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India biggest Covid vaccine buyer, experts 
say could cover 60% population

COVID-19 
caseload 
in India 
rises to 
95.71 lakh
New Delhi, Dec 4 (PTI): 
India's COVID-19 case-
load rose to 95.71 lakh, 
while the total number 
of people who have recu-
perated from the disease 
crossed 90 lakh pushing 
the national recovery 
rate to 94.20 per cent, 
according to the Union 
Health Ministry data up-
dated on Friday.

The total coronavi-
rus cases mounted to 
95,71,559 with 36,595 
new infections being re-
ported in a day, while 
the death toll climbed to 
1,39,188 with 540 new 
fatalities, the data updat-
ed at 8 am showed.

The number of peo-
ple who have recuper-
ated from the disease 
surged to 90,16,289 push-
ing the national recovery 
rate to 94.20 per cent, while 
the COVID-19 case fatality 
rate stands at 1.45 per cent.

The active COVID-19 
caseload continued to re-
main below 5 lakh. There 
are 4,16,082 active coro-
navirus infections in the 
country which comprises 
4.35 per cent of the total 
caseload, the data stated.

India's COVID-19 tally 
had crossed the 20-lakh 
mark on August 7, 30 lakh 
on August 23 and 40 lakh 
on September 5. It went 
past 50 lakh on Septem-
ber 16, 60 lakh on Septem-
ber 28, 70 lakh on October 
11, crossed 80 lakh on Oc-
tober 29, and surpassed 
90 lakh on November 20.

According to the 
ICMR, 14,47,27,749 sam-
ples have been tested 
up to December 3 with 
11,70,102 samples being 
tested on Thursday.

Fuel prices hiked for 12th time in 15 days

National Handloom Expo 
2020–21 gets underway

Gangtok, 04 Dec (IPR): 
The Sikkim Handlooms 
and Handicrafts Devel-
opment Corporation Ltd, 
Zero Point, Gangtok, an 
undertaking under Di-
rectorates of Handicraft 
& Handloom is hosting 
National Handloom Expo 
2020–21 under NER Tex-
tile Promotional Scheme 
(NERTPS) at the premises 
of Directorate of Handi-
crafts & Handloom, Zero 
Point, Gangtok, East Sik-
kim w.e.f. 01–15 Dec, 2020 
which is sponsored by the 
office of the Development 
Commissioner (Hand-
loom), Ministry of Textiles, 
Government of India. 

The Expo was inau-
gurated by Minister for 
Commerce & Industries 
Department, BS Panth, 
Government of Sikkim, 

on 04 Dec, 2020, at 
11:00am. 

The function also had 
the presence of Advisor, 
Kado Tshering Bhutia, 
Commerce & Industries 
Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim, Chair-
man, MB Chettri, Com-
merce & Industries De-
partment, Government 
of Sikkim, Secretary, HM 
Sharma, Commerce & 
Industries Department, 
Government of Sikkim, 
Director DHH, Binita 
Thapa, Accounts Officer 
Commerce & Industries 
Department, Senior offi-
cers and staff of DHH. 

Exhibition cum Sale 
of Handloom products 
had the participation of 
weavers from Assam, 
Nagaland, West Bengal, 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 

Jharkhand, Jammu & 
Kashmir, and local weav-
ers/SHGs/Co-operative 
societies from different 
corners of the state, who 
showcased their hand-
loom products that are 
engraved with unique 
traditional technique and 
artistry. 

The chief guest visit-
ed the stalls and interact-
ed with the participants 
and expressed keen in-
terest and happiness in 
the various activities. 

The Expo is an annual 
feature of Sikkim Hand-
loom and Handicrafts De-
velopment Cooperation 
Ltd calendar. It provides 
an exposure, a platform 
and marketing facility 
support to artisans and 
weavers for better mar-
ket positioning and sale.

New Delhi, 04 Dec [PTI]: 
Diesel price today crossed 
₹ 73 a litre mark in Delhi 
and petrol rate neared ₹ 
83 after 12th increase in 
the last fortnight.

Petrol price was also 
hiked today by 20 paise 
per litre and diesel by 
23 paise in line with the 
firming international 
oil rates, according to a 
price notification from 
oil marketing companies.

Petrol price in Delhi 
rose to ₹ 82.86 per litre 
from ₹ 82.66. Diesel rate 
went up from ₹ 72.84 to 
₹ 73.07 per litre.

This is the 12th in-
crease in rates since 
November 20 when oil 
companies resumed dai-

ly price revision after a 
nearly two-month hiatus.

In 15 days, the pet-
rol price has gone up by 
₹ 1.8 per litre and diesel 
rate has risen by ₹ 2.61.

Prior to the November 
20 hike, petrol price had 
been static since September 
22 and diesel rate hadn't 
changed since October 2.

Public sector oil mar-
keting companies - Indian 
Oil Corporation, Bharat 
Petroleum Corporation Ltd 
and Hindustan Petroleum 
Corporation Ltd - revise 
rates of petrol and diesel 
daily based on benchmark 
international oil price and 
foreign exchange rate.

They have, however, 
resorted to calibrating 

the rates since the pan-
demic broke out with a 
view to avoiding volatili-
ty in retail prices.

The 58-day hiatus 
in petrol price revision 
and 48-day status quo 
on diesel rate were pre-
ceded by no change in 
rates between June 30 
and August 15 and an 85-
day status quo between 
March 17 and June 6.

In Mumbai, the pet-
rol price on Friday was 
raised to ₹ 89.52 per litre 
from ₹ 89.33, while die-
sel rate went up from ₹ 
79.42 to ₹ 79.66.

Rates vary from state 
to state depending on the 
incidence of local sales 
tax or VAT.

Protesting farmers call for 'Bharat Bandh' on Dec 
8, say will intensify agitation if demands not met

New Delhi, 04 Dec [PTI]: India is the largest 
buyer of COVID-19 vaccines in the world with 
1.6 billion doses, according to a global analysis, a 
number some scientists say could cover 800 mil-
lion people, or 60 per cent of its population, and 
will be enough to develop "herd immunity".

India has purchased 500 million doses of 
the Oxford University-AstraZeneca vaccine 
candidate, one billion from the US company 
Novavax and 100 million doses of the Sputnik 
V candidate from Russia's Gamaleya Research 
Institute, according to the US-based Duke Uni-
versity Global Health Innovation Center.

The 'Launch and Scale Speedometer'' anal-
ysis, which is updated every two weeks, shows 
India has confirmed 1.6 billion doses of three 
vaccines as of November 30 while the US and 
the EU have purchased doses of six candidates.

According to the analysis, India is the top 

COVID-19 vaccine buyer followed by the Euro-
pean Union which has confirmed 1.58 billion 
doses and the US, the worst affected country 
so far, that has managed to purchase just over 
a billion doses.

As countries strategise to secure more 
shots to protect their populations against the 
novel coronavirus infection, Duke University 
has released a new global assessment of pur-
chasing agreements for COVID-19 vaccines, 
even before any candidates are in the market.

"Countries with manufacturing capacity, 
such as India and Brazil, have been successful 
in negotiating large advance market commit-
ments with leading vaccine candidates as part 
of the manufacturing agreements," the Duke 
researchers noted in their analysis.

"The data is based on what is in the pub-
lic domain and after speaking to government 

officials, especially in India," explained noted 
virologist Shahid Jameel.

In November, Union Health Minister 
Harsh Vardhan said 400-500 million doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines were estimated to be made 
available for 250 to 300 million (25 crore to 30 
crore) people in India by July-August 2021.

Mr Jameel told PTI that all the vaccines 
"pre-booked" by India are manufactured by 
Indian companies - Oxford-AstraZeneca and 
Novavax by Serum Institute of India (SII) in 
Pune and Sputnik V by Dr Reddy''\s Lab in Hy-
derabad.

India's domestic vaccine candidate by 
Bharat Biotech also entered Phase 3 clinical 
trials this week.

"Bharat Biotech and Zydus-Cadila would 
also add about 400 million doses annually. In 
brief, the numbers appear reasonable over 

2021 and 2022," said Mr Jameel, director of the 
Trivedi School of Biosciences, Ashoka Univer-
sity. "We can expect the first 250 million to be 
vaccinated in 2021; the remaining in the follow-
ing years. The problem will not be vaccine doses, 
but the ability to deliver them," he explained.

He noted that 1.6 billion doses would cov-
er 800 million people or 60 per cent of India's 
population. This, the virologist said, should be 
enough to develop herd immunity, a form of in-
direct protection from infectious disease that 
occurs when sufficient percentage of a popula-
tion has become immune to an infection.

The first 500 million doses, the virologist 
said, are likely to go to 250 million people in 
the group that includes frontline workers, 
healthcare workers, sanitation, emergency 
services, and security services.
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47 new COVID cases and one more death
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 04 Dec: 
A 53-year-old woman from 
Ralong Road, Ravangla in South 
District passed away here at 
STNM hospital on Friday morn-
ing taking the COVID-19 related 
death toll in Sikkim to 112. She 
passed away at around 5 AM 
early this morning and had the 
comorbid condition of chronic 
kidney disease.

In his daily health bulle-
tin on Friday, Health Depart-
ment State IEC Officer, Sonam 
Gyaltsen Bhutia informed that 
she had tested positive for 
COVID-19 in rapid antigen test-
ing and was admitted in STNM 
hospital on 23 November. He 
mentioned that the patient was 
in the ICU facility of STNM hos-
pital.

In the meantime, Sikkim’s 
tally of confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 has reached 5147 
with the report of 47 fresh 

cases of novel coronavirus in 
the last 24 hours ending 8 AM 
Friday. The figure of discharged 
patients in Sikkim has further 
improved to 4587. With this, 
active cases of novel corona-
virus in Sikkim now stands at 
358, of whom four are current-
ly admitted in the ICU facility of 
COVID dedicated STNM hospi-
tal.

It has to be mentioned here 
that 47 fresh cases of novel 
coronavirus were reported in 
the testing of 269 samples on 
Thursday, in which 27 were re-
ported in RT-PCR testing of 159 
samples, four in TruNat testing 
of 28 samples and 16 in rapid 
antigen testing of 82 samples. 
Of the 47 new cases, 26 were 
reported in East District, 18 in 
West District and 03 in South 
District.

While giving details of new 
cases, Mr Bhutia informed that 
two persons from Juvenile 

Home in Sichey, another per-
son from Sichey area and one 
more person, who is also from 
Sichey but presently on his way 
to Siliguri tested positive for 
COVID-19. 

He informed that that one 
person, who was under treat-
ment in Siliguri for many days 
and had come to Gangtok for 
some work tested positive. 
However, the patient has re-
turned to Siliguri and the con-
cerned Surveillance Officer in 
Siliguri has already been in-
formed about the patient.

There are seven new cases 
from Tadong area; among them 
two persons are from 6th Mile, 
two from housing colony in 5th 
Mile, one from SNT colony, one 
from near Greendale School 
and one from Lumsey. 

Other new cases were re-
ported from in-and-around the 
capital; one person from near 
Swastik College, two from Man-

bir Colony, one from Barpipal, 
Sichey, two from Tathangchen, 
two from Chandmari and one 
from Lower Shyari. 

He informed that one pa-
tient was referred from Nam-
chi and is in the COVID ward of 
STNM hospital, one more pa-
tient is admitted in STNM hos-
pital while another was in Cen-
tral Referral Hospital, Tadong 
and one person from the staff 
quarter of Central Referral 
Hospital also tested positive for 
COVID-19.

There are 18 new cases 
from West District, in which 
three persons are from Thana 
Colony in Sombaria, four from 
Darap, five from Naku Tadong, 
three from Dentam Bazaar and 
three from Liching Dentam. 

One from Namchi, one from 
Namchi-Jorethang Road and 
one from NIT Sikkim, Ravangla 
in South District also reported 
positive for COVID-19. 

New Delhi, Dec 4 (PTI): 
Hardening their position 
ahead of the fifth round 
of talks with the govern-
ment, agitating farmers 
on Friday announced a 
'Bharat Bandh' on De-
cember 8 and said they 
would occupy toll plazas 
on that day.

Addressing a press 
conference, farmer lead-
er Gurnam Singh Cha-
doni said if the Centre 
does not accept their de-

mands during Saturday's 
talks, they will intensify 
their agitation against 
the new farm laws.

"In our meeting to-
day, we have decided to 
give a 'Bharat Bandh' call 
on December 8 during 
which we will also oc-
cupy all toll plazas," 
said Harvinder Singh 
Lakhwal, another farmer 
leader.

"We have planned to 
block all roads leading to 

Delhi in the coming days 
if new farm laws are not 
scrapped," he also said.

Delhi's border points 
remained choked as 
thousands of farmers 
from Haryana, Punjab, 
and other states held 
demonstrations for the 
ninth consecutive day, af-
ter talks with the govern-
ment failed to yield any 
resolution on Thursday.

The farmer commu-
nity has expressed ap-

prehension that the new 
laws are "anti-farmer", 
and would pave the way 
for dismantling of the 
minimum support price 
system, leaving them at 
the "mercy" of big corpo-
rations.

However, the gov-
ernment has maintained 
that the new laws will 
bring farmers better op-
portunities and usher in 
new technologies in agri-
culture.
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

~ SummitTIMES ~
CLASSIFIEDS
LAND FOR SALE

Two plots available – 30X40 sq ft and 50X30 sq ft
Junkeri Dara, Samlik Marchak

Price negotiable 
Contact : 6296366498, 

9641878315, 9593262407

FOR RENT 
Two and half storeyed (1st to 3rd floor) com-
plex is available for rent in the heart of Ranipool 
Baazar (Opposite UCO Bank). The building area 
is 35’x60’ appx. in each floor and is fit for offic-
es, shopping complexes, guest houses, banks etc. 
Contact: 8509755220, 8348007688.

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
 

General land sale at Lower Sichey, suitable for 
construction, good locality, near the road,Total 
size:90x55ft, (30x55ft each plot ). geniune person 
may contact@9734122366.

Building for sale 
A two storey building constructed on plot area 
50×40 ft. Situated at Upper Phong near Phong SS 
, South Sikkim is on sale. Cost Rs 60 Lakhs (Ne-
gotiable ). Interested may contact : 8145829309, 
7864937800, 9749897695.

This group also includes the elderly above 65 and 
patients with comorbidities.

Immunologist Satyajit Rath said there is currently 
no particularly reliable estimate of the percentage of 
community coverage needed to be vaccinated in order 
to reach the point of ''herd immunity''. The reliability 
of models being used for these estimations is far from 
clear, he stressed.

"Since all the vaccine candidates that are being 
discussed as purchased have two-dose vaccine regi-
mens, the current number for India would vaccinate, 
at best, 80 crore (800 million) people. This, of course, 
does not account for logistical losses, which can be 
substantial," Mr Rath, from the National Institute of 
Immunology (NII) in New Delhi, told PTI.

"Also, this seems to imply that COVID-19 vacci-
nation is a one-time exercise. But it is not clear how 
long the vaccine-mediated protection will last, and 
therefore it is not clear when repeat vaccination will 
be needed, and how that will be delivered," he added.

Flagging some uncertainties about the COVID dose 
purchases, Mr Rath said he is "curious" about the 
"confirmed" purchase by India.

"Have these been paid for or at least committed 
to at a given price, are these acquisitions through the 
COVAX programme or independent of it, and most of 
all, of course, what is the delivery schedule agreed to 
in this acquisition, etc."

Mr Rath also noted that it is difficult to predict 
how many will be immunised, and when.

PromotedListen to the latest songs, only on Jio-
Saavn.com

"The next set of uncertainties I have is whether 
there are credible and well-worked out plans in India 
to match these delivery schedules with downstream 
transport, uptake and actual vaccination, plans for 
multi-stage transport, multi-point cold storage, provi-
sion of injection accessories... , the recording-keeping 
needed and most of all, the skilled personnel to ad-
minister the injections."

In his view, a certain sector of healthcare workers 
will likely be immunised in the next few months, as 
well as a certain proportion of ''first responder'' peo-
ple at high occupational risk of infection. "Beyond 
that, we are simply whistling in the wind at this stage," 
he said.

India biggest Covid...

West preps for CovidShield
Gyalshing, 04 Dec [IPR]: 
A meeting of the District 
Task Force for introduc-
tion of Covid-19 vaccine 
was chaired by District 
Collector, West, Karma R. 
Bonpo, at the Conference 
Hall of Zilla Panchayat 
Bhawan, Kyongsa, West 
Sikkim, today.

The meeting also had 
the presence of CMO/ 
West Dr Anusha Lama, 
DSO/West Dr Leezum 
Lepcha, DRCHO/West Dr 
Patrika Rai along with 
officials, members from 
different organizations 
and staff from health de-
partment.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the DC- West in-
formed that with the 
availability of Covid-19 
vaccine, the first priority 
will be given to health-
care workers and also 
municipal workers pref-
erably the safai karmach-
aris.

He added that the vul-
nerable age group suffer-
ing from chronic diseas-
es will be in the second 
phase and asked all con-
cerned BDOs to actively 
engage in data-collection 

for the required task. 
He asked for the for-

mation of Block Level 
Task Forces as well. 

He also asked to sub-
mit infrastructure, power 
back up and equipment 
requirements to PHCs 
and sub centers at the 
earliest and mentioned 
that strengthening 
healthcare infrastructure 
will be needed. 

He stressed on social 
counseling, dissemina-
tion of correct informa-
tion to the general pub-

lic on Covid-19 vaccine. 
He also mentioned pre-
paredness activities once 
the vaccine will be acces-
sible.

DC West also high-
lighted that the maxi-
mum chances of getting 
infected is from social 
gatherings and appealed 
to the general public to 
avoid these as much as 
possible. He mentioned 
that the state govern-
ment has been working 
tirelessly to control the 
situation and thanked 

the healthcare warriors 
for strongly facing the 
deadly virus and keeping 
us safe thus far and fur-
ther motivated the med-
ical team for their divine 
task.

It must be mentioned 
here that the District 
Task Force shall be re-
sponsible for overall 
management of the en-
tire process of introduc-
tion of Covid-19 Vaccine 
in the district. 

The CMO-West high-
lighted the importance of 

vaccine and how it works. 
She also briefed about 
the Covishield Vaccine 
which may be available 
by this year as expected. 
She later added that the 
vaccination process will 
be done in a phase wise 
manner.

DSO (West) also 
briefed about the upda-
tion of Covid-19 situation 
in West District. 

Later the vote of 
thanks was proposed by 
DRCHO West, Dr Patrika 
Rai.

Fit India Movement 
Campaign in West Sikkim

Gyalshing, 04 Dec (IPR): 
The Fit India Movement 
Campaign was held at 
the premises of Senior 
Sec School Sombaria by 
the Department of Sports 
and Youth Affairs under 
Soreng Sub-Division, 
West Sikkim today. Fit 
India Movement is a na-
tion-wide campaign that 
aims at encouraging peo-
ple to include physical 
activities and sports in 
their everyday lives.

In compliance with 
this movement the stu-
dents of Senior Sec 
School Sombaria along 
with officials and staffs 
from Sports &Youth Af-
fairs actively participated 
and supported this initia-
tive and made necessary 
arrangements to view 
the launch of Fit India 
Movement. 

The event had the 
presence of BDO Daram-
din, Ongdi Sherpa accom-
panied by AD Sports & 
Youth Affairs Soreng, Ma-
mita Gurung along with 
the staff of Sombaria PS, 
Sombaria School PET, 
staffs from Food & Civil 
service, members from 
Sanju Football Academy 

and Students of Sunrise 
Academy, Sombaria. 

A month long event 
has been carried over 
throughout Sikkim State 
under the supervision of 
Sports and Youth Affairs 
Department which start-
ed from 1st of Dec and to 
be concluded on 31 Dec, 
2020. The event includes 
Fit India campaign-vir-
tual, Fitness assessment 
through Fit India App, 
Fit India School Week, Fit 
India Quiz, Fit India Pra-
bhatpheri and Fit India 
Cyclothon.

Addressing the gath-
ering, BDO Daramdin 
briefed the participants 
regarding the Fit India 
Movement and encour-
aged participants to re-
main healthy and fit by 
including physical activ-
ities and sports in their 
daily lives.

AD Sports & Youth 
Affairs, Mamita Gurung, 
informed that this year 
the second edition of 
this movement is carried 
out till 31st of Decem-
ber 2020. She further 
informed activities that 
will be carried out with 
Fit India Movement are 

Fit India quiz, Fit In-
dia cyclothon, Fit India 
prabhatpheri and many 
more. She informed as 
per the guidelines of 
CBSE, administration 
have made a fitness plan 
and plans to incorporate 
the same in students 
and staff’s daily physical 
activities and ultimate-
ly in the daily routine of 
school.

The event also saw 
1Km walk to draw a mes-
sage of awareness in the 
public. Walk started from 
school till Sombaria Ba-
zar and back to school. 
Activities were conduct-
ed under the campaign of 
Fit India Movement mak-
ing students realize that 
they are the responsible 
citizens of a democrat-
ic country. Games were 
played by students and 
the staffs. 

Later, Ms Gurung 
highlighted the threat 
of COVID-19 that is still 
looming large and asked 
the gathering and other 
stakeholders to observe 
the safety protocol laid 
by the State Government 
to protect them from 
on-going deadly virus. 

Dochung holds Gram Sabha 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 04 Dec:

Gram Sabha of Dochung 
ward under Sirwani 

Gram Panchayat Unit, East 
Sikkim, was held today, a 
press release informs.

Namgethang Ward 
Panchayat, Inching Bhu-
tia, Sakyong Ward Pan-
chayat, Indra Kumari 
Mangar, Rabdang Ward 
Panchayat, Surya Prasad 
Sharma and other Pan-

chayat members were 
present in the sabha. 

Annual report with 
the demands and prob-
lem of the wards were 
presented during the 
meeting.

SDF’s panchayat cell meets, 
discusses future strategies

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 04 Dec: 

A meeting of Sikkim Dem-
ocratic Front’s pancha-

yat cell was held here at SDF 
bhawan on Friday. 

The meeting, which 
was chaired by former 
Minister and senior ad-
visor of SDF’s pancha-
yat cell, Girish Chandra 
Rai, discussed ways and 
means to strengthen rela-
tions with panchayats in 
all four districts, an SDF 
press release informs. 

The release adds that 
the meeting also decid-
ed to convene another 
meeting with nagar pan-
chayats and also dis-
cussed and deliberated 
on possible future strat-
egies to make SDF more 
active and vibrant.

The release states 
that in his address, the 

former Minister stressed 
that panchayats have a 
great role in establishing 
a good relationship be-
tween people and party 
workers. He pointed out 
that panchayats were the 
people’s representatives 
at the grassroots level 
chosen by the people and 
that the SDF government 
led by Pawan Chamling 
had empowered pancha-
yats to work effectively in 
the interest of the people 
and for the development 
in the State. 

He stated that SDF 
being the only opposition 
party in the State and 
hence was shouldered 
with a huge responsibili-
ty to work for the people.

The release ads that 
former Speaker, KN Rai, 
also placed various sug-
gestions in the meeting.

South District 
Task Force 
discusses 
vaccine 
distribution
Namchi, 04 Dec (IPR): 
A meeting on District 
Task Force on introduc-
tion of COVID-19 vac-
cine was held at DAC, 
today. The meeting was 
chaired by DC (South), 
M Bharani Kumar also 
present amongst others 
were CMO (South), Dr 
DC Sharma, DSO (South), 
Dr Urgen Sherpa, DRCHO 
(South) Dr Junita Yonzon 
along with other Official's 
and staff from health de-
partment Namchi.

Addressing, the 
meeting DC, M Bhara-
ni Kumar informed the 
south health department 
to be prepared when 
COVID-19 vaccine will be 
introduced. He also re-
viewed the arrangements 
for COVID-19 vaccine 
roll-out and updated the 
concerned department to 
prepare an accurate

database for quick 
and effective distribution 
of coronavirus vaccine 
when it becomes avail-
able. 

He added that in the 
first phase the vaccine 
will be given to priori-
tised group of people as 
per the direction laid by 
the State Government. Mr 
Kumar also deliberated 
the aim of this meeting 
which is to discuss in de-
tail the implementation 
of the vaccine program in 
the south district. 

CMO (South), Dr DC 
Sharma spoke about the 
various particulars re-
garding the health de-
partment concerning the 
COVID-19 vaccine. He 
informed that the depart-
ment is also currently 
working on digital plat-
form updating the data-
base of the South district 
so that when the vaccine 
is accessed the depart-
ment can track, record 
the various important 
factors 

from procurement, 
storage, distribution and 
administering of the vac-
cine.

Speaking during the 
meeting Dr Urgen Sher-
pa described about the 
COVID-19 status in the 
district. He appraised 
that the Namchi District 
Hospital receives around 
15-20 samples per day 
out of which 3 to 4 people 
have been tested positive. 
Hence, he mentioned one 
and all to observe the 
safety protocol of the vi-
rus.

During the course of 
the meeting Dr Junita 
Yonzon presented a PPT 
wherein she explained 
the objective of District 
Task Force. She also in-
formed about the demo-
graphic of the district 
and spoke about the cold 
storage present in the 
district. The storage will 
be required to reserve 
the COVID-19 vaccine.

The meeting also 
talked through identified 
vaccination sites, cold 
and dry storage, distri-
bution network and oth-
er pertinent component 
which is essential to stow 
the COVID-19 vaccine.

Large NBFCs to come under 
tighter RBI scrutiny

Mumbai, Dec 4 (PTI): 
With both systemic im-
portance of NBFCs as also 
their failures increasing, 
the Reserve Bank on Fri-
day announced a slew of 
measures to keep them 
resilient by reining them 
in by improving their 
governance standards 
and also fool-proofing 
their risk management 
and internal controls.

Announcing a set of 
measures to this effect 
at the monetary policy 
review, Governor Shak-
tikanta Das said the first 
tightening measure is on 
the regulatory regime 
for non-banking finan-
cial companies (NBFCs), 
which currently is built 
on the principle of pro-
portionality.

This regulatory re-
gime based on the prin-
ciple of proportionality 
warrants a review. It is 
felt that a scale-based 
regulatory approach 
linked to the system-
ic risk contribution of 
NBFCs could be the way 
forward, Das said.

The governor also 
said as part of the stake-
holder consultation pro-
cess, a discussion paper 
on this will be issued be-
fore January 15, 2021, for 
public comments.

Das called upon the 
financial sector entities 
to give the highest pri-
ority to quality of gover-
nance, risk management 
and internal controls as 
these are the first line of 
defence in matters re-
lating to financial sector 
stability.

The governor said a 
review of the way NBFCs 
are functioning is needed 
because of their growing 
significance and rising 
interlinkages with other 
segments in the financial 
system.

This has made it im-
perative to enhance the 
resilience of NBFCs by 
putting in place a trans-
parent criteria accord-
ing to a matrix of pa-
rameters for declaring 
dividends by different 
categories of NBFCs , 
the regulator said.   
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State Advisory Committee on PC&NDT meets
Gangtok, 04 Dec (IPR): 
The State Advisory 
Committee Meeting on 
Pre-Conception and 
Pre-Natal Diagnostic 
Technique (PC&NDT) 
1994 was held at the 
Conference Hall, Health 
Secretariat today.

DG cum Secretary Dr. 
Pempa Tshering Bhut-
ia presided the meeting 
along with Director RCH 
Dr. Phumzay Denzong-
pa, ADHS/RCH, Dr. Anita 
Bhutia, Dr. K.N Sharma, 
Radiologist, New STNM, 
Dr. Jigmee Tenzing 
Shartsho, Paediatrician, 
Neera Thapa, Law Offi-
cer, Health Department 
and Ugyen Bhutia, Nod-
al Officer cum D/D IPR 
were present. 

The main objective of 
the meeting was to dis-
cuss the the following:

1. Visit of USG user 
from outside State.

2. Manpower for fill-
ing up of F. Form at STNM 
Hospital 

3. Issue of sifting the 

Echocardiography ma-
chine from New STNM 
Hospital to District Hos-
pital Singtam 

4. IUI Registration 
CRH and Nobilestride.

Dr. Anita Bhutia 
briefed up about the 
agenda. She highlighted 
that in Sikkim there are 
seven public facilities 
which are registered un-
der PC-PNDT two from 
STNM, one in Mangan, 

North one in East, Sing-
tam, two at West and one 
at South District respec-
tively. 

Similarly there are 
16 private facilities reg-
istered under PC-PNDT 
out of which eleven are 
in and around Gangtok , 
one in Singtam and four 
at South District.

Likewise Veterinary 
has also registered under 
PC-PNDT two at Jore-

thang and two at Nam-
chi. Poly clinic in Tadong 
(Government), one poly 
clinic at Namchi (Govern-
ment) as public facilities 
and Paksam as private 
facility clinic in Tadong, 
East District.

As per the PC-PNDT 
Act 1994 one user can 
practice in two clinics in 
one district.

Later the meeting 
concluded with remarks 

made by DG cum Secre-
tary Dr Pempa Tshering 
Bhutia. 

Routine Immuniza-
tion which had been tem-
porarily suspended due 
to COVID 19 will resume 
from Monday 7th Decem-
ber 2020 at New STNM 
Hospital, MCH Clinic as 
informed by Director 
cum State Immunization 
Officer Dr. Phumzay Den-
zongpa.

Meeting discusses landslide 
damages in Upper Dzongu

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 04 Dec:

DC North, Tenzing T 
Kaleon held a meeting 

on problems faced by the 
public of Lingthem-Ling-
dem GPU and Tingvong 
GPU under Upper Dzongu 
at the DC’s chamber in 
Mangan, North Sikkim, 
on Friday. Also present 
in the meeting were SDM 
Dzongu, RO Dzongu, Pan-
chayat, DE and AE Roads 
department and represen-
tative from both the GPUs.

An IPR release men-
tions that compensation 
for land damaged by 
landslides in the mon-
soon season, changing 
the river’s course, better 
road connectivity, were 
some of the issues raised 
by the public of both 
the GPUs. Land owners 
whose lands have been 
damaged by landslides 
said that the Government 
should acquire their re-
maining lands as it is of 
little use to them now.

The DC assured the 
public stating that the list 
of damages will have to 
be prepared and placed 
to the authorities. He also 
directed the concerned 
departments to take up 
protective measures in 
landslide affected areas, 
funds for which have 
been approved by the 
government.

It was also informed 
that Mantam road has 
opened for vehicular 
traffic.

CBI searches 3 locations in Delhi 
in ₹ 1,800-Crore bank fraud case

1 crore healthcare 
workers will be 1st to 

get Covid vaccine: Govt
New Delhi, 04 Dec [PTI]: 
COVID-19 vaccine will 
be first given to about 
one crore health work-
ers from both the public 
and private sectors, and 
then to about two crore 
front-line workers, the 
Union Health Ministry 
said in its presentation at 
the all-party meet today, 
sources said.

The presentation was 
given by Union Health 
Secretary Rajesh Bhu-
shan at the meeting, 
which was chaired by 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi.

In its presentation, 
the ministry said that 
COVID-19 vaccine will be 
first given to about one 
crore health workers, 
including doctors and 
nurses, the sources told 
news agency Press Trust 
of India.

Thereafter, it will be 
given to about two crore 
front-line workers such 
as police and armed forc-
es personnel, and munic-
ipal workers, among oth-
ers, they said.

Floor leaders from all 
parties in the Lok Sabha 
and the Rajya Sabha have 
been invited to attend the 
virtual meeting which 
started around 10:30 am.

The sources said that 
13 leaders from prom-
inent political parties 
having five or more than 
five MPs, spoke at the 
meeting.

Leader of Opposition 
in the Rajya Sabha Ghu-

lam Nabi Azad will speak 
on behalf of the Congress 
at the meet, they said.

Sudip Bandyopad-
hyay from the TMC, Sha-
rad Pawar of the NCP, 
Nama Nageswara Rao 
from the TRS and Vinay-
ak Raut from the Shiv 
Sena, among others, will 
also speak during the 
meeting, the sources told 
news agency PTI.

This will be the sec-
ond all-party meeting 
called by the government 
to discuss the COVID-19 
situation since the out-
break of the coronavirus.

Defence Minister Ra-
jnath Singh, Home Min-
ister Amit Shah, Health 
Minister Harsh Vard-
han are present in the 
meeting.

Besides them, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister 
Pralhad Joshi and minis-
ters of state in the same 
ministry Arjun Ram 
Meghwal and V Mura-
leedharan, who reached 
out to floor leaders for 
the meeting, will also be 
a part of it.

The presentation by 
Mr Bhushan explains 
India's fight against the 
pandemic so far.

The meeting also as-
sumes significance as it 
is being held after Prime 
Minister Modi's visit to 
pharmaceutical com-
panies in Ahmedabad, 
Hyderabad and Pune 
to review coronavirus 
vaccine development 
work there.

New Delhi, 04 Dec [PTI]: 
The CBI on Friday carried 
out searches at three lo-
cations after register-
ing a case of bank fraud 
against Jay Polychem Ltd, 
officials said.

The agency has re-
ceived a complaint from 
the SBI against the Lajpat 
Nagar-based company 
and its promoters and di-
rectors for causing a loss 
of ₹ 1,800.72 crore to a 
consortium led by the 
bank, they said.

A forensic audit 
by Ernst and Young 
showed alleged diver-
sion and siphoning 
off of bank funds, fic-
titious transactions, 
forgery etc resulting in 
the FIR, they said.

"Searches are being 
conducted today at three 
locations in Delhi at the 
office and residential 
premises of borrower 
company and other ac-
cused," CBI spokesper-
son R K Gaur said.
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Collaborating For 
a Better Town

Gangtok might be clean by national 
standards, but it could be so much better

When they experimented with MG Marg, the pol-
icy-makers had hoped that the litter & spit free 

zone would eventually encompass all of Gangtok, and if 
that happened, dream even bigger and extend it to all 
of Sikkim. The mission has succeeded to the extent that 
Sikkim went on to become the first Nirmal Rajya (open 
defecation free state) and has also bagged a Safaigiri 
award for its obviously better garbage management cre-
dentials than most other states of the country. But that is 
hardly a comparison to boast about or be satisfied with 
since Sikkim has the benefit of its small size and abun-
dant finances to devote to waste management, a luxury, 
which say a Bihar does not enjoy. So, while the State, its 
government and its people deserve credit for being bet-
ter, they should now aim to become really good as well.

What better place to begin than the capital itself. 
Gangtok remains a town of contradictions where the 
residents continue to live comfortably in the company 
of stinking jhoras which they themselves have clogged 
with all types of household refuse (yes, that still hap-
pens) and even the occasional sewage release (yes, and 
that too). Instinctive cleanliness around public spaces is 
too much to expect. Gangtokians might live in pine-wood 
paneled houses that they themselves rub with mansion 
polish every day, but are oblivious to their civic duties as 
they prove with clockwork regularity as the corners and 
roadsides continue to mimic public dustbins and the 
jhoras have become a study of consumption patterns. 
This, despite a reasonably functional garbage collection 
service being in place although it must be admitted that 
Covid worries have made on-the-spot dropping of waste 
a bit of a worry. That said, the lack of civic responsibili-
ty despite  the signboards warning of fines and admon-
ishing littering, is unfortunate because with even a few 
collaborative efforts, this town could be much better. A 
keener sense of responsibility towards public spaces 
would help and the right awareness at the school level 
could easily address the problem of irresponsible litter-
ing and opportunist dumping. It is after all not enough to 
reach a garbage bag to the UDHD trucks in the morning 
[and now even that  is being sidestepped with street cor-
ners mutating into garbage dumps overnight] and then 
spend the rest of the day littering the town with wrap-
pers and other refuse or surreptitiously emptying septic 
tanks into neighbourhood jhoras.

What is required is an attitudinal shift which dis-
plays more collective consideration. Gangtok is not re-
ally a city yet, but it is already overflowing with brash 
disregards; house-owners are lavish with their own 
accommodations but cramp the floors below with pi-
geonholes and common toilets and bathrooms; Gangtok 
drivers are among the most impatient and insensitive, as 
are their VIP vehicles. Such mindsets, which disregard 
common intent or pursuits, continue to rear up in all en-
gagements and personal aggrandisement thus becomes 
a driving force. An immediate fall out of this has been 
the noticeable rollback in aesthetic nuances. Aesthetic 
appeal is after all for public consumption and extrava-
gance for personal indulgence. No prizes here for guess-
ing which option Gangtok takes on a daily basis. Bigger 
cars, higher buildings and increased consumption have 
left Gangtok an ugly town. 

Take any back-lane and one will be confronted with 
innumerable case-studies of how private greed has en-
croached upon public space and convenience. The cap-
ital is exploding with private decisions thumbing their 
collective noses at public courtesies. 

With too much ugliness already permanent in the 
form of concrete, the least that can be done is to leave 
the open spaces [which are mostly the roads and short-
cuts now in Gangtok] free of litter. Maybe starting with 
this conscious effort, Gangtok could begin the process 
of becoming and town more becoming of its hill station 
status and more true to its cleanliness credentials. The 
municipal elections have been pushed back, and this 
gives the town time to discuss the engagements it wants 
its elected representatives to inspire. For that, the repre-
sentatives have to be elected, not nominated as has been 
the experience [in effect] thus far. A contest will demand 
a campaign, and a campaign will require homework and 
commitments, a plan and a call to trust. That would be 
a good place for Gangtok to begin civic democracy and 
civic conduct will follow.

Do COVID-19 Antibodies Fade More 
Quickly in Men Than Women?

Singapore Approves Cell-Cultured Chicken 
Bites – Who Will Be the First to Try Them?

STEVEN SMITH
theconversation.com

In the global effort to overcome COVID-19, much 
scientific and medical attention has focused on the 

ability of our immune system to generate antibod-
ies. Antibodies are one of our body’s main weapons 
against viruses, created to recognise specific proteins 
on a virus’s surface and initiate processes that ulti-
mately neutralise and remove the virus.

We know that for other human coronaviruses, 
when the body creates antibodies against them, 
these then go on to provide immunity. Teams de-
veloping vaccines against SARS-CoV-2 are confi-
dent, therefore, that their vaccines can produce 
similarly effective responses against COVID-19. 
But there is still much to understand – not least 
how long these vaccines will protect us for. Luckily, 
science is gradually catching up with the virus, and 
we are starting to understand more about antibody 
responses to it.

One unexpected finding was recently uncov-
ered by a French study. The research (which is yet 
to be peer reviewed) examined SARS-CoV-2 anti-
bodies in the blood of hospital staff who had test-
ed positive for the virus and were displaying mild 
symptoms. By analysing two samples from each 
person taken a few months apart, the investiga-
tors were able to determine how quickly antibody 
levels fade after infection, and which factors were 
associated with this decline.

The study found that antibodies that rec-
ognised the SARS-CoV-2 spike protein, one of the 
key proteins on the virus’s surface, decreased more 
quickly in men than women. As these levels fell, so 
too did the body’s ability to neutralise the virus. 
Although the study also looked at the effect of age 
and body mass index (BMI), neither of these vari-
ables were associated with more rapid antibody 
decline or were linked to the effect in men.

Antibodies specific to a different target, the 
SARS-CoV-2 nucleocapsid protein, were also exam-
ined. These antibodies disappeared from the blood 
over time too, but unlike the spike protein antibod-
ies, there was no difference in this decline between 
men and women.

Do these findings mean that immunity to rein-
fection disappears more quickly in men and that 
women are protected against the virus for longer?

Not necessarily. A closer look at the data reveals 
that, at the end of the study, there was no differ-
ence between the antibody levels in men and wom-
en. The more rapid rate of decline in men occurred 
because their antibody levels began at a higher 
starting point. As antibody levels in men had not 
fallen lower than those in women after six months, 
there is no indication that they are less protected.

However, the study does pose some intriguing 
questions. We know that older people, people with 
a higher BMI and men have a greater risk of severe 
COVID-19 and that higher antibody responses are 
seen in patients with more severe disease. In fact, 
the French study reported that each of these clini-
cal or biological characteristics was linked to high-
er antibody levels soon after infection, suggesting 
that these patients probably suffered from more 
severe infections. But unlike in men generally, anti-
body levels in those with a higher BMI or who were 
older remained high afterwards.

If higher antibody levels are retained for longer 
in those who have had a more severe infection, why 
didn’t this seem to happen in men?

THE PUZZLE OF SEX DIFFERENCES IN IMMUNITY
The question of how antibody levels are main-

tained in the blood has interested immunologists 
for years. Antibodies are produced by immune cells 
called plasma cells, which in turn develop from cells 
known as B lymphocytes. We know that for antibody 
responses to last, it’s crucial that plasma cells are 
able to stay alive for a long time too, in a special form 
known as long-lived plasma cells, or LLPCs.

We still don’t fully understand the critical fac-
tors that affect LLPC longevity. It is likely, though, 
that the characteristics of the LLPCs themselves, 

as well as contributing factors from their envi-
ronment or “niche” within the body, are involved. 
These factors could well differ between men and 
women – sex-related differences in immune re-
sponses have been well described previously.

For example, women have more antibody-pro-
ducing B lymphocytes and make more antibodies 
in general. So it may be that women make a more 

effective “measured” response to SARS-CoV-2 as a 
result, whereas the male response is more errat-
ic: at first ineffective, then extreme during severe 
acute infection, but disappearing more rapidly 
once the infection is cleared.

Antibody-producing LLPCs are also not the only 
components of the immune response that are im-
portant for long-lived protection against viruses. 
A different type of immune cell – memory T lym-
phocytes – that persist long after the virus has 
been cleared and orchestrate a stronger, quicker 
immune response upon reinfection are also crucial.

Promisingly, data is now appearing to show 
that these cells, which can kill virus-infected cells 
as well as help with antibody production, also per-
sist up to six months after initial infection with 
SARS-CoV-2 in both men and women.

There are high hopes that several effective vac-
cines against SARS-CoV-2 will soon be available. 
Although it’s too early to say whether these will 
result in long-term protection, it is safe to say that 
to do so, they will need to effect long-lived antibody 
responses in both women and men. From what 
we’re beginning to see, the trajectory of these re-
sponses might be different in each sex.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in Biomedical 
Sciences, Brunel University London]

CHRIS BRYANT
theconversation.com

Cultured meat made from animal 
cells without animal slaughter 

has been approved for sale for the 
first time. The approval, granted by 
the Singapore Food Agency to US 
food company Eat Just for their cul-
tured “chicken bites”, is a watershed 
moment for the future of meat.

Unlike existing products, which 
imitate meat with plant-based ingre-
dients, cultured meat will provide 
us with a new way to make the real 
thing. As well as avoiding animal 
slaughter, cultured meat could be key 
to addressing public health concerns 
linked to meat from animals and has 
just a fraction of the environmen-
tal impact of conventional meat. Al-
though not quite as green as eating 
plants only, cultured meat may be a 
way to satiate our global appetite for 
animal meat without all the problems 
animal farming entails.

The technology has been in de-
velopment for many years, with Nasa 
first experimenting with cultured 
meat in 2001. Over a decade later, in 
2013, tasters tried the world’s first 
cultured meat hamburger at a press 
event in London. At that time the 
quality was rudimentary – tasters 
said that despite a distinctly meaty 
taste, the product lacked texture and 
especially fat, problems which the 
industry has since been working to 
address. More importantly perhaps, 
prohibitively high costs meant that 
commercialisation seemed a long 

way away – at the time, it was report-
ed that the burger cost US$280,000.

Since then, scientists have made 
great strides to make cultured meat 
a reality. Millions of dollars in invest-
ment have poured into the dozens of 
cultured meat startups across Asia, 
Europe, and America. Scientists have 
overcome many technical barriers, 
from developing cell lines to refining 
bioreactors to identifying a sustain-
able medium for the meat to grow 
in. Following the news of approval in 
Singapore, it is not unlikely that other 
countries will follow suit: regulatory 
discussions are already well under-
way in Europe and the US.

Once cultured meat is approved 
for market, the next big question con-
cerns consumers – who will want to 
eat cultured meat, and how can more 
people be persuaded to embrace the 
future of food? These questions have 
been the topic of my PhD research, 
and the data leaves me cautiously op-
timistic about consumer adoption of 
cultured meat.

EATING ANIMALS
Although most people eat meat, 

many are less than comfortable with 
the way animals are used in factory 
farming and most view veganism as 
more ethical and better for the envi-
ronment.

This baseline level of ambivalence 
about eating animals may account 
for quite high levels of interest in 
cultured meat: surveys indicate that 
more than half of European consum-
ers want to try cultured meat, and 
around two-thirds of Americans. In 

Asia, where cultured meat will first 
be sold, public acceptance is even 
higher.

Not everybody is on board with 
the concept: research has found 
that some consumers are concerned 
about food safety, and may view cul-
tured meat as unnatural. Many of 
these fears appear to be associated 
with food neophobia (a fear of new 
foods). Such concerns appear to be 
more common in older, less educat-
ed, and more conservative consum-
ers. That said, religious scholars have 
indicated that cultured meat could be 
endorsed as both kosher and halal, 
indicating potential appeal to reli-
gious groups.

Even those who are open to trying 
cultured meat are unlikely to adopt it 
in the long term unless it is affordable 
and it passes the all-important taste 
test. Eat Just has said that although 
their first-of-their-kind cultured 
chicken is currently an expensive 
high-end product, it is likely in the 
longer term that cultured meat will 
be cheaper than meat from animals. 
Consumers in Singapore will decide 
whether the chicken bites pass the 
taste test, but Eat Just’s demonstra-
tions have left journalists impressed.

All of these things are likely to 
improve with time. Not only will cul-
tured meat products get better and 
cheaper as the technology advances, 
but consumers will probably view it 
as more acceptable the more famil-
iar they get with it. Approval by the 
Singapore Food Agency is likely to be 
seen by consumers as a major signal 

of safety and quality, further bolster-
ing acceptance.

TASTE AND PRICE ARE KEY
Also, the data suggests that cul-

tured meat can appeal to consumers, 
which plant-based alternatives fail to 
satisfy. Those who consume plant-
based meat alternatives are more 
likely to be women and probably 
already have meat-reducing tenden-
cies. Conversely, cultured meat tends 
to appeal more to men – especially to 
the heaviest meat eaters.

While some may see cultured meat 
as unnatural, the biggest meat-lovers 
are generally the most excited to try 
it. The technology, therefore, has the 
potential to substantially reduce de-
mand for conventional meat, possibly 
far more than plant-based meat.

In the long term, getting the price 
and taste right are paramount for 
consumer adoption of cultured meat. 
There is some level of food neopho-
bia, and not everybody will be an ear-
ly adopter, but acceptance of cultured 
meat will probably increase over time 
as familiarity increases and products 
get better and cheaper.

The science of cultured meat has 
made great strides in the past decade, 
from proof of concept to approval for 
sale to the public. This seal of ap-
proval is a major milestone for the 
technology and a major signal to the 
world that cultured meat is not only 
safe, but feasible, and could play a 
major role in the world’s future pro-
tein landscape.

[the writer is PhD Candidate, 
University of Bath]
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Imprisoned hacker ordered to be 
released, promptly deported

Imprisoned hacker ordered to be 
released, promptly deported

Arunachal reports 28 
more COVID-19 cases

14 booked under new anti-
conversion law in UP's Mau

Elephant found dead in Bengal; 
electrocution suspected

Lucknow police stops interfaith wedding
Lucknow, Dec 4 (PTI): 
Days after the Uttar 
Pradesh government 
promulgated a stringent 
anti-conversion law, 
the police here stopped 
an interfaith wedding, 
saying the couple did 
not complete legal for-
malities.

The families of the 
bride and the groom 
were called to Para po-
lice station and informed 
about the new law. They 
decided to defer the 
wedding and follow the 
norms laid for an inter-
faith marriage under the 
Special Marriage Act, the 
police said.

For an interfaith mar-
riage, a couple may get 
married without chang-
ing their religion by 
registering themselves 
under the Special Mar-
riage Act.

But if anyone wishes 
to convert to another re-
ligion, they will have to 
submit a declaration at 
least 60 days in advance 
to the respective district 
magistrate or addition-
al district magistrate 
as per the recently pro-
mulgated Uttar Pradesh 

Prohibition of Unlawful 
Conversion of Religion 
Ordinance, 2020.

After receiving in-
formation about the 
wedding on Wednesday, 
a police team reached 
the venue in Para area's 
Duda Colony, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (ADCP), south, 
Suresh Chandra Rawat 
said on Friday.

It was found that 

preparations were un-
derway to solemnise the 
marriage of Raina Gupta 
(22), a chemistry post-
graduate, and Moham-
mad Asif (23), a pharma-
cist, with the consent of 
their families, he said.

Both the families 
were called to Para po-
lice station and informed 
about the new law.

"The families were 
told that the new ordi-

nance has provisions to 
check religious conversions 
carried out through allure-
ment, coercion, force, fraud, 
or marriage. Both the fam-
ilies have now decided to 
follow the proper process 
for interfaith marriages," 
Rawat said.

"The police then 
asked the families to 
complete the necessary 
formalities for the mar-
riage and they agreed," 

ADCP Rawat said. No FIR 
was lodged in the matter, 
the police said.

"Under the provi-
sions of the ordinance, an 
inquiry will be conduct-
ed about the intention or 
purpose of the conver-
sion and violation of this 
provision will have the ef-
fect of such conversion be-
ing rendered null and void," 
said senior lawyer Hemant 
Kumar Upadhyay.

"The converted per-
son will have to make an-
other declaration in the 
prescribed format within 
six months of conversion. 
A violation of this will in-
vite punishment from six 
months up to three years 
with a fine of Rs 10,000," 
he said.

Uttar Pradesh Gover-
nor Anandiben Patel on 
November 28 gave as-
sent to the Uttar Pradesh 
Prohibition of Unlawful 
Conversion of Religion 
Ordinance, 2020, against 
forcible or fraudulent re-
ligious conversions.

The law provides for 
imprisonment of up to 
10 years and a maximum 
fine of Rs 50,000 under 
different categories.

Odisha reports 377 new COVID-19 
cases, five more deaths

People's Party of Arunachal 
suspends its lone MLA

Refusing to vacate protest site, health 
workers lathicharged in Bhopal

Alexandria, Dec 4 (AP): A 
computer hacker serving 
20 years for giving the 
Islamic State group the 
personal data of more 
than 1,300 US govern-
ment and military person-
nel has been granted com-
passionate release because 
of the coronavirus pan-
demic and will be placed 
in ICE custody for prompt 
deportation, a federal judge 
ordered Thursday.

U.S. District Judge 
Leonie M. Brinkema in 
Alexandria signed the 
order reducing the sen-
tence of Ardit Ferizi to 
time served. Brinkema 

also ordered the Bureau 
of Prisons to immediate-
ly place Ferizi in a 14-
day quarantine to ensure 
he's not infected with the 
coronavirus. At the end 
of the quarantine, Fer-
izi will be released into 
the custody of Immigra-
tion and Customs En-
forcement so he can be 
deported to Kosovo, the 
judge ordered.

Ferizi, 24, will remain 
on supervised release 
for 10 years as imposed 
when he was sentenced 
in September 2016, 
Brinkema wrote.

In a handwritten mo-

tion from prison, Ferizi 
said earlier this fall that 
his asthma and obesity 
placed him at greater risk 
for COVID-19. He also 
said special restrictions 
at the prison require him 
to check in with staff ev-
ery two hours, increasing 
his contact with guards 
and his risk of contract-
ing the coronavirus.

Brinkema initially 
rejected Ferizi's request 
at a hearing in October, 
citing concerns that he 
might resume hacking if 
released, among other 
issues. Prosecutors had 
opposed Ferizi's release.

Alexandria, Dec 4 (AP): 
A computer hacker serv-
ing 20 years for giving 
the Islamic State group 
the personal data of more 
than 1,300 US govern-
ment and military per-
sonnel has been granted 
compassionate release 
because of the corona-
virus pandemic and will 
be placed in ICE custody 
for prompt deportation, 
a federal judge ordered 
Thursday.

U.S. District Judge 
Leonie M. Brinkema in 
Alexandria signed the 
order reducing the sen-
tence of Ardit Ferizi to 

time served. Brinkema 
also ordered the Bureau 
of Prisons to immediate-
ly place Ferizi in a 14-day 
quarantine to ensure he's 
not infected with the coro-
navirus. At the end of the 
quarantine, Ferizi will be 
released into the custody 
of Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement so he 
can be deported to Koso-
vo, the judge ordered.

Ferizi, 24, will re-
main on supervised 
release for 10 years as 
imposed when he was 
sentenced in September 
2016, Brinkema wrote. 
In a handwritten mo-

tion from prison, Ferizi 
said earlier this fall that 
his asthma and obesity 
placed him at greater risk 
for COVID-19. He also 
said special restrictions 
at the prison require him 
to check in with staff ev-
ery two hours, increasing 
his contact with guards 
and his risk of contract-
ing the coronavirus.

Brinkema initially 
rejected Ferizi's request 
at a hearing in October, 
citing concerns that he 
might resume hacking if 
released, among other 
issues. Prosecutors had 
opposed Ferizi's release.

Bhopal, 04 Dec [NDTV]: 
Madhya Pradesh's pro-
testing healthcare work-
ers were brutally lathich-
arged on Thursday when 
they refused to vacate the 
site of their agitation - for 
regularisation of jobs - in 
state capital Bhopal.

Fifteen protesters 
and a few policemen, 
including a station in-
charge, were injured.

The police were di-
rected to remove the pro-
testing healthcare work-
ers, who refused to budge 
and soon started throwing 
kicks and punches inviting 
police action.

The confrontation 
took an ugly turn when 
the police tried to re-
move the demonstrators 
forcefully from Neelam 
Park - a designated pro-
test site in the city - since 
their permission had 
ended on Wednesday. 
The ground had been al-
lotted to victims of Bho-
pal Gas Tragedy, which 
took place in 1984 on the 
night of December 2-3.

However, when the 

contractual healthcare 
workers refused to leave, 
the police resorted to use 
of mild force.

Several images and 
videos of the incident 
have since been shared 
widely on social media 
platforms.

In April this year, 
6,213 healthcare work-
ers were appointed by 
the Madhya Pradesh 
government on contract 
basis for three months. 
Their contract was re-
newed for a total of nine 
months as the Covid cri-
sis in the state escalated.

Since their service 
contracts are going to 

end on December 31, the 
healthcare workers have 
been protesting demand-
ing that their jobs be reg-
ularised.

Madhya Pradesh has 
so far recorded about 
2.10 lakh cases of coro-
navirus, with 3,300 
deaths. The state is see-
ing a surge in cases just 
as India's overall daily 
infection numbers have 
reduced to lowest since 
July.

In Madhya Pradesh, 
11 ministers, including 
Chief Minister Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan, have 
contracted COVID-19 till 
now.

Itanagar, Dec 4 (PTI): 
The People's Party of 
Arunachal (PPA) has 
suspended its lone 
MLA, Kardo Nyigyor, 
for alleged anti-party 
activities.

Nyigyor represents 
the Likabali constitu-
ency in the Lower Siang 
district.

PPA president Kahfa 
Bengia said on Thursday 
that the decision to sus-
pend Nyigyor was taken 
after receiving proof of 
his indulgence in an-
ti-party activities.

"The PPA has suffered 
enough through various 
defections from time to 
time, and this time it is 
in no mood to suffer the 
same. The party is left 
with no other alternative 

but to place him under 
suspension with imme-
diate effect," Bengia said.

The PPA, despite be-
ing the lone regional par-
ty in the state, has been 
the victim of political de-
fections for many years 
and the drastic step has 
been taken to curtail de-
fections and to bolster a 
strong opposition bench, 
he said.

"It is high time that 
the younger generation, 
especially the educat-
ed youths, realise the 
importance of having a 
strong regional political 
party in the state," he 
added. Nyigyor, however, 
could not be contacted 
for comments.

Nyigyor is the only 
legislator of the PPA in the 

60- member Arunachal 
Pradesh assembly. The 
BJP has 41 seats, the Ja-
nata Dal (United) seven, 
and the National People's 
Party (NPP) five. The 
Congress has four seats, 
while there are two Inde-
pendents MLAs.

Last month, the JD(U) 
had issued 14-day sus-
pension notices to three 
legislators over anti-par-
ty activities.

Kalaktang MLA Dor-
jee Wangdi Kharma, 
Mariyang-Geku MLA 
Kanggong Taku and 
Bomdila legislator Don-
gru Siongu elected Ta-
lam Tabo as the JD(U)'s 
legislative party leader 
allegedly without the 
knowledge of the state 
president.

Bhubaneswar, Dec 
4 (PTI): Odisha's 
COVID-19 tally mounted 
to 3,20,394 on Friday as 
377 more people tested 
positive for the infection, 
while five fresh fatalities 
pushed the death toll to 
1,760, a health depart-
ment official said.

Of the new cases, 215 
were reported from dif-
ferent quarantine cen-
tres and 162 detected 
during contact tracing.

Khurda district, of 
which state capital Bhu-
baneswar is a part, re-
corded the maximum 
number of fresh cas-
es at 56, followed by 

Sundargarh at 47 and 
Angul at 28.

Three districts - 
Boudh, Gajapati and 
Nawrangpur - have not 
registered any fresh case, 
he said.

Taking to the Twit-
ter, the Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Department 
said, "Regret to inform 
the demise of five COVID 
positive patients while 
under treatment in hos-
pitals."

Of the five fresh fatal-
ities, two were reported 
from Keonjhar and one 
each from Mayurbhanj, 
Malkangiri and Nuapada.

Khurda district ac-

counted for 299 of the 
1,760 deaths, followed 
by Ganjam (245), Sund-
argarh (149), Cuttack 
(134) and Puri (104).

Fifty-three coronavi-
rus patients have so far 
died in the state due to 
comorbidities, the offi-
cial said. Odisha current-
ly has 4,558 active cases, 
while 3,24,023 patients 
have recovered from the 
infection.

The state has so far 
conducted over 60.60 
lakh sample tests, includ-
ing 40,936 on Thursday.

The positivity rate 
now stands at 5.29 per 
cent, he added.

Mau (UP), Dec 4 (PTI): 
Fourteen people have 
been booked under the 
new anti-conversion 
law here, police said on 
Friday.

Shabab Khan aka 
Rahul (38) and 13 of 
his acquaintances were 
booked under relevant 
sections of the Indian 
Penal Code and Uttar 
Pradesh Prohibition of 
Unlawful Conversion 
of Religion Ordinance, 
2020, police said.

The FIR was lodged 
on Thursday night at 
the Chiraiyakot Police 

Station in Mau district 
following a compliant by 
a resident of Molnaganj 
village, ASP, Tribhuvan 
Nath Tripathi said.

According to the 
complainant, Khan, who 
is married, allegedly ab-
ducted his 27-year-old 
daughter along with his 
associates on the eve of 
her wedding on Novem-
ber 30 with the intent to 
change her religion, po-
lice said.

The state police had 
made its first arrest under 
the new anti-conversion 
law in Bareilly, days after 

a man complained that 
someone was harassing 
his daughter in a bid to 
change her religion.

Uttar Pradesh Gov-
ernor Anandiben Patel 
on November 28 had 
given assent to the Ut-
tar Pradesh Prohibition 
of Unlawful Conversion 
of Religion Ordinance, 
2020, against forcible or 
fraudulent religious con-
versions.

The law provides for 
imprisonment of up to 
10 years and a maximum 
fine of Rs 50,000 under 
different categories.

Itanagar, Dec 4 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh 
on Friday report-
ed 28 more cases of 
COVID-19, taking the 
tally to 16,348, a senior 
health official said.

Single-day recoveries 
continued to outnumber 
fresh cases as 37 more 
people were cured of the 
disease, State Surveil-
lance Officer (SSO) Lob-
sang Jampa said.

Of the fresh cases, 
eight were reported from 
Lower Subansiri, five 
from Changlang, four 
from West Kameng and 
three from the Capital 
Complex region, he said.

Two cases each were 
also recorded in Shi-Yomi 
and Namsai, while one 
case each was detected 
in Tirap, Lohit, Lower 
Siang and Lepa Rada, the 
official said.

Twenty-seven in-

fections were detected 
through rapid antigen 
tests, while the other was 
diagnosed through RT-
PCR test, he said.

The state now has 
769 active cases, while 
15,525 people have been 
cured and 54 patients 
have succumbed to the 
infection, the official said.

The recovery rate in 
the state stands at 94.96 
per cent, he said.

The positivity is 5.04 
per cent, Jampa said.

The Capital Com-
plex region, compris-
ing Itanagar, Naharla-
gun, Nirjuli and Ban-
derdewa, has the high-
est number of active 
cases at 550, followed 
by West Kameng (60) 
and Lepa Rada (22).

The state has so far 
tested 3,62,267 samples 
for COVID-19, including 
1,017 on Thursday.

Kolkata, Dec 4 (PTI): 
The carcass of an adult 
elephant was found in 
West Bengal's Jalpaigu-
ri district on Friday and 
it is suspected she was 
electrocuted to death, a 
top forest official said.

The female elephant 
was found dead in Huld-
ibari tea garden area in 
Binnaguri in the morn-
ing, Chief Wildlife War-
den V K Yadav told re-
porters.

"Site inspection sug-
gests electrocution to be 
the cause of death due 
to sagging high-tension 
electric wires.

However, it can be 
confirmed only after the 
post-mortem examina-
tion," he said, quoting a 

report by the Gorumara 
DFO.

Nine elephants have 
died in north Bengal this 
year due to electrocution, 
as per the Forest Depart-
ment.

"The principal cause 
of deaths of elephants 
was found to be the un-
authorised extension of 
low-tension domestic 
power lines on the pe-
riphery of the forests 
and the use of electric 
fences," Yadav had said 
recently.

The department has 
launched a campaign in 
the plantation areas in 
north Bengal to avert 
man-elephant conflict 
and minimise deaths 
caused by electrocution.
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Shut out for 9 months, fans back 
at top-level English soccer

London, Dec 4 (AP): Sitting 
apart but united in melody, 
Arsenal supporters restored a 
semblance of normality to an 
English stadium.

Even the customary chant-
ing against its north London 
rival Stand up if you hate Tot-
tenham was back.

The fans had waited 271 
days to return to the Emirates 
Stadium, and to see Alexandre 
Lacazette run over to cele-
brate in front of them. Just as 
he did against West Ham in 
March, Lacazette scored first 
in a 4-1 win against Rapid Vi-
enna in the Europa League on 
Thursday night.

It was amazing, Lacazette 
said.

It really helped us during 
the game. Even in bad mo-
ments they pushed us.

The lucky 2,000 fans in-
side Emirates Stadium were 
the first spectators allowed 
into a top-level competitive 
game in England since March 
11 the day the coronavirus 
was declared a pandemic by 
the W.H.O. Sports then shut 
down and stadiums were 
closed to spectators once 
competitions eventually re-
sumed.

Britain is an outlier in 
Europe. It's had the most 
coronavirus deaths on the 
continent, with the total go-

ing over 60,000 with another 
414 in the day before the Ar-
senal match. But it is the first 
of the major nations to allow 
supporters back into football 
games during COVID-19's sec-
ond wave.

Arsenal fans Steve Man-
zanero recovered from the 
coronavirus last month it was 
pretty nasty but sees fans re-
turning as a necessary part in 
the reopening of society.

Listening to our team, our 
players trying to play without 
any of the fans roaring has 
been the worst, Manzanero 
said.

Fans are being urged to 
wear masks, avoid high-fiving 
and hugging as part of social 
distancing. Curbing that sing-
ing will be harder to do.

I'm screaming my lungs 
out, Manzanero said.

If I'm not hoarse by the 
time I go back to work tomor-
row then we haven't had a 
good time."

Arsenal's former stadium 
Highbury was often mock-
ingly called The Library by 
rival fans over a lack of atmo-
sphere. The few fans allowed 
in on Thursday night certain-
ly made sure they were heard 

and showed the lockdown 
hadn't dampened the humor.

You're not signing any 
more, they serenaded the 
nonexistent away fans after 
Eddie Nketiah scored Arse-
nal's third.

For now, only home fans 
are being allowed into stadi-
ums. So only the Tottenham 
faithful will be at the derby 
against Arsenal in the Pre-
mier League on Sunday.

And while London stadi-
ums are allowed 2,000 fans 
because the capital is subject 
to the second tier of coro-
navirus restrictions after 

England's second lockdown 
ended earlier this week, half 
the Premier League grounds 
including in Manchester are 
in tier three areas so cannot 
have any crowds yet.

This sport without fans is 
completely different, Arsenal 
manager Mikel Arteta said.

Everything is flatter, the 
players lose a little bit of 
purpose and emotion. It is 
something that you want to 
share." Arteta had become so 
accustomed to empty stadi-
ums that, at one point during 
the game, he was slow to re-
act when fans asked him for 

a wave. It makes a huge dif-
ference," Arteta said, to feel 
that support and energy from 
them. Lewis Bones missed out 
on a ticket but still came to sa-
vor the return of a flicker of an 
atmosphere returning outside 
the Emirates.

I need it like oxygen taking 
football away from us with all 
the COVID-19 has been killing 
us as fans, the 33-year-old 
Bones said.

Without a crowd, football 
is nothing." Ben Weeden felt 
safer coming back into his 
Arsenal seat than going to the 
supermarket.

It's been a hole. It's not 
the same the excitement you 
get when it's a game day, get-
ting the train, the walk here, 
the buzz," the 31-year-old 
Weeden said. You miss it and 
I don't think you realize how 
much you miss it until you 
can't do it.

For mental health reasons, 
it's a distraction sometimes 
for some people. It's going to 
bring people together again, 
at a time when we need it." 
At the final whistle, it also 
brought the fans and players 
together again as the Arsenal 
squad went over to applaud 
the crowd.

It's great to see you, to 
hear you back," the stadium 
announcer said.

Arsenal return reminded me that 
matchdays are such a precious ritual

Bayern's Davies voted Canada's top player
Ottawa, 04 Dec [Reuters]: Bay-
ern Munich’s Alphonso Davies has 
been named the 2020 Canadian 
Player of the Year, Canada Soc-
cer said on Thursday, on the back 
of a remarkable season with the 
Bundesliga club.

The 20-year-old left back, who 
also claimed the honour in 2018, 
enjoyed a stellar year in which the 
German club won five trophies, in-
cluding the Champions League.

Davies earned the highest vot-
ing score from Canadian media 
and coaches, finishing just ahead 
of Christine Sinclair’s record set in 
2012, Canada Soccer said.

“I just want to play the game 
that I love,” Davies said on a call 
with media while adding that his 
main focus is returning from the 
ankle injury he suffered in October.

“With everything that’s going on I’m 
very grateful, very humbled for every-
thing that’s happening around me.”

Davies’s marauding runs down 
the left became a feature of Bay-
ern’s stunning 2019-20 campaign 
as he cemented his place in the 
side and marked himself out as one 
of the game’s hottest prospects.

Highlights from Bayern’s 
march to the Champions League 
title included a dribble from the 

flank to tee up Joshua Kimmich 
to slot home in their stunning 8-2 
quarter-final win over Barcelona 
and his run and cross for Robert 
Lewandowski to score against 
Chelsea in their last 16, first leg.

“To see what Alphonso Davies 
has accomplished this year is awe 
inspiring for the next generation of 
players,” national team head coach 
John Herdman said in a statement.

“His achievements have raised 
the flag in our sport higher than 
anyone else in our lifetime on the 
men’s side of the game and he has 
helped put this country as a foot-
ball country on the world map.”

TIM STILLMAN
London, 04 Dec 
[theGuardian]: Since I 
was a boy one of my fa-
vourite sounds inside a 
football ground would 
usually occur during the 
opening minutes of an 
evening game in the win-
ter, when a centre-half 
would do something 
mundane such as head 
the ball back to the goal-
keeper and thousands 
of gloved hands would 
pump together, creating 
a wintry sonic boom.

Never did I foresee 
attending an evening 
game in December to the 

sound of muffled sing-
ing beneath mandatory 
face masks. I was at the 
final match at Highbury 
and the first game at the 
Emirates but in years 
to come how will I view 
attending the first game 
with fans allowed back at 
Emirates Stadium during 
a pandemic?

The pre-match rou-
tines were different, of 
course. It’s not possible 
to meet a group of mates 
and a handful of ac-
quaintances in the pub. 
Instead, 12 of us gath-
ered in two groups of 
six underneath a railway 

bridge and drank from 
tins like 14-year olds. I 
didn’t expect to become 
emotional but as we en-
tered through the turn-
stiles and the stewards 
applauded the fans one 
by one it choked me up.

It made me think of 
going to Highbury with 
my grandparents, my 
mum, my sister, of coming 
to games my wife – none 
could be there on Thursday 
for various reasons – and 
I must admit I ‘had a mo-
ment’. Inside it was busi-
ness as usual as we quickly 
reconnected with the sta-
dium experience, shouting 

utterly redundant advice 
in support of our team: “To 
him! To him!” or “Take him 
on, Nico!”

The players applaud-
ed us warmly before 
kick-off and though this 
was not a return to nor-
mality by any means, it 
was a night for reconnec-
tion – with the players, 
our friends, our match-
day muscle memory. As 
the stewards clapped 
and whooped each sup-
porter, it was a reminder 
that to be a fan is to be 
part of a community and 
that a matchday is a pre-
cious ritual.

BMW, Audi exits rock Formula 
E but Agag says series is solid

Hosts Italy 
face Spain, 
Belgium 
play France 
in Nations 
League semis
London, 04 Dec (Reu-
ters): Italy have been 
drawn to face Spain 
while Belgium will meet 
France in the last four of 
the Nations League finals 
which will be hosted by 
the Italians next October, 
UEFA said on Thursday.

Italy to host Na-
tions League finals next 
year-UEFA

The matches will be 
at San Siro in Milan on 
Oct. 6 and the Juventus 
Stadium in Turin a day 
later, respectively, UEFA 
said after an Executive 
Committee meeting via 
video conference.

The final will take 
place in Milan on Oct. 
10, while the third-place 
playoff will be held the 
same day in Turin.

Italy, who topped Na-
tions League Group A1, 
will face Spain for the 
first time in a major tour-
nament since they beat 
them 2-0 in the last-16 of 
Euro 2016.

Their most recent 
meeting in a World Cup 
qualifier saw Spain win 
3-0 in Madrid three years 
ago and they are in form 
after thrashing Germany 
6-0 in Seville en route to 
topping Group A4.

“Like us, they have 
a lot of new players and 
are still putting out a 
strong team. They have 
a different style now 
but are still a technical 
side,” Italy coach Roberto 
Mancini said.

Spain boss Luis En-
rique added: “Italy may 
look a little like us in that 
they want to regain the 
level of yesteryear.

“They’re in a period 
of change. We have time 
until October to study 
them and we’ll see their 
strengths and weak-
nesses.”

Group A3 winners 
France renew their rival-
ry with Belgium, having 
beaten them 1-0 in their 
last meeting at the 2018 
World Cup semi-finals in 
Russia before going on to 
win the tournament.

Meanwhile, UEFA 
said the Albanian cap-
ital Tirana would host 
the first final of its new 
third-tier club competi-
tion - the Europa Confer-
ence League - in 2022 at 
the National Arena.

The governing body 
added Romania and 
Georgia will co-host the 
16-team European Un-
der-21 Championship fi-
nals in 2023.

It also said the Ex-
ecutive Committee had 
decided to remove a 
ban imposed on Oct. 20 
on UEFA competition 
matches being played in 
Azerbaijan and Armenia.

Armenia, Azerbai-
jan and Russia said last 
month they had signed 
a deal to end the mili-
tary conflict over the Na-
gorno-Karabakh region 
after more than a month 
of bloodshed.

London, 04 Dec (Re-
uters): Formula E is 
in good shape and still 
attracting strong manu-
facturer interest despite 
BMW and Audi announc-
ing their departures after 
next season, the electric 
racing series’ founder 
and chairman Alejandro 
Agag said on Thursday.

The Spaniard told 
Reuters he was talking 
to three other big car 
companies keen to enter 
the city-based champion-
ship.

“Manufacturers come 
and go and make their 
decisions based on many 
different factors... some 
car manufacturers have 
been impacted very 
heavily by COVID,” he 
said.

“The number of man-
ufacturers we have is still 
bigger than any other 
championship.

“There is great appe-
tite for entry in the cham-
pionship... the news may 
seem a lot more impact-
ful than it really is.”

The two German car-
makers announced this 
week that they would 
leave next year, with 
BMW saying its strategic 
focus was shifting.

“When it comes to the 
development of e-drive-
trains, BMW Group has 
essentially exhausted 
the opportunities for this 
form of technology trans-
fer in the competitive en-
vironment of Formula E,” 
it added.

The comments raised 
questions about wheth-
er the series, starting its 
seventh season in Janu-
ary, had peaked or run 
out of relevance to car 
makers shifting produc-
tion to electric vehicles.

“My entire staff de-
velop electric hypercars. 
I don’t think a few of 
them watch Formula E. 
I have the feeling that 
these times are over,” 
Mate Rimac, founder of 
electric hypercar maker 

Rimac, told a Financial 
Times ‘Future of the Car’ 
summit on Thursday.

“Tesla was never in-
volved in any racing and 
it has built the most valu-
able brand in the world.”

COVID IMPACT
Agag said he learned 

of BMW’s decision only 
an hour before it was an-
nounced.

“With the impact of 
COVID on car sales, ob-
viously budgets are very 
important. If that ele-
ment wasn’t there who 
knows, probably the de-
cision would have been 
different,” he said.

Mercedes, dominant 
in Formula One and 
who also have a Formu-
la E team, indicated they 
would be staying but 
wanted to see costs cut.

“We remain commit-
ted as long as the frame-
work for future regu-
lations, financial regu-
lations, and technical 
regulations, remain at-
tractive for Mercedes,” 
Mercedes motorsport 
head Toto Wolff told au-
tosport.com.

“I think that BMW 
leaving doesn’t mean 
that Andretti’s leaving, 
and Audi leaving doesn’t 
mean that the Audi entry 
is leaving.”

Agag said only one 

entry was affected, since 
BMW never had one of 
their own and were tech-
nical partners of Andretti 
Motorsport.

“We have never had 
a stronger cash position 
and financial stability. 
It’s definitely something 
we can manage,” said the 
Spaniard, whose major 
shareholders are Liber-
ty Global and Discovery 
Communications.

Other major car-
makers in the series are 
Porsche, Nissan, Jaguar 
and Citroen’s DS brand.

Agag said he agreed 
100% with Wolff on the 
need for a budget cap to 
be introduced, and would 
like to see a limit of 15 
million euros ($18.22 
million) a year.

“We need to imple-
ment this cost cap as 
soon as possible. But 
we were going to do it 
before the decision by 
BMW and Audi,” he add-
ed. “This may actually 
help implement it faster, 
which I think is a very 
good thing.

“For me the budget 
cap would be even lower 
but it’s very funny that 
some of the manufactur-
ers who are leaving now 
were the ones saying we 
cannot put the budget 
cap lower.”



7SummitTIMES | 05 December 2020

HAVE  A STORY TO SHARE? 
email us: 

news@summittimes.com

ElseWhere

Bangladesh moves ahead with 
Rohingya refugee relocation

DHAKA, Bangladesh 
(AP): Authorities in Ban-
gladesh on Friday started 
sending a first group of 
more than 1,500 Rohing-
ya refugees to an isolated 
island despite calls by 
human rights groups for 
a halt to the process.

The 1,642 refugees 
were boarding seven 
Bangladeshi naval ves-
sels in the port of Chit-
tagong for the trip to 
Bhashan Char, according 
to an official, who could 
not be named in accor-
dance with local practice.

The island was once 
regularly submerged by 
monsoon rains but now 
has flood protection em-
bankments, houses, hos-
pitals and mosques built 
at a cost of more than 
$112 million by the Ban-
gladesh navy.

Located 21 miles (34 
kilometers) from the 
mainland, the island sur-
faced only 20 years ago 
and was never inhabited.

The United Nations 
has also voiced concern 
that refugees be allowed 
to make a “free and in-
formed decision” about 
whether to relocate to 
the island in the Bay of 
Bengal.

The island’s facilities 
are built to accommo-
date 100,000 people, just 
a fraction of the million 
Rohingya Muslims who 
have fled waves of vio-
lent persecution in their 
native Myanmar and 
are currently living in 
crowded, squalid refugee 
camps.

On Thursday, 11 pas-
senger buses carrying 
refugees left Cox’s Bazar 
district on the way to the 
island, where they are 
expected to arrive after 

an overnight stopover, a 
government official in-
volved with the process 
said on condition of an-
onymity because he was 
not authorized to speak 
to the media.

He said “a few thou-
sand” refugees were in 
the first batch. Author-
ities in Cox’s Bazar did 
not say how the refugees 
were selected for reloca-
tion.

About 700,000 Ro-
hingya fled to the camps 
in Cox’s Bazar after Au-
gust 2017, when the 
military in Buddhist-ma-
jority Myanmar began a 
harsh crackdown on the 
Muslim group following 
an attack by insurgents. 
The crackdown included 
rapes, killings and the 
torching of thousands of 
homes, and was termed 
ethnic cleansing by glob-
al rights groups and the 
U.N.

Foreign media have 
not been permitted to 
visit the island.

Contractors say its 
infrastructure is like a 

modern township, with 
multifamily concrete 
homes, schools, play-
grounds and roads. It 
also has solar-power fa-
cilities, a water supply 
system and cyclone shel-
ters.

International aid 
agencies and the U.N. 
have vehemently op-
posed the relocation 
since it was first pro-
posed in 2015, express-
ing fear that a big storm 
could overwhelm the is-
land and endanger thou-
sands of lives.

The U.N. said in a 
statement Wednesday 
that it has not been in-
volved in preparations 
for the relocation or the 
selection of refugees and 
has limited information 
about the overall plan.

“The United Nations 
takes this opportunity to 
highlight its longstand-
ing position that Ro-
hingya refugees must be 
able to make a free and 
informed decision about 
relocating to Bhasan 
Char based upon rele-

vant, accurate and updat-
ed information,” it said.

Amnesty Interna-
tional and Human Rights 
Watch on Thursday 
urged the government 
to cancel the relocation 
plan.

The current refugee 
camps near the town of 
Cox’s Bazar are over-
crowded and unhygienic. 
Disease and organized 
crime are rampant. Edu-
cation is limited and ref-
ugees are not allowed to 
work.

Still, most Rohingya 
are unwilling to return 
to Myanmar due to safe-
ty concerns. Government 
officials didn’t have an 
estimate of how many 
refugees would be will-
ing to be relocated to the 
island.

Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina has re-
peatedly told the U.N. and 
other international part-
ners that her administra-
tion would consult them 
before making a final 
decision on the reloca-
tion, and that no refugees 

would be forced to move. 
Bangladesh attempted to 
start sending refugees 
back to Myanmar under a 
bilateral framework last 
November, but no one 
was willing to go.

The Rohingya are 
not recognized as citi-
zens in Myanmar, ren-
dering them stateless, 
and face other forms of 
state-sanctioned dis-
crimination.

A U.N.-sponsored in-
vestigation in 2018 rec-
ommended the prose-
cution of Myanmar’s top 
military commanders 
on charges of genocide, 
war crimes and crimes 
against humanity for 
the violence against the 
Rohingya.

Myanmar is defend-
ing itself in the Interna-
tional Court of Justice in 
the Hague, Netherlands, 
after the West African na-
tion of Gambia brought a 
case backed by the Or-
ganization for Islamic 
Cooperation, Canada and 
the Netherlands over the 
crackdown.

Chinese official says Australian 
PM overreacted to tweet

Canberra, Dec 4 (AP): 
China's senior diplomat 
in Australia said Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison 
overreacted to a social 
media post about alleged 
war crimes by Australian 
soldiers in Afghanistan, 
adding that his actions 
drew more attention to 
the report.

Earlier this week, 
Morrison said that a 
Chinese official's tweet 
showing the fake image 
of an Australian soldier 
appearing to slit a child's 
throat was truly repug-
nant and merits an apol-
ogy, which has not come 
from China.

I think it's unfor-
tunate that this issue 
evolved in such a way 
that has gone astray and 
now there is a much larg-
er visibility of the Brere-
ton report in China, Chi-
na's deputy ambassador, 
Wang Xining, said Friday.

More people are at-
tentive to what happened 
in Afghanistan. People 
wonder why a national 
leader would have such a 
strong opinion to an art-
work done by a normal 
young artist in China.

He was referring to 
a disturbing report by 
Australia's military earli-
er this month that found 
evidence that elite Aus-
tralian troops unlawfully 
killed 39 Afghan prison-
ers, farmers and civilians 
during the conflict in Af-
ghanistan.

It recommended that 
19 soldiers be referred to 
federal police for crimi-

nal investigation.
It followed a four-

year investigation by 
Maj. Gen. Paul Brereton, 
a judge and army re-
servist who was asked to 
look into the allegations 
and interviewed more 
than 400 witnesses and 
reviewed thousands of 
pages of documents.

Zhao Lijian, a spokes-
man for China's For-
eign Ministry, posted 
the graphic image that 
shows a grinning sol-
dier holding a bloodied 
knife to the throat of a 
veiled child, who is hold-
ing a lamb. Zhao wrote 
a caption with the tweet 
saying: Shocked by mur-
der of Afghan civilians & 
prisoners by Australian 
soldiers.

We strongly condemn 
such acts, & call for hold-
ing them accountable.

Many of Australia's 
allies have been critical 
of the tweet, with the Eu-
ropean Union calling it 
irresponsible."

We consider the de-

liberate dissemination 
of a fabricated image via 
social media accounts 
affiliated with China's 
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs to be irresponsible, 
insensitive, and not at all 
constructive, particularly 
given the subject in ques-
tion, said an EU spokes-
man.

Such behaviour and 
use of information tools 
to disseminate fabricat-
ed images or information 
cannot be justified.

Officials from the 
United States, New Zea-
land and Canada have 
also criticized the Chi-
nese tweet.

The rift between the 
two nations has grown 
since the Australian gov-
ernment called for an 
independent inquiry into 
the origins of the corona-
virus pandemic.

China has since im-
posed tariffs and other 
restrictions on a number 
of Australian exports, 
most recently to its lucra-
tive wine industry. 

Fauci apologizes for 
suggesting UK rushed 

vaccine decision
LONDON (AP): America’s top infectious disease 
expert has apologized for suggesting U.K. author-
ities rushed their authorization of a COVID-19 
vaccine, saying he has “great faith” in the coun-
try’s regulators.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Insti-
tute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, had sparked 
controversy with an earlier interview in which he 
said U.K. regulators hadn’t acted “as carefully” as 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.

Fauci said late Thursday that he meant to say 
U.S. authorities do things differently than their 
British counterparts, not better, but his com-
ments weren’t phrased properly.

“I do have great faith in both the scientific 
community and the regulatory community at the 
U.K., and anyone who knows me and my relation-
ship with that over literally decades, you know 
that’s the case,” Fauci told the BBC.

Britain on Wednesday became the first Western 
nation to authorize widespread use of a COVID-19 
vaccine when regulators gave emergency approv-
al to a product made by U.S. drugmaker Pfizer and 
Germany-based BioNTech. Critics have suggested 
that U.K. regulators emphasized speed over thor-
oughness when they reviewed data on the safety 
and effectiveness of the vaccine.

Fauci rejected that idea.
The FDA has to move more slowly because of 

the high degree of skepticism about vaccines in 
the U.S., Fauci said. Because of this, U.S. regulators 
are reviewing all of the raw data from Pfizer and 
BioNTech “in a way that could not possibly have 
been done any more quickly,” he said.

It will take the FDA at least another week to 
complete its review, but the U.S. and Britain will 
ultimately end up in the same place, Fauci said.

“At the end of the day, it’s going to be safe, it’s 
going to be effective,” he said. “The people in the U.K. 
are going to receive it, and they’re going to do really 
well, and the people in the United States are going 
to receive it, and we’re going to do pretty well.”

Israel urges citizens to avoid 
Gulf, cites Iran threat

JERUSALEM (AP): The 
Israeli government on 
Thursday urged its cit-
izens to avoid travel to 
the United Arab Emir-
ates and Bahrain, citing 
threats of Iranian attacks.

Iran has been threat-
ening to attack Israeli 
targets since its chief nu-
clear scientist, Mohsen 
Fakhrizadeh, was assas-
sinated last Friday near 
Tehran. It accuses Israel, 
which has been suspect-
ed in previous killings 
of Iranian nuclear scien-
tists, of being behind the 
shooting.

Israel has not com-
mented on the killing. 
But Fakhrizadeh has 
long been on Israel’s ra-
dar screen, with Prime 
Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu saying at a 2018 
news conference about 
Iran’s nuclear program: 
“Remember that name.” 
Israel accuses Iran of try-
ing to develop nuclear 
weapons — a charge Iran 
denies.

In recent months, 
Israel has signed agree-
ments establishing diplo-
matic relations with Gulf 
Arab states of the UAE 
and Bahrain — its first 
normalization deals with 
Arab countries in a quar-
ter century.

The agreements, 
brokered by the Trump 
administration, have 
generated widespread 
excitement in Israel, 
and thousands of Israeli 
tourists are scheduled to 
travel to the UAE for the 
Jewish holiday of Hanuk-
kah this month. That may 
change following Thurs-
day’s warning.

“In light of the threats 
heard recently by Iranian 
officials and in light of 
the involvement in the 
past of Iranian officials 
in terror attacks in vari-
ous countries, there is a 
concern that Iran will try 
to act in this way against 
Israeli targets,” said a 
statement issued by the 
prime minister’s Nation-
al Security Council.

It also advised against 
travel to Georgia, Azerbai-
jan, Turkey, the Kurdish 
area of Iraq and Africa. 
Israel’s military is well 
prepared to deal with the 
threats of Iranian troops 
and their proxies in neigh-
boring Syria, Lebanon and 
the Gaza Strip. Israeli me-
dia say the government 
also has beefed up secu-
rity at embassies around 
the world.

But protecting Israeli 
travelers, conspicuous 
and spread out at count-

less hotels, restaurants 
and tourist sites, rep-
resents a different type 
of challenge.

“This is going to be a 
nightmare, and I really 
hope that both govern-
ments, UAE and Israel, 
are coordinating and 
doing the best they can 
to safeguard those Israe-
lis,” said Yoel Guzansky, 
a former Israeli counter-
terrorism official who is 
now a senior fellow at 
the Institute for Nation-
al Security Studies in Tel 
Aviv.

“I’m really worried 
that that something 
might happen, and espe-
cially now because of the 
context of Fakhrizadeh, 
because Iran is really 
looking for revenge,” he 
added. He spoke before 
the travel advisory was 
issued.

The Israel Airports 
Authority estimates that 
about 25,000 Israelis will 
fly to the UAE this month 
on the five airlines now 
plying the route between 
Tel Aviv and the Gulf 
state’s airports in Dubai 
and Abu Dhabi. Celebri-
ties, entrepreneurs and 
tourists already have 
been flocking to Dubai.

With the coronavirus 
appearing to be under 
control in the UAE, it is one 
of the few quarantine-free 
travel options for Israelis 
during the coming Ha-
nukkah holiday vacation, 
adding to its appeal. At a 
time when few people are 
traveling, Israeli visitors 
speaking Hebrew could 
be extra conspicuous. Is-
rael this week also signed 
a tourism agreement with 
Bahrain.

Amsalem Tours, an 
Israeli travel agency, said 
that there was “very se-
rious” demand for travel 
packages to Dubai but 
did not provide specific 
figures.

Iran and its prox-
ies have targeted Israe-
li tourists and Jewish 
communities in the past. 
Agents of the Lebanese 
militant Hezbollah group 
bombed a bus carrying 
Israeli tourists in Burgas, 
Bulgaria, in 2012, killing 
six and wounding doz-
ens. That year, Israel also 
accused Iran of being 
behind attacks targeting 
Israeli diplomats in Thai-
land and India. Iran and 
Hezbollah also bombed 
the Israeli Embassy and 
Jewish community center 
in Buenos Aires in 1992 
and 1994, claiming the 
lives of scores of civilians.

Concerns for the safe-

ty of Israelis in Dubai also 
is not without precedent. 
In 2000, an Israeli ex-col-
onel was kidnapped by 
Iranian proxy Hezbollah 
and held captive in Leba-
non until he was released 
in a prisoner exchange in 
2004.

Today, Dubai, famous 
for its glittering shopping 
malls, ultra-modern sky-
scrapers and nightlife, is 
a crossroads for travelers 
from around the world, 
including many nations 
that do not have relations 
with Israel. Iran main-
tains a major presence in 
Dubai, due to historical 
and current trade ties, 
and Dubai is believed to 
be a major station for 
Iranian intelligence ser-
vices. The family of a Cal-
ifornia-based member of 
an Iranian militant oppo-
sition group in exile says 
he was abducted by Iran 
while staying in Dubai 
just a few months ago.

In a possible sign of 
Emirati security con-
cerns, travel agencies in 
countries across the Mid-
dle East and Africa say 
the UAE has temporarily 
halted issuing new visas 
to their citizens. With 
tens of thousands of Ira-
nians working or doing 
business in the UAE, Iran 
is also among the coun-
tries facing the visa re-
strictions.

Israel had already had 
a travel warning in place 
advising citizens against 
nonessential travel to the 
UAE. Similar “basic con-
crete threat” advisories 
are in place for visiting 
other Arab states with 
which Israel has peace 
treaties. But the language 
of Thursday’s warning 
was especially tough.

The UAE, for its part, 
is known for its strict 
security. Home to 3.3 mil-
lion people in 2019, with 
just over 3 million of them 
foreigners, Dubai’s pub-
lished major crime statis-
tics are among some of the 
lowest in the world.

Before Israelis began 
arriving, Dubai held a 
highly publicized drill 
of a police SWAT team 
storming a replica met-
ro car in October and 
suggested facial-recog-
nition technology could 
be implemented at sta-
tions along its driverless 
track. Experts already 
believe the UAE has one 
of the highest per capita 
concentrations of sur-
veillance cameras in the 
world, a system that’s 
only grown amid the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
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TIS THE SEASON! The Voice judge and singer, Gwen 
Stefani cuddles up with a pair of rescue pups at Hallmark Channel's 
Home & Family at Universal Studios in Los Angeles.
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EtCETERA

Aries:
No relationship is rainbows and butterflies, especially 
not in the initial stages, given there's so much to figure 
out about each other. Instead of giving up at the first 
sign of defeat, be persistent. Show up for your love, and 
know that in doing so, you are working towards the har-
monious connection you truly desire. PS: The mysteri-
ous forces are with you, Aries, helping you at every step 
along the way!
Tip: Put in the work.
Taurus:
While they fully understand the depth of this connection, 
they may not be on the same page as you about working 
towards that ‘together forever’. Perhaps there's another 
amour looming in the background. Perhaps their profes-
sional commitments are playing third party in this equa-
tion. Either way, you're being asked to recognise your 
own worth and redirect your energy towards yourself. 
Instead of forcing a connection, let the love you desire 
find its way into your existence.
Tip: Redirect your energy towards yourself.
Gemini:
While you're trying to keep things black and white here, 
your amour seems to have a thing for shades of grey. It 
will be easy for you to play this game that they’re playing. 
To act like you don't want more from them than they're 
willing to give. But that's not your truth, Gemini. It never 
was. The cards are urging you to stop betraying yourself. 
PS: Given how much you have been suppressing, a full-
on confrontation could be on the cards for you today.

Tip: Stop betraying yourself in order to please other peo-
ple.
Cancer:
You know exactly what you want, Cancer. Then what’s 
the point of playing games? It's time to adopt ‘honesty’ 
as your power word and tell the other person how you 
really feel about the given situation. Yes, this will require 
you to break down the walls you have built, and no, it 
won’t be easy in any way. But, you’ve got to do what 
you’ve got to do, despite the risk that they may not be on 
the same page.
Tip: You’ve got to do what you’ve got to do!
Leo:
Some relationships are forever, Leo. Others come into 
your life for no more than a season. Irrespective of the 
duration of their stay, each of the persons we cross paths 
with influences us in a significant way. Today, you’re 
looking back at both, the good and the bad memories 
that you have shared. It’s time to let go of a certain re-
lationship, and you want to do that with gratitude and 
grace.
Tip: It’s time to let go, Leo.
Virgo:
There are times when everything seems perfect on pa-
per. Yet, you can’t seem to shake off the feeling that 
something is amiss here. Maybe you’re not acting from 
a space of paranoia, Virgo. Maybe your higher self is 
drawing your attention to something greater. Today, 
you’re being asked to silence your inner judge and listen 
to the inner guidance. You know exactly what you need 

to do here—and you’ve known it for a while.
Tip: Listen to the voice of wisdom within.
Libra:
We all have an idea of what we want our ideal part-
ner to be like, and the life we want to build with them. 
Sometimes, we’re given exactly what we ask for. At oth-
er times, our cosmic package differs from the one we 
placed an order for. Either way, the Universe never fails 
to look out for us. So trust what the butterflies in your 
stomach are telling you as you give this love a chance!
Tip: At any given point, the Universe knows what's best 
for us.
Scorpio:
You're done running around in circles, Scorpio. You're 
done looking for reasons to say no. What you want to do 
today is trust what the Universe is offering you and hon-
our the depth of this sacred bond. You have the potential 
to create a lifetime of happy memories, if only you give 
this love a chance. 
Tip: A lifetime of togetherness may be on the cards.
Sagittarius:
The trouble is, we're perpetually hung up on 'the plan'. 
We want to know where things are going before we fully 
commit to them. But life doesn't come with guarantees, 
Sagittarius. More often than not, it's the risks that pay off 
magnificently. So, let go of the voice in your head that's 
asking you to play it safe, let your hair down, and flirt 
shamelessly with life itself. You won't regret a thing—we 
promise!
Tip: Say yes to life.

Capricorn:
The trouble is, we're always obsessing over 'the plan'. 
We want everything to work out as we have pictured it 
in our heads. But the Universe is under no obligation to 
keep you in your safety zone. So find comfort in the dis-
comfort. Make love to the unknown. In doing so, you will 
discover a whole new aspect of your own being.
Tip: Embrace the magic in this moment.
Aquarius:
Here's the thing about deprivation: it can sometimes lead 
to extreme behaviour. For instance, the minute you say, 
“I'm going to quit smoking”, you're going to spend hours 
after, wishing you'd had one more cigarette before laying 
down the rules. Ditto for sugar, caffeine or any of your 
other 'vices'. This weekend, try the 80/20 rule. Focus on 
upping the whole grains, fruits, nuts and veggies intake. 
And then, treat yourself to something you love—a slice 
of cake or a glass of wine. PS: It's called the fine art of 
balance!
Tip: Consider the 80/20 rule.
Pisces:
You can't heal or fix everybody, Pisces. You can't heal 
or fix everybody, even if you tried. Today, you're being 
asked to honour your boundaries and put yourself first. 
And no, that doesn't make you a terrible person. Nor will 
it lessen your love for those who matter the most. On 
the upside, if things have been stagnant, especially on 
the love and romance, trust that the winds of change are 
coming to get ya!
Tip: Honour your boundaries and put yourself first.

David Dhawan helped me shape my 
career: choreographer Ganesh Acharya

New Queen Latifah 
drama gets post-
Super Bowl debut 
showcase
LOS ANGELES (AP): Queen Latifah’s 
upcoming drama series has scored a 
touchdown. CBS says “The Equaliz-
er” will get the coveted post-Super 
Bowl slot next February to show-
case its debut.

“The Equalizer,” a reboot of the 
1980s series about a retired intelli-
gence agent turned private detective, 
stars Latifah as an ex-CIA agent and 
single mom who helps those “with no-
where else to turn,” according to a net-
work description.

The series will immediately follow 
the conclusion of CBS Sports’ Sunday, 
Feb. 7, Super Bowl LV broadcast, with 
subsequent episodes of “The Equaliz-
er” airing at 8 p.m. EST Sundays, CBS 
said Thursday.

A special edition of Stephen Col-
bert’s daily “The Late Show” will follow 
late local news on Super Bowl night, 
the network also announced.

The returning series “FBI” also 
is getting special treatment, with its 
season debut following the NFL’s AFC 
championship game on Sunday, Jan. 
24. The show will then air regularly at 
9 p.m. EST Tuesday.

The other daily CBS late-night pro-
gram, James Corden’s “The Late Late 
Show,” will air a weekend edition on 
the night of the conference champion-
ship and after local newscasts.

Rapper Casanova surrenders 
in federal racketeering case

'Wonder Woman 1984' to theatrically 
release in India on Dec 24

Mumbai, Dec 4 (PTI): "Wonder Woman 
1984", starring Hollywood star Gal Gad-
ot as the titular DC superhero, is slated 
to be released in Indian theatres on De-
cember 24, studio Warner Bros Pictures 
(India) announced on Thursday.

Directed by Patty Jen-
kins, the film will release in 
the country in English, Hin-
di, Tamil and Telugu.

The highly-anticipat-
ed follow-up to the 2017 
DC superhero blockbuster, 
"Wonder Woman 1984" 
will see Gadot reprise her 
role as the Amazonian war-
rior Diana Prince/ Wonder 
Woman and Jenkins return 
at the helm.

The sequel follows 
Wonder Woman facing two 
all-new foes: Max Lord, 
played by "Narcos" star Pe-
dro Pascal, and The Chee-
tah, essayed by Kristen Wiig, known for 
"Bridesmaids".

Jenkins said the upcoming film fol-
lows the "superhero" cast on an epic 
journey.

"This is a classic tale told through a 
great Super Hero with a true 'superhero' 
cast, and it's an incredibly epic journey, 
but... What the story is and how it un-
folds? I think less is more, the less I say, 
the more surprised the audiences will 
be," the director said.

Denzil Dias, VP & MD, Warner Bros 

Pictures (India), said the studio is look-
ing forward to releasing "Wonder Wom-
an 1984" in Indian theatres on Christmas 
eve following the debut of Christopher 
Nolan's "Tenet" in India on Friday.

"After 'Tenet', we are very proud to 

release another crowd pleaser in Decem-
ber. It is a perfect seasonal family enter-
tainer, one that can best be enjoyed only 
on the big screen," Dias said.

The film will also see Chris Pine re-
turn as Captain Steve Trevor, Robin 
Wright as Antiope, and Connie Nielsen 
as Hippolyta.

Presented by Warner Bros Pictures, 
"Wonder Woman 1984" is an Atlas En-
tertainment/Stone Quarry Production, 
and will be distributed in theatres and 
IMAX worldwide.

NEW YORK (AP): The rapper Casanova 
remained in federal custody Thursday 
after surrendering to law enforcement 
in a gang-related federal racketeering 
case, authorities said.

The New York City rapper, whose le-
gal name is Caswell Senior, was charged 
in an indictment unsealed this week 
against 18 members of the Un-
touchable Gorilla Stone Nation 
gang, which authorities say oper-
ated in New York City and other 
parts of New York state.

The gang is charged with a 
litany of crimes, including the 
killing in September of a 15-year-
old boy in Poughkeepsie and de-
frauding programs meant for peo-
ple suffering economic hardship 
because of the pandemic. The 
charges stemmed, in part, from 
six wiretaps involving the gang, 
prosecutors said.

Casanova, 34, turned himself 
in to the FBI late Wednesday. He 
pleaded not guilty Thursday to 
charges of conspiracy to commit 
racketeering, conspiracy to distribute 
controlled substances and firearms pos-
session. He is not charged with killing 
the child.

“Members of Gorilla Stone commit-
ted terrible acts of violence, trafficked in 
narcotics, and even engaged in brazen 
fraud by exploiting benefits programs 
meant to provide assistance in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic,” Audrey 
Strauss, the acting U.S. Attorney in Man-
hattan, said in a news release this week.

His defense attorney, James Kousou-
ros, said Casanova had been “painted with 
a broad brush of conspiratorial conduct” 
in an indictment short on specifics.

“He expects to be exonerated,” Kou-

souros told The Associated Press. “He 
denies any of the charges, to the extent 
we can even understand them. Here’s 
a man who surrendered in a case for 
which he’s looking at life in prison, 
which is consistent with the act of an in-
nocent man.”

Raised in the Flatbush section of 

Brooklyn, Casanova is known for hits 
like “Don’t Run,” released in 2016 and, 
more recently, “Set Trippin.” He is cur-
rently signed to Jay-Z’s Roc Nation label 
and released a first full-length album, 
“Behind These Scars,” last year.

The criminal charges are not the 
first Casanova has faced. He previously 
served nearly eight years in prison in 
New York for robbery.

Last year, Casanova was dropped 
from the lineup of a hip-hop festival after 
New York City police sent the organizers 
of the event a letter citing safety con-
cerns if he and four other rappers were 
to take the stage, The New York Times 
reported. The rappers were said to be 

“affiliated with recent acts of violence 
citywide.” One of them, Pop Smoke, was 
later fatally shot in Los Angeles.

Casanova had a long-running feud 
with fellow Brooklyn rapper Tekashi69, 
then a member of the rival Nine Trey 
Gansta Bloods, that resulted in a con-
frontation at the Barclays Center in 

April 2018 in which a gunshot was fired. 
No one was hurt in the shooting, which 
happened during a boxing match be-
tween Adrien Broner and Jessie Var-
gas, but a member of Tekashi69′s gang 
later pleaded guilty to assault with a 
dangerous weapon in aid of racketeer-
ing in the shooting.

Tekashi69, whose legal name is 
Daniel Hernandez, fell into his own le-
gal troubles when he was charged in 
a separate federal racketeering case. 
Like Casanova, Tekashi69 had an out-
law reputation he’d curated online but 
received a lenient prison sentence af-
ter cooperating in the case against the 
Nine Trey Gangsta Bloods.

Mumbai, Dec 4 (PTI): Choreographer Ganesh 
Acharya on Thursday heaped praises on David 
Dhawan, saying his work with the filmmaker 
has been instrumental in pushing his career 
forward. The National Award-winning choreog-
rapher made his debut in Bollywood with "An-
nam" in 1992 and then designed dance moves 
for films like "Maidaan-E-Jung" and "Taaqat".

However, it was the choreography for the 
song "Husn Hai Suhana", 
picturised on Govinda and 
Karisma Kapoor, from Dha-
wan's "Coolie No 1" in 1995 
that established Acharya's 
position in the film industry.

It also marked the be-
ginning of his long-stand-
ing association with Dha-
wan as the two went on to 
collaborate on movies like 
"Mr and Mrs Khiladi", "Jud-
waa", "Bade Miyan Chote 
Miyan" and "Haseena Maan 
Jaayegi".

Acharya said he is thrilled to have reunited 
with the director for the remake version of "Coolie 
No 1", which features the filmmaker's son, Varun 
Dhawan and Sara Ali Khan in the lead.

"'Coolie' was my first film with Davidji and 
it has been a turning point in my life. Davidji 
helped me shape my career in choreography 
through this film. I'm excited to yet again col-

laborate with Davidji for his 45th film, 'Coolie 
No 1'," the choreographer said in a statement.

The makers released the first song from 
"Coolie No 1", titled "Teri Bhabhi", on Thurs-
day. The track has been penned by Danish 
Sabri and composed by Javed-Mohsin, with 
Dev Negi and Neha Kakkar on the vocals. "It 
has been a fun journey to choreograph Varun 
for this song. We were able to shoot the song 

on a bigger canvas because of our producers 
Vashuji, Jackky Bhagnani. I enjoyed dancing 
to the beats and I hope audiences will also 
feel the same," Acharya said. 

Produced by Vashu Bhagnani, Jackky 
Bhagnani and Deepshikha Deshmukh, "Coolie 
No 1" releases on December 25 on Amazon 
Prime Video.


