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CM inaugurates first house constructed under SGAY 
400 to get Rs 20,000 each for house upgradation before Dussehra

Gangtok, 13 Sept(IPR):Chief 
Minister, Prem Singh Tamang 
inaugurated the first house 
constructed under Sikkim 
GaribAwasYojana (SGAY) at 
Nandok, Syari constituency 
today and handed it over to 
the beneficiary.

The Chief Minister was 
accompanied by Minister 
cum Area MLA, KungaNima 
Lepcha, Cabinet Ministers, 
BS Panth and Bhim Hang 
Limboo,MLAs GT Dhungel 
and Em Prasad Sharma, Advi-
sor, TenzingLamtha, Principal 
Secretary, RDD, CS Rao, ADC 
(Development) Gangtok, BDO 
Nandok and officials.

Sikkim GaribAwasYojna is 
a flagship programme of the 
State Government to facili-
tate housing for poor and to 
improve the quality of life of 
deserving households by pro-
viding basic amenities. It aims 
to provide pucca houses to 
approximately 3,050benefi-
ciaries from across the State. 

The house constructed 

under SGAY is a single sto-
ried RCC structure, which 
consists of a living room, 
two bedrooms, kitchen, toi-
let along with TV and furni-
ture comprising of 1 sofa set, 
1 centre table, 2 almirah, 2 
single beds, and 1 double bed. 

The house was construct-
ed at an estimated cost of 
Rs.17,50,000including furni-
ture and a TV. 

It may be mentioned 
here that the Chief Minister 
launched the Sikkim GaribA-
wasYojana at Manan Kendra, 

Gangtokon 08 Oct, 2020.
Later, addressing the gath-

ering at Nandok BAC, the 
Chief Minister congratulated 
Athup Lepcha for being the 
first beneficiary under the 
housing scheme. He thanked 
and congratulated the Rural 

Development Department for 
completing the houses under 
the scheme in a record time of 
11 months, despite the pan-
demic and other hurdles. 

He said that after the of-
ficial inauguration of the first 
house under the scheme to-

day, all the houses which have 
been completed will be inau-
gurated from tomorrow on-
wards. He informed that the 
first phase of Sikkim GaribA-
wasYojana will be complet-
ed throughout the State by 
March 2022 and handed over 
to the beneficiaries.

The Chief Minister also 
mentioned that the State Gov-
ernment has recently launched 
the Sikkim Urban GaribA-
wasYojana (SUGAY), the first 
urban housing scheme in Sik-
kim, to cater to the urban poor. 
The vision of the State Govern-
ment is to ensure that every 
citizen has a roof over their 
head and have access to the 
programmes and schemes de-
signed for their upliftment.

The Chief Minister also an-
nounced to provide house up-
gradation of Rs.20,000 each 
before Dusshera festival to 
400 beneficiaries in each con-
stituency in the name of the 
female member of the house. 

turn to pg02

Ad-hoc teachers hold peace rally supporting 
proposed new recruitment policy

Clear skies make 
Khangchendzonga 
visible from Siliguri
Siliguri (WB), Sep 13 
(PTI): The snow-capped 
Khangchendzonga could 
be seen from the plains 
of Siliguri on Monday to 
the delight of locals and 
tourists.

Clear skies helped 
people see Khangchen-
dzonga, India's highest 
mountain, from Siliguri, 
Jalpaiguri and other 
parts of north Bengal.

Khangchendzonga, 
having an elevation of 
28,169 ft, is the third 
highest mountain in the 
world, lying between In-
dia and Nepal. 

No Covid death for 
third consecutive day

SummIT RePoRT
GANGToK, 13 Sept: 

The number of active cases of nov-
el coronavirus slipped to 809 on 

Monday with the release of 52 more 
persons from home isolations on 
Sunday. The figure of recovered cases 
of COVID-19 has further improved to 
29,165 and the state’s current recov-
ery rate stands at 96.1%.

On the other hand, there was 
no new COVID death for the third 
straight day in the State keeping Sik-
kim’s COVID-19 death toll at 377.

As per the daily COVID-19 report 
released by Integrated Disease Sur-
veillanceProgramme of Health De-
partment, 26 persons tested positive 
for COVID-19 during the testing of 

246 samples on Sunday bringing the 
state’s daily positivity rate to 10.5%. 

Twenty persons were found 
positive for COVID-19 in rapid 
antigen testing of 177 samples, 
while six more cases were detect-
ed in RT-PCR testing of 66 sam-
ples. Of the 26 new cases in the 
State, 08 cases were registered in 
East District, 14 in West District 
and 04 in South District. The tally 
of confirmed cases of COVID-19 has 
reached 30,650 in Sikkim.

Five new COVID patients have 
been hospitalized in the State, while 
eight COVID patients are currently 
admitted in ICU facilities of STNM 
hospital and Central Referral Hospi-
tal, Tadong.

SAGAR CheTTRI
GANGToK, 13 Sept: 

Hundreds of ad-hoc 
teachers from differ-

ent parts of Sikkim held a 
peace rally here on Mon-
day to show their sup-
port for the new recruit-
ment policy for ad-hoc 
teachers proposed by the 
state government. 

The rally, which was 
organized by All Sik-
kim Ad-hoc Teachers & 
Temporary Employees 
Association [ASATTEA], 
started from Deorali and 
ended at Titanic Park. 

Ad-hoc teachers car-
rying placards with mes-
sages like ‘We Support 
New Policy’, ‘New Policy 
is in Our Favor’, ‘Do Not 
Roll Back New Policy’ 
and others walked along 
the national highway in 
the rally.

Speaking to media 
persons after the rally, 
an ASATTEA executive 
member, Yogesh Sharma 

mentioned that the main 
objective of the rally was 
to send out the message 
that majority of ad-hoc 
teachers of Sikkim sup-
port the new recruitment 
policy of the government. 
He expressed that the 
huge participation of ad-
hoc teachers in the rally 
has given a clear message 
that the new policy is in 
their favour and interest. 

“CM has said that a 

decision will be taken in 
favour of what the major-
ity wants and this rally 
proves that majority of 
ad-hoc teachers want the 
new policy to be imple-
mented,” he expressed.

Mr Sharma men-
tioned that the associa-
tion has prepared a new 
memorandum including 
a few new demands of 
ad-hoc teachers andsoon, 
representatives of the as-

sociation will submit it to 
the Education Department 
through official channels. 

While mentioning 
that fewad-hoc teachers 
who were on thedharna 
demanding extension 
have also participated in 
the rally, he said that pro-
test is not the solution for 
any issue. Only dialogue 
can resolve issues and 
the association is always 
with ad-hoc teachers.

Centre gets 10 days to submit Covid 
death certificate, compensation rules

India records 27,254 COVID-19 cases, 219 deaths

KYC frauds: RBI 
cautions public 
not to share 
account details, 
passwords with 
unidentified 
agencies 
New Delhi, 13 Sept 
[PTI]: The Reserve Bank 
on Monday cautioned 
people against frauds in 
the name of KYC upda-
tion and advised them 
not to share key infor-
mation like account de-
tails or passwords with 
unidentified persons or 
agencies. 

In a release, the RBI 
said it has been receiv-
ing complaints/reports 
about customers falling 
prey to frauds being per-
petrated in the name of 
KYC updation. 

"The usual modus 
operandi in such cases 
include receipt of un-
solicited communica-
tion, such as, calls, SMSs, 
emails, etc., by customer 
urging him/her to share 
certain personal details, 
account / login details/ 
card information, PIN, 
OTP, etc. or install some 
unauthorised/ unveri-
fied application for KYC 
updation using a link 
provided in the commu-
nication," it said. 

Such communica-
tions are also reported to 
carry threats of account 
freeze, block or closure. 

Once the customer 
shares information over 
call/message/unauthor-
ised application, fraud-
sters get access to his/
her account, the central 
bank noted. 

"Members of public 
are hereby cautioned not 
to share account login 
details, personal infor-
mation, copies of KYC 
documents, card infor-
mation, PIN, password, 
OTP, etc. with unidenti-
fied persons or agen-
cies," RBI said.  Also, 
such details should not 
be shared through un-
verified or unauthorised 
websites or applications. 
In case they receive any 
such requests, customers 
should get in touch with 
their bank. 

The RBI further said 
that while the Regulated 
Entities (REs) are re-
quired to undertake peri-
odic updation of KYC, this 
process has been simpli-
fied to a large extent.  

New Delhi, 13 Sept 
[NDTV]: Guidelines on 
financial compensation 
for those who died after 
contracting the corona-
virus must be submitted 
by September 23, the 
Supreme Court told the 
government today.

The court also asked 
the government to re-
consider a clause that 
specifies "deaths due to 
poisoning, suicide, homi-
cide and accident, among 
others will not be consid-
ered (for issue of a COV-
ID-19 death certificate)... 
even if COVID-19 is an ac-
companying condition".

"You have said if a 
person committed sui-
cide after (being infected 
with) COVID-19, there 
will be no compensa-
tion... this cannot be ac-
cepted. You have to re-
consider this," a bench 
of Justice MR Shah and 
Justice AS Bopanna said.

The government has 
agreed to reconsider 
the clause. Yesterday 
the government told the 

court that the Health 
Ministry and the ICMR 
had worked out a set of 
guidelines for the issue 
of an "official document" 
for Covid-related deaths.

That affidavit was 
submitted 10 days after 
the court rapped the gov-
ernment over a delay in 
formulating rules for the 
issue of a Covid death 
certificate.

"Order on death cer-
tificates, (compensation 
for) deaths was passed 
long back. By the time 
you take further steps, 
third wave will also be 
over," the court had said.

In June the court 
ruled that the families of 
those who died from Co-
vid should get financial 
compensation, and gave 
the NDMA six weeks to 
decide on the amount 
and frame guidelines.

The court said the 
NDMA was bound to give 
"minimum standards of 
relief, which includes ex-
gratia assistance", but 
said the actual amount 

would be left "to the wis-
dom of the authority".

The government had 
argued that as per Sec-
tion 12 of the Disaster 
Management Act, the word 
"shall" should be construed 
as "may", meaning it is not 
mandatory to provide com-
pensation.

The government also 
said compensation could 
not be paid as it applied 
only to natural disasters, 
and that states could not 
afford to pay 4 lakh for 
every family.

The Congress 
slammed the centre over 
this issue, demanding 
compensation of  10 lakh 
per family and saying the 
government had no right 
to rule it could not pro-
vide this sum.

As of Monday morn-
ing over 4.42 lakh CO-
VID-19 deaths have been 
recorded (219 in the past 
24 hours), but experts 
believe the overall num-
ber is lower (perhaps 
significantly so) than the 
actual. 

New Delhi, Sep 13 (PTI): India 
saw a single-day rise of 27,254 
new COVID-19 cases, taking the 
infection tally in the country to 
3,32,64,175, while the count of 
active cases declined to 3,74,269, 
according to Union Health Minis-
try data on Monday. The death toll 
due to the disease has climbed to 
4,42,874, with 219 daily fatalities 
being recorded, the data updated 
at 8 am showed.

The count of daily new cases 
has remained below 50,000 for 78 
consecutive days now, according 
to the ministry. The tally of active 
cases has declined to 3,74,269, 
which comprises 1.13 per cent of 
the total infections, while the na-
tional COVID-19 recovery rate was 
recorded at 97.54 per cent, the 
ministry said.

A reduction of 10,652 cases 
has been recorded in the active 
COVID-19 caseload in a span of 
24 hours. Also, 12,08,247 CO-

VID-19 tests were conducted in 
the country on Sunday, taking 
the total of such examinations to 
54,30,14,076.

The daily positivity rate was 
recorded at 2.26 per cent. This has 
been below three per cent for the 
last 14 days, and below five per 
cent for 97 consecutive days now, 
the ministry said.

The weekly positivity rate was 
recorded at 2.11 per cent. The fig-
ure has been below three per cent 
for the last 80 days, according to 
the Health Ministry.

The number of people who 
have recuperated from the disease 
has surged to 3,24,47,032, while 
the case fatality rate was recorded 
at 1.33 per cent. The cumulative 
number of COVID-19 vaccine dos-
es administered in the country so 
far under the nationwide vaccina-
tion drive has reached 74.38 crore, 
according to the ministry.

India's COVID-19 tally had 

crossed the 20-lakh mark on Au-
gust 7, 2020, 30 lakh on August 23, 
40 lakh on September 5, 50 lakh on 
September 16, 60 lakh on Septem-
ber 28, 70 lakh on October 11, 80 
lakh on October 29, 90 lakh on No-
vember 20 and the one-crore mark 
on December 19.

The country crossed the grim 
milestone of two crore cases on 
May 4 and three crore on June 23.

The 219 new fatalities include 
67 from Kerala and 46 from Maha-
rashtra.

A total of 4,42,874 deaths have 
been reported so far in the coun-
try, including 1,38,142 from Maha-
rashtra, 37,504 From Karnataka, 
35,168 from Tamil Nadu, 25,083 
from Delhi, 22,883 from Uttar 
Pradesh, 22,551 from Kerala and 
18,577 from West Bengal.

The Health Ministry stressed 
that more than 70 per cent of the 
deaths occurred due to co-mor-
bidities. 
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Chamling visits 
Yuksom-Tashiding

SummIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 13 Sept:

Sikkim Democratic 
Front president, for-

mer Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling, visited various 
villages under Yuksom-
Tashiding constituency in 
West Sikkim today. 

He was welcomed at 
Tashiding-Rangit bridge 

by party leaders, youth 
and local residents, an 
SDF press release in-
forms.

Mr Chamling vis-
ited Gangyap, Chyakha, 
Thangchung, Tashiding 
bazaar, Chyakhung, Lek-
shep, Reshi and other 
areas. He met the elderly 
and those suffering from 

illness.
Local residents said 

that Sikkim is suffering in 
the absence of Mr Cham-
ling’s leadership, the re-
lease mentions.

They urged him to 
lead Sikkim again to 
which Mr Chamling said 
that he will always work 
for the people of Sikkim.

DISHA meeting held for West Sikkim

Gyalshing, 13 Sept (IPR):  The 
District Development Coordina-
tion and Monitoring Committee 
(DISHA) meeting for West Dis-
trict was held at the Conference 
Hall of West District Zilla Pan-
chayat Bhawan, Kyongsa, today. 
It was organized by the Rural 
Development Department in co-
ordination with District Admin-
istration West.

The meeting was chaired by 
the Member of Parliament (Lok 
Sabha), Indra Hang Subba who 
is also the Chairman of DISHA 
Committee. He was accompa-
nied by Deputy Speaker, San-
gay Lepcha, Adhakshya West, 
Devika Subba, Up-Adhakshya 
West, Ashok Gurung, District 
Collector West,Karma R. Bonpo, 
ADC (Development), Gyalshing 
& Soreng,Surat Kumar Gurung 
&Gayas Pega and HODs' & Of-
ficials from various line depart-
ments.

MPIndra Hang Subba in his 
address directed all the line 

departments to intimate con-
cerned Area MLAs of all the 
ongoing works so that there is 
proper coordination and timely 
delivery of service to the people.

He directed the Welfare De-
partment officers to promote 
awareness programmes at re-
mote areas regarding pension 
related schemes so they can 
access the benefits and simulta-
neously get educated about the 
schemes. He also appealed to 
the department heads in the dis-
trict to come up with innovative 
programmes for the welfare of 
the rural areas. He urged all the 
representatives and the authori-
ties to convene inter-depart-
mental coordination meetings 
on a regular basis.

He also suggested to conduct 
proper programmes, implement 
every scheme for the develop-
ment of rural areas with proper 
coordination with the panchay-
ats and MLA concerned.

The MP expressed his grati-

tude towards Rural Develop-
ment Department for organiz-
ing the meeting. He stressed on 
One Nation One Ration Card and 
asked for the smooth implemen-
tation of the scheme. He also 
highlighted the Rural Electrifi-
cation Schemes, and Jal Jiwan 
Mission and asked for the imple-
mentation through public par-
ticipation.

Earlier, District Collector, 
West,Karma R. Bonpo high-
lighted about the DISHA and 
called for continued effort to 
ensure that all the schemes and 
programmes aimed at grassroot 
development are achieved in 
the stipulated time. Addressing 
the house, the District Collector 
spoke about the Internet Con-
nectivity to Senior and Second-
ary schools so that virtual class-
es run smoothly.

In conclusion, the District 
Collector highlighted some 
of the activities in the district 
namely science lab in Senior 

Secondary Schools, sports ac-
tivities, and several initiatives in 
the health sector like construc-
tion of Covid-19 RTPCR testing 
laboratory and upgradation of 
Soreng CHC.

The programme also wit-
nessed Power Point Presenta-
tion by the various departments 
about the schemes, data and its 
implementation in entire dis-
trict which are as follows:

1. Rural Development De-
partment presented on MGNRE-
GA, SBM, PMGSY, NRLM, PMAGY, 
PMAYG and NRDWP.

2. Power Department on 
DDUGJY and IPDS.

3. Social Justice and Welfare 
Department on PMJVK, NSAP, 
BBBP, ICDS and NSAP.

4. Food and civil supplies on 
ONORC and PMGKAY.

5. Education Department on 
Samagra Siksha and MFMS.

6. Health Department on 
NHM (National Health Mission).

7. Agriculture Department 
on PMKSY, PKVY, RKVY PMFBY 
and SHC.

8. Urban Development De-
partment on PMAYU and AM-
RUT.

During the presentation, 
various issues were discussed 
in detail wherein issues were 
raised by the present dignitaries 
and responded by the officials 
present.

Earlier, the welcome address 
was proposed by ADC (Develop-
ment) Gyalshing,Surat Kumar 
Gurung while a vote of thanks 
was proposed by ADC (Develop-
ment) Soreng,Gayas Pega.

EVMs commissioned for 
Arithang II by-poll

minister visits 7 wards 
in North Sikkim

Skill Development Training on 
Trout and Carp Farming

West officials inspect damage 
by natural calamities

District Planning Committee Meeting held for East District

Along with this, 100 beneficiaries in each constitu-
ency will also be provided with GCI sheets. 

He maintained that since the Government is con-
structing homes for the people, both rural and urban, 
the practice of distributing GCI sheets, will gradually 
be discontinued. He also informed that the State gov-
ernment objective is to bring equality in society and 
that those belonging to the weaker sections get the 
opportunity to make their lives better.

The Chief Minister also informed about the es-
tablishment of the Drivers Welfare Board, which will 
have its Chairperson, six Vice-Chairpersons and a 
dedicated budget, for the overall welfare of the driv-
ers in the State.

The Chief Minister highlighted some of the major 
achievements of the Government in the past months. 
He said that substantial work has been accomplished 
especially in the health, education sector and rural de-
velopment sector. He said that the Covid-19 pandemic 
has further strengthened the State Government’s 
commitment towards ensuring that the citizens are 
safe, healthy and have easy access to the best and af-
fordable healthcare facilities. 

The State Government is determined to provide 
health facilities right at the doorsteps of both the 
rural and urban residents. Major changes have been 
brought about in the health sector by setting up labs 
and other infrastructures and recruiting Specialists, 
Medical Officers, Non-technical employees and health 
workers.

The programme was also addressed by Minister, 
KungaNima Lepcha.

cm inaugurates...

Gangtok, 13 Sept(IPR):  The District 
Planning Committee Meeting of the 
East District ZillaPanchayat (EDZP) was 
held today at the ZillaPanchayat Confer-
ence Hall, Sichey, Gangtok.

The meeting began with a power 
point presentation and an open discus-
sion of various issues such as the State 
Finance Commission (SFC) Grant sec-
ond Instalments 2020-2021, 15th State 
Finance Commission Tied and Untied 
Grant 2020-2021 second Instalment, 
DeenDayalPuraskar fund utilization 
and Re- allocation Plans and Proposals.

The ADC East, TusharNikhare in his 
keynote address congratulated on the 
achievement of DeenDayalPuraskar 
that added another laurel to the State. 
He said that the most important focus 
should be on the asset building process 
and that the State has always been suc-
cessful in its vision of promoting its 
own local products. He shared the vari-
ous innovative ideas about the augmen-
tation of water resources, online educa-
tion system, opening small gym centres 
in the local areas to create an aware-
ness for youth on healthy lifestyle. He 
highlighted that youth launching pads 
like gyms, music classes, open rooms 
for small libraries that contribute to the 
society for social causes for upcoming 
generations are highly encouraging.

The ADC further highlighted the 
Atal Labs that have been established 
in many schools and urged all the Zilla 

members to contribute on the behest of 
them by distributing educational tools, 
honouring the good students in order 
to send a strong message in the society.

Lastly, he requested the Zilla mem-
bers to go through various yojana sites 
that has been implemented successful-
ly in other parts of the Country so that 
they can extract knowledge and utilize 
their resources and avenue to contrib-
ute in their respective local areas.

Adhakshya, East, and Chairman 
DPC,ShamsherRai in his brief address 
said that ZillaPanchayat and Panchayat 
along with the allied departments need 
to work in co- ordination for public in-
terest. He stated that it was because of 
the contribution of all the zilla mem-
bers and Panchayats that the State 
was awarded with DeenDayalPuraskar. 
He spoke about the works that can be 
done from the grassroot level focusing 
on providing schemes and innovative 
ideas that can be a small help for the 
weaker section in the respective local 
areas. He also stressed that EDZP has 
always contributed and will continue to 
work for the people and for the overall 
development of the State. 

The meeting was also attended by 
Joint Project Director EDZP Dilliram 
Sharma, District Planning Officer EDZP, 
SonamGyatso Bhutia, HoDs of various 
line departments, BDOs, ZillaPanchay-
ats and officials from East District 
ZillaPanchayat(EDZP).

Gangtok, 13 Sept 
[IPR]: The commission-
ing of Electronic Voting 
Machines (EVMs) in-
cluding reserved EVMs 
to be used for the up-
coming By-election of 
10 Arithang II Municipal 
ward of Gangtok Munici-
pal Corporation was held 
at the Conference Hall of 
District Administrative 
Centre, East, today. 

All the polled EVMs 
of the previous Munici-
pal elections were sent 
to State Election Com-
mission and fifteen sets 
of new machines were 
brought to District Ad-
ministrative Centre for 
commissioning and 
training purpose.

Accordingly, the 
Strong Room was opened 
at 2.15 pm in the presence 
of contesting candidates 
and their election agents.

The commissioning 
was conducted under the 
supervision of Municipal 
Returning Officer (MRO) 
East, Ragul K. in the pres-
ence of Election Observ-
er, Tshewang Gyachho 
and ADC East, Tushar G. 
Nikhare.

An Engineer from 
Electronic Corporation of 
India Limited (ECIL) was 
present to supervise and 
assist the commissioning 
process of the EVMs.

After the commis-
sioning process, the 

EVMs were stored and 
sealed in the Strong 
Room located at District 
Administrative Centre, 
East and is guarded by 
Sikkim Armed Police and 
under 24x7 CCTV sur-
veillance. 

It may be mentioned 
that there will be three 
Polling Stations and the 
date for the poll is sched-
uled on 17th September.

The polling parties 
will be despatched to 
Polling Stations on 16th 
September at 2 pm.

WANGChuK BhuTIA
mANGAN, 13 Sept:

On the 7th day of his 
tour, Minister for 

Roads& Bridges cum 
MLA Lachen-Mangan 
constituency, Samdup 
Lepcha visited Toong 
ward, Rel Ward, Naga 
Ward, Blue-Tongbook 
Ward, SinghikSantam 
Ward, LingdingRingdang 
Ward and Kajor ward to-
day where he met with the 
public of all the wards. 

During the visit, he 
listened to the grievances 
of the public and assured 
to findsolutions.

Like in all other wards, 
the Minister initiated open 
air discussion where he 
patiently listened to the 
inputs given by each and 
every one and assured all 
that the positive inputs 
will be taken seriously 
and will be utilized for 
the all-round develop-
ment of the wards.

Soreng, 13 Sept(IPR): 
As per the directions 
of MLA, Aditya Golay, a 
team of officials led by 
the Sub Division Mag-
istrate (Soreng), Ran-
jan Rai along with Sik-
kim Krantikari Morcha 
CLC president did site 
inspection of the dam-
ages done by natural ca-
lamities and incomplete 
houses under the Chief 
Minister Rural Housing 
Scheme in and around 
Soreng-Chakung Con-
stituency, today.

The team had an in-
teraction with the local 

people wherein they put 
forth their grievances 
and inconveniences. The 
SDM (Soreng) assured 
that all the eligible per-
sons will be compensat-
ed and that financial aid 
will be provided from the 
Government as per the 
norms and after proper 
verification. 

"Basic commod-
ity such as connectivity 
and proper accessibility 
is a must for any kind 
of growth and develop-
ment. Thus, we will pro-
vide all the necessary 
and mandatory aids re-

quired for the develop-
ment." he added.

The villages that were 
visited today had prob-
lem which are otherwise 
considered basic human 
needs such as proper 
housing, water source, 
sanitation and connectiv-
ity. The local people were 
assured for all the assis-
tance required from the 
Government.

The team wrapped 
up the inspection by vis-
iting sites of those ben-
eficiaries who are under 
the Garib Awaas Yojana 
Scheme.

Gangtok, 13 Sept (IPR): 
The three-day Skill De-
velopment Training 
programme on Trout 
andCarp Farming, com-
menced from today at 
Atal Incubation Centre 
(AIC)-SMUTBI, Majhitar, 
East Sikkim today. 

PD-cum-Secretary, 
Animal Husbandry and 
Veterinary Services De-
partment, DrSangey D 
Bhutia graced the in-
augural session as the 
Chief Guest in the spe-
cial presence of Director 
Incharge, Composite Re-
gional Centre under DEP-
wDs, Ministry of Social 
Justice and Empower-
ment, Government of In-
dia, Moirangthem Irish, 
Director, Directorate of 
Fisheries, Government of 
Sikkim, N Jaswant.

Over thirty fish farm-
ers and educated youths 
from Tenkilakha, Regu, 
Rhenock, Rongli, Nam-
chebong, Phadamchen, 
Thekabong, Pakyong, 
Gangtok, Sang Martam, 
Khamdong, Rimbik, Srib-
adam, Daramdin,  Nam-
chi,  Lingee, Sokpey and 
other parts of the State 
are attending the Entre-
preneurship  Develop-
ment Training on fish 
farming. The programme 
is being organised in 
joint collaboration with 
the Directorate of Fish-
eries, Government of 
Sikkim and AIC-SMUTBI, 
Majhitar, East and sup-
ported by the National 
Fisheries Development 
Board, Hyderabad.

Addressing the inau-

gural session, DrSangey 
D Bhutia urged the train-
ees to imbibe the inputs 
from the training session 
and bring in practice for 
the augmentation in fish 
production in the state. 
He also touched upon 
the current scenario of 
traditional fish farming 
practice and outlined 
the need for transforma-
tion in the fisheries sec-
tor with the adoption of 
newly emerged advanced 
methods extensively 
to enhance productiv-
ity and farmers income. 
He encouraged the fish 
farmers for an increase 
in production level and 
added that the augmen-
tation in farming prac-
tices will certainly lead 
to reduce the current 
ratio of imports. He also 
advised the trainees and 
fish farming aspirants to 
visit the newly launched 
e-portal i.e.https://
pmmsy.sikkim.gov.in/ 
and take benefits of vari-
ous provisions under 
PradhanMantriMatsyaS-
ampadaYojana, through 
online mode. The Sec-
retary also emphasized 
on the various efforts 
being made by the state 
government and advised 
farmers to take benefit of 
availed opportunities.

Director, N Jaswant, 
gave an overview of the 
training programme 
and anticipated making 
a fruitful and output-
oriented session for the 
growth of the fisheries 
sector. He underlined 
recent initiatives and 

marked the progressive 
indicators as the begin-
ning of the second inning 
in the pace of develop-
mental process in the 
fisheries sector. He in-
formed that the trainees 
will be imparted useful 
knowledge in terms of an 
overview of the fisheries 
sector, current scenario 
and future perspectives, 
different farming tech-
niques for intensive and 
integrated farming, value 
addition, various provi-
sions in PMMSY for en-
trepreneurship develop-
ment etc.

CEO, AIC, SMUTBI 
DrTejChingtham pre-
sented the role of AIC in 
skill development and 
entrepreneurship. The 
centre is supported by 
NITI Ayog, Government 
of India to promote a cul-
ture of innovation and 
entrepreneurship in 

It may be mentioned 
here that the Persons 
with Disabilities will also 
be incorporated and en-
couraged towards fisher-
ies farming to earn their 
livelihood under the 
guidance of CRC/Sikkim.

The inaugural session 
concluded with the Vote 
of Thanks presented by 
the Additional Director, 
Directorate of Fisheries, 
CSRai.
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Request for Bids
(Two-Envelope Bidding Process)

Employer: Gangtok Smart City Development Limited (GSCDL)

Project:  SIK-GAN-017 “Construction of Pedestrian Foot-Over Bridges at Various Locations in Gangtok”

RFB No:  008 /GSCDL/2021, Project identification No: SIK-GAN-017.

Issued on: 10th September‘ 2021

1. The GSCDL is to receive financing under the Smart City Mission, and intends to apply part of the proceeds toward payments under 
the contract “For this contract, the GSCDL shall process the payments as per the Company policy, terms and conditions laid in this 
Standard Procurement Document, subject to availability of funds.

2. The GSCDL now invites sealed Bids from eligible Bidders for the work “Construction of Pedestrian Foot-Over Bridges at Various 
Locations in Gangtok” to be completed within a period of Eighteen Months.

3. Bidding will be conducted through competitive procurement using Request for Bids (RFB) as specified herein and is open to all 
eligible Bidders as defined in the given criteria.

4. Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from the office of the Chief Executive Officer, GSCDL; email id – 
ceosmartcity.gangtok@gmail.com and inspect the bidding document during office hours between 11:00 hrs to 15:00 hrs from 
Date:13/09/2021 to 17/09/2021 at the address indicated below.

5. The bidding document in English may be purchased by interested eligible Bidders during working days between 11:00 hrs to 
15.00hrs 21/09/2021 to 24/09/2021 at the address indicated below, upon the submission of a written application to the address 
below and upon payment of a nonrefundable fee as mentioned in the table below. The method of payment will be through 
demand draft payable to Gangtok Smart City Development Limited. The DD should be issued by a Nationalized Bank and be 
payable at Gangtok.

6. Bids must be delivered to the address indicated below, on or before 1300 hours on 18/10/2021. Electronic bidding will not be 
permitted. Late Bids will be rejected. The outer Bid envelopes marked “ORIGINAL BID”, and the inner envelopes marked “TECHNI-
CAL PART” will be publicly opened in the presence of the Bidders’ designated representatives and anyone who chooses to attend, 
at the address below at 1500 hrs on 19/10/2021. All envelopes marked “FINANCIAL PART” shall remain unopened and will be held 
in safe custody of the Employer until the second public Bid opening. 

7. All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security {2.5% of bid value}in the form of Demand Draft from any scheduled/nationalized 
bank in favor of Chief Executive Officer, Gangtok Smart City Development Limited, payable at Gangtok.

The details are as follows: -

Sl. 
No

Project 
Code

Tender 
Pack-
age

List of Junctions Cost put to 
tender

Cost of 
Tender 
Form

Bid Security 
Value

Appropriate 
Contractor 
Grade

1 SIK-
GAN-017

Pack-
age A

1. Holy Cross Junction
2. Saraswati Mandir
3. Manipal Junction
4. Metro Point Junction
5. Convoy Ground

₹5,21,71,190/- ₹50,000/- ₹13,50,000/- II A

2 SIK-
GAN-017

Pack-
age B

1.Amdo Golai Junction
  2.D.A.C Junction
3. D.P.H Junction
4. Kazi Road Junction
5. Chanmari Junction
6. Bojhogari Junction
7. Rejuvenation and Improvement 
of Existing Pedestrian Foot-over 
bridges at Hospital Dara, Metro 
Point & Lal Bazar junction.

₹7,00,02,667/- ₹50,000/- ₹17,50,000/- I B

8. The address(es) referred to above is (are): 
Chief Executive Officer
Gangtok Smart City Development Limited, Kisan Bazar, Level-5- 737101, Gangtok, Sikkim, India 
Email address: ceosmartcity.gangtok@gmail.com
Website: http://smartcitygangtok.com/&https://smartnet.niua.org/

Sd/-
Chief Technical Officer

Gangtok Smart City Development Ltd

MANJUSRI PUBLIC SCHOOL
      
ADMISSIONS FOR 2022 ACADEMIC SESSION

Applications for admission are now being accepted for the 2022 
academic session for Grades KG - IX. Last date for accepting of 
application is  30 September 2021 depending on availability of seats. 
Applications may be submitted online through the school website www.
mpssikkim.edu.in or at the City Campus office, M.G Marg.

Telephone enquiries may be directed to Mr. Christopher Rai: 03592 203093, 
9474838324

Chungyal Complex, M G Marg, Gangtok, Sikkim 737101
Email: mpsadmin@mpssikkim.edu.in 

EPCS youth donate 
blood on Youth Sunday 

PIB Gangtok organizes 
webinar on Poshan Maah

Gangtok, 13 Sept (PIB): 
Expert-panellists, includ-
ing the nodal-officer-in-
charge of Sikkim for eradi-
cation of malnutrition and 
successful implementa-
tion of ICDS schemes and 
other Anganwadi projects, 
today, underlined the need 
for wise and cost-effective 
promotion of nutritious 
food, especially for the 
pregnant women, lactat-
ing mothers including 
their toddlers and adoles-
cent girls, to counter the 
general and the emerging 
challenges in the wake of 
covid-19 pandemic.

Addressing district, 
block and local-level co-
ordinators and other 
functionaries of  nutrition-
promotion at a webinar, 
organised by PIB, Gangtok 
to mark the nationwide 
PoshanMaah currently 
underway, the speakers 
appealed that all sections 
of society should further 
coordinate their efforts in 
strengthening the ongoing 
fight against malnutrition 
in some sections of people. 

NagendranathTiwari, 
Dy Technical Adviser in 
the Kolkata-based region-

al office of the Government 
of India’s Food & Nutrition 
Board, said, dietary di-
versification has become 
mandatory to incorporate 
effective and balanced nu-
trition in the daily intake 
of food. Stating that a joint 
fight was on against the 
increasing habit of junk 
food in youngsters, ShriTi-
wari said the role of the 
Food Standards & Safety 
Authority of India(FSSAI) 
and promotion of age-old 
practices of Ayush are 
very effective in the drive 
to promote safe food for 
increased immunity in 
people. He allayed fears 

that processed, packaged 
food is unsafe provided it 
is tested and certified by 
quality-control agencies. 

Effectively deliber-
ating on steps taken to 
eradicate malnutrition in 
Sikkim, YaminiPradhan, 
District Programme Of-
ficer, ICDS Division Social 
Welfare Department, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim said, 
problems among young 
lactating mothers in the 
State is a concern due to 
improper nutrition. The 
State administration has 
adopted several measures 
to address it. Supplemen-
tary food items are be-

ing given to the children 
through ICDS and the 
State Government has 
made it a priority that no 
children are left malnour-
ished, she said.  

 Addressing the webi-
nar, JyotsanaKhatiwada, 
Asstt Director (Nutrition) 
in the State Social Welfare 
Department narrated the 
importance of balanced 
diet in alleviation of mal-
nutrition among pregnant 
ladies, lactating mothers 
and children.    

Both the officers gave 
PPT presentations to put 
forth the ongoing efforts for 
eradicating malnutrition 

among some section of the 
expecting and the mothers 
of newly-born child.

Speaking in the webi-
nar, AmitPatro, Editor, Sik-
kim Express narrated the 
effective role media can play 
in spreading awareness on 
social welfare measures.  In 
this regard, the role of social 
media has increased many 
fold, he said.

Earlier, Ajay Mhamia, 
Director, PIB, Gangtok 
welcomed the over-100 
strong participants. Sik-
kim, being on the fore 
front of growing organic 
food items, must promote 
increased use of vegeta-
bles in food items for a 
healthy life. A latest medi-
cal study, conducted over 
5 lakh people by medicos 
of a leading US hospital, 
has found that users of in-
creased vegetable intake 
fought much more effec-
tively against the onslaught 
of covid-19, he said. 

Field office of PIB 
and ROB in Northeastern 
States and a large number 
of journalists also logged-
in in the webinar.  Shovan-
Mitra conducted the event 
for PIB, Gangtok.

Governor’s greetings on Hindi Diwas
SummIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 13 Sept:

On the occasion of 
'Hindi Diwas', the 

Governor of Sikkim, Gan-
ga Prasad, has extended 
his greetings to the peo-
ple of Sikkim.

While congratulat-
ing and conveying the 
message to the people 
of Sikkim, he has said, 
“Hindi language played 
an important role in giv-
ing independence to the 
country, it is the language 
of the people, which gen-
erates goodwill, and it is 
a language that estab-
lishes integrity and unity. 
This has its own histori-
cal value and has rich 
vocabulary. It is a simple, 
intuitive and full of sci-
entific language, today is 
the day of such language 
Hindi, by celebrating it as 
Hindi fortnight, aware-

ness about Hindi is to 
be created in the general 
public. 

The importance of 
Hindi has increased in 
the present context. It 
has taken the form of an 
emerging communica-
tion language. By tying 
the independent India 
in one thread, the na-
tion has been led on the 
path of progress. This 
language has not only 
enriched its literature 
by tying all the mother 

tongues in a garland, but 
has also promoted na-
tional integration by con-
necting mother tongues 
with a mainstream. 

The main objective of 
'Hindi Diwas' is to spread 
it among the people so 
that all the people can 
connect with their roots. 
It is such a language that 
connects all of us to-
gether by coordinating 
with all other languages. 
In Sikkim, the magazine 
'Kangchenjunga' edited 
by DrPradeepTripathi has 
also helped in enriching 
Hindi by giving opportuni-
ties to local Hindi creators 
will take shape and in-
crease its importance.

Therefore, on the oc-
casion of 'Hindi Diwas' 
today, I send my best 
wishes to all of you Sik-
kimese.

'Jai Hind'.”

SFA conducts 
trials for 
National 
Women’s 
Football C’ship
SummIT RePoRT
GANGToK, 13 Sept: 

Sikkim Football Asso-
ciation [SFA] is con-

ducting selection trials 
for senior footballers for 
upcoming Women Senior 
National Football Cham-
pionship.

A press release in-
forms that trials for 
South and West Districts 
of Sikkim will be held on 
17 September at Soreng 
School ground in West 
District. The selection 
trial will start at 11 AM.

Those selected in the 
trials will be part of the 
Sikkim women football 
team that will participate 
in the Senior National 
Football Championship 
to be conducted by All 
India Football Federation 
in November this year.

The release adds that 
selection trials for North 
and East Districts were 
conducted at Gangtok 
last week.

It is added that in-
terested footballers can 
contact coaches, Palden 
Bhutia [78723-63249] 
and PuspaGurung 
[95474-05823], assis-
tant coach Anuradha-
Chettri [97-33555-949] 
and DhanKumari Sharma 
[97759-28880] for fur-
ther details.

SP Mukherjee joins NHPC Siligurias 
Regional Office Executive Director

SKM student wing urges Govt to 
reopen schools and colleges

SummIT RePoRT
GANGToK, 13 Sept: 

Youth of Gangtok 
Church Youth Fellow-

ship of Evangelical Pres-
byterian Church of Sikkim 
celebrated Youth Sunday 
with a voluntary Blood 
Donation Camp here at 
Platinum Jubilee Hall of 
the church on Sunday. 

A total of 28 youths 
donated blood during the 
camp, which was organised 
by Gangtok Church Youth 

Fellowship in partnership 
with the Social Service 
Wing of Evangelical Presby-
terian Church of Sikkim.

The young donors 
were motivated and have 
committed to continue 
with blood donation in 
days to come to save 
someone’s life, it is in-
formed. GCYF has thanked 
the team of Blood Bank of 
STNM Hospital, Sochak-
gang for their support to 
the camp. 

SummIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 13 Sept:

Executive members of 
Sikkim VidyarthiMor-

cha, the student wing of 
Sikkim KrantikariMorcha 
party, visited the Educa-
tion Department today 
and submitted a memo-
randum to the Minister, 
Advisor and Principal 
Secretary, a press release 
informs.

The memorandum 
highlighted the plight of 

students due to closure 
of academic institutions. 
Among the issues raised 
was the reopening of 
educational institutions 
with strict compliance 
of SOPs and Covid Ap-
propriate Behavior, con-
duct of Student Repre-
sentative Council (SRC) 
elections in colleges and 
extension of last day to 
apply for B.Ed. college, 
Soreng for session 2021-
2022.

SummIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 13 Sept:

Newly-appointed Ex-
ecutive Director, Shy-

ama Prasad Mukherjee 
has assumed the charge 
of NHPC Regional Of-
fice, Siliguri on 11 Sept, a 
press release informs. 

The Projects and 
Power Stations located 
in the State of West Ben-
gal, Sikkim and Manipur 
comes under the jurisdic-
tion of Regional Office, 
Siliguri. Alongwith Ex-
ecutive Director, Siliguri, 
MrMukherjee is also the 
Chief Executive Officer of 
LancoTeesta Hydro Power 
Limited (A wholly owned 
subsidiary of NHPC Ltd.) in 
Sikkim.

MrMukherjee started 
his career as an engineer 
in NHPC’s Tanakpur Power 
Station in 1987. He has de-
voted more than 33 years 
of his career in important 

areas of Civil Engineering, 
Construction and Hydro 
Electrical and excelled in 
all the challenges that came 
across, the release men-
tions. 

In his address, 
MrMukherjee advised all 
officers to work with zeal, 
energy and enthusiasm and 
in mission mode. He further 
stated that NHPC has sever-
al projects which have to be 
completed in the stipulated 
time frame and monitor-
ing quality parameters in 
which all officers have an 
important role to play.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Any Wiser?
Disasters require preparedness, not just 

repairs

The State is completing ten years since the 18 Sep-
tember 2011 Earthquake, and it has become nec-

essary for Sikkim and its people to make some honest 
appraisals of their preparedness. It is unfortunate that 
this still needs to be said. It should not be so, because, 
given that the Sikkimese have lived with earthquakes 
and landslides ever since they have inhabited the land, 
they, along with other communities living along the 
Himalaya, should instead have become sought-after 
resource persons to prepare others on how to miti-
gate natural disasters. That is obviously not the case, 
hence, the trigger of a 6.8 on the Richter Scale earth-
quake of 18 Sept 2011, the severest that the Sikkim Hi-
malaya has pushed in recorded history, was required 
to fire awareness and involvement. But now, seven 
years since the event and several crores spent on re-
construction even that does not seem to be working. 
It has now been a while since the State was visited 
by a temblor of consequence, and that seems to have 
lulled people back into a false sense of security. And 
while it is not being suggested that Sikkim remain in a 
perpetual state of panic or even alert, it needs to also 
remember not to forget.

But, if memory serves, it had begun forgetting with-
in a year of 2011 itself. On the first anniversary of Sik-
kim’s Big One, a minor rattle had nudged Sikkim and 
managed to spread easy panic. Agreed, the 18 Septem-
ber 2011 experience was harrowing and nerves were 
expected to be on edge on its first anniversary, hence 
the panic which followed the anniversary shake. This 
is also borne out by the fact that although there have 
been some quakes since then, not all have triggered 
any real panic. But, in how most of the State still reacts, 
one finds areas which unfortunately still need work. 
Earthquake do’s and don’ts are known to be forgotten 
(in the event of a marginally severe jolt) even before 
the earthquake shudders have subsided, and people 
end up doing everything that experts advise against 
in the event of a quake. A majority of the people rush 
out, a potentially dangerous undertaking in areas 
which have suffered a power blackout and downright 
reckless in the rush with which people tend to troop 
out. When it comes to Gangtok, except those around 
MG Marg or PS Road, others do not have convenient 
open spaces to accommodate the footfalls safely and 
people tend to spillover from footpaths on to the high-
way, which, in the wake of a rattle invariably have an 
abundance of reckless and inconsiderate drivers; their 
screeching brakes and persistent honking adding to 
the confusion. 

In the face of such infectious confusion, the con-
cerned authorities should try harder to inform and 
reassure people not only in advance, but also in the 
wake. Sikkim is not serviced by 24x7 news channels, 
but still needs to be updated in real-time in times 
of emergency and alternate communication models 
need to be tried out and refined. Mobile phones are 
not an advisable option because connectivity issues 
get aggravated during emergencies and hence some 
other alternatives need to considered. The police 
walkie-talkies are an option and if police outposts 
were also trained to service as hubs for informa-
tion in the event of a natural disaster, at least panic 
caused by misinformation can be contained and 
people reminded about what they should do and what 
they should avoid. 

What Sikkim is essentially looking at is a popula-
tion still at risk of causing itself harm [through panic 
responses] in the event of a natural disaster and an ad-
ministration still slow on the uptake. It is also obvious 
that the State still awaits a customised and practical 
disaster preparedness plan. One must bear in mind 
that rebuilding and rehabilitation is a process which 
will progress and slow down depending on the sta-
tus of funds and motivation of concerned officials. 
It will however eventually be completed, its quality 
decided by how involved the stakeholders are in the 
process. What will really decide how Sikkim pulls 
through the next major natural disaster will not be in 
just how well it repairs, but the preparedness levels of 
its people in general and its officials and social organ-
isations in particular. 

‘Imagine’ at 50: Why John Lennon’s 
ode to humanism still resonates

How ‘sissy men’ became the latest front 
in China’s campaign against big tech

PhIl ZuCKeRmAN
theconversation.com

Fifty years ago, John Lennon released one of the 
most beautiful, inspirational and catchy pop an-

thems of the 20th century: “Imagine.”
Gentle and yet increasingly stirring as the song 

progresses, “Imagine” is unabashedly utopian and 
deeply moral, calling on people to live, as one hu-
manity, in peace. It is also purposely and power-
fully irreligious. From its opening lyric, “Imagine 
there’s no heaven,” to the refrain, “And no religion 
too,” Lennon sets out what is, to many, a clear athe-
istic message.

While most pop songs are secular by default – in 
that they are about the things of this world, making 
no mention of the divine or spiritual – “Imagine” is 
explicitly secularist. In Lennon’s telling, religion is 
an impediment to human flourishing – something 
to be overcome, transcended.

As a scholar of secularism and a devout fan of 
the Beatles, I have always been fascinated by how 
“Imagine,” perhaps the first and only atheist an-
them to be so enormously successful, has come to 
be so widely embraced in America. After all, the 
U.S. is a country that has – at least until recently – 
had a much more religious population than other 
Western industrialized democracies.

Since being released as a single on Oct. 11 
1971, “Imagine” has sold millions, going No. 1 in 
the U.S. and U.K. charts. And its popularity has en-
dured. Rolling Stone magazine named “Imagine” as 
the third greatest song of all time in 2003, and it 
regularly tops national polls in Canada, Australia 
and the U.K.

Countless recording artists have covered it, 
and it remains one of the most performed songs 
throughout the world – the opening ceremony of 
this year’s Olympics Games in Tokyo featured it be-
ing sung by a host of international artists, a testa-
ment to its global appeal.

But not everyone is enamored of its message. 
Robert Barron, the auxiliary bishop of Los Angeles, 

responded to the recent Tokyo rendition by lam-
basting “Imagine” as a “totalitarian anthem” and 
“an invitation to moral and political chaos.” His is-
sue: the atheistic lyrics.

Numerous attempts have been made since 
“Imagine” was released to reconcile Lennon’s an-
them with religion. Scholars, those of faith and fel-
low musicians have argued that the lyrics aren’t 
really atheistic, just anti-organized religion. Others 
have taken the sledgehammer approach and just 
changed the lyrics outright – CeeLo Green sang 
“And all religion’s true” in a televised rendition on 
New Year’s Eve 2011.

In interviews, Lennon was at times ambiguous 
about his beliefs on religion and spirituality, but 
such ambiguity is at odds with the clear message of 
“Imagine.” The song’s irreligious ethos is frank. The 
first verse speaks of there being “no heaven,” “no 
hell” – “Above us, only sky.” In such clear, distilled 
words, Lennon captures the very marrow of the 
secular orientation. To me, Lennon is saying that 
we live in a purely physical universe that operates 
along strictly natural laws – there is nothing super-
natural out there, even beyond the stars.

He also expresses a distinct “here-and-now-
ness” at odds with many religions. In asking lis-
teners to “Imagine all the people, livin’ for today,” 
Lennon is, to quote the labor activist and atheist 
Joe Hill, suggesting there will be “no pie in the sky 
when you die,” nor will a fiery eternal torture await 
you.

Lennon’s lyrics also give way to an implied ex-
istentialism. With no gods and no afterlife, only hu-
mankind – within ourselves and among each other 
– can decide how to live and choose what matters. 
We can choose to live without violence, greed or 
hunger and – to quote “Imagine” – exist as a “broth-
erhood of man … sharing all the world.”

It is here that Lennon’s humanism – the belief 
that humans, without reliance upon anything su-
pernatural, have the capacity to create a better, 
more humane world – comes to the fore. Nihilism 
is not the path, nor is despondency, debauchery or 

destruction. Rather, Lennon’s “Imagine” entails a 
humanistic desire to see an end to suffering.

The spirit of empathy and compassion through-
out the song is in line with what scholarship has 
found to be strong traits commonly observable 
among secular men and women. Despite attempts 
to tie Lennon and “Imagine” to blood-lusting athe-
ists like Stalin and Pol Pot, the overwhelming ma-
jority of godless people seek to live ethical lives.

For example, studies have shown that when 
it comes to things like wanting to help refugees, 
seeking to establish affordable health care, fighting 
climate change and being sensitive to racism and 
homophobia, the godless stand out as particularly 
moral.

Indeed, secular people in general exhibit an ori-
entation that is markedly tolerant, democratic and 
universalistic – values Lennon holds up as ideals in 
“Imagine.”

Other studies reveal that the democratic coun-
tries that are the least religious – the ones that 
have gone furthest down the road of “imagining no 
religion” – are the most safe, humane, green and 
ethical.

“Imagine” was not the first time Lennon sang 
his secular humanism. A year before, in 1970, he 
released “I Found Out,” declaring his lack of belief 
in either Jesus or Krishna. Also in 1970, he put out 
the haunting, scorching “God.” Beginning with a 
classic psychological explanation of theism – that 
humans construct the concept of God as a way to 
cope with and measure their pain – “God” goes on 
to list all the things that Lennon most decidedly 
does not believe in: the Bible, Jesus, Gita, Buddha, 
I-Ching, magic and so on. In the end, all that he 
believes in is his own verifiable personal reality. 
Arriving at such a place was, for the bespectacled 
walrus from Liverpool, to be truly “reborn.”

But neither “I Found Out” nor “God” achieved 
anywhere near the massive success that “Imagine” 
did. No other atheist pop song has.

[the writer is Professor of Sociology 
and Secular Studies, Pitzer College]

ShuAIShuAI WANG
theconversation.com

The Chinese government has re-
cently taken action against what 

it calls “sissy men” – males, often ce-
lebrities, deemed too effeminate.

On Sept. 2，2021, government 
regulators banned their appearance 
on both television and video stream-
ing sites. Using the Chinese deroga-
tory slur “niang pao” – literally, “girlie 
guns” – Chinese cultural authorities 
explained that they were rolling out a 
rule to purge “morally flawed celebri-
ties” in order to “correct aesthetics” 
in “performing styles” and “ward-
robes and makeups.”

Technically this is a rule, not a 
law. But thanks to the strong control 
the Chinese government exerts over 
industry, the tech companies that give 
these celebrities a platform have quick-
ly fallen in line.

The international community may 
view the rule as yet another example of 
Chinese repression centered on LBGTQ 
communities.

And this could be true, to an extent.
However, as someone who studies 

China’s queer cultures, I’m also attuned 
to the way pronouncements made by 
the Chinese government often cloak a 
hidden agenda.

To me, it’s no coincidence that the 
ban has come during the intense na-
tional campaign against China’s do-
mestic big tech giants, which the gov-
ernment increasingly sees as a threat 
to its ability to keep tabs on its citizens.

THE RISE OF EFFEMINATE MALE 
‘TRAFFIC STARS’

In the mid-2010s the Chinese gov-
ernment’s grip on the country’s enter-
tainment sector began to weaken after 
decades of control over who could star 
on TV and what sort of stories could be 
told. TV dramas, films and talent shows 
produced by private tech companies 
started to take off, while ratings and ad 
revenues of state-owned television sta-
tions tumbled.

Beginning in 2016, the government 
started to censor web videos with the 
same criteria it had been using for 
television. However, the restrictions 
seemed to only inspire more creative 
and subversive expressions of sexual-
ity on video streaming sites.

For example, images of two men 
kissing and holding hands were 
banned. So creators simply used dia-

logues and gestures, like intense eye 
contact, to convey homosexual inti-
macy. Furthermore, these rules didn’t 
regulate the physical appearance of 
characters.

Since 2017, shows produced by 
the country’s leading video streaming 
platforms – many of which mimic the 
basic format of shows like “American 
Idol” and “The Voice” – have launched 
the careers of a number of effeminate 
male celebrities.

These shows include “The Coming 
One” and “CHUANG 2021,” which ap-
pear on Tencent Video, a streaming site 

owned by Tencent, the Chinese tech-
nology conglomerate that also owns 
WeChat. Meanwhile, “Idol Producer” 
and “Youth With You” appear on an-
other video service provider, iQiyi, a 
subsidiary of Baidu, the Chinese equiv-
alent of Google. The male participants 
in these shows are often young, dress 
in unisex clothing, and apply orange-
red eye shadow and lipstick, along with 
heavy makeup that whitens their skin 
and thickens their eyebrows.

In the past, female audiences 
would clamor for masculine looks or 
physiques in their male celebrities. 
Today’s young Chinese people, on the 
other hand, are more open to challeng-
ing gender stereotypes. Within online 
fan communities, femininity in male 
celebrities isn’t stigmatized; instead, 
it’s celebrated. They’ll call their female 
idols “brother” or “husband” and their 
male idols “wife” – names meant more 
as compliments than insults.

This shift can be traced, in large 
part, to the influence of K-pop, the 
South Korean pop music phenomenon 

in which many of the singers reject tra-
ditionally masculine ideals.

An easy way for male actors to 
achieve stardom is to appear in adap-
tions of “boys’ love novels,” an online 
fiction genre originating in Japan that 
features homoerotic relationships be-
tween men.

Take the actor Zhang Zhehan. For 
years, he played masculine characters 
in several TV shows. Still, he remained 
largely unknown until he appeared in 
the adaption of the boys’ love novel 
“Word of Honor,” which appeared in 
early 2021 on Youku, a streaming ser-

vice owned by the tech giant Alibaba.
His female fans even invented a 

meme to describe Zhang’s rapid rise 
to fame: “manning up for a decade 
failed, but [he] succeeded as a wife 
overnight.”

REASSERTING CONTROL
Despite their perceived effeminate 

mannerisms, these male celebrities have 
amassed a huge following among female 
viewers. Typically, their shows can gen-
erate billions of views and considerable 
ad revenue.

Celebrities whose fame emerged out 
of shows like “The Coming One” and “Idol 
Producer” are called “traffic stars” be-
cause they’re more dependent on their 
massive followings than on any specific 
skill such as singing, acting or dancing. 

Since views, shares and likes have 
become the dominant metric for a celeb-
rity’s popularity and market value, fans 
will organize to actively manipulate social 
media features such as ranking lists and 
trending topics in support of their idols. 
This “data worship” – to use the terminol-
ogy of the Chinese authorities – ultimately 

boosts the revenue of the big tech compa-
nies that promote and host the stars.

Therefore, the profits of tech compa-
nies and the proliferation of internet influ-
encers, movie stars and TV personalities 
have become increasingly intertwined.

For a country seeking to rein in the 
power of big tech companies, these ef-
feminate idols become an obvious target.

POSSIBLE RAMIFICATIONS
Although it could be argued that 

everyday LGBTQ people aren’t the real 
target of the most recent policy, I believe 
it will almost certainly have a pernicious 
effect on China’s marginalized gender 
groups and LGBTQ communities.

In China, the government has long 
exploited gender and sexuality in the ser-
vice of political needs. During the first three 
decades of the People’s Republic of China 
– from 1949 to 1978 – homosexuality was 
portrayed as the epitome of capitalist vice 
and was, therefore, seen as incompatible 
with the values of the Communist party-
state.

After China’s market reforms in 1978 
and the “opening up” of the country, peo-
ple – especially in China’s cities – became 
more comfortable calling themselves gay.

In the lead-up to the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics, the state-run Xinhua News 
agency even published articles champi-
oning the gay website Danlan – a precur-
sor to Blued, the most popular gay dating 
app in the world – in order to portray 
China as an inclusive and diverse place 
and to deflect international criticism of 
China’s poor record on human rights.

Thanks to digital technology and the 
growth of online subcultures, China has 
achieved some real progress in the ac-
ceptance of gender and sexual minorities 
over the past decade. Young women often 
speak of having a “gay confidant” (“gay-
mi” in Chinese), while young straight 
men are keen to call their male friends 
“good gay buddies”(“hao jiyou”).

So it’s a bit surprising to see a gen-
der slur – “girlie guns” – being written 
into government policy and repeated 
throughout the country’s main-
stream media outlets.

And it isn’t difficult to envision 
more anti-LGBTQ bullying, harass-
ment and violence in schools and 
workplaces as a result.

After all, if the government con-
dones a slur, who’s to say it’s wrong 
to use it to attack others?

[the writer is Lecturer of 
New Media and Digital Culture, 

University of Amsterdam]
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

NAMCHI, SOUTH SIKKIM

SHORT NOTICE INVITING TENDER

NIT NO: - 01 /EDN/NAMCHI/SD /2021-2022                  DATED:-  06/09/2021

Sealed tenders in percentage basis are invited on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim for the works mentioned below 
from the Appropriate classes of registered Contractors enlisted under Sikkim Public Works Department, Vide Notifi-
cation No. 515/R&B/PWD/Secy; Dated 12/06/2018, through competitive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction of 
respective Gram Panchayat /Urban local bodies where the work is to be executed to reach the office of the Assistant 
Engineer, Education Department, Namchi. The work details are tabulated below;

S.No. Name of Work Contitu-
ency

Gram Pan-
chayat Unit

Value put 
to tender(in 

Rupees)

Earnest mon-
ey @ 2.5% 
for issue of 

tender form(in 
Rupees)

Bank 
Receipt 
for cost 

of tender 
docu-

ments (in 
Rupees.)

Comple-
tion time 

1 2  3 4 5 6 7 8

1 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School building 
at Sorok-Manpur 
Primary School. 

Poklok 
Kamrang 

Sorok -Shyam-
pani 

5704467.00 142612.00 5000.00 12 
months

2 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School building 
at Dhargaon 
Primary School

Poklok 
Kamrang 

Salghari 5691667.00 142292.00 5000.00 12 
months

3 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School building 
at Chiyadara 
Primary School

Poklok 
Kamrang 

Damthang 5731933.00 143298.00 5000.00 12 
months

4 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School build-
ing at Barbotey 
Primary School 

Poklok 
Kamrang 

Tinik -Chiso-
pani 

5704639.00 142616.00 5000.00 12 
months

5 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School building 
at Nandugaon-
Suntaley Primary 
School 

Poklok 
Kamrang 

Poklok- Denc-
hung 

5709583.00 142740.00 5000.00 12 
months

6 Construction of 
Four roomed 
Primary School 
building at Sal-
ghari .

Poklok 
Kamrang 

Salghari 5752408.00 143810.00 5000.00 12 
months

7 Construction of 
Four roomed 
Primary School 
building at Nam-
chi New Sec-
ondary School 
Council.

Namchi 
Singithang

Ward Council 
Lower Ghur-
pisey 

5731328.00 143283.00 5000.00 12 
months

8 Construction of 
Four roomed 
primary School 
building at 
Namchi Girls 
Senior Second-
ary School.

Namchi 
Singithang

Ward coun-
cil Purano 
Namchi 

5704748.00 142619.00 5000.00 12 
months

9 Construction of 
Four roomed 
Primary School 
building at 
Kabrey Second-
ary School.

Namthang 
Rateypani

Nagi- Karek 5801562.00 145039.00 5000.00 12 
months

10 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School building 
at Kaizaley Ju-
nior High School.

Namthang 
Rateypani

Nagi Karek 7201499.00 180037.00 5000.00 12 
months

11 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School building 
at Kateng-Mag-
erjung Primary 
School Pam-
phok.

Namthang 
Rateypani

Kateng- Pam-
phok 

7166947.00 179174.00 5000.00 12 
months

12 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School Building 
at Turung Sec-
ondary School.

Namthang 
Rateypani

Mamring 7066504.00 176663.00 5000.00 12 
months

13 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School building 
at Rolu-Manpur 
Primary School.

Melli Sumbuk- Kar-
tikey 

6700265.00 167507.00 5000.00 12 
months

14 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School building 
at  Rokdara  Pri-
mary School.

Melli Sadam- Sun-
taley 

5428359.00 135709.00 5000.00 12 
months

15 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School building 
at  Suntaley Ju-
nior High School.

Melli Sadam- Sun-
taley 

5436302.00 135908.00 5000.00 12 
months

16

Construction of 
Four roomed 
School building 
at Maypong Ju-
nior High School.

Ralang 
Barfung

Borong- 
Phamtham 5704624.00 142616.00 5000.00 12 

months

17 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School building 
at Paksom Ju-
nior High School.

Ralang 
Barfung

Borong- 
Phamtham 

5705083.00 142627.00 5000.00 12 
months

18 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School building 
at Lingding Sec-
ondary School.

Ralang 
Barfung

Ralang- Nam-
lung 

5704165.00 142604.00 5000.00 12 
months

19 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School building 
at Lamaten Pri-
mary School.

Ralang 
Barfung

Kewzing- 
Bakhim

5704165.00 142604.00 5000.00 12 
months

20 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School building 
at Banday Pri-
mary School.

Rangyang 
Yangang

Niya -Mangz-
ing 

5700524.00 142513.00 5000.00 12 
months

21 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School building 
at Gangla Pri-
mary School.

Rangyang 
Yangang

Rabong Sang-
moo 

5692322.00 142308.00 5000.00 12 
months

22 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School building 
at Upper Togdey 
Primary School.

Rangyang 
Yangang

Kolthang- Tok-
dey 

5704624.00 142616.00 5000.00 12 
months

23 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School Building 
at Rikyap Pri-
mary School.

Temi Nam-
phing 

Namphing 5704624.00 142616.00 5000.00 12 
months

24 Construction of 
Four roomed 
School building 
at Ben Senior 
Secondary 
School.

Temi Nam-
phing 

Ben -Namprick 5704624.00 142616.00 5000.00 12 
months

25 Construction of 
Four roomed 
Primary School 
building at Lower 
Chalamthang Ju-
nior High School 
Namphing.

Temi Nam-
phing 

Namphing 5404128.00 135103.00 5000.00 12 
months

26 Construction of 
Four roomed 
Primary School 
building at Nam-
phing Secondary 
School.

Temi Nam-
phing 

Namphing 5432128.00 135803.00 5000.00 12 
months

27 Construction of 
Four roomed 
Primary School 
building at Sok-
pay Junior High 
School.

Tumin 
Lingee

Lingee- Sok-
pay

5188879.00 129722.00 5000.00 12 
months

TIME SCHEDULE

i) Date for submission of application with 
bank receipt, for issue of Tender docu-
ments

13/09/2021 (for works enlisted from s.no 1 to 09)
14/09/2021 (for works enlisted from s.no10 to 19)
15/09/2021 (for works enlisted from s.no.20 to 27) 
(Timing 10:30hrs to 15:00 hrs)

ii) Date of issue of Tender form/ Tender 
documents

 16/09/2021 (for works enlisted from s.no 1 to 09)
17/09/2021 (for works enlisted from s.no10 to 19)
21/09/2021 (for works enlisted from s.no.20 to 27) 
(Timing 10:30hrs to 15:00 hrs) 

iii) Date and time for submission of Tender  22/09/2021 (for works enlisted from s.no 1 to 09)
23/09/2021 (for works enlisted from s.no10 to 19)
24/09/2021 (for works enlisted from s.no.20 to 27) 
(Timing 10:30hrs to 13:30 hrs)

iv) Date and time of opening of Tender  22/09/2021 (for works enlisted from s.no 1 to 09)
23/09/2021 (for works enlisted from s.no10 to 19)
24/09/2021 (for works enlisted from s.no.20 to 27) 
(Timing 14:30 hrs to 16:30 hrs)

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT: -
1)   Tender is open only to the eligible contractors of appropriate class/Area.
2)   The intending tenderer/contractor should apply in writing for issue of tender form for/tender documents. The ap-

plication should invariably be signed by the contractor himself/herself. Tender documents will not be issued to any 
person other than the intending tenderer. The application shall be submitted for the work listed above with all the 
required documents.

3)  The applicants should enclose attested copies of the (a) GST Registration certificate (b) Income tax clearance certifi-
cate (c) Professional tax certificate (d) Validated/Updated Contractor Enlistment Certificate along with the applica-
tion during sale/issue of Tender Documents for verification. 

4)  Earnest Money (EM) 2.5% duly deposited in the State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of T.D.R. in favor of Sr. Ac-
counts Officer, Education Department, Government of Sikkim Gangtok. Tender Form shall be issued only on produc-
tion of the T.D.R., as prescribed to those contractors or firms who have obtained the Tender Documents.

5)  The prescribed Non- Transferable Tender Documents (Excluding the Tender Form) can be obtained during the period 
specified in as above from the office of the Assistant Engineer, Education Department, Namchi Sub-Division,on the 
production of requisite Bank receipt/challan of the State Bank of Sikkim towards the tender document (Non- refund-
able) under the receipt head 0202-01-101-03 other receipts .

6)  The Tender Documents, including the tender form with quoted offer should be placed in a sealed cover with the 
name of tenderer and the name of work superscripted on it. Supporting documents listed at Sl. No. :- 3(a)  (b) (c) and 
(d) should be enclosed with the offer.

7)   Sealed Tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box in the office of the Assistant Engineer (Education) Namchi in his/
her presence, on the date and within the time indicated above.

8)  Tenders will be opened by a tender opening committee as prescribed by the Government in the presence of the 
tenderers on the date and time indicated above.

9)  The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the General Direction and con-
dition of Contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in figures and words and should be 
inclusive of GST and all other levied taxes. Incomplete/Conditional tender shall be rejected forth with.

10)  In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the tender docu-
ments, rates as per approved schedule of rate will be taken as correct. For items outside of SOR, the rate shall be as 
per the technically checked estimate/analysis. 

11)  The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the work as per the 
directive of the Department.

12)  The Department reserves the right to hold payments to the contractor unless material/quality test certificates are 
not produced by the contractor when called upon to do so.

13)  Avoidable damages due to the negligence of the contractor shall be at his own risk and cost. The Department shall 
not be liable for payment of such damages (if any) i/c accidents to laborer at site, damage to any structural compo-
nents due to negligence of workmanship.

14)  The work should commence within 15 days from the date of issue of work order. If the contractor fails to take up the 
work within a period of 3 months the contract will be rescinded and the TDR shall be forfeited by the Department.

15)  All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to be a part of the Agreement to be entered with the 
contractor. 

16)  The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
17)  The recoveries of Goods and Service Tax and Royalties on the forest product shall be as per the rates notified by 

Government from time to time and applicable on the date of payment. 
18) Subletting of contractor work is against the norms and if it comes to the notice the original contract shall be cancelled 

and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules.
19)  In case the man powers employed by the contractor are from outside the State or neighboring countries, it shall be 

the responsibility of the contractor to get them registered with the Labour Department, Government of Sikkim as per 
the relevant labour laws. 

Sd/-
Assistant Engineer (South)

Education Department
Government of Sikkim

R.O No. 185/IPR/Pub/Classi./21-22   
Dated: 08.09.21 
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Benzema hat trick as madrid 
makes winning return to Bernabeu
madrid, Sep 13 (AP): Vin-
cius J nior sent his low shot 
into the net and rushed to 
the sideline, jumping over 
the barrier and going into the 
stands to be quickly engulfed 
by Real Madrid fans.

It was a scene that 
wouldn't have been possible 
during the last 18 months.

With goals by Vincius J 
nior and debutant Eduardo 
Camavinga and a hat trick by 
KarimBenzema, Madrid twice 
came from behind before 
comfortably beating Celta 
Vigo 5-2 in the Spanish league 
on Sunday. The game marked 
Madrid's return to the San-
tiago Bernab u Stadium more 
than 18 months after it was 
closed because of the corona-
virus pandemic and a massive 
renovation project.

"It was a special night for 
us," Benzema said.

"I always say that we need 
the support of the fans and to-
day they gave all they had to 
help us again."

The remodeling of the Ber-
nab u is not expected to finish 
until 2022 but the stadium 
reopened to a limited crowd 
of 19,874 in the first match 
at the venue since March 1, 
2020, when Madrid defeated 
Barcelona 2-0 with Zinedine-
Zidane still as its coach.

Defending champion Atlti-
co Madrid earlier also needed 
to rally to avoid a disappoint-
ing result in a milestone 
match, scoring two late goals 
including one in the ninth 

minute of stoppage time to 
beat Espanyol 2-1 in Antoine 
Griezmann's first game back 
since a stint with Barcelona.

Madrid took advantage 
of the prohibition on specta-
tors in stadiums because of 
the pandemic to accelerate 
the construction work at the 
Bernab u while it played its 
home matches at the small 
Alfredo Di St fano Stadium in 
the club's training complex. 
It played three straight away 
matches in the first three 
rounds this season to get the 
venue ready for crowds again.

The seating areas that are 
still not available to the public, 

mostly in the lower sections 
of the stadium, were blocked 
off and covered up, and there 
was a lot of construction work 
still visible inside and outside 
the venue. The huge struc-
tures that will hold the stadi-
um's new retractable roof are 
already in position.

On the field, it was Celta 
that opened the scoring with 
Santi Mina finding the net 
from inside the area after a 
defensive mistake by Madrid 
only four minutes into the 
match.

Benzema equalized with a 
shot from inside the area after 
a pass by Federico Valverde, 

but Celta retook the lead in a 
breakaway in the 31st with 
Franco Cervi finding the net 
from close range.

Benzema had a goal disal-
lowed for offside in the 39th 
but equalized again with a 
header at the start of the sec-
ond half. Vincius J nior scored 
the go-ahead goal in a break-
away in the 54th and was 
shown a yellow card for his 
celebration with the fans. Ca-
mavinga, making his debut off 
the bench after being signed 
at the transfer deadline, 
added to the lead from close 
range in the 72nd.

Benzema, already the 

league's leading scorer with 
five goals, closed the scoring 
by converting a late penalty 
kick prompted by a nice move 
by Vincius J nior inside the 
area.

The victory left Madrid at 
the top of the standings with 
10 points from four matches, 
tied with Valencia and Atltico.

The match was post-
poned from Saturday to give 
more time to rest for players 
from national teams that par-
ticipated in South American 
World Cup qualifiers.

ATL TICO RALLIES LATE
Thomas Lemar scored 

deep into stoppage time to 

give Atltico the win at Espan-
yol in Griezmann's first match 
back on loan from Barcelona.

The France forward had a 
lackluster performance, be-
ing substituted early in the 
second half by Jo o F lix, who 
hadn't played this season be-
cause of injury.

Ra l de Tom s put the hosts 
ahead with a header in the 
40th but Yannick Carrasco 
equalized in the 79th and 
Lemar got the winner with 
a shot from inside the area 
in the ninth minute of injury 
time after an assist by Carras-
co. The ball found the net after 
deflecting off the goalkeeper's 
hand and the crossbar.

The match had 10 minutes 
of stoppage time after it was 
interrupted for a water break 
along with a couple of video 
reviews.

Griezmann is back with 
Atltico on a one-year loan 
from Barcelona, where he 
never met the high expecta-
tions of his 2019 transfer 
from Atltico for 120 million 
euros (USD 142 million). He 
had played five seasons under 
Atltico coach Diego Simeone 
before that.

OTHER RESULTS
Valencia conceded early 

but recovered to win 4-1 at 
Osasuna for its second win in 
a row.

Real Sociedad picked up 
its third consecutive victory 
with a 2-0 win at C diz thanks 
to late goals by MikelOyarza-
bal.

Ibrahimovic scores after 7 minutes 
as AC Milan stays perfect

Rome, Sep 13 (AP): Seven min-
utes. That's all that ZlatanI-
brahimovic required after four 
months out for a left knee in-
jury including surgery before 
he scored in his first match back 
Sunday. Ibrahimovic came off 
the bench on the hour mark then 
quickly redirected a cross from 
Ante Rebic from close range for 
AC Milan's second goal in a 2-0 
victory over Lazio.

The win extended Milan's 
perfect start and moved the 
Rossoneri level with Roma and 
Napoli atop the Serie A stand-
ings through three rounds. 
Roma beat Sassuolo 2-1 while 
defending champion Inter Milan 
dropped its first points in a 2-2 
draw at Sampdoria. Napoli beat 
Juventus on Saturday.

Ibrahimovic, who turns 40 
next month, missed a chance to 
play for Sweden at the European 
Championship when he was in-
jured in May during a win over 
Juventus.The goal meant that 
Ibrahimovic has now scored in 
24 different league seasons.

"I'm happy that he came 
back well," Milan coach Stefano 
Pioli said. "He entered the game 
well. "Beyond the obvious tal-
ent, it's the passion and fire he 
has inside that keeps him go-
ing," Pioli said. "Seeing the way 
he trains is a pleasure. His goal 
is to be the best and that hasn't 
changed as the years go by."

Rafael Le o opened the scor-
ing for Milan just before the 
break following a give-and-take 
with Rebic. Franck Kessi missed 
a penalty for Milan in first-half 
added time when he banged his 
attempt off the crossbar.

Lazio, which won its opening 
two games, dropped three points 
back. Lazio coach Maurizio Sarri 
was shown a red card after the 
final whistle as several players, 
including Ibrahimovic and Lucas 
Leiva, got into a shoving match.

INTER MISSTEP
Inter Milan made the first 

misstep of its title defense with 

a draw at Sampdoria. The result 
left the Nerazzurri two points 
behind the leaders.

With nine goals in its open-
ing three matches, Inter has 
not had trouble scoring after 
RomeluLukaku's departure to 
Chelsea. But the team missed 
reliable center back Alessandro 
Bastoni, who was out with a left 
thigh injury that he picked up on 
international duty with Italy.

It remains unclear if Bas-
toni will return in time for In-
ter's Champions League opener 
against Real Madrid on Wednes-
day at the San Siro. "It's regret-
ful, because we should have 
and could have won a game like 
that," said Inter coach Simone 
Inzaghi, who replaced the de-
parted Antonio Conte.

"We took the lead twice and 
we should have closed it out."

Inter played the final min-
utes with 10 men due to an in-
jury to midfielder Stefano Sensi, 
who appears doubtful for the 
Madrid game.

Homegrown talent Federico 
Dimarco opened the scoring 
for Inter by curling a free kick 
around Sampdoria's wall and 
into the top left corner for a 
memorable first goal with the 
senior club. Maya Yoshida equal-

ized for Sampdoria after the 
half-hour mark with a shot that 
was deflected in off Inter striker 
Edin D eko.

Lautaro Martinez restored 
Inter's advantage with an expert 
volley to conclude a counterat-
tack started by NicolBarella, who 
provided a laser-like cross. In a 
match full of spectacular goals, 
Sampdoria'sTommasoAugello 
made it 2-2 with a volley similar 
to Lautaro's.

MOURINHO'S 1,000th
Jos Mourinho marked the 

1,000th game of his coaching 
career by running the length of 
the field to celebrate Stephan El 
Shaarawy's late winner in a 2-1 
victory over Sassuolo.

Bryan Cristante had put 
Roma ahead following a free 
kick before the break and Filipu-
ricic equalized before the hour 
mark following an excellent set-
up from DomenicoBerardi.

El Shaarawy's goal came with 
a curling effort that bounced in 
off the far post. Roma's entire 
squad including Mourinho re-
acted by running down to share 
the moment before the Cur-
vaSud where the team's ultra 
fans sit. Roma, which has won 
all five of its matches including 
two UEFA Conference League 

playoff games under Mourinho, 
leads Milan and Napoli on goal 
difference. It was the 639th win 
of Mourinho's career.

"During the week, I lied to 
myself, telling everyone this was 
not a special game. I was trying 
to convince myself it was not 
special. It was a special match," 
Mourinho said. "It was a match 
with a special number for me, 
which I will remember until the 
last day of my life. "I didn't feel 
58 today. I felt 10, 12 or 14 years 
old -- the age when you start to 
dream of a career in soccer. It 
was the run of a child."

CONFLICT OF INTEREST
Promoted Salernitana was 

routed 4-0 at Torino and has 
now conceded 11 goals and 
scored only two in three consec-
utive losses on its return to Se-
rie A for the first time in nearly a 
quarter century.

Originally owned by Lazio 
president Claudio Lotito, the 
Italian Soccer Federation or-
dered a change in ownership for 
Salernitana due to conflict of in-
terest rules that prevent multiple 
teams in the top division from 
having the same owner. In June, 
control of Salernitana was hand-
ed over to a trust that must find a 
new owner by the end of the year. 

Medvedev overcomes pressure, 
Djokovic to win U.S. Open

Poulter, 
Garcia 
and Lowry 
named as 
Ryder Cup 
wildcard 
picks
New York, Sep 13 (AP): 
Sergio Garcia, Ian Poulter 
and Shane Lowry were 
picked by European cap-
tain Padraig Harrington 
to complete the team for 
the Ryder Cup at Whis-
tling Straits later this 
month.

Harrington had pre-
viously indicated Garcia 
and Poulter, who have a 
combined 15 appearanc-
es in the Ryder Cup, were 
in line to be selected.

Lowry got the nod 
ahead of Justin Rose and 
will be one of three rook-
ies in the team, along 
with Bernd Wiesberger 
and Viktor Hovland.

Wiesberger, Lee 
Westwood, Matt Fitzpat-
rick and Tyrrell Hatton 
secured the final auto-
matic qualifying places 
for Europe following the 
BMW PGA Championship 
on Sunday.

They joined Jon 
Rahm, Rory McIlroy, 
Tommy Fleetwood, Hov-
land and Paul Casey in 
the team for the Sept. 24-
26 event, when the Euro-
peans will be defending 
the cup they won outside 
Paris in 2018.

Veteran pair 
Stosur and 
Zhang win 
Women''s 
Doubles title
New York, Sep 13 (AP): 
The Australia-China 
combination of Sam Sto-
sur and Zhang Shuai won 
their second Grand Slam 
women's doubles title to-
gether in New York.

The veteran pair, 
aged 37 and 32 respec-
tively, denied home fa-
vourites Coco Gauff and 
Caty McNally their first 
with a 6-3 3-6 6-3 victory 
after a two-hour tussle 
at Arthur Ashe Arena on 
Sunday.

The No14 seeds 
added the US Open title 
to the Australian Open 
crown they won in 2019.

Gauff and McNally, 
seeded 11th, were hop-
ing to join 18 year-old 
singles champion Emma 
Raducanu as teenage 
winners at the US Open 
after winning the girl's 
title just three years ago.

However, Stosur 
and Zhang proved too 
good, with Stosur adding 
this doubles title to the 
one she won at Flush-
ing Meadows in 2005, 
and the singles title she 
earned by beating Ser-
ena Williams in the 2011 
final.

NeW YoRK (AP): Daniil 
Medvedev had outplayed 
the man he considers the 
best ever in tennis for 
about two hours. Then it 
was time to finish off No-
vak Djokovic.

That’s when Medve-
dev’s serve and his body 
started to falter. He dou-
ble-faulted on his first 
match point. He did the 
same thing on his next 
one while trying to end 
Djokovic’s quest for a cal-
endar-year Grand Slam.

“Second one was like 
in the middle of the net,” 
Medvedev said.

Eventually, he over-
came the pressure and 
his opponent, beating 
Djokovic 6-4, 6-4, 6-4 on 
Sunday in the U.S. Open 
for his first Grand Slam 
title.

Medvedev had lost 
both previous times he 
played in a major final, 
with Djokovic beating 
him in straight sets this 
year at the Australian 
Open.

“After the final in 
Australia, we had the 
feeling that Daniil didn’t 
have this fire that can 
help your game to be 
much stronger, especially 
against a player like No-
vak,” said Gilles Cervara, 
Medvedev’s coach. “So 
this had to change, for 
sure, to play this final at 
another level.

“Our feeling yester-
day and today was that 
he was ready to compete 
and to be at high level.”

The Russian has been 
there for a while, espe-
cially on hard courts. 
He leads all men’s play-
ers in wins and titles on 
that surface since 2018 
and had reached the U.S. 
Open semifinals in each 
of the last three years.

At his best, he is as 
good as anyone on a hard 
court — and way better 

than Djokovic on Sunday.
“I mean, he was hit-

ting his spots very well,” 
Djokovic said. “He came 
out very determined on 
the court. You could feel 
that he was just at (the) 
highest of his abilities in 
every shot.”

Especially on his 
serve, which Cervara felt 
hadn’t been good enough 
this summer. Medve-
dev had 16 aces and put 
constant pressure on 
Djokovic with his serve, 
winning 42 of 52 points 
on first serve.

“He served very good 
today,” Cervara said. 
“Maybe not at the end, 
but with the pressure, 
the tension, it’s a bit dif-
ferent.”

Medvedev took a 
long pause between 
serves to wait out some 
fan noise on his first 
match point while lead-
ing 5-3. He didn’t think 
the crowd was trying to 
heckle them, he figured 
the fans just wanted to 
see Djokovic prolong the 
match.

The No. 1 player did, 
then held to cut it to 5-4.

“My legs were gone 
after 5-3. At 5-4, left leg, 
I almost couldn’t walk,” 
Medvedev said. “If you 
really look at the replay, 
when I walked to the 
towel, my leg was just go-
ing behind. I was trying 
not to show it. If Novak 
feels it, it’s not good.”

The next match point 
produced another sloppy 
serve before Medvedev 
banged one in at 129 mph 
that Djokovic couldn’t get 
back into play.

Medvedev then fell 
slowly and awkwardly to 
the court, explaining that 
that move was a nod to a 
goal celebration in a soc-
cer video game.

His real celebration 
was still to come. 
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ElseWhere
Britain ends contract 
with French startup 

for vaccines

COVID 
outbreak in 
southeast 
China adds 
22 cases
Beijing, Sep 13 (AP): 
A southeastern Chinese 
province has reported 
22 more COVID-19 cases, 
bringing the total to 43 in 
a fresh outbreak driven 
by the highly transmis-
sible delta variant.

Health authorities 
said Monday that 15 
cases were confirmed in 
Putian city in the latest 
24-hour period. Another 
six were found in Quan-
zhou city, and one more 
in Xiamen, suggesting 
the virus may be moving 
south from Putian.

All the infections are 
in Fujian province, which 
is across from Taiwan on 
China's east coast.

Schools have been 
closed in Putian and any-
one leaving the city must 
have proof of a negative 
COVID-19 test in the pre-
vious 48 hours. The city 
suspended bus and train 
service on Saturday and 
has closed cinemas, bars 
and other facilities.

China has largely 
stopped the spread of 
COVID-19 but has spo-
radic outbreaks. One out-
break driven by the delta 
variant spread to multi-
ple provinces in July and 
August, raising concern 
about new and more con-
tagious variants.

Crews in southern Spain face ‘complex’ wildfire for 5th day

Israel hits Hamas targets in Gaza in response to rocket fire

Israeli firm unveils armed robot 
to patrol volatile borders

loD, Israel (AP): An Israeli 
defense contractor on Monday 
unveiled a remote-controlled 
armed robot it says can patrol 
battle zones, track infiltrators 
and open fire. The unmanned 
vehicle is the latest addition to 
the world of drone technology, 
which is rapidly reshaping the 
modern battlefield.

Proponents say such semi-
autonomous machines allow 
armies to protect their sol-
diers, while critics fear this 
marks another dangerous step 
toward robots making life-or-
death decisions.

The four-wheel-drive robot 
presented Monday was devel-
oped by the state-owned Israel 
Aerospace Industries’ “REX 
MKII.”

It is operated by an elec-
tronic tablet and can be 
equipped with two machine 
guns, cameras and sensors, 
said Rani Avni, deputy head 
of the company’s autonomous 
systems division. The robot 
can gather intelligence for 
ground troops, carry injured 
soldiers and supplies in and 
out of battle, and strike nearby 
targets.

It is the most advanced of 
more than half a dozen un-
manned vehicles developed 
by Aerospace Industries’ sub-
sidiary, ELTA Systems, over the 
past 15 years.

The Israeli military is cur-
rently using a smaller but simi-
lar vehicle called the Jaguar 
to patrol the border with the 
Gaza Strip and help enforce 
a blockade Israel imposed in 

2007, after the tiny territory 
was seized by the Islamic mili-
tant group Hamas.

Gaza is home to 2 million 
Palestinians who have largely 
been locked in by the block-
ade, which is also supported 
to some extent by Egypt. The 
border area is the site of fre-
quent protests and occasional 
attempts by Palestinian mili-
tants or desperate laborers to 
infiltrate into Israel.

According to the Israeli 
army’s website, the semi-au-
tonomous Jaguar is equipped 
with a machine gun and was 
designed to reduce soldiers’ 
exposure to the dangers of 
patrolling the volatile Gaza-

Israel border. It is one of many 
tools, including drones armed 
with guided missiles, that have 
given the Israeli military vast 
technological superiority over 
Hamas.

Unmanned ground vehicles 
are being increasingly used by 
other armies, including those 
of the United States, Britain 
and Russia. Their tasks include 
logistical support, the removal 
of mines and firing weapons.

The tablet can control the 
vehicle manually. But many 
of its functions, including its 
movement and surveillance 
system, can also run autono-
mously.

“With every mission, the 

device collects more data 
which it then learns from for 
future missions,” said YonniGe-
dj, an operational expert in the 
company’s robotics division.

Critics have raised con-
cerns that robotic weapons 
could decide on their own, per-
haps erroneously, to shoot tar-
gets. The company says such 
capabilities exist but are not 
being offered to customers.

“It is possible to make the 
weapon itself also autono-
mous, however, it is a decision 
of the user today,” Avni said. 
“The maturity of the system or 
the user is not there yet.”

Bonnie Docherty, a senior 
researcher from the arms divi-

sion of Human Rights Watch, 
said such weapons are wor-
risome because they can’t be 
trusted to distinguish between 
combatants and civilians or 
make proper calls about the 
harm attacks may do to nearby 
civilians.

“Machines cannot under-
stand the value of human life, 
which in essence undermines 
human dignity and violates 
human rights laws,” Docherty 
said. In a 2012 report, Do-
cherty, a lecturer at Harvard 
Law School, called for fully au-
tomated weapons to be banned 
by international law.

The defense magazine 
Janes said the development of 
autonomous ground vehicles 
has lagged behind autono-
mous aircraft and boats be-
cause moving across land is 
far more complex than navi-
gating water or air. Unlike the 
open ocean, vehicles have to 
deal with “holes in the road” 
and know exactly how much 
force to apply to overcome a 
physical obstacle, the report 
said.

The technology in self-
driving vehicles also has raised 
concerns. Electric car manufac-
turer Tesla, among other com-
panies, has been connected to 
a series of fatal accidents, in-
cluding an incident in Arizona 
in 2018 when a woman was hit 
by a car driving on autopilot.

The Israeli drone vehicle is 
being showcased at this week’s 
Defense and Security System 
International arms trade show 
in London.

Jerusalem, Sep 13 (AP): Israeli aircraft 
struck a series of targets in the Gaza Strip 
early Monday in response to a series of rock-
et launches out of the Hamas-ruled territory. 
It was the third consecutive night of fighting 
between the enemies.

Tensions have been heightened follow-
ing last week's escape from an Israeli prison 
by six Palestinian inmates, as well as strug-
gling efforts by Egypt to broker a long-term 
cease-fire in the wake of an 11-day war last 
May.

The Israeli military reported three sepa-
rate rocket launches late Sunday and early 
Monday, saying at least two of them were 
intercepted by its rocket defences.

In response, it said it attacked a number 

of Hamas targets. There were no reports of 
casualties on either side.

Over the weekend, Israel caught four of 
the six Palestinian inmates, who tunneled 
out of a maximum security prison on Sep-
tember 6. Palestinian militants responded 
with rocket fire. Israel's search for the last 
two prisoners is continuing.

Meanwhile, Egyptian-mediated efforts 
to deliver a long-term truce have struggled 
with the sides unable to agree on a system 
to renew Qatari payments to needy Gaza 
families. Israel has demanded guarantees 
that Hamas does not divert the money for 
military use.

Gaza is an impoverished territory whose 
population is overwhelmingly comprised of 

families who fled or were forced from prop-
erties in what is now Israel during the war 
surrounding Israel's establishment in 1948.

Hamas is pushing for Israel to end a crip-
pling blockade that has devastated Gaza's 
economy, while Israel is demanding that 
Hamas free two captive Israeli civilians and 
return the remains of two dead Israeli sol-
diers.

Hamas has controlled Gaza since ousting 
the forces of the internationally recognized 
Palestinian Authority in 2007, a year after 
the Islamic militant group won Palestinian 
parliamentary elections.

Since then, Israel and Hamas have fought 
four wars and numerous smaller rounds of 
fighting.

mADRID (AP): Firefight-
ing crews in southern 
Spain are looking at the 
sky for much-needed 
rainfall expected on 
Monday and that they 
hope can help extinguish 
a major wildfire that 
has ravaged 7,700 hect-
ares (19,000 acres) in 
five days and displaced 
around 2,600 people 
from their homes.

Authorities are de-
scribing the blaze in Sier-
ra Bermeja, a mountain 
range in the Malaga prov-
ince, as a sixth-genera-
tion fire of the extreme 
kind brought by the shift-
ing climate on the planet. 
The “mega fires” are cat-
astrophic events that kill, 
blacken large areas and 
are difficult to stop.

In Spain, that is paired 
with an increasing dy-
namic of rural areas los-
ing population, leading 
to poorer management of 
forests and accumulation 
of burnable material.

“We are facing the 
most complex fire known 
by the forestry extinction 
services in recent years,” 
Juan Sánchez, director 
of the southern Anda-
lusia region’s anti-fire 
service, told reporters 
late Sunday. “We have 

been talking a lot about 
the consequences of the 
abandonment of the ru-
ral environment and cli-
mate change,” Sánchez 
added. “We are seeing 
them today.”

The affected area has 
doubled since Saturday, 
when authorities said 
that the flames were 
contained within a pe-
rimeter of around 40 ki-
lometers (25 miles). An 
ember cloud led to a new 
fire hot spot soon after, 
causing a new wildfire 
that eventually joined the 
previous blaze, experts 
said Sunday. By Monday 
morning, the perimeter 
had reached 85 kilome-

ters (about 50 miles).
Spain’s weather 

agency, AEMET, had fore-
casted rain in the area 
for later Monday, but it 
was unclear if the rain-
fall would be sufficient to 
quell the flames.

About 500 firefighters 
were working in shifts on 
the ground, assisted by 50 
water-dropping airplanes 
and helicopters from the 
air. They were joined on 
Sunday by 260 members 
of a military emergency 
unit. A 44-year-old fire-
fighter died Thursday 
while trying to extinguish 
the blaze.

Around 2,600 resi-
dents have been relocated 

in total. Most of those 
evacuated from parts of 
the resort town of Este-
pona, had been able to re-
turn home by Monday, but 
1,700 people remained 
displaced from six villages 
and hosted in other towns, 
including in a pavilion in 
the city of Ronda.

Climate scientists say 
there is little doubt that 
climate change from the 
burning of coal, oil and 
natural gas is driving 
more extreme events, 
such as heat waves, 
droughts, wildfires, 
floods and storms.

In Spain, official data 
showed that the country 
had experienced fewer 

fires so far this year 
than the average dur-
ing the past decade, but 
the number of big forest 
fires — those affecting 
more than 500 hectares 
(1,200 acres) — was 19 
in the first eight months 
of 2021 compared to 14 
on average for the same 
period since 2011.

That has also led to 
a greater bush and for-
est area burned: 75,000 
hectares (186,000 acres) 
as of Sept. 5, compared 
to an average of 71,000 
hectares on average 
in the previous years, 
data from the Ministry 
of Ecological Transition 
showed.

LONDON (AP): The U.K. 
government has canceled 
an agreement to buy at 
least 100 million doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine from 
the French pharmaceuti-
cal startup Valneva after 
alleging that the compa-
ny breached its contract 
obligations.

Valneva shares plum-
meted Monday on the 
news from Britain, the 
only country that had 
made a firm commitment 
to buy the company’s 
vaccine. The stock was 
down 30% at 13.97 eu-
ros in midday trading in 
Europe, after falling as 
low as 11 euros.

Britain was an early 
backer of the Valneva 
project, agreeing to in-
vest millions of pounds 
in a production facility in 
Scotland as part of deal 
announced last Septem-
ber. The U.K. also agreed 
to buy 100 million doses 
of the vaccine, with op-
tions for another 90 mil-
lion. The vaccine is in 
late-stage human trials 
and not yet approved by 
regulators.

The British govern-
ment “has alleged that 
the company is in breach 
of its obligations under 
the supply agreement, 
but the company strenu-
ously denies this,” Val-
neva said in a statement. 
“Valneva has worked 
tirelessly, and to its best 
efforts, on the collabora-
tion with (the govern-
ment) including invest-
ing significant resources 
and effort to respond 
to (the government’s) 
requests for variant-de-
rived vaccines.”

The UK government 
has not yet commented 
publicly.

Valneva began sub-
mitting data on its vac-
cine, known as VLA2001, 
to Britain’s medicines 
regulator last month. 
The company, based out-

side of Nantes in west-
ern France, has said it 
expects to complete tri-
als of the vaccine in the 
fourth quarter, with ini-
tial approval possible by 
the end of this year.

“Valneva continues to 
be committed to the de-
velopment of VLA2001 
and will increase its ef-
forts with other potential 
customers to ensure that 
its inactivated vaccine 
can be used in the fight 
against the pandemic,” 
the company said.

Scotland’s health 
secretary, HumzaYousaf, 
said the announcement 
was a “blow” for the Val-
neva production facility 
in Livingston, which be-
gan producing the vac-
cine in January. The U.K. 
government’s invest-
ment in the plant was 
expected to created 100 
new, highly paid jobs at 
the plant.

“We are very keen, 
and will be reaching out 
to the company, to try to 
get security and secure a 
future for that facility in 
Livingston; we hope that 
would be with Valneva,” 
Yousaf told the BBC. 
“Clearly, when it comes 
to their supposed alleged 
failure to meet their con-
tract obligations, we ob-
viously are looking for 
more information from 
the U.K. government and 
would expect that short-
ly.”

Termination of the 
agreement isn’t expected 
to have an immediate 
impact on Britain’s mass 
vaccination program. 
Even without the Valneva 
vaccine, the government 
has acquired more than 
enough doses to fully 
vaccinate the entire pop-
ulation.

Almost 81% of people 
16 and over have already 
been fully vaccinated, ac-
cording to the latest gov-
ernment figures.
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CORAL QUEEN! Singer Rita Ora showed off her abs in a 
monochromatic coral outfit at New York Fashion Week.
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EtCETERA

Aries:
It was never going to be easy, Aries. But you volunteered 
to come to the physical realm for a reason. You volun-
tarily decided to take on certain challenges, so you could 
ascend to the next level of consciousness. So, accept the 
given obstacles as an opportunity to do the inner work 
and grow. Yes, you will be bruised over and over. Yes, 
the old wounds will rear their ugly heads too. Know that 
you are prepared for this and that you have the power to 
transcend whatever it is that you’re going through.
Tip: You are prepared for this challenge, beautiful. Don’t 
give up now.
Taurus:
You are many things, Taurus, and mediocre is certainly 
not one of them. Monday sees you taking on new chal-
lenges head on and recommitting to the chosen path. 
Some of you may be stepping into a bigger role too, 
one that involves leading by example. Remember, the 
Universe never gives us anything we are unprepared for. 
So, accept with gratitude the opportunity you have been 
presented with as you level up.
Tip: Big things are coming your way, beautiful.
Gemini:
Often, it is the people closest to our hearts that have the 
power to affect us the most. This is something you under-
stand on a soul level, Gemini, which is precisely why you 

are stepping into the role of the observer and watching 
your relationship dynamics play out. What the Universe 
wants you to know: the gift of acceptance will help you 
bring about a profound shift within and without *and* re-
store harmony in your world.
Tip: The gift of acceptance is a profound one.
Cancer:
Actions speak louder than words, Cancer. We repeat: ac-
tions speak louder than words. So, pay attention to what 
people are saying when they’re saying anything at all. 
This will give you a deeper insight into what’s really going 
on here. Yes, the truth will make you uncomfortable. But, 
it will also ultimately set you free. PS: don’t be afraid to do 
what’s right for you, beautiful.
Tip: The truth will set you free.
Leo:
There are times when the road ahead is illuminated and 
then there are times when we feel like we’re navigating 
through the darkness. The latter holds true for where you 
are right now, Leo. But don’t lose hope just yet. What 
you’re experiencing now is a repeated lesson. In other 
words, you know exactly how to navigate your circum-
stances. Ground yourself in the moment, and listen to 
what your higher self is telling you to do. PS: You’ve got 
this!
Tip: What you’re facing right now is a repeated lesson.

Virgo:
You did what you thought was best at the time, and that 
is enough, Virgo. We repeat: you did what you thought 
was best at the time, and that is enough. The cards are 
urging you to forgive yourself for all the times you have 
erred, as you bring a little more gentleness and a little 
more compassion into the equation. You are making a 
conscious effort to learn from your past mistakes and that 
is what truly matters.
Tip: Forgive your past self, beautiful.
Libra:
Somebody’s got to take the next step, Libra. Why not 
you? Honour this is an opportunity to deepen your com-
mitment or say ‘I do’ as you remember that you are magi-
cal beings capable of creating a magical reality together. 
Remember, it will be easy to give into your fears at a time 
like this. To believe that things can never be as right as 
you imagine them in your head. Rise above the constant 
chatter of your monkey mind and begin to affirm the posi-
tive. The Universe is by your side, beautiful. So, ‘the how’ 
and ‘the why’ is not something you need to worry about.
Tip: You are being presented with the opportunity to 
move to the next level of your relationship. 
Scorpio:
Remember the things that awakened your sense of joy 
and creativity as a child? Remember the things that gave 

you a reason to wake up with a spring in your step each 
morning? What made you part ways with them, Scorpio? 
Has this diversion improved the quality of your life in any 
way? If you answered in the negative, you know what 
you have to do, beloved. Today, you’re being asked to 
make your way back to yourself. Following the path of 
passion is the secret to finding true happiness.
Tip: Make your way back to yourself.
Sagittarius:
We live in a hyper masculine world, Sagittarius. In the need 
to prove our worthiness, we often try to adhere to a script that 
has been handed down to us by others. Could this be true 
for where you are? Are you dismissing your gifts as mere 
hobbies? Something to think about, beautiful. The cards are 
urging you to bring a little more kindness and a little more 
gentleness into the equation. As you do, set yourself free 
from the false and give yourself the permission to engage 
in that which brings you happiness.
Tip: It’s time to find a balance between what you do for 
love and what you do for money.
Capricorn:
Soon the memories will fade away and the scars will be 
replaced by love and light. It all gets better from here. It all 
gets better from here, beautiful. So, accept the changes 
that you are being faced with, as you continue to gaze at 
your vision board with hopeful eyes. You are fully sup-

ported in the process of manifestation, and are moving 
closer to your best life.
Tip: You are in the midst of a transition, Capricorn.
Aquarius:
This chapter of your life is all about hoping and praying 
and loving and healing. Things are about to get better 
from here (despite what your physical reality is showing 
you) and this you believe with every fibre of your being. 
So, set an intention for positive change and know that 
you are being fully supported by the mysterious. As such, 
love and romance are also taking centre-stage. You are 
at a point in your journey where you are able to accept 
the other as they are and honour the differences.
Tip: Everything gets better with time.
Pisces:
The Universe gives us what we *need*, not what we 
want, Pisces. So, accept with grace the experiences you 
have attracted, knowing that each of these experiences 
is helping you rise above the murky waters of karma and 
evolve on a soul level. As you do, release the past and 
release the need to compare where you are now with 
where you were. Remember, the ebb and flow is a 
constant in this physical reality of ours, and so, the 
high will follow the low. 
Tip: Accept with grace the experiences you have at-
tracted into your reality.
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Actor Navdeep 
appears before 
ED in drugs case

Amitabh Bachchan, Sadhguru to participate 
in Global Citizen Live's broadcast

Britney Spears gets engaged 
with ‘lioness’ engraved ring

Ryan Reynolds on 'Free 
Guy': Challenging to create 

something originalmumbai, Sep 13 (PTI): International 
advocacy organisation Global Citi-
zen, in partnership with Wizcraft, on 
Monday announced that Mumbai, In-
dia will be represented in the Global 
Citizen Live broadcast - a combina-
tion of festivals, events, and perfor-
mances airing from locations on six 
continents on September 25.

The event, billed as a day of 
"global unity", will call on world 
leaders, philanthropists and corpo-
rations to "defend the planet and 
defeat poverty, to take action on 
climate change, famine, and vaccine 
equity," a statement from the organ-
isers read.

Renowned personalities partici-
pating from Mumbai include mega-
star Amitabh Bachchan, spiritual 
leader Sadhguru, actors Anil Kapoor, 
FarhanAkhtar, HrithikRoshan, Ay-
ushmannKhurrana, ArjunKapoor, 
AnanyaPanday, BhumiPednekar, Jan-
hviKapoor, DiaMirza, KiaraAdvani, 
RiteishDeshmukh, Sara Ali Khan, 
SonakshiSinha, and musicians Bad-
shah, AmitTrivedi, Ajay- Atul and 
TanishkBagchi.

The event will be held at the Gate-
way of India.

Aaditya Thackeray, Minister of 
Tourism and Environment, Maha-
rashtra said the Global Citizen Fes-
tival will boost awareness about cli-
mate change.

"When it comes to climate change, 

we are running out of time to reverse 
the damage caused. I am confident 
that the Global Citizen Festival will 
steer a mass movement on the world 
stage to fight climate change now," 
Thackeray said in a statement.

Global Citizen and Wizcraft first 

joined hands in 2016 for the Global 
Citizen Festival India, which took 
place in Mumbai.

Recently, the organisations also 
came together for Vax Live: The 
Concert to Reunite the World, which 
urged global citizens to provide sup-
port to people when the COVID-19 
cases were on the rise in India in 
April.

"Five years ago, we held our first 

Global Citizen festival in Mumbai. 
We were amazed at the reaction and 
warm reception we received from 
the hundreds of thousands of global 
citizens, the city of Mumbai and the 
Maharashtra state. Global Citizens 
across India are an essential part of 

our movement, and we are proud to 
return to Mumbai for Global Citizen 
Live," Liza Henshaw, COO, Global Citi-
zen said.

Andre Timmins, Co-Founder Wiz-
craft said they are thrilled and hon-
oured to work with the Global Citizen 
team again.

"The historic moment that we 
created together in November 2016 
with Global Citizen Festival India 

moved our country to a new level of 
advocacy and an understanding of 
how one voice, one action can make 
a difference.

"We are so pleased to have the 
opportunity to be working with the 
team again to bring Mumbai and In-

dia to the world with this momentous 
special edition in September. There is 
an exciting show being planned at our 
beautiful and iconic Gateway of India, 
for Global Citizens everywhere," Tim-
mins further said.

Also joining hands to support the 
initiative for the third successive time 
is Venkateshwara Hatcheries' Venkys, 
as lead partners for the Global Citizen 
Live Campaign in India.

hyderabad, Sept 13 (PTI): 
Telugu actor P Navdeep ap-
peared before the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) here 
on Monday as part of a 
money laundering probe in 
connection with a high-end 
drugs racket that was busted 
in the city in 2017.

Navdeep, is among the 
10 personalities from Tolly-
wood, the Telugu film in-
dustry, whom the ED has 
summoned to appear before 
it in connection with the sen-
sational racket of supplying 
high-end narcotics such as LSD 
and MDMA, that was busted by 
the Telangana's Prohibition and 
Excise department.

Since August 31 this year, 
noted filmmaker PuriJagan-
nadh, actresses CharmeeKaur 
and RakulPreet Singh, actors 
Nandu, RanaDaggubati and 
Ravi Teja have so far appeared 
before the central agency.

The drug racket was ex-
posed in July 2017 and sev-
eral cases related to drug traf-
ficking were registered and 
over 20 people were arrested 
including a US citizen, who 
was a former aerospace en-
gineer and had worked with 
the NASA, a Dutch national, a 
South African national besides 
seven B.Tech degree holders 
employed with multi-national 
companies here.

The names of some Tolly-
wood personalities came out 

during the interrogation of 
persons arrested in connec-
tion with the racket.

A Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) of Telangana's 
Prohibition and Excise de-
partment, as part of its in-
vestigation had also probed 
the alleged drug-links with 
Tollywood, and had then ques-
tioned 11 people connected 
to the Telugu film industry 
including actors and directors 
besides the driver of one of the 
actor and had also collected 
hair and nail samples.

The SIT questioned them 
to find out if they had any links 
with the racket as consumers 
or suppliers or with those ar-
rested.

The ED summoned the 
Tollywood personalities who 
were among those ques-
tioned by SIT and they were 
asked to appear before it.

The racket supplied high-
end drugs such as lysergic 
acid diethylamide (LSD) and 
methylenedioxy-metham-
phetamine (MDMA), and it is 
suspected that people from 
the film industry, employees 
of MNCs and college students 
were among their customers.

Orders were placed 
through the 'Darknet' (secre-
tive websites or online net-
works) and the drugs were 
delivered by courier includ-
ing from overseas, the inves-
tigators had said.

New Delhi, Sep 13 (PTI): 
As someone who is known 
for his superhero roles like 
Deadpool and Green Lantern, 
Hollywood star Ryan Reyn-
olds says playing a "naive" 
background character in the 
film "Free Guy" was an inter-
esting experience for him.

Coming up with an origi-
nal idea like 'Free Guy' was a 
taxing process in a world full 
of comic book-based mov-
ies, sequels and pre-existing 
IPs (intellectual property), 
said the actor, who reached 
out to director Shawn Levy 
soon after reading the script, 
penned by Matt Lieberman 
and Zak Penn.

"We were talking about 
this world and how we could 
build it, and how we can 
make changes that would 
make it kind of relevant and 
speak to the world that we're 
living in now. It's hard to 
make something that isn't 
based on some pre-existing 
IP or a comic book. It's very 
challenging," Reynolds said 
at a global press conference.

While the film premiered 
in theatres worldwide in 
August, the action-comedy 
is scheduled to be released 
in India on Friday in English 
and Hindi. A sequel has also 
been announced.

The film's story revolves 
around Guy (Reynolds), a 
bank teller who discovers 

that he is actually an NPC 
(non-player character) inside 
a brutal, open-world video 
game called 'Free City'.

The events in the movie 
motivate Guy to become the 
hero of the story, by saving 
his friends from getting de-
leted by the game's creator 
(played by TaikaWaititi).

The 44-year-old actor 
said it was fun to explore a 
character that rises to the oc-
casion and transforms into a 
new person.

"There's something really 
wonderful about playing a 
character that is kind of naive 
and innocent, and in a sense, 
kind of like a four-year-old 
adult," he added. The actor 
said he drew inspiration from 
the 1979 film "Being There", 
starring Hollywood veteran 
Peter Sellers, to understand 
the character of Guy.

"There's something really 
fun about exploring every-
thing with new eyes, which 
is what this character gets to 
do, and filtering that through 
the prism of comedy, and oc-
casionally, cynicism. I love 
playing a character who is 
sort of stepping out of the 
background into this kind of 
new person," he said.

The film, a 20th Century 
Studios project, also features 
actors Jodie Comer, Joe Keery, 
Lil RelHowery and Utkar-
shAmbudkar in pivotal roles.  

loS ANGeleS (AP): Britney 
Spears announced her en-
gagement Sunday to her boy-
friend Sam Asghari with an 
exuberant post displaying a 
diamond ring engraved with 
the word “lioness.”

The news comes days af-
ter her father filed to end the 
court conservatorship that 
has controlled the singer’s 
life and money for 13 years.

She wrote “I can’t (exple-
tive) believe it!” with an In-
stagram video post where 
she winks, kisses a smiling 
Asghari on the cheek and an-
swers “yes!” when he asks if 
she likes the ring.

Asghari posted his own 
photo of Spears showing her 
ring finger to the camera.

The four-carat diamond 
ring is engraved inside the 
band with “lioness” because 
it’s his nickname for her, the 

company Forever Diamonds 
NY said in a statement.

The couple met on the set 
of the “Slumber Party” music 
video in 2016.

The singer told a judge 
in June she wanted to marry 
Asghari and have a baby with 
him during an impassioned 
plea to end the conservator-
ship, but said she hadn’t been 
allowed to remove an intra-
uterine device for birth con-
trol or even drive with him.

Legally, Spears can get 
married, but the conserva-
torship must approve it as 
with other major life deci-
sions.

Spears was previously 
married to Kevin Federline, 
with whom she shares two 
sons, ages 14 and 15. She 
was briefly married to child-
hood friend Jason Alexander 
in 2004.


