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BCCI TEAM LED BY JAY SHAH MEETS CM
CM proposes setting up of National 

Cricket Academy in Sikkim
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 06 Jan:

Chief Minister, PS Ta-
mang met a team 

of Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) 
today at Mintokgang. 
The team was headed by 
Honorary Secretary of 
BCCI, Jay Shah.

During the meeting, 
the CM proposed the 
setting up of a National 
Cricket Academy in Sik-
kim with all possible as-
sistance from the State 
Government.

In a Facebook post, 
the CM informed that 
the meeting discussed 
several points on the ad-
vancement of cricket in 
the State and further im-
proving the facilities. 

“They have assured 
to extend every possible 
support towards the inte-
gration and development 
of cricket in Sikkim,” the 
CM wrote.

The CM further in-

formed that it is the first 
time that the Honorary 
Secretary of BCCI and se-
nior members have visit-
ed Sikkim, showing their 
intent to focus on the State 
and motivate the State’s 
youth towards taking up 
cricket professionally. 

Since 2018, four 
states have been in-

cluded in the National 
Cricket Organization and 
Jay Shah has been ap-
pointed as the In-charge 
of Sikkim and other 
three states, viz. Bihar, 
Arunachal Pradesh, and 
Uttarakhand.

“I extended my grat-
itude towards them for 
their visit and wished 

for success in their en-
deavour. I believe that in 
the days to come, we will 
discover talents from Sik-
kim, to represent the State 
and the Nation in major 
tournaments at home and 
abroad,” the CM shared.

President, Cricket 
Association of Bengal, 
Abhishek Dalmia; Coun-

cillor of IPL Governing 
Council, Mamom Majum-
dar; Interim CEO BCCI, 
Hemang Amin; AGM Op-
erations BCCI, Gaurav 
Saxena; President Crick-
et Association of Sikkim, 
Lopzang Tenzing along 
with other members 
were also present during 
the meeting.

Assembly 
called for 
11 Jan
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 06 Jan:

Governor, Ganga 
Prasad, has sum-

moned the Sikkim Legis-
lative Assembly to meet 
on 11 Jan 2021 as per a 
notification issued by the 
Sikkim Legislative As-
sembly Secretariat on 28 
Dec 2020.

Justice Maheshwari sworn in as Chief Justice of Sikkim 

136-year-old tradition of 
peace prayers at Ramidham

Sikkim’s best in performance 
for National Youth Festival

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 06 Jan:

Justice Jitendra Ku-
mar Maheshwari was 

sworn in as the 21st Chief 
Justice of Sikkim this 
morning at Raj Bhawan. 
Governor Ganga Prasad 
administered the oath of 
affirmation and secrecy 
to Justice Maheshwari.

Chief Secretary, SC 
Gupta read out the no-
tification of transfer of 
Chief Justice Maheswari 
from Andhra Pradesh 
High Court to High Court 
of Sikkim. Chief Minister, 
PS Tamang, cabinet min-
isters and Judges of the 
High Court of Sikkim, se-

nior officials of the state 
government, High Court 
Registry, members of the 
bar and bench were also 
present in the swear-
ing-in-ceremony.

Justice Maheshwari 
takes over from Justice 

Arup Kumar Goswami, who 
was transferred to the High 
Court of Andhra Pradesh.

Justice Maheswari was 
born on 29 June, 1961 
in a small village of Jou-
ra District of Morena. He 
was a practicing lawyer in 

Gwalior before he was ele-
vated to the bench. He has 
served in the High Court 
of Madhya Pradesh till 
September 2019 and 
was transferred and el-
evated to Chief Justice of 
Andhra Pradesh. 

13 new cases take Sikkim’s 
Covid-count to 5,951

AARON RAI
Gangtok, 06 Jan:

A two-day world peace 
puja concluded to-

day at Ramidham Rab-
da Kamal Dham under 
Rinchenpong constituen-
cy of West Sikkim. 

The puja today was 
attended by Sikkim Kran-
tikari Morcha Area in-
charge Phurba Tshering 
Bhutia, SKM Area Youth 
Coordinator Sukhang 
Limbu, PHE Chairman, 
Hari Narayan Subedi, 
ward Panchayat, public, 
Ramidham Rabda Ka-
mal Dham committee 
members.

Devotees from vari-
ous parts of the country 

as well as neighbouring 
countries used to attend 
the puja here until the 
COVID-19 pandemic hap-
pened. The puja is held 
twice a year and is a 136-
year old tradition.

According to local 
residents, the practice 
of world peace prayers 
started in 1885 wherein 
various types of havans 
are performed. Devo-
tees fast on the day of 
the puja, and the next 
day after the puja is over, 
they break the fast with 
“bhandara”.

Ramidham is also a 
tourist destination and 
offers a beautiful view of 
sunrise.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 06 Jan: 

A 156-member con-
tingent represented 

Sikkim at the 24th edi-
tion of National Youth 
Festival 2021, which was 
officially inaugurated by 
the Minister, Bhim Hang 
Limboo here at Manan 
Kendra today. 

The four-day festival, 
which had begun yester-
day, is being organised by 
the Department of Sports 
& Youth Affairs in collab-
oration with the Ministry 
of Sports & Youth Affairs. 
Because of the COVID-19 
protocols in place, the 
National Youth Festival is 
being held in virtual and 
hybrid mode this year 
and all performances are 
being recorded and then 
sent to the central team.

In his inaugural ad-
dress, the Minister con-
veyed his best wishes 
to members of the State 
contingent and encour-
aged them to make the 
best use of the platform 
made available to them 
to shine in their respec-
tive disciplines at the na-
tional level. 

He further urged 
them to give their best 
and try and bring laurels 
and win medals for the 
State. 

He congratulated the 
Department of Sports & 
Youth Affairs for having 
successfully organized 
the festival here.

The Minister high-
lighted that the Sik-
kim Krantikari Mor-
cha government was 
a youth-centered gov-
ernment with its pro-
grammes and policies 
geared towards youth 
development in the State. 

He added that the 
government has been 
providing facilities and 
opportunities to the 
youth to support their as-
pirations to reach higher 
levels in their respective 
fields. 

Earlier, in his wel-
come address, Secretary, 
SYA Department, Raju 
Basnet, congratulated 
the participants for get-
ting shortlisted to repre-
sent the State at the Na-
tional Youth Festival. 

Additional Director, SYA
turn to pg02

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 06 Jan: 

Sikkim recorded 13 
new cases of novel 

coronavirus in the last 24 
hours taking the state’s 
tally of confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 reported so far 
to 5,951 on Wednesday. 

In the meantime, the 
number of recovered cas-
es of COVID-19 in Sikkim 
has further improved to 
5,263. There are currently 
464 active cases of novel 
coronavirus in the State, of 
whom four are in the ICU 
facility of the COVID-dedi-
cated STNM Hospital.

In the daily health 
bulletin on Wednes-
day, Health Department 
State IEC Officer, Sonam 

Gyaltsen Bhutia, in-
formed that nine of the 
new cases were reported 
from East District, three 
from West District and 
one from South Sikkim. 

These 13 new cases 
were picked up from the 
testing of 203 samples 
on Tuesday - six through 
RT-PCR testing of 144 
samples, one in TrueNat 
testing of nine samples 
and six in rapid antigen 
testing of 50 samples.

Among the new cas-
es are one person from 
Lower Lingdum, Ranka, 
one from Libing, Shyari, 
one from Golay Dara, 
Lower Sichey, one from 
Metro Point, Tadong, one 
from Gangatey, Duga, one 

from Nimtar and one 
from Arithang. 

The Health Bulletin 
informs that two persons 
from Dentam and one 
from Gyalshing in West 
District and one from 
Rayong, Namchi and one 
from Tingmo in South 
District have also tested 
positive for COVID-19. 

Meanwhile, a 
44-year-old male from 
Daramdin screened for 
Covid at the Flu Clinic of 
STNM Hospital has also 
tested positive but could 
not be contacted on the 
phone number provid-
ed by him and has been 
urged to contact the con-
cerned authorities im-
mediately.COVID-19: 

India reports 
18,088 fresh 
cases
New Delhi, Jan 6 (PTI): 
India's COVID-19 case-
load rose to 1,03,74,932 
with 18,088 infections 
being reported in a day, 
while the recoveries 
are nearing one crore, 
according to the Union 
Health Ministry data up-
dated on Wednesday.

The death toll in-
creased to 1,50,114 with 
264 people succumbing 
to the disease in a span of 
24 hours, the data updat-
ed at 8 am showed.

The number of people 
who have recuperated 
from the disease surged 
to 99,97,272 pushing the 
national recovery rate to 
96.36 per cent, while the 
COVID-19 case fatality 
rate stands at 1.45 per 
cent.

The COVID-19 active 
caseload remained be-
low 3 lakh for the 16th 
consecutive day.

There are 2,27,546, 
active cases of corona-
virus infections in the 
country which comprises 
2.19 per cent of the total 
caseload, the data stated.

India's COVID-19 tal-
ly had crossed the 20-
lakh mark on August 7, 

turn to pg02
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS
LAND FOR SALE

Two plots available – 30X40 sq ft and 50X30 sq ft
Junkeri Dara, Samlik Marchak

Price negotiable 
Contact : 6296366498, 

9641878315, 9593262407

FOR RENT 
Two and half storeyed (1st to 3rd floor) com-
plex is available for rent in the heart of Ranipool 
Baazar (Opposite UCO Bank). The building area 
is 35’x60’ appx. in each floor and is fit for offic-
es, shopping complexes, guest houses, banks etc. 
Contact: 8509755220, 8348007688.

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
 

General land sale at Lower Sichey, suitable for 
construction, good locality, near the road,Total 
size:90x55ft, (30x55ft each plot ). geniune person 
may contact@9734122366.

BUILDING FOR SALE 
A two storey building constructed on plot 
area 50×40 ft. at Upper Phong near Phong SS 
,Namthang South Sikkim is on sale. Cost Rs 60 
Lakhs (Negotiable ). Interested may contact : 
8145829309, 7864937800, 9749897695.

ANTHYESTI KRIYA 
The Anthyesti Kriya (13th day rites) of Late. DK 
Gajmer (IAS), former Principal Secretary and Chief 
Information Commissioner who left for heavenly 
abode on 26th December 2020 falls on 7th January 
2021 (Thursday). 

Prayers for the departed soul 
are being performed at our res-
idence opposite State Bank of 
India (SBI) ATM, Development 
Area, Gangtok. 

We would like to thank each 
and every one of you for being 
there for us at this time of bereavement. 

At the same time, we would also like to request 
all to kindly adhere to the prescribed COVID-19 
protocols please. 

Pamela Gajmer (Wife),
Vaishnav and Binita (Son and Daughter 

-in-law), Deepkant (Son), 
D.B. Gajmer (Brother) and the 

entire Gajmer family. 
Contact: (98320 92256/ 97332 

89642 / 99320 31526) 

ANTHYESTI KRIYA
The Anthyesti Kriya of late Mrs. Karna Kumari 
Baraily who left her heavenly abode on 30th of 
December,2020 falls on 11 
January, 2021 (Monday). 
All relatives, friends and 
well wishers  are request-
ed to join us in offering 
prayers for the departed 
soul at DEORALI, HOTEL 
CHOWTARA BESIDES 
BUTTERFLY FLY OVER.

We would also like to 
take this opportunity to express our gratitude to 
all those who stood by us during our time of be-
reavement and to thank you all for you kind sup-
port and concern.

Ujjal Baraily (Son)
Pradeep Baraily (Son)

Mamta Thapa (Daughter) 
Parina Baraily (Daughter)
Marena Baraily (Daughter)

Susil Thapa (Son-in-law)
Kalpa Baraily (Daughter-in-law)

Sumitra Baraily (Daughter-in-law)
And all other Baraily Family members.

Contact:   9775996049 Ujjal Baraily (Son)
     9563068906 Marena Baraily  
  (Daughter)
  9749683189 Susil Thapa (Son- 
  in-law)

Temi Tea Estate, South Sikkim 
Commercial Guest House+Tea 

Tourism on lease.
Contact:

6295779451
9474150777

temitea69@gmail.com

30 lakh on August 23, 40 lakh on September 5 and 50 
lakh on September 16.It went past 60 lakh on Septem-
ber 28, 70 lakh on October 11, crossed 80 lakh on Oc-
tober 29, 90 lakh on November 20 and surpassed the 
one-crore mark on December 19.

According to the ICMR, 17,74,63,405 samples have 
been tested up to January 5 with 9,31,408 samples be-
ing tested on Tuesday.

COVID-19: India...

Department, Doma Tshering, in turn informed that 
all the performances at the festival will be recorded 
and sent to the central team where a panel of judges 
will select the best performances which will then be 
broadcast over different media and social media plat-
forms from 12 to 19 January.

Sikkim’s best...

Health camp at Linkey 
Secondary School 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 06 Jan:

Citizens Foundation 
SOULS-Sikkim began 

a series of entry point ¬- 
Covid-19 responsive ac-
tivities cum health camps 
in November, 2020 in 
different villages of the 
State in collaboration 
with Machong PHC.

The last remaining 6 
health camps of the se-
ries were initiated today 
and will continue till 12 
January, 2021, a press re-
lease informs.

One of the camps was 
conducted at Linkey Sec-
ondary School premises 
of Thekabong Parakha 
GPU on 05 January which 
was attended by 60 stu-
dents and teachers.

The camp includ-

ed sanitization of the 
school premises to set-
ting up of foot pedes-
tal sanitizers, medical 
checkup, and mental 

health counseling.
Project Manager, 

Sangita Dahal briefed 
about the project while 
Head Mistress, Poonam 

Pradhan conveyed her 
heartfelt gratitude to the 
SOULS team for organiz-
ing such a camp at the 
school premises.

Punjab to reopen schools for 
students of classes 5 to 12 Thursday
Chandigarh, 06 Jan 
[NDTV]: Schools in Pun-
jab will reopen tomor-
row only for students 
from Class 5 to 12, the 
state government said 
today in a statement. The 
schools can work from 
10 am to 3 pm, Punjab 
Education Minister Vijay 
Inder Singla said in the 
statement.

Mr Singla said the 
decision comes after per-
sistent demand by par-
ents to reopen all schools 
- government, semi-gov-
ernment and private 
ones.

He said Chief Minister 
Captain Amarinder Singh 
has asked officials to en-
sure safety of children 
amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic. All schools will 
have to strictly follow 
guidelines, standard op-
erating procedures and 
advisories issued by the 
state health department 
and the Health Ministry.

The administration 

of several schools had 
requested the education 
department to allow 
them to reopen before 
annual exams so that 
students can do a final 
revision. Thousands of 
schools across the coun-
try have been shut since 
the pandemic reached 
India early last year and a 
lockdown was enforced. 
Many have started re-
opening only in recent 
times.

A vaccine should 
first be given to adults, 
starting with teachers, 
to prevent community 
spread of the corona-
virus disease through 
students, the chief of the 
Indian Council of Med-
ical Research (ICMR) 
said on Tuesday while 
responding to a query on 
when can Indians expect 
schools to reopen.

"The United King-
dom has burnt its fin-
gers twice by opening 
up schools. The teachers 

should be the first to get 
vaccinated. The adults in 
their families also need 
to be vaccinated so that 
there is no spread," ICMR 
Director General Dr Bal-
ram Bhargava said on 
Tuesday.

The question as-
sumes importance since 
only one of the two vac-
cines approved so far - 
Serum Institute of India's 
Covishield and Bharat 
Biotech's Covaxin - has 
been tested in children.

Dr Bhargava also 
shared data of Covaxin 
phase 1 and 2 clinical tri-
als which showed "very 
low adverse events" on 
volunteers which includ-
ed children above the age 
of 12 years.

While the Drugs Con-
troller General of India 
has allowed testing Co-
vaxin on those above 
12 years in the ongoing 
phase 3, it has approved 
Covishield shots only for 
adults.

No improvement in situation at all: 
Top Court on Farmer-Centre deadlock

New Delhi, 06 Jan 
[NDTV]: Farmers' pro-
tests near Delhi borders 
set to intensify as the 
deadlock over new agri-
cultural laws continues, 
the Supreme Court today 
expressed disappoint-
ment, saying "there's no 
improvement in situa-
tion at all."

Chief Justice SA Bob-
de, while hearing a pe-
tition challenging the 
laws, said the top court's 
"intention was to encour-
age talks" between the 
government and the pro-
testing farmers. "There's 
no improvement in (the) 
situation at all. We un-
derstand the situation 
and we encourage talks," 
the Chief Justice said.

Two days after the 
seventh round of talks 
failed between the farm-
ers' representatives and 
the centre, Attorney 
General KK Venugopal 
told the court: "We are 
discussing with farmers. 
There are chances of 
some sort of understand-
ing between the parties."

Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta further 
said: "A healthy discus-
sion is going on now."

On Monday, Sarwan 
Singh Pandher of the 
Kisan Mazdoor Sang-
harsh Committee, who 
attended the meet with 
Agriculture Minister 
Narendra Singh Tomar, 
told reporters: "The Ag-

riculture Minister clear-
ly said during the meet 
that the laws will not be 
scrapped, he even told us 
to approach the Supreme 
Court." 

Protesting since late 
November near Del-
hi's borders, thousands 
of demonstrators have 
been demanding the 
laws be scrapped. They 
say the legislations will 
leave them at the mercy 
of corporates.

Last week, the gov-
ernment said the two 
sides were able to come 
to an understanding on 
two of the four demands 
of the farmers -- with-
drawal of the Electrici-
ty Amendment Bill and 
the penal provisions for 
stubble burning in the 
Air Quality Commission 
Ordinance.

The protesters, how-
ever, have made it clear 
they would settle for 
nothing less than the 
scapping of the laws. 
They have threatened to 
intensify the agitation 
and have called for a "Ki-
saan Parade" on Republic 

Day in Delhi and other 
parts of the country. The 
next round of talks is 
scheduled for Friday.

Last month, the Su-
preme Court had said 
the protests can continue 
while it stressed on the 
need of talks between 
both the sides. The court 
said it would refer the 
matter to a vacation 
bench and suggested that 
the government not take 
any action to implement 
the law till the court 
takes a final decision on 
the issue. "We make it 
clear that we recognise 
the fundamental right 
to protest against a law. 
There is no question of 
balancing or curtailing it. 
But it should not damage 
anyone's life or property," 
Chief Justice SA Bobde had 
said at the time. The court 
also told the protesting 
farmers: "We are saying 
it to you. You have a 
right to protest. We are 
not going to interfere. You 
carry on protests. Your 
protest has a purpose, 
and that must be fulfilled 
by talking to someone. 

4 workers die due to 
gas leak in Odisha's 
Rourkela steel plant
Bhubaneswar, 06 Jan [PTI]: At least four workers 
died on Wednesday and a few others fell ill after in-
haling a toxic gas leaked from a unit at Rourkela Steel 
Plant (RSP) of the state-run SAIL in Odisha, official 
sources said. The mishap took place at the Coal Chem-
ical Department of the RSP in the morning, when a to-
tal of 10 workers were on duty.

The four were contractual workers engaged by a 
private company, they said.

"According to a preliminary report, the four work-
ers died due to emission of carbon monoxide gas from 
the unit," the officials said.

They were admitted to the ICU of the Ispat General 
Hospital (IGH) where they died and a few others are 
being treated in the RSP dispensary.

The RSP authorities have ordered a high-level 
probe into the mishap, they said.

India's services sector 
loses more steam in 
December, job cuts resume

BENGALURU, 06 Jan (Reuters): Growth in India’s 
dominant services industry continued to lose mo-
mentum in December as a resurgence in coronavirus 
infections weighed on new business and employment, 
a private survey showed on Wednesday.

Asia’s third-largest economy has been gradually 
recovering from a coronavirus-induced recession but 
is not expected to return to pre-pandemic levels soon, 
especially within the service industry - the engine of 
economic growth and jobs in the country.

The Nikkei/IHS Markit Services Purchasing Man-
agers’ Index fell to 52.3 in December from November’s 
53.7 but held above the 50-mark separating growth 
from contraction for a third straight month.

“A spike in COVID-19 cases was reported as a key 
factor restricting growth of new work intakes among 
service providers, which in turn curbed the rise in out-
put and led to increased business uncertainty about 
the outlook,” Pollyanna De Lima, economics associate 
director at IHS Markit, said in a release.

“It is clear that the early part of 2021 will contin-
ue to be challenging and we’re looking at a sustain-
able recovery and some return to normality once 
COVID-19 vaccines become available.”

India has the second-highest number of corona-
virus infections in the world. On Sunday it approved 
two coronavirus vaccines for emergency use but it 
could take years to vaccinate over 1.3 billion people 
with its rudimentary healthcare system.

Although a sub-index monitoring overall demand 
ended a rough 2020 in growth territory, it declined to 
a three-month low as night curfews in some major cit-
ies depressed demand.

Demand from abroad remained firmly in contrac-
tion territory as many countries reimposed lockdown 
measures to contain a fresh spike in COVID-19 cases.

Weak demand forced firms to lower their prices 
despite an uptick in input costs, which increased at 
the quickest pace since February.

Meanwhile, job market conditions darkened, slip-
ping back into contraction, although the pace of job 
shedding remained minimal.

“Given the damaging impact of the pandemic on 
the service economy, some companies are facing fi-
nancial difficulties, which is preventing staff hiring. 
December saw the ninth round of job shedding in ten 
months,” De Lima added.

Optimism about the next 12 months faded at the 
end of the year as firms were concerned about the 
uncertainty surrounding the pandemic, the rupee’s 
depreciation and rising inflationary pressures, the 
survey showed.

Despite a pick-up in factory activity, sluggish de-
mand for services meant the India composite PMI fell 
to a three-month low of 54.9.

Criticism 
mounts over 

India's 'abrupt' 
approval of 

COVAXIN
SACHIN RAVIKUMAR
BENGALURU, 06 Jan 
(Reuters): Criticism of 
India’s approval of a local 
COVID-19 vaccine with-
out proof of its efficacy 
grew on Wednesday after 
news that a regulatory 
panel approved the shot 
just one day after asking 
the vaccine maker for 
more evidence it would 
work.

The recommenda-
tions of the Indian drugs 
regulator’s subject ex-
pert committee (SEC) re-
leased on Tuesday show 
that the panel asked 
Bharat Biotech Inter-
national Ltd to present 
more efficacy data for its 
COVID-19 shot before it 
could consider approving 
the treatment.

“After detailed delib-
eration, the committee 
recommended that the 
firm ... may perform in-
terim efficacy analysis 
for further consideration 
of restricted emergency 
use approval,” the SEC’s 
recommendations in a 
Jan. 1 meeting show.

The very next day, the 
committee recommend-
ed approving Bharat Bio-
tech’s vaccine for “restrict-
ed use in emergency situ-
ation in public interest as 
an abundant precaution.” 
The SEC also separately 
recommended emergency 
use authorisation for the 
Oxford University/Astra-
Zeneca COVID-19 vaccine, 
being produced by India’s 
Serum Institute.

The greenlighting of 
Bharat Biotech’s COVAXIN 
had already faced criti-
cism from opposition law-
makers and health experts 
for lack of efficacy data, 
typically obtained from a 
large, Phase III human tri-
al - which the manufactur-
er is still conducting.

News of the SEC’s rec-
ommendations spurred 
further criticism.

“Was the Subject Ex-
pert Committee (SEC) 
approval a command per-
formance? This is as seri-
ous as it can get,” Manish 
Tewari, an opposition 
lawmaker, said on Twitter. 
Health experts questioned 
why the SEC abruptly rec-
ommended approval one 
day after asking Bharat 
Biotech for more analysis.

“The SEC ... appears 
to have been pressured 
overnight into reconsid-
ering its decision and giv-
ing approval the next day, 
albeit hedged in by many 
conditions,”.
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Cleanliness drive at Singtam Bazaar
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 06 Jan:

A cleanliness drive was carried out at Singtam bazaar from upper 
bazaar area to Goskhan Dara today, a press release informs.

The initiative was taken by Singtam Police led by SHO, Santa Gu-

rung and SDPO Rangpo, Dilip Tamang along with Drivers Association 
Singtam, Sikkim Bihari Jagaran Manch, Singtam Nagar Panchayat, 
Fire & Emergency (Singtam Branch), and Bazaar contractors.

Two fire trucks were provided by NHPC (Balutar) and Rangpo 
Fire Station for the drive. 

Ndombele's all-action response to 
Mourinho's call drives Spurs into final
ED AARONS
London, 06 Jan [theGuardian]: José 
Mourinho said last week: “It’s not easy 
for him to last 90 minutes.” This time, 
however, as Tottenham booked their 
place in the Carabao Cup final with 
a 2-0 victory over Brentford, Tanguy 
Ndombele proved him wrong.

From the first minute when he burst 
from his own half before picking out Lu-
cas Moura with an inch-perfect pass, the 
imposing France international looked 
determined to make an impression in a 
match his manager had described as the 
biggest since he arrived at Totten-
ham in November 2019.

In the intervening months – and 
while England’s Dele Alli has sat on 
the sidelines – Ndombele has be-
come Mourinho’s pet project but 
his tough-love approach is clearly 
paying dividends as Tottenham can 
now prepare for their first domestic 
final since losing against Chelsea in 
this competition in 2015.

As well as the obvious talents 
of Harry Kane and Son Heung-min, 
this Spurs team rely on the mercurial 
ability of a player who started his se-
nior career in the third tier of French 
football before joining Lyon shortly 
before he turned 19. Deployed in an 
advanced position ahead of Moussa 
Sissoko and Pierre-Emile Højbjerg, 
it is usually Ndombele’s job to break 
the lines and feed the strike duo. But 
he was everywhere in the opening ex-
changes against Brentford, winning the 
ball back on the edge of his own penal-
ty area before appearing a few seconds 
later as a Tottenham attack came to 
nothing.

Ndombele was the first to congrat-
ulate Sissoko – another Frenchman 
who is thriving under Mourinho – after 
his assured finish gave Spurs the lead 
inside the opening quarter of an hour. 
Once derided as a weak link in the 
Tottenham midfield who was the un-
fortunate culprit when Liverpool were 
awarded a penalty in the second min-

ute of the 2019 Champions League final, the 
31-year-old Sissoko has the kind of energy 
of which his compatriot can only dream.

Before Tuesday night, Ndombele 
had been substituted in all but two of 
the matches he has started for Spurs 
this season – 12 times in the Premier 
League (the second most behind West 
Ham’s Jarrod Bowen with 15) and twice 
in the Europa League. The exceptions were 
against Shkendija in the Europa League 
qualifying round in September and in the 
penalty shootout victory against Chelsea in 
this competition a week later. 

No charges against Wisconsin 
officer who shot Jacob Blake

KENOSHA, Wis. (AP): A Wiscon-
sin prosecutor declined Tuesday 
to file charges against a white po-
lice officer who shot a Black man 
in the back in Kenosha, concluding 
he couldn’t disprove the officer’s 
contention that he acted in self-de-
fense because he feared the man 
would stab him.

The decision, met with swift 
criticism from civil rights advo-
cates and some public officials, 
threatened to reignite protests 
that rocked the city after the 
Aug. 23 shooting that left Jacob 
Blake paralyzed. Gov. Tony Evers, 
a Democrat, called the decision 
“further evidence that our work is 
not done” and called for people to 
work together for equity. Lt. Gov. 
Mandela Barnes, who is Black, was 
more pointed on Twitter: “I wish I 
could say that I’m shocked. It’s an-
other instance in a string of misap-
plications of justice.”

Kenosha County District Attor-
ney Michael Graveley said investi-
gators concluded Blake was carry-
ing a knife when police responded 
to a report he was trying to steal 
a car. Officer Rusten Sheskey said 
he “feared Jacob Blake was going 
to stab him with the knife” as he 
tried to stop Blake from fleeing the 
scene.

“I do not believe the state ... 
would be able to prove that the 
privilege of self-defense is not 
available,” Graveley said.

The shooting of Blake, cap-
tured on bystander video, turned 
the nation’s spotlight on Wiscon-
sin during a summer marked by 
protests over police brutality and 
racism. More than 250 people 
were arrested during protests in 
the days that followed, including 
then-17-year-old Kyle Ritten-
house, a self-styled medic with an 
assault rifle who is charged in the 
fatal shootings of two men and the 
wounding of a third.

Blake family members ex-
pressed anger about the charging 
decision.

“This is going to impact this city 
and this state and this nation for 
many years to come,” Justin Blake, 
an uncle, said. “Unless the people 
rise up and do what they’re sup-
posed to do. This is a government 
for the people by the people, cor-
rect? We talk about this constitu-
tion everybody’s supposed to be so 
committed to, and yet we stand in 
the state that has the most convic-
tions of African Americans in the 
United States. So they’re weighing 
heavy on one side of justice, but 
they’re allowing police officers to 
rain down terror on our communi-
ties. It’s injust.”

Ben Crump, an attorney for 
Blake’s family, said in a statement 
the decision “further destroys 
trust in our justice system” and 
said he would proceed with a law-
suit. In a later tweet, he questioned 
whether Blake threatened Sheskey 
with a knife, saying “nowhere does 

the video footage show a knife ex-
tended and aimed to establish the 
requisite intent.”

A federal civil rights inves-
tigation into Blake’s shooting is 
still underway. Matthew Krueger, 
the U.S. attorney for Wisconsin’s 
Eastern District, said the Depart-
ment of Justice will make its own 
charging decision.

The Blake shooting happened 
three months after George Floyd 
died while being restrained by 
police officers in Minneapolis, a 
death that was captured on by-
stander video and sparked outrage 
and protests that spread across the 
United States and beyond. The gal-
vanized Black Lives Matter move-
ment put a spotlight on inequita-
ble policing and became a fault line 
in politics, with President Donald 
Trump criticizing protesters and 
aggressively pressing a law-and-
order message that he sought to 
capitalize on in Wisconsin and oth-
er swing states.

Kenosha, a city of 100,000 
on the Wisconsin-Illinois border 
about 60 miles north of Chicago, 
braced for renewed protests ahead 
of the charges, with concrete barri-
cades and metal fencing surround-
ing the county courthouse, ply-
wood protecting many businesses 
and the mayor granted power to 
impose curfews. Evers activated 
500 National Guard troops to as-
sist.

As temperatures dipped near 
freezing Tuesday evening, about 20 
protesters gathered and marched 
in an area north of downtown, 
chanting “No justice, no peace.” 
About 15 cars, some honking their 
horns, followed.

Vaun Mayer, a 33-year-old 
activist from Milwaukee who is 
Black, drove to Kenosha to protest. 
He said he didn’t expect the officer 
to be charged, calling Graveley’s 
decision just the latest in a line of 
prosecutors failing to charge po-
lice officers in Wisconsin.

“We’re used to this and we 
didn’t expect anything different 
than this,” he said.

At a downtown park near the 
courthouse where hundreds gath-
ered in the days after Blake was 
shot, there was no sign of any 
large, organized protests. Abdul-
lah Shabazz, 36, who said he came 
from nearby Waukegan, Illinois, 
to show solidarity with the Blake 
family, blamed the weather. Kris 
Coleman, 36, of Kenosha, stood 
nearby livestreaming National 
Guard troops manning an inter-
section. He said the city appeared 
to be better prepared than it was 
during the summer. “And I’m hap-
py,” he said. Later, a small group of 
protesters confronted Guard mem-
bers briefly at the courthouse.

Graveley told reporters during 
a two-hour presentation Tuesday 
afternoon that investigators de-
termined that the events leading 
up to the shooting began when the 

mother of Blake’s children called 
police and said Blake was about 
to drive off in her car. Officers de-
termined en route that Blake had 
a felony warrant out for sexual as-
sault.

They arrived to find Blake plac-
ing the couple’s three children 
in the back seat of the woman’s 
SUV. Graveley said officers had no 
choice but to arrest him since he 
was wanted. He said Blake resist-
ed, fighting with the officers as 
they tried to handcuff him. Officers 
used a stun gun on him three times 
to no effect.

Noble Wray, a Black former po-
lice chief and a use-of-force expert 
who reviewed the investigation, 
said Blake had a knife that appar-
ently fell to the ground during the 
struggle. Blake picked it up and of-
ficers disengaged and drew their 
guns. Blake then tried to get into 
the SUV, Wray said.

“Any officer worth their salt, 
they’re not going to let someone 
leave under these circumstances,” 
Wray said. “This is the stuff Amber 
Alerts are made of.”

Sheskey grabbed the back of 
Blake’s shirt, Graveley said. Blake 
turned and moved the knife to-
ward Sheskey, the officer told in-
vestigators, leading him to believe 
his life was in danger, the district 
attorney said.

Sheskey fired seven times, hit-
ting Blake in the back four times 
and in the side three times, leav-
ing him paralyzed from the waist 
down. Graveley said the shots in 
the side show Blake had twisted 
toward the officer.

Graveley showed reporters an 
enlarged photo of what he said was 
Blake’s knife, adding that Blake ac-
knowledged to investigators he had 
it. The district attorney walked re-
porters through how he would have 
prosecuted the case, saying jurors 
would have had to put themselves in 
Sheskey’s position and that the offi-
cer’s self-defense claims would have 
held up given the circumstances of 
the case.

Jeffrey Cramer, a former feder-
al prosecutor who has prosecuted 
officers, said Graveley presented a 
compelling case that showed why 
charges are not appropriate.

“There isn’t anyone who would 
like to be in that officer’s shoes 
-- but in that moment, he used 
what I feel was reasonable force to 
end the threat,” Cramer said. For 
those who disagree, he said, “What 
should he have done, let him drive 
away with a child in the back, let 
themselves get stabbed? … The 
only answer reasonably is -- they 
need to defend themselves.” The 
officers were not equipped with 
body cameras.

Sheskey, 31, has been the sub-
ject of five internal investigations 
since he joined the Kenosha de-
partment in 2013, including three 
reprimands for crashing his squad 
car three times over three years.  

Virus cluster 
brings new 
measures for 
China city
Beijing, Jan 6 (AP): Chi-
na has designated parts 
of Hebei province near 
Beijing as a coronavirus 
high danger zone after 14 
new cases of COVID-19 
were found.

Eleven of those cases 
were in Shijiazuang city, 
where some events for 
the 2022 Winter Olym-
pics will be held. An ad-
ditional 30 people test-
ed positive for the virus 
without showing any 
symptoms, the provin-
cial health authority said 
Tuesday.

The other three 
COVID-19 cases were in 
the city of Yantai. Parts of 
Shijiazhuang were desig-
nated high danger areas, 
meaning they will under-
go stricter testing and 
isolation measures, while 
parts of Yantai were reg-
istered as medium risk 
areas. The latest cases 
bring Hebei's number of 
currently active cases to 
19 and medical investi-
gators were looking into 
whether a single event 
such as a family gather-
ing had been the origin of 
many of the cases.

China also record-
ed two cases of domes-
tic transmission in the 
northeastern province of 
Liaoning and one case in 
Beijing. Another 16 cases 
were brought from out-
side the country.

China has recorded a 
total of 87,183 cases of 
COVID-19, with 4,634 
deaths. People who 
have tested positive but 
not shown symptoms 
have been counted sep-
arately from its official 
COVID-19 tally.

Wary of another wave 
of infections, China is 
urging tens of millions of 
migrant workers to stay 
put during next month's 
Lunar New Year holiday, 
usually the world's larg-
est annual human mi-
gration. Classes are also 
being dismissed a week 
earlier than usual and 
tourists are being told 
not to come to Beijing for 
holidays.

Project Life to hold blood 
donation camp at Reshithang

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 06 Jan:

Team "Project Life," a Gangtok-based 
organisation, has announced plans 

to hold a blood donation camp at 
Reshithang near Ranka on 07 Jan from 
10AM onwards. 

Project Life introduces itself as a 
“group that discusses ideas and not peo-
ple or events” and projects promoting 
compassion, leadership, health and hap-
piness among members as its main focus.
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Pending Issues
Difficult Delhi or poor follow-up?

Any time the Chief Minister or other leaders, 
whether from the government or outside of it, 

visit Delhi and call on Ministers and leaders there, 
they submit memorandums which detail a sub-
stantial list of “pending issues” with the Centre. 

The list of demands has remained unchanged for 
a while, and this not because Sikkim is unimagina-
tive, but because the demands have remained pend-
ing and hence continue to be petitioned for. The Cen-
tre has acquiesced to Sikkim’s demands/ requests in 
too piecemeal a fashion – IT exemption for the Sik-
kimese and ST status for Limboos and Tamangs – are 
the only major demands that have been granted in a 
long while now, and these too after too many years 
of dithering and delaying and incomplete in many 
ways. The list of demands and its follow-up has been 
so static that one does not even need to await an 
official communiqué any more before putting out a 
report on what Delhi was reminded about and how 
the Sikkim delegation received a patient hearing for. 
That is how routine the pending nature of Sikkim’s 
demands has become! Now, bored politicians don’t 
need to work on issues to raise and question and can 
just dip their hands into the basket of pending issues 
of the past two decades and pull out any to demand 
what was up with them.

One understands that the wheels turn slow in 
Delhi, and now that the current dispensation in 
office there is trying to reinvent the wheel itself, 
Sikkim will need to learn afresh how to get things 
moving in the Capital. But even as Sikkim and its 
representatives try and find their way around the 
new Delhi, a question that still needs to be asked 
is why Sikkim needs to keep returning to Delhi 
with “pending issues”. 

At one level, the reason is simple - because Del-
hi needs to constantly be reminded about them 
since concerns of a State that sends only one MP 
each to the two Houses of Parliament are rarely a 
priority. There is nothing that Sikkim can do about 
that “tyranny” of slim representation. But there 
must be more reasons behind Delhi’s easy amne-
sia on Sikkim’s pending issues, for one the pos-
sible fact that Sikkim still does not have officers 
diligent enough to follow up on proposals which 
have even the PMO’s backing. Once the politicians 
raise a demand with Central leaders and the same 
gets forwarded to the respective ministries, the 
bureaucracy comes into play and the files start 
moving. Files don’t however move if there is no 
one pursuing them, and experience bears out that 
Sikkim officials rarely do so. What is worse, some-
times, they don’t even respond to queries from the 
Centre. There have been enough instances even in 
the recent past when recalcitrance has underlined 
follow-up from Sikkim’s departments. 

Sikkim should have figured out by now that 
Delhi lacks the capacity and the time to figure out 
Sikkim’s “issues”. Most of the pending issues, how-
ever, need to be resolved by Delhi which invariably 
lobs the ball back to Sikkim and expects a neatly 
packed and formatted solution to be drafted by 
Sikkim for enforcement by Delhi. In complicated 
matters, the State also needs to provide the sup-
porting arguments and watertight justifications 
and a ready-reckoner on Sikkim’s special status 
and the leeway it allows. For more routine issues, 
sometimes it is as simple as placing the right pro-
posal on the right table. Since this is clearly not 
happening as fluidly and as professionally as is re-
quired for new demands to be framed (since the 
old have been granted), what else can the elect-
ed representatives do but keep trooping down to 
Delhi to raise issues that are still pending even af-
ter everyone has cleared them in principle?

Sikkim needs a bureaucratic machinery at 
home to troop through the doors that its leaders 
open in Delhi. Till that happens, an annual Delhi 
pilgrimage with a dusted-up list of pending de-
mands will remain and constant feature.

WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

How Trump’s Narcissism May Have 
Changed Leadership Forever

Reopen Recreation Spaces After COVID-19 For 
the Good of the Public, Not the Individual

STEVEN H. APPELBAUM
theconversation.com

Donald Trump and his narcissistic style of lead-
ership will soon vacate the political stage, de-

spite his latest attempt to cajole elected officials 
into illegally changing the outcome of November’s 
presidential election.

But what about those who aspire to key leader-
ship positions who have been inspired by Trump? 
Will they perpetuate this new model of leadership 
without understanding that the potential fallout 
could be viral and spread to their organizations 
and employees?

American psychologist and author John Gart-
ner, formerly of Johns Hopkins University, sound-
ed the alarm about Trump three years ago, calling 
on him to be removed from office because he was 
“psychologically incapable of competently dis-
charging the duties of president.” The petition gar-
nered thousands of signatures.

Narcissism can be described as a grandiose 
sense of self-importance. A healthy dose of narcis-
sism can be an integral part of a mature adult’s psy-
che. It can foster positive traits such as confidence, 
creativity, humour and wisdom.

These are of course important qualities that 
many of the world’s genius artists, business people 
and scientists possess.

But there’s a flip side to this coin, since patho-
logical narcissism may leave people extremely iso-
lated, distrustful and lacking in empathy. Perceived 
threats can easily cause pathological narcissists to 
fall into fits of rage.

HOW NARCISSISM AFFECTS LEADERSHIP 
STYLES

Their confidence and larger-than-life attitude, 
after all, have propelled them to the top. Narcis-
sistic leaders often emerge during times of crisis 
where followers seek the leadership of a charis-
matic, confident and creative chief.

To the outside world, narcissists appear self-as-
sured, charming and likeable upon first glance. For 
this reason, they often emerge as leaders. However, 

important research has shown the thin veneer of 
these qualities becomes apparent over time, and 
there’s often a stark contrast between a narcissist’s 
perceived leadership abilities and their actual abil-
ities. The narcissistic leader’s weaknesses come to 
the surface.

While their hunger for power and admiration 
may yield positive results in the beginning, in the 
long run, narcissistic leaders are bound to leave 
damaged systems and relationships in their wake.

Identifiable negative traits of narcissists in-
clude sensitivity to criticism, poor listening skills, 
lack of empathy, intense desire to compete, arro-
gance, feelings of inferiority, need for recognition 
and superiority, hypersensitivity, anger, amorality, 
irrationality, inflexibility and paranoia. Some of 
these traits seem to fit Trump.

‘DESTRUCTIVE TYRANT’
A leader who was perhaps once seen as a vi-

sionary slowly but surely transforming into a de-
structive tyrant can have grave consequences for 
organizations that are helmed by narcissists. Nar-
cissistic leadership can negatively affect job satis-
faction and morale while fuelling chaos and em-
ployee turnover.

As time goes on, their insecurities, domineer-
ing nature and disregard for the feelings and 
needs of others lead to employees’ emotional 
exhaustion, burnout and withdrawal from the 
organization. In essence, only the leader’s be-
liefs, experiences and knowledge count. This was 
evident when Trump publicly stated he knew 
more than his generals and even in his recent-
ly revealed phone call to Georgia officials, when 
he attempted to browbeat and threaten them to 
“find” more than 11,000 votes.

Indeed, there is no more relevant or obvious ex-
ample of the damaging effects of excessive narcis-
sism on leadership ability than Trump. His chaotic 
leadership style is useful to study since very few of 
us are trained to deal with this type of behaviour 
and this type of person.

Before he was elected president, Trump had 
made a name for himself in the mainstream me-

dia and turned his public persona into a lucrative 
brand. His 1988 book, The Art of the Deal, and later 
his NBC show, The Apprentice, garnered a large fol-
lowing of admirers, many in leadership positions.

Of course, Trump floundered at times, declar-
ing bankruptcy six times, but he always managed 
to save himself and threaten his naysayers until 
they disappeared.

We’ve experienced signs of the destructiveness 
of his behaviour on the world stage. Rather than 
knowing the “art of a deal,” a president and any 
other leader should know the art of diplomacy, em-
pathy and service. Unfortunately, these are words 
that aren’t part of Trump’s vocabulary.

What’s more, his erratic behaviour seems to 
have had a detrimental effect on his team mem-
bers, who can never seem to control his outbursts. 
This should serve as a warning to organizational 
leaders flirting with this type of leader.

CAN THE NARCISSIST BE MANAGED?
In today’s uncertain market, more and more 

companies are becoming comfortable with this 
type of unpredictable and chaotic leadership style, 
hoping for big gains and magic.

It’s critical to understand that it’s possible 
for businesses to reap the benefits of a narcis-
sistic leader as long there’s a trusted sidekick or 
No. 2 who can anchor their grandiose ideas and 
help control them. This is tricky to do and not 
common in contemporary organizations as they 
attempt to eradicate any perceived competition 
or control.

Any type of controlling influence has been ab-
sent in the Trump administration as he operates 
without guardrails, creating great fallout.

The issue for followers is it never ends well. We 
have seen this real-time case study play out for the 
past four years of the Trump presidency.

The challenge is: How will current and future 
organizational leaders accept or reject the type 
of narcissistic and damaging leader who is deter-
mined to win at any cost?

[the writer is Professor of 
Management, Concordia University]

BRUCE ERICKSON
theconversation.com

As we struggle through various 
phases of COVID-19 restrictions, 

we are all looking towards what will 
be a long and tentative process of re-
opening. Yet the lessons from our first 
reopening strategies last spring make 
it clear that we have a number of very 
important questions arising about 
leisure, recreation and public space.

Taking fishing, for example. In 
April 2020, a California Fish and 
Game Commission virtual meeting 
was interrupted by over 500 partic-
ipants concerned about a rumoured 
(and untrue) closure of the sport 
fishing season (“Make Fishing Great 
Again!” was one of their slogans).

A couple of months later and 
further up the Pacific Coast in Brit-
ish Columbia, a private fishing lodge 
on Haida Gwaii ignored the ban on 
non-residents issued by the Council 
of the Haida Nation and opened up 
its remote resort to paying custom-
ers. While the supposedly innocent 
activity of fishing has long been a 
site of conflict and negotiation (one 
especially connected to colonialism), 
COVID-19 is part of a new front in 
those conflicts.

LEISURE IN THE PANDEMIC
Indeed, leisure has been a central 

part of the COVID-19 discussion and 
experience so far. Here, in Manitoba, 
one of the first actions taken in the 
aftermath of our first COVID-19 case 
was to close community recreation 
centres, pools and libraries. While 
COVID-19 has handed out a host of 
new stresses on our lives, includ-
ing sickness, grieving, isolation, loss 
of income and overwork, it has also 

meant a substantial change in our 
free-time patterns. And much like the 
broader experience of the pandemic, 
leisure life has been a very polarized 
experience shaped by layers of privi-
lege and a little random luck.

Even the closure of recreation ser-
vices has an uneven impact, as those 
with access to private pools and gyms 
— and now backyard skating rinks 
— feel this less than others. When 
the services were allowed to reopen 
in the spring, it was the fee-for-ser-
vice facilities that opened first. And 
of course, regulations are unevenly 
applied between communities, such 
that public space is implicitly a space 
for white wealthy citizens.

Beyond access to facilities, we are 
also finding that many individual lei-
sure activities run up against a set of 
rules designed for collective well-be-
ing. On both sides there are convinc-
ing and evidence-based rationales: In 
the increasing anxiety of COVID-19 
lockdowns, being able to safely get 
outside will help alleviate mental and 
physical health issues.

Yet while transmission is less like-
ly outdoors, our urban spaces can’t 
always handle everyone going out at 
the same time. More acutely, rural 
spaces, such as First Nations territo-
ries on the B.C. coast, can’t handle an 
influx of urban dwellers and the pos-
sibility of transmission.

ECONOMIC ECOSYSTEM
On the surface, these two con-

trary desires are possible to resolve 
in acceptable ways. However, it’s not 
always that easy. Working against the 
rational resolution of these two poles 
of the argument is the importance of 
the leisure industry to the economy 
and the overwhelming individualistic 

nature of our leisure pursuits.
Leisure activities, especially ones 

that we participate in individually or 
in small groups, are an easy option 
for governments looking to open up 
small sectors of the economy. This is 
especially the case for regions that 
rely heavily on the influx of money 
from tourism.

My province has predicted a 
$900-million shortfall because of the 
loss of international tourism. Part of 
the solution for Manitoba has been to 
focus on encouraging regional travel 
instead of international tourism. Yet 
the individualistic nature of our lei-
sure habits can turn this into a trag-
edy of the commons.

While it might be easy to chalk 
up this dilemma to our selfish de-
sires, we also need to recognize the 
culture of freedom that is ingrained 
in our outdoor recreation and lei-
sure culture.

In North America, individual ac-
complishments in nature are mark-
ers of privilege and individual free-
dom. This kind of frontier mentality 
views the urban world as having 
a stranglehold on our desires and 
ability to fully express ourselves. 
Only in nature, the refrain goes, can 
we find our true self. This culture of 
freedom is also linked to ideals of 
whiteness that reduce the possibili-
ty for equitable access to wilderness 
public space.

THE PURSUIT OF NATURE
It is worth remembering that this 

culture of individualism was often 
promoted not only as a way to gain 
individual pleasure and satisfaction, 
but also as part of a political move-
ment. Early conservationists played 
up nature as a way to provide individ-

ual health promotion and as a kind of 
moral duty in the face of a changing 
society — think here of naturalists 
Henry David Thoreau and John Muir 
as well as Pierre Elliott Trudeau.

Urban recreational habits, like 
the popularity of running or the in-
troduction of public playgrounds, 
similarly have moral roots. What is 
important to note here is that the 
dominant, white, individualistic and 
consumer-based nature of our recre-
ational activities has been produced 
in this way — it isn’t just a part of hu-
man nature.

It is important, then, to recog-
nize that these decisions about what 
kinds of activities we like, or privi-
lege, are shaped not just by our indi-
vidual preferences, but by particular 
ways of looking at what public space 
should be. These ideas about public 
space, whether they are in the city 
or in the country, are built upon our 
ideas about race and safety.

Held behind the promotion of 
these individual recreational trends, 
and the new guidelines for staying 
safe in the time of COVID-19, are 
beliefs about how our access to the 
public world around us should be 
governed. It is common to recognize 
the potential that this pandemic has 
for creating lasting change, and so it 
is worthwhile to take this time to re-
think our use of public space.

One step in that journey is to rec-
ognize how we came to prioritize 
certain individual freedoms over so-
cial safety and public good, and the 
impact those cultural ideals has on 
equitable access to public space.

[the writer is Assistant 
Professor of Human Geography, 

University of Manitoba]



5SummitTIMES | 07 January 2021NeighbourhoodWATCH

One new COVID-19 case in 
Andamans; tally at 4,949

Army jawan held on charges 
of supplying heroin in HP

3 new COVID-19 cases 
in Arunachal Pradesh

Bengal reports 24 more COVID-19 
deaths, 812 fresh cases

Mizoram reports 13 new 
COVID-19 cases, tally at 4,247

No fresh COVID-19 fatality 
in Odisha after 6 months

Kerala HC orders re-trial in Walayar case

Madhya Pradesh bans chicken import 
from southern states for 10 days

Indore/Bhopal, 06 Jan 
[PTI]: Madhya Pradesh 
will not allow entry to 
chicken consignments 
from Kerala and other 
southern states for next 
10 days in view of the 
bird flu scare in MP, state 
Chief Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan said on 
Wednesday.

Talking to reporters 
in Indore, Mr Chouhan 
also said his government 
was issuing directives to 
ban the transportation 
of chicken consignments 
from these states to the 
border districts of Mad-
hya Pradesh.

"Bird flu symptoms 
were found in chickens in 
Kerala and other south-
ern states. Therefore, 
we have decided that no 
chicken from these states 
will be allowed to enter 
Madhya Pradesh for the 
next 10 days," Mr Chou-
han said, without speci-
fying any other state.

Earlier in the day, the 
chief minister reviewed 
the bird flu situation with 
officials in Bhopal, after 
mass death of crows was 
reported from some dis-
tricts of the state, includ-
ing Indore, Agar Malwa 
and Mandsaur.

Later, in Indore he 
said, "I have reviewed 
the bird flu situation in 
the state today. There is 
no cause of worry. We are 
keeping a constant watch 
on the situation."

"Bird flu symptoms 
were found in crows and 
in some other other avi-

an species, but during 
a random inspection of 
poultries, the disease 
was not found in any 
chicken," the chief minis-
ter said.

Mr Chouhan said he 
has directed all district 
collectors in the state to 
talk to poultry farm own-
ers for deciding guide-
lines for the prevention 
of bird flu.

"The poultry farms 
will now run as per these 
guidelines," he said.

Earlier, while review-
ing the bird flu situation 
in the state capital, Mr 
Chouhan directed offi-
cials concerned to take 
necessary preventive 
measures and step-up 
vigil at poultries in the 
districts where bird 
deaths have been report-
ed.

He directed officials 

to ensure that guidelines 
are followed and also 
asked the animal hus-
bandry department and 
other allied agencies to 
remain alert.

"As a precaution-
ary measure, chicken 
trade with a few south-
ern states will remain 
banned for a limited pe-
riod," a public relations 
department official said.

"The ban is enforced 
as a precaution after re-
ports of death of crows 
were received from In-
dore, Agar Malwa and 
Mandsaur," he said.

There is no prob-
lem as such in the state, 
the official said, adding 
that precautionary mea-
sures have been taken, 
which include inform-
ing districts about the 
guidelines issued by the 
Centre. On Tuesday, an 

official report confirmed 
bird flu as the cause of 
mass death of crows in 
Mandsaur and Agar Mal-
wa districts, after Indore.

Presence of H5N8 
virus (a variant of avian 
influenza or bird flu) was 
found in the carcasses of 
crows in Mandsaur and 
Agar Malwa districts, an 
official said, citing test 
results of samples sent 
for laboratory analysis.

A total of 155 dead 
crows in Indore have 
been found with the 
H5N8 virus since the 
pathogen was first de-
tected in the state's com-
mercial hub a week back.

Since December 23, 
2020, about 400 avi-
an deaths have been 
reported across 10 
districts of Madhya 
Pradesh, the PR depart-
ment official said.

Apart from Indore, 
Agar Malwa and Mand-
saur, samples of dead 
avians were collected 
from Ujjain, Sehore, De-
was, Guna, Shajapur, 
Khargone and Neemuch 
districts and sent to the 
National Institute of High 
Security Animal Diseases 
(NIHSAD) in Bhopal for 
testing, the official said.

Several states on 
Tuesday sounded an 
alert to contain the H5N8 
strain of bird flu and sent 
samples for testing while 
Kerala began culling of 
chickens and ducks.

Karnataka and Tamil 
Nadu stepped up sur-
veillance and formed 
guidelines following the 
outbreak of the viral in-
fection in neighbouring 
Kerala, where around 
1,700 ducks have died 
due to the flu. 

Kolkata, Jan 5 (PTI): The COVID-19 
death toll in West Bengal rose to 9,841 
after 24 more people succumbed to the 
disease on Tuesday, the state health de-
partment said in a bulletin.

The tally mounted to 5,56,384 after 
812 fresh cases of the infection were re-
ported from various parts of the state, 
it said.

Since Monday, 1,166 recoveries 
were reported in the state bettering the 
discharge rate to 96.56 per cent.

Altogether 5,37,250 people have so 
far been cured of the disease in West 
Bengal, the bulletin said.

The state now has 9,293 active cas-

es. Eight fresh fatalities were report-
ed from North 24 Parganas while four 
deaths were registered in Kolkata. The 
remaining casualties were recorded in 
various other districts, it said.

Out of the 24 deaths, 22 were due 
to comorbidities where COVID-19 was 
incidental.

North 24 Parganas accounted for 
237 new cases followed by Kolkata 
(199), Hooghly (46) and South 24 Par-
ganas (33), the bulletin added.

In the last 24 hours, 30,712 samples 
were tested for coronavirus in West 
Bengal taking the total number of such 
tests to 72,66,038, the bulletin said.

Itanagar, Jan 6 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh 
recorded three new 
COVID-19 cases in the 
last 24 hours, pushing 
the tally in the state to 
16,744, a senior health 
official said on Wednes-
day.

One case each was 
detected from East Siang, 
Pakke Kessang and Lohit 
district respectively, the 
official said.

Two patients are 
symptomatic and shifted 
to Covid-Care Centres, 
State Surveillance Officer 
(SSO) Dr Lobsang Jampa 
said.

All the cases were 
detected through rapid 
antigen tests, the official 
said.

Eleven more people 
were cured of the disease 

on Tuesday, taking the 
total number of recover-
ies in the state to 16,609, 
the SSO said.

The COVID-19 recov-
ery rate in the state is 
99.19 per cent, he said.

Arunachal Pradesh 
now has 79 active coro-
navirus cases, while 56 
people have succumbed 
to the infection so far 
he said, adding that the 
fatality ratio is 0.33 per 
cent.

The Capital Complex 
region, comprising Itana-
gar, Naharlagun, Nirjuli 
and Banderdewa areas, 
has the highest number 
of active cases at 27, fol-
lowed by Tawang (19), 
East Siang and West 
Kameng at nine each.

The state has so far 
tested 3,81,014 samples 

for COVID-19, including 
1,080 on Tuesday, while 
the positivity rate is 
0.47 per cent, Dr Jampa 
added. Meanwhile, Chief 
Minister Pema Khandu 
has expressed pleasure 
over the decreasing num-
ber of COVID-19 patients 
in the state and congratu-
lated the health workers 
for their sustained effort 
to fight the pandemic.

"As the New Year 
rolls, we have good news. 
The active #COVID19 
cases in #Arunachal con-
tinues to decline. It has 
come down to below 
100 with impressive re-
covery rate of more than 
99%. Thanks to contin-
ued sustained effort to 
fight the pandemic by 
our health workers," 
Khandu tweeted.

Port Blair, Jan 6 (PTI): 
The COVID-19 caseload 
in Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands rose to 4,949 
as one more person has 
tested positive for the 
disease in the Union 
Territory, a health de-
partment official said on 
Wednesday.

The fresh case was 
detected during contact 
tracing, he said.

The death toll re-
mained at 62 as no new 
fatality due to the infec-
tion was reported in the 
last 24 hours.

At least eight people 
were cured of the disease 
on Tuesday, taking the 
total number of recover-
ies in the archipelago to 
4,856, the official said.

The Union Territory 

now has 31 active cases.
After witnessing a 

steady rise in corona-
virus cases for several 
months, the Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands did 
not report any fresh 
case on Monday, which, 
according to the official, 
was encouraging.

The overall COVID situ-
ation is under control in the 
archipelago as the local ad-
ministration has been strict 
to ensure that health safety 
protocols are followed to 
contain the spread of the 
disease, he said.

The Andaman and 
Nicobar administra-
tion has conducted 
1,87,115 sample tests for 
COVID-19 so far, and the 
positivity rate stands at 
2.64 per cent, he added.

Shimla, Jan 6 (PTI): A 
27-year-old Army jawan 
has been arrested on 
the charges of supply-
ing heroin in Himachal 
Pradesh's Kullu district, 
a police official said on 
Wednesday.

Sandeep Kumar Rathi, 
a resident of Shekhupur 
Majri village in Haryana's 
Gurgaon, was held with 
another man identified 
as Hemant after 69 gram 
of heroin were recovered 
from their possession on 
Tuesday, Kullu SP Gaurav 
Singh said.

The SP said the two 
men were coming to Kul-
lu to supply heroin in a 

car, which has been im-
pounded.

The duo was held in 
connection with a case 
registered on Monday 
under section 21 of the 
NDPS Act at Kullu po-
lice station after two lo-
cals Roma Devi (29) and 
Pradeep Kumar (22) had 
been arrested with 52 
gram heroin.

During investigation, 
the names of the two 
men, including the Army 
jawan, surfaced and they 
were arrested on Tues-
day, Singh said.

Further investigation 
into the matter is under-
way, he added.

Bhubaneswar, Jan 6 
(PTI): After a gap of 
over six months, Odisha 
on Wednesday did not 
report any fresh fatality 
due to COVID-19, while 
231 new cases pushed 
the state's caseload to 
3,30,921, a health official 
said.

As many as 133 new 
cases were reported 
in quarantine centres, 
while 98 infections were 
detected during contact 
tracing, he said.

Sundergarh district 
reported the highest 
number of new cases at 
32, followed by Bargarh 
(25) and Angul (21), the 
official said.

"Happy to share that 
after over six months, 
there are no COVID 
deaths reported in the 
state on 5th January, 
2021. We salute our 
COVID Warriors whose 
tireless efforts have 
made this possible," the 
state Health Department 
tweeted.

The state's coronavi-
rus death toll remained 
unchanged at 1,887.

Khurda district, un-
der which Bhubaneswar 
falls, has so far report-
ed the highest number 
of COVID-19 deaths at 
326, followed by Ganjam 
(247), Sundergarh (169), 
Cuttack (140) and Puri 

(117), the health official 
said.

Fifty-three coronavi-
rus patients have died to 
comorbidities so far, he 
said.

The state had report-
ed its first COVID-19 fa-
tality on April 7 last year 
when a 72-year-old man 
from Bhubaneswar suc-
cumbed to the infection.

Odisha now has 2,203 
active coronavirus cases, 
while 3,26,778 people 
have recovered from the 
infection so far.

The state has so far 
tested over 70.65 lakh 
samples for COVID-19, 
including 20,195 on 
Tuesday, he added.

Aizawl, Jan 6 (PTI): At least 13 people, 
including two security personnel, test-
ed positive for COVID-19 in Mizoram 
on Wednesday, raising the tally in the 
state to 4,247, a health department of-
ficial said.

All the fresh cases were reported 
from Aizawl district, he said.

"Seven cases were detected through 
RT-PCR at Zoram Medical College (ZMC) 
and six through rapid antigen tests. 
Two security personnel of Assam Rifles 
and Border Security Force were among 
the new patients," the official said.

Seven of the 13 patients were as-

ymptomatic. Five have travel history 
and two were detected during contact 
tracing, while it is yet to be ascertained 
how the remaining six persons con-
tracted the disease, he said.

Mizoram now has 86 active cases 
and 4,153 people have recovered from 
the disease so far and seven died.

The recovery rate among coronavi-
rus patients in the state stands at 97.79 
per cent, the official said.

The state has so far conducted 
1,83,145 sample tests, including 873 
on Tuesday, and the positivity rate is at 
2.32 per cent, he added.

Kochi, Jan 6 (PTI): The 
Kerala High Court on 
Wednesday ordered a 
re-trial in the Walayar 
case in which two minor 
sisters were found dead 
in their hut in 2017 after 
allegedlybeing sexually 
assaulted.

A Division Bench of 
Justices A Hariprasad 
and M R Anitha allowed 
the appeals filed by the 
state government and 
the mother of the chil-
dren and set aside a Spe-
cial Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offenc-
es (POCSO) Court order 
acquitting five accused in 
the case.

The courtdirected the 
accused to appear before 
the trial court on Janu-
ary20.

It observed that there 
were serious lapses in 

the investigation and that 
the entire matter needs 
fresh consideration.

The court also al-
lowed the prosecution 
to seek permission from 
the trial court for further 
probe into the matter.

"We are constrained 
to observe that the initial 
part of the investigation 
into this case was utterly 
disgusting.

The probe officer, de-
puted to investigate into 
the case, failed to gather 
any proper scientificevi-
dence even after a week 
after the death of the 
younger girl," the court 
observed.

The Bench expressed 
dissatisfaction in the 
manner of conduct of 
trial by the POCSO Court 
and pointed out the need 
for special training for 

the POCSO Court judges.
The eldest girl, aged 

13, was found hanging 
in the hut on January 13, 
2017 and the younger 
sister (9) on March 4.

Both were allegedly 
sexually assaulted.

However, a special 
POCSO court in Palakkad 
had, in October 2019, ac-
quitted the five accused 
for want for evidence.

Days after the ac-
quittal, the government 
had, on November 18, 
removed the Public Pros-
ecutor who handled the 
case.

Later, the govern-
ment filed an appeal in 
the High Court challeng-
ing the acquittal, saying 
the lower court verdict 
was"absolutely perverse 
and wholly unsustain-
able.
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Colin Bell wasn't a superstar. He just 
happened to be a brilliant footballer
SIMON HATTENSTONE
London, 06 Jan [theGuardian]: 
The King is dead. RIP Colin 
Bell. He was nicknamed Nijin-
sky after the great racehorse 
because he’d run and run and 
never tire. But it could just as 
easily have been after the bal-
let dancer. To the rest of us he 
was simply Colin the King.

He strode through mid-
field like a colossus; a god 
– and the space invariably 
opened up in front of him. He 
didn’t do anything particularly 
tricky or fast, he just ran with 
the ball. Bell was the complete 
midfielder. He scored goals 
with his head, he scored tap-
ins, he scored bangers from 
outside the area. He tackled, 
chased, closed-down, drib-
bled, crossed, headed, defend-
ed and passed beautifully. He 
was the complete midfielder. 
Colin won 48 England caps, 
and there would have been so 
many more if he’d not been 
injured in his prime.

He scored the greatest 
goal I ever saw, against Burn-
ley. I think. From 40 yards 
out he wellied the ball, and 
it screamed into the top cor-
ner. I say I think. I never saw 
the goal again. The camer-
as weren’t there that day. So 
for me it will be the greatest 
old-fashioned goal, for ever 
framed in the mind’s eye.

We all wanted to play No 
8 – Colin’s number. Of modern 
players, the way he ate up the 
turf was similar to Kevin De 
Bruyne. He was not as outra-
geously gifted as De Bruyne, 
but this was a different era. 
De Bruyne never had to play 
on the Baseball Ground. King 
Colin was mighty in the mud.

Bell, who came to City 
from Bury, was at Maine Road 
for the glory days Mk1 – that 

era in the late 1960s when 
City enjoyed phenomenal suc-
cess without buying it (unless 
you count the £45,000 we 
paid to Bury for him). He was 
the totem of the City team that 
won every domestic trophy in 
a three-year period between 
1968 and 1970, followed by 
the European Cup Winners’ 
Cup. He made so many goals 
(we didn’t call them assists 
back then) and could be relied 
on to knock in 14 or so goals 
in a 42-match season, some-
times more. He scored 142 
goals in 481 for City – a phe-
nomenal record, particularly 
back then, for a midfielder.

I started going to City in 
1974, at the arse-end of the 
glory days. We won one more 
trophy, in 1976, the League 
Cup, but by then Colin was 
crippled – scythed down by 
Martin Buchan in a league 
Cup derby City won 4-0. It 
was one of the greatest nights 

of my life, and one of the 
worst. City fans of a certain 
vintage still replay that tackle 
in their head. We never for-
gave Buchan. Weeks turned 
into months, and still the King 
wasn’t back.

Eventually, two years and 
44 days after the injury, he 
returned against Newcastle 
United. It was Boxing Day 
1977, and the ground was full. 
He came on as a substitute to 
the most sustained, emotional 
roar you ever heard at a foot-
ball match. But he wasn’t the 
same Colin Bell. The knee was 
kaput. He could no longer do 
the thing for which he was fa-
mous – run and run, and eat 
up the turf. But he was still 
King Colin.

For 35 years during which 
City won no trophies, Colin 
was pretty much all we had; 
all we talked about, all we 
sang about. Even the kids who 
never saw him. “No 1 is Colin 

Bell, No 2 is Colin Bell, No 3 
is Colin Bell, and No 4 is Bell 
as well.” The song went right 
down to the sub (only one 
back then) being Colin Bell. 
The song built up to its rousing 
chorus – a hymn to the tune of 
Lily the Pink, was “We’ll drink a 
drink a drink, To Colin the king, 
The king the king the king, He’s 
the leader of Man City, He’s the 
greatest inside forward, That 
the wooooooorrrrrrld … has 
ever seen.”

And he was for us. When 
we moved to the Etihad Sta-
dium, one of the stands was 
named after him – unfortu-
nately the Bell End never had 
the majestic resonance in-
tended, so it was renamed the 
more sober Colin Bell Stand. 
When former players cited the 
greatest City players, they al-
ways named Bell. Even in the 
moneyed era when we could 
buy the best in the world. 
At the end of last season I 

interviewed Mike Summer-
bee, who played in the same 
team as Bell (two thirds of the 
famous Bell-Summerbee-Lee tri-
umvirate) about the departure 
of David Silva. He said no City 
player has had Silva’s ability, but 
of course he had to compare him 
with Colin. And adore Silva as he 
did, I think I knew where his 
loyalty ultimately lay.

Colin was a rock star foot-
baller. But what made him so 
special was that he was also 
the ultimate anti-rock star. He 
was gorgeous, almost icon-
ically cool, but the hair was 
slightly too pudding basin to 
be George Best cool or Rod-
ney Marsh cool. When George 
Best opened up a designer 
boutique with Summerbee, 
Bell opened up a restaurant 
with the equally unflashy Col-
in Waldron. Bell wasn’t above 
serving anybody a bit of grub.

There were no histrion-
ics when he scored. He didn’t 

punch the air or do backflips, 
he simply raised his hands, 
turned around and got on 
with the game. When play-
ers tried to embrace him he 
virtually shooed them away. 
He’d done nothing special, 
he’d scored a goal, done the 
job that he was paid for. Bell 
wasn’t a superstar, he was a 
workman plying his trade.

When he retired he wasn’t 
interested in being a star 
commentator or the big I am. 
He simply left. On the rare oc-
casion the TV cameras caught 
up with him, he seemed lost 
for words. King Colin was as 
un-regal as it gets – the an-
tithesis of the modern gated 
superstar. He wasn’t even the 
boy next door. He was too shy 
for that. He was simply a qui-
et fella called Colin who hap-
pened to be a brilliant footbal-
ler. If ever there was a time to 
drink a drink a drink to Colin 
the King, it’s now.

Amre joins Delhi Capitals as assistant coach

Arab trailblazer Jabeur aims for titles and top 10 in 2021

Britain heading for 'perfect storm' over 
fitness in winter lockdown, says expert

City don't 
have enough 
players for 
League Cup 
semi, says 
Guardiola
London, 06 Jan (Reu-
ters): Manchester City 
manager Pep Guardiola 
has said he has a deplet-
ed squad for Wednes-
day’s League Cup semi-fi-
nal at Manchester United 
because of the impact of 
a COVID-19 outbreak at 
the Etihad club.

Teams can name nine 
substitutes on bench in 
the League Cup semis 
and final after the EFL 
approved five substitu-
tions per game. However, 
City had six players un-
available due to positive 
tests in their 3-1 Premier 
League win at Chelsea 
last weekend.

City’s game at Ever-
ton last week was also 
postponed due to sever-
al positive cases in their 
camp, with the Manches-
ter club joining Newcas-
tle United, Sheffield Unit-
ed and Fulham among 
those who have suffered 
virus outbreaks in the 
top flight.

“We don’t have many 
players,” Guardiola told 
Sky Sports. “To play one, 
two games is okay, but if 
sustained for a long time 
- and you can use just 14 
or 15 players - it will be 
more difficult.

“But... we have to ad-
just as much as possible. 
We don’t have an alterna-
tive. The important thing 
is the guys who have 
COVID recover well and 
the others try to avoid it 
as much as possible.”

The Premier League 
returned 40 new 
COVID-19 cases on Tues-
day, the highest in a week 
this season, after two 
rounds of testing last 
week.

But despite the surg-
ing infections in England 
caused by a new variant 
of the virus, the Premier 
League has said games 
will be held as scheduled 
with the competition 
being allowed to contin-
ue during the national 
COVID-19 lockdown.

“It looks like we are 
an island inside the soci-
ety. It’s like everything is 
locked down except our-
selves,” Guardiola added.

“They (players) have 
to be careful what they 
do. Social distance, be 
careful and be lucky be-
cause even doing as best 
as possible, there are 
risks.”

London, 06 Jan (Reuters): Ons Jabeur 
made huge gains to climb to career-best 
rankings last year, but the Tunisian 
trailblazer is fed up with only reaching 
quarter-finals and wants to win titles in 
2021 to secure a place in the top 10 of 
women’s tennis.

Jabeur became the first Arab wom-
an to reach a Grand Slam quarter-final 
at last year’s Australian Open to start 
her march up the rankings and she has 
not looked back since.

The 26-year-old also reached the 
fourth round at Roland Garros and four 
other quarter-finals during a break-
through season that catapulted her to a 
career-best ranking of 31. “The goal for 
this year, I want to go for titles, enough 
of quarter-finals,” Jabeur told reporters 
on the eve of the WTA’s season-opening 
event in Abu Dhabi.

“I want to be in the top 10. I know I 
have the level, I can be in this ranking. 
For me, I set up my goals like this, and 
I know that I can achieve them. I know 

that I’ve put in the hard work to have 
these titles, to be able to win more and 
more.” It was time to build on the gains 
made during the pandemic-hit season 
and Jabeur was confident she can put 
her 2020 experience to good use in the 
new season.

“I feel like I am more ready, players 
know me more, they know what I’m 
capable of, I know what I’m capable 
of, which will help me even more to 
achieve what I want,” Jabeur said.

“I’m going to use the experience I 
gained from 2020 to really have a great 
season in 2021.”

Jabeur feels she has had a strong 
off-season at the end of 2020 and it was 
different from the previous year. “I feel 
like I’m a different player, I feel like I’m 
practising much harder than before, I’m 
improving as a player,” she added.

“I’ve noticed the amount of work on 
the court with fitness was much more 
than last year ... I feel much better and 
fit on the court.”

New Delhi, Jan 6 (PTI): 
Former India cricketer 
Pravin Amre has joined 
Delhi Capitals as assis-
tant coach for the upcom-
ing two seasons of the 
Indian Premier League, 
the team announced on 
Wednesday.

The 52-year-old 
Amre, who served as the 
franchise's head talent 
scout between 2014-
2019, will join the exist-
ing coaching staff, head-
ed by Ricky Ponting.

"I am grateful to the 
Delhi Capitals manage-

ment for having me on 
board. With the team 
having reached its very 
first IPL final in 2020, 
this is certainly an excit-
ing time to be back there. 
I look forward to work-
ing with Ricky again, and 
all the players," Amre 
was quoted as saying in a 
press release.

"I would like to take 
this opportunity to wel-
come Pravin Amre back 
to the Delhi Capitals 
side," said CEO Dhiraj 
Malhotra, on the latest 
development.

"Ours is a team with 
an Indian core, and that 
thought process applies 
to our coaching staff as 
well.

"Few coaches know 
the domestic cricket 
scene in India as thor-
oughly as Amre does. 
He has been instrumen-
tal in getting the likes 
of Shreyas, Rishabh and 
Prithvi to our franchise, 
and his experience will 
once again be extremely 
valuable for us. We are 
delighted to have him on 
board."

Amre, who played 11 
Tests and 37 ODIs for In-
dia, has had a prolific run 
in domestic cricket as a 
player and coach.

He coached Mumbai 
to three Ranji Trophy ti-
tles, and has also worked 
as a personal coach with 
several India interna-
tionals.

London, 06 Jan 
[theGuardian]: Britain 
is heading for a “perfect 
storm” in which a fur-
ther reduction in activity 
levels during the winter 
lockdown has a disas-
trous effect on physical 
and mental health, a 
world-leading sports sci-
entist has said.

Greg Whyte, a for-
mer Olympian in mod-
ern pentathlon who has 
also worked as consultant 
physiologist in Olympic 
and professional sports, 
also criticised the govern-
ment for not listening to 
experts – or doing enough 
to get the nation healthier.

“The first lockdown 
led to a reduction in ac-
tivity even though there 
was glorious weather 
last spring,” he told the 
Guardian. “So with a win-
ter lockdown we’ve got 
almost the perfect storm 
for a dramatic reduc-
tion in physical activity. 
Alongside that is the im-
pact it will have on peo-
ple’s physical, mental, 
emotional and spiritual 
health. We can’t under-
play how damaging this 
lockdown could be for 
national health.”

Whyte, who deals 
with the government 
regularly as a scientif-
ic adviser to ukactive, 
questioned why most 
grassroots sports and ac-
tivity in England – except 
walking, running and cy-
cling – had been stopped 
when many could still 
safely go ahead with so-
cial-distancing measures 
in place.

“One problem is that 

the government has no 
exercise specialists advis-
ing them,” he added. “Take 
a look at the makeup of 
Sage. I’ve spent a long time 
talking with DCMS. They 
have some great people, 
as have Sport England, but 
the government doesn’t 
listen to them. That has to 
change.”

There is mount-
ing frustration within 
sports such as golf, ten-
nis and angling, where 
it is straightforward to 
maintain social distanc-
ing, that they have been 
forced to stop in England. 
Those frustrations have 
been exacerbated by 
Scotland’s lockdown be-
ing less restrictive and 
allowing golf, tennis, an-
gling and some sport for 
under-12s.

The government was 
also urged to do more to 
help young people stay 
active by the Youth Sport 
Trust. “We know that 
young people’s activity 
levels plummeted during 
the first lockdown, and 
this has contributed to 
some of the issues they 

are now facing – from 
mental health difficulties 
and low levels of physical 
fitness to developmental 
delay,” its chief executive, 
Ali Oliver, said. “Over the 
coming weeks a virtual 
PR curriculum focused 
on recovery should be a 
priority. This could be a 
game-changer for young 
people’s wellbeing.”

Whyte also urged 
adults to be given more 
support to get active 
too, especially given that 
400,000 people who work 
within the fitness sector in 
the UK are currently being 
told to stay at home.

“We talk a lot in this 
country about the Couch 
to 5K programme,” he 
added. “But actually the 
biggest problem we have 
in UK society is couch to 
the front door – the fact 
that 22 million people in 
this country do less than 
30 minutes of activity 
a week. And when you 
think that the recom-
mendation is 30 minutes 
a day, the government 
has to do more to provide 
solutions for people who 

are inactive.”
On Tuesday the gov-

ernment announced that 
gyms could apply for 
£9,000 in government 
grants. However, Sarah 
Lindsay, a three-times 
Olympian in short-track 
speed-skating who now 
runs the Roar fitness 
chain of gyms, told the 
Guardian that was no-
where near enough.

“So many of us are go-
ing to go out of business 
because we don’t have 
an awful lot of cashflow,” 
she said. “We still have 
rent and bills to play and 
the government is not 
doing enough to help. 
They have to realise we 
are one of the solutions 
to getting the country 
healthy again.”

Andy Lane, a sports 
psychologist, warned of 
the dangers to mental 
health if people are re-
stricted in their activity. 
“If you feel it’s not worth 
it, and it might require a 
great deal of effort to do 
exercise, then your phys-
ical and mental health 
will suffer,” he said. 
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Balkans feel abandoned as 
vaccinations kick off in Europe

SARAJEVO, Bos-
nia-Herzegovina (AP): 
When thousands of peo-
ple across the European 
Union began rolling up 
their sleeves last month 
to get a coronavirus 
vaccination shot, one 
corner of the continent 
was left behind, feeling 
isolated and abandoned: 
the Balkans.

Balkan nations have 
struggled to get access to 
COVID-19 vaccines from 
multiple companies and 
programs, but most of 
the nations on Europe’s 
southeastern periphery 
are still waiting for their 
first vaccines to arrive, 
with no firm timeline for 
the start of their national 
inoculation drives.

What is already clear 
is that Albania, Bosnia, 
Kosovo, Montenegro, 
North Macedonia and 
Serbia — home to some 
20 million people — will 
lag far behind the EU’s 
27 nations and Britain in 
efforts to reach herd im-
munity by quickly vacci-
nating a large number of 
their people.

North Macedonian 
epidemiologist Dragan 
Danilovski compared the 
current vaccine situation 
in the Western Balkans 
to the inequalities seen 
during the 1911 sinking 
of the Titanic.

“The rich have 
grabbed all the available 
lifeboats, leaving the less 
fortunate behind,” Dani-
lovski told broadcaster 
TV 24.

Such sentiment as the 
world faces its gravest 
health crisis in a centu-
ry has gained traction 
in the Western Balkans 
- a term used to identify 
the Balkan states which 
want to join but still are 
not part of the EU. It is 
actively being stoked by 
pro-Russian politicians 
in a region sandwiched 
between Western and 
Russian spheres of influ-
ence.

“I felt as if the bot-
tom fell out of my hopes 
for a return to a normal 
life,” 50-year-old Belma 
Djonko said in Sarajevo, 
the Bosnian capital, de-
scribing the emotional 
fallout of hearing that 
thousands of doctors, 
nurses and the elderly 

across the EU had re-
ceived the first doses 
of a vaccine developed 
by American drugmak-
er Pfizer and Germa-
ny’s BioNTech while her 
war-ravaged country is 
kept waiting.

Many Balkan nations 
are pinning their hopes 
on COVAX, a global vac-
cine procurement agen-
cy set up by the World 
Health Organization and 
global charity groups to 
address rising inequities 
of vaccine distribution. 
COVAX has secured deals 
for several promising 
COVID-19 vaccines but, 
for now, it will only cover 
doses to inoculate 20% 
of a country’s population.

Alongside other polit-
ically unstable post-com-
munist Balkan nations 
that have long professed 
their desire to join the 
EU but keep failing to ful-
fil conditions to achieve 
that goal, Bosnia has re-
served vaccines through 
COVAX and expects to 
start receiving its first 
doses in April at the ear-
liest.

That seems like an 
eternity from now.

“Meanwhile, I must 
continue depriving my 
83-year-old father of the 
company and love of his 
grandchildren,” Djonko 
said, referring to the low-
tech but heartbreaking 
defense against the vi-
rus, keeping the elderly 
isolated from potential 
sources of infection.

Serbia is the only 

Western Balkan nation 
to receive vaccine shots 
so far, getting deliveries 
from Pfizer-BioNTech 
and the Russian-devel-
oped Sputnik V vaccine. 
However, Serbia does not 
have enough doses to be-
gin mass vaccinations, as 
only 25,000 shots of the 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 
and 2,400 of the Russian 
vaccine have arrived.

Serbia’s vaccination 
program began on Dec. 
24, three days before the 
EU, when Prime Minister 
Ana Brnabic received a 
dose in a bid to increase 
public trust in the vaccine, 
as many Balkan govern-
ments also struggle to 
counter a strong anti-vac-
cination movement.

The EU’s executive 
arm, the European Com-
mission, recently agreed 
upon a 70 million-euro 
($86 million) package to 
help Balkan nations get 
access to the vaccines, on 
top of 500 million euros 
($616 million) the bloc 
has already contributed 
to COVAX.

“Throughout the pan-
demic, the EU has shown 
that we treat the West-
ern Balkans as privileged 
partners,” said EU En-
largement Commissioner 
Oliver Varhelyi.

Ursula von der Ley-
en, head of the Executive 
Commission, says the EU 
will have more vaccines 
than necessary for its 
residents in 2021 and 
indicated the bloc could 
share its extra supplies 

with the Western Bal-
kans and countries in 
Africa.

Yet in the Balkans, 
the dominant impres-
sion is that the bloc has 
once again failed the un-
derdeveloped European 
region. In the words of 
Albanian political analyst 
Skender Minxhozi, the 
EU has reached its “put 
up or shut up” moment.

“Either show us that 
you care about us, or 
don’t be surprised if 
some of us follow the call 
of Russian or Chinese 
pied pipers who are tra-
versing the world with 
pockets full of their vac-
cines,” Minxhozi said.

The apparent lack 
of Western solidarity 
amid the pandemic is 
being exploited by local 
pro-Russian politicians 
to portray the EU as sole-
ly profit-oriented. Russia 
and China, meanwhile, 
are vying for political and 
economic influence.

“I trust (the Russian 
vaccine), I don’t trust the 
commercial narratives 
that are coming from the 
West,” Milorad Dodik, 
Bosnian Serb’s leader, 
declared before he was 
hospitalized with coro-
navirus.

In the Albanian capi-
tal of Tirana, Prime Min-
ister Edi Rama demand-
ed an apology from the 
Russian embassy after it 
published a message on 
social media that Mos-
cow stood ready to im-
mediately supply Albania 

with the Sputnik V vac-
cine, although that shot 
is not certified in the EU.

“As a person I felt in-
dignant and as a Europe-
an I felt ashamed, while 
as Albania’s prime minis-
ter I felt more motivated 
than ever not to allow 
Albanians from being 
excluded from the pos-
sibility of being protect-
ed simultaneously with 
other Europeans,” Rama 
said while announcing a 
contract to buy 500,000 
doses of the Pfizer-BioN-
Tech vaccine.

Some believe the 
vaccination delay might 
prove to be a blessing 
in disguise in a region 
where years of declining 
trust in government and 
public institutions have 
amplified the voices of 
virus deniers and vaccine 
skeptics.

“I cannot wait for life 
to return to normal and 
for that to happen we 
need a successful vac-
cine,” said Belma Gazi-
bara, an infectious dis-
ease specialist working 
in Sarajevo’s COVID-19 
hospital.

Gazibara says watch-
ing the coronavirus vac-
cine rollout elsewhere 
in Europe will increase 
Bosnians’ desire to have 
the shots too.

“If, as I strongly hope, 
the approved vaccines 
keep their promise else-
where in Europe, I expect 
the uptake to be much 
higher than it would have 
been right now,” she said.

Hong Kong arrests 53 activists 
under national security law

Kim opens North Korean congress 
by admitting policy failures

SEOUL, South Korea (AP): North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un admitted that his eco-
nomic development plans have failed as he 
opened the nation’s first full ruling party 
congress in five years, state media reported 
Wednesday.

In an opening speech at the congress 
that began Tuesday, Kim said that “almost 
all sectors fell a long way short of the set ob-
jectives” under a previous five-year develop-
ment plan established at the 2016 congress, 
according to the North’s official Korean Cen-
tral News Agency.

“We should further promote and expand 
the victories and successes we have gained 
at the cost of sweat and blood, and prevent 
the painful lessons from being repeated,” he 
was quoted as saying.

The Workers’ Party Congress, one of 
the North’s biggest propaganda spectacles, 
is meant to help Kim show a worried na-
tion that he’s firmly in control and to boost 
unity behind his leadership in the face of 
COVID-19 and other growing economic 
challenges.

But some observers are skeptical that 
the stage-managed congress will find any 
fundamental solutions to North Korea’s 
difficulties, many of which stem from de-
cades of economic mismanagement and 
Kim’s headlong pursuit of expensive nuclear 

weapons meant to target the U.S. mainland.
Kim, 36, is holding the congress, which is 

expected to last a few days, amid what may 
be the toughest challenge of his nine-year 
rule and what he has called “multiple crises.”

Authoritarian North Korea is one of the 
poorest countries in Asia, and the already 
besieged economy is being hammered by 
pandemic-related border closings with Chi-
na, the North’s major economic lifeline, the 
fallout from a series of natural disasters last 
summer and persistent U.S.-led sanctions 
over the nuclear program.

U.S. President-elect Joe Biden, who takes 
office later in January, will likely maintain 
the sanctions and avoid any direct meeting 
with Kim until North Korea takes significant 
steps toward denuclearization.

The congress met in Pyongyang to deter-
mine “a fresh line of struggle and strategic 
and tactical policies,” with thousands of del-
egates and observers in attendance, KCNA 
reported.

In his speech, Kim described the present 
difficulties facing his government as “the 
worst-ever” and “unprecedented,” according 
to KCNA.

Kim called for a new five-year plan and 
reviewed the present status of North Ko-
rea’s metal, chemical, electric and other key 
industries and set unspecified tasks for fu-

ture development, KCNA said. It’s not the 
first time for Kim has been candid about 
flawed systems and policies. Last August, 
he acknowledged economic “shortcomings” 
caused by “unexpected and inevitable chal-
lenges.” Also last year he said that North 
Korea lacks modern medical facilities and 
that anti-disaster conditions in coastal ar-
eas is “poor.” Few experts doubt Kim’s grip 
on power. But a prolonged coronavirus-re-
lated lockdown may be further destabilizing 
food and foreign exchange markets and ag-
gravating livelihoods in North Korea. That 
could possibly lessen Kim’s authority, some 
observers say.

Leif-Eric Easley, a professor at Ewha Uni-
versity in Seoul, said that “the fundamental 
problem” is that “Kim wants regime-sustain-
ing economic growth while retaining nucle-
ar weapons.” “Pyongyang is thus likely to 
demand sanctions relief for merely reducing 
tensions rather than making progress on de-
nuclearization,” he said.

U.S.-led sanctions toughened after Kim’s 
unusually aggressive run of nuclear and 
missile tests in 2016 and 2017. They main-
tain a ban on major export items such as 
coal, textiles and seafood. Nevertheless, Kim 
has still repeatedly pushed for an expansion 
of his nuclear arsenal to cope with what he 
calls U.S. hostility.  

HONG KONG (AP): Hong Kong police 
arrested 53 former lawmakers and de-
mocracy proponents Wednesday for 
allegedly violating the new national se-
curity law by participating in unofficial 
election primaries for the territory’s 
legislature last year.

The mass arrests, including of for-
mer lawmakers, were the largest move 
against Hong Kong’s democracy move-
ment since the law was imposed by 
Beijing last June to quell dissent in the 
semi-autonomous territory. “The oper-
ation today targets the active elements 
who are suspected to be involved in the 
crime of overthrowing, or interfering 
(and) seriously destroy the Hong Kong 
government’s legal execution of duties,” 
John Lee, Hong Kong’s security minis-
ter, said at a news conference.

He said those arrested were sus-
pected of trying to paralyze the govern-
ment, via their plans to gain a majority 
of the seats in the legislature to create 
a situation in which the chief execu-
tive had to resign and the government 
would stop functioning.

In a video released by former law-
maker Lam Cheuk-ting on his Facebook 
page, police turned up at his house and 
told him he was “suspected of violating 
the national security law, subverting 
state power.” Police told those record-
ing the video to stop or risk arrest.

The legislative election that would 
have followed the unofficial primaries 
was postponed by a year by Hong Kong 
Chief Executive Carrie Lam, who cited 
the public health risks during the coro-
navirus pandemic. Mass resignations 
and disqualifications of pro-democra-
cy lawmakers have left the legislature 
largely a pro-Beijing body.

Lee said the police would not target 
those who had voted in the unofficial 
primaries, which were held in July last 
year and attracted more than 600,000 
voters even though pro-Beijing law-
makers and politicians had warned the 
event could breach the security law.

All of the pro-democracy candi-
dates in the unofficial primaries were 
arrested, according to tallies of the ar-
rests being reported by the South Chi-
na Morning Post, online platform Now 
News and political groups. At least sev-
en members of Hong Kong’s Democrat-
ic Party — the city’s largest opposition 
party — were arrested, including for-
mer party chairman Wu Chi-wai. For-
mer lawmakers Lam, Helena Wong and 
James To were also arrested, according 
to a post on the party’s Facebook page.

Benny Tai, a key figure in Hong 
Kong’s 2014 Occupy Central protests 
and a former law professor, was also ar-
rested, reports said. Tai was one of the 
main organizers of the primaries.

The home of Joshua Wong, a prom-
inent pro-democracy activist who is 
serving a 13 1/2-month prison sen-
tence for organizing and participating 
in an unauthorized protest last year, 
was also raided, according to a tweet 
posted from Wong’s account.

American human rights lawyer John 
Clancey was also arrested on Wednes-
day. Clancey was the treasurer of polit-
ical group Power for Democracy, which 
was involved in the unofficial primaries.

“We need to work for democra-
cy and human rights in Hong Kong,” 

Clancey said as he was being led away 
by police, in a video posted by local on-
line news outlet Citizen News. Police 
also went to the headquarters of Stand 
News, a prominent pro-democracy 
online news site in Hong Kong, with a 
court order to hand over documents to 
assist in an investigation related to the 
national security law, according to a 
livestreamed video by Stand News. No 
arrests were made.

Lee also pointed to a “10 steps to 
mutual destruction” plan among those 
arrested, which included taking control 
of the legislature, mobilizing protests to 
paralyze society and calling for internation-
al sanctions. That plan was previously out-
lined by former law professor Tai. He pre-
dicted that between 2020 and 2022, there 
would be 10 steps to mutual destruction, 
including the pro-democracy bloc winning 
a majority in the legislature, intensifying 
protests, the forced resignation of Lam 
due to the budget bill being rejected twice, 
and international sanctions on the Chinese 
Communist Party.

The concept of mutual destruction 
— in which both Hong Kong and Chi-
na would suffer damages — is popular 
among some protesters and pro-de-
mocracy activists. “The plot is to create 
such mutual destruction that if success-
ful ... will result in serious damage to so-
ciety as a whole,” said Lee. “That is why 
police action today is necessary.”

Senior Supt. Steve Li from the na-
tional security unit said that 53 people 
were arrested in an operation that in-
volved 1,000 officers. The 45 men and 
eight women were aged between 23 
and 79, according to a police statement.

Six were arrested for subverting 
state power by organizing the unofficial 
primaries, while the rest were arrested 
for allegedly participating in the event, 
Li said. He said more arrests could be 
made and investigations were ongoing.

Alan Leong, chairman of the pro-de-
mocracy Civic Party in Hong Kong, 
said at a news conference held by the 
pro-democratic camp on Wednesday 
that plans to exercise voting rights to 
veto the budget and eventually oblige 
the chief executive to step down are 
rights enshrined in the Basic Law.

The arrests were an “affront to the 
constitutionally protected rights to 
vote” in Hong Kong, Leong said.

“We don’t see how by promising to 
exercise such rights could end them up 
as being subversive,” he added.

Beijing supports Hong Kong police 
in their carrying out of “their duties 
in accordance with the law,” said Hua 
Chunying, a spokesperson for China’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

“The rights and freedom Hong Kong 
people enjoyed have not been affected 
in any way,” Hua said at a daily briefing 
with journalists. “What was affected 
was that some external forces and in-
dividual people in Hong Kong colluded 
with each other in an attempt to under-
mine the stability and security of Chi-
na.” In recent months, Hong Kong has 
jailed several pro-democracy activists, 
including Wong and Agnes Chow, for 
their involvement in anti-government 
protests, and others have been charged 
under the national security law, in-
cluding media tycoon and outspoken 
pro-democracy activist Jimmy Lai.    
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OUT FOR A CUT! Actress Rebel Wilson arrived at a hair 
salon in West Hollywood.
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EtCETERA

Aries:
The self is ever-changing, ever-evolving, with one 
transformation making way for the other. How won-
derful is that, Aries! Yet, again you may find your-
self in the midst of a metamorphosis, one that’s 
pushing you to discover the meaning of true free-
dom. Remember, not everybody around you has 
confronted their conditioning in the same manner. 
The magnificence of your wings may leave them 
feeling uncomfortable, and that’s okay. You have 
nothing to prove. Nothing to preach. Others will get 
there when they’re meant to get there. Know that by 
embodying your truth, you are setting the stage for 
positive change.
Tip: Your newfound freedom looks good on you!
Taurus:
There’s no doubt that you’ll survive this journey 
called life even if you walk the path alone. But it 
doesn’t hurt to have a few people, who love you 
deeply, walking by your side. The soul connec-
tion(s) you are experiencing right now cannot be 
put into words as they transcend the boundaries 
of space of time. This encounter too was written 
in the stars for you, Taurus. It is an integral part of 
your soul’s journey in this lifetime. So, let your heart 
expand with love as you send a prayer of gratitude 
into the cosmos.
Tip: We’re all here to love and be loved.
Gemini:

Philosopher and poet Friedrich Nietzsche once 
said, “You need chaos in your soul to give birth to 
a dancing star.” Your thoughts exactly, Gemini! As 
an air sign, you understand the importance of mad-
ness. You honour the storm that throws you off your 
centre every once in a while, so you can find new 
ways to express yourself. So, what is the insanity 
brewing within you now inspiring you to put out in 
the world? PS: The Muse requires your undivided 
attention.
Tip: Make friends with your madness.
Cancer:
You are not the same person you used to be, but 
you haven't completely transformed either. Think 
of this as the in-between period, the cocoon, the 
becoming, the unfolding. A beautiful process that 
allows you to shed the layers that are keeping you 
from being your most glorious and magnificent self. 
It's true that they have served you in the past, but 
that's not a good enough reason to hold on. So, let 
go. Let go will love.
Tip: Honour the unfolding by retreating into your 
sacred space.
Leo:
It’s been a long, long road to here, Leo, and you 
feel like you’ve lived a 100 lifetimes in this one. 
But, if there’s anything each of these experiences 
have taught you, it’s that the Universe is benevo-
lent in every way. When something is taken away 

from you, it is not to punish you in any way. It is 
simply because the given person or situation is not 
in alignment with your highest good. So, let go of 
what you’re being guided to, and let go with love.
Tip: The waning moon is supporting you to break 
old cycles.
Virgo:
There was a time you obsessively worried about 
the future and what it might bring. There was a 
time when you fixated on the past in the hope that 
you might be able to fix things. Here’s the thing, 
though: Both the past and the future are an illusion. 
The only thing we have dominion over is this mo-
ment—a truth that you’re beginning to awaken to 
on a deep level. 
Tip: Let go and allow.
Libra:
Libra, you are an extension of Source energy, and 
Source energy is dancing the dance of life within 
you. Our connection with the divine, and our role 
in the matrix, is something we are deeply aware of 
as children. However, as conditioning kicks in, we 
begin to doubt our true nature. Today, you’re letting 
go of the illusion, bit by bit, and discovering the al-
chemist who lives within the garb of the ordinary. 
Pay attention to what is being revealed to you in 
these moments as these revelations are bringing 
you closer and closer to your sacred purpose.
Tip: You are awakening to who you really are.

Scorpio:
Wednesday finds you reminiscing about all that 
transpired over the past few months—the good, 
bad, and the ugly. Let’s be honest, there’s a lot you 
would have rather skipped. However, you under-
stand that a force larger than yourself was at play 
here, one that wanted you to face your worst fears 
as a way to liberate yourself from their clutches. 
Tip: The past few months have been truly transfor-
mational.
Sagittarius:
The cards are pointing towards your soul connec-
tions, Sagittarius. The wonderful people who are 
reminding you of what love looks and feels like. 
Sure, they all have their flaws, but so do yo—and 
this flawsomeness is what makes your relationship 
work. For some archers, this may be a time of con-
necting with their special someone deeper, and 
understanding the higher reason behind why they 
have attracted this relationship into their lives.
Tip: Raise a toast to your soul crew.
Capricorn:
Health and wellness is a big theme at the Capricorn 
HQ, inspiring you to establish a better relationship 
with your body. Here’s the thing, though: Drastic 
measures are usually short-lived. Taking small, sim-
ple steps in the right direction is the way forward. 
According to Ayurveda, there are three kinds of 
body constitutions (based on the predominance of 

the elements) and these are vatta, pitta, and kapha. 
Tip: It's time to understand your body better and 
work with it.
Aquarius:
Every once in a while, find the time to look at the 
stars. The darker the night, the brighter they shine. 
This simple meditation will bring with itself the re-
minder that you are a microcosm in a macrocosm 
that’s infinite in its glory. There is hope for a better 
tomorrow, Aquarius, despite how things look right 
now. Let this thread of hope help you find that lost 
sense of purpose and consciously create the life 
you deserve. PS: If there’s anybody you need to 
forgive under this starry sky, release them from your 
subconscious now.
Tip: Wish upon a star every once in a while.
Pisces:
Sometimes, you just have to light a candle, call 
upon your spirits guides, and allow yourself to 
make that metaphorical journey within. A cleanse 
and purge day is on the cards, one that will im-
pel you to confront your inner demons. This may 
sound counterintuitive, but the more you identify 
what isn’t yours, the more you identify what is 
fear-based, the better you will be able to reclaim 
your power and realign with your higher purpose. 
That’s right! Your intuitive abilities are being height-
ened in this moment. 
Tip: Make that metaphorical journey within.

the BIG
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Bobby Shmurda to be eligible 
for release in February

Dr. Dre recovering well after 
being admitted into hospital

Grammy Awards shift to March 
due to pandemic conditions

NEW YORK (AP): The 2021 Grammy 
Awards will no longer take place this 
month in Los Angeles and will broadcast 
in March due to a recent surge in coro-
navirus cases and deaths.

The annual show would shift 
from its original Jan. 31 broadcast 
to March 14, according to a joint 
statement released Tuesday from 
the Recording Academy and CBS, 
which broadcasts the ceremony. 
The statement said the decision 
was reached “after thoughtful 
conversations with health ex-
perts, our host and artists sched-
uled to appear.”

“The deteriorating COVID sit-
uation in Los Angeles, with hospi-
tal services being overwhelmed, 
ICUs having reached capacity, and 
new guidance from state and lo-
cal governments have all led us 
to conclude that postponing our 
show was the right thing to do. 
Nothing is more important than 
the health and safety of those in 
our music community and the 
hundreds of people who work tirelessly 
on producing the show,” read the state-
ment from Recording Academy interim 
CEO Harvey Mason Jr., CBS executive 
Jack Sussman and Grammys executive 
producer Ben Winston.

“We want to thank all of the talented 
artists, the staff, our vendors and espe-
cially this year’s nominees for their un-
derstanding, patience and willingness 
to work with us as we navigate these 
unprecedented times.”

The Grammys will be held in Los An-
geles at the Staples Center. Los Angeles 
County, the epicenter of the crisis in Cal-
ifornia, has surpassed 11,000 COVID-19 
deaths and has had 40% of the deaths in 
California. It is the third state to reach 
the 25,000 death count.

An average of six people die every 
hour from COVID-19 in Los Angeles 

County, which has a quarter of the state’s 
40 million residents. County health offi-
cials fear the incoming Christmas and 
New Year’s surge.

The new Grammys date coincides 

with the scheduled hosting of the Screen 
Actors Guild Awards, which is typically 
held at another downtown Los Ange-
les venue, the Shrine Auditorium. That 
show honors the best performances in 
film and television.

“The Daily Show” host and comedi-
an Trevor Noah is set to host the 2021 
Grammys, where Beyoncé is leading 
contender with nine nominations. She 
scored nominations for song and record 
of the year with “Black Parade,” which 
she released on Juneteenth, while “Sav-
age” — her No. 1 collaboration with 
Megan Thee Stallion — picked up bids 
for record of the year, best rap song and 
best rap performance.

Beyoncé’s “Black Is King,” which 
aired on Disney+, is nominated for best 
music film while “Brown Skin Girl,” a 
song dedicated to dark- and brown-

skinned women, is nominated for best 
music video. Her daughter Blue Ivy Car-
ter sings on “Brown Skin Girl” and also 
earned a Grammy nomination.

Taylor Swift, Dua Lipa, Roddy Ricch, 

Jhené Aiko, Post Malone, Renée Zellwe-
ger, Billie Eilish and her producer-brother 
Finneas also scored nominations. First-
time nominees include The Strokes, Me-
gan Thee Stallion and Harry Styles.

Since the pandemic, a number of 
awards show were postponed and later 
revamped due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
The BET Awards was the first major 
awards show during the pandemic and 
was a success thanks to its artsy, high-
ly produced, well-crafted pre-taped 
performances. The MTV Video Music 
Awards featured Lady Gaga winning 
awards and performing onsite in a 
mask, and the Latin Grammys pre-taped 
several performances the week of the 
show, handing out some of its awards to 
the winners who attended the show.

Performers at the upcoming Gram-
mys will be announced at a later date.

LOS ANGELES (AP): Dr. Dre says he will 
be “back home soon” after the music 
mogul received medical treatment at 
a Los Angeles hospital for a reported 
brain aneurysm.

The rapper and pro-
ducer said in a social me-
dia post Tuesday night 
that he’s thankful for the 
“well wishes.” TMZ re-
ported that he suffered a 
brain aneurysm Monday 
and was recovering at Ce-
dars-Sinai Medical Center.

“I’m doing great and 
getting excellent care 
from my medical team,” he 
said. “I will be out of the 
hospital and back home 
soon. Shout out to all the 
great medical professionals at Cedars. 
One Love!!”

His representative has not immedi-
ately responded to an email.

Several music artists and athletes 
paid tribute to Dre on social media on 
Tuesday. Ice Cube, Snoop Dogg and LeB-
ron James offered prayers toward Dre’s 
recovery. Dre, whose real name is An-
dre Young, has produced hits for Tupac, 
Snoop Dogg, Eminem and more. He’s 
won six Grammys.

Born in the Southern California city 

of Compton, he broke out on the mu-
sic scene as a co-founding member of 
N.W.A., producing the group’s ground-
breaking 1988 debut album, “Straight 

Outta Compton.” Dre produced his own 
hits and multiplatinum albums, along 
with crafting music for many others in-
cluding Kendrick Lamar, 50 Cent, Jay-Z, 
Nas, Busta Rhymes, the Game and An-
derson .Paak. He also found success out-
side of the rap genre, producing pop hits 
for Gwen Stefani and Mary J. Blige.

Dre founded Beats Electronics in 
2008 with Jimmy Iovine and six years 
later they launched a streaming sub-
scription service, Beats Music. Apple ac-
quired both in a $3 billion deal in 2014.

DANNEMORA, N.Y. (AP): Brooklyn rapper 
Bobby Shmurda will be eligible for release 
from prison next month, the New York State 
Department of Corrections said on Monday.

Shmurda, whose legal name is Ackquille 
Pollard, was sentenced to seven years 
after pleading guilty to conspiracy 
and weapons possession charges in 
connection to what prosecutors said 
was a leading role in the GS9 gang, 
The New York Times reported. GS9 
is an offshoot of the Crips in the East 
Flatbush neighborhood of Brooklyn.

Authorities arrested Shmurda in 
late 2014 after he left a recording stu-
dio near Radio City Music Hall, only 
days after he performed “Hot Boy” for a na-
tional television audience on “Jimmy Kimmel 
Live.” Investigators found two handguns and 
a small amount of crack cocaine in a car in 
which he was riding, authorities said.

Shmurda was denied parole in September, 
in part for disciplinary actions taken against 
him while incarcerated, and subsequently 
ordered to his maximum sentence until Dec. 
21, 2021. He is currently incarcerated at Clin-

ton Correctional Facility in Dannemora, New 
York, according to the Department of Cor-
rections inmate database. A review by the 
Department of Corrections later restored his 
credit for good behavior.

Shmurda is eligible for conditional release 
as of Feb. 23, with the remainder of his sen-
tence to be served on parole.

“I’m glad he’s coming home,” said Alex 
Spiro, a lawyer who represented Shmurda in 
the criminal case.

In the years since his arrest, Shmurda has 
become something akin to a folk hero in hip-
hop; his release has been highly anticipated 
by fans and other artists.

Neil Young becomes 
latest artist to sell 
stake in his songs
NEW YORK (AP): Neil Young has be-
come the latest musician to strike gold 
with his song catalogue, selling a 50 per-
cent stake in his music to a British in-
vestment company in a deal announced 
on Wednesday.

The Hipgnosis Songs Fund said it 
had acquired half of the copyright and 
income interests in some 1,180 songs 
written by the 75-year-old rock star, 
composer of “Heart of Gold,” “Rockin’ in 
the Free World” and “Cinnamon Girl.”

Terms were not disclosed.
The deal comes a month after Bob 

Dylan sold publishing rights to more 
than 600 songs to the Universal Music 
Publishing Group for a reported fortune 
of between $300 million and a half bil-
lion dollars. Stevie Nicks sold an 80 per-
cent stake in her music to Primary Wave 
for a reported $100 million.

Merck Mercuriadis, founder of Hip-
gnosis Songs Fund Limited, said that he 
bought his first Neil Young album when 
he was seven years old.

“‘Harvest’ was my companion and 
I know every note, every word, every 
pause and silence intimately,” he said. 
“Neil Young, or at least his music, has 
been my friend . . . ever since.” The busi-
nessman also said Young’s late manager, 
Elliot Roberts, was equally an idol to him.  


