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Patient-1 completes 14 days in isolation, 
samples taken to check if he has beaten the virus 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 05 Jun: 

The first COVID-19 positive 
patient from Sikkim has 

completed 14 days of treat-
ment and his swab samples 
were collected and sent for RT-
PCR testing on Friday. 

The report was awaited at 
the time of filing this report 
and if he tests negative then 
is likely to be discharged from 
the hospital after one more 
screening test. 

The 25-year-old Delhi re-
turnee from South Sikkim had 
tested positive for COVID-19 on 
23 May. At that time, he was at a 
quarantine centre in Rabongla 
and was then shifted to an isola-
tion ward at the COVID-19 dedi-
cated facility at STNM Hospital 
here at Socheygang.

In his daily health bulletin 

on Friday, Health Department 
Director General and Secre-
tary, Dr PT Bhutia, mentioned 
that there were three positive 
patients currently undergoing 
treatment at the isolation ward 
of STNM Hospital. 

He added that all three pos-
itive patients have been kept 
separate in the isolation ward. 

“We admitted the third pa-
tient in the isolation ward on 
the basis of his Mumbai test 
report but we do not have his 
test reports at hand so we con-
ducted a TrueNat test on him 
immediately last evening and 
he tested positive. We did an 
RT-PCR test today and result is 
still awaited,” he said. 

Dr Bhutia informed that 
samples of all primary contacts 
of the third positive patient 
have already been taken and 

sent for RT-PCR testing at the 
Viral Research and Diagnostic 
Laboratory of STNM Hospital.  

“We got some wrong in-
formation yesterday that no 
other Mumbai returnees from 
Sikkim shared the bogey with 
the third patient in the train. On 
thorough investigation it has been 
found that five others from Sikkim 
were in the same cabin as him and 
that there were eight others from 
Sikkim also in the bogie. They all 
returned to Sikkim in the same 
SNT bus,” he informed.

The Secretary informed 
that samples of all primary 
contacts who shared bogie 
with the patient were taken at 
Melli check-post last evening 
itself and sent for testing at 
Viral Research and Diagnostic 
Laboratory of STNM Hospital 
and results are awaited. 

He added that samples of 
most Mumbai returnees will be 
sent directly for RT-PCR test-
ing.  The normal practice is to 
put returnees through TruNat 
screening tests first.

“Mumbai returnees are 
high risk group for us so we 
are observing them closely and 
taking extra precautions and 
we have been getting informa-
tion that even the concerned 
District Collectors have kept 
them separately in quaran-
tine facility as Mumbai has 
the highest number of positive 
cases so there were chances of 
increasing numbers of cases 
among all states,” he said. 

He mentioned that there 
were only three positive cases so 
far in the State and urged the peo-
ple not to go after rumours and 
fake news in social media. 

Rebooting Sikkim after the Lockdown
JIWAN RAI

The inevitable finally happened. The 
fatal COVID-19 virus continued its 

creep against the longest and strictest 
lockdown to penetrate our population. 
Our country is now ranked seventh in 
terms of the total number of COVID-19 
cases and fifth in terms of active cases 
in the world. As well, the hitherto un-
scathed Himalayan state of Sikkim 
has now finally been infiltrated by the 
most dreaded virus. These realities 
were only predictable given the sneaky 
spread of this virus across the globe. 
We, in our country, wasted a lot of en-
ergy and time formulating a narrative 
that the lockdown was the ultimate and 
‘once and for all’ solution. In our state, 
we were thinking that blocking entry 
into the state was an unexcelled feat 
and a decisive step. We could not have 
been more wrong. 

Our most important battle against 
COVID-19 is much more complicated 
than just blocking the spread of the 
virus. We can hardly fault our govern-
ment. The most advanced countries in 
the world like the US, France and Can-
ada were found to be vulnerable. How-

ever, our central government undid the 
impact of the lockdown by its massive 
mismanagement of the migrant worker 
issue. However the Sikkim government 
could not have done anything to block 
its entry. Many NE states had to en-
counter a massive rise as they received 
returnees from other states. Nagaland, 
going from zero active cases to 80 in 
just a few days was the most shocking. 
Arunachal Pradesh going from zero to 
37 active cases was also disappoint-
ing news. Just as eulogizing the gov-
ernment for zero cases back then was 
futile, so blindly criticizing the govern-
ment for the entry of positive cases is 
a pointless waste of time. But let me 
share three focus areas for our govern-
ment now that it has arrived.

Ramping up testing: Testing can nev-
er be overemphasized. Epidemiologists 
world-wide have been asking the Indian 
governments to ramp up their testing to 
enhance the impact of the lockdown. I 
wish our country had paid more heed to 
their advice. Sikkim, with its maiden test-
ing laboratory, is fully equipped to ramp 
up its testing. I hope that we will take 
maximum advantage of the lab.

Banning the stigmatizing of CO-
VID-19 patients: Sikkim must stand 
rock solid behind these patients. Only 
a barbaric soul, destitute of common 
sense and basic human compassion, 
will stigmatize those who are diag-
nosed with the virus. Their recovery 
will be our triumph.

Revival and recovery of people’s 
lives and the state’s economy: This is 
where the performance of the govern-
ment is of paramount importance. Nev-
er before were governmental interven-
tion and help so vital.  

Life in general has been messed 
up as never before. The income of 
hundreds of daily wagers has either 
stopped completely or shrunk con-
siderably. Many entrepreneurs have 
received too strong a jolt to just pick 
themselves up and keep walking. Many 
businesses have been damaged beyond 
revival and other’s businesses have 
slowed down, incurring massive losses. 
The education of children has been an-
other hugely affected issue. In the pri-
vate sector, many have lost their jobs or 
haven’t received their salaries. 

The biggest challenge for the gov-

ernment would be to put in place mea-
sures to bring life in general to a pre-
pandemic normalcy. I hope that all the 
ground realities will be studied com-
prehensively and factored into their 
economic revival plans. The problem 
with a younger state like ours is that 
we do not have eminent economists 
who can come in handy in a situation 
like this. Nor do we have well-studied 
watchdogs who can analyse the situa-
tion and warn the government accord-
ingly. All Sikkim has is a bureaucracy as 
its strongest arm to mitigate the situa-
tion. How they fare will be vital in how 
effectively Sikkim can stave off the spi-
noffs of the pandemic. 

It would be helpful for the state gov-
ernment to start a dialogue with people 
and civil society to get their perspective 
as well. If the economic revival process 
has to be inclusive, there must be an at-
tempt on the part of the government to 
get all political parties and all economic 
stakeholders on board. The truest test 
of the government’s performance will 
be evaluated by looking at how thor-
oughly, quickly and strongly life can be 
restored post pandemic.  

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY CELEBRATION

Medicinal herb ‘Gurjo’ 
planted to mark the day

Gangtok, 05 Jun (IPR): 
The State level World 
Environment Day pro-
gramme with the theme 
“Celebrate Biodiversity” 
was observed in the pres-
ence of Governor, Ganga 
Prasad as Chief Guest 
and Chief Minister, Prem 
Singh Tamang (Golay) as 
the Guest of Honour at 
Raj Bhawan, today. 

The brief event orga-
nized by Forest and En-
vironment Department, 
Government of Sikkim 
was also attended by For-
est Minister, Karma Lo-
day Bhutia, Cabinet Min-
isters, Political Secretary 
to the CM, Jacob Khaling, 
Chief Secretary, SC Gupta, 
ACS Raj Bhawan, Dr K 
Jayakumar, DGP, AS Rao, 
Principal Secretary cum 
PCCF, ML Srivastava, and 
a host of other officials 
and dignitaries.

The Environment Day 
celebration commenced 
with the ceremonial 
plantation by the Gover-
nor, the Chief Minister, 
Cabinet Ministers and 
other dignitaries at the 
Raj Bhawan premises.

The main function for 
rolling out the National 
campaign on ‘Amrita for 
life’ – Tinospora cordifo-
lia (Gurjo in Nepali) un-
der National Medicinal 
Plants Board (NMPB) 
was held at the confer-
ence hall of Raj Bhawan. 

The campaign was 
launched by the Chief 
Guest and Guest of 
honour.

Tinospora cordifo-
lia (Gurjo) is a climber 
shrub that has high me-
dicinal value. It further 
helps to counteract a 
suppressed immune sys-
tem and widely used for 
various other condition. 

As a part of the 
NMPB’s national cam-
paign ‘Amrita for life, 
the Forest Department 
will be distributing 1 
lakh seedlings of Gurjo 
this year through mobile 
distribution centres set 
up in all four districts of 
the State. Other 1 lakh 
seedlings will be dis-
tributed next year. The 
department is using 
bio-degradable poly 
bags for the plant seed-
lings, it is informed.

Governor, Ganga 
Prasad, in his message to 
the people has called for 
revival of the harmoni-
ous relationship with na-
ture and a healthy co-ex-
istence between man and 
environment and reso-
nate this year’s theme 
of World Environment 
Day that is ‘Celebrating 
Biodiversity’. Expressing 
concern over the pres-
ent crisis owing to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Governor has urged all 
to stand in solidarity and 

support the State govern-
ment in the fight against 
the virus.

Chief Minister, Prem 
Singh Tamang (Golay), 
in his address, request-
ed all to work towards 
safeguarding nature in 
order to build a social-
ecological resilience in 
the State and asked every 
citizen to plant saplings 
individually. He further 
informed that all the Cab-
inet Ministers and MLAs 
will be planting at least 
1000 saplings in their 
respective constituencies 
starting today and will 
continue the drive till the 
month of July, 2020.

Principal Secretary 
cum PCCF, ML Srivastava, 
in his welcome address, 
informed about the vari-
ous efforts undertaken 
by the Forest Depart-
ment to support the State 
government in the fight 
against the ongoing COV-
ID-19 pandemic. He stat-
ed that the State Pollu-
tion Control Board(SPCB) 
has authorized six hospi-
tals in the State with waste 
treatment facility for sci-
entific disposal of waste 
from quarantine centres. 
Trainings have also been 
provided by the SPCB on 
waste management as per 
SOPs along with provi-
sion of PPEs for the waste 
handlers, he added.
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India’s COVID-19 tally reaches 
2,26,770 with record spike of 
9,851 cases; death toll 6,348

Civil services preliminary 
exam on October 4: UPSC

New Delhi, Jun 5 (PTI): 
The civil services prelim-
inary examination 2020, 
postponed due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
will be held on October 4, 
the Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC) an-
nounced on Friday.

It said the personal-
ity test of the candidates 
selected through the last 
year’s civil services pre-
liminary and main ex-
aminations will resume 
from July 20.

This year’s prelimi-
nary test was originally 
scheduled to be held on 
May 31, but was deferred 
due to the nationwide 
lockdown to contain the 
spread of coronavirus.

Minister of State for 
Personnel Jitendra Singh 
said the announcement 
of fresh date for the civil 
services preliminary 
exam would allay appre-
hensions in some quar-
ters of it being cancelled.

“It would also allay 
apprehension from the 

minds of some quarters 
who thought that they 
would become overage 
by the next year in case 
the exam was postponed. 
Candidates need not wor-
ry. The examination will 
be held as per the UPSC’s 
schedule,” he told PTI.

The civil services ex-
amination is conducted 
annually in three stages 
prelims, main and inter-
view -- by the UPSC to se-
lect officers for the Indian 
Administrative Service 
(IAS), the Indian Foreign 
Service (IFS) and the In-
dian Police Service (IPS), 
among others. Lakhs of as-
pirants take the examina-
tion every year to be part 
of the country’s coveted 
civil services.

The decision on an-
nouncement of fresh 
date was taken in a meet-
ing held by the Commis-
sion to review the pre-
vailing situation due to 
COVID-19 lockdown.

“Taking note of the 
opening of lockdown and 

progressive relaxations be-
ing announced by the Cen-
tral government and vari-
ous states, the Commission 
decided to issue a revised 
schedule of examination/
recruitment tests,” the 
UPSC said in a statement.

According to the re-
vised calendar, the civil 
services preliminary ex-
amination 2020 will be 
held on October 4 (Sun-
day). The main examina-
tion 2020 will begin from 
January 8, 2021 (Friday) 
for five days, it said.

“The dates of notifica-
tion, commencement and 
duration of examinations/
recruitment tests are lia-
ble to alteration, if the cir-
cumstances so warrant,” 
the Commission said.

Personality tests for 
civil services (main) ex-
amination, 2019, for re-
maining candidates are 
being resumed from July 
20, it said, adding “can-
didates will be informed 
individually.”
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New Delhi, June 5 
(PTI): India saw a re-
cord single-day jump of 
9,851 coronavirus cases 
and 273 deaths on Fri-
day, pushing the nation-
wide infection tally to 
2,26,770 and the death 
toll to 6,348, according 
to the Union health min-
istry.

India stood seventh 
among the nations worst 
hit by the COVID-19 pan-
demic after the US, Bra-
zil, Russia, the UK, Spain 
and Italy.

The number of active 
COVID-19 cases stood at 
1,10,960 while 1,09,461 
people have recovered 
and one patient has mi-
grated, it said.

“Thus, around 48.27 
per cent patients have 
recovered so far,” a se-
nior health ministry of-
ficial said.

The total confirmed 
cases includes foreigners.

Of the 273 deaths re-
ported since Thursday 
morning, 123 were in 
Maharashtra, 44 in Delhi, 
33 in Gujarat, 16 in Ut-
tar Pradesh, 12 in Tamil 
Nadu, 10 in West Bengal, 
six each in Telangana and 
Madhya Pradesh, four 
each in Karnataka, Bi-
har and Rajasthan, three 
each in Andhra Pradesh 
and Kerala, two in Ut-
tarakhand and one each 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
Haryana and Jharkhand.

Of the total 6,348 
fatalities, Maharashtra 
tops tally with 2,710 
deaths followed by Gu-
jarat with 1,155 deaths, 
Delhi with 650, Madhya 
Pradesh with 377, West 
Bengal with 355, Uttar 
Pradesh with 245,?Tamil 
Nadu with 220,? Rajast-
han with 213,, Telangana 
with 105 and Andhra 
Pradesh with 71 deaths.

The death toll 
reached 57 in Karnataka 
and 47 in Punjab. Jammu 
and Kashmir has report-
ed 35 fatalities due to 
the disease, Bihar has 29, 
Haryana has 24 deaths, 

Kerala has 14, Uttara-
khand has 10, Odisha has 
seven and Jharkhand has 
reported six deaths so far.

Himachal Pradesh 
and Chandigarh have 
registered five COVID fa-
talities each, Assam has 
recorded four deaths 
while Chhattisgarh has 
reported two deaths so 
far Meghalaya and La-
dakh have reported one 
COVID-19 fatality each, 
according to the ministry 
data.?

According to the min-
istry’s website, more 
than 70 per cent of the 
deaths are due to comor-
bidities.

According to the 
health ministry data up-
dated in the morning, the 
highest number of con-
firmed cases in the coun-
try are from Maharashtra 
at 77,793, followed by 
Tamil Nadu at 27, 256, 
Delhi at 25,004, Guja-
rat at 18,584, Rajasthan 
at 9,862, Uttar Pradesh 
at 9,237 and Madhya 
Pradesh at 8,762.

The number of CO-
VID-19 cases has gone up 
to 6,876 in West Bengal, 
4,493 in Bihar,?4,320 in 
Karnataka and?4,223 in 
Andhra Pradesh

It has risen to?3,281 
in Haryana, 3,147 in 
Te l a n ga n a , ? 3 , 1 4 2 ? i n 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
2,478 in Odisha.

Punjab has reported 
2,415 coronavirus infec-
tion cases so far while 
Assam has 1,988 cases. 
A total of 1,588 people 
have been infected with 
the virus in Kerala and 
1,153 in Uttarakhand.

Jharkhand has regis-
tered 793 cases, Chhattis-
garh has 756, Tripura has 
644, Himachal Pradesh 
has?383, Chandigarh has 
301 cases, Manipur has 
124, Goa has 166 and La-
dakh has 90 cases.

Puducherry has 
82?COVID-19 cases, Na-
galand has 80, Arunachal 
Pradesh has 42?while 
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335

 
~ SummitTIMES ~
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HAVE  A STORY TO SHARE? 
email us: news@summittimes.com

It is informed that an herbal garden is also being 
set up at the Raj Bhawan premises under the direc-
tion of the Governor.

Updating the gathering on the increased forest 
coverage in the State today, Shri Srivastava acknowl-
edged the high level of self awareness and efforts of 
the people of Sikkim towards conservation and pres-
ervation of the environment. He added that the cur-
rent COVID-19 pandemic has also brought us closer 
in realising the relationship and interdependence be-
tween human and environment.

He apprised about the State level online quiz com-
petition on environment being hosted by the depart-
ment today which has cash prize of Rs. 20,000/-, Rs. 
15,000/- and Rs. 10,000/- for the winners.

Medicinal herb...

A common examination for both NDA& NA Exam 
(I) and NDA&NA Exam (II), 2020 will be held on Sep-
tember 6, 2020, the UPSC said.

The recruitment test for the posts of Enforcement 
Officer/Accounts Officer in the Employees’ Provident 
Fund Organization (EPFO), earlier scheduled to be 
held on October 4, 2020, has been deferred, it said.

“New date for conduct of this recruitment test will 
be published on the website of the Commission at the 
time of issue of calendar of examinations/recruit-
ment tests for 2021,” the Commission added.

Civil services...

Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Meghalaya have 
registered 33 infections each

Mizoram has reported 17 cases, Dadar and Nagar 
Haveli has 12 cases while Sikkim has reported two 
cases till now

“7,610 cases are being reassigned to states,” the 
ministry said on its website adding “Our figures are 
being reconciled with the ICMR.”

State-wise distribution is subject to further verifi-
cation and reconciliation, it said.

India’s COVID-...

A home away from home: Sumbuk Senior 
Secondary School facility quarantine

Sumbuk, 05 Jun (IPR): While 
the world is grappling with 
an invisible enemy, people are 
trying to understand how to 
live with the threat posed by 
a virus. The coronavirus hit 
us by surprise, and consumed 
us within months. Nobody 
predicted that it would kill so 
many people, force countries 
to lockdown, shut schools and 
public spaces and put our life 
on hold. But we can’t be para-
lyzed with the fear of a virus 
forever and thus in this en-
deavour the State Government 
has facilitated the homecoming 
of thousands of stranded Sik-
kimese home to reunify them 
with their respective families 
in this difficult times.

South District Administra-
tion has set up a number of 
quarantine facilities (paid and 
free) under South District to 
put up the returnees belong-
ing to South district. One such 
facility is the Sumbuk Senior 
Secondary school (SSS) facil-
ity quarantine (FQ) that was 
added to the list of already 
existing quarantine facilities 
and was set up following the 
official notification on 21 May, 
2020.  SDM Namchi, Agawane 
Rohan is the Nodal officer of 
this free of cost quarantine fa-
cility and BDO Sumbuk, Kiran 
Thatal is the Incharge of this 
free of cost facility. This facil-
ity under Melli constituency is 

being manned with a system-
atic regime and a management 
who are following all health 
and safety protocol issued by 
the Health & Family Welfare 
Department. 

Sumbuk SSS facility quar-
antine has a capacity to accom-
modate a total strength of 90 
returnees at a time. The four 
storey structure is divided as 
per requirement where the top 
floor of the building is dedi-
cated to the police and medical 
team while the rest of the three 

levels are for returnees. Keep-
ing in mind the social stigma 
and fear amongst the public of 
the locality regarding housing 
the returnees, the administra-
tion has ensured reasonable 
sealing up of the quarantine 
premises where entry and 
exit of people is regulated at 
all times. The registration and 
record book of the people 
housed at the FQ is also be-
ing maintained by the staff of 
BAC Sumbuk for reference and 
documentation purposes. As 

for the living quarters for the 
returnees, rooms have been 
allocated duly maintaining the 
social distancing accord of 5 
meters. The returnees staying 
at each level also have the ease 
of using nine individual bath-
rooms and restrooms at a time 
on the same floor which aids 
hygiene as well ease of move-
ment for them. It is also befit-
ting to add here that inorder to 
comply with the social distanc-
ing norms, Sumbuk SSS facility 
quarantine is currently utilis-

ing its hall where a total of 
seven to eight people are being 
accommodated while the au-
thorities have alloted a medi-
um sized room to a maximum 
of three to four people to avoid 
overcrowding. The officials 
have also ascertained that the 
food served to the returnees 
housed at the centre is both 
nutritious and palatable at the 
same time. Other needs of rec-
reation are also well taken care 
of by the centre which includes 
people of all ages coming from 
various walks of life.

Though the District Admin-
istration is doing their best 
in providing the best support 
and logistic assistance to the 
returnees of South Sikkim it 
is also our duty as responsible 
citizens to follow the norms of 
social distancing while going 
about our daily activities. We 
can start with the simple prac-
tice of vigilant hand washing, 
hand hygiene, keeping hand 
sanitizer with us in a ready 
supply wherever we might be. 
We can also avert people about 
stigma associated to Corono 
Virus. Having an attitude of 
gratitude towards the health-
care workers including doc-
tors, nurses, healthcare profes-
sionals as well as safaikarm-
acharis and police personnel 
who are all rendering their ser-
vices tirelessly in this situation 
of crisis is the way forward. 

Alkem celebrates World 
Environment Day 

Rhenock teachers discuss efficacy of online classes

World Environment 
Day observed at Kabi

NHPC celebrates World Environment Day

Rangpo taxi drivers 
and owners celebrate 

World Environment Day

World Environment Day 
observed at Rongli

World Environment Day 
observed at Naga-Namgor

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 05 Jun:

World Environment 
Day was observed 

with planting of differ-
ent ornamental plants by 
Rongli Forest Territorial 
at Rongli Bazaar today, a 
press release informs. 

The programme was 
chaired by Chujachen 
Area Incharge, Damber 
Pradhan and was accom-
panied by SDM Rongli, PR 
Dulal, SDPO, ML Pradhan, 
PI Rongli PS, BDO Reghu 

BAC, SKM CLC members, 
Forest Department Rong-
li and different depart-
ment officers. BO Rongli, 
Nim Topden conduct the 
programme while ACF 
(T), BS Tamang gave the 
welcome speech and talk 
about the importance of 
this day.

Area Incharge, Dam-
ber Pradhan also spoke 
about the importance of 
the Day and RO (T), Benu 
K Rai gave vote of thanks 
towards the end.

Mangan, 05 Jun (IPR): 
World Environment Day, 
2020 with the theme 
“Celebrate Biodiversity” 
was observed at Naga-
Namgor, North Sikkim to-
day. The programme was 
organized by the Mangan 
Territorial Range, North 
Territorial Division, For-
est and Environment De-
partment with the partic-
ipation of DFO Territorial 
North, RO, field staff, NT 
Lepcha (Ex-Upadhak-

shya/north), Dorjee Tak 
Lepcha, Zilla, President 
(Toong Naga GPU), So-
nam Lepcha, Panchayat 
President, JFMC mem-
bers and local public.

 As to commemorate 
the day 150 numbers of 
saplings of Hydrangea 
Neelkamal and Azalea 
were planted at the 
road side areas from 
Naga Gumpa Road to 
Naga Block Office as 
avenue plants.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 05 Jun:

Rhenock Junior High school held 
a short staff meeting today to 

seek feedback from the teachers 
on online classes amid the lock-
down, a press release informs. 

The meeting was attended by 
CRC coordinators, Dilip Dhungana 
from BAC Rhenock and Lizamit 
Lepcha from Tarpin SS. The coor-
dinators suggested some effective 
measures for the teachers to be 

implemented for the maximum 
participation of students in the on-
going online classes. 

The teachers on the other 
hand apprised them with individ-
ual feedback comprising of their 
personal experiences, challeng-
es, coverage of syllabus, number 
of students being assessed and 
other important information re-
lated to the online classes in the 
meeting. 

The headmaster of the school, 

Sonam Dorjee Bhutia has instruct-
ed all the teachers to call students 
who are still deprived of What-
sApp or any other mode of classes 
started by the school along with 
their respective parents/guard-
ians urgently in the school on com-
ing Tuesday to discuss about alter-
native yet effective learning means 
for those groups. 

The meeting was also attended 
by a guardian SMC member Punam 
Doimary, and Peggyla Bhutia.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 05 Jun:

Rangpo Local Taxi 
Drivers cum Owners 

Welfare Association or-
ganized a day-long plan-
tation cum cleanliness 
drive from Rangpo to 
Duga on the occasion of 
World Environment Day. 
The saplings for the drive 

were provided by the 
Rangpo Block Forest Di-
vision. Drivers and mem-
bers of the association 
planted more than 300 
saplings of different va-
rieties. The association 
members also pledged 
to take responsibility 
and care of all saplings 
planted today.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 05 Jun:

Every year on 05 June, 
World Environment 

Day is celebrated all over 
world and Alkem Labora-
tories Ltd also celebrated 
World Environment Day 
at all its Units at Kum-
rek, Samardung and 
Jholungey, Sikkim. This 

year World Environment 
Day is celebrated with 
the theme of “Time and 
Nature”, a press release 
informs.

The plantation drive 
resulted in planting 
around 500 saplings at 
all units of Alkem in the 
open space in and around 
the factory premises.

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
Mangan, 05 Jun:

The district level 
World Environment 

Day for North Sikkim 
was observed at Kabi 
in North Sikkim today 
maintaining social dis-
tancing norms. Saplings of 
different species of flow-
ering and fruit bearing 
plants were planted in and 
around SDM complex. 

Also in the function 
today the saplings of me-
dicinal plant of “Gurjo” 
(Tinospora Cordifolia) 
were distributed to the 
people.  

The function was 
graced by SDM Kabi, 
Prem Gurung in presence 

of DFO, Social Forestry, 
Jigdel Lachungpa, DFO, 
Land Use North, Sonam 
Wangdi Bhutia, ACF Land 
Use, TW Lachungpa, ACF 
(T) North, Manzil Kharel, 
ACF NTFP North, Pem 
Diki Sherpa, BDO Kabi, 
Panchayat President, 
Thinley Ongmu Bhutia 
and other officials.  

The function also had 
an essay and painting 
competition on the envi-
ronment day where the 
winners were awarded 
with prizes and certifi-
cates. The forest depart-
ment today also distrib-
uted dustbins to SDM 
office, BDO Office and the 
Kabi Check Post.  

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 05 Jun:

Teesta-V Power Sta-
tion & Teesta-VI HE 

Project organized World 
Environment Day at Bal-
utar East Sikkim on 05 

Jun. More than 150 tree 
saplings were planted by 
the employees and their 
family members in Resi-
dential Colony at Balutar 
& Barrage Complex at 
Sherwani. 

Migrants returning to Mum-
bai in hope of a new dawn

Gorakhpur (UP), Jun 
5 (PTI): A large number 
of migrant workers who 
returned home during 
the COVID-19 lockdown 
have begun heading back 
to their previous places 
of work in hope of a new 
beginning, realising that 
they have no jobs match-
ing their skills in their 
native places.

Two trains leave Gor-
akhpur daily for Mumbai 
and one every alternate 
day, and they are largely 
carrying migrant work-
ers to their destination.

Kushinagar Express 
and Gorakhpur Mumbai 
LTT Sant Kabir Dham CO-
VID-19 super fast special 
trains go daily to Mumbai, 
while Awadh COVID-19 
special, running between 
Gorakhpur and Bandra ter-
minals, leave Gorakhpur on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fri-
days and Saturdays.

Although the trains 
heading to Mumbai are 
not still fully filled, they 
head back largely car-
rying migrants workers 
who returned home in 
panic and haste.

Industries in Maha-
rashtra’s green zones 
have started functioning 
and calling back workers 
who returned home dur-
ing the lockdown.

Once the workers 
reach Mumbai, they will 
be stamped at railway 
stations and after spend-

ing 14 days in home-
quarantine, they will 
be able to resume their 
work.

Mahrajganj native Sa-
tyendra Kushwaha, while 
waiting at Gorakhpur 
railway station for his 
train to Mumbai, told PTI, 
I was working in a lami-
nation company between 
Pune and Mumbai. My fam-
ily lives in my village. Dur-
ing lockdown I became job-
less and my savings started 
decreasing. A month back I 
reached my village, partly 
walking and partly taking 
a lift in a truck. But I’m re-
turning now as my factory 
is calling me back and there 
is no work for me here akin 
to my skills, he said.

Another migrant 
worker, Ram Manohar 
(40) of Pipraich area in 
Gorakhpur, was return-
ing to Nasik with his wife 
and two children.

I was working in a 
bag manufacturing firm. 
I became jobless after 
the lockdown. In my vil-
lage here, my two broth-
ers and their families 
live in our small ancestral 
house and do farming on 
a small piece of land, and 
also work as farm labour-
ers, said Manohar. I was 
earning well in Nasik. I 
realised very soon that I 
can’t survive here. Now 
my company is calling me 
back as manufacturing has 
resumed there, he added.   
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Minister attends interactive 
session with farmers

SKM students’ wing undertakes 
plantation drive at NBBDC

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 05 Jun: 

On the occasion of 
Saga Dawa and 

World Environment Day, 
Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha’s Vidyarti Morcha ex-
ecutive members carried 
out a plantation drive at 
Nar Bahadur Bhandari 
Degree College campus 
here at Tadong on Friday. 

During the drive, a 
total of 150 saplings of 

flowering plants were 
planted by Lok Sabha MP 
Indra Hang Subba, Upper 
Tadong MLA GT Dhungel 
along with central com-
mittee vice president 
Bhim Kumari Sharma, 
president Sonam Chopel 
Sherpa, chief convenor 
Karma Tashi Bhutia, gen-
eral secretary-II Tsher-
ing Wangchuk Lepcha 
and NE convenor Tirtha 
Sharma of student’s wing 

and other party workers 
and the college staffs.

It is informed that 
saplings were provided 
by the Forest Depart-
ment. On the occasion, 
NBBDC staff led by the 
Vice Principal also had 
a brief meeting on vari-
ous issues, informs an 
SKM press release is-
sued by its secretary 
[press & publicity], Ran-
jana Pradhan.

Atlas Cycles shuts operations 
at last manufacturing unit

New Delhi, Jun 5 (PTI): 
Atlas Cycles - a name 
that became a synonym 
for bicycles in India - has 
shut its last manufactur-
ing unit in Sahibabad, 
just outside the national 
capital, citing lack of 
funds to run the factory.

Its CEO N P Singh 
Rana, however, insists 
the shutdown is only 
temporary, and the com-
pany will resume opera-
tions once it is able to 
raise around Rs 50 crore 
by selling surplus land.

The company shut the 
factory on June 3, which 
ironically was also the 
World Bicycle Day. It laid 
off 431 remaining em-
ployees, though Rana in-
sists they continue to be 
on the roll of the compa-
ny and will be paid “lay-
off wages” upon marking 
attendance daily.

While he did not elab-
orate on the payment to 
employees, “lay-off wag-
es” typically equal to 50 
per cent of basic salary 
and dearness allowance.

The plant, the biggest 
in the country, started in 
1989. It was the last op-
erational plant of the At-
las Cycles with a monthly 
production of over two 
lakh bicycles.

Employees claimed 
the unit was shut without 
notice.

On Wednesday, a no-
tice was pasted on the 
factory gates that read: 
“... the company had been 
passing through a fi-
nancial crisis for several 
years and had exhausted 
all its funds to keep the 
factory afloat. But now, 
there are no funds left. 
We are facing difficulty in 

arranging funds for our 
day-to-day operations. 
We are also unable to buy 
raw materials. In these 
conditions, the manage-
ment is not in a position 
to operate the factory.”

However, the laid off 
employees have been 
asked to mark atten-
dance except on holidays, 
failing which they would 
not be entitled to any lay-
off entitlements.

The company started 
making losses in 2014 
and its first plant in 
Malanpur was shut down 
in December 2014. The 
losses continued to mar 
the growth and its sec-
ond plant in Sonipat, 
Haryana was also closed 
in February 2018.

The Sonipat plant 
was the first unit estab-
lished in 1951 by Janki-
das Kapoor. Starting 
from a modest tin shed 
at Sonepat, Atlas Cycle 
Industries Ltd catapult-
ed into a 25-acre fac-
tory complex in just 12 
months.

It soon became In-
dia’s largest bicycle 
manufacturer and was 
the official supplier of bi-

cycles to the 1982 Asian 
Games held in the na-
tional capital. The finan-
cial crunch it faced since 
2014 turned from bad 
to worse in the last one-
and-a-half years and the 
coronavirus lockdown 
only compounded it.

“We have not closed 
down the plant. In fact, 
there has been a lot of mis-
information...The plant is 
very well open, we have not 
terminated any employee. 
We have only temporarily 
suspended the operations,” 
Rana told PTI.

The company had on 
June 2 informed bourses 
the Sahibabad unit of the 
company is not in a posi-
tion to resume manufac-
turing operations due to 
financial constraints.

Hence, the workforce 
of the Sahibabad unit of 
the company will be laid 
off with effect from June 
3, 2020, till adequate ar-
rangement of funds is 
made,” Atlas Cycles had 
said in a regulatory filing.

Explaining the situ-
ation, Rana said, “All the 
employees are on the 
rolls of the company...
Laying off does not mean 

that people have been 
terminated or their em-
ployment is discontin-
ued. Laying off is a pro-
vision in the law where 
people are required to 
come once in a day to 
sign their attendance...So 
currently they are on the 
rolls of the company and 
they will continue to get 
their employment. They 
will get the lay-off wages 
for their period.”

He said the worker’s 
strength at the plant was 
800 in 2017 but the “fi-
nance situation was getting 
from bad to worse in the 
last one-and-a-half years, 
presently we have laid off 
only 431 employees”.

Commenting on the 
road ahead for Atlas Cy-
cles, he said, “We have 
already put up an appli-
cation to the NCLT seek-
ing permission to sell 
our surplus land. Once 
we get the permission, 
we will sell off our sur-
plus land and the surplus 
land money will be much 
higher to pay back all the 
dues of suppliers and our 
people and we will re-
sume production.”

When asked how 

much fund the compa-
ny was looking to raise 
by selling surplus land, 
Rana said, “We have a lot 
of land bank. We are only 
looking for a small fund 
to run the day-to-day 
operations. We are just 
looking for Rs 50 crore at 
the moment.”

On the expected time-
line for resumption, Rana 
said it is difficult to say 
as “NCLT has given us a 
date for June 18. As soon 
as we get permission we 
will advertise to sell the 
land and as soon as we 
get the funds from the 
prospective buyers we 
will resume production.”

The Sahibabad unit 
has an installed capacity of 
40 lakh units per annum. 
However, the company was 
producing about 1.5 lakh to 
2 lakh bicycles per month, 
he said.

Started in 1950 from 
Sonipat, Atlas Cycles 
grew to emerge as India’s 
largest cycle manufacturer 
in 1965. It even ventured 
overseas and became one 
of the top bicycle producing 
companies in the world with 
a capacity to produce 40 lakh 
bicycles per year.

However, as the mode of 
mobility changed with the 
advent of automobiles, 
Atlas Cycles began to face 
headwinds, which came 
to a head recently.

“We have not been 
able to sustain and we are 
not able to gather funds to 
continue our day-to-day 
operations. So we put the 
operations (at Sahibabad) 
in suspension for a very 
temporary period,” Rana 
said, adding “the coronavi-
rus pandemic was another 
blow to us”. 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gyalshing, 05 Jun: 

Agriculture Minister 
Loknath Sharma at-

tended an interactive ses-
sion with the farmers of 
Arithang Chongrang GPU 
under Yuksam Tashiding 
constituency today. Dep-
uty Director of Sikkim 
Legislative Assembly and 
area MLA, Sangey Lep-
cha was also present at 
the event along with the 
officials of agriculture, 
horticulture and animal 
husbandry department. 

At the outset, of-
ficials of agriculture, 
horticulture and animal 
husbandry department 
deliberated on various 
agricultural policies and 
other important methods 
to be necessarily adopted 
in the agricultural sector 
for ensuring healthy re-
turns from farm based ac-
tivities. The farmers were 
also sensitized about fa-
cilities ensured by the con-
cerned departments from 
procuring organic prod-
ucts from the farmers to 
proper marketing system. 
Information on various 
kinds of diseases in crops 
and domestic animals and 
their medications for con-
tainment of such diseases 
were also provided to 
the farmers. The officials 
maintained that Yuksam 
Tashiding constituency 
has a potential to grow 
as an agricultural hub if 
the farming is practiced 
in systematic and exten-
sive way. They shared 
that suitable weather 
condition of Yuksam 
Tashiding constituency is 
favourable for cultivation 

of cherry pepper locally 
known as Dalley Khor-
sani, ginger, pea and oth-
er kinds of vegetables. 

The managing direc-
tor of Sikkim Milk Union, 
AB Karki informed the 
farmers about scope 
of dairy farming in the 
state. He informed that 
in order to bring about 
economic development 
of farmers invovled in 
dairy farming the price of 
milk would be increased. 
He added that an innova-
tive step would be taken 
for commercialization of 
cattle dung and urin in 
the form of organic ma-
nures and sanitizers in 
the state.

Minister Sharma in 
his address informed that 
the state government has 
formed a comprehensive 
farmers friendly policies 
regarding development 
of agricultural sector in 
the state. He maintained 
that transformation of 
agriculture sector from 
primitive to scientific is 
necessary to enhance the 
productivity. Apprising 
the farmers about provi-
sion of Krishi loan, Shar-
ma said that the state gov-
ernment has formulated 
policies to avail loan to the 
needy farmers. He further 
added that banking sec-
tor in the state will dedi-
cate every Wednesday of 
each month for the farm-
ers’ related works and if 
the works concerning the 
farmers go unattended 
then a strong action will 
be taken. 

He directed the farm-
ers to seek recommen-
dation from respective 

area MLAs for availing 
agricultural loan. Minis-
ter assured agricultural 
loan upto 10 lakh for the 
Farmers Producers Orga-
nizations. He maintained 
that farmers are being fa-
cilitated through various 
schemes and stressed 
for need of proper utili-
zations of provided facili-
ties. Pitching for economic 
resurrection of the farm-
ers, Minister Sharma ex-
pressed that priority must 
be reserved for agricultur-
al sector of the state. 

He further informed 
that only 6000 farmers 
have been included in the 
PM Kishan Scheme and 
directed the workforce of 
concerned department 
to reach out to the left 
out farmers so that they 
may get included in the 
said scheme.

Some of the demands 
such as formation of 
FPOs in GPU, transporta-
tion facilities for export-
ing cherry pepper (Dal-
ley Khorsani), agricultur-
al equipments, milching 
cow distributions to the 
farmers, upgradation of 
veterinary centre and 
others. Replying to de-
mands placed by the 
people of GPU, minister 
Loknath Sharma assert-
ed that all the demands 
would be considered. 

Token of agricultural 
equipments were also dis-
tributed to the beneficiary 
farmers at the event. 

Minister Loknath 
Sharma later visited Nes-
sa and inspected cherry 
pepper farms there 
and interacted with the 
farmers.

Trump heads to rural Maine but 
won’t escape demonstrators

Washington, Jun 5 (AP): Maine’s 
Democratic governor is urging Presi-
dent Donald Trump to watch his tone 
during a visit to the state Friday to 
showcase a company that makes spe-
cialised swabs for coronavirus testing.

And the sheriff in the state’s most 
rural county is urging those expected 
to protest Trump’s visit and those who 
support him to behave themselves as 
demonstrations continue around the 
country over the death of George Floyd 
in Minneapolis.

Trump has drawn criticism for urg-
ing governors to dominate protest-
ers and toss perpetrators of violence 
in prison, and for his administration’s 
move earlier this week to forcibly clear 
out peaceful protesters near the White 
House so the president could walk to a 
nearby church to pose for photos hold-
ing up a Bible. Gov. Janet Mills, a Demo-
crat, this week urged the Republican 
president to check the rhetoric at the 
door and abandon the divisive words” 
during his visit.

“I hope he will heed this call and ap-
peal to the best in all people and lead us 
with courage and compassion through 
this difficult time,” she said Thursday.

During a call earlier this week with 
governors, Mills told the president she 
was concerned about security prob-
lems for our state if Trump visited be-
cause of his harsh remarks about han-
dling demonstrators.

The president said her remarks only 
made him more determined to come, 
adding, she just doesn’t understand 
me very well. Mills has said she will be 
working during Trump’s visit.

Trump’s first visit to Maine since 
taking office will take him to Guilford, 
population 1,500, home to Puritan 
Medical Products, one of only two ma-
jor companies producing a special type 
of swab needed to ramp up coronavirus 
testing. The other is in Italy.

More than 350 workers in Guilford 
have been working long hours since the 
pandemic began.

There is pressure. There’s always 
not enough. There’s always not enough. 

You’re always working to provide the extra 
capacity that’s needed, co-owner Timothy 
Templet told The Associated Press. We’re 
doing our best to supply the needs. It’s criti-
cal that our country is taken care of.” The 
Trump administration is providing USD 
75.5 million through the Defense Produc-
tion Act for Puritan to double production to 
40 million swabs a month, and the compa-
ny plans to open a second production site 
by July 1.

Trump is also scheduled to meet 
with members of the commercial fish-
ing industry in Maine earlier in the 
day. He’s set to fly into Bangor, where a 
group of demonstrators has pledged to 
have a presence, in the afternoon.

“It’s not the right time for him to be 
coming to our state, said Marie Follayt-
tar, director of Mainers for Accountable 
Leadership, which is helping organise 
the demonstration. Normally, Friday’s 
events would make for a friendly visit 
for Trump in a congressional district 
that awarded him an electoral vote in 
the 2016 election.

But it comes against the backdrop 
of demonstrations across Maine and 
the nation following Floyd’s death after 
being detained by police. Video showed a 
white police officer pressing his knee on 
the neck of Floyd, who was black, while 
Floyd was handcuffed on the ground 
and pleading that he couldn’t breathe. In 
Maine, the nation’s whitest state, there 
were four consecutive days of demon-
strations. Earlier in the week, more than 
1,000 people gathered in Portland, stop-
ping traffic, setting trash cans afire and 
pelting police with objects. More than 30 
people have been arrested.

All four members of Maine’s con-
gressional delegation, including Repub-
lican Sen. Susan Collins, have been criti-
cal of Trump’s actions this week.

Piscataquis County Sheriff Robert 
Young said he’s spoken to organisers 
of a planned demonstration during 
Trump’s visit and said their “motives 
and intent are good.” They want to 
speak for social change and are heart-
broken by what they see happening to 
their country, he said.

Ex Amnesty Int’l official booked 
for “offensive” remarks

Bengaluru, Jun 5 (PTI): A 
case has been registered 
against former Executive 
Director of human rights 
advocacy group Amnesty 
International Aakar Patel 
for posting an “offensive” 
content on social media, 
which allegedly sought 
to instigate a section of 
people against the gov-
ernment.

The case was reg-
istered on Tuesday fol-
lowing a complaint by 
the police inspector of 
JC Nagar police station 
alleging that the twitter 
post by Patel was “offen-
sive.”

Referring to the pro-
tests in cities across the 
US following the death of 
an African American man 
in police custody, Patel in 
a tweet on May 31 said, 
“We need protests like 
these from Dalits, Mus-
lims, Adivasis, poor and 

women. World will no-
tice. Protest is a craft.”

The case has been 
registered for making 
comments conducing to 
public mischief and giv-
ing provocation with in-
tent to cause riot.

Reacting to the police 
action against Patel, Di-
rector of Amnesty Inter-
national India, Avinash 
Kumar said, “The FIR 
filed by the Bengaluru 
police against Aakar Pa-
tel is just another exam-
ple of how the right to 
dissent is being increas-
ingly criminalised in the 
country.”

“The Bengaluru po-
lice must stop abusing 
its authority and put an 
end to the intimidation 
and harassment of Aakar 
Patel for exercising his 
constitutionally guaran-
teed right to freedom of 
expression. 
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The Challenges of Being Local
Sharing is not always the same as 

dilution

Now that some public interest has been generated 
on local-nonlocal issues and the issues of 

belonging to Sikkim, the State should discuss the 
issue threadbare.

The Local-Nonlocal issue is an easy divide to 
tease; something that lazy politicians and even lazier 
agent provocateurs are wont to tickle often and 
whenever they feel the need to be noticed. Politics 
and its sidekicks have a tendency to seed irrationally 
high aspirations, inflated senses of entitlement and 
shrinking opportunities; as a result, refusal to share 
becomes an easy position to adopt. And while one may 
wish for society to be more open and accommodating, 
a refusal to be so, while unhealthy, is not necessarily 
illegal or unconstitutional. What is worrying however 
is when the public domain becomes occupied by 
voices which mistake protection to mean an exclusive 
club put together at the cost of denying others. For 
them, even some basic courtesies extended to those 
outside the club tantamount to dilution, and because 
those who understand the issues better do not speak 
up, noise routinely blanks out reason whenever such 
situations arise.

One sees such insular positions taken on a routine 
basis in locations as diverse as North India and the 
North East Region where the local-nonlocal argument 
often collapses into violence. It is disturbing to see 
what appear to be sane, “educated” and informed 
voices try and justify expressions of hate, but when 
appeals are made based on the belongingness of 
people, such positions become difficult to avoid, even 
for the sane, educated and the informed. Admittedly, 
irrational positions and shallow nationalism are not 
rare outpourings even in Sikkim, but the State has thus 
far been spared the ugliness of the more aggressive 
posturing or even sabre-rattling beyond the limited 
circulation of press conferences or the slightly wider, 
but socially limited, network of social media. 

There is never room for complacency though 
because issues have a habit of occasionally growing 
unexpectedly big in Sikkim – the protest by truck 
drivers, the Rule 4(4) protection movement and 
the college students’ showdown in recent years 
for instance. Hence, it is advisable that the divisive 
Frankenstein of local-nonlocal positioning is not 
allowed to grow any larger in Sikkim. The best way 
to do this would be to address all related issues in an 
open manner. 

To begin with, Sikkim should also realise that in the 
issues related to Residential Certificates, the groups 
receiving these documents are nonlocal only as far as 
their status on official documents in concerned, as far 
as the social milieu is concerned, they have been part 
of the local mix for more than forty years now and 
widely accepted as such. What is also apparent is that 
they will not be claiming anything which is exclusively 
protected for the Sikkim Subjects and are essentially 
being extended gestures which allow them a more 
dignified access to rights they already enjoy. 

But let us leave what privileges accrue to whom 
and whose share gets compromised for a later debate, 
for now, let’s extend the need for Sikkim to leverage 
such debates to discuss more issues more extensively 
and more openly. The quickness with which the 
Merger happened in 1975 and the short-sightedness 
with which several rules were drawn up and put into 
practice have led to situations which extend beyond 
just the demarcation of locals and non-locals in 
Sikkim. There is a staggered segregation even among 
the “locals” with official government notifications 
drawing up up to five categories of people who can 
be issued Certificates of Identification and among 
these five categories are three groups which enjoy 
different levels of privileges even though they are all 
“Sikkimese”. Complicating matters further are existing 
ambiguities and nonexistent guidelines for officials on 
who is to be certified as what in Sikkim. Added to this 
whole mix is the literal interpretations of the English 
in rules, something which the grandchildren of non-
locals who were in service of the Sikkim Government 
on or before 31 December, 1961 were shell-shocked 
by and what will dismay the great grandchildren of 
Sikkim Subjects in less than a decade. 

Too many complications have become rather 
vexed because they remained unaddressed for too 
long. Now, a situation has been created which has 
opened an opportunity to untangle the confusions. 
All that will be required will be for everyone to seek 
out transparency, fair-play and open minds. Invest 
these to the public debate and this will not be a very 
difficult problem to solve. And the “locals” will have to 
take the lead in opening such dialogues for it to have 
any durable results...

George Floyd protests show how the US has 
retreated from its position as a world leader

INDERJEET PARMAR
theconversation.com

The killing of George Floyd at the hands of the 
Minneapolis police has sparked a furious re-

sponse from all sections of American society. One 
poll showed that 55% of Americans believe police 
violence against the public is a major problem, 
while 58% support the view that racism is one of 
today’s biggest problems. Another poll showed 
two-thirds of Americans believe their country is 
heading in the wrong direction.

The US has been brought to this point by a long-
term legitimacy crisis of the American elite, ac-
companied by rising levels of mass discontent and 
coercive state responses. The Floyd killing appears 
to be the spark that lit the fuse. The protests are fu-
elled by anger at other recent deaths of minorities 
from police brutality, and at the disproportionate 
effects of the coronavirus pandemic on African-
Americans.

At the same time, America’s global image as 
world leader has further diminished as it adopts 
increasingly coercive attitudes to allies, competi-
tors, rivals and international institutions, to protect 
its positions in the face of greater competition. This 
is a long-term shift that President Donald Trump’s 
“America First” approach has systematically inten-
sified to previously unseen heights.

The European Union, using language normally 
reserved for undemocratic states, expressed grave 
concerns over Floyd’s killing and police response. 
It hoped “all the issues” related to the protests in 
the US “will be settled swiftly and in full respect for 
the rule of law and human rights”.

In the broadest sense, at home and internation-
ally, the US is moving towards coercion and the ex-
ercise of hard power, and away from its previous 
strategies based on soft power and international 
leadership.

RACISM AND FOREIGN POLICY
America, the land of the ethno-racial melting 

pot, is once again facing what the Swedish econ-
omist Gunnar Myrdal optimistically called The 
American Dilemma in 1944. He explained this as 
the chasm between white American’s apparently 
deeply-held creed of equality – a fundamental at-

tachment to democracy, freedom, equality and hu-
manity as defining core values – and the country’s 
glaring levels of racial inequality. 

In truth, Myrdal and his philanthropic sponsors 
at the Carnegie Corporation were imbued with the 
ideology of white supremacy and sought to find 
ways to preserve it on a global scale. In their view, 
the future of African-Americans lay in assimila-
tion into white culture because black culture was 
pathological.

Yet, there was also US elite recognition, in the 
context of the anti-Nazi second world war, that 
scientific racism and American racial segregation 
were politically untenable. This was reinforced by 
the needs of wartime production and the impera-
tives of US-Soviet cold war competition to recruit 
allies at the UN from among newly independent, 
post-colonial states.

The position was clear: for the US to lead the 
world, not just the west, it had to deal with its do-
mestic racial inequalities, or at least their most vis-
ible manifestations. This created permissive space for 
key Supreme Court decisions such as Brown vs Board 
of Education, which ended state-sanctioned racial 
segregation in schools. The permissive environment 
also helped create favourable conditions for the civil 
rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s.

To be a world leader after 1945, the US had to 
be seen to be anti-racist. The world was watching 
to see what kind of culture the fledgling American 
superpower really was.

FROM OBAMA TO TRUMP
Aspirations for a post-racial America soared 

with the election of President Barack Obama in 
2008. America’s moral authority, so severely dent-
ed by the Iraq War, seemed to have been rescued.

But the longed-for post-racial society was ex-
posed as a myth even before the end of Obama’s 
first term. Obama, known among pollsters as a 
moderate “no-demands black”, had largely circum-
vented issues of structural racism in a sea of soar-
ing rhetoric about the American dream. 

Despite two terms of office, poverty and in-
equality in general and especially for African-
Americans increased to levels greater than prior to 
Obama’s election, as did police violence. Numerous 
deaths of African-Americans occurred at the hands 

of the police during his presidency, leading to ma-
jor uprisings including in Ferguson, Missouri, in 
2014. And it was in the wake of Obama’s electoral 
victories that Trump, who questioned the presi-
dent’s very identity as an American, cut his politi-
cal teeth as a leader of the “birther” movement, and 
won the 2016 presidential election on a platform of 
(white) America First.

THE WHOLE WORLD IS WATCHING
American media has long projected its news 

and culture to a fascinated global audience. And the 
world has been watching as Trump tries to remake 
American identity along even starker racial lines. 
Trump harnessed growing anxieties among white, 
mainly Republican, voters, about an emerging non-
white majority in the US population, predicted by 
demographers to occur around 2044.

In foreign policy, Trump has controversially 
challenged, undermined and begun coercing or 
withdrawing from key institutions of the liberal 
international rules-based order. The US under 
Trump has stepped back from multilateral cooper-
ation, and “soft power”, and adopted a coercive and 
transactional approach to foreign policy steeped 
in America First nationalism. In doing so, it has re-
treated from its position as a world leader.

A world view based around ideas of western and 
white superiority is embedded in the Trump ad-
ministration at home and abroad. It is evident in its 
policies regarding immigrants, refugees and asylum 
seekers, and attitudes towards China. The immigrant 
is frequently portrayed as a disease-carrier, the coro-
navirus is “Chinese”, and China is a “non-Caucasian” 
challenger to US and western power.

This trend has been confirmed by the fourth 
resurrection of the infamously hawkish Committee 
on the Present Danger, a group of national security 
experts, think tank members and former military 
staff, some with links to the far right. This time its 
sole focus is on China, and it is headed by Trump’s 
former chief strategist, Stephen Bannon.

As Trump’s America seeks neither global ap-
proval nor cross-party electoral appeal, it no lon-
ger worries so much about who is watching. Coer-
cion is trumping leadership at home and abroad.

[the writer is Professor in International 
Politics, City, University of London]

The original Sars virus disappeared – here’s 
why coronavirus won’t do the same

CONNOR BAMFORD
theconversation.com

British cancer doctor Prof Karol 
Sikora recently claimed that the 

current COVID-19 pandemic would 
“burn itself out”. His thinking is that 
if there are more infections than we 
realise, and that those milder, unre-
corded infections result in robust im-
munity, then this would quickly lead 
to “herd immunity”, leaving the virus 
nowhere to go but extinct. Extend 
this to the world’s population and the 
virus eradicates itself.

But the idea that letting the virus 
run wild would protect us is unlikely 
to be valid. The antibody results com-
ing in suggest that only a small pro-
portion of people have been infected 
by SARS-CoV-2. In the UK, only an 
estimated 6.8% of people have had 
the virus; for France, the figure is just 
4.4%.

This means that we are far away 
from achieving herd immunity. It also 
suggests that the virus does indeed 
have the relatively high fatality rate 
that we’ve estimated.

This raises doubts that letting the 
virus burn itself out would be a sen-
sible, safe and ethical answer to the 
COVID-19 problem. It would be safer 
to imagine a future where we can live 
side by side with SARS-CoV-2.

Yet the virus that caused the orig-
inal Sars disease – SARS-CoV-1 – no 
longer haunts us. What can its disap-

pearance tell us about the likelihood 
of living in a world without SARS-
CoV-2?

WHY THE ORIGINAL SARS DISAP-
PEARED

It was evident by early 2004 that 
the Sars outbreak had ended. Start-
ing in 2002, this epidemic lasted 
about one and a half years, infecting 
at least 8,000 people and killing 10% 
of them. Although it mostly affected 
east Asian countries, by its end Sars 
had spread worldwide.

In the midst of the turmoil, there 
were fears that Sars could become 
a serious pandemic. The virus was 
passed on by respiratory transmis-
sion, had spread internationally and 
had the ability to cause significant 
disease.

In its final days, the outbreak 
bounced between humans and ani-
mals in wet markets across China. 
There would be a couple of smaller 
outbreaks linked to laboratory-ac-
quired virus transmissions, but no-
body would die from these.

Why did the original Sars epidemic 
come to end? Well, SARS-CoV-1 did not 
burn itself out. Rather, the outbreak 
was largely brought under control by 
simple public health measures. Test-
ing people with symptoms (fever and 
respiratory problems), isolating and 
quarantining suspected cases, and re-
stricting travel all had an effect.

SARS-CoV-1 was most transmis-
sible when patients were sick, and 

so by isolating those with symptoms, 
you could effectively prevent onward 
spread. Nearly everybody on the 
planet would remain susceptible to 
Sars in the decades following its dis-
appearance.

ENTER COVID-19
It is clear that our response to 

SARS-CoV-1 led to the extinction of 
that lineage of viruses in humans. 
But we also knew that very similar 
viruses continued to exist in bats. It’s 
possible that a very closely related 
Sars-like virus could emerge in the 
not-too-distant future.

Of course, this is what happened 
in late 2019, when SARS-CoV-2 
jumped into humans. In a few short 
months it had erupted into a pan-
demic, infecting millions of people 
worldwide and killing around 1% of 
those infected. While this new human 
coronavirus is distinct from the origi-
nal Sars virus, is it related.

In a similar timeframe to the 
original Sars, SARS-CoV-2 has proved 
to be more contagious but seemingly 
less deadly than its cousin was nearly 
20 years ago. An additional – and criti-
cal – concern is that SARS-CoV-2 is ef-
ficiently spread before people get sick. 
This makes traditional symptomatic-
based public health restrictions, which 
worked well for Sars, largely incapable 
of containing COVID-19.

CHALLENGES IN ERADICATION
In essence, this ease of transmis-

sion means that SARS-CoV-2 is infi-

nitely more challenging to control. 
We also have a poor understanding 
of whether catching and recovering 
from COVID-19 completely prevents 
you from catching the virus again 
and passing it on to others. Together, 
these factors mean that SARS-CoV-2 
will most likely settle into the human 
population, becoming an endemic vi-
rus like its coronavirus cousins that 
are major causes of colds every win-
ter.

While we haven’t been able to 
watch this “post-pandemic” scenario 
unfold for other human coronavirus-
es (although we strongly suspect this 
to have occurred in the not too dis-
tant past), we have ample evidence 
that this occurs with other viral in-
fections. Over the last 100 years or so 
we have had five influenza pandem-
ics, and descendants of the most re-
cent pandemic influenza virus (H1N1 
from 2009) continue to circulate in 
the population more than a decade 
later.

Given that we do not know how 
long natural immunity to COVID-19 
lasts, nor whether it is capable of 
blocking infection completely or only 
symptoms, it’s not clear that SARS-
CoV-2 could ever burn itself out. 
Therefore, our only option remains to 
suppress COVID-19 as much as pos-
sible until we have a safe and effec-
tive vaccine available to the masses.

[the writer is Research Fellow, 
Virology, Queen’s University Belfast]
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Two fresh COVID-19 cases in 
Arunachal; count rises to 44

COVID-19 cases cross 
2,000-mark in Assam

Guwahati, Jun 4 (PTI): The 
number of COVID-19 cases 
crossed the 2,000-mark in As-
sam with the addition of 243 
fresh ones on Thursday, after 
the state recorded the highest 
single-day spurt of 269 cases 
the previous day, Health Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma said.

The number of positive cases 
in the state is now 2,073. Since 
Wednesday, the state has re-
corded 512 cases.

The minister said 85 new 
cases were recorded on Thurs-
day night, 111 in the evening 
and 47 in the morning from dif-
ferent districts of the state.

Of the 85 new cases, 21 each 
were reported from Barpeta and 
Tinsukia, 14 from Dima Hasao, 
eight each from Dhemaji and 
Udalguri, five from Kamrup, four 
from Lakhimpur, three from Ka-
mrup (Rural) and one was re-
ported from Baksa, he said.

Of the 111 cases registered 
in the evening, 46 are from Ho-

jai, 28 from Udalguri, 11 from 
Kamrup, 10 from Nagaon, five 
from Morigaon, three each from 
Nalbari and Goalpara, two each 
from Golaghat and Jorhat and 
one case was from Dhubri.

Of the 47 cases recorded in 
the morning, 33 were from Ho-
jai, six from Dhemaji, four from 
Bongaigaon, three from Barpeta 
and one was from Baksa, the 
minister said.

Hojai has so far recorded 
the highest of 79 positive cases 
among the districts on Thurs-
day.

Meanwhile, 29 more patients 
have been cured and released 
from various hospitals, taking 
the number of those recovered 
to 442.

The discharged patients in-
clude 14 from the Mahendra 
Mohan Choudhury Hospital, 
five from Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed 
Hospital, four from Silchar Med-
ical College Hospital, three from 
Golaghat Civil Hospital, two 

from Dhemaji Civil Hospital and 
one from the Guwahati Medical 
College and Hospital.

Of the 2,073 cases, 1,624 are 
active, 442 have recovered and 
discharged from hospitals, four 
have died and three migrated 
out of the state, he said.

The third flight under the 
Vande Bharat Mission carry-
ing 69 passengers arrived from 
Ukraine’s Kiev at the Lokpriya 
Gopinath Bordoloi International 
Airport on Thursday, an Air-
ports Authority of India (AAI) 
spokesperson said.

A repatriation flight from 
Russia carrying 37 passengers 
arrived on Wednesday and an-
other from Kuwait with 155 pas-
sengers arrived on May 29. Alto-
gether 66 air passengers have 
tested positive for COVID-19 so 
far, including 30 from Kuwait, 
since flight operations resumed 
in the country on May 25.

Meanwhile, 62 passengers 
travelling in a Mumbai-Dibru-

garh Shramik Special train tried 
to escape institutional quaran-
tine by pulling the chain around 
300 metres from the Hojai rail-
way station on Wednesday.

A Railway Protection Force 
(RPF) team nabbed 57 of them 
from the spot and five oth-
ers were picked up from their 
homes, police said.

The number of cases in the 
state has recorded a steep in-
crease since inter-state move-
ment began on May 4.

Sample testing facilities in 
the state have increased and the 
Assam government’s aim in June 
is reduced institutional quaran-
tine, increased home quarantine 
and further increase in testing, 
officials said.

Assam has so far tested 
1,33,029 samples, with 2,073 
testing positive, 1,22,618 nega-
tive and the remaining are 
awaited, the daily bulletin of the 
state Health and Family Welfare 
Department said.

Bhubaneswar, June 
5 (PTI): Odisha FC on 
Friday announced the 
signing of young defend-
ers Hendry Antonay and 
Saurabh Meher for the 
next season of Indian Su-
per League (ISL).

Both Hendry and 
Saurabh represented 
the Indian Arrows in the 
previous season of the I-
League and were also a 
part of Chennaiyin FC.

T w e n t y - y e a r - o l d 
right-back Hendry had 
represented India dur-
ing the 2017 FIFA U-17 
World Cup while centre-

back Saurabh had also 
played for India in the 
age-group competitions.

Welcoming the 
youngsters to the club, 
president Rohan Shar-
ma said, “Both players 
have the utmost poten-
tial to become key mem-
bers of our exciting de-
fensive line.

“Saurabh has the 
versatility to play every-
where defensively which 
makes him a vital chess 
piece, and Hendry is 
probably one of the most 
exciting young Indian 
fullbacks right now.

Itanagar, Jun 5 (PTI): 
Two fresh COVID-19 cas-
es have been reported in 
Arunachal Pradesh, tak-
ing the state’s tally to 44 
on Friday, a senior health 
official said.

Of the 44 cases, 43 
are active and were re-
ported in the last 12 
days, he said.

The new patients are 
from Namsai and Chang-
lang districts and they had 
recently returned from 
other parts of the coun-
try, State Surveillance Of-
ficer (SSO) L Jampa said. 
Arunachal Pradesh’s first 

coronavirus patient was 
discharged from a hos-
pital in Lohit district on 
April 16.

Meanwhile, the 
Changlang district ad-
ministration has imposed 
restrictions on inter-cir-
cle movement of people 
in Diyun, Miao and Bor-
dumsa circles, except for 
medical emergencies and 
other exigencies, Deputy 
Commissioner Devansh 
Yadav said in an order.

The district has re-
ported 29 COVID-19 
cases, all returnees from 
other states, officials said.

Central team visits cyclone-hit 
areas of West Bengal

Kolkata, Jun 5 (PTI): 
A central team on Fri-
day visited several ar-
eas in South and North 
24 Parganas districts of 
West Bengal to assess the 
damage caused by Cy-
clone Amphan.

The seven-member 
team, headed by Joint 
Secretary (Cyber and 
Information Security) 
in the Ministry of Home 
Affairs Anuj Sharma, 
arrived in Kolkata on 
Thursday evening on a 
three-day visit.

The team was di-
vided into two groups 
and while one is visiting 

Patharpratima in South 
24 Parganas, the other 
went to Sandeshkhali in 
North 24 Parganas.

The central team is 
likely to conduct aerial 
survey and ground as-
sessment.

They will also be vis-
iting Namkhana in South 
24 Parganas district, and 
Hingalganj and Basirhat 
in North 24 Parganas dis-
trict, an official said.

On Saturday, the in-
ter-ministerial team will 
meet Chief Secretary Ra-
jiva Sinha along with oth-
er senior officials of the 
state government before 

leaving for the national 
capital, he said.

The cyclone left 98 
people dead and caused 
large-scale destruction 
to property in several 
districts of south Bengal.

Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee has said that 
the state suffered losses 
to the tune of Rs 1 lakh 
crore due to the cyclone.

During his visit to the 
cyclone-hit areas on May 
22, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi announced 
an advance relief of Rs 
1,000 crore for the state, 
which was then released 
by the Centre.

Congress, ZPM announce 
nominees for Mizoram RS poll

Aizawl, Jun 5 (PTI): 
Mizoram opposition par-
ties - the Zoram People’s 
Movement (ZPM) and 
the Congress - on Friday 
announced candidates 
for the June 19 election 
to state’s lone Rajya 
Sabha seat.

The ZPM nominated 
its general secretary B 
Lalchhanzova as its can-
didate, according to a 
statement issued by the 
party.

The Congress pre-
sented former minister 
PC Zoram Sangliana as 
its candidate for the RS 
seat, a party spokesper-
son said.

The ZPM and the 
Congress have seven 
and five MLAs respec-

tively in the 40-member 
Mizoram Assembly.

The ruling Mizo Na-
tional Front (MNF), 
which has 27 MLAs, on 
Thursday nominated 
the party’s former youth 
wing president K Kanlal-
vena as the candidate for 
the biennial election.

ZPM nominee B Lal-
chhanzova had unsuc-
cessfully contested the 
last Assembly polls in 
the Northeastern state in 
2018.

Congress candidate 
Zoram Sangliana had 
won Assembly elections 
in 1987, 1989, 1993 and 
2008. He was the state’s 
art and culture and trans-
port minister during 
2008-2013. Election to 

the lone Rajya Sabha seat 
in Mizoram will be held 
on June 19 along with 
23 seats in nine states, 
including three from the 
Northeastern region - 
Manipur, Meghalaya and 
Arunachal Pradesh.

The term of the in-
cumbent Rajya Sabha 
member Ronal Sapa Tlau 
of the Congress will ex-
pire on July 18.

The last date for fil-
ing nomination papers 
is June 9. While scrutiny 
of nomination papers 
would be held on June 
10, the last date for with-
drawal of candidature is 
June 12.

Votes will be counted 
on the day of the election, 
June 19.

ECoR to reward babies born 
on board Shramik trains

Bhubaneswar, Jun 5 
(PTI): Babies born on 
board Shramik Special 
trains will now be pre-
sented gifts by the East 
Coast Railway, which pio-
neered the noble concept 
by rewarding the mother 
of a newborn on Friday.

The gifts, to be given 
by ECoR officials on a 
voluntary basis, will be in 
the form of cash or kind, 
said a railway official.

All over Indian Rail-
ways, there is good news 
of babies being born on 
Shramik Special trains 
which is considered as 
a good and auspicious 
omen, the official added.

The geographical ju-
risdiction of the ECoR 
zone extends over three 
states encompassing al-
most all of Odisha and 
Bastar, Mahasamund 
& Dantewada districts 
of Chhattisgarh and 
Srikakulam district of 
Andhra Pradesh.

The zonal headquar-

ters is at Bhubaneswar.
The zone has three 

divisions-- Sambalpur, 
Khurda Road and Wal-
tair.

ECoR General Manag-
er, Vidya Bhushan, on Fri-
day made an announce-
ment that officials of 
the railway zone, on 
personal and voluntary 
basis, will sponsor a gift 
coupon to the new born 
babies in the jurisdiction 
of the zone, he said.

As a noble gesture, 
the GM , himself sent 
a gift amount of Rs 
5,000 for the baby born 
aboard a Shramik Spe-
cial at Titilagarh in Odi-
sha’ Balangir district on 
Friday morning.

The gift was sent to 
the child’s 19-year-old 
mother, Meena Kumbhar, 
he said.

The migrant wom-
an, who was returning 
home in Odisha after 
being stuck in Telan-
gana due to a lockdown, 

gave birth to a baby on 
Balangir-bound special 
train this morning.

Other senior officials 
have come forward to 
sponsor gift items in sub-
sequent cases, if any, of 
babies born in Shramik 
Special trains.

Since Shramik Special 
service started in May to 
carry stranded migrant 
workers to their home 
states during lockdown, 
as many as 37 children 
have been born on board 
these trains and on rail-
way premises in different 
parts of the country, an 
ECoR spokesperson said.

In ECoR jurisdiction, 
three babies have been 
born and all the three 
newborn along with their 
mothers were properly 
shifted to government 
hospitals.

Of the three ba-
bies, two were born at 
Titilagarh and one at 
Balangir, he said in a 
statement.
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ICC should wait for a suitable time 
to host T20 World Cup: Akram

Karachi, Jun 5 (PTI): 
Pakistan pace legend Wa-
sim Akram cannot visual-
ise a T20 World Cup hap-
pening behind closed 
doors and believes the 
ICC should wait for a 
“suitable time” to host 
the big-ticket event af-
ter the COVID-19 pan-
demic subsides.

There is speculation 
that the T20 World Cup 
scheduled to be held 
in Australia in Octo-
ber-November will be 
postponed due to the 
travel restrictions in 
place for the coronavirus 
outbreak.

“Personally, I don’t 
think it’s a good idea. 
I mean, how could you 
have a cricket World 
Cup without spectators,” 
Akram told ‘The News’ 
on Thursday.

“A World Cup is all 
about big crowds, spec-
tators coming from all 
parts of the globe to sup-
port their teams. It’s all 
about atmosphere and 
you cannot get it behind 
closed doors,” he said.

On May 28, the ICC 

had deferred a decision 
on the fate of the T20 
World Cup till June 10 
as it continued exploring 
contingency plans amid 
the raging pandemic that 
has derailed calendars 
worldwide.

“So I believe that they 
(ICC) should wait for a 
more suitable time and 
once this pandemic sub-
sides and restrictions are 
eased then we can have 
a proper World Cup,” 

he said. The ICC Cricket 
Committee has recently 
recommended a ban on 
the use of saliva to shine 
the ball but allowed 
sweat as an interim mea-
sure to counter the coro-
navirus threat. It also did 
not allow use of artificial 
substances. Akram said 
allowing sweat is not 
enough and ICC will have 
to find a “quick fix” to the 
problem.

“I’m sure fast bowl-

ers won’t like it if they 
are stopped from using 
saliva to shine the ball. 
They are allowing sweat 
but I can say for sure that 
it isn’t the same,” he said.

“You shine the ball 
with saliva and sweat is 
just something of an add-
on, a top-up. Too much 
use of sweat will leave 
the cricket ball too wet,” 
he added.

“I believe that they 
will need to find a rea-

sonable solution. But I 
would say that they will 
need to find a quick fix to 
this problem.” Calls have 
been growing for an al-
ternative to saliva from 
former and current crick-
eters including lead India 
pacer Jasprit Bumrah.

Sri Lanka bowlers 
have also said that they 
prefer saliva over sweat 
to shine the ball follow-
ing their first training 
session post lockdown.

India to host 2022 AFC 
Women’s Asian Cup

New Delhi, Jun 5 (PTI): 
The Asian Football Con-
federation has awarded 
the hosting rights of the 
2022 Women’s Asian Cup 
to India for the first time 
since 1979.

The decision was 
taken at the AFC Wom-
en’s Football Committee 
meeting. In February, 
the AFC Women’s Foot-
ball Committee had rec-
ommended India to be 
hosts.

In a letter to the All 
India Football Federa-
tion, Dato Windsor John, 
General Secretary, AFC 
wrote: “The Commit-
tee awarded the hosting 
rights of the AFC Wom-
en’s Asian Cup 2022 Fi-
nals to the All India Foot-
ball Federation.”

The tournament will 

likely be held in the sec-
ond half of the year. In 
the 1979 edition, India 
had finished as runners-
up.

“I need to thank the 
Asian Football Confed-
eration for finding us 
suitable to host the AFC 
Women’s Asian Cup in 
2022,” AIFF President, 
Praful Patel said.

“The tournament will 
galvanise the aspiring 
women players and bring 
in a holistic social revolu-
tion as far as women’s 
football in the country is 
concerned,” he added.

The tournament will 
feature 12 teams, ex-
panded from the previ-
ous slot of eight teams.

India qualify directly 
as hosts. The event will 
also serve as the final 

qualification tournament 
for the 2023 FIFA Wom-
en’s World Cup.

The tournament 
comes as the latest boost 
to AIFF as India are slat-
ed to host the FIFA U-17 
Women’s World Cup next 
year. India had also host-
ed the AFC U-16 Champi-
onships in 2016 and the 
FIFA U-17 World Cup in 
2017.

“The tournament 
will play a huge role in 
further popularising 
women’s football in In-
dia. The Women’s Asian 
Cup 2022 comes on the 
back of the FIFA U-17 
Women’s World Cup In-
dia 2020, and will help 
us sustain, and build on 
the momentum gained,” 
AIFF General Secretary, 
Kushal Das said.

Interesting to see how players deal 
with new ICC guidelines: Sangakkara

Mumbai, Jun 5 (PTI): 
Sri Lankan batting great 
Kumara Sangakkara said 
cricket is a social game 
and it will be interest-
ing to see how players 
cope with the new ICC 
guidelines when cricket 
resumes after the CO-
VID-19 hiatus.

With government re-
strictions owing to the 
health crisis easing, the 
ICC has come out with 
guidelines for the safe 
resumption of the sport 
which was shutdown in 
March due to the out-
break of the contagious 
disease.

Keeping “social dis-
tancing” norms on and 
off the field and ‘safe’ ball 
management are among 
the dos and don’ts list-
ed by the ICC late last 
month. The ICC Cricket 
Committee also recom-
mended a ban on saliva 
to shine the ball.

“For fast bowlers or 
spinners, shining the 
ball, is an instinctive 

thing, they have done 
it over so many years 
since they were kids,” 
Sangakkara, who is the 
President of Marylebone 
Cricket Club (MCC), said 
on Star Sports’ show 
Cricket Connected.

“Cricket is a social 
game, most of the time 
you spend in the dressing 
room you talk, you chat. 
This will be a very clini-
cal thing, you come ready 
to play, no warmups, you 
do everything right and 
you go home. So, it will 
be interesting to see how 
the players deal with 

that.” Cricketers from 
several top teams, includ-
ing England, Australia, 
West Indies and Sri Lanka 
have already begun out-
door training under strict 
safety protocols as the 
sport is taking early steps 
towards resumption.

English and Wales 
Cricket Board (ECB) has 
announced its schedule 
for a proposed three-
match test series at home 
against West Indies start-
ing July 8, which is likely 
to be the first series to 
happen after the corona-
virus hiatus.

New Delhi, Jun 5 (PTI): 
The All India Football 
Federation (AIFF) on Fri-
day invited bids for new 
clubs who would take 
part in the Hero I-League 
from 2020-21.

The bids have been 
invited from non-Hero 
I-League cities and in-
cludes names of several 
cities like New Delhi, 
Ranchi, Jaipur, Jodhpur, 
Bhopal, Lucknow and 
Ahmedabad, amongst 
others, according to an 
AIFF media release.

Prospective owners 
will be able to purchase 
the invitation to tender 
from the Football House 
in Delhi between June 10 
and June 20 upon pay-

ment of Rs 4 lakh.
“As per the invita-

tion to tender, the en-
tity that wins the bid will 
be granted the right to 
own and operate a new 
football club from 2020 
onwards. The aforemen-
tioned club will have the 
opportunity (if applica-
ble, and subject to quali-
fication) to also compete 
in the AFC club competi-

tions,” the release said.
The previous season 

of the I-League saw 11 
clubs, including AIFF’s 
developmental outfit In-
dian Arrows, take part in 
the competition.

However, champi-
ons Mohun Bagan are 
set to merge with ATK 
and will play in the 
Indian Super League 
(ISL) next season.

Leander wants 
to complete 
100 Grand 
Slam appearan
ces
New Delhi, Jun 5 (PTI): 
Leander Paes is just 
three shy of complet-
ing a century of Grand 
Slam appearances but 
is now unsure whether 
uncertainty caused by 
COVID-19 pandemic will 
allow him to complete 
the coveted milestone or 
for that matter compete 
at the next year’s Tokyo 
Olympics.

Paes had announced 
that 2020 would be his 
last season as a profes-
sional player but his plan 
to bid adieu on a high 
with a record eight ap-
pearance at the Olym-
pics, was stalled by the 
pandemic, which has 
wrecked the sporting 
calender.

“Olympics is still far 
away. As of now, I find 
it difficult to believe 
that sports will start by 
July or August. Would it 
start October or Novem-
ber, who knows. But my 
team and I are very well 
prepared that when the 
lockdown opens up, we 
will revaluate then and 
look at ‘One Last Roar’ 
as season whether we 
should look at 2021 or 
not,” Paes told table ten-
nis player Mudit Dani on 
his chat show ‘Sportlight’.

Further talking about 
his plans, Paes said there 
one piece is statistics he 
would like to get.

“I have played 97 
Grand Slams so far and 
if I play 3 more, it will be 
100 so that moves me. 
Also getting to the eighth 
Olympics to make sure 
India is forever on the 
top as the most number 
of Olympics played by a 
tennis player. That is the 
benchmark I would like 
to push. But even if I don’t 
get there, still I’m happy 
with what I’ve done and 
the career I have,” said 
the winner of 18 majors.

SC asks if pvt hospitals ready to charge 
COVID-19 patients at Ayushman Bharat rate

New Delhi, Jun 5 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court Fri-
day asked private hos-
pitals whether they are 
ready to provide treat-
ment to COVID-19 infect-
ed patients at the charg-
es prescribed under the 
government’s Ayushman 
Bharat Scheme.

The ‘Ayushman 
Bharat Pradhan Man-
tri Jan Arogya Yojana’ 
is aimed at providing 
health cover to poor and 
vulnerable persons in the 
country.

A bench headed by 
Chief Justice S A Bobde 
observed that the apex 
court is not asking all the 
private hospitals to treat 
certain number of CO-
VID-19 patients for free.

The bench, also com-
prising Justices A S Bo-
panna and Hrishikesh 
Roy, said it is asking only 
those private hospitals, 
which have been given 
land at concessional 
rates by the government, 
to treat certain number 
of coronavirus infected 
patients for free.

“I just want to know 
if hospitals are ready 
to charge at Ayushman 
rates,” the CJI observed 
during the hearing which 
was conducted through 
video-conferencing.

Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta, appearing 
for the Centre, told the 
bench that government 
is doing its best for the 
lowest strata of society, 
and people who cannot 
afford treatment are cov-
ered under the Ayush-
man Bharat scheme.

The top court, which 
posted the matter for 
two weeks from now, 
was hearing a plea which 
has sought a direction 
for regulating the cost of 
treatment of COVID-19 at 
private hospitals across 
the country.

During the argu-
ments, the bench ob-
served that there is an 
earlier judgment which 
said that hospitals, which 
have been given land 
on concessional rates, 
should treat certain 
number of patients for 
free.

“Why cannot these 
hospitals treat a cer-
tain number of patients 
for free”, the bench ob-
served, adding, “Please 
ensure they do some ser-
vice”.

Senior advocate Har-
ish Salve, appearing for 
a healthcare federation 
which has filed interven-
tion application in the 
matter, said that hospi-
tals which have received 
land on concessional 
rates are already com-
plying with the require-
ments.

Senior advocate Mu-
kul Rohatgi, who ap-
peared for an association 
of hospitals which has 
also sought to intervene 
in the matter, said that 
they are already comply-
ing with all the directions 
passed in the verdict, 
which was referred by 
the bench.

Advocate Sachin Jain, 
who has filed the peti-
tion, told the bench that 
rates prescribed under 
the Ayushmann Bharat 
scheme should be made 
applicable to the hospi-
tals.

“The Union of India 
should stand with the cit-
izens and not with corpo-
rate hospitals,” Jain said.

“Is it your case that 
no hospital should make 
profit during this peri-
od?,” the bench asked the 
petitioner.

Jain told the bench 
that he can show how Ay-
ushmann Bharat scheme 
has been decided keep-
ing in view the profitabil-
ity of hospitals.

Salve told the bench 
that Ayushman Bharat 
is a heavily discounted 

scheme and revenue of 
private hospitals has 
already gone down by 
around 60 per cent as 
footfall has decreased 
during the period of CO-
VID-19.

Rohatgi argued that 
no hospital is making any 
profit during this period.

“That is alright. You 
are making a sacrifice for 
a good cause,” the bench 
observed.

The advocates ap-
pearing for the hospital 
bodies said they would 
file their responses on 
the plea and also on issue 
raised in the matter.

Meanwhile, the Cen-
tre has filed an affidavit 
in the matter and said 
that there is no provi-
sion under the Clinical 
Establishments (Regis-
tration and Regulation) 
Act, 2010 “whereby it is 
mandated that the pri-
vate hospitals running 
on the public land shall 
treat COVID-19 patients 
on free basis”.

“It is again reiterated 
that such policies may 
only be defined and im-
plemented by the respec-
tive state governments,” 
it said.

The Centre further 
said that at present, pri-
vate hospitals including 
charitable institutions 
are governed by the pro-
visions of Clinical Estab-
lishments Act 2010.

“It is submitted that 
apart from the said Act 
there is no separate 
provision or any other 
statutory provision 
which gives power to the 
Union of India to pass 
directions of the nature 
sought in the present 

petition to the charitable 
Institutions,” it said.

The affidavit said, “It 
is therefore submitted 
that the Central Govern-
ment, within its statutory 
powers or powers of del-
egated legislation, can-
not make this particular 
bifurcation for the lack 
of a requisite statutory 
framework for the said 
classification”.

It said that entire 
health infrastructure has 
been brought to most ap-
propriate use for treat-
ment of COVID-19 in the 
country and the Centre 
has taken several mea-
sures to strengthen pub-
lic health facilities where 
medical care is provided 
free of cost to all patients.

“The care cost in 
the private sector is not 
regulated by the Central 
Government,” the affida-
vit said.

The top court had on 
May 27 asked the Centre 
to identify private hospi-
tals where COVID-19 in-
fected patients could get 
treatment for free or at a 
nominal cost.
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Anti-virus face masks plague 
Hong Kong’s beaches

Surgical masks are 
washing up in growing 

quantities on the shores 
of Hong Kong, a city that 
has overwhelmingly em-
braced face coverings to 
fight the coronavirus.

Conservationists say 
the masks are adding to 
already alarmingly high 
levels of plastic waste in 
the waters around the fi-
nance hub.

“The single use plas-
tic mask is just another 
additional burden that 
we are leaving behind for 
the future generations on 
the beach,” Gary Stokes, 
co-founder of OceansA-
sia, told AFP.

Shortly before the 
global pandemic struck, 
the Hong Kong-based 
environmental NGO 
launched a year-long 
study looking at marine 
debris and microplastics 
found on one of the city’s 
more remote and unin-
habited islands.

The five most com-
monly found items were 
bottles, polystyrene 

packaging, lighters, dis-
posable cutlery and 
straws. Now masks are 
floating onto beaches 
and shorelines.

During a recent visit, 
conservationists counted 
and removed 70 masks 
from a 100 metre stretch 

of beach. A week later, 
another 30 masks had 
washed up. “Ever since 
society started wearing 
masks, the cause and ef-
fects of it are now being 
seen on the beaches,” 
Stokes said.

Hong Kong’s 7.5 mil-

lion inhabitants produce 
six million tonnes of waste 
each year, only around 30 
percent of it recycled.

Even before the coro-
navirus emerged, resi-
dents often wore face-
masks on the daily com-
mute, especially during 

the winter flu season. 
But the emergence of the 
deadly COVID-19 disease 
has made mask wear-
ing near ubiquitous. 
Despite its proximity to 
mainland China -- the 
origin of the outbreak 
-- Hong Kong has largely 
managed to defeat the 
virus with just over 1,000 
infections and four deaths.

A growing number 
of companies are now 
offering reusable masks 
and the government has 
also launched an initia-
tive to send all residents 
a fabric mask that can be 
washed.

But disposable masks 
remain by far the most 
popular choice.

“What I’ll be waiting 
to see is when we’ll get a 
dead porpoise or dolphin 
washed out with masks 
inside their stomach,” 
Stokes said.

“Obviously these are 
another thing that enters 
into the marine environ-
ment and could be mis-
taken for food.” 

Detained US Navy veteran 
freed by Iran as part of deal

Washington, Jun 5 (AP): 
A US Navy veteran whose 
family said his only crime 
was falling in love left 
Iran on Thursday after 
nearly two years of de-
tention, winning his free-
dom as part of a deal that 
spared an American-Ira-
nian physician from any 
additional time behind 
bars.

Michael White flew 
from Tehran to Zurich, 
where he was met by 
diplomat Brian Hook, 
the U.S. special envoy 
for Iran who has led the 
negotiations for the re-
lease of White and other 
American detainees in 
Iran. White and Hook 
then departed Zurich on 
a U.S. government plane.

In Atlanta, mean-
while, a federal judge 
approved a sentencing 
agreement for Florida 
dermatologist Matteo 
Taerri, who had been 
charged by the Justice 
Department with violat-
ing U.S. sanctions on Iran 
as well as banking laws.

The developments 
capped months of quiet 
talks, assisted by Swit-
zerland, between two 
countries, that are at 
bitter odds over U.S. 
penalties imposed after 
President Donald Trump 
withdrew the U.S. from 
the 2015 nuclear deal 
and over the killing by 
American forces of a top 
Iranian general in Iraq 
at the beginning of this 
year.

White, of Imperial 
Beach, California, was 
detained by Iranian au-
thorities in July 2018 
while visiting a woman 
he had met online and 
fallen in love with. He 
was convicted of insult-
ing Iran’s supreme lead-
er and posting private 
information online, and 
was sentenced to a de-
cade in prison.

I am blessed to an-
nounce that the night-

mare is over, and my 
son is safely in American 
custody and on his way 
home, White’s mother, 
Joanne White, said in a 
statement.

As White flew to Swit-
zerland, U.S. prosecutors 
completed the Ameri-
can part of the arrange-
ment that Hook negoti-
ated by asking a judge to 
sentence Taerri to time 
served on his conviction 
stemming from the 2018 
charges. U.S. officials said 
Taerri did not pose a na-
tional security threat.

“We were simulta-
neously able secure the 
release of an American 
Navy veteran from an 
Iranian prison and ac-
complish our law en-
forcement objectives, 
Hook said.

There are numerous 
foreign policy interests 
that are furthered by 
this particular sentence, 
U.S. District Judge Leigh 
Martin May said in grant-
ing the government’s re-
quest.

Taerri was charged 
with attempting to ex-
port a filter to Iran that 
he said was for vaccine 
research but that U.S. au-
thorities said required a 
license because it could 
be used for chemical 
and biological warfare 
purposes. He was also 
accused of structuring a 
series of bank deposits 
below 10,000 to evade 
reporting requirements 
under federal law.

He pleaded guilty late 
last year and has already 
served months behind 
bars. But in April, he was 
permitted to be free on 
bond after the Justice De-
partment withdrew its 
request to have him de-
tained, citing what it said 
were significant foreign 
policy interests.

The United States 
government and the 
government of Iran have 
been negotiating the re-

lease of a U.S. citizen held 
in Iranian custody, Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Tracia 
King said at Thursday’s 
hearing. This case, and 
more specifically the 
sentence recommenda-
tion, is directly related to 
these negotiations.”

A citizen of Iran and 
the United States, Taerri 
is permitted as part of 
his sentence to remain 
in America and to travel 
abroad.

White’s release was 
cheered by Trump, 
whose administration 
has said it considers the 
release of detainees and 
hostages a priority. I will 
never stop working to 
secure the release of all 
Americans held hostage 
overseas! he tweeted. He 
tweeted later in the day 
that he had spoken by 
phone with White.

In an interview with 
Fox News after his re-
lease, White praised 
Trump for his efforts 
both diplomatically and 
otherwise” and said he 
is making America great 
again.”

A spokesman for the 
White family, Jon Franks, 
said in a statement that 
the charges against 
White were pretexts for a 
state-sponsored kidnap-
for-ransom scheme.

He added: The trag-
edy of this case is Mi-
chael’s only crime was 
falling in love with Iran 
and its people for whom 
he cares deeply.” Despite 
widespread speculation, 
White’s release was not 
related to the recent de-
portation to Iran of Ira-
nian scientist Sirous As-
gari, the officials said.

Iran’s foreign min-
ister, Mohammad Javad 
Zarif, tweeted that such 
deals can happen for all 
prisoners. No need for 
cherry picking. Iranian 
hostages held in and on 
behalf of the US should 
come home.

Pak reports 
record 4,896 
infections, 
COVID-19 
death toll 
reaches 1,838
Islamabad, Jun 5 (PTI): 
Pakistan’s coronavirus 
cases rose to 89,249 on 
Friday after a record 
4,896 new infections 
were detected in the 
country, while the death 
toll due to COVID-19 has 
reached 1,838, according 
to the health ministry.

The Ministry of Na-
tional Health Service said 
that 68 patients died in 
the last 24 hours, taking 
the death toll to 1,838, 
whereas another 31,198 
people have recovered.

It was the third con-
secutive day when a re-
cord number of cases 
were reported in Paki-
stan after the Eid holi-
days and easing of lock-
down restrictions at the 
end of May.

Sindh province re-
ported 33,536 infections, 
Punjab 33,144, Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa 11,890, 
Balochistan 5,582, Islam-
abad 3,946, Gilgit-Baltis-
tan 852 and Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir 299.

The authorities have 
conducted 638,323 tests, 
including a record 22,812 
tests in the last 24 hours, 
the ministry said.

Despite the spike 
in number of COVID-19 
cases, both houses of par-
liament are scheduled to 
meet separately on Friday. 
The Senate session started 
this morning while the Na-
tional Assembly will be held 
in the afternoon, Radio Pak-
istan reported. Chairman 
Senate Sadiq Sanjrani and 
Speaker National Assembly 
Asad Qaiser at a meeting at 
the parliament house in Is-
lamabad reviewed arrange-
ments made for the two 
sessions. Fumigation was 
also carried out in the par-
liament house for the safety 
of the lawmakers and staff. 
Earlier, the Opposition re-
jected the idea of virtual 
meetings and insisted that 
the sessions be held in per-
son, noting that it was an 
important session of parlia-
ment because the budget is 
expected to be presented in 
the National Assembly in 
the next week.  

Thousands of Americans gather across 
country to remember Floyd after memorial

Washington, Jun 5 
(PTI): Thousands of 
Americans carrying 
placards reading black 
lives matter and raising 
slogans such as no jus-
tice, no peace took to the 
streets in many US cities, 
demonstrating peace-
fully against the killing of 
unarmed African-Amer-
ican George Floyd by a 
white police officer in 
Minneapolis on May 25.

The 46-year-old vic-
tim, a native of Hous-
ton, was handcuffed and 
pinned to the ground on 
May 25 by a white police 
officer who kneeled on 
his neck as he gasped for 
breath.

Floyd’s death has 
triggered nationwide 
violent protests with a 
section of the protesters 
resorting to looting and 
rioting across the coun-
try, leaving behind a trail 
of destruction.

Mourners gathered 
in huge numbers across 
the country on Thursday 
night to remember Floyd 
after a private memorial 
service in Minneapolis.

Seeking justice for 
Floyd, they are demand-
ing urgent reforms in the 
police and criminal jus-
tice system.

Several cities includ-
ing New York, Washing-
ton DC, Chicago and Los 
Angeles have reported 
large-scale violence and 
looting in the last few 
days.

More than 10,000 
Americans have been ar-
rested across the country 
for violent protests.

Protesters chant 
slogans as they march, 
with music and drum 
beats blaring in the back-
ground in Los Angeles. 
Cars were seen moving 
slowly along with the 
marchers, with many 
drivers and passengers 
holding protest signs 
or raising fists out of 
their windows to show 
support.

In New York, city 
Mayor Bill de Blasio was 
booed at an event.

It will not be about 
words in this city. It 
will be about a change, 
he said.

Reverend Al Sharp-
ton, who delivered the 
eulogy, said that the rea-
son why we’re march-
ing all over the world 
is because we were like 
George, we couldn’t 
breathe. It’s time for us 
to stand up in George’s 
name and say get your 
knee off our necks .

He also asked mourn-
ers to stand in silence for 
eight minutes and 46 sec-
onds, the length of time 
Floyd lay pinned to the 
pavement by the police 
officer.

At the end of the day, 
my brother’s gone, but 
the Floyd name lives on. I 
thank god for you all, his 
brother Terrence Floyd 
told another massive 
gathering in Brooklyn.

House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi described this as a 
day of great sadness.

They are having the 
first service for George 
Floyd. It is a national 
day of mourning, I see, 
for George Floyd, and we 
pray for his family and 
pray for healing for our 
country, she told report-
ers at the US Capitol.

With placards read-
ing black lives matter , 
protesters chanted no 
justice, no peace.

Minnesota Attorney 
General Keith Ellison on 
Thursday announced to 
elevate charges against 
the former Minneapolis 
police officer who killed 
Floyd while adding the 
charges of aiding and 
abetting murder against 
the other three officers at 
the scene.The Wall Street 
Journal reported that a 
fragile calm appeared to 
descend on the US cities, 
as the widespread loot-
ing and destruction that 

characterised days of un-
rest appeared to subside 
and rage merged into 
grief and calls for justice.

As the memorial ser-
vice for George Floyd 
takes place in Minne-
apolis, I once again ex-
tend my heartfelt con-
dolences to his family 
and friends. It is my hope 
our country will come to-
gether in peace and heal 
from these challenging 
times, First Lady Melania 
Trump said.

According to The New 
York Times, the tone at 
many protests on Thurs-
day was largely mourn-
ful, after more than a 
week of crowds burn-
ing with grief and anger 
over the death of Floyd 
and other black Ameri-
cans whose deaths have 
spurred calls for criminal 
justice reform.

Congressional Demo-
crats on Thursday said 
that they plan to release 
a proposal on police ac-
countability.

Pelosi said that she is 
working with the Senate 
Democrats in advanc-
ing a legislation protect-
ing the equal justice and 
including a number of 
provisions ending racial 
profiling, excessive use 
of force, the qualified im-
munity doctrine and ad-
dressing the loss of trust 
between police depart-
ments and communities 
they serve.

We will not relax un-
til justice is secured, she 
said.

While the vast ma-
jority of police officers 
do their job bravely and 
righteously, it is undeni-
able that many African-
Americans lack confi-
dence in the American 

criminal justice system. 
That must change, Attor-
ney General William Barr 
told reporters.

The Constitution 
mandates equal protec-
tion and nothing less is 
acceptable, he said.

FBI Director Christo-
pher Wray said that this 
is an incredibly challeng-
ing time for the country 
and for all the citizens 
they serve.

Like most of you, I 
was appalled and pro-
foundly troubled by the 
video images of the inci-
dent that ended with Mr 
Floyd’s tragic death, he 
said.

In recent days, the 
violence, threat to life 
and destruction of prop-
erty that we’ve seen in 
some parts of the coun-
try jeopardise the rights 
and safety of all citizens, 
including peaceful dem-
onstrators. It has to stop. 
We’re seeing people who 
are exploiting this situ-
ation to pursue violent, 
extremist agendas anar-
chists like Antifa and oth-
er agitators, Wray said.

The Washington Post 
on Thursday said that 
the White House has 
been transformed into 
a veritable fortress the 
physical manifestation of 
President Trump’s vision 
of law-and-order domi-
nation over the millions 
of Americans who have 
taken to the streets to 
protest racial injustice.

Trump has been very 
critical of The Post and 
has described it as fake 
news. Security around 
the White House has 
been stepped up in the 
last few days mainly be-
cause of the violent pro-
tests in Washington DC.
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GREAT OUTDOORS!  The cute couple, Cody Simpson 
& Miley Cyrus enjoys a hike with their dog in sunny Los Angeles.
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ARIES:
Repeat after me, Aries: “I am the creator of my reality.” By blaming 
others for what you are experiencing, you are giving your power 
away. The cards are urging you to take charge of the situation 
and bring forth the energy of change. A positive mindset will work 
wonders when it comes to aligning you with the right people and 
manifesting miracles. Some of you could be dealing with blocks 
in the love and intimacy department. Are you creating barriers 
where boundaries are enough? Something to think about as you 
sip on your morning chai.
Tip: Remember,”I am the creator of my reality.”
TAURUS:
It’s not just about decluttering your space, Taurus. You’ve been 
feeling like the vibe is off for a while now. Trust your intuition. 
Here are a few simple cleansing rituals that can help you bring 
the good juju back. 1: Place a black tourmaline in a place that 
is in need of protection. The powerful crystal is known to create 
a psychic shield, which in turn dispels negativity. 2: Smudge the 
space with the help of incense, sage or palo santo depending on 
where you live and what is available.
Tip: Your space is in need of cleansing.
GEMINI:
To feel the ebb and flow of your emotions is but natural. We are 
moving closer and closer to the full moon, which tends to height-
en all of our experiences. Instead of giving into the drama, stay 
woke. Remember why you came here and redirect your attention 
towards your sacred mission. You are stepping into an important 
phase. So give your work the undivided attention it deserves.
Tip: Rise above the turbulence as you remember why you came here.

CANCER:
Oh hello, uncrowned QuaranQueen! Your time away from the 
matrix has been full of revelations—and self-care is an important 
part of this metamorphosis. You understand all the ways in which 
you took your body for granted, and are now dedicated to raising 
your vibrations and nurturing yourself on a mind, body, and soul 
level. Some of you may feel inspired to try a different kind of fit-
ness regimen, one that you would have seemed challenging in 
the past. 
Tip: You are dedicated to raising your vibrations and nurturing 
yourself on a mind, body, and soul level.
LEO:
What makes a guru, a guru? What makes a student, a student? 
What if we learned to play both the roles interchangeably, letting 
go of our inherent sense of hierarchy? The full moon in Sagittari-
us, which in its evolved form is known to be The Great Teacher, is 
encouraging us to look at everybody we cross paths with through 
the eyes of wisdom. It is only by moving past our ego selves that 
will be able to receive the divine wisdom that is available to us in 
every moment.
Tip: Honour everybody who crosses your path as a teacher.
VIRGO:
Isn’t it amazing how the Universe reveals just the information we 
need at the precise moment we are ready to receive it? This is a 
time of inner illumination for you, Virgo. You are looking beyond 
the illusion and moving closer and closer to yourself. Spirituality is 
no longer a weekend pursuit. It is a way of life. The pursuit of di-
vine knowledge is also big on your agenda. You know that friend 
who’s always lighting palo santo for fun? Now is a good time to 

ask them for a recommendation list!
Tip: Spirituality is a way of life.
LIBRA:
Your time is your currency. Your energy is your currency. Be mind-
ful of who and what you are letting into your space. Not everybody 
deserves your attention, Libra. The cards are urging you to redi-
rect your energy towards yourself, to bring your focus back to self-
growth. This is where the magic is. Some of you may feel inspired 
to deepen your meditation practice. Let the thoughts come and 
go when you go into your sacred space. 
Tip: Redirect your energy towards yourself.
SCORPIO:
There is no other, Scorpio. You are the actor, the producer, the 
creative director, and the audience of this film. Let go of the idea 
of what others want from you and allow yourself to stay connect-
ed to the cosmic currents. You are not here to be perfect. You are 
here to be you. So bring forth the gifts of authenticity in a world 
that’s plagued by fakes. Those who are meant to resonate with 
your work will find a way to align their path with yours.
Tip: Authenticity is a superpower.
SAGITTARIUS:
Communication is a big theme in the Sagittarius HQ. You’re being 
asked to bring your attention to your throat chakra, the fifth energy 
centre in your body, which rules this function. What do you feel 
when you tap into this space? Is the energy flowing freely or do 
you sense blockages? Recognising the things that are standing 
in the way of you speaking your truth is the first step to clearing 
them. Now is not the time to play it small or safe. Stand up. Speak 
up. The world needs you in your power.

Tip: Stand up. Speak up. Use your voice for the greater good.
CAPRICORN:
Every time planets go into retrograde, the past comes up in a 
big way. But before you go around cursing this energy (your 
words are spells!), take a moment to assess what the Universe 
is showing you. Chances are, there’s a blessing in here for you, 
Capricorn. Some of you are likely to experience this throwback 
moment in the realm of love and relationships. It’s true that things 
didn’t work out in the past for a reason. 
Tip: The past could come up in a *good* way.
AQUARIUS:
We can either complain about our circumstances or become 
flag bearers of change. What will you choose today, Aquarius? 
How will you take control of this situation? It’s true that you are 
being faced with uncertainty in the realm of your career, but the 
challenge is not insurmountable. So, tap into your inner reserves. 
Cash in on your favour bank. By marrying your practical side with 
your intuition, you will be able to find the best solution.
Tip: The challenge is not insurmountable.
PISCES:
It doesn’t matter how old you are or how long you have been to-
gether (time is a human construct anyway!), there’s always room 
for intimacy and expression. Think acts of service and words or 
affirmation, which tell them how much you appreciate their pres-
ence. Remember, it’s never about the grand gestures. It’s about 
paying attention to the small, simple things and being fully present 
to them in that moment. A Louise Hay affirmation to help you on 
this journey: “My heart is open. I speak with loving words.”
Tip: Love and intimacy is a big theme in the Pisces sanctuary.

‘Call of Duty’ games now display 
a Black Lives Matter message

Akshay Kumar, With 366 Crores, ONLY Indian On 
Forbes 100 List Of World’s Highest-Paid Celebrities

Kashyap on why demonetisation figures 
in his story of a marriage in Choked’

New Delhi, Jun 5 (PTI): For director 
Anurag Kashyap, demonetisation had to 
be a part of a movie dealing with money 
and marriage, but he says the characters 
in Choked: Paisa Bolta Hai don’t reflect 
his politics as they are more concerned 
about daily survival.

The film, Kashyap’s exploration of 
a marriage in a middle class household 
and how it is shaped by finan-
cial concerns, revolves around 
a bank cashier, Sarita, and her 
unemployed husband, Su-
shant, played by Mirziya star 
Saiyami Kher and “Moothon” 
actor Roshan Mathew.

Struggling to pay her bills, 
Sarita’s life takes a turn when 
she chances upon a secret 
source of seemingly unlimited 
cash in her home.

Kashyap said the film, 
which began streaming on 
Netflix from Friday, took some 
time to be made as he was 
busy with other projects, and 
when demonetisation was an-
nounced in 2016, it led to fur-
ther changes in the script by 
Nihit Bhave.

When you are making a 
movie which is about money 
and marriage then demonetisation has 
to be a part of it. We wanted to use it as 
much as it was a part of a middle class 
life, Kashyap said when asked about 
bringing demonetisation into the story.

It was very clear that my personal 
politics, which I put on Twitter, can’t be 
the politics of the characters in my films. 
They are not that privileged. If someone 
is struggling with daily survival, they 
don’t have time to think about politics. 
They look at what will benefit them. It’s 
the job of filmmakers to chronicle the 
times -- where is it based, the city, milieu 
and time, he told PTI in an interview.

Kashyap said the film would have 
come earlier but it took them some time 
to get the permission to use all the real 
footage, including that of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

The lower middle class couple at 
the centre of the film is surrounded by 
colourful neighbours, caring as well as 
nosy, played by the director’s “Sacred 
Games” stars Amruta Subhash and Ra-
jshri Deshpande.

The intermingling of the characters 
harks back to the middle-of-the-road 
cinema of 1970s where neighbours 
were a big part of the story.

Kashyap said most of it was in 
Bhave’s script, while some of the nuanc-
es came from the characters and their 

own experience of living in Mumbai.
We all come from the middle class 

and we never forget that. A Maharash-
trian middle class is different from a 
north Indian or Punjabi middle class. It’s 
in the way they talk, the trust and cama-
raderie they have. It all came from Nihit 
and Amruta...

Most of the lines were not written 

but came from the personal experiences 
like if you live in Mumbai, it’s a guaran-
tee that your plumbing will leak because 
there is so much rain, he said.

Saiyami’s Sarita, a singer who lost 
her confidence on a reality show stage 
and is haunted by it as well as her 
husband’s inability to follow his own 
dreams, was an interesting character to 
explore for the director.

The biggest issue that we middle 
class people have is that we try to hide 
our crisis, thinking what will people say’. 
The only rule I followed was that the 
moment there is a crisis, people start 
closing their doors. Every door in the 
apartment building is open, except Sari-
ta’s. She does not want anyone to have a 
peek into her marriage, he said.

The film, unlike most of Kashyap’s 
filmography that includes cult favou-
rites such as Black Friday , the two-part 
revenge drama Gangs of Wasseypur , 
“Dev D” and “Ugly”, has a lighter touch.

Asked about that, the director 
quipped he did not let his natural, baser 
instincts to seep into the script because 
of Bhave and his actors. They had made 
me feel so guilty over the years about 
not making the film sooner that I was 
scared this time, he said.

Kashyap said when he met Saiyami, 
he knew she will pull of the role of a wife 

and mother of an eight-year-old.
The struggle with Saiyami was that 

she did not look like the character but 
she felt like her. Saiyami is too glamor-
ous and young to play the part. But she 
took it upon herself to convince my oth-
er team members. She put on so much 
weight, transformed herself and sold 
the idea to us.”

The director liked the role that Ro-
shan played in Moothon and sent him 
the script without even meeting him.

There was a certain honesty in the 
character that felt like Sushant even 
though what I saw in ‘Moothon’ was a 
very different character, he added.

This is Kashyap’s fourth project with 
Netflix after Sacred Games and ensem-
ble movies Lust Stories and Ghost Sto-
ries .

Kashyap said the streamer gives him 
a bigger audience while ensuring that 
commercial concerns don’t muddle with 
his creative process.

It also gives me the space and trust 
to make the kind of films I want with the 
actors of my choice. I am not forced to cast 
somebody unlike when you make a main-
stream movie. Here no one will ask that 
Saiyami’s first film did not work or Roshan 
is from Malayalam cinema, said the direc-
tor, who also launches his production house 
Good Bad Films with the movie.

Started in partnership with Dhruv 
Jagasia and Akshay Thakker, Kashyap 
said the production house has no ambi-
tion to become a studio.

I have no ambition other than mak-
ing good films like we always want to. 
We don’t have an ambition to become a 
studio or to go anywhere that will take 
us to a path full of holes, he said.

Akshay Kumar was part of Forbes 
100 list of World’s Highest-Paid Ce-

lebrities last year as well.
Like every year, Forbes is back with 

its list of Highest-Paid Celebrities. How-
ever, this year has seen an unlucky turn 
as far as India is concerned. Unlike last 
year, this year, Akshay Kumar is the only 
celebrity to find a place on the list. But 
his whopping 366 crores worth is leav-
ing us mind-boggled. Below are all the 
details regarding his big win!

For the unversed, Akshay Kumar was 
part of Forbes 100 list of World’s High-
est-Paid Celebrities last year as well. In 
fact, he was ranked 33. In contrary, this 
year he has slipped by 19 positions as he 
ranks at 52nd spot. But did you know, 

his films Bell Bottom and Bachchan Pan-
dey played a great role in it?

The Sooryavanshi actor last year 
signed a deal with Amazon for series 
‘The End.’ The deal was like a bonanza 
for our Khiladi who raked in whop-
ping USD 10 million (75 crores) from 
it. In fact, Amazon’s VP of Interna-
tional Originals, James Farrell spoke to 
Forbes and opened up on it. “It’s about 
what people want to see. If they want 
to see Akshay Kumar in a multiseason, 
action-thriller, who am I to say watch 
this instead? It may not be cheap but it’s 
worth it,” he shared on signing our Kh-
iladi for The End.

Apart from that, the actor has 
minted USD 13 million (around 100 

crores) just from his 2 films – Bell 
Bottom and Bachchan Pandey. Clear-
ly, Akshay Kumar is a minting ma-
chine and there’s no doubt to it. The 
actor’s dedication and hard work 
play a huge role in it.

Moreover, Forbes even accepted that 
the slip in his position is also due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. From Soory-
avanshi, Laxmmi Bomb releases to his 
other schedules, we’re all are aware of 
all that is messing up for AK.

Albeit, congratulations to Akshay 
Kumar on his win!

Forbes 100 list of World’s Highest-
paid celebrity is topped by Kylie Jenner. 
Dwayne Johnson, Lionel Messi, Cristiano 
Ronaldo are amongst others in Top 10.

It displays each time you load a game or 
change modes.

Call of Duty: Modern Warfare has been 
updated with a splash screen message in sup-
port of the Black Lives Matter organization. 
“Our community is hurting. The systemic 
inequalities our community experiences are 
once again center stage,” developer Infinity 
Ward wrote. “Call of Duty and Infinity Ward 
stand for equality and inclusion. We stand 
against the racism and injustice our Black 
community endures. Until change happens 
and Black Lives Matter, we will never truly be 
the community we strive to be.”

First reported by The Verge, Engadget has 
confirmed that the screen appears on the Sony 

PS4 console but not on PCs for now. It pops up 
every time the game is launched or when you 
switch between gaming modes, so it’s bound to 
reach both serious and casual players.

Infinity Ward has promised other mea-
sures to combat racism. The company has 
already paused the release of Season 4 fol-
lowing the alleged murder of George Floyd 
and subsequent nation-wide protests. The 
company has vowed to monitor and iden-
tify racist material, bolster in-game report-
ing systems and permanently ban more 
habitual offenders. It’s also adding content 
filters, tightening limits on name changes, 
and “evaluating” changes to make reporting 
racist players easier.


