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18 new cases and 15 recoveries; 
Sikkim’s active cases stand at 340

SummIt rePOrt
Gangtok, 24 July: 

Eighteen new cases of COVID-19 were reported 
in Sikkim on Friday and with 15 people making 

full recoveries and getting discharged from hospital, 
Sikkim’s tally of active cases stood at 340 today.

The total numbers of COVID-19 cases reported in 
the State thus far is 477. 

Out of the 18 new cases, 11 were reported from 
East Sikkim and seven from West Sikkim. 

Meanwhile, with 15 patients getting discharged, 
the total number of people who have beaten Novel 
Coronavirus in Sikkim stands at 137.

In his health bulletin on Friday, Health Department 
Secretary, Dr Pempa T Bhutia mentioned that 62 
samples were tested by TrueNat on Thursday and all 
returned negative, while 10 new cases were detected 
through RT-PCR testing of 203 samples at the VRD 
Lab, STNM hospital. 

Eight samples tested positive during Rapid 
Antigen Testing of 234 samples.

While providing the break-up of 10 cases detected 

in RT-PCR, Dr Bhutia informed that these included 
two returnees, a 51-year-old man and a 32-year-old 
man, from a paid quarantine facility in East Sikkim. 

He further informed that four SSB personnel from 
Yuksom, a primary contact of a positive patient from 
the Rangpo funeral from TNA complex and three 

SSB personnel from Melli-Aching were also reported 
positive during RT-PCR testing.

Likewise, he mentioned that all 130 samples 
from Rongli, two samples from Rhenock and 25 from 
Singtam tested negative during rapid antigen testing. 

During rapid antigen testing of 43 samples, 11 
of returnees and 32 of contacts from Chanatar and 
Rangpo bazaar, at Rangpo, all tested negative but 05 
more cases were detected from contacts, he informed. 

He added that three persons from Nandok tested 
positive during testing of 25 samples at Pakyong. 
Following the same, Nandok has been declared as 
containment zone, it may be recalled.

The Secretary informed that samples of primary 
contacts of a patient from Arithang have been sent for 
RT-PCR testing and reports will come out tomorrow. 

He mentioned that South District team has taken 
out sample of 157 contacts of the patient from 
Zydus Wellness Centre, Mamring and sent for RT-
PCR testing. Likewise, samples of 17 contacts from 
Jorethang of patients from Timburbong and also 
sent for RT-PCR testing.

COVID-19 tally in India 
climbs to 12,87,945
new delhi, July 24 (pti): India saw a record 
single-day spike of 49,310 COVID-19 cases taking the 
country’s virus tally to 12,87,945 on Friday, while the 
recoveries surged to 8,17,208, according to the Union 
Health Ministry data.

The death toll mounted to 30,601 with 740 new 
fatalities reported in a span of 24 hours, the data 
updated at 8 am showed.

There are 4,40,135 active cases of coronavirus 
infection presently in the country.

Thus, around 63.45 per cent people have recovered 
so far.The total number of confirmed cases includes 
foreigners.

Of the 740 deaths reported in the last 24 hours, 
298 are from Maharashtra, 97 from Karnataka, 88 
are from Tamil Nadu, 61 from Andhra Pradesh, 34 
from West Bengal, 28 from Gujarat, 26 each from 
Uttar Pradesh and Delhi, 11 from Rajasthan,10 from 
Madhya Pradesh and nine each from Jammu and 
Kashmir and Telangana.

Punjab has reported eight fatalities followed by 
Assam, Odisha and Haryana with six deaths each, 
Kerala five, Uttarakhand, Jharkhand and Puducherry 
three each, while Chhattisgarh, Tripura and Goa have 
registered a fatality each.

Biryani tops India’s food chart during lockdown: report
new delhi, Jul 24 
(pti): The COVID-19 
pandemic and the 
subsequent lockdown 
saw many people turning 
chefs overnight, but 
those who could not 
turned to online delivery 
of food. And not just any 
food, as per a new report, 
Indians “craved the most 
for Biryani” during the 
lockdown.

The “StatEATistics 
report: The Quarantine 
Edition” from food 
delivery platform Swiggy 
found that Indians 
ordered biryani over “5.5 
lakh times” from their 
favourite restaurants.

The new normal 
might have opened 
a pandora’s box of 
behavioral changes, but 
some old habits die hard 
like the love for Biryani, 
which took the top spot 
for overall orders. It 
was followed by butter 
naan and masala dosa at 
3,35,185 and 3,31,423, 
respectively.

Biryani has topped 

the list of most ordered 
dishes for the fourth 
year in a row, the food 
delivery platform noted.

Indians didn’t forget 
to indulge their sweet 
tooth in the uncertain 
months of lockdown. 
Their favourite comfort 
food during the lockdown 
period was the moist and 
decadent Choco Lava 
cake, ordered around 
1,29,000 times.

“The humble Gulab 
Jamun (84,558) and chic 
Butterscotch Mousse 
cake (27,317) followed 
suit,” said the report 
derived from Swiggy’s 
order analysis in the past 
few months across cities 
that it is present in.

Also, as birthday 
parties moved to 
video calls, and virtual 
cake cutting sessions, 
according to the food 
delivery platform, 
it delivered nearly 
“1,20,000 cakes” 
to complete these 
celebrations.

According to the 

report, on average, 
“65,000 meal orders” 
were placed by 8 pm 
each day to make sure 
food arrived in time for 
dinner.

“It was the busiest 
hour for Swiggy 
delivery partners and 
restaurants. On average, 
they (customers) chose 
to tip Rs.23.65, with one 
particularly generous 
customer tipping Rs. 
2500!,” it added.

For those who 
only relied on home-

made food during the 
quarantine, Swiggy 
delivered a whooping 
323 million kgs of 
onions and 56 million 
kgs of bananas through 
its grocery section and 
hence ensured that its 
consumers were all 
stocked up.

That said, it also took 
care of the ‘quick-fix meal’ 
tribe -- consumers who 
resort to the evergreen 
college hacks of living on 
instant noodles.

“Around 3,50,000 

packets of this ideal 
easy to cook meal were 
ordered during the 
lockdown,” it said.

In all, Swiggy 
delivered 40 million 
orders across food, 
groceries, medicines and 
other household items 
during India’s lockdowns. It 
also delivered over 73,000 
bottles of sanitizers and 
hand wash along with 
47,000 face masks as the 
definition of essentials’ 
changed during these 
uncertain times.

Rongli outbreak under control, East dist admn 
reiterates commitment to normalize situation

SummIt rePOrt
Gangtok, 24 Jul: An analysis of the 
COVID-19 situation in East Sikkim 
by the East District Administration 
today, brings the positive tiding that 
the outbreak emanating from Rongli 
and covering Rhenock and other areas 
like Padamchen and Lingtam was 
now under control with no new cases 
reported from there for the past three 
days. Contact tracing of offshoots from 
the funerals in Rangpo too show signs 
of having been contained.

While informing that even COVID-
positive people were recovering well 
and getting discharged from hospital 
within one week after making full 
recoveries, the report reassures 
that the district administration was 
committed to contain the spread soon 
and normalise the situation.

As per the analysis of testing 
reports by the district administration, 
all suspected cases, including primary 
and secondary contacts, of the Rongli 
outbreak have been tested. 

“Our containment strategy worked 

to contain the spread of cases. Now 
RTPCR samples are being taken from 
these areas to be sure,” the report 
informs. 

Meanwhile, all primary and 
secondary contacts from Golden Cross 
pharma have tested negative.

The report highlights that two death 
rituals held recently in Rangpo area 
were behind most of the cases detected 
in the immediate neighbourhood as 
well as in Gangtok and Nandok. 

“Rangpo is highly populated area 
So there are high chances of more 
cases in coming days as Samples are 
being taken after proper line listing of 
primary and secondary contacts,” the 
report informs.

Singtam thankfully is clear with 
only three cases from the police station 
and one at Zydus Pharma linked to 
Rangpo event.

All the 18 primary contacts of Sun 
Pharma’s positive case have tested negative 
and directed to remain in home quarantine 
as a precautionary measure and will 
undergo RT-PCR test after a week. 

39 contacts test negative in Soreng, 
strict lockdown in timburbong

Gyalshing, 24 Jul (ipr): As per the 
information received from SDM Soreng, 
since 19 July, 39 Rapid Antigen Test for 
primary and secondary contacts have 
been done and all have tested negative. 

Further, counselling of the primary 
and secondary contacts was conducted 
by Soreng CHC which was attended by 
CMO West, Timburbong Panchayat 
President and other officials.

There will be Antigen Test of more 
than 150 contacts on 24 July and 
25 July from 10am at Timburbong 
Secondary School. It was informed  
that till now three members of same 
family have tested positive and almost 
all contact tracing has been done.

All the contacts have been advised 
to stay under strict home till further 
orders irrespective of negative 
results. The Health Department of 

West Sikkim has been keeping close 
contact via telecommunication to 
ensure proper and timely health status. 

The Timburbong GPU, which 
is a ‘Containment Area’ is under 
complete lockdown and the 
necessities of households like LPG, 
essential commodities is being 
home delivered. The essential 
medicines are being home delivered 
by local pharmacies after the 
medicines are prescribed through 
telecommunication by respective 
doctors.

DM West informed that the 
situation is under control and normal. 
However, general public have been 
advised to stay home to fully contain 
the spread of the infection. As of now, 
the Timburbong GPU has been fully 
cordoned off by Soreng Police Station.

yangtey residents warn of impending disaster, 
blame SSB construction for landslides

rudra kauShIk
Gyalshing, 24 Jul: 

The massive landslide that occurred a 
fortnight ago near Sashastra Seema Bal 

(SSB) camp of Yangtey near Gyalshing has 
endangered lower Yangtey village located 
below the SSB camp. The accumulated 
debris, mud and slush around the landslide 
affected areas above the village pose a 
threat to the village below. The villagers are 
living in constant fear and have asked for 
governmental to help.  

Local residents have alleged that 
construction work to extend the cantonment 
area is the reason behind the landslide. The 
construction work is being done through a 
private construction company.

The villagers further informed that 
a Jhora that passes through the village 
overflows during rainy season and the Jhora 
usually remains blocked due to which rain 
water flows into the village.

Jiwanath Sharma, an affected resident 
of Yangtey informs that the villagers take 
refuge in neighbouring villages on rainy 
nights. He adds that abandoning their houses 
and livestock, they go to safer locations and 
return in the morning to finish daily chores.

“We are living in a scary situation and 
the villagers are scared of landslides and 
flash floods. We appeal to the district 

administration to find a concrete 
solution else we will get completely 
displaced from our homes,” a local 
resident, Kul Bahadur Chettri said.

SDM (Gyalshing) Tshering 
Topgay Bhutia, concerned BDO 
and Zilla Panchayat Roshan 
Khatiwada, along with a team of 
forest officials today visited the 
landslide affected site and the 
village lying below to take stock of 
the damages and threat posed to 
the village located below. 

Tshering Topgay Bhutia 
maintained that tapping and 
releasing rain water coming from 
various sources especially during 
ongoing rainy season to the main 
jhora through pipelines may help 
to prevent further damages. He 
assured all possible help to the 
villagers from the West district 
administration.

Zilla panchayat, Roshan 
Khatiwada informed that the 
district administration has 
assured to provide necessary help 
to the villagers adding that manpower and 
machineries would be in place to deal with 
any kind of disaster.  

It may be informed that Gyalshing to 

Sakyong road connecting other nearby rural 
areas was blocked at SSB camp, Yangtey for 
many days and has been opened recently. 
Slush and boulders have been put on the 
roadside endangering areas lying below.
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335
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FLat FOr SaLe
4BHK flat, total area 2376 sqft

Ninety Bazaar, Near Paljor 
Stadium, Gangtok

Contact: 9563083895

Land FOr SaLe
Two plots available – 30X40 sqft and 

50X30 sqft JunkeriDara, SamlikMarchak
Price negotiable Contact: 6296366498, 

9641878315, 9593262407

generaL Land FOr SaLe 
Riverside land [General] along Ra-nipool-Rumtek 

Highway near Adampool,stretching from the 
roadside down till the river bank. Total area 

measuring 0.2348 Hectares [approximately 25,274 
sq ft].  Ideal for developing a Resort. Parties 

interested in purchasing the entire plot can contact 
9083826462 and 9832556698. 
Brokers will not be entertained.

LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335
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Facebook.com/
SummittimesSikkim

Fresh lot of rapid information

FOr rent:
Two and half storeyed (1st to 3rd floor) complex 

is available for rent in the heart of Ranipool 
Baazar (Opposite UCO Bank). The building 

area is 35’x60’ appx. In each floor ad is fit for 
offices, shopping complexes, guest houses, banks 

tec. Contact: 8509755220, 8348007688.

dc-east leads inspection of containment 
zones and isolation centres

Gangtok, July 24 [ipr]: An East 
District Administration team led by 
DC East Raj Yadav visited various 
containment zones and isolation 
centres in the Saramsa/ Nandok 
area and Rangpo and surrounding 
areas to assess the situation on 
ground. 
The DC was accompanied by SP 
East, SDM Headquarters, SDM 
Rangpo, and other officers. 

The team visited the 
containment zone at Saramsa, Sun 
Pharma area and Nandok. 

The team took stock of the waste 
disposal system, supply of essential 
commodities and other immediate 
measures and safety protocols.

The team then proceeded to 
Rangpo.

A brief meeting was held at 
Tourism Guest House Rangpo with 
CMO East, DSO and the Contact 
Tracing team where COVID-care 
management and overall strategy 
was discussed.

Bright Academy’s kindergartners 
prepare aaloo-chat

SummIt rePOrt
rangpo, 24 July

With Novel 
C o r o n a v i r u s 

shutting schools, and 
the lockdown forcing 
children indoors, 
the team at Bright 
Academy is working at 
innovative ways to keep 
kids entertained and 
academically engaged. 
The tiny tots today 
prepared aaloo-chaat 
with online help from 
their teachers for their 
parents at home today. 
Both, the teachers and 
the children, dressed up 
as chefs and whipped up 
the treat following step 
by step instructions. 

Jorethang’s ‘Great Mates’ sanitize 
Jorethang, 24 Jul 
(ipr): In the wake 
of a sudden surge in 
COVID-19 cases, a 
daylong sanitisation 
drive, conducted 
by Jorethang-based 
NGO ‘Great Mates’ in 
coordination with NJMC, 
was carried out at 
various locations across 
Jorethang today.

Members of Great 
Mates in the company 
of MEO, Rajani Pega 
and support from NJMC 
and other civil society 
members sanitised 
public places such as the 
ATMs, public playground, 
CHC premises, police 
stations, offices, taxi 
parking plaza and few 

residential complexes in 
Jorethang bazaar area.

The NGO has been 
successfully conducting 

such sanitisation 
drives and other social 
activities in South and 
West districts since 

the inception of their 
organization which 
focuses on promotive,  
preventive, and 

responsive social roles 
of youth towards the 
development of the 
society.

governor bound by cabinet’s advice, say legal experts
new delhi, Jul 24 (pti): 
Rajasthan Governor 
Kalraj Mishra has no 
option but to accept 
the recommendation 
of the Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot Cabinet to 
convene the Assembly 
session, legal experts 
said on Friday.
Referring to Constitution 
schemes on power and 
duties of Governor, they 
were of the common 
view that the Governor is 
duty-bound by the advice 
of the Cabinet.

Amid high political 
drama unfolding in the 
state, Gehlot accused 
Mishra on Friday of being 
under pressure not to call 
the Assembly session.

Gehlot, whose 
government is facing 
challenge from 19 
rebel Congress MLAs, 
including his sacked 

deputy chief minister 
Sachin Pilot, said the 
state government 
requested the Governor 
to call the session, but 
he had not yet issued the 
order.

Referring to the 
5-judge Constitution 
Bench judgement in 
Nabam Rebia (Arunachal 
Pradesh) case, senior 
advocates Rakesh 
Dwivedi and Vikas Singh 
said the Supreme Court 
has clearly stated that 
Governor is bound by the 
advice of the Cabinet and 
he has to convene the 
Assembly.

Dwivedi said the 
Governor has no 
discretion and at best he 
can confer with the Chief 
Minister for change of 
date to hold the session.

Another senior 
lawyer, who refused 

to be named, said that 
once the Cabinet sends 
a recommendation, the 
Governor is bound to 
convene a meeting of the 
Assembly for the floor 
test.

Talking to PTI, Singh 
said: “In Nabam Rebia 
matter, the Supreme 
Court has clearly said 
that Governor is bound 
by the advice of the 
Cabinet. He can’t say 
no and he has to call 
the house whenever 
the Chief Minister asks 
him to do so.

The senior lawyer 
said it is for the 
Chief Minister to see 
whether there is a 
threat of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) or not.

“It is not for the 
Governor. He can 
direct people to follow 
rules and do social 

distancing. But he 
cannot refuse the 
Governor,” Singh said.

Referring to 
Article 163(1) of the 
Constitution, the apex 
court in its judgement 
had said that Governor 
is bound by the advice 
of his Council of 
Ministers.

“Governor is 
only a formal or 
constitutional head. 
His executive functions 
are, therefore, 
dependent on the aid 
and advice given by the 
Council of Ministers. 
Since there is no 
provision enabling the 
Governor to act in ‘his 
individual judgment’ 
the Governor is bound 
by the advice of the 
Council of Ministers 
with whose aid he 
acts,” the top court had 

said.
The Rajasthan 

High Court on Friday 
morning ordered 
maintaining status 
quo on disqualification 
notices issued by 
Assembly Speaker C P 
Joshi to the 19 dissident 
Congress MLAs, 
including Sachin Pilot.

The notices were 
served by the Assembly 
speaker to the MLAs on 
July 14 after the party 
complained to him that 
the legislators had defied 
a whip to attend two 
Congress Legislature 
Party meetings last week.

Rajasthan Congress 
MLAs in the Ashok 
Gehlot camp have begun 
a dharna’ at the Raj 
Bhawan, saying they will 
stay put till the Governor 
summons the session of 
the state Assembly.

Indore’s Phd fruit seller takes on Imc in fluent english
indore, Jul 24 (pti): 
An assistant professor-
turned-fruit seller 
created quite a stir when 
she spoke fluent English 
while protesting against 
the Indore Municipal 
Corporation’s drive to 
remove her pushcart.
A video of Raisa Ansari 
(36) speaking against 
the IMC’s drive to clear 
out pushcarts of fruits 
and vegetable vendors in 
Malwa Mill area has gone 
viral on social media, 
leaving many amazed 
at her confidence and 
gumption.

Despite holding a PhD 
in Material Sciences from 
Devi Ahilyabai Vishwa 
Vidyalaya (DAVV), Ansari 
was forced to give up her 
job at a local engineering 
college and take up her 
family business of selling 
fruits and vegetables.

“I always wanted to 
become a scientist. But 
because of some family 
problems, I had to step 
into my family’s business 
of selling vegetables and 
fruits,” Ansari told PTI.

The coronavirus-
induced lockdown had 
severely hit her family 
and when the curbs were 
relaxed, Ansari resumed 
the business.

However, the IMC’s 
order, asking roadside 
vendors to avoid 
crowding at market 

places and keep their 
pushcarts moving as they 
sell their wares, spelled 
doom for many.

When the civic 
authorities moved to 
remove the carts of 
errant vendors, Ansari’s 
anguish poured out.

Terming the attitude 
of IMC officials as 
“insensitive”, she said, 
“Civic officials consider 
themselves kings 

and think we, petty 
businessmen, are worse 
than beggars.”

Following the public 
outrage over the drive 
against roadside vendors, 
the IMC has suspended 
the move until further 
orders.

With 6,457 COVID-19 
cases recorded so far, 
Indore is among the 
worst affected districts 
in the state.

aP clocks fresh single day high 
of 8,147 COvid-19 cases

amaravati, July 24 
(pti): Showing no 
signs of abating, the 
coronavirus spread 
continued at a 
virulent pace in 
Andhra Pradesh as a 
new record number 
of 8,147 cases were 
added in a day, 
pushing the states 
gross further up to 
80,858 on Friday.

The state now has 
39,990 active cases 
after 39,935 patients 
recovered from the 
infection and 933 died, 
including 49 reported 
on Friday.

On the testing front, 
it crossed another 
milestone, as the 
number of samples 
examined crossed the 
15 lakh mark.

The infection 
positivity rate shot up 

to 5.24 per cent while 
the recovery rate fell 
marginally to 49.39 
per cent after touching 
51.65 per cent on 
Thursday after higher 
discharges in the last 
two days.

The mortality rate 
remained at 1.15 per 
cent.

The infection spread 
appeared to be in an 
alarming proportion in 
East Godavari district 
where, for the second 
consecutive day, over 
1,000 cases were 
reported.

With the addition of 
1,029 fresh infections, 
East Godavari district 
now has a total of 
11,067 Covid-19 cases 
of which 7,577 were 
still active.

In the last 24 
hours, Anantapuramu 

district registered 
984 new Covid-19 
cases, Kurnool 914, 
Visakhapatnam 898 
and West Godavari 807, 
according to the latest 
bulletin.

Guntur and Chittoor 
reported 703 and 630 
respectively.

Also, the state saw 
49 more coronavirus 
fatalities in the last 
24 hours while 2,380 
patients got cured 
and discharged from 
hospitals.

Of the fresh deaths, 
East Godavari district 
reported 11, Krishna 
nine, Kurnool eight, 
Srikakulam seven and 
West Godavari five.

Kurnool touched 
150 in Covid-19 deaths, 
the highest in the state, 
followed by Krishna 133 
and East Godavari 107.

Arunachal SoP for COVID-19 
screening, management revised
itanaGar, Jul 24 
(pti): The Arunachal 
Pradesh government has 
decided to adopt a revised 
standard operating 
procedure (SoP) for 
COVID-19 screening 
of Army, paramilitary 
forces, National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) 
and Border Roads 
Organisation (BRO) 
personnel.

As per the revised SoP, 
the forces will have their 
own quarantine facilities 
and rapid antigen tests 
of all the returnees will 
be conducted as per the 
protocol developed by the 
state health department 
and Indian Council of 
Medical Research (IMCR), 
an official communiqu 
said.

The decision was 
taken during a virtual 

meeting convened by Chief 
Minister Pema Khandu 
on Friday to discuss 
COVID-19 management 
for Army and paramilitary 
forces in the state, the 
communiqu said.

The forces will 
appoint nodal officers for 
Arunachal Pradesh for an 
on-ground coordination 
with the Commissioner 
(Home) who is the nodal 
officer from the state 
government.

District level nodal 
officers will also be 
appointed for the purpose, 
it said.

The state government 
has assured them of 
support for conducting 
tests of all the personnel 
of the forces who have 
returned to the state.

It will also provide 
training to the medical 

team of the forces, the 
communiqu said.

Attended a meeting 
today through VC with the 
Army & Central Armed 
Police Forces for improved 
coordination in fighting 
#COVID19 in the state. 
Health of our Jawans is 
paramount as security 
of our borders cant be 
compromised.

Thanks to Army & 
Central Forces for their 
cooperation,” Khandu 
later tweeted.

The meeting was 
attended by Health 
Minister Alo Libang, Chief 
Secretary Naresh Kumar, 
Commander 3 Corp, 
Commander 4 Corp, DG 
NDRF, ADG ITBP, ADG BRO, 
IG, CRPF and senior officers 
of the state government 
and Assam Rifles, the 
communiqu said.
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summittimes.
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deptt directs that Fit India and 

sports training move online for now
Gangtok, 24 Jul [ipr]: 
An online meeting of 
the Sports and Youth 
Affairs Department 
was conducted today 
chaired by Minister for 
Sports and Youth Affairs 
Department Kunga Nima 
Lepcha. 
The meeting hosted by 
the Additional Director 
(HQ), Doma Tshering 
Bhutia, began with a 
welcome address by the 
Secretary, Sports and 
Youth Affairs, Kuber 
Bhandari. 

The meeting was 
attended by around 100 
participants including 
Chief Engineer L. Sherpa, 
Additional Secretary 
cum State Nodal Officer 
(NSS) Suchitra Rasaily, 
Additional Chief 
Engineer Milan Pradhan, 
Joint Directors, Deputy 
Directors, Assistant 
Directors, Coaches and 
Physical Education 
Teachers of Hq, Districts 
and blocks.

The following point 
were discussed:

1. Online training 
of different sports 
disciplines during 
Covid19 lockdown.

2. Sports for peace 
and development and 
responsibility of Officers 
at districts and blocks.

3. Status of 
sports infrastructure 
development in the State 
and under Khelo India 
Scheme.

4. Celebration of 
National Sports Day on 
29th August 2020.

5. Sports Academy.
6. The initiatives 

taken by the National 
Service Scheme (NSS) 
during this lockdown 
to contain Covid19 
pandemic. 

7. Fit India Movement. 
The concerned 

members explain the 
sports activities like Fit 
India and ongoing sports 
infrastructure project 
with the help of Power 
Point Presentation.

State NSS Cell, 
SNO, Suchitra Rasaily 
highlighted the NSS 
Volunteers efforts 
towards sensitization 
programme all over the 

State and uninterrupted 
role played by the NSS 
youth during Covid19 
pandemic. She also 
mentioned regarding 
recent Video Conference 
attended under the 
Chairmanship of Shri 
Kiran Rejiju, Hon’ble 
Minister of State for 
Youth Affairs and Sports, 
MYAS to announce the 
formalization of the 
partnership between 
MYAS and YuWaah 
with special focus on 
joint UN collaboration 
enabling India’s youth, 
connecting them 
in socio economic 
opportunities and 
engaged them as active 
change makers. Further, 
she also mentioned 
that the State Advisory 
Committee Meeting will 
be proposed during the 
1st week of September 
2020. 

Additional Chief 
Engineer presented 
the status of ongoing 
sports infrastructure 
development work and 
highlighted recently 
sanctioned BADP project 

under Lachen and 
Lachung in North Sikkim.

All officers and 
coaches from four 
Districts interacted in 
the meeting with various 
issues and progress.

Different coaches 
highlighted the recent 
online community 
coaching availed from 
SAI and organizing 
online training among 
boys and girls especially 
in football. 

After the deliberation, 
the action on following 
points to be taken up.
i) One period physical 
activities/ play for the 
school children under Fit 
India Movement in the 
respective school.
ii) Schools need to 
register to Fit India for 
star grading.
iii) Renovation of 
Reshithang Sports 
Complex for arrangement 
of Sports (Athletic) 
Academy. 
Iv) Online competitions 
singing, dancing 
and other feasible 
activities among the 
NSS volunteers, during 

lockdown.
v) If lockdown continue 
till 29th August 2020, 
the National Sports Day 
Celebration may be 
shortened by releasing 
the sports achievement 
book of Sikkim Sports 
Persons.
vi) Coaching division has 
been given responsibility 
to submit proposals for 
Online Competitions to 
be conducted.

In his concluding 
remarks, Minister said 
“there should be more 
participation to get 
involved in activities by 
all the Officers and PETs 
of the Districts. Since 
the State Government 
is providing grants 
and funds for various 
Development projects, 
all officers should take 
it positive with much 
extended cooperation 
and support to full fill 
the state Government’s 
dream.”

The meeting ended 
with the vote of thanks 
proposed by Deputy 
Director (Coaching), 
Jigme Y. Lepcha.

Bmc restricts 
gathering for 
home installation 
of ganesh idols
Mumbai, Jul 24 (pti): 
The Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation 
(BMC) has said only five 
people should participate 
in arrival and immersion 
processions of domestic 
Lord Ganesh idols during 
the Ganpati festival next 
month in view of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The BMC, which is 
spearheading Mumbai’s 
fight against coronavirus, 
on Thursday made a special 
appeal to citizens in this 
regard ahead of the festival 
to curb the spread of 
COVID-19 in the metropolis, 
which has recorded more 
than 1 lakh cases and nearly 
6,000 deaths so far.

Besides public 
installation of Lord Ganesh 
idols, thousands of people 
install such idols at home 
and immerse them on 
different days during the 
10-day festival, the most 
popular religious event in 
Maharashtra.

Requesting people to 
refrain from doing any act 
that leads to the spread of 
COVID-19, the civic body, 
in a release, warned that 
violators may invite strict 
action under relevant 
sections of the Epidemic 
Act 1897, the Disaster 
Management Act, 2005 and 
the Indian Penal Code.
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Let’s Find Other VIPs
Not everything should be 

about politics, always

Commenting on the content of newspapers, particularly 
this one, a reader who wants to like the paper but cannot, 

complained that politics was not covered enough. In fact, 
politics is rarely front-paged here, she complained. Relax, 
what follows is not a soliloquy on the editorial policy of the 
paper, but, for now, let’s continue with the premise that this 
piece opened with. 

Sure, political parties and politicians say something every 
day, some even calling press conferences to hold forth despite 
being ordered into quarantine for suspected exposure to Novel 
Coronavirus. But that is not politics because there are rarely 
any real ideologies at play or even political commentary. There 
is a lot of name-calling, endless allegations and many a times, 
mind-bafflingly philosophical gobbledygook in response to 
even the most pedantic of allegations. And there are claims. 
Coming mostly by way of recorded video messages and 
press releases, these are one-way communications in which 
clarifications and details are controlled. In the rare occasion 
that a journalist blunders into a gathering of stenographers 
thinking it is a press conference and asks the hosts to get to 
the point, they get a mouthful on the spot and trolling online. 
But we digress.

While it is necessary for people to know what their parties 
are saying, just because they said it does not mean it is 
important. At the end of the day, none of this is really politics, 
because none of this is of any long-term consequence or even 
of sustaining interest. At best, it is a lot of politicking in its 
purest, dictionary-definition of “activity directed towards 
acquiring power and influence, achieving one’s own goals”. 

But we are nation obsessed with politicians and 
politicking – switch on TV news or open any newspaper or 
news-magazine and you will receive affirmation of this. But 
why are we so obsessed with politicians. Some years ago, a 
senior TV news anchor who spends more time anchoring 
stories about politicians exchanging barbs than deliberating 
on politics, explained that in the absence of any other heroes 
[the definition probably limited to ‘celebrities’], journalists 
had no option but to zero in on the politicians, who were easily 
recognizable, always in the public domain and always willing 
to offer quotes and interviews. He was not wrong. Who does 
India have apart from politicians when it comes to celebrities 
who can feed news cycles on a regular basis? Some cricketers, 
Bollywood stars, erratic flickers in other sports, tennis for a 
while, and now wrestling and badminton as well. Because 
of our culture which does not allow our “famous people” to 
speak their minds or take a stand, the non-political celebrities 
make for boring copy because they clam up the moment 
they are invited to speak of anything beyond their individual 
performance. And let’s also accept it. We are not a very sporty 
population and our “passion” for sports is in fact just media-
managed hyperbole. How else does one explain the fact that 
we suddenly discovered Deepa Karmakar on the eve of the 
Olympics. Rio was when she peaked. If we had been a sports-
loving people, we would have seen her grow as a gymnast. In 
fact, if the media had not played up her Olympian feat, being 
media-fed spectators, we would probably not have bothered 
with feting her either. Ditto for the stars who dazzled in the 
recent Asian Games.

With news channels running on 24x7 cycles, and 
newspapers adding more pages hoping to win more readers, 
politicking ends up gaining primacy because it offers ready 
masala. But politicians can be extremely fickle, changing their 
stands often or being too predictable. As a result, what the 
media feeds the audience when it plays up “politics” ends up 
being too superficial. And that delivers us the chicken-and-
egg quandary. Will people pursue real role models or will 
media seek them out? People need to patronise real heroes 
who are consistent in their pursuits and reliable as icons. 
The media will scent the mood the people and start giving 
these personalities more media-time and that will hopefully 
leave the politicians with the time and space to debate at an 
ideological level and comment on policy initiatives rather 
than remain obsessed with corny jingoism which makes for 
sensational headlines but does nothing for to deliver better 
governance or more responsible opposition.

Even Sikkim needs to find role-models outside the 
political and bureaucratic domain. Apart from the fact that 
such personalities are available but under-appreciated, there 
is also the need to introduce the young to more versions of 
what being successful means. Such exposure will also cushion 
some of the contradictions the young grow up with when they 
seek out inspiration. Sikkim seems to keep forgetting that it 
takes more than politicians to make a society and more than 
political gossip to make a conversation. Every society and 
every generation needs heroes and role models and it would 
be unfair to suggest that Sikkim has not produced enough 
variety. What is unfortunate is that the people don’t seem to 
recognize these achievers beyond the occasional expressions 
of drummed up celebration. 
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Why some governments 
fear even teens on TikTok

chrIS Barker
theconversation.com

In Egypt, teenager Menna Abdel 
Aziz used social media to ask for 

protection after a sexual assault. 
She was arrested on a variety of 
charges, including misusing social 
media and corrupting family values.

Two young women, Haneen 
Hossam, with 915,000 TikTok 
followers, and Mawada Eladhm, 
with 3.1 million TikTok followers) 
were also arrested for their social 
influencing videos. Renad Imad, 
another social media influencer, was 
arrested after allegations of posting 
indecent content and prostitution.

In late June, belly dancer Sama 
El-Masry was sentenced to three 
years’ imprisonment for posts to 
the TikTok video sharing platform 
and other social media.

These and several other arrests 
follow on the heels of earlier cases, 
including singer Sherine Abdel 
Wahab’s arrest for insulting the Nile 
River at a concert, Rania Youssef’s 
arrest for wearing a revealing 
dress in 2018 and the 2015 arrest 
of novelist Ahmed Naji, said to be 
the first contemporary Egyptian 
writer arrested for violating public 
modesty.

These cases illustrate the social 
vulnerability of young women, 
especially those without social 
and economic connections, and 
confusion about what is permissible 
expression, and what isn’t.

What is clear is that the 
Egyptian women mentioned above 
are seen as increasingly dangerous 
to entrenched social, political and 
gendered hierarchies.

COVID-19 has only underlined 
questions about when to regulate 
speech. Quarantines and lockdowns 
have affected social engagement 
patterns, as people seek new outlets 
to connect with others. Usage rates 
of Netflix, Instagram Live and 
TikTok have skyrocketed.

In the US, the media market is 
ring-fenced by norms of free speech. 
But recently, US president Donald 
Trump threatened to shut down 
Twitter after it added fact-checking 
links to his tweets. Both Trump 
and a Florida congressman have 
had tweets flagged for glorifying 
violence. Facebook’s hands-off 
policy to policing politics on their 
platform has resulted in a virtual 
walk-out at that company – and 
a new commitment to regulating 
political speech.

Some commentators consider 
the present moment to be a turning 
point in the battle to keep fake news 
and alternative facts out of social 
media.

A pressing question is whether 
a “platform for expression” such as 
TikTok deserves to be regulated. 
The Trump administration is 
considering a TikTok ban. Their 
concern is Chinese control of US 
data, not dance videos. What, if 
anything, should be done about 
user-created content?

LIBERALISM AND SOCIAL 
MEDIA

To understand the perils of over-
regulation, we can consult the most 
important theorist of liberty, John 
Stuart Mill. In my recent book, I 
present Mill as a liberal, a feminist 
and a critic of state interventionism. 
Mill argues for almost complete 
freedom of expression and freedom 
of the press in countries capable 
of free discussion and exchange 
of ideas. He places individuality 
at the centre of his vision of what 
a person with “character” is, and 
he argues that there is value in 
nonconformism.

Social media platforms often 
play a role in reinforcing trends 
and in creating a sort of sameness, 
but they remain vehicles for self-
expression, especially of young 
people. Mill would not support their 
regulation by government.

SOCIAL MEDIA AND 
AUTHORITARIANISM

If we want to understand why 
non-liberal governments see threats 
in self-expression, we can return 
to communist Czechoslovakia and 
dissidents such as Václav Havel. 
In his 1978 essay, The Power of 

the Powerless, Havel identifies a 
“hidden sphere” of youth culture. 
“Pre-political” engagement takes 
place there, and sometimes leads to 
the creation of a “parallel polis,” or a 
space where a group of citizens can 
feel politically active.

During the Arab Spring, graffiti 
and popular songs were part 
of the “parallel polis”. Similarly, 
Czechoslovakian dissidents found 
places for expression in popular 
culture. Thus, Charter 77, the 
political movement which Havel co-
founded, was connected to popular 
music and concerts. Politically, even 
music matters.

Thus, in a manner reminiscent 
of the American youth culture 
of the 1960s, the “parallel polis” 
offers an alternative to a tightly 
controlled, state-centered public 
life. Both an unfettered utopia and 
an escape, this space is the dream of 
users of immersive platforms such 
as Second Life. And in the case of 
Minecraft, an in-game “uncensored 
library” exists as an archive of 
censored real-world data. Thus, 
a game can have important real-
world consequences.

So can Twitter. Media analysts 
see Twitter’s 500-million daily 
tweets as an important vehicle 
of activism. The book #Hashtag 
Activism: Networks of Race and 
Gender Justice explains how 
counterpublics use Twitter to 
“advocate for social change, 
identity redefinition, and political 
inclusion”.

Now, in the aftermath of the 
George Floyd shooting, we are 
also seeing more overtly political 
uses of TikTok. Teens are using 
the platform to record protest 

marches and to make statements 
about social justice.

Today, Tiktok and Instagram, or 
even mahraganat music (described 
as an Egygtian fusion of electronic 
and folk music) are seen by some 
governments not as entertainment, 
but instead as challenges to state 
social control. Mahraganat, for 
example, was recently banned in 
Egypt. Calls to ban TikTok have 
been raised worldwide and bans 
have been tried out in India and 
Indonesia.

Platforms such as TikTok are 
oriented towards younger users. The 
age of users raises valid questions 
about the privacy and protection of 
minors. But outright bans may over-
regulate the legitimate expression 
of young people. And applying 
cybercrimes laws to regulate user-
created content may do the same 
thing. A new Egyptian social media 
campaign (#If Egyptian Families 
Permit) to free the arrested young 
female TikTok users makes just this 
point.

Women in the Middle East and 
North Africa region have been 
complaining about legal and social 
restrictions on their behaviour and 
bodies since well before the Arab 
Spring. Until this tension is mediated 
in civil society, governments will 
continue to see a hidden sphere of 
resistance in even apolitical, user-
created dance videos on TikTok. 
And young people will continue 
to find new ways to connect on 
social media, in spaces that are 
increasingly hard for governments 
to regulate.

[the writer is Assistant 
Professor of Political Science, 

American University in Cairo]

About-face: politicians switch from 
vilifying burqas to mandating masks

nILuFar ahmed
theconversation.com

People in the UK will be soon be required by law 
to wear masks in shops to prevent the spread 

of coronavirus. This follows the introduction of 
mandatory face coverings on public transport in 
June.

There is evidence that supports the public 
health benefits of wearing face coverings in 
public. But the UK government and public have 
been slow to accept masks as a pillar of the 
country’s coronavirus strategy. This should 
perhaps come as no surprise after two decades of 
negative messaging about face coverings, largely 
targeting Muslim women.

Since 9/11, Muslims in the west have endured 
constant scapegoating and vilification for their 
religious and lifestyle choices. This includes the 
wearing of the hijab, burqa, and niqab – different 
types of hair and face covering.

These garments have been attacked by 
politicians, including the UK prime minister 
himself, often characterised as impeding 
communication, being non-British and 
representing an anti-western patriarchal culture.

BANNING THE BURQA, MANDATING THE 
FACE MASK

The fact that Boris Johnson is now calling for 
face coverings to be imposed is particularly ironic 
given his past comments on the subject.

When he was foreign secretary in 2018, 
Johnson wrote in his column in the Telegraph 
newspaper that while he opposed a ban on Muslim 
face coverings, he nonetheless felt “entitled” 
to see the faces of his constituents, and likened 
women who wore the niqab to letterboxes and 
bank robbers. “Human beings must be able to see 
each other’s faces and read their expressions,” he 

wrote. “It’s how we work.”
These beliefs are not restricted to the 

Conservative Party. In 2006, Labour foreign 
secretary Jack Straw wrote about his encounter 
with a Muslim couple, including a woman who 
covered her face, describing the “incongruity 
between the … entirely English accent, the 
couple’s education (wholly in the UK) - and the 
fact of the veil”. In doing so, he further cemented 
the notion that face coverings cannot be English.

For at least a decade there have been calls 
to ban Muslim face coverings in the UK. In the 
aftermath of the Brexit referendum in 2016, 
more than half the British population said they 
supported a burqa ban. Many countries across 
Europe have done so despite negligible numbers 
of people who are affected by such a policy.

In an act of arguable hypocrisy, France, the 
first country to ban face coverings in 2011, made 
them mandatory this month to prevent the spread 
of coronavirus. Face masks are now required in 
all indoor public spaces in France from August, 
but the burqa remains banned.

This means fines can be imposed for those who 
are not covering their face, but also for those whose 
face coverings are deemed to be religious in nature. 
In the UK, however, religious clothing can be used as 
the mandatory face covering in shops.

FACE COVERINGS AND ‘FREEDOM’
The evidence for wearing a face mask in 

public to prevent the spread of coronavirus is 
clear, and research has shown that most face 
coverings, including the niqab, do not impede 
communication.

But the repeated association of Muslim 
women’s dress with lacking freedom and 
being controlled seems to have resulted in a 
psychological barrier around the use of masks. In 

a recent viral video, an American woman screams, 
“We don’t cover our face in America. They don’t 
control us. We’re Americans!”

There are also echoes of the association 
between face coverings and stereotypes of 
“submissive” Muslim women. A recent preprint 
study – which has yet to be peer-reviewed – shows 
that men are less likely to wear a face mask, with 
some believing it to be a “sign of weakness”.

In a bizarre act of parallel solidarity, many 
anti-maskers are protesting with the phrase, “My 
body, my choice” – a feminist slogan about bodily 
autonomy that Muslim women have used to 
demand their right to cover their face or hair.

The truth is that Muslim women have always 
had agency in their choice of what they wear, and 
the reasons for their choices are manifold, as my 
research has shown. Some women may well be 
pressured by their husbands to wear the hijab, just 
as some western women are pressured to dress in 
ways they don’t want to by their partners. This is an 
issue of misogyny, not one of religion.

Now we find ourselves in a situation where 
politicians, who have sought to use the personal 
dress codes of Muslim women to portray them as 
pitiful and controlled, have a battle on their hands to 
convince the population that masks do not restrict 
communication, are not a sign of coercion, and are 
actually a marker of being part of an integrated 
community where people care for each other.

As we move towards face masks becoming more 
widely accepted, we can only hope the positive 
messages of unity that are associated with 
preventing coronavirus infection now can persist 
in the longer term and be extended to all who 
cover their faces, no matter the reason.

[the writer is Lecturer in Social 
Sciences, University of Bristol]
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Over 44 pc inmates in Guwahati 
jail test cOVId-positive

Guwahati, Jul 23 (pti): 
Over 44 per cent of the 
984 prisoners in the 
Guwahati Central Jail, 
including peasant leader 
Akhil Gogoi and student 
activist Sharjeel Imam, 
have tested positive 
for COVID-19, a senior 
official said on Thursday.

The Gauhati High 
Court has ordered the 
Assam government 
to provide the best 
treatment to prisoners 
who have tested positive 
for COVID-19 after suo 
motu cognisance of the 
rising number of cases 
inside the jails.

Total 535 inmates 
have been infected by 
coronavirus in 10 jails 
across the state, and of 
the highest 435 were 
from Guwahati, Assam 
Inspector General of 
Prisons Dasarath Das 
told PTI.

After creating a 
200-bed Covid Care 
Centre (CCC) inside the 
Guwahati Central Jail to 
treat the asymptomatic 
patients, authorities are 
creating a second such 
facility inside the Nagaon 
Special Jail.

A total of 376 
inmates of different jails, 
including 111 from the 
one in Guwahati, will be 
released in the next few 
days to decongest the 
prisons in view of the 
COVID-19 outbreak.

“We have completed 
testing of all prisoners 

inside the Guwahati 
jail and found that 
435 tested positive. 
Out of them, 197 have 
recovered and returned 
from the hospitals. On a 
state-wide level, we have 
detected 535 positive 
cases from 10 jails so far,” 
Das said.

The worst affected 
Guwahati Central Jail 
currently has 984 
inmates against its 
capacity to house 1,000 
prisoners, he added.

M e a n w h i l e , 
registering a public 
interest litigation (PIL) 
after receiving a letter 
from senior advocate 
Nilay Dutta, the Gauhati 
High Court bench 
comprising of Chief 
Justice Ajay Lamba 
and Justice Manish 
Choudhury ordered 
the Inspector General-
Prisons to file an affidavit 
on the issue and listed 
the case on September 8 
for next hearing.

“In the meantime, 
we hereby direct that 
the best of the measures 
available with the state 
of Assam, be employed 
to give qualitative 
treatment to the jail 
inmates across the 
state so that no further 
damage is caused,” the 
order said.

Das said the CCC was 
set up inside the jail after 
three prisoners escaped 
from Sonapur Civil 
Hospital, of whom one 

has been re-arrested.
“The CCC in Guwahati 

jail is a 200-bed facility. 
It is being maintained 
jointly by the jail and 
health officials, while the 
NHM (National Health 
Mission) has provided 
doctors, nurses and other 
medical staff. Their diets 
have also been improved 
as per THE COVID-19 
guidelines.

“Now, a second 
such CCC is being set 
up at the Special Jail of 
Nagaon, where already 
54 inmates have tested 
positive. It is a joint 
initiative between the 
district administration, 
health officials and jail 
authority. This will be 
ready within the next few 
days,” the IG said.

While peasant 
leader Akhil Gogoi is 
being treated at Gauhati 
Medical College and 
Hospital, Sharjeel Imam is 
recovering at CCC inside 
the Guwahati Central Jail. 
Both were arrested in 
cases related to protests 
against the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act.

“Since March, we 
have been taking various 
measures proactively 
to make our jails 
coronavirus-free and 
we succeeded to a large 
extent. But after the 
first case on June 4, the 
inmates got infected, 
mostly in Guwahati,” Das 
said.

He said the authorities 

were releasing prisoners 
on a regular interval 
as per the direction of 
the Supreme Court to 
decongest the jails and 
another set of inmates 
will be released soon.

“The high-powered 
committee formed after 
the SC guidelines met 
on Wednesday. We have 
sent a proposal to release 
376 prisoners from 
eight crowded jails. This 
includes 111 inmates 
of the Guwahati Central 
Jail,” Das said.

The remaining 
inmates are from seven 
district jails of Nalbari, 
Dhubri, Karimganj, North 
Lakhimpur, Golaghat, 
Diphu and Udalguri, he 
added.

“We have released 
total 6,801 prisoners 
since March to 
decongest the jails. 
This includes 6,671 
undertrials, who were 
released on bail and 
personal bonds. Out of 
these, 2,000 undertrials 
were released at one go 
in the initial period,” 
Das said.

Another 115, who 
are convicts, were 
allowed to go home on 
annual leaves, besides 
15 more were released 
on parole, he added.

Every eligible 
convict gets 30 days 
of annual leaves for 
emergency purposes as 
per the rule.

Das said that the 31 

jails and six detention 
centres currently house 
around 8,800 inmates 
against the sanctioned 
capacity of 8,938 
persons. The number 
came of inmates at the 
jails came down after 
more than 300 prisoners 
were released.

“We are at a 
comfortable level now 
and implementing social 
distancing inside the 
jails. Though we have 
released a huge number 
of prisoners, new 
inmates are coming in 
on a regular basis. That 
is why the total number 
is not going down 
drastically,” he explained.

Das said that a 
committee is being 
formed in every district to 
monitor the coronavirus 
condition and the 
security mechanism in 
the jails.

Talking about steps 
initiated to contain the 
spread of the deadly 
virus, Das said they are 
allowing a new inmate 
to go inside the jails 
only if he or she tests 
negative.

“If the accused or the 
convict tests positive, 
we send the person 
to hospital directly. 
We have also stopped 
visitors to meet the 
prisoners and provided 
telephone facilities to 
talk to their families and 
advocates for routine 
legal talks,” he added.

COvid-19 death toll in Bihar reaches 212
patna, Jul 23 (pti): 
The death toll due to 
COVID-19 in Bihar on 
Thursday reached 212 
with four fatalities, 
according to the state’s 
health department 
bulletin.
Two deaths each were 
reported from Patna 
and Rohtas districts, 
though details of the 
deceased were not 
known, it said.

Patna now accounts 
for 35 casualties, the 
highest for any district 
in the state, followed 
by Bhagalpur (19), 
Gaya (13), Darbhanga 
(10) and Muzaffarpur, 
East Champaran, 
Rohtas and Saran (10 
each).

The infection tally, 
meanwhile, rose to 
31,691, an increase of 
more than 1600 since 
the previous day.

State BJP chief 
Sanjay Jaiswal, who 
is also a doctor by 
profession, visited 
a COVID-19 ward in 
his parliamentary 
constituency Bettiah 
in West Champaran 
district, soon after 
recovering from the 
infection himself.

Jaiswal had tested 
positive for COVID-19 
on July 15 and was 
suspected to have 
caught the contagion at 
the state headquarters 
in Patna, which 
emerged as a hotspot of 
sorts when 24 people, 
including party leaders 
who regularly visited 
the premises and other 
staff members engaged 
in running errands, 
tested positive for the 
pathogen.

Jaiswal shared 
photographs of himself, 
dressed in Hazmat suit, 
at the Bettiah hospital 
on his Facebook page.

Out of the total 

31,691 cases in the 
state, while 717 cases 
were termed by the 
department as “new” 
another 908 were 
acknowledged as 
among those for which 
reports came out on 
July 21 or before but 
compilation of which 
got delayed.

Patna is also at the 
top in terms of district-
wise tallies with 4,786 
confirmed cases so far, 
followed by Bhagalpur 
(1942), Muzaffarpur 
(1415), Gaya (1189), 
Nalanda (1179), Siwan 
(1160), Rohtas (1156) 
and Begusarai (1143).

The number of 
active cases reached 
10,520, more than one-
tenth of these (1712) 
in Patna alone.

Altogether 20,959 
COVID 19 patients have 
made full recovery in 
the state which boasts 
of a recovery rate of 
66.14 per cent.

The number of 
samples tested in 
the last 24 hours 
was 10,120 and 
instructions have 
been issued by Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar 
to raise the testing rate 
to about 20,000 per 
day.

The state’s 
Secretary for 
Information and Public 
Relations Department 
Anupam Kumar told a 
press conference that 
in view of the recent 
spike, efforts were 
being made to raise 
the number of beds at 
COVID-19 treatment 
facilities across the 
state by 5,000. At 
present, 8,000 beds 
were available at such 
hospitals.

He also said 
instructions have 
been given to district 
magistrates that 

they ensure patients 
were not charged 
unreasonably by 
private hospitals 
and nursing homes, 
which may have been 
authorised to treat 
positive patients.

He also said a strong 
note has been taken of 
complaints about test 
reports coming after 
much delay and orders 
have been issued that 
these were available 
within 24 hours of 
collection of samples.

In keeping with 
the chief minister’s 
directions for raising 
testing capacity, all 
sub division level 
government hospitals 
were being equipped 
with antigen testing 
facilities and one 
lakh kits were being 
made available so 
that those wanting 
to get themselves 
examined could do so 
“on demand”, the IPRD 
secretary said.

In Motihari, seven 
inmates of the central 
jail tested positive, 
triggering panic among 
other prisoners and 
authorities.

According to jail 
superintendent Vidhu 
Kumar, those who have 
tested positive were 
among 12 inmates who 
had been admitted 
to the Sadar hospital 
some time ago upon 
developing symptoms.

He said quarantine 
arrangements are 
in place at the jail, 
where at present 2200 
prisoners are housed 
and which routinely 
receives those rounded 
up in Motihari, Bettiah 
and Bagaha police 
districts.

“Every new arrival 
is supposed to spend a 
week at one of the four 
quarantine centers 

set up in the outer 
precincts. After being 
let inside the main 
jail premises, they 
are made to undergo 
another week of 
mandatory quarantine 
at one of the three 
facilities inside,” the 
superintendent added.

In Patna, state 
health minister 
Mangal Pandey visited 
the NMCH - the first 
dedicated COVID 
hospital in Bihar - 
to take stock of the 
situation.

The hospital has 
been in news because of 
video footage, dismissed 
by Pandey as “fake”, 
of patients struggling 
because of lack of 
paramedics and often 
having to make do with 
dead bodies on adjoining 
beds for hours, until 
these were disposed of.

A three-member 
central team, which 
visited the hospital 
earlier this week, is said 
to have frowned upon 
the mismanagement at 
the facility following 
which its superintendent 
was replaced.

Chaos appears to 
prevail at the hospital 
where an SUV was 
spotted by a section 
of the media, occupied 
by grieving family 
members of a deceased 
who died inside the 
car waiting to get 
admission into NMCH 
where he was brought 
after he developed 
breathing trouble.

“Our health 
manager has been 
asked to look into the 
matter. The family 
members will be allowed 
to take the body away 
after a death certificate 
is issued,” the hospital’s 
new superintendent 
Binod Kumar Singh said.

“But before that we 

must collect his samples 
since it is crucial to 
know whether he was 
COVID 19 positive or not,” 
he said.

No flight ops at Kolkata 
airport on July 25, 29

Kolkata, Jul 24 (pti): 
Flight operations at 
the Kolkata airport will 
remain suspended on 
July 25 and 29, amid the 
total lockdown in place 
across the state on both 
the days, officials said on 
Friday.
“As of now, it has been 
decided that there will 
be no flight operations 
on July 25 and 29,” an 
official at the Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose 
International (NSCBI) 
Airport said.

The West Bengal 
government has decided 
to impose a biweekly 
complete lockdown 
in the state to break 
the chain of COVID-19 
transmission.

When asked if 
the rule would be 
extended to all those 
days when the total 
shutdown is enforced, 
the official said that 
was a possibility, but an 
announcement in this 
regard will be made by 
the state government.

“Most probably, 
it will be extended 
to all lockdown 
days. But the state 
government will make 
an announcement. As 
of now, these two dates 
have been confirmed. 
No flights to operate 
on July 25 and 29,” the 
official added.

Last week, the ban 
on passenger flights 
to Kolkata from Delhi, 
Mumbai, Chennai, Pune, 
Nagpur and Ahmedabad 
was extended till July 31.

3.5 magnitude quake hits assam
Guwahati, Jul 24 
(pti): An earthquake 
of 3.5 magnitude hit 
Assam’s Karbi Anglong 
district on Friday, the 
third quake to rock the 
state in past nine days, 
officials said.

No loss of life and 
property was reported 

so far, the officials said.
The earthquake 

occurred at 11.08 am 
and its epicentre was 
in the hill district of 
Karbi Anglong in central 
Assam, 58 km south-
southeast of Tezpur, 
according to the National 
Center for Seismology.

The depth of the 
quake was 25 km, it said.

The tremors shook 
the district, prompting 
panic-stricken people to 
run out of their homes.

On July 16, two 
earthquakes of 4.1 and 
2.6 magnitude had hit 
Assam, the officials said.

tripura: cOVId-19 patient gives birth to baby, both stable
agartala, Jul 24 
(pti): A 23-year-old 
coronavirus patient 
in Tripura has given 
birth to a baby at 
a COVID hospital 
here, and the health 
condition of both is 
stable, authorities of 
the facility said.

The woman, 
Suchitra Das, 
a resident of 
S u r y a m a n i n a g a r 
village of West Tripura 
district, had tested 
positive for COVID-19 
four days ago during 
pregnancy check-up 
at the Indira Gandhi 
Memorial (IGM) 
Hospital here.

She was admitted 
to the GB Pant 
Hospital, a dedicated 
facility for treatment 

of COVID-19 patients, 
on July 21, Resident 
Medical Officer (RMO) 
Dr Bidhan Goswami 
said.

“The woman has 
given birth to a girl 
here on Thursday.

The mother and the 
child are stable. Swab 
sample of the baby 
was collected and sent 
for coronavirus test. 
They are in separate 
wards,” state-run 
GB Pant Hospital 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Debasish Roy said.

She is the first 
coronavirus infected 
woman to give birth 
to a baby in the state.

The family 
members and 
relatives, who had 
come in contact with 

the pregnant woman, 
were put under home 
quarantine, he said.

A six-member 
team led by Dr JL 
Baidya had taken 
all precautionary 
measures before 
going to the 
operation theatre, the 
superintendent of the 
hospital said.

“We were cautious to 
make sure that no one of 
the team gets infected with 
the virus. We took all care 
for the patient,” Baidya said.

All Tripura 
Government Doctors’ 
Association (ATGDA) 
general secretary Dr 
Rajesh Choudhury 
congratulated the 
team of the health 
professionals for their 
success.
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england and West Indies to play for richards-
Botham trophy from next series

Manchester, Jul 24 (pti): 
England and West Indies will 
be vying for the ‘Richards-
Botham’ Trophy when they 
next clash in Test cricket with 
the ‘Wisden Trophy’ being 
rechristened after the names 
of the two iconic cricketers 
from both teams.
The third Test between 
England and West Indies 
will be the last time the 
two teams compete for the 
Wisden Trophy, the England 
and Wales Cricket Board 
(ECB) and Cricket West 
Indies (CWI) announced in a 
joint statement.
“England and the West 
Indies will compete for 
a new Richards-Botham 
Trophy when they next meet 
in a men’s Test series to 
pay tribute to two of their 
greatest players whose 
rivalry and friendship 
embodies the close 
relationship and mutual 
respect between the two 
sides,” the ECB said.

A new Richards-Botham 
Trophy will now be designed 
ready for when the two 

teams next meet in a Test 
series.

“Fierce competitors on 
the pitch, the pair developed 
a great friendship off it 
which still endures, and 
the new trophy is a fitting 
way to celebrate the warm 
relationship between the 
nation,” the release said, 
referring to the friendship 
of the two cricketers when 
they played for Somerset in 
English county.

Sir Vivian Richards 
amassed 8540 runs in 121 
Test matches at an average 
of 50 plus with 24 hundreds, 
while Sir Ian Botham scored 
5200 runs apart from taking 
383 wickets in 102 games in 
traditional format.

“This is a huge honour 
for my good friend Ian and 
myself,” said Richards.

“I am delighted to 
know that the game that 
I have shown my love for 
since a little boy is naming 
such a prestigious award 
in recognition of what I 
managed to achieve as 
a cricketer,” added the 

legendary batsman.
He spoke about their days 

as teammates for Somerset.
“When I had the 

opportunity to go to England 
and represent Somerset, one 
of the first persons I met 
was Ian Botham, who would 
later become of one my best 
friends. We are friends for life.

“To have this trophy West 
Indies vs England named in 
honour of our work on the 
cricket field is great. What I 
think is also remarkable is 
that it says a lot about our 
relationship off the field as 
well,” added Richards.

The competition was only 
on the field and off-field, it 

was all about brotherhood, 
he said.

“We were competitors on 
the field, but we showed we 
were brothers off the field. 
I’m proud to have my name 
on one side of the trophy 
with him on the other side.”

Botham also echoed the 
same sentiments.

“Viv was the finest 
batsman I ever played 
against,” said the man 
nicknamed ‘Beefy’.

“He’s a great friend 
but we’ve always been 
competitive, not least when 
we were on the cricket field, 
and there was no one else’s 
wicket I would treasure 
more.”

Botham admitted that 
playing against West Indies 
of late 70’s and till end of 
80’s was very tough.

“Playing the West Indies 
was always one of the 
toughest tests in cricket, and 
it’s an honour for this trophy 
to bear our names. I hope 
future series will be just as 
exciting as the one we’ve all 
been enjoying this summer.”

The Wisden Trophy, 
first introduced in 1963 
to commemorate the 
hundredth edition of 
the Wisden Cricketers’ 
Almanack, will now be 
retired and will be displayed 
at the MCC Museum at Lord’s 
where it has traditionally 
been kept.

greenwood grabs point for manchester united after Pogba’s penalty blunder
Jamie Jackson
Manchester, 24 Jul 
[theGuardian]: Mason 
Greenwood’s 17th goal 
of the season places him 
alongside George Best, 
Wayne Rooney and Brian 
Kidd as Manchester 
United’s most prolific 
teenagers in a single 
campaign.

More important his 
second-half equaliser 
means Ole Gunnar 
Solskjær’s side moved a 
point ahead of Leicester 
and need only draw at the 
King Power on Sunday 
to seal a top-four place 
and Champions League 
qualification: a demand 
the manager would have 
accepted during the dark 
days of winter.

The issue for Solskjær 
is how tired United 
look and how he must 
somehow rouse them for 
one last salvo to ensure 
the Foxes do not end 
their league season in 
deep disappointment.

“We’ve given 
ourselves a fantastic 
opportunity and a 
great starting point 
for Sunday,” he said. 
“We know we’re going 
to play against a very 
good team – they are 
very dangerous – we’ll 
be ready physically and 
mentally.”

Solskjær retained 
the error-prone David 
de Gea, while Timothy 
Fosu-Mensah came in for 
Aaron Wan-Bissaka at 
right-back. West Ham’s 
goal difference made 
them all but safe and 
David Moyes sent out an 
unchanged XI.

United’s intent was 
shown when Bruno 
Fernandes slid Anthony 
Martial in along the right. 
The centre-forward 
dipped a shoulder and 
forced a sharp save 
from Lukasz Fabianski. 
Greenwood did precisely 
the same moments later 
and United’s tempo was 
already higher than 
Sunday’s soporific pace 
when they were being 
knocked out of the FA 
Cup by Chelsea.

F o s u - M e n s a h , 
Fernandes, Nemanja 
Matic, Paul Pogba, 
Martial and Marcus 
Rashford were next 
to probe. Yet United’s 
rearguard had a scare 
when Aaron Cresswell 
swung a free-kick over 
from the left and the ball 
bounced straight across 
De Gea’s goal.

United’s forte 
is attack: a dipping 
Rashford pass that 
found Fernandes in the 
clear was illustrative 

though the latter’s touch 
let him down. After a 
too-high Martial shot, 
Michail Antonio forced 
a corner that Fernandes 
inadvertently flicked on 
and Harry Maguire had 
to clear.

West Ham were 
dangerous but only when 
allowed to be. A Rashford 
dash down the left 
channel turned a clutch 
of visiting defenders the 
wrong way and showed 
that when United hit 
higher gear they were a 
class above.

Next came a patient 
attack that went from 

wing-to-wing that ended 
with Fernandes pulling 
the trigger from long 
range – a sign of how 
robust West Ham were 
proving.

Then, Brandon 
Williams got the wrong 
side of Jarrod Bowen, 
Matic intervened and 
West Ham had a corner. 
This was taken short to 
the excellent Bowen 
and Angelo Ogbonna 
had a free header but 
he failed to work De 
Gea.

The latest in a 
catalogue of first-half 
shots from United 

was fired at Fabianski 
by Rashford and the 
goalkeeper had to beat 
this one away. What 
United lacked was 
incision – when Williams 
did get in behind West 
Ham and his cross 
found Fosu-Mensah, he 
volleyed weakly.

Disaster struck for 
United from a free-kick. 
Declan Rice struck his 
shot at the wall, Pogba 
raised his arms to protect 
his face, the ball hit a 
hand and VAR awarded a 
penalty. Michail Antonio 
made no mistake from 
the spot.

While Pogba 
reportedly apologised to 
his teammates, Solskjær 
said: “Paul’s held his 
hand up – he knows he 
should have taken it in 
the mush.”

At the interval a 
sharp word – or three 
– was required from 
Solskjær, who replaced 
Fosu-Mensah with Wan-
Bissaka. Now, finally, 
United clicked: Pogba 
fed Greenwood who fed 
Martial, who returned 
the ball. A second one-
two between the pair 
ended with Greenwood 
in, and the 18-year-old 

smashed home for his 
10th league goal.

Solskjær said of the 
scorer: “He’s bailed us 
out a few times, he’s done 
it again and he’s been top 
class.”

United had wrested 
momentum. Suddenly 
Williams was surging 
into the area and Bowen 
pushed him over but 
VAR was not interested. 
De Gea had to be: a 
Bowen snap-shot that hit 
Williams had the keeper 
making a fine fingertip 
save in what was another 
West Ham warning. 
“David showed why we 
keep him in that goal 
with that great save,” said 
Solskjær.

This had become 
about United maintaining 
control and ensuring 
their unbeaten league 
run stretched to 13 
games. The best method 
was to operate in the 
opposition half, yet West 
Ham had their moments. 
A Mark Noble free-kick 
that Rashford jumped 
out of way of summed 
United’s jitters up but 
they hung on.

Moyes said of his 
side: “They deserved a 
point,” and it confirmed 
survival. For United it 
is all about Leicester on 
Sunday.

Juventus loses 2-1 at udinese, fails to secure Serie a title
Milan, Jul 24 (ap): 
Juventus missed a 
chance to clinch a record-
extending ninth straight 
Italian league title as it 
lost 2-1 at relegation-
threatened Udinese.
Ilija Nestorovski 
canceled out Matthijs 
de Ligt’s opener and 
Seko Fofana grabbed the 
winner in second-half 
stoppage time to keep 
Juve’s celebrations on 
ice.

“We lost order, even 
after the draw, because 
we wanted to win at all 
costs,” Juventus coach 
Maurizio Sarri said.

“In this way we took 
the game to a dangerous 
level, and after the 90th 
minute, we lost it.”

Juventus remained 
six points clear of second-
place Atalanta and can 
secure the title with a 
win over Sampdoria on 
Sunday.

It could even be 

crowned earlier, if 
Atalanta loses at AC 
Milan on Friday and Inter 
fails to win at Genoa on 
Saturday.

“In this period we are 
physically and mentally 
tired, and it is a problem 
common to all,” Sarri 
said.

“For this reason, 
being aggressive is 
something more tiring 
and, therefore, now what 
matters most is order ... 
It is difficult to keep it 
throughout the match 
and sometimes, like 
today, we lose it.”

The points could 
prove crucial for Udinese 
as it went seven points 
clear of the relegation 
zone, with three rounds 
remaining.

Juventus knew a 
victory at Udinese would 
secure the title as the 
Bianconeri hold the 
tiebreaker over Atalanta 
courtesy of a better head-

to-head record.
It seemed to be going 

to plan for Juventus when 
it took the lead three 
minutes before halftime. 
A defensive header out 
came straight to De Ligt 

and he took one touch 
before firing powerfully 
into the bottom left 
corner.

However, Nestorovski 
leveled seven minutes 
after the restart when 

he headed in Ken Sema’s 
cross.

Both sides struggled 
to create clear scoring 
opportunities but, just 
as it seemed headed for 
a draw, Fofana burst 

downfield from near the 
halfway line and slotted 
past Wojciech Szczesny.

TOP SCORER
Ciro Immobile 

boosted his hopes of 
finishing the season as 

the league’s top scorer 
with the winning goal 
in Lazio’s 2-1 victory 
against Cagliari.

Immobile finished 
off a brilliant pass from 
Luis Alberto on the hour 
mark for his 31st goal 
of the season, one more 
than Juventus forward 
Cristiano Ronaldo.

His goal came five 
minutes after Cagliari 
goalkeeper Alessio Cragno 
had pushed Immobile’s 
effort out off the post.

Sergej Milinkovic-
Savic had netted the 
equalizer for Lazio with 
a powerful volley shortly 
after the break. Giovanni 
Simeone’s effort was 
deflected in on the 
stroke of halftime to give 
Cagliari the lead.

The victory secured 
Lazio a spot in next season’s 
Champions League with 
the capital side now 
guaranteed at least fourth 
place in Serie A.

Mike Tyson 
comeback fight 
with Roy Jones 
Jr confirmed 
for September
Bryan Armen 
Graham
los angeles, 24 Jul 
[theGuradian]: Mike 
Tyson will make his 
widely speculated return 
to the prize ring for an 
exhibition bout against 
four-division world 
champion Roy Jones Jr on 
12 September.

The eight-round fight 
will be broadcast on 
pay-per-view and Triller, 
an upstart TikTok-like 
music video app which 
confirmed the event in a 
release on Thursday.

Triller said the 
main event between 
Tyson and Jones will 
headline a three-hour 
telecast including 
undercard bouts and 
musical performances 
to be announced in 
coming weeks. The 
app will also air a 10-
part documentary 
series tracking the 
quinquagenarian fighters 
during the run-up to the 
match.

The release said the 
event will take place 
in California and has 
already been sanctioned 
by the state’s athletic 
commission. The 
commission did not 
immediately respond 
to messages from the 
Guardian, but executive 
director Andy Foster told 
Yahoo Sports he believed 
the fighters would not 
be wearing headgear 
and would be using the 
larger-than-normal 12oz 
gloves.

Tyson, 54, became the 
youngest ever boxer to 
win a heavyweight title 
back in 1986, becoming 
the division’s undisputed 
champion until he was 
dramatically unseated in 
a shock upset defeat to 
James ‘Buster’ Douglas 
in 1990. The Brooklyn 
native retired in 2005 
with a career record of 
50-6 with 44 knockouts.

The 51-year-old 
Jones, a native of 
Pensacola, Florida, 
represented the US at the 
1988 Olympics, where he 
won a silver medal after a 
highly disputed loss that 
prompted a complete 
overhaul of the scoring 
system for Olympic 
boxing. As a professional, 
he was captured world 
championships at 
middleweight, super 
middleweight, light 
heavyweight and 
heavyweight, earning 
widespread recognition 
as the finest pound-
for-pound fighter of his 
generation.

After a 49-1 start with 
the lone defeat coming 
on a disqualification, 
Jones lost seven of 12 
fights between 2004 and 
2011. He finally retired in 
2018 with a professional 
record of 66-9 with 47 
knockouts.

The Wall Street 
Journal reported Triller, 
which has positioned 
itself as TikTok’s biggest 
US-based competitor, 
raised $28m in a Series B 
round in October, valuing 
the five-year-old San 
Francisco-based startup 
at $130m.



7SummitTIMES | 25 July  2020ElseWhere

https://www.facebook.com/SummitTimesSikkim/

aOc to yoho: ‘I am someone’s daughter too’
(CNN): New York Rep. 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 
spoke on the House floor 
Thursday about a heated 
exchange earlier this week 
with Florida Rep. Ted Yoho 
after which he reportedly 
called her a “f**king bitch,” 
saying that by accosting her, he 
gave “permission to other men 
to do that to his daughters.”

Ocasio-Cortez recounted 
the incident and repeated the 
term, saying she has an issue 
with “using women, our wives 
and daughters as shields and 
excuses for poor behavior.”

“Mr. Yoho mentioned that he 
has a wife and two daughters. 
I am two years younger than 
Mr. Yoho’s youngest daughter. 
I am someone’s daughter 
too. My father, thankfully, 
is not alive to see how Mr. 
Yoho treated his daughter,” 
she said with emotion in her 
voice. “My mother got to see 
Mr. Yoho’s disrespect on the 
floor of this House towards 
me on television and I am 
here because I have to show 
my parents that I am their 
daughter and that they did not 
raise me to accept abuse from 
men.”

She later added, “When 
you do that to any woman, 
what Mr. Yoho did was give 
permission to other men to do 
that to his daughters. In using 
that language, in front of the 
press, he gave permission to 
use that language against his 
wife, his daughters, women in 

his community, and I am here 
to stand up to say that is not 
acceptable.”

According to a reporter 
from The Hill, who overheard 
the initial remarks, Yoho came 
up to Ocasio-Cortez outside the 
House steps on Monday and 
sparked a conversation about 
her position on unemployment 
and crime in New York City. 
Yoho said she was “disgusting” 
and told her she is out of her 
mind, according to The Hill. 
Ocasio-Cortez said he was 
being rude, and Yoho said 
“f**king bitch” as he walked 
away.

On Wednesday, Yoho 
apologized on the House 
floor to Ocasio-Cortez for 
the “abrupt manner of the 
conversation” he had with 

her, but he denied using the 
vulgar term to describe her 
and said that he was “very 
cognizant”of his language 
because he was married 
and a father. The Republican 
also said it “is true that we 
disagree on policies and 
visions for America, but that 
does not mean we should be 
disrespectful.”

He said he never used 
the “offensive name calling, 
words attributed to me by 
the press.” He added that he 
is “passionate” about those 
affected by poverty and 
believes those in poverty can 
rise beyond their troubles 
“without being encouraged 
to break the law,” the subject 
of their conversation.

“I will commit to each 

of you that I will conduct 
myself from a place of passion 
and understanding that policy 
and political disagreement be 
vigorously debated with the 
knowledge that we approach 
the problems facing our 
nation with the betterment 
of the country in mind and 
the people we serve. I cannot 
apologize for my passion or for 
loving my God, my family and 
my country,” Yoho said.

His office also denied 
he made the comment in a 
statement to CNN, saying that 
he “made a brief comment to 
himself as he walked away 
summarizing what he believes 
her policies to be: bullshit.”

Ocasio-Cortez also said 
Yoho, in his apology on the 
House floor, made “excuses for 

his behavior” and “having a 
daughter does not make a man 
decent.”

“Having a wife does not 
make a decent man. Treating 
people with dignity and 
respect makes a decent man,” 
she said.

She said Yoho’s comments 
“were not deeply hurtful or 
piercing” because she has 
experienced the same type 
of behavior from men while 
working as a waitress and 
everyday life.

“I have waited tables in 
restaurants. I have ridden the 
subway. I have walked the 
streets in New York City. And 
this kind of language is not 
new,” she said. “I have tossed 
men out of bars that have used 
language like Mr. Yoho’s, and I 
have encountered this type of 
harassment riding the subway 
in New York City. This is not 
new.”

Yoho said Thursday that 
he refused to “apologize for 
something I didn’t say” and 
“No one was accosted, bullied 
or attacked.”

“This was a brief policy 
discussion, plain and 
simple, and we have our 
differences,” he said. “We are 
both passionate members 
of Congress and equals. She 
has every right to give her 
account of the conversation 
but she doesn’t have the right 
to inflate, talk about my family 
or give an account that did not 
happen for political gain.”

Federal agents fire tear gas again at portland protesters
portland, 24 Jul: 
Federal agents fired 
tear gas canisters at 
Black Lives Matter 
demonstrators in 
downtown Portland 
early on Friday in a 56th 
straight day of protests, 
amid growing scrutiny 
over the use of border 
patrol officers in the city.

Positioned behind a 
steel fence, agents began 
firing tear gas after a 
small group of protesters, 
many helmeted and 
wearing face masks, lit 
a fire at the entrance of 
the building shortly after 
midnight.

Saying they were 
being hit with projectiles 
and lasers, federal agents 
declared an unlawful 
assembly and forced 
protesters back up a 
block from the federal 
courthouse.

The agents then 
retreated to a different 
corner of the courthouse 
and confronted 
protesters there, lobbing 
more canisters that 
bounced off the walls of 
buildings into protesters. 

Journalists were clearly 
identifiable in the crowd.

Security forces 
have frequently tear-
gassed and clubbed 
demonstrators during 
the unrest. The U.S. 
Justice Department said 
on Thursday it would 
investigate the use of 
force by federal agents 
in Portland after another 
night of unrest in which 
Mayor Ted Wheeler was 
tear-gassed.

The investigations 
follow public anger over 

the deployment of federal 
border patrol officers 
to Portland against the 
wishes of local officials. 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s administration 
has said it is sending a 
similar contingent to 
Seattle.

Earlier on Thursday, 
a federal judge issued a 
temporary restraining 
order barring federal law 
enforcement from using 
force against journalists 
and legal observers at the 
Portland protests. This 

followed a lawsuit filed 
on behalf of journalists 
whom federal agents 
had hit with non-lethal 
“impact munitions.”

R E - E L E C T I O N 
BATTLE

Demonstrators and 
local officials see the 
deployment of the agents 
in Portland as a ploy by 
Trump to drum up a “law 
and order” campaign 
as he faces an uphill re-
election battle.

Homeland Security 
Secretary Chad Wolf has 

said all federal agents 
have been making lawful 
arrests and properly 
identifying themselves as 
law enforcement.

Mayor Wheeler, a 
Democrat, has called the 
intervention an abuse of 
federal power and said 
it was escalating the 
violence.

In Geneva, the U.N. 
human rights office said 
U.S. police and security 
forces must not use 
disproportionate force 
against protesters and 
journalists, or detain 
them unlawfully.

“It is very important 
that people are able 
to protest peacefully, 
that people aren’t 
subject to unnecessary, 
disproportionate or 
discriminatory use of 
force,” Liz Throssell, 

U.N. human rights 
spokeswoman, said.

Earlier in the evening 
a crowd of thousands 
of Black Lives Matter 
supporters gathered in 
the city center.

“I’m so inspired to 
see a sea of people who 
don’t look like me who are 
saying Black Lives Matter,” 
said Damany Iqwe, 
referring to the majority-
white crowd.

Iqwe, 43, is a Black man 
who grew up in Portland 
and has frequently 
attended protests that 
have continued since the 
death of George Floyd, 
an unarmed Black man, 
in police custody in 
Minneapolis on May 25.

“This city is one of the 
most systematically racist 
places to live in as a Black 
man,” Iqwe said.

Trump lets New Yorkers back 
into federal travellers program

albany (uS), Jul 24 
(ap): Five months after 
it kicked New Yorkers 
out of trusted traveler 
security programs in a 
spat over immigration 
policy, the US 
Department of Homeland 
Security has reversed 
itself and told a court it 
had misrepresented the 
facts in a lawsuit over the 
matter.

The department 
announced that New 
Yorkers would once 
again be allowed to enroll 
and re-enroll in Global 
Entry and other federal 
travel programs that 
allow vetted travellers to 
avoid long security lines 
at airports and the US 
border.

President Donald 
Trump’s administration 
in February booted 
New Yorkers from the 
programs, saying it was 
taking the action because 
a newly enacted state law 
allowing unauthorised 
immigrants to get 
driver’s licenses had cut 
off some federal access 
to state motor vehicle 
records.

In its announcement 
Thursday, Homeland 
Security said it was 
reversing New York’s 
expulsion from the 
program because the 
state legislature in April 
had amended the law 
to allow federal officials 
to access the records 
of people applying for 
trusted traveller status.

But in a court 
filing later Thursday, 
attorneys for the U.S. 
attorney’s office in 
Manhattan, which had 
been representing 
the Department of 
Homeland Security in the 
legal fight over the state’s 
expulsion, disclosed that 
federal officials had also 
misled the court about 
some key facts in the 
dispute.

The Trump 
administration had 
claimed that New York’s 
policy limiting access 
to criminal history 
information found in 
motor vehicle records 
was unique among 
the states, and made it 
impossible to determine 
whether someone 

qualified for trusted 
status.

In truth, several 
states plus Washington 
D.C. also don’t provide 
access to driving history 
information, the lawyers 
wrote. And yet all of 
those states, including 
California, were allowed 
to remain in the program.

Defendants deeply 
regret the foregoing 
inaccurate or misleading 
statements and apologise 
to the Court and plaintiffs 
for the need to make these 
corrections at this late 
stage in the litigation, the 
government attorneys 
wrote.

They also asked the 
judge to permit them 
to withdraw motions 
and briefs that sought 
dismissal of the lawsuit, 
filed by New York 
Attorney General Letitia 
James, and informed the 
court that New Yorkers 
were being let back 
into Trusted Traveler 
programs effective 
immediately.

James said in a 
statement that the 
removal of the ban was 
a victory for travelers, 
workers, commerce, and 
our state’s economy. The 
announcement comes at 
a time when international 
travel has been severely 
curtailed because of the 
pandemic, and a number 
of countries have barred 
U.S. travelers because of 
the high number of cases 
in the country.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, 
who met with Trump at 
the White House to try 
to allow New Yorkers to 
rejoin the program and 
restart the importation 
and exportation of 
vehicles, said the fix 
protected New Yorkers’ 
privacy while addressing 
federal concerns.

I am glad that this 
issue has finally been 
resolved for all New 
Yorkers, he said.

In its announcement 
that the state was 
being readmitted to 
the program, DHS 
officials said New York’s 
amended law, while 
restoring some federal 
access, is still antithetical 
to the agency’s mission 
and data access policies.

uS to help India in addressing its 
developmental challenges: Official

Washington, Jul 24 (pti): 
The United States has proposed 
to help India in addressing its 
most serious developmental 
challenges through innovative 
finance tools, a top Trump 
Administration official has said.
We are actually right now 
proposing at US-India 
Development Foundation 
where we would help India 
mobilize their own resources 
to address the country’s 
most serious developmental 
challenges looking to use 
innovative finance tools,” 
USAID Acting Administrator 
John Barsa told members of 
the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee on Thursday.

Testifying before the 
Congressional committee 
during a hearing on the Fiscal 
2021 Budget Request for 
Foreign Assistance, he said 
the Trump administration is 
extremely proud of this peer-
to-peer relationship that it 

has with India.
America’s relationship with 

India is a wonderful success 
story, we look forward to 
working with them, Barsa said.

Congressman Joe Wilson 
said he was really encouraged 
to see America’s relationship 

with India developing.
I was honoured to be with 

President Trump and Prime 
Minister Modi in Houston, the 
largest welcome program in 
the history of the United States 
to welcome a foreign head of 
state,” Wilson said.
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The BIG
 P I C

treat tIme! Singer Iggy azalea 
picked up frozen yogurt in Beverly hills.

EtCETERA
Britney Spears’ brother says her conservatorship 

“has been good for the family”
The #FreeBritney campaign has been trending after it was 

revealed that the singer’s finances are under a court-
approved conservatorship

The finances were previously controlled by the singer’s 
father Jamie, who made decisions about her money and 
career. Jamie then stepped down from the conservatorship 
in September 2019, citing ongoing health issues.

Bryan Spears has now spoken out on the issue, saying 
that it’s clear that Britney “always wanted to get out of 
[the conservatorship]”.

Speaking on the As Not Seen on TV podcast, 
Bryan said: “Whether someone’s coming in 
peace to help or coming in with an attitude, 
having someone constantly tell you 
to do something has got to be 
frustrating.”

Speaking to the concerns of 
Britney’s fans, he added: “I am aware that 
[fans] feel like maybe she’s being confined or 
held against her will in some capacity, but… [the 
conservatorship] has been a great thing for our 
family, to this point, and [we] keep hoping for the best.”

Earlier this month, Britney Spears’ mother Lynne 
filed legal documents to be included in decisions related 
to her daughter’s multi-million trust and finances.

Britney’s conservatorship was recently extended 
until at least August 22 after a hearing on the matter couldn’t 
take place due to the coronavirus pandemic.  Fans have also 

launched a  
Change.org campaign, asking for the singer to have access to 
her own lawyer to help her get out of the conservatorship. 

COVID 19: Studios Pull The Plug On Release of ‘Mulan’, ‘Top 
Gun Maverick’, ‘Spider-Man 3’, ‘Avatar’ Sequel And More

After Christopher Nolan’s 
Tenet, many studios 

and makers have pushed the 
release of their upcoming 
releases indefinitely. If you 
need a reminder (to wear 
your mask); we are still in the 
midst of a global pandemic 
because of the novel 
Coronavirus. And while the 
whole world is bracing itself 
to re-open with safety and 
social-distancing notions 
intact, the reality is far from 
the intention. The reality is that the fate of theatricals is dark 
and doomed until God-knows how long. This is exactly why 
Warner Bros. stalled the release of its tentpole movie 
that was supposed to be out on August 12. Needless to 
say, it was a big blow to the movie-going ecosystem and 
theatres that were counting on Nolan’s time inversion 
saga to pull the crowd.

In fact, it wasn’t the only film; people had also 
pinned their hopes on Disney’s Mulan that would have 
played in our cinema halls on August 21, under normal 
circumstances. But since this is not, the production 
house has pushed it further and unfortunately, 
indefinitely. The live-action epic was even poised to 
help revive the box-office, after multiple delays since 
March but alas!

Not just that. Disney has also pulled the plug on the 
next film instalments from two of its biggest franchises 

- Avatar and Star Wars. 
Furthered by a year, the Avatar 
sequel will reportedly (hopefully) 
arrive in theatres in December 2022 
while the next Star Wars movie will 
premiere in December 2023. Avatar 
director James Cameron announced 
the same and wrote, “Irayo, Na’vi 
Nation. Stay safe.”

A Disney representative, as 
quoted by Hindustan Times, said, 
“It’s become clear that nothing can 
be set in stone when it comes to how 
we release films during this global 

health crisis. Today that means pausing our release plans for 
‘Mulan’ as we assess how we can most effectively bring this 
film to audiences around the world.”

Reportedly, more in the queue are - sequel to Spider-Man 
Far From Home, Top Gun: Maverick, The Last Duel, Emily 
Blunt starrer A Quiet Place 2 and the list goes on. Paramount 
Pictures has confirmed that the much-awaited sequel to the 
Tom Cruise-starring Top Gun has been delayed to July 2, 2021 
from its initial date of December 23, 2020. The Ben Affleck 
and Matt Damon has now been greenlighted for October 2021 
instead of December 2020. And even the spider movies has 
jumped the lease by a month, it still has!

Meanwhile, Guillermo del Toro’s Antlers has bee postponed 
for February 2021 while Wed Anderson’s The French Dispatch 
has been removed from the calendar. Even Jackass and Sonic 
Hedgehog 2 will now release in September 2021 and April 
2022 respectively.

‘Nobody will be spared’: Maha Home Minister Anil Deshmukh 
on Bollywood’s link with ISI after picture goes viral

Home Minister Anil Deshmukh comments 
on reports of Bollywood connections 

with mafia operating with Pakistan.
Home Minister Anil Deshmukh on 

Thursday commented on reports of 
Bollywood connections with mafia 
operating with Pakistan. The Home 
Minister said, “If it is true, then, it is 
objectionable. Maharashtra Police will 
look into the matter and appropriate 
action will be taken. Nobody will be 
spared.”

For the uninformed, it was reported 
earlier that BJP Vice President Baijayant 
Jai Panda claimed that Bollywood 
celebrities have verifiable links to 
Pakistani spy agency ISI and Pakistan 
Army. Further, into the matter, it is now 
being said that Bollywood superstar 
Shah Rukh Khan and his wife Gauri Khan 
have a business relationship with Rehan 
Siddique and Tony Ashai, who have both 
been previously been accused of making 
anti-India statements in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

According to our sources quoted by 

Zee News, both Shahrukh and Gauri have 
a business relationship with Tony, who 
is a resident of the United States. Tony 
was born in Kashmir and is an architect 
by profession. It has been alleged that 
Tony provoked Kashmiri youth to pick-up 
stones and guns. 

In response to the news, Tony Ashai 
tweeted, “This conspiracy theory that 
Indian media is peddling about me being 
an ISI agent is baseless. These journalists 
either put out proof or apologize 
unconditionally. Short of that you will be 
sued individually in US Courts and will 
have to prove it there.”

(NOTE: It may be noted that DNA 
does not vouch for the authenticity of the 
Twitter account)

On the other hand, Rehan Siddique 
is a Pakistani based in Houston. He has 
reportedly organized over 400 concerts 
with many stars from South Asia and 
Bollywood. Earlier this month, he was 
blacklisted by the Ministry of Home Affairs 
funding over his anti-India propaganda 
especially related to Kashmir.

The Rifleman review – Latvian war epic aims high
This trench-warfare tale is its 

country’s biggest box-office 
success, but it is guilty of some bad 
misfires
The Rifleman is the top-grossing 
film of all time at the Latvian box 
office and if you had to guess at the 
kind of film that would inspire such 
nationwide enthusiasm, you’d guess 
it was something like this: a lavishly 
mounted, lion-hearted first world war 
epic based on a book banned by the 
Soviets for 60 years.

Oto Brantevics stars as Arturs, 
a 16-year-old who signs up in 1915 
to fight the Germans, alongside his 
brother Edgars (Raimonds Celms) 
and father Vanags (Martins Vilsons). 

Both Arturs and his dad are outside 
the required age range for the army, 
but rules are bent on account of the 
father’s exceptional marksmanship. 
Thus, three men of the same family set 
off to war, fighting sometimes for the 
Tsar, sometimes for the Red Army – 
but always, really, for each other.

Blizzard of Souls, the 1934 novel 
from which this is drawn, is based 
on author Aleksandrs Grīns’ own 
frontline experiences, and The 
Rifleman successfully captures the 
hazy, gauzy quality of memory. This 
works well in early scenes, when 
Arturs is frolicking on the family 
farmstead or skinny-dipping in the 
sea with the rest of his battalion. Less 

so in the battle sequences, where any 
sense of jeopardy is muffled by a thick 
layer of nostalgia and prettified by a 
dusting of sparkly snow.

While the fur hats are pure Doctor 
Zhivago, the emotions never feel 
quite so epic. This means that The 
Rifleman’s most intriguing presence 
– Greta Trusina as Arturs’ love 
interest Marta – is left with little to 
do. Brantevics convincingly portrays 
Arturs’ four-year transformation from 
a callow youth to a war-weary one, 
but as a national coming-of-age story, 
The Rifleman never quite outgrows its 
innocent, uncritical patriotism.

The Rifleman is in cinemas 
from 26 July.

arIeS:
There are times we do the best we can to overcome 
our challenges, but life seems somewhat of an obstacle 
course. And then there are times when doors that were 
once shut open almost effortlessly. The latter holds 
true for where you are right now, Aries. But here’s the 
catch: a shift in attitude is required to perceive the 
openings that are standing before you right now and 
in this moment.
tauruS:
Friday sees you wearing many hats and making the 
most of the opportunity in front of you. This may not 
be your dream job/position, but it’s what’s putting 
food on your table right now, and that is enough. 
Learning to be skillful will take you ahead in the 
game, Taurus. So will your people skills. The key is to 
convince everybody you’re playing on the same team.
gemInI:
That you possess the gift of the gab is no surprise, 
Gemini. But are you using it to your best advantage? 
Maybe. Maybe not. For instance, if you’re interviewing 
for a job or a better position, you have to convince the 
other person/organisation they need you more than 
you need them. No, it’s not lying! It’s altering the truth, 
just a little bit, to get ahead.
cancer:
Abundance is a mindset, Cancer, a lifestyle, if you may. 
One that requires unyielding faith in the law and a 

belief that you will always be taken care of. Remember, 
there is more than enough to go around. Today, the 
cards are urging you to examine your relationship 
with money, to replace that sense of panic with trust, 
and allow yourself to receive the blessings in every 
form.
LeO:
While the lunar energy is synonymous with the world 
of mysteries, the sun is known to activate power 
and vitality—just the things you need today, Leo. 
Sometimes, we tend to complicate the word ‘healing’ 
or believe that somebody outside of us needs to hold 
space for this process. But, the truth is, nature is the 
best healer. Take a walk in the park if you can or soak 
in the morning light from your balcony. You will get 
a major energy boost almost instantaneously, we 
promise!
VIrgO:
It’s easy to blame our circumstances for what’s out of 
balance, but the truth is the Universe is simply mirroring 
our thoughts back to us. For instance, if you think about 
yourself in a positive light, your experiences will reaffirm 
your self-love. On the other hand, when you hold onto 
guilt and shame, you will attract circumstances that 
amplify these feelings within you. The real question 
is: how will you change your vibrations today? If this 
means teaching people how they should and should not 
communicate with you, so be it.

LIBra:
You’re standing at a crossroads, Libra. There are two 
options before you: going back to the old ways, or 
making drastic life changes. But, in order to move on, 
you will have to close the chapters that have stayed 
open way beyond their expiration date. Know that 
your spirit team is supporting you at every step and 
showing you proof of your transformation. Trust that 
you will be able to cross this hurdle with ease, and 
make space for better things.
ScOrPIO:
Good things happen to those who check their mail. The 
communication you receive today could reaffirm your 
faith in the chosen path and potentially present you 
with an opening that takes you closer to your dream. 
Friday sees you intoxicated on a heady mixture of good 
vibes and optimism. Hope and healing could also be on 
the cards for some of you. The phrase ‘time heals all 
wounds’ holds true for where you are in your journey.
SagIttarIuS:
This is a time of strengthening the foundation, 
Sagittarius, of making yourself bulletproof in a 
way that nothing can shake you up. Take practical 
decisions that are in alignment with your 
long-term vision and follow the plan of action 
thoroughly. Magnificent rewards are on their way. 
Some of you could be in the process of committing 
to a new job, relocating or saying ‘I do’ to the one 

you love—a move that involves rebuilding your life. 
Trust that you’re prepared for the changes that are yet 
to come.
caPrIcOrn:
Capricorns who feel well settled about where they 
are in their lives could be thinking about welcoming a 
new member into their family. The time is right when 
you’re ready, or when you feel butterflies in the pit of 
your stomach. Saturnians who are in the market for 
love could be falling for somebody who’s married, 
potentially with a child. It’s but natural for your moral 
compass to kick in at this point. 
aquarIuS:
Distance is a weird thing. It makes us value the 
connections we’ve been blessed with all the more. 
Aquarians have been away from their families could 
be missing their company like never before. Water 
bearers who have been quarantined together, on the 
other hand, have had the chance to work on their 
relationship and transform negative patterns. 
PISceS:
Pisces, you’re in the mood to welcome the weekend 
early this time around by making space for all the 
things that bring a smile to your face. Self-care 
may sound counterintuitive at a time like this, self-
indulgent even. But the Universe works inside out. In 
other words, by showing up for yourself, you’re able to 
show up for the world. 


