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Broken Wings team begins 
film’s promotion from Sikkim 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 13 Feb: 

A curtain raiser for upcoming feature film, 
Broken Wings by Shenpenn Khymsar was held 

here on Saturday. This is the first promotional 
event of the feature film. 

A teaser of the film was released during the 
function, which will be available on YouTube. 
Musicians and a playback singer of the film also 
performed live in the function.

The curtain raiser function had UDHD Minister, 
Arun Upreti as the chief guest along with Gangtok 
MLA, YT Lepcha, Chairperson to Sikkim Film 
Development Board [SFDB], Pooja Sharma, Miss 
Nepal 2014 winner, Subin Limbu as special guests 
among other dignitaries.

Broken Wings is the directorial debut of 
Shenpenn Khymsar, who is also the producer and 
writer of the film which has been produced under 
the banner of A Monk and the Warrior Productions. 
The feature film is a tragic love story in the backdrop 
of the Gorkhaland agitation. 

It is informed that the film is inspired by true 
incidents that took place between 1986 to 1992 
during the Gorkhaland agitation in Darjeeling hills.

In his address, the Minister congratulated 
the director and entire team of the film. He also 
thanked the team for choosing Sikkim to start 
the promotion of the film. Mr Upreti mentioned 
that the State government has been working to 
promote local youths of Sikkim at the national 
and international levels not only in films but in all 
areas. He also assured to provide his full support in 
any such initiative in the interest of local youths to 
take them to the next level.

While congratulating the entire crew of the 
film, SFDB Chairperson expressed her best wishes 
to the entire team. She also expressed happiness 
on Mr Khymsar’s desire to work with SFDB in near 
future and to support local artists. 

Ms Sharma said that Sikkim government has 
been working to promote the film industry in 
the State to develop Sikkim as a preferred film 
destination in the world.  

“Sikkim has always been my next home and I 
have lots of fond memories from my childhood and 
teenage year. Sikkim is on the top of the Himalayas 
so we decided to start the promotion of the film 
from here and then go down and cover the world,” 
Mr Khymsar said.

Lead actor, Endo Mrinal also shared his 
experience of the film. In a virtual message, veteran 
Bollywood actor, Vinay Pathak said that this film is 
very close to his heart. He also congratulated and 
expressed best wishes to the entire team. 

Awareness on cancer 
among women in Namchi

BIKASH CHETTRI
Namchi, 13 Feb: 

Craftsmen Harbour, in 
collaboration with 

Sikkim Rural Livelihood 
Mission [Namchi], and 
with the support of 
women’s Self Help Group 
of Namchi-Singithang 
organized an awareness 
program on cancer 
among women at the 
Officers Club in Namchi 
today.  

The event was 
organized to create 
awareness on cancer 
among women and to 
celebrate World Cancer 
Awareness Day which 
was due to be observed 
on 04 Feb.

Breast cancer and 
cervical cancer were 
discussed in the event by 
various individuals and 
groups. The program was 
attended by Dr. Suditi Rai 
(Gynecologist, Namchi 
District Hospital) as 
speaker on the topic.

Students from 
Sikkim Government 
College for Nursing 
made presentations 
and demonstrated how 
to look for symptoms 
of breast cancer and 
cervical cancer.

Karma Chenzome 
Bhutia shared her 
experience of surviving 
breast cancer while 
Miss Sikkim 2019 Ritika 
Chettri supported the 
event.

Students and 
teachers from Namchi 
Girls Senior Secondary 
School, Namchi 
Senior Secondary 
School, Tendong 
Educational Institute 
and Namchi Public 
School participated in 
the paper presentation 
competition which was 
judged by Mathilla Rai, 
women from Namchi-
Singithang Self Help 
Group, representatives 
from local NGOs, and 
members of Craftsmen 
Harbour.

Dr. Suditi Rai 
[Gynecologist Namchi 
District Hospital] said 
that breast cancer is the 
most common cancer 
among women in India 
while cervical cancer 
is the second most 
commonly found cancer 
type in women.

A short talk show was 
hosted by Simeon Rai, 
a member of Craftsmen 
Harbour, who spoke to 
cancer survivor Karma 
Chenzome Bhutia. Ms 
Bhutia said that timely 
check-ups and screening 
is of utmost importance 
for women of all ages to 
prevent cancer.

In the paper 
p r e s e n t a t i o n 
competition, Ashmita Rai 
of Namchi Girls Senior 

Secondary School was 
declared the winner. 
Other students who took 
part in the competition 
were Nuel Cruse Rai of 
Namchi Public School, 
Shakshi Pradhan and 
Tensen Trinket Bhutia 
of Namchi Senior 
Secondary School, and 
Anu Pradhan of Tendong 
Educational Institute. 

Event partners 
Sikkim Rural Livelihood 
Mission block project 
manager Geeta Chettri, 
Namchi-Singithang Self 
Help Group, Sokeythang 
Hospital Nodal Officer, 
Puntsok Dolma Bhutia, 
Karma Chenzome Bhutia 
and Miss Sikkim 2019 
Ritika Chettri were 
felicitated by Craftsmen 
Harbour.

30% pay cut for 7 staff of 
Maharashtra local body 
for neglecting parents

Aurangabad, 13 
Feb [PTI]: Latur Zilla 
Parishad in Maharashtra 
has started deducting 30 
per cent salaries of seven 
of its employees for not 
taking care of their old 
parents, its president 
Rahul Bondre said on 
Saturday.

Notably, six of the 
12 employees against 
whom the complaints of 
neglecting their parents 
were received, are 
teachers, he told PTI.

The deducted amount 
is transferred in the bank 
accounts of the parents 
of these employees, he 
added.

The general body of 
the Latur Zilla Parishad 
had passed a proposal to 
cut 30 per cent salaries 
of all employees found to 
be not taking care of their 
parents in November last 

year.
The pay cut from the 

monthly emoluments 
of the erring employees 
began in December, 
2020, Mr Bondre said.

"We have been 
probing 12 such 
complaints wherein 
parents of the employees 
claimed that they were 
neglected. Out of these 
12, we began deducting 
salaries from accounts 
of seven employees since 
December," he said.

Mr Bondre said the 30 
per cent deduction will 
continue every month.

He said the average 
deduction in one such 
case was around ₹ 15,000.

"Some cases were 
mutually resolved 
between employees and 
their parents after we 
sent notices to them," Mr 
Bondre added.

No new Covid-deaths in 17 states: Centre
New Delhi, 13 Feb 
[PTI]: The distribution 
of daily deaths among 
states and union 
territories in a span of 24 
hours reflects a significant 
decline, with 17 of them 
not reporting any new 
COVID-19 fatality, the 
Union Health Ministry 
said on Saturday.

A total of 17 states 
and union territories 
that have not reported 
any new deaths in 
the last 24 hours are 
Telangana, Odisha, 
Jharkhand, Puducherry, 
Chandigarh, Nagaland, 
Assam, Manipur, Sikkim, 
Meghalaya, Ladakh, 
Mizoram, Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands, 
Tripura, Lakshadweep, 

Arunachal Pradesh and 
Daman and Diu and 
Dadra and Nagar Haveli.

While a total of 13 
states and UTs have 
reported between 1-5 
new deaths due to 
COVID-19.

Meanwhile, India 
has vaccinated close to 
80 lakh beneficiaries 
against COVID-19, the 
ministry said.

Till 8 AM on February 
13, a total of 79,67,647 
beneficiaries have been 
administered shots 
under the countrywide 
COVID-19 vaccination 
exercise.

Out of these, 
5,909,136 are healthcare 
workers and 2,058,511 
are frontline workers. 

A total of 1,64,781 
sessions have been 
conducted so far.

On day 28 
(February 12) of the 
vaccination drive, 
4,62,637 beneficiaries 
(healthcare workers- 
94,160 and frontline 
workers- 3,68,477) 
were vaccinated across 
10,411 sessions, the 
ministry said.

The number of 
beneficiaries being 
vaccinated every day 
has shown a consistent 
enhancement, it 
underlined.

Eight states account 
for 60 per cent (59.70 
per cent) of the 
total beneficiaries 
vaccinated in India.

These eight states 
have vaccinated over 
4,00,000 beneficiaries 
each. Uttar Pradesh 
alone accounts for 10.8 
per cent (8,58,602 
beneficiaries) of the total 
beneficiaries in India. 
India's total COVID-19 
active caseload currently 
stands at 1.36 lakh 
(1,36,571) comprising 
just 1.25 per cent of the 
total infections.

A total of 1,06,00,625 
people have recovered 
so far with 11,395 
patients getting 
discharged in a day.

The ministry said 
81.93 per cent of the 
new recovered cases 
are observed to be 
concentrated in six states.

Daily Covid cases back to zero in Sikkim; 72,500 
doses of CovisShield arrive in third consignment 

SAGAR CHETTRI
Gangtok, 13 Feb: 

Sikkim continues to flatten 
the curve on Covid-19, 

and today, no new cases 
were detected in the State, 
signaling, hopefully, a new 
trend for the State which, 
until two months back, was 
grappling with a worryingly 
high number of infections. 

The number of daily 
cases has remained below-5 
in Sikkim since 20 January 
with a few days in between 
when no new cases were 
detected

And while the number 
of fresh cases remains 
reassuringly low, the 
number of vaccines arriving 
in the State is also scaling 
up. Today, the state received 
its third consignment of 

CoviShield.
Health Department State 

IEC Officer, Sonam Gyalsten 
Bhutia, in his bulletin aired on 
Saturday evening, informed 
that 72,500 doses of the 
vaccine arrived in Sikkim 
today. Given that CoviShield 

follows a two-shot regimen, 
this consignment will cover 
36,500 people.

Mr Bhutia informs that 
this consignment has come 
earmarked for frontline 
workers.

Sikkim has already 

received 26,500 doses in two 
consignments [12,500 in the 
first lot and 14,000 in the 
second consignment] which 
covers 13,250 health and 
frontline workers.

No vaccination was done 
today. Nearly 10,000 health 
and frontline workers have 
already received the first 
dose of CoviShield and 
process to administer the 
second dose is expected to 
begin soon.

Meanwhile, even as no 
new cases were detected 
today, two more Covid-
positive people were 
discharged from home 
isolation on Friday, bringing 
the number of active cases 
of novel coronavirus in 
Sikkim down to 59. What is 
also welcome news is that 

among these 59, there is no 
one admitted in the ICU.

The total number of 
recovered Covid cases in 
Sikkim has now reached 5,826. 
With a total of 6,116 people 
having tested in Sikkim thus 
far, the recovery rate in Sikkim 
works out to 95.25%.

As for the district-wise 
distribution of Covid cases, 
most of the cases have been 
reported from East Sikkim 
from where 4,655 of the cases 
have come. South district, the 
second most populous district 
after East has reported a total 
of 967 cases, West 350 and 
North Sikkim 48. There are 
also 96 Covid-positive people 
who have migrated out.

On Friday, 83 samples 
were screened and returned 
negative for Novel Coronavirus.

Petrol price hiked for 
fifth day in a row

New Delhi, Feb 13 
(PTI): Petrol price in 
Mumbai neared record 
Rs 95 per litre mark on 
Saturday as its rate as 
well as diesel prices were 
hiked for the fifth day in 
a row.

Petrol price was 
increased by 30 paise 
per litre and diesel by 36 
paise a litre, according 
to a price notification 
of state-owned fuel 
retailers.

This took petrol price 
to an all-time high of Rs 
88.414 a litre in Delhi 
while diesel rate climbed 
to Rs 78.74.

In Mumbai, petrol 
price soared to Rs 94.93 
per litre and diesel price 
jumped to record Rs 
85.70 a litre.

In five days this 
week, price has gone up 
by Rs 1.51 per litre for 
petrol while diesel rate 
has risen by Rs 1.56 a 
litre.

The relentless hike in 
prices has been criticised 
by the opposition parties, 

including Congress 
that has demanded an 
immediate cut in taxes 
to ease the burden on the 
common man.

However, Oil Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan 
on Wednesday had 
told Parliament that 
the government is 
not considering a 
reduction in excise 
duty to cool rates from 
their record highs.

Rates have risen as 
international oil prices 
touched USD 61 per 
barrel for the first time 
in more than a year 
on improving demand 
outlook amid the global 
rollout of COVID-19 
vaccines, he had said.

Central and state 
taxes make up for 
over 61 per cent of the 
retail selling price of 
petrol and about 56 per 
cent of diesel.

The Union 
government levies Rs 
32.9 per litre of excise 
duty on petrol and Rs Rs 
31.80 a litre on diesel.

Mahatma Gandhi's 
granddaughter visits farmers' 

protest site in Ghazipur
Ghaziabad, 13 Feb 
[PTI]: Mahatma Gandhi's 
granddaughter Tara 
Gandhi Bhattacharjee on 
Saturday visited Ghazipur 
on the Delhi-Uttar 
Pradesh border to extend 
support to the farmers' 
movement against the 
Centre's contentious farm 
laws, according to a BKU 
statement.

The 84-year-old 
Bhattacharjee, who is 
also the chairperson of 
National Gandhi Museum, 
exhorted farmers to 
remain peaceful in their 
protest and urged the 
government to "take care" 
of the farming community.

She was joined by 
Gandhi Smarak Nidhi 
chairman Ramchandra 
Rahi, All-India Sarv Seva 
Sangha managing trustee 
Ashok Saran, Gandhi 
Smarak Nidhi director 

Sanjay Singha and 
National Gandhi Museum 
director A Annamalai.

"We have not come 
here as part of any 
political programme. We 
have come here today for 
the farmers, who have fed 
all of us our whole life," 
Ms Bhattacharjee said, 
according to the statement 
by the Bharatiya Kisan 
Union (BKU), the farmers 
union leading the protest 
in Ghaziabad.

"We are because of 
you all. In the benefit of 
farmers lies the benefit 
of the country and all of 
us," she was quoted as 
telling the protesters, who 
are camping at Ghazipur 
since November with a 
demand that the Centre 
repeal the three new farm 
laws and make a new one 
to guarantee minimum 
support price (MSP) for 
crops.
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Good samaritans distribute warm 
clothes to migrant workers 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 13 Feb:

Gaurav Raj from Gangtok along with Headmaster Lingtam Secondary School, SD Bhutia distributed 
shoes, warm clothes and other items to migrant workers today.

Govt failing to curb rise in crime: SDF 
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 13 Feb: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front party has 

alleged that activities 
by anti-social elements 
have been increasing in 
the State and the state 
government has failed 
to maintain peace and 
security in Sikkim.

An SDF press 
release issued by its 
spokesperson, JB Darnal 
states that three serious 
crimes took place in 
the month of January, 
which includes attack 
on a cow at Rawtey-
Rumtek Gaushala, fire at 
Singhawahini Dewtathan 
at Rey Khola and damage 

of Adikavi Bhanu Bhakta 
Acharya statue at Soreng. 

More recently, the 
Patrakar Bhawan of 
Press Club of Sikkim 
was also vandalized 
by miscreant, he 
states.

The party has 
alleged that despite 
increasing crime in 

the State, the police 
administration has failed 
to take any concrete 
action on these acts.

While condemning 
these incidents, the SDF 
party has demanded 
strong legal action 
against those behind 
these crimes.

BUILDING FOR SALE
A roadside building measuring 35 by 35 with 
extra land of 12ft is for sale at Rhenock Aritar 

near Chitiz hotel or Future Star School. The 
price of the building is Rs 50 lakh. Interested 

buyers may contact 9593594066.

Two-day workshop on Biocontrol of invasive crop pest 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 13 Feb:

A two-day workshop 
on “Biocontrol of 

invasive crop pest and 
utilization of insects 
as food in North East 
Region of India” was 
held at CAEPHT, (Central 
Agricultural University, 
Imphal), Ranipool, 
Sikkim from 11–12 Feb, 
2021, a press release 
informs. 

The workshop was 
sponsored by ICAR-
National Bureau of 
Agricultural Insect 
Resources (ICAR-
NBAIR), Bengaluru and 
organized by Directorate 
of Extension Education, 
Central Agricultural 
University, Imphal. 

Vice Chancellor, Dr 
Anupam Mishra was the 

Chief Patron, Director, 
Dr N Bakthavatsalam, 
ICAR-NBAIR, Bengaluru, 
was the Patron and 
Director of Extension 
Education, Prof RK 
Saha, CAU, Imphal was 
the Chairman of the 
workshop. Prof PP 
Dabral, Dr M Nagesh and 
Dr P Sriramkumar were 
the co-chairpersons of 
the workshop. 

Dr SM Haldhar, Dr P 
Bhumita, Dr Diganggana 
Talukdar were the 
course Directors and 
Dr Yamuna Pandey, Dr 
Y Rupert Anand, Dr 
Diana Sagolsem were the 
course coordinators of 
the workshop.

The inaugural 
programme was 
attended by Director 
of Instruction, Dr S 

Basanta Singh, Central 
Agricultural University, 
Imphal acted as chief 
guest, Director, Dr N 
Bakthavatsalam, ICAR-
NBAIR, Bengaluru acted 
as Guest of Honour, 
Principal Scientist, Dr 
M Nagesh and HOD, 
ICAR-NBAIR was the 
distinguished guest. 

Dean, Prof PP 
Dabral, CAEPHT 
& COH (Bermiok), 
Sikkim welcomed the 
dignitaries and the 
participants. 

The chief guest of 
the programme, Dr S 
Basanta highlighted the 
importance of biocontrol 
and use of insect as 
food in day-to-day 
life and mobile based 
application for crop 
protection developed by 

ICAR-NBAIR was also 
inaugurated. 

The workshop 
was attended by 67 
participants comprising 
of Agriculture and 
Horticulture Inspectors, 
ADO, Field Assistant and 
farmers covering all the 
dis t r i c t s  o f  S i k k i m . 
A n  ex h i b i t i o n 
s t a l l  d i s p l ay i n g 
d i f fe re n t  s p e c i m e n s 
o f  i n s e c t s ,  f l exe s 
a n d  m a t e r i a l s  fo r 
b i o logical control 
was inaugurated by 
Shanti Ram Sharma, 
Deputy Director, State 
Horticulture, Bermiok, 
South Sikkim.

Inputs like neem 
oil, trichoderma and 
hand sprayer were also 
distributed to all the 
participants. 

Inflation eases to 4.06 
pc in Jan: Govt data

New Delhi, Feb 12 
(PTI): Retail inflation 
eased to 4.06 per cent 
in January, mainly on 
account of a decline 
in vegetable prices, as 
per government data 
released on Friday.

The inflation based 
on Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) was 4.59 per cent 
in December 2020.

The rate of price 
rise in the food basket 

was 1.89 per cent in 
January, significantly 
down from 3.41 per cent 
in December, revealed 
the data released by the 
National Statistical Office 
(NSO).

The Reserve Bank, 
which mainly factors in 
the retail inflation while 
arriving at its monetary 
policy, has been asked 
to keep CPI inflation at 4 
per cent (+,- 2 per cent).

Mahua Moitra says "under 
surveillance" by armed 
officials outside home

New Delhi, 13 Feb 
[NDTV]: Trinamool 
Congress MP Mahua 
Moitra on Saturday shot 
off a letter to the Delhi 
police chief requesting to 
withdraw three security 
personnel, armed 
with "assault rifles", 
positioned outside 
her home in Delhi. "It 
appears to me that I 
am under some sort of 
surveillance," said Ms 
Moitra who also tweeted 
several photos of the 
security officials.

She said that she was 
informed that the officers 
were deputed from 
Barakhamba Road police 
station for her protection. 
In her letter to Delhi 
Police Commissioner S N 
Shrivastava, she pointed 
out that she had never 
asked for any protection 
"being an ordinary 
citizen of this country".

"The conduct of these 
armed officers indicate 
that they are making 
notes of movements to 
and from my residence, 
it appears to me that I 
am under some sort of 
surveillance," she wrote 
in the letter.

The MP from West 
Bengal's Krishnanagar 
also mentioned that the 

station house officer 
(SHO) of Barakhamba 
Road police station had 
come to meet her at her 
residence on February 12 
and shortly "thereafter, 
around three Border 
Security Force personnel 
armed with assault 
rifles had been deputed 
outside my residence."

"Don't waste 
resources on protecting 
just me, protect 
everybody. I don't need 
anything special. I don't 
take security. If you're 
surveilling me, ask me 
and I will tell you. Indian 
democracy is already 
under threat, don't 
make us feel like we're 
living in Russian Gulag," 
Ms Moitra was quoted 
by news agency ANI as 
saying.

Ms Moitra had 
earlier said "India is in 
a state of undeclared 
emergency", referring 
to the crackdown on the 
farmer protests.

Mahua Moitra made 
headlines this week 
after her remarks in 
parliament on a former 
Chief Justice of India. 
Ms Moitra is facing a 
privilege motion moved 
by BJP MPs over the 
speech.

Train mishap averted in 
Chennai-Howrah Mail Special

Bhubaneswar, Feb 
13 (PTI): A major train 
mishap was Saturday 
averted as the guard of 
Chennai-Howrah Mail 
Special detected an hot 
axle in the general second 
class coach at Sompeta in 
Andhra Pradesh under 
East Coast Railway, a 
railway official said.

The officials took 
prompt action and 
detached the coach 
(second from the rear) at 
Sompeta, he said.

There were about 
90 people in this coach, 
the official said adding 
the passengers were 

accommodated in other 
coaches till Bhubaneswar.

In Bhubaneswar a 
general second class 
coach will be attached to 
the train and passengers 
will be shifted to it for the 
onward journey, he said.

Asked the official said 
the axle connects wheels 
on each side of a train 
car and keeps the two 
wheels moving together 
at the same speed when 
the train is moving. A hot 
axle affects the function. 
This and may even lead 
to the train catching fire 
if it is not detected in 
time.

Centenarian Satya Mohan Joshi, wife to 
donate body for medical research after death
ANUP OJHA
Kathmandu, 13 Feb 
[KathmanduPost]: At 
a programme organised 
by Nai Prakashan in 
Kathmandu on Friday, 
celebrated historian 
and centenarian Satya 
Mohan Joshi made an 
announcement for 
the “betterment of 
humanity” and to “make 
the world a better place 
to live in.”

Joshi, 101, and 
his wife Radha, 96, 
announced that the 
couple would donate 
their bodies to a medical 
college after their death.

“Death is inevitable, 
and there are certain 
rituals from birth to 
death,” said Joshi, 
described by many as 
a “renaissance man” 
with over 60 books on 
music, history, culture, 
literature, and drama to 
his name.

“But after my death, 
I want my body to be 
examined to understand 
how I could survive up 
to this age, so that others 
may also benefit from the 
knowledge,” said Joshi 
who turned 101 on May 
12 last year.

The Joshi couple, 
along with their son Anu 
Raj signed an agreement 
with Kist Medical College 
to hand over the couple’s 
body to the hospital for 
further research after 
their death.

“I am not against 
my culture, religion, 
and philosophy. I take 
it as a part of life. But it 
has to be followed with 
some reforms,” said the 
veteran writer, historian, 
and cultural expert at the 
function on the premises 
of Lalitpur Metropolitan 
City’s office..

Joshi said he had a 
special bonding with 

Kist Medical College, 
ever since he underwent 
a hernia surgery there a 
while ago.

In May 2019, Lalitpur 
Metropolitan City 
organised a function to 
mark his birth centenary 
and announced a public 
holiday to mark the 
occasion. In September 
that year, Nepal Rastra 
Bank unveiled three new 
coins of denominations 
Rs 100, Rs 1,000, and Rs 
2,500 to commemorate 
his centenary.

Dr Suraj Bajracharya, 
professor and Head of 
the Department of Kist 
Medical College, said 
this is an exemplary 
move and that this is 
going to be an eye-
opener for everyone. 
“The college signed 
an agreement to 
perform his regular 
check-ups. We are also 
conducting research on 

his longevity,” said Dr 
Professor Balman Singh 
Karki of Kist Medical 
College. He also said 
the hospital has been 
frequently sending its 
doctors to perform 
health checks on the 
Joshi couple.

It’s not just his 
longevity, his prolific 
works in literature, and 
his active engagement 
in different functions 
where he still prefers 
to go on foot, also awe 
the public. For Joshi 
it’s simple. He says he 
refrains from negativity 
and never “complains”, 
but “contemplates.”

“Joshi’s contribution 
to Nepali literature 
is immense; he is a 
living legend. The 
announcement he made 
today adds another 
milestone to his life,” said 
Chiri Babu Maharjan, 
mayor of the city.

No fresh COVID-19 case in Andamans
Port Blair, Feb 13 
(PTI): No new COVID-19 
case was reported in 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands on Saturday, a 
health official said.

Two more people 
have recovered from the 
disease, he said.

The Union territory's 
caseload stood at 5,007, 

of which 11 are active 
cases, while 4,934 people 
have recovered from the 
disease and 62 patients 
have succumbed to 
the infection so far, the 
official said.

The administration 
has so far tested over 
2.4 lakh samples for 
COVID-19, he added.

I-League: Aizawl face 
Sudeva in a mid-table clash

Kalyani, Feb 13 (PTI): 
Aizawl FC and Sudeva 
Delhi FC will be keen to 
outdo each other when 
the two sides meet in a 
mid-table clash of the 
I-League here on Sunday.

After their goalless 
draw against Churchill 
Brothers, Aizawl were 
stunned by TRAU 1-0, 
dragging the former 
champions down to the 
eighth position with 
eight points from seven 
games.

With four rounds 
remaining in the first 
phase, a victory for Yan 
Law's side will give 
them a chance to make 
up for lost ground and 
start moving into the top 
half of the standings to 
eventually fight for the 
top six spots.

"We were fantastic 

in the last game. The 
better team lost. The boys 
were fantastic, tactically 
disciplined. We kept most 
of the ball and creating 
chances. We just failed to 
convert.

"Despite the defeat, 
I am really proud of 
the players, and if we 
convert our chances, 
I am sure we can win 
this competition," Law 
said.

"The gap between 
the second and us is just 
three points. We are really 
hungry for a win, and I am 
sure if pick up a victory, it 
is going to change the table 
completely. I am really 
happy with the attitude 
and mentality that the 
players have shown 
in training and am 
hoping for a positive 
result," he added.
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RUCHI DIAGNOSTIC CLINIC
Behind telephone Exchange Near Old STNM Hospital. Gangtok

PH: 03592-203333, 204876, 8509373970
EXISTING FACILITIES:
ULTRASOUND
DIGITAL X-RAY
ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY
COLOR DOPPLER
PATHOLOGY
MICROBIOLOGY
BIOCHEMISTRY
ENDOSCOPY
B M D
E C G
DENTAL O P G
GASTRO CLINIC
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC
MEDICAL CLINIC
ORTHO CLINIC
E N T CLINIC
GYNEA CLINIC
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SPECIALISED TESTS
BLOOD COLLECTION CENTRES 
AT :
	 Sushruta Medical, 
 Ranipool.    
 

 Arihant Medical, Opp.
 CRH gate, 5th Mile.

COMPLETE E N T FACILITIES 
UNDER ONE ROOF

ENT O P D Monday to Friday
10.00 am to 2.30 pm

1.ENT OPD CLINIC
2.ENT ENDOSCOPIES
3.MICROSCOPIC PROCEDURES
4.MINOR O T PROCEDURES
5.VERTIGO MANAGEMENT
6.AUDIOMETRY, TYMPANOME-
TRY AND HEARING AIDS. 

CONSULTANT ENT SURGEON
DR. ONGDEN GYATSO, MS (AIIMS)

GASTRO CLINIC & O P D
8.00 am to 9.00 am

MEDICAL CLINIC & O P D
9.30 am

ORTHO AND GYNEA 
CLINICS & O P D

3.00 pm
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC & O P D

8.00 am And 6.00 pm
VACCINATION CLINIC

SICA mourns demise 
of Karma Bhutia

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 13 Feb:

Sikkim Cricket 
Association has 

mourned the demise of 
former SICA member 
Karma Bhutia who 
passed away on 14 Jan 
this year. 

A press release 
informs that one minute 
silence was observed in 
memory of the departed 
soul in the Annual 
General Meeting of SICA 
held on 13 Feb.

Late Karma Bhutia 
was born on 11 Dec, 
1947 and was a 
resident of Rangpo. 
He contributed to 
SICA from the early 
80s, and the meeting 
especially appreciated 
his contribution at the 
Rangpo Ground during 
camps, matches and 
tournaments. 

“He was a quiet and 
reserved person but 
always ready to extend 

his help for the needy,” 
the release states. 

In 2016 he tendered 
his resignation 
from Sikkim Cricket 
Association due to his 
age and after relocating 
to a different place.

On behalf of SICA 
family, the president 
SICA paid rich tribute 
to Karma Bhutia for 

his contributions to 
the association in the 
AGM. His sincerity 
and gentleness were 
unparallel in the history 
of Sikkim cricket, he said. 

Senior members of 
SICA like Aswin Oberoi 
and Namgyal Wangdi 
remembered him and his 
contributions to Sikkim 
cricket.

CM condoles demise of 
Udai Chandra Basistha

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 13 Feb:

Chief Minister, PS 
Tamang has mourned 

the demise of litterateur 
Udai Chandra Basistha 
who has passed away 
after a prolonged illness. 

In a Facebook post, 
the CM has said that it is a 
great loss that the literary icon 
is no more. He has extended 
his deepest condolences 
to the bereaved family 
members.

Late Basistha 
authored several literary 
works including the 
translation of Shrimad 

Bhagwad Mahapuran 
from Sanskrit to Nepali. 
He also served in the 
Education Department 

as the Principal of 
Namchi SSS and various 
senior-level posts in the 
Government.

Holi Cup Open 
Football Tourney to 

begin from 01 March

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 13 Feb:

International football 
player, Nirmal Chhetri 

will be the brand 
ambassador for Holi 
Cup Open Football 
Tournament which is 
going to start on 01 
March, a press release 
informs. 

The tourney is being 
organised by Tumin 
Lingee social worker, 
Pintso Bhutia and his 
group at Rangpo Bazaar 
Ground. The organizing 
committee members 

reached Mr Bhutia's 
residence in Melli, South 
Sikkim, today and took 
suggestions regarding 
the tourney.

The winners and 
the runners up of 
the tourney will be 
awarded cash prize of 
Rs 3 lakh and Rs 2 lakh 
respectively along with 
trophies. Interested 
teams can register for 
the tournament by  
24 Feb, 2021. Teams 
from Sikkim, Nepal and 
Bhutan can participate in 
this tournament.

After meeting Amit Shah, Haryana CM 
hardens stand against protesting farmers

New Delhi, 13 Feb 
[NDTV]: Haryana Chief 
Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar met his party 
colleague and Home 
Minister Amit Shah 
today to discuss the way 
ahead amid the protest 
by farmers against three 
new farm laws. The Chief 
Minister in a statement 
after the meeting said 
they will work to make 
a new law to make 
protesters who destroy 
property pay up.

The BJP government 
in Haryana - one of the 
states seeing the biggest 
protest by farmers - will 
try to bring the law in the 
upcoming session of the 
legislative assembly, Mr 
Khattar said.

Mr Khattar's 
comments have drawn 
sharp criticism on social 
media with people 
asking who would pay 
for damages on highways 

dug up to stop protesting 
farmers from marching 
towards Delhi.

Farmers especially 
from Haryana and 
neighbouring Punjab 
have dug in along the 
Delhi border for over two 
months, demanding the 
government to withdraw 
the three laws that they 
say threaten minimum 
price guarantee and 
would open the door to 
corporate control of the 
farm sector.

The protest has seen 
intermittent clash with 
the police, damaging 
public and private 
property in its wake. A 
tractor rally by farmers 
on January 26 had also 
turned violent in Delhi.

"Some people are 
agitating just for the sake 
of protest against the 
farm laws, which reflects 
their vested political 
intent," Mr Khattar said 

today, news agency PTI 
reported.

Mr Khattar repeated 
the centre's offer to 
discuss the laws clause 
by clause.

"If through a 
positive dialogue, any 
amendment in these 
laws is required, then the 
government will always 
be ready for it," the Chief 
Minister said.

The farmers are 
adamant that they will 
not accept anything less 
than a repeal of the laws. 
They also want a law that 
guarantees the Minimum 
Support Price (MSP).

The government, 
which says the laws 
will benefit farmers by 
removing middlemen 
and enable them to sell 
crops anywhere in the 
country, has blamed 
the opposition for the 
protests, saying they are 
inciting farmers.

Fed up with injustice and inaction, women march 
in Kathmandu to demand end to impunity

SAMIKSHA BARAL
Kathmandu, 13 Feb 
[KathmanduPost]: For 
the past week, Bijaya 
Khatri has been on the 
streets of Jajarkot–every 
day without fail. She is 
joined by her friends and 
other campaigners. They 
want their calls to end 
violence against women 
and impunity to be heard.

“We won’t stop 
questioning and 
demanding justice,” 
said the 22-year-old 
activist who has been 
leading protests in her 
hometown ever since a 
teenage girl in Baitadi 
was found dead on 
February 4. Based on 
the post-mortem report, 
police have concluded 
that the 12th grader had 
been raped before being 
strangled.

The Baitadi rape and 
murder incident comes 
as a grim reminder of 
a similar case more 
than two and a half 
years ago. Nirmala 
Pant, 13, was found 
dead in Kanchanpur 
on July 27, 2018. Police 
had concluded that 
she had been raped 
and murdered. But 
the perpetrator(s) of 
the crime still remains 
unknown.

The family of the 
Baitadi teenage girl, 
who had gone to school 
never to return, fears 
that the culprit(s) may go 
unpunished.

Khatri, a medical 
student in Bangladesh, 
was equally active 
two years ago as well, 
demanding justice for 
Nirmala.

“Girls and women 
must speak up for their 
safety and their rights,” 
Khatri told the Post over 
the phone from Jajarkot.

Apart from leading 
protests, Khatri has been 
regularly organising 
programmes in local 
schools to encourage her 
friends to speak up.

She was on the streets 
of Jajarkot on Friday 
as well, participating 
in a demonstration 
demanding justice for the 
teenage girl from Baitadi 
and an end to violence 
against women.

And some 320 
kilometres from her 
district, in the Capital 
Kathmandu, hundreds 
of women, civil society 

members and rights 
activists held a mass 
rally, amplifying just 
what Khatri has been 
doing in her capacity.

Women led the 
rally, dubbed “women’s 
march”, from Basantapur 
before it converged at 
Bhadrakali. Their plan 
to march up to Singha 
Durbar was thwarted.

“Justice. Justice. 
Justice,” the participants 
chanted in the names of 
all the victims of violence 
against women.

“From the murder 
of Nirmala Pant to the 
similar recent incident 
in Baitadi, we have not 
got justice yet. Every 
day, around six-seven 
girls and women, 
some of them elderly, 
are raped,” said Hima 
Bista, entrepreneur and 
women’s rights activist, 
while addressing the rally 
at Bhadrakali. “These are 
merely numbers that are 
reported, but nothing has 
changed. From villages 
to cities, we all are 
screaming, but it makes 
no difference to those in 
power in Singha Durbar 
and Baluwatar.”

Rising number 
of cases of violence 
against women and 
girls has been a cause 
for concern in Nepal, 
with rights activists 
constantly calling on 
the government to do 
something about it.

Nepal Police records 
show that 2,144 cases 
of rape and 687 cases 
of attempted rape were 
reported in the fiscal 
year 2019-20 alone, 
an increase from 1,480 
cases of rape and 727 
cases of attempted rape 
in the previous fiscal 
year.

According to police 
records, nearly 8,000 
cases of rapes and 3,100 
attempted rapes were 
reported in the last 
five years when about 
60,000 cases of domestic 
violence were registered.

“[But] the people tend 
to forget everything when 

they get to power,” said 
Bista, also the executive 
director of WomenLead, 
an organisation that 
provides leadership 
training to young Nepali 
women. “This is a larger 
citizens’ movement 
and this movement 
says we don’t want an 
authoritarian regime.”

Participants at 
Friday’s women’s march 
came down heavily on 
the government for its 
failure to nab the culprits 
in Nirmala’s case even after 
two years.

“The state has failed 
us. While women and girls 
are worried about their 
safety, those in power enjoy 
multiple layers of security,” 
said Prakriti Bhattarai 
Basnet, a youth activist. 
“Those elected to serve the 
people have failed to protect 
the citizens… they have made 
a mockery of democracy.”

Rights activists point 
at multiple reasons for 
women and girls not 
getting justice in Nepal. 
Nepali girls and women 
who report rape face an 
insensitive police force 
that is heavily male and 
woefully undertrained 
when it comes to dealing 
with survivors of sexual 
violence, according 
to them. Insensitivity 
continues in cases 
where women and 
girls are murderd after 
rape. There’s an utter 
lack of sincerity among 
authorities, including the 
police department, when 
it comes to investigating 
rape cases, say rights 
defenders and women’s 
rights activists. Nirmala 
Pant is an example of 
how the Nepali state has 
failed girls and women, 
according to them.

“Violence against 
women is deep-rooted 
in our society. Incidents 
of violence have been 
going on since long. We 
have failed to address 
the underlying issues,” 
Mohna Ansari, a former 
commissioner at the 
National Human Rights 
Commission, told the 

Post. “Political parties 
and state apparatus are 
apathetic when it comes 
to addressing cases of 
violence against women.” 

Friday’s women’s 
march in Kathmandu, 
organised as part of the 
ongoing Brihat Nagarik 
Andolan, a campaign 
for justice, equity and 
democracy, saw a huge 
number of participants, 
including students and 
artists as well as the 
campaigners who have 
been protesting against 
Prime Minister KP Sharma 
Oli’s House dissolution 
move.

Protesters also put up 
a play and recited poems 
which tried to explain why 
they have taken to the 
streets.

Rights activists say 
authorities in Nepal 
have historically paid 
little attention to women 
issues and people 
in power, including 
ministers, oftentimes 
make condescending and 
ludicrous remarks on 
issues of rape and violence 
against women, reflecting 
their insensitivity and lack 
of concern over matters 
concerning women.

Instead of 
implementing laws and 
making the agencies 
tasked with dealing with 
cases of violence against 
women, some ministers 
in the incumbent Oli 
government, however, 
employed distractive 
approaches and made 
such decisions and 
statements that defy logic.

In September 2018, 
when protests were 
ongoing to demand justice 
for Nirmala, the Ministry 
of Communication and 
Information Technology, 
in an unusual move, 
decided to ban porn sites, 
in what it said an attempt 
to combat sexual violence.

As a national 
outpouring of anger 
continued demanding 
justice for Nirmala–the 
government was on the 
backfoot for making a 
spectacular bungling in 

the investigation–Home 
Minister Ram Bahadur 
Thapa blamed capitalism 
behind the rising incidents 
of rape in the country.

Ministers continued 
to make irresponsible 
statements, at times even 
describing the protests 
demanding justice for 
Nirmala as a conspiracy 
against the government 
and the ruling party.

In December 2018, 
when police were 
struggling to find a 
proper lead to solve the 
Nirmala Pant case, Oli’s 
close confidante Ishwor 
Pokharel, who was 
deputy prime minister 
and defence minister at 
the time, proclaimed that 
the culprits had been 
identified and would be 
made public soon.

Ansari, the 
former human rights 
commissioner, said not 
much has changed when it 
comes to issues related to 
women.

“It is said that even 
if one human rights 
violation case goes 
unaddressed, then it can 
have huge repercussions 
in the future,” said Ansari. 
“I must say that the 
government has failed to 
control violence against 
women and also failed to 
stop killings of younger 
girls in the country.”

Far in Jajarkot, 
Khatri was planning 
more demonstrations to 
demand justice for the 
Baitadi teenage girl and 
all others who have fallen 
victims to sexual and 
domestic violence.

She regretted that 
she could not make it 
to the women’s march 
in Kathmandu, but she 
said her determination 
to fight for justice and 
against discrimination 
and violence faced by 
women has not faded.

“We could not 
go to Kathmandu to 
participate in the march, 
but we will continue 
our march here at our 
level,” said Khatri over 
the phone. “It’s really sad 
that we have to take to the 
streets to demand that 
our fundamental rights 
be upheld. The Nepali 
state has started treating 
us women and girls as 
second-class citizens. 
But we will continue to 
speak up unless justice is 
delivered.”
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Sikkim Had Planned a 
Good Law Against Drugs
Unfortunately, that is not 
what it delivered on ground

Not a day passes without a drug bust 
somewhere in Sikkim and booking of people 

under the Sikkim Anti-Drugs Act (SADA). There 
are obvious instances when even addicts, inferred 
from the amount of contraband confiscated from 
them, are put behind bars branded as peddlers. 
This clause alone militates against what the SADA 
was originally planned as. It has now been eleven 
years almost to the day since the Sikkim Anti-
Drugs Bill was passed by the State Legislative 
Assembly on 20 February 2006. Let us take a look 
at what this Bill was originally proposed as and 
what it has become during implementation.

The Bill in itself was both strong and humane, 
and the sensitivity which underlined it was one 
that could have served the State well. Most anti-
substances of abuse acts, not only in India, but 
the world over, are draconian in intent. In their 
bid to keep drugs off the streets, they become 
too strict and blur the line separating an addict 
from a peddler. Sikkim had deigned to think 
differently and the original Bill made a clear 
distinction between an addict and a drug pusher. 
It understood that while the former is a victim, 
the latter is a criminal. The existing laws against 
drugs in the country make no such differentiation. 
In that sense, Sikkim was leading the way in how 
substance abuse could be combated effectively. 
What had made the Bill even more special was that 
it appointed blame where it was necessary. The 
society’s failing in responding to its responsibility 
towards keeping future generations ‘clean’ was 
emphasized. In the list of punishments listed 
for substance abuse [as different from dealing 
in the drug], an identified addict was required 
under law to undergo detoxification, spend time 
under watch in probation and the State was 
committed to her/his rehabilitation into society. 
Also included was a fine of up to Rs. 20,000 in 
the case of young, unemployed and unmarried. 
It was clear that this was done to appoint some 
responsibility on parents/ guardians for having 
ignored addiction in their child for so long that 
s/he was picked by the cops and convicted by 
the Courts. Similarly, the Bill fixed strict action 
against vehicles being used as ferries to smuggle 
these substances of abuse into the State. Not only 
was there a jail-term facing the driver, but the 
vehicle was also liable to be seized and a stiff fine 
fixed for its release. 

The Bill was strong and the cops wielded more 
power. It was possible that this power would 
get misused and abused. To check this, the Bill 
proposed to make the dropping of charges or 
framing of weak charges offences under the Act 
and very risky undertakings. The Bill offered to 
help addicts kick the habit while at the same time 
it made ignoring addiction and accepting bribes 
to look the other way a very expensive affair. 
Where the people failed to get proactive, the 
government had taken charge. Unfortunately, a 
lot of these aspects of the original Bill do not find 
mention in the implementation, and Sikkim is the 
poorer for it.

How to write a love poem
HANNAH COPLEY
theconversation.com

For many, this year’s Valentine’s 
Day will be like no other. If you 

are spending the day apart from your 
loved ones, and don’t fancy the card 
selection at your local Tesco, writing 
a poem can be a more personal way 
to reach out and connect. Indeed, to 
paraphrase John Donne, “more than 
kisses, [poems] mingle souls”.

Here are some poems to take 
inspiration from, as well as some 
prompts to help you get that first line 
on the page.

MAKE A LIST
In her sonnet, How Do I Love 

Thee, Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
demonstrates the effectiveness of 
staying power when it comes to 
writing romance. After setting out 
to count the ways, the poem sticks 
determinedly to its opening concept 
– how do I love thee – answering the 
question from every possible angle, 
reaching to “the depth and breadth 
and height / My soul can reach”.

How do I love thee demonstrates 
how incorporating a list within a 
poem can make for a persuasive and 
intimate piece of writing. We see 
this again, in an altogether sillier 
way, in Ways of Making Love, by 
Hera Lindsay Bird. In her poem, Bird 
unfolds a surprising and decidedly 
unsexy list of similes to “answer” the 
instructional title of the poem:

Like a metal detector detecting 
another metal detector.

Like two lonely scholars in the 
dark clefts of the Cyrillic alphabet.

Like an ancient star slowly getting 
sucked into a black hole.

Whether it’s heartfelt or more 
lighthearted, a list poem is an 
opportunity to remember the quirks 
that make up a relationship. Half 
prayer, half receipt, it can quantify 
the seemingly unquantifiable, as the 
need to find the next answer to the 

opening question forces you to think 
creatively and explore beyond the 
obvious.

Why not begin with a title like 
“Each Thing You Do”, and challenge 
yourself to at least forty lines. Or 
perhaps you might want to answer 
Barrett Browning’s original question 
in light of our 2021 reality:

I love you further than two 
metres;

I love you beyond the limits of my 
daily walk.

EMBRACE DESIRE
Ways of Making Love might not 
live up to the eroticism of its title, 
but Selima Hill’s Desire’s a Desire 
certainly delivers:
It taunts me
like the muzzle of a gun;
it sinks into my soul like chilled honey
packed into the depths of treacherous 
wounds;

In this variation of the list poem, 
Hill takes longing as her starting point 
and recounts its effects in sensual, 
almost painful detail. Similarly, in 
Kim Addionzo’s For Desire, the poet 
celebrates what it is to want without 
restraint or guilt, whether that’s “the 
strongest cheese”, the “good wine”, 
or “the lover who yanks open the 

door / of his house and presses me 
to the wall”. In Fucking in Cornwall, 
Ella Frears embraces the less-than-
glamorous realities of sex and desire:

The rain is thick and there’s half 
a rainbow

over the damp beach; just put 
your hand up my top.

It may not be the stuff of the big-
budget period drama, but it’s joyful 
in its nostalgia for the awkward 
fumbling of first love, as well as of the 
rainy delights of the English seaside.

Each of these poems celebrates 
the power of declaring longing and 
need; of articulating the body and 
what it wants.
BE PLAYFUL

Perhaps you’ll notice something 
familiar about the opening lines of 
Harryette Mullen’s Dim Lady:

My honeybunch’s peepers are 
nothing like neon. Today’s special at 
Red Lobster is redder than her kisser. 
If Liquid Paper is white, her racks are 
institutional beige. If her mop were 
Slinkys, dishwater Slinkys would 
grow on her noggin.

In this fast-paced ode, Mullen 
takes Shakespeare’s famous Sonnet 
130 (“My mistress’ eyes are nothing 
like the sun”) — itself a parody — 

and effectively scribbles all over it. 
While she maintains the style of the 
original, she substitutes almost every 
word with a contemporary reference 
to mass consumer culture, rendering 
the whole declaration — and the love 
industry — joyfully ridiculous.

Dim Lady demonstrates the 
power of the re-write and celebrates 
the fact that poetry – like love – 
can be a playful and adaptable 
collaboration. Like the Zoom pub quiz 
and online escape room, Mullen’s 
word substitution is a game that can 
be played at whatever distance.

Why not each take Sonnet 130 
and come up with your own versions 
using a different frame of reference. 
Types of plant? TV programmes? 
Biscuit brands? Then swap and 
compare results.

And remember, whatever style 
you decide to try this Valentine’s Day, 
keep in mind the poet Les Murray’s 
sage advice:

The best love poems are known
as such to the lovers alone.
When it comes to writing your 

own verse, remember, it’s the thought 
that counts.

[the writer is Lecturer in Creative 
Writing, University of Westminster]

Poems For Long Distant Loves in Lockdown
KATE NORTH
theconversation.om

Many people are not lucky enough to be with 
their loved ones this valentine’s day. If that is 

the case, or if you simply want suitable words to 
mark the day, then there are plenty of long-distance 
love poems that you can reach for, to share or to 
read for comfort.

Some of them can be found in unexpected 
places, such as Song of Solomon, also known as 
Song of Songs, a book found in the Old Testament. 
But if you want an account of longing at a distance, 
a celebration of sexual intimacy, praise for lust and 
passion, then this is where you’ll find it: “How much 
better is thy love than wine!” declares Solomon, 
“By night on my bed I sought him…” speaks his 
lover. The lovers were not married and lived 
separately, and were perhaps in the early days of 
their courtship. The verse describes their visits to 
each other in erotic detail, and their yearning for 
each other when apart.

A slightly more traditional and obvious source 
for love poetry in the English language is, of 
course, William Shakespeare. Sonnet 98 gives us a 
meditation on love and distance. In it the speaker 
is so distraught that their lover is not present, they 
can no longer recognise the beauty of nature, even 
as spring bursts into bloom around them.

LOVE LOST AND CHANGED WITH 
TIME

Distance is not always about a physical 
measurement of proximity though, it can also 
relate to the passing of time. Lost love, love that is 
no longer and first loves are all forms of love that 
are unreachable through time.

One example that speaks to this kind of love 
can be found in former Poet Laureate Ted Hughes’s 
Birthday Letters, his final collection. Hughes’s 
relationship with his first wife, poet Sylvia Plath, 
has been much written about. People have long 
been fascinated with the turbulent trajectory of 
their relationship and the tragic end to Plath’s life.

Many years after Plath’s passing, Hughes 
produced a collection of poems that he wrote 
throughout the decades after her death. It was 
published months before his own death and it can 

be read as an homage, a marking, an exploration 
and a final word on his passionate relationship 
with Plath:

I look up – as if to meet your voice
With all its urgent future
That has burst in on me.
For a more contemporary take on past love, 

I recommend reading Kim Addonizio, who has 
previously won the Pushcart Prize, a Guggenheim 
Foundation award and many other accolades. Love 
is a topic she returns to in her work time over. In 
her poem Stolen Moments she takes the reader 
back to the early throes of love, to an instance 
where it feels like love will never end, in which she 
finds a perfect memory of what it is to feel in love:

Now I get to feel his hands again, the kiss
That didn’t last, but sent some neural twin
Flashing wildly through the cortex.
Alice Willitts’ recent publication With Love is 

a collection in which every single title begins with 
the word “love”. In her poem love / couples who 
sleep in separate rooms live longer, she refuses to 
trade possible health benefits for the joy of being 
able to:

…open a dozy eye
right into your precious face
Love from afar and in the moment
Another former poet laureate, Carol Ann 

Duffy, explores the complete arc of a romantic 
relationship, from the heady beginnings to the 
crashing end, in her collection Rapture. The 

opening poem, Text takes us through feelings of 
anticipation, excitement and desire as experienced 
in a brand new relationship. The moment of 
waiting for a lover’s message to appear on your 
phone, the thrill of the ring tone as it is received, 
the compulsion to read and reread it, over and over.
I tend the mobile now
like an injured bird.
We text, text, text
our significant words.
In the past year Duffy has invited poets from 
around the globe to write directly of their time 
during the pandemic. This has resulted in a large 
body of poetry, which will act as a record of lived 
experience from the pandemic’s earliest stages.

In the scores of poems on the project website, 
it is interesting to see how the themes of distance 
and relationships have shone through. For the poet 
Kim Moore:

now distance is a physical thing
that has crept into my heart
One of the most thought-provoking poems on 

the site draws on our primal need for intimacy 
as humans. It’s a need that cuts through familial, 
platonic and romantic relationships. In her poem 
Harbour Grace Nichols is willing to trade all, “for 
the simple harbour of a hug”. If you are unable to 
reach for a hug this Valentine’s Day, then finding 
one in a poem could be the next best thing.

[the writer is Reader in Creative Writing, 
Cardiff Metropolitan University]
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Teetotaller toddy tapper 
happy with state govt award
Wayanad (Ker), Feb 
13 (PTI): Thirty years 
into his back breaking 
work of toddy tapping 
and a teetotaller to boot, 
T S Muraleedharan is a 
happy man with the state 
government honouring 
him with an award, 
instituted to foster better 
labour culture.
"This is a welcome step 
from the government.

I consider this as 
a recognition from 
the authorities for my 
honesty and sincerity 
towards my job," he said.

Muraleedharan was 
among the 15 workers 
from the unorganised 
sector who were given 
the 'Thozhilali Sreshta' 
award, which also 
seeks to boost relations 
between the labourer 
and the employer.

The 58-year-old from 
Mananthavady, however, 
says that he represents 
a crisis hit sector and 
feels it will not survive 

for long.
Toddy tappers are 

generally traditional 
workers and many 
have been rendered 
jobless in 'God's own 
country' due to a 
combination of factors, 
including diseases 
affecting coconut trees, 
restrictions on setting up 

toddy shops and tipplers 
now preferring Indian 
Made Foreign Liquor.

"I don't think this 
sector will survive for 
a long period because 
people are not showing 
much interest in drinking 
toddy due to easy 
availability of IMFL" said 
Muraleedharan, a father 

of two.
Moreover, the 

younger generation is 
unwilling to take up this 
job as there are inherent 
risks, he said.

A typical two shift day 
for Muraleedharan sees 
him climbing 10 trees 
and collecting around 15 
litres of toddy.

He sells it to a local 
toddy shop for Rs 29.75 
per litre.

Besides, he also gets a 
DA of Rs 210 per day.

The second shift of 
four hours is from 2.30 
pm sees him preparing 
the groundwork on 
the inflorescence of 
the coconut trees for 
extracting toddy for the 
next day.

Muraleedharan says 
he was able to build his 
life from the earnings 
from the traditional job.

"Though I am in 
this profession, I have 
never got into the habit 
of drinking any form of 

liquor.
The government may 

have also considered my 
conduct for selecting 
me for the award," 
said Muraleedharan, a 
member of the All India 
Trade Union Congress 
(AITUC).

Labour Minister 
T P Ramakrishnan 
distributed the honour 
that carries a cash prize 
of Rs one lakh and a 
citation at a function at 
Thiruvananthapuram on 
February 5.

K Sasi, a coconut 
plucker from 
Mambuzhakkari in 
Kuttanadu, who has been 
in the job for the last 40 
years, is also one of the 
recipient of the

The 60-year-old who 
climbs around 30 trees 
daily and earns Rs 1,500, 
said he was grateful 
to the government, 
particularly the labour 
department, for selecting 
him for the award.

35 children's books in Parag Honour List for 2021
New Delhi, Feb 13 
(PTI): Thirty-five books 
for children and young 
adults across fiction, 
non-fiction and poetry 
genres by authors like 
Vinod Kumar Shukl, Jerry 
Pinto, Nandini Nayar and 
Nandita Da Cunha in 
English and Hindi feature 
in the Parag Honour List 
2021.

Currently in its 
second edition, this 
annual list by the Parag 
Initiative of Tata Trusts 
features best of children's 
books published in the 
past one year.

The list was launched 
Saturday by actor Soha 
Ali Khan, who said such 
curated reading lists 
can support educators, 
librarians and parents 
to know about the best 
Indian children's books 
being published each 
year.

For this edition, Parag 
received books from 
26 Indian publishers, 
published between 
October 2019 and 
September 2020.

The PHL jury 
members were 
Arundhati Deosthale, 
Gurbachan Singh and 
Suneeta Mishra (Hindi) 
and Arvind Gupta, Prachi 

Kalra and Samina Mishra 
(English).

Swaha Sahoo, who 
heads the Parag Initiative, 
says it is driven by a belief 
in the transformative 
power of reading, 
working to ensure that 
children across India 
can appreciate and enjoy 
reading, especially in 
diverse languages.

"Parag's three-
pronged model for 
sourcing, publishing and 
disseminating children's 
literature has catalysed 
children's literature, 
reading and literacy 
ecosystem towards 
encouraging joyful 
reading among children 
and youth," she says.

"In the course of 
our work we have often 
come across request 
from parents, educators, 
librarians for curated 
reading list that they 
could use with children. 
Parag Honour List aims 
to promote access to a 
comprehensive curated 
list of good quality 
children's literature 
that librarians, teachers, 
parents and children can 
refer to and read," she 
adds.

The 2021 list consists 
of 20 titles in English and 
15 in Hindi.

Some of titles in 
English are "My Daddy 
and the Well" by Jerry 
Pinto; "Candid Tales: 

India on a Motorcycle" 
(Adithi Rao); "The 
Miracle on Sunderbaag 
Street" (Nandita 
Da Cunha); "Mini's 
Questions" (Nandini 
Nayar); "Unearthed: 
An Environmental 
History of Independent 
India" (Meghaa Gupta); 
"Bombay Ducks, 
Bombay Docks" (Fleur 
D'Souza); Nadya; and 
"A Saree For Ammi" 
(Mamta Nainy).

Hindi titles include 
"Godam" (Vinod 
Kumar Shukl); "Chaar 
Cheetiyan" (Shyam 
Sushil); "Kya Tum 
Meri Dadi Ho" (Sonika 
Deshpande); and Mitti 
(Madhu Dhruve).

According to jury 
member Mishra, the 
"most important 
dimension of children's 
literature is to have 
enough opportunities for 
children's imagination 
and their perspective to 
see and understand the 
world".

Another member 
Gupta says this year 
there were several 
picture biographies of 
iconic Indians - tabla 
maestro Ustad Zakir 
Hussain, mathematician 
Srinivasa Ramanujan, 
surveyor Pandit 
Nain Singh Rawat, 
cricketer Mithali Raj, 
and astronaut Sunita 
Williams. "We need many 
more picture biographies 
of eminent people to 
inspire our young."

As part of the criteria 
for creating the Parag list, 
all leading publishers of 
children's books have to 
submit their select titles 
for review.

The books are 
then sent to a panel of 
eminent educationists 
and bibliophiles for their 
comments and feedback. 
A broad criterion is laid 
for choosing the best 
among the submitted 
books.

Facebook's Oversight Board 
takes up new case from India

New Delhi, Feb 13 
(PTI): Facebook's 
Oversight Board has 
taken up a new case 
related to a user's post 
that was shared from a 
Punjabi-language online 
platform and contained 
insinuations against 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi.

While the post was 
initially taken down for 
violating Facebook's 
community guidelines, 
the social media 
company later restored 
the content.

The Oversight Board 
is an independent body 
set up by Facebook 
last year to look into 
hate speech and other 
undesirable content on 
the platform.

Previously, the 
Oversight Board had 
undertaken five cases, 
including one from 
India wherein a user 
had called for violence 
against French President 
Emmanuel Macron over 
a cartoon of Prophet. In 
that particular case, the 
Board has overturned 
Facebook's decision to 
remove the content.

The latest case 
involves a post that 
was shared by a user 
in November last year. 
The post included a 
17-minute video with 
captions making negative 
comments on RSS, BJP 
and Modi.

The post was viewed 
less than 500 times 
and taken down after 
a single report for 
violating Facebook's 
Community Standard on 

Dangerous Individuals 
and Organisations.

After the user 
submitted an appeal 
to the Board, Facebook 
identified the removal 
of this post as an 
enforcement error and 
restored the content. 
The user alleged that the 
comment repeated the 
video's substance and 
reflected its tone. The 
user questioned why the 
video still remained on 
the platform if there was 
an issue with the content.

The user also 
complained about the 
social media giant 
restricting their ability to 
post, and suggested that 
accounts be restricted 
only when users engage 
in threatening, criminal 
or misleading activities. 
The Oversight Board will 
now review the matter. 
The body also invites the 
public to comment on 
the cases that have been 
taken up.

Facebook has, in the 
past, faced criticism in 
many parts of the world 
over various issues, 
including its handling 
of content and data 
breaches. It set up the 
independent body for 
content moderation in a 
transparent manner.

The Board's decisions 
are binding on Facebook 
and Instagram (which 
is owned by Facebook). 
Each of the cases are 
assigned to a five-
member panel, including 
at least one member from 
the region implicated in 
the content.

The Board expects 
to decide on each case, 

and for Facebook to have 
acted on this decision, 
within 90 days.

Once the Board 
reaches a decision on 
these cases, Facebook 
will be required to 
implement the decisions 
as well as publicly 
respond to any additional 
policy recommendations 
that it makes.

In May last year, 
the Board announced 
the names of 20 
members, including 
Sudhir Krishnaswamy, 
Vice Chancellor of the 
National Law School of 
India University.

In the previous case 
pertaining to India, 
Facebook had referred a 
case wherein a user had 
called for violence against 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron over a cartoon 
of Prophet. The Board 
overturned the decision 
by the social network to 
remove the post.

"While the company 
considered that the 
post contained a veiled 
threat, a majority of the 
Board believed it should 
be restored...A majority 
of the Board found that 
restoring the content 
would comply with 
Facebook's Community 
Standards, its values, 
and international human 
rights standards," 
Oversight Board 
statement on the website 
said on Friday.

This decision should 
only be implemented 
pending user notification 
and consent, it added.

The Board also recom 
d what content is allowed 
in this area.

Govt introduces bill in LS to abolish 5 tribunals
New Delhi, Feb 13 
(PTI): A bill to abolish 
some tribunals where 
public at large is not 
litigant was introduced 
in the Lok Sabha by 
Minister of State for 
Finance Anurag Singh 
Thakur on Wednesday.

The government 
proposes to wind up 
five tribunals, including 
Airport Appellate 
Tribunal, Authority for 
Advance Rulings and 
Intellectual Property 
Appellate Board.

Besides, Appellate 
Tribunal under the 
Cinematograph Act and 
Plant Varieties Protection 
Appellate Tribunal will 
be abolished.

The proposed Bill 
seeks to amend the 
Cinematograph Act, 
1952, the Customs 
Act, 1962, the Airports 
Authority of India 
Act, 1994, the Trade 
Marks Act, 1999 and 
the Protection of Plant 
Varieties and Farmers' 
Rights Act, 2001 and 

certain other Acts.
"With a view to 

streamline tribunals, 
the Tribunals Reforms 
(Rationalisation and 
Conditions of Service) 
Bill, 2021 is proposed 
to be enacted to abolish 
certain tribunals and 
authorities and to 
provide a mechanism 
for filing appeal directly 
to the commercial court 
or the High Court, as 
the case may be," the 
statement of objects and 
reason said.

Observing that these 
tribunals only add to 
another additional 
layer of litigation, it said 
having separate tribunal 
requires administrative 
action in terms of filling 
up of posts and such 
other matters, and any 
delay in such action 
further delays disposal of 
cases.

"Reducing the 
number of tribunals shall 
not only be beneficial 
for the public at large, 
reduce the burden on 

public exchequer, but 
also address the issue of 
shortage of supporting 
staff of tribunals and 
infrastructure," it said.

The Bill proposes 
the transfer of all cases 
pending before such 
tribunals or authorities 
to the Commercial Court 
or the High Court on the 
appointed date.

The bill also has 
laid down severance 
terms for the Chairman 
and Members of such 
tribunals and they will 
be entitled to claim 
compensation not 
exceeding three months' 
pay and allowances 
for the premature 

termination of term of 
their office or of any 
contract of service.

The Government of 
India began the process 
of rationalisation of 
tribunals in 2015. By the 
Finance Act, 2017, seven 
tribunals were abolished 
or merged based on 
functional similarity and 
their total number was 
reduced to 19 from 26.

The rationale 
followed in the first 
phase was to close down 
tribunals which were not 
necessary and merge 
tribunals with similar 
functions.

In the second phase, 
analysis of data of the 

last three years has 
shown that tribunals in 
several sectors have not 
necessarily led to faster 
justice delivery and they 
are also at a considerable 
expense to the exchequer, 
it said.

"Therefore, further 
streamlining of tribunals 
is considered necessary 
as it would save 
considerable expense 
to the exchequer and 
at the same time, lead 
to speedy delivery of 
justice. Accordingly, it 
is proposed to abolish 
some more tribunals and 
transfer the jurisdiction 
exercised by them to the 
High Court," it said.

No fresh COVID-19 case in Arunachal
Itanagar, Feb 13 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh 
has not reported any 
fresh COVID-19 case on 
Saturday, a senior health 
official said.

The state's caseload 
stands at 16,832, of 
which five are active 
cases, while 16,771 

people have recovered 
from the disease and 56 
patients have succumbed 
to the infection so far, 
State Surveillance Officer 
Dr Lobsang Jampa said.

The recovery rate 
among the coronavirus 
patients in the state stands 
at 99.63 per cent, he said.

The state has so far 
tested 3.9 lakh samples 
for COVID-19, including 
732 on Friday, Jampa said.

The administration 
has so far vaccinated 
21,122 health workers, 
State Immunisation 
Officer Dimong Padung 
said.

One new COVID-19 case in Mizoram, tally at 4,391
Aizawl, Feb 12 (PTI): 
Mizoram on Friday 
reported just one new 
COVID-19 case, which 
took the state's tally to 
4,391, an official said.

An 11-year-old 
girl in Lunglei district 
tested positive for 
the infection, he said, 
adding the fresh case 
was detected during 
contact tracing.

The northeastern 

state currently has 21 
active COVID- 19 cases, 
while 4,361 people have 
recovered from the 
disease.

Nine people have 
succumbed to the 
infection.

The state has so far 
conducted 2,19,250 
sample tests for 
COVID-19, including 
1,207 in the last 24 hours.

State immunisation 

officer Dr Lalzawmi said 
11,046 health workers 
have been administered 
the COVID-19 vaccine.

According to 
the official, 27,000 
frontline workers have 
registered their names 
for the vaccination, and 
the government will 
soon commence the 
inoculation drive for 
them.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Sport&Specials
Small Barmy Army group enjoys day out at Chepauk

Chennai, Feb 13 (PTI): 
The Barmy Army may 
not be in full force at 
Chepauk owing to the 
COVID-19 pandemic-
related restrictions but 
they are keen to make 
their presence felt 
during the second India-
England Test.

A group of six 
belonging to the Barmy 
Army from various parts 
of India are in the city 
to catch action from the 
match that got underway 
here on Saturday.

Barmy Army follows 
the England cricket 
team on tours across the 
world.

According to Joe 
Phelan, who works 
in New Delhi, "the 
atmosphere is fantastic."

"There's six of us, 
from Mumbai, Delhi and 
Hyderabad and we have 
made it here to support 
the England cricket team. 
It is a nice feeling to be at 
the ground and cheer for 
our team," he told PTI.

Asked if he and the 
others of the group 
gave it a lot of thought 
before making the trip 

to the southern city, 
Phelan responded in the 
negative.

"No... the (COVID 
cases) numbers have 
dropped a lot, we took 
precautions, wearing 
our PPEs but we were 
pleased to be coming 
here," he added.

Phelan said he was 
enjoying the atmosphere 
at the M A Chidambaram 
Stadium and there was a 
lot of buzz around it.

"The atmosphere 
is fantastic... I think 
if there was 50,000 
or 60,000 it would be 
incredible. Everyone is 
good natured here and 
love their cricket. There 
is a lot of noise and buzz 
and it is great fun," he 
added.

Phelan said the 
Barmy Army enjoys 
singing, adding "win or 
lose", we always sing as 
the six-member group 
enjoyed the day under 
the sun by belting out 
some songs.

He said it was good 
that fans had been 
allowed entry which 
meant members of the 

Barmy Army here could 
come down to watch the 
England team in action.

"It is good that the 
authorities permitted 
entry of spectators into 
the stadium which meant 
we could come down and 
watch the match at the 
stadium.

"We hope to watch 
play here for two days 
before getting back to 
work. Fans are a huge 
part of sport, and they 

help it grow," he added.
On the COVID-19 

protocols, he said, "I see 
most people have got 
their masks on. I would 
say they realise the risk 
they face. It is good to be 
among the spectators..."

The Barmy Army 
member also said the 
authorities had made 
good arrangements for 
the fans, with sanitisers 
being provided, apart 
from health kiosks.

"Yeah, the 
arrangements are 
fine. We got our own 
sanitisers and our own 
masks. Sanitisers are 
being provided for the 
spectators and health 
kiosks have been set up. 
There is good signage 
here, telling people what 
to do," he added.

Phelan appreciated 
the efforts of the 
cricketers to entertain 
the people and said by 

watching sporting action, 
many like him felt better 
during the lockdown.

"COVID-19 has taken 
a toll on everyone. Sport 
has helped us, those 
who like sports feel a lot 
better. There is very bad 
lockdown in the UK now. 
Here in India, we have 
had a long lockdown.

"The lockdown 
made us remember to 
appreciate what normal 
life is like. So we are 
very lucky to be able to 
come here. Appreciate 
the cricketers for the 
effort they make to give 
us some entertainment," 
he said.

Asked what he 
thought about the day's 
proceedings, Phelan 
said India opener Rohit 
Sharma, who scored 
a sparkling ton, was 
brilliant.

"It is fantastic. Rohit 
has been brilliant and 
England have worked 
really hard and there 
have been a few misses. 
It has been an enjoyable 
day for us, though it 
could be better," he 
signed off.

Djokovic a doubt to continue Aus Open 
campaign after suffering muscle injury

Melbourne, Feb 13 (AP): Novak Djokovic's 
Australian Open hopes are in the balance due to a torn 
stomach muscle.
On a night of high drama in Melbourne on Friday, 
world number one Djokovic was leading Taylor Fritz 
by two sets before suffering an injury to his right side 
which left him barely able to muster a forehand.

The reigning champion, eight-time winner and 
overwhelming favourite had looked on the verge 
of retiring injured with every post-rally grimace as 
American 27th seed Fritz reeled him in to level the 
third-round match.

But play was suspended for 10 minutes at 
11.30pm while the crowd were told to leave due to 
a new Victoria government-imposed lockdown to 
combat an outbreak of the UK strain of coronavirus 
in the state.

Djokovic re-emerged to battle through the pain 
barrier and win 7-6 (1) 6-4 3-6 4-6 6-2.

Upon securing an unlikely victory Djokovic's 
scream of relief echoed around an eerily silent 
stadium, a stark contrast to the scenes just an hour 
earlier in the John Cain Arena.

Highlanders eye giant playoff 
stride against Odisha FC

Vasco, Feb 13 (PTI): 
Having staged a fine 
comeback after a poor 
start to the season, a 
playoffs berth will be 
on their mind when 
NorthEast United lock 
horns with Odisha FC in 
the Indian Super League 
(ISL) here on Sunday.

When NorthEast 
United parted ways with 
Gerard Nus, their ISL 
season looked all but 
over.

However, Khalid Jamil 
has sprung a surprise, 
dragging his team to the 
cusp of the playoffs, with 
a six-game unbeaten run. 
Now, it is up to them to 
finish that job and enter 
the final four.

A victory against 
w o o d e n - s p o o n e r s 
Odisha FC at the Tilak 
Maidan Stadium will go a 
long way in helping them 
achieve that.

A win will not only 
propel NorthEast into the 
top four, but it will also 
anoint them as favourites 
for a playoff spot. Their 
last three games are 
against Chennaiyin 
FC, SC East Bengal and 

Kerala Blasters, teams 
placed eighth, ninth and 
tenth respectively on the 
ISL table.

Like all those 
opponents, Odisha too 
had a season to forget. 
However, NEUFC coach 
Khalid Jamil will know 
that Sunday's opponents 
are not to be taken lightly.

"They have done very 
well in the last game 
against Kerala Blasters. 
We have to go tomorrow 
with the right mentality 
and give our best effort 
to win the game," said 
assistant coach Alison 
Kharsyntiew.

NEUFC received an 
additional boost when 
Hyderabad FC, one of 
the three teams going 
neck-to-neck in the race 
for the playoffs dropped 
points against SC East 
Bengal in their last game. 
But Alison believes that 
they have to finish the 
job themselves instead of 
waiting for others to do it 
for them.

"The main thing is 
that we don't concentrate 
on other performances. 
We have to do our best 
to get the three points 
tomorrow. We got there 

with a very serious 
attitude, being hungry. 
Our main objective is to 
win tomorrow's match," 
he said.

For Odisha, the 
remainder of the ISL 
season will be about 
restoring some pride. 
They contributed to that 
cause in their previous 
game against Kerala 
Blasters whom they held 
to a thrilling 2-2 draw.

"The Blasters 
game has given us the 
momentum, because in 
that game, from start to 
the finish, we kept going.

"They overloaded 
one side and we dealt 
with it. Then they tried to 
come through the middle 
and then the other side, 
and we dealt with it. 
Some of our combination 
play was top-draw," said 
Odisha interim coach 
Gerald Peyton.

Peyton was also 
pleased with how new 
signing Brad Inman had 
done since coming in 
from ATK Mohun Bagan.

"I was really pleased 
for Brad Inman to come 
in and do things that 
were needed -- playing in 
little pockets, changing 
the play at the right time, 
playing on the diagonal. 
It gave me a lot of good 
things," he said.

Navdeep, Arvind win 
gold to secure quotas for 
Tokyo Paralympic Games

Dubai, Feb 13 (PTI): Para-athletes Navdeep and 
Arvind secured quotas for the upcoming Tokyo 
Paralympics as India's gold medal tally swelled to nine 
after the third day of competitions at the 12th Fazza 
International World Para Athletics Grand Prix here.

Overall, India has claimed 17 medals including 
nine gold, with four of them coming on Friday.

The day was lit up by brilliant shows by Indian 
men's javelin throwers -- reigning world champion 
Sandeep Chaudhary (F44), Ajeet Singh (F46) and 
Navdeep (F41) -- who were later joined by Pranav 
Prashant Desai with a yellow metal in men's 200m 
F64.

However, world champion javelin thrower Sundar 
Singh Gurjar (F46) had to settle for a bronze.

Arvind attained the Minimum Qualification 
Standard with a distance of 14.05m in men's shot put 
final F35/36 to book a place in the Tokyo Paralympics. 
He finished fifth in the event.

Navdeep, whose first international event was the 
2017 Asian Youth Para Games, produced a brilliant 
throw of 43.58m in his third attempt to take the gold 
in men's javelin F41 event and secure a quote for the 
next Paralympic Games. UAE's Anas Alhosani (6.96m) 
ended second.

"I felt confident with my throw today. My first 
throw wasn't very good, but then I tried to focus 
and got a good throw. Sandeep bhaiya and Navdeep 
Sir have been helping me with my technique at JN 
Stadium in New Delhi," said Navdeep.

"I am very happy to also secure a quota. I want to 
win a medal at the Tokyo Paralympic now," he added.

In F41 classification, athletes with short stature 
compete while the F35/36 is for those who are more 
affected in the legs than the arms, but may also have 
significant co-ordination impairment of the non-
throwing arm.

In men's javelin 38/F42/ F44/ 63/ 64, Chaudhary 
hurled the javelin to a distance of 61.22 metres to win 
gold, though it was much less than his world record 
effort of 66.18m at the Dubai 2019 Worlds at the same 
ground.

He was better than Columbia's Luis Fernan 
Lucumi Villegas (54.95m), who set a new American 
record, and Chaminda Hetti Arachchige of Sri Lanka 
(56.34m).

"It's a nice feeling to return to one of my favourite 
grounds. My body felt good to compete after a long 
time. But I was hoping to get my personal best today. 
Nevertheless, to open the season with over 61m 
distance is not bad," Chaudhary said.

"In the coming months, it will be more about 
following the process and staying in shape before we 
start our final preparation for the Tokyo 2020," added 
Chaudhary.

Ajeet Singh sent the spear to a distance of 58.76m 
to finish ahead of Sri Lanka's Gamini Ketawala 
(58.55m) and fellow Indian Gurjar (57.74m) in men's 
javelin F46 final.

For Ajeet, this was his third international medal in 
third competition.

"I am very happy to compete in an international 
event after long time. But I am not to satisfied with 
my performance today. I expected to throw at least 58 
metres. I will go back and work on my technique now," 
Ajit said.

Later, Pranav Prasant Desai added India's fourth 
gold medal by clocking 24.96 seconds in men's 
200m T64 to finish ahead of Thailand (25.60s) and 
Kazakastan's Rufat Khabibullin (28.86s).

Athletes in 38/F42/ F44/ 63/ 64 category are 
affected by one or more of the musculoskeletal 
impairments of limb deficiency, leg length difference, 
impaired muscle power or impaired passive range of 
movement.

The third day of competitions also witnessed 
Italian teenager Ambra Sabatini setting a new world 
record on the way to a gold in the women's final T62/ 
63/ 64. She clocked 14.59 seconds.

Part of the joy in watching Fran Kirby 
is knowing what she has overcome

JONATHAN LIEW
London, 12 Feb [theGuardian]: 
One of the most stirring and affective 
qualities of sport – really good sport, 
mind – is its ability to express long 
stretches of time in the flicker of a 
moment. The goal you celebrated 
wasn’t just a goal: it was the product 
of a choreographed move, a tactical 
plan, days and weeks of training and 
drilling. The outrageous nutmeg you 
shared in the group chat wasn’t just a 
nutmeg: it was the hundreds of failed 
nutmegs that went into honing and 
chiselling that particular skill. And 
when you watch a great athlete, on 
some level you’re not simply gawping 
at a coloured blob on a screen. You’re 
seeing the years of work they put in, 
the obstacles they have overcome 
to entertain you. You’re seeing the 
journey.

But of course there are grades and 
shades to this process. If you didn’t 
know anything about Fran Kirby in 
advance of watching her play, you 
wouldn’t enjoy the experience any 
less. You would glimpse the magnetic 
close control, the command of space, 
the four-dimensional movement, the 
anticipation and the vision and the 
speed, and think: “Hey, that Chelsea 
No 14’s pretty decent.” And yet to 
a greater extent than with most 
footballers, Kirby is one of those 
players who seems inseparable from 
her journey. Or, put another way: you 
don’t need to know what Kirby has 
been through away from the pitch 

to appreciate her skill on it. But in a 
weird way, it helps.

Part of the reason for this is Kirby’s 
own brutal honesty in sharing her 
life experiences with us. She missed 
most of last season after contracting 
pericarditis, a rare and sudden 
heart disease that almost forced 
her into retirement at the age of 26. 
A succession of injuries between 
2016 and 2019 brought her career 
screeching to a halt. And for much 
of the times in between she has had 
depression, a condition partly rooted 
in the sudden death of her mother, 
Denise. The pair were attending 
a meeting with one of Reading’s 
academy coaches when Denise 
complained of feeling unwell, laid her 
head on the table and passed out. She 
died of a brain haemorrhage. Fran was 
14.

The question worth posing here, 
I suppose, is the extent to which it is 
appropriate to see Kirby the player 
through the prism of her intensely 
personal journey. There is a school 
of thought that the sporting and the 
personal should be kept broadly 
separate: that the real story of Kirby’s 
stunning return to form this season 
lies entirely within the white lines of 
the pitch, in those sharp interchanges 
with Sam Kerr and Pernille Harder, in 
that ruthless final-third press, in those 
all-important expected goal numbers, 
and that all else is irrelevance. And 
yet, once you know what Kirby has 
overcome simply to make it out there, is 
it even possible to un-know something 
like that?
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Air travellers to Canada to 
isolate at hotels starting Feb 22

Toronto, Feb 13 (AP): 
Air travellers to Canada 
will quarantine in a hotel 
starting on February 22 
as they await the result of 
a coronavirus test, Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau 
has said.
Trudeau previously 
announced stricter 
restrictions would be 
imposed on nonessential 
air travellers in response 
to new, likely more 
contagious variants.

Government officials 
confirmed that with 
limited exceptions 
nonessential air 
travelers will be required 
to reserve a three-night 
stay in a government-
authorised hotel at their 
own expense before they 
depart for Canada.

Those who cross the 
US border by land won't 
have to isolate at a hotel, 
but will have to show 
a negative test taken 
within three days before 
arrival and be tested on 
arrival as well as toward 
the end of a 14-day 
quarantine at home or 
elsewhere.

Public Safety Minister 
Bill Blair said less than 5 
per cent of those who 
cross the land border are 
nonessential, one reason 

why the hotel stay is not 
required for those who 
enter by land.

The measures 
especially affect 
Canadian snowbirds who 
winter abroad and return 
home in the spring.

Health Minister Patty 
Hajdu said vaccinated 
Canadians will not 
be exempt because 
research is still not 
clear on whether those 
vaccinated can still 
transmit the virus to 
others.

Some Canadian 
snowbirds are getting 
vaccinated in Florida and 
Arizona.

Trudeau said it could 
take up to three days for 
test results to be available 
and he previously said 
the cost of a hotel stay 

for air travellers could be 
USD 2,000 Canadian (US 
1,576.). The steep cost 
for the hotel stay includes 
the cost for security, food 
and measures hotels will 
have to take to keep their 
workers safe.

Travelers would 
then isolate at home or 
elsewhere if the test is 
negative. Canada already 
requires those entering 
the country to self-
isolate for 14 days and 
bans nonessential travel 
to the country.

The Canadian 
Snowbird Association 
has said cost of the hotel 
stay poses financial 
hardship for many and 
travellers who test 
negative should be able 
to quarantine in their 
homes.

Some snowbirds 
are flying back before a 
hotel stay is mandatory. 
Dr. Morley Rubinoff, 71, 
said he left his condo in 
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, 
about six weeks early 
this year to avoid what 
he called hotel hell. 
The semiretired dental 
specialist said he arrived 
in Mexico on December 
31 and had planned to 
stay until mid-March 
before returning to 
Toronto.

Chief Public Health 
Officer Theresa Tam said 
Friday there have been 
more than 429 cases of 
a worrying variant first 
identified in the UK, and 
28 cases of the variant 
first identified in South 
Africa reported across 
eight provinces. So far, 
there has only been one 
report of the variant first 
found in Brazil .

While Canada has 
contracted for far more 
vaccines than it needs to 
cover its population, they 
have been slow to arrive, 
frustrating many who 
see a faster rollout in the 
neighbouring US.

Canadian officials 
have said Trudeau 
spoke with US President 
Joe Biden about the 

possibility of getting 
getting Pfizer vaccines 
from a plant in nearby 
Michigan, whose first 
100 million doses are 
already contracted for by 
the US government.

I think the president 
has been clear publicly 
and certainly privately 
when the conversation 
comes up that his focus 
now is on ensuring that 
the American people are 
vaccinated, White House 
Press Secretary Jen Psaki 
said when asked about 
Canada on Friday.

Canada, which does 
not have domestic 
production, has been 
contracting for vaccines 
from Europe and 
elsewhere.

Trudeau said he 
spoke to the chief 
executive Pfizer and said 
he confirmed Canada will 
get 4 million doses from 
that company before the 
end of March, as well 
as 10.8 million doses 
in April, May and June 
more than previously 
announced.

Trudeau also said 
Canada is buying another 
4 million Moderna 
vaccines and is looking at 
the possibility of getting 
vaccines from India.

Australian Open goes quiet as 
lockdown keeps crowds away

M E L B O U R N E , 
Australia (AP): Inside 
an empty Rod Laver 
Arena, the fluttering of a 
photographer’s camera 
suddenly seemed all 
too distracting before a 
player served.
Other sounds not 
normally heard also felt 
amplified: the creaking 
of electronic sunshades 
rising into position on 
changeovers, the pitter-
patter of the ball kids’ 
shoes.
Terrific rallies were 
greeted with the lonely 
claps of a coach and 
physio. The cries of the 
new electronic line-
calling system suddenly 
felt unnecessarily loud 
and obtrusive.

Crowds were gone 
from the Australian Open 
on Saturday because of a 
five-day hard lockdown 
imposed by the state 
government to contain 
an outbreak of COVID-19 
cases. And with the lack 
of fans, players were 
faced with an all-too-
familiar feeling: a distinct 
lack of buzz.

The first five days 
of the tournament felt 
completely different 
— like a return to pre-
pandemic Grand Slam 
tennis. Sizeable crowds 
were allowed for the 
first time in a year, and 
although attendance 
was well below previous 
years, it didn’t seem to 
matter. The grounds felt 
alive.

Nowhere was this 
more apparent than 
in John Cain Arena 
during local favorite 
Nick Kyrgios’ third-
round match against 
Dominic Thiem on 
Friday night. A raucous 
crowd made the most of 
what could be one of the 
last matches with fans 
at the tournament — 
they roared for Kyrgios’ 
winners, groaned with 
each of his mistakes and 

pounded the backs of 
their chairs in unison.

There were some 
less decorous crowd 
moments, as well. Rafael 
Nadal was heckled by 
a woman who yelled 
and waved her middle 
finger as the 20-time 
major winner prepared 
to serve in his second-
round win over Michael 
Mmoh. He laughed it off, 
saying maybe she had 
“too much gin or tequila.”

The COVID-19 
outbreak linked to 
Melbourne’s hotel 
quarantine system 
brought this festive 
atmosphere to a halt. 
The Australian Open 
was allowed to continue 
during the lockdown — 
but without fans.

Fifth-seeded Elina 
Svitolina described the 
dramatic shift from 
playing in front of crowds 
to suddenly being faced 
with empty arenas again 
as “disturbing” and “in 
some ways sad.”

“I tried to convince 
myself that it’s a Grand 
Slam and that we are 
playing an important 
match,” she said after 
her third-round win 
over Yulia Putintseva on 
Saturday.

In some ways, the 
grounds had the feel of 
being closed up for the 
winter. The shutters were 
drawn on all the food 
and beverage stands, 
where just hours earlier, 
fans were lining up for 
top-ups on their beers 
during Novak Djokovic’s 
thrilling five-set win over 

Taylor Fritz.
A television had 

been left on at a promo 
stand for the Rafa 
Nadal Academy, filling 
an empty corridor at 
Rod Laver Arena with 
the sounds of young 
players training to a 
soundtrack of rock 
music.

Many doors in the 
arena were locked and 
the only people in sight 
were masked police 
officers and cleaners.

Making the whole 
scene even stranger was 
the fact that another 
women’s tournament 
had also begun Saturday 
for players who lost early 
in the Australian Open. 
It was difficult to tell 
whether the Grand Slam 
event was still happening 
— and who was playing 
in it.

Though some 
tournaments have 
allowed limited numbers 
of fans over the past year, 
players have more or less 
grown accustomed to 
playing in front of silent 
stands.

This doesn’t make it 
easier, though. Mackenzie 
McDonald said he and his 
third-round opponent, 
Lloyd Harris, were both 
confounded by an odd 
beeping sound they 
heard as they played on 
Court 3.

“It was actually the 
guys scanning badges at 
the front gates for the 
people who were coming 
in who were working the 
tournament,” he said. 
“But it took like seven 

games to figure that out.”
No crowds also 

means very little in the 
way of encouragement. 
Trailing in the second set, 
Harris kept up a steady 
stream of dialogue with 
the only person in the 
stands he could — his 
coach, Anthony Harris 
(no relation). It didn’t 
seem to help — Harris 
lost in straight sets.

Svitolina said 
without crowds, there 
are definitely some “low 
moments that can sneak 
into the mind.”

“When you are 
down, I think you feel 
like you’re almost alone 
here,” she said. “People 
give you energy, they are 
supporting you, they are 
trying to get you back 
into the match.”

Playing in front of a 
boisterous home crowd 
again, Kyrgios realized 
just how much he loves 
this aspect of the game 
and he hinted he might 
not play a full schedule 
this year if there are no 
fans.

He struggled without 
a crowd in a warm-up 
tournament before the 
Australian Open.

“It was tough to have 
a chat with myself and 
look around and see 
no one watching and 
just trying to produce 
big tennis against a 
pretty good player,” he 
said. “I think sports is 
entertainment at the end 
of the day, and I want to 
be able to play in front of 
full crowds around the 
world.”

And nothing can 
replace the excitement 
of playing in front of 
fans in Rod Laver Arena. 
Karolina Muchova got 
that chance on Saturday 
against her Czech 
countrywoman, Karolina 
Pliskova, after being 
scheduled on smaller 
courts for her first two 
matches.

“I was actually 
getting happy yesterday 
morning that I’m finally 
going to play on a bigger 
court and there’s going 
to be a crowd,” she said 
after beating Pliskova.

Muchova didn’t get 
her wish, but she might 
have another chance. 
The fans could be back 
after the snap lockdown 
in five days. So, all she 
needs to do is keep 
winning.

Gender identity bill divides 
Spain’s feminists, left-wing
MADRID (AP): Victòria 
Martínez continues to 
sign official documents 
with the name that 
she, her partner and 
their two daughters 
ditched four years ago. 
Barring any surprises, 
she expects the Spanish 
government to recognize 
her as Victòria by May, 
closing a patience-
wearing chapter familiar 
to transgender people 
around the world.

Changing her legal 
identity at a civil registry 
office in Barcelona 
will allow Martínez to 
update her passport and 
driver’s license and to 
carry a health card that 
correctly states she is a 
woman. But the process, 
which the pandemic 
prolonged, has been, in 
her words, “humiliating” 
— requiring a psychiatric 
diagnosis, reports from 
three doctors and a 
court’s approval.

“Did I want to be 
stigmatized by being 
labeled as crazy? Did I 
want to voluntarily apply 
for a shrink’s report that 
says so, to have a judge 
decide whether I can 
be what I already am?” 
Martínez, 44, recalls 
asking herself. “The 
whole thing has been 
emotionally exhausting.”

A new law proposed 
by the far-left party 
in Spain’s coalition 
government would make 
it easier for residents 
to change genders for 
official purposes. A bill 
sponsored by Equality 
Minister Irene Montero 
aims to make gender 
self-determination — 
no diagnosis, medical 
treatment or judge 
required — the norm, 
with eligibility starting 
at age 16. Nearly 20 
countries, eight of them 
in the European Union, 
already have similar 
laws.

Factions of the 
Catholic Church and the 
far-right have focused 
their opposition to the 
bill on the fact that it also 
would allow children 
under 16 to bypass 
parental objections and 
seek a judge’s assistance 
in accessing treatment 
for gender dysphoria, 
the medical term for the 
psychological distress 
that results from a 
conflict between an 
individual’s identity and 

birth-assigned sex.
Less expected 

has been the fierce 
resistance from some 
feminists and from 
within Spain’s Socialist-
led government.

“I’m fundamentally 
worried by the idea that 
if gender can be chosen 
with no more than one’s 
will or desire, that could 
put at risk the identity 
criteria for 47 million 
Spaniards,” Deputy 
Prime Minister Carmen 
Calvo, a veteran Socialist 
and women’s rights 
advocate, said last week.

Opponents argue 
that allowing people 
to choose their gender 
eventually would lead 
to “erasing” women 
from the public sphere: 
if more Spaniards 
registered male at 
birth switch to female, 
they say, it would skew 
national statistics and 
create more competition 
among women for 
everything from jobs to 
sports trophies.

The divide in Spain 
mirrors a debate 
between a branch of 
feminist theorists and 
LGBTQ rights movements 
around the globe. At 
one end, activists often 
derogatorily referred 
to as TERFs (trans-
exclusionary radical 
feminists) posit that 
the advancement of 
transgender rights could 
undercut efforts to root 
out sexism and misogyny 
by negating the existence 
of biological sexes.

The State Federation 
of Lesbian, Gay, 
Transgender and 
Bisexual people says that 
if passed in its current 
form, the law would 
help end discrimination 
against transgender 
people and leapfrog 
Spain to the European 
vanguard of protecting 
LGBTQ rights.

Montero’s bill 
nonetheless has 
provoked unusual fury 
on online platforms, 
where critics express 
alarm over provisions 
that would assign public 
toilets and prisons 
according to “registered 
gender.” Confluencia 
Feminista, an alliance 
of dozens of women’s 
rights organizations, also 
has come out against 
any changes to Spain’s 
existing law.

China holiday 
train travel 
down nearly 
70 per 
cent amid 
restrictions
Beijing, Feb 13 (AP): 
Railway journeys in 
China during the usually 
frenetic Lunar New Year 
holiday travel rush are 
down by almost 70 per 
cent amid calls for people 
to stay where they are to 
avoid a new outbreak of 
COVID-19.

The China State 
Railway Group on 
Saturday reported 52.33 
million passenger trips 
from Jan 28 to Feb 11 a 
decline of 68.8 per cent 
from the same period 
last year.

The travel rush is 
generally considered the 
world's largest annual 
human migration, 
when urban residents, 
migrant workers and 
students return to their 
hometowns for family 
gatherings.

Air and bus travel are 
also down considerably, 
but one figure is up: 
China's box office 
receipts smashed the 
previous one-day record 
on Friday, the first day 
of the new lunar Year of 
the Ox, bringing in more 
than 1.736 billion yuan 
( 269 million), ticket 
agency Maoyan said.

The full economic 
impact of the restrictions 
on holiday spending is 
not yet clear. Buddhist 
and Daoist temples 
that usually are packed 
with worshippers 
were ordered closed, 
along with the seasonal 
outdoor fairs.

Streets in major 
cities were largely empty 
but home deliveries of 
meals and household 
items remain strong, 
partly because people 
were staying home and 
not visiting friends and 
family to deliver gifts in 
person.

The official China 
Daily newspaper said 
deliveries surged by 223 
per cent year-on-year on 
the eve of the Lunar New 
Year and the following 
day, with more than 
130 million packages 
distributed.

While most of the 
economy has reopened, 
strict mask wearing, 
electronic monitoring 
and periodic lockdowns 
have helped virtually 
eliminate domestic 
coronavirus cases.

China's National 
Health Commission on 
Saturday reported no 
new local cases for the 
sixth straight day and 
eight new cases brought 
from overseas, bringing 
the country's total 
number of confirmed 
cases to 89,756 with 
4,636 deaths.

Chinese hospitals are 
currently treating 763 
patients, 12 of whom 
were listed in serious 
condition, while another 
470 people were being 
monitored in isolation 
for having tested positive 
for the virus without 
displaying symptoms.
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FROLICKING FARRAH! Celeb Farrah Abraham splashed 
around in a bikini on the beach in Malibu, California.
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EtCETERA

ARIES :
That l i fe on the earthly realm is syn-
onymous with suffer ing is not news to 
you, Ar ies.  But,  how long are you go-
ing to hold onto the 'bad things hap-
pen to me'  narrat ive? Today the cards 
are urging you to loosen up and be si l -
ly.  Laughing unt i l  your stomach hurts 
could just  be the secret  to br inging 
about a magnif icent shi f t  wi th in and 
without.
TAURUS :
Every t ime you move closer to the des-
t inat ion,  the dest inat ion moves further 
away from you—or so you think.  The 
cards want you to know that you're on 
the r ight  t rack,  Taurus.  You just  need 
to keep putt ing in the work even when 
you're t i red and even when you're dis-
i l lusioned. This is the secret  to making 
a big breakthrough in the coming days.
GEMINI:
Life isn' t  a lways rainbows and sun-
shine, Gemini .  How terr ib ly bor ing 
would our real i ty be i f  th is were the 
case! Yes, you're exper iencing a whole 
range of  emot ions. Yes, there is fear, 
lonel iness,  melancholy,  and sadness. 
However,  a l l  of  th is pain is teaching 

you things that happiness never wi l l . 
So, take both the good and the bad in 
your str ide,  beloved. I t 's  t ime to str ip 
away the false and move closer and 
closer to your t rue sel f .
CANCER:
The project  at  hand requires a s low 
and steady approach. So, embrace pa-
t ience as a l i festy le and trust  that  i t 
wi l l  a l l  come together when i t  is  meant 
to.  For now, focus on tending to your 
inner garden. Make heal th and wel l -
ness a pr ior i ty.  Remember,  i t 's  not  just 
about consuming wholesome food and 
pract ic ing yoga everyday. I t 's  about 
paying at tent ion to what your body is 
asking you to repair.  PS: I f  the condi-
t ion is ser ious,  i t 's  best  to approach a 
medical  pract i t ioner you trust .
LEO :
You're onto something, and the Great 
Spir i t  loves what you have in mind. I t 's 
t ime to carpe diem the weird and won-
derful  ideas that are coming through. 
Yes, you wi l l  quest ion the process. 
Yes, you wi l l  be plagued by sel f -doubt. 
Chal lenge yoursel f  to face your inner 
demons and keep walking the path. 
There is so much magic you are meant 

to br ing into th is wor ld and that is 
something you want to remember for 
the rest  of  th is journey, Leo!
VIRGO :
Dai ly wisdom courtesy the Buddha: 
“Holding on to anger is l ike dr inking 
poison and expect ing the other person 
to die.”  This has been one of  the most 
profound revelat ions on your spir i tual 
journey. A few other th ings to keep in 
mind.. .  #1:  We’re al l  perfect ly imper-
fect ;  #2:  Anger doesn’ t  serve anybody; 
#3: Only love is real .  Virgo, making 
peace where there was war wi l l  l iber-
ate you l ike nothing else wi l l .
L IBRA:
We've al l  had our hopes and dreams 
shattered, Libra.  We've al l  been let 
down by people we love. Should that 
keep you from bel ieving in the magic 
that  surrounds you? Should that  keep 
you from loving with al l  your heart? 
No. Al low yoursel f  to be swept off  your 
feet .  Al low yoursel f  to t rust  both the 
Universe and the magnif icent being 
standing in f ront  you.
SCORPIO :
Good things take t ime, Scorpio.  We 
repeat:  good things take t ime. So, be 

pat ient  wi th yoursel f  and the process. 
With pract ice,  you wi l l  at ta in mastery 
of  the given subject .  Some of you may 
be anxious about the manifestat ion 
process. As always, you're being guid-
ed to leave ' the how' and ' the why'  to 
the Universe as you commit  to showing 
up for your dream every s ingle day.
SAGITTARIUS :
We're al l  looking for somebody or 
something to blame. A punching bag 
who can make our t roubles go away. 
Beware of  how this toxic t ra i t  is  p lay-
ing out in your l i fe.  Begin to take re-
sponsibi l i ty  for  your act ions,  Sagi t tar i -
us.  Remember that  you cannot change 
what happened in the past.  But you 
have complete control  over how you 
wi l l  choose to l ive your l i fe f rom now 
on.
CAPRICORN :
St  Valent ine is br inging with him al l 
the feels,  Capr icorn,  especial ly i f  you 
have been by yoursel f  for  a whi le now. 
I t  wi l l  be easy for you to romant ic ise 
everything you exper ience. I t  wi l l  be 
easy for you to put the object  of  your 
desire on a pedestal .  Choose to stay in 
your centre instead. Take i t  s low and 

honour what is being revealed to you 
in each moment.  Gett ing to know them 
as fr iends f i rst  could be the secret  to 
bui ld ing a long- last ing relat ionship.
AQUARIUS :
Here's the th ing, Aquar ius:  you won' t 
know a thing about somebody's l i fe un-
t i l  you've walked a mi le in their  shoes. 
So take the judgement down a notch. 
Approach the given person or s i tua-
t ion f rom a space of  compassion and 
love. Who knows? You may even learn 
something new in the process. Water 
bearers who have been harsh with 
themselves are being urged to br ing 
more gent leness into the equat ion.
PISCES :
The new moon in Aquar ius is awaken-
ing your inner humanitar ian,  Pisces. 
You're act ively th inking about ways in 
which you can contr ibute to Society. 
You're act ively th inking about how to 
br ing about a posi t ive change in the 
wor ld around you. Remember,  adopt-
ing a service-or iented approach won' t 
just  take the qual i ty of  your work up a 
notch, but also put you on the cosmic 
payrol l .

the BIG
PIC

HBO Max announces new 
comedy series from Issa Rae

Los Angeles, Feb 13 (PTI): HBO Max has handed an eight-
episode order to a new half-hour series from actor-writer Issa 
Rae.
The "Insecure" star will write the pilot episode of the show, 
tentatively titled "Rap Sh*t", with Syreeta Singleton serving as 
showrunner, HBO Max said in a statement.

The comedy series will follow two estranged high school 
friends from Miami who reunite to form a rap group.

Rae and Singleton will executive produce the project 
alongside Jonathan Berry and Dave Becky.

Hip hop duo Yung Miami and JT of City Girls will serve as 
co-executive producers along with Kevin "Coach K" Lee and 
Pierre P Thomas for Quality Control Films and Sara Rastogi 
for Hoorae.

The new show comes just after HBO announced that the 
upcoming fifth season of "Insecure" would be its last.

The series, created by Rae and Larry Wilmore, started in 
2016. Its fourth season dropped on HBO in April 2020.

In the series, Rae stars as Issa Dee, who together with her 
best friend Molly (Yvonne Orji), navigates the single experience 
in Los Angeles; their peers sometimes feel intimidated by 
their success.

Anurag Kashyap, Taapsee Pannu to reunite for thriller 'Dobaaraa'

Mumbai, Feb 13 
(PTI): Filmmaker 
Anurag Kashyap and 
actor Taapsee Pannu will 
be reteaming for a new 
age thriller, titled "Dobaaraa", to be 
produced by Ekta Kapoor's Cult Movies, 
a new division under her Balaji Telefilms 
banner.
The project will mark the filmmaker-
actor duo's third collaboration after 
2018's hit "Manmarziyaan" and 
biographical drama "Saand Ki Aankh", 
which had Kashyap on board as 

producer.
The director said he is 

looking forward to team with 
Pannu and give audience a fresh 

take on thrillers with "Dobaaraa" 
('2:12').

Our vision with 'Dobaaraa' is to 
bring a fresh, new story to the audience 
and I am very excited for it. This will be 
my third collaboration with Taapsee 
and this time the attempt is to bring 
an interesting new take on thrillers," 
Kashyap said in a statement.

Pannu said she has always enjoyed 

working on thrillers and with Kashyap 
and Kapoor behind the camera, she is all 
geared up for the "unique" experience.

I have been very lucky with thriller 
genre in my career so far and I always 
look forward to pushing the envelope 
under this genre. This is going to 
be unique more so because it's got 
someone like Anurag directing it and 
Ekta backing it," the actor said.

Kapoor, who is launching Cult 
Movies with the film, said she is excited 
to collaborate with artistes willing to 
push boundaries.

I am thrilled that Anurag is directing 
the first film under Cult Movies, with 
Taapsee in the lead. Neither of them 
subscribe to the conventional and have 
always pushed boundaries when it comes 
to delivering different content. I can't wait 
for the world to see 2:12," she said.

With Cult Movies the producer's aim 
is to back unconventional and avant 
garde content.

Sunir Kheterpal's ATHENA and 
Gaurav Bose's The Vermillion World 
Production are also producing.

Emraan Hashmi to play antagonist in third part of 'Tiger' franchise
Mumbai, Feb 13 (PTI): Actor Emraan Hashmi has been roped 
in to play the villain in the third installment of superstar 
Salman Khan-led "Tiger" franchise.
The action-thriller, backed by Yash Raj Films (YRF), features 
Khan and Katrina Kaif as spy agents - Tiger and Zoya.

"Emraan (Hashmi) will be playing the villain in the third 
part of 'Tiger' franchise," a source close to the film's production 
told PTI.

"Tiger 3" will mark first collaboration between Hashmi, 
Khan and Kaif. Also, it's for the first time that the actor is 
working on a YRF project.

"Ek Tha Tiger" (2012), the first movie in the 
franchise, chronicled the story of an Indian spy (RAW) 
code-named Tiger, who falls in love with a Pakistani 

spy (Kaif ) during an investigation.
The sequel, "Tiger Zinda Hai" (2017), saw Tiger and Zoya 

go on a mission to save a group of hostages held by a militant 
terrorist organization in Iraq. The film was said to be inspired 
from the 2014 abduction of Indian nurses by ISIL (Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant).

"Ek Tha Tiger" was helmed by Kabir Khan, while the 
second film was directed by Ali Abbas Zafar.

Maneesh Sharma will be the directing the third installment.
"The shoot for the third part will begin from next month. 

Currently, the makers are locking the schedule," the insider 
said.

Hashmi will next be seen in Sanjay Gupta's "Mumbai Saga" 
and "Chehre", which also stars Amitabh Bachchan.

Mira Nair to re-release 'Mississippi 
Masala' to mark 30th anniversary

Mumbai, Feb 13 (PTI): Celebrated filmmaker 
Mira Nair has said that she will be releasing 
a remastered version of her acclaimed 1991 
movie "Mississippi Masala" to celebrate the 
film's 30th anniversary.

The romantic-drama film, written by 
Sooni Taraporevala, marked the filmmaker's 
foray in Hollywood.

Set in the rural Mississippi (a southern 
US state), the film explores the interracial 
romance between an African-American man 
and Indian-American woman.

The movie featured Hollywood star Denzel 
Washington opposite Sarita Choudhary.

Responding to a user on Twitter, about the 
relevance of her films, Nair revealed she is on 
a mission to "resurrect" her movies.

She said "Mississippi Masala" is the first 
one as the year 2021 will mark its 30th 
anniversary.

"I'm on a mission. Resurrecting my 
films. 'Mississippi Masala' re-mastered & re-
releasing on its 30th anniversary in 2021! We 
mattered long before movements woke up 

the masses," the 63-year-old director wrote.
Also featuring Sharmila Tagore, Roshan 

Seth and Mohan Agashe, "Mississippi Masala" 
was released in France on September 18 in 
1991 before making its debut in the UK and 
the US next year on January 17 and February 
5, respectively.

It was well received by critics and earned 
a standing ovation at the Sundance Film 
Festival in 1992 and won an award at the 
Venice Film Festival.

Besides this film, the stage musical 
adaptation of Nair's 2001 movie 
"Monsoon Wedding" will premiere in 
India in November, 2021.

Nair, whose directorial credits also 
include movies such as "Salaam Bombay", 
"The Namesake" and "Queen of Katwe", 
most recently worked on the series 
adaptation of Vikram Seth's novel "A 
Suitable Boy".

The show premiered on BBC One in the UK 
in July 2020, before hitting streamer Netflix in 
October.

Timberlake apologizes to Britney Spears and Janet Jackson
NEW YORK (AP): In a lengthy social 
media post, Justin Timberlake says that 
he wants to apologize to Britney Spears 
and Janet Jackson “because I care for 
and respect these women and I know I 
failed.”

“I’ve seen the messages, tags, 
comments, and concerns and I want to 
respond. I am deeply sorry for the times 
in my life where my actions contributed 
to the problem, where I spoke out of 
turn, or did not speak up for what was 
right. I understand that I fell short in 
these moments and in many others and 
benefited from a system that condones 
misogyny and racism,” he wrote Friday.

Timberlake’s social media post 
comes a week after the release of 

The New York Times’ documentary 
“Framing Britney Spears,” the FX and 
Hulu film that takes a historical look at 
the circumstances that led to Spears’ 
conservatorship in 2008 and highlights 
the #FreeBritney movement of fans 
who want to see her released from 
it and given control of her life. The 
documentary aired an old interview 
when Timberlake spoke about 
sleeping with his former girlfriend 
and indicated that he ridiculed her 
by hiring a look-a-like for his “Cry Me a 
River” music video.

Fans called out Timberlake for 
contributing to Spears’ very public 
breakdown and controlling the narrative 
about the end of their relationship.

More backlash hit Timberlake 
as social media began to recall the 
wardrobe malfunction with Jackson 
that caused a national controversy at 
the 2004 Super Bowl. Some argued that 
Jackson, as a Black woman, fell victim 
to a racist and sexist double standard 
and received harsher treatment than 
Timberlake, as a white man, did and 
that he benefited from “white male 
privilege.”

And the NFL’s decision to invite 
Timberlake to perform at the halftime 
show three years ago triggered a 
backlash from women, minorities and 
others who felt Jackson was unfairly 
forced to pay a far higher price than 
Timberlake.


