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Sikkim fully unlocked

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 30 sept:

Sikkim has removed all restrictions 
on movement of people across its 

borders. the Health Department issued 
a notice on Wednesday stating that this 
was decided in a meeting of the State 
task Force on CoViD-19 held on the 
same day.

No quarantine will be required for 
persons entering Sikkim from outside 
the state. there is no restriction on 
those who want to exit the state as well. 
the notice also mentions that “more 
focus” will be given to symptomatic 
patients for testing.

earlier on Wednesday, the screening 
teams of Health Department stationed 
at the melli and Rangpo check posts 
were also withdrawn. this means that 
no testing will take place at the borders 
from now on.

Although the notice does not 
mention when the fresh Sops come into 
effect, it is assumed that they will come 

into effect from 01 oct.
the Home Department also issued 

fresh guidelines on Wednesday 
according to which, the odd-even rule 
will not apply to taxis from 01 oct 
2020. However, the odd-even rule will 
continue to apply to private vehicles till 
09 oct 2020. 

the stipulations for number 
of passengers allowed in vehicles 
continues with 3 passengers allowed 
in small vehicles and 5 in luxury 
taxis/SuVs. it may be recalled that 
the odd-even rule was lifted for two-
wheelers but pillion rider was not 
allowed. there was no mention of 
two-wheelers in the fresh guidelines 
so it is assumed that pillion rider is 
still not allowed.

Cinema halls, swimming pools, and 
similar places will continue to remain 
closed as per the new guidelines. 
Government offices will resume work 
but will remain closed on Saturday and 
Sundays. 

krishi mela 2020 begins in Namthang
BIkAsH cHettrI
Namchi, 30 sept:

Krishimela 2020 
was organized 

jointly by Agriculture 
technology management 
Agency (AtmA) 
under Agriculture and 
Horticulture Department 
and KrishiVigyan Kendra, 
Namthang, today. the 
weeklong Krishimela 
that is organized at the 
same venue every year 
has been made a two-day 
program this year due to 
the CoViD-19 pandemic 
situation.the mela is 
being held from 30 Sept 
to 01 oct. 

present on the 
opening day of the 
Krishimela were 
transport minister, 
SanjitKharel as the 

chief guest, DDm 
(S/W) NABARD, 
R u p e n L a m i c h a n e y, 
officers, directors, 
scientists, engineers, 
other KVK workers, 
Self Help Groups of 
Namthang and nearby 
places, farmers of 
Namthang Constituency 
and exhibitors, and other 
dignitaries.

the program began 
with the dignitaries 
visiting different 
exhibition stalls 
prepared by SHGs, 
associations and groups 
from around Namthang 
Bazaar, Agriculture and 
Horticulture department 
stalls and farming areas 
in the premises of KVK 
Namthang. 

the main program 

was held in the 
conference hall of 
KVK building. Brief 
outline on schemes of 
Agriculture Department 
and Horticulture 
Department with 
the help of a power 
point presentation 
was provided by ADo 
Namthang, Dr Nation 
Rai and HDo Namthang, 
S a r o j a t a m a n g 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

presentation on 
different schemes of 
KVK, especially the 
central government 
schemes on 
agricultural and 
horticultural grounds 
were done by senior 
scientist and head of 
KVK South Sikkim, 
indra prasad Shivakoti. 

Among the few 
that were mentioned 
were pKVY and RKVY, 

pmKSY, vision, mission 
and mandate of KVK, 
oFt, iCAR-NCipm, 
AiCRp, CFLD, NARi, and 
others. 

While sharing the 
past achievements and 
future plans of KVK, 
senior scientist, indra 
prasad Shivakoti also 
requested the chief 
guest for provision of 
a mill for the farmers 
in 

india’s CoViD-19 caseload races past 
62 lakh, recoveries surge to 51,87,825

 acquitted; court clears Advani, 
Joshi of conspiracy charge
lucknow, sep 30 (PtI): twenty-eight 
years after the Babri masjid was razed, 
a court here acquitted all 32 people 
including BJp veterans L K Advani, m 
m Joshi and uma Bharti accused of 
being involved in the demolition of the 
mosque they believed occupied the 
spot where Lord Ram was born.

in a judgment that ran to 2,300 
pages with enclosures, the special CBi 
court on Wednesday said there was 
no conclusive evidence against the 
32 accused of being involved in any 
conspiracy to bring down the disputed 
structure in Ayodhya.

Delivering the verdict on the day of 
his retirement, special Judge S K Yadav 
did not accept newspaper reports and 
video cassettes as evidence.

the court also observed that the late 
Vishwa Hindu parishad leader Ashok 

Singhal wanted to save the structure 
because Ram idols were inside.

the 16th century mosque was 
demolished on December 6, 1992, 
triggering riots that left hundreds 
dead in the country and widening rifts 
between the communities.

twenty-six of the accused were 
present in the Lucknow court when the 
judge read out the operative portion of 
the verdict.

Former deputy prime minister 
L K Advani, the then uttar pradesh 
chief minister Kalyan Singh, former 
union ministers  murl i  manohar 
Joshi  and uma Bharti ,  Ram 
Janmaboomi teerth Kshetra 
trust  president  Nritya Gopal 
Das and Shiv  Sena leader Satish 
pradhan had sought exemptions from 
personal appearance.

New delhi, sep 30 (PtI): india’s 
CoViD-19 caseload raced past 62 lakh 
on Wednesday with 80,472 infections 
being reported in a day, while the 
number of recoveries surged to 
51,87,825 pushing the recovery rate to 
83.33 per cent, according to the union 
Health ministry data.

the total number of coronavirus 
cases mounted to 62,25,763, while the 
death toll climbed to 97,497 with 1,179 
people succumbing to the disease 
in a day, the data updated at 8 am 
showed.

there are 9,40,441 active cases of 
coronavirus infection in the country 

which comprises 15.11 per cent of the 
total caseload. the CoViD-19 case fatality 
rate due to the coronavirus infection 
stands at 1.57 per cent, the data stated.

india’s CoViD-19 tally had crossed 
the 20-lakh mark on August 7, on 
August 23 it crossed 30 lakh, and 40 
lakh on September 5. the tally went 
past 50 lakh on September 16 and 
crossed 60 lakh on September 28.

According to the indian Council of 
medical Research (iCmR), cumulatively 
7,41,96,729 samples have been tested 
for detection of coronavirus infection 
up to September 29 with 10,86,688 
samples being tested on tuesday. Welfare deptt brings Poshan maah to a close 

Gangtok, sept 30 [IPr]: Social 
Justice and Welfare Department 
organised a programme to mark 
the closing of the month-long 
Rashtriya poshan maah  at a 
local hotel in Ranipool today. 

the programme was 
attended by minister for Social 
Justice and Welfare Department 
mK Sharma as the chief guest. 

Secretary Social Justice and 
Welfare Department, tshewang 
Gyachho Bhutia, principal 
Director, phuchung Bhutia, Joint 
Director, Health Department, Dr 
Anita Bhutia, Deputy Director 
cum State Nodal Officer, Poshan 
Abhiyaan, G.m. Subba along with 
all the senior officials of the 
department, representatives 
from line departments, 
students, Anganwadi and Asha 
workers were present during 
the function.

this year’s poshan maah 
was themed ‘together towards 
Kuposhan mukt Bharat’.

in his keynote address, 
minister Sharma thanked the 
various stakeholders including 
Department functionaries 
and grassroots Anganwadi 
and Asha workers for coming 
forward and working towards 
the improvement of the health 
of women and children in the 
State.

He said that the month 
long programme has helped 
in creating more awareness 
on the importance of nutrition 
among the masses and brought 
about various underlying issues 
relating to malnutrition to the 
forefront.

He also suggested various 
ways to identify focus areas 
during the first 1000 days and 

said that basic idea needs to be 
strengthened and more focus 
and care should be given to 
lactating mothers.

the minister also spoke on 
the awareness regarding 
the importance of early 
breastfeeding, measures 
for reducing malnutrition 
in young women and 
children and importance of 

sanitation and hygiene.
He also suggested the 

participants to work collectively 
with the Agriculture and 
Horticulture departments to 
setup nutri gardens and sought 
ways to make the best out of 
the locally available resources 
in all the iCDS centres across 
the state.

75 new cases take  sikkim’s 
cOVId count to 2222

With 2 more deaths, 37 COVID-
positive have died in Sikkim

Gangtok, 30 sept: the count of CoViD-related deaths 
in Sikkim climbed to 37 today with two more CoViD-19 
positive passing away. 

A 25-year-old male from mamring, was rushed to Singtam 
district hospital at around 1:16 pm this afternoon after an 
attempted suicide. Despite all efforts by a team of doctors, 
the youth passed away at 1:26 PM. He was confirmed to be 
positive for CoViD-19 in rapid antigen testing later.

in Gangtok, a 89-year-old male from pani House area, 
who was admitted into the iCu of the CoViD ward on 27 
September, passed away last evening at around 7 pm. 

Summit Report
Gangtok, 30 Sept: 
Sikkim recorded 75 
fresh cases of CoViD-19 
in the 24 hours ending 
8 Am Wednesday. this 
takes the State’s tally of 
confirmed cases of novel 
coronavirus to 2,931. 

on the other hand, 
the number of people 
discharged from 
CoViD-19 facilities 
reached 2,222 today with 
68 more patients being 
released from isolation 
facilities on tuesday. 

there are now 627 
actives cases of CoViD-19 
in the State. Six of these 
patients are currently 
admitted in the iCu 
ward of StNm Hospital’s 
CoViD ward.  

A total of 62 people 
tested positive in Rt-pCR 
testing of 296 samples, 
while one of 18 samples 
tested by trueNat 
was found CoViD-19 
positive. 12 persons 
were reported positive in 
rapid antigen testing of 
60 samples. 

of the new cases, 65 
are reported from east 
District, eight from South 
District and two from 
North Sikkim.

While giving details 
of the new cases found 
in Rt-pCR testing, Health 

Department State ieC 
Officer, Sonam G Bhutia, 
in his health bulletin on 
Wednesday, informed 
that two staff members of 
StNm Hospital [one from 
DpH Gangtok and one 
from Deorali] and one 
doctor of StNm hospital 
were found positive. 

two persons from 
pentok in North Sikkim 
and seven persons [five 
persons from Rongli 
Bazaar and two from 
mulukey] who gave 
samples at Rongli were 
also found CoViD-19 
positive in Rt-pCR 
testing. He added that 
two persons from SiRD 
and one from SiCB 
also tested positive for 
CoViD-19.

Likewise, one person 
from upper Sichey, 
one from Bishal Gaon 
in Arithang, one from 
near Little pixies School 
in Development Area, 
four from Ranipool, one 
from munsi Colony in 
Development Area, one 
from a containment zone 
in Gangtok, one from 
near Burtuk School and 
one from pakyong were 
also found positive in Rt-
pCR testing, mr Bhutia 
said. 

He further informed 
that one patient 

admitted in emergency 
ward of StNm hospital, 
one from below Forest 
Colony in upper Sichey, 
one from munsi Colony 
in Development Area, 
one from Bishal Gaon 
in Arithang, one from 
Sichey, one from the 
containment zone on 
Bahai School Road in 
tadong were also found 
CoViD-19 positive in Rt-
pCR testing.

Similarly, one person 
from Ranipool, two from 
the containment zone in 
upper Sichey, one from 
5th mile tadong, 
one from above 
StNm hospital 
gate in Sichey, 
one from iCAR 
quarters, one 
from Lower 
Lingdum, one 
from below 
Swastik gate, 
one from the 
c o n t a i n m e n t 
zone in 
D e ve l o p m e n t 
area, one from 
Sisa Golai, one 
from near LG 
showroom in Amdo 
Golai, one from penlong, 
one from Bojoghari, one 
from near iCDS centre 
in Burtuk and one from 
near StNm hospital 
in Socheygang were 

reported positive for 
CoViD-19 in Rt-pCR, he 
said.

mr Bhutia mentioned 
that one person from 
Daragon, one from Kazi 
Road, one from Jail Dara 
near enchey Gumpa, one 
from the containment 
zone from Rai Gaon, one 
from Chandmari, one 
from the paid quarantine, 
one from Bermiok, one 
from Chota Singtam, 
one from below paljor 
Stadium, one from near 
Gumpa in Lingdum Basti, 
one from pani House 

area, one from below 
Defence hall in tadong, 
one from Amdo Golai 
and one from 6th mile 
tadong were also found 
CoViD-19 positive.

mr Bhutia mentioned 

that the only person 
found positive for 
CoViD-19 in trueNat 
was from Nandok. He 
added that one person 
from Joredhara in 5th 
mile tadong, one from 
Nandok, one from 
Singtam, one from Assam 
Lingzey and one person 
from marchak were 
found CoViD-19 positive 
in the rapid antigen 
testing at CRH, tadong. 

Likewise, samples of 
a person from mamring 
and one from Kopchey 
given at Singtam District 

Hospital and samples of 
a person from Debrung, 
Namchi, three from 
Sumbuk and one from 
maniram in South Sikkim 
were also tested positive 
in RAt.
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learners lupin conducts cleanliness drive

summIt rePOrt
Gangtok, 30 sept:
Learners Lupin Limited organised a day-long mass cleanliness drive from 
BhoteyBhir to Chanatar under West pendam Constituency in east Sikkim today, a 
press release informs.

Poshan maah concludes in rangpo
summIt rePOrt
rangpo, 30 sept:

the valedictory 
function of the 

month-long poshan 
maha organized by 
Rangpo, Sikkim by iCDS 
upper Bazaar was held 
at the iCDS Centre today. 

Rangpo Nagar 
panchayat president, 
maya Cintury, Vice 
president, Lal Kumar 
Rai, ex Councillor, Bikash 
prasad, iCDS Supervisor 
of Rangpo-Singtam Zone, 
Apsara Sharma, CHo, 
milan thatal, Social 
Worker, meenu Devi, a 
member of various iCDS 
centres, Anganwadi 
workers and Asha 

personnel, including Self 
Help Group member, 
Sarita pradhan and other 
members of SHG were 
present in the program. 
the function started 
with the welcoming 
address by Kamala Devi 
Gurung followed by 

several speakers in the 
program mentioning 
about the mission and 
aims of the poshan maha. 
Apart from this, reaching 
out to several houses, 
especially for pregnant 
mothers, telling them 
about nutrition, the call 

for the use of greens 
in the house as much 
as possible has been 
challenging mentions 
one of the speakers. 

Chief guest Rangpo 
Nagar panchayat 
president, maya Cinturi 
mentioned that though 

it is hard to cultivate 
products in the city 
areas where buildings 
are dense, there are 
other alternatives such 
as: roof top cultivation 
which is one of the best 
for these types area 
where we can harvest 
vegetables according to 
the need of the household. 
on this occasion, iCDS 
Rangpo and Singtam Zone 
Supervisor marking the 
iCDS of Rangpo upper 
Bazaar as the outstanding 
iCDS Centre, Kamala Devi 
Gurung and her colleague 
Kamala Ghimerey were 
felicitated on Behalf of 
Rangpo upper Bazar 
iCDS Centre.

rashtriya Poshan Abhiyaan concludes in North sikkim concludes
mangan, 30 sept (IPr): 
the closing ceremony 
of Rashtriya poshan 
Abhiyaan, 2020 for 
North Sikkim was held 
at election Conference 
Hall, mangan today. the 
said programme was 
organised by the Social 
Justice and Welfare 
Department and District 
Administration.

it is to be mentioned 
the entire month of 
September is celebrated 
as the Rashtriya poshan 
maah. this year’s theme 
was “together towards 
Kuposhan mukth Bharat” 
(sahi poshan desh 
roshan).

the programme 
was graced by the Zilla 
A d h a k s h y a / N o r t h , 
Namday Lepcha, also as 
the chief guest for the 
programme and was 
accompanied by ADC 
North, Sonam Lepcha, 
ADC Development, RB 
Bhandari, Cmo North, 
Dr pK Basnett, BDo 
passindang, tR Bhutia, 
Deputy Director HRDD, 
Sajan V Sebastian and 
Deputy Director HRDD, 

Narendra Kumar. the 
programme was started 
by the opening speech 
by CDpo Dzongu 
followed by the Dpo 
(poshan Abhiyaan), 
LD Denjongpa. mr 
Denjongpa addresses 
saying that why 
Rashtriya poshan maah 
is celebrated around the 
nation is to reduced the 
ratio of stunting children 
around the nation.

An initiative of the 
ministry of Women and 
Child Development has 
a target to bring down 
stunting children age 0 
to 6 years from 38.4% 

to 25% by 2022. As per 
the research done by 
the poshan Abhiyaan 
team, North Sikkim 
have found that the 
total no of 6 children 
lies under SAm (Service 
Acute malnutrition) and 
26 children lies under 
mAm (moderate Acute 
malnutrition). the main 
objective of poshan 
Abhiyaan is to create 
awareness among the 
people reaching every 
corner of the state.

Later, the book name 
“Nutritionally Yours 
from the Highlands of 
Sikkim” was launched 

by the chief guest. this 
book contains the recipe 
of traditional foods 
found in entire North 
Sikkim zone. the book 
also contains recipes, 
ingredients, methods for 
preparation and benefits.

to encourage the 
general public the 
poshan Abhiyaan team 
also had organized the 
online recipe contest in 
Facebook. the contest 
was organized in three 
different areas namely 
mangan, Chunthang and 
Dzongu. the winners 
were adjudged by the 
most numbers of likes 

and share. Winners are 
as follows:

mangan-
Kincho Bhutia - 1st, 

tara Gurung - 2nd, and 
phulum Dukzong - 3rd.

Chunthang-
teylam Lachungpa 

- 1st, Chewang Lhaden 
- 2nd and Nari Lepcha - 
3rd.

Dzongu-
Christina Lepcha – 

1st, mayalmit Lepcha 
2nd and pempa tsh 
Lepcha 3rd.

Best performing 
sector under mangan 
tribal project was given 
to phensang for their 
commendable efforts. 
they were awarded with 
cheque and khadas.

Lastly, the honorable 
chief guest addresses 
public to have a healthy 
life, to have proper 
balance diet and also 
said to get indulge 
in agriculture sector 
to produce organic 
products. She also 
congratulate to whole 
team for their tireless 
work done during this 
entire month.

AsdsO wants sikkim to become dry state
summIt rePOrt
Gangtok, 30 sept:

All Sikkim Democratic 
S t u d e n t s ’ 

organisation has 
demanded that Sikkim 
be declared a dry state 
because it is convinced 
that most of the crimes 
against women are 
committed by people in 
an intoxicated state.

Drawing attention 
to the Hathras incident, 
ASDSo has contended 
that in the past few 
months, crimes against 
women have seen a spike 
in Sikkim as well. 

“ASDSo from the 
beginning is appealing 
the Government to 
ponder upon increasing 
crimes upon women and 
work towards finding 
out influencing factors of 
crimes upon women but 
in contrary, the factors 
such as obscenity, drugs 

and liquors (in particular) 
in the state Sikkim is 
getting supports from the 
Government,” an ASDSo 
press release argues.

it also claims that 
power and money are 
used to cover-up these 
crimes even when 
news about the crime 
is flashed in public and 
goes on to contend that 
most cases do not even 
get reported because 

victims do not have faith 
in the justice delivery 
system. 

“ASDSo, in general 
highly condemn such 
delinquency and 
demands an exemplary 
punishment to the 
culprits of recent gang 
rape case of Hathras, up,” 
the release states, while 
reiterating, “Further, 
ASDSo, demands State 
Government of Sikkim 

rashtriya Poshanmaah closing ceremony in south
Namchi, 30 sept (IPr):

the closing ceremony of 
R a s h t r i y a p o s h a n m a a h 

themed ‘together towards 
KuposhanmukthBharat’ under 
South District Social Justice and 
Welfare Department was held at DAC, 
Conference Hall today. ZillaAdhyaksha 
(South),tshering Dem Bhutia graced the 
occasion as the Chief Guest, also present 
amongst others were DC (South) cum 
Chairman poshanAbhiyaan, Ragul K, 
Cmo (South), Dr DC Sharma, Deputy 
Director (education Department), DB 
Subba, and various staff of the organizing 
department.

Addressing, the gathering Chief Guest, 
tshering Dem spoke in detail about the 
poshanmaah and said that this national 
nutrition mission awareness campaign 
has helped women and young children 
particularly in the rural areas of the 
state to eat whole some or ‘poshan’ 
meal. She updated that this kind of meal 
is extremely vital in maintaining the 
over- all health of human body. She also 
said that it is important that one and all 
to keep a kitchen garden as this type 
of garden can help in continuous and 
convenient supply of fresh and healthy 
vegetables which is free from pesticides 
and rich in nutritional content. She 
also articulated that CoViD-19 has 
contributed in transforming the eating 
habits of the Sikkimese people and now 
they are preoccupied in taking food 
which is high in fibers and different 
nutrients contents. moreover, the Chief 
Guest applauded the work done by 
Aganwadi Workers at rural level and 
stressed that they also need to educate 
the rural populace on the importance of 
hand and mouth hygiene so that corona 
virus can be kept at bay, especially at 
the countryside.

Chairman poshanAbhiyaan, Ragul K, 
gave an overview about this Abhiyan and 
underlined the reasons as to how people 
suffer from malnutrition. He updated that 
it is mainly women and young children 
who are vulnerable to malnutrition and 
for the same poshanmaah is celebrated 
in order to create awareness regarding 
consumption of wholesome and nutrient 
filled food. ShriRagul also said that 
in order to tackle CoViD-19 one and 
all should focus on eating locally and 
organically available nutrient-rich food 
which will further aid in keeping people 
healthy thereby improving Sikkim’s 
nutrition indices. He also elucidated 

that last year poshanmaah was 
celebrated in a grandeur manner which 
included sports activities like marathon 
and other competition and that this 
year the commemoration is low key 
due to the pandemic situation.

Child Development Program Officer 
(South), Laxmantamang presented a 
brief report on poshanmaah which he 
said, is a month long program, which 
commenced from 1st September 
onwards. He gave a brief background 
about this maah which is celebrated 
across the country during the month 
of September and highlighted the 
importance of community mobilisation 
alongwith bolstering people’s 
participation to address the issue 
of malnutrition and other ailments 
concerning the adolescent people. He 
added that this year, various activities 
and competition were held under 
poshanmaah which included essay, 
painting and other educative projects.

the program also saw resource 
persons namely Health educator, 
SanjeevRai and Block technology 
manager from Agriculture technology 
management Agency (AtmA), 
DeepikaRai, they shared their valuable 
insights about fitness and development 
of nutri-garden.

During the course of the program the 
department also distributed awards to 
student’s ranging in categories which is 
essay, painting and drawing competition. 
under essay competition the topic 
was ‘main challenge of malnutrition in 
young india’ wherein Karma ongchu 
Sherpa from Damthang Secondary 
School, AkashChettri from Sangmoo 
Secondary School and NeharikaRai from 
Government New Secondary School 
stood in first, second and third position.

in painting competition the theme of 
which was PoshanMaah the first position 
was secured by manojtamang from Ben 
Senior Secondary School, the second and 
third position was secured by Kindenla 
Sherpa from VCGL Senior Secondary 
School and NituRai from Government 
Secondary Rong School, respectively.

in the district level drawing of 
food pyramid the first position was 
obtained by StephenaChettri from 
Sadam Senior Secondary School. 
Similarly the second and third position 
was acquired by KhusiKumari Gupta 
from melli Senior Secondary School 
and Nimtopden Lepcha from Kabrey 
Secondary School.

sdf condemns rumours that its prez has tested cOVId-positive
summIt rePOrt
Gangtok, 30 sept: 

Sikkim Democratic Front has 
condemned “fake news” 

circulating on various Facebook 
groups the SDF president, 
pawan Chamling, has tested 

positive for Covid-19. 
A press release from 

SDF general secretary 
[administrative affairs], Amos 
Lepcha, clarifies that Mr 
Chamling has not tested positive 
and was in the peak of his health 

and was currently staying at 
Namchi with his family. 

the release adds that this 
fake news is being circulated by 
two fake ids.

“this kind of cheap 
propaganda is highly 

condemnable and extremely 
irresponsible and the SDF party 
strongly condemns this. the 
party shall be taking strict legal 
action against all fake iD holders 
circulating this fake news,” the 
release states.

mamata chairs administrative review meeting for North Bengal districts
smrItA kHAWAs
siliguri, 30 sept:

the second phase 
of administrative 

review meetings of West 
Bengal Cm, mamata 
Banerjee, covering 
Jalpaiguri, Alipurduwar, 
Coochbehar, Darjeeling 
and Kalimpong districts, 
was held today at Siliguri 
uttarkanya. the Cm was 
joined by political leaders 
and administrative 
officers at the meeting. 

ms Banerjee 
announced several 

developmental projects 
for these districts today. 

She allocated 
Rs 175 crore to the 

Gorkhaland territorial 
Administration which 
was accepted by Anit 
thapa, Chairperson of 
the GtA.  A sum of Rs 
150 crore was received 
today and Rs 25 crore 
will be dispatched in 
the coming months for 
developmental works 
in the Hills and Rs 6 
crore was allocated for 
the renovation of Dr. 
Graham’s Homes School 
at Kalimpong. 

the Cm also informed 
that 104 acres has 

been allocated for the 
expansion of Bagdogra 
Airport and that work 
will begin soon for 
the construction of 
a second campus of 
Coochbehar on a 50 acre 
plot in mathabhanga 
for panchanan Barma 
university. 

Also today, Rs 5 
crore was given for 
the development of 
Rajbanshi Academy and 
Rs 10 crore for Rajbanshi 
Cultural Development 
Board.

Namthang bazaar. the farmers, he said, were going as far as Kalimpong to mill their harvest. He also announced the sanctionof 
Rs10 lakhs for heavy machineries in Agriculture Department. 

the different schemes given by NABARD for farmers, functions of NABARD, its achievements in the recent past and plans 
too was briefed by NABARD DDm (S/W), RupenLamichaney in the program. DDm Lamichaney urged the farmers present in the 
program to make Kishan Credit Card in their respective banks for receiving maximum benefits from the government for farming 
loans with 7% interest for the credit they take.

Letter of appreciation and cash was provided to junior engineer of Yangang Block, Lila maya Gurung. Rs 1.01 lakh and Rs 
90,000 were presented to DilBahadurtamang and phurbatashi Sherpa for heavy weight and 35kg power tillers respectively. 

other than that, AtmA and Sunakhari SHG of Kateng were also given price incentive for their work. 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes 
were given to six out of fifteen participants of the anthurium and carnation flower exhibitions. 

Cherry pepper (Dalleykhorsani) pickle and potato chips werelaunched in the program by subject matter specialist Karma 
paden Kelyon. the preparation of these value added packed products was done by Ruchung and perbingKhop villagers with 
the support of subject matter specialist, Karma paden Kelyon.

the products come with three traditional and unique flavours of chimphing, garlic and timbur. the packets of chips and pickles 
were given to the chief guest and dignitaries to mark the launch of the products. 

in his address, minister mr Kharelpraised KVK Namthang for being the best performing among all four KVKs of Sikkim. He also mentioned 
plans ofmaking Namthang a subdivision and building a proper hospitalin the area. 

Krishi Mela 2020 begins...

CONTACT SummIT TImES
REPORTERS 
NAMCHI

9832048410,

9775736596 
SINGTAM
7699771651

MANGAN/ DIKCHU

9832612485/
9434011213
GANGTOK
8016270440,

9832082664,
9832424750,
8768664251
9832470000
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LAND FOR 
SALE 

(URGENT SALE)

BL land for sale. Road site 100ft 
by 50ft at Lower Syari. Enroute 

Ranipool to Deorali via Syari. 10 
Minutes Drive from Ranipool.

Serious Buyer may contact : 83720-
77482/ 94341-36989/ 98320-82664

BuIldING fOr

 sAle 

A two storey house building constructed on 
plot area 50×40 ft. Situated at upper phong, 
near phong SS , South Sikkim is on sale. 
price Negotiable. interested may contact : 
8145829309, 7864937800, 9749897695.

r.O No. 90/IPr/PuB/classi20-21, dated - 29.9.20

sicA beginsselectiontrials 
for new season

summIt rePOrt
Gangtok, 29 sept:

the selection trials for 
the Sikkim Cricket 

team in all categories 
commenced on22 Sept, 
2020 in all four districts, 
a press release informs.

even though there 
is some uncertainty 
as far as the 2020–21 
domestic cricket season 
is concerned due to 
the ongoing pandemic, 
Sikkim Cricket 
Association has taken 
up the challenge and 
successfully conducted 
the 1st round of the 
selection trials in all 
four Districts whilst 
strictly adhering to 
the Sop issued by the 
Health & Family Welfare 
Department, the release 
states.

“on behalf of the SiCA 
family, i am extremely 

grateful and impressed 
by the dedication and 
resolve shown by the 
executives, observers, 
support staff and office 
staff to reach the venue 
for the trials/selections 
of SiCA teams and the 
District bodies for 
helping SiCA organize 
the event. the pandemic, 
weather, the lockdown 
and road conditions 
have not deterred 
your call of duty. i also 
appreciate the players to 
have reached the venue 
despite all odds and 
this motivates us more 

to work for you,”said 
president (SiCA) 
Lobzang G tenzing.

The final stage 
of selection of the 
shortlisted players from 
all the four districts 
is being conducted at 
Sikkim Cricket Ground 
at mining, Rangpo from 
29 Sept-03 oct, 2020. 
Selected players from 
this stage of selection will 
go on to be categorized 
as a probables for the 
Sikkim team that will 
be representing Sikkim 
in various categories of 
National tournaments.

Don Bosco univ shares experience at discussion 
on integrating SDGs  in higher edn

summIt rePOrt
Guwahati, 30 sept:

in order to share the 
experiences of Assam 

Don Bosco university in 
the field of education for 
sustainable development 
and its various social 
outreach programmes, 
a senior professor of the 
university, Dr Shakuntala 
Laskarhas participated 
in an online panel 
discussion, ‘the Future 
of Higher education: 
integrating the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals,’ a press release 

informs.
the event 

was organized by 
international Association 
of universities (iAu) 
on 29 Sept, 2020.the 
discussion focused on 
education for Sustainable 
Development (eSD) 

initiatives undertaken by 
universities worldwide 
and present examples of 
how they integrate the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) at their 
institutions using a 
Whole institution 
Approach (WiA).  

He also spoke on the importance and benefits of 
nutritious food in daily lives and also encouraged the 
participants to consume  locally grown nutritious 
food products. He also said that all should work 
jointly to make the people more aware in order to 
adopt healthy means to tackle malnutrition. 

Highlighting on the importance of nutrition, he 
informed that the department has been working 
diligently to reach the target beneficiaries and added 
that more focus should be given on active community 
participation.

He further pointed out that digitisation work is 
under process and added that periodic monitoring 
of ongoing projects should be the main focus and 
priority of the Department.

Secretary, Social Justice and Welfare Department, 
tshewang Gyachho Bhutia in his address highlighted 
on the importance of nutri garden and stated that 
around 1100 Centres have adopted nutri garden on a 
mission mode across the state. He also spoke briefly 
on the future course of action of the Department.

He also lauded the iCDS division for their 
incredible performance during the month long 
programme and added that the department is 
tracking various activities under poshan maah 
through activity mapping and reporting through 
dedicated mobile app.

During the programme, principal Director, 
Phuchung Bhutia briefly reviewed and explained 
the aims and objectives of poshan maah 2020 to the 
participants.

He highlighted on the importance of having 
nutritious food for the good health of young children, 
adolescent girls, pregnant and lactating women.  He 
further highlighted on the district wise activities 
carried out under poshan maah 2019 and 2020 which 
included signature campaigns, identification and 
tracking of children with Severely Acute malnutrition 
(SAm), conducting plantation drives, development 
of nutri gardens in Anganwadi Centres, organising 
counselling programmes and essay contests etc.

the function also saw the presentation of 
documentary on poshan maah highlighting on 
various activities undertaken under Rashtriya 
poshan maah 2020.

A Recipe Booklet titled “Nutritionally Yours 
from the Highlands of Sikkim” was released by the 
minister during the course of the programme.

the closing ceremony also featured distribution 
of prizes, awards and uniforms to students and 
Anganwadi and Asha workers by the minister.

the winners under various categories were also 
awarded which included elocution, painting, cooking 
and essay etc at schools and college level.

Chungthang Block received the award for the best 
performing block while Singtam Block was awarded 
for the Best media Campaign.

Later, the vote of thanks was proposed by State 
Nodal Officer, Poshan Abhiyaan, G.M. Subba.

Welfare Deptt brings Poshan Maah....

Kalyan Singh and uma Bharti are in hospital 
recovering from CoViD-19. the Ram temple trust 
president was also tested positive last month.

the judge took his seat at 12.10 pm and spent 
five minutes reading out the operative part of his 
judgment.

As he pronounced them not guilty, some of the 
accused chanted “Jai Shri Ram” in the court. As did 
Advani, a key figure in the Ram temple movement, at 
his home.

“it is a very important decision and a matter of 
happiness for us. When we heard the news of the 
court’s order, we welcomed it by chanting Jai Shri 
Ram,” he said in a video message.

the verdict comes less than a year after the 
Supreme Court’s historic judgment in the related 
Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri masjid land dispute that 
paved the way for the construction of a temple at the 
Ayodhya site.

the apex court verdict had called the demolition 
an egregious violation of the rule of law.

But combined with the bhoomi pujan’ for the Ram 
temple only last month, the verdict in the demolition 
case has come as boost to the Bharatiya Janata party. 
it also helps bring the temple issue centre stage just 
weeks before the party faces assembly polls in Bihar.

iqbal Ansari, a prominent litigant in the Ram 
Janmabhoomi-Babri masjid title suit, welcomed the 
verdict.

“it is good that all have been acquitted. Whatever 
had to happen, happened on November 9 last year. 
this case should also have ended the same day, he 
said, referring to the Supreme Court judgment.

Aimim chief Asaduddin owaisi called the 
development “obnoxious”.

“This judgment satisfies the collective 
consciousness of Hindutva and its followers and 
ideology,” he told reporters in Hyderabad.

“Was it some sort of magic that on December 
6 the masjid was demolished? Who called for the 
assembling of the people over there? Who made sure 
that they entered over there?” he asked.

Zafaryab Jilani, senior lawyer and member of the 
All india muslim personal Law Board (AimpLB), said 
the verdict will be challenged in the high court.

in Lucknow, CBi counsel Lalit Singh said the 
agency will decide on filing an appeal against 
the special court verdict after consulting its legal 
department.

the verdict was delivered on the last day of the 
final deadline set by the Supreme Court, which had 
also extended the judge’s retirement age.

All 32 accused in Babri demolition case...
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Need NGOs
Not just to solve problems, but 
also to acquire confident pride

there are many problems that only non-governmental 
volunteers can solve. Discomforting situations, 

especially the ones that are social in nature, require 
agencies from outside to find deliverance. The State can 
at best play the role of a facilitator by putting in place 
the right laws and making available the required funds 
to aid the process. 

in contrast, when the government takes on the 
role of the NGos, there is too much tokenism and too 
little engagement which does not help anyone. this 
is not for want of intent, but more a fallout of the lack 
of commitment caused by haphazard prioritisation. 
Government officials are after all in transferable jobs 
and have other considerations weighing on their minds 
like career progression to get too involved with the 
social cause they might at a given time be only ex-officio 
or otherwise involved in. Without complete involvement 
and felt understanding, social problems cannot be 
solved and this commitment can only be guaranteed 
by committed volunteers of an NGo. Government 
functionaries will be satisfied with an elaborately staged 
“World Day” observance of their present responsibility 
or the odd workshop and seminar talking down to 
corralled audience, but that does nothing for the issue 
or problem at hand beyond feeding a press release. 
Real work involves getting the hands dirty and that is 
too much to expect from a individuals with temporary 
responsibility of the problem. the government is also 
handicapped by the red tape they wrap themselves in 
and the procedures and hierarchies they are habituated 
to. Work on the field demands instant decisions and 
improvisations which government officials are either 
not trained for or unwilling to risk. 

in Sikkim, unfortunately, the NGo culture is still 
nascent. There is something definitely wrong with the 
picture when governments and project developers float 
their own organizations to do “social work” which should 
ideally be undertaken by well networked “local” NGos. 
Without taking anything away from the efficacy of the 
present kind of NGos, a fact which cannot be ignored is 
that under the present structures, the NGos become an 
extension of the bureaucratic system of chakari in which 
political masters [or funding company] gain primacy 
over the people among whom the organisations should 
be working. this subverts the whole role of a social 
engagement from being one of linking aspirations and 
concerns from the grassroots up, to becoming handling 
agents of dole trickling down from above. What this 
awkward arrangement also delivers is government-
NGo relationship which is not one of mutual respect. 
Since most NGos here are completely dependent on 
the State for funds and directions, their independence 
is restricted. it is time the NGo culture developed into 
a viable deliverer of services and information to the 
Sikkimese, especially those in the rural areas. 

many changes are afoot at present and NGo 
involvement in cushioning their impact is an urgent 
need. Absent of committed and informed social workers, 
a fatalistic streak is created among the people who start 
losing faith in their ability to solve problems on their 
own. if this notion is allowed to take roots, very soon, 
a society mistakenly convinced of its incompetence will 
even stop trying very hard to improve its situation. A 
responsible network of NGos will go a long way in 
combating this defeatist trait and help in reacquiring 
the confidence which slips away fast in a welfare state.

the first us presidential debate was pure 
chaos. Here’s what our experts thought

timothy J. lynch, Jared 
mondschein & sarah John
tHecONVersAtION.cOm

After nearly an hour of 
bickering — at times 

shouting — between 
president Donald trump 
and former Vice president 
Joe Biden, Chris Wallace, 
the Fox News anchor 
moderating the first US 
presidential debate, finally 
lost his patience.

“i hate to raise my voice, 
but why should i be any 
different from the two of 
you,” he admonished the 
candidates, though he was 
probably speaking more to 
trump, who interrupted 
both Wallace and Biden 
repeatedly during the 
debate.

Amid the chaos, trump 
and Biden did address 
some key questions in the 
presidential race on issues 
like CoViD-19, racial justice, 
the economy, public safety, 
the Supreme Court, climate 
change and, of course, 
trump’s taxes.

the Conversation’s 
experts were watching the 
debate in Australia and the 
uS. Here’s what they thought 
of the night.

JAReD moNDSCHeiN, 
Senior Advisor, uS Studies 
Centre, university of Sydney

in the 2016 election 
between Donald trump 
and Hillary Clinton, many 
conventional analysts — as 
well as Clinton supporters 
— said it was clear the 
former secretary of state 
had won each one of their 
debates.

Clinton, they posited, 
provided strong data points 
and policy analysis that 
made clear she was more 
presidential and appropriate 
for the job.

trump supporters, on 
the other hand, argued it 
was undeniable he had, 
in fact, won the debates 
because he ridiculed and 
mocked Clinton in a way that 
she deserved.

the Clinton-trump 
debates in 2016 were 

like Rorschach tests — 
your perception of them 
depended on your opinion 
of the candidates.

Four years later, 
there appears to be more 
consensus about the clear 
winner of the first debate 
between trump and Biden: 
chaos.

With countless 
interruptions, personal 
attacks and name calling, 
some have already called 
it the worst debate they’ve 
ever seen.

But the debate, in 
many ways, mirrors where 
America is right now: this is 
perhaps the worst political 
climate the country has 
seen in modern history. 
people are angry and using 
raised voices while refusing 
to agree upon a basic set of 
facts.

the ultimate question, 
however, is whether this 
will change any opinions of 
uS voters. Nearly 90% of 
voters came into the debate 
saying their minds were 
already made up about who 
they will be voting for. many 
voters have, in fact, already 
submitted their ballots.

But given trump’s 2016 
victory was ultimately 
reliant on a margin of fewer 
than 80,000 votes across 
michigan, pennsylvania and 
Wisconsin, even the smallest 
of advantages could prove 
critical in the election.

initial polling conducted 
after the debate indicated 
Biden may have won a slim 
advantage over trump. What 
is much clearer, however, is 
who lost: uS voters.

timotHY J. LYNCH, 
Associate professor in 
American politics, university 
of melbourne

the debate reminded me 
of the absurd denouement 
to Rocky ii. After a bruising 
encounter, both men are 
floored. The fighter that gets 
up first is the winner.

except with the debate 
in Cleveland today, neither 
trump nor Biden rose from 
the canvas. each spent 90 

minutes trying to drag the 
other down.

there were moments 
when Biden staggered to 
his feet, looked down the 
camera lens and called for 
a return to normalcy. But he 
kept being pulled back into 
the scrap by trump, who 
was determined to play to 
his base.

Neither won. Neither 
lost. on that basis, Biden 
had the slightly better 
result. He did not live down 
to trump’s caricature of him 
as a doddering, old man. We 
know what trump is — love 
him or hate him — and saw 
that again tonight.

Biden’s job was to 
present a sane alternative. 
He only partly succeeded.

ponder how remarkable 
a scene this was: the most 
divisive and controversial 
president in modern 
American history, who has 
presided over the deaths 
of 200,000 Americans 
from CoViD-19 and the 
eruption of several cities 
into violent protests, and 
the only politician deemed 
capable by the Democrats of 
removing him is Joe Biden.

the debate reminds us 
how blessed trump has 
been by his opponents. He 
was facing not a man at the 
peak of his powers, but a 
compromise candidate of a 
deeply divided Democratic 
party.

trump scored points 
by hammering away at the 
“radical left socialists” that 
would, he claimed, run the 
Biden administration. Biden 
had no killer response to 
this line of attack.

Swing voters know what 
trump is. But doubts about 
the ideological momentum 
of a Biden White House 
endure. the small number of 
undecided voters may well 
back the devil they know. if 
they do, trump wins.

the Biden camp is 
pinning much on the 
growing exasperation with 
trump — and a basic human 
desire to feel normal again 
— to get them over the line.

that strategy just 
about held together in 
the first debate. Offered 
every opportunity to be 
statesmanlike, trump kept 
aiming low. He maintained 
his notorious authenticity 
by doing so.

But Americans have had 
nearly four years of this act. 
Biden did, imperfectly, make 
clear there is an alternative 
style of political discourse 
on offer. He’s no Rocky 
Balboa. But, like Rocky, he 
will get to fight another day.

SARAH JoHN, Adjunct 
professor, College of 
Business, Government and 
Law, Flinders university; 
project manager, university 
of Virginia

After an awkward 
entrance, devoid of the 
usual handshake thanks to 
COVID-19, the first question 
— about Supreme Court 
nominee Amy Coney Barrett 
— launched both candidates 
into a competition of who 
could talk loudest over the 
other.

trump won and 
continued to interject so 
frequently that the few 
uninterrupted sentences of 
Biden or Wallace stood out 
conspicuously.

While the messiness of 
the debate and the frequent 
inability of the moderator to 
control the participants were 
extreme, they were expected 
given our experience with 
trump in the 2016 debates.

Less expected was a full 
15 minutes dedicated to the 
legitimacy of the vote count. 
Because elections in the 
uS are very decentralised, 
with over 3,000 counties 
administering a single 
presidential election, 
systematic fraud at a 
national level is unlikely.

in the past, few have 
questioned certified 
presidential election results 
— even in 2000 (and other 
years) when the popular 
vote and electoral College 
result conflicted.

trump has turned that 
on its head.

perhaps predictably, 
Biden took the high road: 
urging people to vote, 
downplaying concerns 
about fraud and pledging to 
accept the result, whatever 
it may be.

Biden made clear that 
voting by mail is nothing 
new, dating back the Civil 
War. (indeed, overseas 
voters have used the federal 
write-in absentee ballot 
successfully for decades.)

trump, on the other 
hand, raised his grievances 
about the “crooked” 2016 
election, before turning to 
his favoured line about mail-
in ballots.

As is so often the case, 
trump’s comments mangled 
real issues relating to mail-
in voting and jumbled it 
with a lot of speculation 
and confusion about ballots 
in creeks or wastepaper 
baskets.

Among the jumble of 
words, he made reference 
to one of the issues that 
does threaten to loom large. 
in 2016, 1% of absentee 
ballots that were otherwise 
correctly marked were 
rejected for technical 
reasons, most often because 
the signature on file with the 
election administration was 
not a match with the one 
on the ballot, or the ballot 
arrived too late.

in 2020, with a host 
of first-time vote-by-mail 
voters, this rate could be 
higher and even exceed 
the vote margin between 
the candidates in some key 
states. Lawsuits will no 
doubt follow.

Although trump’s 
utterances about a “rigged” 
election and cheating are 
worrying, they are unlikely 
to shift public opinion. So 
much of what we saw on 
display today we have heard 
before, in an even more 
alarming form, at trump’s 
recent rallies.

While we hope for a 
decisive outcome one way or 
the other, election officials 
are bracing themselves.

Nagorno-karabakh: are Armenia and Azerbaijan sliding towards all-out war?
keVOrk OskANIAN
theconversation.com

Nagorno-Karabakh is a place name few in 
the West will recognise. But this small, 

unrecognised mountainous state with a 
population of about 150,000, is now the site of 
deadly ongoing clashes between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan.

Nagorno-Karabakh, known in Armenian 
as Artsakh, has been the object of a protracted 
conflict between two peoples of the South Caucasus 
since before the fall of the Soviet union. the 
territory’s mostly Armenian inhabitants declared 
independence from Azerbaijan in late 1991, with 
Armenia’s support. Attempts by Azerbaijan to 
reimpose its authority led to a fight for ownership 
which turned into the bloodiest of the many conflicts 
that followed the fall of the Soviet union.

Between 1991 and 1994, both sides sacrificed 
over 30,000 people, and ethnically cleansed each 
other from areas under their control.

A ceasefire was finally signed in 1994, leaving 
the unrecognised Nagorno-Karabakh Republic, and 
a swathe of land surrounding it in Armenian hands. 
tortuous negotiations continued over several 
decades, led by Russia, France and the uS. But there 
was very little progress towards a final resolution.

Since September 27, the two adversaries appear 
to have relapsed into war, with heavy battles 
reported along the sections of the front line near 
the territory. these most serious clashes since 1994 
have left at least 65 dead at the time of writing. Both 
sides are using a wide range of military equipment, 
including heavy tanks, long-range artillery and 
drones.

As both countries declared martial law and 
decreed mobilisations, the rhetoric in the Armenian 
capital Yerevan and Azerbaijani capital Baku has 
been uncompromising.

in Armenia, this is seen as nothing less than 
a struggle for survival. A recurring theme in both 
official circles and the country’s media has been 
the possible extermination of the Armenians 
of Nagorno-Karabakh. Links are made with the 
1915 Armenian genocide by the ottoman empire, 
especially in light of turkey’s support for Azerbaijan.

in Azerbaijan, on the other hand, the war has 
been presented as an opportunity to right the 

wrongs of 1991-94 by bringing the territory back 
under Azerbaijani control, allowing hundreds of 
thousands of displaced people to return home.

Route to ReNeWeD CoNFLiCt
This latest fighting has a number of drivers. In 

the short term, Azerbaijan’s authoritarian president, 
ilham Aliyev, was under pressure to correct setbacks 
suffered by the Azerbaijani forces during earlier 
clashes on the border with Armenia in July. the 
setbacks led to spontaneous demonstrations in Baku 
by citizens calling for the resignation of the armed 
forces’ chief of staff, and an all-out war against the 
Armenian side.

As a result, Azerbaijan’s longtime foreign 
minister was replaced. Azerbaijan has also 
upgraded its already close relationship with its 
traditional ally, turkey, which has made public 
assertions of unconditional support. Along with its 
stated readiness to engage in intensified military 
co-operation, this has probably bolstered Aliyev’s 
confidence.

Seen over the longer term, this escalation must 
be viewed in terms of the intractable nature of the 
negotiations surrounding the conflict. Azerbaijan 
has shown increased frustration with the ongoing 
negotiations in recent years, especially after unmet 
expectations for a breakthrough following Armenia’s 
2018 Velvet Revolution.

The absence of a definitive solution has also 
allowed Armenia to present its control of the 
unrecognised Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh as the 
new normal. it has also gradually hardened its public 
position that the lands surrounding the territory are 
also Armenian.

Azerbaijan has invested billions of petro-
dollars in state-of-the art military hardware, and 
sunk plenty of social capital into the promise of 
regaining control over Nagorno-Karabakh. this 
puts Aliyev under increasing pressure to force 

some movement on the matter.
tuRKeY AND RuSSiA
this is undoubtedly a highly dangerous phase in 

the conflict. The unequivocal support by Turkey for 
Azerbaijan could draw it into the confrontation, 
especially if Azerbaijan were seen to be losing 
ground. Reports of turkey hiring Syrian 
rebel fighters to serve in Azerbaijan would, 
if confirmed, also be perceived as highly 
provocative by moscow in light of the proximity 
of the restless North Caucasus, inviting a 
potential response.

Hostilities could also spill into Nakhichevan, 
a part of Azerbaijan separated by a band of 
Armenian territory, whose status is subject to 
a turkish guarantee under a Soviet-era treaty. 
unlike a confrontation in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
a direct attack on Armenia proper – from 
Nakhichevan or elsewhere – could trigger Russia’s 
defence commitments under the Collective Security 
treaty organization, with potentially very serious 
repercussions beyond the region itself.

With the stakes high, the uN is holding 
an emergency meeting on the issue. Separate 
diplomatic contacts between the belligerents and 
Russia, turkey and others are already underway. But 
even if that were successful in achieving a ceasefire, 
this would still leave the more important, longer-
term problem: how to resolve an issue which strikes 
at the core of the identities of both Armenians and 
Azerbaijanis.

over the past decades, these two peoples have 
developed views of history that are exclusive and 
exclusionary in the extreme. Anyone striving for 
peace will have to change history before being 
able to write the future. And that would be quite a 
circle to square.

[the writer is Honorary Research 
Fellow, University of Birmingham]
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Bye-election to 2 Assembly 
seats in Nagaland on Nov 3

kohima, sept 30 
[PtI]: By-elections to 
2 assembly seats in 
Nagaland will be held on 
November 3, the election 
Commission said today. 
the counting of votes will 
be held on November 10.

the two vacant 
seats are 14-Southern 
Angami-i (St) and 
60-pungro-Kiphire (St) 
assembly constituencies.

the Southern 
Angami-i seat went 
vacant following the 
demise of the then 
Speaker of Nagaland 
Assembly, Vikho-o 
Yhoshu on December 30, 
2019 due to lung cancer.

the pungro-Kiphire 
seat was declared vacant 
following the death of 
sitting opposition Naga 
people’s Front mLA, t. 
torechu after prolonged 
illness.

Addressing a press 
conference at the Ceo’s 
office here, Nagaland 
Additional Chief election 
Officer, N Moa Aier 
saod the model Code of 
Conduct has come into 
force with immediate 
effect in the districts of 
Kohima and Kiphire in 
which the whole or any 
part of the assembly 
constituency going for 
bye-election is included, 
subject to partial 

modification that, in 
case the constituency 
is comprised in State 
capital, then the mCC 
would be applicable in 
the area of concerned 
constituency only.

the model code 
of conduct shall be 
applicable to all 
candidates, political 
parties and the State 
Government. it will also 
be applicable to the 
union Government also.

Aier said that the 
date of issue of gazette 
notification for the bye-
election is october 9 
while last of nomination 
is october 16.

Scrutiny of 
nominations would 
be done on october 
17 while the last 
date of withdrawal of 
candidature is october 
19, he said, adding that 
polling will be conducted 
on November 3 and 
counting of votes on 
November 10.

Southern Angami-i 
seat has a total of 13,541 
electors, including 51 
service voters, he said.

the polling station 
with the highest 
electorate in the 
constituency is Jakhama 
upper with 986 electors, 
while mitelephe has the 
lowest electorate at 155, 

he said.
the pungro-Kiphire 

Assembly seat has a 
total of 29,346 electors 
including 99 service 
voters, he said.

polling station with 
the highest electorate 
is Rest House Ward ‘A’ 
Kiphire town with 954 
electors while Kiuro 
village has only 45 
electors as the polling 
station with lowest 
electorates of the 
constituency, he said.

Asked if new 
registration of 
electorates would be 
permitted in the two 
constituencies, Aier said 
under special category 
with convincing evidence 
new electors can be 
added till the last date of 

filing nominations.
on deployment 

security in the polling 
stations, he said both 
Central Armed police 
Force and State police 
would be used while 
the demarcation of 
the polling stations 
sensitivity would be 
done after coordination 
meetings with the 
political parties and 
security forces.

He also said that the 
eCi has issued broad 
guidelines to be followed 
strictly during the 
conduct of bye-election 
in order to stop the 
spread of CoViD-19.

proper ppes for the 
polling officials and 
hand-sanitizers would 
be kept in the entry 

point of polling stations 
while electors will 
have to compulsorily 
wear face masks, which 
would be removed for 
identification inside the 
polling booth, he said, 
adding that every voter 
would be provided hand-
gloves before casting 
their vote through 
the electronic Voting 
machines.

All necessary 
precautions would 
be adopted and Sops 
followed as per the 
guidelines framed by 
the State Nodal Health 
Official for the bye-
election in coordination 
with the respective 
District Nodal Health 
Official, said the 
Additional Ceo.

23 security personnel among 28 new cOVId-19 patients in mizoram
Aizawl, sept  30 [PtI]: 
At least 28 people, 
including 23 security 
personnel, have tested 
positive for CoViD-19 
in mizoram, taking the 
northeastern state’s 
tally to 1,986, a health 
department official said 
on Wednesday.

of the fresh cases, 
14 were reported from 
Aizawl, 11 from Serchhip, 
2 from Lunglei and 1 
from Champhai districts, 
he said.

“Fifteen Border 
Security Force (BSF) 
jawans, 7 Assam Rifles 
personnel and an 
employee of the Assam 
Regiment of the indian 
Army are among the new 
patients,” he said.

Twenty-five of the 

28 fresh patients have 
recently returned to the 
state from different parts 
of the country, and three 
were detected during 
contact tracing, he 
said, adding that all are 
asymptomatic.

“At least 410 BSF 
jawans, 206 Assam Rifles 

personnel, 18 Central 
Reserve police Force 
employees and 21 indian 
Army staffers have tested 
positive for CoViD-19 in 
mizoram so far,” he said.

thirty-two National 
Disaster Response Force 
personnel and 36 Border 
Road organisation 

(BRo) employees have 
contracted the disease 
in the state, the health 
department official said.

mizoram now has 
410 active cases, while 
1,576 people have so 
far recovered from the 
disease.

the recovery rate 

among coronavirus 
patients is currently at 
79.36%.

“of the 410 active 
cases, 203 are from 
armed forces.

Seven indian Army 
personnel, 15 CRpF 
jawans, 53 Assam Rifles 
employees and 128 BSF 
staffers are among active 
patients,” the health 
department official said.

the state government 
has arranged separate 
quarantine and 
treatment facilities for 
security personnel who 
have been diagnosed 
with the disease.

A total of 76,976 
samples have been tested 
for CoViD- 19 in the state 
so far, he added.

transporters launch eco blockade 
at Nagaland’s entry points

dImAPur, sept 29 
[ N a g a l a n d P a g e ] : 
transporters and 
transport unions/
associations of Dimapur 
and Karbi Anglong today 
launched an indefinite 
economic blockade, 
restricting entry of trucks 
and transport vehicles 
to Dimapur, in protest 
against illegal collections 
at the check gates, 
besides non-fulfilment 
of their demand for 
providing compensation 
to truck driver Jiten 
Gogoi’s family, who was 
killed on September 22 
last in Dimapur.

Volunteers of the 
transport unions/
association set up camps 
on the Assam side of the 
border and stopped all 
trucks and transport 
vehicles from proceeding 
further to Dimapur. 
the volunteers also 
put up banners, which 
read, “Stop extortion in 
Nagaland”, “Stop illegal 
multiple taxation system 
in Nagaland”, “Roll back 
DmC lessee system at 
DmC Gate Dimapur,” 
“We want justice for late 
Jiten Gogoi”, etc. the 
volunteers also pasted 

posters on all transport 
vehicles plying within 
Karbi Anglong.

However, early 
tuesday morning, 
Dimapur police escorted 
more than 20 vehicles 
from Dillai Check Gate to 
Dimapur town.

Later, the truckers 
refused to take police 
escort to come to 
Dimapur and parked 
their vehicles in 
Lahorijan and Khatkhati 
areas.

more than 200 
transport vehicles 
including more than 100 
LpG bullet trucks and oil 
tankers were stranded 
at different locations in 
Lahorijan and Khatkhati.

talking to Nagaland 
page, an LpG truck driver 
said that usually 120-130 
oil tankers and LpG bullet 
trucks pass through 
Nagaland Gate but today 
since there has been an 
economic blockade, they 
have decided to stay back 
at Khatkhati.

Goods laden trucks 
were stranded at 
different locations in 
Lahorijan.

it may be mentioned 
that 5 transport unions/

associations ~ Dimapur 
District truck owners 
Association, Dimapur 
truck Drivers union, 
Dimapur District truck 
Drivers Welfare trade 
union, Lahorijan & 
Khatkhati truckers 
Welfare Society and 
Bokajan truck owners 
Association ~ had given 
a 3-day ultimatum 
to the Nagaland 
Government demanding 
compensation to the 
deceased truck driver 
Jiten Gogoi’s family, 
as well as safety of 
transporters.

Briefing media 
persons at the Lahorijan 
office of the truckers’ 
welfare society, the 
members disclosed that 
illegal collection from 
truckers and transport 
vehicles at Nagaland Gate 
is not fixed and truckers 
are always harassed 
while entering Nagaland.

the members said 
that 5 different unions 
of Dimapur and Karbi 
Anglong launched the 
economic blockade 
demanding justice for 
Jiten Gogoi, who was 
killed at Dimapur. the 
unions are demanding 

compensation to the 
victim’s family by the 
Nagaland Government.

the members further 
said that illegal taxation 
ranges from minimum 
Rs 3000 to Rs 6000 per 
trip but the amount 
collected also depends 
on the goods being 
carried in the vehicle. 
Besides, there is a yearly 
tax of Rs 1500 demanded 
by different factions in 
Nagaland, they said.

they also said that 
police have assured to 
provide protection to 
the truckers but they 
received threats from 
different elements, who 
demand tax. “When our 
vehicles go with police 
protection, we don’t have to 
pay any tax but when there 
is no police protection, 
our drivers are stopped 
and money is demanded 
from them,” a member of 
the truckers union said, 
while also disclosing that 
a manager of a transport 
company was also abducted 
by anti-social elements.

the Dimapur police 
has, so far, not arrested 
anybody in regards to the 
killing of truck driver, Jiten 
Gogoi.

Babri verdict: tmC comes out 
with a guarded response

kolkata, sep 30 (PtI): 
trinamool Congress 
on Wednesday was 
guarded in its response 
on the acquittal of all 
the accused in the Babri 
masjid demolition case 
by a special CBi court in 
Lucknow and said that 
“those who are not happy 
with the judgement can 
move higher courts”.

While tmC refused 
to give any reaction to 
the verdict by either 
supporting it or opposing 
it, major parties of the 
state - the BJp, Cpi(m) 
and Congress criticised it 
for its stand.

the CBi court has 
acquitted all the 32 
accused in the case, 
including BJp leaders L 
K Advani, murli manohar 
Joshi and uma Bharti, in 
the absence of conclusive 
proof to suggest a 
criminal conspiracy.

“it is a court 
judgement, so we 
cannot just say we 
oppose or support it. 
the verdict has come 
after 28 years, few 
people are unhappy 

with it. We have 
come to know from the 
media that some outfits 
have expressed their 
displeasure,” senior 
tmC leader and party 
spokesman Sougata Roy 
said.

“those who are 
not happy with the 
judgement (of the CBi 
court) have the option to 
move higher courts,” he 
said.

tmC had maintained 
silence after the historic 
verdict by the Supreme 
Court in November 2019 
which had backed the 
construction of a Ram 
temple at the disputed 
site in Ayodhya.

tmC’s guarded 
response to the acquittal 
of all the accused in the 
Babri masjid demolition 
case drew sharp 
reactions from the BJp 
and Congress.

BJp state president 
Dilip Ghosh, known to 
be a tmC baiter, dared 
mamata Banerjee’s party 
to take a stand on the 
issue.

“Whenever there 

is an issue concerning 
national security, 
the tmC leadership 
either goes silent or 
takes a stand which is 
completely against the 
interests of the nation 
and society. this time 
too the same thing has 
happened,” he said.

“i ask them (tmC) 
to come out clean on 
whether they support 
it (the judgement) or 
are opposed to it. i am 
sure they won’t be able 
to answer my question,” 
Ghosh said.

Leader of the 
opposition and senior 
Congress leader Abdul 
mannan advised tmC to 
“stop beating around the 
bush” and “make clear 
its stand” like the other 
mainstream political 
parties.

Cpi(m) politburo 
member mohammed 
Salim too hit out at the 
tmC.

“the judgement 
reinforces the current 
trend that those who are 
in power can get away 
with anything,” he said.

ladakh reports 43 fresh cOVId-19 cases
leh, sep 30 (PtI): Forty-
three people have tested 
positive for the novel 
coronavirus in Ladakh, 
taking the infection tally 
in the union territory 
to 4,195, while 43 more 
patients recovered from 
the disease, officials said 
on Wednesday.

the union territory 
did not report any death 
due to CoViD-19 for the 
third day, the officials 

added.
the number of 

active CoViD-19 cases 
in Ladakh stood at 1,030 
-- 637 in Leh district and 
393 in Kargil district, 
they said.

Among the fresh 
cases, 39 were in Leh 
and four in Kargil, the 
officials said.

Among the 
recoveries, 23 patients 
were in Leh and 20 in 

Kargil.
the total number 

of recoveries reached 
3,107, which is 74 per 
cent of the confirmed 
cases.

Ladakh has recorded 
58 deaths since the 
outbreak of the pandemic 
in march. While 34 
patients died in Kargil, 
the rest 24 succumbed 
to the infection in Leh 
district.

Assam flood situation improves; 
over 2.78 lakh hit in 12 districts

Guwahati, sept 29 
[PtI]: The flood situation 
in Assam improved on 
tuesday though one more 
person drowned and over 
2.78 lakh people across 12 
districts are still affected 
by the deluge, an official 
bulletin said.

With the death of 
one person in Biswanath 
district, the total number 
of people who lost their 
lives in flood related 
incidents this year rose to 
120.

in the bulletin, 

Assam State Disaster 
management Authority 
(ASDmA) said that 
2,78,979 people of 458 
villages in 12 districts are 
now affected, while 3.18 
lakh people in 13 districts 
were hit by the calamity 
on monday. Nagaon is the 
worst-hit district with 
2.15 lakh people reeling 
under the flood, followed 
by morigaon (37,300) and 
Dibrugarh (7,800), it said.

the authorities are 
running 39 relief camps 
and distribution centres 

in Nagaon district, where 
117 people have taken 
shelter. ASDmA said that 
27,505.30 hectare of crop 
areas have been damaged 
by the deluge across the 
state.

the Brahmaputra 
river is flowing above the 
danger level at Guwahati, 
Nimatighat in Jorhat 
district and tezpur in 
Sonitpur district, while its 
tributaries Jia Bharali and 
Kopili are flowing above 
the red mark at various 
other places.
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Borussia dortmund: where dreams 
are made or a glorified feeder club?

JONAtHAN lIeW
Berlin, 30 sept 
[ t h e G u a r d i a n ] : 
the chase begins 
frighteningly early. 
often years in advance 
and usually when the 
object is still a child. 
Jude Bellingham and Gio 
Reyna were scouted at 
14. erling Braut Haaland 
first appeared on the 
radar in 2016, more than 
three years before he 
signed. Age-group games 
are surreptitiously 
attended. targets are 
identified with surgical 
precision. Next: the 
charm offensive.

introductions are 
made. interest is subtly 
registered with parents 
and agent. Replica kits 
and club merchandise 
start arriving in the post. 
the prospective player 
is invited to Germany to 
watch a game in front 
of the heaving, haunting 
roar of the Yellow Wall 
(pandemic permitting). 
No gaudy blandishments; 
no super-yachts; no 
suitcases full of cash. As 
the sporting director, 
michael Zorc, likes to put 
it, Borussia Dortmund 
don’t need to make grand 
promises to their teenage 
hopefuls. they just point 
to the team sheet.

thus it was that 
on the first day of the 
Bundesliga season, 
Bellingham – a 17-year-
old with one season of 
Championship football 
under his belt for 
Birmingham – made his 
debut in central midfield 
against Borussia 
m ö n c h e n g l a d b a c h , 
setting up a goal for the 
17-year-old Reyna in the 
first half. In the second 
half the 20-year-old 
Haaland secured a 3-0 
victory with two goals, 
the second assisted by 
the 20-year-old Jadon 
Sancho. Dortmund’s 
attacking quartet thus 
had an average age of 
18 years and 11 months: 
four of europe’s most 
exciting young attackers, 
who have entrusted their 
formative years to the 
BVB star factory.

in other 
circumstances, at bigger 
clubs, the path to first-
team football might have 
been blocked. they might 

have ended up warming 
the bench, fighting for 
scraps. Bellingham and 
Haaland were both 
enthusiastically courted 
by manchester united. 
Reyna was being tracked 
by Bayern munich. 
Sancho sensationally 
left manchester City 
in 2017 before he had 
played a senior game. 
All chose Dortmund, 
lured by the promise 
of immediate first-
team football and rapid 
career development: a 
sort of elite footballing 
university where 
teenagers can try new 
things, find themselves, 
before going out into the 
real world.

this is the Dortmund 
Way: the aspirational 
strategy that has won 
admirers across europe 
for its ability to buy 
young, sell young and 
turn a fabulous profit in 
the process. ousmane 
Dembélé: signed for 
£13.5m, sold to Barcelona 
for £124m after one 
season. Christian pulisic: 
plucked from obscurity, 
sold to Chelsea for £58m. 
Sancho, signed from 
manchester City for £8m, 
will cost manchester 
united more than £100m 
if they want to bring him 
back to england.

of course these are 
just the successes. But 
even the relative failures 
show up in green on the 
balance sheet. the much-
hyped Danish prodigy 
Jacob Bruun Larsen 
was sold to Hoffenheim 
for £8m. the defender 
matthias Ginter never 
quite kicked on but still 
turned a 70% profit 
when he left for Borussia 

mönchengladbach. the 
“turkish messi” emre 
mor was signed for £9m, 
lasted one disastrous 
season, and yet still sold 
to Celta Vigo for £12m.

And the Dortmund 
influence is clearly visible 
in the recent recruitment 
of clubs such as Lille, 
Leicester, Arsenal (who 
hired Dortmund’s chief 
scout Sven mislintat in 
an attempt to replicate 
it) and even Real madrid. 
ostensibly, it’s a virtuous 
circle. the club get one of 
the world’s best young 
players. the player 
gets an education. the 
fans get treated to fast, 
scintillating expressive 
football. everyone wins.

that is, as long as 
you are prepared to 
stretch your definition 
of winning. Since 2012, 
european football’s 
“model club” have raked 
in £378m in sales from 
players who were signed 
under the age of 21. 
on the pitch Dortmund 
have won a grand total 
of one cup, reached one 
Champions League final 
and finished a cumulative 
149 points behind 
Bayern munich, who they 
face in the German Super 
Cup final on Wednesday.

So does the Dortmund 
model work? is this just 
a medium-sized club in 
a world of giants, doing 
the best it can, “rolling 
the stone up the hill each 
year, like Sisyphus”, as 
the chief executive Hans-
Joachim Watzke puts 
it? or are they simply a 
glorified feeder club, a 
business hustle, a cold 
production line where 
everyone is basically 
passing through?

perhaps, as they 
say, it is a bit of both 
and in a sense these are 
questions that strike at 
the fundamentals of the 
game. What constitutes 
success? What is a 
football club actually for? 
Certainly any objective 
assessment of the 
Dortmund model needs 
to acknowledge not only 
the prevailing financial 
landscape but also the 
science and the romance 
at work, the brazen 
optimism of taking a punt 
on a young, uncut gem 
and the brazen cynicism 
of the logic behind it.

the roots of 
Dortmund’s strategy lie 
in the financial crisis 
of the mid-2000s that 
almost forced the club 
out of business. When 
Zorc and Watzke took 
over, their policy of 
signing untried young 
players (an “absurdly 
youthful team”, declared 
the Süddeutsche Zeitung) 
was driven not by 
idealism but by penury. 
under an innovative 
manager called Jürgen 
Klopp, Dortmund built 
a Bundesliga-winning 
squad with an average 
age of 23.

As the golden 
generation were picked 
off, new generations 
were sourced from far 
and wide. Now Dortmund 
actively sell themselves 
to potential prospects 
as a springboard club, 
a shop window: on 
average around half the 
team are replaced every 
season. How does a club 
build anything in this 
maelstrom of constant 
renewal, constant churn?

the former Bayern 

munich president uli 
Hoeness recently argued 
that Dortmund’s policy 
of signing young players 
“for business reasons” 
was why they had failed 
to mount a consistent 
title challenge. “How 
is a player supposed 
to absorb the DNA of 
a club if he feels he 
is an object of sale?” 
he asked. “As long as 
Dortmund don’t change 
this strategy, i don’t think 
they will get that extra 
10% to perform well in 
important games.”

N a t u r a l l y , 
Hoeness was being 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y 
mischievous and his 
comments drew an 
angry rebuttal from 
Dortmund. Yet it was the 
club’s managing director, 
Carsten Cramer, who 
admitted in an interview 
with the Financial times 
in 2018 that “it’s not 
part of our DNA to be 
obligated to be number 
one”. Which may be 
a realistic analysis of 
operating in the semi-
permanent shadow of 
Bayern. even so, it rather 
invited the response: 
well Carsten, certainly 
not with that attitude.

in a way, united’s 
protracted pursuit of 
Sancho may bring all this 
to a head: a test not just of 
united’s determination 
to obtain the world’s 
best players but also 
Dortmund’s resolve to 
keep them. With two 
years left on his contract, 
they can certainly afford 
to play hardball. Will 
they hold firm, make a 
statement that they no 
longer need to sell?

or in a Covid-
era market will they 
ultimately take the 
money and start again? 
there is certainly 
plenty of talent rising 
through the ranks: 
Youssoufa moukoko 
(15), Bradley Fink (17), 
immanuel pherai (19). 
meanwhile, Dortmund 
recently secured a deal 
for manchester City’s 
16-year-old forward 
Jamie Bynoe-Gittens, 
described as “the new 
Jadon Sancho”. that’s the 
thing about cycles: they 
can be royally tough to 
break.

spurs edge chelsea in league cup shootout
lONdON, 30 sept 
(reuters): tottenham 
Hotspur overcame 
visitors Chelsea 5-4 in 
a penalty shootout to 
progress in the League 
Cup following a 1-1 home 
draw in their fourth 
round clash on tuesday.

Chelsea appeared 
to be heading into the 
quarter-finals thanks to a 
19th-minute strike from 
timo Werner but erik 
Lamela forced a shootout 
with an equaliser in the 
83rd minute, finishing 
from close range after 
controlling a cross 
from debutant Sergio 
Reguilon.

in the shootout, 
Chelsea’s mason mount 
struck the post to miss 
the decisive fifth penalty 
after every other spot 
kick had been converted.

Germany forward 
Werner scored his first 
goal for Chelsea in his 
fourth appearance, 
lashing the ball into the 
net from the edge of 
the area after receiving 
a cut-back from Cesar 
Azpilicueta.

Chelsea’s new 

goalkeeper edouard 
Mendy had a confident 
display in his first game 
since switching from 
Stade Rennes, making 
a good save to keep 
out a vicious shot from 
Spurs’ Spanish left back 
Reguilon in the second 
half.

But mendy was 
finally beaten in the 83rd 
minute when Reguilon 
turned in the box and 
found Lamela, who 
controlled the ball at the 
far post before netting 
from close range to force 
the shootout in which 
tottenham prevailed.

the victory was 
revenge for Spurs for a 
2019 League Cup semi-
final second-leg defeat to 
Chelsea on penalties.

Spurs boss Jose 
mourinho, meanwhile, 
got one over his former 
Chelsea player Frank 
Lampard, whose Derby 
County side beat a 
manchester united team 
then coached by the 
portuguese in a League 
Cup shootout in 2018.

“We were ready to 
fight. I told the players 

before the penalties that 
they were magnificent in 
the second half, we made 
Chelsea look ordinary. 
the team waited for the 
right moment,” mourinho 
said.

the League Cup 
fixture, which came only 
two days after their 1-1 
draw with Newcastle 
united, was the second 
game of a gruelling run 
of four matches in eight 
days for Spurs.

mourinho’s side face 
maccabi Haifa at home 
in a europa League 

playoff on thursday 
before a league fixture 
at manchester united on 
Sunday.

mourinho made nine 
changes to the team who 
had faced Newcastle, 
sticking with first-choice 
goalkeeper Hugo Lloris 
instead of new signing 
Joe Hart and giving a 
second start in three 
days to eric Dier, who 
stepped up to score the 
first penalty.

“i have to think about 
three games at the same 
time but the players only 

thought about this game, 
they were phenomenal. 
phenomenal,” added 
mourinho, who praised 
england international 
Dier despite the defender 
leaving the pitch to go 
to the toilet during the 
second half.

“What happened to 
eric Dier is not normal, 
i have to praise him 
in a special way. it 
should be forbidden 
for a player to play two 
games in 48 hours at 
this level. What he did is 
not human to do.”

Serena pulls out of French 
open with Achilles injury

PArIs, 30 sept 
[reuters]: Serena 
Williams’ search for a 
record-equalling 24th 
Grand Slam title will 
extend into another 
year after an Achilles 
tendon injury forced 
her to withdraw from 
the French open on 
Wednesday.

the American, who 
turned 39 this week, 
had been due to play 
Bulgarian tsvetana 
pironkova in the second 
round later but after a 
warm-up decided the 
injury was too severe.

Williams, a three-
time former champion at 
Roland Garros, said she 
may not play again this 
year.

“i warmed up and it 
was a very short warmup 
and then i spoke to my 
coach and said ‘what do 
you think?’ she said.

“i was struggling to 
walk so that’s a tell tale 
sign that i should try to 
recover.”

Williams had suffered 
the problem during her 
semi-final loss to Victoria 

Azarenka in the u.S. open 
and said ahead of her 
Roland Garros campaign 
that she was not at 
100% physically but had 
recovered sufficiently to 
play.

She spoke again 
of the injury after her 
first-round win over 
fellow American Kristie 
Ahn and aggravated it 
while practising for her 
second-round match.

“An Achilles injury is a 
real injury you don’t want 
to play with as it can get 
worse and i don’t want 
to get to that,” she said. 
“this is not a nagging 
injury, it’s an acute injury. 
if it was my knee it would 
be more devastating.

“it’s just bad timing 
and bad luck.”

Williams said she was 
yet to decide whether 
she would play again 
this season, saying 
she needed two weeks 
of complete rest.

Williams also 
pulled out of the 
French open in 2018 
with an abdominal 
injury before a last-

16 clash with maria 
Sharapova.

Since Williams 
resumed her career in 
2018 after a maternity 
break she has remained 
tantalisingly one behind 
the record 24 Grand 
Slam titles claimed by 
Australian margaret 
Court.

She lost in the 
Wimbledon and u.S. 
Open finals that year, as 
she did in 2019.

While her window of 
opportunity is narrowing 
to reach that milestone, 
Williams sounded a 
defiant note.

“i love playing tennis. 
i love competing,” she 
said. “it’s my job and i’m 
pretty good at it still... i’m 
so close to some things 
and i feel like i’m almost 
there... that’s what keeps 
me going.

“my body is actually 
doing really well.”

pironkova will play 
Barbora Strycova or 
Barbora Krejcikova 
who are currently 
playing their second 
round tie.

ferencv ros end 25-year wait 
to reach champions league

Geneva, sep 30 (AP): 
Ferencv ros ended a 25-
year wait to return to the 
Champions League group 
stage, giving Hungary a 
rare place on european 
club soccer’s biggest 
stage.

A 0-0 draw at home to 
molde in the second leg 
of the qualifying playoffs 
took Ferencv ros through 
on the away goals rule 
after a 3-3 draw in 
Norway last week.

Coach Serhiy 
Rebrov’s team will be 
the first from Hungary in 
the 32-team group stage 
since Debrecen 11 years 
ago.

Ferencv ros, which 
last played in the group 
stage in 1995, will be 
the lowest-ranked team 

in thursday’s draw in 
Geneva.

it began the season 
ranked No. 135 in 
europe by ueFA and 
had to advance through 
four qualifying rounds, 
beating the champions 
of Sweden, Scotland, 
Croatia and Norway.

Rebrov’s former 
team, Dynamo Kyiv, also 
advanced tuesday by 
beating visiting Gent 
3-0 to complete a 5-1 
aggregate score.

Dynamo scored 
from the penalty spot 
in each half to seal 
its first group-stage 
place in four years 
under new coach 
mircea Lucescu. the 
veteran coach was a 
Champions League 

regular during a long 
spell at Dynamo’s 
main rival Shakhtar 
Donetsk.

At age 75, Lucescu is 
set to become the oldest 
coach in a Champions 
League match when the 
group stage begins. Jupp 
Heynckes was 72 as 
Bayern munich’s coach in 
the 2017-18 competition.

olympiakos sealed its 
20th Champions League 
entry by drawing 0-0 in 
Cyprus against omonia 
for a 2-0 aggregate win.

the last three playoff 
matches are played 
Wednesday. All qualifying 
games in ueFA club 
competitions are being 
played without fans in 
the stadiums during the 
coronavirus pandemic.

to book 
advertisements in sum-

mittimes, call
03592-208698
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At virus milestone, Italian priest 
reflects on loss, lessons

serIAte, Italy (AP): if 
there is anything the Rev. 
mario Carminati and the 
traumatized residents of 
italy’s Bergamo province 
remember about the 
worst days of the 
coronavirus outbreak, 
it’s the wail of ambulance 
sirens piercing the 
silence of lockdown.

Around the clock 
for weeks on end, 
ambulances screamed 
through Bergamo’s 
valleys and towns in a 
terrifying soundtrack 
of death, as mothers, 
fathers, sisters and 
brothers gasping for 
air were rushed to the 
hospital. thousands 
never came back.

As the world counts 
more than 1 million 
CoViD-19 victims, the 
quiet of everyday life 
and hum of industry has 
returned to Bergamo, 
which along with the 
surrounding Lombardy 
region was the one-
time epicenter of the 
outbreak in europe. But 
the memory of those 
dark winter days, and 
the monumental toll of 
dead they left behind, 
has remained with those 
who survived only to see 
the rest of the world fall 
victim, too.

“they would never 
stop,” Carminati, the 
parish priest of the 
Bergamo town of 
Seriate, recalled of the 
ambulances. “they would 
drive by continuously 
and you would wonder 
‘When will this end?’”

Bergamo recorded its 
first positive case Feb. 23, 
two days after Italy’s first 
locally transmitted case 
was detected. By the end 
of march, the province of 
Bergamo had registered 
a 571% increase in 
deaths compared with 
the five-year monthly 
average — the biggest 
increase in italy and one 

of the biggest localized 
increases in mortality 
rate in europe.

many of those deaths 
don’t even figure into 
Italy’s official COVID-19 
toll of 35,851, the second 
highest in europe after 
Britain, because so many 
of Bergamo’s victims 
died at home or in 
nursing homes without 
having ever been tested. 
Seriate, a town of 25,000 
along Bergamo’s Serio 
river, was particularly 
hard-hit, losing 200 
residents. Carminate 
says around half were 
parishioners whom he 
knew personally.

“this is the thing 
that made winter more 
tragic then. there were 
no leaves on the trees, 
and it was all gray,” 
he recalled this week 
during one of his regular 
visits to the cemetery 
to visit with his flock. “I 
certainly remember it as 
something gray and dark, 
something from which 
you felt like you couldn’t 
get out: a tunnel that 
never ended.”

early on in the 
outbreak, the first in the 
West, Carminati opened 
the doors of one of his 
churches, St. Joseph’s, 
to house the coffins 
that had nowhere to go 
because local cemeteries 
and crematoria were full.

At first, some 80 
wooden coffins lined 
the central aisle of 
St. Joseph’s church. 
Carminati and a fellow 
priest recited the rite of 
the dead, with a psalm 
and Scripture reading, 
and gave each coffin a 
final benediction and 
blessing with holy water. 
After a convoy of army 
trucks took the coffins 
away to be cremated, 
another 80 arrived. then 
another.

“that had a heart-
breaking impact on me, 

something that left me 
with a great bitterness,” 
he said.

in all, Carminati says, 
some 260 coffins passed 
through his modern red-
brick church in march 
and April, evidence of the 
horrific toll of the virus in 
Bergamo that continues 
today. Last month, 
Carminati buried his 
own nephew, 34-year-
old Christian persico, 
after he lost a five-month 
battle with CoViD-19.

“We’ll have more 
because the epidemic 
hasn’t passed,” Carminati 
said ruefully during a 
break in his daily routine 
rebuilding a parish 
that lost its gardener, 
its singer at evening 
mass and his friend pio, 
who volunteered in the 
sacristy.

the idea to open his 
church to the coffins, 
when the parish was 
otherwise shuttered 
under lockdown, came 
naturally after hospital 
morgues, crematoria 
and cemeteries filled 
up. Carminati said he 
was asked by local 
authorities if his parish 
could house the coffins 
temporarily. “there was 
a need for space,” he 
said.

But Carminati 
also felt a need to 
provide the dead with 
a dignified farewell, 
since their families had 
been denied a funeral 
and final goodbye. in 

italy, funerals were 
essentially banned 
during lockdown and 
many mourning families 
were themselves in 
quarantine or otherwise 
prevented from visiting 
isolated CoViD wards.

on palm Sunday, 
Carminati placed an 
olive frond on each 
coffin. Other days, he lit 
a candle.

Some parishioners 
reached out to Carminati 
after learning that he 
was taking the coffins in, 
wondering if he had seen 
their loved ones pass 
through. During the peak 
of the outbreak, some 
families reported chaotic, 
dayslong efforts to locate 
their dead mothers and 
fathers as hospitals 
struggling to keep people 
alive lost track of where 
the dead ended up.

Carminati would 
send photos of caskets 
when he could.

One day he fielded 10 
calls from parishioners 
reporting deaths in the 
community. one call 
came from a nurse with 
word that his friend pio 
had died. She dictated a 
final message Pio wanted 
Carminati to pass along 
to his wife.

“He had asked her to 
report to his wife that he 
had always loved her, and 
he still loved her very 
much,” Carminati said, 
tears welling up in his 
eyes. “this was his last 
farewell that he wanted 

to send his wife.”
As he watches 

infections and deaths 
surge elsewhere and the 
world passes the million 
mark, Carminati wonders 
why more countries 
didn’t pay attention to 
italy’s tragedy as it was 
unfolding so they could 
be better prepared. 
instead, he says, they 
brushed it off as typical 
italian “exaggeration” 
and believed somehow 
they would be spared.

“initially, they lost 
a lot of time, and then 
some took some absurd 
decisions like ‘herd 
immunity,’” he said. “For 
those of us who were in 
the middle of it, hearing 
these things at that time, 
we said: ‘these people 
are crazy. they have no 
idea what’s coming their 
way.’”

While the numbers 
of daily new infections 
and deaths in italy today 
are nowhere near the 
peak, Carminati knows 
how quickly things can 
change. His hope looking 
forward is that the world 
learns lessons from the 
pandemic, both big and 
small.

“We need to 
understand we are not 
immortal, none of us is 
immortal,” he said after 
visiting the cemetery 
on a glorious, quiet 
autumn Sunday. “the 
virus ultimately returns 
to us this dimension of 
fragility.”

california’s wine country residents facing fire fatigue
NAPA, calif. (AP): Will 
Abrams and his family 
packed their pickup 
truck with laptops, 
clothes, sleeping bags 
and a tent and quickly 
left their rental home in 
California’s wine country 
after seeing flames on a 
hill about a quarter-mile 
away monday morning. 
it was their third hurried 
fire evacuation in as 
many years.

in 2017, Abrams 
woke up to find their 
Santa Rosa home on 
fire and cleared burning 
branches from the 
driveway so he could get 
his wife and children to 
safety. their home was 
destroyed. then last year, 
the family evacuated as 
another wildfire bore 
down on Sonoma County. 
They were terrified 
to cross into the San 
Francisco Bay Area amid 
smaller grassland fires 
sparked by power lines 
falling in the midst of 
strong, hot winds.

“this time we hurried 
up and packed up the car, 
and we were in gridlock 
traffic on (Highway) 
12 while the flames 
were approaching from 
behind,” Abrams said 
tuesday. He and his wife 
tried to entertain the kids 
by making conversation 
so they wouldn’t panic. 
“it was just obviously 
traumatic on a personal 
level, but also just that so 
little has changed since 
the fires of 2017 in terms 
of preparedness and 

prevention.”
they have been 

told this home is still 
standing. But with the 
Glass Fire only 2% 
contained, the Abrams 
and their 12-year-old son 
and 9-year-old daughter 
are staying in Berkeley 
until they are allowed to 
return.

“i’m trying to prepare 
my kids and let them know 
that climate change is part 
of life and they’re going to 
have to deal with it as they 
get older and also trying 
to provide them a sense of 
safety and security. it’s not 
easy. But we should not 
accept this is the way it’s 
going to be,” he said.

the Abrams family 
is among thousands of 
weary wine country 
residents confronting 
another devastating 
wildfire. The Glass Fire, 
which started Sunday, 
has scorched nearly 73 
square miles (more than 
188 square kilometers) 
and destroyed about 95 
structures, including at 
least 80 homes.

it’s the fourth major 
fire there in three years 
and comes ahead of the 
third anniversary of a 
2017 wildfire that killed 
22 people. Three fires, 
driven by gusty winds 
and high temperatures, 
merged into one on 
Sunday, tearing into 
vineyards and mountain 
areas, including part of 
the city of Santa Rosa. 
About 70,000 people 
were under evacuation 

orders, including the 
entire 5,000-plus 
population of Calistoga 
in Napa County.

Numerous studies 
have linked bigger 
wildfires in America to 
climate change from 
the burning of coal, 
oil and gas. Scientists 
say climate change has 
made California much 
drier, meaning trees and 
other plants are more 
flammable.

the Glass Fire spread 
rapidly and is now 
burning through land 
that was saved from 
the other recent wine 
country fires, Cal Fire 
Assistant Chief Billy See 
said. Some of the land has 
not burned for a century, 
while crews are now 
using old containment 
lines to fight the current 
fire, relieved slightly by 
easing winds.

it’s one of nearly 30 
wildfires burning around 
California. the state 
has already seen more 
than 8,100 wildfires 
that have killed 29 
people, scorched 5,780 
square miles (14,970 
square kilometers) and 
destroyed more than 
7,000 buildings.

patrick Ryan, who 
lives in Sonoma County 
just outside Santa Rosa, 
stayed up the whole 
night trying to fight 
the flames and save his 
house, which survived.

“Surreal, let me just 
put it that way. it brings 
everything about that 

night in 2017 right back 
again,” Ryan said.

mike Christianson and 
his wife, mluz torres, who 
were at an evacuation 
center tuesday, had 
watched the fire engulf 
their Napa County home.

“It was within five 
minutes, the entire side 
of the hill was on fire. 
All trees, all burning, all 
roaring like a jet,” he said. 
“And at that moment, we 
realized that it was time 
to go. So we grabbed a few 
things, jumped in the car.”

Sonoma County 
Sheriff mark essick 
acknowledged “some 
significant fire fatigue” in 
the community during a 
news conference tuesday.

“many people are 
feeling the effects, many 
people are evacuating, and 
evacuated multiple times, 
and i just want everyone 
to know that we continue 
to support you,” essick 
said. 

the blaze tore th ough 
many iconic wineries 
in Napa and Sonoma 
counties and the five-
starred meadowood 
Resort, home to a 
three-michelin-starred 
restaurant.

Further to the north, 
in what has already been 
a historically devastating 
wildfire season for 
California, a blaze in a 
heavily forested area 
of rural Shasta County 
has killed three people 
and destroyed nearly 
150 buildings. the 
circumstances of their 

deaths are not known. 
more than 1,200 people 
were evacuated for the 
Zogg Fire, which has 
burned more than 72 
square miles (nearly 203 
square kilometers).

fall could bring chill to dining out
u.S. restaurants are 

moving warily into 
fall, hoping their slow 
recovery persists despite 
the new challenge of 
chilly weather and a 
pandemic that’s expected 
to claim even more lives.

New York opens 
indoor dining on 
Wednesday, restricting 
capacity to 25%. San 
Francisco may do the 
same as early as this 
week. Chicago is raising 
its indoor capacity from 
25% to 40% on thursday, 
but says restaurants still 
can’t seat more than 50 
people in one room.

it’s a dose of reality 
for an industry that was 
able to stem at least some 
of its losses by pivoting 
to outdoor dining this 
summer, setting up tables 
and chairs on sidewalks 
and parking lots and 
offering some semblance 
of normalcy.

But as temperatures 
start to slide in many 
parts of the country, 
restaurants will have to 
coax patrons to come 
back inside, and it’s 
anyone’s guess how 
many actually will. that 
could spell trouble for an 
industry that has already 
lost nearly 100,000 u.S. 
restaurants — or 1 in 6 
— since the start of the 
pandemic, according to 
the National Restaurant 
Association. the future 
remains uncertain for 
thousands more.

“We’re all a little 
apprehensive, but that 
was the case when we 
started outdoor dining, 
too,” said Samantha 
DiStefano, owner of mama 
Fox, a restaurant and bar 
in Brooklyn.

mama Fox can only 
seat 18 people inside at 
25% capacity, so DiStefano 
will still rely heavily on 
her 14 outdoor tables. 
She thinks many New 
York restaurants won’t 
open indoor dining until 
the limit reaches 50% 
because they can’t cover 
their costs at 25%.

in the meantime, 
mama Fox and others are 
trying to figure out how 
to extend the outdoor 
dining season using space 
heaters, tents, temporary 
igloos and even blankets. 
Heat lamps are already in 
short supply.

Restaurants are also 
promoting delivery and 
carryout. Nearly 70% 
of 3,500 restaurants 
surveyed in September by 
the National Restaurant 
Association said they 
added curbside takeout 
during the pandemic; 
54% added delivery.

philip moseley, co-
owner of Blue oak BBQ 
in New orleans, said 
carryout demand has 
risen from 10% of sales 
before the pandemic to 
50% now.

Blue oak BBQ’s 
dining room is open at 
half capacity, or about 
20 people. But a tent in 
the parking lot seats 80. 
That’s enough traffic that 
the restaurant was able to 
hire back all 50 employees.

“You do anything you 
have to do to make the 
food work, to make the 
experience work, to get 
butts in seats,” moseley 
said.

Although fall in 
New orleans is ideal for 
outdoor dining, tourists 
are scarce and the usual 
round of festivals won’t 
happen this year.

“every day has a new 
set of struggles,” co-owner 
Ronnie evans said.

Seventy percent 
of u.S. restaurants are 
independent, but chains 
are hurting too. NpC 
international, the largest 
franchisee of both pizza 
Hut and Wendy’s, filed for 
bankruptcy protection in 
July.

Steve Nikolakakos 
closed one of his three 
manhattan restaurants 
because his landlord 
wouldn’t give him a break 
on the rent. Another, 
Gracie’s Diner, closed for 
two months in march after 
two employees died of the 
coronavirus.

even with outdoor 
seating, the diner is only 
making 65% of what it 
did before the pandemic, 
he said. Still, that’s better 
than may, when he was 
doing only 30% of his 
usual business.

“this is the worst thing 
i have ever seen,” said 
Nikolakakos, a 40-year 
veteran of the industry.

il Carino, a tiny italian 
restaurant in manhattan, 
is reopening its dining 
room with just 12 seats. 
outdoor seating has 

recaptured only about 
30% of the restaurant’s 
business, and it has had 
to lay off 13 workers, 
said Giolio Alvarez, the 
restaurant’s manager.

Alvarez said customers 
are asking for heat lamps, 
but the restaurant doesn’t 
know if they’re worth 
the extra money. And 
increasing menu prices is 
off the table.

“How are we going to 
increase prices?” he said. 
“everyone is broke.”

monthly u.S. 
restaurant sales hit their 
lowest point in April, 
when they plunged to 
$30 billion, according to 
the u.S. Census Bureau. 
that was less than half 
the amount restaurants 
made a year earlier. 
Sales steadily improved 
as lockdowns ended, 
carryout demand picked 
up and states allowed to-
go alcohol. u.S. restaurant 
sales hit $55 billion in 
August, but that’s still $10 
billion less than last year.

Some waiters and 
kitchen staff have gone 
back to work. Restaurant 
employment rose by 
3.6 million people over 
the four months ending 
in August, according 
to government data. 
Still, there were 2.5 
million fewer u.S. 
restaurant workers in 
August compared to 
February. September’s 
unemployment numbers 
are due out Friday.

mario Sandoval, an 
unemployed server from 
Las Vegas, appeared 
before a u.S. House 
committee last week to 
urge lawmakers to restart 
monthly stimulus checks. 
He also wants a guarantee 
that he can return to his 
job when his restaurant 
reopens.

“i’m worried about the 
economy crashing again,” 
he said.

on Wednesday, some 
restaurant workers in 
Washington planned to 
strike, saying they can’t 
survive on subminimum 
wages and tips that are a 
fraction of what they used 
to be because of capacity 
limits. the workers, 
backed by the group 
one Fair Wage, want 
lawmakers to guarantee 
minimum wages for 
restaurant workers.
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ArIes:
 if you stop and think about it today, you’ll realize that the 
greatest battles of your life have been battles of will. So 
if you encounter conflict today, keep that in mind. If you 
can focus your brainpower on achieving one goal, there 
is nothing that can stop you. Do not accept compromise 
just for the sake of keeping the peace. move forward with 
your ideas. If you display all the confidence you feel, you 
won’t ruffle any feathers. You will inspire people.
tAurus:
there is no such thing as “too late.” if you see things 
aren’t going the way you want them to, put a stop to 
the progress. even if you’re not behind the wheel, 
you have every right to voice your opinion and 
suggest an alternate route. Starting today, you need 
to give yourself a lot more credit when it comes 
to business and financial matters. Although you 
certainly could use a stronger dose of willpower, 
you are on the right track. Don’t let anyone tell you 
otherwise.
GemINI:
When your schedule opens up and presents you with 
a chunk of free time, be sure you have a good way to 
use it! try not to fritter away the hours with mindless 
online surfing, shopping, or napping. You need a fun 
escapade you can enjoy by yourself. Fix yourself a nice 
dinner. Stream that foreign film you’ve been meaning 
to watch forever. take a bubble bath. Whatever you do, 
try to use your extra time to treat yourself.

cANcer:
money continues to be on your mind today. A glimpse at 
your bank statement might make you wonder if someone 
is playing a cruel joke on you! the numbers don’t lie, 
and what they’re telling you isn’t terribly great news. 
Don’t worry. Your lifestyle doesn’t have to change 
significantly, but your attitude does. Continue on 
your quest toward prioritizing your needs and try 
to make the little changes that make a big difference.
leO:
Shy away from anything emotionally or physically 
risky today. You should be concerned about safety. 
A new opportunity comes with more risks than 
you initially realized, and you’ll have to do some 
thorough research to make sure that you’re up for 
it. if you’re feeling a bit fragile, then let those in 
power know that this might not be the best time for 
you. there is no need to push yourself on this. play 
it safe. You can hop on board this gravy train next 
time.
VIrGO:
the day starts off smoothly and easily, and a sweet 
gift may even land right in your lap. Resist getting too 
relaxed too soon, though, because there could be a lot 
of noise coming from the sidelines. pay attention and 
take note of any changes afoot, but don’t let yourself get 
sucked into any drama (no matter how fun it may seem). 
toward the end of today, a feeling of relaxation will lead 
you toward a quiet evening.

lIBrA:
Like a brand-new sponge, your brain is eager to soak 
up everything in sight today! You always thought 
learning was fun, but today you could have so much fun 
learning something new that you may need a few days to 
recover! Get ready for a shocking revelation, intriguing 
announcement, or delightful declaration to stir up your 
imagination and make your energy skyrocket. there’s 
some good news coming your way, and it could involve 
a major transition.
scorpio:
You could wake up feeling a little directionless today, 
but that isn’t necessarily a bad thing. You’re probably 
in a holding pattern of sorts, waiting for the right time 
to come in for a landing, so to speak. there are things 
moving around you in unpredictable ways. Rather than 
going forward and hoping for the best, you’d be smart to 
stay back and let things settle on their own first. You have 
a very interesting view on things, one you should keep in 
mind for later.
sAGIttArIus:
 Your engine could have some trouble getting started 
today. if today’s events aren’t inspiring enough for you 
right now, take some initiative and mix them up a bit. 
While you’re waiting for things to come together later, 
do something unexpected now. Surprise someone with a 
phone call or e-mail. every day is yours to paint whatever 
color you choose, so exercise this power by making today 
the way you want it to be!

cAPrIcOrN:
 Your luck is changing today, which could be good or 
bad. if you’ve recently been blessed with a large cash 
windfall, the well of good fortune could start to dry 
up for you (but don’t worry, it’s temporary). But if 
you’ve felt like nothing has been going your way for 
quite a while, get ready for a change in direction! From 
unexpected money to getting that phone call you’ve 
been hoping for, things are definitely starting to look 
up!
AquArIus:
 You can expect to start this day with a lot of high 
energy, so much so that you might leap out of bed and 
dance around the room. there are a lot of emotions, 
ideas, and hopes swimming around in your head 
right now, and they’re giving you a blast of physical 
strength that can carry you through the day. there is 
no question that you have the drive and endurance to 
tackle all tasks and complete them with the efficiency 
of a supercomputer.
PIsces:
if you think you can fake your way through an intimidating 
situation today, think again! You can’t bluff your way to 
the top right now, so don’t even try. it’s wisest if you just 
admit to any anxieties or insecurities you might have 
up front. if you let everyone involved know that you’re 
feeling like a fish out of water, they’ll respect you for it. A 
key mark of your intellect is that you know when you don’t 
know something and you’re willing to admit it.

BAck tO WOrk! the Ozark star and recent 
emmy winner, Julia Garner is busy filming her latest 
project, Inventing Anna, in Nyc.

The BIG
 P I C

‘Borat’ sequel to be released by Amazon before election

NeW yOrk (AP): Borat is 
back. Sacha Baron Cohen 
has filmed a sequel to his 
2006 film “Borat! Cultural 
Learnings of America for 
Make Benefit Glorious Nation 
of Kazakhstan” that Amazon 
plans to release before the 
election.

the streaming giant 
confirmed Tuesday that it has 
acquired worldwide rights to 

the film. It’s reportedly titled: 
“Borat: Gift of pornographic 
monkey to Vice premiere 
mikhael pence to make 
Benefit Recently Diminished 
Nation of Kazakhstan.”

Reports have steadily 
accumulated about the 
project throughout the 
summer as it was filmed in 
secret during the pandemic. 
in early July, Rudy Giuliani 

called the police on Cohen 
after an interview in which 
Cohen emerged in character. 
Giuliani told page Six: 
“this guy comes running in 
wearing a crazy, what i would 
say was a pink transgender 
outfit. It was a pink bikini, 
with lace.”

in June, Cohen appeared 
at a far-right rally in olympia, 
Washington, posing as a 

sponsor of the event. He 
led the crowd in a racially 
charged singalong.

Cohen originated the 
character of Borat Sagdiyev, 
a fictional Kazakh journalist, 
on his series “Da Ali G Show.” 
The 2006 film, directed by 
Larry Charles, grossed $262 
million worldwide and was 
nominated for best adapted 
screenplay.

‘I Am Woman’ singer Helen Reddy, ’70s hitmaker, dies at 78
lOs ANGeles (AP): Helen Reddy, who 
shot to stardom in the 1970s with her 
rousing feminist anthem “i Am Woman” 
and recorded a string of other hits, has 
died. She was 78.

Reddy’s children traci and Jordan 
announced that the actor-singer died 
tuesday in Los Angeles. “She was a 
wonderful mother, Grandmother and a 
truly formidable woman,” they said in a 
statement. “our hearts are broken. But 
we take comfort in the knowledge that 
her voice will live on forever.”

Reddy’s 1971 version of “i Don’t 
Know How to Love Him” from the 
musical “Jesus Christ Superstar” 
launched a decade-long string of top 40 
hits, three of which reached No. 1.

the Australian-born singer enjoyed 
a prolific career, appearing in “Airport 
1975” as a singing nun and scoring 
several hits, including “Ain’t No Way 
to treat a Lady,” “Delta Dawn,” “Angie 
Baby” and “You and me Against the 
World.”

in 1973 she won the best female 
vocal pop performance Grammy Award 
for “i Am Woman,” quickly thanking 
her then-husband and others in her 
acceptance speech.

“i only have 10 seconds so i would 
like to thank everyone from Sony Capitol 
Records, i would like to think Jeff Wald 
because he makes my success possible 
and i would like to thank God because 
she makes everything possible,” Reddy 
said, hoisting her Grammy in the air 
and leaving the stage to loud applause. 
She also performed the song at the 
ceremony.

“i Am Woman” would become her 

biggest hit, used in films and television 
series.

in a 2012 interview with the 
Associated press, Reddy cited the 
gigantic success of “i Am Woman” as 
one of the reasons she stepped out of 
public life.

“that was one of the reasons that 
i stopped singing, was when i was 
shown a modern American history 
high-school textbook, and a whole 
chapter on feminism and my name 
and my lyrics (were) in the book,” she 
told the Ap. “And i thought, `Well, i’m 
part of history now. And how do i top 
that? I can’t top that.′ So, it was an 
easy withdrawal.”

Reddy’s death comes less than 
three weeks after the release of a 
biopic about her life called “i Am 
Woman.”

the film’s director, unjoo moon, 
said the film resulted in a seven-year 
friendship with Reddy.

“i will forever be grateful to Helen 
for teaching me so much about 
being an artist ,  a woman and a 
mother,” she said in a statement. 
“She paved the way for so many 
and the lyrics that she wrote for 
‘i  am Woman’ changed my life 
forever like they have done for so 
many other people and will continue 
to do for generations to come. She will 
always be a part of me and i will miss 
her enormously.”

A performer since childhood, 
Reddy was part of a show-business 
family in melbourne. She won a contest 
that brought her to the united States 
and launched her recording career, 

although she first had to overcome 
ideas about her sound.

“in my earlier days in Australia, i 
was considered to be more of a jazz 
singer,” she told the Ap in 1991. “When i 
won the contest that brought me to this 
country, one person said, ‘the judges 
didn’t feel you could have a recording 
career because you don’t have a 
commercial sound.’”

Reddy retired from performing in 
the 1990s and returned to Australia, 
getting her degree in clinical 
hypnotherapy.

She later returned to California, 
where in the 1970s she had served 
on a statewide parks and Recreation 
Commission, and returned to the stage 
occasionally.

in 2017 she performed “i Am 
Woman” at a Women’s march in Los 
Angeles, singing alongside actor Jamie 
Lee Curtis. Curtis said it was the “ 
honor of my life” to introduce Reddy 
at the event.

‘Lion King’ prequel in works, to 
be directed by Barry Jenkins

los Angeles, sep 30 (PtI): 
A prequel to “the Lion King” 
is in development at Disney 
Studios with oscar winner 
Barry Jenkins attached to 
direct the new project.

According to Deadline, 
Jeff Nathanson, who worked 
on the Jon Favreau-directed 
film last year, has penned a 
draft of the prequel.

“the Lion King”, a remake 
of the 1994 animated classic, 
used innovative techniques to 
create photorealistic animals 
and African landscapes. Voice 
starring Donald Glover as 
Simba and Beyonce as Nala, 
the film became a massive hit 

for the studio.
the logline is being 

kept under wraps, but it 
is expected that the film 
will further explore the 
mythology of the characters, 
including mufasa’s origin 
story.

Veteran actor James 
earl Jones lent his voice to 
mufasa, Simba’s father, for 
both the 1994 and 2019 
versions.

Jenkins, who is also 
planning to work with 
Disney on a biopic of famed 
choreographer Alvin Ailey 
for Searchlight, said he is 
looking forward to “the 

Lion King” prequel.
“Helping my sister raise 

two young boys during 
the ‘90s, i grew up with 
these characters. Having 
the opportunity to work 
with Disney on expanding 
this magnificent tale of 
friendship, love and legacy 
while furthering my work 
chronicling the lives and 
souls of folk within the 
African diaspora is a dream 
come true,” the director of 
“moonlight” and “if Beale 
Street Could talk” said.

Jenkins has completed for 
Amazon a limited series “the 
underground Railroad”.

Joey king reuniting with Netflix for ‘uglies’
los Angeles, sep 30 (PtI): Actor Joey King is set to star 
in the screen adaptation of young adult novel “uglies” in 
the works at Netflix.

the emmy-nominated actor is cementing ties with 
the streamer after the popular rom-com “the Kissing 
Booth” franchise.

According to the Hollywood Reporter, mcG will 
direct the feature based on Scott Westerfeld’s novel, 
which set in a dystopic world where cosmetic surgery 
is administered to everyone at the age of 16 to make 
them “pretty”.

mcG, whose real name is Joseph mcGinty Nichol, 
previously directed 2017 horror comedy “the 

Babysitter” for the digital platform.
“Grey’s Anatomy” showrunner Krista Vernoff will 

pen the screenplay.
John Davis and Jordan Davis will produce for 

Davis entertainment Company, along with Robyn 
mesinger for Anonymous Content, Dan Spilo for 
industry entertainment, and mcG and mary Viola for 
Wonderland.

King will executive produce the project, along with 
her mother, actor Jamie King and Westerfeld.

King also has the third installment of “the Kissing 
Booth” up for release next year.


