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Cheeky Messi magic 
keeps Barcelona 10 

points clear in Spain
pg06

Court martial of Major 
Gogoi completed; may face 

reduction of seniority
pg05

HDFC Bank to open 100 
more branches in NER, 

double presence in Sikkim
pg03

South police prepped to keep 
campaign and polling safe

After gold in Assam, Prabha gets 
more serious about boxing

SKM poised to form govt, will sweep 
East and North Sikkim: Golay

Summit Report
Gangtok, 31 Mar: 

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha party president, 

PS Tamang, arrived on 
his home-turf with the 
party’s election campaign 
meeting today when he 
addressed a public meet-
ing at Soreong bazaar. In 
his address he claimed 
that SKM was poised to 
sweep all constituencies 
of East and North Sikkim 
and also the Sangha which 
will be complemented by 
seats it secures in South 
and West districts.

The meeting saw a 
strong turn-out of people 
from Soreng-Chakung, 
Daramdin, Rinchenpong 
and Zoom-Salghari con-
stituencies of West Sik-
kim. Apart from Mr Ta-

mang, the public meeting 
was also attended and 
addressed by SKM’s Lok 
Sabha candidate, Indra 

Hang Subba, and assem-
bly election candidates 
Aditya Golay, MN Sherpa, 
Phurba Tshering Bhutia 

and Sunita Gazmer.
In his address, the 

SKM president continued 

SKM president, PS Tamang, with his son, Aditya Golay, whom the party has fielded from Mr 
Tamang’s home constituency, Soreong-Chakung. It may be recalled that Mr Tamang is himself 

not contesting the elections but has been named chief ministerial candidate by his party.
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Rangpo, 31 Mar: Pra-
bha Gajmer, a student 
at Sirwani Secondary 
School, has made her 
school, area and State 
proud by winning Gold in 
the B-10 weight category 
at the 1st BFI East Zone 
Sub Junior Boys and Girls 
Boxing Championship or-
ganised by the Golaghat 
District Amateur Boxing 
Association in associa-
tion with Assam Amateur 
Boxing Association at Go-
laghat, Assam, recently.

Daughter of Bhim 
Maya Darnal and Mohar 
Kumar Gajmer, Prabha is 
enrolled with the Sing-
tam Boxing Club and rep-
resented Sikkim at the 
championship held from 
24 to 27 March.

In the finals, Prabha 
out-boxed Deepanjali 
Daibhari  of  Assam.

When asked about 
her future plans, Prabha 
shares that she plans to 
train hard and play inter-
national matches.

Her coach, Pritam Si-
lal, has specially thanked 
the Shantinagar Gaon 
Sudhar Samiti for pro-
viding a playground to 
for the young pugilists 
to train. He shared that 
Samiti members and 

president Krishna Chhet-
ri have consistently been 
very encouraging when it 
comes to supporting the 
young boxers. 

[SANJAY AGARWAL]

Namchi, 31 Mar [IPR]: 
South District Superin-
tendent of Police, Manish 
Verma, today presented 
an update on security ar-
rangements put in place 
for the upcoming General 
Elections. 

The police has giv-
en ample importance to 
maintenance of law and 
order, he informed, while 
adding that the district 
has a total of 160 Polling 
Stations out of which 30 
have been identified as 
critical. 

With regards to this, 
highly structured se-
curity measures have 
been arranged to ensure 
the security of men and 
materials engaged in 
election duty alongside 

creating a harmonious 
atmosphere wherein 
everyone can smoothly 
exercise their right, he 
assured.

The SP added that 
adequate number of Cen-
tral Paramilitary Forces 
and state police force 
have been deployed at 
all the polling stations, 
including the identified 
critical polling stations.  

Till date, no com-

plaints regarding vio-
lation of Model Code 
of Conduct have been 
registered, he further in-
formed. 

Additionally, ample 
security measures have 
already been activated at 
several check-posts and 
24X7 vehicle checking, 
regular night patrolling, 
monitoring the naka ban-
di is being done by police 
officials.

The SP, along with 
ASP (South), SD Sang-
derpa, also took out a 
flag march at Police Sta-
tions, Sub-Division and 
District level with the 
aim to infuse a sense of 
security and as a confi-
dence-building measure. 

Thus far, two flag 
marches have been con-
ducted. The previous 
march was from Namchi 
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Govt extends 
deadline for 
linking PAN 
with Aadhaar 
till Sep 30
New Delhi, Mar 31 
(PTI): The government 
Sunday extended the 
deadline for linking PAN 
with biometric ID Aad-
haar by 6 months till 
September 30, an official 
statement said.

This is the sixth time 
the government has ex-
tended the deadline for 
individuals to link their 
Permanent Account Num-
ber (PAN) to Aadhaar.

In June last year, the gov-
ernment had said that PAN 
has to be linked with the bio-
metric ID by 31 March.

“....now the cut-off date 
for intimating the Aad-
haar number and linking 
PAN with Aadhaar is Sep-
tember 30, 2019, unless 
specifically exempted,” 
the Central Board of Di-
rect Taxes (CBDT) said in 
a statement.

However, quoting of 
Aadhaar will be mandato-
ry while filing income tax 
returns (ITRs) with effect 
from April 1, 2019.

Chamling enumerates 
achievements to remind 
voters what is at stake

Arpan Pradhan
Gangtok, 31 Mar:

Sikkim Democratic Front 
party president, Chief 

Minister Pawan Cham-
ling, today enumerated 
the various achievements 
of the 25-year-old SDF 
Government in Sikkim to 
underline the rapid devel-
opmental strides made by 
the State and to remind the 
electorate of what was at 
stake for this momentum 
was disrupted.

Addressing the third 
public meeting of the 
SDF’s election campaign, 
Vijay Sankalp Yatra, 
here in Gangtok today, 
Mr Chamling stressed, 
“Change cannot be 
brought with a change of 
the Government. Positive 
change requires change 
in the thoughts of the 
people.” 

The SDF president 
shared that although SDF 
was now the party with 
currently the longest run-
ning government in the 
country, the record that 
he was more proud of 
was the number of people 
the SDF Government has 
pulled above the poverty 
line in Sikkim.

He highlighted that 
a World Bank study has 

attested that Sikkim re-
corded the fastest pace of 
lifting BPL families above 
the poverty line in recent 
history.

Achievements such 
as this and a consistent 
commitment to devel-
opment as displayed by 
the SDF need to be sus-
tained, he said, while 
adding that forces driv-
en by personal ambi-
tions and motivated by 
revenge were now seek-
ing to thwart progress.

In this regard, he 
stressed that his gov-
ernment has always pri-
oritized the people and 
has hence worked hard 
to maintain to maintain 
peace and ensure stabil-
ity and harmony here. 
In such an environment, 
government programmes 
have progressed well and 
people become more con-
tent, he said.

The public meet-
ing was held at Guards 
Ground here for six con-
stituencies from East 
District.

Mr Chamling stressed 
that for the development 
graph to continue rising, 
it was important for the 
electorate to vote his par-
ty back into office.

He reminded the 
turn to pg02
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Flat available for rent 

F ully furnished, 3 Bedroom flat 
available for rent at Church Road, 

Near Diesel Power House. Conveniently 
located by the roadside and a 5-minute 

walk from M.G. Marg. Suitable for 
Coporate Office and Guest House. 

For further details please 
Contact: 9434117687 /9083826462

~ SummitTIMES ~

Classifieds
Required for Summit Times
Two field reporters for Gangtok (East) and one 
for West District. Should be fluent in english. 
Have basic knowledge in journalism. Walk in in-
terview: 

Summit Times office 
Church Road, Gangtok  

03592-208698

ANTHYESTHI KRIYA
The Anthyesthi Kriya of our beloved mother, Late 
SITA MAYA TRIKHATRI (80 yrs) who left for her 
heavenly abode on the 23rd of March, 2019 falls 
on 4th April 2019.

All relatives, family, 
friends and well-wishers 
are requested to join us in 
offering prayers for the de-
parted soul at Hotel Chow-
taro, Deorali Bazaar, Gang-
tok, East Sikkim. 

We also express our gratitude to all those who 
stood by us during our time of bereavement.

Daughters: Champa Bardewa-9434203706, 
Manju Trikhtri -7407181907

Sons: Pratap Trikhatri -9064836436; 
Lalit Trikhatri (Son)-9775956554

Daughters-in-Law: Man Maya Trikhatri 
-9775405439; Ashu Trikhatri -9647686222; 

Mamta Trikhatri -9609115039

KUTSHE SHEGU

Our sincere gratitude and deep ap-
preciation to all our dear friends and 
well wishers who have been so sup-
portive and forthcoming during our 
time of bereavement, the sad demise 
of our beloved daughter Late Kes-
sang Tongden Lepcha who left for 
her heavenly abode on 19/02/2019.  Once again in all 
humility we request your benign presence in offering 
prayer for the departed soul, the 49th day of Kutshe 
Shegu which falls on 07/04/2019 (Sunday) at our 
residence at Tongden Lee, Dikchu Bazar, East Sikkim.

We would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank all those who stood by us in our hard time and 
regret our inability to thank them individually.

Wangchuk Bhutia (Husband) 
& all family members.

Plot for Sale: 
Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for 
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact: 

09717191985/097474651223

South GO takes stock of preparedness

West BLOs and volunteers sensitised on rights of PwDs

Second randomisation of EVMS and VVPATs today

Police Observer 
in West Sikkim
Gyalshing, 31 Mar [IPR]: 
The Police Observer for Sik-
kim, Naveen Arora, arrived  at 
the Gyalshing today. 

Accompanied by SP West, 
Tenzing Loden Lepcha, and 
ADC (W), Karma L. Lepcha, 
the Police Observer visited 
the Control Room and held a 
detailed discussion with the 
Nodal Officers about election 
preparedness of the District. 

He also interacted with 
SSB Officials about their secu-
rity measures at the Kyongsa 
Strong Room. 

He then interacted with the 
officials of District MCMC and 
the Expenditure Team. 

Later, he visited the two 
‘Pink’ Polling Booths inside 
Kyongsa Girls Senior Second-
ary School which are to be 
manned by Women Polling 
Officials and specifically desig-
nated for Women voters.

his allegations against the SDF 
government and contended 
that no real development had 
taken place in the State in the 
past 25 years, arguing that de-
velopment here was limited to 
claims and documentation only 
and nothing having percolated 
to people at the grassroots.

He also accused SDF of dis-
tributing “black money” and 
liquor to “buy” votes and while 
warning people against getting 
swayed by such offers, argued 
that if the government had 
worked on ground it would not 
have been so insecure as to try 
such tactics to win elections. 

Mr Tamang further claimed 
that the Chief Minister was re-
peating announcements and 
promises he had already made 

in the 2014 elections and re-
marked that this was further 
evidence of his government 
not having done any real work. 

He also called on the sen-
timents of the people when it 
comes to former CM, the Late 
Nar Bahadur Bhandari, who 
had represented the area as a 
legislator, and said that change 
in the system was a big dream 
of the former CM. The people 
of Soreng-Chakung have to ful-
fil his dream, he appealed. 

He went on to claim that 
only SKM can save the Sikkim 
Subjects and the rights and in-
terests of the Sikkimese people 
and appealed to the people to 
vote SKM into government.

Mr Tamang also claimed 
today that SKM would win all 
12 seats in East district, the 

three in North Sikkim and the 
Sangha seat as well. The party, 
he further contended, will also 
win many seats from West and 
South Sikkim which will secu-
rity majority for the party.

“SKM has already formed 
the government and is just 
waiting for 11 April when peo-
ple will formalise it,” he said. 

Apart from clean gover-
nance, he also assured that 
SKM, should be elected into 
office, will “give respect to el-
ders and opportunities to the 
youth” and secure justice for 
the Limboos and Tamangs of 
Sikkim. 

He also assured to fulfil all 
promises made in the election 
manifesto and announced to 
upgrade Soreng sub-division 
to district status.

Meanwhile, in his address, 
the SKM Lok Sabha candidate, 
Mr Subba, shared that his deci-
sion to enter politics was born 
from the realisation that devel-
opment of the society was not 
possible without politics. He 
added that 2019 presented a 
significant opportunity to save 
democracy in Sikkim and that 
the youth need to be empow-
ered to save the democratic 
system. 

He alleged that the SDF gov-
ernment has done half-heart-
ed development, pointing out 
how the Chakung College was 
opened without a proper cam-
pus, laboratories and other re-
quired facilities and infrastruc-
ture. 

He argued that a similar 
failure has marred the open-

ing of other colleges in the 
State and remarked that this 
exposed the tokenism that has 
underlined issues of the youth 
in Sikkim. An SKM government, 
he assured, would be different 
and would provide better facil-
ities and infrastructure for all 
in the State.

Mr Subba also promised 
to speak up in Parliament on 
issues that mattered to Sik-
kim and pursue them sincerely 
with the Centre, something he 
alleged that the SDF dispensa-
tion has not done effectively.

An SKM press release fur-
ther informs that the meeting 
was also addressed by senior 
leaders of the party and that 
487 families aligned to the SDF 
from different constituencies 
officially joined SKM today.

Contd from pg01

SKM poised to form govt, will sweep 
East and North Sikkim: Golay

gathering that services of more 
than 30,000 temporary em-
ployees have in regularized by 
the SDF Government.

He further detailed some 
salient features of the SDF 
election manifesto with special 

focus on announcements in-
cluded for constituencies cov-
ered in today’s meeting.

About disaffected par-
ty leaders who quit the par-
ty when denied a ticket, Mr 
Chamling said that such reac-
tions proved that these leaders 

were in the party in pursuit of 
personal ambitions and not 
public service.

Addressing members of 
the business community, Mr 
Chamling announced that a 

Business and Trade Wel-
fare Board will be formed to 

look into issues and problems 
of the community.

He also announced today 
that a Janta Raj Diwas will be 
observed in the Sikkim Legisla-
tive Assembly and on that day, 
only issues and demands of 
the general public will be dis-

cussed and necessary action 
taken immediately. On this day, 
the people will be invited to 
place their demands and griev-
ances directly in the Assembly 
for discussion, he informed. 

Contd from pg01

Chamling enumerates achievements to remind voters what is at stake

Gangtok, 31 Mar [IPR]: 
The second randomiza-
tion of EVMs and VVPATs 
for 13 Assembly constitu-
encies, including Sangha, 
and Sikkim Parliamen-
tary constituency will be 
conducted at the Office of 
District Election Officer 
(East)/ Returning Officer 

on 01 April at 10 A.M.
District Election Offi-

cer (East), Kapil Meena, 
informs that the random-
ization will be carried 
through EMS software 
in the presence of Gen-
eral Observers for As-
sembly Constituencies 
and Parliamentary Con-

stituencies, District NIC 
Officials, contesting can-
didates and representa-
tives of political parties.

Mr Meena has re-
quested all contesting 
candidates or their rep-
resentatives to witness 
the randomization pro-
cess and also to partici-

pate in the EVM/ VVPATs 
commissioning process.

The purpose of sec-
ond randomization of 
EVMs and VVPATs is 
to allocate EVMs and 
VVPATs randomly to Poll-
ing Stations for Assembly 
and Parliamentary con-
stituencies.

The DEO further in-
forms that once the com-
missioning commences, 
only authorised people 
will be allowed to enter 
the strong room premises. 

The commissioning 
will commence on 02 
April at 9 A.M. A team of 
qualified BEL engineers 

have arrived in the dis-
trict to supervise and 
assist the EMV/ VVPAT 
commissioning process.

Officials and staff in-
volved in the commis-
sioning process were also 
briefed in the presence of  
BEL engineers at the DAC 
Conference Hall today.

Namchi, 31 Mar [IPR]: 
General Observer for 
parliamentary constitu-
ency (South/West), Pan-
kaj Agarwal, Transport 
Commissioner, Haryana, 
convened a meeting of 
all the sector magistrates 
and nodal officers at the 
chamber of DC (South), 
Ragul K., today. The aim 
of the meeting was to 
discuss various issues re-
garding the smooth con-
duct of the General Elec-
tions 2019 in the district.

The general observ-
er took detailed stock of 
preparedness and em-

phasized the importance 
of the transport required 
for people with disabil-
ities on polling day and 

also discussed the route 
map with the concerned 
officials regarding the 
transportation of Elec-

tronic Voting Machines. 
Regarding the IT Cell, 

Mr Agarwal directed 
the NIC to impart am-

ple awareness on cVIG-
IL, Suvidha application 
along with generating 
sufficient awareness on 
the voter helpline of the 
district. 

He also asked the con-
cerned officials to sub-
mit reports assigned to 
them and enquired after 
violation of Model Code 
of Conduct complaints, 
Media Certification and 
Monitoring Committee 
submission of Postal 
ballots, randomization 
of EVMs and other elec-
tion-related matters.

Additionally, the ob-

server also directed the 
officials to carry out the 
tasks with due diligence.

The Returning Officer 
provided a brief update 
on election preparedness 
in the district, including 
the 10 women and 30 
critical polling stations, 
apart from various oth-
er election-related plans 
and procedures. He also 
updated the observer 
about security measures 
undertaken to guard 
these places.

Gyalshing, 31 Mar 
[IPR]: A meeting of all the 
Booth-Level Officers and 
NSS volunteers for sen-
sitization on the rights of 
Persons with Disabilities 
(PwD) and the various fa-
cilities that are to be pro-
vided at polling stations 
was held today here at the 

conference hall of West 
District Zilla Panchayat, 
Kyongsha.

The meeting was 
presided over by Return-
ing Officer-cum-District 
Election Officer, Karma 
R. Bonpo, accompanied 
by Karma Loday Lepcha, 
ADC (W); Tashi Choden 

Bhutia, Jt. Sec., (CEO); 
Tushar G. Nikhare, SDM 
(HQ) and Bhumika Prad-
han, Nodal Officer (Mod-
el Polling Stations). 

Addressing the gath-
ering, Returning officer 
Mr Bonpo explained the 
key responsibilities and 
tasks of BLOs and direct-

ed them to submit time-
ly reports to the control 
room and closely follow 
instructions of the Elec-
tion Commission of India. 

He added that all the 
BLOs must inform the 
sector magistrate imme-
diately about any unusu-
al activity in the premis-

es of polling booth.
The RO also informed 

that the polling parties 
must compulsory stay in 
their respective polling 
stations. 

At the onset, Mr 
Nikhare emphasised 
upon 100% distribution 
of photo voter slips be-

fore 05 April 2019. 
A total of 19 polling 

stations at the eight As-
sembly Constituencies 
in the district have been 
provided with wheel-
chairs and vehicles for 
the convenience of PwD 
voters. 

Real Kashmir look to upset 
ATK in Super Cup

Bhubaneswar, Mar 
31 (PTI): An I-League 
title contender at one 
stage before eventual-
ly finishing third, Real 
Kashmir FC would 
look to cause an upset 
win against Indian Su-
per League side ATK 
when the two teams 
clash in a Super Cup 
round of 16 match 
here on Monday.

Real Kashmir had 
an impressive I-League 
debut season, caus-
ing quite a few upsets 
and given the quality 
at hand, they will be a 
tough customer for the 
Kolkata-based ATK side 

who have finished sixth 
in the IPL.

Reak Kashmir head 
coach David Robertson 
said ATK have experi-
enced players but made 
it clear that his side can 
beat any opponent on 
their day.

“It is going to be 
a very difficult game. 
They have got highly ex-
perienced players. Their 
budget is multiple times 
than ours. This season 
only two teams have 
beaten (I-League cham-
pions) Chennai City. We 
beat them twice. On our 
day, we can beat any-
one,” he said. 

“I think for us it is a 

good test for our players 
and the team to see how 
far we have come,” said 
the Scottish coach.

He also talked about 
the difference between 
the two clubs in terms of 
budget and facilities.

“ISL is a step up. 
They have got a bud-
get lot more than ours. 
Maybe their top foreign 
players are more than 
our overall budget. So, 
we know it is going to be 
a tough game. But like 
every game this season, 
we have been under-
dogs and we have just 
gone and enjoyed the 
first season in I-League,” 

he said.
“Tomorrow is anoth-

er little bit of history for 
the club as well. First 
time in the Super Cup. 
So, it has been a fantas-
tic couple of years.” 

ATK head coach 
Steve Coppell had words 
of appreciation for Real 
Kashmir, given their me-
teoric rise over the past 
year. 

“I have seen quite 
a few of their games 
on TV and they are a 
team that deserve and 
demand respect. They 
have some really good 
players and they have a 
particular style which 
has produced a lot of 

goals. Hopefully it will 
be a really good game,” 
Coppell said.

He also praised his 
counterpart David Rob-
ertson for the work he 
has put in as head coach.

“You judge people 
on what they do and 
not what they have 
done. Finishing third 
in I-League in their de-
but season is a great 
achievement. They play 
very attractive football 
and he has done a great 
job. We know we are in 
for a tough game tomor-
row and may the best 
team win.
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Presiding officers complete third 
round of training in North

Rotary organizes interactive session 
with Neil Tara students

Workshops on recycling and photography held at Rhenock College

Election micro-observers trained in North Sikkim

SU hosts 
workshop on 
Astronomy and 
Astrophysics
Gangtok, 31 Mar [PIB]: 
The Department of Phys-
ics, Sikkim University, 
organised a 3-day IUCAA 
Workshop on Astronomy 
and Astrophysics from 
29 to 31 March. 

The workshop saw 
deliberations and discus-
sions covering key areas 
such as gravitation and 
cosmology, galaxies and 
large scale structures, 
stars and stellar evolution. 

Resource persons 
for the workshop were 
Prof DJ Saikia from IU-
CAA, Prof Debasis Borah 
from IIT Guwahati, Prof 
Sukanta Deb from Cot-
ton University, Guwahati, 
Prof Bikash Paul from the 
University of North Ben-
gal and Prof Kanak Saha 
from IUCAA. 

Participants from 
Nar Bahadur Bhandari 
Degree College, Gangtok; 
Sikkim Manipal Institute 
of Technology, Majitar; 
and Sikkim Universi-
ty participated in the 
workshop.

Vietnam 
Ambassador 
visits Sikkim 
University
Gangtok, 31 Mar [PIB]: 
Ambassador of Vietnam 
to India, Pham Sanh 
Chau, delivered a special 
talk on “Vietnam-India 
Relations in the Context 
of India’s Act East Policy” 
here at Sikkim University 
today.

Mr Chau stated that 
Vietnam has a consistent 
policy for peace, friend-
ship, co-operation and 
development and acts as 
a friend, a reliable part-
ner and a responsible 
member of the interna-
tional community. 

He also underlined 
that the history and foun-
dation of Vietnam-India 
relationship was based 
on three principles - 
long standing traditional 
friendship, high level of 
political trust and con-
vergence of strategic in-
terests.

SU Vice-Chancellor, 
Prof Avinash Khare, also 
spoke on the evolution of 
India-Vietnam relations 
and stated that the two 
countries have built a 
synergy for deep co-op-
eration as is evident from 
the strategic partnership 
struck in 2007 which 
grew to a comprehensive 
partnership in 2016.

Prof NK Paswan, 
Dean, School of Social 
Sciences, in his inaugural 
address, highlighted that 
a strong India-Vietnam 
partnership would lead 
to prosperity, develop-
ment, sustainable peace 
and stability as Vietnam 
was also a strong pillar of 
India’s Act East Policy.

HDFC Bank to open 100 more branches 
in NER, double presence in Sikkim

to Majhitar via Nandugo-
an, Jorethang Bazaar and 
the latest district level 
march was carried out 
on 30 March from Bhan-
jhyang to Mamring.

The SP further in-
forms that apart from the 
bazaars, the march also 
covered vulnerable ham-
lets. The district is also 
keeping a watch against 
anti-social activities. 

South police 
prepped 
to keep 
campaign and 
polling safe
Contd from pg01

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 31 Mar: 

HDFC Bank’s Manag-
ing Director, Aditya 

Puri, today announced 
that 100 more branch-
es of the bank will be 
opened in the North East 
Region over the next 
three years taking the 
branch network close 
to 230. He stated that as 
a part of this plan, the 
bank will also double the 
number of its branches in 
Sikkim to 18.

Mr Puri made this 
announcement at a 
press conference here 
on Sunday. 

He is presently in 
Gangtok on his first visit 
to Sikkim. He had taken 
charge as Managing Di-
rector at HDFC Bank in 
1994 and now stands as 
the longest-serving head 
of any private bank in 
the country. India Today 
ranked him #24th in In-

dia’s 50 Most Powerful 
People of 2017 list.

Mr Puri shared that 
the bank has “great 
plans” for the NER and 
was taking its products 
to every corner of Sik-
kim and other states of 
the north east. He added 

that the focus of the ex-
pansion plans will be on 
semi-urban and rural ar-
eas of the region.

“As we enter our 25th 
year, we reiterate our com-
mitment to making a dif-
ference to the lives of the 
people in Sikkim and the 

entire Northeast. We be-
lieve in making an impact 
on lakhs of people here 
not just by offering our 
full-suite of products and 
services, but also by cre-
ating a positive change in 
the communities in which 
we operate,” he said.

Speaking on HDFC 
Bank’s umbrella brand 
for all social initiatives, 
Parivartan, he shared 
that through this social 
initiative, the bank has 
impacted the lives of 
close to 10 lakh people in 
the Northeast. 

“Going forward, we 
hope to continue to part-
ner with the people of 
Northeast in their overall 
development and prog-
ress,” he said.

He mentioned that 
under #Parivartan’s 
Teaching the Teacher 
[3T] programme, the 
bank will cover close to 
1 lakh teachers in the 
Northeast, with close to 
7,000 in Sikkim alone. 
These teachers receive 
training in effective 
teaching methods and 
are then invited to be a 
part of the process by 
submitting their own 
zero-cost, high-impact 
ideas to improve educa-

tion in schools.
Likewise through 

#Parivartan’s Sustainable 
Livelihood Initiative [SLI], 
it is informed, over 9 lakh 
women in the North East 
have been made financial-
ly independent and wom-
en under the programme 
are given occupational 
skills training, financial 
literacy, credit counsel-
ling, livelihood finance 
and market linkage.

Through #Parivar-
tan’s Holistic  Rural  De-
velopment  Programme 
[HRDP] the  bank  has  
made  a difference  to the  
lives  11,478  households  
in  97  villages  in  the  
region.  This  includes 
construction  of  close  to  
1,000  sanitation  units  
in  schools  and  house-
holds.  HRDP  is  a flag-
ship  initiative  of  #Pari-
vartan,  which  seeks  to  
better  village life  by  fo-
cusing  on improvements  
in  key  areas  of  Educa-

tion,  Skills  Training  and  
Livelihood  Enhance-
ment, Natural Resources 
Management, Water and 
Sanitation, Financial Lit-
eracy and Inclusion.

HDFC Bank started 
its journey in the North-
east in 2004 and has 126 
branches and 203 ATMs 
in the region as of 31 De-
cember 2018. 

“Over half of these are 
in the semi-urban and ru-
ral areas and the focus of 
the new branch expansion 
will also be in these loca-
tions. The bank’s network 
will get a further boost 
from the 650 Common 
Service Centres [CSCs] to 
be set up in the region by 
the Government of India,” 
it is informed.  

The press conference 
was also attended by 
HDFC Regional Head-Re-
tail Branch Banking, 
Sandeep S Kumar and 
other senior officials of 
the bank.

Summit Report
Gangtok, 31 Mar:

Government College, 
Rhenock, organised 

a two-day skill develop-
ment workshop on “Re-
use use of plastic waste 
for environmental con-
servation,” on 26 and 27 

March. The workshop, 
which covered various 
aspects of recycling by 
resource persons drawn 
from several agencies, 
was sponsored by RUSA, 
Human Resource Devel-
opment Department.

The objective of the 
workshop was to en-

hance the skills of stu-
dents regarding recycle 
and reuse of plastic and 
waste materials.  

Day-one had Tsher-
ing Uden Bhutia, CEO, 
Kanchendzonga Conser-
vation Committee, Yuk-
sam, and Dr Ghanashy-
am Sharma, Programme 

Manager at Mountain In-
stitute India, as resource 
persons.

On day-two Prayrit 
Rai and Shubham Agraw-
al from On vert startup, 
Gangtok and Kanchend-
zonga Women Self Help 
Group, Sudunglakha, 
made presentations on 

alternative uses of plas-
tics reusing waste mate-
rials.

This workshop was 
followed by a two-day 
workshop on Basics of 
Photography on 28 and 

29 March.
Jagjit Singh, a re-

nowned photographer 
who specialises in Ar-
chitectural Photography, 
was the resource person 
as was Kunga Tashi Lep-

cha from Photography 
Club of Sikkim. 

A field-trip to Zuluk 
was also organised for 
students.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 30 Mar:

An Interactive Ses-
sion on “Little ways 

to make parents happy” 
was held between mem-
bers of the Rotary Club of 
Gangtok South and stu-
dents of Neil Tara Acade-
my here today. 

Addressing the gath-
ering, president of the 
Club, Sunila Verma, 
urged students to con-
centrate on their studies 
and try to become good 
citizens in future. 

Students have to set 
their goals of life and 
try to achieve them with 
hard work, determina-
tion, dedication and dis-

cipline, she stressed. 
The speakers ad-

dressed topics like time 
management and the 
importance of balanced 
nutritious food.  

They also spoke 
about the aims and ob-
jectives as well as activi-
ties of the Rotary Club of 
Gangtok South. 

The speakers in-
cluded Rotarians Geeta 
Chettri, Geeta Sapkota 
and James Vungjangam 
Haokip. Three other Ro-
tarians, Udai P Sharma, 
Mala Rana Patro and 
Anita Niraula also partic-
ipated in the session. 

The programme was 
conducted by NTA stu-
dents.

Mangan, 30 Mar (IPR): 
The third round of train-
ing to the Presiding offi-
cers was held here at the 
conference hall of Zilla 
Bhawan, North. The pro-
gramme had the pres-
ence of General Observer 
(GO), North, Dr Pratibha 
Singh, along with District 
Election Officer (DEO) 
cum Returning Officer 
(RO), Raj Yadav, SDM 
Kabi Cum National Level 

Master Trainer, Mahesh 
Sharma, Under Secretary 
(US), Election Depart-
ment, Santosh Pradhan. 
Altogether 68 numbers of 
Presiding Officers under-
went the said training.

DEO/RO, Mr Yadav 
explained about the 
roles and responsibil-
ities of the Presiding 
Officers and Polling Of-
ficers through power 
point presentation. He 

stated that the Presiding 
Officer must ensure that 
the polling team should 
work in tandem with 
the guidelines of Elec-
tion Commission of India 
(ECI) as to orient an er-
ror free election process.

Talking on the mock 
poll certification during 
poll day he asked to the 
Polling team to conduct 
mock poll at 6am, so that 
the mock poll would be 

done at stipulated time. 
He also informed that the 
casting of vote will start 
at 7 a.m and stop at 5 p.m.

Further, RO explained 
in detail about filing of 
different forms related 
to poll day and sealing 
of Electronic Voting Ma-
chine (EVM). The last 
training of Polling and 
Presiding Officers will be 
held on 04 April.

Mangan, 31  [IPR]:  Un-
der the guidance of the 
General Observer, North 
District, Dr Pratibha 
Singh, and District Elec-
tion officer-cum-Return-
ing Officer, North, Raj 
Yadav, 10 micro-observ-
ers of the district were 
trained here at the Dis-
trict Administrative Cen-
tre conference hall today. 

Master Trainer-cum-
SDM, Chungthang, Sub-
ash Ghimirey, explained 
the key responsibilities 
and tasks of the micro ob-
servers and made aware 

of EVM, ballot unit, con-
trol unit, presiding offi-
cer and polling officers of 
the polling team, voter’s 
slip, mock poll and other 
process.

Dr Singh instructed 
the micro observers to 
discharge responsibili-

ties vested on them seri-
ously and submit timely 
reports while strictly fol-
lowing the instructions 
of the Election Commis-
sion of India.

The General Observer 
said that the micro-ob-
servers have an import-

ant responsibility in the 
smooth conduct of the 
polls and should hence 
be conversant with the 
laws and rules related to 
the conduct of elections. 

The District Election 
Officer-cum–Returning 
Officer reminded the mi-
cro observers that they 
have been deputed to 
critical/ sensitive polling 
stations to observe the 
process on polling day 
from beginning to end 
and pass on any unusual 
events to the general ob-
server.
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if they like something in this paper. 
Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in 
this newspaper (who are fair game), 
will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation 
or initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Save the Young 
from Obscurity

Demand better from education

A little over a decade ago, an obscure man, then in 
his mid-30s, hailing from a nondescript Andhra 

village, blazed a trail with his apparently crazy move. 
This “obscure man” was one called Narasing Lal 
Butt, and his “crazy move” was to claim “damages” 
through the human rights commission from his vil-
lage school for its failure to provide him quality ed-
ucation. Education of even reasonable quality could 
have established him in life, but in his 30’s he found 
himself ill-equipped and under-prepared for any-
thing worthwhile, hence the claim for damages. 

Google searches lead nowhere when it comes to 
ferreting out what happened of his petition. Most 
probably nothing. In all probability, Narasing has 
withdrawn into his obscurity only to be occasional-
ly invoked in publications in distant Sikkim. But his 
petition was obviously never really about receiv-
ing damages, and was always about holding up the 
mirror. A decade since, the mirror still reflects the 
same image of a broken education system which is 
still as listless and continues to mass-produce me-
diocrity. The litigant had sued his school for making 
him so, well, ‘obscure’. And although his complaint 
most probably secured him no reprieve, he “blazed 
a trail” in that he went to the human rights commis-
sion and not the consumer redressal courts. Even his 
incomplete education informed him well enough to 
recognise that education was not a commodity, but a 
Right, a human right.

Education, whether free, subsidized or exorbi-
tantly paid for, should be better regulated and any 
lapses on this front should be seen as a violation of a 
whole generation’s human rights. Fact remains that 
too few people are paying enough attention to edu-
cation. Yes, there are huge budgets, there are many 
schools and literacy is on the rise, but what are the 
schools really churning out? The success stories of 
Indian academics [which are only a minuscule pro-
portion of the studying population] are fuelled by 
individual drive and not institutional support or 
grooming. To blame the teachers would be too easy, 
they are only part players in a system which is fail-
ing, policy interventions have remained ineffectual 
and uninspiring. It is worrying that education and 
schools continue to be seen as readying people for 
employment when the first priority should always 
have been learning. In the more worrying trends, 
new policies have also been destructive, trying to 
dismantle institutions to suit new moulds.

What the nation now needs are more Narasing 
Lal Butts; more people from the masses to take the 
policy framers and deliverers to task; to demand 
better. May be then things will start improving. 

Last of the giants: What killed off Madagascar’s 
megafauna a thousand years ago?

Nick Scroxton; Laurie Godfrey 
& Stephen Burns
theconversation.com

Giant 10-foot-tall elephant birds, with eggs 
eight times larger than an ostrich’s. Sloth le-
murs bigger than a panda, weighing in at 350 

pounds. A puma-like predator called the giant fosa.
They sound like characters in a child’s fanta-

sy book, but along with dozens of other species, 
they once really roamed the landscape of Mada-
gascar. Then, after millions of years of evolution 
in the middle of the Indian Ocean, the populations 
crashed in just a couple of centuries.

Scientists know that over the past 40,000 
years, most of Earth’s megafauna – that is, animals 
human-size or larger – have gone extinct. Woolly 
mammoths, sabre tooth tigers and countless oth-
ers no longer roam the planet.

What’s remarkable about the megafaunal crash 
in Madagascar is that it occurred not tens of thou-
sands of years ago but just over 1,000 years ago, 
between A.D. 700 and 1000. And while some small 
populations survived a while longer, the damage 
was done in a relatively short 
amount of time. Why?

Over the last three years, new 
investigations into climate and 
land use patterns, human genet-
ic diversity on the island and the 
dating of hundreds of fossils have 
fundamentally changed scientists’ 
understanding of the human and 
natural history of Madagascar. As 
two paleoclimatologists and a pa-
leontologist, we brought together 
this research with new evidence 
of megafaunal butchery. In doing 
so we’ve created a new theory of 
how, why and when these Mala-
gasy megafauna went extinct.

Climate at the time 
of the crash

The first job is to understand exactly when the 
megafauna died out.

Radiocarbon dating of over 400 recent fossils 
demonstrates that animals under 22 pounds lived 
on Madagascar throughout the last 10,000 years. 
For animals over 22 pounds, there are abundant 
fossils up to 1,000 years ago, but relatively few 
since. The biggest decline in number of large ani-
mals occurred rapidly between A.D. 700 and 1000 
– practically instantaneous given the long history 
of their existence on the island.

What was the climate doing at that time? One 
popular theory for the megafaunal extinction has 
blamed island-wide drying. To test this idea, our 
team has been exploring the caves of Madagascar, 
collecting and analyzing stalagmites. As stalag-
mites grow upwards from the cave floor, layer by 
layer, differences in the chemistry of each layer 
document changes in the climate outside the cave.

By analyzing chemical composition and compar-
ing ratios of various isotopes in these stalagmites, we 
created new high-resolution records of changes in 
the Malagasy ecosystems and climate. We found mi-
nor fluctuations in the strength of the summer rains 

throughout the last 2,000 years, but no significant 
drying over that period. In fact, A.D. 780-960 was one 
of the wettest periods of the last 2,000 years. Chemi-
cal analyses of fossils back up this claim.

So it looks like there was no significant drying 
around the time the megafauna disappeared.

Instead, the stalagmite records indicated a rap-
id and dramatic change in the landscape. Chang-
ing ratios of the isotopes carbon-12 to carbon-13 
reveal a switch from forests to grassland right 
around A.D. 900, the same time as the megafaunal 
population crash. Clearly something big happened 
around this time.
Cut marks and evidence of butchery
With no significant change in the climate, some 
point to the arrival of humans on the island as a 
possible cause of the megafauna population crash. 
It seems logical that once people arrived on Mad-
agascar, they might have hunted the big animals 
into extinction. New data suggest that this timing 
doesn’t add up, though.

According to new dates on fossil bones with 
cut marks on them, humans arrived on Madagas-
car 10,500 years ago, much earlier than previous-

ly believed. But whoever these early people were, 
there’s no genetic evidence of them left on the is-
land. New analysis of the human genetic diversity 
in modern Madagascar suggests the current popu-
lation derives primarily from two waves of migra-
tion: first from Indonesia 3,000 to 2,000 years ago, 
and later from mainland Africa 1,500 years ago.

So it seems that people lived alongside the 
megafauna for thousands of years. How did the hu-
mans interact with the large animals?

Our new study found dozens of fossils with 
butchery marks. Cut and chop marks provide com-
pelling evidence as to which species people were 
hunting and eating. Evidence of butchery of an-
imals that are now extinct continues right up to 
the time of the megafaunal crash. Some people on 
Madagascar hunted and ate the megafauna for mil-
lennia without a population crash.

Evidence for a change in land use
If there was no obvious climate shift and humans 
lived alongside and sustainably hunted the mega-
fauna for up to 9,000 years, what could have trig-
gered the population crash?

The abrupt land use change might hold some 

clues. The transition from a forest-dominated eco-
system to a grassland-dominated ecosystem ap-
pears to be widespread. Scientists have identified 
this switch not only in the chemical signature of 
stalagmites but also in pollen grains buried in lay-
ers of mud at the bottom of lakes. Ancient lake sed-
iments reveal two other changes occurred at the 
same time as the shift to grass species: an increase 
in charcoal from fires and an increase in the fungus 
Sporormiella, which is associated with the dung of 
large herbivores such as cows.

Evidence for simultaneous increases in grass-
land, fires, and cows and other domesticated an-
imals points to a sudden change in Malagasy life-
style: the introduction of cattle husbandry and 
slash-and-burn agriculture known locally as Tavy. 
Here, forests are cut down to make space for rice 
paddies, and grassland burned to promote the 
growth of nutritious seedlings for cow fodder.

This move away from foraging and hunting toward 
farming meant the land could support more people. 
The result was a rapid rise in the size of the human 
population – and that’s what we conclude spelled di-
saster for the megafauna.

Here lies the contradiction 
of the situation: Hunting mega-
fauna for survival became less 
important as people could rely 
on their agriculture and live-
stock. But cut marks on fossil 
bones indicate that hunting 
didn’t altogether stop just be-
cause people had other food 
sources. It turns out that the im-
pact on the megafauna of larg-
er human populations hunting 
just to supplement their diet 
was greater than the impact of 
smaller human populations re-
lying more heavily on the native 
animals as a vital food source.

Bringing together new data 
on land use changes, climatic 

histories, genetics, fossil ages and butchery of the 
megafauna, we call this change “the subsistence 
shift hypothesis.” Both the habitat loss and increase 
in human population arose out of a fundamental 
change in the way humans lived on Madagascar, 
from a more nomadic hunter-gatherer lifestyle to an 
agrarian society. We argue that it was this reorga-
nization on Madagascar around A.D. 700-1000 that 
led to the crash in the megafaunal population.

Small populations of megafauna lived on in iso-
lated pockets for another few centuries, but their 
fate was likely already sealed. The majority of the 
giant birds and animals that were once common 
across our planet have gone extinct. Many of the 
remaining giants, such as elephants and rhinos, are 
threatened or endangered. Will they go the same 
way as the Malagasy megafauna, casualties of hu-
mans’ changing lifestyles?

[Nick Scroxton is Postdoctoral Research Scholar 
in Paleoclimatology, University of Massachusetts 

Amherst; Laurie Godfrey is Emeritus Professor 
of Anthropology, University of Massachusetts 

Amherst; Stephen Burns is Professor of Geosci-
ences, University of Massachusetts Amherst]

Ghana has a serious political vigilante 
problem. Here’s why

Justice Tankebe
theconversation.com

What’s meant by political vigilan-
tism and how long has it been an 
issue in Ghana?

Vigilantism is when people “take 
the law into their own hands” in or-
der to protect or advance their inter-
ests. In this way, all vigilantism is po-
litical because it always involves the 
use of (illegal) power against others 
who are perceived to be a threat to 
those interests. However, when we 
speak of “political vigilantism” we 
mean specifically the use of vigilantes 
in the name of partisan politics.

In Ghana, political parties – 
whether in government or the op-
position – are known to form and 
use vigilante groups who then act on 
their behalf. This has been highlight-
ed in various reports, such as one put 
together by the Institute for Security 
Studies as well as academic research 
papers. These vigilante groups are of-
ten violent, target opposition groups 
and public officials, and seize proper-
ty or assets.

But vigilantes aren’t just thugs 
who operate at the street level. Based 
on my research of over ten years into 
vigilantism in Ghana, I have start-
ed to focus on what I call “vigilan-
tes-in-suits”. I use the term to refer to 
people in positions of authority – for 
example, policy makers, lawmakers 
and various political appointees – 

who will pursue their party’s inter-
ests by any means.

Political vigilantism isn’t a new 
feature of Ghanaian politics. Some 
researchers say that it has its roots 
in the country’s independence move-
ment from British colonial rule. The 
Convention People’s Party, led by 
Kwame Nkrumah – Ghana’s inde-
pendence leader and first president 
– and the National Liberation Move-
ment were engaged in fierce political 
struggles over whether Ghana should 
be a federal or unitary state. The 
struggle involved violent vigilante ac-
tivity by elements on both sides.

Today, Ghana’s two main political 
parties – the National Democratic 
Congress and the New Patriotic Par-
ty – have vigilante groups who wear 
T-shirts branded with their group’s 
logo. These include the “Azorka Boys” 
and the “Hawks” for the National 
Democratic Congress and the “Invin-
cible Forces” and “Delta Forces” for 
the New Patriotic Party.
How does it manifest itself?
Political vigilantism often involves vio-
lence, both physical and psychological.

Vigilantes engage in riots, violent 
protests and property destruction. 
They’re also known to target elec-
tions, intimidating voters or mount-
ing roadblocks to prevent “outsiders” 
from observing polls.

Vigilantes have also been known 
to harass, threaten, assault, and as-
sassinate opponents.

Who perpetuates it?
Ghana’s two main political parties re-
cruit, train and fund vigilantes.

These are young people who feel 
that the state doesn’t represent their 
interests. They also feel powerless 
because they don’t have many oppor-
tunities to improve their situation 
or are poor. These frustrations make 
them vulnerable to indoctrination 
by older generations – largely poli-
ticians – who give the young recruits 
ideological direction and justification 
for their actions.

Vigilantism has also flourished 
because of a lack of deterrence. Crim-
inal justice agencies – particularly 
the police – are highly ineffective 
against vigilantes. Based on the in-
sights I’ve gained from my research, 
I believe this is because of significant 
partisan interference in police work 
which has left them powerless. They 
either don’t make arrests or, if arrests 
are made, suspects are released be-
cause a politician intervened through 
the back door.
What can be done to put a stop to it?
Tackling political vigilantism won’t be 
easy because young people may feel 
that being a member of a vigilante group 
defines and gives meaning to their life. It 
might give them power, esteem, prestige 
and a sense of belonging.

It, therefore, won’t be enough 
to just disband the groups and give 
them moral lessons on the perils 
of vigilantism. They must be given 

enough support to find alternative 
livelihoods. Ghana could draw les-
sons from Sierra Leone who suc-
cessfully demobilised and re-settled 
ex-combatants after conflict.

Longer-term strategies must ad-
dress the issues of unemployment 
and Ghana’s deeply unequal society. 
Unless government policies create 
a more equal society, for example, 
through better employment oppor-
tunities for young people, vigilantism 
will remain a stable feature of Ghana-
ian politics.

Tackling inequality also means 
more decisive action against corrup-
tion, which is widespread and vi-
cious. Corruption allows the rich to 
get richer and prevents people from 
being held accountable for their ac-
tions. This creates conditions for vig-
ilante activity.

Lastly, the police service must be 
independent, well-resourced and in-
sulated from partisan politics. To do 
this, there must be an overhaul. The 
police service must be decentralised 
to improve community-police rela-
tions and the current political ap-
pointment of police chiefs should be 
replaced by a competitive recruit-
ment process. A new governance 
structure made up of people with ex-
pertise in police work, like academics 
and practitioners, should be created 
to oversee police work.

[the writer is Lecturer in Criminol-
ogy, University of Cambridge]
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BNP leader among 2 arrested in connection 
with fire in high-rise building

Upset with the makers of Netflix series Delhi Crime, 
says then SHO of Vasant Vihar police station

NPF to back Cong LS 
candidate in Nagaland

Court martial of Major Gogoi completed; 
may face reduction of seniority

Sumir Kaul
New Delhi/Srinagar, 
Mar 31 (PTI): The 
court martial proceed-
ings against Major Leet-
ul Gogoi, who was at the 
centre of the 2017 ‘hu-
man shield’ controversy, 
have been completed and 
he may face reduction in 
seniority as a punish-
ment for “fraternising” 
with a local woman in 
Srinagar last year, offi-
cials said.

The court martial 
process against his driv-
er, Sameer Malla, who 
was facing charges of 
unauthorised absence 
from the unit, was also 
completed recently in 
the Kashmir valley and 
he is likely to be given a 
“severe reprimand”. 

Malla was recruited 
in the Territorial Army in 
2017 and he was posted 
with 53 sector of Rash-
triya Rifles, a counter-in-
surgency force fighting 
militancy in Jammu and 
Kashmir.

After completion of 
Summary of Evidence 
against Major Gogoi 
and his driver in early 
February followed by 
the initiation of court 
martial proceedings, the 
two men have been held 

guilty on two counts 
-- “fraternising” with a 
local in spite of instruc-
tions to the contrary 
and “being away from 
the place of duty while 
in operational area”, the 
officials said.

Statements of the ac-
cused as well as other 
witnesses were recorded 
by the Army court and 
the punishment, which 
will be vetted by the 
Army headquarters, has 
been given, they added.

The Army Court of 
Inquiry (CoI) had recom-
mended disciplinary ac-
tion against Major Gogoi 
after it indicted him as 
well as his driver for the 
Srinagar hotel incident 
on May 23 last year. 

Major Gogoi was de-

tained by police follow-
ing an altercation with 
the hotel staff when he 
was allegedly trying to 
enter inside with an 
18-year-old woman. 

The woman had ex-
pressed her unwilling-
ness to depose during 
the court martial pro-
ceedings and informed 
the Army authorities 
that she had given a 
statement before a mag-
istrate and the same 
should be treated as her 
final stand.

The woman had also 
stated that she had gone 
out with Major Gogoi of 
her own will, besides 
disclosing that she had 
become a friend of the 
Army officer through his 
fake Facebook profile, 

where he had named 
himself Ubaid Arman.

Immediately after the 
incident came to light 
last year, Army chief Bi-
pin Rawat had said that 
exemplary punishment 
would be given to Major 
Gogoi if he was found 
guilty of “any offence”.

“If any officer of the 
Indian Army is found 
guilty of any offence, we 
will take strictest pos-
sible action,” General 
Rawat had said.

Major Gogoi hit the 
headlines after he tied a 
man to a jeep purport-
edly as a shield against 
stone pelters during 
polling in the Srinagar 
Lok Sabha by-election on 
April 9, 2017.

Kohima, Mar 31 (PTI): 
In a major boost to the 
Congress, the Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF), which 
is the main opposition 
party in the 60-member 
Assembly, has decided to 
support K L Chishi, the 
grand old party’s can-
didate for the lone Lok 
Sabha seat in the state.

The NPF, which is not 
fielding any candidate 
for the general election, 
announced its decision 
to back the Congress can-
didate during a consul-
tative meeting of central 
office bearers and MLAs 
here on Saturday.

“The NPF has decid-
ed to lend issue-based 
support to Congress 
candidate KL Chishi in 
the upcoming Lok Sabha 
election,” its president 
Shrhozelie Liezietsu said.

“That, however, does 
not change the party’s 
stand on regionalism. 
Also, the NPF is not an 
ally of the Congress,” 
Liezietsu clarified.

The NPF, which has 
26 MLAs in the Assembly, 
wants to bring all sec-
ular forces together for 
the upcoming Lok Sabha 
election, he said, adding 
that the NDA, if it comes 
to power, will push for 
the Citizenship (Amend-

ment) Bill, putting the 
interests of indigenous 
people under threat.

TR Zeliang, NPF legis-
lature party leader, said 
the objective was to de-
feat Tokheho Yepthomi, 
the consensus candidate 
of the ruling PDA, of 
which the BJP is a part.

“The people here are 
confronted with issues 
of secularism, citizenship 
bill and Naga political is-
sue. The NPF has decided 
to support the Congress 
candidate in the interest 
of the Nagas,” he said.

Asked about the sev-
en NPF MLAs, who open-
ly pledged their support 
to the PDA government 
and its consensus candi-
dates for the Lok Sabha 
polls and the Aonglen-
deng Assembly bypoll, 
Zeliang said, “It is evident 
that they have bargained 
the trust of people and 
that of the party for their 
personal benefits.” 

“A showcause no-
tice has been issued to 
the MLAs on March 26. 
The party will be com-
pelled to take action 
against them if they fail 
to respond within seven 
days,” he added.

Elections to the lone 
Lok Sabha seat in Nagaland 
will be held on April 11.

Dhaka, Mar 31 (PTI): 
A senior leader of 
opposition BNP was 
among two persons 
arrested in connection 
with a devastating fire 
in a high-rise building 
that killed 26 people in 
Dhaka last week, police 
said on Sunday. 

At least 26 people 
were killed and 50 oth-
ers were injured when 
the blaze broke out in the 
23-floor office bloc, F R 
Tower in Dhaka’s Banani 
area, on Thursday.

A case was registered 
in Benani police sta-
tion on Saturday, Dhaka 
Police Commissioner 
Asaduzzaman Mia was 
quoted as saying by the 
bdnews24.com.

SMHI Faruk, an engi-
neer and the land owner 
of the building, was ar-
rested from Bashundhara 
residential area around 
1:45 am on Sunday, Dep-
uty Commissioner of the 
Detective Branch of Dha-

ka Metropolitan Police, 
Moshiur Rahman, said.

BNP leader Tasvir Ul 
Islam, who is one of the 
owners of the building 

and the president of the 
commercial complex’s 
management commit-
tee, was arrested from 
his Baridhara residence 

on Saturday, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner of 
the Detective Branch of 
Dhaka Metropolitan Po-
lice, Shahjahan Saju, said.

Authorities said 
that the building lacked 
adequate fire safety 
measures and had no 
fire-protected staircases.

Islam was the owner 
of the top three floors of 
the building that had no 
permission for the con-
struction, police said.

There were other 
partners, who jointly 
own the building, and po-
lice was looking for the 
chief of the construction 
company that built the 
complex, they said.

Islam is a member of 
the BNP’s central com-
mittee and the president 
of the party’s Kurigram 
wing. He is the young-
er brother of late A K M 
Maidul Islam, a founding 
member of the BNP, and 
the managing director 
and CEO of the Quasem 
Industries Limited.

The firm has its offic-
es on the 21st and 22nd 
floors of the building.

The ownership of the 
building was jointly held 
by Faruk, and a real es-
tate company, Rupayan, 
which built the tower, 
they said.

Saloni Bhatia
New Delhi, Mar 31 
(PTI): While Netflix se-
ries ‘Delhi Crime’ has got 
rave reviews for its sensi-
tive portrayal of the Nir-
bhaya gangrape case, In-
spector Anil Sharma is up-
set with the makers and is 
planning to take the legal 
route against them for the 
depiction of a character 
based on him. 

Sharma was the SHO 
of the Vasant Vihar police 
station where the case 
was registered in 2012 
which had led to an out-
rage across the nation. 

The police officer said 
he regularly met the vic-
tim when she was admit-
ted in a hospital in the 
national capital and spent 
time with her.

He said had not 
missed a single hearing 
in the case and is still in 
touch with the victim’s 
family whom he describes 
an extended family. 

Sharma, who hasn’t 
watched the series yet, 
claimed its director Richie 
Mehta has apologised to 
him, but he felt that the 
character’s portrayal has 
hurt him. 

In an interview to PTI 
earlier, Mehta had said 
the show dramatises the 
incident and includes 
back stories of the police 
personnel, the condition 
of the force, their power 
struggle with the bureau-
cracy and managing the 
scoop-hungry media.

The series depicts the 
Vasant Vihar SHO’s char-
acter as an officer who is 
not trusted by his seniors 
and tries to shirk work, 
even when the team is 
racing against time to nab 
the culprits. 

Later in the series, 
the character, christened 
Vinod, becomes more re-
sponsible and even makes 
a suggestion to his DCP 
to go in for orthodontics 

technique, which was 
used for the first time in 
any case and helped nail 
the accused. 

The technique 
matched the bite marks 
on the victim’s body with 
the teeth marks of the ac-
cused using dental casts. 

The police officer said 
he is planning to initiate 
legal proceedings against 
the makers of the series. 

Sharma, currently 
posted as the SHO of the 
Lodhi Colony police sta-
tion, told PTI that he had 
faced three inquiry com-
missions in the case and 
none of them found any 
laxity on the part of the 
police station. 

“They, in fact, praised 
us. Even the courts 
praised the police’s ef-
forts. The series has ma-
ligned my reputation and 
I am considering whether 
I can go to court against 
them,” he said. 

Sharma said he is up-

set and even though the 
director, Richie Mehta, 
has apologised to him, he 
is not pacified.

“He has apologised to 
me and sent several mes-
sages. My seniors are also 
upset. During one of our 
crime review meetings, 
my senior discussed the 
portrayal of my character 
and encouraged me to not 
be affected by it,” he said. 

In an episode, Shar-
ma’s character tells his 
DCP, portrayed by Shefali 
Shah, that he wants to 
go to the gym to unwind, 
even as the police teams 
are looking for the ac-
cused. 

“I am a national-level 
athlete and I have nev-
er gone to the gym. If I 
would have thought so, 
my juniors would have 
not put in efforts thinking 
that when the seniors are 
like this, why should we 
be bothered,” he said.

He said when the case 

was under investigation, 
they had done what could 
be called the “mother of 
all arrangements”.

“Students used to be 
sitting right outside the 
police station and we used 
to escort the accused to 
court through the rear of 
the police station, cross-
ing a drain, slum cluster, 
through PVR Priya, all 
while ensuring that they 
are not lynched by the 
angry public. Apart from 
this, I also had the job of 
collecting evidence in the 
case, handling her friend 
who was also with her in 
the bus,” he said. 

Sharma, who was also 
managing other cases at 
the time, said he used to 
visit the victim and forged 
a bond with her.

“I used to regularly 
spend time with her. I had 
even told her O Henry’s 
popular story ‘The Last 
Leaf’ as her story was 
similar to it,” he said.

New central police obeserver arrives
Kolkata, Mar 31 (PTI): 
Vivek Dubey, who replaced 
former BSF director gen-
eral R K Sharma as the 
central police observer for 
the upcoming Lok Sabha 
elections in West Bengal 
arrived in the city Sunday.

According to Elec-
tion Commission sources, 
Dubey, a 1981 batch IPS 
officer, would meeti rep-
resentatives of different 
political parties separately 
on Monday morning.

He would also hold 

video conferences with 
district magistrates and 
superintendents of police 
of eight districts which are 
slated to have Lok Sabha 
polls in the first three 
phases, the sources said.

Ruling Trinamool 

Congress and the CPI(M) 
had objected to the ap-
pointment of Sharma on 
grounds of neutrality.

Dubey would also be 
looking into the deploy-
ment of central and state 
forces during the elec-

tions, the source said.
Lok Sabha polls in 

West Bengal will be held 
in seven phases. The first, 
second and third phases 
of the polls are scheduled 
on April 11, April 18 and 
April 23.
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Cheeky Messi magic keeps Barcelona 
10 points clear in Spain

Madrid, Mar 31 (AFP): 
Lionel Messi continued 
his remarkable run of 
form as his second-half 
double, including an im-
pudent free-kick, helped 
Barcelona continue their 
march towards the La 
Liga title with a 2-0 win 
over Espanyol.

The visitors gave 
their city rivals a tough 
game at the Camp Nou, 
but Messi’s chipped 
free-kick over the wall 
from 19 yards and a late 
second kept the reign-
ing champions 10 points 
clear of second-placed 
Atletico Madrid, who 
thrashed Alaves 4-0.

Messi has now net-
ted eight times in his last 
four games for Barca, 
and leads the way in the 
La Liga scoring charts 
with 31 goals, 13 ahead 
of teammate Luis Suarez.

“I had no idea he 
would hit (the free-kick) 
like that,” said Barcelona 
coach Ernesto Valverde.

“I would love to say 
that we had planned it, 
but it’s not true, it’s up to 
him. He didn’t need my 
opinion and he scored.” 

It was a fitting way for 
the Argentinian to mark 
his 675th Barcelona ap-
pearance, which moved 
him ahead of Andres Ini-
esta into second on the 

club’s all-time list -- 102 
adrift of Xavi Hernandez.

He made a low-key 
return to international 
action in midweek as Ar-
gentina lost a friendly to 
Venezuela, but Valverde 
was delighted it did not 
affect Messi on Saturday.

“Messi is the same 
player no matter what 
team he is playing in,” he 
said. “He would be the 
same if he played in Aus-
tralia... We are delighted 
to have him, it’s a luxury 
for me to coach him.” 

Barca struggled to 

break down Espanyol 
early on, with Messi, Su-
arez and Ivan Rakitic all 
wasting half-chances in 
the first period.

Barcelona saw a pen-
alty appeal waved away by 
both the referee and VAR 
on the stroke of half-time, 
and Malcom was denied 
just after the hour mark 
by away goalkeeper Diego 
Lopez as the Catalan gi-
ants grew frustrated.

But Messi has been 
consistently unplayable 
this season, and he dinked 
in a wonderful effort from 

a set-piece despite Victor 
Sanchez’s best efforts to 
clear off the line.

The three points were 
sealed in the 89th min-
ute as Malcom ran clear 
on the breakaway, before 
cutting the ball across for 
Messi to sweep a trade-
mark finish low into the 
bottom corner.

Barcelona next vis-
it Villarreal on Tuesday 
with a second successive 
title looking even more 
like a mere formality af-
ter a sixth straight victory 
extended their unbeaten 

league run to 17 matches.
Atletico at least 

did not give up further 
ground to Barcelona as 
Diego Costa scored for 
the first time since No-
vember in an impressive 
win at fifth-placed Alaves.

The Spanish inter-
national has struggled 
for form and fitness this 
season, but grabbed his 
second league goal of the 
campaign with a magnif-
icent 11th-minute strike 
from the edge of the 
area, six minutes after 
Saul Niguez had put At-

letico in front.
Costa was replaced 

by Thomas Lemar at half-
time, but the French-
man sent Alvaro Morata 
through on goal to put 
the game to bed just be-
fore the hour mark.

The on-loan Chelsea 
striker has now scored four 
goals since joining Diego 
Simeone’s men in January.

Thomas Partey added 
extra gloss to the score-
line late on with a fine 
20-yard strike into the 
top corner.

Earlier on Saturday, 
fourth-placed Getafe 
missed the chance to so-
lidify their spot in the 
Champions League places 
as they slumped to a 2-0 
home defeat by Leganes.

Uruguayan Michael 
Santos and Spaniard Juan-
fran scored in the second 
half for Leganes to leave 
Getafe just two points 
ahead of Alaves, with Va-
lencia and Sevilla both 
also within six points with 
a game in hand.

Celta Vigo gave their 
survival hopes a mas-
sive boost as Iago Aspas 
scored twice in a dramat-
ic comeback from two 
goals down to beat fellow 
strugglers Villarreal 3-2 
and move within a point 
of their 17th-placed op-
ponents and safety.

We were not thinking 
of match going to 
Super Over: Iyer

New Delhi, Mar 30 
(PTI): Delhi Capitals 
captain Shreyas Iyer Sat-
urday said that his side 
did not expect their IPL 
match against Kolkata 
Knight Riders to go to 
the Super Over via which 
they eventually won.

“Definitely a long day 
at the office. We didn’t ex-
pect it to go that deep, ex-
pected us to finish it with 
an over to spare,” Iyer 
said after his side won the 
match in Super Over.

Chasing 186 for a win, 
the Delhi capitals could 
only score 185 for 6 to tie 
the match and take it to 
the Super Over.

“Credit must go to 
Kuldeep Yadav for that 
over (last over).” 

Talking about his 
pacer Kagiso Rabada 
who bowled the Super 
Over brilliantly, Iyer said, 
“Kagiso and I had a chat 
before the super over 
and he told me that he 
would go for yorkers all 
through, first, second, 
third, every ball. It takes 
some special skill to exe-
cute that.” 

On KKR’s swashbuck-
ling batsman Andre Rus-
sell who scored 62 off 
28 balls, Iyer said, “You 
can’t control Andre Rus-
sell when he gets going. 
Even his mistimes go for 
sixes and even the bowl-
ers find it tough to plan 
against him when things 
just don’t go to plan. 

“All our batters decid-
ed that whoever gets go-
ing should take the side 
home, and Prithvi Shaw 
did that for us. Hopefully 
he can continue doing it 
for us.” 

He said all the players 
were taking the respon-
sibility.

“I am really happy 
with myself as well be-
cause I refused to let the 
pressure come onto me 
after a few dots.” 

Rabada, on his part, 

said, “We weren’t sure 
who was going to bowl 
and then Hopesy came 
up to me and said I was 
going to bowl that over. 

“Obviously, lots of 
nerves. I just saw it as 
a simulation and glad it 
paid off. You have to keep 
your wits about you and 
be really clear on what 
you have to bowl. I just 
went with yorkers and it 
worked in the end. I was 
clear and backed my plan.” 

Shaw, who was ad-
judged the man of the 
match for his 55-ball 99, 
said, “I thought I missed 
the opportunity to finish 
the game. Rather than 
scoring one run, I was 
looking to hit it big be-
cause I didn’t want the 
game to get this close. But 
the boys finished it off re-
ally well in the super over. 

“I spoke to my sup-
port-staff, Ricky, Sourav, 
Praveen Amre and I fig-
ured out that I was going 
a little too hard early.” 

He said the pitch 
changed a bit as the bowl-
ers’ marks opened up.

“Kuldeep and Piyush 
were getting good turn. 
Batting became difficult, 
but we were looking 
to pick the singles and 
doubles. I have ten more 
matches to come and I am 
hoping to continue with 
the same intensity in the 
rest of them as well.”

KKR captain Dinesh 
Karthik said, “I think it 
was a great game, both 
teams fought pretty well. 
It went to the Super over 
and they came out on top.

“I think Prasidh (who 
bowled the Super Over) 
has been bowling consis-
tently for us at the death, 
it was a straight forward 
decision to make. And I 
think he bowled really 
well. He has been bowl-
ing the tough overs, so we 
need to back him. It was a 
topsy-turvy kinda game.

Gomes sees Olympic 
qualifiers as first 

challenge for Reid
Mumbai, Mar 31 (PTI): 
Former hockey Olympian 
Marcellus Gomes saw the 
qualifiers for the 2020 
Tokyo Games as the first 
major challenge for new 
national men’s coach 
Graham Reid.

Reid, an Australian, 
is set to take over as the 
coach of the senior men’s 
team following the un-
ceremonious exit of Ha-
rendra Singh from the 
post after the last World 
Cup in Bhubaneshwar.

“The most important 
thing for him is to en-
sure that the team qual-
ifies (for the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics) and the quali-
fying round is important,” 
said the former inside 
right after the inaugura-
tion of a synthetic hock-
ey turf at the Don Bosco 
school in Matunga here.

His former Mahin-
dra team colleague and 
ex-India skipper M M So-
maya felt that with Reid 
set to take charge, the 
Australian style of play 
could come into effect 
which would help the na-
tional team.

“Graham Reid is an 
experienced coach and 
he will probably get some 

of the Australian style of 
play and that (could be) 
beneficial,” said Somaya, 
who was member of the 
gold medal winning team 
at the 1980 Olympics in 
Moscow.

According to Somaya, 
the areas where work is 
needed by the players 
were in improving the 
“conversion rate” of pen-
alty corners and becom-
ing more precise “on the 
last pass”.

Gomes also was of the 
opinion that Reid would 
need to adapt to the 
Asian style of play.

“He (Reid) will have 
to get used to the (style 
of play) as he has never 
coached an Indian team 
or a team from Asia,” said 
Gomes, a fine ball distrib-
uter in his prime.

An exhibition match 
between former interna-
tional stars and Don Bosco 
team was also played after 
the turf’s inauguration.

The young players 
got a chance to rub their 
shoulders with the likes 
of Dronacharya award 
winning coach Clar-
ence Lobo and four-time 
Olympian Dhanraj Pillai, 
among others.

Have a story to share? 
email us at  news@summittimes.com

Tiger loses to Bjerregaard in WGC 
Match Play quarter-final

Washington, Mar 31 
(AFP): Tiger Woods 
won a dramatic morning 
showdown with Rory 
McIlroy only to be upset 
by Denmark’s Lucas Bjer-
regaard in quarter-finals 
of the WGC Match Play 
Championship.

Woods, a 14-time ma-
jor champion seeking a 
fourth WGC Match Play 
title, defeated McIlroy 
2&1 in a morning knock-
out match only to fall 
1-up to the 50th-seeded 
Dane, dropping the 18th 
hole when he missed a 
four-foot par putt.

“We read it inside left 
center and it went left,” 
Woods said. “It was just 
one of those weird spots. 
It’s match play. They are 
going to put the pins in 
difficult spots and we just 
have to make the shots.” 

Bjerregaard, who will 
face US 23rd seed Matt 
Kuchar in a semi-final Sun-
day, marveled at his achieve-
ment and the crowds 

Woods drew to Austin (Tex-
as) Country Club.

“We had a great match. 
It’s a shame it had to end 
like this,” Bjerregaard said. 
“I enjoyed playing with 
him. It was a cool experi-
ence. To say I’ve beaten 
Tiger, it’s right up there.

“It’s so different to 
what I’ve ever experi-
enced before. I’ve never 
heard so many yells, his 
name all the way around. 
It was really enjoyable 
but it must be hard to do 
that every day.” 

Italy’s Francesco 
Molinari, the highest re-
maining seed at seventh, 
will meet US 48th seed 
Kevin Kisner, last year’s 
runner-up to Bubba Wat-
son, in Sunday’s other 
morning semi-final to set 
up an 18-hole afternoon 
championship final.

Bjerregaard, who also 
ousted Sweden’s Henr-
ik Stenson 3&2, opened 
with a 5-foot birdie then 
rallied after Woods an-

swered with three con-
secutive birdies.

A bogey was enough 
for Woods to win the par-
3 11th for a 1-up lead. 
Both birdied 12 and 13, 
then Bjerregaard missed 
long birdie putts to halve 
14 and 15.

Bjerregaard sank a 
29-foot eagle putt at the 
par-5 16th to level the 
match, then drained a 
13-footer for birdie at the 
par-3 17th, forcing Woods 
to sink a tense six-footer 
for birdie to stay level as 
they reached the 18th.

“His ball flight was 
low and in these condi-
tions that was advanta-
geous,” Woods said.

Woods chipped into 
a bunker but blasted out 
and, after Bjerregaard 
missed a birdie put to win, 
the 43-year-old American 
lipped out his last putt.

Woods, the 13th seed, 
never trailed in taking full 
advantage of McIlroy’s 
struggles with the putter 

and a double-bogey di-
saster at the 16th hole as 
spectators roared.

“It was big for us in-
side the ropes too,” Woods 
said. “It was fun for us. We 
battled hard against each 
other. I was fortunate to 
come out on top.” 

McIlroy, who had 
dropped only three holes in 
three matches, was 3-down 
after 10 against Woods but 
birdied to win 12 and 13 
and looked to win 16 after 
Woods buried his tee shot 
under a bunker lip.

Instead, McIlroy fol-
lowed a mammoth tee 
shot by finding a right 
rough slope, chipping over 
the green against a bound-
ary mark, chipping again 
into a bunker and blasting 
out to two feet before sur-
rendering the hole.

Woods holed a 
13-footer to halve 17 and 
complete the victory.

“I played pretty consis-
tent the entire day,” Woods 
said. “I didn’t give him 

any holes and Rory didnt 
make any putts. It was a 
tough day all around.” 

McIlroy, a four-time 
major champion, can 
complete a Career Grand 
Slam in two weeks by 
winning the Masters.

After his first match-
play battle with his boy-
hood idol, McIlroy apol-
ogized on Instagram for 
exiting without talking 
to reporters and praised 
Woods for clutch putts late.

“Although I was dis-
appointed with how the 
match ended, I showed 
real patience and per-
sistence to claw a couple 
of holes back on the back 
nine, then squandered a 
great opportunity to get 
back to all square on 16,” 
McIlroy wrote.

“Definitely one I let 
get away but I’ll learn 
and move on.” 

Reigning British Open 
champion Molinari, Eu-
rope’s Ryder Cup hero in 
last year’s triumph over 

the US team in France, 
eliminated English 10th 
seed Paul Casey 5&4 and 
then beat US 57th seed 
Kevin Na 6&5.

Na, who had upset 
English second seed Jus-
tin Rose 2-up, began with 
a birdie but dropped the 
next six holes and never 
recovered.

“I just played very 
well from the start,” Mo-
linari said. “I made a lot 
of putts and didn’t make 
too many mistakes.” 

Kisner routed China’s 
Li Haotong 6&5 then edged 
South African 19th seed 
Louis Oosthuizen 2&1.

Kuchar, the 2013 win-
ner, beat English 35th 
seed Tyrrell Hatton 4&3 
and then beat Spanish 
26th seed Sergio Garcia 
2-up. The Spaniard bird-
ied 15 and 16 to pull with-
in 1-down but lost at 18.

Badminton in Tokyo Olympics going to be 
tougher than last three Games: Saina

Philem Dipak Singh
New Delhi, Mar 31 (PTI): 
India’s ace shuttler Saina 
Nehwal says the badminton 
competition at next year’s 
Olympics will be tougher 
than the last three Games 
and she is working on fit-
ness and improving her 
game in the run-up to the 
showpiece event in Tokyo.

Saina has been trou-
bled by injuries of late. 
After her knee surgery in 
2016, she has been striving 
hard to return to her peak 
form. She was World No. 1 
for a few weeks in 2015.

“Yes, it (competition 
in 2020 Olympics) will be 
much tougher (than ear-
lier three editions). The 
Chinese shuttlers are play-
ing really well. More than 
them, a lot of other girls 

are playing really well. It 
is going to be very tough,” 
Saina told PTI in an exclu-
sive interview.

“But as of now, I’m not 
thinking about Olympics 
or about how I will qualify 
for it. I am thinking more 
about doing well in tourna-
ments, improving my game 
and keeping myself injury 
free and fit,” Saina said at 
the sidelines of Pramer-
ica Spirit of Community 
Awards event in Gurgaon, 
for which she is the Pro-
gramme Ambassador.

For India to send two 
shuttlers in Tokyo Olym-
pics women’s singles, both 
of them will have to be 
inside top 16 in the world 
rankings which will be 
released after the end of 
qualification period, on 

April 30, 2020.
Tokyo Games will be 

her fourth Olympics, hav-
ing represented the coun-
try in 2008, 2012 and 2016. 
She reached the quarterfi-
nals in 2008, won a bronze 
in 2012 and crashed out in 
group stages in 2016 when 
she played with a knee in-
flammation. 

Saina skipped the India 
Open in New Delhi after 
she developed pancreas 
infection during the All 
England Championships 
earlier this month.

“I am coming out of a 
pancreas infection and I am 
planning to play Malaysia 
Open next week. Let’s see 
how it happens,” she said.

Asked if she is happy 
with what has panned out 
after the surgery in 2016, 

she said, “I am fighting, 
trying to improve my game 
and win as many matches 
as possible. That is what I 
can do and the rest I don’t 
know, because I cannot 
predict results. 

“I’m happy I am being 
able to win a few tourna-
ments. I did well in CWG 
(won gold), Asian Games 
(bronze), Denmark Open 
finalist and won in Indo-
nesia (Indonesia Masters 
this year). There were few 
good results that keep me 
inspiring and motivating 
to continue to doing well. 
The rest I want to take care 
of my health, improve my 
game and think of winning 
my next tournament.” 

The cramped badmin-
ton calendar following the 
Badminton World Feder-

ation’s decision, which re-
quires top players to feature 
in at least 12 out of 15 tour-
naments a year, has been 
criticised by many shuttlers. 

Saina said she had also 
taken up the issue with the 
global governing body but 
to no avail.

“Our body cannot take 
so many tournaments in 
a year. Finally, it a body 
and not a machine, so it is 
tough but you have to find 
ways to be fit for most of 
tournaments. We (some 
players) told last year that 
the calendar can be small-
er and money can be big-
ger in these tournaments. 
Make it like tennis, like 
how they have four grand 
slams,” she said. 

“I don’t know why BWF 
is busy doing these things, 

different tournaments. Be-
ing a player we don’t have 
the time to sit and speak 
about it often. We can only 
focus on the next tourna-
ment. Last year we tried 
to speak in December as 
well but nothing changed, 
so we have to go with the 
routine.” 

Asked how her hus-
band P Kashyap sitting at 
the coach’s corner in recent 
tournaments different from 
national coach Pullela Go-
pichand, Saina said, “Both of 
them are making really good 
plans for me. Sometimes 
you are more comfortable 
with a friend. Kashyap can 
be a bit more strict and hard 
on me because Gopi sir is 
basically quiet and simple 
on the court.
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Pak Army chief to 

brief parliamentarians 
on “hostile 

situation” at LoC

First Rohingya woman shot dead in 
Bangladesh drugs clampdown

Turks vote in test for Erdogan as recession hits home

Pope, Morocco king say Jerusalem 
‘common patrimony’ of three religions

Dhaka, Mar 31 (AFP): 
Bangladesh security 
forces have shot dead 
a Rohingya woman in a 
border town known as 
a gateway for smuggling 
meth pills from neigh-
bouring Myanmar, offi-
cials said Sunday.

Rights activists said 
Rumana Akter, 20, was 
the first Rohingya wom-
an to be killed in a clamp-
down by Bangladesh 
authorities against the 

narcotics trade.
She was one of three 

alleged smugglers killed 
in two separate incidents 
in Teknaf, which is close 
to refugee camps hous-
ing about one million 
Muslim Rohingya who 
have fled from Myanmar.

Teknaf is a hub 
for dealing in “yaba” 
-- a methamphet-
amine-based stimulant 
that translates in Thai 
as “crazy medicine” -- 

which has become popu-
lar in Bangladesh.

More than 300 peo-
ple -- including nearly 
20 Rohingya -- have been 
killed in the clampdown 
launched in May last year.

Impoverished Ro-
hingya refugees are used 
by dealers to transport 
the drug from Myanmar, 
officials say. 

A military crackdown 
against the Rohingya in 
August 2017 sparked an 

exodus of 740,000 refu-
gees to flee the country 
and join some 300,000 
refugees already in 
camps in Bangladesh.

Border Guard Ban-
gladesh (BGB) said the 
Rohingya woman was 
killed during a gunfight 
between security forces 
and armed smugglers on 
the Naf river, which acts 
as a border between Ban-
gladesh and Myanmar.

BGB spokesman Shari-

ful Islam told reporters the 
woman’s body was found 
after a 15-minute gun-
battle “along with 10,000 
pieces of yaba and three 
sharp knives in her bag”. 

Akter came from a 
refugee camp in Teknaf.

Rights activists ques-
tioned the death, saying 
the woman’s name was 
not on a list of known 
drug traders kept by Ban-
gladeshi law agencies.

Two alleged drug 

traders were killed by 
police in a separate inci-
dent in Teknaf late Sat-
urday. Police said 10,000 
pieces of yaba, six guns 
and 18 rounds of ammu-
nition were found.

As part of clampdown 
Bangladesh authorities 
in October made yaba 
a class-A banned sub-
stance and parliament 
passed a law allowing the 
death penalty for dealing 
in the drug.

Istanbul, Mar 31 
(AFP): President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan heads 
into local elections Sun-
day fighting for what he 
says is Turkey’s surviv-
al, with his party risk-
ing defeat in the capi-
tal amid an economic 
slowdown.

Erdogan and his Jus-
tice and Development 
Party (AKP) have won 
every vote since the 
party first came to pow-
er in 2002 but this time, 
analysts say the party 
could lose Ankara and 
even Istanbul.

It is the first munici-
pal poll since Turks ap-
proved constitutional 
reforms in 2017 to create 
an executive presidency 
that gave Erdogan wider 
powers, and follows gen-
eral elections last year.

But Erdogan, whose 
ability to win continu-
ously in the ballot box 
is unparalleled in Turk-
ish history, is more vul-
nerable with the coun-
try’s economy in reces-
sion, unemployment up 
and inflation in double 
digits.

Much of the AKP’s 
success has been down to 
his perceived economic 
prowess, but days before 
the vote, the Turkish lira 
has been sliding again, 
provoking memories of 
the 2018 currency crisis 

that badly hurt Turkish 
households.

Erdogan, who is 
aware of his potential 
weakness and was pre-
viously the mayor of Is-
tanbul, has campaigned 
across Turkey every day 
though he is not on the 
ballot.

Since Friday, he has 
held more than a dozen 
rallies in different Istan-
bul districts.

Voters are to elect 
scores of mayors, munic-
ipal councils and other 
local officials. Polls open 
at 0400 GMT in eastern 
provinces and 0500 GMT 
elsewhere in the country.

“Citizens are suffer-

ing because of the eco-
nomic problems,” Dervis 
Dikmen, 60, told AFP at 
an opposition rally in the 
southern city of Mersin. 

“Citizens cannot buy 
anything.” “I’m a trader, 
I’m retired but I’ve nev-
er seen a downturn like 
this,” he said.

For his supporters 
however, Erdogan re-
mains the strong leader 
Turkey needs and they 
tout the country’s eco-
nomic development in 
the decade and a half 
that he and the AKP have 
been in power.

But rights activists 
and even Turkey’s West-
ern allies say that under 

his leadership the gov-
ernment has steadily 
eroded democracy, espe-
cially after a failed 2016 
coup that led to tens of 
thousands of people be-
ing arrested.

The vote will be the 
first time since 2002 that 
the AKP is fielding can-
didates with its alliance 
partner, the right-wing 
Nationalist Movement 
Party (MHP).

The opposition 
pro-Kurdish Peoples’ 
Democratic Party (HDP) 
has refused to field can-
didates in several cities, 
saying the elections are 
unfair. Some of its lead-
ers have been jailed on 

terror charges, accusa-
tions they reject.

Critics say that 
with most media ei-
ther pro-government or 
controlled by Erdogan 
supporters, opposition 
parties campaigned at 
a disadvantage because 
Erdogan’s rallies domi-
nated TV coverage.

For Gareth Jenkins, 
a non-resident senior 
research fellow at the 
Silk Road Studies Pro-
gramme, regardless of 
what happens on Sunday, 
“it has been several years 
since we have had any-
thing resembling a fair 
election in Turkey.

“What has happened 
during the campaign for 
Sunday’s local elections 
is unprecedented and 
demonstrates that -- un-
like during its first years 
in power -- the AKP is no 
longer confident of being 
able to win a fair election. 
And it is almost certainly 
right.” 

The AKP aims to win 
Istanbul and Ankara, 
with Erdogan fielding his 
ex-prime minister and 
loyalist Binali Yildirim 
for the country’s biggest 
city and economic hub.

But in Ankara, Mans-
ur Yavas -- candidate for 
the opposition Republi-
can People’s Party CHP 
and the nationalist Good 
Party -- might have a 

stronger chance of win-
ning, according to recent 
polls.

Looking to rally con-
servative Turks, Erdo-
gan’s message targeted 
opponents as enemies of 
the country, tying them 
to PKK Kurdish militants.

But with inflation at 
just under 20 per cent 
and unemployment at 
a near 10-year high in 
December, he has also 
sought to reassure vot-
ers the economy is under 
control.

“I am the boss of 
the economy right now 
as the president of this 
country,” Erdogan told 
a rally on Saturday. “We 
are in charge of the econ-
omy.” He has described 
the lira’s fluctuations as 
part of a plot led by the 
United States to “corner 
Turkey”.

Ayse Ayata, a politi-
cal science professor at 
Middle East Technical 
University, said that af-
ter the vote, “the econo-
my will take precedence 
and there will certainly 
be significant austerity 
measures”.

Sajjad Hussain
Islamabad, Mar 31 
(PTI): Pakistan Army 
chief General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa will brief the 
parliamentarians next 
week on “hostile situation 
at the Line of Control” in 
the aftermath of recent 
tension with India, media 
reports said on Sunday.

The briefing, to be 
held at the General Head-
quarters (GHQ) in Rawal-
pindi on April 4, will be 
attended by the members 
of standing committees 
of the National Assembly 
and Senate on defence, 
Dawn reported.

Gen Bajwa will “brief 
the parliamentarians on 
hostile situation at the 
Line of Control”, it said.

The paper said that it 
will be the second brief-
ing by the army chief to 
the parliamentarians 
over one month.

Earlier, parliamentar-
ians were briefed in an 
in-camera session held 
at Parliament House on 
February 27, the day the 
Pakistan Air Force car-
ried out a raid in India. 
However, Prime Minister 
Imran Khan did not at-
tend the briefing.

This week’s briefing 
would be attended by a 
number of prominent 
leaders from the oppo-
sition parties, including 
former ministers, as they 
are members of the two 
committees.

According to a no-
tification issued by the 
National Assembly Sec-
retariat, chairman of the 
NA committee Amjad Ali 
Khan would lead the del-
egation of members of 

the National Assembly, 
the lower house.

Defence Minister Per-
vez Khattak has also been 
invited as he is ex-officio 
member of both standing 
committees.

The lawmakers have 
been told to assemble at 
Gate No 1 of Parliament 
House at 10 a.m. and those 
who intend to proceed di-
rectly to GHQ have been 
asked to provide registra-
tion numbers of their ve-
hicles before the meeting.

A notification issued 
by the Senate Secretar-
iat says that Chairman 
of Senate standing com-
mittee on defence Azam 
Swati will lead the Senate 
members.

A few days ago Prime 
Minister Khan had said 
that the “possibility of a 
misadventure” from In-
dia could not be ignored.

Earlier, Foreign Min-
ister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi had said that the 
armed forces needed to 
remain alert.

Tensions between In-
dia and Pakistan escalat-
ed after the February 14 
attack by Pakistan-based 
Jaish-e-Mohammed in 
Pulwama that killed 40 
CRPF soldiers.

Amid mounting out-
rage, the Indian Air Force 
carried out a counter-ter-
ror operation, hitting 
what it said was a JeM 
training camp in Balakot, 
deep inside Pakistan on 
February 26. The next 
day, Pakistan Air Force 
retaliated and downed a 
MiG-21 in an aerial com-
bat and captured an Indi-
an pilot, who was handed 
over to India later.
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Rabat, Mar 30 (AFP): 
Pope Francis and Mo-
rocco’s King Mohammed 
VI on Saturday declared 
Jerusalem the “common 
patrimony of humanity 
and especially the follow-
ers of the three monothe-
istic religions,” during the 
pontiff’s visit to Rabat.

“The specific 
multi-religious character, 
the spiritual dimension 
and the particular cultur-
al identity of Jerusalem... 
must be protected and 
promoted,” they said in a 
joint statement released 
by the Vatican.

The appeal comes 

amid heightened ten-
sions over the disputed 
city, particularly after 

President Donald Trump 
recognised it as Israel’s 
capital and moved the US 

embassy there last year.
Trump’s move sparked 

anger among Palestinians 

and across the Muslim 
world, as well as breaking 
with decades of interna-
tional consensus that the 
city’s status should be ne-
gotiated between Israelis 
and Palestinians.

Israel considers the 
entire city as its capital, 
while the Palestinians see 
east Jerusalem as the cap-
ital of their future state.

Following Trump’s 
announcement, Pope 
Francis has repeatedly 
called for the status quo 
in Jerusalem to be pre-
served and pushed for 
renewed talks for a two-
state solution.

Israel reopens Gaza crossings closed for days after rocket strike
Jerusalem, Mar 31 
(AFP): Israel reopened its 
crossings with the block-
aded Gaza Strip on Sunday 
after having kept them 
closed for nearly a week 
following a rare long-dis-
tance rocket strike from 
the Palestinian enclave, 
an official said.

The Erez crossing for 
people and the Kerem 
Shalom crossing for goods 
reopened Sunday morn-
ing, a spokeswoman for 
COGAT, the defence minis-
try unit that oversees the 
crossings, told AFP.

They were closed on 
Monday after the rocket fire 
that wounded seven Israelis 

and led to Israeli retaliato-
ry strikes across the Gaza 
Strip, another serious flare-
up between the two sides.

Hamas announced an 
Egyptian-brokered truce that 
ended the exchange of fire.

The reopening also 
comes after tens of thousands 
of Palestinians protested 
along the Gaza border with 
Israel on Saturday, marking 
the one-year anniversary 
since demonstrations and 
clashes erupted there.

Four Palestinians were 
killed on Saturday during 
protests and clashes, but 
unrest was limited and 
fears of mass bloodshed 
were averted after Egyp-

tian-led negotiations.
Five rockets were 

launched from the Gaza 
Strip at Israel overnight, 
leading Israeli tanks to fire 
on Hamas military posts. 

No casualties were 
reported from either the 
rockets or tank fire.

Hamas officials say an 
understanding was reached 
that would see Israel ease 
its crippling blockade of 
Gaza in exchange for the 
protests remaining calm.

Israel, which has 
fought three wars with 
Hamas since 2008, has 
not commented on the 
claims of an agreement.

Israel goes to the polls 

in a keenly contested gen-
eral election on April 9 
in which Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu fac-
es a stiff challenge from 
centrist former military 
chief Benny Gantz.

He is widely seen as 
wanting to avoid a major 
escalation before the polls, 
but has faced accusations 
from political opponents 
of being soft on Hamas.

On Sunday, while wel-
coming Brazilian President 
Jair Bolsonaro for a three-
day visit, Netanyahu again 
said Israel was prepared 
for a major operation in the 
Gaza Strip if necessary.

“You arrive in Israel in a 

tense period, and so I gave 
the order to leave military 
forces in full deployment 
around the Gaza Strip,” Ne-
tanyahu said during a cere-
mony at the airport.

“This includes tanks, 
artillery, ground forces 
and air forces. We are pre-
pared for every scenario, 
and if needed, also for a 
wide campaign.” 

The year of demonstra-
tions and clashes along the 
Gaza border are calling for 
Palestinians to be allowed 
to return to land their fam-
ilies fled or were expelled 
from during the 1948 war 
that accompanied Israel’s 
creation.
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ARIES: Disrupt the status quo on Satur-
day, Aries, but aim for mild tremors instead 
of extreme shockwaves. With the Sun and 
moon trading friendly fire, it’s obvious to 
everyone that change is necessary. But lead-
ership is sorely needed to reveal the next 
stage of the game. That’s where you come 
in: Make proactive suggestions or simply 
lead by example!  
TAURUS: ETrue success doesn’t simply 
hinge on climbing tirelessly to the top. Sat-
urday’s evocative angle between the Sun 
and moon points you down a more soulful 
path. Pause from “doing, doing, doing” and 
think big picture. Beyond putting food on 
the table, how is your work helping other 
people and the world at large?   
GEMINI: Start your weekend on an in-
spired note! Pull a motivational or spiritual 
book off the shelf for some morning read-
ing. Try a little “bibliomancy”: opening to a 
random page and letting the words be your 
divine directive for the day. Avoid complain-
ers like the plague and seek “high-vibration-
al” groups of people to spend time with, 

especially if you could use an infusion of 
positive energy.  
CANCER: Trying to get a straight answer 
over the last three weeks has been nearly 
impossible, thanks to communicator Mer-
cury’s backspin through your truth-telling 
ninth house. You can now breathe easy as 
the messenger planet turns direct and forges 
ahead. No more dancing around an issue—
insist on the complete story. Steer clear of 
even slight exaggerations and aim to be fully 
authentic. Since the ninth house also rules 
travel, you’ve got a cosmic thumbs-up for a 
winter getaway.  
LEO: Today’s cosmos shine a light on hid-
den realities as expressive Mercury turns 
direct in your covert eighth house. Over the 
past three weeks, while the messenger planet 
was retrograde, you’ve held your cards close 
to your vest, but guarding one secret could 
be taking a toll on your psyche. Mercury’s 
forward motion could attract a worthy con-
fidante—which is a good start to releasing 
your burden.  
VIRGO: Your routine-driven sign isn’t 

generally considered erratic, but Mercury’s 
retrograde through your relationship house 
over the past three weeks might have made 
you flip-flop. Perhaps a BFF hasn’t had 
much time for you since finding “The One” 
or an ex resurfaced without an offer of com-
mitment. Enough already! .  
LIBRA: Channel-surfing or downward-dog-
ging? If you’ve been doing more of the for-
mer over the past three weeks, you can thank 
Mercury, which has been retrograde (back-
ward) in your self-care sector. But don’t 
throw in the towel! Today, the quicksilver 
planet turns direct, helping you find sustain-
able routines.   
SCORPIO: You’re back! On March 5, ex-
pressive Mercury turned retrograde in your 
passionate fifth house. You may have felt 
like you were missing the love boat. Or per-
haps you couldn’t get a clear read on a ro-
mantic interest. Get ready to shake off the 
confusion and insecurity today, as the com-
munication planet powers forward and calls 
forth your most radiant self! 
SAGITTARIUS: Baby, it might (still) be 

cold outside, but it wouldn’t hurt to open a 
few windows and air out Chateau Sagittari-
us. With Mercury retrograde in your domes-
tic fourth house since March 5, home and 
family matters might have felt a bit dazed 
and confused. Your survival instincts kicked 
in, causing you to retreat from the insanity. 
You can breathe a sigh of relief and re-en-
gage today, as Mercury turns direct. Call a 
truce with your roomies, make up with your 
S.O., seek out a solution with your mother!    
CAPRICORN: Banish that either-or think-
ing, Capricorn. After a confusing three-week 
Mercury retrograde in your communication 
house, the messenger planet powers forward 
today. While you prefer to pour your (prodi-
gious) energy into one thing at a time, this 
approach may not be serving you. Don’t be 
afraid to dip your toe into multiple ponds, 
like those librarian-slash-actors or entrepre-
neur-slash-activists. Commuting or living 
in two cities is even a possibility for some 
earthbound Goats.    
AQUARIUS:  Loosen those purse strings, 
Aquarius. Since Mercury went retrograde 

on March 5, you may have had a few bud-
getary breakdowns. But the messenger plan-
et resumes forward motion today, making it 
safe to once again enjoy your hard-earned 
cash. This is a perfect time to revisit (and 
if necessary, revamp) your plans to strike a 
healthy balance between saving and spend-
ing. Invest in your greatest resource: your-
self! A personal growth workshop, medi-
tation retreat or life-coaching sessions can 
awaken your creativity and usher in a tsuna-
mi of entrepreneurial ideas.   
PISCES: Vote with your dollar on 
Saturday, Pisces. An auspicious Sun-
moon angle sends a reminder of how 
loudly money talks. Perhaps you’ll 
choose socially responsible companies 
over those with murky or questionable 
practices. Supporting a small business 
owner can keep the unique character of 
your neighborhood thriving. This cosmic 
confab could inspire you to do busi-
ness in different ways yourself or even 
earmark some of your earnings for a 
very specific cause you want to support.

Supportive friend! Actress Julia Roberts waves 
to fans while supporting Rita Wilson, as she gets her 
star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.
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‘Fear the Walking Dead’ S05 to premiere June 2

Drew Barrymore wants to make more 
movies with Adam Sandler

Black actors don’t get cast on potential: Mahershala Ali

Don’t think anything could have saved Kurt 
Cobain: Nirvana manager Danny Goldberg

Los Angeles, Mar 31 (PTI): Leg-
endary rock band Nirvana’s manager 
Danny Goldberg believes it would not 
have been possible to save frontman 
Kurt Cobain. 

The iconic singer committed sui-
cide on April 5, 1994 at his home in 
Seattle, Washington.

Goldberg, who has penned a 
memoir titled, “Serving the Ser-
vant: Remembering Kurt Cobain”, 
said, “There is a mystery to why 
some people do it (suicide) and 
some don’t.” 

The memoir 
spans the three-
and-a-half years 
Goldberg worked 
with Cobain. 

“I think a lot of 
people loved him. 
Nobody will ever 
know you can’t 
go back and test 
out hundreds of 
hypotheticals. I 
think anybody who 
knows somebody 

who killed them-
selves would give 
the same answer. 
There is a mystery 
to why some peo-
ple do it and some 
don’t,” he told Roll-
ing Stone maga-
zine.

Goldberg said 
it is hard to under-
stand why people 
take their own 
lives. 

“I absolutely believe nobody 
knows why people kill themselves 
and there’s no glib, easy answer 
why he or anyone else does so. For 
all the psychiatrists and priests 
and rabbis and yogis that exist in 
the world, 50,000 Americans each 
year kill themselves.” 

In the book, he recalls how he began 
managing the band just before Nirvana 
made them superstars. 

Goldberg describes his rela-
tionship with Cobain in detail both 
professionally and personally and 

how he and his former wife, law-
yer Rosemary Carroll, went to 
great lengths to protect Cobain and 
Courtney Love from the media.

He added that he at times feels 
what he could have done to protect 
the rock icon.

“What if I had invited him to 
stay with us for a few days? Maybe 
that would have been a good idea. 
Maybe if I had ... spent X amount 
more hours trying to find oth-
er kinds of therapists that knew 
something about artistes.

“Of course, if you’re unfortunate 
enough to have been close to some-
one who did this to themselves, you 
go over things in your mind. But I 
do feel that ultimately people who 
do this do it, it’s not the people 
around them who do it.” 

Recounting the phone call that 
delivered the news of Cobain’s sui-
cide, Goldberg said, “I will never 
completely get over the sadness 
and anguish I felt at that moment.

Los Angeles, Mar 31 (PTI): The fifth 
season of “Fear the Walking Dead” is set 
to air on June 2, AMC has announced.

According to Deadline, the new chap-
ter will lead into the new supernatural 
horror drama, “NOS4A2” which is based 
on Joe Hill’s namesake 2013 fantasy nov-
el.

Lennie James, Colman Domingo, Aly-
cia Debnam-Carey, Danay Garcia, Garret 
Dillahunt, Maggie Grace, Jenna Elfman, 
Alexa Nisenson, and Austin Amelio are 
part of the cast.

Sarah Barnett, President of AMC Net-
works Entertainment Group, said the 
rejuvenated series, the prequel to “The 
Walking Dead”, is moving in an exciting 
direction. 

“Showrunners Andrew Chambliss 
and Ian Goldberg brilliantly reinvented 
Fear in its fourth season to much critical 
acclaim and we can’t wait to share with 
fans what they have in store for season 

five,” Barnett said.
The synopsis of the new season reads: 

“The group’s mission is clear: locate sur-

vivors and help make what’s left of the 
world a slightly better place. With dogged 
determination, Morgan Jones (James) 
leads the group with a philosophy root-
ed in benevolence, community and hope. 
Each character believes that helping oth-
ers will allow them to make up for the 
wrongs of their pasts. 

“But trust won’t be easily earned. 
Their mission of helping others will be 
put to the ultimate test when our group 
finds themselves in unchartered territory, 
one which will force them to face not just 
their pasts but also their fears. It is only 
through facing those fears that the group 
will discover an entirely new way to live, 
one that will leave them forever changed.” 

Produced by AMC Studios, “Fear the 
Walking Dead” is executive produced by 
Scott M Gimple, showrunners Andrew 
Chambliss and Ian Goldberg, as well as 
Robert Kirkman, David Alpert, Gale Anne 
Hurd, and Greg Nicotero.

London, Mar 31 (PTI): Os-
car-winning actor Mahershala 
Ali says he finds it “frustrating” 
that black artistes do not get 
cast on the basis of their talent. 

The actor, whose career 
breakout role came as fixer 
Remy Danton in “House of 
Cards”, believes the role gave 
casting directors “permission” 
to put him in their projects.

“I had many years of audi-
tioning, booking gigs, almost 
booking jobs and making 
some real allies in the busi-
ness - people who wanted to 
cast me in things but I just 
wasn’t a big enough name. 
What ‘House of Cards’ did 

was give people permission 
to cast me.

“It can be frustrating. Just 
to be frank with you, Afri-
can-Americans don’t really 
get cast on potential. I hope 

that now I will have a win-
dow where I can finally do 
a lot of the kind of work I’ve 
been wanting to do for a long 
time. I’ve spent a long time 
playing the man next to the 

man next to the man. Finally, 
I’m getting to play the man!” 
Ali told Heat magazine. 

Following the success 
of “House of Cards”, the 
45-year-old actor went on to 
win two Oscars in Best Actor 
in a Supporting Role category 
for “Moonlight” (2016) and 
“Green Book” (2019). 

This year he also played 
the lead role of a troubled po-
lice officer in the third season 
of the HBO anthology crime 
series “True Detective”. Ali 
previously revealed he had 
to convince creator Nic Piz-
zolatto to change the charac-
ter’s ethnicity to black.

Los Angeles, Mar 31 (PTI): 
Hollywood star Drew Bar-
rymore says she wants to 
reteam for a movie with her 
frequent collaborator and 
good friend Adam Sandler.

The duo have already co-
starred in three films -- “The 
Wedding Singer”, “50 First 
Dates”, and “Blended”. 

“Adam Sandler, obviously, 
just because I want to make 
movies with him forever. We 
just talked on the phone the 
other day. We talk on the 
phone often, and we were 
like, it feels like something, I 

don’t know. 
“We always get like a time 

and an instinct thing. We’ve 
done it three times now, so 

we know we have more to 
go,” Barrymore told Peo-
ple magazine when asked if 
she would like to work with 
any of her previous co-stars 
again.

The actor had also credit-
ed Sandler for her success in 
her 2015 book “Wildflower”. 

“He was hot s*** and he 
believed in me. It’s a little bit 
of a love letter to him because 
I have grown with this per-
son,” she had written in the 
book in a chapter dedicated 
to Sandler, titled ‘Adam’.


