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Anxious Sunday in East Sikkim as people stay indoors
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 19 Jul: 

Ten fresh cases of COVID-19 
were confirmed in Sikkim on 

Sunday. With this, the number 
of active cases in the State has 
climbed to 193 and total cases re-
ported so far in the State stands at 
283. Of the 193 active cases, 186 
are in isolation facilities in East 
Sikkim and seven in isolation at 
Gyalshing, West Sikkim.

Meanwhile, East district woke 
up to a desolate Sunday, still anx-
ious over the arrival of Novel Coro-
navirus among the resident popu-
lation here. 

Rangpo, Singtam and Dikchu 
went into voluntary lockdown and 
movement was thin in the capital 
as well. 

There were noticeably few ve-
hicles on the roads and even Lall 
Bazaar received very few haat 
shoppers. As the day progressed, 
the district administration de-
clared the Sikkim Distilleries unit 
in Rangpo a containment zone 
after COVID cases were detected 
there. There was however no offi-
cial word on how many tested pos-
itive there. 

With this, East Sikkim now has 
13 containment zones stretch-

ing from Tarpin in Rorathang to 
Gangtok. 

Later in the day, the district ad-
ministration also officially put Rang-
po under lockdown till 21st July. 

South Sikkim, meanwhile, has 
declared three towns as contain-
ment zones owing to their prox-
imity to Rangpo which is emerging 
as an outbreak point. Three more 
people who attended the funeral at 
Rangpo tested positive today.

In what must be received with 
cautious excitement was news 
that all the 19 primary contacts 
in Gangtok of the Agriculture De-
partment employee, including her 
roomates at the Working Women’s 
Hostel, tested negative in TruNat 
screening. Since not enough time 
has passed since they came in con-
tact with the COVID patient, they 
will be tested against after 21 July. 
Till then, Sikkim will have to reas-

sure itself with their currently neg-
ative status.

In his daily health bulletin 
on Sunday, Health Department 
DG-cum-Secretary, Dr Pempa T 
Bhutia, also comment on a social 
media post regarding a child ad-
mitted at Tokal Bermiok PHC who 
was allegedly not receiving proper 
medical attention. Dr Bhutia clar-
ified that the Rapid Antigen Test 
of the child returned negative and 

that for further confirmation, a 
sample has also been sent for RT-
PCR at STNM hospital.

He explained that testing af-
ter immediate exposure was not 
advised since test results so early 
could prove inaccurate. He has 
advised that people who fear in-
fection should self-isolate as a 
precautionary measure and get 
tested after five to six days to en-
sure reliable results.  

Dr Bhutia further informed 
that the other contacts of the Agri-
culture Department employee will 
be called for testing after 21 July. 

He further informed that a ma-
ternal uncle of the employee has 
also tested positive for COVID-19. 

He added that the South Dis-
trict team conducted 43 test on 
her contacts at Mamring and six 
have returned positive and after 
confirmation of test results, will be 
shifted to STNM Hospital. 

He informed that contacts of 
Mamring positive patients have 
also been traced to Timburbong in 
West Sikkim and 18 samples were 
sent for RT-PCR testing and results 
are awaited.

The Secretary mentioned that 
testing of five samples at the flu 
clinic at Singtam district hospital, 
one police personnel from Sing-
tam police station tested positive 
and later two of his contacts also 
tested positive. 

He informed that 79 contacts of 
these three police personnel have 
returned negative. 

He further informed that an 
isolation facility for asymptomatic 
COVID patient currently lodged at 
STNM Hospital has been set up at 
SICUN in East Sikkim.

10 MORE CASES TAKE SIKKIM’S ACTIVE CASE COUNT TO 193

Khaling 
condemns 
Zimba
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 19 Jul: 

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha spokesperson, 

Jacob Khaling, today 
condemned the nchari-
table remarks passed by 
Darjeeling MLA, Neeraj 
Zimba, running down the 
Sikkimese electorate.

Addressing a press 
conference today, Mr 
Khaling said that Mr 
Zimba’s comments were 
unfortunate. He strong-
ly criticized and con-
demned the Darj MLA’s 
statement and demanded 
that he offer an immediate 
and unconditional apolo-
gy to the people of Sikkim.

After record 38,902 new cases, India's COVID-19 tally climbs to 10,77,618

2 test positive for 
COVID at Timburbung
RUDRA KAUSHIK
Gyalshing, 19 Jul: 

Two primary con-
tacts of the Rang-

po resident who had 
tested positive for COVID 
recently, were detected 
with the virus through 
Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) 
at Timburbung GPU un-
der Soreng sub division of 
West Sikkim today. 

The two had also 
attended the same fu-
neral at Rangpo from 
where others have also 
returned positive.

The two have been 
shifted to the isola-
tion ward set up at 
the Ayush Jospital 
at Kyongsa here and 
their contacts are be-
ing traced. 

Another primary 

contact from the funer-
al was traced to Gyalsh-
ing and his shop con-
tained and family put 
into isolation.

The west district 
administration has 
declared Timburbung 
GPU and Sub Divisional 
Administrative Centre 
as containment zones. 
It may be mentioned 
here that out of four 
primary contacts of the 
Rangpo resident traced 
to Timburbung, one 
person works at the 
Soreng SDAC. This con-
tact has however tested 
negative for COVID.

Meanwhile, the 
Soreng Bazar Commit-
tee has decided to close 
all commercial activi-
ties for 7 days.

India's COVID-19 recovery 
rate now 62.86 pc

New Delhi, July 19 (PTI): 
The number of recov-
ered COVID-19 patients 
exceeds India's active 
caseload by 3,04,043 
as on Sunday with 6.77 
lakh people having recu-
perated from the disease 
so far, the Union Health 
Ministry said.

There has been a 
"sharp increase" of 
23,672 COVID-19 pa-
tients recovering in the 
last 24 hours, the highest 
in a day, according to the 
ministry's updated data 
updated at 8 AM.

"The total number of 
recovered cases is 6,77,422. 
The recovery rate as of now 
is at 62.86 per cent," the 
ministry said.

India's COVID-19 
case fatality rate is "pro-
gressively falling" and 
is currently at 2.49 per 
cent, which is one of the 
lowest in the world, the 
ministry said on Sunday, 

crediting efficient clinical 
management of hospital-
ised cases for it. Proactive 
measures like aggressive 
testing and timely diag-
nosis of the central, state 
and union territory gov-
ernments have helped in 
detecting cases early.

"Effective clinical 
management of the mod-
erate and severe cases 
through a well executed 
standard of care pro-
tocol has ensured high 
rate of recovery among 
the COVID patients," the 
ministry said. Medical at-
tention is being provided 
to all the 3,73,379 active 
cases, in hospitals and 
home isolation.

The country's testing 
infrastructure has been 
substantially ramped up. 
The testing strategy pre-
scribed by the Indian Coun-
cil of Medical Research 
(ICMR) allows all registered
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New Delhi, July 19 (PTI): 
India saw a record single- day 
jump of 38,902 COVID-19 
cases pushing its tally to 
10,77,618 on Sunday, while 
the total number of recoveries 
increased to 6,77,422, accord-
ing to the Union Health Min-
istry data.  The death toll due 
to the disease rose to 26,816 
with new 543 fatalities even as 
23,672 patients have recuper-
ated in the past 24 hours, the 
highest so far in a day, the data 
updated at 8 am showed.

The Ministry of Health said 
the 11 most COVID-19 affected 
countries in the world --the US, 
Brazil, Russia, Peru, Chile, Mex-
ico, South Africa, the UK, Iran, 
Pakistan, Spain --together re-
ported 8 times more cases and 
14 times more deaths than In-
dia. There are 3,73,379 active 
cases presently in the country. 
The total number of confirmed 
cases includes foreigners

This is the fourth consecu-
tive day that COVID-19 cases 
have increased by more than 
30,000. 

According to the ICMR, a 
cumulative total of 1,37,91,869 

samples have been tested up to 
July 18 with 3,58,127 samples 
being tested on Saturday. 

Of the 543 deaths re-
ported in the last 24 hours, 
144 are from Maharashtra, 
93 from Karnataka, 88 from 
Tamil Nadu, 52 from Andhra 
Pradesh, 27 from West Bengal, 
26 from Delhi, 24 from Uttar 
Pradesh, 17 from Haryana, 16 
from Gujarat and nine from 
Madhya Pradesh.

Bihar, Punjab and Rajas-
than have reported seven fa-
talities each followed by Tel-
angana with six deaths, Jammu 

and Kashmir five, Odisha and 
Puducherry three each, Assam, 
Tripura and Kerala two each, 
while Chandigarh, Chhattis-
garh and Uttarakhand have 
registered a fatality each.  

Of the total 26,816 deaths 
reported so far, Maharash-
tra accounted for the high-
est 11,596 fatalities followed 
by Delhi with 3,597 deaths, 
Tamil Nadu 2,403, Gujarat 
2,122, Karnataka 1,240, Uttar 
Pradesh 1,108, West Bengal 
1,076, Madhya Pradesh 706 
and Andhra Pradesh 586. So 
far, 553 people have died of 

COVID-19 in Rajasthan, 409 
in Telangana, 344 in Haryana, 
246 in Punjab, 236 in Jammu 
and Kashmir, 208 in Bihar, 86 
in Odisha, 53 in Assam, 52 in 
Uttarakhand, 46 in Jharkhand 
and 40 in Kerala.

Puducherry has registered 
28 deaths, Chhattisgarh 24, 
Goa 21, Chandigarh 12, Hi-
machal Pradesh 11, Tripura 
5, Arunachal Pradesh 3, Me-
ghalaya and Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli and Daman and Diu two 
each, while Ladakh has report-
ed one fatality.
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Antigen testing confirms 21 new 
COVID cases in East Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 19 Jul:

As per information 
shared by the DC-East, 

21 fresh cases of COVID-19 
were confirmed through 
Rapid Antigen Testing at 
Rongli and Rangpo in East 
Sikkim today.

As per a report re-
ceived from IPR Depart-
ment, seven positive cases 
were detected at Rongli 
from 412 RAT tests. Rong-
li, it may be recalled, was 
declared a containment 
zone after COVID infec-
tions spread into the local 
community there from the 
GREF camp.

Meanwhile at Rang-

po, which has emerged 
as a COVID worry for the 
State ever since a posi-
tive case in Gangtok was 
traced back to a funeral 
in the border town, 14 

new COVID cases were 
confirmed. All 14, the 
DC informs, are contacts 
who can be traced back 
to the funeral.

A total of 158 rapid an-

tigen tests were conduct-
ed at Rangpo – 48 return-
ees and 108 contacts of 
the positive case detected 
earlier and two others. 

turn to pg 02

Apologise to 
Sikkimese 
people, SDF 
demands of 
Darj MLA
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 19 Jul: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front has registered 

strong objection against 
Darjeeling MLA, Neeraj 
Zimba’s comments on 
Sikkim and its people. 

While strongly con-
demning the statement, 
the party has demanded 
that the MLA immediate-
ly apologize to the people 
of Sikkim and correct his 
statement.

A press release is-
sued by SDF spokes-
person, Krishna Kharel, 
condemns Mr Zimba’s 
comments as very irre-
sponsible and insulting. 

Mr Zimba has 
off-handedly alleged that 
votes of the Sikkimese 
electorate could be 
“bought” for cheap.

Defectors should 
be banned from 
holding public 
office for 5 
years, fighting 
next poll: Sibal
New Delhi, Jul 19 (PTI): 
Amid the political 
firestorm in Rajasthan 
following Sachin Pilot's 
rebellion, senior Con-
gress leader Kapil Sibal 
on Sunday called for 
amending the anti-defec-
tion law to ban all defec-
tors from holding public 
office for five years and 
fighting the next election.

Sibal also said that the 
"antibodies" against the 
"virus of corrupt means" to 
topple elected governments 
lie in amending the Tenth 
Schedule of the Constitution 
(anti-defection law).

His attack comes in the 
wake of Pilot's open rebellion
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS
LAND FOR SALE

Two plots available – 30X40 sq ft and 50X30 sq ft
Junkeri Dara, Samlik Marchak

Price negotiable 
Contact : 6296366498, 

9641878315, 9593262407

FOR RENT 
Two and half storeyed (1st to 3rd floor) com-
plex is available for rent in the heart of Ranipool 
Baazar (Opposite UCO Bank). The building area 
is 35’x60’ appx. in each floor and is fit for offic-
es, shopping complexes, guest houses, banks etc. 
Contact: 8509755220, 8348007688.

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
 

General roadside land for sale measuring 30 by 
45 square feet near smile land below apica gar-
den . Contact no.7797885351/9733538899.

ANTHYESTI KRIYA
The Anthyesti Kriya of our beloved father, Lt 
DB Shrestha who left for his heavenly abode on 
10 July falls on 22 Jul, 2020 
(Wednesday).

We would like to express 
our heartfelt gratitude to all 
our friends, relatives and well 
wishers who have stood by us 
during our time of bereave-
ment and request all to pray 
for the departed soul of our 
beloved father.

The Anthyesti Kriya will be held at Shrestha 
Building (our residence), Below Janta Bhawan, 
DPH Area, Gangtok.

Shanti Shrestha 
Dr Kaushilya & Neeraj Pradhan:  9933922696

Sushila & Saroj Pradhan
Naresh & Varsha Shrestha:  9433169663.

medical practitioners to recommend testing.
The Rapid Antigen Point of Care (POC) Test, cou-

pled with the facilitation of widespread gold-standard 
RT-PCR based testing by states and UTs, has resulted 
in a surge in the number of samples tested. A total of 
3,58,127 samples were tested in on Saturday.

With a total of 1,37,91,869 samples tested so far, 
the testing per million (TPM) for India has reached 
9994.1, the ministry said.

Consistently expanding diagnostic lab network 
now comprises 1,262 labs -- 889 labs in the govern-
ment sector and 373 private labs.

India saw a record single-day jump of 38,902 
COVID-19 cases pushing its tally to 10,77,618 on 
Sunday, while the death toll due to the disease rose 
to 26,816 with 543 fatalities being reported in a day, 
according to the data updated at 8 am.

India's COVID-19...

The Health Ministry stressed that more than 70 
per cent of the deaths occurred due to comorbidities

Maharashtra has reported the highest number of 
cases at 3,00,937 followed by Tamil Nadu at 1,65,714, 
Delhi at 1,21,582, Karnataka at 59,652, Gujarat at 
47,390, Uttar Pradesh at 47,036, Andhra Pradesh at 
44,609 and Telangana at 43,780

The number of COVID-19 cases has gone up to 
40,209 in West Bengal, 28,500 in Rajasthan, 25,547 in 
Haryana, 25,136 in Bihar, 22,918 in Assam and 21,763 
in Madhya Pradesh

Odisha has reported 16,701 infections, Jammu 
and Kashmir 13,198, Kerala 11,659, while Punjab has 
9,792 cases

A total of 5,342 have been infected by the virus 
in Jharkhand, 5,233 in Chhattisgarh, 4,276 in Ut-
tarakhand, 3,484 in Goa, 2,654 in Tripura, 1,894 in 
Puducherry, 1,891 in Manipur, 1,457 in Himachal 
Pradesh and 1,159 in Ladakh

Nagaland has recorded 978 COVID-19 cases, 
Chandigarh 700, Arunachal Pradesh 650 and Dadra 
and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu together have 
reported 602 cases

Meghalaya has reported 418 cases, Mizoram 284, 
Sikkim has registered 275 infections so far, while An-
daman and Nicobar Islands has recorded 198 cases

"Our figures are being reconciled with the ICMR," 
the ministry said, adding, state-wise distribution is 
subject to further verification and reconciliation.

After record 38,902...

against the Ashok Gehlot government, which has been 
on shaky ground since, with at least 18 legislators 
backing the rebel leader.

Pilot was sacked as deputy chief minister and the 
state Congress chief earlier this week.

The Congress has accused the BJP of making ef-
forts to topple the Gehlot government by indulging in 
horse-trading.

"Need for Vaccine: Virus of 'corrupt means' to top-
ple elected governments has spread through a 'Wuhan 
like facility' in Delhi," Sibal tweeted, in an apparent 
swipe at the BJP.

"Its 'antibodies' lie in amending the Tenth Sched-
ule. Ban all defectors from: Holding public office for 
five years, fighting the next election," he said.

Taking a swipe at Pilot over his claim that he is 
not joining the BJP, Sibal on Thursday had asked what 
happens to his "ghar wapsi" and whether Rajasthan's 
dissident legislators are vacationing in Haryana under 
the "watchful eye" of the saffron party.

In the house of 200, the Congress has 107 MLAs, 
including the 19 dissidents who have been issued no-
tices of disqualification by the speaker and they have 
challenged them in the high court.

The Congress has maintained the claim that the 
Gehlot government has the support of 109 MLAs, in-
cluding the two BTP MLAs.

Apologise to...

At Rhenock, 243 contacts of the Golden Cross phar-
ma unit employee who had tested positive yesterday 
were screed through RAT and all returned negative.

Similarly in Singtam, 70 contacts of the positive 
case from yesterday were tested through RAT and all 
reports came back negative. Of the 70, 40 were pri-
mary contacts in the family or residents of the same 
building as the three personnel attached with the 
Singtam Police Station who had tested positive yester-
day, 22 were police personnel and eight were posted 
at the Fire Station.

It may be mentioned here that while Rapid Anti-
gen Test results are considered final for positive cases, 
those who test negative are usually tested again after 
a few days because RAT testing too early since expo-
sure can return inaccurate results.

Antigen testing...TMC prepares for its first 
mega virtual rally on July 21

Kolkata, Jul 19 (PTI): 
The Trinamool Congress 
is preparing for its first 
mega virtual rally on July 
21 even as a section of 
the party leadership is 
apprehensive whether 
the digital rally would 
evoke a similar response 
as it used to during pre-
vious years.

The July 21 rally is not 
just a show of strength 
on the part of TMC but 
also a platform which 
sets the tone of the par-
ty's policies and politics 
for the entire year.

The July 21 'Martyrs 
Day' rally is observed 
annually by TMC to com-
memorate the killing of 
13 people in police firing 
in 1993, when Mamata 
Banerjee, then a Youth 
Congress leader, had 
launched a march to the 
secretariat, demanding 
that voters' card be made 
the only document to al-
low people to exercise 
their franchise.

According to TMC 
sources, with crucial 
assembly polls just 10 
months away, a typi-
cal July 21 rally would 
have been the most 
suitable platform for 
party supremo and 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
to set the tone for next 
year's assembly polls.

"It would have been 

better, had the things 
been normal and we 
were able to organise 
a normal rally just like 
previous years. But due 
to COVID pandemic, we 
are forced to organise a 
digital rally. Although we 
would try to reach out to 
a maximum number of 
people, a digital rally can 
never match the passion 
and energy of a normal 
mega rally," a senior TMC 
leader said.

According to par-
ty sources, the party is 
planning to reach out to 
more than five crore peo-
ple of the state through 
the use of digital medium 
and the team of I-PAC of 
poll strategist Prashant 
Kishor is looking into it 
to ensure that the mes-
sage and speech of Ba-

nerjee is percolated to 
every block and village of 
the state.

Efforts are on to en-
sure giant screens at var-
ious areas and localities 
of the state with loud-
speakers to ensure Ba-
nerjee's message reach-
es to every household, a 
TMC leader said.

"Mamata di will give 
an important message 
for assembly polls of 
2021. Most of our work-
ers are sitting idle due 
to COVID pandemic. So 
this rally will set the tone 
for next year's assembly 
polls," a senior TMC lead-
er said.

The BJP and the TMC, 
which have been at each 
other's jugular over the 
handling of the COVID-19 
situation, migrant work-

ers' plight and cyclone 
Amphan, have launched 
a blitzkrieg on various 
virtual platforms, tear-
ing into each other over 
these issues.

The TMC was first 
off the block with its su-
premo Mamata Banerjee 
holding a virtual meeting 
with functionaries and 
public representatives on 
June 5, outlining the par-
ty's strategy for the polls.

The Bengal BJP took 
the plunge on June 9, 
with Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah kick-start-
ing a virtual rally.

The saffron camp had 
emerged as the primary 
challenger of TMC in the 
state after winning 18 
out of the 42 Lok Sabha 
seats in the state in the 
last parliamentary polls.

Assam MLA tests 
positive for COVID-19

Khechuperi Bamboo House unveils hands-
free and eco-friendly sanitizer dispenser 

PRITAM LAMA
Gyalshing, 19 Jul: 

West Sikkim-based, 
Khechuperi Bam-

boo House, has unveiled 
a unique eco-friendly 
foot-operated wooden 
hand sanitizer dispens-

er stand.  
Khechuperi Bamboo 

House, is popular for 
wooden innovative prod-
ucts and ideas. 

“The main purpose 
of this innovation is to 
ensure touch-free dis-

pensing of hand sanitiz-
er,” Indra Kari Limboo, 
the owner of Khechuperi 
Bamboo House, explains.

He plans to donate 
it to Government offic-
es and educational in-
stitutions.

Women's 
Speed Chess: 
Humpy loses 
in final
Chennai, Jul 19 (PTI): 
India's top player Koneru 
Humpy went down to Al-
exandra Kosteniuk 5-7 of 
Russia in the final of the 
fourth leg of the Women's 
Speed Chess Champion-
ships on Sunday.

Humpy, the world 
rapid champion, lost 
the opening game but 
bounced back to win the 
next and level the final 
with some brilliant play.

The two were in-
volved in a close battle 
and played out inter-
esting games before the 
Russian, a former world 
champion, sealed the win 
against the world No.2.

With the triumph, 
Kosteniuk qualified for 
the Super Final against 
Anna Ushenina of 
Ukraine on Monday.

While Kopsteniuk fin-
ished on top of the league 
standings with 24 points, 
Ushenina took the sec-
ond spot with 22 points 
ahead of Valentina Gun-
ina (22 points) on the 
basis of a better tie-break 
score.

After a first round 
loss in the opening leg, 
Humpy played in the 
third leg and lost in quar-
terfinal before turning 
things around in the final 
leg and reaching the final. 
She finished seventh with 
10 points.

World No.1 Hou Yi-
fan defeated Sarasadat 
Khademalsharieh of Iran 
7.5-2.5 to finish third.

This brought the cur-
tains down on the fourth 
and final leg of the Grand 
Prix, with a total of 21 
participants. Each of the 
21 players participated 
in three out of four Grand 
Prix legs. Each GP is a 
16-player knockout event.

In each GP leg, every 
player scores cumulative 
grand prix points accord-
ing to the position in the 
final standings.

19 fresh COVID-19 
cases in Ladakh

Heavy rains pummel Delhi, 
inundate several areas

New Delhi, Jul 19 
(PTI): The national capi-
tal on Sunday received its 
first spell of heavy rains 
which inundated low-ly-
ing areas, and brought 
traffic to a standstill on 
important road stretches 
in the city.

The downpour led to 
the death of a 56-year-
old man, allegedly due to 
drowning, after his mini-
truck got submerged 
in rainwater under the 
Minto Bridge in central 
Delhi.

A bus also got stuck 
in the water under the 
bridge. Fire department 
personnel rushed to the 
spot and rescued the peo-
ple on board. The Youth 
Congress also shared a 
video of their inundated 
Raisina Road office.

Residents shared on 
social media videos and 
pictures of rainwater 
gushing into their hous-
es and vehicles wading 
through waterlogged 
roads.

The Delhi Traffic Po-
lice reported heavy wa-

terlogging at Minto Road, 
Azadpur underpass, 
South Avenue Road, Pul 
Prahladpur underpass, 
Azad market, Moolchand 
underpass and near Ba-
tra Hospital among oth-
ers.

The India Meteoro-
logical Department said 
the Safdarjung Observa-
tory, which provides rep-
resentative figures for 
the city, recorded 74.8 
mm rainfall till 8:30 am.

The Ridge and Lodhi 
Road weather station 
recorded 86 mm and 
81.2 mm rainfall, re-
spectively. The Palam 
and Ayanagar observa-
tories gauged 16.9 mm 
and 12.2 mm precipita-
tion, it said.

Rainfall recorded be-
low 15mm is considered 
light, between 15 and 
64.5 mm is moderate, 
and above 64.5mm is 
heavy, according to the 
IMD.

Earlier, the IMD had 
predicted heavy to very 
heavy rainfall over iso-
lated parts of northwest 

India. It said the "entire 
monsoon trough is most 
likely to shift north-
wards, closer to the foot-
hills of the Himalayas 
during July 19-20".

Despite the early ar-
rival of monsoon in Delhi, 
rains had remained sub-
dued so far.

However, the rains on 
Sunday morning pushed 
the overall July rainfall in 
the surplus category.

The Safdarjung Ob-
servatory has received 
122.7 mm rainfall in July 
so far, which is eight per 
cent more than the nor-
mal of 114.1 mm, accord-
ing to the IMD data.

The Lodhi Road 
weather station has re-
corded 137.1 mm rainfall 
in July, which is 20 per 
cent more than the nor-
mal of 114.4 mm.

Monsoon reached 
Delhi on June 25, two 
days earlier than the 
usual date of June 27. 
The IMD had predicted 
normal rainfall in the na-
tional capital during the 
season.

Guwahati, Jul 19 (PTI): 
Assam BJP MLA Naban-
ita Handique has tested 
positive for the novel 
coronavirus, an official 
said on Sunday.

Handique, who 
represents Sonari in 
the Assam legislative 
assembly, is the fourth 
legislator in the state 
to test positive for 
COVID-19, the official 
said.

The legislator's son, 
driver and a personal 
assistant had earlier 
tested positive while 
her test results came 
positive on Sunday, an 
official of the Chara-
ideo district adminis-
tration said.

The MLA is current-
ly in her constituency 
in the district.

The first legislator 
to test positive was 
BJP's Patharkandi MLA 
Krishnendu Paul fol-

lowed by Naryan Deka 
of Borkhetry. Both 
have recovered from 
COVID-19 and have 
been released from 
hospital.

BJP's Sadiya MLA 
Bolin Chetia was the 
third legislator to 
test COVID-19 posi-
tive. Chetia was ad-
mitted to the Tinsukia 
Civil Hospital.

Another prominent 
politician of the state 
to test positive was All 
India Mahila Congress 
president and former 
Silchar MP Sushmita 
Dev. She was admitted 
to the Silchar Medical 
College Hospital on July 
8. Dev was released 
from the hospital on 
Sunday after she tested 
negative for COVID-19.

Assam has so far 
reported 22,981 cases 
of which 7,760 are ac-
tive cases.

Leh, July 19 (PTI): 
Nineteen more people 
tested positive for coro-
navirus in Ladakh, tak-
ing the total number of 
cases in the Union Ter-
ritory to 1,178, officials 
said on Sunday.

All the new cases 
were detected in Leh 
district, raising the 
number of active cases 
in the region to 173 -- 
143 in Leh district and 
30 in Kargil district, the 
officials said.

They said 18 pa-
tients were discharged 
from isolation facilities 
in Leh on Sunday after 
they recovered from 

COVID-19. With this, 
the number of those 
who have recovered 
from the infection has 
gone up to 1,003 which 
is 85 per cent of the to-
tal number of cases, the 
officials said.

While 702 patients 
(95.7 per cent) have 
recovered from the dis-
ease in Kargil, the num-
ber stands at 301 (67.6 
percent) in Leh district, 
they said.

Two persons have 
died of coronavirus in 
the twin districts of 
Leh and Kargil since 
the outbreak of the 
pandemic in March.
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Sanitiser - a fire HAZARD!
Hand sanitisers, now part of everyday life, can also be a fire hazard 
if used carelessly. There are different types.

One comes with Isopropyl alcohol base and the other with ethyl 
alcohol base. Many are a mixture of both. They readily evaporate at 
room temperature into an ignitable vapour. When sanitiser evapo-
rates in a confined area, like a car, it only takes a spark to start a 
fire. They are inflammable and people should be aware. They should 
be kept in safe and cool places. Exposure to extreme heat can alter 
the chemical composition. Alcohol-based hand sanitiser should be 
rubbed over hands and other surfaces until it evaporates and dries 
up. Even a small quantity of alcohol on your hands exposes your-
self to fire risks while cooking or smoking. 

While sanitizing your vehicle, never use alcohol based sanitisers 
on hot or running vehicles, they can be sanitized with hypochlorite 
solutions type sanitisers.

-Sikkim Fire & Emergency Service-

INSTITUTE OF HOTEL MANAGEMENT
DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM, GOVT. OF SIKKIM

SAJONG RUMTEK, EAST SIKKIM
(Affiliated to National Council for Ho-

tel Management catering Technology, Noida un-
der Ministry of Tourism, Govt. Of India).

Tel: 9434103689, 9434045415 email – ihmgang-
tok@rediffmail.com. Web : www.ihmgangtok.com

ADMISSION NOTICE FOR  ACADEMIC SESSION 2020-21
1. B.Sc IN HOSPITALITY AND HOTEL ADMINISTRATION – 3 Years
2. DIPLOMA IN FOOD PRODUCTION – 1 ½ Years.
3. DIPLOMA IN FOOD & BEVERAGE SERVICE – 1 ½ Years.
Eligibility:-
- Minimum qualification – Passed 10+2 in the system of Se-
nior Secondary Education (any stream) with English as one 
of the compulsory subject from any recognized Board of Ex-
aminations.
- Upper age limit for candidates from General and OBC cat-
egories is 25 years as on 01.07.2020 and for SC/ST candi-
dates, upper age limit is 28 years as on 01.07.2020.
Admission Procedure:-
Interested candidates should send their application in a 
proper format through e-mail latest by 15th August 2020. 
Regular Online / Offline classes will be held from 1st Sep-
tember 2020.

Application form may be downloaded from official web-
site of the Institute.

PRINCIPAL

Amar Subba congratulates 
Darj’s Marathon Man 

Bengal's COVID-19 death 
toll reaches 1,112

Cooperation Deptt office at Krishi 
Bhawan closed for the week

NCoV locks down 
Singtam Police Station

Total mismanagement in Bengal's 
healthcare system: Ghosh

Gangtok, 18 Jul [IPR]: 
The Department of Co-
operation office at Krishi 
Bhawan has been closed 
for the week.

This was done in 
compliance with the or-
der of the District Col-
lector, in his capacity as 
the Chairperson of the 
District Disaster Manage-
ment Authority, that the 
facility be closed in light 
of an Agriculture Depart-
ment employee posted in 
the same complex testing 
positive for COVID-19.

The communiqué 
states that the  office will 
remain closed till 25 July 
or till further orders.

An official statement 
from the Department 
adds that important 
work shall be looked af-
ter from home with due 
information to the Head 
of the Department. 

The officers and 
staff members are re-
quired to remain avail-
able over phone to 
meet exigencies. 

Anyone having any 

signs of uneasiness or are 
secondary contacts of the 
Covid-19 positive person 
have been directed to im-
mediately report to the 
Deputy Secretary, Coop-
eration Department, who 
shall further coordinate 
with Joint Secretary, Ag-
riculture Department for 
further action.

Office shall be re-
opened duly sanitized 
and with intimation to 
the District Administra-
tion, the department in-
forms.

Kolkata, Jul 19 (PTI): 
Alleging gross misman-
agement in dealing with 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic by the West Bengal 
government, BJP state 
president Dilip Ghosh 
on Sunday claimed that 
healthcare system in the 
state has "failed" to ad-
dress the requirements 
to control the disease.

Ghosh alleged that 
false information was 
being dished out by the 
state government on the 
availability of beds for 
COVID-19 patients in dif-
ferent hospitals.

He claimed that the 
West Bengal government 
has not taken any appro-
priate measures to effec-
tively deal with the pan-
demic and bring it under 
control.

"There is total mis-
management in the 
state's healthcare sys-
tem, the disease cannot 
be brought under control 
in this manner," he told 
newspersons here.

Denying the BJP MP's 
claim, senior state min-

ister Subrata Mukherjee 
said that the situation in 
West Bengal was "much 
better" than in many oth-
er states.

"He (Ghosh) should 
visit Gujarat for three 
months and find out the 
real situation. We would 
like to hear him after he 
pays a visit to that state," 
Mukherjee said.

While admitting that 
there have been one or 
two gaffes in dealing with 
the pandemic situation, 
he said that overall the 
state has made the best 
possible arrangements in 
Covid care.

He claimed that 
amongst the worst-af-
fected states, West Ben-
gal is the "best" in man-

aging the Covid pandem-
ic.

"I won't say we are 
the best, but certainly we 
are the best among the 
worst (affected states)," 
the minister said.

Taking a dig at Tri-
namool Congress MP 
Abhishek Banerjee's ex-
hortation to members of 
the party's youth wing 

to visit households and 
help the needy amid the 
coronavirus crisis, the 
BJP state president said 
that it seems that he has 
suddenly remembered 
the people of the state.

"Where was he (Ba-
nerjee) for the last 
four months, now he 
has suddenly emerged 
from nowhere and is 
talking about getting 
5 lakh volunteers to 
work for the people," 
Ghosh asked while 
claiming that the BJP 
workers have stood by 
the distressed people 
of the state providing 
them with ration and 
cooked food.

"We have given 
foodgrains to 35 lakh 
people and have fed an-
other 20 lakh people," he 
said.

The BJP state pres-
ident claimed that the 
TMC tries to mimic the 
good policies and initia-
tives of his party after 
realising that these have 
been received well by the 
people.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 19 Jul: 

Amar Subba, pop-
ular in Sikkim as 

the “Marathon Man,” 
has congratulated Jatin 
Chettri, a long-distance 
runner from Darjeeling, 
for winning the Online 
Running Challenge held 
in Darjeeling. 

The event was orga-
nized to commemorate 

the birthday of the Dalai 
Lama and to raise aware-
ness against Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorders, 
Anxiety and Depression. 

It is informed that Ja-
tin covered 556.3 KMs in 
10 days to win the event.

While extending his 
best wishes to Jatin, Mr 
Subba heralded him as 
the Marathon Man of 
Darjeeling.

YOGEN THATAL
Singtam, 19 Jul:

After three personnel 
attached with the 

Singtam Police Station 
tested positive on Sat-
urday, the police station 
itself was declared a con-
tainment zone and cor-
doned off. 

People living the po-
lice station are also tak-
ing no chances and have 
closed off the area, as a 

result of which the busiest 
junction of town wore a 
deserted look on Sunday.

"This barricade is to 
ensure that distance is 
maintained by the people 
in Singtam and to stay 
away from here to be 
safe," said Zigmee Bhutia, 
a resident.

Meanwhile SHO, 
Santa Bdr Gurung, has 
called on the people 
not panic. 

Kolkata, Jul 19 (PTI): 
The COVID-19 death toll 
in West Bengal on Sunday 
reached 1,112 after 36 
people succumbed to the 
disease, the highest so far 
in a single day, according to 
a bulletin released by the 
state health department.

Kolkata recorded the 
maximum 15 deaths, fol-
lowed by neighbouring 
North 24 Parganas nine, 
Hooghly four, Howrah 
and South 24 Parganas 
three each, and Purba 

Medinipur and Paschim 
Medinipur one each.

At least 2,278 people, 
the highest in a single 
day, tested positive for 
the disease, taking the 
infection tally to 42,487, 
the bulletin said.

The number of active 
cases is 16,492.

During the last 24 
hours, 1,344 people have 
recovered from the dis-
ease, while 13,471 sam-
ples have been tested, it 
added.

HAVE  A STORY TO SHARE? 
email us: news@summittimes.com

BJP has 
institutionalised 
lies: Rahul 
Gandhi
New Delhi, Jul 19 (PTI): 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Sunday at-
tacked the BJP and ac-
cused it of "institutional-
ising lies" over COVID-19 
deaths, GDP figures and 
the Chinese aggression at 
the border.

Hitting out at the 
BJP over the rise in the 
number of deaths due to 
COVID-19, he said India 
will pay its price when 
the "illusion" is shattered.

BJP leader and Union 
minister Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat hit back, say-
ing India paid a huge 
price for the illusion that 
the Gandhis had created 
for decades. He also at-
tacked Gandhi for "wish-
ing ill" for the country.

"BJP has institution-
alised lies. 1. Covid19 by 
restricting testing and 
misreporting deaths. 2. 
GDP by using a new cal-
culation method. 3. Chi-
nese aggression by fright-
ening the media. The illu-
sion will break soon and 
India will pay the price," 
Gandhi said in a tweet. He 
tagged a news report on 
the coronavirus situation 
with his tweet.

Responding to Gand-
hi, Shekhawat said in a 
tweet, "India paid a huge 
price for the illusion that 
the Gandhi's created for 
decades. Despicable of you 
to wish Ill for the country.  
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Don’t Burden Education 
with Employability

There is already too much 
confusion in the classrooms

In an aping of a national obsession, one gets to 
hear a lot about how the education system and 

the syllabus in schools need to be made more 
job-oriented. While there is no denying that the 
education system, like any other System, could do 
with an overhaul, the clamour to make education 
‘job-oriented’ is perhaps not as advisable as it ap-
pears convincing on first look. We know, it is cruel 
to talk about the grander possibilities of educa-
tion at a time when classrooms are empty and en-
tire semesters have been consumed by COVID. But 
some conversations need to be instigated even if 
the timing is off. 

As a nation, we already suffer an education sys-
tem drafted by the British to keep a people subser-
vient, and to consciously start grooming people 
for jobs right from school would be a regressively 
disturbing pursuit of a colonial model, albeit for a 
different master. Of course, it would be wonder-
ful to have education which also made students 
‘employable’, but employability is too dispersed a 
spectrum to lend itself to any easy packaging into 
a curriculum. Since it is not possible to fashion 
an ‘employable’ curriculum, it makes sense to let 
that aspect be left alone and concentrate instead 
on working towards an education that returns to 
its true purpose – grooming confident people who 
can apply themselves to learning and who have 
a thirst for knowledge. If we can pull this off, the 
schools will automatically churn out well rounded 
graduates who can adapt to the challenges and re-
quirements of the job market, even in these fickle 
times of post-demonetization recession.

The best way to ensure that education does 
not lose its focus would be to divorce it from any 
overt responsibilities of feeding into employment. 
That should be an independent pursuit. Sikkim 
has made the right start by setting up an inde-
pendent Directorate of Capacity Building which 
has thankfully not been clubbed with the Human 
Resource Development Department which looks 
after education in the State. The task for this Di-
rectorate is straightforward and it is required to 
groom the young for job openings within and out-
side the State. The focus for the planners of Edu-
cation should thus solely be on education. If edu-
cation is delivered efficiently, then even the skill 
development trainings will end up being more 
effective, because it would be taken by youth who 
are inquisitive, willing and who respect knowl-
edge. One does not get to see enough of that in the 
skill development programmes being dispensed 
across the State at present and that is probably 
because the schools are not successfully inspiring 
true learning. Deliver in the latter aspect and ev-
erything will fall in place, do not address this issue 
and burden classrooms with vocational learning 
as well and the already stressed classrooms will 
prepare an even more confused generation.

The long history of how Jesus came 
to resemble a white European

Antibody tests aren’t a COVID-19 panacea. But they’re a useful additional tool
EFTYHIA VARDAS
theconversation.com

WHAT’S THE MOST COMMONLY USED 
TEST?

Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) tests 
are the standard means of diagnosing vi-
ral respiratory infections. It is a molecular 
test that detects the viral genetic material 
that indicates the presence of the actual 
virus, SARS-CoV-2, that causes COVID-19. 
PCR tests remain the standard diagnostic 
test for symptomatic individuals.

The tests are very sensitive, detecting 
minuscule amounts of viral genetic ma-
terial (RNA) in a sample. Probes are de-
signed to recognise and identify specific 
regions of the viral genetic material need-
ed to confirm the presence of the virus. 
Samples may be taken either as a throat 
swab through the mouth (oropharyngeal) 
or through the nose (nasopharyngeal) or 
just of the nose (nasal).

WHAT ARE THE SHORTFALLS?
Test reagents and machinery needed 

to do COVID-19 PCR testing have became 
scarce because of the global pressure to 
ramp up testing capacity. High-income 
countries that manufacture these prod-
ucts have been prioritising local demand, 
affecting access for others, including South 
Africa. The problem became worse during 
lockdown, which hit global trade.

Another issue is that COVID-19 PCR 
tests are imperfect laboratory tools in a pan-
demic. Technically, they are time consuming. 

It can take from 10 to 24 hours to get results. 
This has been stretched even further be-
cause laboratories have become overloaded, 
accumulating a backlog of samples.

PCR tests require specialised equip-
ment and highly trained staff. And impor-
tantly, they are primarily designed to be 
diagnostic in individuals with symptoms. 
But these tests perform poorly when ap-
plied to screening of individuals who don’t 
yet have symptoms or those who may nev-
er develop symptoms but may still be in-
fected (asymptomatic infections).

The tests may give false negative re-
sults in people that are actually infected. 
This occurs in up to 20% of COVID-19 PCR 
tests. Factors that affect the results are the 

timing of the sample – too early during or 
too late after infection – and the type and 
technique used to collect the sample.

WHAT ARE THE ALTERNATIVES?
Tests that detect SARS-CoV-2 antibod-

ies can be used to supplement laboratory 
testing and fill in the gaps because of the 
characteristics of COVID-19 PCR tests. PCR 
tests detect the actual virus in a throat 
swab and antibody tests detect the per-
son’s immune response to the virus.

Antibody tests have been successfully 
implemented in the US, UK, France and 
Germany as useful laboratory tools to sup-
plement COVID-19 PCR tests.

The appearance of antibodies with 
viral infections usually follows the same 

pattern. But with COVID-19, this sequen-
tial appearance of antibodies is not con-
sistent. Research suggests that the win-
dow period for this test is 10-14 days from 
symptom onset to detection of antibodies. 
This means that antibodies can only be de-
tected by antibody tests about two weeks 
after infection. The unusual immune re-
sponse has led to a reluctance to use an-
tibody tests. This is because it’s currently 
unknown whether IgG antibodies that are 
detected by antibody tests indicate immu-
nity to re-infection – or for how long pro-
tection from re-infection may last.

An added complication is that there are 
many types of tests. For example, there are 
different types of blood tests for antibod-
ies. These include lateral flow tests or fin-
ger prick point of care, and enzyme linked 
immunosorbent or chemiluminescence 
immunoassays. All indirectly measure 
exposure or infection by detecting anti-
bodies produced in the normal immune 
response to a viral infection.

Only antibody tests done by laboratory 
professionals, in accredited and certified 
laboratories, with strict quality protocols 
in place have sufficiently good perfor-
mance at this time.

Antibody tests have been developed 
to complement the existing standard PCR 
test for diagnosis. They can assist in iden-
tifying individuals who are asymptomatic 
but are nevertheless infected with SARS-
CoV-2. Antibody tests are important in 
epidemiological investigations to describe 

the extent or prevalence of infection.
WHAT’S YOUR RECOMMENDATION?
Detection of SARS-CoV-2 antibodies con-

firms exposure to the virus. But it does not 
mean the person is immune and protected 
from re-infection. This shows that COVID-19 
antibody tests can’t replace the use of PCR 
tests in people who have symptoms.

But they can be useful for a host of rea-
sons. These include:

- confirming infection in individuals 
who have a clinical illness that is 
suggestive of COVID-19 but who 
have received a negative PCR result.

- identifying individuals who have 
been exposed to SARS-CoV-2 who 
can donate their blood to be used 
as a possible treatment for criti-
cally ill people with COVID-19.

- in vaccine trials. An antibody test 
is the single most important mea-
surement to determine if an exper-
imental COVID-19 vaccine, such as 
the one being tested in South Af-
rica, works or not. Testing for the 
antibody enables researchers to 
see which participants have been 
exposed to the virus.

- in determining the extent of the 
epidemic. For example, they can 
be used to investigate outbreaks 
of COVID-19 in communities, or 
in healthcare workers or other 
workplaces or schools.

[the writer is Clinical specialist 
Virology, Stellenbosch University]

ANNA SWARTWOOD HOUSE
theconversation.com

The portrayal of Jesus as a white, European man 
has come under renewed scrutiny during this 

period of introspection over the legacy of racism in 
society.

As protesters called for the removal of Confed-
erate statues in the U.S., activist Shaun King went 
further, suggesting that murals and artwork depict-
ing “white Jesus” should “come down.”

His concerns about the depiction of Christ and 
how it is used to uphold notions of white suprem-
acy are not isolated. Prominent scholars and 
the archbishop of Canterbury have called to 
reconsider Jesus’ portrayal as a white man.

As a European Renaissance art historian, I 
study the evolving image of Jesus Christ from 
A.D. 1350 to 1600. Some of the best-known 
depictions of Christ, from Leonardo da Vinci’s 
“Last Supper” to Michelangelo’s “Last Judg-
ment” in the Sistine Chapel, were produced 
during this period.

But the all-time most-reproduced im-
age of Jesus comes from another period. It 
is Warner Sallman’s light-eyed, light-haired 
“Head of Christ” from 1940. Sallman, a former 
commercial artist who created art for adver-
tising campaigns, successfully marketed this 
picture worldwide.

Through Sallman’s partnerships with two 
Christian publishing companies, one Protes-
tant and one Catholic, the Head of Christ came to 
be included on everything from prayer cards to 
stained glass, faux oil paintings, calendars, hymnals 
and night lights.

Sallman’s painting culminates a long tradition 
of white Europeans creating and disseminating pic-
tures of Christ made in their own image.

IN SEARCH OF THE HOLY FACE
The historical Jesus likely had the brown eyes 

and skin of other first-century Jews from Galilee, a 
region in biblical Israel. But no one knows exactly 
what Jesus looked like. There are no known images 
of Jesus from his lifetime, and while the Old Testa-
ment Kings Saul and David are explicitly called tall 
and handsome in the Bible, there is little indication 
of Jesus’ appearance in the Old or New Testaments.

Even these texts are contradictory: The Old Tes-
tament prophet Isaiah reads that the coming sav-
ior “had no beauty or majesty,” while the Book of 
Psalms claims he was “fairer than the children of 
men,” the word “fair” referring to physical beauty.

The earliest images of Jesus Christ emerged in 
the first through third centuries A.D., amidst con-
cerns about idolatry. They were less about captur-
ing the actual appearance of Christ than about clar-
ifying his role as a ruler or as a savior.

To clearly indicate these roles, early Christian 
artists often relied on syncretism, meaning they 
combined visual formats from other cultures.

Probably the most popular syncretic image is 
Christ as the Good Shepherd, a beardless, youthful 
figure based on pagan representations of Orpheus, 
Hermes and Apollo.

In other common depictions, Christ wears the 
toga or other attributes of the emperor. The theo-
logian Richard Viladesau argues that the mature 
bearded Christ, with long hair in the “Syrian” style, 
combines characteristics of the Greek god Zeus and 
the Old Testament figure Samson, among others.

CHRIST AS SELF-PORTRAITIST
The first portraits of Christ, in the sense of au-

thoritative likenesses, were believed to be self-por-

traits: the miraculous “image not made by human 
hands,” or acheiropoietos. This belief originated in 
the seventh century A.D., based on a legend that 
Christ healed King Abgar of Edessa in modern-day 
Urfa, Turkey, through a miraculous image of his 
face, now known as the Mandylion.

A similar legend adopted by Western Christian-
ity between the 11th and 14th centuries recounts 
how, before his death by crucifixion, Christ left an 
impression of his face on the veil of Saint Veronica, 
an image known as the volto santo, or “Holy Face.”

These two images, along with other similar rel-
ics, have formed the basis of iconic traditions about 

the “true image” of Christ. From the perspective of 
art history, these artifacts reinforced an already 
standardized image of a bearded Christ with shoul-
der-length, dark hair.

In the Renaissance, European artists began to 
combine the icon and the portrait, making Christ in 
their own likeness. This happened for a variety of 
reasons, from identifying with the human suffering 
of Christ to commenting on one’s own creative pow-
er. The 15th-century Sicilian painter Antonello da 
Messina, for example, painted small pictures of the 
suffering Christ formatted exactly like his portraits of 
regular people, with the subject positioned between 
a fictive parapet and a plain black background and 
signed “Antonello da Messina painted me.”

The 16th-century German artist Albrecht Dürer 
blurred the line between the holy face and his own 
image in a famous self-portrait of 1500. In this, he 
posed frontally like an icon, with his beard and lux-
uriant shoulder-length hair recalling Christ’s. The 
“AD” monogram could stand equally for “Albrecht 
Dürer” or “Anno Domini” – “in the year of our Lord.”

IN WHOSE IMAGE?
This phenomenon was not restricted to Europe: 

There are 16th- and 17th-century pictures of Jesus 
with, for example, Ethiopian and Indian features.

In Europe, however, the image of a light-skinned 
European Christ began to influence other parts of 
the world through European trade and coloniza-
tion.

The Italian painter Andrea Mantegna’s “Ado-
ration of the Magi” from A.D. 1505 features three 
distinct magi, who, according to one contemporary 
tradition, came from Africa, the Middle East and 
Asia. They present expensive objects of porcelain, 
agate and brass that would have been prized im-
ports from China and the Persian and Ottoman em-
pires.

But Jesus’ light skin and blues eyes suggest that 
he is not Middle Eastern but European-born. And 
the faux-Hebrew script embroidered on Mary’s 
cuffs and hemline belie a complicated relationship 

to the Judaism of the Holy Family.
In Mantegna’s Italy, anti-Semitic myths were 

already prevalent among the majority Christian 
population, with Jewish people often segregated to 
their own quarters of major cities.

Artists tried to distance Jesus and his parents 
from their Jewishness. Even seemingly small attri-
butes like pierced ears – earrings were associated 
with Jewish women, their removal with a conver-
sion to Christianity – could represent a transition 
toward the Christianity represented by Jesus.

Much later, anti-Semitic forces in Europe includ-
ing the Nazis would attempt to divorce Jesus totally 

from his Judaism in favor of an Aryan stereotype.
WHITE JESUS ABROAD
As Europeans colonized increasingly far-

ther-flung lands, they brought a European Jesus 
with them. Jesuit missionaries established painting 
schools that taught new converts Christian art in a 
European mode.

A small altarpiece made in the school of Giovan-
ni Niccolò, the Italian Jesuit who founded the “Sem-
inary of Painters” in Kumamoto, Japan, around 
1590, combines a traditional Japanese gilt and 
mother-of-pearl shrine with a painting of a dis-
tinctly white, European Madonna and Child.

In colonial Latin America – called “New Spain” 
by European colonists – images of a white Jesus 
reinforced a caste system where white, Christian 
Europeans occupied the top tier, while those with 
darker skin from perceived intermixing with native 
populations ranked considerably lower.

Artist Nicolas Correa’s 1695 painting of Saint 
Rose of Lima, the first Catholic saint born in “New 
Spain,” shows her metaphorical marriage to a 
blond, light-skinned Christ.

LEGACIES OF LIKENESS
Scholar Edward J. Blum and Paul Harvey argue 

that in the centuries after European colonization of 
the Americas, the image of a white Christ associated 
him with the logic of empire and could be used to jus-
tify the oppression of Native and African Americans.

In a multiracial but unequal America, there was 
a disproportionate representation of a white Jesus 
in the media. It wasn’t only Warner Sallman’s Head 
of Christ that was depicted widely; a large propor-
tion of actors who have played Jesus on television 
and film have been white with blue eyes. Pictures of 
Jesus historically have served many purposes, from 
symbolically presenting his power to depicting his 
actual likeness. But representation matters, and 
viewers need to understand the complicated histo-
ry of the images of Christ they consume.

[the writer is Assistant Professor of Art 
History, University of South Carolina]
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NeighbourhoodWATCH

Persecution of Falun Dafa marks 21 years in 
China – Learn why it is relevant for India 

NEHA SHAH

Falun Dafa is being practiced in more 
than 100 countries around the world. 

But it is unfortunate that in China, where 
Falun Dafa had its origins, it is being per-
secuted since 20 Jul, 1999, which contin-
ues to this day. Falun Dafa practitioners 
around the world treat this day as “Protest 
Day” by holding peaceful demonstrations, 
rallies and candle-light vigils thereby mak-
ing people aware about brutal persecution 
going on in China. 

Falun Dafa (also called Falun Gong) is 
an ancient spiritual practice introduced to 
public in 1992 by Li Hongzhi in China. Fa-
lun Dafa and its founder, Li Hongzhi, have 
been awarded with over 3000 awards and 

proclamations worldwide. Li Hongzhi has 
also been nominated for the Nobel Peace 
Prize and the Sakharov Award for Inde-
pendent Thoughts.

Persecution in China
Due to its tremendous health benefits 

and spiritual teachings, Falun Gong be-
came so popular in China that by 1999, 
about 7 to 10 Crore people started prac-
ticing it. The membership of the Chinese 
Communist Party was 6 Crores at that 
time. The then Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin considered Falun Gong a threat to 
his sovereignty and despite its peaceful 
nature, banned it on 20 Jul, 1999.

For the last 21 years, Falun Gong prac-
titioners are facing torture, murder, brain-
wash, imprisonment, rape, forced labour, 
propaganda, condemnation, looting, and 
economic deprivation in China. The scope 
of torture is huge and the number of cases 
registered by human rights organizations 
is in tens of thousands.

Illegal human organ harvesting crime 
in China

It seems incredible, but for organ 
transplantation in China, the organs come 
not only from prisoners who received death 
penalty, but also from a large number of im-
prisoned Falun Gong practitioners. The an-
nual turnover of China's illegal human organ 
transplantation industry is over $ 1 billion.

It has been revealed by independent 

investigations that Chinese government, 
in collusion with government hospitals, is 
involved in the crime of illegal human or-
gan harvesting. Thousands of Falun Gong 
practitioners have been killed in this in-
human act. According to the Kilgour and 
Matas report, about 41,500 organ trans-
plants were performed in China between 
2000 and 2005, where the source of the 
organs is unknown.

According to independent investiga-
tor and China Specialist Ethan Gutmann's 
book "The Slaughter", 65,000 Falun Gong 
practitioners were killed in China between 
2000 and 2008 for their organs. For more 

information, please see: www.endtrans-
plantabuse.org.

India will also observe “Protest Day” 
on 20 July

On this day, Falun Dafa practitioners 

around the world hold peaceful protests 
and candle-light vigil. As outdoor activi-
ties may not be possible due to lockdown, 
this year Indian practitioners are using 
print and social media to raise awareness 
about ongoing persecution in China.  

In India, Falun Dafa is being practiced 
in all major cities since the year 2000. For 

more information about Falun Dafa and free 
learning, visit: www.falundafaindia.org.

Why is it relevant to India?           
The relationship between India and 

China has been tense for some time now. 

To pressurize India, China has been using 
Masood Azhar issue, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Ladakh border conflict etc. India's tough 
stance on border issue followed by boy-
cott of Chinese goods has given China a 
sense of India's strength. But China itself 
is standing on crossroads today. On the 
one hand is the Chinese Communist Party, 

whose history is full of lying, cheating, deceit 
and frauds. On the other hand, the voices of 
democracy and secularism are rising.

Ideology and policies of the Chinese 
Communist Party contradict everything 

that represents an ancient culture and 
modern democracy like India. China has 
a lot to learn from India. India should 
take lead in condemning human rights 
abuses of Tibetan Buddhists, Uighur 
Muslims and Falun Gong in China. This 
thinking and stance can give India the 
status of a world leader.

VIEWPOINT

70 COVID-19 cases reported in Assam Raj Bhavan
Guwahati, Jul 19 (PTI): 
Seventy COVID-19 cases 
have been reported from 
Assam's Raj Bhavan here, 
already declared a con-
tainment zone, an official 
said on Sunday.

Of the 70 cases, 27 
were detected Saturday 
night and the rest tested 
positive since July 1, the 
Raj Bhavan official said.

The entire Raj Bhavan 
campus was declared a 
containment zone on July 
4 after two staff mem-
bers of the governor's of-
fice tested positive.

Governor Jagadish 
Mukhi, his wife Prem 
Mukhi and 176 employ-
ees including security 
personnel deployed at 
Raj Bhavan and their 
family members were 
tested on July 1 after two 
Personal Security Offi-
cers had earlier tested 
positive.

Among those tested 
on July 1, two staff mem-
bers were found positive 
while the governor and 

his wife tested negative.
Later, the Commis-

sioner and Secretary to 
the Governor, Meenak-
shi Sundaram, who lives 
outside the Raj Bhavan 
campus, also tested posi-
tive and also his wife and 
mother.

Kamrup Metropoli-
tan District Deputy Com-
missioner Biswajit Pegu 
had declared the entire 

Raj Bhavan campus and 
its surrounding areas as 
containment zone and 
the area has been sealed 
since then.

Meanwhile, the 
Gauhati Medical College 
Hospital (GMCH) Super-
intendent Dr Abhijeet 
Sharma has tested posi-
tive for COVID-19. Swab 
samples of other doctors 
and nurses who came in 

contact with him are be-
ing tested, a senior doc-
tor said.

Tinsukia Deputy 
Commissioner Bhaskar 
Pegu has also tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 and 
his residence and office 
have been declared as a 
containment zone, a se-
nior district administra-
tion official said.

Assam's Minister 

of State for Labour and 
Tinsukia MLA Sanjay 
Kishan, who attended 
a programme with the 
deputy commissioner on 
Saturday, has gone for 
self quarantine till he re-
ceives his test results.

"I have gone for self 
quarantine with immedi-
ate effect after receiving 
the news about the dep-
uty commissioner, who 
had accompanied me Sat-
urday in a programme. 
So I will be unable to be 
with you till I receive my 
test results, taking pre-
cautions to ensure safety 
of all", he tweeted.

Pegu is the second 
deputy commissioner af-
ter Udalguri's P R Ghar-
phalia to test positive.

Tinsukia's Joint Di-
rector of Health Altaf 
Ahmed has also tested 
positive.

Several other senior 
bureaucrats of the Assam 
government and their 
family members have 
also tested positive.

Justice U U Lalit to become part of SC collegium
New Delhi, Jul 19 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court col-
legium will have Justice 
U U Lalit as its new and 
fifth member, with Jus-
tice R Banumathi super-
annuating as a judge of 
the top court on Sunday.

Chief Justice of India 
(CJI) S A Bobde and Jus-
tices N V Ramana, Arun 
Mishra and R F Nariman 
are part of the collegium.

The apex court col-
legium, which compris-
es the five senior-most 
judges as its members, 
selects and recommends 
names for the appoint-
ment of judges in the Su-
preme Court.

Justice Lalit, who was 
directly made a judge of 
the top court from the 
Bar on August 13, 2014, 
will remain part of the 
collegium till he demits 
office as the CJI on No-
vember 8, 2022.

Justice Lalit would 
succeed Justice Ramana 
as the CJI on November 
27, 2022 and will have a 
tenure of a little over two 
months as the head of the 
judiciary.

CJI Bobde will demit 
office next year on April 

23. Justice Bhanumathi, 
whose last working day 
was on July 17, was the 
second-ever woman to 
be part of the collegium 
after Justice Ruma Pal in 
the last 14 years.

With the retirement 
of Justice Banumathi, Jus-
tice Lalit becomes num-
ber five in the seniority 
of apex court judges and 
would automatically 
become part of the col-
legium entrusted with 
the task of selecting and 
recommending names of 
judges in the Supreme 
Court.

The collegium which 
recommends names of 
persons for appoint-
ment of judges in high 
courts comprises three 
senior-most apex court 

judges as its members.
There will be another 

vacancy in the top court 
and in its collegium as 
Justjce Mishra is set to 
retire on September 2.

Before being elevated 
to the top court, Justice 
Lalit was one of the lead-
ing lawyers of the coun-
try.

He was enrolled as an 
Advocate in June 1983 
and practised in the High 
Court of Bombay till De-
cember, 1985.

Justice Lalit was des-
ignated as senior ad-
vocate by the Supreme 
Court in April, 2004.

The top court had ap-
pointed him as the Spe-
cial Public Prosecutor for 
the CBI to conduct trial in 
all 2G matters.

2 fresh COVID-19 cases in 
Mizoram; count rises to 284

Odisha govt inks pact with 
Flipkart to help artisans

Bhubaneswar, Jul 19 
(PTI): In a bid to boost 
the state's handloom and 
handicraft sector, the 
Odisha government has 
partnered with e-com-
merce platform Flipkart 
to enable artisans to 
showcase their products 
to customers across the 
country, an official said 
on Sunday.

The partnership be-
tween the State Institute 
for Development of Arts 
and Crafts (SIDAC) and 
the homegrown e- com-
merce giant will facilitate 
promotion of Odisha's 
local handicraft and han-
dloom products, he said.

"With the help of the 

e-commerce company, 
artisans living in remote 
areas of Odisha will now 
be able to market their 
products to consumers 
across India.

This partnership will 
also help them gain valu-
able knowledge about 
branding, digital market-
ing and financial man-
agement while show-
casing the local heritage 
and hallmark products," 
Handlooms, Textiles and 
Handicrafts Department 
additional secretary K C 
Sahoo, said.

Both the SIDAC and 
the e-commerce firm will 
focus on creating ave-
nues to increase business 

and trade opportunities 
for these underserved 
segments of the society, 
he said.

Flipkart will onboard 
renowned Odia brands 
such as 'Boyanika', 'Ut-
kalika' and 'Sambalpuri 
Bastralaya', he said.

"We are delighted to 
join hands with the Odi-
sha government to bring 
the state's heritage on 
our platform while pro-
viding its artisans and 
weavers a chance to ful-
fil their ambitions and 
expand their business-
es pan-India," Flipkart 
Group chief corporate 
affairs officer Rajneesh 
Kumar said.

Aizawl, Jul 19 (PTI): 
Two more persons 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19 in Mizoram, 
taking the northeastern 
state's caseload to 284 
on Sunday, a health offi-
cial said.

The new patients are 
from Aizawl and they had 
recently returned from 
other states, he said.

A total of seven peo-
ple from Siaha and Kola-
sib districts have recov-
ered from COVID-19 and 
they were discharged 
from hospitals on Sat-
urday, the official said, 
adding that the corona-

virus recovery rate in 
the state now stands at 
58.8 per cent.

Of the 284 cases, 117 
are active while 167 
people have recovered, 
he said.

Aizawl district has 
the highest number of 
active cases at 77, fol-
lowed by Lunglei (16), 
Lawngtlai (13), four in 
Serchhip, three each in 
Siaha and Champhai and 
one in Mamit district, the 
official said.

Kolasib, Khawzawl, 
Hnahthial and Saitual 
districts are presently vi-
rus-free, he added.
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Siya Kolisi: 'If we educate our sons, we 
won’t have to protect our daughters'

DANIEL GALLAN
London, 19 Jul [theGuardian]: In-
side Siya Kolisi’s home is a photo-
graph of his mother when she was 
17. Her skin is smooth and free 
from the scars she would later bear 
from beatings at the hands of some 
abusive partners. Siya does not 
recognise the woman staring back 
at him but he does remember her 
anguished cries as he lay awake at 
night as a young boy, powerless and 
terrified by the unseen trauma being 
meted out in the next room.

“I carry that pain with me to-
day,” the Rugby World Cup-winning 
Springbok captain says over Zoom, 
his voice quiet and exasperated by 
the memory. His gaze is distant. He 
turns to his wife Rachel beside him, 
holding her hand, appearing unsure 
how much he wants to share.

“But that is why I am speaking 
out now,” he declares, rising in tone 
and stature on my screen. “That is 
why I am using my platform. I cannot 
stay silent any longer. Rachel gives 
me courage. She lets me know that I 
am more than just a sportsman.”

In March this year, Siya and Ra-
chel launched the Kolisi Foundation 
to assist disadvantaged communi-
ties in South Africa hit hardest by the 
pitfalls of coronavirus.

“I know what hunger feels like,” 
Siya says. “I’ve fallen asleep to the 
sound of my stomach grumbling. I’ve 
seen my mother not know what to 
do except offer kind words and sug-
ar water. That stuff is real to me. I 
want to make sure that kids don’t go 
through the same thing as me.”

Both Rachel and Siya reference 
Marcus Rashford’s work to combat 
food insecurity in the UK. “It’s in-
credible to think he’s only 22,” says 
Siya, who turned 29 on the 44th an-
niversary of the Soweto Uprising on 
16 June.

After dedicating their time to 
the distribution of personal protec-
tive equipment and hand sanitiser 
to areas with limited access to run-
ning water, Siya’s own experience 
steered them towards other grum-

bling stomachs. More than 25,000 
families have been fed through the 
foundation.

On Saturday, Siya was named a 
global advocate by the United Na-
tions for its Spotlight Initiative to 
end violence against women. Like 
the rest of the country, the Koli-
sis were stunned when the body of 
28-year-old Tshegofatso Pule was 
found hanging in a field west of Jo-
hannesburg with a stab wound to 
her chest on 8 June. She was eight 
months pregnant.

“Men, we are the problem, we 
must be the ones to end it,” Siya 
wrote on Instagram alongside a pho-
to of Pule. “Men let’s speak up!”

According to the independent 
fact-checking organisation Africa 
Check, a woman is murdered every 
three hours in South Africa. More 
than 50% of women in the coun-
try have experienced violence from 
their partner, according to govern-
ment sources.

President Cyril Ramaphosa lik-
ened gender-based violence to 
a pandemic. Alcohol sales were 
banned during the early stages of 
lockdown in an attempt to curb do-
mestic abuse. Even so, as many as 

2,300 complaints of gender-based 
violence were reported to police in 
a single week in March. Since the 
deaths of Pule in Roodepoort and of 
George Floyd in Minneapolis, the Ko-
lisis have expanded their activism. 
Their Instagram feeds are now filled 
with messages of solidarity and calls 
to action. Siya and Rachel present 
a unified message that cuts across 
race and gender, providing different 
perspectives in the fight against gen-
der-based violence and in support-
ing the Black Lives Matter campaign.

At a protest on 2 July in Cape 
Town, Rachel held a placard saying 
“Enough is enough” while Siya’s read 
“I’m with her”.

“I was scared to speak up on these 
issues at first,” Siya concedes. “I was 
scared of what others would think 
of me. Scared about losing sponsors 
or what teammates would say. But 
if you don’t stand up for what you 
believe in, what is the point of your 
platform? You can see this is hurting 
so many people and you can make a 
difference.”

Rachel is less conflicted: “If you 
choose to say nothing then you are 
actually saying something. Silence is 
picking a side.” This month, Siya was 

named the most influential person in 
his sport by Rugby World magazine. A 
feature-length documentary on his life 
is already in production and a book 
published by HarperCollins is sched-
uled for release in time for next year’s 
Lions tour to South Africa.

“People look at us [Springboks] 
and think we’re superheroes,” Siya 
says. “All these great things are hap-
pening but that makes it more im-
portant for me to help change our 
society. I let my kids know that it’s 
OK if I cry.

“When I hear my friends say 
they’re babysitting I say: ‘No, you’re 
being a parent.’ I cook and clean, it 
should be expected of me. It sounds 
simple but in our country the strict 
gender roles lead to a mindset that 
leads to violence. That’s what I mean 
when I say we can all do our bit.”

On a live Instagram video with 
more than 86,000 views, Siya cooked 
a stir-fry for his family. The kitchen is 
strewn with plastic cups and plates. 
The sound of Cocomelon nursery 
rhymes fills the air. He is not a men-
acing flanker staring down a haka 
or diving for a loose ball. Here he is 
an everyday superhero without the 
costume. “I’m getting better,” he says 

of his admittedly limited culinary 
skills. Watching his powerful arms 
navigate delicate strips of chicken 
is a heartwarming scene as viewers 
offer advice on his use of seasoning. 
“It’s not Masterchef. It’s about en-
couraging other men to be more in-
volved at home.”

When asked if there was a plan 
to mirror Rashford’s open letter to 
British MPs, appealing for the con-
tinuation of a food voucher scheme, 
Rachel replies with a question of 
her own: “Who would we write to? 
I think [the UK government] is a lot 
more responsive. And if the situation 
has gotten to what it is and still no 
one is taking charge, who can you ac-
tually address?”

In November, Ramaphosa’s gov-
ernment allocated £75.3m to emer-
gency interventions to eradicate 
gender-based violence. A strategic 
roadmap has been laid out to end 
femicide. Studies are under way to 
better understand this scourge. Poli-
ticians of all stripes have condemned 
what some activists have termed a 
“civil war on women”. The killings 
continue.

“I still see the men in my commu-
nity who committed violence against 
my mother and aunt,” Siya adds. “Vi-
olence is so normalised. I was shown 
how to put a condom on in sex edu-
cation but we never had anyone re-
ally teach us about violence against 
women and girls. On the sports field 
sexist language was everywhere and it 
all adds up. If we educate our sons, we 
won’t have to protect our daughters.”

South Africa is in the middle of its 
Covid-19 pandemic and is now ninth 
in the world in terms of confirmed 
cases. Only the USA, Brazil and India 
are on a sharper curve. The Kolisis’ 
work is far from over. Charitable 
work, commendable though it may 
be, is not enough for every cam-
paign. Some require a nationwide 
psychological recalibration. And 
powerful allies.

“I hope more athletes join us,” 
Siya says. “We have so much influ-
ence. It’s time we use it.”

Chess: Hou Yifan, No 1 woman and 
professor at 26, loses in online return

Grassroots football gets 
green light to return to 

the training ground
MATTHA BUSBY
London, 19 Jul [theGuardian]: The phased 
return of outdoor competitive grassroots foot-
ball in England has been confirmed, with ama-
teur and youth clubs allowed to return to proper 
training immediately, the Football Association 
has announced. Up until 31 July groups of a maxi-
mum 30 people, including coaches, will be able to 
return to competitive training before pre-season 
friendlies, which can take place from the begin-
ning of August. Competitions are expected to be-
gin the month after.

Grassroots football, in tandem with the pro-
fessional sport, was suspended in March due to 
fears over coronavirus transmission, with the 
new season set to start about a month after it 
would have done in normal times.

The new guidance comes with protocols 
to mitigate the risk of Covid-19 spreading, in-
cluding no goal celebrations and disinfecting of 
equipment. It comes after playoffs in the Nation-
al League, the highest level of non-professional 
football in England, got back under way on Friday. 
The return of the competitive grassroots game is 
certain to bring delight and relief to hundreds of 
thousands of players and spectators.

James Kendall, the director of football devel-
opment at the FA, said: “The past few months 
have been some of the most challenging times 
not just for football, but across society, and to-
day’s news will be welcomed by the grassroots 
football community all over the country.

“Now that we are able to look ahead to the 
new season, it’s crucial that we continue to do all 
we can to follow safety measures, both as advised 
by the government and specifically for football.”

However, Ollie Bayliss, BBC football commen-
tator and presenter of The Non-League Show, 
called for clarity on the issue of spectators, say-
ing that the return of non-league fans had not 
been approved. The FA stressed that the return 
to competitive football should only happen once 
clubs and facility providers had planned compre-
hensively and completed risk assessments.

In contrast to the professional game, where 
players are subject to regular tests, the guidance 
states players and coaches should self-assess for 
coronavirus symptoms before every training ses-
sion or match and should not participate or attend if 
symptomatic or living in a household with anybody 
exhibiting symptoms of the respiratory infection. 

Harry Kane, 
England's 
unstarry 
superstar, 
should be loved 
a little more
BARNEY RONAY
London, 19 Jul [theGuard-
ian]: There have been 
many great pictures of 
Kevin Keegan down the 
decades, so many it can 
be hard to choose a fa-
vourite. Perhaps you’re 
a fan of haunted mana-
gerial Kev, damp-eyed, 
lip trembling, pursued 
by invisible furies. You 
might prefer mid-70s 
“Mighty Mouse” Kev: 
hands on hips, wrapped 
in a belted trench coat 
from his own Harry Den-
ton gentswear collection, 
and looking like the kind 
cologne-drenched pup-
pyish junior executive 
who stands slightly too 
close to you in the lift.

My own favourite 
is probably the famous 
picture from the En-
gland team hotel at the 
1982 World Cup, where 
Keegan is sitting on the 
shoulders of Ray Wilkins, 
dressed in a tiny pair of 
satin shorts, arms raised 
above his head in an atti-
tude of triumph.

In the picture the 
tiny satin shorts have 
ridden up between Kee-
gan’s thighs, giving the 
impression at first glance 
that he’s naked from the 
waist down. There he is: 
a small, intense, grinning 
man, celebrating with 
clenched fists as the head 
of Ray Wilkins rises from 
his groin like a miracu-
lous, frowning puden-
dum. Either side of this 
10-foot incubus Bryan 
Robson and Peter Shil-
ton pose supportively, 
like game but frightened 
parents.

Days later Keegan 
made what would turn 
out to be his final En-
gland appearance in the 
tournament-ending draw 
with Spain in Madrid. 
But it was also a game 
that provided another 
great Keegan picture as 
he wandered off sadly at 
the final whistle, shoul-
ders slumped, icon of an 
oddly comforting kind of 
English sporting sorrow.

It is a process that has 
attached itself repeatedly 
to England strikers down 
the years, a tendency for 
grand, often extended 
celebrity exits. There is 
an arc to this, from ear-
ly promise, to the peak 
years, to a parting of the 
ways that is prolonged, 
deliciously painful, and 
bound up with an in-
nate refusal to accept its 
passing. Alan Shearer 
seemed to spend the last 
two years of his England 
career walking back-
wards with his arms out-
stretched, like a man in 
search of the bathroom 
light switch. A large part 
of Michael Owen’s En-
gland career reads like 
a fond, painful extend-
ed farewell. Wayne 
Rooney was very good 
for a long time, but lin-
gered on in those final 
years like an over-ripe 
grapefruit at the bot-
tom of the fruit bowl.

There is a reason for 
talking about this now. 
There have been signs 
something similar is at-
taching itself to Harry 
Kane, that the exit mu-
sic is already beginning 
to chime, albeit unfairly, 
and prematurely.

It has been a good 
week for Kane as he edg-
es his way back after a 
fourth serious injury in 
three years.  

LEONARD BARDEN
Shenzen, 19 Jul 
[theGuardian]: China’s 
Hou Yifan, the all-time 
No 2 women’s player and 
currently ranked No 1, 
last week became a Pro-
fessor at Shenzhen uni-
versity, aged 26 and the 
youngest in that insti-
tution’s history to be so 
honoured. It was a pin-
nacle which contrasted 
with her accident-prone 
chess comeback this 
month, which ended on 
Friday afternoon in a 6-5 
defeat by India’s world 
No 2, Humpy Koneru.

An internet discon-
nection and a mouse slip 
damaged Hou’s chances 
in the Fide Chess.com 
women’s online speed 
championship, the stron-
gest ever all-female in-
ternet event, and left her 
with no margin for error 
in the final rounds on Fri-
day and Saturday.

Hou has had an im-
pressive academic career 
since she semi-retired 
from top chess two years 
ago. She studied inter-
national relations at Bei-
jing, then was awarded 
a Rhodes scholarship at 
Oxford where her field 
was public policy.

Her Shenzhen ap-
pointment is a newly 
created full-time posi-
tion, officially designated 
Professor of the School 
of Physical Education. 
Shenzhen is a major city 
with a 15m population 
bordering Hong Kong, 
while chess is officially a 

sport in China. Hou says 
she hopes “to use chess 
to help organise the over-
all ability of students and 
cultivate their innovative 
thinking,” though many 
will perceive her as pri-
marily a high-class coach 
for rising Chinese talents.

Her appointment is 
a sign that Beijing wants 
to continue and enhance 
its domination of world 
team chess if and when 
there is a return to over-
the-board play, and spe-
cifically of the 170-na-
tion biennial Olympiad, 
where China won both 
open and women’s gold 
medals in 2018, relegat-
ing the United States to 
open silver. China’s mod-
el is the old Soviet Union, 
which was the No 1 chess 
superpower for an al-
most unbroken period of 
more than 40 years.

Hou was a grandmas-
ter at 14, the youngest in 
the world at that time, 

and at 16 became the 
youngest women’s world 
champion, a title she 
won several times before 
becoming disillusioned 
with its knockout for-
mat. Her achievements 
in open competition in-
clude second prize twice 
at Gibraltar and winning 
Biel 2017.

Judit Polgar was the 
all-time No 1 woman, 
with a peak Fide rating 
of 2735. Hou’s lifetime 
best is 2677, significant-
ly behind Polgar but well 
ahead of the No 3, India’s 
Humpy Koneru on 2625. 
Hou also defeated Pol-
gar the only time they 
met. But whereas Pol-
gar reached the world 
title candidates against 
men and was only out-
classed by the world top 
three of her time, Garry 
Kasparov, Vlad Kramnik 
and Vishy Anand, Hou’s 
ceiling has been in elite 
tournaments like Wijk 

aan Zee where she most-
ly finished in the bottom 
half of the field. Her ca-
reer switch may spell 
recognition that at 26 it 
is unrealistic to expect a 
big improvement. Online 
chess requires less time 
commitment than over-
the-board play, so Hou 
has been making a se-
rious comeback against 
the best this month in 
the speed championship, 
whose top two finishers 
will contest its super-fi-
nal on Monday 20 July.

Hou was rusty in her 
first series and was elim-
inated in the quarter-fi-
nal. Last week she played 
much better and reached 
the final against Russia’s 
world No 5, Kateryna 
Lagno, but there the in-
ternet gremlins struck 
twice.

Right at the start, as 
Hou tried to make her 
first move in a five-min-
ute game, she suffered a 

30-second internet dis-
connection, never caught 
up on the clock, and 
blundered in time pres-
sure. She went 3-0 down 
before she won three 
one-minute bullet games 
in a row to force a two-
game tie-break. The first 
was a draw. In the second 
Hou, with a winning ad-
vantage captured on vid-
eo, aimed to move Rd5 
gaining more material, 
but a mouseslip landed 
the rook on d6 allowing 
c7xd6 and immediate 
victory for Lagno.

This setback meant 
that Hou could only reach 
Monday’s super-final by an 
outright victory in the final 
leg of the series, but her old 
rival Koneru proved sharp-
er in Friday’s semi-final. 
In the two years that Hou 
has been absent from the 
game, her rivals have ben-
efited from Fide’s improved 
status for women’s chess 
under its new president, 
Arkady Dvorkovich. Hou 
could yet regain her former 
status, but to do so she may 
have to choose between her 
new academic post and her 
previous career as a full-
time professional player

Magnus Carlsen? The 
world champion will be 
in action in the online 
Legends of Chess on 
Tuesday 21 July (3pm 
start on chess24.com), 
where the legends are 
ex-world champions 
Vlad Kramnik and Vishy 
Anand, Peter Svidler, Bo-
ris Gelfand, Vasyl Ivan-
chuk and Peter Leko. 



7SummitTIMES | 20 July 2020

HAVE  A 
STORY TO 
SHARE? 

email us: 

news@summittimes.
com

ElseWhere

'Black Lives' mural outside Trump 
Tower defaced for 3rd time

New York, Jul 19 (AP): 
A Black Lives Matter mu-
ral painted on the street 
in front of President Don-
ald Trump's namesake 
New York City tower has 
quickly become a target 
for vandalism, defaced 
with bucketfuls of paint 
three times in less than 
a week.

In the latest incident, 
two women were arrest-
ed around 3 p.m. Sat-
urday after police said 
they poured black paint 
on the block-long mural 
outside Trump Tower on 
Manhattan's chic Fifth 
Avenue.

Bystander video 
showed police officers 
surrounding one of the 
women as she rubbed 
the paint on the mural's 
bright yellow letters and 
screamed: they don't 
care about Black lives 
and refund the police."

One of the officers 
slipped on the paint and 
tumbled to the ground, 
sustaining injuries to 
his head and arm, police 
said. He was listed in sta-
ble condition at Bellevue 
Hospital.

A police department 
spokesperson said the 
women's names and in-
formation on possible 
charges against them 
weren't immediately 
available.

The city's largest 
police union, the Police 
Benevolent Association, 
tweeted: Thankfully our 
brother will be OK, but 

this nonsense needs to 
stop. Our city is in cri-
sis. Paint on the street 
helps no one. Saturday's 
vandalism happened 
less than 24 hours after 
three people were caught 
on surveillance video 
smearing blue paint on 
the mural around 4 p.m. 
Friday while a woman 
littered it with flyers 
that referenced the re-
cent shooting death of a 
1-year-old boy in Brook-
lyn, police said.

Officers found the 
trio nearby a short time 
later with blue paint on 
their hands and clothing, 
police said. According to 
the video of the incident, 
one of them was wearing 

an All Lives Matter shirt 
as well as other apparel 
indicating support for 
President Donald Trump.

They were arrested, 
charged with criminal 
mischief and released 
with a order to appear in 
court at a later date.

The woman, 64, was 
issued a criminal court 
summons for illegal post-
ing of flyers. A photo pro-
vided by police showed 
one of the flyers designed 
like an internet meme, 
with a close-up picture of 
1-year-old shooting vic-
tim Davell Gardner Jr. un-
der the words "DID MY 
LIFE MATTER" followed 
by a crying emoji.

Next to Gardner's 

picture was a message 
written in red marker: I 
wasn't killed by a cop. I 
was killed by a Black per-
son. Where's BLM?

Police have released 
surveillance video show-
ing two men running and 
pointing guns who are 
believed to be suspects 
in the July 11 shoot-
ing. Witnesses say they 
jumped out of a car and 
fired multiple shots at 
the group before driving 
away. No arrests have 
been made.

Meanwhile, police are 
continuing to look for a 
man in black shorts and 
a dark blue T-shirt who 
was seen splashing red 
paint on the Black Lives 

Matter mural around 
noon on Monday. The 
words Black Lives Mat-
ter have been painted on 
streets in New York and 
elsewhere in recent weeks 
to show support for the 
movement demanding 
justice and reforms after 
the recent police killings 
of George Floyd and other 
Black people.

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
helped paint the mural in 
front of President Donald 
Trump's namesake tower 
last week.

Trump said last 
month in a tweet that af-
fixing the words to Fifth 
Avenue in front of his 
building would denigrate 
this luxury Avenue.

EU leaders meet for 3rd day 
on budget, coronavirus fund

Brussels, Jul 19 (AP): 
Marathon European 
Union talks to agree an 
unprecedented 1.85 tril-
lion-euro ( 2.1 trillion) 
EU budget and corona-
virus recovery fund en-
tered a third day Sunday 
with German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel warning 
that the summit of 27 
leaders could still end 
without a deal.

The bitter negotia-
tions, which are taking 
place amid the unprec-
edented crisis of the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
have underscored the 
deep fissures within the 
27-nation bloc with the 
traditional Franco-Ger-
man alliance struggling 
to get its way.

Whether there will be 
a solution, I still can't say, 
Merkel said as she ar-
rived early for the extra 
day of talks at what had 
been planned as a two-
day summit in Brussels.

There is a lot of good 
will, but there are also a 
lot of positions. So I will 
join in working for it. But 
there may also be no re-
sult today.

Merkel and French 

President Emmanuel Ma-
cron walked out of heated 
talks late Saturday with a 
group of nations led by 
the Netherlands pushing 
to limit the amount of 
grants given to countries 
whose economies have 
been hardest hit by the 
pandemic and to impose 
strict conditions on how 
the money is spent.

They run off in a bad 
mood, Dutch Prime Min-
ister Mark Rutte said in 
the early hours of Sun-
day after Merkel and 
Macron's departure from 
talks. The fact that we 
continue talking shows 
we all have optimism.

Rutte is widely seen 
as the leader of the na-
tions known as the Fru-
gal Four the Netherlands, 
Austria, Denmark and 
Sweden.

Macron and Merkel 
met deep into the night 
with Italian Prime Min-
ister Giuseppe Conte and 
the leader of the EU's 
executive commission, 
Ursula von der Leyen. 
On Sunday morning, they 
continued their talks 
along with summit host 
Charles Michel before the 

summit re-started. The ur-
gency of the talks is clear. 
The coronavirus pandem-
ic has pitched the bloc 
into its worst recession 
ever and killed around 
135,000 of its citizens.

The EU executive 
has proposed a 750 bil-
lion-euro fund, partly 
based on common bor-
rowing, to be sent as 
loans and grants to the 
most needy countries.

That comes on top 
of the seven-year 1 tril-
lion-euro EU budget that 
leaders have been hag-
gling over for months.

All nations agree they 
need to help but the four 
richer nations in the 
north, led by the Neth-
erlands, want strict con-
trols on spending, while 
struggling southern na-
tions like Spain and Italy 
say conditions should be 
kept to a minimum.

Macron said lead-
ers need to compromise 
Sunday.

I think it is still pos-
sible, but these compro-
mises, I say very clearly, 
will not be made at the 
cost of European ambi-
tion, he said.

Kuwait's ruler, 91, undergoes 
'successful' surgery

Virus deaths top 600,000 as cases 
rise in South Africa, Australia

Dubai, Jul 19 (AP): Ku-
wait's 91-year-old ruler 
underwent a successful 
surgery on Sunday that 
required the oil-rich na-
tion's crown prince to be 
temporarily empowered 
to serve in his place, its 
state-run news agency 
reported.

Kuwait is yet to elab-
orate what required 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad 
Al Sabah to seek a pre-
viously unannounced 
medical treatment begin-
ning Saturday. However, 
Sheikh Sabah's sudden 
surgery could inspire a 
renewed power struggle 
within Kuwait's ruling 
family.

The state-run KUNA 
news agency had de-
scribed Sheikh Sabah's 
hospitalisation on Sat-
urday as medical checks, 
citing a statement from 
the country's royal court.

Several hours lat-
er, KUNA published a 
second report saying 
that 83-year-old Crown 
Prince Nawaf Al Ahmad 
Al Sabah had assumed 
some of Sheikh Sabah's 
powers temporarily, 
without explaining why 
that was necessary.

However, a copy of 
the ministerial decree 
posted by Kuwait's of-

ficial gazette, Kuwait 
Al-Youm, and seen by 
The Associated Press on 
Sunday said the crown 
prince would be empow-
ered for the duration of a 
surgical procedure until 
the health event is over.

The decree did not 
elaborate. Kuwait's Infor-
mation Ministry did not 
immediately respond to 
a request for comment, 
though minutes later the 
state-run KUNA news 
agency reported Sheikh 
Sabah underwent a suc-
cessful surgery, without 
elaborating.

May God bless his 
Highness and grant him 
a speedy recovery, the 
KUNA report said, citing 
a royal court statement.

Sheikh Sabah, a wide-
ly beloved ruler in this 
OPEC-member nation, 
took power in 2006 just 
nine days into the rule of 
the ailing Sheikh Saad Al 

Abdullah Al Sabah. Con-
cerns mounted during 
Sheikh Saad's brief reign 
as he was seen in public 
only in a wheelchair and 
did not speak.

However, Sheikh Sa-
bah's ascension upset an 
informal power-sharing 
arrangement between 
branches of Kuwait's 
ruling family. While Ku-
wait has since remained 
politically stable with the 
most-empowered parlia-
ment of any Gulf Arab na-
tion, there have been inter-
nal power struggles behind 
the scenes of his rule.

Kuwait, a nation 
home to 4.1 million peo-
ple that's slightly smaller 
than the US state of New 
Jersey, has the world's 
sixth-largest known oil 
reserves. It has been a 
staunch US ally since the 
1991 Gulf War expelled 
the occupying Iraqi forc-
es of Saddam Hussein. 

Johannesburg, Jul 19 (AP): 
Countries from the US to South 
Africa to Australia were strug-
gling to hold down rising rates 
of the coronavirus, as global 
deaths from COVID-19 surged 
past 600,000 in a sign of how far 
off the world remains from a re-
turn to normalcy.

While the US leads global in-
fections, South Africa now ranks 
as the fifth worst-hit country in 
the pandemic with 350,879 cas-
es roughly half of all those con-
firmed on the African continent.

China confirmed 13 new 
cases in the northwestern city 
of Urumqi on Sunday, while 
South Korea reported less than 
40 additional cases for a second 
straight day.

The Urumqi outbreak is the 
latest to pop up since China 
largely contained the domestic 
spread of the virus in March. 
At least 30 people have been 
infected and authorities are 
conducting universal testing in 
communities where cases were 
discovered, later to be expanded 
to other parts of the city and ma-
jor businesses.

South Korean authorities are 
also struggling to suppress an 
uptick in local infections, with 
34 additional cases, 21 of them 
domestic and 13 from overseas, 
raising the country's total to 
13,745 with 295 deaths.

Both countries are mandat-
ing testing and enforcing two-
week quarantines on all over-
seas arrivals.

After a one-day respite, 
COVID-19 cases in the Austra-
lian state of Victoria rose again, 
prompting a move to make 
masks mandatory in metropol-
itan Melbourne and the nearby 
shire of Mitchell. Health officials 
on Sunday recorded 363 new 
cases in the past 24 hours. Two 
men and a woman in their 90s 
died, taking the national death 
toll from COVID-19 to 122.

The World Health Organisa-
tion on Saturday again reported 
a single-day record of new infec-
tions with 259,848.

South Africa now trails the 
US, Brazil, India all far more 
populous countries in the num-
ber of infections, surpassing 
Peru, after health authorities 
announced 13,285 new cases.

South Africa's new coronavi-
rus epicentre, Gauteng province, 
hosts the cities of Johannesburg 
and Pretoria and one-quarter of 
the country's population of 57 
million, with many poor people 
living in crowded conditions in 
the middle of a frosty Southern 
Hemisphere winter.

Global COVID-19 deaths 
have hit 601,549, according to 
Johns Hopkins University data. 
The United States tops the list 
with 140,119 deaths, followed 
by 78,772 in Brazil and 45,358 
in the United Kingdom and 
38,888 in Mexico, where a surge 
in cases have frustrated plans to 
reopen the economy.

The number of confirmed in-
fections worldwide has passed 
14.2 million, out of which 3.7 
million are in the United States. 
There are over 2 million in Bra-
zil and more than 1 million in 
India.

Experts believe the true 
numbers around the world are 
higher because of testing short-
ages and data collection issues 
in some nations.

Infections are soaring in US 
states like Florida, Texas, Ari-
zona, fueled by the haphazard 
lifting of lockdowns and the re-

sistance of some Americans to 
wearing masks.

Teams of military medics 
have been deployed in Texas and 
California to help hospitals deal 
with a deluge of patients who 
are flooding emergency rooms 
in parts of the US. Some patients 
are being moved into hallways 
to make room for most seriously 
ill and nurses are working extra 
shifts to keep up with the surge.

Patients struggling to 
breathe are being placed on 
ventilators in emergency wards 
since intensive care units are 
full, officials say.

Patients are waiting hours 
and hours to get admitted, said 
Dr Alison Haddock of the Baylor 
College of Medicine in the state 
of Texas, which reported a new 
daily record for virus deaths 
Friday and more than 10,000 
confirmed cases for the fourth 
consecutive day. More than 80 
infants have tested positive for 
the virus in the state.

I've never seen anything like 
this COVID surge, said Haddock, 
who has worked in emergency 
rooms since 2007. We're doing 
our best, but we're not an ICU. 
The surge of infections means 
that millions of American chil-
dren are unlikely to return to 
classrooms full time in the fall.

Police in Barcelona are limit-
ing access to some of the city's 
beaches because sunbathers are 
ignoring regulations amid a re-

surgence of the coronavirus.
Authorities in Amsterdam 

are urging people not to visit the 
city's famous red light district 
and have closed off some of the 
historic district's narrow streets 
because they are too busy.

Local governments in India 
continued to reimpose focused 
lockdowns in several parts of 
the country following a surge in 
cases. And in Iran, the president 
made the startling announce-
ment that as many as 25 mil-
lion Iranians could have been 
infected, the state-run IRNA 
news agency reported. Hassan 
Rouhani cited a new Health Min-
istry study that has not been 
made public. Iran has the Mid-
dle East's worst outbreak with 
more than 270,000 confirmed 
cases.

In Bangladesh, confirmed 
cases surpassed 200,000 but 
experts say the number is much 
higher as the country lacks ade-
quate labs for testing. Most peo-
ple in rural areas have stopped 
wearing masks and are throng-
ing shopping centres ahead of 
the Islamic festival Eid al-Adha 
this month.

Scientists, meanwhile, 
poured cold water on British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson's 
hope that the country may re-
turn to normal by Christmas, 
saying that, without a vaccine, 
normal life was a long way off.
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ARIES:
Hello, and welcome to the land of your personal demons! 
Nobody said it was going to be an easy ride. But, then 
again, nothing worthwhile ever is. The cards are remind-
ing you that the only way out of this maze is through it. 
So instead of running away from the turmoil, sit down 
with your thoughts, observe the negative thought patterns 
being revealed by your subconscious, and release that 
which no longer serves you. It's time to free yourself from 
the old story, Aries. Know that you are moving, shifting, 
rising, and evolving. 
Tip: It's time to release the old patterns.
TAURUS:
We're always talking about manifesting the big stuff, but 
we’re not always willing to put in the effort it takes. Could 
your fear of failure be the reason you’re unable to move 
forward? The cards are urging you to become aware of 
the negative thought patterns that are arising from your 
subconscious. There's a good chance they are sabotag-
ing the game by instilling fear and self-doubt. A Theodore 
Roosevelt quote that will encourage you to show up for 
your dreams despite your fears.
Tip: It’s time to show up for your dreams, Taurus.
GEMINI:
Distance brings out the demons in all of us. It doesn’t 
help that we’re in the midst of a pandemic! Lovers who 
are away from each other (and some who are together 
too), may find themselves doubting the other. The best 
thing to do in the given scenario is hold space for an open 
and honest conversation. This way you will find out what’s 
really going on and hopefully come to the conclusion that 

you have nothing to worry about. Snooping around, on the 
other hand, is just going to add to the chaos and confu-
sion. You know what you have to do, Gemini!
Tip: Most things can be solved by holding space for an 
open and honest conversation.
CANCER:
Let’s talk about emotional triggers, Cancer. When a seem-
ingly mundane issue can stir up a storm, you know there’s 
a need to dig deeper. Childhood, past life or ancestral 
wounds could come to the surface today. Trust that you 
now possess the wisdom required to transmute them and 
liberate yourself from an old cycle. Truth-telling will also 
be a big theme this weekend. 
Tip: It’s the wounds that open the door to wisdom.
LEO:
Sunday finds you in a rather contemplative mood. So 
much has changed since the beginning of the year. So 
much has transformed since the beginning of the lock-
down, even. It’s true you are a long way from where you 
want to be, but you understand that it’s not about the des-
tination. It never was. The real magic lies in the journey, 
and this is precisely what you are giving thanks for today. 
But it won’t hurt to get a few brownie points from the Uni-
verse while you’re at it. 
Tip: You’re grateful for the journey that has brought you to 
this point in your existence.
VIRGO:
We get so obsessed with the idea of self-improvement 
that we forget to notice all the ways in which we are grow-
ing and evolving right now. So, pause. Take a deep breath 
and reflect upon your journey so far. This will help you 

realise what a magnificent being of light you are. But, that 
doesn’t mean the voices in your head won’t catch up with 
you every now and then. 
Tip: Celebrate the version of yourself you are today.
LIBRA:
Libra, you possess the uncanny ability to hold space for 
those around you in times of turmoil. You create a safe 
environment where others are able to speak their hearts 
out without the fear of being judged. Some would even 
call you an angel on planet earth. Today, the cards are 
reminding you that your capacity for compassion makes 
you an excellent healer and counsellor. 
Tip: Let your compassionate side shine.
SCORPIO:
What do you do when life hands you lemons? You put on 
your favourite pair of pyjamas, switch your phone to flight 
mode, pull your favourite book out of the library, and im-
merse yourself in a fictional world created by an author you 
love. Sounds like the perfect weekend plan, Scorpio! Re-
member, the less you engage with the drama, the better. 
Things are unlikely to get solved immediately. 
Tip: Immerse yourself in a fictional world created by your 
favourite authors.
SAGITTARIUS:
What's the big deal about being busy and why are we 
always glorifying this narrative? Do you believe you need 
to be buried under a pile of work to feel worthy about 
yourself? The old structures are falling apart, making way 
for a new way of life, one that honours both the yin and 
yang aspects of creation. You have the choice to decide 
where you want to vibrate at. 

Tip: Change the narrative.
CAPRICORN:
The smallest of arguments could spiral into full-blown 
attacks. Be mindful of what you say and do, especially 
around the people close to you. You don't want to rub 
somebody the wrong way. Issues from the past could also 
resurface this weekend. Let go of the need to be right and 
practice active listening. The ultimate goal is to be able to 
bring forth the energy of peace and harmony.
Tip: Be mindful of your words.
AQUARIUS:
Sometimes, we hold on to things that are not good for us 
because we don't recognise our true power in the given 
situation, or because we're convinced we don't deserve 
better. Could your mental blocks be the reason you're un-
able to move forward? This is your chance to let go of the 
stagnation and make space for a new reality. 
Tip: Recognising what isn't good for you is just as import-
ant as recognising what is.
Pisces:
Don't apologise for your past self. Don't apologise for your 
present self. Don't apologise for your future self. Don't 
apologise. Period. Yes, you are allowed to take up 'too 
much' space and be your most magical self in a world 
full of muggles. The cards are also pointing towards your 
manifestation abilities, something you haven't fully tapped 
into yet. Remember, your life is the most magnificent 
masterpiece you will ever work on. Make it worth it. Today, 
you're being called to sync your forces with the Universe 
to shift the stagnant energy and make space for miracles.
Tip: It's time to make magic.

American Music Awards 
to return for 2020 edition

BLACKPINK fans slam Indian channel for calling band 
'Chinese strippers'; Channel says it was a 'tech error'

'Briarpatch', starring 
Rosario Dawson, axed 

after season one
Los Angeles, Jul 19 (PTI): USA Network 
has cancelled Rosario Dawson-fronted 
anthology series "Briarpatch" after its de-
but season. The drama, which completed 
its 10-episode season in April, was based 
on Ross Thomas' book of the same name.

It followed Allegra Dill (Dawson), a 
dogged investigator returning to her bor-
der-town Texas home after her sister is 
murdered. What begins as a search for a 
killer turns into an all-consuming fight to 
bring her corrupt hometown to its knees.

Showrunner Andy Greenwald shared 
the news of the show's cancellation on 
Twitter. "Just wanted to let you know 
some disappointing news before you 
hear it from anyone else: 'Briarpatch' 
isn't returning for another season at USA. 
Though I've known for months, it's still a 
bummer," Greenwald said.

He said the team had an "amazing sto-
ry" planned for season two.

"I was luck enough to work with the 
most amazing writers and crew, all of 
whom were itching to get back to work. 
I think we were going to do something 
special," the showrunner added. Green-
wald also hinted that the series could po-
tentially be revived elsewhere. "If enough 
people keep checking the show out on de-
mand, anything's possible," he said.

"Briarpatch" also starred Jay R Fergu-
son, Brian Geraghty, and Edi Gathegi. 

Deepika Padukone, Prabhas 
to star in multilingual sci-fi film

Tisca Chopra to educate girls on menstrual health in new book
New Delhi, Jul 19 (PTI): Ac-
tor Tisca Chopra will educate 
young girls on the important 
topics of "menstrual health" 
and "growing up" through 
her new book, tentatively ti-
tled, "Your Book of Period", 
announced publishing house 
Westland on Sunday.

The book, to be out in 
December, is a conversation 
starter and comprises honest 
dialogues and advice for chil-
dren aged between nine and 
thirteen. It will be published 
under Westland's children im-

print, Red Panda. "While I en-
joy reading and writing fiction, 
I believe children need a good 
non-fiction book as well, to ad-
dress the need for sharing in-
formation in a way they don't 
feel lectured by parents.

"... I wanted to create a book 
which would be meaningful 
for many young girls including 
my daughter Tara. And so my 
publisher and I discussed the 
idea of this book that may well 
become an essential read for 
girls on their way to becoming 
young women. Mothers, daugh-

ters and their friends can bond 
around the book and discuss it 
as friends," said Chopra, whose 
last book was "Acting Smart: 
Your Ticket to Showbiz"

Touted to be "smart and 
sassy", the book, filled with 
suggestions from experts, 
claims to provide an in-depth 
understanding for girls on 
how to deal with "physical, 
emotional and social chang-
es and make the best of the 
growing up years". According 
to the publishers, the soon-
to-be-released book, written 

from a mother's perspec-
tive, has the potential to be 
that one book that "mothers 
would like to gift their daugh-
ters at the cusp of puberty".

"We're very excited about 
publishing Tisca Chopra's forth-
coming children's book. Tisca 
has made a mark with unusual 
and powerful roles in various 
mediums, and her passion and 
commitment are reflected in 
her writing as well," said Vidhi 
Bhargava, Publisher, Red 
Panda, an imprint of West-
land Publications.

Mumbai, Jul 19 (PTI): Actors Deepika 
Padukone and Prabhas are set to collab-
orate for the first time for a multilingual 
sci-fi film, to be directed by Nag Ashwin.

Vyjayanthi Movies, which completes 
50 years in the industry, announced the 
project on on Sunday to mark the golden 
jubilee of the banner.

Deepika took to Instagram and wrote 
she was "beyond thrilled" to be a part of 
the project. "Cannot wait for what we 
believe is going to be an incredible jour-
ney ahead," the 34-year-old actor said.

Sharing the announcement video on 
his Instagram page, Prabhas, 40, said 
the team is excited to have Deepika on 
board. The actor was last seen in the 
2019 action thriller "Saaho" co-star-
ring Shraddha Kapoor, while Deepika's 
latest release was Meghna Gulzar's"Ch-
hapaak". Ashwin, who helmed the Na-
tional Award winning "Mahanati", said 
the pairing of Deepika and the "Baahu-
bali" star will be the highlight of the film.

"I'm very excited to see Deepika play 
this character. It is something no main-
stream lead has done before and will be 
quite a surprise for everyone. "The pair-

ing of Deepika and Prabhas will be one 
of the main highlights of the film and 
the story between them, I believe will be 

something audiences will carry in their 
hearts for years to come," Ashwin said 
in a statement. C Aswini Dutt, producer 
and founder of Vyjayanthi Movies, said 
the film is a "golden opportunity" for the 
production house to cement its place in 
the "annals of Indian Cinema history."

"It is also an incredible opportuni-
ty to enthrall the Indian audiences like 

never before, through the coming to-
gether of such extraordinary cinematic 
talents," Aswini said.

Co-producers Swapna Dutt and Pri-
yanka Dutt said getting the "Padmaavat" 
star on board for the film was thrilling.

"What better way to mark our gold-
en jubilee than welcoming the marvel-
lous Deepika Padukone on board, to cre-
ate some extraordinary magic on screen 
with Prabhas, in a Nag Ashwin film," 
Swapna and Priyanka added.

Los Angeles, Jul 19 (PTI): The Ameri-
can Music Awards (AMAs) will be held 
on November 22 this year, ABC Net-
work and Dick Clark Productions have 
announced.

It is, however, unclear in what 
format will the music gala return or 
whether an audience will be present 
in the wake of the ongoing coronavi-
rus pandemic, reported Variety.

The nominations, which will be 
announced in October, include cate-
gories such as pop/rock, alternative 
rock, country, rap/hip-hop, soul/R&B, 
Latin, EDM, alongside awards for new 
artist of the year, collaboration of the 
year, video of the year, favorite song, 
and artist of the year.

The AMAs celebrate top mu-
sic artistes across multiple genres 

and headline performances by 
performers. Last year, singer Tay-
lor Swift emerged the biggest win-
ner in the history of AMAs with 
28 total wins, beating King of Pop 
Michael Jackson's record of 24 all-
time wins.

In addition to artist of the decade 
award, Swift bagged trophies in favor-
ite album - pop/rock, favorite music 
video, favorite female artist - pop/
rock, favorite artist - adult contempo-
rary and artist of the year categories, 
making her the artiste with the most 
AMAs of all time.

Billie Eilish was named new art-
ist of the year, with South Korean pop 
sensation BTS being recognised as 
tour of the year and Khalid receiving 
the favorite male artist trophy.

BLACKPINK fans were unhappy to see Indian 
news channel use footage of the South Kore-

an band in a segment about Chinese strippers. 
The channel said it was a technical error.

BLACKPINK fans were in a state of shock 
over the weekend. A few days ago, an Indian 
news channel aired a seg-
ment where it spoke about 
a certain ritual in China/
Taiwan. The now-viral clip 
claimed strippers perform 
at funeral rites in China. 
The segment caught the 
BLINKS' attention in India 
but for the wrong reasons. 
The national television 
channel aired a special seg-
ment about the "Chinese 
strippers" but used a clip 
of BLACKPINK. The foot-
age used featured Lisa and Jennie performing 
during the 'In Your Area' concert. 

The misrepresentation has left BLINKS 
in India and internationally upset and an-
gry. The Official Indian BLACKPINK Fan-
base tweeted, "This is a shameful act by 
a popular news channel degrading idols 
image and nationally broadcasting it on 
their segment ROCHAK ROMANCHAK. 
Also the news that has been displayed 
contains performance of Lisa and Jennie 

during their solo performance in 'In Your 
Area' concert." 

Following this, several fans expressed 
their disappointment towards the channel. 
"This is so shameful! They're calling them 
stripers and Chinese is clearly racism and dis-

respectful," a fan tweeted. "An Indian channel 
just stated BLACKPINK as Chinese strippers 
and included Jennie and Lisa’s stages from 
their concerts, this is f**king defamation YG 
needs to see this. I am so disgusted by this be-
havior," another tweet read. "This is disgust-
ing & disrespectful to BLACKPINK and using 
Jennie & Lisa is highly disrespectful. Please 
apologize to BLACKPINK for false information 
& defamation!!" an international BLACKPINK 
fan tweeted. 


