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India records
38,792 fresh
Covid cases,
624 deaths

NEw DELH]I, Jury 14 (PTI):
India recorded 38,792
new coronavirus cases,
taking the infection tally
to 3,09,46,074, while
the death toll reached
4,11,408 with 624 more
fatalities, according to
the Union Health Min-
istry's data updated on
Wednesday.

The active cases have
declined to 4,29,946 and
comprise 1.39 per cent of
the total infections, while
the national COVID-19
recovery rate stands at
97.28 per cent, the data
updated at 8 am showed.

A decrease of 2,832
cases has been recorded
in the active COVID-19
caseload in a span of 24
hours.

Also, 19,15,501 tests
were conducted on Tues-
day, taking the total cu-
mulative tests conducted
so far for detection of
COVID-19 in the country
to 43,59,73,639, while
the daily positivity rate
was recorded at 2.10 per
cent. It has been less than
three per cent for 23 con-
secutive days, the minis-
try said. The weekly posi-
tivity rate stands at 2.25
per cent, according to the
Health Ministry.

The number of people
who have recuperated
from the disease surged
to 3,01,04,720, while the
case fatality rate has in-
creased to 1.33 per cent,
the data stated.

Cumulative vaccine
doses administered so
far has reached 38.76
crore under the nation-
wide vaccination drive.

India's COVID-19
tally had crossed the 20
lakh-mark on August 7,
30 lakh on August 23, 40
lakh on September 5 and
50 lakh on September 16.

It went past 60 lakh
on September 28, 70 lakh
on October 11, crossed
80 lakh on October 29, 90
lakh on November 20 and
surpassed the one crore-
mark on December 19.

India crossed the
grim milestone of two
crore on May 4 and three
crore on June 23.

The 624 new fatali-
ties include 196 deaths
from Maharashtra and
124 from Kerala.

A total of 4,11,408
deaths have been report-
ed so far in the country,
including 1,26,220 from
Maharashtra, 35,944
from Karnataka, 33,502

from Tamil Nadu, 25,020
from Delhi, 22,704 from
Uttar Pradesh, 17,944

from West Bengal and
16,199 from Punjab. The
Health Ministry stressed
that more than 70 per cent
of the deaths occurred due
to comorbidities.

"Our figures are be-
ing reconciled with the
Indian Council of Medi-
cal Research,” the min-
istry said on its website,
adding that state-wise
distribution of figures is
subject to further verifi-
cation and reconciliation.
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|| Vﬂll don’ I Wﬂlll usto IIII politics,

SAGAR CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 14 JuL:

ormer and present office-

bearers of Sikkim Univer-
sity Students’ Association
[SUSA] once again demanded
that Arun Limboo and four
expelled students of Gyalsh-
ing Government College were
given justice. They said that
students will continue to pur-
sue this demand collectively.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here this afternoon, for-
mer president SUSA, Mahesh
Rai mentioned that 33 stu-
dents of Namchi Government
College were suspended in
2012 for attending a political
meeting chaired by Chief Min-
ister, PS Tamang who was in
opposition at the time.

It was alright to have stu-
dents attend a political meet-
ing but students demanding
proper campus are now being
expelled, he pointed out.

Mr Rai went on to contend
that instead of thanking Arun
Limboo for highlighting social

issues, the ruling party’s func-
tionaries attacked him.

“I have a question for the
state government and political
parties. Calling students to a
political meeting is not politics,
but students asking for their
rights is politics?” Mr Rai said.

He added that if political
parties do not want students to
do politics then parties should
also stop asking votes from stu-
dents during elections.

While mentioning that
SKM observes 14 July ev-
ery year as Students’ Rights

Day, he said that there is no
meaning to this day when
students are suffering injus-
tice and struggling for their
rights in Sikkim.

He further said that Stu-
dent’s Rights Day is a mean-
ingless celebration and it is

just an occasion for the party
in power to give speeches and
count their achievements.
Officiating president
SUSA, Reshab Subba said that
the attack on a student, Arun
Limboo was very unfortunate.
He further urged the police

to do thorough investigation
into the matter.

Former general secretary,
Nishant Chettri mentioned
that the government has a
wrong perception that stu-
dents will not react and sit
silently when their fellow stu-
dents are expelled and sup-
pressed. He added that stu-
dents are speaking up only via
social media due to the pres-
ent COVID situation but they
may take serious steps in the
near future.

Responding to media que-
ries, former president SUSA
said, “We want to take every-
one's consensus on this mat-
ter to create an environment
for students where they can
not only request but be able
to demand their rights.”

He added that students
and their representatives
will pursue this matter col-
lectively and constructively.
He also urged everyone not to
give any political color to the
movement.

No Covid deaths for second
consecutive day in Sikkim

Darj Dist Hospital to have
Oxygen Plant by end-July

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 14 JuLy:

ikkim recorded no Covid

deaths for the second consec-
utive day today and this should
come as some welcome respite
for residents here.

In the meantime, 169 new
cases of novel coronavirus re-
corded in the last 24 hours were
one less than the 170 people
who recovered from Covid and
were discharged from home and
facility isolation over the same
24 hour period.

Sikkim’s count of confirmed
cases of COVID-19 now stands at
22,792, while the number of re-
covered cases stands at 19,937.
Only 103 of the 2,279 active cas-
es of Covid in Sikkim are nurs-

ing symptoms severe enough to
require hospitalization while the
rest are either asymptomatic or
with only mild symptoms and
are recovering at home or facil-
ity isolation.

The State’s daily test posi-
tivity rate also remained typi-
cally erratic and clocked in
at 18.2% today with the 169
cases getting picked up from
927 samples screened for Covid
yesterday.

Today’s count was 28.3%
a day earlier and this can per-
haps be explained to the overall
numbers being low in the State
and getting spiked every time a
cluster tests positive together.
Yesterday for instance, 30% of
the new cases were from one lo-

cation alone - 68 monks from a
monastery in East Sikkim were
among the 226 cases reported
yesterday.

As per the Daily Report of
COVID-19 in Sikkim released by
the Integrated Disease Surveil-
lance Programme of the Health
Department at 8AM Wednesday,
of the 169 new cases, 84 cases
were registered in East District,
51 in West District, 33 in South
District and one in North Dis-
trict.

While 101 of the new cases
were detected in RT-PCR testing
of 693 samples, 68 more tested
positive in rapid antigen testing
of 288 samples.

There were only 14 new hos-
pitalizations today.

Dearness Allowance for central government

employees hlked to 28% from ]uly

NEw DELH]J, 14 JuL [PTI]:
The government has
hiked the dearness al-
lowance (DA) for central
government employees
and dearness relief (DR)
to pensioners to 28 per
cent from 17 per cent
with effect from July
1. The announcement
comes as a major relief
for central government
employees and pension-
ers as both Dearness al-
lowance and dearness
relief was put on hold
last year in the wake of
the Covid-19 pandemic.
"The government
has decided to increase
the dearness allowance
to central government
employees and dearness
relief to pensioners with
effect from 01.07.2021
to 28 per cent, repre-
senting an increase of 11

per cent over the exist-
ing rate of 17 per cent of
the basic pay / pension,”
the government said in a
press release.

The decision is ex-
pected to cost the gov-
ernment approximately
34,400 crore and impact
around 48,34,000 central
government employees
and 65,26,000 pension-
ers, Anurag Thakur, the

g Rl

minister of sports, youth
affairs and minister of
information and broad-
casting said in a press
briefing while making
the announcement.
Dearness allowance
is paid by the govern-
ment to its employees
and dearness relief is
given to the central gov-
ernment pensioners to
compensate them for ris-

e T T

ing cost of living due to
inflation.

NDTV had reported
earlier, quoting sources
that the cabinet was
likely to clear dearness
allowance at its meet-
ing today so as to give
a financial boost to the
central government em-
ployees and pensioners
ahead of the forthcoming
festival season.

SMRITA KHAWAS
DARJEELING, 14 JUL:

he district hospital at

Darjeeling will have
an oxygen plant installed
in it by end-July.

DMOH, Darjeeling
Dist Hospital, Dr Shub-
hashish Chanda, in-
formed today that the
memorandum for con-
struction of a Pressure
Swing Absorption oxy-
gen plant was submitted
in the month of May, and
the collective initiative of

ED Health, Gorkhaland

Territorial Administra-
tion, and the DMOH en-
sured that construction
began last Friday.

“We are thankful to
the government for this
oxygen plant. Once this
facility is operational, the
people of Darjeeling will
not face any problems re-
garding oxygen supplies
and the plant will be able
to attend to 60-70 patients
at a time,” Dr Chanda said.

Keshavraj  Pokhrel,

spokesperson,  Gorkha
Janmukti Morcha (Binoy
faction), in turn said,
“We are very happy be-
cause the construction of
the PSA oxygen plant has
begun and we also want
to thank the government
for such a kind gesture.
A similar plant is being
installed in Kalimpong as
well and we want to re-
quest the government to
install an oxygen plant at
the Tribeni Covid Hospi-
tal as well.”

SC agrees to examine fresh plea challenging sedition law

NEw DELH], JuL 14 (PTI):
The Supreme Court
Thursday agreed to ex-
amine a fresh plea by a
former army officer chal-
lenging the Constitution-
al validity of the sedition
law on the ground that
it causes "chilling effect”
on speech and is an un-
reasonable  restriction
on free expression, a fun-
damental right. A bench
comprising Chief Justice
N V Ramana, A S Bopan-
na and Hrishikesh Roy
directed the petitioner to
serve a copy of the plea
to the Attorney General K
K Venugopal.

The plea, filed by Ma-

jor-General S G Vombat-
kere (Retd) submitted
that Section 124-A of the
Indian Penal Code, which
deals with the offence of
sedition, is wholly uncon-
stitutional and should be
unequivocally and unam-
biguously struck down".
The petitioner con-
tends that a statute
criminalising expression
based on unconstitution-
ally vague definitions
of 'disaffection towards
Government' etc. is an
unreasonable restric-
tion on the fundamental
right to free expression
guaranteed under Article
19(1)(a) and causes con-

stitutionally impermis-
sible 'Chilling Effect' on
speech”, the plea said.

The petition said there
is need to take into account
the "march of the times and
the development of the
law" before dealing with
Section 124-A.

Earlier, a separate
bench of the top court
had sought response
from the Centre on a plea
challenging the Constitu-
tional validity of sedition
law, filed by two journal-
ists -- Kishorechandra
Wangkhemcha and Kan-
haiya Lal Shukla -- work-
ing in Manipur and Chhat-
tisgarh respectively.




SummitTIMES | 15 July 2021

SiklkimSCAN

GANGTOK, 14 JuL [PIB]:
Grievance redressal
mechanism is the core
of the Digital Media Eth-
ics Code-2021 and has
been framed as a citizen
centric regulation for
the benefit of the com-
mon man, said Vikram
Sahay, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting. He
was addressing a virtual
workshop today with the
representatives of media
persons, academicians
and the students of Jour-
nalism from the North
eastern States, Odisha
and West Bengal. The
Workshop was organised
by Press Information Bu-
reau, Guwahati.
Highlighting the key
features of the rules re-
lated to Digital News
Publishers and OTT Plat-
forms of Digital Media
Ethics Code-2021, Sahay
said that its framing was
very much necessary due
to the large number of
grievances, representa-
tions from elected rep-
resentatives, Supreme
Court and High Court
cases and also opinions
in media. The aim was

also to create an insti-
tutional mechanism for
grievance redressal as
the government is receiv-
ing large number of such
grievances and this new
code will ensure a proper
grievance redressal sys-
tem, he said.

Addressing the con-
cerns of the digital media
publishers with regard
to adhering to the Code
of Ethics, Sahay said
that the code of ethics
are identically the same
norms which are pres-
ently applicable to tra-
ditional media and also
instead of joining the ex-

isting national regulatory
bodies, they can come to-
gether to make new self-
regulatory bodies.

Talking about the
registration process of
digital media, Sahay
said that no regis-
tration is needed for
online news portals.
However, furnishing
of basic information
regarding the publish-
er in prescribed form
is mandatory in order
to have the required da-
tabase with the govern-
ment.

Sahay said that digi-
tal media publishers are

expected to adhere to the
Code of Ethics, furnish
information to the min-
istry in requisite format
as early as possible, and
constitute self-regulating
body.

SN Pradhan Addi-
tional Director General,
North east Zone wel-
comed the gathering and
highlighted the salient
features of the Digital
Media Ethics Code-2021.
Without depriving the
common mass from the
benefits of the Digital me-
dia platforms, Ministry of
Information and Broad-
casting has formulated

these ethics code just to
guide the fast emerging
media platforms, he said.
Rajinder Chaudhry, Ad-
ditional director General
(Odisha Region) extend-
ed the vote of thanks and
gave the closing remarks.
Chaudhry said that the
grievance redressal
mechanism will highly
benefit the common peo-
ple.

Around 300 par-
ticipants  representing
Online Media, OTT plat-
forms, Academicians,
Journalism Students,
media persons of the
states of North east,
Odisha and West Bengal
and the officials of Min-
istry of Information and
Broadcasting attended
the virtual interaction. In
the Question-answer ses-
sion issues ranging from
curbing of fake news,
authenticity of content,
censorship for social
media contents were dis-
cussed in the Workshop.

Hiramoni Das, Field
Exhibition Officer and
Gopajit Das, Media and
Communication Officer,
Guwahati moderated the
workshop.

India's Microfinance
sector hit as defaults

surge in COVID-19

New DELHI, 14 JuL
[REUTERS]: Small loan
specialists in India that
typically cater to people
without bank accounts
are facing a jump in pan-
demic-related defaults
that could force some of
them out of business, in-
dustry experts warn.

Loans overdue by
30 days are expected to
reach 14-16 per cent of
all so-called microfinance
loans in the immediate
aftermath of the second
COVID-19 wave sweep-
ing India, said Krishnan
Sitaraman, senior direc-
tor at credit rating agen-
cy CRISIL.

That's higher than
6-7 per cent in March,
before the second wave
took hold, and also
above the 11.7 per cent
reached in March 2017
after India's demonetisa-
tion drive - an attempt to
boost digital transactions
and crack down on unde-
clared money that also
hit microfinance lend-
ers hard. "Older loans
that were taken in 2019
or early 2020 are at a
higher risk of defaults
and they form about
60-65 per cent of the
loan book for lenders,"
said Harsh Shrivastava,
former head of the Mi-
crofinance Institutions
Network, an association
representing the sector
in India.

Rahul Johri, chair
of Vector Finance, a
microfinance firm

that provides loans to
small enterprises, said
many support mea-
sures brought in by the
government had only
helped larger institu-
tions, while smaller
players had struggled.

"It has become an ex-
istence issue for several
small and mid-sized mi-
crofinance institutions
as business has been
severely impacted and
collections are down,"
said Johri.

Loan collection ef-

ficiency across the total
loan pool has fallen to
about 70 per cent from
a peak of nearly 95 per
cent in March, analysts
say, indicating a poten-
tial build up in stress.
The gross loan port-
folio of India's microfi-
nance lenders stood at
$35 billion as of March
31, according to CRISIL.
Despite the short-
term challenges, some
remain bullish on the
sector and expect it to
bounce back if an an-
ticipated third wave of
COVID-19 infections in
India is not so severe.
"About 55 per cent
of the market is still
untapped which means
there is huge market
opportunity ... so things
will look up soon,” said
Johri. But for now, many

smaller  microfinance

firms are struggling.
Such companies,

typically with loan

books of less than 5 bil-
lion rupees ($67 mil-
lion), have also seen
their cost of funds rise
by 100-150 basis points
as banks and companies
have become less will-
ing to lend to them, said
one industry executive,
speaking on condition
of anonymity.

Some  microfinance
firms have had to scale
back capital raising plans
due to tepid interest from
investors, said the heads of
two firms that have been
looking to raise funds.

As smaller players
falter, some have stopped
paying salaries, or incen-
tives to employees in re-
cent months, they added,
asking not to be identi-
fied due to the sensitivity
of the matter.

"We are now only get-
ting basic salaries, incen-
tives have completely
stopped in the last few
months as collections
are down," said a collec-
tion agent at one micro-
finance lender in east-
ern India.

West Bengal has more girl students
than boys in schools: Survey

Kolkata, 14 Jul [PTI]: Girl
students enrolled from
pre-primary to Class 12
in West Bengal schools
have outnumbered boys,
according to a central
government survey. The
dropout rate among
girls is also lower than
the boys in the state, the
study released by the
Unified District Informa-
tion System for Educa-
tion Plus said.

Over 1.87 crore stu-
dents enrolled from pre-
primary to Class 12 in
the 2019-20 academic
session in West Bengal
schools, and there were
2.32 lakh more girls, it
said. The number of girls
in the academic session
was 94,89,902, and that
of boys was 92,57,890 in
the state schools, accord-
ing to the study released
on Tuesday.

An official of the syl-
labus committee formed
by the state school edu-
cation department said:
"The implementation of

Kanyashree project in
the last few years and
sustained campaigns
by the state and central
governments for girls'
education in rural areas
have contributed to the
success."

The importance
given to girls' education
by families in Bengal
across social strata and
campaigns against child
marriage have helped
achieve this, he said on
Wednesday. The survey
said the total enrolment
in 2019-20 from primary
to higher secondary level
in the country was over
25.09 crore, a rise by
more than 26 lakh over
the previous year.

"Countrywide enrol-
ment of boys was 13.01
crore, while that of girls
was 12.08 crore. "At all
the levels above primary,
the school enrolment has
increased, showing an
improvement in the abil-
ity of the system to retain
more and more children,"

the survey said.

The study, conducted
in the pre-COVID-19 pe-
riod, indicated that the
dropout among boys was
14.1 per cent, and that of
girls was 13.6 per cent in
West Bengal. In the up-
per primary section, be-
tween Class 5 and Class
7, the dropout rate in the
state was nil, while the
national average was 2.6
per cent.

In general, the avail-
ability of infrastructure
in schools across the
country has improved in
2019-20 as compared to
the previous year. Some
of these are - availability
of electricity connection
in 83.4 per cent of schools
in 2019-20 as compared
to 76.7 per cent in 2018-
19, the study said. Com-
puters were available in
38.5 per cent of schools
in the academic year un-
der review, and internet
access in 22.3 per cent of
educational institutes, it
added.

NEw DELHI, 14 JuL
[NDTV]: Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi and some
of his parliamentary col-
leagues walked out of
a Defence Committee
meeting after they were
not allowed to discuss
border issues with China,
sources have said.

The meeting was
scheduled at 3 pm today,
they said. A request by Mr
Gandhi and the Congress
MPs to discuss the bor-
der row with China was
denied, after which he
walked out of the Defence
Committee meeting, fol-
lowed by his party MPs.

In the parliament
strategy meet chaired
by Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi, the Congress has
decided to raise the bor-
der issue with China in
the coming monsoon ses-
sion of parliament.

Leader of Opposition
in the Rajya Sabha Mal-
likarjun Kharge has been

=

asked to coordinate with
allies on floor manage-
ment and strategy inside
parliament, sources have
said. The Congress wants
to raise fuel price hike
issue, inflation, wvaccine
shortage, unemployment
and the Rafale deal con-
troversy, apart from bor-
der issues with China, dur-
ing the monsoon session.
Mr Gandhi has long
been criticising the gov-
ernment alleging India
has "ceded" territory to
China. Indian and Chinese
soldiers had clashed in
eastern Ladakh's Galwan
Valley in June last year.

-

After a nine-month
standoff, the militaries of
India and China in Febru-
ary this year reached an
agreement on disengage-
ment in the north and
south banks of Pangong
lake that mandates both
sides to cease forward
deployment of troops in
a "phased, coordinated
and verifiable" manner.

India has not "con-
ceded" any territory to
China by firming up an
agreement on the dis-
engagement process in
Pangong Tso in eastern
Ladakh, the government
had said in February.

MS Taekwondo Academy
shines in Int’l Virtual C’ship

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 14 JuL:

fter delivering out-

standing performanc-
es in a recent national-
level virtual taekwondo
championship,Gangtok-
based MS Taekwondo
Academyhas now added
another feather in its cap
in an international-level
championship.

A team of MS Tae-
kwondo Academy has
clinched 7 gold medals
and 1 silver medal in the

=

International Virtual Tae-

kwondo Championship
held on 06 July, results of
which were announced
recently.

The academy has
been performing well
under its chief instructor
and coach, Sabina Sundas
[4th Dan black belt] and
SagarSundas [2nd Dan
black belt].

Anil Balmiki in senior,
SanskarSubba in sub-ju-
nior, Tenzin Dadul Bhutia
in sub-junior and Min-

gma Bhutia in sub-junior
bagged a gold medal each
in In Speed Kicking boys’
event, while in Speed
Kicking girls, Tshering-
DikiTamang in cadet,
Yanchen Sherpa in sub-
junior and JyoceKuens-
celTenzing in sub-junior
also clinched gold med-
als.

Likewise in  the
Poomsae girls' event,
TenzingKeezom Bhutia
won a silver medal in the
cadet category.

Mamata meets Dhankhar

KOLKATA, JuL 14 (PTI):
Amid the ongoing tussle
between Raj Bhawan and
the state government,
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee
and Governor Jagdeep

Dhankhar =~ Wednesday
held an hour-long meet-
ing and discussed vari-
ous issues related to the
state.

Dhankar said in a
tweet the meeting was
held without the pres-
ence of aides.

"Hon'ble Chief Min-
ister @MamataOffi-
cial called on Hon'ble
Governor Shri Jagdeep
Dhankhar at Raj Bhavan
today.

The two had an hour-
long interaction without
aides." he tweeted.

According to sources,

the two discussed the
resolution passed by the
state assembly seeking
creation of a legislative
council.

The West Bengal as-
sembly had passed a
resolution last week
supporting an ad hoc
committee report that fa-
voured creation of a leg-
islative council despite
strident opposition by
the BJP.

"A lot of issues re-
lated to the state were
discussed in the meeting,
which was held in a very
cordial atmosphere,” an
official said.

The meeting came
amid growing animosity
between Dhankhar and
Banerjee, who recently
said she has thrice writ-
ten to the Centre de-

amid tense ties

manding the governor's
recall.

The faceoff between
Dhankhar and Banerjee
intensified last month
when the chief minister
accused the governor
of being a "corrupted
man" and claimed he was
named in the Jain Hawala
case. Dhankhar remon-
strated, accusing her of

propagating "lies and
misinformation".
Dhankhar and the Ba-

nerjee government have
been at loggerheads ever
since he assumed of-
fice over a year ago. The
governor has often ex-
pressed concern over the
law and order situation,
including the violence
that followed the assem-
bly polls held earlier this
year.

Centre asks states not to file cases
under scrapped Section 66A of IT Act

New DELHI, 14 ]JuL
[NDTV]: Cases cannot be
registered under the de-
funct Section 66A of the
Information Technology
Act, the Centre told states
and Union Territories to-
day. The police should be
asked to stop filing such
cases and any case under
the scrapped law should
be immediately with-
drawn, the home minis-
try said in an order this
evening.

Section 66A-- a con-
troversial law that al-
lowed the police to arrest
people for posting "of-
fensive" content online
-- was scrapped by the
Supreme Court in a land-
mark judgment of March
2015.

In a recent hear-
ing, the court expressed
shock when it heard that

more than 1,000 cases
had been filed under it.

"It is shocking. We
will issue notice,” a
three-member bench
of Justices R Nariman,
KM Joseph and BR Gavai
said. "Amazing. What is
going on is terrible," Jus-
tice Nariman had added.
The judges had also said
strict action will be tak-
en against officials who
used the law.

The top court had
struck down the conten-
tious law in 2015 in a bid
to maintain the constitu-
tional right to freedom of
speech online. Describ-
ing the law as "vague in
its entirety," the judges
had said it encroaches
upon "the public's right
to know."

The law, however,
was defended from both

sides of the political di-
vide, with parties saying
it would help curb the
spread of malicious con-
tent online.

The use of the law
by the police in various
states had continued.

The non-profit peti-
tioner People Union for
Civil Liberties or PUCL,
which had flagged the
case in top court again,
said after the law was
scrapped, 381 cases were
filed under it in Maharash-
tra, 291 in Jharkhand, 245
in Uttar Pradesh and 192
in Rajasthan.

Other states to reg-
ister Sec 66A cases after
it was struck down are
Andhra Pradesh (38),
Assam (59), Delhi, (28),
Karnataka (14), Telanga-
na (15), Tamil Nadu (7)
and Bengal (37).
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Shantinagar Gaon Sudhar
Samiti celebrates Bhanu Jayanti

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 14 JuUL:

hantinagar Gaon Sud-

har Samiti celebrated
the 207th Bhanu Jayanti
today in a short program
following Covid-19 safe-
ty protocols.

The highlight of the
program was Rama-
yan Path, poetry, and
some musical presen-
tations. Head Lama,
Karma Thujee Monas-
tery, Shantinagar,Lopen
Karma Tshering,was the
chief guest on the occa-
sion, a press release in-
forms.

Other distinguished
guests included Advi-
sor SGSS, Sarat Lama,
senior-most member of
the Samiti, Deo Kumari
Pradhan along with BB
Tamang, RK Pradhan,
Anu Hangma Subba, and
others.

The program started
with  two-minute  si-
lence for two departed
members of the Samiti;

-
[

m

thereafter khadas were
offered to the guests.
President, SGSS,Krishna
Chettri,gave the welcome
speech.

Anita Sewa read few
pages of the Nepali Ra-
mayan while Ayushman

Chettri recited a poem.
Amisha Bishwakarma and
Smaridhi Sharma sang Ne-
pali songs, while Nuresa
Begum performed a dance
number. Amisha Bishwa-
karma also sang a Telugu
song on the occasion.

Student of class XI,
Rinchen Sherpa was
awarded with a cheque
of Rs.5000 as a Merito-
rious Educational Grant
(an initiative started last
year by the SGSS).

The chief guest in his

-
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short address appreci-
ated the efforts of SGSS
and for inviting him on
this auspicious occasion.
He spoke about the role
of Bhanu Jayanti in the
development of the Ne-
pali language.

Attack on Assam cops will
be retaliated: Himanta
Biswa Sarma on encounters

GUWAHATI, 14 JuL [PTI]:
Justifying the series of
encounters that have tak-
en place in Assam in the
last two months, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Wednesday as-
serted that attacks on the
police will be "retaliated"”
and "extreme steps" as
per the law will be taken
to stop such criminals.

Replying to a Zero
Hour discussion on nar-
cotic drugs initiated by
AGP MLA Prodip Haz-
arika, Mr Sarma said
that one person has been
killed and seven others
have been injured for
their alleged involve-
ment in drug rackets
since he assumed power
on May 10.

"Any attack on the po-
lice will be retaliated. The
Assam Police cannot be
a mute spectator when
their service revolvers
are snatched or culprits
try to flee," he said.

Mr Sarma said that
the government has an-
nounced a zero- tolerance
policy towards narcotic
drugs and as long as he is
in power, "this will go on".

Congress MLAs Sher-
man Ali Ahmed and
Rakibul Hussain raised
the issue of a rising num-
ber of encounters, and
said that police, as per
the law, can open fire be-
low the waist to stop an
accused.

Responding to this,
the chief minister said,
"My clear order is -- don't
break the law. Do every-
thing under the law and
take extreme steps to
stop such criminals."

He informed the
House that the Assam
Police has registered
1,021 cases related to the
drug trade and arrested
1,897 people in the last
two months. Besides,
nearly 28 kg of heroin
worth & 50 crore, 12,883
kg of ganja, 41 kg of
opium, 78,000 bottles of
cough syrup, 13.66 lakh
tablets of psychotropic
substances, 3 kg of mor-
phine, 15,000 FICN, and
1.8 crore in cash have
been seized during this
period, he said.

"The seized drugs
may be just around 20
per cent of what is avail-
able in the market. When

we are trying so hard to
cleanse the state, there
is an ongoing attempt
to label our police force
as trigger-happy and in-
human. There is a huge
drug market in Assam
and never were such ac-
tions taken earlier,' he
said.

The chief minister
claimed that some insur-
gent groups are involved
in the drug network, but
the ULFA(I) is not a part
of this, and on the con-
trary, they "helped the
police to capture ped-
dlers" on many occa-
sions.

"All the northeastern
states are trying to have a
coordinated approach to
deal with the drug men-
ace. Recently, the Manipur
Police had arrested a king-
pin of the rhino poaching
network in their state," Mr
Sarma said.

Since May, at least
15 suspected militants
and criminals have been
shot dead and dozens of
others, including rape
accused and suspected
cattle smugglers, injured
in Assam after they alleg-
edly tried to escape from
custody:.

Mr Sarma had on July
5 said that shooting at
criminals "should be the
pattern” if they attempt to
escape from custody or try
to snatch guns from the
police to fire at them. Tak-
ing suo moto cognisance,
the Assam Human Rights
Commission (AHRC) has
asked the state government
to institute an enquiry into
the circumstances that led
to the deaths and injuries
in police encounters in the
last two months.

Earlier, a Delhi-based
lawyer from Assam, Arif
Jwadder, had filed a com-
plaint with the National
Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC) against the
Assam Police over the
series of encounters that
have taken place since Mr
Sarma assumed charge.

Elaborating on the
drug market in Assam
and Northeast, the chief
minister informed the
assembly that earlier he
thought that the narcotic
substances enter the re-
gion from South Asia and
pass through it to the rest
of India.

Google Maps Rolls Out Real-Time Bus
Information Service for Delhi users

NEw DELH], 14 JuL [NDTV]:
Google Maps has rolled
out a new real-time bus
service information fea-
ture for users in Delhi.

It will enable users to
know exactly when the
next bus will be arriving
at the bus stop, enabling
them to plan their com-
mute better. Google has
teamed up with Delhi
Transport Ministry, Delhi
Integrated Multi-Modal
Transit System (DIMTS),
Indraprastha Institute of
Information Technology
(IIIT) Delhi, and Lepton
Software to integrate this
useful real-time public
bus service feature for
Delhi users in Google
Maps.

The tech giant says
that this feature will not
only offer information
about which bus to catch
to get from one destina-
tion to the other, but also
when the next bus is ac-
tually arriving at the stop
where the user is wait-
ing. The feature will also
give an estimation of how
long the trip is going to

take and whether the bus
is delayed or on time.

In addition, Google
Transit will automati-
cally update the times in
line with the new condi-
tions. Arrival times based
on real-time information
available are marked in
green or red on Google
Maps.

This feature is es-
sentially aimed reducing
the hassle of waiting for
public transport users. It
lets you better plan your
departure and may prove
to be a big boon in easing
the stress of commuting.
To use the real-time bus
service information fea-
ture, open Google Maps
on Android or iOS hand-
sets. Enter the destina-
tion and tap the ‘Go’ icon.
Enter the source and
destination locations and
tap the ‘transit’ (the little
tram) icon to view times,
bus numbers, routes,
and real-time arrival in-
formation highlighted in
green or red.

Tapping a recom-
mended route lets you

view more information
on the route's stops. Tap
the bus stop to see a list-
ing of all arriving buses,
where relevant real-time
information is depicted
by the green or red bea-
con. Google Maps also of-
fer access real-time bus
information by searching
for a particular bus stop,
tapping its name and its
listed bus numbers. Us-
ers will be able to see a
listing of all buses arriv-
ing, with the location-
enabled buses displaying
their real-time ETA.

Google says that the
real-time bus informa-
tion feature is also avail-
able in Hindi. It can be
changed in Google Maps
settings or within the
device language set-
tings. Detailing on plans
to expand to other cit-
ies, Google says that it
is working with public
transport services in oth-
er cities to enable real-
time transit information
will announce these as
and when they become
available.

Europe releases blueprint to ban sale
of new petrol-driven cars from 2035

BRUSSELS, 14 JuL [AFP]: The EU went
into battle on Wednesday to secure a
path to its bold pledge of carbon neu-
trality by 2050, triggering an epic po-
litical clash over electric cars and fuel
prices that could last for years.

The mammoth plan was unveiled
by the European Commission and is in-
tended to transform the bloc's economy
from fossil fuel dependency to a world

of net-zero emissions.

Brussels also hopes to establish
Europe as the unquestioned leader on
meeting the goals of the Paris climate

accord.

"Europe is now the very first con-
tinent that presents a comprehensive
architecture to meet our climate ambi-
tions," EU Commission chief Ursula von
der Leyen told reporters in Brussels.

"We have the goal, but now we pres-
ent the roadmap to how we are going to

get there," she added.

The myriad proposals include an
effective ban on the sale of new petrol-
driven cars from 2035, one of the bold-
est moves against gas-guzzlers ever,
and one that has already raised con-

cerns in Paris and Berlin.

The proposals were announced by
the European Commission's environ-
ment supremo Vice President Frans

Timmermans.

At the heart of the legislative pack-
age is the ambition to breathe new life
into the EU's flawed Emissions Trading

System (ETS), the world's biggest car-
bon market, where industry pays for
the right to pollute.

The laws will now snake their way
through the EU's legislative system
amid high-stakes horse-trading in the
European Parliament and among the
bloc's 27 member states, egged on by
industry lobbyists and green activists.

"Each state will have to defend its

interests because their situations are

very different in terms of industry, ge-
ography, energy supply and investment
capacity,” said a senior EU diplomat.

"Member states will see the ambi-

said.

tion, see the effort needed to realise it
and must decide if there are no insur-
mountable problems," the diplomat

The jockeying has already begun,
with powerful interests fighting hard to
win special treatment -- or extra time

-- before the constraints of a greener

Europe come into force.
Environmentalists
nounced the laws as not going far
enough -- with the European Environ-
mental Bureau decrying a plan that

swiftly  de-

was "unfit and unfair" to fight climate

change effectively.
One major fear is resistance from
the motoring public in a continent-wide

replay of the "yellow vests" protests

that erupted in France when the gov-
ernment imposed a new fuel tax in the
name of defending the environment.

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 14 JuL:
aveetha Dental Col-
lege offers MSc pro-
gram in Molecular Medi-
cine - First of its kind in
Tamil Nadu - Graduates

in life sciences, allied
health sciences, phar-
macy, medical technol-

ogy, molecular medicine,
engineering (biological
sciences), medicine and
dentistry gets newer
scope.

Centre of Molecu-
lar Medicine and Diag-
nostics (COMManD),
Saveetha Dental College
and Hospitals, Saveetha
Institute of Medical and
Technical Sciences (SI-
MATS) is offering a two-
year MSc program in Mo-
lecular Medicine, which
is only one of its kind in
Tamil Nadu. Saveetha
Dental College and Hos-
pitals has been ranked as
one of the top five Dental
colleges in the country by
NIRF, Ministry of Educa-
tion, Govt of India.

This course in Mo-
lecular Medicine is an
inter-disciplinary  pro-
gram with emphasis of
twelve months disserta-
tion/research work. This
program expands upon
the scientific and medi-
cal knowledge acquired
in bachelor programs
and explores in-depth
the molecular aspects
of medicine. The goal of
this program is to train
students thoroughly in
an area of application
of molecular medicine.
The program enables
students to engage in in-
dependent and creative
research at the cross-
roads of medicine and
basic science. Also pro-
vides a platform for com-
prehensive, theoretical
and hands-on practical
training in our state-of-
the-art facility. Our ad-
vanced facilities include
labs for cell culture, im-
munophenotyping, flow
cytometry, molecular
biology, proteomics, ad-

vanced material science
and tissue engineering.
The lab is equipped with
advanced facilities which
include 12 colour flow
cytometer, RT-PCR, ELI-
SA plate reader, scanning
electron microscope,
Transmission electron
microscope, 3D Printer,
microtome and Fourier
Transform Infrared Spec-

troscopy.
Career  opportuni-
ties include Industry

(biotechnology, pharma-
ceutical and biomedical
technology, production
and quality control, basic
research and develop-
ment, publishing etc.),
Government  agencies
(forensic  laboratories,
public health depart-
ments, regulatory au-
thorities), Places of aca-
demic research (univer-
sities and large research
institutions in India and
abroad) and Private diag-
nostic laboratories (mo-
lecular diagnostics and
analysis).

Infosys has highest revenue in
decade, pandemic drives gains

NEw DELH], 14 JuL [NDTV]:
The country's second
largest software ser-
vices company - Infosys
on Wednesday reported
that its net profit in quar-
ter ended June 2021 rose
23 per cent annually to
5,195 crore from @ 4,233
crore during the same
quarter last year on the
back of large deal wins.
On a sequential basis,
Infosys profit registered
growth of 2.34 per cent.

The company's rev-
enue also went up by 6
per cent on quarter on
quarter basis and stood
at @ 27,896 crore for the
period ending June 30,
2021.

The software ser-
vices provider's revenue
growth in constant cur-
rency terms came in at
4.8 per cent on a sequen-
tial basis.

During the quarter,
Infosys closed large deals
worth $2.6 billion. Op-

erating margin for the
quarter was robust at
23.7 per cent, with Free
Cash Flows growing by
18.5 per cent year on
year.

Infosys raised rev-
enue guidance for cur-
rent financial year to 14-
16 per cent and margin
guidance was retained at
22-24 per cent.

“Driven by the dedi-
cation of our employ-
ees and the trust of our
clients, we grew at the
fastest pace in the first
quarter in a decade, at
16.9 per cent year-on-
year and 4.8 per cent
quarter-on-quarter in
constant currency. I am
proud of our employees,
who as ‘One Infosys'
demonstrate resilience
and commitment in de-
livering for our clients.
This gives us confidence
to increase our rev-
enue growth guidance
to 14%-16%", said Salil

Parekh, CEO and MD of

Infosys.

“As Infosys com-
pletes forty remarkable
years, its continuing

success and global im-
pact are a testament to
the vision of the found-
ers and all the leaders
who have shaped the
company,” he added.

“We remain confi-
dent of delivering on
the margin guidance,
underpinned by our
comprehensive cost

optimization pro-
gram, despite increasing
cost headwinds arising
largely from compen-
sation review, talent ac-
quisition and retention”,
said Infosys' Chief Finan-
cial Officer Nilanjan Roy,
while commenting on
the first quarter results
of the company.

Infosys shares end-
ed 2 per cent higher at
1,577 ahead of June
quarter earnings.

What is Novel Coronavirus - nCoV?

The Novel Coronavirus (nCoV) is new strain of
Coronavirus that originated in Wuhan, China.
Notorious for mutating quickly and acquiring new
qualities,it isa rising epidemic that was
previously not identified in humans.

Precautions to Prevent
nCoV

# Wash your hands often with soap.

® Use an alcohol based hand sanitizer

& Observe good personal hygiene.

# Avoid touching your face with unwashed hands.

& Avoid contact with people with possible symptoms.

® Avold contact with animals and consumption of

Treatment

@ No vaccinations availabie as of now.
@ Visit Doctorin case symploms detected.

e T SE—

(

undercooked meats,

® Avoid travel to nCoV affected places.

& Wear a mask if you have respiratory syndrome.
and cover your mouth while coughing or sneezing.

If you seek help, you may call :
<Toll free no. 104

District surveillance Officer
EAST : 7028372100

WEST : 9593297808

NORTH : 8641957468

SOUTH : T407691463

New STHR

AMS : 5434711402
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Instigate Involvement to
Move Things Along

..because people are not echo-chambers

he region is embarrassingly pliant despite its

claims to be otherwise. Diktats run without chal-
lenge and obviously dimwitted blunderings accepted
without question as examples of strong and decisive
leadership. In 1775, a full sixty years before Darjeel-
ing passed from Sikkim into the hands of the East In-
dia Company, Samuel Johnson, the British man of let-
ters and political thinker, famously said, “Patriotism
is the last resort of scoundrels”. Of course, he was not
belittling patriotism, just indicting false patriotism,
a dodge that seems to have held superficial pride in
good stead for close to two and a half centuries now,
replacing patriotism with false nationalism or ethnic
and cultural chauvinism. Invoke this call, and every-
thing falls in line. Sikkim routinely does this with Ar-
ticle 371F, Old Laws and local protection, Darjeeling
reverts to it with Gorkhaland and West Bengal and its
latest favorite acronym PPS.

Each one of these issues strikes a strong emotion-
al chord with the target audience, and when emotions
come into the mix, rationality gets pushed aside. This
does not mean that the issues mentioned in them-
selves are trivial, but by demanding unquestioning
abidance to every call fired from the shoulders of
these issues reduces them to the status of props, and
the people into followers. This militates against ev-
ery aspect of democracy which requires consensus to
be earned, not dictated, where differences of opinion
are respected, not browbeaten into submission or
mocked into oblivion and where people are encour-
aged to build social contracts, not erect walls. But one
sees too much of fixated positions being taken, with
people being pulled into a vortex of division.

Irrespective of how the leaders will want to spin it,
fact remains that in these parts people have not been
reacting enough, they have been following directions
and falling in line. Unfortunately, obedience is not in-
volvement, and democracy requires involvement, and
genuine involvement is a commitment born from dis-
cussion and debate.

How much of that have we seen in these parts?

But that is not how things should remain. Apart
from being unhealthy for democracy and its people,
it is also undesirable for issues of importance to be
only superficially addressed and deeper involve-
ments not explored. For that to happen, democracy
needs to be more vigorously institutionalized. De-
mocracy requires its citizens to remain involved,
critical and demanding. Extracting an emotional
response which brings them to the streets or with-
drawn into cliques for short bursts of protesting is the
easy part, to convince them when the emotions have
abated and the realities of living returned, that they
are free and empowered with equal rights, is where
the challenge begins.

Mindsets groomed on feudal control cannot be
shaken away just with the knowledge that democracy
is available. That takes a sustained process of confi-
dence-building, encouragement, even hand-holding
and nurturing.

It is also not enough to just tell the people that
they are free and then expect them to start behav-
ing like free and responsible citizens. In fact, people
should be egged to dissent and disagree because
these reactions have been in very short supply of late
even though these are emotional contributions nec-

essary for a democracy to evolve. Politics and poli-
ticking in the region has reinforced supremacy of the

leaders over the people, and if real participatory de-
mocracy is to be institutionalized from the grassroots
upwards, people need to be proactively instigated to
challenge, argue and demand. That will make them
realize they have a voice and a role beyond raising
slogans and participating in rallies. Then, the people
will also become involved and be free with support
and become pragmatic participants of the decision-
making process. Then, maybe, the issues which have
been flogged without resolution will receive the plans
and processes which will push them out of the rut.

People are not echo-chambers for leaders, they
have enough hanger-ons for that; people need to
be more than passive recipients of information and
orders for their issues and movements to stay the
course and stay true.
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Globally, most COVID deaths are in the vaccinated
- here’s why that shouldn’t alarm you

CHRISTIAN YATES
theconversation.com

More vaccinated people are dying of COVID
than unvaccinated people, according to a re-
cent report from Public Health England (PHE). The
report shows that 163 of the 257 people (63.4%)
who died within 28 days of a positive COVID test
between February 1 and June 21, had received at
least one dose of the vaccine. At first glance, this
may seem alarming, but it is exactly as would be
expected.

Here’s a simple thought experiment: imagine
everyone is now fully vaccinated with COVID vac-
cines - which are excellent but can’t save all lives.
Some people who get infected with COVID will still
die. All of these people will be fully vaccinated -
100%. That doesn’t mean vaccines aren’t effective
at reducing death.

The risk of dying from COVID doubles roughly
every seven years older a patient is. The 35-year
difference between a 35-year-old and a 70-year-
old means the risk of death between the two pa-
tients has doubled five times - equivalently it
has increased by a factor of 32. An unvaccinated
70-year-old might be 32 times more likely to die of
COVID than an unvaccinated 35-year-old. This dra-
matic variation of the risk profile with age means
that even excellent vaccines don’t reduce the risk
of death for older people to below the risk for some
younger demographics.

PHE data suggests that being double vaccinat-
ed reduces the risk of being hospitalised with the
now-dominant delta variant by around 96%. Even
conservatively assuming the vaccines are no more

effective at preventing death than hospitalisation
(actually they are likely to be more effective at
preventing death) this means the risk of death for
double vaccinated people has been cut to less than
one-twentieth of the value for unvaccinated people
with the same underlying risk profile.

However, the 20-fold decrease in risk afforded
by the vaccine isn’t enough to offset the 32-fold in-
crease in underlying risk of death of an 70-year-old
over a 35-year-old. Given the same risk of infection,
we would still expect to see more double-vaccinat-
ed 70-year-olds die from COVID than unvaccinated
35-year-olds. There are caveats to that simple cal-
culation. The risk of infection is not the same for all
age groups. Currently, infections are highest in the
youngest and lower in older age groups.

THINK OF IT AS BALL-BEARING RAIN

One way to imagine the risk is as a rain of differ-
ently sized ball bearings falling from the sky, where
the ball bearings are the people that get infected
with COVID. For simplicity’s sake, let's assume
there are roughly equal numbers of ball bearings in
each age group. In each age category, there is also
a variation in the size of the balls. The balls repre-
senting the older groups are smaller, representing
a higher risk of death.

Now imagine there’s a sieve that catches many
of the balls. Most people who get COVID will not
die (most balls get caught in the sieve). But some of
the smaller balls fall through. The older you are, the
more likely you are to fall through the holes. The
balls that make it through the first sieve are hugely
skewed towards older age ranges, represented by
the smaller ball bearings. Before COVID vaccines
came along, the people that fell through the holes rep-

resented the people who would die of COVID. The risk
was massively skewed towards older people.

Vaccination provides a second sieve under-
neath the first, to prevent people from dying. This
time, because we haven’t vaccinated everyone, it’s
the holes in the sieve that are of different sizes. For
older people who've had both doses, the holes are
smaller;, so many ball-bearings are stopped. The
vaccines will save many of those who would previ-
ously have died.

For younger people the holes in the vaccine
sieve are currently bigger as they are less likely to
have received both doses and so more likely to fall
through the sieve.

If all the filtering were just done by the second
sieve (with no skew in risk of death by age, rep-
resented by the first sieve), then we might expect
younger unvaccinated people to account for a larg-
er proportion of the deaths. But it isn’t. The first
sieve is so hugely biased towards older people that
even with vaccination, more of them slip through
the second sieve than the younger unvaccinated
people. Given the UK’s vaccination strategy (vac-
cinate older, more vulnerable people first), you
would expect high proportions of the people who
die from COVID to have been vaccinated. And that
is exactly what we see in the data.

The fact that more vaccinated people are dying
than unvaccinated people does nothing to under-
mine vaccine safety or effectiveness. In fact, it’s
exactly what we’'d expect from the excellent vac-
cines, which have already saved tens of thousands
of lives.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in
Mathematical Biology, University of Bath]

WRITE US:

Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run
down, even appreciate if they like something in
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous
language and personal attacks, except when
against people responsible in this newspaper
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored.
Letters which carry forward a conversation or
initiate a dialogue will command immediate
attention and receive prominence. Mail us at:
news@summittimes.com

Targeted ads isolate and divide us even
when they're not political - new research

SILVIA MILANO, BRENT
MITTELSTADT &
SANDRA WACHTER
theconversation.com

Five years since the Brexit vote and
three since the Cambridge Analyt-
ica scandal, we're now familiar with
the role that targeted political adver-
tising can play in fomenting polari-
sation. It was revealed in 2018 that
Cambridge Analytica had used data
harvested from 87 million Facebook
profiles, without users’ consent, to
help Donald Trump’s 2016 election
campaign target key voters with on-
line adverts.

In the years since, we've learned
how these kinds of targeted adverts
can create political filter bubbles and
echo chambers, suspected of dividing
people and increasing the circulation
of harmful disinformation.

But the vast majority of the ads
exchanged online are commercial,
not political. Commercial targeted
advertising is the primary source of
revenue in the internet economy, but
we know little about how it affects us.
We know our personal data is collect-
ed to support targeted advertising in
a way that violates our privacy. But
aside from privacy considerations,
how else might targeting be harming
us - and how could these harms be
prevented?

These questions motivated our
recent research. We found that online
targeted advertising also divides and
isolates us by preventing us from col-
lectively flagging ads we object to. We
do this in the physical world (perhaps
when we see an advert at a bus stop
or train station) by alerting regula-
tors to harmful content. But online
consumers are isolated because the
information they see is limited to
what is targeted at them.

Until we address this flaw, pre-
venting targeted adverts from isolat-
ing us from the feedback of others,
regulators won’t be able to protect us
from online adverts that could cause
us harm.

Due to the sheer volume of ads ex-
changed online, human supervisors
cannot vet each campaign. So increas-
ingly, machine learning algorithms
screen the content of ads, predicting
the likelihood that they may be harm-
ful or fail to conform to standards.
But these predictions can be biased,
and they typically only ban the clear-
est violations. Among the many ads
that pass these controls, a signifi-
cant portion still contain potentially
harmful content.

Traditionally, advertising stan-
dards authorities have taken a reac-
tive approach to regulating adver-
tising, relying upon consumer com-
plaints. Take the 2015 case of Protein
World’s “Beach Body” campaign,
which was displayed across the Lon-
don Underground on billboards fea-
turing a bikini-clad model next to the
words: “Are you beach body ready?”
Many commuters complained, saying
that it promoted harmful stereotypes.
Shortly after, the ad was banned and a
public probe into socially responsible
advertising was launched.

REGULATING ADVERTS

The Protein World case illustrates
how regulators work. Because they
respond to consumer complaints, the
regulator is open to considering how
adverts conflict with perceived social
norms. As social norms evolve over
time, this helps regulators keep up
with what the public considers to be
harmful.

Consumers complained about the
ad because they felt it promoted and
normalised a harmful message. But
it was reported that only 378 com-
muters raised complaints with the
regulator, of the hundreds of thou-
sands likely to have seen them. This
raises the question: what about all
the others? If the campaign had
taken place online, people wouldn’t
have seen posters defaced by dis-
gruntled commuters and they may
not have been prompted to question
its message.

What'’s more, if the ad could have
been targeted to just the subset of

consumers most receptive to its mes-
sage, they might not have raised any
complaints. As a result, the harmful
message would have gone unchal-
lenged, missing an opportunity for
the regulator to update their guide-
lines in keeping with current social
norms.

Sometimes ads are harmful in
a specific context, as when ads for
high-fat-content foods are targeted to
children, or when gambling ads tar-
get those who suffer from a gambling
addiction. Targeted ads can also harm
by omission. This is the case, for ex-
ample, if ads for shoes crowd out job
ads or public health announcements
that someone might find more useful
or even vital.

These cases can be described as
contextual harms: they’re not tied to
specific content, but rather depend
on the context in which the ad is pre-
sented to the consumer.

Machine learning algorithms are
bad at identifying contextual harms.
On the contrary, the way targeting
works actually amplifies them. Sev-
eral audits, for example, have uncov-
ered how Facebook has allowed dis-
criminatory targeting that worsens
socioeconomic inequalities.

DIGGING DEEPER

The root cause of all these issues
can be traced to the fact that consum-
ers have a very isolated experience
online. We call this a state of “epis-
temic fragmentation”, where the in-
formation available to each individual
is limited to what is targeted at them,
without the opportunity to compare
with others in a shared space like the
London Underground.

Because of personalised target-
ing, each of us sees different ads. This
makes us more vulnerable. Ads can
play on our personal vulnerabilities,
or they can withhold opportunities
from us that we never knew existed.
Because we don’t know what other
users are seeing, our ability to look
out for other vulnerable people is
also limited.

Currently, regulators are adopt-

ing a combination of two strategies
to address these challenges. First, we
see an increasing focus on educating
consumers to give them “control”
over how they’re targeted. Second,
there’s a push towards monitoring ad
campaigns proactively, automating
screening mechanisms before ads are
published online. Both of these strat-
egies are too limited.

Instead, we should focus on re-
storing the role of consumers as ac-
tive participants in the regulation
of online advertising. This could be
achieved by blunting the precision
of targeting categories, by instituting
targeting quotas, or by banning tar-
geting altogether. This would ensure
that at least a portion of online ads
are seen by more diverse consumers,
in a shared context where objections
to them can be raised and shared.

In the wake of the Cambridge
Analytica scandal, efforts were made
by The Electoral Commission to prise
open the hidden world of targeted
political ads in the run up to the UK’s
2019 election. Some broadcasters
asked their audience to send in tar-
geted ads on their social media feeds,
in order to share them with a wider
audience. Campaign groups and aca-
demics were able to analyse targeting
campaigns in greater detail, exposing
where ads could be harmful or un-
true.

These strategies could also be
used for commercial targeted ad-
vertising, which would break the
epistemic fragmentation that cur-
rently prevents us from collectively
responding to harmful adverts. Our
research shows it’s not just political
targeting that produces harms - com-
mercial targeting requires our atten-
tion too.

[Silvia Milano is Postdoctoral

Researcher in Al Ethics, University

of Oxford; Brent Mittelstadt is
Research Fellow in Data Ethics,
University of Oxford; Sandra Wachter
is Associate Professor and Senior
Research Fellow, Oxford Internet
Institute, University of Oxford]
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Nepal Army havaldar convicted in

RAMESH KUMAR PAUDEL
KATHMANDU, 14 JuUL
[KATHMANDUPOST]: The
Chitwan District Court
has convicted a Nepal
Army (NA) officer in con-
nection with the death of
24-year-old Raj Kumar
Chepang.

Chepang of Rapti Mu-
nicipality-2 had been de-
tained and thrashed for
trespassing in the Chit-
wan National Park in July

last year.
A single bench of
judge Gayatri Prasad

Regmi on Monday sen-
tenced army sergeant
Chiran Kumar Budha to
nine months imprison-
ment for his involvement
in Chepang’s death.
According to regis-
trar and information of-
ficer at the court Ishwar
Acharya, the convict has
also been fined Rs 9,000.
“The court’s verdict also
orders Budha to provide
Rs 200,000 to the family
of the victim,” said Acha-
rya.
On July 16, 2020,
Raj Kumar and six of his
friends, including two
women, had been de-
tained by an Army patrol
inside the park. They had
gone to collect ghongi, a
species of snail consid-
ered a delicacy, in the
Jyudi river inside the

skanepur

park. The group was re-
leased on the same day.
But Raj Kumar was taken
ill after he was released
and died on July 22 of
what is believed to be
injuries inflicted by the
Army personnel, accord-
ing to his family.

Budha, who was de-
ployed at Liglig Post of
the Nepal Army’s Batuk
Dal Battalion at the Chit-
wan National Park when
the incident took place,
was arrested on Sep-
tember 20 following a
complaint at the District
Police Office by Bishnulal

Chepang, Raj Kumar’s fa-
ther. On July 24, Bishnulal
had filed a complaint at
the District Police Office
in Chitwan demanding
legal action against those
involved in assaulting his
son. On September 10,
Bishnulal filed another
complaint at the police
office  mentioning the
names of those involved
in the incident.

The Chitwan police
had arrested Budha 10
days after receiving the
second complaint, when
the investigation officers
received post mortem,

viscera and blood test
reports of the deceased.
The post mortem of the
deceased was conducted
at the TU Teaching Hos-
pital in Kathmandu.
Budha, a resident of
Geruwa in Bardiya dis-
trict, was released from
Bharatpur Prison on
Monday after complet-
ing his nine-month jail
term. According to Ka-
mal Prasad Kafle, chief
at Bharatpur Prison, the
prison  administration
freed Budha upon com-
pletion of the sentence.
Raj Kumar’s family

had initially refused to
receive the body, sus-
pecting foul play by gov-
ernment authorities in
investigating the death.
They had received the
body after a written
agreement was drafted
on July 31 to provide
Rs 1million compensa-
tion to Raj Kumar’s fam-
ily and take legal action
against the guilty. As
per the agreement, the
park had agreed to pro-
vide Rs 700,000 and the
Rapti Municipal Office Rs
300,000 to the bereaved
family.

Bengal eases Covid curbs
as cases dip, metro rail
to run on weekdays

New DELHI, 14 ]JuL
[NDTV]: West Bengal to-
day announced a further
easing of Covid restric-
tions while it extended
the ongoing lockdown till
July 30 as experts warn
of an impending third
wave of the pandemic.
The state had on June 28
extended the Covid-in-
duced lockdown till July
15 to control the spread
of the devastating second
wave of the virus.

As part of the new
relaxations, metro rail
will be allowed to oper-
ate on weekdays at 50%
capacity, an official order
said. However, local train
services will continue to
remain suspended with
the exception of special
trains for government of-
ficials and staff.

Publis buses, taxis,
autorickshaws will be al-
lowed to run at 50% ca-

pacity. Intrastate buses
have been permitted to
operate at 50% capac-
ity with fully vaccinated
staff. Offices - private and
government - will be al-
lowed to function with
50% of their staff.

Gymnasiums and
beauty parlours can now
operate with 50 percent
strength from 11 am to
6 pm. Vegetable markets
can remain open from 6
amto 12 pm.

Banks will be allowed
to remain open from 10
am to 3 pm.

On Tuesday, Bengal
reported 863 new cases
of coronavirus in 24
hours with 17 deaths.
The state has so far re-
corded 15,13,877 Co-
vid cases with 17,944
deaths. The positivity
rate on Tuesday stood at
1.84 percent, according
to official data.

Finance minister tables four
Bills in Assam assembly

GUWAHATI, JuL 14 (PTI):
Four Bills related to Ag-
ricultural Income Tax,
Value Added Tax, taxa-
tion on specified lands
and electricity duty were
tabled in the Assam as-
sembly by Finance Min-
ister Ajanta Neog on
Wednesday.

She introduced the
Assam Agricultural In-
come Tax (Amendment)
Bill, 2021 seeking to
amend the Act to in-
crease the fine amount
for late filing of return
for enforcing compliance.

The minister also in-
troduced The Assam Value
Added Tax (Amendment)
Bill, 2021 which proposes
to amend the Act of 2003
by inserting a new sub-
section to provide an op-
tion of issuance of e-voice
with digital signatures
by the dealers. She also
tabled The Assam Taxa-
tion (On Specified Lands)
(Amendment) Bill, 2021

which seeks to insert a new
section in the Act of 1990
for applicability of the pro-
visions of Assam VAT Act,
2003 under the Specified
Lands Act for its proper
administration. The Bill
also seeks to insert a new
section for automation of
business processes and to
empower the Commission-
er of Taxes, Assam, to issue
instructions with prior ap-
proval of the government
on e-filing and e-payments,
Neog pointed out.

The finance minister
also tabled The Assam
Electricity Duty (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2021 which
seeks to amend the Act
of 1964 to insert a new
section for automation of
the business process and
to empower the Commis-
sioner of Taxes, to issue
instructions, with prior
approval of the govern-
ment, on the procedure
of e-filing of returns and
e-payments.

3 new COVID-19 cases push
Andamans tally to 7,496

Port Blair, Jul 14 (PTI):
Three new COVID-19
cases pushed the tally
in the union territory of
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands to 7,496, a health
department official said
on Wednesday.

Two cases were de-
tected during contact
tracing and one was air-
port arrival, the official
said.

Passengers arriving
by flight have to undergo
mandatory RT-PCR test
before they are allowed
entry into the islands, he
said.

The COVID-19 death
toll in the archipelago
remained at 129 as no
fresh fatality due to the
contagion was reported
in the last 24 hours, the
official said.

The union territory
now has nine active CO-

VID-19 cases and all the
patients are in the South
Andaman district while
the other two districts -
North and Middle Anda-
man and Nicobar - are
now COVID-19 free.

Three more pa-
tients recovered from
COVID-19 in the last 24
hours, taking the total
number of recoveries to
7,358, he said.

The Andaman and
Nicobar administration
has so far tested 4,21,108
samples for COVID-19
and the cumulative test
positivity rate is 1.78 per
cent, the official added.

A total of 2,38,578
people have been in-
oculated so far, of which
1,67,978 people have re-
ceived the first dose of
COVID-19 vaccine and
70,600 people have re-
ceived the second dose of

the vaccine, he said, add-
ing that the union terri-
tory has a total popula-
tion of 4 lakh people.

Meanwhile, Health
secretary R N Sharma on
Tuesday said the union
territory administration
has received 22,200 dos-
es of COVID-19 vaccines.
Out of this, about 5,000
vaccine doses will be
sent to North and Middle
Andaman district and
2,000 doses to Nicobar
district.

Inoculation of people
against the disease is be-
ing carried out smoothly,
he said.

The health secretary
said the administration is
taking all necessary steps
to contain the spread of
the disease and people
are requested to follow
COVID appropriate be-
haviour.

Decomposed body of man found in
Kolkata house, wife living with it

KoLKATA, 14 JuL [PTI]:
In a rerun of the 2015
Robinson Street skeleton
case in Kolkata, a woman
and her daughter were
found living with the de-
composed corpse of her
78-year-old husband
in the northern part of
the city, police said on
Wednesday.

The incident came
to light after stench be-
gan emanating from their
house in Bagbazar area. Af-
ter their neighbours alerted
the police, the law enforcers
conducted a check late on
Tuesday night, only to find
the two women living with
the decomposed corpse of
78-year-old Digvijay Ghosh,
an officer of Shyampukur
police station said.

"The man must have
died at least a month-
and-half ago. The body
has been fully decom-
posed, exposing the
skeleton,” he said, add-
ing that Ghosh was ill.

"The cause of the death
is not yet clear. We have
sent the body for post-
mortem examination. We
are questioning the wife
and daughter," the offi-
cer said, adding they are
also trying to ascertain
whether the two women
were depressed.

The two women,
who initially resisted po-
lice's attempt to enter the
house, were found leading
a normal life, having food
and doing all daily chores
in the same room where
the body was lying on the
bed. "The doors and win-
dows were shut and no-
body was allowed to enter

TRASS W

the house. The daughter
was not living with her
husband and was staying
in her maternal house for
the last couple of years.
We are investigating the
incident," he said.

The incident brought
back memories of the
Robinson Street case, in
which software engineer
Partha De had spent six
months with the skel-
etons of his sister Deb-
jani De and two pet dogs.
Police stumbled upon the
case while investigating
the death of his father
Arabinda De, who had set
himself on fire on June
10, 2015.

"Waiting for 3rd wave?" Trinamool taunts
election body over bypolls "delay”

KoLKATA, 14 JuL [PTI]: Voicing dis-
pleasure over the "delay" in holding
elections to seven West Bengal assem-
bly seats, crucial for Mamata Banerjee's
uninterrupted continuance as the Chief
Minister, the Trinamool said that a
party delegation will meet the Election
Commission on July 15 to press for it.

Sukhendu Shekhar Ray, a senior
leader of the state's ruling paty, also
taunted the poll panel, wondering
whether it was "waiting for a third Co-
vid wave" to conduct the elections.

Maintaining that the pandemic has
eased considerably, Ray said the situ-
ation was conducive for holding the
polls.

Bypolls are to be held for five vacant
seats, and fresh elections to two others
where polling was countermanded fol-
lowing the death of candidates.

The by-elections are of critical im-
portance to Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee, who lost the assembly poll to
BJP's Suvendu Adhikari in Nandigram.

The Constitution allows a person to
occupy a ministerial position only up to
six months without getting elected to a
state legislature or the two Houses of
Parliament. It mandates that a minister
who is not a member of legislature for
six consecutive months shall cease to
occupy the position at the expiration of
that period.

Mamata Banerjee needs to get elect-
ed to the assembly by November 4 to
continue as the Chief Minister.

"We will be meeting EC officials to-
morrow (Thursday) in Delhi with the
demand to hold pending elections and
byelections to seven assembly seg-
ments. The assembly elections were
held in eight phases when COVID was
at an all-time high."

But now the COVID situation has

improved a lot.

"The EC is delaying the by-elections.
[s it waiting for the third wave? We want
the by-polls to be conducted as early as
possible," Mr Ray, TMC chief whip in the
Rajya Sabha, had said.

Dinhata and Santipur assembly
seats fell vacant after BJP leaders
Nisith Pramanik and Jagannath Sarkar
resigned as MLAs and chose to retain
their membership of Parliament.

Mr Pramanik was inducted into the
Modi government during its recent ex-
pansion.

Mamata Banerjee's pocket borough
of Bhawanipore fell vacant after state
minister Sovandeb Chattopadhyay re-
signed to facilitate her election from
the seat. The TMC had fielded Mr Chat-
topadhyay from Bhawanipore after the
party chief decided to take on her for-
mer protege Suvendu Adhikari in Nan-
digram.

By-elections to Khardah and Gosaba
seats in North and South 24 Parganas
respectively are to be held after the
death of TMC's Kajal Sinha and Jayanta
Naskar due to Covid-19.

Elections to Samserganj and Jan-
gipur seats in Murshidabad had been
countermanded following the death
of candidates and later postponed in-
definitely as COVID-19 raged across the
state during the second wave.

Currently, Mamata Banerjee and
state Finance Minister Amit Mitra are
the two non-legislators in the ministry.

Mr Mitra has expressed his desire
to step down due to ill-health, but Ms
Banerjee needs to win a byelection to
enter the state assembly.

The TMC had come back to power
in May for a third consecutive term
bagging 213 seats in the 294-member
assembly.

Jharkhand records single
COVID-19 fatality; 40 new cases

RANCHI, JuL 14 (PTI):
Jharkhand recorded a
single COVID-19 fatality
and 40 new cases dur-
ing the last 24 hours, a
health department bul-
letin said on Wednesday.

The single death in
the state during the last
24 hours was recorded
from Bokaro district
which pushed the death
toll to 5,120.

No new COVID-19
case was reported from
Chatra, Deoghar, Dumka,
Garhwa, Giridih, Godda,

East Singhbhum, Gumla
and West Singhbhum and
three cases each from

mained at 1.47 per cent,
higher than the national
average of 1.30 per cent.

Jamtara, Khunti, Late- Palamu and Ramgarh The COVID-19 recov-
har, Lohardaga, Pakur, district. ery rate in the state has
Saraikela and Simdega Jharkhand now has improved to 98.42 per
districts. 347 active COVID-19 cas- cent, better than the na-
The 40 new CO- es,itsaid. tional average of 97.30
VID-19 cases pushed A total of 3,40,944 per cent.
the tally to 3,46,411, the patients have recovered Altogether,
bulletin said. Of the new  from COVID-19 includ- 1,06,35,714 samples
cases, seven each were ing 70 during the last 24 have been tested for CO-
reported from Ranchi hours, the bulletin said. VID-19 in Jharkhand,

and Bokaro, followed by
four each from Dhanbad,

However, the mortal-
ity rate in the state re-

including 58,266 since
Tuesday, it added.
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Flooding
across parts
of Europe
after heavy

rainfall

BERLIN, JuL 14 (AP):
Storms caused heavy
flooding across parts of
western and central Eu-
rope overnight, with one
man missing after being
swept away by a raging
stream in eastern Ger-
many.

Firefighters resumed
their search for the man
in Joehstadt, in Saxony
state, on Wednesday
morning. German news
agency dpa reported that
he had been trying to se-
cure his property from
rising waters when he
disappeared.

Hof county near the
eastern border with the
Czech Republic issued a
disaster alert late Tues-
day as basements filled
with water, trees were
uprooted and some ar-
eas lost power overnight.
Germany's DWD weather
service said the region
saw 80 liters (more
than 21 gallons) of rain
per square meter in the
space of 12 hours.

In Hagen, firefight-
ers had to rescue sev-
eral drivers whose ve-
hicles had become stuck
in a flooded underpass.
Videos on social media
showed streets in the
western city knee-deep
in water and others bur-
ied by landslides.

Residents in the near-
by town of Erkrath were
warned not to shower or
use their washers as the
sewage system was over-
loaded by rain.

The neighboring
Netherlands and Belgium
were also hit by flooding.

Water authorities in
the southern Dutch prov-
ince of Limburg warned

0f Olympic medals and their evolution

NEw DELHI, JuL 14 (PTI):
From olive wreaths to recy-
cled metals sourced from old
cell phones and electronics,
the reward for winning at the
Olympics, the most sought-
after achievement in an ath-
lete's life, has come a long way,
much like the Games itself.

Made of recycled electron-
ic devices and pebble-like in
appearance, the medals in the
upcoming Tokyo Games will
measure 8.5 centimeters in
diameter, featuring the flying
image of Nike, the Greek god-
dess of victory.

But, unlike previous years,
these will be produced from
gold, silver and bronze (in
this case, copper and zinc)
that has been stripped from
over 79,000 tons of used cell
phones and other small elec-
tronic devices donated by the
Japanese population.

During the ancient Olym-

pic Games, athletes who
emerged victorious were
awarded 'Kotinos' or olive

wreaths, which were consid-
ered a sacred prize in Greece,
representing the highest hon-
our.

In 1896, the long-lost tra-
dition of ancient Greece, the
Olympic Games was reborn in
Athens.

With the rebirth, new
practices made way for older
ones and thus the custom of
awarding medals began -- sil-
ver for the winners while the
runners-up received a copper
or bronze medal.

On the front of the medal
was Zeus, father of the gods
and in whose honour the
Games were held, holding

Nike, while the reverse side
showed the Acropolis.

It wasn't until eight years
later in the 1904 St. Louis
Games, where the now stan-
dard gold, silver, and bronze
medals, were first used.

The metals represent the
first three ages of man in
Greek mythology: the Golden
Age -- when men lived among
the gods, the Silver Age --
where youth lasted a hundred
years, and the Bronze Age, or
the age of heroes.

Over the next century, the
coveted awards would vary in
shape, size, weight, composi-
tion, and in the image they

carried.
In 1923, the International
Olympic Committee (I0C)

launched a competition for
sculptors to design the med-
als for the Summer Games.

The Italian artist Giuseppe
Cassioli's design was chosen
as the winner in 1928.

The obverse of the medal
was embossed with Nike
holding a palm in her left
hand and the crown for the
winner in the right, with a
depiction of the Colosseum
in the background and the
reverse featured a crowd of
people carrying a triumphant
athlete. This design continued

for a considerable time.

While host cities were al-
lowed to rework the reverse
of the medal starting from the
1972 Munich Games, the ob-
verse only changed during the
2004 Athens Olympics.

A new depiction of Nike,
flying into the 1896 Panathe-
naic Stadium to bestow vic-
tory on the strongest, highest
and fastest, replaced the older
one.

Until 1960, winners had
medals pinned to them but
the Rome Olympics had the
necklace-like design allow-
ing the athletes to wear the
prized possession around

their necks thanks to a chain.

Four years later, the chain
made way for coloured rib-
bons.

Interestingly, the gold
medals are not made of the
yellow metal entirely. The
1912 Stockholm Games was
the last time an Olympic med-
al was made entirely out of
the metal. Now, they are just
plated with it.

As per the I0C guidelines,
a gold medal must contain a
minimum of 6 grams of gold.
In reality, silver forms the
bulk of the medal.

China, which hosted the
2008 Beijing Olympics, for the

first time, introduced medals
made of a material other than
metal -- jade.

Representing honour and
virtue in traditional Chinese
culture, the coveted gemstone
was inlaid into the back of
each medal.

At a time when environ-
mental consciousness was on
the rise, the 2016 Rio Games
scripted history by becoming
the most sustainable edition
in Olympic history.

The organisers opted for
more usage of recycled mate-
rial.

Not only were the medals
made of 30 per cent recycled
material but the ribbons they
were attached to were made
of 50 per cent recycled plas-
tic bottles while the gold was
mercury-free.

Following in Rio's foot-
steps, the Tokyo Games' or-
ganisers have opted for med-
als made of recycled electron-
ic devices, including discard-
ed laptops and smartphones
phone, a proposal that won
the "Everyone's Medal" cam-
paign launched by the Tokyo
2020 organising committee in
2017.

"I never dreamed that the
design [ submitted, only as
a memorial to this lifetime
event, would be actually se-
lected," winner of the design,
Junichi Kawanishi, had told
media when the medals were
launched.

"With their shining rings, I
hope the medals will be seen
as paying tribute to the ath-
letes' efforts, reflecting their
glory and symbolising friend-
ship.

Tested and tracked ! Olympic
visitors set for Tokyo 2020

ToKYo, JuL 14 (AP): As pandemic
continues, Japan is welcoming ac-

ing journalists are required to
download an online check-in and

lage and are expected to stay there,
or in a similarly locked-down bub-

Fitness is Indian hockey team's
biggest asset, can break medal
drought in Tokyo: Dhanra] Plllay

that the heavy rainfall
will turn streams into
dangerously fast-flowing
torrents and urged the
public to stay away from
them.

Boat owners were ad-
vised to steer clear of the
Maas river due to strong
currents and debris be-
ing washed downstream.

credited visitors to Tokyo for the
delayed summer Olympic Games
which opens on July 23.

Athletes and journalists from
around the world will be arriving
under a massive security effort
during the month of games.

After arrival at Haneda Airport,
Olympic visitors are requested to
install smart phone apps and acti-
vate GPS for tracking their where-

health report App (OCHA) onto
their smartphone, where visitors
input daily health status.

Saliva testing kits are provided
and all visitors are required to test
for the first three days and thereaf-
ter once in every four days till the
end of their stay.

The restrictions also include
a ban on using public transporta-
tion, going to restaurants or tour-

bles at venues or training sites.

If anyone is infected, officials
will use GPS to look at movement
logs and do contact tracing back to
their entry into Japan.

The 10C and local Tokyo or-
ganisers have published so-called
'Playbooks' to spell out rules for
entry into Japan for Olympics and
Paralympics athletes from 205 na-
tions and territories and the trav-

NEw DELHI, JuL 14
(PTI): An Olympic medal

saying in Hockey India's
Flashback Series.
"This team has done

in the Olympic village.
"l wanted to convey

Dutch media showed
people being rescued
Tuesday from a historic
mill that was partially
submerged under flood-
waters estimated at 1.5
meters (5 feet) deep.

Swollen rivers are ex-
pected to overflow into
their floodplains later in
the week. It is unusual
for the rivers to over-
flow in the summer. It
more often happens in
the spring when rivers
such as the Rhine and the
Maas rise due to melting
snow in European hills
and mountains.

In Switzerland, au-
thorities raised the flood
warning for Lake Lu-
cerne to the highest level
and banned all shipping.

DWD meteorologists
predicted further ex-
treme storms in the west-
ern and central parts of
Germany through Thurs-
day, with peak rainfall
possibly reaching 200 li-
ters per square meter.
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abouts while in Japan.
Most importantly,

ing Tokyo.

Olympics participants includ-

everyone
has to take a coronavirus test and
get a negative result before enter-

ist spots or even simply take a
walk for their first 14 days in the

country.

Athletes will be tested daily for
coronavirus. They'll also be isolat-
ed in the bubble-like athletes' vil-

elling media.
At Tokyo Big Sight, the largest

exhibition centre in capital Tokyo,

serves as 2020 Olympics main
press centre and international
broadcasting centre.

My idea as a leader is to keep
everyone together happy: Dhawan

CoLoMBO, JuL 14 (PTI):
Handed captaincy for the
Sri Lanka tour, ShikharD-
hawan's idea of leader-
ship is all about keeping
the flock together and in
a good state of mind.

The left-handed
opener was given the
reins of the team after
ViratKohli and other
key players were sent to
England for the WTC Fi-
nal against New Zealand
and the five-Test series
against the hosts.

Sri Lanka's limited
overs tour, comprising of
three ODIs and as many
T20s, will begin on July
18 in Colombo.

"It is a big achieve-
ment for me that I have
become the captain of
the Indian side. As a
leader, my idea is to keep
everyone together and
happy that is the most
important thing," Dha-
wan said on Star Sports
show 'Follow the Blues'.

"We have got a lovely
bunch of boys, great sup-

port staff, and we have
worked earlier as well."

Dhawan says he
shares a good chemistry
with legendary Rahul
Dravid, who is the head
coach for the series.

"I have a good rela-
tion with Rahul Bhai.
When I started playing
Ranji Trophy, I played
against him, and I have
known him since then.
When [ went to play India
A match, [ was the captain,
and he was the coach, so
there was interaction.

"When he became the
director of NCA, we used
to go there for around

20 days, so we had a lot
of interaction, and now
we have good chemis-
try. And now that we
have the chance to play
six matches together, so
it will be great fun, and I
think we all sync nicely,"
he said.

The selectors have
picked many uncapped
players, including the
likes of RuturajGaikwad
and ChetanSakariya,
and Dhawan wants the
youngsters to enjoy
their journey.

"Happy to get the
youngsters in  the
team and see their

dreams come true. It's
a big thing that these
youngsters have come
from their respective
home towns with cer-
tain dreams, and their
dreams are getting ful-
filled.

"And now, they
should enjoy the jour-
ney which landed them
in team India, and they
should know the value
of their strength and
how to improve it,” he
said.

Dhawan said that
both the seniors and
youngsters from the

squad will learn from
each other.

"There are seniors in
the team, so the young-
sters will learn from
them, and we will get to
learn from the young-
sters. Whenever [ meet
the youngsters they
often have new ways
of thinking, and I try
to learn things which
will help us," Dhawan
signed off.

missing from his own
cupboard, Indian hockey
great DhanrajPillay be-
lieves the supremely fit
team going for the up-
coming Tokyo Games has
what it takes to finish on
the podium and end the
medal drought which
his generation of players
could not.

Pillay, who repre-
sented India in four con-
secutive Olympics from
1992 to 2004, said fit-
ness is the key asset of
the Manpreet Singh-led
side going into the Sum-
mer Games that begins
on July 23 in Tokyo.

"I am very confident
they will do it this time.
They have been doing
well in the last 5 years.
Fitness is their biggest
asset. In those days, we
didn't have the kind of
support system they
have now," the 52-year-
old Pillay was quoted as

wonders, won hearts
of millions of fans with
their recent perfor-
mances, particularly at
the Champions Trophy
(in 2016 and 2018) and
the World League Finals
(2015 and 2017). I know
they can do it this time,"
he added.

Unable to meet the
team personally because
of the strict COVID-19
protocols, Pillay has sent
letter to Manpreet and
women's skipper Rani
Rampal, wishing both the
teams good luck and suc-
cess in Tokyo.

"Since I am also in
Bangalore, I would have
loved to meet them in
person but due to proto-
cols, I did not. I sent them
a letter wishing them the
very best and | wanted to
convey to them that they
should be careful about
their diet when they are

to them that they should
enjoy the best part of
their athletic life by be-
ing calm and relaxed," he
said.

"To both men and
women's team, I want to
say, don't think about the
podium finish. Go match-
by-match and stick to-
gether as one unit right
until the last day, the
last match of the tourna-
ment."

Pillay advised both
the Tokyo-bound teams
not to think too far ahead.

"l think the mistake
we did at every Olympic
Games was that we went
with the mind set of aim-
ing for the final instead
of taking it match-by-
match.

"Though we had the
best teams each time,
things did not materi-
alise for us to finish on
the podium,” he signed
off.

Mamata wishes gymnast PranatiNayak
success in Tokyo Olympics

KoLKATA, JuL 14 (PTI):
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee
on Wednesday wished
gymnast PranatiNayak
success in the upcoming
Tokyo Olympics.

Pranati, the only
gymnast  representing
the country in this year's
Olympics, is from Pingla
in West Bengal's in Pas-

chimMedinipur district.

"Heartiest congratu-
lations to our very own
PranatiNayak, who is
the only gymnast repre-
senting India at #0lym-
pics2021!," the chief min-
ister tweeted.

"Pranati hails from
a small town in Medi-
nipur. Owing to her
hard work, she has

already won many ac-
colades and [ am con-
fident of her success
this time as welll!,"
she added.

The 26-year-old Pra-
nati, daughter of a bus
conductor, is the second
Indian woman gymnast
after DipaKarmakar to
qualify for the Olympic
Games.
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France cautiously celebrates
Bastille Day, clouded by virus

PARIS (AP): Bastille Day is
back, sort of.

France celebrated its na-
tional holiday Wednesday with
thousands of troops march-
ing in a Paris parade, war-
planes roaring overhead and
traditional parties around the
country, after last year’s events
were scaled back because of vi-
rus fears.

This year those fears are
still lurking, but the govern-
ment decided to go ahead with
the parade on the Champs-
Elysees anyway, as part of a
broader effort to return to pre-
pandemic activity.

The number of onlookers
was limited, and they were
restricted to a small section of
the parade. In addition, each
person attending had to show
a special pass proving they
have been fully vaccinated, had
recently recovered from the vi-
rus or a had negative virus test.
Similar restrictions will be in
place for those gathering to
watch an elaborate fireworks
show at the Eiffel Tower on
Wednesday evening.

Spectators converged on
Paris from around France, glad
to be able to see the show in
person even if frustrated with
the restrictions and long lines
for virus security checks.

“I came especially for my
son who is marching today,”

said Gaelle Henry from the
northern city of Lille. “It’s nice
to be able to get out a little bit
and finally get some fresh air
and think that all the people
are here, and that we are get-
ting back to normal a little bit.”

Masks were ubiquitous
among the smaller-than-usual
crowds along the avenue, and
de rigueur for the dignitar-
ies watching the show under
a red-white-and-blue awning
emulating the French flag. The
marching soldiers were un-
masked — the French military
said they have all been fully
vaccinated or freshly tested for

the virus. Some cheers rose up
as President Emmanuel Ma-
cron rode atop a military re-
connaissance vehicle along the
cobblestoned Champs-Elysees,
past restaurants, luxury bou-
tiques and movie theaters that
were shuttered for much of the
pandemic. The clatter of hun-
dreds of horseshoes accom-
panied military music as uni-
formed guards on horseback
escorted the president.
Organizers of this year’s
event dubbed it an “optimistic
Bastille Day” aimed at “win-
ning the future” and “celebrat-
ing a France standing together

behind the tricolor (flag) to
emerge from the pandemic”
While that optimism was
widely felt in France a few
weeks ago, clouds have re-
turned to the national mood
as the delta variant fuels new
infections and prompted Ma-
cron to announce new vaccine
rules this week.

Leading the parade were
members of a French-driven
European force fighting ex-
tremists in Mali and the sur-
rounding Sahel region. Ma-
cron announced last week that
France is pulling at least 2,000
troops from the region because

of evolving threats, and focus-
ing more efforts on the multi-
national Takuba force instead.

Among others honored
at the parade were military
medics who have shuttled vac-
cines to France’s overseas ter-
ritories, treated virus patients
or otherwise helped fight the
pandemic.

A total of 73 warplanes,
medical helicopters and other
aircraft traversed the skies
over the Paris region.

“This moment of conviviali-
ty, of reunion, on the eve of our
National Day, is first and fore-
most for us the opportunity to
address our brothers in arms
and their families, and give
them a message of gratitude,”
Macron said in a speech to the
French military on Tuesday.

Last year’s parade was can-
celed and replaced by a static
ceremony honoring health
care workers who died fighting
COVID-109.

France has lost more than
111,000 lives to the pandemic,
and the government is push-
ing hard to get more people
vaccinated to fight resurgent
infections driven by the delta
variant.

Bastille Day marks the
storming of the Bastille prison
in eastern Paris on July 14,
1789, commemorated as the
birth of the French Revolution.

Iran's president
warns weapons-grade

enrichme

TEHRAN, JUL 14 (AP):Iran's
outgoing president on
Wednesday warned his
country could enrich ura-
nium at weapons-grade
levels of 90% if it chose,
though it still wanted to
save its tattered nuclear
deal with world powers.

President Hassan
Rouhani's comments,
carried by the state-run
IRNA news agency, came
as he also criticised Iran's
wider theocracy for not
allowing his government
to reach a deal soon to
restore the 2015 atomic
accord.

Rouhani's powers
have waned as the pub-
lic soured on his govern-
ment amid an economy
suffering under U.S. sanc-
tions. But his remarks
signal Iran could take
a more belligerent ap-
proach with the West as
hard-line President-elect
EbrahimRaisi is due to
take office next month.

Speaking in a Cabinet
meeting, Rouhani made
the 90% remark, a rare
moment for him to sug-
gest Tehran could take
that approach.

Even if one day there
is a need for 90% enrich-
ment for a reactor, we do
not have any problem
and we are able, Rouhani
said, according to IRNA.

nt possible
- T

"We can do anything in
the peaceful path.

The 2015 nuclear
deal, which saw Iran
gain relief from those
crushing sanctions, lim-
ited Tehran's program
to enriching only up to
3.67% enough to power
a civilian nuclear reactor.
It now enriches a small
amount of uranium up to
60%, a short step from
weapons-grade levels.

Rouhani also com-
plained that hard-liners
outside of his relatively
moderate  government
blocked its efforts to
reach a deal in Vienna.
For months, negotiators
have been trying to find a
way for Iran to return to
the limits of the deal and
for the U.S. to rejoin the
accord from which then-
President Donald Trump
earlier unilaterally with-
drew.

A new round of Vien-
na negotiations has yet to
be scheduled.

Rouhani said he
hoped Raisi's adminis-
tration "will be able to
finish the job.

There is no differ-
ence if the current or
next administration will
be successful, but we are
very sorry that nearly six
month of opportunity
has been lost," he said.

KATHMANDU, JUL 14
(PTI): The appointment
of SherBahadurDeuba as
Nepal's Prime Minister
for a record fifth time af-
ter the Supreme Court's
intervention does not
seem to provide the
much sought-after politi-
cal stability in the coun-
try as he will have to go
for a floor test in Parlia-
ment within 30 days.

Even if the 75-year-
old veteran politician and
Nepali Congress (NC)
president, who has only
61 seats in the 275-mem-
ber House of Representa-
tives, somehow wins the
confidence vote, fresh
elections will have to be
conducted in 18 months,
The Kathmandu Post
newspaper reported.

If he loses the floor
test, the country will go
to polls in six months, it
said.

The House of Repre-
sentatives -- the lower
house of Nepal's Parlia-
ment -- has completed
more than three-and-a-
half years of its five-year
tenure.

In its order to appoint
Deuba as prime minis-
ter, the Supreme Court
on Monday said that he
should complete the pro-
cess of getting the vote of
confidence as per Article
76 (6) of the Constitution
, the report said.

According to Article
76 (6), he will have to go
for a floor test in Parlia-
ment within 30 days of
appointment, it said.

The result of the vote
of trust will decide the
fate of the Deubagovern-
ment, the newspaper
quoted  BipinAdhikari,
former dean at Kathman-
du University School of
Law, as saying.

Deuba, notwithstand-
ing his 61 seats in the
House, had staked claim
to form the government
with the support of law-
makers from four other
parties -- the Communist
Party of Nepal (Mao-

ist Centre), the Madhav
Kumar Nepal faction of
the Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist
Leninist), the UpendraY-
adav faction of the Jana-
taSamajbadi Party and
RastriyaJanamorcha.

Altogether, 149 mem-
bers of the House of Rep-
resentatives supported
him, including 26 from
the Madhav Nepal faction
of the UML.

If the 26 UML dissi-
dents continue to sup-
port him, Deuba's tenure
will last for one-and-a-
half-years when general
elections are to be held.
If not, fresh elections
have to be called within
six months, as per Article
76(7) of the Constitution,
the report said.

Leaders of the UML,
meanwhile, say it is un-
likely that they will sup-
port Deuba.

The UML will be a
united party by then (by
the time of the vote of
trust). It will make a deci-
sion where to stand and
we will follow that, Go-
karnaBista, a UML secre-
tary close to Madhav Ne-
pal, told the newspaper.

During a meeting
with other leaders of the
parties that supported
Deuba following the Su-
preme Court verdict on

Monday evening, Mad-
hav Nepal said he might
not remain in the alliance
now on, it said.

That will leave Deuba
with the support of just
123 lawmakers -- 61
from the Nepali Con-
gress, 49 from the Mao-
ist Centre, 12 from the
UpendraYadav faction of
JanataSamajbadi  Party
and one from Rastriya-
Janamorcha.

Deuba needs 136
votes as there are only
271 members in the
House presently, the re-
port said.

In Deuba's probable
favour, there is a legal
loophole for the Mad-
hav Nepal faction of the
UML to support him and
yet not be expelled from
the party. In its verdict
on Monday, the Supreme
Court said that party
whip is not applicable in
the case of supporting a
prime minister to be ap-
pointed on the basis of
Article 76 (5).

According to senior
advocate GovindaBandi,
the verdict means that
the party cannot take ac-
tion against its lawmak-
ers for supporting Deuba
in the vote of confidence
as well.

Whatever the legal
interpretation of the Su-

preme Court verdict, the
NC leaders are confident
that the Madhav Nepal
faction will continue to
support them, the report
said.

Earlier, outgoing
Prime Minister Oli ac-
cused the apex court of
"deliberately”  passing
the verdict in favour of
the Opposition parties.

Oli, 69, claimed the
majority of people still
supported him but he
was leaving just to imple-
ment the apex court's or-
der. He said the govern-
ment was successful as it
expedited development
works across the country
and made efforts to con-
trol the Covid-19 crisis.

Oli said he would like
to see the country go to
the general elections as
soon as possible, hop-
ing his CPN-UML would
emerge victorious again.
Using his party's election
symbol of the sun as a
pun, Oli said clouds could
hide the sun for a time
being but it would soon
rise again.

Deuba has previously
served as Nepal's Prime
Minister four times from
June 2017-February
2018, June 2004-Febru-
ary 2005, July 2001-Oc-
tober 2002 and Septem-
ber 1995-March 1997.

UN: Migrant deaths on
sea routes to Europe
more than double

BARCELONA, JuL 14 (AP):
The number of migrants
and refugees who died
while attempting to
reach Europe on danger-
ous sea crossings more
than doubled so far this
year compared to the
first six months of 2020,
the U.N. migration agen-
cy said Wednesday in a
new report.

At least 1,146 people
perished between Janu-
ary and June, according
to the International Or-
ganization for Migration.
The number of people
attempting to cross the
Mediterranean to Europe
increased by 58%, the
IOM's report said.

The Central Mediter-
ranean route between
Libya and Italy was
the deadliest, claiming
741 lives. Next was the
stretch of the Atlantic
Ocean between West Af-
rica and Spain's Canary
Islands, where at least
250 people died, the
agency said. At least 149
people also died on the
Western Mediterranean
route to Spain, as well as
atleast six on the Eastern
Mediterranean route to
Greece. The IOM says the
actual number of deaths
on sea routes to Europe
may be far higher as
many shipwrecks go un-
reported and others are
hard to verify.

Human rights organi-
zations have warned that
the absence of govern-
ment search and rescue
vessels, particularly in
the Central Mediterra-
nean, would make mi-
grant crossings more
dangerous, as European
governments  increas-
ingly rely on and support
North African countries
with fewer resources to
handle search and rescue
operations.

Tunisia increased
such operations by 90%
in the first six months

of 2021, while Libyan
authorities intercepted
and returned more than
15,000 men, women
and children to the war-
torn country, three times
more people than in the
same period last year, the

IOM report said.
Meanwhile, Italian
authorities increasingly

targeted charity rescue
ships that have worked
over the years to fill the
void left by European
governments, routinely
detaining the vessels
operated by nongovern-
mental organizations
for months, sometimes
years.

While many factors
contributed to this year's
higher death toll, includ-
ing an increase in the
number of flimsy boats
attempting sea crossings,
the absence of proac-
tive, European, state-led
search and rescue op-
erations in international
waters combined with
restrictions on NGOs was
among the main factors,
IOM spokesperson Safa-
Msehli said. These peo-
ple cannot be abandoned
in such a dangerous jour-
ney, Msehli told The As-
sociated Press.

Italy detained nine
NGO-operated ships so
far this year, according to
Matteo Villa, a research
fellow for the indepen-
dent think thank ISPI,
who tracks data and sta-
tistics on migration.

Mediterranean coun-
tries such as Italy, Malta,
Spain and Greece have re-
peatedly asked other Eu-
ropean countries for help
caring for the people who
are rescued and brought
to their shores. Last year,
when pandemic restric-
tions made it hard to move
between countries, the
number of refugees and
migrants arriving in Eu-
rope by sea dropped to its
lowest level since 2015.

CORONAVIRUS
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- Refused major stuff in Hollywood as | wasn't
. ready to shift hase to LA: Shilpa Shetty

- MUMBALI, JuL 14 (PTI): During her 14
. year-long sabbatical from Hindi films,
. actor ShilpaShettyKundra says she was
. approached to star in a major Holly-
. wood project, which she turned down
. because she was unwilling to change
¢ gears "so drastically".

: Shilpa's last full-fledged Bol-
: lywood film was in 2007, with
+ filmmaker AnuragBasu's "Life in a
- Metro" and the Dharmendra-star-
- rer "Apne". The same year, she also
. emerged as the winner of the Brit-
. ish reality TV series "Celebrity Big
. Brother" season five, which made
. her a global figure.

: Though her Hindi film appear-
: ances became few and far between
: -- with cameos in films like "Om
* Shanti Om" and "Dostana” -- the
- actor said she kept getting "really
- good parts", including an offer from
- Hollywood.

. Shilpa, who has been more ac-
. tive on television as a judge on
. dance reality shows like "NachBaliye"
. and presently "Super Dancer", said re-
: fusing the project from Los Angeles
° wasn't a particularly hard decision as
- settling down in the US was not her "cup
- of tea".

. "My son was extremely upset with
. me because I was offered some major
. stuff even in Hollywood, but I said no to
. it. To just shift base from Mumbai and
. settle in Los Angeles is really not my cup
. of tea," the 46-year-old actor told PTI in
: an interview.

: Shilpa is married to businessman
* Raj Kundra and they have two children,
- son Viaan (nine) and daughter Samisha
- (one).

. Though the actor views it as a "great

opportunity lost", she is content work-
ing in the Hindi film industry for now,
and would switch to the other side if she
gets an opportunity after her kids are of
a certain age.

"I'm clear about what I want. I love

doing work here. It's a great opportuni-
ty lost, but I'm so happy with whatever [
have. I'd be so unhappy to just leave my
family and shift gears so drastically.

"It's too much to give and I don't
think I was ready for that. Maybe once
my kids are 15, then I would (consider)
if I still look this way!" she added.

Shilpa is set to return to the silver
screen with her latest comedy feature,
"Hungama 2". Directed by Priyadarshan,
the film is scheduled to be released on
Disney+ Hotstar on July 23.

Having made her debut at the age of
17 with the 1993 Abbas-Mustan thriller
"Baazigar”, the actor said it was a con-
scious decision to cut down on work.

"I had reached a saturation point,

which happens to a lot of artistes. After
'Life in a Metro' and ‘Apne’, people start-
ed offering me the same kind of roles.
They were not really interesting and [
stayed away and took that sabbatical,”
she said.

What also pushed her towards tak-
ing a break was her personal life.

Shilpa said she was excited to start
a new phase of her life in the late 2000s
and had decided she won't work for
some time when she has children.

"Soon after, I had Viaan. I had de-
cided when I would have my first child,
[ would dedicate all my time to the baby.
[ was told the first seven years of a child
is extremely important, they are highly
impressionable. So [ made that time. My
family was, is and will continue to be my
first priority."

The actor, whose film credits include
"Dhadkan”, "PhirMilenge" and "Dus",
said she now has carefully designed
shooting schedules.

SUPER CHIC! The actress,

Megan Fox puts on an eye-catching

display in a grey dress and red lips as she made her way to Jimmy Kimmel

Live.

MumBALJ, JuL 14 (PTI): Superstar Aamir Khan's
production house on Tuesday dismissed claims
that the crew of its upcoming movie, "Laal
Singh Chaddha", polluted a shooting location
in Ladakh. Khan is currently filming for the Ad-
vaitChandan-directorial in the union territory.

Last week, a Twitter user shared video
clips from Wakha village, Ladakh, alleging
that the crew of the

around the shooting spaces.

56-year-old actor's film
had shot a sequence at
the place but left with-
out cleaning the area
afterwards.

The video showed
used water bottles
scattered across the lo-
cation, which the user
claimed was the film-
ing area.

In a statement post-
ed on the official Twit-
ter handle of Aamir
Khan Productions, the
team denied the allega-

tion and wrote that the
filming locations are open to be verified by
the authorities.

"We believe that there are some rumours/
allegations about our location not being kept
clean. We strongly deny such claims. Our
location is always open to relevant local au-
thorities to carry out checks anytime that

we found it," the statement read.

Hanks' 1994 blockbuster "Forrest Gump".

AyushmannKhurrana-starrer

up-

Directed by Anubhuti-

they like," the note read. In the statement, the . Kashyap, the. film also stars.

. . . RakulPreet Singh and Shefali
production house stressed that its team fol- . >
e " . . . Shah, both playing doctors.
lows "strict protocols” for cleanliness in and .

The official Instagram

"We have a team which makes sure that handle of the production
the location is kept trash-free at all times. ° house .
At the end of the day there is a re-check of - ls)harzdta plCtErfh off-a tCl(?p_
the entire location. "At the end of the entire - og?};e sZtmar e first day

Junglee  Pictures

"Looks like a busy sched-

- ule for #DoctorG! Film goes
. on floors today," the caption
. read.

Khurrana, who also fea-

tures in the film as a doctor,
will be in Bhopal for over a
month-long schedule. "Doc-

tor G‘}S v}rr;tt‘e/\r; bi’l SusmitS?)X}; - on Wednesday said they wel-
ena, Vishal Vvagh, saurabh = ... .4 their first child, ababy

Bharat along with Kashyap.

.
.

MumMBAj, JuL 14 (PTI): Actor
DiaMirza and her business-

- man-husband VaibhavRekhi

Apart from "Doctor G", .

Khurrana will also be seen
in AbhishekKapoor's love
story "Chandigarh KareAas-
hiqui" and AnubhavSinha's
action-thriller "Anek". Singh,
meanwhile, also has the Ajay
Devgn directorial "Mayday"
and Indra Kumar's comedy
"Thank God" on her plate.

Shah's upcoming project -

include "Darlings", featuring
Alia Bhatt and Vijay Varma,
and the Hotstar web series
"Human".

Rajesh Tailang regains access
to Instagram account

- MUMBAI, JuL 14 (PTI): Actor
. Rajesh Tailang on Wednesday
. said he has regained control
. over his Instagram account, a
. day after it was hacked. On Tues-
. day, Tailang had informed his fans
. that someone had hacked into his
* account and was sending suspi-
schedule, we make sure that when we leave a :
location we leave it as clean, or cleaner than -

cious links to his followers.
"I think someone has hacked

. my account. Please ignore mes-

Also starring KareenKapoor Khan, Mona .
Singh and Naga Chaitanya, "Laal Singh Chad- .
dha" is the official Hindi remake of Tom .

sages and don't open any links.
Thanks," he had posted. The
actor; best known for featuring

. in critically-acclaimed shows

like "Delhi Crime", "Mirzapur"
and "Bandish Bandits", posted
another update, informing his
fans that the account was in his
control. "Instagram account is
in my control," the actor wrote,

. aanAzaadRekhi,

boy, in May.
The baby, named Avy-
was born

. prematurely on May 14 and
: is currently being cared for in
* aneonatal intensive care unit

e oo oo

(ICU), they said.
Mirza shared a moving
post about the birth of their

- son on Instagram.

"Our heartbeat, our son
AvyaanAzaadRekhi was born

. on May 14th. Having arrived

early, our little miracle has
since then been cared for by

: tireless nurses and doctors in
* the Neonatal ICU.

.

"A sudden appendec-

. tomy during my pregnancy
. and a subsequent and very

severe bacterial infection

. could have led to sepsis and

sharing a picture of himself with
* "Sanju”, said she was grate-

the caption, "What did you gain
after hacking my account?"
Tailang was recently seen in
director UmeshBist's comedy
drama "Pagglait”, co-starring
SanyaMalhotra, AshutoshRa-

)

proven to be life threaten-
ing," she wrote.

The 39-year-old actor,
known for films like "Reh-
naaHai Terre Dil Mein" and

ful for the timely care and

- intervention by their doctor

.
.
.
.

na, Shruti Sharma and Ra- .

ghubirYadav.

.
.

that ensured "the safe birth
of our baby via an emergency
C-section".

Mirza said the couple is
learning the meaning of par-

. 'Doctor G' begins production : appoypgee hirth of first child

. MumBaAl, JuL 14 (PTI): Actor
. AyushmannKhurrana's
. coming campus comedy-dra-
: ma "Doctor G" went on floors
* in Bhopal on Wednesday, the
: makKers said.

enthood from their newborn.

"And to not be afraid, and
so we humbly take the lead
from his resilience and cour-
age. We do not have enough
words to thank all those who
continue to help us live this
story of hope and faith and
create a safe, healing, nurtur-
ing space for Avyaan and L."

She said the baby will be
home soon, as his grandpar-
ents and elder sister Samaira,
Rekhi's daughter from his
first wife, yoga coach Suna-
ina, are "waiting to hold him
in their arms".

"To our well-wishers and
fans, I just want to say - your
concern has always meant a
lot to me and if it was possi-
ble to share this news before,
we would have.

"Thank you all for all the
love, light, faith and prayers.
We extend them back to ev-
eryone who is struggling to
hold on to hope right now
or is praying for a loved one.
We see you, we hear you and
together, we will get past
this time,” Mirza concluded
the note.

The couple tied the knot
on February 15 in a private
ceremony, which was at-
tended by family and close
friends.

Mirza was earlier married
to film producer SahilSangha.

Aries:

This is a time of downloading ideas and inspiration, Ar-
ies—in HD, may we add. Given that you are an action-
oriented sign, you will have no trouble setting things into
motion. What's important for the development of this
project, though, is to find a balance between the yin and
yang forces within. So, make time to traverse to subtle
realms through your mind's eye and stay open to receiv-
ing some of that cosmic intelligence. You were bom to
make it big, beautiful, and now is the time to take a step
in the right direction.

Tip: This is a ime of downloading ideas and inspiration.
Taurus:

Your life is a potpouri of colours, Taurus. You are blessed
in more ways than you can count—and it's not just ma-
terial wealth that we're talking about. What you're being
called to do today is to be grateful for this harvest, and
share it with those around you from a place of fullness.
Remember, every intention you put into the Universe will
come back to you manifold.

Tip: Sharing your harvest will make the fruits of your la-
bour sweeter.

Gemini:

Gemini, there was a time you fried to heal or fix every-
thing. There was a time you tried to play the role of the
‘parent’ in each of your relationships. But, what you are
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experiencing right now is nothing short of magical. You
are leaming the importance of giving and receiving in
equal measure and allowing others to show up for you in
a holistic manner. Remember, restoring balance within is
the secret to restoring balance without.

Tip: Allow others to show up for you in a holistic manner.
Cancer:

The earthly realm or wheel of samsara, as told by the Bud-
dhists texts, is synonymous with pain and suffering. To be
human is to sign up for experiences that may not always be
pleasant in nature. But, what does one do when they are
faced with kammic debts of the highest order? Choosing the
path of least resistance may be the only way forward. Re-
member, you do not have to do this alone. You have a sup-
portive spirit team that's working with you in each moment.
Sumrender and allow yourseff to lean on them.

Tip: Choose the path of least resistance, Cancer.

Leo:

Leo, the cards are urging you to find a balance between
the amount of time you spend indoors and the amount
of time you spend outdoors. Mother Nature wants to see
more of you so she can nurse you back to health. Engag-
ing in physical activities such as sports, yoga or tai chi is
a good way to do so. Altematively, you can take a bottle
of green juice and your favourite book to the park this
evening, and breathe in some of that good juju.

Tip: Mother Nature wants to nurse you back to health.
Virgo:

Research and study are important themes for you at this
moment. You are embracing the student life and honouring
the information that is coming through myriad sources. Alter-
natively, you could actively be looking at courses that sup-
port your growth and help you move to the next level. Don't
waste too much time going back and forth on your decisions,
though. Make a choice that feels in alignment. Know that if
you ask for a sign, you will always receive it, Virgo.

Tip: Research and study are important themes at this
moment.

Libra:

Your patron goddess Venus, who is associated with love,
beauty, art, fertility and sensuality is blessing you with her
presence today, Libra. So, open yourself to the comuco-
pia of abundance and desire that's pouring in and know
that you deserve every bit of the blessings you are at-
tracting at this moment. Do you know what will make the
harvest sweeter, though? Sharing it with those you love.
PS: Make your soul tribe a part of this celebration today.
Tip: Open yourself to the comucopia of abundance and
desire that's pouring in.

Scorpio:

Birth and fertility are important themes for you right now,
both physically and energetically. While some of you

are holding space for new ideas to come in, others are
actively calling in the energy of a child into their lives. Re-
member not to carry your past disappointments into the
present. Things didn't work out for you in a certain man-
ner at that point for a reason. But, with divine intervention,
all of that is about to change now.

Tip: Some of you could be thinking about having children.
Sagittarius:

'Be positive' is a great affimmation to tell yourself, but it
may not serve you in any way given where you are right
now. There is only one way to deal with this storm, Sag-
ittarius, and it requires you to feel your feelings in their
entirety. That's the only way to liberate yourself from their
grip today. The good thing is, you do not have to do this
alone. You have so much energetic support available to
you from the other side. So, allow yourself to lean on your
qguides.

Tip: Don't be afraid of venturing into the shadows.
Capricom:

Life in the earthly realm is a delicate balance between do-
ing and being, being and doing. Periods of creating must
be followed by periods of resting, and periods of resting
must be followed by periods of creating. Where you are
right now is the realm that lies in-between. That mysteri-
ous place where ideas begin to take form and inspiration
strikes unexpectedly. Think of yourself as an empty caul-

dron, waiting to receive this divine outpour.

Tip: You're in that mysterious place where ideas begin
to take form.

Aquarius:

It's a magical, magical day in the Aquarius HQ. You feel
like you are one with the Universe and that the Universe
is dancing the dance of life with you. This is also a won-
derful day to love and be loved, to allow your heart to
expand with love and to watch all the rough edges chip
away. You were meant to find each other in this lifetime
for a reason. So, honour this connection in a manner that
you feel called to, beaufiful.

Tip: When they're ‘the one’, you just know it.

Pisces:

We tend to think of physical and emotional wellness as
two separate things. However, the mind, body, and soul
are deeply connected. In other words, when we replace
our negative thought pattems with positive ones, our
body reflects this change. When we work on our sacred
vessel, the way we think and feel about ourselves un-
dergoes a fransformation. So, pay attention to the needs
of your body. Nurture yourself in a manner that you feel
called to today. What if we said that self-care is the secret
to inner peace and happiness?

Tip: Nurture yourself in a manner that you feel called to
today.
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