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N , 27 O  [IPR]: 
An introduction of Or-
ganic Farming in 89 
Secondary, Senior Sec-
ondary and Junior High 
Schools along with ori-
entation of school heads 
and students was held 
at the conference hall of 
Kewzing Senior Second-
ary School in South Sik-
kim today.

Organized by State 
Project Office, Samagra 
Shiksha, Human Re-
source Development 
Department, the pro-
gramme had HRDD 
Minister, RB Subba, as 
chief guest and Addi-
tional Chief Secretary, 
GP Upadhayay, as guest 
of honor.

Also present were 

Director [SCERT], Robin 
Chettri, Additional Di-
rector [HRDD, South], 
Binita Thapa, Principal, 

Kewzing SSS, ML Koirala, 
alongside school heads 
from other districts, 
Panchayats, School Man-

agement Committee and 
students at large.

Addressing the gath-
ering, HRDD Minister, 

Mr Subba, spoke about 
the signiϐicance of or-
ganic farming and the 
laurels it has brought to 
the State including the 
recent prestigious Future 
Policy Gold Award that 
Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling received at 
the United Nations FAO 
headquarters in Rome.

Mr Subba stated that 
this is the second launch 
of organic farming being 
introduced in schools 
thereby making it the 
second phase of this pro-
gramme. He brought to 
light that the State Gov-
ernment has consistently 
worked towards the de-
velopment of education-
al scenario in Sikkim and 
is in the process of ϐilling 

up vacant posts at vari-
ous kinds of educational 
institutes. He also spoke 
about the imperative-
ness of the principals and 
teachers to be available 
in the schools especially 
in extreme rural areas.

Additionally, the Min-
ister also encouraged the 
students of the school 
to aim and get selected 
for the Atal Tinkering 
Lab as these labs will ac-
quaint the students with 
innovative and state-of-
the-art equipment. The 
Minister also shared the 
State Government vision 
in establishing an Organ-
ic University in Sikkim 
in near future which will 
further accelerate the 
study, implementation 

and research on organ-
ic farming. He informed 
that a conference for 
teachers will be held at 
the earliest wherein con-
crete suggestions with 
regards to the teachers 
will be looked upon.

Speaking during the 
occasion, Additional 
Chief Secretary, Mr Upad-
hayay, detailed about or-
ganic farming and urged 
the students to practice 
and learn about it.

“Since Sikkim has 
been presented with the 
tag of being the ϐirst Or-
ganic State in the coun-
try it has propelled the 
intellectuals from far 
and wide to study about 
Organic Farming of the 

Introduction of organic farming in govt 
schools begins with Kewzing prog

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 27 O :

Army [Red] has se-
cured its berth in 

the semi-ϐinal round of 
the ongoing 38th All In-
dia Governor’s Gold Cup 
International Football 
Tournament 2018 here 
at Paljor Stadium. In the 
ϐirst quarter-ϐinal match 
played today, Army [Red] 
has outplayed Sikkim 
Premier Division League 
2018 champion, United 
Sikkim Football Club, 
3-0 to progress to the 
semi-ϐinal round.

Army [Red] is also the 
champion of Indepen-
dence Day Football Tour-
nament for Chogyal Sir 
Tashi Namgyal Memorial 
Club 2018.

Both the teams 
played neck-to-neck 
from the start to take an 
early lead in the match 
but missed some good 

chances to score. In this 
series, Mukesh Kumar 
scored the lead for Army 
in the 23rd minute and 
soon his teammate Jain 
P doubled the lead in the 
29th minute. With anoth-
er goal from Alwin E in 
the 34th minute, Army 
ϐinished the ϐirst half 
with 3-0 lead.

In the second half, the 
referee sent Engpohang 
Subba of United Sikkim 
FC off the ϐield on a red 
card in the 54th minute 
for roughly tackling the 
opponent. The ten-mem-
ber home team played 
hard to bounce back into 
the match but could not 
breach their opponent’s 

defense.
The referee sent an-

other player of United 
Sikkim FC, Karan Rai, off 
the ϐield on a red card for 
double cautions in the 
ϐive-minute injury time 
of the match.

With the ϐinal whis-
tle of the referee, Army 
[Red] hadwon the match 

by 3-0 to enter the 
semi-ϐinal round of the 
tournament.

The second quar-
ter-ϐinal match will be 
played between George 
Telegraph, Kolkata and 
ATK, Kolkata [Reserve] 
on 28 Oct at 2 pm.

United Sikkim FC crumbles against Army 
[Red], gets 2 players sent off the ϐield

A , O  27 (PTI): 
At least 20 CPI(M) sup-
porters were injured 
when a mob attacked a 
rally taken out by the par-
ty in South Tripura dis-
trict Saturday, police said.

The CPI(M) activists 
took out a rally demand-
ing a probe into the Rafale 
deal when a mob attacked 
them, the police said.

Superintendent of Po-
lice, Jai Singh Meena said 
that a rally was organized 
by CPI(M) supporters at 
Belonia town, about 110 
km from here this morn-
ing, which came under 
attack from about 25 peo-
ple.

“The police immedi-
ately rushed to the spot 
and the attackers ϐled the 
spot...,” the SP said.

The CPI(M) alleged 
that ‘hooligans’ of ruling 
BJP attacked the rally.

“Those who attacked 
our rally were all hooli-
gans of BJP. The police 

were present when we 
were attacked,” CPI(M) 
Belonia sub-division sec-
retary, Tapas Dutta said, 
adding that a complaint 
has been at the local po-
lice station.

He claimed that 
CPI(M) South Tripura 
district secretary, Ba-
sudeb Majumder, execu-
tive member of Tripura 
Tribal Areas Autonomous 
District Council (TTAADC) 
Parikshit Murasingh were 
among the injured.

The BJP state spokes-
person Ashok Sinha de-
nied the CPI(M) allega-
tions and said the com-
munist party had a habit 
of “levelling false, baseless 
and politically motivated” 
allegations.

“This is not the culture 
of BJP to attack political 
opponents. Our party had 
nothing to do if some lo-
cal people attacked them. 
BJP cant be blamed for it,” 
Sinha said.

20 CPI(M) supporters 
injured as mob attacks 

party rally

M , O  27 (AFP): 
Riyadh on Saturday dis-
missed Ankara’s calls 
to extradite 18 Saudis 
wanted for the murder of 
critic Jamal Khashoggi, as 
Washington warned the 
crisis risked destabilis-
ing the Middle East.

“The individuals are 
Saudi nationals. They’re 
detained in Saudi Ara-
bia, and the investigation 
is in Saudi Arabia, and 
they will be prosecuted 
in Saudi Arabia,” Foreign 
Minister Adel al-Jubeir 
told a regional defence 
forum in Bahrain.

He was responding to 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan who on 
Friday renewed his call for 
the 18 men to be extradit-
ed for trial in Turkey.

Khashoggi, 59, who 
had lived in self-imposed 
exile in the United States 

since 2017, vanished af-
ter entering the consulate 
on October 2 to obtain pa-
perwork for his marriage 
to his Turkish ϐiancee.

Gruesome reports 
have alleged that he was 
murdered and his body 
dismembered by a team 
sent from Saudi Arabia to 
silence the Washington 
Post columnist, who had 
criticised Saudi’s pow-
erful Crown Prince Mo-
hammad bin Salman.

After weeks of deni-
als, Riyadh has sought to 
draw a line under the cri-
sis with an investigation.

Prince Mohammad, 
heir to the oil-rich na-
tion’s throne, publicly 
denounced the murder 
as “repulsive”, while 
the Saudi prosecutor 
acknowledged for the 
ϐirst time this week that 
based on the evidence of 

a Turkish investigation 
the killing had been “pre-
meditated”.

But US Defence Sec-
retary Jim Mattis, who 
was also addressing the 
Manama forum, warned 
that “the murder of Jamal 
Khashoggi in a diplomat-
ic facility must concern 
us all greatly”.

“Failure of any nation 
to adhere to internation-
al norms and the rule of 
law undermines regional 
stability at a time when 
it is needed most,” he 
stressed.

Saudi authorities 
have arrested 18 men 
wanted by Ankara fol-
lowing the international 
furore over Khashoggi’s 
murder, which was re-
portedly carried out in 
the consulate by a team 
which ϐlew to Istanbul.

Saudi rejects Turkey call to extradite 
Khashoggi’s killers

Shah backs 
protesting 
Ayyappa 
devotees, slams 
Left govt over 
‘crackdown’
K , O  27 (PTI): 
An “Emergency-like” sit-
uation prevails in Kerala 
with the state govern-
ment “playing with ϐire” 
in quelling with “brutal 
force” protests by Ayyap-
pa devotees over Sabari-
mala issue, BJP chief Amit 
Shah alleged Saturday, es-
calating his attack on the 
Left dispensation.

In a hard-hitting speech 
after inaugurating the BJP 
district ofϐice in politically 
sensitive Kannur, which 
has often seen clashes be-
tween BJP-RSS and CPI(M), 
Shah alleged that the com-
munist government is 
“conspiring against tem-
ples” and came out in sup-
port of Ayyappa devotees, 
who have been protesting 
against the implementa-
tion of the Supreme Court 
decision to allow entry of 
women of menstrual age 
into the shrine 

“An Emergency-like situ-
ation exists in Kerala,” Shah 
alleged and accused the 
CPI(M)-led LDF government 
of “suppressing” the Ayyap-
pa devotees’ agitation.

Listing court verdicts 
which have not been im-
plemented, including on 
‘Jallikattu’ (traditional 
bull taming sport of Tam-
il Nadu) and prohibiting 
loudspeakers in mosques, 
Shah said “impractical” 
directions should not be 
given by courts and they 
should pass orders that 
can be implemented.

“You concentrate 
on developing the state 
rather than attacking 
the Ayyappa bhakts,” the 
BJP president said and 
warned Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan that 
he would have to pay a 
“heavy price” if this con-
tinues, as BJP workers 
“would not hesitate to pull 
down the government”.

Hitting back at Shah, 
Vijayan reminded him 
that the state government 

turn to pg02
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SIKKIM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT
GANGTOK (SIKKIM)

NOTICE INVITING QUOTATION
Sealed quotaƟ on is invited from reputed fi rm/publishing house/pub-
lisher of books for bringing out compendium on the Hon’ble Mem-
bers of the 3rd Assembly of Sikkim.
Job descripƟ ons are as follows:
1. The Job requires extensive research on the life of the former 

Members of the 3rd Assembly to tbe collected from their respec-
Ɵ ve home town/ consƟ tuencies.

2. WriƟ ng and ediƟ ng.
3. Designing and prinƟ ng of 350 Nos., of Compendium.
4. Size of the book should be 9”x9” containing approximately 200 

pages.
5. Paper quality should be 170 GSM fi ne art paper 4 colour print-

ing with CTP.
6. Cover should be 250 GSL hard paper color prinƟ ng with lamina-

Ɵ on with jacket.
7. Hardboard Gel binding with sewing hard board cover.
8. Delivery within 60 days from the date of receipt of the job 

order.
9. Party must quote rates inclusive of all taxes applicable.
Terms and condiƟ ons:
a. The party submiƫ  ng the quotaƟ on must have good experience 

in the similar fi eld work.
b. The party must submit a copy of the similar type of work un-

dertaken by them.
c. The authority in the Sikkim LegislaƟ ve Assembly reserves the 

full right to accept or reject any or all quotaƟ on without assign-
ing any reason thereof and award the job to any quotaƟ oner 
found competent to do the job.

Sealed quotaƟ on should reach the offi  ce of the Under Secretary (Ad-
min) Sikkim LegislaƟ ve Assembly Secretariat, Namnamg, Gangtok on 
or before 24th November, 2018 which shall be opened on the same 
day at 3:30 P.M. by the CommiƩ ee in presence of quotaƟ oner/rep-
resentaƟ ve.

Sd/-
(Agay T. Lepcha) Under Secretary (Admn)

R.O. No. 438/ipr/pub/classi./18-19  dt. 27.10.18

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 27 O :

Intensifying its activi-
ties all over the State, 

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha conducted various 
programmes in different 
constituencies today.

An SKM press release 
informs that the SKM team 
visited Daragaon Ward 
under Gyalshing Bermiok 
constituency in West Sik-
kim today and hoisted 
SKM ϐlags in the area.

The party conducted 
CLC meeting at Namna-
ng in Gangtok to discuss 

formation of various 
Ward level committees 
and various agendas 
for strengthening par-
ty activities for Gangtok 
constituency. During 
the meet, it was decid-
ed that instead of Ward 
level committee, ar-
ea-wise committee is to 
be formed before Diwali.

The party also formed 
Block Level Committee 
for Rumbuk Block, under 
Daramdin constituency, 
West Sikkim compris-
ing of 23 members. The 
meeting was attended by 
CLC president, Tika Hang 

Subba, WLC executives 
and party functionaries.

Similarly, SKM 
karyakartas of Yangthang 
constituency, West Sik-
kim conducted a door-
to-door interaction ses-
sion with the public of 
Lungang village in order 
to invite people to at-
tend the upcoming pub-
lic meeting of Yangthang 
constituency scheduled 
to be held on 04 Nov. the 
meeting will also have 
the presence of party 
chief, PS Tamang [Golay], 
it is informed.

In South district, 

the party formed its 
Ward Level Committee 
for Lower Saleybong in 
Namchi. The meet was 
attended by CLC presi-
dent, Rup Das Rai, and 
CLC members.

Further, SDF support-
er, Dal Bdr Limboo, and 
his family joined SKM 
from Ting Ting Ward No. 
03, Yuksam Dubdi GPU, 
under Yuksam Tashiding 
constituency, West Sikkim 
in the presence of GPU 
president, Sonam Bhutia, 
and other members.

SKM intensi ies activities post-Dasain

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 27 O :

Organic Sikkim con-
ducted GPU level 

training programme for 
farmers of Lachen Dzum-
sa, North Sikkim at Dz-
umsa House in Lachen, 
North Sikkim on 26 Oct, a 
press release informs.

The programme 
was attended by Pipon 
[Lachen Dzumsa], Gokey 
Lachenpa, along with six 
Panchayat members of 
the Dzumsa, Field Coor-
dinator [Organic Sikkim], 
Meena Sharma, Block 
Level In-charge, Leda 
Dorjee Lepcha, Field Ofϐi-
cers, Vidhya Gurung and 
Chamla Lachenpa, and 
over 50 farmers.

Field Coordinator, Ms 
Sharma, in her address 

highlighted the concept 
and principle of organ-
ic farming and beneϐits 
of organic certiϐication. 
She further stressed on 
the marketing procedure 
through ICS and the im-
portance of transaction 
certiϐicate for marketing 
of organic produce.

Pipon of Lachen Dz-
umsa mentioned that 
the farmers of Lachen 
Dzumsa have been prac-
ticing organic farming 
in their farms with ded-
ication and that they 
understand the value of 
organic farming. He ex-
tended gratitude to Or-
ganic Sikkim for organ-
ising such programmes 
and awarding them with 
Scope Certiϐicate for the 
year 2017-18.

Organic Sikkim holds 
training for Lachen 

Dzumsa farmers

G , 27 O  
[IPR]: Six micro villages 
under geographically dif-
ϐicult area of Gangyap in 
West Sikkim have been 
bestowed with new Pri-
mary Health Sub Centre 
today. The PHSC was run-
ning in a rented house for 
last 28 years since 1990.

Minister for Health 
Care, Human Services 
& Family Welfare De-
partment, Arjun Kumar 
Ghatani, inaugurated the 
newly constructed PHSC 
in the presence of MLA of 
Yuksam Tashiding con-
stituency, Sonam Dadul 
Bhutia, at Gangyap.

The newly construct-
ed six-roomed PHSC has 
OPD section, Labour 
room, dressing room, 
Maternal and Child 
Health, Antenatal Care 
and Postnatal Care sec-
tion. The construction 
work had commenced in 
April 2015 at a cost of Rs 
19,72,200.

After the inaugura-
tion, Mr Ghatani interact-
ed with the people and 
the staff of the health 
centre and highlighted 
developmental activities 
carried out by the gov-

ernment in health sector 
since 1994. He said that 
the new PHSC is a historic 
achievement the people 
of the Gangyap and its pe-
ripheral areas and further 
urged the community for 
cooperation to maintain 
newly inaugurated de-
partmental asset for the 
beneϐit of the local peo-
ple. He also assured to act 
promptly further to pro-
vide additional medical 
facilities at the earliest.

Thereafter, Mr Gha-
tani along with the MLA 
of Yuksam Tashiding 

constituency conduct-
ed an inspection visit to 
far-reaching area of West 
district and visited Kon-
gri PHSC. 

The Health Minister 
inspected every section 
including injection & 
dressing room, Out Pa-
tient Department, La-
bour Room, Maternal 
and Child Health Clinic of 
the health centre. He also 
visited Class 3 - two unit 
quarter and Class four - 
single unit quarter and 
further instructed con-
cerned ofϐicials to carry 

out renovation work of 
existing infrastructures 
which are at repairable 
stage.

Mr Ghatani interact-
ed with the staff and took 
stock on number of pa-
tients visiting health cen-
tre, institutional delivery 
and disease prevalence 
in the peripheral areas. 
During an interaction, it 
was decided to organise 
Chief Ministers Compre-
hensive Annual and Total 
Check up for Healthy Sik-
kim [CATCH] Programme 
on 16 Nov, 2018 at Kon-

gri PHSC.
The Minister advised 

to incorporate compo-
nent of IEC/counselling 
to generate awareness 
massively on mental 
health, institutional de-
livery, HPV vaccine, tu-
berculosis amidst thor-
ough health check-up 
after complete mobilisa-
tion of the community as 
envisioned by Chief Min-
ister Pawan Chamling.

Later, Mr Ghatani also 
visited Tashiding Prima-
ry Health Centre while 
plying down from Kongri 

PHSC, West Sikkim in the 
evening. He thoroughly 
visited each and every 
ward including Maternal 
and Child Health Clin-
ic, Emergency ward, OT, 
Dressing Room, Male 
Ward, Female Ward, Iso-
lation ward, Labour room 
and Store. He took stock 
on availability of medi-
cines and other medical 
facilities and further as-
sured to fulϐill demands of 
X-Ray machine, lavatory 
for staff, and manpower 
for laboratory investiga-
tions. He advised Pancha-
yats to cultivate organic 
vegetables in unoccupied 
land of the health centre.

He also articulated vi-
sion of the CM to avail med-
ical facilities in all nook and 
corner and far-ϐlung areas 
in the State of Sikkim.

The Minister was ac-
companied by Zilla Pan-
chayat, Kongri Labdang 
Tashiding territory, MM 
Shanker, Panchayats, 
Principal Director, Dr 
Pempa T Bhutia, Chief 
Medical Ofϐicer, West, Dr 
Tsheten Namgyal,  Su-
perintending Engineer, 
Basant Tamang, ofϐicials 
and others.

Health Minister inaugurates Gangyap PHSC

G , 27 O  
[IPR]: The valedictory 
function of ϐive-day in-
duction programme for 
Primary Teachers of West 
district was held today 
at the auditorium hall of 
Kyongsa Girls Senior Sec-
ondary School in Gyalsh-
ing, West Sikkim. The 
programme was organ-
ised by District Institute 
of Education and Train-
ing [DIET], West and was 
held from 23-27 Oct.

District Collector, 
West, Dr AB Karki, at-
tended the valedictory 
function as chief guest 
in the presence of Dep-
uty Director, Human 
Resource Development 
Department, PL Subba, 
District Child Protection 
Ofϐicer [West], Princi-

Induction programme for Primary 
Teachers of West dist concludes

pal [DIET], OP Ghatani, 
Senior Accounts Ofϐicer, 
Damber Poudyal, ofϐicials 
from HRDD, faculties and 
other administrative 
staffs from DIET.

Addressing the gath-
ering, DC West, Dr Karki, 
encouraged and moti-
vated the teachers and 
promised to support 
teachers who wish to 
show innovation and cre-
ativity in his/her respec-
tive schools.

Two hundred new-
ly appointed Primary 
Teachers of West district 
were provided training 
on various topics and 
current issues taken up 
by the resource persons 
from in and outside DIET 
Gyalshing.

Additional Director, 
HRDD [West], T Eden, 
also had an interaction 
with the trainees during 
the course of the pro-
gramme. She requested 
all teachers to be more 

committed towards each 
one’s assignment and 
work in tandem with the 
department so that the 
good practices of one 
school may be shared to 
other schools.

The topics taken up 
during the training were 
teaching as a profession, 
classroom management, 
multi-grade teaching, 
administrative and leave 
rules, child protection 
and POCSO, Samagraha 
Shiksha Abhiyaan, learn-
ing outcome, readers 
theatre, innovative prac-
tices of schools, nai talim, 
early childhood care and 
education, importance of 
Teaching Learning Mate-
rials [TLMs] and analysis 
of NAS report.

The programme con-
cluded with the distri-
bution of reward for best 
TLM exhibits along with 
certiϐicates of participa-
tion to the participants.

KVK West conducts 
training at Malli Aching

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 27 O :

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, West conducted awareness 
programme on Scientiϐic Dairy Management un-

der Krishi Kalyan Abhiyan at Melli Aching village in 
West Sikkim today in the presence of Senior Scientist, 
KVK West, TN Bhutia, and Subject Matter Specialist, 
Dr Lakhi Bhutia, as resource persons. Multivitamins 
and other medicines for common diseases of cattle 
were distributed to 51 participating farmers of the 
area, a press release informs.

Five intelligence 
chiefs have been sacked, 
including two who were 
part of the crown prince’s 
inner circle.

The journalist’s mur-
der has generated inter-
national outrage and un-
dermined Riyadh’s rela-
tions with the US and oth-
er Western governments.

But the Saudi foreign 
minister vowed Saturday 
“we will overcome it.” 
“The issue, as I said, is be-
ing investigated. We will 
know the truth. We will 
hold those responsible 
accountable. And we will 
put in place mechanisms 
to ensure it doesn’t hap-
pen again,” Jubeir told 
the defence forum.

On Thursday, CIA Di-
rector Gina Haspel briefed 
US President Donald 
Trump on the latest de-
velopments in the investi-
gation after a fact-ϐinding 
mission to Turkey.

Pro-government Turk-
ish media said intelligence 
ofϐicers showed Haspel vid-
eo images and audio tapes 
of Khashoggi’s killing gath-
ered from the consulate.

But the body of 
Khashoggi, who was once 
an insider in Saudi royal 
circles, remains missing.

“You need to show 
this body,” Erdogan in-

sisted on Friday, indicat-
ing that his country had 
more evidence about the 
killing to reveal.

The Turkish presi-
dent, who has stopped 
short of directly blaming 
the Saudi government, 
added the 18 suspects 
must know who killed 
Khashoggi and repeated 
his call for the men to be 
tried in Turkey.

“The culprit is among 
them. If that is not the 
case, then who is the lo-
cal conspirator? You have 
to tell,” he said.

“Unless you tell, Sau-
di Arabia will not be free 
from this suspicion.” 

Khashoggi’s ϐiancee 
Hatice Cengiz said in a TV 
interview on Friday that 
she never would have let 
him enter the consulate if 
she had thought that “Saudi 
Arabia authorities would 
hatch a plot” to kill him.

“I demand that all those 
involved in this savagery 
from the highest to the 
lowest levels are punished 
and brought to justice,” 
Cengiz told the Haberturk 
television station.

She said she had not 
been contacted by Saudi 
ofϐicials and was unlike-
ly to go to Saudi Arabia 
for any funeral there 
if Khashoggi’s missing 
body is found.

Saudi rejects Turkey call to 
extradite Khashoggi’s killers

contd from pg01
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to book advertisements 
in SummitTimes call

03592-208698,  9734152541
9647102692

Gangtok on 
Sunday, 
28 Oct

Temp: 25°C/10°C
Forecast: Mostly 
sunny and pleasant.
Sunrise: 05:42 AM
Sunset: 04:56 PM

Kutse Shegu
The 49th Day Kutse Shegu of late Tsh-
ewang Dorjee Bhutia, who left for his 
heavenly abode on the 13th of September 
2018, falls on 31 October 2018. 

All relatives, friends and well wishers 
are requested to join us in offering prayers 
for the departed soul at our residence at 
Bojoghari, behind the SBI building.

We would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all those who stood by us 
during our time of bereavement.

Tshering Doma Bhutia 
(Elder Sister) 94344 49033

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH CARE, HUMAN SERVICES 

AND FAMILY WELFARE
TASHILING SECRETARIAT, GANGTOK.

No.894/HC,HS&FW Dated: 25/10/18

JOB VACANCIES
Application are invited from the eligible candidates having following qualifi cations and pos-
sessing the requisite documents for fi lling up 20 (twenty) various posts for an initial period 
of 02(two) yers for Multi-speciality Hospital, Sochakgang, east Sikkim in Minister Roll/
Contractual basis. The applications along with the documents should reach the Offi  ce of 
the Special Secretary to the Government of Sikkim, Department of Health Care, Human 
Services & Family Welfare on or before 17th November, 2018.
The details of the posts are as furnished under:-

Sl.
No.

Name of 
Post

Number 
of Post

Age 
Limit

Eligibility conditions Monthly 
emoluments 

Mode of 
Appointment

01 02 03 04 05 06 07

01. Electrician 04 18-40 
years

Class X passed with ITI 
Diploma in relevant trade

Rs.365/-per 
day

Muster Roll 
basis.

02. Plumber 02 18-40 
years

Class X passed with ITI 
Diploma in relevant trade

Rs.365/-per 
day

Muster Roll 
basis.

03. Carpenter 02 18-40 
years

Class X passed with ITI 
Diploma in relevant trade

Rs.365/-per 
day

Muster Roll 
basis.

04. Receptionist 06 18-40 
years

Class XII passed from any 
recognised board with 
Diploma in Hotel Manage-
ment.

Rs.18,000/- 
per month

Contractual 
Basis.

05 Hospital Ad-
ministrator

06 18-40 
years

Class XII passed from any 
recognised board with Di-
ploma in Hospital Adminis-
tration.

Rs.18,000/- 
per month

Contractual 
Basis.

06. Total 20 - - - -

Documents required:
(i) Sikkim Subject Certifi cate.
(ii) School Certifi cate/ School Mark Sheet.
(iii) Diploma in relevant trade.
(iv) Valid Employment Card.

Sd/-
R.O. No. 432/IPR/Pub/Classi./18-19  Special Secretary to the Government of Sikkim
dt. 26.10.18  Department of Health Care, Human Services & Family Welfare
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Sikkim State Legal Ser-
vices Authority under 

the direction and guid-
ance of Acting Chief Jus-
tice, High Court of Sikkim, 
Justice Meenakshi Madan 
Rai, who is also the Ex-
ecutive Chairperson of 
Sikkim SLSA, organized 
the ϐinal phase of daylong 
training programme on 
“Managing Substance Use 
Disorders: An Overview” 
for counselors of rehabil-
itation and de-addiction 
centres of Sikkim at the 
Training Hall of Sikkim 
SLSA in Development 
Area, Gangtok, a press re-

lease informs.
Resource persons 

for the programme were 

Clinical Psychologists 
from Psychiatry Depart-
ment, STNM Hospital, 

Shalinta Rai and Nancy 
Chankapa. They held a 
revision session on what 
was disseminated during 
the earlier phases of the 
programmes held on 06 
Oct and 13 Oct.

The topics covered 
were substance related 
problems and its manage-
ment, mental status ex-
amination of individuals 
with substance use dis-
orders, case history tak-
ing of substance use dis-
orders, post assessment 
for assessing the level 
of knowledge regarding 
substance use and sub-
stance related problems 
and its management, ep-
idemiology and its man-

agement and treatment 
& co-morbidities of sub-
stance use disorders.

An interactive session 
was also held between 
the resource persons and 
the participants followed 
by a Question & Answer 
round.

Seventeen counsel-
ors from Serenity Home 
[Lower Burtuk, East Sik-
kim], Sikkim Rehabilita-
tion & Detoxiϐication Cen-
tre [Nimtar, East Sikkim], 
Jeewan Marg [Bojoghari, 
East Sikkim], Jagriti In-
tegrated Rehabilitation 
Centre for Addicts [Sichey, 
East Sikkim] and Free-
dom Facility [Tathangc-
hen, East Sikkim].

Sikkim SLSA conducts ϐinal training 
on substance use disorders

State,” said Mr Upadha-
yay while encouraging 
the students to be knowl-
edgeable in this type of 
beneϐicial farming.

Director, SCERT, Mr 
Chettri, briefed about 
the new text book “Or-
ganic Farming” which 
has been developed by 
NCERT and SCERT which 
he informed will be dis-
tributed to the selected 
schools. He updated that 
the content of the text-
book has been designed 
by the representatives of 
NCERT and the ofϐicials 
of HRDD and further 
termed this collaboration 
a pioneering concept.

He also informed 
about the features of 

the textbook which will 
include various success 
stories on farmers and 
villages of organic farm-
ing, various methods on 
traditional organic farm-
ing along with marketing 
and certiϐication process 
of the organic farming 
produce.

Mr Chettri also in-
formed that if permitted, 
UNESCO will be show-
casing the success story 
of organic farmers of Sik-
kim at various interna-
tional forums from next 
year onwards.

During the course of 
the programme, various 
important aspects of or-
ganic farming were high-
lighted by Joint Director, 
Organic Farming Mis-

sion, Karma Sherpa. Ad-
ditionally, a PowerPoint 
presentation on organ-
ic farming practiced by 
schools all over Sikkim 
was showcased to the at-
tendees.

The chief guest along 
with the dignitaries dis-
tributed certiϐicates to 
various students excel-
ling on academics, sports 
and organic farming. 
They also handed over 

ϐinancial aid to Kewzing 
SSS and Eklavya Model 
Residential School, North 
Sikkim.

On the occasion, the 
chief guest also planted 
sapling of rhododendron 
at the school premises. 
Earlier, the Minister and 
the ofϐicials inspected 
the organic outlets and 
stalls which were put up 
at the school premises.

Introduction of organic farming in govt 
schools begins with Kewzing prog

contd from pg01
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After the grand success 
of Sikkim Dashain 

Song [Dashain Aayo 
Hai] last year, a group 
of youngsters are once 
again back with Sikkim 
Tihar Song [Tihar Ko Din 
Ma Lai Lai] to make this 
Tihar more musical and 
festive. The 3:23-minute 
long video of the song, 
Tihar Ko Din Ma Lai Lai, 
has already been upload-
ed on YouTube and has 
been receiving encourag-
ing response.

The music video, Sik-
kim Tihar Song, is pre-
sented by Gangtok-based 
Avish Films with Bidhan 
Thapa and Aaditya Prad-
han on vocals. The song 
has lyrics and compo-
sition by Bidhan Thapa 
and has been arranged 
by Aaditya Pradhan 
while Avishkar Bhattarai 
is the cinematographer 
and editor of the video. 
This music video stars 
Rubina Poudyal Chettri, 
Nisha Rai and Adarsh 
Chettri.

Addressing a press 

conference here today, 
composer and singer, 
Bidhan Thapa, men-
tioned that this music 
video has been prepared 
in a month to give a new 
song to the people to cel-
ebrate this Tihar. He stat-
ed that Sikkim Dashain 
Song became very popu-
lar last year and encour-
aging response from the 
people motivated him to 
come up with this song. 

Sikkim Tihar Song 

will be the new Deu-
si-Bhailo song for the 
people this Tihar, he said.

Actor, Rubina Poudy-
al Chettri, stated that an-
other motive behind the 
song is also to promote 
local artists and to en-
courage them. She stated 
that more such projects 
have been lined up for 
the near future. They also 
thanked Forest Minister, 
TW Lepcha, for his con-
stant support.

Avish Films’ Sikkim Tihar Song to 
be new Deusi-Bhailo this Tihar

was not at the mercy of 
the BJP.

“But this is a govern-
ment elected by the peo-
ple. Shah’s speech gives 
the message that the elec-
toral verdict will be sabo-
taged,” Vijayan claimed in 
a statement.

“All democratic-mind-
ed people should raise 
their voice against this,” 
he said.

Vijayan also claimed 
that Shah’s speech was 
more against the Supreme 
court and the Constitu-
tion rather than against 
the state government.

Shah said even though 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had released vari-
ous central projects for 
the state, none of them 
have been taken up.

“If the state govern-
ment had shown the same 
interest in meeting the 
grievances of the ϐlood-af-
fected people as it had 
shown in taking on the 
Ayyappa devotees, I would 
have said they have ful-
ϐilled their responsibilities.

“But they have failed 
and the chief minister has 
no right to continue in 
ofϐice even for a minute,” 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
president said.

Shah said Hinduism 
has always given respect 
to women and wor-
shipped them. 

Gender equality can-
not be ensured just by giv-
ing rights to them to offer 
prayers at temples,the BJP 
chief said.

Shah backs 
protesting 
Ayyappa 
devotees, slams 
Left govt...
contd from pg01

T -
, O  27 (PTI): A 

microsite on ecotourism 
throwing light on fea-
tures of major destina-
tions across Kerala was 
unveiled here by state 
tourism minister Kada-
kampally Surendran Sat-
urday.

The website has de-
tails of about 47 popu-
lar ecotourism spots, 75 
videos, 200 photographs, 
10 e-brochures and in-
formation on 100 eco-
tourism programmes, a 
release said.

The site has also in-
formation on packages 
for tourists who love to 

explore nature, it said.
Some of the ecotour-

ism spots are Wayanad 
Wildlife Sanctuary 
(north Kerala), Silent Val-
ley National Park (Palak-
kad), Parambikulam Ti-
ger Reserve (Palakkad), 
Chinnar Wildlife Sanc-
tuary (Idukki), Periyar 
Tiger Reserve (Idukki), 
Shenduruney Ecotour-
ism (Kollam), Eraviku-
lam National Park (Mun-
nar) and Chembra Peak 
(Wayanad), it said.

Director of ecotour-
ism (Kerala) P P Pramod 
was also present during 
the launch of the micro-
site, it added.

Microsite on ecotourism 
unveiled in Kerala

N  D , O  27 
(PTI): Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Anil Baijal has 
invoked the Essential 
Services Maintenance 
Act (ESMA) to prohibit 
contractual workers of 
Delhi Transport Corpo-
ration (DTC) from strik-
ing work, according to 
an ofϐicial statement on 
Saturday.

The contractual em-
ployees -- drivers and 
conductors -- began their 
strike earlier this week 
over their various de-
mands, including restor-
ing their wages that were 
reduced by DTC after a 
court order.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, in exercise of his 
powers, has declared 
DTC services as essential 
and prohibited the strike 
by contractual employ-
ees, the corporation said 
in the statement.

The Essential Ser-
vices Maintenance Act 
will be in force for six 
months.

Manoj Sharma, the 
president of DTC Con-

tractual Workers Union, 
however, asserted that 
the strike would contin-
ue “indeϐinitely”. “Many 
policemen are here. They 
may detain us to end the 
strike,” he added.

The “unauthorised” 
strike by the contractual 
employees that began on 
October 22 has disrupted 
transport services and 
caused inconvenience 
and hardship to the pub-
lic, DTC said.

All the employees, 
including contractual 
workers, have been di-
rected to report to their 
units and depot for duty 
failing which strict ac-
tion will be taken against 
them, it said.

The DTC Workers 
Unity Centre has in the 
meantime served a no-
tice for a one-day strike 
on October 29.

The strike is being 
supported by other trade 
unions in DTC such as the 
DTC Workers Union (af-
ϐiliated to AITUC) and the 
DTC Employees Congress 
(afϐiliated to INTUC).

Delhi L-G imposes 
ESMA to prohibit 

strike by contractual 
workers of DTC
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Empowered Women
It will take more than policy interventions

The 50/50 power-sharing arrangement between the 
sexes has been instituted in Sikkim at the panchayat 

and urban local body levels, with even the top posts be-
ing equally apportioned between the men and women. 
Just as the 50% seat reservation for women in Sikkim 
panchayats marked a new milestone for rural empow-
erment in Sikkim, so does their equal representation at 
the top panchayat level. While the verdict is still awaited 
on how effectively this increased, and mandated by law, 
empowerment has been leveraged, what is signiϐicant is 
that women in Sikkim have consistently embraced their 
stake in Sikkim, an involvement they have proven with 
how enthusiastically they have turned out to vote.

By turning out to vote in larger proportions than 
men, Sikkim’s ladies have displayed that they are keen 
to have a larger stake in governance and policy-mak-
ing. Election 2014 was for the second consecutive elec-
tion that women voters outperformed men in Sikkim. 
In Elections 2009, against an 81.46% male voter turn-
out, Sikkim’s women posted 82.77%. In 2014, 81.40% 
of the women voters exercised their franchise to help 
decide the government for the current term against 
80.57% male voters. This is one statistic that should 
make every Sikkimese proud, because make no mis-
take, stepping out, braving the heat and the rain later 
in the evening to vote, is a sign of empowerment. What 
is more, this is no ϐlash in the pan episode, but appears 
to be a process which has sustained and grown over 
the past decade and a half. In Elections 1999, women 
voter turnout was ϐive percentage points lower than 
men [79.10% versus 84.36%], and as women’s em-
powerment efforts progressed in earnest [and the SDF 
government deserves credit for it], in Elections 2004, 
male and female voter turnout were almost level – 
77.01%  against 77.99%. As already mentioned, the 
women turned the tables on male voters in 2009, and 
have retained the bragging rights for the latest elec-
tion as well. Even as the women voters rank higher 
in percentage turn-out, they are not very far behind 
when it comes to absolute numbers either. Against a 
total of 1,53,425 men who voted in Sikkim in 2014, 
slightly over 1.46 lakh ladies pressed the EVM buttons. 

The numbers prove the heightened involvement 
with which women in Sikkim have taken to participa-
tory democracy. The panchayat elections are almost 
due now, and will be interesting to see what statistics 
the voter turnout reveals at that time.

Generalisations, admittedly, are by nature inaccu-
rate and unscientiϐic tools to draw conclusions, but 
if one were to surmise on what factors led to more 
women voting in Sikkim, there would be a multitude 
of factors, but one of the most substantial motivators 
must have been the increased attention being paid to 
women in Sikkim which convinced them that they had 
a stake in governance and the need to sustain it. Factors 
such as improving literacy, increased representation 
[in panchayat and urban bodies] and a slew of other 
women-centric interventions contribute to this in-
creased voter turn-out, and even as one frowns at sops 
and quotas, these must be working towards empow-
erment because that is what the data is posting. This 
is perhaps also a trend whose time has come, and one 
which would automatically require political planners 
to position there stands with improved consideration 
of women interests. Because women’s participation in 
voting is on the rise, their mandate will require delivery 
more than rhetoric. There are however still many pol-
iticians, who, even if they have shed overt male chau-
vinism, remain insensitive towards women’s issues and 
some have even displayed boorish poor taste in the 
recent past. For anyone with any serious political am-
bitions, gender sensitivity will be a good investment to 
make. While this used to be consciously included in the 
activities of most political outϐits till a few years back, 
it has all but vanished from political deliberations in 
post-election Sikkim. The sooner the wannabe leaders 
recognise the due rights and aspirations of women, the 
better it will be for their political futures.

Sikkimese women have established that henceforth, 
their endorsement will be required by every aspirant 
and every candidate, in every constituency in Sikkim. 
This power cannot be ignored because while women 
voters are in [a very slight] majority in ϐive assembly 
constituencies, in actual turnout [not just percentage 
points] they outnumbered male voters in as many as 
nine Assembly constituencies. Even the most basic po-
litical calculation will thus recommend that political 
parties in Sikkim allow more women into represen-
tative politics roles, in positions which are more than 
just token. The parties, for their own survival, need to 
appreciate the power that women now wield in Sikkim 
and this means that women’s issues can no longer be 
sidestepped. Political power is no longer possible with-
out catering to the women voters, and given the centu-
ries of prejudice and offensively male-centric system 
that has been imposed on women, one hopes that this 
vote-bank stands separate from the caste and communi-
ty divisions that short-sighted politicians tend to carve 
out. It is an accepted fact that the male voters in Sikkim 
are segregated by too many petty and selϐish responses, 
but the female voter preferences, because they are still 
relatively new to this level of involvement, remain little 
understood. The stats, however, offer a good opportuni-
ty to Sikkim to take gender equality and empowerment 
to a new level by stepping away from routine tokenism.

GEORGE BURROWS
theconversation.com

If you go to hear a jazz singer at your local ven-
ue, you will most likely experience “scatting” or 
“scat”. Scat singing can be disconcerting because 

it involves the singer departing from the melody 
of a song in improvisation and abandoning tradi-
tional lyrics in favour of apparently nonsensical 
utterances such as “doo-yah-dah-dah-dit-dip-bah!” 
(to quote from Louis Armstrong’s 1927 recording, 
Hotter than that).

For some people, scat marks the descent of jazz 
singing into meaningless nonsense and unseem-
ly expression. Even the great jazz critic, Leonard 
Feather, suggested that: “Scat singing – with only 
a couple of exceptions – should be banned.” But, 
is scat really meaningless and, if not, how can we 
make sense of it?

Despite the existence of scat-like singing in the 
folk music traditions of West Africa and Europe 
(for example, Scottish mouth music), it is most 
likely that scat emerged in jazz in the early 1900s 
when singers in New Orleans began to imitate the 
ϐirst jazz instrumentalists. Legend has it that Louis 
Armstrong, the great trumpeter, vocalist and pio-
neer of improvisation in jazz, became the ϐirst to 
record scat in the 1926 track Heebie Jeebies, when 
he forgot the words during a recording session.

This is a plausible story, because recording was 
still a fairly primitive process – tracks were record-
ed in a single take and studios were kept uncom-
fortably hot to keep the wax masters soft enough 
for grooves to be cut in to them. Under such con-
ditions – especially within the racist culture of the 
time – it was no wonder that, as Armstrong report-
ed, black musicians felt nervous at the prospect of 
upsetting white producers by wasting studio time 
with errors.

In this context, Armstrong’s covering of a mem-
ory lapse with improvised vocal hokum, was as 
much a way of protecting himself and his liveli-
hood, as a sign of great vocal artistry. Nevertheless, 
such recordings established scat as a characteristic 
feature of jazz singing.

Through the recordings made by Armstrong 
and later Cab Calloway, scat swiftly became a dis-
tinctive feature of jazz’s modernity that, along with 
the saxophone, syncopation, improvisation and 
outlandish playing techniques, made (and makes) 
jazz distinctly hip.

BEYOND LYRICS
Scat is, however, not just an idle feature of jazz. In-
stead, it represents in vocal form an important ideol-
ogy of freedom of expression that has underpinned 
the whole enterprise of jazz music making since its 

inception. Scat allows the jazz vocalist to escape the 
lyrics and the straitjacket of meanings that comes 
from words. It grants the singer the status of a solo 
instrumentalist, like any other in jazz, and thereby 
moves vocal expression towards abstraction and 
modes of meaning that are musical rather than ver-
bal. Scat thereby deϐies linguistic meaning systems 
and, by extension, the social structures and power 
relations that condition them.

If, as many aϐicionados would argue, jazz is the 
musical expression of freedom that extends from 
the memory of African American enslavement and 
emancipation, then scat is its vocal manifestation 
par excellence.

Given that freedom may be at stake, it is tempt-
ing to take scat very seriously indeed. However, 
many of the greatest exponents of scat, whether 
black or white, most often exude fun. Ella Fitzger-
ald, for example, makes playful reference to Arm-
strong’s 1955 hit record of Mack the Knife in her 
1960 rendition of the song, when she breaks in to 
some decidedly gravelly-voiced scat.

Fitzgerald’s televised performance even shows 
her mopping her brow with a white handkerchief 
in just the same manner as Armstrong did in his 
performances. Is her reference to Armstrong and 
Bobby Darin a critique of Armstrong’s 1950s turn 
towards pop commercialism (Darin had a huge hit 
with the song in 1960) or a fondly comedic tribute? 
The beauty of Fitzgerald’s scatting is that it never 
tells us explicitly and we are left to make up our 
own minds as we enjoy her playful singing.

NEW LANGUAGE
Fitzgerald’s scatting, as much as that by more re-
cent luminaries such as Cleo Laine, Al Jarreau or 
Kurt Elling shows that since jazz’s inception, scat 
has become established as an expressive language 

in its own right.
But anyone who has tried to scat on one of great 

jazz “standards” (classic songs) with a band can 
tell you that it is simply not the case that anything 
goes when one is scatting – there are conventions 
and expectations that come with the idiom. Fur-
thermore, even great scat singers tend to employ 
certain “licks” (turns of phrase) that are rooted in 
instrumental solos of the past.

Nevertheless, there is still plenty of room for 
experiment and development and the underlying 
connection between scat and freedom remains a 
powerfully meaningful one that is only reinforced 
by the playfulness in scatting.

In the performances of masters like Fitzgerald 
and fellow singer Mel Torme in the video above, 
it is scat’s playful fun that stops it appearing pre-
tentious in its abstract representation of freedom 
from restrictive structures and oppression. But 
the combination of its serious underlying message 
of freedom and its comedic mode of expression 
means that scat appears curiously double voiced 
and discursive: we are left to make sense of the 
contradictory (serious-fun) character of the word-
less singing.

So, as much as scat might appear to be a descent 
into utter nonsense, it actually makes a great deal 
of sense as a particular sort of unresolved expres-
sion. It is sensible precisely where words fail – and 
there is surely a whole lot still to be sung about our 
experience of contradictory and complicated situa-
tions, thoughts and emotions that words can never 
adequately capture.

[the writer is Reader in Performing 
Arts, University of Portsmouth]

Scooby-dooby-doo: Making 
sense of scat singing

TOK THOMPSON
theconversation.com

Halloween is a time when ghosts 
and spooky decorations are on 

public display, reminding us of the 
realm of the dead. But could they also 
be instructing us in important les-
sons on how to lead moral lives?

ROOTS OF HALLOWEEN
The origins of modern-day Halloween 
go back to “samhain,” a Celtic celebra-
tion for the beginning of the dark half 
of the year when, it was widely be-
lieved, the realm between the living 
and the dead overlapped and ghosts 
could be commonly encountered.

In 601 A.D., to help his drive to 
Christianize northern Europe, Pope 
Gregory I directed missionaries not 
to stop pagan celebrations, but rather 
to Christianize them.

Accordingly, over time, the cele-
brations of samhain became All Souls’ 
Day and All Saint’s Day, when speak-
ing with the dead was considered re-
ligiously appropriate. All Saint’s Day 
was also known as All Hallows’ Day 
and the night before became All Hal-
lows’ Evening, or “Hallowe’en.”

CHRISTIAN GHOSTS
Not only did the pagan beliefs 

around spirits of the dead contin-
ue, but they also became part of 
many of early church practices.

Pope Gregory I himself sug-
gested that people seeing ghosts 
should say masses for them. The 
dead, in this view, might require 
help from the living to make their 
journey towards Heaven.

During the Middle Ages, be-
liefs around souls trapped in 
purgatory led to the church’s 
increasing practice of selling 
indulgences – payments to the 
church to reduce penalties for 
sins. The widespread belief in 
ghosts turned the sale of indul-

gences into a lucrative practice for 
the church.

It was such beliefs that contribut-
ed to the Reformation, the division of 
Christianity into Protestantism and 
Catholicism led by German theolo-
gian Martin Luther. Indeed, Luther’s 
“95 Theses,” that he nailed to the 
All Saints Church in Wittenburg on 
Oct. 31, 1517, was largely a protest 
against the selling of indulgences.

Subsequently, ghosts became 
identiϐied with “Catholic supersti-
tions” in Protestant countries.

Debates, however, continued 
about the existence of ghosts and 
people increasingly turned to sci-
ence to deal with the issue. By the 
19th century, Spiritualism, a new 
movement which claimed that the 
dead could converse with the living, 
was fast becoming mainstream, and 
featured popular techniques such as 
seances, the ouija board, spirit pho-
tography and the like.

Although Spiritualism faded in 
cultural importance after World War 
I, many of its approaches can be seen 
in the “ghost hunters” of today, who 

often seek to prove the existence of 
ghosts using scientiϐic techniques.
A WIDE, WIDE WORLD OF GHOSTS
These beliefs are not just part of 
the Christian world. Most, although 
not all, societies have a concept of 
“ghosts.” In Taiwan, for example, 
about 90 percent people report see-
ing ghosts. 

Along with many Asian coun-
tries such as Japan, Korea, China 
and Vietnam, Taiwan celebrates a 
“Ghost Month,” which includes a 
central “Ghost Day,” when ghosts are 
believed to freely roam the world of 
the living. These festivals and beliefs 
are often tied to the Buddhist story of 
the Urabon Sutra, where Buddha in-
structs a young priest on how to help 
his mother whom he sees suffering as 
a “hungry ghost.”

As in many traditions, Taiwanese 
ghosts are seen either as “friendly” 
or “unfriendly.” The “friendly” ghosts 
are commonly ancestral or familial 
and welcomed into the home during 
the ghost festival. The “unfriendly” 
ghosts are those angry or “hungry” 
ghosts that haunt the living.

ROLE OF GHOSTS IN OUR LIVES
As a scholar who has studied and 
taught ghost stories for many years, 
I have found that ghosts generally 
haunt for good reasons. These could 
range from unsolved murders, lack of 
proper funerals, forced suicides, pre-
ventable tragedies and other ethical 
failures.

Ghosts, in this light, are often 
found seeking justice from beyond 
the grave. They could make such 
demands from individuals, or from 
societies as a whole. For example, in 
the U.S., sightings have been report-
ed of African-American slaves and 
murdered Native Americans. Schol-
ar Elizabeth Tucker details many of 
these reported sightings on universi-
ty campuses, often tied in with sordid 
aspects of the campus’s past.

In this way, ghosts reveal the 
shadow side of ethics. Their sightings 
are often a reminder that ethics and 
morality transcend our lives and that 
ethical lapses can carry a heavy spir-
itual burden.

Yet ghost stories are also hopeful. 
In suggesting a life after death, they 

offer a chance to be in contact 
with those that have passed and 
therefore a chance for redemp-
tion – a way to atone for past 
wrongs.

This Halloween, along with 
the shrieks and shtick, you may 
want to take a few minutes to 
appreciate the role of ghosts in 
our haunted pasts and how they 
guide us to lead moral and ethical 
lives.

[the writer is Associate Professor 
of Teaching, University of South-
ern California – Dornsife College 

of Letters, Arts and Sciences]

Why believing in ghosts can 
make you a better person
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RONGNYOO LEPCHA

I have always been fascinated with 
myths, folktales, mythical creatures, 
etc. -tales we have been hearing 

since our childhood. The Tales of Hlo 
Mung (yeti) who resides in the moun-
tains, speaks the language of whistles, a 
shape shifter and also a protector. I also 
learned of Songrong Mung (lam lamey) 
or as the locals’ call it, a short statured 
being with long breasts. The only advice 
I would always get if I would encounter 
it one day was to run downhill as fast 
as I could. I had heard of the mythical 
place of Mayel Maluk or Mayel Kyong, 
a place of eternal bliss where people 
were immortal, where the lands were 
fertile and crops of every kind grew. As 
I grew up, I found out that many other 
cultures shared similar stories. A cul-
tural construct of a place where every-
one wished to be, given the time around 
which this concept originated everyone 
wished for fertile lands and crops given 
the needs of the people then. If it was 
to be the cultural construct of the pres-
ent given the needs of the people today, 
it would be a haven of great technolo-
gies alongside the richness of culture -a 
“Wakanda” perhaps. 

Out of the many tales that I ab-
sorbed, one in particular intrigued 
me. It was about the last Lepcha king 
-Pano Gaeboo Achyok. As a child I 
would hear of how he fought selϐless-
ly to protect his people and land from 
the invading Bhutanese armies. I had 
heard of him possessing supernatu-
ral powers and how he could pierce a 
whole tree with his arrow and how he 
used to slice a whole horse along with 
its rider in one single blow. These 
tales had remained with me and the 
more I heard the more it became in-
teresting that these tales were re-
volved around an actual person so he 
had acquired the status of a guardian, 
a king, and a deity long after his death 
and is still revered. 

Since my research was on this 
very personality, I set out to ϐind 
out more about him. I had prepared 
a semi-structured research plan of 
where I needed to go and what I 
needed to do. At ϐirst I thought my 
ϐieldwork would go smoothly as I was 
going amongst my own people. But as 
time passed this thought turned out 
to be a distant fantasy. I was criticized 
by some for not knowing the language 
properly. I do realize the importance 
of knowing the language to under-
stand the under layers of the culture 
and the community and I am still try-
ing my best to learn it. Some even ig-
nored my questions saying that being 
from the community itself I should 
know all this beforehand. These were 
all minor setbacks. Every time I go for 
ϐieldwork I have a great time. I real-
ly enjoy getting to learn new things. 
I enjoyed the visit to different forts 
around Kalimpong believed to have 
been built by Pano Gaeboo Achyok. 

The most famous among them is 
Damsang Gree, (Damsang fort) which 
is situated 45 km away from Kalim-
pong town it is located between Alga-
ra and Pedong. Built in a secluded hill 
it is a fortress of stones; as the myth 
goes it was constructed in one night 
with the help of his supernatural pow-
ers. The fort looks down on Pedong. 
The name Pedong originates from 
the Lepcha words pe meaning fodder 
and dong meaning to ϐind, the name 
originated as Pano Gaeboo Achyok 
and his men used to collect fodder for 
their horses. The location is perfect 
for keeping an eye on any suspicious 
enemy activities down below. Today 
only the ruins remain, a sanctuary for 
the Lepchas where they worship their 
last pano and their ancestors. 

Following up on Gaeboo Achyok 
led me to different places in Kalim-
pong, I was chasing a myth but the 
amount of evidences that came up was 
enough to stir up a “what if…” I feel 

that myths, legends always end with 
a ‘what if..’ since they are based on a 
certain amount of truth. Even when I 
had heard so many things about the 
pano this was completely new for me. 
Many do not approve of auto ethnog-
raphy as to the biases one may apply 
when it comes to one’s own commu-
nity but even the “other” researchers 
tend to get biased when they have 
strong attachments for the communi-
ty they spend a lot of time with. I have 
always tried to maintain a neutral out-
look on ϐinding the facts from the ϐield 
and conveying it through my work, as 
belonging to the community I do have 
my own sentiments attached to it. As 
ethnocentrism is so engraved in all 
cultures, biases are meant to be. But 
then research ethics, cultural relativ-
ism, has hopefully kept me in check. 

The next destination was Lungsyol 
which is believed to be the birth place 
of the Gaeboo Achyok. This place also 
has a gree (fort) called Chyakung 
Gree, but the structure is a little dif-
ferent from all the other grees, this is 
more like the foundation of a house, 
which makes perfect sense as being 
a place for the pano’s parents to live 
while caring for their child. This place 
overlooks Jalpaiguri far below and 
further to Bhutan. The legend of Pano 
Gaeboo Achyok had a strong hold on 
the place, both Lepchas and non-Lep-
chas believed in him and considered 
him to be a supernatural being. 

As I moved from place to place, 
the myth slowly turned into possible 
realities. I went to more forts, graves, 
stones, markers, trees, portraits, 
swords, etc. and the stories revolving 
around them. They offered informa-
tion that needed a little attention. 

After Lungsyol I moved to Dapling, 
another village in Kalimpong, a three 
hours walk from Lungsyol. The jour-
ney was tiring but for people of 
Lungsyol it was a daily routine. 

Dapling is home to Un-thik Lyang 

-a camping place for Gaeboo Acyok’s 
army and rests their horses as they 
travelled from one place to another 
making it a central point from where 
they communicated with their oth-
er observatories. Far below the place 
where the horses were kept there is 
a huge jackfruit tree, which as stories 
state was planted by Gaeboo Achy-
ok’s mother as they were travelling 
through that route. This tree bore 
fruits to many generation of Lepchas. 
Now old and unable to bear fruits any-
more it is still standing tall providing 
refuge to small animals and shades to 
people. There was a feeling brewing 
up inside my mind once coming face 
to face with it. It was also remarkable 
to see how certain objects have the 
power to conjure memories, and tales 
thought to be long gone remain dor-
mant in the minds of people. After that 
I went to Suruk -to another fort which 
is crumbling to dust with the little at-
tention it receives but the tales relat-
ed to it still echoes among the people 
around bonϐires told to children by 
their grandparents, ensuring the ϐlow 
of knowledge and traditions. The last 
point was Dalim gree, the place where 
it all ended, situated in Gorubathan, 
famous for its “Bhutey Daha” (Ghost 
Lake) this was where Gaeboo Achyok-
was believed to have been killed. It is 
said that when he was killed, his head 
ϐlew and fell into the lake and since 
then the place was an active zone for 
paranormal activities, Whoever did 
not pray to him before crossing the 
road through the water body would 
meet their death by vomiting blood. 

All these places have a lot of ar-
chaeological evidences and history 
buried with them which is but slow-
ly eroding with time and negligence. 
The memories remain only till there 
is something to evoke it, something 
constantly reminding people, and the 
day it perishes the memories will too. 
So it is upon the people themselves 

whether they want to cling on to their 
historical facts or just let it be cov-
ered with dust and scrubs till it ϐinally 
fades away.

For the Lepchas, Pano Gaeboo 
Achyok was a king, a hero and a super-
natural being who fought to protect 
them. Today they commemorate him 
on the occasion of his birthday every 
year on 20th of December by cele-
brating a grand festival in Kalimpong 
where Lepchas from all directions, all 
religions and all backgrounds come 
and celebrate it together as one. He 
has today become a symbol of iden-
tity and solidarity for the Lepcha 
community. It is celebrated in a grand 
manner. I used to visit the festival ev-
ery year when I was younger but it 
was the ϐirst time I went to the festi-
val as a researcher. I took part in most 
of the activities talking to people and 
observing the festival as it proceeded. 

Anthropology has taken me to the 
ϐield and holistic study in the ϐield has 
its own beauty because we get to know 
many new things, see the similarities 
and differences of a culture and what 
effects it. We can see a whole continu-
um of evolutions. It was an eye open-
ing journey for me. I gained so much 
of knowledge from my own commu-
nity. There is always something more, 
something unknown and unexplored 
even in the things we think we know 
the best and we don’t have to go too far 
in search of facts, it’s all around us.  

[the writer is PhD Scholar, 
Department of Anthropolo-

gy, Sikkim University]

Legends of Pano Gaeboo Achyok 
come alive in the ield

FIELDWORKREFLECTIONS

Dalim Gree Damsang Gree Ramsu Bong

CK LEPCHA

One of the best part about Shim-
la is the Ridge. 
Located in the center of Shimla 

town, the Ridge is abuzz with peo-
ple and activities from all walks of 
life. However, this wide open space 
has a dark colonial history that 
has thankfully been rewritten and 
changed in contemporary today.

During colonial times, the 
Ridge was exclusively set aside for 
British ofϐicers. It provided an ex-
quisite view of the Himalayas with 
the church, the library and the 
town hall (Gaiety theater today) 
located very close to each other. 
This part of Shimla was colonized 
by the the rich and the powerful as 
they came to Shimla not just to cool 
off from hot Indian summers, but 
also to maintain distance from the 
natives. With a British only policy, 
no locals could walk in that area as 
social interaction with locals was 
non-existent and it reveals a hier-
archical order that pervaded this 
hill station. 

If the Ridge was meant for the 
British, the middle part where the 
mall road is located or the middle 
bazar was inhabited by the An-
glo-Indians and “domiciled” Brits 
while the lower Bazar was meant 
for the coolies, laborers and the 

dhobis; basically the servants of the 
British. And if these servants need-
ed to get to the other end of the hill, 
a tunnel was built by the British to 
take them to the other side. 

There was a stark division of 
people and places in colonial Shimla. 

But for better or worse not 
many people know the history of 
the Ridge nor the tunnel that still 
exists under the mall today.  Ev-
eryone goes to the Ridge and the 
tourists hardly ϐind their way to 
the tunnel. But after living here for 
more than half a year, taking my 
visiting friends to the Ridge via the 
tunnel is my favorite route.

As we walk up the slopes of Ti-
betan market after getting out of 
the tunnel and towards the Ridge, 
the uphill can be a bit tiresome for 
some but one soon forgets about 
it as you see the ϐlagpole and the 
tricolor ϐluttering in all its glory. 
Indira Gandhi and Mahatma Gand-
hi’s statues mark the dawn of Indi-
an independence in the Ridge but 
it is the colonial leftovers that still 
seem prominent.

There is the Gaiety theater, even 
renovated in colonial architecture 
that hosts interesting events like 
ϐilm festivals, dance performanc-
es, art exhibition and even Mr. Hi-
machal body building competiton. 
The best part is that most events 

are free of charge. So a student and 
a minister can both be found at 
the ϐilm festival and this is not too 
hard to believe. My friend has spot-
ted the chief minister of Himachal 
walking around the mall. Since no 
vehicles are allowed in this area, 
one is expected to walk and to ϐind 
the CM get off his VIP car and walk 
around is a nice gesture I think. 

Nearby is the Daulat Singh 
Park which charges Rs.5 for entry 
and only tourists would be foolish 
enough to pay and enter that park. 
Because the whole Ridge is a park 
after all. Also they don’t realize that 
if you climb up the Ridge from mall 
road, you automatically enter the 
park and they only look for tickets 
at the entrance. But this is where 
“professional” photographers sit 
and try to convince you to take 
photos wearing a Himachali dress. 
There are those who refuse and 
those who oblige. The ones ready 
for their photo shoot are usually 
young girls and newly wed honey-
mooning couples ready to pose in 
colorful clothes. 

The most popular landmark of 
Shimla is the Christ Church. It was 
built in 1857 and still looks grand 
from the outside. But it is old and 
the followers of the faith have left 
but, broken stained glass paint-
ings and ϐlickering light bulbs. It is 

open for tourists at 2:30pm but on 
Sundays I try to attend this church 
as its empty pews and torn hymn 
books make you feel sad and old 
(like that old rugged cross). 

There are plenty of bleachers 
outside the church for people to sit. 
And I ϐind this exercise of sitting in 
these benches, not doing anything 
and watching people pass by as 
such a privilege. In today’s day 
and world when we have no time 
for anything, just watching peo-
ple watching people is a welcome 
sight. 

Next to the church is the Hi-
machal state library that is also 
housed in an old “heritage” build-
ing. I especially like its location 
despite being a colonial legacy be-
cause it is accessible to all. 

While the colonial architec-
tures still remain, the takeover by 
contemporary society and its in-
clusivity is what I love about the 
Ridge. If one has found a place to 
sit, a chaiwala will soon make way 
to sell his tea. If a grandfather has 
come out with his grandson, a bal-
loonwala will ϐind them and sell the 
balloon. Young girls in school uni-
forms and college friends all seem 
to have a good time as tourists’ end 
up sitting after a long day’s walk 
around Shimla town. 

There are festivals, sports and 

other activities that happen in the 
Ridge and one can only appreci-
ate how it has created a space for 
everyone. The Ridge has become 
the place to be. It is not just for the 
young and the cool, but the coolies 
and the grandmas all ϐind space in 
the Ridge to socialize, relax, and 
enjoy themselves. 

Public spaces in our country is 
hard to ϐind and Shimla’s Ridge is a 
ϐine example of how we can trans-
form a dark history of exclusivity 
to an inclusive public space. 

[The writer is Fellow, Indian 
Institute of Advanced Study]

The Ridge: From an exclusive 
to an inclusive public space

Chittagong 
port a boon for 
the Northeast: 
Conrad Sangma
S , O  27 (PTI): 
Meghalaya Chief Minis-
ter Conrad K Sangma has 
hailed the decision to 
open the Chittagong port 
in Bangladesh to facilitate 
trade with India’s North-
east.

Sangma said the de-
cision will boost trade in 
the region and Meghalaya 
in particular, which shares 
a very long international 
border with Bangladesh.

This is a big step to-
wards ensuring that we, 
in the Northeasr, have 
port connectivity and ac-
cessibility, Sangma said 
while addressing the 
6th edition of the ‘Young 
Leaders Connect’ here.

“It will reduce trans-
portation cost for goods 
and allow exposure for 
the northeastern states to 
the international markets, 
he said.

The Bangladesh gov-
ernment had earlier 
this month approved a 
draft agreement to allow 
northeastern states of 
India to use Chittagong 
sea port and Mongla riv-
er ports, primarily aimed 
at restoring pre-partition 
logistics for the entire 
northeast region.

Sangma also said that 
increase of trade between 
India, Bangladesh and 
Myanmar is crucial for the 
economic development of 
Meghalaya.

The state shares a 
443-km long Interna-
tional border with Ban-
gladesh and recently the 
Meghalaya government 
has said it will write to the 
Centre to facilitate setting 
up of more import/ex-
port points along the In-
do-Bangladesh border.

The state, rich in nat-
ural resources, also offers 
excellent potential for 
export for agro-horti-
culture products, forest 
products, handloom and 
handicrafts, a senior In-
dustries department ofϐi-
cial told PTI.

Admitting that the 
state suffers from loca-
tional disadvantages, the 
ofϐicial said that poor in-
frastructure and scanty 
information regarding ex-
port potential are the rea-
sons why bilateral trade 
did not pick up as expect-
ed till date.
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Barcelona, Oct 27 
(AFP): Barcelona will 
miss Lionel Messi on 
Sunday - his goals, his 
dribbles, his presence as 
much as anything - but 
the angst will be gone 
with the help of three 
weeks’ rest and a sling.

For the fans that came 
to see him, not the match 
or the teams, but him, the 
disappointment will be 
harder to shake.

This will be the ϐirst 
Clasico without either 
Messi or Cristiano Ronal-
do since December 2007, 
when Julio Baptista’s win-
ner was the difference in 
a 1-0 win for Real Madrid.

There have been 35 
games between them 
since. Messi has lit up 
more than a few - the 
hat-trick in 2007, the 
two free-kicks, and that 
run, leaving ϐive Madrid 
players for dead, Sergio 
Ramos twice.

In a stall on Carrer 
d’Aristides Maillol, lin-
ing the western edge 
of Camp Nou, a vendor 
stands under a collection 
of red and yellow scarves, 
behind him pinned up 
shirts with Messi, 10, on 
their backs.

“We will sell Messi 
shirts here even 20 years 
after he retires,” he says. 
“Nothing will change 

on Sunday.” What does 
a Clasico mean without 
Messi? “No hay”. “There 
isn’t one”.

Which isn’t true of 
course. It was 1902 when 
Barcelona ϐirst appeared 
in Madrid for the semi-ϐi-
nal of the Copa Coron-
acion. There have been 
199 of them without Mes-
si and there will be many 
more after he has gone.

But in this current 
era, this ϐixture, at Camp 
Nou, is about him more 
than anyone else. Every-
one wants to witness 
Messi once, still more on 
the biggest stage.

When he stayed 

down clutching his bro-
ken right arm against 
Sevilla last weekend, it 
was a blow for Barca but 
a blow too for the thou-
sands that thought they 
were eight days away.

More than 8,000 ki-
lometres away in White-
horse, northern Canada, 
Barcelona fan Myles was 
one of those watching. 
He has ‘MESSI’ as his car 
number plate. His six 
years supporting means 
he has only ever known 
the club with Messi in it.

“I consider myself a 
big Barca fan but I have 
a special obsession with 
Messi,” he says.

Myles and his girl-
friend paid 500 euros 
each for tickets to this 
Clasico. Their 19-hour 
ϐlights, each way, cost a 
combined 1600 Canadi-
an dollars.

“To say I was shell-
shocked when he got 
injured is an understate-
ment,” Myles says. It is 
not about the money. 

“In a scenario where 
it was guaranteed Messi 
would play I would have 
paid north of 2000 dol-
lars for tickets.” 

The sense of time 
running out increases 
the stakes for these far-
away fans. Messi turned 

31 in June and this next 
meeting is a sneak peak 
into the future. Not long 
away, supporters will 
wonder if every Clasico 
could be his last.

Lucas is from Texas, 
celebrating his 10-year 
wedding anniversary in 
Spain. He will go alone to 
the Camp Nou on Sunday, 
where he has shelled out 
1400 USD on a VIP ticket.

“I knew it was a once 
in a lifetime opportunity 
for me,” Lucas said. 

“I thought it could be 
my ϐirst, and likely only 
time, watching Messi play.” 

There are the fami-
ly connections too, like 
Marta and her brother 
Javier, who have ϐlown 
over from Tenerife, and 
have been Barcelona fans 
since they were children.

“We support Barca 
but we love Messi,” Marta 
said. “Our hope has al-
ways been to see Barca at 
the Camp Nou but even 
more exciting was to see 
the best player in history. 
The injury against Sevilla 
left us so disappointed.” 

And those that came 
out of national pride like 
Laucha, who has travelled 
from Viedma in Argentina. 

“I am a Boca Juniors 
fan and the expense was 
considerable, but Messi 
is Messi,” she said. 

“This opportunity 
will probably not come 
again for me. It hurts in 
the depths of my soul.” 

Samantha from En-
gland, whose husband 
is taking their fanatical 
eight-year-old son as a 
birthday present, would 
even accept a sighting. 
“Perhaps he could still 
walk around the pitch 
and wave,” she says.

There is no other 
footballer that attracts 
so much adulation so far 
around the globe as Messi.

As the biggest teams 
are increasingly watched 
more on screens than 
from stands, by support-
ers with no tangible link 
to their cities, the most 
recognisable players are 
becoming just as iconic 
as their clubs.

When one website 
advertised tickets on 
Twitter for last week-
end’s game between Bar-
ca and Sevilla, the bait 
was catching Messi in 
full ϐlow. “Sevilla are one 
of #Messi’s favourite vic-
tims,” it read.

Madrid are too. He 
has 26 goals in 38 games 
against them, but not on 
Sunday. For his oppo-
nents, relief. For some 
of his fans, regret, and 
the hope the chance will 
come round again.

P , O  27 (PTI): 
Olympic medallist PV 
Sindhu and Kidambi 
Srikanth crashed out in 
the quarterϐinals of the 
French Open after suf-
fering straight-game de-
feats in their respective 
matches as India’s cam-
paign ended in the sin-
gles events at the BWF 
World Tour Super 750 
tournament here.

Third seed Sindhu 
looked a pale shadow of 
herself as she lost 13-
21 16-21 in 40 minutes 
against seventh seed He 
Bingjiao of China on Fri-
day night.

It was Sindhu’s sec-
ond consecutive loss at 
the hands of the Chinese 
shuttler this year after 
her straight-game de-
feat in Indonesia Open 
in July. By virtue of this 
win, Bingjiao extended 
her head-to-head record 
to 7-5 against the Indian.

Earlier in the day, 
Saina Nehwal yet again 
failed to crack the code 
of top seed Tai Tzu Ying 
of Chinese Taipei, losing 
20-22 11-21 in another 
quarterϐinal encounter.

To make matters 

worse for India, ϐifth 
seed Srikanth gave a 
good account of himself 
but eventually lost steam 
against top seed Kento 
Momota of Japan.

Srikanth fought hard 
in both the games but 
failed to reach the ϐin-
ishing line, losing 16-21 
19-21 to slump to his 
seventh consecutive and 
ϐifth straight loss this 
year against the Japanese 
opponent.

Srikanth’s last defeat 
against Momota came 
in the semi-ϐinals of the 
Denmark Open last week.

But there was some 
good news for India in 
the men’s doubles event 
as the unseeded pair of 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 
and Chirag Shetty pro-
gressed to the semi-ϐinals 
after getting the better of 
compatriots Manu Attri 
and B Sumeeth Reddy 
21-17 21-11.

But a herculean task 
awaits the duo in the last 
four round as they are up 
against top seeds Marcus 
Fernaldi Gideon and Kev-
in Sanjaya Sukamuljo of 
Indonesia.

KUSHAN SARKAR
N  D , O  27 
(PTI): Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni has written his 
own script all these years 
but omission from India’s 
T20 squad may force him 
to venture into unchar-
tered terrains moving 
into the 2019 World Cup 
in England.

While the 37-year-
old is known to keep his 
cards close to his chest, 
but it seems that the ODI 
World Cup might just 
be the last time that this 
once-in-a-generation play-
er dons the India blues.

The national selection 
committee has shown 
ϐirst signs of phasing him 
out from one of the two 
limited-overs formats 
and T20 certainly seems 
to be more convenient 
for the ϐive wise men.

“It’s a given that Dho-
ni won’t be around when 
next ICC World T20 hap-
pens in Australia in 2020. 
So, there wasn’t any point 
continuing with him if he 
will not play World T20,” 

a senior BCCI ofϐicial 
privy to selection policy 
told PTI on Saturday.

“Obviously, the selec-
tors and team manage-
ment had a good deliber-
ation on this issue. Both 
Virat Kohli and Rohit 
Sharma were present at 
the selection committee 
meeting.

“You think selectors 
could have gone ahead 
without their approval?” 

the ofϐicial said.
In the year 2018, 

Dhoni played seven T20 
Internationals with an 
unbeaten 52 off 28 balls 
against South Africa be-
ing the highlight.

If that inning is taken 
out, Dhoni has scored 71 
runs off 51 balls in the re-
maining six matches that 
he has played.

It’s no secret that 
Dhoni is the ϐirst choice 

wicketkeeper for the En-
gland World Cup but a lot 
will depend on how he 
performs in the last three 
ODIs against West Indies.

More so because he 
will again be out of match 
practice for the next two 
months till India play 
their next lot of ODIs 
from January to March.

The chairman of se-
lectors MSK Prasad spoke 
about looking at a second 

choice keeper and the 
ϐlamboyant Rishabh Pant 
has already earned the 
vote of conϐidence from 
the team management.

That precisely is the 
reason why selectors 
could risk dropping Dhoni 
from the shortest format.

But what would hap-
pen if Dhoni’s bat fails to 
talk for him in the coming 
matches is the question 
that is doing the rounds.

Once the West Indies 
series gets over, Dhoni 
will not even get to play 
domestic 50-over match-
es with both Deodhar 
and Vijay Hazare Trophy 
getting over.

“If Pant plays well 
and Dhoni’s inconsistent 
run continues, would you 
still call him a certainty 
for World Cup? On what 
basis?” questioned a for-
mer India player.

“The lack of game 
time has been pretty ev-
ident this year. I don’t 
know maybe he is think-
ing that from January till 
World Cup, he will be 

playing a lot of games in-
cluding IPL for CSK and 
he doesn’t need practice,” 
the former international 
added.

For someone, who 
has been ϐiercely guard-
ed and at times even dif-
ϐicult to contact, it is difϐi-
cult to gauge his mind.

Dhoni’s major deci-
sions, retiring from Tests 
or quitting limited-overs 
captaincy may look in-
stinctive but those who 
have seen him closely 
know how much thought 
process goes into it.

While the World Cup, 
in all likelihood, will be 
his swansong, no one 
can quite forget the stun-
ning manner in which he 
called time on his Test ca-
reer -- in the middle of a 
series, after a customary 
press conference where 
he didn’t even drop a 
hint, through a short 
BCCI press release.

With Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni, nothing can be 
ruled out.

‘It hurts in the depths of my soul’ - Messi 
absence a disaster for his fanatical fans

Sindhu, Srikanth 
crash out in French 

Open quarters

The tricky road ahead for Dhoni till 2019 World Cup 

S , O  27 (AFP): 
Aaron Finch was named 
Australia’s new One-Day 
captain Saturday ahead 
of their upcoming series 
against South Africa, 
with Test skipper Tim 
Paine and his deputy 
Mitch Marsh axed.

The explosive bats-
man is already in charge 
of the Twenty20 team 
and takes over from Paine 
who averaged just 7.2 in 
Australia’s 5-0 ODI series 
rout by England in June.

Spin veteran Nathan 
Lyon was another nota-
ble omission, although 
Shaun Marsh kept his 
place despite a dire re-
cent Test series against 
Pakistan in the United 
Arab Emirates.

Alex Carey and Josh 
Hazlewood were ap-

pointed joint vice-cap-
tains in a 14-man squad 
that sees the return of 
fast bowlers Mitchell 
Starc and Pat Cummins.

“It’s very exciting. I’m 
very humbled, very hon-
oured to lead the side 
and lead Australia,” Finch 
said, welcoming having a 
bowler as his deputy.

“I think it’s really im-
portant to have the voice 
of the bowlers there as 
well... a lot of the time 
batters are in leadership 
roles and bowlers are ne-
glected in terms of that 
and it’s almost an ‘us ver-
sus them’ at times.” 

National selector 
Trevor Hohns said the 
leadership decisions 
were based on presenta-
tions the players made, 
their vision for Austra-

lian cricket and their ac-
tions on and off the ϐield.

“We expect Aaron, 
Josh and Alex to lead the 
side through a big Austra-
lian summer... they’ll also 
be driving our standards 
and values as we prepare 
our defence of the World 
Cup, which is only seven 
months away,” he said.

“We believe the 
squad we have selected 
will give us a great op-
portunity to not only be 
competitive at home this 
summer, but it also al-
lows us to start to build 
continuity leading into 
next year’s tournament.” 

Finch, Marsh, Travis 
Head and Glenn Maxwell 
spearhead the batting 
while big-hitting Chris 
Lynn has been recalled, 
with Carey taking over 

the wicketkeeping duties 
from Paine.

“Alex Carey will pull 
on the gloves full-time 
to allow Tim Paine to fo-
cus purely on captaining 
the Test team, which in-
cludes preparing for next 
year’s Ashes,” said Hohns 
in explaining why Paine 
was dropped.

“Alex provides us with 
another strong batting op-
tion, as he displayed in last 
year’s Big Bash, and he’s 
a wonderful young leader 
to have around the group 
and out in the ϐield.” 

Two spin bowlers 
were included in the ab-
sence of Lyon -- Ashton 
Agar and Adam Zampa.

Despite Lyon and 
Mitch Marsh being 
dropped, Hohns suggest-
ed the door was not shut 

for their return leading 
into the World Cup next 
year.

“We have made the 
decision to manage Mitch 
Marsh and Nathan Lyon 
carefully to ensure they 
are in the best condi-
tion possible to put their 
hand up for selection ei-
ther later in the summer 
or for the World Cup next 
year,” he said.

“No doubt with a big 
summer program ahead 
opportunities may well 
present themselves for 
Andrew (Tye), Mitch and 
Nathan, as well as oth-
ers not included in this 
squad.” 

Australia play three 
one-dayers against South 
Africa starting in Perth 
on November 4.

Paine axed with Finch named 
Australia’s new ODI skipper

N  D , O  27 
(PTI): Avoiding outdoor 
exercises and minimal 
use of private vehicles 
are some of the measures 
the CPCB-led task force 
has suggested for imple-
mentation in Delhi-NCR 
during the ϐirst 10 days of 
November as the air qual-
ity is likely to deteriorate 
further owing to localised 
emissions around festi-
vals and stubble burning 
in neighbouring states.

The Central Pollution 
Control Board’s task force 
also recommended clo-
sure of all construction 
activities that generate 
dust pollution between 
November 1 and 10.

In a meeting with 
representatives from En-
vironment Ministry, IMD, 
Uttar Pradesh Pollution 
Control Board, Haryana 
Pollution Control Board 
and Delhi Pollution Con-
trol Board Friday, the task 
force apprised the mem-
bers on the levels of air 
pollution in Delhi-NCR 
showing an upward trend.

Siddharth Singh, a 
representative from the 
India Meteorological De-
partment, said Delhi’s air 
quality, which has dete-
riorated to the very poor 
level, would continue to 
remain in that category 
for a few days.

The task force said 
that at the beginning of 
November the situation 
may further deteriorate 
on account of localised 
emissions during festivals 
and regional contribution 
due to stubble burning.

In view of this and 
considering previous 
years’ experience, the 

task force recommended 
a few additional mea-
sures as proactive steps 
to deal with the situation 
for consideration by the 
Supreme Court-appoint-
ed Environment Pollu-
tion Control Authority.

It has recommended 
avoiding outdoor strenu-
ous exercises, minimal use 
of private vehicles to re-
duce exposure to toxic air.

Other measures in-
cluded shut down of coal 
and biomass based in-
dustries (excluding ther-
mal and waste-to-energy 
plants) from November 
4 to 10, intensiϐication 
of efforts by transport 
department to check pol-
luting vehicles and con-
trolling trafϐic congestion 
in Delhi-NCR between 
November 1 and 10, ac-
cording to the minutes of 
the meeting.

The task force also rec-
ommended efforts to pro-
vide uninterrupted power 
supply in NCR areas to avoid 
requirement of operating 
diesel generator (DG) sets. 

D Saha, former air 
quality chief at CPCB, 
said meteorological fac-
tors like wind speed, 
solar direction and tem-
perature are mostly re-
sponsible for increasing 
pollution levels in the 
city.

“If these factors come 
under control, the air 
quality automatically im-
proves,” he said.

The measures recom-
mended by the task force 
are only preventive steps 
and not to create panic as 
the air pollution in Delhi is 
governed by meteorologi-
cal conditions, he said.

Delhites advised to avoid 
outdoor activities, minimize 

use of pvt vehicles
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DrawTime 5:10 PM 5:25 PM 5:40 PM 5:55 PM 6:10 PM 6:25 PM 6:40 PM
1st Prize : Rs.10000/- K85 1525 H35 2377 L73 2044 C35 2469 B90 2418 B90 2427 B38 2267
2nd Prize : Rs.3000/- K15 1235 J90 2099 H58 2064 K25 1541 E05 2556 K10 2244 G67 1078
3rd Prize : Rs.1500/- E68 2054 C22 2408 D08 2740 K55 2872 K90 2515 E15 2987 H02 1809

4th Prize : Rs.140/-
(Common to all Series)

1052 1185 1253 1270 1285
1445 1503 1518 1519 1635
1789 1831 1870 2074 2246
2341 2540 2621 2826 2963

1232 1248 1309 1357 1472
1645 1674 1763 2006 2026
2176 2225 2261 2280 2320
2336 2341 2404 2483 2958

1034 1472 1574 1629 1654
1671 1833 1959 2140 2165
2318 2440 2447 2548 2632
2706 2785 2817 2940 2953

1146 1157 1482 1550 1556
1694 1719 1798 1865 1891
1962 1982 2155 2209 2242
2336 2468 2540 2744 2750

1027 1299 1311 1411 1475
1622 1752 1985 1993 2223
2262 2269 2347 2490 2564
2627 2708 2777 2947 2967

1046 1082 1614 1639 1706
1754 1781 1981 1993 2116
2222 2373 2393 2554 2594
2608 2676 2705 2859 2900

1130 1196 1271 1300 1347
1388 1507 1516 1640 1666
1886 2019 2030 2147 2302
2345 2505 2543 2742 2881

DrawTime 6:55 PM 7:10 PM 7:25 PM 7:40 PM 7:55 PM 8:10 PM 8:25 PM
1st Prize : Rs.10000/- K48 2764 G79 1852 C57 1437 J83 2168 C77 1859 G38 1163 K27 1654
2nd Prize : Rs.3000/- B11 1601 B49 2775 H06 1154 C16 2107 L11 1980 H84 1825 D33 1593
3rd Prize : Rs.1500/- B04 2342 L26 2625 L46 2887 G79 2195 E80 1301 H61 2199 C86 1763

4th Prize : Rs.140/-
(Common to all Series)

1115 1121 1169 1213 1288
1303 1592 1684 1751 1793
1894 1901 2237 2458 2534
2561 2679 2823 2915 2930

1050 1070 1304 1487 1492
1559 1841 1868 1869 1929
1966 1984 2004 2269 2409
2419 2421 2789 2830 2998

1047 1114 1348 1401 1451
1740 1744 1829 1861 1906
2074 2076 2179 2195 2239
2483 2848 2862 2873 2963

1024 1056 1074 1254 1324
1367 1398 1718 1917 1983
2037 2174 2441 2445 2659
2662 2677 2803 2828 2999

1130 1173 1362 1473 1491
1618 1668 1753 1861 1897
1928 2235 2293 2318 2360
2369 2370 2541 2923 2988

1106 1280 1528 1598 1614
1698 1708 1892 2078 2165
2204 2219 2288 2488 2489
2548 2563 2838 2887 2964

1044 1069 1384 1481 1504
1515 1528 1756 1863 1924
2065 2284 2387 2421 2449
2615 2658 2776 2823 2907

DrawTime 8:40 PM 8:55 PM 9:10 PM 9:25 PM 9:40 PM
1st Prize : Rs.10000/- G04 2878 H99 1089 C06 2620 E49 1961 C88 1441
2nd Prize : Rs.3000/- D31 1141 C18 1360 G90 2364 C83 1977 K79 1406
3rd Prize : Rs.1500/- E32 1084 B54 2053 G95 2227 K33 1484 E11 2206

4th Prize : Rs.140/-
(Common to all Series)

1014 1025 1036 1176 1206
1285 1391 1642 1717 1865
2324 2472 2582 2586 2627
2639 2729 2856 2879 2984

1038 1336 1362 1794 1856
1913 1942 1951 1970 2036
2227 2291 2320 2607 2617
2780 2806 2814 2906 2915

1031 1107 1139 1161 1181
1298 1306 1426 1524 1570
1725 1941 2170 2238 2440
2453 2463 2848 2951 2969

1160 1167 1230 1393 1503
1932 2057 2065 2101 2306
2326 2389 2489 2536 2539
2656 2721 2816 2925 2943

1060 1215 1264 1271 1633
1749 1789 1883 1906 1921
1962 1983 2186 2320 2434
2448 2464 2542 2548 2901

RESULT FOR BODOLAND LOTTERIES  DRAW DATE - 26-10-2018

01 03 09 13 20
23 31 34 35 36
40 46 48 50 51
54 56 65 69 70

03 08 09 14 15
16 22 25 30 32
33 38 40 49 50
53 54 58 64 80

02 04 06 14 19
20 21 24 25 27
43 46 48 50 51
53 64 74 78 79

8:30:00 PM

9:30:00 PM
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RESULTS OF
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DRAW DATE
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7:30:00 PM

          LABHLAXMI VIRGO           MUMBAILAXMI RAJA
          Draw No:14 DrawDate on:27/10/18           Draw No:38 DrawDate on:27/10/18

          1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 2512           1st Prize Rs.10,000/- 1156 2nd Prize Rs.2,000/- 4205
          2nd Prize Rs.1,000/- 1562 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 6483           3rd Prize Rs. 1,000/- 4051 4th Prize Rs.  505/- 1980
          4th Prize Rs.300/- 1331 5th Prize Rs.  205/- 2655           5th Prize Rs.200/-
          6th Prize Rs.100/-           1014 1044 1051 1078 1117 1151 1213 1216 1217 1260
          1000 1077 1080 1107 1157 1175 1271 1276 1316 1337           1292 1305 1558 1573 1611 1724 1785 1827 1874 1917
          1347 1351 1357 1362 1368 1389 1393 1447 1459 1467           1933 1973 1997 2127 2129 2141 2230 2310 2618 2627
          1488 1557 1566 1570 1683 1694 1721 1739 1751 1864           2661 2696 2716 2816 2831 2932 2936 2982 3143 3184
          1872 1890 1903 1906 1915 1945 1977 1996 2003 2032           3207 3252 3280 3298 3310 3497 3646 3667 3673 3681
          2068 2098 2133 2171 2201 2282 2320 2321 2334 2353           3720 3721 3800 3817 3872 3912 3955 3956 4081 4091
          2364 2372 2393 2420 2495 2500 2533 2550 2595 2601           4105 4359 4381 4417 4444 4445 4493 4505 4510 4511
          2617 2686 2708 2743 2755 2769 2778 2787 2804 2821           4550 4583 4629 4641 4752 4787 4829 4942 4991 5177
          2868 2873 2877 2901 2906 2969 2978 2985 2996 2997           5183 5202 5285 5287 5290 5297 5329 5373 5375 5568
          2998 3000 3018 3021 3037 3051 3099 3139 3157 3161           5575 5591 5598 5684 5758 5765 5776 5857 5926 5968
          3218 3232 3288 3301 3335 3351 3362 3374 3385 3390           6th Prize Rs.100/-
          3392 3456 3474 3475 3535 3560 3572 3624 3627 3631           1000 1038 1068 1069 1115 1163 1175 1304 1363 1402
          3642 3649 3697 3736 3777 3778 3802 3827 3840 3847           1404 1411 1460 1475 1518 1525 1563 1564 1624 1635
          3850 3882 3899 3965 3992 4091 4120 4140 4143 4198           1650 1653 1718 1757 1760 1763 1782 1811 1826 1828
          4248 4351 4362 4376 4390 4417 4434 4458 4461 4490           1832 1844 1845 1895 1902 1914 1919 1987 2019 2033
          4491 4535 4539 4541 4615 4626 4658 4704 4734 4747           2110 2113 2115 2118 2143 2168 2175 2214 2283 2333
          4765 4779 4813 4817 4826 4859 4928 4935 5002 5017           2355 2440 2463 2465 2479 2499 2533 2562 2603 2629
          5027 5096 5130 5263 5287 5289 5296 5310 5346 5385           2644 2645 2654 2666 2685 2692 2693 2694 2729 2751
          5408 5418 5427 5504 5511 5518 5550 5592 5606 5634           2756 2800 2825 2850 2868 2906 2925 2935 2960 3010
          5662 5676 5681 5693 5694 5716 5722 5742 5760 5768           3017 3027 3053 3095 3131 3135 3162 3190 3241 3244
          5807 5819 5820 5833 5863 5929 5946 5958 5996 6041           3255 3263 3269 3277 3293 3312 3394 3545 3613 3629
          6082 6089 6091 6126 6173 6175 6218 6243 6310 6318           3634 3637 3662 3665 3712 3731 3758 3791 3826 3833
          6361 6364 6426 6434 6478 6502 6513 6519 6520 6533           3852 3855 3899 3999 4015 4025 4099 4124 4127 4137
          6584 6597 6606 6670 6674 6689 6692 6754 6782 6796           4157 4179 4183 4188 4231 4282 4283 4355 4361 4464
          6797 6802 6825 6878 6887 6893 6905 6957 6982 6987           4467 4487 4544 4601 4671 4673 4675 4720 4802 4808

          4826 4828 4834 4848 4855 4876 4883 4958 4972 5001
Issued by:           5071 5073 5092 5093 5121 5147 5152 5180 5182 5192
The Commissioner           5197 5211 5279 5292 5311 5315 5330 5338 5340 5358
ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES,ITANAGAR           5368 5382 5386 5389 5407 5410 5411 5436 5452 5467
Please visit : www.arunachallotteries.com           5491 5595 5603 5619 5650 5652 5661 5674 5689 5768

          5772 5795 5820 5877 5879 5897 5915 5922 5934 5936

          ARUNACHAL PRADESH STATE LOTTERIES

DEAR GENTLE MORNING DEAR PRIZED DEAR OSTRICH EVENING
Draw Time : 11:55 am onwards Draw Time : 04:00 pm onwards Draw Time : 08:00 pm onwards

Draw No:47 DrawDate on:27/10/18 Draw No:47 DrawDate on:27/10/18 Draw No:5 DrawDate on:27/10/18
1st Prize Rs.26.05 Lakhs/- 79E 89128 1st Prize Rs.26.05 Lakhs/- 86K 51211 1st Prize Rs.26.05 Lakhs/- 84G 16164

Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 89128 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 51211 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS) Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 16164 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/- 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
01074 03538 12858 22178 27804 07119 14896 26984 34102 41204 02002 02652 53843 71313 72814
39120 43763 65331 89587 95210 44059 56894 80769 88816 98372 80165 91059 91680 91729 93992
3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0614 0639 1003 1481 4059 4791 5590 6449 6768 7703 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0762 1156 1558 4130 4589 4851 4942 5357 5740 8559 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0914 1970 3272 3665 5036 6039 7222 8344 8737 9761
4th Prize Rs.250/- 0459 2497 2712 3576 4285 5867 6568 9031 9838 9888 4th Prize Rs.250/- 1323 2586 3975 5486 6807 7090 7540 7758 8945 9991 4th Prize Rs.250/- 0988 1069 3005 3338 4276 4678 5696 6923 8152 9873
5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/- 5th Prize Rs.120/-
0006 0151 0287 0294 0449 0524 0544 0608 0730 0737 0042 0054 0242 0278 0441 0654 0996 1337 1394 1869 0164 0350 0669 0693 0711 0726 0909 0915 0982 1038
0831 0915 0979 1037 1062 1170 1214 1219 1234 1557 1992 2036 2076 2094 2097 2149 2157 2198 2273 2284 1113 1344 1352 1380 1462 1627 1686 1749 1795 1805
1573 1770 1771 1778 1988 2037 2187 2330 2586 2809 2470 2616 2694 2706 2737 2798 2815 2882 2932 3408 1815 1842 1879 1994 2073 2173 2229 2603 2623 2746
2895 3006 3065 3093 3196 3228 3261 3331 3444 3484 3422 3478 3601 3784 3839 4038 4203 4295 4345 4375 2793 3033 3055 3193 3226 3474 3560 3654 3749 3924
3524 3746 4032 4224 4228 4335 4363 4575 4775 4817 4422 4648 4776 4814 4858 5041 5205 5274 5320 5397 3971 3987 4379 4434 4480 4521 4555 4670 4773 4996
4899 5089 5185 5401 5440 5653 5778 5861 6140 6236 5495 5596 5685 5751 5964 6190 6283 6323 6377 6389 5001 5003 5090 5167 5187 5490 5534 5681 5694 5723
6374 6404 6421 6440 6488 6545 6546 6674 6743 6901 6505 6592 6634 6639 6870 7045 7085 7120 7139 7177 6080 6113 6329 6336 6577 6591 6643 6753 6801 7042
7193 7221 7255 7332 7475 7491 7517 7604 7709 7775 7293 7338 7342 7377 7601 7682 7689 7716 7927 8368 7078 7190 7387 7442 7454 7554 7639 7701 7706 7984
7965 7983 8040 8075 8183 8222 8298 8347 8856 9079 8441 8622 8632 8645 8654 8668 8777 9184 9241 9295 8067 8100 8200 8350 8357 8377 8488 8684 8723 8731
9163 9441 9512 9704 9716 9733 9747 9856 9949 9984 9350 9353 9359 9391 9403 9465 9470 9601 9688 9837 8748 8917 8927 8931 8973 9126 9304 9325 9933 9985
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KINDLY     CHECK   THE    RESULT    WITH    THE    OFFICIAL   GAZETTE

KJM VARMA
B , O  27 (PTI): 
The 21st round of In-
dia-China border talks led 
by National Security Ad-
visor Ajit Doval and Chi-
nese State Councillor and 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
will be held in China next 
month, informed sources 
said here.

Both Doval and Wang 
are designated Special 
Representatives for the 
border talks scheduled 
for November 23-25.

This will be the ϐirst 
round of talks for Wang 
who earlier this year 

succeeded Yang Jiechi as 
state councillor in a re-
shufϐle.

While the dates have 
been ϐinalised, the venue 
for the talks, which are 
expected to held outside 
Beijing, is yet to be ϐinal-
ised, the sources told PTI.

Special Representa-
tives’ talks are regarded 
as highly signiϐicant by 
both countries as they 
cover all aspects of bi-
lateral relations besides 
making efforts to resolve 
the border dispute.

The India-China bor-
der dispute covers the 

3,488 km Line of Actu-
al Control (LAC). China 
also claims Arunachal 
Pradesh as part of south-
ern Tibet.

Ofϐicials on both sides 
maintain that though a 
solution to the border 
dispute still eludes the 
two countries, a lot of 
headway has been made 
in the 20 rounds of talks 
so far in terms of work-
ing out mechanisms to 
restore peace and tran-
quillity along the border 
to resolve tensions due 
to aggressive patrolling 
by troops.

The last round of talks 
which was held in New 
Delhi between Doval and 
Yang took place in the 
immediate backdrop of 
last year’s 73-day stand-
off between the two mil-
itaries at Dokalam over 
the Chinese military’s 
plan to build a road close 
to India’s strategic Chick-
en’s Neck corridor that 
connects the northeast-
ern states.

The standoff ended 
after the People’s Liber-
ation Army(PLA) halted 
plans to build the road.

The meeting between 

Doval and Yang also pre-
pared the ground for 
the informal summit be-
tween Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Pres-
ident Xi Jinping at Wuhan 
in April this year, which 
resulted not only in nor-
malisation of relations 
but gave a new ϐillip to 
the improvement of rela-
tions in all spheres of re-
lations notwithstanding 
the border dispute.

Since then both coun-
tries have held several 
rounds of talks to en-
hance India’s exports to 
China to reduce the USD 

51 billion trade deϐicit 
as well as improving 
military-to-military rela-
tions.

Indian Ambassador 
to China Gautam Bam-
bawale said last month 
at a meeting here that 
India-China military ex-
changes grew rapidly af-
ter the Wuhan summit.

Since then military 
commanders from both 
sides are now talking to 
each other more frankly 
and more candidly than 
ever before, he said.

Chinese Defence Min-
ister Gen Wei Fenghe had 

visited India in August, 
met Modi and held talks 
with his Indian counter-
part Nirmala Sitharaman.

The Chinese defence 
ministry said after Wei’s 
visit that both countries 
are discussing a new ver-
sion of a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on 
defence exchanges and 
cooperation to improve 
on the 2006 agreement 
besides establishing a 
direct conϐidential phone 
line between the two 
defence ministries and 
strengthening communi-
cations at all levels.

C , O  27 (PTI): Sri 
Lankan President Maithripala 
Sirisena on Saturday suspend-
ed parliament till November 
16 after sacked Prime Minister 
Ranil Wickremesinghe sought 
an emergency session to prove 
his majority, deepening the po-
litical crisis in the island nation.

Sirisena’s move is seen 
as an effort to allow former 
strongman Mahinda Rajapak-
sa to buy more time to seek 
majority in parliament.

Parliamentary ofϐicials said 
the president prorogued the 
house till November 16. The 
parliament was earlier due to 
meet on November 5 to unveil 
the 2019 annual budget.

Rajapaksa and Sirisena 
combine has only 95 seats and 
is short of a simple majority in 
the 225-member house. Wick-
remesinghe’s United National 
Party (UNP) has 106 seats on 
its own with just seven short 
of the majority.

The UNP claimed that Presi-

dent Sirisena sought to prorogue 
the parliament as 72-year-old 
Rajapaksa did not command a 
majority in the House.

Wickremesinghe had ear-
lier in the day in a letter to 
Speaker Karu Jayasuriya de-
manded an emergency ses-
sion to prove his majority in 
parliament.

Wickremesinghe has been 
asserting that the swearing in 
of Rajapaksa in his place is “il-
legal and unconstitutional”. 

Addressing the media 
along with his constituent par-
ty leaders, the UNP leader said, 
This is a created crisis, there is 
no need for this crisis. The peo-
ple must not suffer because of 
this at a difϐicult time for them.” 

He said the crisis could be 
resolved with no difϐiculty if 
the parliament was convened. 
I can prove majority on the 
ϐloor of the House,” Wickrem-
esinghe said.

Sirisena formalised the 
sacking of his former ally by 

issuing two extraordinary ga-
zette notices. 

First notice was on Wick-
remesinghe being removed as 
prime minister and the other 
on the appointment of Ra-
japaska as the new premier.

Sirisena also ordered the 
removal of Prime Minister’s 
Secretary Saman Ekanayake.

The prime minister’s sec-
retary has been removed ac-
cording to the powers vested 
with the president as the ap-
pointing authority.

Responding to Sirisena in 
writing, Wickremesinghe said 
he is still the “constitutionally 
appointed Prime Minister” of 
Sri Lanka.

“I write to inform you that 
I am the constitutionally ap-
pointed Prime Minister of the 
Democratic Socialist Republic 
of Sri Lanka and continue in 
that ofϐice and that I command 
the conϐidence of Parliament 
as contemplated in article 
42(4) of the constitution, he 

said in letter.
Speaker Jayasuriya would 

now have to decide if he rec-
ognised Rajapaksa or Wickrem-
esinghe as the prime minister.

The Joint Opposition group 
of Rajapaksa backers claimed 
that the controversial strong-
man has a clear majority.

Prof GL Peiris of the JO 
frontliner said the unity gov-
ernment of Sirisena and Wick-
remesinghe ceased to exist the 
moment Sirisena’s party, Unit-
ed People’s Freedom Alliance 
(UPFA), announced that it had 
withdrawn from it. 

“So there is no cabinet 
from that moment. When the 
unity government arrange-
ment ended the cabinet needs 
to be pruned under 30 mem-
bers,” he said.

He said when the cabinet 
stands dissolved the prime 
minister will have to be either 
removed or resign himself.

Peiris said parliament 
has been suspended to allow 

time for Rajapaksa as the new 
prime minster to present a 
vote of account in parliament 
instead of the 2019 budget 
scheduled for November 5. 

“This will provide resourc-
es to govern the country for 
three months,” Peiris said.

Meanwhile, Rauff Hakeem 
the leader of the Sri Lanka 
Muslim Congress said his par-
ty would ϐirmly back Wick-
remesinghe. 

Two other constituent par-
ty leaders from minority Tam-
il and Muslim parties, Mano 
Ganesan, Palani Digambaram 
and Rishath Bathiyutheen also 
said they would be ϐirmly in 
support of Wickremesinghe 
and called Sirisena’s move to 
sack Wickremesinghe as ille-
gal and unconstitutional. 

Sirisena’s sacking of Wick-
remesinghe was the culmina-
tion of an year of bitter rela-
tions between them on several 
policy matters. The president 
has been critical of the prime 

Minister and his policies, es-
pecially on economy and se-
curity.

In April, Wickremesing-
he successfully defeated a no 
trust motion in parliament 
engineered by Sirisena with 
backing from Rajapaksa.

The UNP, however, suf-
fered one defection after Ra-
japaksa was sworn in with 
Ananda Aluthgamage meeting 
the former president and ex-
tending him support.

The political develop-
ments unfolded after Siris-
ena’s broader political front 
UPFA announced that it has 
decided to quit the current 
unity government with Wick-
remesinghe’s UNP.

The unity government was 
formed in 2015 when Sirisena 
was elected President with 
Wickremesinghe’s support, 
ending a nearly decade-long 
rule by Rajapaksa.

Rajapaksa’s return to pow-
er ends a more than three-

year-old coalition government 
that was formed by Sirisena 
and Wickremesinghe on a 
promise to combat corruption 
and ϐinancial irregularities.

The unity government was 
thrown into a crisis after Ra-
japaksa’s new party pulled off 
a stunning victory in local elec-
tions in February seen as a ref-
erendum on the ruling alliance.

Sri Lanka nearly faced 
economic sanctions from the 
West over Rajapakse’s brutal 
military crackdown on the 
banned Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

The LTTE sought a sepa-
rate Tamil homeland in the 
northern and eastern provinc-
es of the island nation for near-
ly 30 years before its collapse 
in 2009 after the Sri Lankan 
Army killed its supreme lead-
er Velupillai Prabhakaran.

Rajapaksa and his family 
are facing several cases of cor-
ruption and ϐinancial irregu-
larities.

Sirisena suspends parliament till Nov 16 as political crisis deepens in Lanka

Khashoggi 
killers ‘will be 
prosecuted in 
Saudi Arabia’: 
Saudi FM
M , O  27 (AFP): 
Saudi Arabia will prose-
cute the suspects in the 
killing of journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi, Riyadh’s for-
eign minister said Satur-
day in response to a call 
by Turkey for their extra-
dition.

“On the issue of extra-
dition, the individuals are 
Saudi nationals. They’re 
detained in Saudi Ara-
bia, and the investigation 
is in Saudi Arabia, and 
they will be prosecuted 
in Saudi Arabia,” Foreign 
Minister Adel al-Jubeir 
said at a regional defence 
forum in the Bahraini 
capital.

Jubeir’s comments 
come the day after Turk-
ish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan called 
for the extradition of 18 
Saudi nationals authori-
ties say were involved in 
the murder of Khashoggi, 
a Saudi government crit-
ic killed in his country’s 
consulate in Istanbul this 
month.

After denying knowl-
edge of Khashoggi’s 
whereabouts for nearly 
three weeks, Riyadh ad-
mitted Khashoggi’s mur-
der had been “premed-
itated” but denied the 
involvement of the king-
dom’s powerful Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman.

“We will overcome it,” 
Jubeir told the defence 
forum.

“The issue, as I said, 
is being investigated. We 
will know the truth. We 
will hold those responsi-
ble accountable. And we 
will put in place mecha-
nisms to ensure it doesn’t 
happen again.” 

Once an insider 
in Saudi royal circles, 
Khashoggi fell out of fa-
vour with the monarchy 
after Mohammed bin Sal-
man was named heir to 
the throne last year.

The columnist went 
into self-imposed exile in 
the United States, where 
he wrote a column for 
The Washington Post, 
which was often critical 
of the crown prince.

Khashoggi was least 
seen entering the Saudi 
consulate in Istanbul on 
October 2 to complete 
paperwork for his wed-
ding to his Turkish ϐian-
cee, Hatice Cengiz.

She has demanded 
punishment of everyone 
involved in his murder 
“from the highest to the 
lowest levels.”

21st round of India-China border talks to be held next month

LALIT K JHA
W , O  27 
(PTI): US President Don-
ald Trump on Friday 
called for ending the “pol-
itics of personal destruc-
tion” as he accused the 
media of using “sinister 
actions of one individual” 
to score political points 
against him and his party.

Trump’s comments at 
an election rally in North 
Carolina came hours af-
ter police apprehended 
a 56-year-old man from 
Florida on charges of 
sending package bombs 
to at least 10 present 
and former high-level 
government ofϐicials in-
cluding former president 
Barack Obama, former 
vice president Joe Biden 
and former secretary of 
state Hillary Clinton.

Trump asserted that 
he “will do everything” 
to stop political violance 
and said media has a ma-
jor role to play in unify-
ing the nation.

“Political violence 
must never, ever be al-

lowed in America, and I 
will do everything in my 
power to stop it. In recent 
days, we’ve had a broader 
conversation about the 
tone and civility of our na-
tional dialogue. Everyone 
will beneϐit if we can end 
the politics of personal 
destruction, Trump said 
amidst applause from his 
supporters.

“We must unify as a 
nation in peace, love, and 
in harmony. The media 
has a major role to play. 
Whether they want to or 
not,” he said as his sup-
porters booed the media.

The large gathering 
of Trump’s support-
ers were chanting, CNN 
sucks! CNN sucks!” 

Trump said the media 
has been unfair to him 
and the Republican Party.

And they do, indeed. 
They have a major role 
to play as far as tone 
and as far as everything, 
Trump said. 

We all say this in all 
sincerity, but the media’s 
constant unfair cover-

age, deep hostility...... and 
negative attacks -- you 
know that -- only serve 
to drive people apart and 
to undermine healthy de-
bate, he said.

Trump alleged that 
the media has tried to 
link the recent spate of 
package bombs to him 
and the Republican party. 

We have seen an effort 
by the media in recent 
hours to use the sinister 
actions of one individual 
to score political points 
against me and the Re-
publican Party, he said.

“When a Bernie Sand-
ers supporter tried to 
murder congressional 
Republicans and severely 
wounded -- a great man 
named Steve Scalise and 
others the Republicans 
did not use that heinous 
attempt at mass murder 
for political gain, because 
that would have been 
wrong,” he said.

“It would have been 
the wrong thing to do. 
Many other examples 
could be brought up. Nor 

do we blame the Dem-
ocrat Party every time 
radical leftists seized and 
destroy public property 
and unleash violence and 
mayhem. Yet the media 
has tried to attack the in-
credible Americans who 
support our movement 
to give power back to the 
people, he said.

In the aftermath of 
the spate of package 
bombs, the Republicans 
have lost some ground in 
the upcoming November 
6 elections.

Trump told his sup-
porters that 94 percent 
of the press that he gets 
is negative. Even when I 
do something wonderful, 
it’s negative, he said as he 
cited the progress made 
by him in relationship 
with North Korea.

Even when we do 
great things, you look 
at North Korea, how 

good are we doing? It’s 
been going with them 
for 70 years, more than 
70 years. This is now 
our fourth month, and 
they always say, he’s not 
moving fast enough. Fast 
enough? If I wasn’t here, 
you would have ended 
up in a world war. You 
watch! I mean, you would 
have ended up in a world 
war, he said.

Trump has had a 
tense relationship with 
the media dating back to 
his presidential campaign 
and extending into his ten-
ure in the White House.

The relationship 
between CNN and the 
Trump administration 
has been particularly 
contentious. The news 
network has been a fre-
quent target of Trump’s 
“fake news” barbs.

CNN, whose New 
York bureau was evac-

uated on Wednesday 
following the discovery 
of an explosive device 
sent there, criticised the 
Trump administration 
for a “total and complete 
lack of understanding” of 
the seriousness of its at-
tacks on the media.

Media using pipe bomb scare to 
score political points: Trump

K , O  27 
(AFP): Afghans risked 
their lives to vote in 
legislative elections in 
southern Afghanistan on 
Saturday, after the Tali-
ban-claimed killing of a 
powerful police chief de-
layed the ballot by a week.

An hour after voting was 
due to start, long queues 
of turbaned men could be 
seen outside still-shuttered 
polling centres in the deep-
ly conservative Kandahar 
provincial capital, which 
was blanketed with heavy 
security in anticipation of 
militant attacks.

More than half a mil-

lion people are registered 
to vote in Kandahar prov-
ince where organisers are 
under pressure to avoid 
last weekend’s debacle 
that forced the Indepen-
dent Election Commission 
(IEC) to extend the na-
tionwide ballot by a day.

Problems with untest-
ed biometric veriϐication 
devices, missing or in-
complete voter rolls and 
absent election workers 
following Taliban threats 
to attack the ballot forced 
Afghans to wait hours 
outside polling stations, 
many of which opened 
late or not at all.

Similar issues were 
already evident in Kanda-
har, the birthplace of the 
Taliban and a province 
notorious for voting fraud, 
with many polling sites in 
the city still closed -- de-
spite assurances from IEC 
deputy spokeswoman Ko-
bra Rezaei on Friday that 
“we are absolutely ready”.

Voting in the province 
was postponed following 
the October 18 death of 
General Abdul Raziq, an 
anti-Taliban strongman 
seen as a bulwark against 
the insurgency in the 
south, amid fears of vio-
lence ϐlaring up.

Afghans risk their lives to vote 
in delayed Kandahar poll
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ROCKSTAR! Singer Rita Ora is almost 
unrecognizable in her Post Malone costume at 
the KISS Haunted House Party in London.

Owner, Printer, Publisher Dr. ROMA KANTI ALLEY, Printed at M/S. Baba Offset Press Works Pvt.  Ltd., Tadong Bazaar, East Sikkim, Gangtok, Pin: 737102  and Published from Santa Bhawan Complex, Near Diesel Power House, Gangtok,
East Sikkim- 737101, District- East, Gangtok, State- Sikkim Editor: PURAN TAMANG. Phone- [03592] 208698 E-mail- news@summittimes.com  ~  letters@summittimes.com

EtCETERA
T

H
E

 D
A

Y
 A

H
E

A
D

ARIES: You and someone close could 
disagree on an issue that both of you 
feel strongly about. Stubborn pride on 
both your parts could keep you from 
working things out. Let it go, Aries. It 
isn’t worth ruining your relationship. 
Someone you know might be headed 
for divorce or moving away, and the 
news could be a shock to you. This 
should be a day of surprises - not all 
of them pleasant.
TAURUS: Problems with machines 
could have your nerves on edge. This 
may be one day when everything 
seems to break. Some problems you 
might be able to fi x yourself, Taurus, 
but at least one may involve something 
that has to be replaced. This might be 
the one you need the most right now. 
Think of it as a sign from the Universe 
that you should do something else. 
That’s the only way to stay sane.

GEMINI: Today you might attend 
a party or group event with some 
friends, and become separated from 
them. Don’t panic, Gemini. You will 
probably run into them later. You 
might meet some new friends and 
hear some news that could interest 
you. This is a day when cell phones 
and other handheld devices are like-
ly to come in handy. You will want to 
record or pass on a lot of information.
CANCER: A number of surprise 
visitors could result in an impromptu 
party of some sort. This could be fun 
for you, Cancer, but it could also be 
a bit irritating. It might interfere with 
something you had planned. There’s 
nothing you can do without sounding 
like Scrooge. Go with the fl ow, enjoy 
yourself, and then try to salvage your 
own plans as best as you can.
LEO: This isn’t the day to take a trip 

by air, Leo. Everything that can go 
wrong with such a trip will - delays, 
lost luggage, obnoxious seatmates. 
If you have one planned for today, 
change it to tomorrow. This also isn’t a 
good day to take a class, since your at-
tention span could be unusually short. 
What can you do? Relax, read, surf the 
Internet. A lot of interesting informa-
tion could spark your curiosity.
VIRGO: One of your ambitions in 
life is to be fi nancially independent, 
and lately you might have made great 
strides toward attaining that goal. To-
day, through no fault of your own, 
you may receive information that 
indicates there may have been a set-
back. However, all is not as it seems. 
Don’t go into a panic until you know 
all the facts, Virgo. You’re probably 
still right on track.
LIBRA: A surprising revelation from 

a friend or acquaintance might wake 
you up to the fact that you don’t re-
ally know this person as well as you 
thought you did. Information could 
set you off  on a search for knowledge 
that keeps you occupied for hours. A 
child or young person could come to 
you and ask for help. This promises to 
be a busy but interesting day, Libra. 
Make the most of it!
SCORPIO: Your mind is likely to be 
going a thousand miles an hour today, 
Scorpio. Thoughts and ideas are pour-
ing into your head like rain from the 
sky. Some of them might be confusing 
and others contradictory. You might 
be tempted to puzzle over them until 
you give yourself a headache. Write 
them down and look at them in a day 
or two. Your ideas are more likely to 
make sense to you then.
SAGITTARIUS: An old friend you 

haven’t seen for a long time may sud-
denly resurface, perhaps at a party 
or group event that you attend. This 
could take you by surprise, Sagittari-
us, but you won’t be any less happy to 
see him or her again. Surprising news 
may come to you through email or 
phone, and this might set you off  in a 
totally diff erent direction from the one 
you started in this morning.
CAPRICORN: A sudden, unexpect-
ed problem at home could be rather 
upsetting. This probably relates to 
plumbing, electricity, or some other 
kind of home equipment. You will 
have to handle it, Capricorn, which 
means you will be housebound for 
most of the day waiting for a repair-
man when you’d rather be out. A 
friend might hear of your predicament 
and come over to keep you company.
AQUARIUS: Upsetting news that 

you receive from far away, perhaps by 
phone or email, could send you into 
an emotional tailspin. There’s an aura 
of uncertainty about what you hear 
- it may not make sense. Before you 
pass along the news or panic, Aquari-
us, make sure you know all the facts. 
You’re likely to fi nd that it’s been 
blown all out of proportion. In view 
of this, you deserve an evening out.
PISCES: Computer glitches or bank 
errors might send erroneous infor-
mation to you about your fi nances. 
Perhaps the bank says you have less 
money than you do or a bill is higher 
than you thought it should be. If you 
can, make sure it gets settled today. 
You won’t want to spend your day un-
der this cloud. You will probably want 
to indulge in total frivolity. Go ahead, 
Pisces, you deserve it!

Lil Xan is paying tribute to 
his late friend Mac Miller.
The artist, whose birth 

name is Diego Leanos, is hon-
oring the rapper’s memory by 
making him the focal point of 
the cover for his new album, 
“Be Safe.” In the newly-re-
leased artwork, Mac Miller, 
dressed in a bright orange 
sweatshirt and round glass-
es, takes on a God-like image 
as he cradles a graveyard in 
his cupped hands. The name 
of the sophomore album, 
which also takes inspiration 
from Miller, is inscribed upon 
a single headstone, along 
with a broken heart.

Diego told his Instagram 
followers, “This Album is for 
everyone and anyone you 
lost in life.”

“Be Safe” were reported-

ly the last words Mac Miller 
spoke to Diego before his 
unfortunate and shocking 
death. “Before I left, he was 
like, ‘Be safe.’ People say that 
you know, like, ‘be safe’,” he 
shared in a recent interview. 
“But he grabbed me, and he 
pulled me back and he was 
like, ‘No, I mean be safe.’  That 
almost made me cry, that’s 
my idol right there.”

Following Mac’s death, 

Lil Xan publicly mourned the 
loss of his “hero” and friend. 
“I’m so f--king mad rn at the 
world,I F--KING MISS YOU 
MAC,” he wrote on Instagram. 
The loss he felt was apparent-
ly so profound that he is con-
sidering leaving the music in-
dustry. “When your hero dies, 
f--k that s--t, I don’t want to 
make music no more,” he said 
in the same interview.

Lil Xan later embarked 

on a national tour, which 
gave him the opportunity to 
visit Mac Miller’s hometown 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
While there, the artist got the 
chance to see the Blue Slide 
Park that inspired some of 
Miller’s work and was a place 
Miller frequently played at as 
a child.

Mac Miller died on Sept. 
7, 2018 of an apparent over-
dose. He was only 26.

M , O  27 (PTI): 
Beauty and appearance play 
a crucial role in cinema and 
Swara Bhasker says in the 
initial days of her career she 
was rejected for “looking in-
telligent”.

“I think everyone who 
comes to the industry has to 
face certain kind of rejection 
for how they look. Otherwise 
people would not be spend-
ing so much money on the 
make up.

“All this is a reϐlection of 
a person’s mindset. The ϐirst 
meeting I had when I came to 
Bombay, a director rejected 
me saying, you look too intel-
ligent. I have still not under-
stood what does this mean,” 
Swara told PTI on the side-
lines of Jio MAMI Mumbai 
Film Festival where her mov-

ie “Shame” was screened. 
Swara said it is best to ignore 

such things and focus on work.
“Shame”, directed by Anu-

sha Bose, is a twisted journey 
of a meek, vulnerable woman 
who emerges from the back-
ground to unapologetically 
reclaim her dignity, conϐi-
dence and her right to desire. 

“It is about how women 

are often shamed for their 
looks and it is a story of a nice 
sweet girl, who is shamed for 
her looks. It is a day in her 
life,” she said.

The “Veere Di Wedding” 
actor said today the digital 
platform has become an al-
ternate medium for actors in 
terms of creativity.

“The new content that is 

available today on different 
platforms is thought provok-
ing and it doesn’t have to be 
lived by any formula. I am a 
very idealistic person and I 
believe art, especially the vi-
sual medium has huge poten-
tial for transformation.

“It is something that goes 
through your eyes and it goes 
directly to your heart and it 
can directly affect you.” 

For the 30-year-old actor, 
it is important to be associ-
ated with good content and 
that is a rule she has tried to 
live by in her ϐilm career. 

She recently ϐinished the 
second season of web series 
“It’s Not That Simple” from 
Voot and has another web 
series from Applause Enter-
tainment.

M , O  27 (PTI): Film-
maker Vasan Bala’s “Mard Ko 
Dard Nahi Hota” received a 
thunderous response at its 
India premiere at the JIO 
MAMI Mumbai Film Festival, 
Friday night.

The ϐilm chronicles the 
story of a young man born 
without pain receptors who 
longs to defeat 100 oppo-
nents in a kumite tourna-
ment.

The action-comedy re-
cently bagged People’s 
Choice Award in the Midnight 
Madness section at Toronto 
International Film Festival.

Vasan said he always 
wanted to make a ϐilm about 
karate and martial arts, and 
the movie is from a “ϐilm fan 
making a ϐilm.” 

“It was not supposed to be 
in a scary zone but ground-
ed in reality and still have 
a character, whose life has 
been like mine. Like all of us 
here have been beaten up in 
school, then planned revenge 
for months and then you 

learn karate and do nothing 
about it,” the director said.

The ϐilm stars Abhimanyu 
Dassani, Radhika Madan, 
Gulshan Devaiah, Mahesh 
Manjrekar, Jimit Drivedi.

Radhika, who recently 

featured in “Pataakha”, said it 
was only by chance that she 
bagged the ϐilm.

“I had gone to audition 
for some other ϐilm. I was do-
ing my ϐilm’s audition when 
someone came to me and 

asked, ‘Do you know action?’ 
I said, ‘No.’ Then I was asked 
if I was ϐlexible. I said yes be-
cause I dance. I showed some 
moves and next day, I met sir 
(Vasan) and he told me, ‘You 
are Supri’ (her character).” 

To which Vasan replied, 
“The casting there happen-
ing was for ‘Laila Majnu’ and 
‘Student of the Year 2’. So, I 
had no other option. We had 
to smuggle her out of ‘Laila 
Majnu’.” 

The movie is backed by 
Ronnie Screwvala through 
his RSVP Films. Screwvala 
said “Mard Ko Dard Nahi 
Hota” will release theatrical-
ly across the country early 
next year.

“We were earlier looking 
for November release. The 
ϐilm got a fabulous response 
at Toronto Film Festival and 
will now be travelling at a 
few other festivals. So, we are 
looking at January-February 
release,” he said.

Lil Xan’s New Album Is the Ultimate 
Tribute to ‘’His Hero’’ Mac Miller

When Swara Bhasker was rejected by 
a director for ‘looking intelligent’

‘Mard Ko Dard Nahi Hota’ opens to rousing 
applause at India premiere

Filmmaker Kabir Khan said 
Friday that there were 

“hushed whispers” about 
most of the people who have 
been named in the #MeToo 
movement but everyone ig-
nored it, something that will 
not happen again. 

The #MeToo movement 
has rocked the ϐilm industry 
with prominent names such 
as Vikas Bahl, Alok Nath, Sajid 
Khan among others been called 
out for sexual harassment and 
inappropriate behaviour. 

“In a certain sense, honest-
ly, we all have been complicit. 
I have seen people all around 
me fall, left right and centre. 
These are people I’ve worked 
with, represented me, people 
who were doing casting for 
me, they were my actors. There 
were hushed whispers about 
most of them,” Kabir said. 

“There was a general con-
sensus that most of the people 
whose names have come up, 
are people who we seemed to 

have known about, but we all 
did keep quiet,” he added. 

The ϐilmmaker was speak-
ing at a special #MeToo ses-
sion at the ongoing 20th edi-
tion of JIO MAMI Film Festival. 

“I came here about 12 
years ago as a documentary 
ϐilmmaker. I got into the sys-
tem, I was with Yash Raj Films 
for six years... There would be 
so many occasions were one 
would hear about a certain be-
haviour from a person. But we 
all, in a certain way, ignored. 

“The biggest change com-
ing out because of the #MeToo 
movement is that we aren’t go-
ing to do that anymore. The mo-
ment I hear even a murmur that 
something like this (happened), 
I am going to come down like a 
ton of bricks,” he added. 

The “Bajrangi Bhaijaan” di-
rector said recently one of his 
assistant directors on a web se-
ries he worked on spoke about 
how she was made to feel un-
comfortable by someone. 

“On my last web series, 
one of my ADs did come to me 
just last week. She was with us 
for a very brief while, one in-
ternational schedule, and she 
told me about two incidents 
when she felt uncomfortable. 

“I told her she should’ve told 
me, we are very accessible but 
she said she thought I would be 
busy, and this happened on the 
last day but now she felt like 
(talking about it). But apart from 
those two incidents, fortunately 
they were not very serious in 
nature, it hasn’t really happened 
on my set.” 

Kabir said the biggest learn-
ing from the movement is that 
no one should “ever ignore 
hushed whispers or murmurs.” 

“The moment we hear 
something like this, it’s our re-
sponsibility to ϐind out what’s 
happening,” he said. 

Kabir has had a successful 
collaboration with superstar 
Salman Khan.

We’ve all been complicit, won’t ignore hushed 
whispers: Kabir Khan on #MeToo


