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Namchi Mahotsav gets underway; 
Should go on for longer, CM suggests

MMC-Nepal lifts Governor’s Gold Cup

Sikkim wins its ϐirst-ever 
Ranji Trophy match

SFA felicitates 
veteran footballers

The Week 
journalist 
wins IPI-India 
Journalism 
award 
N  D , N  3 
(PTI): Namrata Biji Ahu-
ja, a senior journalist at 
The Week has been cho-
sen for the Internation-
al Press Institute-India 
award this year for her 
story on “Naga under-
ground camps” that ex-
plored the “parallel and 
secret” functioning of a 
‘state within a state’, the 
forum said Saturday.

The IPI-India Award 
for Excellence in Journal-
ism which carries a cash 
prize of Rs 2 lakh, a tro-
phy and a citation, will be 
given to Ahuja at a func-
tion later in Delhi, it said.

“The award is for her 
exclusive story on Naga 
underground camps, 
providing the parallel 
and secret Naga State 
functioning with all min-
istries inside Nagaland, 
interviews and ϐirst per-
sonal accounts of Naga 
‘ministers’ and ofϐicials,” 
the IPI-India said in a 
statement.

She has been cho-
sen for the “fact-based 
approach” she adopted 
to gather information 
about the “state within 
the state” functioning in 
the border state, and its 
implications for the state 
of Nagaland and for the 
country, it said.

The ϐirst-hand ac-
count reporting has con-
tributed for a “better un-
derstanding of the long 
pending Naga issue”, the 
forum said.

After considering the 
entries received for the 
Award, the jury of editors 
and publishers headed 
by former Attorney-Gen-
eral of India Soli Sorab-
jee, unanimously select-
ed Ahuja for the award.

The other members 
of the jury were -- N Ravi, 
Chairman, IPI -India & 
Director, The Hindu; M 
K Razdan, former Edi-
tor-in-Chief, Press Trust of 
India; Riyad Mathew, Chief 
Associate Editor, Malayala 
Manorama; and Sanjaya 
Baru, former Chief Edi-
tor, Financial Express and 
Business Standard, the 
statement said.

IPI-India had insti-
tuted the annual award 
in 2003 to recognise and 
honour the best work 
done by an Indian media 
organisation or journal-
ist working in print, ra-
dio, television and inter-
net medium, in further-
ance of public interest, 
including safeguarding of 
freedom of the press and 
other freedoms such as 
human rights.

The ϐirst Award for 
Excellence in Journalism, 
2003 was given to The 
Indian Express for its 
reporting of the Gujarat 
riots and its aftermath. 
NDTV won the award in 
2004 for its expose of the 
baby-swapping racket in 
Hyderabad, and the cor

Pollution in Delhi akin to 
smoking 15-20 cigarettes a day

N , 03 N  (IPR): 
Sikkim is the only state 
in India to start ‘Organic 
Revolution’ in the coun-
try and attain global rec-
ognition at a platform 
as big as the United Na-
tions, highlighted Chief 
Minister Pawan Cham-
ling while addressing the 
Namchi Mahotsav cele-
brations at Central Park 
here today. 

He inaugurated the 
three-day event orga-
nized by the South Dis-
trict Administration in 
collaboration with Nam-
chi Mahotsav Organising 
Committee under the 
guidance of South Sikkim 
Tourism Development 
Society (SSTDS). 

The Chief Minister 
also extended warm 
Diwali greetings to the 
people of Namchi on the 
occasion of Namchi Ma-
hotsav 2018. 

He lauded the per-
sistent efforts of the or-
ganising committee, DC 
South and his team of 
ofϐicers for successful-

ly initiating the daylong 
cultural festival. 

The CM spoke about 
the signiϐicance of Ma-
hotsav and proposed a 
month-long celebration 
of Sikkimese culture 
through Namchi Mahot-
sav to give further im-
petus to tourism in and 

around Namchi. 
Citing the immense 

value of both showcas-
ing and preserving the 
unique aspects of Sik-
kim’s tradition and cul-
ture through the show-
casing of traditional cui-
sine and cultural conven-
tions, the Chief Minister 

advocated agro-based 
industries to beneϐit the 
budding entrepreneurs 
of the state. 

He also asserted that 
Namchi Mahotsav should 
be hosted for more days to 
boost business prospects. 

He also lauded the 
progressive farmers of 

Salleybong and Bul GPU 
of South District who have 
set milestones in the ϐield 
of Organic Farming for the 
youth to follow.  

The Chief Minister 
announced that the Nam-
chi Passenger Ropeway 
will be inaugurated in 
November itself. 

He added that the state 
government will also be 
establishing a city centre 
in every town of the state 
to promote tourism. 

The CM also put 
forth the concept of 
South-West pilgrimage 
circuit which will bring 
numerous employment 
avenues for the youth of 
the state and make them 
self-reliant. 

In terms of develop-
ment initiatives in Nam-
chi, he announced the 
construction of bazaar 
temple, augmentation of 
Community Centre with 
a parking facility. 

Shifting focus to the 
health sector, the Chief 
Minister reiterated the 
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SUMMIT REPORT
G , 03 N :

Sikkim won its ϐirst-ev-
er Ranji Trophy match 

today when it downed 
Manipur in Kolkata by 
an innings and 27 runs. 
The match was played in 
JU Second Campus, Salt 
Lake, Kolkata. 

Sikkim, along with 
eight others team, play-
ing its ϐirst Ranji Trophy 
in the Plate Division. 

It was Milind Kumar’s 
261 runs that helped 
Sikkim reach 372 in the 
ϐirst innings and brilliant 
bowling by Sikkim bowl-
ers restricted the oppo-
nents to 79 runs. Ishwar 
Chaudhary took 4 wick-
ets with Bipul Sharma 

taking three, Lee Yong 
Lepcha two wickets and 
Palzor Tamang one. 

Sikkim decided on 
a follow-on to Manipur 
and in the second innings 
they managed 266 runs 
on the backs of Yashpal 
Singh’s 132 and Lakhan 
Arjun Rawant’s 70 runs. 

In the second innings 
too Sikkim showed a 
magniϐicent game tem-
perament and swept-out 
Manipur 27 shorts of Sik-
kim’s ϐirst inning’s score. 

Bipul took 4 wickets, 
Ishwar 3 wickets, Plazor, 
Milind and Padam one 
wicket each. 

It is a historic win by 
Sikkim and a proud 

turn to pg02

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 03 N : 

Ten prominent veter-
an footballers from 

Sikkim and the neigh-
bouring hillswere felici-
tated by Sikkim Football 
Association during the 
ϐinals of the 38th All In-
dia Governor’s Gold Cup 
International Football 
Tournament 2018 here 

at Paljor Stadium today.
SFA felicitated ex-foot-

ballers Nim Tshering Lep-
cha and Chamba Dhendup 
Bhutia from Kalimpong, 
Mahindra Subba and 
Suren Pakhrin from Dar-
jeeling, Kushal Subba, Thak-
ur Rai, Tashi Chopel Lep-
cha, Sonam Lepcha, Suresh 
Mukhia and Puspa [Chettri] 
Gurung from Sikkim.

N  D , N  3 (PTI): 
Doctors in the national 
capital Saturday said the 
impact of air pollution 
on public health can be 
compared to smoking of 
15-20 cigarettes a day.

To showcase the ill 
effects of air pollution, an 
installation depicting hu-
man lungs was unveiled at 
a city hospital Saturday.

“I have seen a change 
in the colour of lungs 
over the past 30 years 
that I have been oper-
ating. Earlier, I used to 
see black deposits only 
in smokers and others 
would have pink lungs.

“But, nowadays, I only 
see black lungs. Even 
teenagers have black 
spots on their lungs. This 
is frightening. With this 
unique installation, we 
hope to show people the 
reality of what’s happen-
ing to their lungs , said Dr 
Arvind Kumar, founder 
trustee, Lung Care Foun-
dation, Chairman - Cen-

tre for Chest Surgery, Sir 
Ganga Ram Hospital.

“The impact of the 
foul air on public health 
can be compared to 
smoking 15-20 cigarettes 
a day,” he said.

The lungs in the 
installation are ϐitted 
with white Hepa Filters, 
which due to exposure to 
Delhi air will turn black, 
demonstrating the im-
pact of air pollution on 
healthy lungs, a state-
ment issued by Sir Ganga 
Ram hospital said.

The installation is 
a part of a campaign 

launched by the Help Del-
hi Breathe initiative, the 
Lung Care Foundation and 
the hospital, it said.

Air pollution has 
reached alarming levels 
in Delhi and is causing 
severe damage to the 
health of the citizens. We 
have to act immediately 
to control this menace, 
otherwise the health 
consequences will be di-
sastrous. We are already 
seeing an increasing 
number of patients in 
our hospital continuous-
ly complain about cough, 
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SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 03 N : 

Manang Marshangdi 
Club [MMC], Nepal, 

lifted the 38th All India 
Governor’s Gold Cup here 
at Paljor Stadium today, 
downing a strong Army 
[Red] by a solitary goal.

The teams were even-
ly balanced and both 
played attacking football 
right from the start and 
through the match. With 
equal possession of the 
ball, both teams main-
tained constant pressure 
on each other with con-
stant attacks and count-
er-attacks. There were 
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ruption trail of the Telgi stamp scam.
The jury did not ϐind any entry eligible for the award in 2005 and 2008.
In 2006, the Award was given to The Indian Express for its investigations into 

the Bihar ϐlood scam and vanishing tigers. In 2007, the Outlook magazine was se-
lected for the investigation into two defence scams relating to purchase of Scor-
pene submarines and the leaks from the Navy war room.

The Award in 2009 was jointly given to Bidisha Goshal of The Week for her in-
vestigation into the sexual victimisation of the widows of farmers who committed 
suicide in Vidarbha, and to The Indian Express for its investigation into the Hindu 
terror links in the Malegaon and Modasa blasts.

Tehelka was the recipient of the Award in 2010 for its graphic expose of the 
cold-blooded execution of an innocent bystander by the security forces in Manipur.

Previous recipients of the award include Karan Thapar, M Shajil Kumar of Ma-
layala Manorama and Ritu Sarin of Indian Express.

Founded 69 years ago in New York by a group of editors from 15 countries, 
International Press Institute has grown into a truly global organisation committed 
to the furtherance of the freedom of press.

“Vienna-based IPI is committed to promotion of free exchange of accurate and 
balanced news among nations. It has also been in the forefront of safeguarding the 
freedom of the press through protests to governments and organisations against 
any violation of press freedom and restrictions imposed on the free ϐlow of infor-
mation,” the statement said.

The Indian Chapter of the IPI is an active forum of editors, publishers and se-
nior executives of newspapers, magazines and news agencies, all of whom are 
members of the International Press Institute.

The Week journalist...

irritation in throat and nose , said Dr SP Byotra, vice-chairman, Board of Manage-
ment, Sir Ganga Ram Hospital.

Inspired by the World Health Organization’s (WHO) ϐirst-ever global confer-
ence on air pollution held recently in Geneva, the campaign hopes to raise aware-
ness on the effects of air pollution in the capital and to urge policy makers to take 
prompt remedial action, the statement said.

According to the organizers, the installation is a reminder of a warning issued 
by WHO Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus: “The world has turned 
the corner on tobacco. Now it must do the same for the ‘new tobacco’ the toxic air 
that billions breathe every day.

“The impact of air pollution on our health is evident. Yet both the Delhi gov-
ernment and the central government have failed the citizens. We need to take bold 
steps to course correct this deadly path India is on.

“In the name of development, industries are polluting without consequence. 
As citizens, we need to hold our representatives accountable for the environment. 
This election year citizens should say loud and clear: ‘saans nahin toh vote nahin’ , 
said Reecha Upadhyay, Campaigns Director, Help Delhi Breathe.

The growing concern is reϐlected in the notiϐication by the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate Change, of the National Clean Air Programme that focus-
es on the prevention, control and abatement of air pollution and on augmenting 
the air quality monitoring network across the country, Upadhyay said.

In addition, the Delhi government has put in place the Graded Response Action 
Plan (GRAP) to respond to high air pollution days, he said.

“A key objective of our campaign is to ensure that the remedial programs at 
state and central levels are implemented and the beneϐits communicated to citi-
zens, Upadhyay said.

Pollution in Delhi akin to...

introduction of an integrated 24x7 ambulance service 
for expecting mothers. The toll free number ‘102’ is 
designated for womenfolk of the state and anyone in 
need of this service can avail the facilities by calling 
the toll free number, he added.

The program also saw the presentation of a me-
mento to the Chief Minister by the organising commit-
tee followed by a book on ‘Namchi Mahotsav’. 

Namchi Mahotsav, a three daylong cultural event 
themed ‘Explore Ethnic Beauty’ has a host of attrac-
tions which include tug-of-war contests, ethnic cul-
tural programs, ϐlower exhibition cum sale, ethnic 
food stalls, rural handicrafts and handlooms, display 
and sale of organic vegetables, helicopter joy rides, lo-
cal art gallery,  adventure activities and performances 
by local artists. 

The cultural festival will also feature musical pro-
grams every evening.

The inaugural function was also attended by SLA 
Speaker KN Rai, Cabinet Ministers, MLAs, Zilla Pan-
chayats and Panchayat members, HODs, various dig-
nitaries, stakeholders of Namchi Mahotsav, public and 
students at large. 

Namchi Mahotsav...

moment for all the Sikkimese, a Sikkim Cricket Asso-
ciation press release highlights. 

Sikkim has 7 Points on the table of Plate Division 
of Ranji trophy.

“I congratulate the entire team for this historic 
win today and would like to thank all the past Ofϐice 
Bearers of SCA, who worked tirelessly for this day to 
come. It is every Cricketers dream to play in the most 
prestigious tournament of Indian Domestic League 
and with this win their dreams have been  fulϐilled. 
This dream SCA and BCCI has ϐinally fulϐilled for all 
cricketers in Sikkim. Today’s innings defeat has been 
given to the people of Sikkim by the players and the 
SCA family,” conveys Lobzang G. Tenzing (President of 
Sikkim Cricket Association).

Sikkim wins...

many misses and some great good opportunities cre-
ated, but the ϐirst half ended in a goalless draw.

Again in the second half, both teams missed some 
good chances and the match appeared headed to a 
goalless regulation time until the referee awarded a 
penalty kick to MMC when an Army defender made a 
rough tackle on Anjan Bista of MMC in the D-box area 
in the 80th minute of the match. 

MMC striker, Sujal Shrestha converted this golden 
opportunity into the winning goal of the match. The ref-
eree’s decision was strongly protested by Army players.

In return, Army players played their hearts out to 
net the equaliser but could not stop MMC-Nepal from 
winning the tournament with this 1-0 victory. 

Sushil Shah of Army Red was adjudged the Man of 
the Final Match.

The ϐinal match had Governor Ganga Prasad as 
chief guest and Minister for Sports & Youth Affairs 
Department, RB Subba, present as the guest of hon-
our. The winning team was handed over a cash prize 
of Rs 2 lakh along with the trophy, while runners-up 
received Rs 1 lakh and a trophy.

MMC-Nepal lifts...

CM lags off Namchi Marathon
N , 03 N  (IPR): 
Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling ϐlagged off the 
Men’s Open half mara-
thon 21 Km and Namchi 
Marathon 10 Km for both 
men and women below 
25 years of age at the 
inaugural ceremony of 
Namchi Mahotsav, today. 

In the girls category 
for 10 Km marathon the 
ϐirst position was se-
cured by Pem Lakhi Bhu-
tia from Upper Ghurp-
isey followed by Sushma 
Tamang and Mamata 
Gurung in the second 
and third position from 
Salleybong and Sumbuk 
Senior Secondary School. 

Likewise, in the boys cat-
egory for 10 Km Narbu 
Tamang from Salleybong, 

Songit Baraily from Po-
long and Sudarshan Rai 
from Namchi grabbed the 

ϐirst, second and third po-
sition respectively. The CM 
also distributed the certif-

icate and prize money of 
Rs. 25,000, Rs. 15,000, and 
Rs. 10,000 to the winners.

The winners of Men’s 
Open half marathon 21 
Km are Puran Rai ,Uttam 
Bhujel and Bikash Bhu-
jel from Kalimpong who 
secured the ϐirst, sec-
ond and third position. 
Additionally, the Chief 
Minister gave certiϐicate 
and prize money of Rs. 
50,000, Rs. 35,000 and 
Rs. 25,000 to them. 

Moreover a sum of 
Rs 2000 along with cer-
tificates were handed 
over to 4th to 10th posi-
tion holders in both the 
marathons.

CJ chairs sensitization prog 
under NALSA at Chungthang

C , 03 N  
(IPR): A sensitization 
programme for Senior 
Citizens/Retired Govern-
ment Ofϐicers/Ofϐicials 
under NALSA (Legal Ser-
vices to Senior Citizens) 
Scheme was held today 
at Panchayat Bhawan, 
Chungthang North Sik-
kim. The program was 
organized by the State Le-
gal Services Authority in 
coordination with District 
Legal Services Authority 
(DLSA) North Sikkim.

The sensitization 
programme was chaired 
by Justice Chief Justice, 
High Court of Sikkim, Vi-
jai Kumar Bist, who is the 
patron in chief of SLSA, 
Sikkim. The programme 
was also co-chaired 
by Justice Meenakshi 
Madan Rai, Judge High 
Court of Sikkim and Ex-
ecutive Chairperson of 
Sikkim SLSA. The pro-
gramme was attended 
by the Judges from the 
District Court, North Sik-
kim, District Collector 
North, SP North, SDM 
Chungthang, DIO, ofϐi-
cials from Chungthang 
sub-division, Panchayats 
of Chungthang, Pipons 
of Lachen and Lachung 
and local public of the 
sub-division.

The Chief Justice of 
Sikkim who was attend-
ing the ϐirst programme 
in Sikkim after his swear-
ing in recently stated 
that he was happy to visit 
Chungthang sub division. 
Speaking on the topic of 
Maintenance and Wel-
fare of Parents and Se-
nior Citizens Act 2007 he 
stated that it is a duty of 
the children to accept the 
responsibility of taking 
care of their parents. As 

per the Indian traditions 
and customs parents 
are considered as “Pitri 
Devta” and their contri-
bution to the welfare of 
the children cannot be 
compensated. The role 
of the mother and fa-
ther in raising the kids 
despite their difϐiculties 
cannot be forgotten. He 
urged the para legal vol-
unteers to help the Se-
nior Citizens in getting 
Redressal to various le-
gal issues being faced by 
them. He also urged the 
district ofϐicials to give a 
sympathetic and helping 
attitude while dealing 
with the cases involving 
Senior citizens.

Justice Meenashi 
Madan Rai while ad-
dressing the gathering 
stated that the main role 
of the SLSA and DLSA 
was to provide aware-
ness to the people on var-
ious acts and laws. She 
urged the public to make 
full use of these camps 
for making themselves 
aware on various provi-
sions of different laws. 
She stated the intention 
of the today’s session 
was to provide aware-
ness on the Maintenance 
and Welfare of Parents 
and Senior Citizens Act 
2007. Today when there 
is rising number of cases 
of diseases such as de-
mentia and Alzheimer’s 
in senior citizens, it is 
the duty of the children 
to provide care to their 
parents. As per the Act, it 
was the duty of the chil-
dren to maintain their 
parents and if a person 
fails to maintain their 
parents then the senior 
citizens can approach the 
tribunal of Sub Divisional 

Magistrate for providing 
Redressal.  The District 
Magistrate is the appel-
late authority and can 
be approached if they 
are not satisϐied with the 
order of the SDM.  She 
also advised the Pancha-
yats and Pipons not to 
settle cases under POC-
SO and other grievous 
crimes and the elected 
representatives should 
not mediate in such cas-
es. She stated that such 
non compoundable cases 
should be strictly dealt 
only by the courts.

During the pro-
gramme, Liladhar 
Ghimerey, Accounts Of-
ϐicer from Finance Rev-
enue and Expenditure 
Department explained 
the state pension scheme 
and beneϐits under the 
scheme to the retired 
employees of the state 
Government. The Joint 
Director Social Justice, 
Nordern Lepcha provid-
ed an overview of the 
pension schemes under 
the National Old Age 
Pension (NOAP) scheme 
admissible to the senior 
citizens and  Widow Pen-
sion Scheme and Family 
Pensions Scheme The Sr 
Superintendent of Police, 
K Shanderpa briefed the 
gathering on the do’s and 
don’ts regarding the safe-
ty of senior citizens.

The Chief Justice also 
visited the construc-
tion site of sub-divi-
sional Judicial Complex 
at Chungthang and in-
spected the progress of 
the work. He directed 
the concerned engineers 
and contractors to make 
rapid progress and hand 
over the complex on the 
scheduled time.

Singalila Academy 
celebrates annual day

YOGEN THATAL
S , 03 N :

Singalila Academy today 
celebrated their third 

annual day function at the 
community hall of Singtam 
Nagar Panchayat. Presi-
dent, SK Pradhan, vice pres-
ident and all councillors of 
SNP attended the function 
amongst others.

The function started 
with lighting of lamp and 
singing of the National An-
them while the welcome 
speech was given by Prin-
cipal, Priyanka Rani Chettri. 

Cultural performance 

was presented by the stu-
dents which included po-
etry recitation in differ-
ent languages. 

Mothers danced along 

with their children aged be-
tween 4 to 5 years on stage.

The program conclud-
ed with the distribution of 
certiϐicates by the guests. 

Vigilance Awareness 
Week at KVK-South 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 03 N :

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, 
South Sikkim, ob-

served Vigilance Aware-
ness Week 2018 from 
01 to 03 November 
on the theme, “Eradi-
cate corruption- Build 
a New India”. 

Vigilance Awareness 
Week is observed every 
year to generate aware-
ness among people at 
large about the ill-effects 
of corruption.

Activities such as 
essay writing, drawing 

and poster completions 
were organized partic-
ipated in by students 
from Namthang Senior 
Secondary School, St. 
Paul’s School, Greenϐield 
School. Department of-
ϐicials also took active 
part in the programme, a 
press release informs. 

To mark the end of the 
Awareness Week, a day-
long programme was or-
ganized today with Amit 
Pradhan, Branch Manag-
er of State Bank of India 
(Namthang Branch) as 
chief guest.

Training on oyster mushroom cultivation

SKM state-wide 
outreach continues

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 03 N :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha party workers 

and president PS Tamang 
[Golay] kept a busy day 
today as the party con-
tinued its state-wide 
outreach efforts with 
SKM events held at dif-
ferent places.

At Ralang-Namlung 
under Barfung constit-
uency, 11 families afϐili-
ated to SDF joined SKM 
during the WLC forma-
tion there, an SKM press 

release informs.
At Hee-Sapung 

ward, another six SDF 
party workers joined 
SKM at a function at-
tended by senior party 
office-bearers.

The party’s WLC for-
mation for Gangtok con-
stituency was completed 
at Namnang while a WLC 
was also constituted at 
Raksey Kedangthang 
Ward under Tumin Lingee 
constituency. 

A public interaction 
programme was also 

held at Sumbuk GPU 
Kameray Ward under 
Melli constituency and 
elsewhere, undertook an 
intensiϐied door to door 
contact and ϐlag hoisting 
program in Temi Namph-
ing constituency. 

The SKM president 
meanwhile hosted an in-
teraction with people of 
Siktam under Daramdin 
constituency at his resi-
dence in Singling. 

He is scheduled to be-
gin a statewide tour on 
15 November.

SUMMIT REPORT
R , 03 N :

A daylong training on 
oyster mushroom 

cultivation was conduct-
ed by krishi Vigyan Ken-
dra, West Sikkim, under 
the Krishi Kalyan Abhi-
yan -II at Tingling-Kheche-

opalri today. 
SMS, Horticulture, San-

gay Palmoo Bhutia, was 
present as the resource 
person for the day and 
highlighted the nutrition-
al and economic aspects 
of mushroom cultivation, 
preparation of mushroom 

blocks, cultivation and pest 
management. 

The programme con-
cluded with distribution 
of waste decompos-
ers, bio pesticides and 
neem-based products to 
the 50farmers who took 
the training.
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Gangtok on 
Sunday, 
04 Nov

Temp: 20°C/10°C
Forecast: Mostly 
sunny, a thunder-
shower in spots in 
the afternoon.
Sunrise: 05:44 AM
Sunset: 04:54 PM

KUTSHE SHEGU

The Kutshe Shegu of Lt. Dorjee 
Bhutia, R/o of Gangkha, Kartok 
Busty, Pakyong, East Sikkim, 
who left for heavenly abode on 
22nd September, 2018 falls on 
9th November, 2018.

All family, friends, relatives 
and well wishers are requested 
to join us in offering prayers for the departed soul 
at residence Kartok Khim, Pakyong, East Sikkim. 
We also express our gratitude to all those who 
stood by us during our time of bereavement .

Mr.  Phurba Wangdi Bhutia (Son),
Mrs.Ongu Bhutia (daughter-in-law),

Mrs.Tshering Diki Bhutia (eldest daughter), 
Mrs.Changchup Doma Bhutia, (daughter), 

Mr.  Sonam Dorjee Bhutia (son-in-law),
Ms. Yangchen Diki Bhutia (daughter),
Mrs. Sangay Diki Bhutia ( daughter),

Mr.   Lobsang Chumbi Bhutia (son-in-law),
and all grand daughters and grand sons.

(Contact No. 7407820652,8116142598,9647892
122,9609868993,7557824132)

Water Security and Public Heath Engineering Department
Government of Sikkim

Gangtok- 737101

NO. WS&PHED/1806/SEW/18-19/178       Gangtok, dated: 30/10/2018

CORRIGENDUM FOR E TENDER

Reference invitation for e-tender vide Memo No. WS&PHED.1806/
SEW/18-19/01, dated 4.10.2018 ϐloated by Water Security & Public Health 
Engineering Department, Government of Sikkim for the work “Setting of Sew-
er collection and disposal system and construction of approach road to Sew-
erage Treatment Plant for Gangtok Town, Zone III, East Sikkim under National 
River Conservation Plan”. It is to inϐirm all the bidders that there has been 
change in the dates of e-tender, which is re-scheduled as follows:

1.  Last date for submission of bids online 
 by the bidders  : 12/11/2018  1300 hours
2.  Date of opening of bids : 14/11/2018  1400 hours
3.  Declaration of result : 17/11/2018 

Sd/-
Chief Engineer

Water Security & PHED
R.O. No: 445/IPR/PUB/Classi/2018-19  
Date: 01/11/2018

ICPS sponsorship provided to 39 children
ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 03 N :

Under the Integrat-
ed Child Protection 

Scheme (ICPS), 39 chil-
dren were awarded Spon-
sorship support cheque 
of Rs 24,000 for the year 
2017-2018. The Sponsor-
ship amount is provided 
at the rate of Rs 2000 per 
month per student.

The Sponsorship 
support cheque was 
distributed during a 
programme held at the 
conference hall of the So-
cial Justice Department 
which was organised by 
the Integrated Child Pro-
tection Scheme under 
the Department of Social 
Justice, Empowerment 
and Welfare Department, 
Government of Sikkim.

The programme was 
attended by Phurba Sher-
pa [Chairperson, Child 
Welfare Committee, East 
District] as the chief guest. 
The function also had the 
presence of District Col-
lector (East), Kapil Meena 
and the Director of ICPS, 
Kinchok Doma. 

This year the bene-
ϐiciaries include 25 chil-
dren from BPL category, 
Semi-Orphan 11, Orphan-1, 
Physically Challenged-1, 
and Broken Family-1.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, DC East, Kapil 

Meena highlighted the 
ICPS scheme and objec-
tive behind providing the 
Sponsorship Support to 
the underprivileged and 
needy children of the so-
ciety.

He urged parents to 
utilise the Sponsorship 
amount only for the pur-
pose of educating their 
children.

Addressing the func-

tion, chief guest, Phurba 
Sherpa also urged parents 
to make the best use of the 
Sponsorship amount for 
educational purposes.

He said that the State 
Government is tirelessly 
working for the beneϐit of 
the people and upliftment 
of underprivileged and 
needy people of the society.

The function was also 
addressed by the District 

Child Protection Ofϐicer, Di-
pak Kiran Rai, Amit Sharma 
and other Ofϐicers.

The programme had 
the presence of beneϐicia-
ry students, parents and 
departmental ofϐicers.

It may be mentioned 
here that the Sponsor-
ship is provided to un-
derprivileged children 
selected by the depart-
ment till they reach the 

age of 18.
The Integrated Child 

Protection Scheme (ICPS) 
is a governmental pro-
gram implemented by 
the Government of India, 
to help secure the safety 
of children, with a special 
emphasis on children in 
need of care and protec-
tion, juveniles in conϐlict or 
contact with the law and 
other vulnerable children.

Its primary purpose is 
to create a central struc-
ture to provide oversight 
and standardization for 
pre-existing and evolving 
child protection schemes 
in India. Proposed in 2006 
and implemented in 2009, 
the ICPS is administered at 
the state level by state child 
protection committees and 
societies and at the district 
level by district child pro-
tection societies, among 
other institutions.

Drum workshop at 
Remanti Sangeet Academy

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 03 N :

Remanti Sangeet 
Academy organised 

a workshop on drums 
for its students at the 
Tadong annex of the in-
stitute today. 

The workshop was 
conducted by renowned 
Bangalore-based drum-
mer, Nagen Mongrati, the 
drummer of the band, Gi-
rish & the Chronicles.

Students go to learn 
about new different 
techniques as they were 
taken through practical 
and theory lessons. The 
workshop also included 
a question & answer ses-
sion which drew some 
energetic participation 
from the students. Stu-
dents also played along 
with the instructor.

Mr Mongrati also 
played for the students. 

Police on high alert in 
Sabarimala, 1500 cops, 

commando team deployed
SABARIMALA, NOV 3 
(PTI): With the Lord Ayyap-
pa temple at Sabarimala set 
to open for monthly poojas 
on November 5, the police 
is on high alert and tight 
security arrangements are 
in place in the backdrop of 
violent protests over entry 
of women of menstrual 
age last month.

According to a Kerala 
police release, 1,500 per-
sonnel, 100 of them wom-
en, are keeping vigil at Sa-
barimala and nearby areas.

A 20-member com-
mando team has been 
deployed at Sannidha-
nam, Nilackal and Pam-
ba, the release said.

Meanwhile, the BJP’s 
state unit said its president 
P S Sreedharan Pillai has re-
ceived a death threat.

Tantri Kandararu Ra-
jeevaru and chief priest 
Unnikrishnan Nambood-
iri will open the temple 
doors and light the lamp 
at the ‘Sreekovil’ (sanc-
tum sanctorum) on No-
vember 5 at 5 pm.

Besides the usual 
poojas, “Sree Chitira Atta 
Thirunal” special pooja, 
will be held on November 
6 and the shrine will be 
closed at 10 pm.

Prohibitory order un-
der section 144 CrPc ban-
ning assembly of four or 
more people will come into 
force at Pamba, Nilackal, 
Elavungal, and Sannidha-
nam from midnight Satur-
day till November 6 mid-
night.

Barricades have been 
erected at many places en 
route to Nilackal and police 
personnel are allowing ve-
hicles only after checking.

The temple complex 
and nearby areas had wit-

nessed violent protests by 
Ayyappa devotees against 
the entry of young women 
when it was opened for 
last month’s poojas from 
October 17-22.

At least 12 women 
had made a vain attempt 
to trek the hills soon after 
the Supreme Court verdict 
permitting women in the 
10-50 age group to offer 
prayers at the shrine.

They had to retreat 
following the protests 
and demonstrations by 
devotees.

Comprehensive trafϐic 
arrangements have been 
made by police in Path-
namthitta district where 
the shrine is located.

Private vehicles carry-
ing pilgrims would be al-
lowed to proceed only up 
to Nilackal, a base camp, 
police said.

The Keralapolice has 
introduced online book-
ing for pilgrims, which 
would enable them to con-
veniently choose the day 
and time of darshan.

According to ofϐicials, 
Kerala State Road Trans-
port Corporation tickets 
are compulsory for all 
pilgrims, whoreach Ni-
lackal, except those who 
go by foot. The devotees 
can avail the ticket book-
ing facility and choose the 
darshan time also.

The KSRTC has also 
made arrangements for 
the pilgrims who reach 
for darshan on foot, to 
avail online tickets from 
Pamba at the foothills.BJP 
and various Hindu out-
fits are on the warpath 
against the left govern-
ment over its decision 
to implement the Su-
preme Court verdict
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Disinterest Feeds 
Ignorant Outrage

Trust de icit inspires blind faith

The disturbing levels to which disinterest/ fake 
pride has gripped the nation is evident in the 
docility with which the renaming of Allahabad 

to Prayagraj was accepted, or the disinterest with 
which a statue constructed at great cost, both ϐinancial 
and social, was celebrated without even a raised eye-
brow towards the collateral damage, or how a group of  
Ronhigyas were deported to Myanmar which does not 
even recognize them as citizens or the ignoring of the 
frightening trend in which a rightwing students’ union 
browbeat an institution and a scholar away from the 
classroom.

Yes, the previous paragraph is recounting incidents 
from the previous fortnight alone. Push the timeline 
back a bit and more incidents of prejudice-driven shal-
low stereotypes and the worrying absence of disgust 
in the public domain tumble out. The trust deϐicit men-
tioned here is the now common attitude towards the 
established system – the same system which the coun-
try wanted upended when they handed a thumping 
victory to Narendra Modi in 2014. The same condition 
is what could have manifested in Brexit in the UK and 
Trump in the US. There may be several reasons why 
people across the world are behaving in ways which 
can only be called irrational, and one of the dominat-
ing reasons zeroed in on by analysts has been the near 
universal frustration with status quo. 

While the frustration is real, the reasons are not al-
ways based on facts and almost always inject a deeper 
sense of being persecuted and ignored. As these feel-
ings fester, there comes along a leader who manages 
to infuse pride where imagine and manufactured inse-
curities have been seeded and convince constituents 
of his disruptor abilities to deliver a ϐitting reply to ev-
erything that the people have an issue with. 

The trust deϐicit, the distrust of the old order, is now 
so strong that when people are told that their govern-
ment will take over control of their ϐinances to ϐight 
the big, bad black money hoarders, everyone lines up 
meekly outside banks and ATMs, often ϐighting among 
themselves, but not asking how this will happen and 
how much black money the government will be able 
to “bring back” thanks to the privation that the people 
are embracing will. The trust deϐicit which we have 
allowed ourselves to get so deeply infected by, makes 
us blind adherents of the counter-narrative, and this is 
why we need to be able to do better.

We need to begin by accepting that there is a dis-
turbing trust deϐicit in the society, and that this is es-
sentially a community afϐliction even though the noises 
are mostly screamed individually and in private. Most 
people, for instance, have reservations about how the 
politicians function, seeing “hidden agendas” behind 
everything. We have arrived at a situation where peo-
ple who are expected to decide policy matters, draw-
ing their decisions from years spent honing statecraft 
in the public domain, are rarely taken at face value 
any more. Every decision, move and promise is slot-
ted to fit an ulterior political motive, and because 
there is this staggering suspicion we have of the 
traditional models, we fall in line when that Order 
is challenged, even if the challenge is only in claims 
and not explained in any detail. Remain unquestion-
ing, and we invite in more of the same Big Brother, 
but this time one which is jacked up on the steroids 
of complete public endorsement and a dangerous 
sense of righteousness. 

The issues which we face are not just about corrup-
tion or poor service delivery, but more about our own 
incompetence as citizens. As a people, we have consis-
tently failed to address issues in time and have noticed 
situations only after they have become so enmeshed, 
entangled and complicated that perspective and con-
text have been lost. We get “inspired” by slogans when 
we should be looking for arguments that convince us. 
Instead of collaborating and building consensus, we 
look for leaders and then look away when the same 
leaders exploit the situation or compromise solutions 
with either their incompetence or, even more danger-
ously, their conspiracies. It is when we play into such 
cycles that we end up in easily irritable mind-spaces, 
applauding grotesque politicking as instances of na-
tion-building, ignoring sellouts as inspired deal-mak-
ing,  ugly majoritarianism as reclaiming history and 
aspiring for privilege as a matter of right… 

Bitcoin turns ten – here’s how it all 
started and what the future might hold

Chelsea is using AI research for smarter football coaching

JACK ROGERS
theconversation.com

A mysterious, anonymous entity 
known as “Satoshi Nakamo-
to” posted a white paper on 

October 31 2008 entitled “Bitcoin: 
A Peer-to-Peer Electronic Cash Sys-
tem”. It was the ϐirst time that the 
concept of Bitcoin entered the world. 
But outside of the cypherpunk mail-
ing lists – those promoting the use of 
privacy-enhancing technology – this 
event was hardly noticed. Ten years 
on, who hasn’t at least heard of the 
cryptocurrency?

On just nine pages, the white pa-
per explained how the Bitcoin system 
would work. Many attempts at elec-
tronic cash had already been made 
going right back to computer scientist 
David Chaum’s “Digicash” developed in 
the 1980s. Using an intricate dance of 
cryptography, Digicash enabled people 
to pay each other online anonymously, 
yet prevented users from sending the 
same money to two different people at 
the same time (the so-called “double 
spending problem”).

For a while, Digicash caught on. 
Even the likes of Deutsche Bank ad-
opted it, and a growing list of mer-
chants started accepting it. Com-
pared to the credit-based systems 
of Visa, Mastercard and later Paypal, 
at least some people could see the 
benefits of a currency that allowed 
micropayments with extremely low 
transactions fees. Anyone with lib-
ertarian tendencies loved the idea 
of using a currency outside the con-
trol of any authority.

But Visa and Mastercard upped 
their game and won the battle for pay-
ment dominance. It seemed the strug-
gle was over, but some cypherpunks 
refused to give up. Adam Back created 
“Hashcash” in 1997, which together 
with Wei Dai’s “b-money” (both cited 
in Nakamoto’s white paper) and Nick 
Szabo’s “Bitgold” were the last signif-
icant efforts to create an online cash 
system before Bitcoin. The idea ϐizzled 
out following the dotcom bust of 2000-
02. It was only brought back to life by 
Nakamoto in 2008.

NAKAMOTO’S VISION
Previous attempts came close to 

creating secure digital cash, but there 
was always one major problem they 
encountered: the need for a trusted 
third party like a bank to maintain 
the system in some way. Nakamoto’s 
white paper solved this problem by 
distributing the process of maintain-
ing a totally transparent public ledger 
(known as the blockchain) among a 
network of competing “miners”. As 
long as one miner does not control 
more than half of the whole network of 
computing power, the system is secure.

Cryptography, computer science, 
and now crucially an elaborate system 
of economic incentives all came togeth-
er into a mindblowing overall piece 
of ingenuity. The cypherpunk vision 
to enhance privacy, limit government 
power and increase its transparency 
had ϐinally been realised.

Or had it? If there was any lesson 
to be learned from the failure of Digi-
cash, it was that you could invent a 
brilliant system, but you had to con-
vince people to use it, despite them 

never being able to come close to 
understanding how it actually works. 
With Bitcoin, we have seen extraor-
dinary hype, with astronomical price 
booms and busts, and thousands of 
spin-off cryptocurrencies and private 
blockchains that are all just varia-
tions of the original. 

Ethereum is arguably one of the 
most signiϐicant spin offs. It shows 
how blockchain technology can be 
combined with smart contracts, po-
tentially providing a costless, decen-
tralised way of replacing the colossal 
global army of trust-based service indus-
tries that conventional money relies on.

There is, however, only one exist-
ing blockchain that is consistent with 
Nakamoto’s vision: Bitcoin Cash, a 
so-called “hard-fork” of Bitcoin that 
generally shares the same history 
and protocol, except for two crucial 
details. The blocks on its chain are 
a massive 32-times larger than the 
original Bitcoin, and growing. More 
transactions per block, means lower 
fees per transaction, paving the way 
for global adoption. Plus, built-in 
codes that were switched off in the 
original Bitcoin, have been reignit-
ed, potentially allowing all the smart 
contract capabilities of Ethereum.

VISION ACCOMPLISHED?
The white paper itself is not ex-

plicit about goals, but the main implicit 
aim is clear: to create a secure form of 
online cash that does not depend on 
a trusted third party. This has already 
been demonstrated as a concept. The 
only question that remains is, to what 
extent will it be adopted?

A recent clue to that question may 

lie right in the heart of London’s ϐinan-
cial centre, Canary Wharf. Here, the 
Brewdog company recently launched 
a promotional event accepting Bit-
coin Cash as payment. It is cheaper 
for them to process payments com-
pared to credit cards, even allowing 
for the cost of them having to convert 
Bitcoin Cash back to pounds sterling. 
Recently, computer companies Newe-
gg and Microsoft have also started ac-
cepting Bitcoin Cash as payment.

Further aϐield, more and more de-
veloping countries like South Africa 
are experimenting enthusiastically 
with new apps that store Bitcoin Cash 
like Centbee, which may help people 
who can’t open bank accounts. A 
new app developed in Spain called 
HandCashapp and an even bolder 
concept called The Money Button 
hint at a whole new paradigm of au-
tomatic click-based micropayments 
that could also spell the end of pop-
up adds appearing on popular con-
tent online.

Nakamoto’s vision, in some sense, 
may have already been achieved, but 
will Bitcoin Cash permanently re-
place all ϐiat currencies and become 
one global money? The world wide 
web arrived in 1990, and you could 
argue it took a dramatic collapse and 
20 years before its true commercial 
potential could be realised. In 2028, 
maybe it’s not unfeasible that the 
technology underlying Bitcoin will 
do the same for global money and all 
trust-based ϐinancial, legal and other 
services.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in 
Economics, University of Exeter]

VARUNA DE SILVA
theconversation.com

The best footballers ar-
en’t necessarily the 
ones with the best 

physical skills. The differ-
ence between success and 
failure in football often lies in 
the ability to make the right 
split-second decisions on the 
ϐield about where to run and 
when to tackle, pass or shoot. 
So how can clubs help play-
ers train their brains as well 
as their bodies?

My colleagues and I are 
working with Chelsea FC 
academy to develop a sys-
tem to measure these de-
cision-making skills using 
artiϐicial intelligence (AI) – a 
kind of robot coach or scout, 
if you will. We’re doing this 
by analysing several seasons 
of data that tracks players 
and the ball throughout each 
game, and developing a com-
puter model of different play-
ing positions. The computer 
model provides a benchmark 
to compare the performance 
of different players. This way 
we can measure the perfor-
mance of individual players 
independent of the actions of 
other players.

We can then visualise 
what might have happened 
if the players had made a dif-
ferent decision in any case. 
TV commentators are always 
criticising player actions, 
saying they should have done 
something else without any 
real way of testing the theory. 
But our computer model can 
show just how realistic these 

suggestions might be.
If a critic says a player 

should have dribbled in-
stead of passing, our system 
can look at the alternative 
outcome, taking into account 
factors such as how tired the 
player was at that point in the 
game. Our hope is that coaches 
and support staff will use the 
system to help players reϐlect 
on their actions after a match 
and, over time, improve their 
decision-making skills.

MODELLING DECI-
SION-MAKING

Measuring these skills is 
extremely difϐicult for sev-
eral reasons. First, a human 
can’t keep track of all the 
events that take place during 
a match. Second, it’s difϐicult 
to isolate one player’s actions 
from that of another. For ex-
ample, if one player passes 
the ball and a few seconds 
later the team loses posses-
sion, did the player pass at 
the wrong time to the wrong 
person, or was it someone 
else’s fault?

To tackle this problem, 
we’re using a speciϐic branch 
of AI known as imitation 
learning. This technology can 
learn computer models of be-
haviour, such as footballers’ 
actions on the ϐield, by analys-
ing massive amounts of histor-
ical data. In simple terms, the 
computer model learns to im-
itate human experts.

Most decision-making 
systems in AI, such as those 
used to play board games like 
Go, are based on reinforce-
ment learning. This is where 
a computer learns to make 

decisions by repeatedly tri-
alling moves until it receives 
feedback that it has done the 
correct thing, much like we 
train a dog to do something 
by giving it rewards. But 
most real-world scenarios 
don’t have a speciϐic reward 
like victory in a board game.

Imitation learning, on 
the other hand, tries to un-
derstand the underlying 
decision-making policy by 
looking at how an expert 
performs a task, and then 
tries to mimic the expert. 
Modelling football experts 
(players) is very difϐicult be-
cause they make decisions 
with advanced skills that are 
hard to program in to a com-
puter, such as choosing what 
to pay attention to, selecting 
the right response and antici-
pating what other players are 
going to do.

So for the computer mod-
el to be realistic, the histori-
cal data it’s based on needs 
to reϐlect the real world as 
much as possible. It shouldn’t 

just show how players move 
in relation to each other and 
the ball, but also capture 
how tired they are and the 
game situation. For example, 
do players want to attack or 
are they trying to defend, or 
even if they want to win or 
lose. (In some tournaments, 
a team might want to lose a 
match so their position in 
the next round gives them an 
easier opponent.)

CHANGING POST-
MATCH ANALYSIS

We’ve already built a sys-
tem that can create a model of 
players’ movements relative 
to each other and the ball that 
can be used to study perfor-
mance. We now plan to make 
the model more realistic by 
adding details of players’ body 
poses, heart rate (to represent 
tiredness) and game condi-
tions. We will then develop 
the system to measure current 
players’ skills and hope to have 
a fully functional system with-
in two years.

We expect it will be a step 

change in the way players 
and coaches analyse games, 
especially post-match anal-
ysis. This will aid players 
to be more reϐlective by be-
ing able to see how their 
actions could have made a 
difference. Scouts and clubs 
would be able to select play-
ers and identify talent using 
data about these vital deci-
sion-making skills.

Extending AI from con-
trolled, board game-style 
environments to complex 
real-world applications re-
mains a monumental chal-
lenge. But humans are very 
good at adapting to and mak-
ing decisions in complex, 
changing environments. So 
by learning to imitate human 
decision-making, AI will be 
able to tackle all sorts of un-
familiar environments where 
people don’t always follow 
the rules.

[the writer is 
Lecturer, Institute for 
Digital Technologies, 

Loughborough University ]
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Living amidst pine trees and inding 
shade under coconut trees

CK LEPCHA

My friend didn’t want to visit me in 
Shimla because her memories of 
this hill station involved a lot of walk-

ing. The only thing she remembered from her 
childhood trip with her family was walking 
and getting tired.

Indeed, you need to walk a whole lot 
especially if you want to visit the mall and 
all the landmark places in Shimla town. 
Unauthorized vehicles cannot ply these 
areas and there are no taxis that take you 
from one end of the hill to another. So 
when my mother showed interest in vis-
iting me, I wasn’t sure if she could man-
age all the walks as well.

But that is often our ϐirst impression. First 
time tourists’ can be seen dragging their feet 
as they walk around the mall and there are 
tons of prams on hire for the children they 
bring. One could either rent the pram and 
push the child around or one could even hire 
the pram-pusher as well. Depends how tired 
one gets while walking around town.

“The locals must be very ϐit because 
they have to walk so much” is a sentence 
I have heard quite often. And those like 
me who have made a temporary home 
in Shimla can be heard discussing if we 
should get two-wheelers, then further 
asking why the locals don’t invest in 
two-wheelers for more efϐicient travels 

around Shimla. Truth is, a two-wheeler 
is not really practical in a place where it 
rains for almost four months and snows 
for about two months or more. 

So the locals know it best. They rely 
on public transport. Of course, the Him-
achal Pradesh Road Transport Corpora-
tion (HRTC) is probably the best we have 
in our country. And I don’t only mean 
local buses from Summer Hill to Shimla 
town but the ones that run from Delhi to 
Shimla, Shimla to Dharamsala and so on. 
They seem to be regular and reliable and 
that’s all that is needed for people who 
need to get from one destination to anoth-
er. But buses are too big and bulky to make 
their way to the Mall road. They have no en-
try to this exquisite space that encompass-
es all that is to do in Shimla. So how do we 
get there without having to walk too much?

There is a local secret. There is some-
thing called “Ride with Pride” –a shared 
taxi service that runs from Summer Hill, 
CTO Chakkar, old bus stand, Sanjauli, 
and Lakkar Bazar- basically from all di-
rections around Shimla town and brings 
them to the center point. They have ac-
cess to the “restricted and sealed roads” 
of Shimla and can be dropped off where 
the mall begins. 

Run by the HRTC, these white vehi-
cles are battery powered electric vans 
aimed to reduce carbon emissions in the 

state. It is a good initiative to promote 
an eco-friendly state and its colorful in-
scriptions of “ride with pride” is a good 
message indeed. For about Rs. 20 and less 
per person, one gets dropped off in dif-
ferent locations and there are discounted 
rates for senior citizens and children. It 
is helpful for those who cannot walk far 
and makes the mall accessible for them. It 
also avoids trafϐic because there are only 
so many number of these vans. 

It comes and goes at half hour in-
tervals, barring lunch time from 1:00-
2:00pm and is the best way to get to the 
mall. But like I said earlier, there are only 

so many vans and many more people. It is 
a tough tussle getting into these vans during 
weekends and at certain hours when every-
body is either going to town or coming back. 
There aren’t always enough seats and those 
standing also ϐind themselves squashed - es-
pecially during peak time. So, how do people 
manage to travel still?

It is pretty simple. When one enters 
the van, no one occupies the senior cit-
izen seats. And if an elderly or a lady is 
seen to be standing I have seen plenty 
of people offer their seats to them. It is a 
healthy gesture. 

Also, there is mad rush when one en-
ters the van especially when you are com-
ing back from town. So, people ϐill up the 
van fast and pay later. Before starting, the 

driver stands in front and asks people to 
pass their fare and repeats, “did everyone 
pay for their fares?” 

One can see two things in this situation 
–ϐirst is the trust the driver has and second 
is how honest the passengers are. I ϐind this 
reciprocity astounding because the driver 
cannot see everyone and even the young man 
in the back of the seat is seen to be sending his 
fare towards the front. It is inspiring. 

But of course there isn’t always room 
for everyone. And I have seen people start 
walking after the van ϐills up. This too is a 
noble idea and I am reminded what I read 
long ago about how “everywhere is walk-
ing distance (if you have the time)”. 

[the writer Fellow, Indian 
Institute of Advanced Study]

Walk if you can – else, 
ride with pride

FIELDWORK REFLECTIONS

MONGFING LEPCHA

Anthropology is one of the 
most interesting subjects 
which can be deϐined brieϐly 

as the study of humankind. So, ba-
sically any study which is related to 
human kind is directly or indirectly a 
subject matter of anthropology. What 
makes the subject even more interest-
ing is the ϐieldwork which is the back-
bone of the subject. Fieldwork is con-
ducted in order to get the facts or the 
data directly from the people and from 
the place which is chosen for research. 
Of course, a researcher needs to plan, 
prepare and conduct the ϐieldwork ac-
cordingly but going into the ϐield area 
is always a challenge. 

Every ϐieldwork reϐlects differ-
ent lives, different people, different 
culture, and so forth but the most 
challenging one is how the research-
er reϐlects those attributes. The re-
searcher may have a sound theoretical 
knowledge but that should never be 
seen enough for any anthropological 
study. The actual facts always lie in the 
ϐield and it is the task of the research-
er to extract those facts and interpret 
it. It is said that when the researcher 
goes to the ϐield their minds should be 
a “tabula rasa”, which means a blank 
slate, so that it can be ϐilled with the 
things that the researcher encounters 
in the ϐieldwork area and interpret it 
accordingly. 

Having preconceived notions 
will always reϐlect biasness and 
ethnocentrism in their work. One 
of the greatest things that the sub-
ject teaches us as humans is to be 
a cultural relativist. Based on my 
own personal experience of under-
standing different cultures through 
anthropological lenses, there is no 
culture that is rich or poor rather ev-
ery other culture is unique is its own 
ways. There are always some aspects 

of uniqueness in every other culture 
due to which it cannot be compared 
as rich or poor. 

One might face culture shock 
learning about different cultures and 
that should be dealt with sane mind 
without hurting the sentiments of 
those people. When it comes to un-
derstanding and interpreting the 
facts, language plays a vital role. 
When one is unfamiliar with the lan-
guage of people being studied, there 
comes the difϐiculties in knowing the 
facts and interpreting it. As such, it 
is always advisable to crosscheck the 
data using different methods before 
interpreting it in order to avoid ma-
nipulation of facts.

My ϐieldwork experience in South 
India, covered the above mentioned 
points which helped me in under-
standing the essence of the subject 
even more. In one of the cold wintery 
mornings of December, I set out for 
my ϐieldwork area along with other 
fellow researchers who were work-
ing on same ϐieldwork area covering 
different topics. This research was 
conducted for our master’s disser-
tation. It was a train journey of two 
days reaching Visakhapatnam and 
two hours’ further journey via local 
cab reaching the ϐieldwork area. 

As we approached our destina-
tion our clothes changed from warm 
jackets to cotton apparels as it was so 
hot even in winters. For the ϐirst time 
I realized that winter only happens 
in the mountains and in places near 
the ocean, it’s just the sun and the 
storm. The ϐieldwork was conduct-
ed among the Vadabalija (ϐishing) 
community of Annavaram village in 
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. 

The village was situated in an 
isolated place near the banks of Bay 
of Bengal. So it was totally an alien 
place for us or rather we were aliens 
walking among them. They were 

surprised and inquisitive to see us 
and all we were thinking was how 
to get our data. As I mentioned that 
language is an important aspect of 
any research and this time I was in 
place where the only language they 
used was Telegu and for me Telegu 
is like Arabic because I don’t have 
any clue about both. So the ϐirst chal-
lenge was to beat the extremely hot 
weather followed by how to commu-
nicate with the people. 

To initiate any research at any 
place, the researcher must build a 
good rapport with the people. It is 
important for them to understand 
that the stranger (researcher) living 
among them is there for good reason 
and they need to be made comfort-
able with it. So the initial phase of 
this ϐieldwork was devoted to under-
stand and interact with the people in 
bits and pieces. Thankfully, the wom-
en of the village were very kind as 
we tried interacting with them. For 
few days we tried learning few ba-
sic words but the interaction usual-
ly progressed through actions. That 
was an interesting way of interaction 
though. After few days our supervi-
sor managed to provide interpreters 
for us. Things were easy after that 
but even if there were interpreters, 
I always preferred interacting with 
them directly because that is how 
we can connect with the people. 
Moreover, after spending some days 
trying hard to understand their lan-
guage, I could already understand 
some simple sentences which even 
my fellow researchers could do so. 

When we go and live with a to-
tally different group of people with 
different culture, everything we en-
counter will be unfamiliar. For in-
stance, the attire of the people of the 
ϐield area was something that caught 
our eyes. Since, it was a tradition-
al ϐishing community, men covered 

the lower part of their bodies with 
a small piece of cloth, so they were 
barely wearing any clothes and wom-
en draped themselves in saris with-
out the blouse. One of the reasons 
behind that attire must be based on 
their environment and occupational 
needs, as men goes for ϐishing, min-
imal clothes is helpful in water and 
for women they carry the basket of 
ϐish on their heads when they set out 
to sell the ϐish; so wearing a blouse 
might not be comfortable, also the 
weather make them stay in minimal 
clothes. There is always meaning 
behind everything we encounter in 
the ϐield, so that was how we saw it 
rather than judging them or feeling 
uncomfortable seeing people with 
such minimal clothes. So should we 
judge different cultures based on the 
perception of the culture they are 
brought up? I leave this question to 
be answered each individual alone.

The next thing to be noticed was 
the simplicity of life that existed 
there. People relied on ϐishing which 
was an everyday task. Men catch the 
ϐish and women sell the ϐish in the 
market. One of the perks of living 
with them was we got to taste dif-
ferent kinds of ϐish most of the days. 
Although there were many coconut 
trees along with the coconut fruit 
but they never offered us that and 
I always wondered why. Probably 
because coconut tree takes time to 
bear fruit and they can catch ϐish 
every day, that’s why coconuts are 
more precious. Or another reason 
could be simply because they did not 
feel like giving us but I would like to 
stick to the former assumption. 

Another very important thing 
which we as researchers should keep 
it in our minds when we go to the ϐield 
relates to the saying which is “When in 
Rome, do as Romans do”. Right from 
the way how we dress to following 

certain rules and regulations of the 
community, everything has to be kept 
in mind. Like in our ϐield area women 
were not allowed to touch or step over 
the ϐishing net. The women of the vil-
lage were fond of grooming and would 
often tell us to stick bindi on our fore-
heads and wear bangles. I remember 
one ϐine morning when I was taking a 
stroll in the village after taking bath. 
Since my hair was still wet I did not 
tie it. One of the ladies from the vil-
lage called me and plaited my hair and 
asked me not to leave the hair open. 
We should always respect the very es-
sence little things because that is what 
that makes different cultures unique 
from one another.

Living near the ocean was a total-
ly new and wonderful experience the 
imprints of which will last forever in 
my memory. This ϐieldwork which 
took me straight from the mountains 
to the ocean helped me to under-
stand my subject at a practical level. 
It made me more aware of differenc-
es one can ϐind in different cultures 
among different people in different 
places. It polished me little more as a 
researcher and the polishing always 
happens in the ϐield area where one 
goes and comes out knowing and un-
derstanding more about lives, peo-
ple and about own self. 

As a researcher we tend to ϐind 
differences among different cultures 
and with those differences we try to 
build a link between one culture and 
the other. But looking it in a simpler 
way, we tend to ϐind that oneness 
among each other as humans despite 
all the differences that exists and ex-
isted because of many reasons, and 
one of those reasons could be liv-
ing amidst the pine trees or ϐinding 
shades under the coconut trees.  

[the writer is Research Scholar, 
Department of Anthropology, 

Sikkim University]

12-hr bandh 
affects 
normal life 
in some 
Assam 
districts
G , N  3 (PTI): 
Protestors squatted on 
railway tracks, pelted 
stones at vehicles and 
burnt tyres on roads in 
some districts in Assam 
during a 12-hour state-
wide bandh Saturday 
called to protest the gun-
ning down of ϐive men in 
Tinsukia district.

The shutdown, which 
began at 5 am, mostly af-
fected life in Barak Valley, 
which is predominant-
ly inhabited by Benga-
li-speaking people, and 
parts of the Brahmaputra 
Valley, ofϐicials said.

The bandh was called 
by the Sadou Asom Benga-
li Yuba Chatra Federation 
and several like-minded 
organisations to protest 
the incident on Thurs-
day night, when ϐive Ben-
gali-speaking men, in-
cluding three of a family, 
were killed by gunmen at 
Kheronibari village.

The Congress is sup-
porting the bandh in Barak.

The BJP has extended 
its support to the stir in 
Hailakandi, district BJP 
president Subrata Nath 
said in a release.

Tinsukia and Dibru-
garh were exempted from 
the purview of the bandh 
as the two districts had 
observed a strike on Fri-
day. Shops, business es-
tablishments, educational 
institutions, private ofϐices 
remained closed and vehi-
cles kept off the roads in 
the Barak Valley districts 
of Cachar, Karimganj and 
Karimganj.

Congress MLA Kamal-
akhya Dey Purkayastha, 
who came out to impose 
the bandh in Silchar, was 
picked up by the police. 
He was released later, the 
ofϐicials said.

In Brahmaputra Val-
ley, demonstrators shout-
ing slogans and holding 
placards demanding se-
curity for Bengalis came 
out in large numbers in 
the railway town of Lum-
ding in Hojai district and 
squatted on the train 
tracks near the station.
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India face T20 test sans MSD the 
colossus, WI seek redemption

TAPAN MOHANTA
K , N  3 (PTI): 
The ‘end of Dhoni era’ no-
tion has been dismissed 
unequivocally but then 
India, for the ϐirst time, 
will still be without the 
ϐigure with a monumen-
tal body of work when 
they face West Indies in 
the opening T20 Interna-
tional Sunday.

Less than a week 
after two-time World 
Cup-winning skipper 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
was left out of India’s T20I 
squad, captain Virat Kohli 
has said he remains an in-
tegral part of India’s plans.

Chief selector MSK 
Prasad also said that it 
was not the end of the 
road for Dhoni in T20Is.

With Kohli rested for 
the three matches, Ro-
hit Sharma will lead the 
side against the reign-
ing T20 champions.

Under Jason Holder, 
West Indies were mauled 
0-2 in the Test series 
in six days’ of action. In 
the following ϐive-match 
ODI series, they posed 
some challenge before 
being thrashed 1-3 with 
a nine-wicket loss in Thi-
ruvananthapuram in the 
ϐinal one-dayer.

But it will not be an 
easy task for India against 
the Carlos Brathwaite-
led team as the two-
month long series begin 
its ϐinal leg, giving the 
visitors a chance to regain 
some pride.

Brathwaite will be 
back at the same venue 
where he hit four consec-
utive sixes off Ben Stokes 
to break the hearts of 
English fans by win-
ning their second World 
Twenty20 title in 2016.

The Windies, who 
missed the big names in 

the Test and ODI series, 
will be bolstered by the 
arrival of star players 
Darren Bravo, Kieron 
Pollard and Andre Rus-
sell, who will be back at 
his IPL home venue.

The stats also favour 
the World T20 holders 
who have a ϐive-two re-
cord from eight exchang-
es from 2009-17.

India failed to over-
come Brathwaite’s men in 
their last four encounters 
and the Windies ended 
the home team’s campaign 
in the 2016 T20I World 
Cup, defeating them in the 
semi-ϐinals in Mumbai.

India’s last win 
against West Indies came 
way back on March 23, 
2014 in the World T20 in 
Bangladesh, and Sharma 
will have his task cut out 
in his quest to start well at 
his happy hunting ground.

The 31-year-old has 

a world record score of 
264 in ODIs at the Eden 
Gardens in 2014, besides 
winning two IPL titles, 
in 2013 and 2015. He 
would look to carry his 
ϐine form from the ODI 
series, in which he ϐin-
ished behind Kohli, with 
389 runs, at a staggering 
average of 129.66.

Captaincy seems to 
bring out the best in 
Sharma who notched 
up 317 runs (average 
105.66) in ϐive innings in 
their title-winning cam-
paign at the Asia Cup.

The Windies, on the 
other hand, will look for-
ward to their youngster 
Shimron Hetmeyer, who 
scored 259 runs in the 
ODI series, including a 
century in Guwahati.

Kohli’s absence 
would mean KL Rahul 
will come into the picture 
while Dinesh Karthik and 

Rishabh Pant are expect-
ed to add ϐirepower in 
the middle order along-
side Krunal Pandya.

Pant is expected to 
fulϐil the wicket-keeping 
responsibilities while 
Karthik could take on 
one of the positions in 
the outϐield.

The Indian seam at-
tack will be led by Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar and 
Jasprit Bumrah, which 
now includes additional 
variation in the form of left-
arm quick Khaleel Ahmed.

In the spin depart-
ment, Yuzvendra Chahal 
and Kuldeep Yadav will look 
to continue their chemistry, 
and India have also named 
uncapped Krunal Pandya 
and Shahbaz Nadeem, 
who returned with a re-
cord List A ϐigures of 8/10 
for Jharkhand in the Vijay 
Hazare Trophy.

The Eden centre strip 

promises to be full of 
runs, and batsmen from 
both sides will look to 
make merry.

Squads:
India: Rohit Sharma 

(Capt), Shikhar Dhawan, 
KL Rahul, Dinesh Karthik, 
Manish Pandey, Shreyas 
Iyer, Rishabh Pant (wk), 
Krunal Pandya, Wash-
ington Sundar, Yuzven-
dra Chahal, Kuldeep 
Yadav, Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar, Jasprit Bumrah, K 
Khaleel Ahmed, Umesh 
Yadav, Shahbaz Nadeem.

West Indies: Carlos 
Brathwaite (Capt), Fabi-
an Allen, Darren Bravo, 
Shimron Hetmyer, Kee-
mo Paul, Kieron Pollard, 
Denesh Ramdin (wk), 
Andre Russell, Sher-
fane Rutherford, Oshane 
Thomas, Khary Pierre, 
Obed McCoy, Rovman 
Powell, Nicholas Pooran.

Match starts 7 pm. IST.

Fearing for life, Asia Bibi’s lawyer lees Pak; requests govt to protect family
SAJJAD HUSSAIN
I , N  3 (PTI): 
The lawyer of Asia Bibi ϐled 
Pakistan early Saturday after 
fearing for his life amid coun-
trywide protests by hundreds 
of radical Islamist hardliners 
against the acquittal of the 
Christian woman who was sen-
tenced to death for committing 
blasphemy, media reports said.

Bibi, a 47-year-old mother 
of four, was convicted in 2010 
after being accused of insulting 
Islam in a row with her neigh-
bours. She always maintained 
her innocence, but has spent 
most of the past eight years in 
solitary conϐinement.

Her lawyer Saiful Malook 
claimed that he was facing life 
threats from sections of law-
yers and it was difϐicult for him 

to practice in the prevailing 
situation, the Express Tribune 
reported.

He, however, clariϐied that he 
would return to Pakistan to rep-
resent his client at the hearing of 
the review petition if the army 
provided him security.

“My family is also facing 
immense security threats and 
the federal government should 
provide security to them,” Ma-
look said.

It was not immediately 
known as to which place he 
was headed for in his bid to 
evade life threats and how long 
would he stay there.

Meanwhile, the com-
plainant in the case, Qari Mu-
hammad Saalam, has request-
ed the Supreme Court for the 
early hearing of a review pe-

tition against its October 31 
order acquitting Bibi, who was 
booked for blasphemy in 2009.

Saalam said Bibi is planning 
to leave the country and an ap-
plication has already been ϐiled 
to place her name on the Exit 
Control List (ECL).

In case this review petition 
is not ϐixed, he said, the appli-
cation/petition shall suffer an 
irreparable loss and injury.

It is learnt that the review 
petition, which was ϐiled in the 
Supreme Court Lahore regis-
try, has been transferred to the 
Islamabad registry where all 
judges are sitting. A number 
has also been allotted to the 
review petition.

The legal team of the peti-
tioner expects that the review 
petition may be ϐixed for the 

next week. However, review 
petitions are rarely heard on a 
priority basis.

Several “lacunas and factual 
legal contradictions” have been 
raised in the review petition 
ϐiled through Ghulam Mustafa 
Chaudhry and Azhar Siddique.

Highlighting the “inordi-
nate delay, defective investiga-
tion and other technicalities” 
in the review petition, the 
petitioner has asked whether 
these should be made hurdles 
in dispensation of justice.

The petitioner has asked 
whether the country’s top 
court had jurisdiction to over-
rule a peculiar fact like the con-
fessional statement of Bibi.

He asked whether the apex 
court met the standards of 
jurisprudence set in this re-

gard in view of the history as 
well as Islamic provisions and 
normal principle of justice 
with reference to application 
in blasphemy laws.

The apex court’s judge-
ment, which was pronounced 
last Wednesday, triggered pro-
tests across Pakistan with pro-
testors led by Islamic political 
party Tehreek-i-Labaik Paki-
stan and other groups blocking 
major highways and roads in 
different parts of the country.

Educational institutions 
were closed in many parts of 
the country. Many universities 
across Pakistan announced 
cancellation of papers due to 
the ongoing tense situation.

The mobile phone and in-
ternet services also remained 
suspended in major cities.

Mbappe, Neymar unlock Lille as 
PSG lay claim to new win record

Paris, Nov 3 (AFP): Ky-
lian Mbappe and Ney-
mar scored late goals to 
give Paris Saint-Germain 
a 2-1 win over nearest 
challengers Lille as the 
French champions ex-
tended to 12 games their 
perfect start to the sea-
son at the end of a trou-
bled day for the club.

The Qatari-owned 
club were forced to re-
lease a statement shortly 
before kick-off to deny al-
legations made by a Foot-
ball Leaks investigation 
that they had worked 
with UEFA to cover up 
breaches of the organisa-
tion’s Financial Fair Play 
(FFP) rules.

However Mbappe 
restored smiles at the 
Parc des Princes with a 
magniϐicent strike from 
just outside the box 20 
minutes from time after 
getting the break of the 
ball, and Neymar then 
gave PSG a two-goal buf-
fer before Nicolas Pepe 
pulled one back for the 
away side from the pen-
alty spot.

PSG extend their 
lead at the top of Ligue 
1 to 11 points after a 
12th straight league win 
that means they have 
now beaten Tottenham 
Hotspur’s old record for 
consecutive wins at the 
start of a season.

Spurs emerged vic-
torious from their open-
ing 11 matches in their 
double-winning 1960-61 
season, a performance 
that had stood since as 
a record in Europe’s so-

called big ϐive leagues 
-- Spain, England, Italy, 
Germany and France.

The result is a boost 
for PSG ahead of their 
crucial Champions 
League trip to Italy to 
face Napoli next Tuesday, 
when a defeat could leave 
Thomas Tuchel’s side on 
the brink of an early exit, 
unthinkable for a team 
with their ambitions.

“We deserved the re-
sult and the win record. 
Ligue 1 is not that easy. It 
is down to our hard work. 
We give everything on the 
ϐield,” skipper Thiago Silva 
told Canal Plus.

Mbappe was back in 
the PSG starting line-up 
after being left on the 
bench against Marseille 
last weekend for arriv-
ing late for the pre-game 
team talk, only to come 
on and score the opener 
in a 2-0 win.

Marco Verratti also 
started, despite PSG con-
ϐirming earlier on Friday 
that the Italian had been 
caught drink driving over-

night Tuesday to Wednes-
day on the ring road 
around the French capital.

PSG needed to put 
the off-ϐield noise be-
hind them but also try to 
break down a Lille side 
enjoying their best start 
to a season in 66 years.

Christophe Galtier’s 
side have been excellent 
so far in this campaign, 
but their lively attack did 
not give Gianluigi Buffon 
much to worry about 
on his return to the PSG 
line-up.

With Edinson Ca-
vani not involved as he 
struggles to shake off a 
thigh injury, Mbappe and 
Neymar were the biggest 
threats to Lille through-
out, after arriving at the 
stadium disguised as 
characters from the Net-
ϐlix show Money Heist.

Neymar almost 
scored direct from a cor-
ner ϐive minutes before 
half-time, with Lille goal-
keeper Mike Maignan do-
ing well to get his body 
in the way of the ball and 

divert it onto the frame of 
the goal.

Mbappe had a shot 
deϐlected just wide as 
PSG stepped up the pres-
sure after the break, and 
it was the 19-year-old 
who broke the deadlock 
in the 70th minute, beat-
ing Maignan after Ney-
mar’s pass was kindly 
deϐlected into his path by 
Jose Fonte.

That was his 11th 
goal in eight Ligue 1 
games since winning the 
World Cup with France, 
and Neymar then got his 
ninth in the league this 
season to seal the win.

The Brazilian played 
a one-two with Mbappe 
before ϐiring home from 
18 yards with six min-
utes left, before Lille 
reduced the arrears in 
stoppage time, Pepe em-
phatically converting a 
penalty awarded for a 
Thilo Kehrer handball.

Montpellier can leap-
frog Lille and go second 
if they beat Marseille on 
Sunday.

Mertens hat-trick 
as Napoli back to 
second in Serie A

M , N  3 (AFP): 
Dries Mertens scored 
a hat-trick as Napo-
li warmed up for next 
week’s crucial Champi-
ons League game against 
Paris Saint-Germain with 
a 5-1 thrashing of Emp-
oli to go back to second 
place in Serie A and put 
the pressure on champi-
ons Juventus.

Napoli, with 25 
points from 11 games, 
move three points be-
hind champions Juven-
tus who host Cagliari 
on Saturday with Inter 
Milan a further three 
points back before their 
game against Genoa.

Lorenzo Insigne 
opened the scoring for 
the hosts after nine min-
utes in the San Paolo Sta-
dium with Belgian Mer-
tens also scoring in the 
ϐirst half.

Mertens added two 
more after the break in 
the 64th minute and in 
stoppage time with Po-
land’s Arkadiusz Milik 
also getting on the score-
sheet in the last minute.

It got Carlo Ance-
lotti’s side back win-
ning after consecutive 
draws against Paris 
Saint-Germain (2-2) 
and AS Roma (1-1).

Francesco Caputo, 
who scored the opener 
against Juventus last 
weekend, pulled a goal 
back for Empoli, but it 
failed to spark a revival 
for the Tuscan side who 

remain winless since 
their the opening match 
of the season against 
Cagliari.

Ancelotti rotated his 
squad ahead of Wednes-
day’s game against the 
French champions, 
bringing in French de-
fender Kevin Malcuit 
and young midfielders 
Amadou Diawara and 
Marko Rog, but he stuck 
with the trusted for-
ward attack of Insigne 
and Mertens.

Insigne got the ϐirst 
after nine minutes after 
good work by Kalidou 
Koulibaly with the Sen-
egalese defender break-
ing through from his 
own half.

Luca Antonelli 
thought he had scored 
the equaliser for Empo-
li on 15 minutes but the 
goal was ruled offside.

Insigne then inter-
cepted a reckless Giovan-
ni Di Lorenzo back-pass 
to set up Mertens, who 
slotted in a low drive 
from a distance on 38 
minutes.

Caputo gave Empoli 
hope when he beat the 
offside trap with a diago-
nal shot after 58 minutes, 
but six minutes later 
Mertens got his second.

Insigne and Mer-
tens were instrumental 
in Milik’s fourth on 90 
minutes, with Insigne 
then setting up Mertens 
for his 75th Serie A goal 
deep into injury time.

Mourinho hopes 
Martial will sign 

new Man Utd deal

M , N  3 
(AFP): Jose Mourinho is 
keen for Anthony Martial 
to commit his long-term 
future to Manchester 
United by signing a new 
contract, with the French 
forward emerging as one 
of the key players at Old 
Trafford.

Martial has been one 
of the most impressive 
performers in a disap-
pointing season for the 
club, with ϐive goals from 
ϐive Premier League 
starts, and four in his 
past three appearances.

He has a contract un-
til the end of the season, 
on terms that give the 
club an option to extend 
it for a further year, with 
discussions under way to 
agree a deal beyond that.

The 22-year-old’s 
future at Old Trafford 
looked uncertain during 
the summer, with his 
agent Philippe Lambo-
ley indicating in June 
that the forward wanted 
to leave the club, having 
missed out on a place 
in France’s World Cup 
squad.

Mourinho, at the 
time, was apparently 
willing to consider a 
sale, although execu-
tive vice-chairman Ed 
Woodward made clear 
he wanted to keep him.

Martial’s recent form, 
including two goals 
against Chelsea in a 2-2 
Premier League draw 
at Stamford Bridge, has 
impressed his manag-
er, who feels now that 
the forward is worth a 
new contract, despite 
urging him to be more 
consistent.

“Obviously, I hope 
they will agree,” Mourin-
ho said. “Obviously I 
hope. One thing is that 
he’s a talented player that 
everybody knows he is. 
Everybody knows since he 
was in Monaco that he is a 
talented player.”

But he added: “One 
thing is being a top tal-
ent, another is being a 
top player. He is now 
much closer to being a 
top player.”

Mourinho is con-
cerned about United’s 

blunt attack -- they went 
into the weekend with a 
goal difference of zero, 
having both scored and 
conceded 17 goals in 10 
matches.

United, in eighth 
place, have scored 10 
league goals fewer than 
leaders Manchester City, 
although they have man-
aged one more than Tot-
tenham, who started the 
weekend in ϐifth.

“I don’t like to say we 
don’t score many goals 
because our strikers 
aren’t scoring, I don’t 
like to say we concede 
too many goals because 
my goalkeeper does not 
save anything,” Mourin-
ho said.

“I think it is about 
the globality (the overall 
picture). It is about the 
team. We need obviously 
to score more goals.”

Mourinho pointed 
to United’s failure to be 
more ruthless in their 
past two league matches, 
the draw at Chelsea and 
the 2-1 home win over 
Everton, as evidence of 
a problem that is costing 
them points.

“We were punished 
against Chelsea be-
cause we didn’t score 
the third goal and we 
could,” he said.

“We went to minute 
96 against Everton be-
cause we didn’t score the 
third, the fourth, the ϐifth 
before that.

“Yes, we need to 
score more goals but 
I think the team with 
more confidence, the 
players individually 
with more confidence, 
will have more goals.”

Mourinho is continu-
ing to offer public sup-
port to Romelu Lukaku, 
who was restricted to a 
substitute’s appearance 
against Everton, having 
failed to score for United 
since September 15.

“Lukaku doesn’t 
score for nine matches,” 
he said.

“Do I think in the next 
nine matches he’s going 
to score zero goals? No, 
I think in the next nine 
matches he’s going to 
score a few goals.



7SummitTIMES | 04 Nov 2018ElseWhere

DrawTime 5:10 PM 5:25 PM 5:40 PM 5:55 PM 6:10 PM 6:25 PM 6:40 PM
1st Prize : Rs.10000/- J23 1447 H25 1071 B83 1446 G04 2971 K32 2143 H79 1435 H96 2550
2nd Prize : Rs.3000/- G13 2723 J07 2667 E56 2897 J45 1287 C78 1014 C14 1593 G36 1361
3rd Prize : Rs.1500/- J21 2246 L49 1996 K79 2117 K52 2806 G38 2787 K44 2427 J05 1960

4th Prize : Rs.140/-
(Common to all Series)

1179 1298 1300 1398 1460
1517 1543 1569 1723 2102
2162 2504 2679 2734 2789
2798 2966 2977 2981 2994

1019 1099 1113 1263 1466
1603 1779 1792 1908 1922
1994 1995 2163 2406 2524
2533 2558 2701 2735 2904

1316 1341 1383 1435 1530
1634 1703 1730 1843 1985
2031 2200 2466 2511 2548
2617 2745 2799 2884 2911

1112 1115 1523 1548 1576
1657 1686 1687 1944 2072
2225 2261 2392 2404 2479
2596 2634 2679 2718 2882

1035 1102 1223 1249 1347
1591 1701 1857 1905 2357
2432 2524 2554 2708 2749
2808 2824 2871 2944 2954

1099 1447 1468 1868 2040
2114 2307 2347 2371 2400
2412 2424 2433 2513 2535
2580 2624 2648 2668 2733

1023 1033 1060 1186 1201
1418 1566 1573 1608 1911
2118 2197 2207 2404 2584
2761 2813 2884 2969 2977

DrawTime 6:55 PM 7:10 PM 7:25 PM 7:40 PM 7:55 PM 8:10 PM 8:25 PM
1st Prize : Rs.10000/- D36 2709 G47 2024 G31 2996 C75 2855 D25 2977 L90 2555 B54 2381
2nd Prize : Rs.3000/- L86 2081 C01 1752 K17 1070 L24 1848 K71 2262 K19 2741 D85 2514
3rd Prize : Rs.1500/- E74 2477 L81 1127 G67 2281 L01 2580 D69 1071 D44 2140 J30 2437

4th Prize : Rs.140/-
(Common to all Series)

1067 1069 1329 1533 1676
1750 1966 2018 2036 2058
2095 2169 2298 2517 2660
2669 2670 2687 2711 2968

1347 1479 1529 1700 1713
1731 1751 1899 1916 1922
1953 1974 2122 2194 2284
2339 2428 2515 2625 2887

1157 1251 1256 1323 1351
1472 1514 1701 1743 1812
1832 2011 2321 2404 2521
2533 2626 2656 2666 2808

1151 1174 1265 1359 1512
1597 1689 1716 1736 1933
2164 2308 2370 2483 2536
2552 2684 2716 2786 2788

1033 1213 1240 1291 1336
1536 1672 1749 1848 1987
2140 2192 2286 2405 2431
2790 2803 2852 2901 2931

1163 1235 1313 1374 1379
1448 1509 1547 1632 1667
1737 1754 1768 1883 2179
2201 2274 2297 2636 2814

1010 1016 1251 1260 1291
1343 1483 1519 1529 1792
1919 2102 2105 2313 2350
2439 2571 2642 2783 2962

DrawTime 8:40 PM 8:55 PM 9:10 PM 9:25 PM 9:40 PM
1st Prize : Rs.10000/- D80 1908 D16 2464 G83 2350 E68 2099 H66 2695
2nd Prize : Rs.3000/- K87 1354 L75 1451 B70 2688 K46 2785 H50 1229
3rd Prize : Rs.1500/- G59 2716 H06 2597 L56 2824 D92 2281 L42 2990

4th Prize : Rs.140/-
(Common to all Series)

1247 1299 1369 1686 1823
1985 2035 2132 2137 2274
2307 2332 2440 2462 2641
2661 2717 2752 2754 2772

1140 1173 1357 1364 1427
1673 1742 1932 1969 1982
2004 2018 2111 2261 2405
2489 2565 2730 2761 2777

1016 1018 1229 1232 1814
1861 1866 2088 2127 2199
2250 2251 2333 2537 2644
2734 2757 2823 2963 2992

1033 1215 1490 1495 1555
1604 1844 1924 1976 1995
2397 2514 2578 2586 2587
2699 2755 2858 2963 2990

1031 1087 1167 1236 1237
1313 1431 1519 1652 1777
1843 1918 2279 2588 2596
2619 2682 2698 2864 2918

RESULT FOR BODOLAND LOTTERIES  DRAW DATE - 31-10-2018

          LABHLAXMI GEMINI           MUMBAILAXMI SEETA
          Draw No:15 DrawDate on:31/10/18           Draw No:39 DrawDate on:31/10/18

          1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 2018           1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 1041 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 5067
          2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 5402 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 4750           3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 2369 4th Prize Rs.  502/- 2298
          4th Prize Rs.300/- 5775 5th Prize Rs.  202/- 6973           5th Prize Rs.200/-
          6th Prize Rs.100/-           1046 1047 1142 1189 1223 1280 1341 1424 1557 1619
          1004 1162 1172 1178 1191 1238 1313 1347 1466 1496           1621 1646 1651 1747 1770 1807 1819 1824 1911 1950
          1509 1513 1544 1585 1610 1613 1701 1709 1718 1735           1971 1989 1996 2065 2266 2354 2421 2426 2472 2490
          1785 1811 1871 1873 1938 1965 1968 1977 1994 2041           2582 2592 2626 2663 2834 2885 2951 3076 3252 3260
          2113 2122 2136 2138 2156 2165 2213 2233 2250 2253           3316 3328 3363 3523 3585 3604 3665 3668 3757 3901
          2274 2289 2336 2353 2363 2388 2414 2418 2442 2448           3930 4048 4084 4144 4202 4203 4253 4307 4310 4372
          2467 2491 2497 2514 2527 2586 2588 2669 2695 2765           4387 4482 4488 4499 4520 4527 4609 4684 4890 4934
          2909 2924 2934 2965 2999 3021 3065 3085 3088 3092           4985 5015 5149 5163 5165 5186 5241 5307 5330 5344
          3099 3118 3133 3182 3194 3223 3249 3261 3293 3312           5355 5436 5485 5516 5528 5628 5647 5701 5712 5727
          3324 3330 3333 3362 3371 3383 3391 3411 3453 3454           5731 5745 5757 5791 5832 5838 5887 5943 5945 5947
          3457 3460 3462 3471 3488 3494 3510 3511 3528 3533           6th Prize Rs.100/-
          3550 3574 3585 3618 3619 3687 3690 3694 3700 3705           1003 1014 1030 1034 1099 1110 1145 1213 1274 1284
          3732 3760 3772 3820 3842 3845 3849 3866 3897 3905           1325 1327 1398 1415 1422 1431 1437 1503 1508 1546
          3910 3920 3933 3940 3960 3969 4036 4073 4075 4091           1552 1553 1561 1601 1630 1688 1718 1725 1766 1788
          4108 4112 4124 4204 4255 4268 4286 4292 4300 4312           1828 1837 1839 1852 1879 1880 1920 1927 2022 2040
          4319 4341 4401 4486 4506 4546 4599 4610 4618 4679           2054 2055 2074 2077 2151 2183 2206 2221 2232 2250
          4699 4826 4843 4850 4911 4912 4993 4994 5044 5120           2262 2274 2377 2418 2424 2429 2433 2477 2504 2527
          5163 5213 5249 5259 5279 5282 5296 5303 5348 5355           2552 2614 2623 2629 2702 2713 2714 2728 2734 2769
          5380 5393 5408 5411 5466 5467 5507 5513 5568 5570           2780 2796 2809 2810 2852 2865 2872 2875 2883 2897
          5603 5604 5631 5634 5644 5648 5672 5706 5712 5713           2942 2974 3025 3047 3099 3111 3124 3133 3250 3259
          5742 5754 5762 5771 5782 5787 5817 5925 5931 5940           3262 3327 3337 3358 3359 3370 3383 3400 3409 3485
          5961 5968 5994 6019 6136 6137 6156 6179 6315 6335           3486 3499 3516 3550 3601 3635 3776 3801 3873 3895
          6390 6394 6494 6517 6544 6566 6572 6575 6588 6589           3997 4049 4071 4086 4139 4207 4228 4230 4232 4235
          6632 6648 6654 6682 6701 6708 6743 6760 6804 6812           4276 4316 4330 4369 4403 4442 4522 4532 4541 4545
          6813 6820 6855 6862 6864 6872 6915 6923 6960 6995           4596 4603 4604 4611 4616 4619 4643 4650 4711 4736

          4818 4840 4867 4896 4962 5007 5022 5044 5081 5089
Issued by:           5102 5117 5125 5210 5212 5216 5244 5261 5280 5286
The Commissioner           5299 5312 5315 5319 5331 5351 5365 5368 5385 5403
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR           5419 5434 5464 5465 5469 5480 5501 5532 5551 5552
Please visit : www.arunachallotteries.com           5587 5593 5654 5661 5697 5718 5739 5759 5774 5779

          5797 5820 5834 5849 5858 5900 5926 5927 5958 5990

          ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES

DEAR FAITHFUL MORNING DEAR EAGLE EVENING
Draw No:48 DrawDate on:31/10/18 Draw No:6 DrawDate on:31/10/18
1st Prize Rs.26.02 Lakhs/- 79D 96137 1st Prize Rs.26.02 Lakhs/- 72G 46462
Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 96137 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 46462 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
07260 13332 22174 47916 55259 10486 18268 21451 28881 38406
62507 68013 72246 83459 94371 61176 81199 92819 95862 99847
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0487 1325 1730 3432 3591 4480 5925 6797 7555 9330 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0101 1441 1774 2325 3108 4253 6616 7448 8231 9457
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0037 0797 1027 2920 2989 4364 5287 7591 7677 7909 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0298 0487 1435 1505 2777 3907 6533 6538 6969 9550
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0020 0124 0165 0191 0326 0368 0422 0470 0478 0526 0203 0322 0379 0433 0721 1026 1195 1380 1570 1601
0548 0628 0643 0657 0725 0991 0992 1067 1085 1127 1648 1707 1730 1818 1835 1922 1962 2005 2054 2056
1788 1872 2040 2042 2170 2223 2301 2332 2422 2427 2075 2252 2470 2600 2605 2656 2702 2926 2952 3075
2548 2811 2901 2942 2951 3010 3114 3274 3275 3338 3122 3351 3605 3787 3843 3876 4117 4378 4409 4453
3342 3370 3558 3741 3842 4544 4572 4847 4889 4901 4535 4682 5085 5089 5141 5191 5396 5491 5520 5559
4923 4938 5052 5091 5103 5138 5142 5330 5451 5955 5566 5639 5656 5826 5995 6084 6100 6352 6563 6751
6010 6018 6063 6239 6241 6277 6399 6573 6723 6741 6770 6875 6955 7246 7373 7447 7631 7684 7930 7939
6757 7213 7251 7349 7387 7505 7512 7519 7881 7934 8043 8104 8202 8259 8373 8376 8450 8506 8557 8623
7977 8125 8134 8203 8344 8425 8517 8830 8899 9056 8641 8673 8784 8792 8849 8918 9097 9253 9329 9404
9148 9156 9164 9268 9629 9645 9670 9688 9802 9851 9459 9502 9566 9606 9618 9682 9727 9842 9877 9879
  Issued by :
  The Director ,Nagaland State Lotteries , Kohima ,Nagaland
  For Result ,Please Visit : www.nagaland lotteries.com

     KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE
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Police on high alert in Sabarimala, 1500 
cops, commando team deployed

S , N  3 
(PTI): With the Lord 
Ayyappa temple at Sa-
barimala set to open for 
monthly poojas on No-
vember 5, the police is on 
high alert and tight secu-
rity arrangements are in 
place in the backdrop of 
violent protests over en-
try of women of menstrual 
age last month.

According to a Kera-
la police release, 1,500 
personnel, 100 of them 
women, are keeping vigil 
at Sabarimala and near-
by areas.

A 20-member com-
mando team has been de-
ployed at Sannidhanam, 
Nilackal and Pamba, the 
release said.

Meanwhile, the BJP’s 
state unit said its presi-
dent P S Sreedharan Pil-

lai has received a death 
threat.

Tantri Kandararu Ra-
jeevaru and chief priest 
Unnikrishnan Namboo-
diri will open the temple 
doors and light the lamp 
at the ‘Sreekovil’ (sanctum 
sanctorum) on November 
5 at 5 pm.

Besides the usual 
poojas, “Sree Chitira Atta 
Thirunal” special pooja, 
will be held on November 
6 and the shrine will be 
closed at 10 pm.

Prohibitory order 
under section 144 CrPc 
banning assembly of four 
or more people will come 
into force at Pamba, Ni-
lackal, Elavungal, and San-
nidhanam from midnight 
Saturday till November 6 
midnight.

Barricades have been 

erected at many places 
en route to Nilackal and 
police personnel are al-
lowing vehicles only after 
checking.

The temple complex 
and nearby areas had wit-
nessed violent protests by 
Ayyappa devotees against 
the entry of young wom-
en when it was opened 
for last month’s poojas 
from October 17-22.

At least 12 women 
had made a vain attempt 
to trek the hills soon af-
ter the Supreme Court 
verdict permitting wom-
en in the 10-50 age group 
to offer prayers at the 
shrine.

They had to retreat 
following the protests 
and demonstrations by 
devotees.

Comprehensive traf-

fic arrangements have 
been made by police 
in Pathnamthitta dis-
trict where the shrine 
is located.

Private vehicles car-
rying pilgrims would be 
allowed to proceed only 
up to Nilackal, a base 
camp, police said.

The Keralapolice has 
introduced online book-
ing for pilgrims, which 
would enable them to 
conveniently choose the 
day and time of darshan.

According to of-
ficials, Kerala State 
Road Transport Cor-
poration tickets are 
compulsory for all 
pilgrims, whoreach 
Nilackal, except those 
who go by foot. The 
devotees can avail the 
ticket booking facility 

and choose the dar-
shan time also.

The KSRTC has also 
made arrangements for 
the pilgrims who reach 
for darshan on foot, to 
avail online tickets from 
Pamba at the foothills.

Meanwhile, the state 
government said it was 
prepared to hold talks 
with the Nair Service So-
ciety (NSS), an outϐit of 
the influential Nair com-
munity, which is against 
entry of young women 
into the hill shrine.

“The government is 
prepared to remove mis-
understandings with NSS 
and has an open mind 
for talks with the outϐit,” 
Devaswom (temple ad-
ministration) minister 
Kadakkampally Suren-
dran told reporters.

The attack against 
the NSS office here 
Friday was “well-
planned,” he said.

BJP leader K Suren-
dran alleged that gov-
ernment had some 
“hidden agenda” on Sa-
barimala temple.

He said the par-
ty’s state president, 
P S Sreedharan Pillai, 
has received a “death 
threat” Saturday 
through speed post 
and the DGP has been 
informed.

BJP and various Hin-
du outϐits are on the 
warpath against the left 
government over its de-
cision to implement the 
Supreme Court verdict 
allowing women of men-
strual age to enter the 
shrine.

Myanmar by-election rare local test for Aung San Suu Kyi
Y , N  3 (AFP): 
Myanmar voters cast 
their ballots in a small 
but key by-election Sat-
urday, a rare local test of 
support for embattled 
leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s party more than 
halfway through her 
time in office.

Suu Kyi and the Na-
tional League for De-
mocracy (NLD) swept 
to power in 2015 in a 
landslide victory ending 
decades of military rule.

But her tenure has 
been marred by a fail-
ure to speak up for Ro-
hingya Muslims driven 
out of the country by 
the army and stumbling 
peace talks with insur-
gent groups in lawless 
border areas.

A mere 13 positions 
are in play in the coun-
try’s second by-election 
since the national poll 
three years ago, but they 
are spread out across the 
country and include par-
liamentary and regional 
assembly seats.

Some two-dozen par-
ties are in the mix and 69 
candidates are taking part.

At one polling sta-
tion in Yangon’s Tam-
we township residents 
showed support for 
Suu Kyi while acknowl-

edging some of the 
criticism.

“I voted NLD this 
morning,” Maung 
Maung, 34, a software 
engineer who lives in 
Tamwe, told AFP.

“I was a strong sup-

porter of the NLD for 
years but during the 
years when NLD took 
power, there were some 
failures that they are 
working on,” he added, 
without going into detail.

Aye Soe, a 52-year-

old street vendor, ex-
pressed full-throated 
backing.

“I will support her 
until I die,” she said.

Initial results are 
expected to be an-
nounced on Sunday.

Nobel laureate Suu 
Kyi’s reputation at home 
is more secure than it is 
abroad, where her im-
age as a rights icon has 
been shattered by the 
Rohingya crisis.

More than 720,000 
from the stateless Mus-
lim minority have fled 
to Bangladesh since a 
military crackdown in 
August 2017.

Huddled in crowd-
ed camps, they have re-
counted stories of mur-
der, rape and villages 
burned to the ground.

Myanmar has de-
nied almost all of the 
allegations, saying 
soldiers were defend-
ing themselves against 
Rohingya militants.

UN investigators 
have called for the sit-
uation to be referred 
to the International 
Criminal Court and for 
senior members of the 
Tatmadaw, as the armed 
forces are known, to be 
investigated on geno-
cide charges.

N Korea threatens to resume nuke 
development over sanctions

S , N  3 (AP): 
North Korea has warned 
it could revive a state 
policy aimed at strength-
ening its nuclear arsenal 
if the United States does 
not lift economic sanc-
tions against the country.

The statement re-
leased by the Foreign 
Ministry Friday evening 
came amid a sense of 
unease between Wash-
ington and Seoul over 
the use of sanctions and 
pressure to get the North 
to relinquish its nuclear 
program.

The ministry said 
North Korea could bring 
back its “pyongjin” poli-
cy of simultaneously ad-
vancing its nuclear force 
and economic develop-
ment if the United States 
doesn’t change its stance.

The North came short 
of threatening to aban-
don the ongoing nuclear 
negotiations with the 
United States.

But it accused Wash-
ington of derailing com-

mitments made by North 
Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un and President Donald 
Trump at their June sum-
mit in Singapore to work 
toward a nuclear-free 
Korean Peninsula, with-
out describing how and 
when it would occur.

“The US thinks that 
its oft-repeated ‘sanc-
tions and pressure’ leads 
to ‘denuclearisation.’

We cannot help 
laughing at such a foolish 
idea,” said the statement, 
released under the name 
of the director of the 
ministry’s Institute for 
American Studies.

“The improvement of 
relations and sanctions is 
incompatible.”

Following a series of 
provocative nuclear and 
missile tests last year, 
Kim shifted to diplomacy 
when he met with Trump 
between three summits 
with South Korean Pres-
ident Moon Jae-in, who 
lobbied hard to revive 
nuclear diplomacy be-

tween Washington and 
Seoul.

However, the North 
has been playing hard-
ball since the summitry, 
insisting that sanctions 
should be lifted before 
any progress in nucle-
ar talks, which fuelled 
doubts on whether Kim 
would ever deal away a 
nuclear program he may 
see as his strongest guar-
antee of survival.

Ahead of his ϐirst 
summit with Moon in 
April, Kim said the coun-
try should shift its focus 
to economic development 
as the “pyongjin” policy 
had achieved a “great vic-
tory.”

He also declared that 
the North would stop nu-
clear and long-range mis-
sile tests and close its nu-
clear testing ground.

The North unilateral-
ly dismantled the nuclear 
testing ground in May, but 
didn’t invite experts to ob-
serve and verify the event.

Friday’s statement 
marked the ϐirst time the 
North said it could poten-
tially resume weapons 
tests and other develop-
ment activities since Kim’s 
signalled a new state poli-
cy in April.

“If the US keeps be-
having arrogantly without 
showing any change in 
its stand, while failing to 

properly understand our 
repeated demand, the 
DPRK may add one thing 
to the state policy for di-
recting all efforts to the 
economic construction 
adopted in April and as 
a result, the word ‘pyong-
jin’ may appear again,” the 
statement said, referring 
to North Korea by its ofϐi-
cial name, the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Ko-
rea.

“Pyongjin” means “dual 
advancement.”

Moon has described 
inter-Korean engagement 
as crucial to resolving the 
nuclear standoff.

A large number of 
South Korean CEOs ac-
companied Moon in 
his September visit to 
Pyongyang, when he and 
Kim agreed to normalise 
operations at a jointly 
run factory park and re-
sume South Korean visi-
tors’ travel to the North 
when possible, voicing 
optimism the interna-
tional sanctions could 
end and allow such proj-
ects.

But South Korea’s 
enthusiasm for engage-
ment with its rival has 
also created discomfort 
in the United States amid 
growing concerns that the 
North is dragging its feet 
with its promise to denu-
clearise.

Obama says sending 
troops to Mexican border 
is Trump’s ‘political stunt’

LALIT K JHA
W , N  3 
(PTI): Former US pres-
ident Barack Obama 
has termed as “political 
stunt” his succewssor 
Donald Trump’s move 
of sending troops to the 
Mexican border where 
thousands of “impover-
ished refugees” are wait-
ing to enter America, say-
ing this is not patriotism.

Currently, an estimat-
ed 5,000-7,000 people 
from three Latin Ameri-
can countries --El Salva-
dor, Honduras and Gua-
temala -- are marching 
towards the US through 
Mexico. Trump has de-
ployed more than 5,000 
military personnel on the 
border to stop them from 
entering.

“In 2018 sudden-
ly, they are telling you 
that the biggest threat 
to America is some im-
poverished refugees a 
thousand miles away on 
foot, got their babies with 
them. Broke, got no mon-
ey. This is terrible. And 
that’s not enough just to 
lie about it,” Obama said 
at an election rally in 
Georgia.

“Now they’re send-
ing our brave troops -- 
who, by the way, by law 
cannot enforce laws on 
domestic soil -- they’re 
sending them down 
there for a political stunt 
when they could be with 
their families. The men 
and women of our mili-
tary deserve better than 
that,” he said.

Without naming, 
Obama slammed the 

policies of his succes-
sor President Donald 
Trump.

“That’s not patrio-
tism,” he said.

He said that there 
have been politicians 
who fudged on the truth 
and did not talk on the 
things they screwed up.

“They made promises 
that turned out to be hard-
er than expected. They 
pumped up all the good 
things they did and didn’t 
talk about the things they 
screwed up. They tried 
to put a positive spin on 
things. That’s human na-
ture by the way -- it’s not 
just politicians. All of you 
all do it a little bit,” he said.

Obama accused the 
Republican party of talking 
about an issue prior to the 
election and forgetting 
it immediately after the 
polls.

“What’s interesting 
is after the election they 
don’t talk about it anymore 
-- I guess it just gets ϐixed. 
You never hear about it 
again. Remember in 2010 
they said that Obamacare 
was setting up death pan-
els to kill your grandma,” 
he said.

3 dead, multiple 
wounded in US yoga 

studio shooting: police
M , N  3 (AFP): A 
gunman killed two peo-
ple and injured several 
others at a yoga studio 
in Florida’s state capital 
Tallahassee Friday be-
fore apparently taking 
his own life, the local po-
lice chief said.

“About 5:47 pm the 
Tallahassee Police De-
partment responded...in 
reference to a shooting,” 

police chief Michael De-
Leo said at a press con-
ference.

“Upon arriving on 
scene, the ofϐicers found 
multiple victims suf-
fering from gunshot 
wounds.” First respond-
ers transported ϐive peo-
ple to a nearby hospital, 
with two later succumb-
ing to their wounds, De-
Leo said.
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EtCETERA

JOGGING JUSTIN! Singer Justin Bieber 
works on his fi tness while hiking in Los Angeles.
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ARIES: You could feel ex-
tremely passionate today, Aries. 
You might want to connect with a 
love partner but be prevented by 
circumstances. You might be at-
tracted to racier novels or movies. 
Repressed anger could bubble up 
from your subconscious and seek 
an outlet. This is a great day to 
channel that anger into some ar-
tistic activity. Don’t be surprised if 
you use a lot of red!
TAURUS: Electrical or plumbing 
problems with your house might 
come up. Call a professional, 
Taurus. Don’t try to fi x it yourself, 
because you could make it worse. 
Friends might want to visit, but tell 
them to wait until another day. Dis-
cussions could quickly deteriorate 
into arguments today. This is a 
great day to work quietly alone on 
whatever interests you the most.
GEMINI: Stay close to home 
today, Gemini. Spending too 

much time in the car could lead 
to stress or, in extreme cases, 
minor accidents. On the job, 
this could turn out to be one of 
those days. Avoid offi  ce politics 
and stay out of arguments. Try to 
sequester yourself and do your 
work alone. Days like this are 
best used to take care of your af-
fairs quickly and effi  ciently.
CANCER: Money matters might 
take a turn for the worse today. 
Don’t fl y off  the handle because 
of this, Cancer. Use every bit of 
fi nancial savvy you have to put 
things straight. Try to remain 
calm and collected when dealing 
with stubborn people. Don’t be 
drawn into arguments. You will 
be able to pull everything togeth-
er again, but only by your inge-
nuity. Don’t depend on others.
LEO: Leo, check your house 
to make certain everything is in 
working order. There are indica-

tions that small hazards could 
exist that need correcting. Ten-
sion might run high among fam-
ily members, and quarrels could 
result. Don’t waste time trying to 
mediate. They will have to work 
it out for themselves. This is a 
great day for study and solitude, 
since your mind is especially 
sharp.
VIRGO: Short visits in your 
neighborhood could catapult you 
into some negative situations, 
Virgo. It’s best to stay close to 
home if you can. An angry letter 
or call could put you in a shaky 
mood. This isn’t a day to social-
ize. Days like this are best spent 
keeping to yourself and throwing 
your energy into taking care of 
whatever you’re working on.
LIBRA: Today you might be a 
bit worried about your fi nancial 
aff airs, Libra. A past mistake 
could have led to some rather 

upsetting consequences. Now 
you need to harness every bit 
of skill you have in order to set 
things straight. Your knowledge 
of modern technology could 
help. A friend might try to pick 
a quarrel with you, but it’s best 
to stay cool, neutral, and out of 
the discussion.
SCORPIO: Your physical en-
ergy is very high today, Scor-
pio. You’re likely to want to get 
out and exercise, perhaps jog 
through the park or attend an 
aerobics class. Be careful! You 
might not be as fi t as you think, 
and trying too hard could cause 
minor injuries. Someone you 
know professionally might not 
be in a great mood. You could 
get swept up in their anger. Try 
to stay out of it.
SAGITTARIUS: Uncertain-
ty about spiritual matters and 
doubt about your insights might 

have you down in the dumps 
today. Don’t try to force any 
solutions - it won’t work. This 
isn’t a good day to be out and 
about, because travel of any 
kind could pose problems. This 
is also a bad day to plan or start 
a vacation. Stay close to home 
and take care of practicalities, 
Sagittarius. That way you will 
be calm by evening.
CAPRICORN: If a friend or ac-
quaintance gives you advice 
about money or investments to-
day, don’t take it. To follow this 
unknowledgeable person’s lead 
might prove to be disastrous. 
Participation in group activities 
also isn’t advisable. They could 
get out of hand, and you could 
fi nd end up in the middle of an 
angry crowd. This is a great day 
to stay home, Capricorn. Work 
on your own project.
AQUARIUS: Gossip and bad 

feelings among co-workers or in 
a group could occur today, and 
there might be some political 
shenanigans that it would be in 
your best interests to avoid. This 
isn’t a good day to go to lunch 
with co-workers. Get away by 
yourself. Don’t believe anything 
you hear. Chances are it isn’t 
true. Keep to yourself and don’t 
off er any opinions, Aquarius. To 
do so might be unfortunate.
PISCES: Too much running 
around might have you feel-
ing exhausted and under the 
weather today, Pisces. You may 
have been exercising a little too 
much. Therefore, this is a good 
day to avoid exercise and get 
some rest. Don’t push yourself 
too hard! This isn’t a good day 
to plan or start a vacation. Wait 
a few days, as trips planned at 
this time could be fraught with 
glitches.

Work harder when I think I 
am not good enough: SRK

M , N  3 (PTI): He may be a superstar for his fans and 
critics alike but as per actor Shah Rukh Khan, there are mo-
ments in his life when he feels like a “loser”, something that 
only pushes him to work harder.

“I feel like a loser over everything. I was with Aamir 
Khan the other day. And he asked me ‘Why are you like 
this, Shah? Why do you think this way?’ I got to know after 
talking that he was also thinking the same way. He wasn’t 
asking me out of surprise, he wanted to know the answers 
for himself,” Shah Rukh said on Friday at the trailer launch 
of his upcoming film “Zero”.

The 53-year-old superstar believes it is “always important 
to have lack of over conϐidence”.

“Over confidence is worse than feeling like a loser. I 
feel I work harder when I think I am not good enough. I 
always feel I’m not good enough. I sometimes joke that I 
don’t know how to dance, I’ve five expressions but I genu-
inely believe them, that I’m not good at everything, so I’ve 
to work harder,” he said.

Shah Rukh plays the role of a vertically-challenged 
person in Aanand L Rai’s film, which is set to be released 
on December 21.

He said when he was shooting for the ϐilm there were mo-
ments of doubts which he believes every creative person ex-
periences.

“All of us had moments where we used to wonder if this is 
right, should we do this or not? There are so many issues ac-
tors and stars have, me the most. I’m insecure at times, over-
conϐident at times, happy and extremely sad at times.

“I’m happy with what I’ve done and I am happier and even 
sadder what I shouldn’t have done and what has gone out of my 
hands, what is coming to my hands and all these things come to-
gether and make you feel loved when you do the right ϐilm.”

When asked how he deals with stress in his life, Shah Rukh 
said stress and anxiety will always be there at every stage in 
one’s life.

“There will be stress in life. I am 53 today and half my life 
is over, I am in a profession where every Friday life changes. 

Some of my ϐilms have done well, some have tanked. Some 
things have went well, some haven’t. It does feel bad. Maybe 
out of 70 ϐilms of mine only 30 have worked. It is not that there 
is success rate. But at the end, everything goes well,” he said.

The “Jab Harry Met Sejal” actor said he usually spends his 
birthday meeting friends and fans.

“One should not own anything. I don’t own my birthday 
also. I don’t get to be with family much. I usually have bath, 
meet friends, media and fans. It feels good that everyone 
loves me so much.”

Brad Pitt and Leonardo DiCaprio 
Join Forces for Voting PSA 

Jennifer Lopez Says It’s Easier to Date 
Alex Rodriguez Than Ben Af leck 

Compared to her 
ex-boyfriends, Jennifer 
Lopez says dating Alex 
Rodriguez is a breeze.

In the Decem-
ber issue of InStyle 
(on newsstands Nov. 
9), the 49-year-old 
Second Act actress 
ruminates on how 
dating in Hollywood 
has changed since the 
dawn of social media. 
Take, for example, 
Lopez’s high-proϐile 
relationship with Ben 
Afϐleck, which ended 
in 2004. The exten-
sive media coverage 
surrounding their ro-
mance was intense, 
but the former couple 
fed into it by doing joint interviews and lambasting 

the media in her “Jenny From the Block” video.
“Jennifer and Ben were asking for it with 

that video,” says Elaine Gold-
smith-Thomas, who runs Lo-
pez’s company, Nuyorican Pro-
ductions, and also wrote Second 
Act. “I told her, ‘I’m selling you as 
a maid [in the ϐilm Maid in Man-
hattan], and you guys are driv-
ing around in Bentleys?’” But, as 
Goldsmith-Thomas points out, 
“It’s 16 years later. I’m sure Ben 
Afϐleck is more mature, too.”

Life with Rodriguez is just 
easier, Lopez says. “When we 
met, we’d both already done a 
lot of work on ourselves. Every-
body has ϐlaws, and the people 
I want in my life are the peo-
ple who recognize that and are 
willing to work on those ϐlaws,” 
she says. “It’s super-important: 
someone who’s willing to look 
at themselves and say, ‘OK, I’m 

not great here’ or ‘I could do better there.’”

Brad Pitt and Leonardo DiCaprio want you to vote!
The Once Upon a Hollywood stars teamed up with 

NowThis to ϐilm a voting PSA just ahead of the midterm 
elections. 

“The future of our country will be decided this week,” 
Leo, who is a big ϐigure in political activism, explained. 
“Elections don’t just matter when voting for president.”

He added, “This election might be the most consequen-
tial of our lifetime.”

“So much is at stake. From gun safety laws to immigra-
tion policy, clean water and air, and whether or not millions 
of people have access to health care.” 

Pitt then chimed in to say why midterm elections are just 
as important than presidential elections. “These issues will 
be decided from the House of Representatives, to the Sen-
ate, to dozens of governor’s races,” Brad shared. “Statehouse 
elections will determine the future of climate change, crim-
inal justice reform, education funding, LGBTQ equality and 
even your ability to vote.”

“All of these races and ballot measures are a chance to 
decide on the direction of our country. Right now people are 
turning out in record numbers for early voting. But that’s not 
enough,” Leo declared.


