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Way forWard for any 
country is by educating 
itself more: shah rukh
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100,000 indians say ‘namaste trump’ 
and the us president ignores some 

key human rights concerns
04

Jay-Z files second lawsuit 
against ‘barbaric’ 
mississippi prison

pg 08

land for 
sale 

(urgent sale)

BL land for sale. Road site 100ft 
by 50ft at Lower Syari. Enroute 

Ranipool to Deorali via Syari. 10 
Minutes Drive from Ranipool.

Serious Buyer may contact : 83720-
77482/ 94341-36989/ 98320-82664

two years after exams, graduate and primary 
language teachers still await results 

Tshering eden
Gangtok, 27 Feb:

Nearly two years since the recruit-
ment process began for 523 posts 

of Language Teachers [Primary and 
Graduate] in Government schools, 
the results are yet to be declared. As 
rumblings abound of the state gov-
ernment’s plan to scrap the entire 
recruitment process, confusion if rife 
amongst the applicants who are con-
templating legal action if the state de-
cides to do so.

Even after the completion of the 
recruitment process in Feb 2019 it-
self, the Education Department has 
not announced the results for the 
post of 173 Graduate and 350 Prima-
ry Language Teachers. 

Sources inform that the final list 
of selected GT candidates was sub-
mitted to the then Education Min-
ister, RB Subba, for approval in Feb 
2019. However, the results were not 
declared and with the elections ap-
proaching, it was expected that the 
results would be declared after the 

polls which also did not happen. 
On the other hand, the viva voce for 

Primary Teachers are yet to be held.
The matter came to the light re-

cently when the State BJP unit raised 
it and questioned what was holding 
up the recruitment process and why 
schools were being left unattended 
and why candidates kept in a limbo.

Meanwhile, with a new govern-
ment in place, the Chairperson of Sik-
kim State Teachers Recruitment Board 
[SSTRB], which carries out the recruit-
ment process, has tendered her resig-
nation and so have other members of 
the board. 

It is now being whispered that 
there are plans afoot to scrap the re-
cruitment process and begin afresh 
which has not gone down well with 
the applicants. Many of the GT and 
PRT candidates are already working 
on ad-hoc basis and have lost a con-
siderable number of years waiting for 
regularization or an opportunity to ac-
quire a regular post. 

Speaking to Summit Times, Ad-

ditional Secretary and Nodal Officer, 
Public Relations & Publicity, Education 
Department, Bhim Thatal, said that the 
department is looking into the matter 
and will take a decision “in a few days.” 

Meanwhile another HRD official 
said that a group of around 150 can-
didates are threatening to go to court 
regarding this matter. He also said that 
since the state government has not of-
ficially scrapped the recruitment pro-
cess, there is no case as of now.

The Sikkim State Teachers Recruit-
ment Board [SSTRB] had conducted 
written exams for the posts of Primary 
Teacher [Languages] on 26 Aug 2018, 
Post Graduate Teacher [Languages] on 
04 Nov 2018 and Graduate Teacher 
[Languages] on 25 Nov 2018.

For the 49 posts of Post Graduate 
Teachers, 344 candidates appeared for 
the written exams out of whom 104 
candidates were shortlisted for the viva 
voce and thereafter, the final 49 can-
didates were selected and have since 
joined duty in schools across the state. 

It is pertinent to mention here that 

the 49 PGT vacancies were for Limboo, 
Bhutia and Lepcha languages. Mean-
while, on 07 Feb 2020 the Education de-
partment announced vacancies for the 
post of PGT in Nepali on ad-hoc basis. 

For the 350 posts of Primary 
Teachers, 2,064 appeared for the writ-
ten exams while for the 173 posts of 
Graduate Teachers, 1,092 candidates 
appeared for the written exam. 

For the post of Graduate Teach-
er, 419 candidates were shortlisted 
for viva voce out of which 173 were 
selected. 

It may be mentioned that for Pri-
mary Teacher [Languages], there are 
72 posts in Bhutia, 76 in Limboo, 73 in 
Lepcha, 06 in Newar, 20 in Gurung, 21 
in Tamang, 13 in Sherpa, 12 in Manger, 
05 in Mukhia and 52 in Rai languages. 

For Graduate Teacher [Languages], 
there are 20 posts in Bhutia, 17 in Lim-
boo, 35 in Lepcha and 101 in Nepali. 

For Post Graduate Teacher [Lan-
guages], there were 14 posts in 
Bhutia, 16 in Limboo and 19 in Lep-
cha languages. 

Petitioners condemn 
SummitTimes’ use of 

“nonlocal” tag to describe 
pre-1969 Darbar employees

summiT reporT
Gangtok, 27 Feb:

Petitioners who re-
cently won a High 

Court verdict in their fa-
vour and succeeded in 
quashing the State gov-
ernment’s discrimina-
tory application of Cer-
tificate of Identification 
rules, today condemned 
the use of terms “non-lo-
cal” and “non-Sikkimese” 
while referring to those 
who were in government 
service in Sikkim on or 
before 1969. [read “HC 
strikes down ‘discrim-
inatory’ application of 
COI rules” published in 
SummitTimes issue dat-
ed 27 Feb, 2020]

The case refers to 
the issuance of COIs to 
children of those who 
were in government ser-
vice on or before 1969 
[a practice which began 
in 1976] and how this 
rule has been arbitrarily 
interpreted by the state 
administration heaping 
denials on descendents 
of such government ser-
vants. 

The High Court of 
Sikkim on 20 Feb 2020 
quashed subsequent no-
tifications and circulars 
issued by the State Gov-
ernment and ordered 
that all future genera-
tions of such government 

servants be issued COIs 
[the administration had 
stopped issuing COIs to 
the third generation] and 
that such documents be 
take at par with other COIs 
[these were being issued 
“only for employment”].

Speaking to Summit-
Times, a petitioner in the 
case, whose father was 
a pre-1969 government 
servant, highlighted that 
their parents would have 
qualified to be included 
in the Sikkim Subjects 
Register but because they 
were in Darbar Service 
and posted at different lo-
cations and some because 
of their own carelessness, 
never did so.

In effect then, they 
were “local” Sikkimese, 
he stressed.

It may be added here 
that Sikkim Subject rules 
of the time also allowed 
for those in Darbar Ser-
vice to become Sikkim 
Subjects after ten years 
of continuous service or 
on being recognized for 
meritorious service [and 
many of them were so 
recognized]. 

A clutch of 22 chil-
dren and grandchildren 
of such government ser-
vants had approached 
the High Court in 2016 
seeking that the arbitrary 
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row over timing of transfer of hC judge muralidhar; 
Centre calls it ‘routine’, ‘shameful’ says Congress

namchi faces acute water 
shortage for 11 days

Supply to be 
restored in 
next 2 days 
summiT reporT
Gangtok, 27 Feb:

People of Namchi 
have been suffering 

from acute water supply 
shortage for the past 11 
days due to damage to 
water pipelines. The PHE 
Department has said that 
water supply will be re-

stored in the next two days.
Around 400 mtrs of 

water supply pipeline 
[DI 200mm] lying over a 
sinking area at Ben Pekku 
was damaged and is being 
replaced by HDPE pipes. 
The alignment is also be-
ing changed under the 
supervision of JE, PHE De-
partment, Sonam Karthak. 

According to the JE, 
it will take another two 
days to restore normal 
water supply to Namchi.

State University in pathetic 
condition, allege students

Transport Dept temp employees 
proposal to review their appointments

summiT reporT
Gangtok, 27 Feb: 

Temporary employ-
ees under Transport 

Department arrived at 
Tashiling Secretariat 
here on Thursday to reg-
ister their protest against 
the proposal of the De-
partment to review the 
appointment of tem-
porary employees ap-
pointed between 2014-
19 and terminate ap-
pointments where laid 
down procedure may 
not have been followed.

This proposal had 

surfaced on social me-
dia networks and led to 
much speculation and 
consternation. A Trans-
port Department note 
sheet in this regard was 
uploaded on some Face-
book pages yesterday 
and soon went viral.

Today, more than 
a hundred temporary 
employees of Transport 
Department gathered at 
Tashiling Secretariat to 
meet Transport Minister, 
Sanjeet Kharel, and voice 
their misgivings about 
this latest development. 

It is informed that a 
delegation met the Min-
ister for a short time be-
fore he left for a Cabinet 
meeting. 

Speaking to media 
persons, the protesting 
employees stressed that 
the proposal in question 
should be taken back 
immediately. 

“We have requested 
the Minister to withdraw 
the proposal and received 
a positive assurance from 
him so we are hopeful for 
a positive result. 
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New Delhi, Feb 27 (PTI): A row 
erupted on Thursday over the tim-
ing of the transfer of Delhi High 
Court judge Justice S Muralidhar, 
who had slammed the police for 
not registering a case against three 
BJP leaders for their alleged hate 
speeches, as the Congress said 
the “midnight” notification was 
“shameful” and the Centre accused 
the opposition party of politicising 
a “routine” shift.

The Union Law Ministry on 
Wednesday night issued three sep-
arate notifications for the transfer 
of Justice Muralidhar and two oth-
er judges--Justice Ranjit Vasantrao 
More of the Bombay High Court and 
Justice Ravi Vijay Kumar Malimath 
of the Karnataka High Court. Justice 
Muralidhar was transferred to the 
Punjab and Haryana High Court.

The notifications said Presi-

dent Ram Nath Kovind approved 
the transfers after consulting the 
Chief Justice of India.

They came on a day when 
a bench headed by Justice Mu-
ralidhar, the third senior-most 
judge in the Delhi High Court, 
expressed “anguish” over Delhi 
Police’s failure to register FIRs 
against alleged hate speeches by 
BJP leaders Parvesh Verma, Kapil 
Mishra and Anurag Thakur in con-
nection with the protests against 
the new Citizenship law.

Union Law Minister Ravi Shan-
kar Prasad said Justice Muralidhar 
was transferred on the recommen-
dation of the Supreme Court Collegi-
um and accused the opposition par-
ty of politicising a routine transfer. 
He added that a “well-settled pro-
cess” was followed in the transfer.

At the BJP party briefing, senior 

leader and union minister Prakash 
Javadekar said the transfer was in 
line with the recommendation of 
the Collegium. The recommenda-
tion was made on February 12.

The Congress alleged that the 
transfer of Justice Muralidhar was 
aimed at saving some BJP leaders 
in the Delhi violence case and ex-
posed the government’s “intimida-
tion and vendetta politics” against 
the judiciary.

Congress leader Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra accused the govern-
ment of making attempts to “muz-
zle” justice and “break people’s 
faith in an upright judiciary”.

“The midnight transfer of Jus-
tice Muralidhar isn’t shocking 
given the current dispensation, 
but it is certainly sad and shame-
ful,” she tweeted.

turn to pg 02

sagar CheTTri
Gangtok, 27 Feb: 

A section of students 
from Sikkim State 

University have ex-
pressed their deep dis-
satisfaction over the 
present condition of the 
university. They allege 
that even after two years 
of its establishment, 
the university still lacks 
proper faculties, man-
power, infrastructures 
and other facilities which 
a university should be 
provided with as per the 
UGC norms. 

Addressing a press 
conference here today, a 
Nepali department stu-
dent, Aruna Chettri men-
tioned that the university 
was inaugurated by the 
then Education Minis-
ter, RB Subba on 24 Au-
gust 2018 with two de-
partments of Nepali and 
Sanskrit. 

The Minister and 
senior officials had an-
nounced that ten more 
departments would im-
mediately be started in 

the university but that 
has not happened, she 
said. There has been no 
progress since the uni-
versity’s inauguration 
and the two departments 
it has are also not func-
tioning smoothly.

A Sanskrit depart-
ment student, Narayan 
Gautam demanded that 
the university should be 
run as a full-fledged uni-
versity as per the UGC 
norms and guidelines 
and not from just a few 
rooms. The university 
still lacks professors, 
other staff, library and 
other facilities as per the 
UGC norms, he said. 

The university only 
has a Vice-Chancellor and 
does not have the Control-
ler, Registrar and Finance 
Officer, he stated. 

“The first batch of 
post graduate students in 
Nepali and Sanskrit will 
pass out this year and 
who will be responsible 
if their degree is not rec-
ognized?” he questioned.

turn to pg 02

Shops shut, eerie 
calm prevails in 
riot-hit areas of 
northeast Delhi
New Delhi, Feb 27 (PTI): 
Sporadic violence was re-
ported from riot-hit areas 
in northeast Delhi, even 
as an eerie calm prevailed 
across the neighbour-
hoods in Jaffarabad, Mau-
jpur, Chandbagh, Gokulpu-
ri and surrounding areas, 
with the death toll reach-
ing 32 on Thursday.

Most shops were 
closed with their shut-
ters bearing marks of the 
violence that it had wit-
nessed over the last few 
days and people chose to 
stay indoors.

National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval had 
visited these neighbour-
hoods a day earlier to 
calm sentiments and also 
reassured people that 
the security forces were 
standing by them.

As police conducted 
flag marches and securi-
ty personnel spread out 
across the northeastern 
edge of the national capi-
tal in a bid to quell the vio-
lence raging since Sunday.
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335

 
~ SummitTIMES ~
Classifieds

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

LosT
NAME : PINKI RAWAT
D/O : Ram Chandra Rawat.
Address : Jorethang, South Sikkim.
Lost : BA Degree Certificate while travelling be-
tween Jorethang to Namchi on few days ago.
Lost GD Entry NO.264 JPS at Jorethang Police Sta-
tion on 26.02.2020.

and discriminatory rules extended to them be 
quashed. On 20 Feb, they won.

The petitioners are upset with the use of the term 
“nonlocal,” arguing that even the Court has attached 
no such description to them and has in fact upheld 
their claim of being locals.

They also pointed out that local-nonlocal being 
a sensitive and emotive issue in Sikkim, use of such 
qualifiers in the report was irresponsible and also 
arguably misleading.

“We are genuine COI-holders,” a petitioner pointed out, 
adding that it was intentional denials by some in the bu-
reaucracy which limited the scope and status of their COIs, 
something which the High Court has now corrected.

petitioners condemn...

Likewise, another Nepali department student, 
Naresh Bista alleged that there has been no fol-
low up or guidance from the State Government. 
He mentioned that even the Vice-Chancellor, GK 
Niroula does not have full authority and support 
to run the university. 

He informed that students who have passed 
three semesters are yet to receive original mark-
sheets and certificates. 

Students have written to the previous and 
present government, Education Ministers and Ed-
ucation Department but no action has been initi-
ated to resolve these issues, said Mr Bista.

He further informed that many students have left 
the university which is now left with only 46 students.

State University...

The Delhi Fire Service received 19 calls from mid-
night to 8 am on Thursday from the riot-hit areas, Di-
rector of Delhi Fire Service Atul Garg said.

Over 100 firemen are deployed in the area and all 
the four fire stations in the area are provided with ex-
tra fire tenders to meet any emergency and are being 
managed by senior officers, he said.

Senior officers are also camping in the riot-affect-
ed areas, he added.

shops shut...

We and our families still have hope and belief in the 
Chief Minister,” he said.

Following today’s incident, the government has 
also issued strict directions to government employees 
against leaking government documents.

A Circular issued by the Department of Personnel 
Principal Secretary today warns that “henceforth, if 
any Government is found to have been circulated by 
anyone from the Department of Personnelon purpose 
or it gets leaked under his/ her Charge even unwit-
tingly, the concerned Government employee will be 
held responsible…”

The Circular warns of disciplinary proceedings 
and stringent action against such personnel on being 
found guilty.

The Circular opens with the observation that con-
fidential documents are being photographed either 
by DoP personnel or people from outside are being 
allowed to do so and that when these are circulated 
on social media bereft of context and sometime pre-
maturely, the Department and officers are subjected 
to unfair criticism.

“Such action is unbecoming of a Government employee 
and it has been viewed seriously,” the Circular states.

Transport dept...

Taking a dig at the government over what he called 
Muralidhar’s “sudden” transfer, former Congress chief 
Rahul Gandhi tweeted, “Remembering the brave Judge 
Loya, who wasn’t transferred.”

Special CBI judge B H Loya, who was hearing the 
high-profile Sohrabuddin Sheikh fake encounter case, 
died in alleged mysterious circumstances on Decem-
ber 1, 2014.

At a press conference on the issue of Justice Mu-
ralidhar’s transfer, Congress chief spokesperson Ran-
deep Surjewala alleged that the BJP government was 
“waging a battle of revenge” against the judiciary. He 
called the transfer a classic case of “hit-and-run injus-
tice” by the government.

The judge who reminded the government of its 
‘raj dharma’ and initiated and directed action against 
the BJP leaders making inflammatory statements was 
transferred overnight from the Delhi High Court, he said.

Hitting back at the Congress over the allegations, 
Law Minister Prasad said, “By politicising a routine 
transfer, Congress has yet again displayed its scant re-
gard for the judiciary.”

“Transfer of Hon’ble Justice Muralidhar was done 
pursuant to the recommendation dated February 12 
of the Supreme Court collegium headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India,” Prasad said in a series of tweets.

He said a judge’s consent is taken before transfer-
ring him or her.

Continuing his attack on the opposition party, 
Prasad said the people of India have rejected the Con-
gress and “hence it is hell bent on destroying the very in-
stitutions India cherishes by constantly attacking them”.

Referring to a tweet by Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on the death of Judge Loya, the Union minister 
said the Loya judgement had been well-settled by the 
Supreme Court.

“Those raising questions do not respect the judg-
ment of the apex court pronounced after elaborate ar-
guments. Does Rahul Gandhi consider himself above 
even the Supreme Court,” he asked.

Prasad also said the government respects the in-
dependence of the judiciary.

He said the party which is the “private property of 
one family” has no right to lecture about objectionable 
speeches.

“The family and its cronies have routinely used the 
harshest words against the Courts, the Army, the CAG, 
the PM and the people of India.”

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot asked the 
Centre what message it was trying to convey by trans-
ferring Justice Muralidhar.

“What message is central government trying to 
give by transferring Justice Muralidhar, who showed 
his resentment against police inaction during Delhi vi-
olence and in failure of police to act against BJP lead-
ers for their hate speeches,” Gehlot tweeted.

The CPI(M) said Justice S Muralidhar’s transfer 
was a “selective response” to his court order.

The Left party demanded the government keep 
the transfer order in abeyance to reinforce the confi-
dence of the people in the judicial system.

“Post-haste implementation appears to be a se-
lective response for what unfolded in the Delhi High 
Court yesterday.  

row over...

MYM Gangtok installs Sanitary 
Napkin Vending Machine at Ralep

South District Task Force 
on immunization meets

BJp sikkim’s Jan sampark 
Abhiyan reaches Rinchenpong

summiT reporT
Gangtok, 27 Feb: 

A delegation of Bhara-
tiya Janata Party Sik-

kim Pradesh led by the 
state president, DB Chau-
han interacted with peo-
ple of Rinchenpong con-
stituency in West Sikkim 
under its Jan Sampark 
Abhiyan on Thursday. 

In the first phase of 
the programme, people 
from different villages of 
Rinchenpong constitu-
ency placed their issues 
and grievances to the BJP 
state president during a 
meeting at Pareng Gaon, 
Jhusingthang, informs a 
BJP press release. 

The release adds that 
people complained about 
bad road conditions, partial-
ity in the distribution of gov-

ernment benefits under the 
previous government, vic-
timization and other issues.

Mr Chauhan assured 
to provide justice by taking 
their issues to the concerned 
department and further di-
rected the party workers to 

work on these issues.
The release informs 

that after the meeting, the 
delegation visited Soreng 
sub-division office and 
apprised SDM [Soreng], 
Hemant Rai about issues 
and grievances of the peo-

ple. It is added that SDM 
took all suggestions pos-
itively and assured to re-
solve all issues.

On the occasion, Ru-
ben Rai was elected as 
the CLC president for Da-
ramdin constituency.

summiT reporT
Gangtok, 27 Feb:

Marwari Yuva Manch 
Prerna Branch-Gang-

tok under Paschim Ben-
gal Sikkim Marwari Yuva 
Manch installed the 
fourth Sanitary Napkin 
Vending Machine at Ra-
lep Government Second-
ary School today, a press 
release informs.

School Headmaster 
along with Zila Adhyak-
sha, Sharmila Chettri, 
were amongst those 

present for the instal-
lation programme. The 
teachers and children 
were briefed about the 
Vending Machine and 
its use. A small talk on 
menstrual hygiene was 
also given along with an 
awareness program on 
Tuberculosis. 

Dr Nirmal Gurung 
from State TB Cell, Stars 
of Hope, Director, Bikash 
Thapa was especially 
present on the occasion. 
Dr Nirmal made the 

students aware about 
Tuberculosis, what it is 
and how to prevent its 
spread. He also high-
lighted the importance 
of healthy lifestyle, 
good food habits and 
staying away from sub-
stance abuse.

The Headmaster and 
Zilla Adhyaksha appre-
ciated the efforts of La-
dies Wing of Marwari 
Yuva Manch for con-
ducting such program in 
their school.

Namchi, 27 Feb (IPR): 
District Task Force Im-
munization meeting un-
der the chairmanship of 
DC (South), Ragul K was 
held at DAC, Namchi to-
day. The program was at-
tended by CMO (South), 
Dr S Rai, DRCHO (South), 
Dr Junita Rai alongside 
officials from health and 
other departments.

The agenda for this 

meeting was to deliberate 
on National Deworming 
Day. This day will be ob-
served on 03 March 2020 
and is aimed for age group 
of 01–19 years old children 
and adult. They will be ad-
ministered tablet Albenda-
zole in school under the su-
pervision of nodal teacher.

Pupils who have not 
been enrolled in schools 
and falls under this age 

bracket will also be giv-
en the tablet at the vari-
ous Anganwadi Centers 
(AWC) and children who 
has been left out will also 
be given the tablet on 
mop up day which falls 
on 12 March.

The meeting also saw 
in-depth discussion on 
Maternal, Child Death 
and Still birth review and 
also on PC- PNDT.

West District Task Force 
for Immunization meets

Gyalshing, 27 Feb (IPR): 
The coordination meet-
ing of District Task Force 
for Immunization (DTFI) 
under District Hospital, 
Gyalshing was held today 
at the chamber of SD-
M(HQ), Tushar G Nikhare 
at District Administra-
tion Centre, Rabdentse, 
West Sikkim.

The meeting had the 
presence of SDM (HQ), 
Tushar G Nikhare; Addl 
Director-Cum- DRCHO, 
Dr Anusha Lama, West; 
Dy Director, HRDD, SK 
Allay; CDPO, HB Shanker; 
DPMU, Digam Gurung 
and other Officials.

Dr Anusha Lama de-
scribing the agendas of 
the program informed 
that the meeting of DTFI 
is held every month in 
the district and the meet-
ing is a platform to share 
ideas and have proper 
co-ordination amongst 
the Governmental De-
partments involved for 
executing the upcoming 
programme successfully. 

Following are the 
upcoming events of Dis-
trict Hospital Gyalshing 
(DHG):

1. National Deworm-
ing Day (NDD)

As informed by DHG, 
03 Mar, 2020 will be 
observed as NDD in the 
state and the Mop- Up 
round will be on 12 Mar, 
2020. All the children’s 
from 1–18 years of age 
can avail the benefit of 
NDD in above mention 
dates.

2. Human Papilloma 
virus (HPV)

HPV vaccination is 
mostly for the prevention 
of cervical cancer for the 
girl child from 9-15 years 
of age. As per the infor-
mation 98% of the said 
age group population 
has been covered in the 
district till date and the 
remaining will be vacci-
nated soon.

3. COVID-19
Dr. Lama informed 

that the Corona Virus dis-
ease 2019 or COVID-19 
is an infectious disease 
caused by SARS-CoV-2, 
a virus closely related 
to the SARS virus. The 
disease is the cause of 
the 2019–20 coronavi-
rus outbreak. It is pri-
marily spread between 
people by small droplets 
from infected individu-
als when they breathe 
or cough. Time from 
exposure to onset of 
symptoms is generally 
between 2 and 14 days. 
Hand washing, maintain-
ing distance from people 
who are coughing, and 
not touching one’s face is 
recommended to prevent 
the disease. It is recom-
mended to cover one’s 
nose and mouth with a 
bent elbow when cough-
ing. 

In addition, she said 
that the District hos-
pital, Gyalshing is fully 
equipped to tackle any 
suspected cases in rela-
tion to Corona Virus and 
any person showing the 
symptoms of Corona Vi-
rus may be immediately 
brought to the hospital 
for treatment.

Gor School holds year’s first parents meeting 
WangChuK BhuTia
Mangan, 27 Feb: 

The first parents meet-
ing of 2020 was con-

ducted at Gor Secondary 
school in Lower Dzongu, 
North Sikkim, today. The 
meeting was chaired by Zil-
la member, Tshering Gyatso 
Lepcha in the presence of 
panchayat members, par-
ents and school staff.  

The headmistress of 
the school, Tseten Lhamu 
Lepcha highlighted the 
academic performance of 
the previous year.

Also in the meeting 
today, the new School 

Managing Committee has 
been formed under the 
presidentship of Mikmar 
Lepcha after dissolving 
former SMCs.  

The Zilla member 
urged all the SMCs and 
parents to work in coor-

dination with the school 
staff for the smooth func-
tioning of the school and 
improvement of students 
in academics. 

Also on the day, the 
new school captains 
were nominated.

International 
workshop on 
‘Preservation 
and Promotion 
of Sowa-Rigpa 
in Asia’ 
Gangtok, 27 Feb (PIB): 
The Central Council for 
Research in Ayurvedic 
Sciences (CCRAS), Min-
istry of AYUSH, is orga-
nizing an international 
workshop on ‘Preserva-
tion and Promotion of 
Sowa-Rigpa in Asia’ at 
Gangtok, Sikkim on 28 
and 29 Feb, 2020. 

The workshop is 
scheduled to be inau-
gurated by Minister of 
Health & Family Welfare 
and Department of So-
cial Justice & Welfare, Dr 
Mani Kumar Sharma, in 
the presence of dignitar-
ies including Minister of 
Animal Husbandry & Vet-
erinary Services, Agricul-
ture, Information & Pub-
lic Relations and Printing 
& Stationery, Lok Nath 
Sharma; Joint Secretary, 
Roshan Jaggi, Ministry 
of AYUSH; Director Gen-
eral, Prof Vaidya KS Dhi-
man, CCRAS; Director, 
Tashi Densapa, Namgyal 
Institute of Tibetolo-
gy; Dr Shriprakash, In-
charge-RARI, Gangtok 
and other eminent inter-
national experts.        

The workshop is envi-
sioned to share practical 
experiences, informa-
tion and knowledge on 
a number of key issues 
around ‘Sowa Rigpa’ in-
cluding information on 
regulations and the use 
of Sowa Rigpa in National 
Healthcare System. 

Apart from these, the 
workshop also aims to 
explore other aspects in-
cluding affordability, ac-
cessibility and availabili-
ty of Sowa Rigpa. 

The broader objec-
tives of the workshop 
include developing an 
international platform 
for preservation, promo-
tion and scientific val-
idation of Sowa-Rigpa, 
to develop coordination 
among Sowa-Rigpa prac-
ticing Institutions for So-
wa-Rigpa education and 
research, to share the 
research findings on So-
wa-Rigpa and to develop 
a close link between So-
wa-Rigpa Institutions of 
various countries.

Sowa Rigpa is for-
mally recognized and 
promoted as traditional 
medical system by the 
Government of India.
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The family members of the Late Pasang Lhamu Ethenpa wish to sincere-
ly thank, where words cannot express our deep gratitude for the out-
pouring of support during our period of grieving. To one and all who 
visited our house, attended the funeral which undoubtedly provided us 
with huge strength. The cards and the flowers sent were beautiful. Your 
kindness touched our hearts and lifted us up. Your thoughtfulness will 
never be forgotten.

Our special thanks goes to most of the retired aged teachers of PN 
Girls Senior Secondary  School who visited us as well as attended funeral 
of our beloved “ Mummy”. Our thanks also goes to the Principal, facul-
ty members & the students of PN Girls Senior Secondary School, Gang-
tok  and above all, we thank President & the members of PNGites for 
their soothing going heavenly abode tribute and singing favorite school 
songs loved by our Late Mummy. Pasang Guruma always had her heart 
attached to this beloved school, staff and the students. Our Mummy’s 
49th Day death ceremony ( Kutse Shegu ) falls on 1st April 2020 & will 
be held at Ethenpa Villa, Lower Tadong, Gangtok.

Mr. Menla T. Ethenpa, Dr. Sonam T. Ethenpa ( Sons )
Mrs. Tshering Pem Ethenpa, Mrs. Chunki Bhutia ( Daughter-in-laws )

Mrs. Diki Y. Ethenpa, Ms. Chopel Ethenpa, Mrs. 
Sangay Pema Ethenpa ( Daughters )

Mr. Karma Chankapa, Mr. Pemba Lama ( Son-in-laws ) 
& host of Grand Children  & Great-Grand Children

GRATITUDEChhotelal Prasad felicitated 
by AIKKKA in Bhopal

Agri Minister meets Ayush officials

Green Tara outshoots 
Pemayangtse Dapen

mega naturopathy camp at ayush hospital on friday
summiT reporT
Gangtok, 27 Feb: 

A daylong ‘Mega Na-
turopathy Camp’ on 

the theme, ‘Self Reliance 
through Self Health Reli-
ance,’ will be held at AYUSH 
Hospital in Socheykgang, 
East Sikkim on Friday. 

The camp is being or-
ganized by the National 
Institute of Naturopathy, 
Pune, in association with 
Greenwoods, Darjeel-
ing, as part of Mahatma 
Gandhi’s 150th birth an-
niversary celebrations.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
Greenwoods Secretary, 
Dr M Sarju, informed 
that among the high-
lights of the camp will 
be naturopathy consulta-
tions, health counseling, 
seminar and awareness 
lectures on nature cure, 
yoga and nutrition by na-

turopaths and experts. 
The camp will also 

include an exhibition on 
Mahatma Gandhi and his 
links with nature care, 
display of spinning wheel 

[Charkha], screening of 
films, free distribution 
on health snacks and 
live cooking sessions on 
healthy food made out of 
millets and other activi-

ties, he informed. 
He mentioned that 

the camp was open for all 
from 9 AM to 4 PM.

Dr Sarju mentioned that 
naturopathy was mainly 

about preventive and well-
ness aspects. He stressed 
upon the need of diet, food 
and lifestyle modifications.

Medical Officer 
Greenwoods, Dr Sathwik, 
in turn mentioned that 
the camp was part of the 
ongoing year-long cele-
bration of the 150th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi in the country. 

He mentioned that 
Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th 
birth anniversary is being 
celebrated by the Ministry 
of AYUSH in the spirit of 
gratitude and inspiration to 
his contribution to humani-
ty for promoting and prac-
ticing non-violence, nature 
cure, sanitation and health. 

“A total of 150 such 
camps are being orga-
nized in the country on 
the occasion and this 
camp at Gangtok is one 
of them,” he said. 

Gangtok, 27 Feb (IPR): 
Minister for Agriculture, 
Lok Nath Sharma had a 
brief meeting with the 
Joint Secretary, Ministry 
of AYUSH, Government 
of India, Roshan Jaggi, 
Director General, Central 
Council for Research in 
Ayurvedic Sciences, Prof. 
KS Dhiman and officials 
from the Ministry in a 
local hotel in the capital, 
this evening. 

The delegates from 
the Union Ministry have 
arrived here in the State 
to attend an “Interna-
tional Workshop on 
Preservation of Sowa 

Rigpa in Asia” to be 
held at Chintan Bhawan, 
Gangtok, on 28 Feb.

Minister Sharma in-
formed that the State 
of Sikkim is completely 
dedicated to implement 
all the schemes and pro-
grammes of the Gov-
ernment of India. The 
state will leave no stone 
unturned to double the 
income of the farmers in 
the state.

Minister Sharma also 
shared about the medic-
inal potential in the Hi-
malayan region of Sikkim 
and urged the Ministry 
for the establishment of 

a Pharmacy institute of 
Herbal Medicinal plants 
to ensure optimum ben-
efits to the farmers from 
the available medicinal 
resources with value 
addition. 

During the discus-
sion, officials from the 
Ministry appreciated the 
planning and assured to 
extend all possible sup-
port for development of 
AYUSH components in 
the State of Sikkim.

Minister also offered 
traditional khada to the 
officials and accorded 
warm welcome to the 
state of Sikkim.

Lingi Payong HM attends National 
Conference on school Leadership

manav milan nepal Keshari 
founder completes sikkim tour

SAATHI off-site training 
camp at Assam Lingzey

Uttarey’s Titanic Park in need of sprucing-up
rudra KaushiK
Gyalshing, 27 Feb: 

The residents of Ut-
tarey in West Sikkim 

have raised concern over 
the worsening condition 
of the Titanic Park devel-
oped in the bazaar area. 

This facility, devel-
oped as a cafeteria to 
supplement the tourism 
infrastructure at Uttarey 
sits in utter disrepair and 
residents are demand-

ing that the Tourism De-
partment take notice and 
save the infrastructure 
from complete ruination. 

Once a popular draw 
among visitors, the facility 
now stands defaced and in 
dire need of renovation. 

Karuna Rai, who runs 
the cafeteria on lease, 
and has had some run-
ins with some locals over 
the upkeep, insists that 
she has in fact spruced 

up the facility since she 
took it on lease.

She did, however, 
complain about lack of 
proper sanitation at the 
park, degrading condi-
tions of the park and de-
creasing income due to 
low tourist arrivals. 

She also informed 
that seepage makes it dif-
ficult to keep the restau-
rant operational during 
monsoons. 

summiT reporT
Gangtok, 27 Feb:

Headmaster of Gov-
ernment Secondary 

School Lingi Payong, 
Suraj Kumar Sharma, 
South Sikkim participat-
ed in a National Confer-
ence on Leadership for 
Quality Improvement in 
Schools at India Habitat 
Centre, New Delhi on 27 
Feb, 2020. The inaugural 
ceremony was attended 
by Secretary MHRD, Amit 
Khare and Prof NV Ver-
ghese, Vice Chancellor, 
NIEPA as chief guest. 

The conference was 
organised by National 
Centre for School Lead-
ership (NCSL) situated at 
National Institute of Educa-
tional, Planning and Admin-

istration (NIEPA) New Delhi. 
Mr Sharma spoke on 

the leadership practices 
at Lingi Payong school 
with the help of a case 
study on the theme of 
school leadership to-
wards building effective 
partnership with com-
munity for improving 
student learning through 
poster presentation. 

Fifty participants 
from various states 
showcased their leader-

ship practices through 
PowerPoint presenta-
tion, video documentary 
and poster presentation. 

The conference in-
tends to bring together 
a academician and prac-
titioners in the area of 
school leadership and 
endeavours to provide a 
platform for sharing of 
new practices, innova-
tions, perspectives and 
experiences in the field 
of school leadership. 

summiT reporT
Gangtok, 27 Feb:

Sikkim Against Addic-
tion Towards Healthy 

India (SAATHI 2.0), or-
ganized its fourth offsite 
training camp on life skills 
for students of eleven gov-
ernment schools of Sikkim 
from 25-26 Feb, 2020, a 
press release informs. 

There were a total of 
108 students from the 
Government Senior Sec-
ondary Schools of Mod-
ern, Enchey, Rangpo, 
Yangang, Deorali Girls, 
Samdong, Singtam, Bar-
dang, Majhitar, Ahopul 
Kisan and Lower Syari. 

As an ongoing en-

deavor to curb drug 
abuse amongst school 
age children, SAATHI 
conducts these residen-
tial camps at SICUN, As-
sam Lingzey, East Sikkim. 
The students are accom-
panied by Teacher Coor-
dinators of the respec-
tive schools and also the 
SAATHI Project team.

Over the three days 
of the camp, various ses-
sions related to life skills 
was conducted which in-
cluded Decision making, 
Problem Solving, Critical 
Thinking; Coping with 
stress and emotion; Com-
munication & Time Man-
agement; Interpersonal 

Relationship & Team 
Management and Ca-
reer guidance. The other 
activities included Sto-
ry-telling session, team 
building sessions, plan-
ning sessions, physical 
training and talent hunt.

The camp saw a pos-
itive response from the 
students and they also 
pledged to be peer ed-
ucators and help the 
greater cause of fight-
ing substance abuse in 
their respective schools. 
The next off site training 
camp will be held from 
02 to 04 March at SICUN, 
Assam Lingzey, the re-
lease mentions.

summiT reporT
Gangtok, 27 Feb: 

Green Tara, Gangtok, 
is through to the next 

round of the 19th Chief 
Minister’s Gold Cup Ar-
chery Tournament [Com-
pound] underway here 
at the Archery Shooting 
Range at Tenzing Namg-
yal Memorial Ground in 

Tathangchen. 
In a match played on 

Thursday, Green Tara out-
played Pemayangtse Dap-
en of West Sikkim 45-13.

The next match of 
the tournament will be 
played between Veterans 
Phuentsholing of Bhutan 
and Sichey Mavericks of 
East Sikkim on Friday. 

summiT reporT
Rangpo, 27 Feb:

Founder of Manav Mi-
lan Nepal Keshari, Dr 

Manibhadra Muniji Ma-
haraj, and Virag Muni ji 
Maharaj, have completed 
a 21-day tour of Sikkim 
and are scheduled to re-
turn on 28 February.  

Followers of Bhag-
wan Mahavir Swami, the 
duo is travelling by foot 
spreading the message of 
Mahavir Swami. 

Earlier, Governor 
Ganga Prasad had wel-
comed Dr Manibhadra 
Muniji Maharaj at Rang-
po on 07 Feb.

summiT reporT
Gangtok, 20 Feb:

Chhotelal Prasad, the 
president of Sik-

kim Aam Bihari Kalyan 
Manch, was today fe-
licitated for his service 
by the All  India Kalwar, 

Kalar, Kalal Association 
at Bhopal in Madhya 
Pradesh on the occasion 
of its 5th Foundation 
Day celebrations. The 
organisation feted Mr 
Prasad with the Vishist 
Sewa Samman.
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Language and Religion 
Don’t an Indian Make

Unfortunately, chauvinism is 
becoming increasingly commonplace

Delhi burns. Protest against a disturbing ploy to 
upend the Constitution and segregate by religion 

which refugees get to become Indian citizens was 
continuously painted as a communal response when it 
was in fact the trigger which was born from disgusting 
Islamophobia. Distressingly, it was a political party 
which has the responsibility to run the country which 
was peddling this dangerous argument and it was its 
constant teasing of communal instincts which unleashed 
the demon that haunts parts of Delhi now. Let us get the 
Delhi episode out of the way first. Support or protest 
against a government decision is valid and need to be 
supported, even encouraged. What cannot be condoned 
is a position which protests another group’s right to 
protest or demands that they be removed from their 
protest sites. This, unfortunately, is what the BJP and its 
warped leaders screamed from public address systems 
in Delhi and instigated the madness that resulted. The 
latest instance had CAA as a cause, but the real problem 
is with the mindset which believes that only its version 
of nationalism and now even nationality is correct.

Remember the time when an MLA belonging to a 
party which wears Hindutva on its sleeves remarked 
that those in India who do not say Bharat Mata Ki 
Jai are Pakistanis. He was not the first to draw such a 
conclusion and there have been many from his ilk who 
draw this parallel and air it with a shallow ignorance and 
dangerous conviction to rabid applause. And then there 
was former army chief, since elevated, who exposed his 
inadequacies on the secular front when he praised the 
Indian-ness of Arunachalis because they spoke shudh 
Hindi. Wonder whether his rating of Arunachalis as 
Indians will scale down if he learnt that they also like 
beef apart from referring to schools as vidyalaya? 

None of this – equating Hindu credentials to 
patriotism or Hindi to being Indian – are new stupidities 
and have been around ever since there have been 
individuals and groups cursed with a monochromatic 
view framed by how insularity has explained things to 
them. Earlier though, they navigated in the fringe, but 
now that they swim in the mainstream, the closet bigots 
have come crawling out and amplified the insularity. They 
now work hard to paint “secular” as a short-coming even 
as they lather themselves with superficial nationalism. 
And because the monster of intolerance for anything 
that does not kowtow to blanket majoritarianism has 
become so commonplace, it is a big worry.

Let’s take the two instance cited above for instance. 
Patriotism is an instinctive and even personal emotion 
but the kind of nationalism that demands that we make 
public displays of it by lustily shouting Bharat Mata Ki Jai is 
an exhibitionist display that not all are comfortable with. 
Further, because the call has been rather provocatively 
appropriated by the Right, it has lost the pure passion 
with which the freedom fighters first raised it. If those 
who feel similarly do not join the chorus, they cannot be 
accused of being anti-nationals because they are instead 
taking a position as Indians. But wait, the MLA in question 
did not accuse them of being anti-nationals, he called 
such people Pakistanis. To begin with, no aspersions 
should be cast on the citizenship of Indian Muslims. If 
anything, their belonging is even more reiterated than 
that of Hindus or people of other faiths here because 
they did receive an option in 1947 to relocate to a 
Muslim country carved out for them. In fact, those who 
stayed back did so despite the communal rioting which 
birthed this nation. Agreed, there were many other 
factors at play in ensuring that India remains one of 
the countries with the largest Muslim population - its 
written-into-the-Constitution commitment to secularity 
for one - but since we are debating in jingoism, this 
argument has also been slipped in. Citizenship, as things 
stand, require no displays or evidence of nationalism 
or even patriotism, let that be made clear. What the 
BJP-RSS penchant to equate what they as antinational 
behavior with Pakistan is also dangerous because it is 
an overt, almost exclusive targeting of the Muslims as 
being anti-India. They drum up this sentiment and then 
follow the killings and rioting. We allow the horror to 
perpetuate because we do not call out the nightmarish 
regression which cannot accommodate diversity. For 
these parts, this is something that should not be allowed 
to go unchallenged because a step away from Muslims 
being Pakistanis is the equating of all Mongoloid looking 
folk who do not fall in line as Chinese. Think about it… 
both stereotypes play out from existing prejudices.

A similar shortsightedness was also displayed by the 
Army chief when he presented the Arunachali fluency in 
Hindi as evidence of their “amalgamation”. In one swoop, 
he presented supporting arguments for the Sankritisation 
of the entire region to make “amalgamation” possible. 
This is such an obsolete approach that even pseudo-
academics can demolish this position. Unfortunately, not 
enough of them will and the argument will keep gaining 
strength and end up deepening resentments among 
local communities as they watch state-muscle bulldoze 
diversities and individuality to extend the “mainland” to 
the margins. 

These are dangerous trends which are being 
increasingly normalized to dangerous levels. Delhi is 
only one recent example.

100,000 indians say ‘namaste trump’ and the us 
president ignores some key human rights concerns

World economy flashes red over coronavirus – 
with strange echoes of 1880s Yellow Peril hysteria

John WeeKs
theconversation.com

As the novel coronavirus pandem-
ic continues to unfold, travel re-

strictions are being imposed around 
the world. China is the main target, 
with various countries including 
Australia, Canada and the US placing 
different restrictions on people who 
have travelled through the country 
where the outbreak started. Beijing 
has attacked the US restrictions on 
Chinese citizens as “excessive”, advis-
ing them not to travel to the country 
as a result.

It brings to mind the Yellow Per-
il hysteria of the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. It was used to justify 
European colonialism in Asia; while 
in response to inflows of Asia immi-
grants to California, the US congress 
passed the Chinese Exclusion Act in 
1882 to block the entry of people of 
Chinese origin.

Obviously the circumstances to-
day are quite different: where the 
19th century hysteria over Asian im-
migration reflected a racist anxiety 
about hordes of low-wage incomers 
undermining white livelihoods, the 
latest developments reflect under-
standable fears about the spread of a 
new infectious disease that has killed 
hundreds of people. And besides Chi-
na, we are also seeing travel restric-
tions being imposed on the likes of 
Italy, Iran and South Korea.

Yet in an interesting parallel with 
the Yellow Peril, the mounting fears 
around coronavirus have come when 
Western anxieties about China had 
been reaching new highs already. 
These are all about China’s emer-
gence as a global power, a narrative 
that has been forming for decades.

The Soviet collapse at the end of 
the 1980s ushered in a short peri-
od of US domination. Several rivals 
began manifesting pretensions of 

global influence – notably the Euro-
pean Union (in practice Germany), 
the BRICS countries and Japan – but 
the rapid rise of Chinese economic 
and military power has ended any 
illusion of a multi-polar internation-
al system. Two decades into the 21st 
century, global power has coalesced 
into a new bipolar rivalry between 
the United States and China.

MEASURING CHINA’S RISE
These two powers have separat-

ed themselves from the others to a 
striking extent. At the end of 2018, 
the US economy accounted for 22.3% 
of global GDP, the Chinese 14.6% and 
number three Japan a distant 5.4%. 
GDP may be a poor measure of citizen 
welfare, but it accurately indicates 
productive power, and thus the ca-
pacity to generate military hardware 
and research.

For exports, the top two reverse. 
China leads with US$2.5 trillion, 
13% of the global total, with the US 
at US$1.7 trillion. Germany comes a 
close third at US$1.6 trillion, but at 
number four Japan is less than a tril-
lion. Exports also provide a measure 
of military and political power, with 
the exception of Germany, which has 
found it useful to minimise military 
expenditure in favour of economic 
competitiveness since the second 
world war. Both this economic policy 
and Germany’s constitution, which 
outlaws aggressive wars, rule the na-
tion out as a superpower, at least for 
the foreseeable future. 

Buttressed by the world’s largest 
economy, the US government in 2018 
had a military budget of US$750 bil-
lion (3.2% of its GDP), far ahead of 
China’s US$237 billion (1.9%). No 
other government reached US$100 bil-
lion and only three exceeded US$50 bil-
lion (Saudi Arabia, India and the United 
Kingdom). The Chinese government 
did, however, field the world’s largest 
standing army (followed by India, then 

the United States).
Along with economy size and 

exports goes another, pejorative, su-
perpower indicator : the power to 
pollute. In absolute terms China pro-
duced more CO₂ emissions than any 
other country, 9,041 million metric 
tonnes (MMT) in 2019, with the US a 
distant second at 5,000MMT. Per cap-
ita, the US led China with 15.5 metric 
tonnes compared to 6.6. But the US 
was not number one per capita, a du-
bious distinction going to Saudi Ara-
bia (followed by Australia).

Finally, a country’s private invest-
ment holdings abroad have usually 
tracked its economic and military 
power, as well as indicating its phase 
of development. Countries emerging 
from underdevelopment partly do so 
by attracting private investment from 
more technologically advanced coun-
tries. On the other hand, when a coun-
try shifts from net investment inflows 
to net outflows, it is sign that it is mov-
ing from development to maturity.

In the late 2010s, the Chinese 
economy reached that latter stage, 
with investment outflows of US$860 
billion and inflows of US$795 billion. 
At the end of 2018, foreign invest-
ments in Chinese stocks still well 
exceeded the holdings of Chinese 
companies abroad. But if you include 
Hong Kong, as the Chinese ministry of 
commerce does, the two sides of the 
ledger almost balance: Chinese and 
Hong Kong companies held US$3,580 
bilion in overseas assets compared 
to foreign holdings of US$3,625 bil-
lion in China and Hong Kong. This 
was still distantly second to the US at 
US$6,476 billion in overseas assets, 
but Chinese capital far exceeded the 
Japanese and German totals of about 
US$1,650 billion.

ECONOMIC IMPACTS
China’s challenge to American 

dominance helps explain everything 
from their trade war to the securi-

ty row over Huawei. It also explains 
the scale of the threat to the global 
economy from the novel coronavirus. 
Chinese business executives as well 
as workers travel the globe, and the 
largest single source of tourist spend-
ing comes from Chinese visitors. An 
effective quarantine on travel in and 
out of China looks difficult if not im-
possible. As the World Health Organi-
zation warned recently, the “window 
of opportunity” to contain the out-
break is narrowing.

By any rational calculation, hu-
man suffering from the pandemic 
should far outweigh its economic im-
pact, though the latter will directly 
affect the former. In 2019 the world 
economy expanded at a rate of 3%, 
China at 7% and the rest of the world 
at 2.3%. Analysts and business leaders 
are predicting a substantial impact on 
growth in 2020, with the emphasis on 
the availability of auto parts, smart-
phone production and commodity 
prices falling due to reduced demand. 

In my view the estimates are too 
modest. The Chinese economy may 
have no growth and perhaps decline 
in 2020. Should that occur, world 
trade would fall negative as it did in 
2009, 2015 and 2016, and a global 
recession would follow.

To venture a prediction, all the 
major European countries will enter 
recession, perhaps to match the de-
clines in 2008-09. The financial mar-
kets have fallen sharply in the past 
two days, perhaps because they are 
seeing how quickly the disease can 
potentially spread around the world. 
In truth, the economic risks have 
been apparent for some weeks. The 
threat from China is quite different 
to the one that rival nations had been 
expecting, but there’s nothing false 
about the mounting sense of alarm.

[the writer is Professor 
Emeritus of Economics, SOAS, 

University of London]

sumiT ganguLy
theconversation.com

President Donald Trump kicked off his first offi-
cial visit to India by addressing a rally of more 

than 100,000 people on Feb. 24 in Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s home state of Gujarat.

Trump promised the thousands of cheering Indi-
ans who greeted him “an incredible trade deal” and 
“the most feared military equipment on the planet.”

Accompanied by first lady Melania Trump, he 
then toured Sabarmati ashram, where Mahatma 
Gandhi lived for 13 years. Afterwards, Trump visit-
ed the Taj Mahal, a 17th-century mausoleum built 
by an Indian emperor for his beloved wife.

Trump and Modi have built a personal rapport. 
The U.S. president’s 36-hour visit to India – named 
“Namaste Trump” – is seen as India return-
ing the favor for “Howdy Modi” – a rally in 
Texas in fall 2019, where the two leaders 
appeared together.

A few news reports had suggested that 
Modi and Trump could discuss rising vio-
lence and discrimination against religious 
minorities in India. However, media re-
ports noted that President Trump later de-
fended Prime Minister Modi on religious 
freedom in India, even as riots broke out in 
New Delhi, leaving at least 10 people dead.

I am a scholar who studies U.S. foreign 
policy toward India. In the past, U.S. admin-
istrations concerned with boosting trade 
with India have celebrated the two coun-
tries’ shared commitment to democracy and 
human rights. Under the Trump administra-
tion, I argue, the relationship is in danger of 
becoming purely transactional.
DEPARTING FROM THE PAST

Over the past several decades, American pres-
idents, regardless of political affiliation, have re-
affirmed the shared values that have bound the 
two states.

Despite the ebbs and flows in the India-U.S. re-
lationship, both sides have long seen democracy as 
an important link.

In 1977, President Jimmy Carter visited India 
shortly after Prime Minister Indira Gandhi lost an 
election. Gandhi had declared a state of emergency 
in India, ruthlessly curtailing civil rights and per-
sonal liberties. Carter opposed providing U.S. nu-
clear fuel to India because India had conducted a 
nuclear test in 1974, arguing that it had violated 
the spirit of a prior agreement.

Nevertheless Carter went out of his way to laud 
India for its ability to restore democratic practices, 
following the state of emergency. Several decades 
later, a president of a wholly different ideological 
leaning, George W. Bush, adopted a markedly simi-

lar stance when hosting Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh for a state visit in Washington.

When introducing his visitor to his wife Laura 
Bush, the U.S. president famously celebrated the 
absence of religious extremism in India, calling it “a 
democracy which does not have a single al-Qaeda 
member in a population of 150 million Muslims.” 

Bush went on to attribute the absence of Is-
lamic extremism in India to its commitment to 
democracy.

By the time of the first George W. Bush admin-
istration, the Indo-U.S. bilateral relationship had 
opened up a significant market for American goods.

A big reason for this growing trade relationship 
was a shift in India’s U.S. foreign policy. Even as 
trade grew, the U.S. presidents have not shied away 
from criticizing India.

After President Barack Obama’s second visit to 
India in 2015, he criticized India’s failure to uphold 
human rights during Prime Minister Modi’s first 
term in office.

“Every person has the right to practice his reli-
gion or not to practice it if they choose so without 
persecution,” Obama stated in a speech in Mum-
bai shortly before his departure from India on 
Jan. 27, 2015. 
a TransaCTionaL reLaTionship?

Trump’s visit diverges from this past of U.S. 
presidents alternately celebrating and critiquing 
democracy in India. Trump seems to be focused 
on material issues – primarily India’s increasing 
spending on U.S. military supplies.

In recent years, defense and military sales re-
lationship with India have been burgeoning, grow-
ing some 557% between 2013 and 2017 over the 
previous five-year period and now reaching al-
most US$20 billion. In early February of this year 

India announced it would purchase $2.4 billion in 
Sikorsky naval helicopters from the U.S.

These military acquisitions, in considerable 
part, stem from India’s growing apprehensions 
about China. These fears stem from China’s mil-
itary capabilities arrayed along much of India’s 
Himalayan border and the failure to resolve a 
border dispute.

Indeed Trump has adopted a hard line stance 
toward India when it comes to business transac-
tions. On the eve of his departure to New Delhi, 
Trump ended India’s preferential trade status as 
a developing country. The move could impose as 
much as $260 million in new duties and is meant 
to induce India to open up its markets to a range of 
American manufactured and agricultural products.
A REQUIEM FOR HUMAN RIGHTS?

Missing from Trump’s visit is any 
allusion whatsoever to recent disturb-
ing political developments in India.

In early August 2019, India ended 
the special status of the portion of the 
state of Kashmir, under India’s con-
trol. It also placed a number of prom-
inent politicians under house arrest, 
blocked telephone and internet ser-
vices and dramatically bolstered its 
military presence in the region.

In December 2019, India passed 
the Citizenship Amendment Act, a 
law that allows the immigration of a 
range of minorities to India from Af-
ghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan 
but bars Muslim migrants. Protests 
that erupted across the country in 
opposition to the new law have been 
brutally repressed by police.

India is also drafting a National 
Register of Citizens, an effort to document all vot-
ing-age Indians that could in effect disenfranchise 
millions of poor minorities because of their inabili-
ty to produce appropriate papers.

All of these policy initiatives have been undertak-
en since Prime Minister Modi was re-elected in April 
2019. Several members of U.S. Congress, most notably 
U.S. Rep. Pramila Jayapal of Seattle, have been outspo-
ken about India’s human rights challenges. But Trump 
has stayed silent – and he seems unlikely to break that 
silence on his first-ever official visit to India.

As I see it, Trump’s message is clear: As long as 
India opens up its markets to American products, 
and is willing to make common cause with the 
United States on some foreign policy issues, the 
shared commitment to democratic values and civil 
rights of minorities can be set aside. 

[the writer is Distinguished Professor of 
Political Science and the Tagore Chair in Indian 

Cultures and Civilizations, Indiana University]
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Bengal welcome DRS’s inclusion 
in Ranji Trophy semis

Kolkata, Feb 27 (PTI): 
Bengal coach Arun Lal 
and captain Abhimanyu 
Easwaran on Thursday 
gave a thumbs up to the 
BCCI’s move to use the 
Decision Review System 
(DRS) for the first time in 
the semifinals of the Ran-
ji Trophy.

The DRS would be in 
use for the first time in 
India’s domestic circuit 
in the two Ranji semifi-
nals beginning Saturday, 
but only with limited op-
tions as there will be no 
HawkEye, Snickometer 
or UltraEdge.

But the four semifi-
nalists -- Bengal, Karna-
taka, Saurashtra and Gu-
jarat -- will be benefitted 
by the usage of virtual 
pitch map (for lbw deci-
sions) and slow-motion 

cameras, with each team 
getting four reviews per 
innings.

“I don’t have much ex-
perience with DRS. It’s of 
limited usage and hope-
fully it might remove 
some of the major howl-
ers,” Lal told reporters 
ahead of their match last-
four against Karnataka.

Bengal skipper Eas-
waran said: “It’s a new 
thing, but I think guys 
have seen enough cricket 
on television, so we know 
a bit of how it works.

“I think it’s a very 
good thing to have DRS in 
domestic cricket as well, 
especially in knockout 
games, semi-finals and 
final, even though there’s 
not that much technolo-
gy,” he said.

“The umpires can 

make errors at times. A 
human can make an er-
ror, but to rectify it, you 
have the technology and 
that will probably change 
the game for a team and 
that can probably be a 
deciding thing at a cru-
cial point of the game.”

Senior member of the 
side and former captain 
Manoj Tiwary said they 
would discuss about it 
in the team meeting with 
video analyst and would 
see how best DRS could 
be used.

“We will talk about it 
with the video analyst, 
umpires and referee in 
the pre-match meeting. I 
will try to give my inputs 
from the slip cordon but I 
think it’s the bowler and 
the wicketkeeper who 
would be the best judge 

to take the call,” Tiwary 
said. The rampaging 
Bengal, who will have the 
home advantage of play-
ing at Eden Gardens, will 
be up against a star-stud-
ded Karnataka, who will 
have the services of India 
opener K L Rahul and 
middle-order batsman 
Manish Pandey.

Lal said they are not 
thinking too much about 
Rahul and was just focus-
ing on their preparation.

“He’s (Rahul) just an-
other cricketer. We are 
not thinking much about 
him. We play cricket on 
the ground not on pa-
per. We will see it on the 
ground,” Lal said.

Bengal were severely 
affected by bad weather 
in their matches at Eden 
Gardens but their cam-

paign got a turnaround 
with their massive in-
nings and 303-run win 
over Hyderabad in a 
match played at Kalyani, 
about 70kms from here.

Old warhorse Tiwary 
with a maiden unbeaten 
triple hundred was the 
architect of the win and 
since then Bengal were 
on a roll winning away 
matches in Rajasthan 
and Punjab, before over-
coming Odisha in the 
quarterfinal by virtue of 
the first innings lead.

“We have been play-
ing fantastic cricket. Be-
cause of the weather we 
had to win every game 
and we came through 
virtually playing three 
knockout like games. We 
won from impossible, 
miraculous situation so 
the momentum is with 
the boys,” Lal said.

Bengal won two Ranji 
titles both in the distant 
past -- first in the pre-in-
dependence era of 1938-
39 and the last being in 
1989-90 when Sourav 
Ganguly had made his 
first-class debut with Lal 
being a member of the 
winning XI.

Two matches away 
from a third title, Lal said 
they have it in them to go 
all the way.

“I don’t have a magic 
wand. If you play well, 
you will win Ranji and 
the fact of the matter is 
they are playing terrific 
cricket. The good feeling 
is there. So many match 
winners in the team. We 
are ready. It’s a privilege 
to be here. I’m looking 
forward to this contest,” 
he concluded.

Book on depression hits stands
New Delhi, Feb 27 (PTI): 
Penguin India has an-
nounced the release of a 
new book that attempts 
to dig deeper into mental 
illness and explain what 
it can feel like.

Based on the theme of 
depression, “Inside a Dark 
Box” by Ritu Vaishnav 
takes its readers inside the 
head of someone “locked 
in a battle with their own 

mind” and helps to under-
stand the associated chal-
lenges and loneliness.

“With evocative, 
striking line drawings 
that complement the 
narrative, it is a pow-
erful and positive book 
that is a must have for 
anyone who is undergo-
ing depression or knows 
of someone battling it,” 
publishers said in a state-

ment. According to the 
author, the book gives a 
peep inside a mind strug-
gling with itself, and 
about the “long and lone-
ly battle” one must fight 
to find their way out.

“You may have read 
about depression and you 
may know all the symp-
toms, but when faced with 
it, you may still fail to recog-
nise it. You can feel lost and 

confused for a long time 
before you realise that what 
you are going through has a 
name, is common and can 
be tamed.

“Hopefully this book 
makes depression a little 
bit easier to identify and 
explain to those around 
us,” Vaishnav, who has 
worked as a journalist, a 
teacher and an editor for 
children’s books, said.

Ensure free, fair elections: Dhankhar 
to state election commissioner

Kolkata, Feb 27 (PTI): 
State Election Commis-
sioner Sourav Das on 
Thursday met West Ben-
gal Governor Jagdeep 
Dhankhar who asked 
him to ensure peaceful 
and fair civic polls in the 
state, and take action to 
prevent a repeat of the 
violence that marred 
the panchayat elections 
in 2018.

The meeting, which 
lasted for 20 minutes, 
took place at the Raj 
Bhavan.

In the meeting, 
Dhankhar told Das to 
ensure that the “kind 
of scenario noticed” in 
the panchayat elections 
held in May 2018 is not 
repeated and the civic 
polls, likely to be held in 
mid-April, take place in a 
peaceful, orderly and fair 
atmosphere, according to 
an official statement.

The governor also 
asked the commission-
er to keep him informed 
about the steps taken by 
the poll panel.

Dhankhar underlined 

the need in giving all par-
ties equal opportunities 
as a pre-requisite to free 
and fair polls.

He told the commis-
sioner that if the situ-
ation arises, Das may 
“take recourse even to 
transferring officials in 
the interest of ensuring 
fair and peaceful polls”.

The governor further 
said that the state elec-
tion commissioner must 
take all steps to dispel 
fears and impressions 
that the poll panel is an 
extension of the govern-
ment and must engage in 
dialogue with all stake-

holders.
The statement fur-

ther said that the com-
missioner needs to tell 
the police and adminis-
tration that any partisan 
approach would invite 
exemplary consequenc-
es.

The commissioner in-
formed Dhankhar that he 
will be meeting district 
magistrates on March 4.

Das was accompa-
nied by secretary of the 
commission Nilanjan 
Sandilya to the meet-
ing. He was tight-lipped 
about discussions in the 
meeting amid queries 

from reporters while 
leaving the governor’s 
official residence around 
11.50 am.

Widespread violence 
during the panchayat 
polls in 2018 claimed at 
least 12 lives and left 43 
injured.

The elections to the 
Kolkata Municipal Cor-
poration and 107 other 
civic bodies across the 
state are likely to be held 
in mid-April, according 
to official sources.

The state government 
is keen on holding the 
elections between April 
12-26, the sources said.

Kolkata police steps up 
vigil after delhi violence

Kolkata, Feb 27 (PTI): 
The Kolkata police has 
stepped up vigil, espe-
cially on social network-
ing sites, as a precaution-
ary measure in the wake 
of violence in Delhi that 
has claimed 34 lives, a 
senior police officer said.

Officers are monitor-
ing social networking 
sites 24X7 to stop cir-
culation of fake videos 
or fake news sensitive 
enough to affect the law 
and order here, he said.

“We have taken all 
forms of precautionary 
measures to contain such 
kind of lawlessness here. 
Police stations have 
been alerted, night pa-
trolling increased, and 
deployment of police 
personnel increased in 
sensitive areas to count-
er any deterioration of 

law and order here,” the 
IPS officer told PTI.

People have also been 
advised not to share or 
forward any unverified 
content in the social me-
dia, he said.

“We have asked the 
people not to open mate-
rial shared in their mails 
or messengers if they are 
unsure of the sensitivity 
of the content. We will 
take legal action against 
all those trying to incite 
problems by posting 
such content on social 
networking sites,” the IPS 
officer told PTI.

Till Thursday, 34 peo-
ple lost their lives in the 
communal violence in 
northeast Delhi over the 
amended citizenship law,

Kolkata Police Com-
missioner Anuj Sharma 
recently took to Twitter 

to caution citizens about 
the possibility of “moti-
vated people” trying to 
create trouble by posting 
“inciting material.

“Some motivated 
people may try to create 
trouble by posting in-
citing material on social 
media to create law & 
order issues. Be cautious 
believing /. forwarding 
such items.

@KolkataPolice @
KPTrafficDept @KP-
DetectiveDept is here 
to serve. #Dial100 in 
distress,” Sharma had 
tweeted.

Another police officer 
said, security has been 
beefed up at Park Circus 
Maidan here, christened 
as ‘Kolkata’s Shaheen 
Bagh’ where a sit-in agi-
tation by Muslim women 
are on since January.

PMK welcomes Bihar Assembly 
resolution against NRC

Chennai, Feb 27 (PTI): 
NDA constituent PMK on 
Thursday welcomed the 
Bihar Assembly adopt-
ing an anti-NRC reso-
lution and lauded the 
Tamil Nadu government 
for saying such a move 
was under its consider-
ation too.

Party founder S Ra-
madoss called for im-
plementing the National 
Population Register as 
per the 2010 format, 
even as he wanted the 
government to “allay 
fears” over NPR.

In a series of tweets, 
he urged the Tamil Nadu 
government to take a leaf 
out of Bihar and pass an 
assembly resolution say-
ing no to National Regis-
ter of Citizens (NRC).

“Tamil Nadu should 
follow Bihar and adopt a 
resolution against NRC in 

the Assembly. Similarly, 
the NPR should also be as 
per the 2010 format,” he 
said. The Bihar assembly 
on Tuesday unanimously 
resolved that there was 
no need of NRC in the 
state and that the NPR 
exercise be done strict-
ly according to the 2010 
format.

On Wednesday, Tam-
il Nadu Chief Minister K 
Palaniswami had said as-
pects like an anti-NRC as-

sembly resolution were 
under the consideration 
of the state government.

Terming Palaniswa-
mi’s statement as the 
“right approach,” Rama-
doss also said “the gov-
ernment should allay” 
fears over NPR.

He also pointed out 
that Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi had said 
NRC was being imple-
mented only in Assam 
and welcomed it.

Rallies in 
Kolkata over 
Delhi violence
Kolkata, Feb 27 (PTI): Ap-
pealing to people to save 
the country from divi-
sive forces, two separate 
rallies were taken out 
in Kolkata on Thursday 
by the Trinamool Con-
gress’s women’s wing 
and the Congress-backed 
Chhatra Parishad over 
the communal violence 
in Delhi.

Thousands of wom-
en took part in the rally 
organised by the Trina-
mool Mahila Congress. 
It began at Hazra Cross-
ing and culminated at 
the Gandhi statue in the 
Maidan area.

The rallyists, led by 
state minister Chandri-
ma Bhattacharya, shout-
ed slogans targeting the 
“politics of polarisation 
and hatred professed by 
the Sangh Parivar”. They 
also protested against 
alleged police inaction 
over the violence.

The Chhatra Parish-
ad also took out a rally 
in Nonapukur area along 
the AJC Bose Road. Hun-
dreds of students took 
part in it, condemning 
the violence in Delhi and 
also demanding revoca-
tion of the Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA).

The communal vio-
lence in Delhi has claimed 
at least 34 lives and left 
over 200 people injured.
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beckham relief as inter miami prepare for mls bow
New York, Feb 27 (AFP): 
David Beckham’s quest 
to launch a Major League 
Soccer franchise will fi-
nally come to fruition 
on Sunday when Inter 
Miami make their com-
petitive debut in a sea-
son-opening clash with 
Los Angeles F.C.

A tortuous six-year 
journey marked by set-
backs and frustrations 
will be put firmly in 
the rear view mirror as 
Beckham’s expansion 
side take to the field at 
LAFC’s Banc of California 
Stadium.

Speaking at a MLS 
media event in New York 
on Wednesday, Beckham 
admitted there were 
times when he feared his 
plans to launch a team 
were doomed.

But the former En-
gland and Manchester 
United star said his de-
termination to create a 
lasting legacy in the Unit-
ed States had helped him 
keep the faith.

Beckham first an-
nounced his plan to be-

come a team owner in 
2014, exercising an 
agreement written into 
his contract after join-
ing the Los Angeles 
Galaxy from Real Ma-
drid in 2007.

However, Beckham 
soon realized his status 
as a global icon would 
not be enough on its own 
to realize his vision for 
South Florida.

The introduction 
in December 2017 of 
Jorge and Jose Mas, the 
Miami-based construc-
tion magnates, helped 
smooth the process.

“We all had our 
doubts and many people 
doubted us,” Beckham 
said Wednesday.

“There was one mo-
ment when I was sitting 
in my house and we 
were all on the phone 
to (MLS) commissioner 
Don Garber.

“He was telling us 
how hard it would be and 
I agreed. There were defi-
nitely moments where 
we said: ‘Honestly, do we 
think this will happen?’

“But I remember get-
ting an e-mail from the 
Mas family to see if there 
was any interest in them 
becoming part of the club 
so we contacted Jorge and 
that was the dream part-
nership for us. It was the 
game-changer and for me 

in particular.”
- LEAVING A LEGACY - 
“I’m from East Lon-

don, not Miami so for me 
going there and trying to 
buy a piece of land, talk 
to politicians wasn’t get-
ting us anywhere, funnily 
enough. “I didn’t want to 

be in partnership with 
someone who was just 
doing this for vanity rea-
sons. They aren’t and nei-
ther am I. I want to cre-
ate a legacy in the game 
that my children can turn 
around in 20 years and 
say: ‘My dad helped build 

this club.’”
Inter Miami will play 

their first home game at 
their new 20,000-seat 
stadium in Fort Lau-
derdale on March 14 
-- against Beckham’s for-
mer team LA Galaxy.

Beckham, meanwhile, 

stressed investing in the 
talent pool in Florida is 
a key part of his strategy 
for Inter Miami.

For now, though, he 
is simply relieved to have 
reached Sunday’s kick-
off. “I am more persistent 
than I thought I was and 
more stubborn than my 
wife thinks I am,” said 
Beckham. “Everything 
we have tried to do to 
get the franchise up 
and running has been a 
challenge.

“There hasn’t been 
just one thing. Find-
ing the land, picking the 
stadium we want, the 
players, the manager, 
even down to the tiles we 
want in the showers.

“There wasn’t one 
moment when I was go-
ing to walk away though, 
because I knew Miami 
was the right place to do 
this and my commitment 
was always to the MLS.

“I want to try and 
grow the sport here and 
want us to be one of the 
best and most feared 
franchises.

Coronavirus impact: AIBA cancels 
European forum in Italy

Expect Tokyo 
Olympics to 
go ahead as 
scheduled 
despite 
coronavirus 
concerns: Rijiju
New Delhi, Feb 27 (PTI): 
Sports Minister Kiren Ri-
jiju on Thursday said he 
expects this year’s Tokyo 
Olympics to go ahead 
smoothly despite fears 
being expressed over the 
fate of the Games amid the 
novel coronavirus threat.

The Olympic Games 
are scheduled to be held 
in July-August this year 
but a senior IOC member 
Dick Pound has said that 
the event might have to 
be cancelled if the deadly 
coronavirus outbreak is 
not brought under con-
trol by May.

“Virus China mein 
hai, Tokyo mein Nahi 
(the virus is in China 
not Tokyo),” Rijiju said 
in response to questions 
about the Games on the 
sidelines of a workshop 
to sensitise Indian ath-
letes about Japanese eti-
quette and culture here.

Rijiju said the current 
situation demands that 
nations come together to 
fight the crisis.

“We have to fight ev-
ery situation together. I 
expect Tokyo Olympics 
to start July 24 on time 
and go ahead smoothly,” 
he said.

“World is a commu-
nity, we have to support 
each other,” he added.

The coronavirus, 
which was first detected 
in the Chinese city of Wu-
han, has so far claimed 
over 2,000 lives.

formula one faces testing times over coronavirus

Golfers Molinari, 
Gagli quarantined 
in Oman over 
coronavirus fears
Milan, Feb 27 (AFP): Ital-
ian golfers Edoardo Mo-
linari and Lorenzo Gagli 
have been quarantined 
in Muscat and forced to 
pull out of the Oman Open 
starting Thursday over 
fears they may have the 
coronavirus. Gagli suf-
fered flu-like symptoms 
during the week and as 
Molinari, the older broth-
er of former British Open 
winner Francesco, was 
his roommate both have 
been placed in isolation as 
a precautionary measure.

Gagli told Italian 
newspaper La Nazione 
that he had been told 
he would have to re-
main isolated until next 
Wednesday.

“It’s an inexplicable 
decision,” Gagli said.

“If there was a risk 
of contagion, then they 
would have to isolate 
dozens of golfers and 
cancel the tournament.”

Italy, which has re-
ported 12 deaths and 
400 confirmed cases in 
Europe’s worst outbreak 
of the virus, has attempt-
ed to lockdown the epi-
centre in the north to 
contain its spread.

Molinari, 39, comes 
from Turin in the north 
of Italy while 34-year-old 
Gagli hails from Florence 
in Tuscany, where there 
have also been cases.

“We are following the 
situation,” Marco Duran-
te, head of the pro sector 
of the Italian Golf Federa-
tion, told Sky Sport Italia.

“Of course it is exces-
sive prudence by the or-
ganisation for a feverish 
state 10 days ago. “There 
is no indication of viral pa-
thologies in progress. We 
hope the misunderstand-
ing will be resolved soon.”  

Leeds win piles pressure on 
Middlesbrough’s Woodgate

Warner back as Sunrisers Hyderbad captain

New Delhi, Feb 27 (PTI): 
The International Boxing 
Association (AIBA) on 
Thursday cancelled the 
European leg of its conti-
nental forum in Italy, cit-
ing the novel coronavirus 
outbreak in that country.

The forum was 
scheduled to be held on 
Saturday in Assisi, where 
the Indian boxing team is 
currently participating in 
a preparatory camp for 
next month’s Olympic 
qualifiers in Jordan.

“Scheduled for Feb-
ruary 29th in Assisi, Italy 
AIBA European Forum 
2020 is cancelled due to 
COVID-19 (coronavirus). 
This decision was taken 
by AIBA leadership in 
the best interests of the 
delegates,” AIBA Interim 
President Dr Mohamed 
Moustahsane said in a 
statement.

“The coronavirus out-
break in Italy worsened 
and Italy has by far the 
highest number of coro-

navirus cases in Europe. 
Moreover, Italy has im-
posed strict quarantine 
restrictions in some re-
gions which could last for 
weeks,” it added.

The Indian boxers are 
scheduled to fly out of It-
aly on Friday.

Moustahsane said the 
AIBA will organise the 
Forum later in the year 
“when situation in Eu-
rope becomes better.”

“I hope you and your 
families stay healthy and 
that the coronavirus will 
be eradicated soon. Your 
health is our priority and 
we will do this forum 
when the circumstances 
are better,” Moustahsane 
said in a communication 
to National Federations.

Assisi is a hill town 
in the central Italian 
region of Umbria. The 
coronavirus outbreak in 
Italy has so far affected 
the northern Lombardy 
region, leaving 12 dead 
and 400 infected.

Eleven Italian towns 
-- 10 in Lombardy and 
one in the north-eastern 
region of Veneto -- have 
been placed under a 
lockdown, according to 
various media reports.

AIBA continental fo-
rums are meant to “unite 
National Federations 
through dialogue”. The 
forums allow for meet-
ings between NF pres-
idents and general sec-
retaries to discuss and 
resolve all internal and 
bilateral problems.

The goal is to discuss 
AIBA reforms and fu-
ture of the organisation, 
which has been stripped 
of the right to conduct 
the qualifying as well 
as the main event of the 
Tokyo Olympics by the 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC).

The IOC has cited al-
leged financial and ad-
ministrative mismanage-
ment in the AIBA for its 
decision.

New Delhi, Feb 27 (PTI): 
Explosive Australian 
batsman David Warner 
was on Thursday rein-
stated as IPL franchise 
Sunrisers Hyderabad’s 
captain, a position that 
he had to give up after 
the ball-tampering scan-
dal in 2018.

The 33-year-old War-
ner, who led the Sunris-
ers to the trophy in 2016, 
will take over from New 
Zealand skipper Kane 
Williamson for the sea-
son starting March 29.

“I am thrilled to be 
given the captaincy for 
this coming IPL 2020. I’m 
extremely grateful for the 
opportunity to lead the 
side once again,” Warner 
said in a video posted by 
the Sunrisers Hyderabad.

“I’d like to thank 
Kane (Williamson) for 
the way you guys led the 
team throughout the last 
couple of years and I’d 
be leaning on you guys 
for support and insight 
to the game as well,” he 
said.

“To the management 
thank you for the oppor-
tunity and I’m sure I’ll be 
doing my very best to try 
and lead us and lift again 
the IPL trophy this com-
ing year,” he added.

Warner had stepped 

down as captain after he 
was barred from partic-
ipating in the 2018 sea-
son of the tournament 
in the aftermath of the 
ball-tampering scandal.

In March 2018, 
during Australia’s third 
Test against South Africa 
in Cape Town, Cameron 
Bancroft was caught us-
ing a sand paper to tam-
per the ball.

Warner and then cap-
tain Steve Smith were 
both slapped with one-
year bans for conspiring 
to do it, while Bancroft 
was suspended for nine 
months.

After serving the ban, 
Warner made a success-
ful return to interna-
tional cricket before last 
year’s ODI World Cup 
where he was the sec-
ond highest run-getter 

with 647 runs at an av-
erage of 71.88, just one 
run behind India’s Rohit 
Sharma.

The dashing open-
er was also awarded the 
Allan Border Medal for 
the third time earlier this 
month. He was Australia’s 
best batsman at the World 
Cup and excelled in Twen-
ty20 series against Paki-
stan and Sri Lanka.

Warner took apart 
Pakistan’s young bowl-
ing attack in the two-Test 
series that followed, in-
cluding a career-high 
335 not out in Adelaide.

Warner also a en-
joyed a fruitful season 
with the Sunrisers in the 
IPL last year.

The southpaw 
amassed 692 runs, hit-
ting an unbeaten century 
and going beyond the fif-
ty-run mark eight times 
in 12 games. In the ab-
sence of Warner, the Wil-
liamson-led Sunrisers 
had finished runners-up 
in 2018.

The Hyderabad fran-
chise had lost to the Del-
hi Capitals in the elimina-
tor last year.

The team will start 
its campaign against 
defending champions 
Mumbai Indians on April 
1 in Hyderabad.

Montmelo (Spain), 
Feb 27 (AFP): Formula 
One teams were trying 
to focus on the second 
session of winter test-
ing in Barcelona while 
casting worrying glanc-
es towards the spread 
of coronavirus with the 
message: “We are con-
cerned, but there’s no 
need to panic”.

As veteran driver 
Robert Kubica steered 
his Alfa Romeo to the 
day’s best time at Mont-
melo, talk in the paddock 
was of growing fears 
over the spread of the vi-
rus which has killed over 
2,700 people and infect-
ed more than 80,000 in 
34 countries.

The F1 world cham-
pionship, which gets un-
der way in Melbourne on 
March 15, had already 
lost the Chinese Grand 
Prix from its schedule.

Ferrari, whose head-
quarters are at Maranello 

in northern Italy, one of 
the areas affected by the 
COVID-19, insisted that 
the team was taking all 
sensible precautions.

“Of course it con-
cerns us,” admitted Fer-
rari team principal Mat-
tia Binotto.

“Some of the team 
postponed their flights 
in order to ensure that 
all concerns were ad-
dressed correctly.

“But there is no panic. 
It’s just a matter of mak-
ing sure we get it right. We 
coordinate with Formula 
One and the Internation-
al Automobile Federation 
(FIA). The team is very 
careful and conscious of 
the situation.” With 12 
deaths and 400 people 
infected, Italy is the Euro-
pean country worst hit by 
the outbreak.

Ferrari announced 
on Monday that they 
had temporarily shut-
tered their museums in 

Maranello and Modena, 
restricted the access of 
its employees residing or 
having visited the affect-
ed areas, and suspend-
ed visits from outside 
as well as non-essential 
business trips.

The AlphaTauri team, 
which is also based in Ita-
ly, in Faenza, south of the 
infected areas, say that 
the cleaning of their fac-
tory has increased while 
employees and sub-con-
tractors are assessed.

- ABLE TO TRAVEL -
In coming weeks, 

questions are expected 
to be raised over air links 
or even closed borders.

“We don’t know if 
(the team members cur-
rently present in Barcelo-
na) will be able to return. 
If they return, we don’t 
know if they will be able 
to travel to Australia,” 
said AlphaTauri’s French 
driver Pierre Gasly.

Although the Chinese 

Grand Prix, originally 
scheduled for April 19 in 
Shanghai, has been post-
poned to a date to be an-
nounced, the inaugural 
Vietnam Grand Prix in 
Hanoi “will take place as 
planned” on April 5, said 
circuit chief Le Ngoc Chi.

“We are of course 
monitoring the situ-
ation closely and will 
notify customers and 
the media if there is a 
change,” he said.

However, two events 
planned to take place in 
the Vietnamese capital 
in the weeks before the 
race have already been 
postponed -- a marathon 
on March 29 as well as 
an international badmin-
ton tournament, which 
is also a qualifier for the 
Tokyo Olympics, slated 
for March 24-29.

The FIA said it contin-
ues to “closely monitor 
the development of the 
situation”.

London, Feb 27 (AFP): 
Mateusz Klich fired 
Leeds back to within four 
points of Championship 
leaders West Brom with 
a hard-fought 1-0 victory 
at relegation-threatened 
Middlesbrough.

The Polish interna-
tional midfielder’s goal 
on the stroke of half-time 
clinched a third consec-
utive 1-0 win to move 
Marcelo Bielsa’s men five 
points clear of the chas-
ing pack in the automatic 
promotion places.

Leeds had already 
seen Boro old boy Patrick 
Bamford and Stuart Dal-
las go close when they 
finally took the lead in 
first-half stoppage time 
when Pablo Hernandez, 
who had hit the post sec-

onds earlier, fed Klich to 
score off the inside of the 
upright.

George Saville was 
denied an equaliser by 
Kiko Casilla’s fine save 
five minutes after the 
restart and Marcus Tav-
ernier saw his 64th-min-
ute effort come back off 
the crossbar as the home 
side fought, ultimately in 
vain, for a way back into 
the game.

As a result, Boro head 
coach Jonathan Wood-
gate, who started his 
playing career at Leeds, 
saw his side slip to with-
in goal difference of the 
drop zone after a run of 
11 games without a win.

Aleksandar Mitrovic 
left it late to ensure Ful-
ham maintained their 

promotion challenge 
with a 1-0 win over 
Swansea to move up to 
third.

The game had 
reached the fourth min-
ute of stoppage time 
when the Serbia inter-
national headed home 
Aboubakar Kamara’s 
cross, having missed an 
89th-minute penalty.

There were signifi-
cant wins at the foot of 
the table too, with both 
Barnsley and Wigan 
boosting their survival 
hopes.

Cauley Woodrow 
scored the only goal as 
Barnsley beat Hull 1-0 
at the KCOM Stadium to 
climb off the foot of the 
table and drag them-
selves to within three 

points of safety.
Wigan’s 3-0 win at 

Reading hauled the La-
tics level on points with 
Middlesbrough.

There was late dra-
ma too at Hillsborough, 
where Sheffield Wednes-
day striker Steven Fletch-
er’s injury-time head-
er was enough to beat 
Charlton 1-0, the Owls’ 
first Championship vic-
tory in eight outings.

However, Blackburn’s 
hopes of closing the gap 
on the playoff places 
was dealt a blow when 
they could only draw 0-0 
with struggling Stoke at 
Ewood Park, and there 
were no goals either at 
Millwall as Birmingham 
took a point back to St 
Andrew’s.
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China coronavirus: Death toll climbs 
to 2,744 amidst decline in cases

By K J m Varma
Beijing, Feb 27 (PTI): 
The virulence of the nov-
el coronavirus continues 
to show a declining trend 
in China which report-
ed 29 new fatalities, the 
lowest in weeks, taking 
the death toll to 2,744 
while the confirmed cas-
es climbed to 78,497, of-
ficials said on Thursday.

The country’s Nation-
al Health Commission 
(NHC) said it received re-
ports 433 new confirmed 
cases of the coronavirus 
infection and 29 deaths 
on Wednesday from 31 
provincial-level regions 
on the mainland.

Among the deaths, 26 
were from the epicentre 
of the virus Hubei prov-
ince and its capital Wu-
han and one each from 
Beijing, Heilongjiang and 
Henan, it said.

In Hubei province 
alone 2,641 people died 
due to the virus since 
it erupted in December 
last year including 2,104 
fatalities in Wuhan. The 
province, which is under 
lockdown, reported 409 
new confirmed cases on 
Wednesday, taking the 
total confirmed cases to 
65,596, local health com-
mission said.

Wuhan reported 
383 new confirmed cas-
es and 19 new deaths 

on Wednesday. In total, 
the city has registered 
47,824 confirmed cases.

In all 34,978 people 
were hospitalised in Hu-
bei province of which 
6,581 were still in severe 
condition and 1,403 oth-
ers in critical condition.

The commission also 
said Hubei reported 403 
suspected cases, taking 
the total to 2,019 cases. 
Capital Beijing reported 
10 cases on Wednesday, 
taking the total number 
of cases to 400.

All over China, a total 
of 2,358 people were still 
suspected of being infect-

ed with the virus. A total 
of 32,495 people had 
been discharged from 
hospital after recovery 
including 23,200 in Hu-
bei province.

By the end of Wednes-
day, 91 confirmed cases 
including two deaths had 
been reported from Hong 
Kong, 10 confirmed cases 
in Macao and 32 in Tai-
wan including one death.

Bruce Aylward, an ep-
idemiologist who led an 
advance team from the 
World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO), told the me-
dia in Geneva on Tuesday 
that China has changed 

the course of COVID-19 
outbreak, noting that the 
rapidly escalating out-
break has plateaued and 
come down faster than 
the previously expected.

Aylward said the 
unanimous assessment 
of the 25-member team 
which conducted a nine-
day field study trip to Bei-
jing, Guangdong, Sichuan 
and Hubei is that besides 
adopting a science-driv-
en agile response, China 
followed a pragmatic 
approach which is “tech-
nology-powered and sci-
ence-driven”. “They are 
using big data, artificial 

intelligence (AI) in plac-
es,” Aylward said, adding 
that China has managed 
massive amounts of data 
in finding each COVID-19 
cases and tracing contacts.

However, President 
Xi Jinping, who presided 
over a high power meet-
ing on Wednesday said 
while the positive trend 
in preventing and con-
trolling the epidemic is 
expanding and economic 
and social development 
is rapidly recovering, the 
situation in Hubei and 
Wuhan remains “com-
plex and grim as the risk 
of a rebound of the ep-
idemic in other regions 
cannot be overlooked”.

Xi said at this moment 
it is important to make 
unremitting epidemic 
containment efforts and 
accelerate all aspects of 
work in economic and 
social development.

He told the ruling 
Communist Party com-
mittees and governments 
at all levels to accurately 
grasp the epidemic as 
well as economic and 
social development situ-
ations to ensure winning 
the people’s war against 
the epidemic and achiev-
ing the goals of building 
a moderately prosperous 
society in all aspects and 
poverty alleviation, Xin-
hua reported.

Facebook bans ads with 
false claims about new virus

gunman kills 5 at milwaukee 
brewery before taking own life

Milwaukee (US), Feb 
27 (AP): An employee 
opened fire at one of the 
nation’s largest brewer-
ies in Milwaukee, killing 
five fellow workers be-
fore taking his own life, 
police said.

The assailant who 
attacked the Molson Co-
ors complex on Wednes-
day was identified as 
a 51-year-old Milwau-
kee man who died of a 
self-inflicted gunshot 
wound, police said.

“There were five in-
dividuals who went to 
work today, just like ev-
erybody goes to work, 
and they thought they 
were going to go to 
work, finish their day 
and return to their fam-
ilies. They didn’t and 
tragically they never 
will,” Milwaukee Mayor 
Tom Barrett said.

Authorities offered 
no immediate motive 
for the attack and did 
not release details about 
the shooter or how the 
shooting unfolded.

None of the victims 
was identified. Police, 
who were still contacting 
relatives, said identities 
would not be released for 
at least 24 hours. No one 
was wounded beyond 
those who were killed, 
authorities said.

Officers worked for 
hours to clear the more 
than 20 buildings in the 
complex where more 
than 1,000 people work. 
They announced at a late 
evening news conference 
that the work was done 
and all employees had 
been allowed to go home. 
Police Chief Alfonso Mo-
rales said authorities be-
lieve the shooter operat-
ed alone.

President Donald 
Trump addressed the 
shooting before speaking 
at the White House about 
his administration’s ef-
forts to combat the coro-
navirus.

“Our hearts break 
for them and their loved 
ones,” the president said.

“We send our con-
dolences. We’ll be with 
them, and it’s a terrible 
thing, a terrible thing.” 
The attack occurred at a 
sprawling complex that 
includes a mix of corpo-
rate offices and brewing 

facilities. The complex 
is widely known in the 
Milwaukee area as “Mill-
er Valley,” a reference to 
the Miller Brewing Co. 
that is now part of Mol-
son Coors.

Molson Coors CEO 
Gavin Hattersley called 
the shooter “an active 
brewery employee.” “Un-
fortunately, I am devas-
tated to share that we 
lost five other members 
of our family in this trag-
ic incident,” he said in an 
email sent to employees.

“There are no words 
to express the deep 
sadness many of us are 
feeling right now.” He 
said the office would 
be closed the rest of the 
week and the brewery 
shuttered “for the time 
being” to give people 
time to cope.

A group of brewery 
employees gathered at a 
nearby bar to talk about 
what had happened.

“We are all a family. 
We work a lot of hours 
together, so we’re all very 
sad,” said Selena Curka, a 
brewery employee who 
was about to start her 
shift when the complex 
went on lockdown and 
she was turned away.

“It’s just weird, be-
cause nine times out of 
10 you’re going to know 
the shooter,” said anoth-
er employee Thomas Mil-
ner. “It’s a tight-knit fam-
ily. Within the brewery 
we all interact with each 
other.” Milner was also on 
his way to work when the 
shooting happened, and 
he was turned away too.

James Boyles told the 
Milwaukee Journal Senti-
nel that his wife, Lasonya 
Ragdales, works at Mol-
son Coors in the claims 
department. She was tex-
ting from inside the facil-
ity and told her husband 
that there was an active 
shooter and she was 
locked in a room with a 
bunch of co-workers, the 
Journal Sentinel newspa-
per reported.

“Miller Valley” fea-
tures a 160-year-old 
brewery, with a packag-
ing center that fills thou-
sands of cans and bottles 
every minute and a dis-
tribution center the size 
of five football fields. A 
massive red Miller sign 

towers over the complex 
and is a well-known 
symbol in Milwaukee, 
where beer and brew-
ing are intertwined in 
the city’s history.

The facility is also 
home to corporate cus-
tomer service, finance, 
human resources and en-
gineering departments. 
Tours take people to un-
derground caves where 
beer was once stored, 
a saloon with intricate 
woodwork, a stein hall 
with stained-glass win-
dows, a champagne room 
meeting hall with lead-
ed-glass windows, and 
an outdoor beer garden 
that can hold 300 people.

Molson Coors an-
nounced in October that 
it planned to close a 
Denver office as part of 
a restructuring to elim-
inate 400 to 500 jobs. 
The reorganisation was 
to benefit Milwaukee, 
which was expected to 
see hundreds of corpo-
rate and support jobs 
relocated there.

Before Wednesday’s 
shooting, there had been 
three mass killings na-
tionwide in 2020, with 
12 total victims. All have 
been shootings. In 2019, 
there were 44 mass 
killings, with 224 total 
victims. The Associat-
ed Press/USA TODAY/
Northeastern University 
Mass Killings database 
tracks all US homicides 
since 2006 involving four 
or more people killed, 
not including the offend-
er, over 24 hours regard-
less of weapon, location, 
victim-offender relation-
ship or motive.

The last mass shoot-
ing in the Milwaukee 
area was in August 2012, 
when white supremacist 
Wade Michael Page fa-
tally shot six people and 
wounded four others 
at a Sikh temple in sub-
urban Oak Creek. Page 
killed himself after being 
wounded in a shootout 
with police.

The worst mass 
shooting in the area in 
the past 20 years was in 
2005, when seven peo-
ple were killed and four 
wounded at a church 
service in Brookfield, a 
Milwaukee suburb. The 
shooter killed himself.

Malaysian king summons Mahathir, 
who’s trying to be PM again

Kuala Lumpur, Feb 27 
(AP): Malaysia’s king 
summoned Mahathir 
Mohamad to the palace 
Thursday, fueling talks he 
may have majority sup-
port to return as the next 
prime minister after his 
abrupt resignation and 
the collapse of his ruling 
coalition this week.

Mahathir didn’t speak 
to reporters as he was 
driven into the palace 
grounds. The meeting 
came after the king in-
terviewed lawmakers 
to determine who they 
support as prime minis-
ter and if they want fresh 
elections. A comeback as 
prime minister for a third 
time will be a remark-
able feat for Mahathir, 
the world’s oldest lead-
er at 94, after nail-biting 
twists, turns and mach-
inations in the political 
drama that unraveled 
over the weekend.

A failed bid by Maha-
thir’s supporters to form 
a new government with-
out his named successor 
Anwar Ibrahim plunged 
the country into a politi-
cal limbo.

A total of 37 lawmak-
ers, led by Mahathir’s 
Bersatu party, left the 
ruling alliance, depriv-
ing it of majority support 
and sparking a crisis less 
than two years after it 
ousted a corrupt-tainted 
coalition that had ruled 
for 61 years.

The king dissolved 
the Cabinet but reap-

pointed Mahathir as in-
terim leader. The result 
was a renewed battle be-
tween Mahathir and An-
war, whose political feud 
has stretched more than 
two decades.

Mahathir said 
Wednesday he had quit 
to show he wasn’t pow-
er crazy and because he 
doesn’t want to work 
with the former corrupt 
regime that he had oust-
ed in 2018 polls.

Despite a preelection 
pact to handover power 
to Anwar, he said Par-
liament should pick the 
next leader and that he 
would form a nonparti-
san government if he is 
chosen again to helm the 
government.

I just want to do what 
is best for the country. I 
believe, rightly or wrong-
ly, politics and political 
parties must be set aside 
for now. If allowed, I will 
form an administration 
that does not side with 
any party. Only national 
interest will be priori-
tized,” Mahathir said in a 
televised message.

His unity government 
plan was rejected by An-
war’s camp, which said it 
would only create a Ma-
hathir government that 
is not accountable to the 
people and unsustainable.

Anwar said lawmak-
ers from the three re-
maining parties in his 
alliance have nominated 
him as the prime min-
ister after Mahathir re-

jected their offer to re-
store their former gov-
ernment.

He has said they will 
wait for the king’s deci-
sion. His camp still con-
trols 41% of parliamen-
tary seats but could be 
the largest bloc after two 
key Malay opposition 
parties withdrew their 
support for Mahathir.

Anwar was Maha-
thir’s deputy during Ma-
hathir’s first stint in of-
fice in the 1990s, but he 
was sacked following a 
power struggle and lat-
er jailed on sodomy and 
corruption charges that 
he said were trumped up.

Anwar led a reform 
movement that helped 
built a fledgling opposi-
tion but was jailed a sec-
ond time for sodomy in 
2014 in a move he said 
was aimed at killing his 
political career.

Mahathir, who retired 
in 2003 after 22 years in 
power, made a comeback 
in 2016 spurred by an-
ger over a massive graft 
scandal involving a state 
investment fund. Maha-
thir and Anwar recon-
ciled and forged an alli-
ance that won a historic 
vote in 2018 that ush-
ered in the first change 
of government since in-
dependence from Britain 
in 1957.

But their relationship 
remained uneasy as Ma-
hathir refused to set a 
time frame to hand over 
power to Anwar.

San Francisco, Feb 27 
(AP): Facebook said 
Wednesday that it is 
banning ads that make 
false claims about prod-
ucts tied to the new 
coronavirus.

The social network 
said it is removing ads 
that feature a product 
and imply a limited sup-
ply, seeking create a 
sense of urgency in their 
mention of coronavirus. 
Ads that guarantee a cure 
or prevention are also 
banned, it said.

For instance, ads for 
face masks that claim 
the products are 100% 
guaranteed to prevent 
the spread of the virus 
are not allowed, the com-

pany said. The ban went 
into effect this week. 
Facebook had previously 
banned ads, along with 
regular unpaid posts, 
that peddle fake cures 
such as drinking bleach, 
spread conspiracy theo-
ries about the virus, or dis-
courage people from seek-
ing medical treatment.

The ban went into ef-
fect as the World Health 
Organization reported 
that the number of new 
cases outside China ex-
ceeded the number of 
new infections inside the 
country for the first time 
on Tuesday.

The COVID-19 virus 
has now spread to at 
least 39 countries. 

US, South Korea postpone joint 
military exercises over virus

Seoul, Feb 27 (AFP): 
The US and South Korean 
militaries on Thursday 
postponed forthcoming 
joint exercises due to the 
coronavirus outbreak as 
the Asian country report-
ed 334 new cases, taking 
its total to 1,595.

The decision to delay 
the training was made 
after Seoul declared its 
highest “severe” alert 
level over the virus, Com-
bined Forces Command 
said, adding the post-
ponement was “until fur-
ther notice”.

The United States 
has 28,500 troops in 
South Korea to protect 
it against the nucle-
ar-armed North, many 
of them based south of 
Seoul at Camp Hum-
phreys in Pyeongtaek 
-- Washington’s biggest 
overseas military facility.

The security allies 
have previously scaled 
back their annual joint 
military exercises signifi-
cantly to facilitate nucle-
ar talks with Pyongyang 
-- which condemns such 
drills as preparations for 
an invasion -- but a com-
mand coordination ex-
ercise had been planned 

for this spring. South 
Korea has the highest 
number of virus cases in 
the world outside China, 
where the disease first 
emerged in December 
and has since spread to 
dozens of countries.

Thursday’s increase 
was the biggest reported 
so far by the Korea Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention, which 
gave a death toll of 12.

More than 80 percent 
of the South’s cases are 
in Daegu -- South Korea’s 
fourth largest city with a 
population of 2.5 million 
-- and the neighbouring 
province of North Gyeong-
sang. They centre on the 
Shincheonji Church of Je-
sus, a secretive entity often 
accused of being a cult.

A 61-year-old female 
member developed a fe-
ver on February 10, but 
attended at least four 
church services in Daegu 
before being diagnosed.

Checks have begun 
on more than 200,000 
Shincheonji members 
after the organisation 
handed over a list to au-
thorities, and the num-
ber of cases is expected 
to increase as a result.  
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EMERALD ATTITUDE! The model, Hailey 
Bieber styles a TRE by Natalie Ratabesi green blazer 
and skirt combo with knee-high boots during Paris 
Fashion Week. 
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aRIES: Statutory warning: things 
could go out of hand. We are in the 
midst of Mercury retrograde after all! 
But before you externalise the prob-
lem or play the blame game, look 
within. There’s a chance you’re be-
ing too harsh with yourself or others. 
Word for the wise: keep your eyes on 
the prize, but don’t make the journey 
a struggle. 
Tip: Keep the vision in mind.
tauRuS: Have you really learned 
the lesson like you say you have? 
Have you really let go of the hurt and 
the pain? Statutory warning: you will 
be tested, and not because the Uni-
verse has something against you, 
but because it wants you to rise up 
and evolve to the next level. A certain 
degree of acceptance will help you 
make space for the change. When 
it comes to decisions, find a balance 
between your head and your heart. 
This will help you move forward in the 
right direction.
Tip: It’s time to integrate the lesson 
and rise up to the next level.

GEmINI: Victory is overrated. You 
have to fall every now and then, Gem-
ini. You have to come home with a 
broken heart or a bruised knee, be-
cause this signifies you have made an 
effort and tried something that doesn’t 
come naturally. Your focus this week: 
getting in touch with your playful ener-
gy. It’s never too late to unleash your 
wild and free side.
Tip: Have fun. Make mistakes.
caNcER: The difference between 
people who make it and the ones who 
don’t is not skill and opportunity alone. 
It is the willingness to play the field 
that sets one apart. The ability to put 
yourself out there despite the risks it 
entails. Let go of your invisibility cloak, 
Cancer. Let go of your idea of who 
you are as you embrace the becom-
ing. This new chapter of your life re-
quires a lethal combination of courage 
and initiative.
Tip: Embrace the becoming.
lEo: The thing about spiritual amne-
sia is that it makes us forget our roots. 
We lose sense of who we are and 

where we come from. But something 
within you is changing, Leo, and it is 
helping you look beyond the veil. You 
are not only raising your conscious-
ness, but also realising that you are 
a being of light. Bury the jewels hid-
den deep within your soul as you hold 
space for those around you to do the 
same. Trust that others who are walk-
ing the same path will benefit from 
your wisdom.
Tip: Trust in your abilities to look be-
yond the veil.
VIRGo: Ready to level up, Virgo? A 
big breakthrough moment is on the 
cards. For some, this could mean 
rising in ranks or being offered a pro-
motion. If it feels in alignment with the 
life you want to create for yourself, 
say yes. The success you are expe-
riencing right now will bring you in 
the spotlight for all the right reasons. 
Know how to capitalise on the given 
opportunities. It’s time to network with 
the right people.
Tip: Level up.
lIbRa: So they made a mistake, Li-

bra. Let’s not forget you did too. That 
makes you even, does it not? At any 
point of time, you have two options: 
to continue to hold onto the grudges, 
or make space for the light to enter. 
Channel your inner Buddha. Know 
that forgiveness is not just about the 
other person. Your personal freedom 
is at stake here. Learning to manage 
your expectations is another lesson 
you are being asked to learn. 
Tip: Forgiveness will free you.
ScoRpIo: It’s a ‘get lucky’ kind of 
day in the Scorpio headquarters, and 
we are talking about work and money 
here. Lo and behold! A new opportuni-
ty (one that you’ve been manifesting) 
could come your way. Alternatively, you 
could be investing in a business of your 
own or discussing money matters. 
Tip: New opportunities are coming up 
on the work and money front.
SaGIttaRIuS: Where is this sense 
of dissatisfaction stemming from? 
Could you be doing too little of what 
sets your soul on fire? The cards are 
asking you to bring your attention 

back to your long-term vision, and 
realign with the chosen path. The 
projects you are working on right now 
may serve you in the short run, but 
they are not challenging you to grow 
or adding to your portfolio. That’s 
something to be mindful of when you 
find yourself struggling to make the 
right choices.
Tip: Do more of what sets your soul 
on fire.
capRIcoRN: Love at first sight is 
overrated. The greatest romances 
develop over a period of time, this is 
something you are coming to realise. 
Get to know them on a deeper level, 
Capricorn. The Universe is holding 
space for you to uncover newer lay-
ers. Saturnians who have recently dis-
covered a connection with somebody 
will feel inspired to spend more time 
getting to know them. Remember, you 
don’t have to be anybody other than 
who you are. Trust that they will ap-
preciate the gift of authenticity.
Tip: Here’s to love that gets better with time.
aquaRIuS: Maybe it’s not align-

ment. Maybe it represents a part 
of who you used to be, but not who 
you are becoming. If it is causing you 
this much anxiety, it’s best to let go, 
Aquarius. Today, the cards are asking 
you to pay attention to your mental 
health as you eliminate the triggers. 
Next step: find a way to alleviate your 
mood. Consider a long walk in nature 
or turn to astrology or spirituality to un-
ravel the secrets of life.
Tip: Pay attention to your mental 
health.
pIScES: Often, when we choose to 
live consciously, we give ourselves 
grief about material pleasures. But 
who says you can’t perfect the Ma-
yurasana during the day and enjoy 
a glass of wine while watching the 
sun go down? It’s called the fine art 
of balance, Pisces, and today you’re 
being asked to embrace all aspects of 
yourself. When in doubt, choose what 
the Buddhists call the ‘middle path’. 
Moderation is the key to the peace 
and harmony you are seeking.
Tip: Choose the middle path.
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chris Harrison confirms ‘intimate Relationship’ 
between peter Weber & ‘bachelor’ producer

Jay-Z files second lawsuit against 
‘barbaric’ Mississippi prison

Letitia Wright to 
play double role 
in thriller ‘The 
Silent Twins’
Los Angeles, Feb 27 (PTI): “Black 
Panther” star Letitia Wright will 
topline Polish director Agnieszka 
Smoczynska’s upcoming thriller “The 
Silent Twins”.

The film will feature Wright as the 
real-life identical twins June and Jen-
nifer Gibbons, who were locked up in 
a high-security mental health hospital.

According to The Hollywood Re-
porter, the project is based on the 
critically-acclaimed book “The Silent 
Twins” by investigative journalist 
Marjorie Wallace.

The movie will also feature actor 
Tamara Lawrance in a pivotal role.

The story is about the twin sisters 
who were entirely silent, communi-
cating only to each other in a private 
language. They became obsessed 
with writing fiction, boys, and crime 
in their teens but their intense bond 
ultimately turned into something 
more dangerous.

The movie, which will start produc-
tion in April, is produced by Kindred 
Spirit, UK management and produc-
tion banner 42 and Poland’s Madants.
Wright, 26, will also serve as executive 
producer alongside Ewa Puszczynska, 
Katie Anderson, Jake Carter, Trevor 
Groth, Alicia Van Couvering, Andrea 
Seigel, Charlie Morrison and Wallace.

The actor will be next seen in 
“Death on the Nile” for Disney and 
Steve McQueen’s high-profile BBC/
Amazon drama “Small Axe”.

Macaulay Culkin 
joins cast of 
‘American Horror 
Story’ S10
Los Angeles, Feb 27 (PTI): Macaulay 
Culkin, who became famous as a child 
star for “Home Alone” series, will be 
featuring in the tenth season of Ryan 
Murphy’s “American Horror Story”.

Murphy took to Instagram to share 
the ensemble cast list in the form of 
short videos showing waves crashing 
on the beach under gray skies as vari-
ous names flash across the screen.

“#AHSSeason10,” Murphy cap-
tioned the post.

Culkin will star alongside Sarah 
Paulson and Evan Peters, who both are 
coming back to the series after sitting 
out on the ninth season.

The tenth edition will also fea-
ture Kathy Bates, Billie Lourd, Finn 
Wittrock, Lily Rabe, Adina Porter, Les-
lie Grossman and Angelica Ross.

“American Horror Story”, which 
Murphy created with Brad Fulchuk in 
2011, was recently renewed for three 
more seasons by the network FX.

Way forward for any country is by 
educating itself more: shah rukh

Mumbai, Feb 27 (PTI): Bollywood super-
star Shah Rukh Khan on Wednesday said 
it’s with constant education that a coun-
try, a family can move forward as there 
is never an end to learning.

In December last 
year, when the actor vis-
ited the Indian Film Fes-
tival of Melbourne, the 
La Trobe University an-
nounced the ‘Shah Rukh 
Khan La Trobe Universi-
ty PhD Scholarship’.

At the event to an-
nounce the recipient of 
the scholarship here on 
Wednesday, Shah Rukh 
said it was his honour to 
lend his name or be at-
tached to the scholarship.

“I am a big believer in 
education. I truly believe 
that the way forward for 
any country, any family, 
city, state is by educating it-
self more and more. There 
is never an end to educa-
tion. I’ve come to realise 
the more I know, I figure 
out, the less I understand. 
It’s very important to keep 
educating ourselves for the 
rest of our lives.

“I’ve always believed 
education in India and else-
where in the world, is the 
most important step forward 
for any nation,” he said.

The scholarship was 
dedicated to Gopika Kot-
tantharayil Bhasi, a female 
researcher from Thrissur, Kerala.

Gopika, who chosen from over 800 
women, is working on farming practices 
through animal science, ecology and mo-
lecular studies. Shah Rukh, 54, said what 

also will help taking the world move 
ahead is educating women.

“Related to the fact, is of course, ed-
ucation of women, empowering women, 

to look after themselves to look after 
their families...

“If you are able to empower them 
with education, the world goes even fur-
ther forward,” the actor added.

Acting on behalf of 152 inmates, the 
rapper and mogul argues prisoners’ 

constitutional rights are being violated
Jay-Z has filed a civil lawsuit against 

the Mississippi Department of Correc-
tions on behalf of 152 inmates at a state 
prison, alleging “barbaric” conditions.

Parchman prison is accused of “ab-
horrent conditions, abuse and constant 
violence, inadequate health care and 
mental health care, and overuse of isola-
tion … the people confined at Parchman 
live a miserable and hopeless existence 
confronted daily by imminent risk of 
substantial harm in violation of their 
rights under the US Constitution”.

Among the problems detailed by the 
lawsuit and an accompanying documen-
tary film made by Jay-Z’s company Roc 
Nation are a lack of staffing that has allowed 
prisoner violence to flourish, sewage-filled 
cells, contaminated food and water, and a 
lack of adequate healthcare. Nine inmates 
have died at the prison so far in 2020.

The suit calls for the Department of 
Corrections to eliminate health and safe-

ty risks within 90 days. The department 
wouldn’t comment on the suit, but has 
previously said that violence is gang-re-
lated rather than linked to staffing issues.

It is the second lawsuit brought against 
the prison by Jay-Z, in tandem with fellow 
rapper Yo Gotti – the pair filed a suit on be-
half of 29 other inmates in January.

Jay-Z has frequently involved himself 
in African American civil rights cases 
using his philanthropy arm Team Roc, 
including those of other figures from 
the rap world. He intervened over 21 
Savage’s detainment by immigration of-
ficials, and the sentencing of Meek Mill 
following a probation violation, saying: 
“What’s happening to Meek Mill is just 
one example of how our criminal justice 
system entraps and harasses hundreds 
of thousands of black people every day.”

He has also reportedly bailed out 
protesters in Baltimore and Ferguson 
who were detained during anti-police 
brutality demonstrations, and has taken 
on dozens of other cases with civil rights 
lawyer Alex Spiro.

Based on recent gossip, we’ve been grow-
ing more and more suspicious about Pe-

ter Weber and his Bachelor producer, Julie 
LaPlaca. Although it seems far-fetched for 
the pilot to end up with a crew member, 
Chris Harrison just opened up about the 
relationship and confirmed that 
it is, in fact, “intimate.”

The Bachelor Nation 
host, 48, recently sat 
down for an interview 
with Access and dis-
cussed the controver-
sial photo he posted 
last week, which fea-
tured himself, Weber 
and LaPlaca (and a 
mystery man) hanging 
out at what appears to 
be the airport. Although 
rumors were already swirl-
ing about the pilot and his 
producer, Harrison admitted that 
he didn’t mean to stir up any drama. 
(We call BS.)

“Actually, I didn’t mean to do anything 
other than the fact that we spend a lot time 
together, we travel the world together,” he 
said. “Julie, an amazing, talented, smart pro-
ducer that works for us—works on the show, 
so she’s with Peter. And she’s with all of us.”

When asked about the nature of Weber’s 
relationship with LaPlaca, Harrison con-
firmed what we all saw coming. “It’s an inti-
mate relationship,” he added. “You spend that 
much time together we all get close. Some-

times those lines get blurred.”
“Intimate?” While it’s very 
possible that Harrison is re-

ferring to an “intimate” 
friendship, we can think 

of a billion different 
adjectives that would 
have been more suit-
able if that were the 
case. (Especially 
since Weber used 
the word “intimate” 

to describe his over-
night stays with Han-

nah Ann and Victoria F. 
in episode nine.)
If you’re thinking, Is We-

ber even allowed to date a pro-
ducer?, Harrison revealed that there 

are no “rules,” just as long as the pilot ends 
up happy. “The only rules are: Peter needs to 
have the best opportunities to find love,” he 
continued. “If something were to mess that 
up, then we would step in.”

We’d love to hear what Hannah Ann has to 
say about this.


