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turn to pg03

turn to pg03

AWARENESS ON 

ALCOHOL ADDICTION 

BY SORENG SCHOOL    
Pg2

Pandi and Karishma in 

Team India for Asian 

Body Building & Physique 

Sports Championship
 pg02

SATPALJI TOURS 

SOUTH SIKKIM
Pg02

SUMMIT REPORT

GANGTOK, 05 SEPT:

Chief Minister Pawan Cham-
ling today made some im-

portant announcements with 
regards to the teaching frater-
nity of the State.

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 
teachers who have been reg-
ularized by the state govern-
ment can now avail the same 
bene�its as regular teachers, 
it was announced by the Chief 
Minister today while address-
ing the gathering at the State 
level Teachers’ Day celebration 
held today at Manan Kendra in 
the capital.

The CM also stated that the 
government will try its best to 
regularise all the ad hoc teach-
ers who ful�il all the required 
criteria.

The government has tried 
its best to give promotions to 
teachers including in adminis-
trative section, he added.

He further announced the 

formation of Teachers Recruit-
ment Board for quick reference 
of Teachers.

The CM also announced the 
formation of Sikkim Students 
Welfare Board with grant of 

Rs 1 crore for students facing 
crisis.

Informing the audience 

about the relatively new his-
tory of education in Sikkim, he 

CM announces formation of Sikkim Students 

Welfare Board with grant of Rs 1 crore

SUMMIT REPORT

G !"#$%, 05 S&'#: 

Sikkim has �inished the league round 
of the ongoing U-20 Youth National 

Futsal Championship at Bangalore as 
the group topper. 

In its last match of the league stage, 
Sikkim played out a 3-3 draw against 

Haryana on Wednesday.
In its earlier matches on Tuesday, 

Sikkim thrashed Assam 5-1 and defeat-
ed Tamil Nadu 2-1 and got walkover 
as West Bengal failed to turn up on the 
�ield. 

The league round will be followed 
by knock-out round.

Sikkim tops U-20
Youth National Futsal 
c’ship league round

WANGCHUK BHUTIA

MANGAN, 05 S&'#:  

The road to Mangan-Chungthang has 
opened for traf�ic this evening. The 

road had been closed for all traf�ic since 
30 Aug after incessant rain damaged 
the road at Wang Khola near Toong 
on 28 Aug. The road had been opened 
for light vehicles till 29 Aug, however, 
the rains further damaged the road 

formation.
The Border Roads Organization and 

the District Administration conducted a 
survey of the road and had decided to 
construct a bailey bridge. 

It was estimated that the bridge 
would be launched within ten days, 
however, the bridge was completed this 
evening and the road was opened for 
vehicular traf�ic.

Bailey bridge restores

Mangan-Chungthang

traf(ic

1ST GURU 

SHIROMANI 

AWARD 

CONFERRED TO 

CHUMZAY NANGPA

SUMMIT REPORT

G !"#$%, 05 S&'#: 

The State level Teach-
ers’ Day Celebration 

was held at Manan Bha-
wan today with Chief 
Minister, Pawan Cham-
ling as the chief guest.

The programme wit-
nessed a range of activ-
ities like book release, 
award ceremony and 
screening of �ilm on State 
Literacy Mission.

The State level func-
tion was attended by 
Ministers, MLAs, Advi-
sors and Chairpersons, 
Heads of Departments, 
of�icers of HRDD, and the 
teaching fraternity from 
throughout the State.

The programme be-
gan with the Chief Min-
ister paying rich tribute 
to Dr. S. Radhakrishnan 
whose name is synon-
ymous with the noble 
profession of teaching, 
and in whose honour 
the country celebrates 
Teachers’ Day on this day 
every year.

Guru Shiromani 
Award, which has been 
introduced by the State 
for the �irst time, was 
conferred to Chumzay 
Nangpa. The award com-
prised of shawl, memen-
tos and cash prize of Rs. 
75,000.

The Basic Literacy 

Programme Certi�icate 
was given away to adult 
learners of the State, Pas-
sang Sherpa and Sunita 
Sharma.

A book titled “Nai 
Talim” Work Education 
and Experiential Learn-
ing was also released on 
the occasion. The book 
is a joint effort of the 
Universities in the State, 
State SCERT and Ma-
hatma Gandhi National 
Council of Rural Educa-
tion (MGNCRE) formerly 
known as National Coun-
cil of Rural Institutes 
(NCRI), under the Minis-
try of Human Resource 
Development in Govern-
ment of India.

Zero Investment in-
novation hand book was 
also released by the Chief 
Minister followed by the 
felicitation of 32 innova-
tive teachers.

The Chief Minister 
also launched a mobile 
app called ScholR Pro-
gramme for class IX to XII 
students and the website 
of Sikkim State University.

Programme also wit-
nessed Swacha Vidya-
laya Puruskar 2017-18 
being awarded to Sonam 
Choda Lepcha Memorial 
SS (North), Singpheng 
PS (West), Buriakhop Sr 
Sec School (West), Mel-
li Sr Sec School (South), 
Maniram Sr Sec School 
(South), Bermiok Tokal 
Sr Sec School (South), 
Lower Burtuk Jr High 
School (East) and Reshi 
Primary School (East).

State level Teachers’ 

Day celebration held

REBYNA RANA

G !"#$%, 05 S&'#:

The girls and boys teams of EMRS 
Gangyap, West Sikkim, left for 

Guwahati today to participate in the 
NE CBSE Cluster-1 basketball tour-
nament at Miles Bronson Residential 
School. The tournament is scheduled 
to play out from 07 to 09 September 
2018.

The team has Sid Yonzone as coach 
and Pem C Lepcha as team manager. 

The girls team is captained by Se-
meema Subba and will be defending the 
title. EMRS Gangyap has been winning 
this championship since 2010, that is 
for eight consecutive years.

The boys stood 4th last year. This 
year they are being captained by Sonam 
Tashi Bhutia.

EMRS-Gangyap basketball team leaves

for Guwahati to defend title
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N�� D����, S�  5 (PTI): The Su-
preme Court is likely to pronounce 
on Thursday its much-awaited ver-
dict on a clutch of petitions seek-
ing decriminalisation of 158-year-
old colonial law under Section 377 
of the IPC which criminalises con-
sensual gay sex.

A �ive-judge constitution bench 
headed by Chief Justice Dipak Mis-
ra had reserved its verdict on July 
17 after hearing various stake-
holders for four days, including 
gay rights activists.

Besides the CJI, the bench also 
comprised justices R F Nariman, 

A M Khanwilkar, D Y Chandrachud 
and Indu Malhotra.

The Centre, which had initially 
sought adjournment for �iling its 
response to the petitions, had lat-
er left to the wisdom of the court 
the issue of legality of the penal 
provision on the aspects of crimi-
nalising consensual unnatural sex 
between two consenting adults.

The Centre had said that the 
other aspects of the penal provi-
sion dealing with minors and ani-
mals should be allowed to remain 
in the statute book.

Section 377 refers to ‘unnat-

ural offences’ and says whoever 
voluntarily has carnal intercourse 
against the order of nature with 
any man, woman or animal, shall 
be punished with imprisonment 
for life, or with imprisonment of 
either description for a term which 
may extend to 10 years, and shall 
also be liable to pay a �ine.

The apex court heard the writ 
petitions �iled by dancer Navtej 
Jauhar, journalist Sunil Mehra, chef 
Ritu Dalmia, hoteliers Aman Nath 
and Keshav Suri and business exec-
utive Ayesha Kapur and 20 former 
and current students of the IITs.

They have sought decriminali-
sation of consensual sex between 
two consenting adults of the same 
sex by declaring section 377 of IPC 
as illegal and unconstitutional.

The issue of section 377 was 
�irst raised by NGO Naaz Foun-
dation, which had in 2001 ap-
proached the Delhi High Court 
which had decriminalised sex 
between consenting adults of the 
same gender by holding the penal 
provision as “illegal”.

This 2009 judgement of the 
high court was overturned in 2013 
by the apex court which had also 

dismissed the review plea against 
which the curative petitions were 
�iled which are pending.

The apex court had com-
menced the hearing on the fresh 
writ petitions challenging re-crim-
inalisation of consensual gay sex 
between two adults, rejecting the 
Centre’s plea seeking postpone-
ment of the proceedings by four 
weeks.

It had in 2013 restored the 
criminality of the sexual relation-
ship between persons of the same 
sex, after the Delhi High Court had 
decriminalised it in 2009.

At the outset of the hearing, the 
�ive-judge bench on July 10 had 
made it clear that it was not go-
ing into the curative petitions and 
would adjudicate on the fresh writ 
petitions in the matter.

The writ petitions were op-
posed by Apostolic Alliance of 
Churches and Utkal Christian As-
sociation and some other NGOs 
and individuals including Suresh 
Kumar Kaushal.

Kaushal had also challenged 
the 2009 verdict of the high court 
in the apex court which had re-
stored section 377 of IPC.

The trophies for the 
best performing schools 
went to Singtam SSS, So-
nam Choda Lepcha Me-
morial SS, Dethang JHS 
and Ramidan PS.

On the occasion, me-
mentos and cash of Rs. 1 
lakh was presented to the 
National Awardees 2017 
by the Chief Minister for 
their exemplary services.  
The programme also saw 
felicitation of best per-
forming schools (Aca-
demic) from throughout 
the State, along with tro-
phies for the best overall 
performing schools in all 
districts.

For rendering ex-
traordinary service in 
their teaching career, 8 
teachers from various 
Government schools 
were conferred the State 
Award which comprised 
of cash of Rs. 50,000 
along with certi�icates.

15 teachers of vari-
ous schools of the state 
were also conferred with 
Commendable Award 
which comprised of 
cash of Rs. 25,000 along 
with certi�icates. The CM 
while handing over the 
awards congratulated 
the awardees for making 
an impact on the lives of 
the children of the states.

Earlier, songs were 
sung by the students of 
Enchey Sr Sec School, by 
teachers of Modern Sr 
Sec School, teachers of 
Chujachen Sr Sec School 
and DIET trainees.

The function also saw 
a poem recitation by Ad-
ditional Director, HRDD, 
HP Dahal and a video 
presentation on State Lit-
eracy Mission.

SC verdict on validity of criminalising consensual gay sex likely Thurs

State level 

Teachers’ 

Day 

celebration 

held

N!"#��, 05 S� $ (IPR): 

Minister for Tourism, Ir-
rigation, India-Nepal Ut-
tarakhand River Projects, 
Government of Uttara-
khand, Satpalji Maharaj, 
visited South District 
along with nine other 
delegates from the Gov-
ernment of Uttarakhand 
today.

The Minister and his 
team and of�icers from 
Sikkim visited various 
sites in an around Namchi. 

The team visited the 
Temi Tea factory where 
Chairperson, Temi Tea 
Estate, MP Chamling, 
general manager Labin 
Tshering and the of�icials 
and staff took the team 
on a tour of the facto-
ry followed by a power 
point presentation by the 
Assistant Manager Pra-
teek Gautam. 

The Minister was also 
briefed about the acco-
lades that Temi Tea has re-
ceived in the recent past. 

An interactive ses-

sion between the tour-
ism stakeholders and 
the Minister was also 
held where the Minis-
ter offered insights on 
strengthening Tea Tour-
ism in the region. 

He also delved upon 
the various aspects of 
Tea and put forth sug-
gestions to enhance tea 
tourism of Sikkim while 

also applauding the State 
Government and agen-
cies involved in giving 
Temi Tea national and 
global visibility. 

Thereafter,  Shri 
Satpalji Maharaj along 
with the delegates and 
of�icials visited Indian 
Himalayan Centre for 
Adventure and Eco-Tour-
ism (IHCAE)Chemchey 

where they were shown 
around the premises by 
the of�icials of IHCAE. 
The Minister was briefed 
upon various aspects 
namely adventure tour-
ism, wellness and yoga 
tourism alongside so-
cial programmes such 
as SAATHI that IHCAE is 
currently hosting in their 
institute.The Minister 

strongly vocalised the 
need to replicate such 
initiatives in his state and 
commended the pro-ac-
tive Government and the 
administrative body in 
running the institute in 
an ideal manner.

The Minister then 
visited various pilgrim-
age sites in Namchi such 
as Samdruptse and Sid-
dheshwar Dham (Char 
Dham). He took a keen 
interest in learning 
about the culture, teach-
ings and religious faith 
of both places of interest 
and also admired the in-
frastructure and the vi-
sion of the Chief Minister.

 It may be mentioned 
here that Shri Satpalji 
Maharaj will be visiting 
Buddha Park, Ravangla 
on the 6th of September 
after which he will pro-
ceed towards West Dis-
trict to make a detailed 
study about organic agri-
culture and village tour-
ism of Sikkim.

Satpalji tours South Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT

G!%&$'*, 05 S� $: 

A ward-level farmers 
training on the prin-

ciples of Organic Farm-
ing and Certi�ication 
was held today by Mev-
edir at Upper Berfok and 
Yangsum ward under 
Chingthang GPU.  

The �irst session was 
addressed by panchayat 
member Babita Khati 
who welcomed the par-
ticipants and thanked 
them for attending the 
event and outlined the 
key objectives of the 
training and hoped that 
it would go a long way to-
wards achieving sustain-
ability for the village. 

Next, Approval Com-

mittee President Pushpa 
Kumar Gurung highlight-
ed the advantages of or-
ganic farming and the 
harms of using chemicals 
or pesticides in the farm 
and why Sikkim has cho-
sen the former option. 

In the next session, 
Mevedir Trainer and Su-
pervisor, Jason Sherpa, 
shared the basic princi-
ples of organic farming 
and highlighted the im-
portance of soil. 

He also spoke about 
Internal Control Systems 
for Organic certi�ication 
which has  two times 
internal inspection in 
Rabi and Kharif season 
of farms which is again 
re-inspected or audited 

by External certi�ication 
Bodies once a year. 

During this inspection, 
risk assessment is done to 
ensure the integrity of the 
organic certi�ication. 

He also informed 
about the recent external 
inspection and farmers 
were informed to give 
cooperation for provid-
ing correct information 
during inspection.

The concluding ses-
sion of the day was ad-
dressed by Yogen Gurung 
(RDA) who highlighted 
social issues which the 
participants need to be 
aware and contribute in 
any meaningful manner 
to the development of 
the GPU.

Organic farming training at 
Upper Berfok and Yangsum 

AWARENESS ON ALCOHOL ADDICTION BY SORENG SCHOOL 
G!%&$'*, 05 S� $: On the occasion of Teachers’ Day, Soreng Senior Secondary School organized an 
awareness program against addiction to alcohol and other harmful substances in the bazaar area. 
Teachers of Govt. Sr. Sec. School Soreng led by Principal Narayan Basnet have appealed to shopkeepers 
to not sell alcohol to students.

N!"#��, 05 S� $ (IPR): Lok Sabha MP 
PD Rai chaired a daylong meeting of the 
District Development Coordination & 
Monitoring Committee (DISHA) at the 
district administration centre confer-
ence haall here today. 

The meeting was also attended by 
DC (South) Prabhakar Verma, ADC (Dev, 
Namchi) Milan Subba, Zilla Adhyaksha 
(South) Farwanti Tamang, Upa-Adhak-
shya (South) Bhim Badhadur Lakhey, 

Namchi Muncipal Council Vice Chair-
person Dikila Bhutia, ADC (Dev, Ravan-
gla) Suman Gurung alongside of�icials, 
councillors and panchayats from vari-
ous areas. 

The focus of this DISHA meeting 
was on �lagship programmes - Pradhan 
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), 
National Rural Drinking Water Pro-
gramme (NRDWP) and the Smart City 
Project.

MP PD Rai chairs DISHA

meeting in Namchi

SUMMIT REPORT

R!%& ', 05 S� $:

Regional Outreach Bureau, Guwa-
hati, Ministry of Information and 

Broadcasting, in collaboration  with  
the Ministry of Health & Family Wel-
fare has launched a public campaign 
on Ayushman Bharat in the differ-
ent parts of the north eastern states. 

For Sikkim, the campaign is starting 
with a street play being performed by 
Bhaoria Group from Assam. They have 
begun the performances from West 
Pendam constituency. The street play 
coursed through Karmithang, Bhu-
rung, Central Pandam, Rangpo Lower 
Bazar and Upper Bazar today, a press 
release informs.

Dental 

health class 

held at ITBP 

Chungthang
G!%&$'*, 05 S� $: 

Civil Dental Surgeon of 
Primary Health Centre, 
Chungthang organised 
dental classes at 11th 
Bn, ITBP, today. Com-
mandant Rajesh Kumar 
Tomar thanked the den-
tal surgeon for the visit, a 
press release informs.

The dental surgeon 
briefed the troops 
about diseases and 
their treatment. The 
Commandant requested 
all personnel to follow 
the advice of the surgeon 
in their daily routine for 
better dental heath, the 
release mentions.

IIT-Guwahati 

sign MoU with 

Aaranyak 

to address 

development 

challenges
G+�!�!$�, S�  5 (PTI): The IIT-Gu-
wahati, and Aaranyak, a scienti�ic and 
industrial research organisation, has 
signed an MoU to facilitate coordina-
tion in addressing development chal-

lenges of the country, particularly in the 
Northeastern region.

The MoU was signed by IIT-G Direc-
tor Prof Gautam Biswas and Aaranyak 
Secretary General Bibhab Talukdar, a 
statement issued by Aaranyak said on 
Wednesday.

The two organisations would also 
work together on projects such as pro-
motion of rural entrepreneurship, tech-
nology input to mitigate human-wild-
life con�lict, and application of rural 
technology in disaster risk reduction, 
the statement said. Speci�ic joint efforts 
may also include areas of handlooms 
(silk and eri), Agriculture and allied 
sectors especially on turmeric, ginger, 
chillies and banana, it said.
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Gangtok on 

Thursday, 

06 Sept
Temp: 28°C/17°C
Forecast: Mostly 
cloudy, a show-
er or thunder-

storm around.
Sunrise: 05:16 AM

Sunset: 5:52 PM

 SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
 DEAR VIGOR EVENING

 Draw No:4 DrawDate on:05/09/18
 1st Prize Rs.26.02 Lakhs/- 89C 91800

 Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 91800 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)

 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-

 14279 44540 45777 51385 55696

 56996 61714 64619 70883 75940

 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0551 0648 0989 2092 5842 6215 6492 7209 9485 9496

 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0604 1630 2298 3542 4981 5589 8550 9129 9822 9891

 5th Prize Rs.120/-

 0231 0333 0340 0350 0448 0511 0578 0758 0859 0865

 0929 1108 1237 1266 1540 1699 1751 2030 2202 2326

 2467 2621 2688 2740 2914 2935 3023 3045 3104 3109

 3404 3519 3889 3982 3985 4021 4045 4108 4202 4253

 4367 4378 4451 4730 4915 5003 5015 5115 5519 5765

 5850 5851 5870 5889 6141 6202 6245 6297 6516 6550

 6566 6599 6636 6978 6992 7007 7061 7072 7313 7425

 7461 7470 7530 7583 7631 7644 7803 7833 8015 8047

 8121 8131 8148 8214 8230 8350 8371 8378 8698 8763

 8853 8948 9004 9184 9260 9588 9772 9854 9962 9994

Issued by :

The Director ,Sikkim State Lotteries,

Government Of Sikkim ,Deorali - 737102 ,Sikkim

Please Visit : www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE 

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
CULTURAL AFFAIRS & HERITAGE DEPARTMENT

GANGTOK – 737101, SIKKIM

ENTRIES INVITED FOR KAVI SAMMELAN

In commemoration of the 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahat-

ma Gandhi, the Cultural Aff airs & Heritage Department is orga-

nizing a Kavi-Sammelan on 29th September at Manan Kendra. 

Entries are invited from poets, students and interested individ-

uals in all local languages on the theme “Mahatma Gandhi – 

His life, work & philosophy”.

Interested individuals may kindly send in their entries to 

OSD (Song & Drama Unit), Cultural Aff airs & Heritage Depart-

ment by 15th September 2018.

Sd/-

DEPUTY DIRECTOR (ARCHIVES)

CULTURAL AFFAIRS & HERITAGE DEPARTMENT

MOBILE NO: 9832014600, 906430252.
R.O. No. 329/IPR/PUB/Classi./18-19 dt. 4.9.2018

WANTED, A FULL-TIME 

DESIGNER FOR A MAGAZINE
Seeking an experienced, full-time Design-

er for a monthly magazine. Responsibilities 

will include conceptualising the design of 

the magazine every month and coordinat-

ing with various stakeholders to facilitate the 

printing of the magazine.

REQUIREMENTS:

1. Bachelors’ or Masters’ Degree in Graph-

ic Designing, Journalism or related 

fi elds.

2. Highly profi cient in all design aspects.

3. A solid ground in print and web design is 

required. 

4. Ability to meet deadlines, including short 

turnaround assignments. 

5. Invitation open from Sikkim, Darjeeling 

and Kalimpong.

SALARY: Negotiable depending upon 

experience. 

TO APPLY: Please email a 1-page CV and 

cover letter to amreetads@gmail.com by 

12th September 2018. For further details 

contact +917637944160.

said that under his gov-
ernment the State now 
has all forms of higher 
education centres in 
many disciplines.

He also touched upon 
the newly formed Sikkim 
State University and stat-
ed that in order to make 
the university of global 
standards, the university 
needs to hone and pre-
pare manpower which 
dwells on sustainability.

He also advised the 
new university to focus 
on market demands and 
to do something innova-
tive which can empower 
the state.

“State university is for 
our Sikkimese students,” 
said the CM.

Speaking on the 
need to be self-suf!i-
cient he said that people 
will die of hunger if the 
world does not focus on 
self-suf!iciency in food 
grains.

Further adding he 
stated that Sikkim can 
become self-suf!icient 
through organic mission 
and tourism.

He also informed of 
more manpower to be re-
quired in transport and 
tourism sectors.

The CM said that the 
government is explor-
ing new avenues in all 
sectors particularly in 
tourism sector focussing 
on Buddhist and Hindu 
circuits.

He also cautioned 
the people against fall-
ing prey to politics 
based on caste and re-
ligion and urged them 
towards a positive out-
look for a knowledge 
based society.

The CM also an-
nounced the formation of 
a Senior Citizens Welfare 
Board.

CM 
announces 
formation 
of Sikkim 
Students 
Welfare 
Board with 
grant of Rs 
1 crore
contd from pg01

SAGAR CHHETRI

G����� , 05 S!"�: 

Two Sikkimese athletes 
have quali!ied to repre-

sent the country in the up-
coming 52nd Asian Body 
Building & Physique Sports 
Championship 2018 to be 
held from 02 to 08 October at 
Pune, Maharashtra. 

Pandi Targain and Karish-
ma Subba from Sikkim have 
earned a berth in the national 
team for the championship. 

Interestingly, Pandi Targain 
has also quali!ied to represent 
the country in the upcoming 
10th World Body Building & 
Physique Sports Champion-
ship 2018 to be held at the end 
of the year in Thailand.

The selection trials for 
Team India for the 52nd 
Asian & 10th World Body 
Building & Physique Sports 
Championship 2018 was held 
on 01 September at Raipur, 

Chhattisgarh. 
A four-member team, two 

men and two women, of Body 
Building & Power Lifting Asso-

ciation of Sikkim [BBPLAS] had 
participated in the selection tri-
als, following which Pandi and 
Karishma made the grade.

This is for the !irst time that 
Sikkimese women athletes are 
in Team India for this presti-
gious Asian championship. 

35-year-old Pandi is a cer-
ti!ied !itness trainer presently 
based in Delhi, while 21-year-
old Karishma is a !ifth semes-
ter student of Burtuk Gov-
ernment College and is the 
current State champion of 
strength lifting, power lifting 
and weight lifting.

Addressing a press con-
ference here today, Karishma 
shared her happiness and 
satisfaction on being selected 
to represent the country.  She 
was con!ident that she will do 
well in the championship. 

“This achievement has 
motivated me to workout 
harder to continue in this 
!ield and to !inally participate 
in the Olympia platform in the 
future,” she expressed.

Karishma also thanked 
international strength lifter, 
Pema Dorjee Bhutia, who 
initially trained and motivat-
ed her in the sport. She has 

demonstrated for the first 
time at the Mr Sikkim 2018 
platform earlier this year.

Pandi is presently training 
in Delhi, while Karishma has 
also started training at Titan 
Gym, Gangtok under BBPLAS 
coach, Hishey Namgyal 
Bhutia. 

BBPLAS coach stated that 
both were in peak form and 
have full potential to win in-
ternational medals for the 
country.

Likewise, BBPLAS general 
secretary, Pema WD Bhutia, 
stated that the association 
will provide all necessary 
training, diet and support to 
both athletes to ensure best 
performances in the upcom-
ing Asian championship.

The press conference was 
also addressed by publicity 
secretary, Devendra Basnet 
and treasurer, Pema Wangc-
huk Bhutia.

Pandi and Karishma in Team India for Asian Body 

Building & Physique Sports Championship

G����� , 05 S!"� 

(IPR): ICFAI University 
celebrated Teachers’ Day 
by felicitating teachers of 
the Institute in a function 
attended by Governor of 
Sikkim, Ganga Prasad as 
chief guest. Area MLA, 
DR Thapa was present 
as the guest of honor and 
Vice Chancellor of Sikkim 
Manipal University, Gen. 
(Dr) M.D Venkatesh was 
present as special guest 
of the day.

The function began 
with the lighting of the cer-
emonial lamp and offering 
of the traditional shawl by 
Vice Chancellor ICFAI Uni-
versity Sikkim Dr. Jagan-
nath Patnaik to the Gov-
ernor, DR Thapa and Gen. 
(Dr) M.D Venkatesh.

Governor Ganga 
Prasad addressed the 
gathering by saying that 
the youth are the hope 
and future of the na-
tion and need a good 
and strong foundation. 
To achieve true success 
one needs the strength 
of mind and body to 
struggle and work hard 
to reach the fullest po-
tential. He also asked 
the students to have the 
right attitude, self-dis-
cipline and the ability 
to put their goal before 
their own needs if they 
are really driven towards 
success. He gave the ex-
ample of former Presi-
dent of India Dr. Abdul 

Kalam and the !irst Vice 
President of India, Dr. 
Radhakrishnan.

Vice Chancellor IC-
FAI University Dr. Jagan-
nath Patnaik thanked the 
teachers present and said 
that their contribution is 
valuable for a better so-
ciety and better world. 
He added that no other 
societal institution other 
than family has greater 
role in shaping the so-
ciety than teachers. He 
also acknowledged the 
collaboration and moral 
support of International 
Association of Educators 
for World Peace in this 
noble endeavour of felic-
itating the distinguished 
teachers. He further add-
ed that this organization 
is well known for their 
contribution in the prop-
agation of world peace 
through education.

Vice Chancellor Sik-
kim Manipal University 
Gen. (Dr) M.D Venkatesh 
in his speech shared his 
experiences in teaching 
and said that teachers 
need to understand the 
needs of the learners. 
He asked the students 

to respect their teachers 
and ended his speech by 
saying that knowledge 
and skills increase if you 
disperse them.

ICFAI University Sik-
kim Distinguished Teach-
ers Award 2018 were also 
conferred on Deepa Chettri 
[ Bahai School Tadong, 
Gangtok], Deoraj Bagdas 
[West Point Sr. Secondary 
School], Moizur Rehman 
[Kendra Vidyalaya], Tsher-
ing Luday [Enchey Sr. Sec. 
School], Meena Chettri 
[Biraspati Parsay Govt. 
Sr. Sec. School], Pravesh 
Rai [Army Public School, 
Gangtok], Nardeep Chettri 
[Prashanti Vidya Mandir 
Sec. School, Sichey], Shyam 
Pradhan [Paljor Namg-
yal Girls Sr. Sec. School], 
Susan Bhutia [Modern 
Sr. Sec. School], Sanjita 
Bhutia [Tashi Namgyal 
Academy, Gangtok], Bina 
Sharma [Sir Tashi Namg-
yal Sr. Sec. School], Sush-
ila Khawas [Govt. Sr. Sec. 
School, Tadong], Roshan 
Pradhan [Govt. Girls Sr. 
Sec. School, Deorali] and 
Om Kumari Pradhan 
[Prashanti Vidya Mandir 
Sec. School, Sichey].

ICFAI felicitates teachers
on Teachers’ Day

NOTICE FOR GENERAL PUBLIC FROM OFFICE 

OF RETURNING OFFICER/DEO/DC WEST

This is to inform the public that in pursuance to Chapter 3, para 3.3 of the Manual Polling Station, 

the List of Rationalized Polling Stations are available at the District Administration Center and with 

concerned Booth Level Offi  cers [BLO] and Assistant Electoral Registration Offi  cers [AERO], follow-

ing are the Rationalized Polling Stations as reported:

Sl No. Assembly Cons! tuency Exis! ng Polling Sta! on New/Ra! onalized Polling 

Sta! on 

1. 02 Yangthang Govt. Sec School, Langang, Room 

No. II

Govt. Sec School, Langang, 

Room No. III

2. 04 Hee-Martam Govt. Jr. High School, Omchung, 

Room No. I

Govt. Jr. High School, Om-

chung, Room No. II

3. 06 Daramdin Govt. Sr. Sec School, Sombaria, 

Room No. I

Govt. Sr. Sec School, Sombaria, 

Room No II

Also it is informed that the Draft Electoral Roll was published by Chief Electoral Offi  cer’s Offi  ce 

on 1st September, 2018. The same is available in Soft Copy format and any interested person or 

aggrieved person wanting to change the published details can approach the concerned Electoral 

Registration Offi  cer of his/her constituency or the nearest Booth Level Offi  cer. The Soft Copy is 

available on West District Website at westsikkim.nic.in

The summary revision is underway from 1st September, 2018 and will go on till 31st October, 

2018. The Booth Level Offi  cers will also be undertaking Special Camps to enrol new voters as well 

as correction, shifting and deletion, if any, in Draft Electoral Roll. 

L#$%'��� (P*), S!" 5 

(PTI): Around 68.7 per 
cent of milk and milk 
products sold in the 
country is not as per the 
standards laid down by 
the Food Safety and Stan-
dards Authority of India 
(FSSAI), a member of the 
Animal Welfare Board 
said Wednesday.

Mohan Singh Ahlu-
walia, member, Animal 
Welfare Board of India said 
the most common adulter-
ants are detergent, caustic 
soda, glucose, white paint 
and re!ined oil.

“The state of adulter-
ation in milk and milk 
products in the country 
is such that 68.7 per cent 

of milk and milk prod-
ucts sold is not as per the 
standards laid down by 
the FSSAI,” he said.

Quoting a report by 
the Ministry of Science 
and Technology, Ahlu-
walia said 89.2 per cent 
of such products are 
adulterated in one form 
or the other.

He said the produc-
tion of milk in the country 
up to March 31, 2018 has 
been registered at 14.68 
crore litres per day against 
the consumption of 480 
grams per capita per day.

The member was 
chairing a meeting of 
heads of different de-
partments here.

He added that adul-
teration in milk is more 
prevalent in northern 
states as compared to the 
southern states.

Ahluwalia said the 
National Survey on Milk 
Adulteration had con-
ducted a survey some 
years back and found that 
due to lack of hygiene 
and sanitation in han-
dling and packaging, de-
tergents used in washing 
containers and other sur-
faces !ind their way into 
milk and milk products.

“However, detergent 
and other contaminants 
like urea, starch, glu-
cose and formalin are 
also used to deliberately 

adulterate milk as they 
provide thickness and 
preserve the milk for lon-
ger periods,” he said.

The Animal Welfare 
Board member said the 
adulterants in milk are 
hazardous and can cause 
irreversible damage to 
human organs.

The World Health 
Organisation (WHO) 
had recently issued an 
advisory to the Govern-
ment of India stating that 
if adulteration of milk 
and milk products is not 
checked immediately, 
87 per cent of citizens 
would be suffering from 
serious diseases like can-
cer by the year 2025.

68% milk & milk products in India not
as per FSSAI standard: Of!icial
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Defeat Insularity,

Every Time 
Agent provocateurs can be persistent, 

but cannot be allowed to win

Some or the other attempt is always in play to whip 
up some scare with some high-pitched paranoia, 

and as elections approach nearer, so will the bluster 
and pretend shock. ‘Pretend’ because there is nothing 
really surprising in any of this drama which plays out 
in a cycle around this time of a term every time. The 
hyperbole has been ratcheted up at the national level 
and noise on these lines is being heard in Sikkim as 
well. To Sikkim’s credit, the tenacity of the communal 
scaremongers is matched by the pragmatism of its peo-
ple. Organisations and individuals have consistently 
represented the interests of their of�ice-bearers [and/ 
or silent promoters] and almost never the concerns of 
the people they claim to [or are supposed to] repre-
sent; which is perhaps why they hyperventilate over 
issues which rarely receive mass, grassroots-based 
endorsement. It is this disconnect which also ensures 
that Sikkim witnesses no communal �lare-ups on the 
streets even though, if the press releases, press state-
ments or Facebook posts were to be believed, the 
thread of civility between community has been frayed 
very thin. 

This condition is of course not unique to Sikkim. 
The overlapping of religion and identity and politics 
has handicapped India since its birth in 1947. Inter-
community fault lines were exploited even in Sikkim 
during the movement for democracy in the 1970’s. 
One hears of how rumours tried to pit one communi-
ty against the other through those tumultuous years 
and although some clashes did occur, these were more 
class-confrontations and not inter-community. The 
people did not turn communal even then. Communal 
issues �lared up in 1979 as well with the Nepali seat is-
sue but its promoters did not receive the endorsement 
of the people and communal politics was played in the 
open again in 1994, but did not translate too well in 
the ballot that time either. 

The Sikkimese people, it would hence be safe to 
vouch, have consistently rejected communal postures. 
Admittedly, there is an inherent communal streak in 
all people at an individual level, but the Sikkimese 
have done exceptionally well in ensuring that this does 
not become a pathological condition of the entire com-
munity. Unfortunately, not all community elders and 
leaders seem to have accepted this fact and continue 
to try and peddle prejudiced notions. One hopes that 
Sikkimese empathy is made of stronger stuff than the 
chisels with which too many are hammering away at 
the edi�ice of respectful coexistence that Sikkim has 
held �irm thus far. In the wake of the festival reaf�irm-
ing brotherhood and propitiating its Guardian Deity, 
Sikkim and its people should reaf�irm their consistent 
commitment to stand fast in protecting Sikkim’s inter-
ests to fend off the shallow belligerence which should 
continue to fail so that empathy and mutual respect 
continue to hold sway.

DEIRDRE CLEMENTE

theconversation.com

At the French Open, Serena Williams wore a 
custom-made black catsuit. On August 24, the 

president of the French Tennis Federation said the 
out�it “wouldn’t be back.” It “went too far,” he con-
tinued. It didn’t “respect the game and the place.”

Among Williams’ defenders, the pushback was 
swift – the decision indicative of how female ath-
letes face more scrutiny and are held to outdated 
dress standards.

As a historian of the American fashion industry, 
I’m not surprised when an out�it worn by a female 
athlete generates outrage. I thought of Suzanne 
Lenglen, the French tennis star of the late 1910s 
who shocked onlookers with her knee-length ten-
nis dress. Coincidentally, Stade Roland Garros, the 
stadium where Serena wore her suit during the 
French Open, has a court named after Lenglen.

This is simply the most recent chapter of a cen-
turylong debate over the place of informality and 
immodesty in our dress: how short can that skirt 
be? Should the �irst lady be able to don a tank top? 
What about wearing sneakers to prom?

Sportswear, which can be both informal and im-
modest, has served as a �lashpoint in these debates 
– particularly for women.

In 1936, a sportswriter named Paul Gallico ar-
gued that female athletes and their clothing were 
offensive.

Women who play sports, he wrote, “stick out 
places when they play, wear funny clothes, get out 
of breath or perspire.” He didn’t like that because 

“it’s a lady’s business to look beautiful, and there 
are hardly any sports in which she seems able to 
do it.”

Nothing, it seemed, pissed people off more than 
women in shorts. Starting in the late 1920s, shorts 
became the much-contested replacement for bloom-
ers, the puffy-legged, bifurcated garment worn un-
der long skirts. Women who did wear athletic garb 
were supposed to keep out of the public eye because 
it was deemed unfeminine and, yes, immodest.

Female tennis players were on the frontlines 
of the battle for public acceptance of shorts. Even 
though tennis industry of�icials and country club 
muckety mucks wrote dress codes that outlawed 
shorts, many women refused to adhere to the rules 
and continued showing up to play wearing them.

Some were thrown off the courts. But it’s hard 
to enforce dress codes when everybody’s doing it.

Not surprisingly, this really rankled the old 
guard.

“If you gals really knew how cute you look in 
a well-cut dress, you wouldn’t hanker to wear 
shorts,” one etiquette writer grumbled in the 1936 
book, “Co-Ediquette: Poise and Popularity for Ev-
ery Girl.” “Of course, you’ve got to be comfortable, 
ah, me! Even if you have to insult the aesthetic 

sense of men to do it?”

Most women shrugged – and kept on wearing 

shorts, on and off the court.

In time, shorts as hiking wear, shorts as garden-

ing garb and shorts as loungewear became increas-

ingly common. It seems the old guard had been 

worn down – or simply died off.

By the end of the 1930s, younger women were 

acknowledging a shift in attitudes. “American 

women live 24 hours a day in sports clothes,” one 

college student told the Boston Post. “Husband no 

longer come home and deliver stern lectures upon 

�inding their wives cooking supper in shorts. It’s 

just taken for granted.”

While some husbands may have skipped the 

stern lectures, it took three more decades for 

shorts to fully reach widespread acceptance.

But in tennis, notions of immodesty and infor-

mality die hard. When female tennis players such 

as Billie Jean King wore very short, gored skirts and 

sleeveless polo shirts in the 1970s, they were criti-

cized for their “radical” out�its. Time and again, the 

powers-that-be in tennis push back on immodes-

ty, and the players push forward towards personal 

choice and – dare we say – personal style.

So, we’ve seen this all before. New stuff – nev-

er-seen-before stuff – has long spelled trouble for 

female athletes and sparked public outcry.

Today, the sartorial standards of what you can 

and can’t wear in certain settings have changed so 

radically that institutions can’t keep up. You almost 

feel sorry for the French of�icial who announced 

the ban on the catsuit. In the big picture, he won’t 

do anything to stop the crawl of social change.

And how did Serena Williams respond to being 

chastised for wearing her black catsuit?

She simply showed up a few days later to win 

U.S. Open matches wearing a tulle tutu.

[the writer is Associate Professor of His-

tory, University of Nevada, Las Vegas]

Serena Williams’ catsuit controversy evokes 

the battle over women wearing shorts

KEITH RATHBONE

theconversation.com

The sports apparel giant Nike stirred up 

controversy on Monday when it un-

veiled its “Just Do It: 30th anniversary” ad-

vertising campaign. It featured a variety of 

superstar American athletes including the 

polarising quarterback Colin Kaepernick, 

who started the Bend the Knee protests in 

the NFL in September 2016.

The protests had initially targeted po-

lice violence against people of colour but 

broadened into a wider protest against US 

President Donald Trump after he said any 

player who knelt during the anthem was 

a “son of bitch”. Trump, who continues to 

suggest that the NFL should withhold the 

kneeling players’ salaries, said the new 

Nike ad was a “terrible message … that 

shouldn’t be sent”.

Nike’s ad featured a powerful black 

and white photo of Kaepernick telling con-

sumers to “believe in something. Even if 

means sacri�icing everything.” The hastag 

#JustDoIt struck a chord, trending for 24 

hours on Twitter.

There was an immediate backlash 

from conservatives against the Nike ad-

vert. On social media, fans posted images 

and videos of burnt Nike jerseys and shoes 

using the hashtag #justburnit.

In a tweet that went viral, country 

musician John Rich showcased socks with 

the Nike swoosh cut out. Nike’s stock price 

tumbled, losing 3% percent in market 

value.

Not all the response to the Kaepernick 

ad has been negative. Many people sup-

port the NRL protests, and celebrities like 

the rapper Common, and Russell Crowe 

(along with Serena Williams, who is spon-

sored by Nike) joined in the #justdoit con-

versation online. 

CORPORATE ACTIVISM

Perhaps no company is more aware of the 

power of popular political activism than 

Nike. In the 1990s, a popular consumer 

boycott in response to Nike’s environmen-

tal and labor practices severely under-

mined the company’s pro�its.

In joining forces with the Bend the 

Knee movement, Nike joins a host of com-

panies taking on progressive political 

causes including LGBT rights, tax reform, 

and free speech. Most recently, in the US, 

the sporting goods retailer Dick’s stopped 

selling assault weapons after a student 

killed classmates in Florida with a gun 

purchased from one of their stores.

Marketing experts are divided over the 

wisdom of companies engaging in political 

action. Activism can show consumers that 

companies care about more than prof-

its, but as conservatives’ reaction to Nike 

shows, taking a stand can be risky.

Over the long term, Nike probably 

hopes to bene�it from this stand: its key 

demographics in the US and worldwide 

are younger and blacker than the people 

protesting them. Younger Americans are 

said to strongly support Kaepernick’s pro-

test, and they are the biggest consumers 

of Nike products. Nike also knows that 

consumers develop brand loyalty early in 

their lives and maintain it for a long time.

Nike probably also faced consider-

able pressure from athletes who are in-

creasingly using their personal brands to 

engage in politics. Basketballer Lebron 

James, Nike’s biggest spokesman in the 

NBA, has feuded with the Donald Trump 

and condemned his policies as racist. Mi-

chael Jordan has sided with James against 

the embattled president.

Conservatives that want to avoid ath-

letes and clothing retailers af�iliated with 

Bend the Knee will �ind it increasingly 

hard to do so.

The NFL’s return this weekend will 

only reignite the debate over the anthem 

protests. With almost the whole sports 

world seemingly arrayed against their 

politics it is easy to understand why some 

Republicans, like Fox News Host Laura In-

gram, just want athletes such as James to 

“shut up and dribble.”

Colin Kaepernick and other athletes 

(while no doubt being handsomely paid 

by Nike) are boldly speaking out. In the 

future, Kaepernick and Nike will be vindi-

cated for their bravery.

[the writer is Lecturer, Mod-

ern European History and Sports 

History, Macquarie University]

Nike’s courageous new ad

campaign mixing racial politics 

with sport will be vindicated
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K������, S ! 5 (PTI): 

West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
Wednesday remembered 
Mother Teresa, also 
known as Saint Teresa 
of Calcutta, on her 21st 
death anniversary.

Taking to her Twitter 
handle, Banerjee said 
that the United Nation 
(UN) had declared the 
day as the “International 
Day of Charity”.

“Mother Teresa (Saint 
Teresa of Calcutta) passed 
away on this day in 1997, 
after a lifetime of service 
for the poorest of the 
poor,” Banerjee tweeted.

“Sincerest tribute to 
her. In her memory, the 
@UN declared this day as 
the International Day of 
Charity,” she added.

Special prayers were 

held today to pay tribute 
to Mother Teresa. Can-
dles were lit at her grave 
in Mother House, the 
global headquarters of 
the Missionaries of Char-
ity (MoC) she founded.

The Vatican had de-
clared Mother Teresa Pa-
tron Saint of the “Archdi-
ocese of Calcutta” on Sep-
tember 6, 2017 in rec-
ognition of her sel�less 
service towards helping 
the poor and the under-
privileged in the city.

Teresa, whose actual 
name was Agnes Gonxha 
Bojaxhiu, left her home 
in Skopje, now in the Re-
public of Macedonia, at 
the age of 18 and joined 
the Sisters of Loreto in 
Rathfarnham in Ireland. 
After this, she never met 
her family again.

N " D �#$, S ! 5 (PTI): Fol-
lowing is the list of ten legacy 
documents in List-A of claim 
form to be relied upon for in-
clusion in the NRC as per the 
report of state National Reg-
ister of Citizens (NRC) coor-
dinator Prateek Hajela giv-
en in the Supreme Court on 
Wednesday:
* Land documents like Reg-
istered Sale Deed, Records of 
land rights up to March 24, 
1971 (midnight).
* Permanent Residential Cer-
ti�icate issued from outside 
the State up to March 24, 1971 
(midnight)
* Passport issued by the Gov-
ernment of India up to March 
24, 1971 (midnight)
* Life Insurance Corporation of 
India Insurance Policy (LICI) 
of relevant period up to March 
24, 1971 (midnight)
* Any licence/certi�icate issued 
by any government authori-

ty of relevant period i.e. up to 
March 24, 1971 (midnight).
* Document showing service/
employment under Govern-
ment/Public Sector undertak-
ing up to March 24, 1971 (mid-
night)
* Bank/Post Of�ice Accounts of 
relevant period i.e. up to March 
24, 1971 (midnight).

* Birth Certi�icates issued by 
the competent authority up to 
March 24, 1971 (midnight)
* Educational certi�icate issued 
by Board/Universities up to 
March 24, 1971 (midnight)
* Records/processes per-
taining to court up to March 
24, 1971 (midnight) provid-
ed they are part of a process-

ing in a Judicial or Revenue 
Court.

The state NRC Coordinator 
report said that the following 
ten documents, subject to es-
tablishment of authenticity by 
certi�ication from the issuing 
authority concerned can be 
permitted to be relied upon by 
a claimant in support of his/

her claim for inclusion in the 
NRC.
According to the report, the 
�ive legacy documents which 
cannot be relied upon include:
* Extract of NRC, 1951
* Extract/certi�ied copy of 
Electoral Rolls up to the mid-
night of March 24, 1971 (mid-
night).
* Citizenship Certi�icate issued 
by competent authority (upto 
March 24, 1971 (midnight).
* Refugee registration certif-
icate issued up to March 24, 
1971 (midnight).
* Ration cards issued by com-
petent authority with of�icial 
seal and signature up to March 
24, 1971 (midnight).

The apex court has sought 
response of the Centre and 
other stake holders in the is-
sue on the report of state NRC 
coordinator in two weeks after 
which appropriate orders may 
will be passed.

Only ten out of 15 legacy documents can be relied 

upon for inclusion in Assam NRC: Report in SC

Mamata remembers 
Mother Teresa on her 21st

death anniversary

After 5 
days, 20 
kg magnet 
spots car 
with 5 
bodies in 
riverbed
D$�#�"%&�# (A''�%), 

S ! 5 (PTI): Five days 
after the vehicle carry-
ing �ive persons plunged 
into a river in Assam’s Si-
vasagar district, rescuers 
found it Wednesday with 
the help of a 20 kg mag-
net, of�icials said here.

Decomposed bodies 
of �ive members of a fam-
ily were also found inside 
the four wheeler which 
was recovered around 
300 metre away from the 
accident site at Dinchial 
village.

The �ive have been 
missing after their vehi-
cle plunged into the Dik-
how river after breaking 
a dyke Saturday evening.

Divers of the State 
Disaster Response Force 
(SDRF), the National Di-
saster Response Force 
(NDRF), Army and Navy 
have been searching for 
the vehicle.

The 20 kg magnet 
brought from neighbour-
ing Dibrugarh district 
got stuck to the bumper 
of the car and SDRF div-
er Pranjal Doley found a 
tyre near it, SDRF search 
team leader Jiten Doley 
told reporters.

“He then tied a rope 
to it and came up to in-
form the team members 
that the car has been 
found,” the SDRF leader 
said.

It took around two 
hours to lift the vehicle 
from the bed of the river 
to its bank and �ive de-
composed bodies were 
found inside it, he said.

The victims were 
identi�ied as Guwahati 
based businessman Ha-
ren Bora (52), his wife 
Phunu Bora (45), daugh-
ters Simpi Bora (22) and 
Munmi Bora (18), and 
mother Ponou Bora (86).

The family was trav-
eling from Sivasagar to 
Guwahati.

An eight-member 
team of Indian Navy 
deep divers were �lown 
in from Vizag to assist 
the rescue operation be-
ing carried out by �irst 
response SDRF followed 
by NDRF and a 10-mem-
ber team of Army pa-
ra-commando divers, 
district administration 
sources said.

K������, S ! 5 (PTI): A lawyer men-
tioned before the bench of Calcutta 
High Court chief justice on Wednes-
day the collapse of a portion of Majer-
hat bridge and prayed that a report be 
sought from the West Bengal govern-
ment on the condition of all bridges in 
the state.

A part of the 50-year-old bridge on 
the arterial Diamond Harbour Road in 
southern part of the metropolis caved 
in Tuesday evening, killing one person, 
trapping several people and crushing 
many vehicles.

Advocate Rabi Shankar Chatterjee 

mentioned before the court the issue of 
bridge collapse and urged the court to 
take cognisance of the issue.

He verbally prayed that the court 
directs the state government to �ile a 
report on the condition and upkeep of 
all bridges in the state.

The division bench comprising 
Chief Justice J Bhattacharya and Justice 
A Banerjee asked Chatterjee to �ile a 
formal petition before the court for its 
consideration.

Chatterjee later told newspersons 
that he will �ile a petition in this regard 
at the earliest.

Bridge collapse: Lawyer seeks 

HC intervention for report on 

condition of bridges in WB

A$*�"�, S ! 5 (PTI): 

Major civil societies and 
political parties Wednes-
day took out rally in 
Mizoram’s Mamit district 
demanding the removal 
of district deputy com-
missioner for conducting 
revision of voters list in 
the six Bru relief camps 
in Tripura.

The rally organised by 
the Mizoram NGO Coordi-
nation Committee and all 
political parties demand-
ed that deputy commis-
sioner Bhupesh Choud-
hary be transferred from 
Mamit district before 
September 10.

NGO Coordination 

Committee, comprising 
major civil societies, had 
earlier objected to the re-
vision of Mizoram’s vot-
ers list in the relief camps 
outside the state and de-
manded that the revision 
be undertaken after the 
completion of the repa-
triation process, sched-
uled to be held from Au-
gust 25 to September 25.

A Special 
Investigating Team 
(SIT) has been set up to 
investigate the burglary 
at the Mamit Election 
Of�icer’s Of�ice on August 
23 in which all the duly 
�illed claim and objection 
forms collected from 

the Bru relief camps 
were stolen. The SIT 
had arrested 11 people 
in connection with the 
burglary.

Election Commission 
of India’s Secretary SB 
Joshi and under secretary 
Santosh Kumar Dubey had 
visited Mamit town on 
Saturday to enquire into 
the theft of claims and ob-
jection forms from the of-
�ice of the election of�icer.

The poll panel team 
had also met the district 
deputy commissioner, SP 
and members of the SIT 
on the actions taken by 
the district administra-
tion and the police.

Rally demands removal of Mamit

Deputy Commissioner

G&"�#��$, S ! 5 (PTI): 

The IIT-Guwahati, and 
Aaranyak, a scienti�ic and 
industrial research organ-
isation, has signed an MoU 
to facilitate coordination in 
addressing development 
challenges of the country, 
particularly in the North-
eastern region.

The MoU was signed 
by IIT-G Director Prof Gau-
tam Biswas and Aaranyak 
Secretary General Bibhab 
Talukdar, a statement is-
sued by Aaranyak said on 
Wednesday.

The two organisations 
would also work together 
on projects such as pro-
motion of rural entrepre-
neurship, technology input 
to mitigate human-wildlife 
con�lict, and application 
of rural technology in di-
saster risk reduction, the 
statement said.

Speci�ic joint efforts 
may also include areas of 
handlooms (silk and eri), 
Agriculture and allied sec-
tors especially on turmer-
ic, ginger, chillies and ba-
nana, it said.

IIT-Guwahati sign MoU 
with Aaranyak to address 
development challenges

A+�-����, S ! 5 (PTI): Banned mili-
tant out�it National Liberation Front of 
Tripura (NLFT) has sent extortion notic-
es to three village committee chairman 
in Dhalai district, police said Wednesday.

Extortion notices were sent to the 
chairmen of Purba Potacherra, Raima 
and Boalkhali villages in Dhalai dis-
trict Tuesday, Of�icer-in-charge of Rai-
syabari police station, Soleman Reang 
told reporters.

Assistant Inspector General (Law 
and Order), Smriti Ranjan Das said po-
lice has received complaints from vil-
lagers and investigation is on.

“We would alert BSF because those 

villages are near the Chittagong Hill 
Tract of Bangladesh and we are also 
keeping a close vigil on the situation 
and patrolling by state police force was 
intensi�ied in the area,” Das told PTI.

The AIG said a small splinter group 
of NLFT still has makeshift camps in-
side the Chittagong Hill Tract.

“We are cautious, but do not consider 
the incident as very serious. When poor 
tribal shifting cultivators go to collect 
forest produces, the ultras hand over 
some extortion notices and direct them 
to drop the notices near government of-
�ices or near some ones house. The cul-
tivators are forced to do that,” Das said.

NLFT extortion notices in
3 Tripura villages
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YOSHITA SINGH

U����� N ��!�", S�# 5 (PTI): In-
suf�icient physical activity is nega-
tively impacting more than 1.4 bil-
lion adults globally, putting them 
at the heightened risk of deadly 
diseases, the WHO has warned in 
a new study published Wednesday.

There has been no improve-
ment in global levels of physical 
activity since 2001 and some one-
in-three women and one-in-four 
men globally are not active enough 
to stay healthy, according to the 
�indings by the United Nations 
health agency.

The study, published in the 
Lancet Global Health journal, high-
lights the well-established bene�its 
of being physically active, including 
a lower risk of cardiovascular dis-
ease, hypertension and diabetes, as 
well as breast and colon cancer.

Additionally, physical activi-
ty has positive effects on mental 
health, can delay the onset of de-
mentia and help people maintain a 
healthy weight.

“Unlike other major global 
health risks, levels of insuf�icient 

physical activity are not falling 
worldwide, on average, and over a 
quarter of all adults are not reach-
ing the recommended levels of 
physical activity for good health,” 
the study’s lead author Regina 
Guthold of the World Health Orga-

nization (WHO) said.
The study details the levels of 

insuf�icient physical activity in 
different countries and estimates 
global and regional trends.

Moreover, levels of insuf�icient 
physical activity are more than 

twice as great in high-income 
countries as compared to that of 
low-income nations, with a �ive 
per cent increase in higher income 
countries between 2001 and 2016.

There has been little progress 
in improving physical activity lev-

els during that 15-year period, 
with data projecting that if these 
trends continue, the 2025 global 
activity target of a 10 per cent rela-
tive reduction in insuf�icient phys-
ical activity, will not be met.

Other main �indings showed 
that by the end of 2016, in 55 of 
168 countries, more than one-
third of the population was insuf�i-
ciently physically active, more than 
half of all adults in Kuwait, Ameri-
can Samoa, Saudi Arabia and Iraq 
were insuf�iciently active, while 
inadequate levels elsewhere of 40 
per cent appeared in the US, 36 per 
cent in the UK and 14 per cent in 
China.

The greatest levels of insuf�i-
cient activity comparing women 
and men appeared in South Asia 
(43 versus 24 per cent), Central 
Asia, Middle East and north Af-
rica (40 versus 26 per cent), and 
high-income Western countries 
(42 versus 31 per cent).

It also found that around one-
in-three women and one-in-four 
men worldwide did not reach the 
recommended 150 minutes of 

moderate intensity, or 75 minutes 
of vigorous-intensity physical ac-
tivity per week.

Across regions, many individ-
ual countries recorded large dif-
ferences in insuf�icient activity be-
tween women and men, such as 40 
versus 16 per cent in Bangladesh, 
31 versus 14 per cent in Eritrea, 
44 versus 25 per cent in India, 48 
versus 32 per cent in the US and 40 
versus 32 per cent in the UK.

“Addressing these inequalities 
in physical activity levels between 
men and women will be critical to 
achieving global activity targets 
and will require interventions to 
promote and improve women’s ac-
cess to opportunities that are safe, 
affordable and culturally accept-
able,” said WHO co-author Fiona 
Bull.

The study is based on self-re-
ported activity levels including 
at work, home and in transit, as 
well as during leisure time for 
those aged 18 and above, from 358 
population-based surveys in 168 
countries, consisting of around 1.9 
million people.

Health of over 1.4 bn adults at risk due to inactivity: WHO

PHILEM DIPAK SINGH

N�$ D�%&�, S�# 5 (PTI): It was 
quite a moment at the Asian Games 
when Indian gold-medallist Neeraj 
Chopra stood �lanked by a Chinese 
and a Pakistani on the podium but 
ask the star javelin thrower about 
it and he says it didn’t even strike 
him as he was consumed by the na-
tional anthem.

Chopra broke the national 
record with a throw of 88.06m, 
while China’s Liu Qizhen (82.22m) 
and bronze to Pakistan’s Arshad 
Nadeem (80.75m) were distant 
second and third respectively in 
Jakarta.

At the medal ceremony, it made 
for a moment given the often vola-
tile diplomatic dynamics between 
the three countries.

The picture of Chopra shaking 
hands with Nadeem on the podi-
um went viral on social media with 
tennis star Sania Mirza tweeting 
that it showed why sports is the 
“best education you can provide 
your child with.”

“Teaches you sportsmanship, 
equality, respect and most impor-
tantly humanity! If only some peo-

ple can learn this from our cham-

pion athletes too,” she said.

Chopra said during the cere-

mony, he was only focussed on the 

national anthem.

“I did not realise (at that mo-

ment) that I was standing with 

them. Seeing the tri-colour and 

with the rendering of the national 

anthem, I was becoming emotional, 

remembering the struggle and hard 

work I have done to reach to this 

stage,” Chopra told PTI from Czech 

Republic, where he is training.

The 20-year-old became the 

�irst Indian to win a javelin throw 

gold in the Asian Games, adding 

another feather to his cap after the 

top �inish at the Gold Coast Com-

monwealth Games in a phenome-

nal season.

He, however, hastened to add 

that sports should unite people 

rather than generating “hatred”.

“Sports always teaches us to 

unite people, to be good towards 

your competitors. Sports is not 

meant to show hatred to others,” 

he said.

Nadeem had later claimed that 

Chopra was not particularly forth-

coming when he tried to reach out 

to him through whatsapp messages.

Asked about this, Chopra said, 

“I am not aware of any face to face 

approach from him (Nadeem). If 

somebody tries to speak or wants 

to ask something behind my back, 

I would not know. If he had sent 

some messages on my phone, I 

would not know. I don’t see so 

many messages.”

The 88.06m throw in Jakarta 

has taken him closer to his aim 

of going beyond the magical 90m 

mark but Chopra said the gold 

medal is as signi�icant as the one 

he fetched in the Gold Coast CWG.

“I cannot choose between the 

two, both are signi�icant and I am 

happy about that. The CWG effort 

was also a national record of that 

time, it was more than my junior 

world record throw for the �irst 

time and also the �irst gold of a ma-

jor multi-sporting event.

“In Jakarta, it was a bigger throw 

of over 88m and I am really happy 

to have done that distance. But I will 

not choose one over the other.”

In the prestigious Diamond 

League Final in Zurich where he 

competed three days after the 

Asian Games campaign, Chopra 

missed the bronze by a whisker as 

reigning Olympic champion Thom-

as Roehler of Germany pipped him 

by a mere three centimeters with 

his �inal throw.

“I was about to win the bronze 

as I was third till the �inal round 

but Roehler pushed me down to 

fourth with his last throw. He is an 

Olympic champion and a big shot 

in javelin world,” said Chopra who 

had a best throw of 85.73m.

“It’s all right, I will work hard-

er and try to win next time. I was 

competing with the best in the 

world and I am satis�ied with that 

fourth-place �inish.

“I am happy that I have been 

consistent the whole season, 

throwing over 85m in almost all 

events. I will now work harder to 

improve my performance,” said 

Chopra, who will wind up his in-

ternational season after taking 

part in the IAAF Continental Cup at 

Ostrava in Czech Republic on Sep-

tember 8 and 9.

He will compete along with six 

other Indians, as part of Asia-Pa-

ci�ic team. Europe, Americas and 

Africa are the other teams.

Didn’t realise was fl anked by Chinese and Pakistani

athletes on victory podium: Neeraj Chopra

AMIT KUMAR DAS

N�$ D�%&�, S�# 5 (PTI): 

Brimming with con�i-

dence after winning a sil-

ver at the Asian Games, 

India’s 400m hurdler 

Dharun Ayyasamy has 

set his eyes on winning a 

medal at the Asian Cham-

pionships next year.

“My next immediate 

target is to win a medal 

at Asian championship. 

I don’t know what med-

al it would be but I’m 

con�ident of returning 

with a medal. Also there 

is World Championship 

(also in Qatar) and I want 

to do well in that also,” 

said Dharun who had 

clocked 48.96 seconds in 

Jakarta.

“I am targeting 48.50 

next year. If I can do that 

and keep improving and 

produce 48.2 or 48.1 in 

2020 Olympics, it will be 

good enough to get into 

the �inal. In track and 

�ield, getting into the �i-

nal is a big achievement. 

So that is the target now,” 

said the 21-year-old, who 

hails from a village called 

Ravuthampalayam in 

Tiruppur district in Tam-

il Nadu.

Dharun lost his father 

to tuberculosis when he 

was eight years old. He 

was in class IV then. It 

was his mother, a school 

teacher, who supported 

him and his sister, once a 

budding volleyball play-

er, with a meagre salary 

of Rs 14,000.

“I don’t know where 

I would have been if it 

was not for my mother. 

She always gave me the 

freedom to follow my 

dreams. I am trying for 

a job. Now I have a few 

offers from Army, Navy 

and Railways but nothing 

is con�irmed yet,” said 

Dharun, a TY Human Re-

sources student at Alva’s 

College of Arts at Mood-

abidri in Karnataka.

Talking about his 

Asian Games silver, Dha-

run said: “After quali�i-

cation round I felt con�i-

dent. I was in second po-

sition. Before the �inal, I 

was targeting the bronze. 

I knew beating the Qatar 

runner will be dif�icult 

and also there was a Jap-

anese who would run 

below 49 sec, but during 

the race I had a lot of en-

ergy and I managed to 

get silver.”

Dharun, who repre-

sented his state in kho-

kho before switching to 

athletics, burst onto the 

national scene when he 

won the 400m hurdles 

gold at the 2016 South 

Asian Games in Guwa-

hati with a time of 50.54 

seconds. He was a part of 

the Rio Olympics 4x400 

relay team.

His journey to Asian 

Games silver has been a 

tough one.

“After the Olympics, 

I was injured for a year. 

It was a shin bone inju-

ry and then six months I 

had to go through reha-

bilitation. It was dif�icult 

to make a comeback,” 

said Dharun.

Ahead of the Asian 

Games in May, Dharun 

was in Poland for a �ive-

week training exposure 

tour but he injured him-

self there.

“After reaching Po-

land, I had a hamstring 

injury after a week. I 

took rest for 10 days but 

there was still pain when 

I stated training. So I told 

my coach that I need to 

take 20 days rest and ran 

straight in competition,” 

said Dharun, who creat-

ed a new meet record at 

the National Inter-State 

Athletics Championship 

in June in Guwahati.

Dharun eyes medal at Asian Championships

P'��, S�# 5 (PTI): Cana-

dian striker Iain Hume, 

who has been signed by 

Indian Super League club 

FC Pune City, believes 

that the side has a right 

mix of experienced and 

young players.

Hume, who is the 

highest goal scorer in 

the history of Indian Su-

per League, has plied his 

trade in ISL with Kera-

la Blasters FC and ATK, 

scoring 28 goals in four 

seasons.

Besides, he has ap-

peared in 59 ISL games, 

which is thee highest for 

any ISL player.

“We (FC Pune City) 

have a right mix of expe-

rience and youth in the 

side and realistically we 

should look for a spot in 

playoffs and from there 

look at going into the 

�inals,” Hume was quot-

ed as saying in a media 

statement issued here.

Last season, FC Pune 

City had bowed out in the 

semi-�inals, when they 

were beaten by Bengal-

uru FC.

Hume feels that his 

addition along with other 

signings should in�luence 

the side in going that one 

step ahead (beyond the 

semi-�inal spot).

“Adding myself and 

couple of others, we are 

hoping that we can in�lu-

ence a little bit and who 

knows maybe go a step 

further than semi�inals 

or maybe more,” added 

Hume.

Pune boasts of play-

ers like Emiliano Alfaro 

and Marcelinho and have 

added Hume into their 

squad.

“To be honest, two 

(Alfaro and Marcelinho) 

of them for the last two 

years and myself for four 

years, we score goals, we 

work hard for the team. 

So I think everyone will 

expect us to keeping 

scoring goals and win the 

league but that isn’t go-

ing to be easy.

“It’s going to be a 

lot more competitive 

league this year. We are 

just going to continue 

doing what we have for 

our teams and maybe do 

something for the team 

that we haven’t in the 

past,” Hume signed off.

FC Pune City has right mix of
experience and youth: Hume

N�$ Y!*+, 

S�# 5 (AFP): 

Weather was a 

hot topic at the 

US Open again 

as players again 

battled high 

heat and hu-

midity as well 

as each other in 

a bid for semi-�i-

nal berths.

A day after 

Roger Feder-

er’s hopes of 

a sixth title 

melted away in a shock 

loss to 55th-ranked John 

Millman, the US Open’s 

extreme heat policy was 

again in effect, allowing 

a 10-minute break in 

both men’s and wom-

en’s matches that went 

beyond straight sets on 

Tuesday.

“I had a shower, lay 

on the table and I didn’t 

want to come back again,” 

third-seeded Argentine 

Juan Martin del Potro said 

of how he spent the break 

in his 6-7 (5/7), 6-3, 7-6 

(7/4), 6-2 victory over 

American John Isner.

“It was too hot to 

play tennis,” Del Potro 

quipped.

But the combination of 

heat, humidity and blaz-

ing sunshine was no joke. 

Junior matches were sus-

pended for several hours 

when the wet bulb globe 

temperature measure-

ment -- which assesses the 

effects of heat, humidity, 

sunlight and wind, exceed-

ed 32.2 C -- a level that 

poses risk of heat stress.

Federer, who has 

won 20 Grand Slam ti-

tles in an array of con-

ditions, said he felt he 

“couldn’t get air” in the 

during his Monday night 

match against Millman.

“It’s one of the �irst 

times it’s happened to 

me ... (you) just keep on 

sweating more and more 

and more and more as 

the match goes on.”

Federer said he 

thought such conditions 

had become more prob-

lematic on Ashe since 

the addition of the re-

tractable roof led to di-

minished air�low in the 

23,000-seat stadium.

US Open contenders

feeling the heat
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T����, S�� 5 (AFP): A major 
airport that was cut off when 
a huge typhoon smashed 
through its sole access 
road was being evacuated 
Wednesday, as Japan grap-
pled with devastation caused 
by its most powerful storm in 
a quarter of a century.

Boats were ferrying 
stranded passengers from 
Kansai International Airport 
-- one of the country’s busi-
est -- after thousands of peo-
ple were forced to spend the 
night in the partially �looded 
facility.

At least ten people were 
killed, and hundreds more 
injured by Typhoon Jebi as 
it raked through the major 
manufacturing area around 
Osaka -- Japan’s second city -- 
wrecking infrastructure and 
destroying homes.

Winds up to 216 kilome-
tres per hour ripped off roofs, 
overturned trucks on bridges 
and swept a 2,500-ton tanker 
into a bridge leading to the 
airport, the region’s main 
international gateway and a 
national transport hub.

The damage to the bridge 
left the arti�icial island cut 

off, stranding 3,000 travel-
lers and additional staff over-
night.

Runways were �looded as 
high waves washed into the 
facility on Tuesday, knocking 
out electricity and inundat-
ing buildings.

By Wednesday lunch-
time several hundred people 
had been ferried to Kobe on 
a specially chartered boat, 
but more than two thousand 
were still awaiting rescue.

There was no indication 
yet when the airport, which 

runs over 400 �lights a day, 
might reopen.

“We had a blackout so 
there was no air condition-
ing. It was hot,” a woman told 
public broadcaster NHK after 
being ferried to Kobe.

“I’d never expected this 

amount of damage from a ty-
phoon.” Government spokes-
man Yoshihide Suga said the 
death toll in the storm stood 
at 10, with 300 people injured.

Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe, tweeting on his of�icial 
account, said the govern-

ment was working to get the 
airport back online.

“We will do our best to 
get the airport functioning 
again,” he said.

He said 2.4 million house-
holds had lost power in the 
storm, with service restored 
to only half by Wednesday 
morning.

“We continue to make 
utmost efforts to respond to 
disaster damage and restore 
infrastructure,” he added.

More than 1.2 million 
people had been advised to 
leave their homes as Jebi ap-
proached the Kansai area -- 
Japan’s industrial heartland. 
Around 16,000 people spent 
the night in shelters, local 
media said.

Japan is regularly hit by 
powerful typhoons in the 
summer and autumn, many 
of which cause �looding and 
landslides in rural areas.

Jebi appears to have 
caused damage to the re-
gion’s infrastructure on an 
unusual scale.

In the tourist magnet of 
Kyoto -- home to ancient tem-
ples and shrines -- it brought 
down part of the ceiling of the 

main railway station, while in 
nearby Osaka, the high winds 
peeled scaffolding from a 
multi-story building.

Footage on NHK showed 
a 100-metre tall ferris wheel 
in Osaka spinning furiously 
in the strong wind despite 
being switched off.

“I’ve never seen such a 
thing,” a 19-year-old man at 
the scene told NHK.

Businesses, factories and 
schools in the affected area 
shut down while the storm 
barrelled across the country, 
forcing the cancellation of 
hundreds of �lights, ferry ser-
vices and some bullet trains.

Despite its strength, the 
storm was far from the dead-
liest Japan has seen in recent 
years.

In 2011, Typhoon Talas 
killed at least 82 people in 
the area, while in 2013, a 
storm that hit south of Tokyo 
left 40 people dead.

Earlier this year torren-
tial rains lashed the west of 
the country, sparking �lood-
ing that killed more than 200 
people as it laid waste to vil-
lages and caused hillsides to 
collapse.

Japan evacuates major airport after typhoon wreaks havoc

SAJJAD HUSSAIN

I !"#"$"%, S�� 5 (PTI): 

US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo and Foreign Minister 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi on 
Wednesday discussed “bilat-
eral, regional and internation-
al issues” during their crucial 
talks, in a bid to reset the 
strained bilateral ties on basis 
of “mutual trust and respect”.

This is the US’ �irst 
high-level dialogue with Pa-
kistan since the new gov-
ernment of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan assumed of�ice 
after the July 25 elections and 
comes days after the Trump 
administration cancelled 
USD 300 million in military 
aid to Islamabad.

Pompeo, accompanied by 
US Joint Chief of Staff Chair-
man General Joseph Dunford, 
reached the Foreign Of�ice to 
meet with Qureshi.

Qureshi and Pompeo dis-
cussed “bilateral, regional 
and international issues” in 
the meeting that lasted for 
about 40 minutes, Foreign 
Of�ice spokesperson Moham-
mad Faisal said.

“FM Qureshi underscores 
the need to reset bilateral 
ties on basis of mutual trust 
and respect. Safeguarding 
Pakistan’s national interests 
will remain supreme priori-

ty,” Faisal tweeted.
Pompeo is also expected 

to meet Chief of the Army 
Staff General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa and Prime Minister 
Khan.

He is expected to press 
Pakistan to target all terror 
groups on its soil and play a 
positive role in war-torn Af-
ghanistan when he meets the 
country’s new leadership in a 
bid to reset the strained bilat-
eral ties.

The Trump administra-
tion has cancelled USD 300 
million in military aid to Pa-
kistan as it was not doing 

enough against terror groups 
active on its soil, the latest 
controversy to hit Islam-
abad’s troubled relationship 
with Washington.

Pompeo landed at the 
Nur Khan Airbase in Islam-
abad this afternoon and went 
straight to the US embassy.

Earlier, sources had said 
that the situation in Afghan-
istan, talks with the Taliban, 
action against the Haqqani 
Network and other militant 
groups, issue of suspension 
of US aid and other bilateral 
and regional issues will be 
discussed.

The relation between 
the two “allies” are passing 
through a dif�icult period as 
the US is upset over what it 
calls lack of cooperation from 
Islamabad in eliminating mil-
itancy in Afghanistan.

The two sides publicly 
differed over what was dis-
cussed between Pompeo and 
Khan during a telephonic 
conversation.

Later, the US topped it 
by cancelling USD 300 mil-
lion aid which Pakistan said 
was the money it already 
spent in the war on terror 
and Washington was bound 

to reimburse it as part of un-
derstanding between the two 
sides.

Talking to reporters trav-
elling with him hours before 
landing in Pakistan, the Sec-
retary of State said: “The ra-
tionale for them (Pakistan) 
not getting the money is very 
clear. It’s that we haven’t seen 
the progress that we need to 
see from them”.

He defended the Trump 
administration’s decision to 
cut USD 300 million aid to Pa-
kistan, saying Islamabad did 
not make satisfactory prog-
ress in combatting terrorism.

“The very reason for this 
trip is to try and articulate 
what it is our expectation is, 
the things that they can do, 
the things that they expect 
us to do, and see if we can’t 
�ind a path forward together,” 
Pompeo said.

However, Pompeo said 
that this was not news for Pa-
kistan.

“Look, this wasn’t news 
to the Pakistanis. It made a 
lot of headlines over the last 
few days because of the for-
mality... but they were told 
this past summer that they 
weren’t likely to get that 
money.

“There are real expecta-
tions. We need Pakistan to se-
riously engage to help us get 
to the reconciliation we need 
in Afghanistan... They have 
important interests, security 
interests in Afghanistan to 
make sure they get the issues 
at their border right, and we 
need their help,” he said.

Pompeo said he wanted 
to get there at the beginning 
of Khan’s tenure in an effort 
to “reset the relationship” be-
tween the two countries.

“We have worked closely 
with the Pakistanis in my role 
as the CIA director. Our teams 
have been working togeth-
er for a long time. There are 

lots of challenges between 
our two nations for sure, but 
we’re hopeful that with the 
new leadership that we can 
�ind common ground and be-
gin to work on some of our 
shared problems together. 
They have expressed good-
faith intention to do so,” the 
Secretary of State said.

Qureshi, in one of his me-
dia talks, said that what the 
US was showing was just one 
side of the picture.

“We will show (them) the 
other side,” he said.

Local media reports said a 
tough interaction is expected 
between the two sides as US 
want decisive action against 
militants, while Prime Min-
ister Khan promised in his 
victory speech in July that he 
was against one-sided rela-
tionship with the US.

The Express Tribune re-
ported the “visit is expected 
to be tense” because “at the 
heart of the controversy is 
the longstanding US demand, 
seeking decisive action 
against the Afghan Taliban 
and the Haqqani network 
from Pakistan”.

Dawn reported that “a se-
nior Pakistani diplomat con-
ceded that it would be a mis-
take to think that Mr Pompeo 
is coming on a goodwill visit”.

Pompeo, Qureshi discuss ‘bilateral, regional

and international issues’: FO

I !"#"$"%, S�� 5 (PTI): 

Pakistan on Wednesday 
summoned India’s Depu-
ty High Commissioner to 
protest the “unprovoked 
cease�ire violations” 
across the Line of Control 
by the Indian forces that 
resulted in the death of a 
Pakistani villager.

Director General 
(South Asia and SAARC) 
Mohammad Faisal, who 
is also the foreign min-
istry spokesman, sum-
moned the Indian dip-
lomat and “condemned 
the unprovoked cease�ire 
violations by the Indian 
forces along the Line of 
Control on September 4,” 
the Foreign Of�ice (FO) 
said in a statement.

The �iring in the Kot-
kotera Sector along the 
LoC resulted in the death 
of the civilian on Tues-

day, it said.
The FO alleged that 

the Indian forces have 
carried out more than 
2,000 cease�ire viola-
tions along the Line of 
Control and the Working 
Boundary, resulting in 
the death of 32 innocent 
civilians, while injuring 
122 others.

“This unprecedented 
escalation in cease�ire vi-
olations by India is con-
tinuing from year 2017 
when the Indian forces 
committed 1970 cease-
�ire violations,” it alleged.

“The deliberate tar-
geting of civilian pop-
ulation areas is indeed 
deplorable and contrary 
to human dignity and in-
ternational human rights 
and humanitarian laws. 
The cease�ire violations 
by India are a threat to 

regional peace and se-
curity and may lead to a 
strategic miscalculation,” 
the statement said.

Faisal urged the In-
dian side to respect the 
2003 Cease�ire arrange-
ment; investigate this and 
other incidents of cease-
�ire violations; respect 
the cease�ire and main-
tain peace on the LoC.

He also urged the In-
dian side to allow the UN 
Military Observer Group 
in India and Pakistan 
(UNMOGIP) to play its 
mandated role as per the 
UN Security Council res-
olutions.

India maintains that 
UNMOGIP has outlived 
its utility and is irrel-
evant after the Simla 
Agreement and the con-
sequent establishment of 
the LoC.

Pakistan summons Indian
envoy over ‘cease�ire 

violations’ S��&!, S�� 5 (AFP): A high-lev-
el South Korean delegation met 
with Kim Jong Un in Pyongyang 
on Wednesday, as Seoul plans a 
new summit with the North Ko-
rean leader to break a deadlock 
in denuclearisation talks.

The South’s President Moon 
Jae-in’s special envoy Chung 
Eui-yong, who is leading the 
�ive-member delegation, earlier 
said he would discuss ways to 
“completely denuclearise” the 
Korean peninsula and establish 
“lasting peace”.

His delegation “met with 
Chairman Kim Jong Un and de-
livered a personal letter (from 
Moon) and exchanged opinions”, 
a presidential of�ice spokesman 
in Seoul said. The spokesman 
added that of�icials would �ly 
back to Seoul later tonight after 
a dinner banquet but did not 
provide further details.

US President Donald Trump 
and North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un reached a vague agree-
ment at a landmark summit in 

June to work towards the denu-
clearisation of the Korean pen-
insula, but there has been little 
movement since.

Talks reached an impasse 
last month when Trump abrupt-
ly cancelled Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo’s trip to North Ko-
rea, citing a lack of progress.

The stated aim of the South 
Korean delegation’s day-long 
visit to Pyongyang is to �inalise 

details of a third summit be-
tween the leaders of the two 
Koreas, due later this month. 
But observers said that Moon’s 
personal letter to Kim will likely 
be a proposal aimed at breaking 
the denuclearisation impasse.

The envoy was likely to 
suggest “that Kim gives a �irm 
commitment to presenting a 
list of nuclear weapons and �is-
sile materials demanded by the 

US in return for a declaration 
of the end of the Korean War,” 
Yang Moo-jin of the University of 
North Korean Studies told AFP.

Despite the deadlock with 
the North, Trump expressed 
his hopes for the success of the 
next inter-Korean summit in a 
phone conversation with Moon 
on Tuesday.

Pyongyang has slammed 
Washington’s “gangster-like” 
demands for complete, veri�i-
able and irreversible disarma-
ment, and accused it of failing to 
reciprocate the North’s “good-
will measures”, including the 
handover of the remains of US 
troops killed in the 1950-53 Ko-
rean War.

When Kim and Moon met in 
April for their �irst summit, they 
agreed to push for a declaration 
from Washington of an end to 
the Korean War, to replace the 
1953 armistice. But US of�icials 
say the North must be rid of its 
nuclear weapons before that can 
happen.

South Korean envoy meets Kim in Pyongyang

amid nuclear deadlock
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EtCETERA

HOOKED: The happy couple, Nick Jonas & 

Priyanka Chopra, seen holding hands in Soho, 

New York City.
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ARIES: Be careful of letting a sour 

mood ruin your day, Aries. You may 

not feel particularly cheerful. This is 

liable to have a dramatic eff ect on ev-

eryone else. Be aware of the fact that 

your mood may not be an accurate re-

fl ection of reality, even though for the 

most part your world is centered on 

your moods and the dramatic swings 

they go through within one day.  

TAURUS: Relationships may be a bit 

diffi  cult, Taurus, so don’t force pleas-

antry if it doesn’t come naturally. Your 

motto today should be, “If you don’t 

have anything nice to say, don’t say 

anything at all.” Perhaps this leaves 

you tongue-tied, but that’s fi ne. If you 

need to spend the day alone, so be it. 

Don’t be social if you don’t feel like it.  

GEMINI: You may put other people’s 

needs before yours, Gemini. There’s 

an important balance between being 

selfi sh and being selfl ess. Don’t sacri-

fi ce yourself to be a servant to others. 

It’s important that you not think only 

of yourself without considering how 

your actions will aff ect others. You 

may swing toward the former today. 

This will only lead to resentment and 

deplete your emotional and physical 

resources.

CANCER: Be disciplined. Maintain 

your boundaries in order to keep from 

getting swept into other people’s soap 

operas, Cancer. It may be fun to escape 

your problems by jumping into some-

one else’s life, but soon you’ll fi nd the 

extra weight is not only taxing but also 

won’t solve your problems. You may 

need to say no to others, but that’s fi ne. 

It’s vital that you consider your needs.  

LEO: Don’t go overboard, Leo. You 

may get so carried away in the early 

part of the day that by evening you 

notice you’ve gone beyond your own 

boundaries. Regret may sink in, and 

you may feel guilty about things you 

said or did. Prevent this by thinking 

things through before speaking or act-

ing. You have the power to impact peo-

ple on a deep emotional level. Use this 

power wisely.                     

VIRGO: People may be trying to sub-

tly communicate to you, but you may 

not be aware of this because you’re 

so caught up in your own diffi  culties, 

Virgo. You may feel like you’re driving 

with the emergency brake on. You’re 

so preoccupied with running smoothly 

that you’re unaware of other cars on 

the road. Stop, release the brake, and 

drive.  

LIBRA: You may feel like you aren’t 

getting the attention you need or de-

serve, Libra. Because of this, you may 

resent the people you feel you should 

be getting it from. This attitude is like-

ly to make people less likely to come to 

your rescue. Who wants to be around 

someone so needy and unhappy? Fo-

cus on yourself and your own healing 

before you take your issues to others.  

SCORPIO: Try not to push away the 

very people who are there to help you, 

Scorpio. Dumping your problems on 

others may be the thing that does just 

that. Recognize your uncomfortable 

feelings, but don’t burden others with 

them. Your happiness is your respon-

sibility. You’ll feel much better about 

yourself if you take care of your own 

discomfort. Then you’ll attract the peo-

ple you love.  

SAGITTARIUS: Your adaptive pow-

ers are useful in that they give you a 

high tolerance for uncomfortable situ-

ations, Sagittarius. At times, however, 

this trait may not serve you very eff ec-

tively. You may end up staying in a dif-

fi cult relationship or unsatisfying job 

because you fear something new. Life 

is short. If you want to improve your 

situation, take responsibility for it. Be 

proactive.  

CAPRICORN: You may feel lonely 

and isolated, like there’s no one you 

can talk to, Capricorn. Your interac-

tions may seem like giving a speech 

instead of having a discussion. Perhaps 

you feel like you’re talking to yourself 

most of the time and no one is really 

listening. There’s nothing wrong with 

you or the person you’re talking to. It’s 

just a phase. Don’t get hung up on it.  

AQUARIUS: Don’t fall into the self-

pity trap, Aquarius. You may have a 

tendency to mope around until some-

one notices and asks what’s wrong. 

If no one does, you might get angry 

and pretty soon feel like you have no 

friends. Your mood could worsen, and 

you might snap when someone asks 

you a reasonable question. Be careful 

of sliding down this slippery slope.  

PISCES: You’re at an emotionally cli-

mactic time, Pisces. You may feel like 

someone is putting a damper on your 

feelings. Perhaps you’re scared or shy. 

Perhaps you don’t feel you can express 

yourself the way you want to. If so, 

consider why. Do other people make 

you feel this way or are you uncom-

fortable with your own feelings? The 

issue may have more to do with your 

inner turmoil than with others.

Selena Gomez is careful with 
her words—and for good 

reason.
In ELLE’s October issue, 

Gomez reveals she recently 
moved to Orange County to 
escape the ever-present pa-
parazzi. “It’s been such a re-
lease. L.A.’s just gotten really 
claustrophobic for me,” she 
tells the magazine. “I can’t do 
any of the things I do here in 
L.A. It’s just impossible.”

Wherever Gomez goes in 
L.A., the paparazzi are sure to 
follow. For example, after Demi 
Lovato suffered an apparent 
overdose in July, Gomez ap-
peared upset in candid photos 
days later. “All I’m saying is, I 
reached out personally. I didn’t 
do a public thing. I didn’t want 
to. I…I love her,” she says, con-
!irming E! News’ report. “I’ve 
known her since I was 7. So…

it’s…that’s what I’ll say.”
Considering the public 

scrutiny she’s faced, it’s un-
derstandable why Gomez 
would feel protective over 
Lovato and not one to discuss 
her one-time BFF’s struggles 
with the press. And now that 
she’s away from the hustle 
and bustle of Hollywood, Go-
mez feels like she can !inally 
breathe. “Right now, I feel very 
sure of where I am. I don’t feel 
erratic or emotionally unsta-
ble. Or like I can’t handle my 
emotions, like I used to. It’s 
kind of understanding myself 
a little more. By all means, I 
don’t have myself !igured out,” 
the former child star explains. 
“But it feels good.”

Calling it both “peaceful” 
and “weird,” the singer says, 
“The moment I turned 26, I felt 
26.”

Selena Gomez Breaks Her Silence on Demi Lovato’s Overdose

JUSTIN RAO

M�����, S ! 5 (PTI): Manoj 
Bajpayee’s journey has been 
!illed with equal parts fail-
ure and acclaim but the ac-
tor says it is his stubborn-
ness that has kept him going 
through times which would 
have forced many to quit.

Bajpayee was launched 
into stardom in 1998 with 
Ram Gopal Verma’s “Satya” 
after years of featuring in mi-
nor roles.

“It has been a roll-
er-coaster ride. It has tested 
me on several levels. Most of 
the actors in my place would 
have run away, would have 
chosen a different path. But I 
am obstinate,” Bajpayee told 
PTI.

“I don’t bow down to sit-
uations so easily. I am very 
convinced about what I want 
to do. Whether I achieve it or 
not, I believe in trying till the 
end. Sometimes it pays off, 
sometimes it doesn’t. That’s 
the gamble you take.”

The journey from “Satya” 
to “Gali Gulliyan”- his upcom-
ing release - was dif!icult but 
taught him the meaning of 
success in the industry.

“Success to me means 
the freedom to do what one 
wants to. When you are not 
doing well, you are only lis-
tening to advice. Everybody 
is compelling you to go in 

some direction that you don’t 
want to go. With success, rec-
ognition and acclaim, people 
start following you,” he said.

Though instantly hailed 
as the poster boy of indie 
cinema in the ‘90s and early 
2000s, Bajpayee, 49, insists 
he never craved to be a star.

“I was never fascinated 
by stardom. Hundred people 
chasing you for autograph 
was never my scene. My 
scene is breaking the bar-
riers and limitations of my 
own self as an actor and !ind-
ing a new ground.

“For seven years, I lived 
on a rented !lat even after 
the success of ‘Satya’, ‘Shool’, 
‘Kaun’, ‘Zubeidaa’ and ‘Road’. 
I was not looking for money 
or stardom. I was only look-
ing for content and cinema 
where I could express my-
self,” he said.

One might assume that 
after all these years and sev-
eral National and interna-
tional awards, a certain sense 
of surety would creep into an 
artiste’s work but Bajpayee 
believes it is not possible in 
independent cinema.

“Every subject which 
comes your way, it is load-
ed with lots of demands and 
challenges that you can’t 
be sure of yourself. You can 
fall sick and have sleepless 
nights if you take it seriously. 
The amount of hard work it 
requires from an actor is next 
level.”

Something similar hap-
pened to him with his latest, 
“Gali Guleiyan”, a psycholog-
ical drama, where he plays a 
man trapped in the lanes of 
Delhi-- and in his mind.

“Getting into this char-
acter made me really sick. I 

wasn’t merely acting. When 
you are doing this kind of 
stuff, it takes so much out of 
you. But that’s the only way 
to achieve the desired re-
sponse,” Bajpayee said.

“Getting into the zone of 
a character so much that I 
forget myself is my high. It 
is quite scary but that’s the 
beauty of being an actor. 
At times it leaves you with 
bruises, the other times it 
heals you with satisfaction.”

While he continues to 
champion indie !ilms, the 
actor’s appearances in com-
mercial !ilms like “Baaghi 2” 
or “Satyameva Jayate” have 
also increased.

“Personally I don’t look 
down upon mainstream cin-
ema. I try to derive strength 
--that comes from the market 
-- from them to do the !ilms 
that I actually believe in, like 
‘Gali Guleiyan’, ‘Bhonsle’, or 
an ‘Aligarh.’

“These are the !ilms I en-
joy doing. But for that, it is 
important that a ‘Satyameva 
Jayate’ or a ‘Baaghi’ do well. 
You derive strength from one 
and pass it on to the other,” 
the actor said.

“Gali Guleiyan” is releas-
ing this Friday while “Bhon-
sle” will have its world pre-
miere at the Busan Interna-
tional Film Festival.

Most actors in my place would have

run away: Manoj Bajpayee

Asia Argento 
Will Halt 
Payments to 
Accuser Jimmy 
Bennett 

Asia Argento will not pay the remain-
ing $130,000 to her accuser Jimmy 

Bennett, according to her attorney Mark 
Jay Heller.

Heller said in his statement obtained 
by E! News, “Asia will not permit any 
portion of the balance of the $380,000 

payment to be paid to Bennett.”
In August, a New York Times article 

reported that Italian actress Argento 
agreed to pay Bennett the sum of mon-
ey after he accused her of sexual battery 
stemming from an alleged incident that 
occurred in May 2013. Bennett claims 
the two of them met in a Marina Del Rey, 
Calif. hotel room where she performed 
oral sex and then the two allegedly had 
intercourse. At the time of the allega-
tions, Bennett was 17 and Argento 37. 
The age of consent in California is 18.

In her statement “strongly” deny-
ing the allegations, Argento said that 
her late boyfriend Anthony Bourdain 
stepped in to pay Bennett the amount 
he was requesting. Before the time of 
his death in June, Bennett had already 

received $250,000 from the Parts Un-
known host.

In her initial statement, Argento 
said Bennett “requested an exorbitant 
amount of money from me.” She contin-
ued, “Bennett knew my boyfriend, An-
thony Bourdain, was a man of great per-
ceived wealth and had his own reputa-
tion as a beloved public !igure to protect.”

According to her comments, the chef 
“insisted the matter be handled pri-
vately...Anthony personally undertook 
to help Bennett economically, upon the 
condition that we would no longer suf-
fer any further intrusions in our life.”

Heller said Argento “does not intend 
to prosecute Bennett for his conduct” and 
believes that Bennett’s voice should be 
heard as a part of the #MeToo movement.

So, the rumors were true: 
Ashlee Simpson-Ross’ 

“Boyfriend” really was about 
Lindsay Lohan.

In 2005, Simpson-Ross 
released the song as the lead 
single from her sophomore al-
bum, I Am Me. At the time, she 
denied whispers that the song 
was about Lohan and Wilm-
er Valderrama. “It’s not about 
one person in particular. It’s 
just something every girl can 

relate to,” she told MTV. “It’s 
a song about [how] every girl 
out there sometimes thinks 
you stole her boyfriend. It’s just 
making fun of that.” Later, in an 
interview with Ryan Seacrest 
on Larry King Now, the sing-

er explained, “It’s very junior 
high, high school, college, and 
whatnot, the situation. And it’s 
me kind of making fun of some-
thing I went through. As far as 
saying who the song I wrote 
it about, or whatever, I’m not 
doing that with this record...” 
Seacrest noted that Simp-
son-Ross grinned every time 
she said it’s not about anyone 
in particular—which, of course, 
made her smile more.

Ashlee Simpson-Ross Con�irms “Boyfriend”

Is About Lindsay Lohan 


