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SKM’s minority government 
cannot pass budget, says SDF

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok 18 Jul: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front spokesperson, 

MK Subba today said 
that the Sikkim Kran-
tikari Morcha govern-
ment with only 15 vot-
ing legislators [minus 
the Speaker] is a mi-
nority government and 
cannot pass the budget. 
He further added that 
even if SKM govern-
ment passes the bud-
get, it cannot allocate or 
use the budget for any work.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here today, the SDF spokes-
person said that the Governor 
can call the budget session but 
a minority government cannot 
pass the budget. If the budget is 
passed then SDF can approach 
the court, he added. 

SKM government is just an 
interim government and SDF can 
propose a no-confidence motion, 
said Mr Subba.

He mentioned that SDF has 
filed a PIL in the Supreme Court 
against the appointment of PS 
Golay as CM to save politics from 

getting criminalized. Mr Golay 
should resign from the post of CM 
on moral grounds, he added.

Even after forming the gov-
ernment, SKM’s mentality is still 
the same and they continue to in-
dulge in violence, he alleged.

Criticizing the recent state-
ment of the Chief Minister where 
he had compared himself to Nel-
son Mandela, Mr Subba said that 
Nelson Mandela sacrificed every-
thing in his life for his country and 
people while Mr Golay has been 
jailed on corruption charges.   

He further alleged that in-
stead of fulfilling promises made 
during elections, the SKM gov-

ernment has only been criticizing 
SDF and its programmes. 

“SKM should either write 
SDF’s biography or start fulfilling 
its promises made to the people,” 
he said.

On the issue of Sikkim’s debt 
burden, he said that the SDF gov-
ernment had taken these loans 
by following the official process 
for the development of Sikkim 
and its people. SKM should start 
working instead of repeatedly 
raising this issue, he added.

Speaking on the white paper 
on the financial condition of the 
State that the SKM government 

turn to pg02

Akshay now in violation 
service rules as well: SKM

FPAS promises grand Indian Football Awards 
ceremony, invites all to witness event

SAgAR ChhetRi
Gangtok, 18 Jul: 

Football Players As-
sociation of Sikkim 

[FPAS] has appealed to 
sportspersons and foot-
ball lovers of the region 
to become part of the 
Football Players Associa-
tion of India Indian Foot-
ball Awards 2019 to be 
held here at Paljor Stadi-
um on Sunday. The event 
is being hosted by FPAS 
and is coming to Sikkim 
for the first time.

Among the highlights 
for the day will be an ex-
hibition match between 
FPAI XI and Sikkim Stars. 

This will present 
a rare opportunity for 
football lovers and peo-
ple of Sikkim to watch 
the game of Indian in-
ternational footballers 

and leading professional 
footballers of Sikkim at 
Paljor Stadium. 

Indian Football 
Awards in different cat-
egories - Best Indian 
Player of the Year, Indian 
Emerging Player of the 
Year, Fans’ Player of the 
Year Best Coach of the 

Year and Best Foreign 
Player of the Year - will 
be presented during half-
time of the match. 

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
FPAI president Nirmal 
Chettri informed that 
FPAI XI will feature Sunil 
Chettri along with Deep-

ak Mandal, Md Nawaz, 
Anwar Ali, Nagen Ta-
mang, Nadong Bhutia 
and others Indian profes-
sional footballers. 

Likewise, Sikkim XI 
will have professional 
footballers from Sikkim 
playing in different ISL 
and I-League clubs and 

local clubs of Sikkim. 
He mentioned that 

Bhaichung Bhutia has 
also given his confirma-
tion to play in the exhi-
bition match but has not 
picked his team yet.

“We have been trying 
to bring as many Sikkim 
footballers playing with 
different clubs of the 
country a possible for the 
event,” Mr Chettri said. 

He also expressed 
his disappointment on 
not getting the expected 
moral support and par-
ticipation from senior and 
ex-footballers of Sikkim. 

He stressed that there 
was need for support and 
motivation from senior and 
ex-footballers for further de-
velopment of football and the 
welfare of footballers.

turn to pg02

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 18 Jul: 

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha’s senior vice-pres-

ident, TN Dhakal, who is 
also Political Advisor to 
the Chief Minister, today 
contended that Addition-
al DGP Akshay Sachde-
va’s act holding a press 
conference and seek-
ing public support for 
himself was a gross vi-
olation of the provision 
of the All India Service 
[Conduct] Rules. 

He added that the 
matter was also sub-ju-
dice at present since it 
was still being heard by 
the Supreme Court so it 
was highly inappropriate 
on the part of the officer 
to go public with his po-
sition and try to influ-
ence public opinion on 
the matter. He stressed 
that this amounted to 

gross misconduct.
Addressing a press 

conference, Mr Dhakal 
said, “Social media is not 
the right forum for the 
officer to seek redressal. 
If he has any grievanc-
es, he should have gone 
through the DGP and the 
Chief Secretary. By spin-
ning his own narrative 
through social media, he 
has tried to gain public 
sympathy and political 
patronage.” 

He added that Mr Ak-
shay’s  actions were im-
mature and even prema-
ture at this moment. 

He added that the 
officer “appears to have 
acted in such an un-
disciplined manner in 
anticipation of action 
being taken against him 
because his suspension 
was done only on the 
night of 16 July in com-

pliance with order of 
the Supreme Court.” Mr 
Sachdeva had addressed 
a press conference a day 
later on 17 July.

“The officer being 
an ADGP and IPS should 
know that suspension is 
not punishment. A prop-
er departmental enquiry 
will follow and justice 
will be delivered. At pres-
ent, the enquiry has not 
even started and it is 
possible that he has com-
pelled the authorities to 
add one more charge to 
the enquiry – that of him 
violating the All India 
Services Conduct Rules 
by going on social me-
dia and speaking out of 
turn,” he said.

Similarly, Financial 
Advisor to the CM, CL Den-
zongpa, also a former bu-
reaucrat, also commented 
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Action against Akshay further proof 
of SKM’s “political terrorism”: SDF

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 18 Jul: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front party spokes-

person, MK Subba, to-
day reiterated that Sik-
kim Krantikari Morcha 
has unleashed “polit-
ical terrorism” in the 
State which needs to be 
stopped to ensure that 
the peace and tranquility 
established by the pre-
vious State Government 
was not squandered to 
petty, political victimiza-
tion and score-settling. 

He made this com-
ment in light of the recent 
suspension of Addition-
al DGP of Sikkim Police, 
Akshay Sachdeva, and 
the vicious smear cam-
paign which was mount-

ed against him in the lead 
up to the suspension.

“If top police offi-
cials in the State are not 
safe from such targeting 
then how safe can the 
general public feel in 
Sikkim,” he remarked.

He added that the sit-
uation needs to have de-
teriorated to a worrying 
level for a senior police 
officer to hold a press 
conference seeking pub-
lic support as Mr Sachde-
va has done.

“Morale is everything 
for the police and an en-
vironment in which a 
top level police officer is 
pressured and targeted, 
the force is bound to feel 
demoralised,” he said. 

He added that central 

intelligence agencies in 
the State should take se-
rious note of incidents in 
the State because these 
development were im-
periling peace and tran-
quility in Sikkim.

Similarly, Avinash 
Yakha, another SDF 
spokesperson, who was 
one of the victims of the 
police lathicharge in Feb 
2013 [ he was with SKM 
at the time], said: “I am a 
prime victim and live wit-
ness of the incident that 
took place on 11 February 
in 2013 at the SKM party 
office. If anyone attacks 
the CM, the police should 
definitely take action 
which is why I have no 
personal issues with the 
police on the matter.” 

Opposing “pro-people” budget 
an “anti-people” act, says SKM

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 18 Jul: 

Sikkim Krantikari 
Morcha spokes-

person, Jacob Khal-
ing, who is also the 
Political Secretary to 
the Chief Minister, to-
day said that the SKM 
government will pass 
a pro-people budget in 
the State Assembly after 
a gap of 25 years. 

This budget will be 
for every section of so-
ciety, however, the op-
position Sikkim Demo-
cratic Front is trying to play with 
the future of Sikkim by threaten-
ing to go to court if the budget is 
passed, said Mr Khaling.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here today, Mr Khaling stat-
ed that the SKM government is 
in majority and even the former 
CM and SDF president, Pawan 
Chamling has accepted this oth-
erwise SDF would have already 
proposed a no confidence motion 
in the Assembly. 

He said that SKM can place 
financial bills and budget in the 
Assembly, and the elected govern-

ment can pass the budget. To go 
against the passing of the budget is 
a totally anti-people act, he alleged.

“As this is completely a Janta 
Budget, the SDF party is con-
spiring to stop the placing and 
passing of the budget,” Mr Khal-
ing said. 

He mentioned that the bud-
get includes one year’s salary for 
One Family One Job employees, 
payment of 5th Pay Commission 
arrears of government employ-
ees in one go, White Papers on 
the mismanagement of funds and 
debts on the State under the SDF 
government and others. 

If the white paper is passed 
in the assembly then every per-
son will know about the mis-
management, scams, corruption 
and misdeeds of SDF govern-
ment, he said.

Mr Khaling suggested that 
SDF accept its defeat and start 
working for the people. 

“The present act of SDF shows 
that its politics is just for power 
and it has no concern for the peo-
ple and the State,” he alleged. 

He mentioned that the PIL by 
SDF in the Supreme Court re-
veals that SDF is totally against

turn to pg02
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~ SummitTimeS ~
Classifieds

UrGently reqUired: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

WANteD 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.
geNeRAl iNFoRMAtioN

This is for general information of all concerned 
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali 
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of 
six months for carrying out necessary repairs. 
All concerned tour operators and clients are 
requested to refrain from booking or deal with 
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency, 
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor

Hotel Parasol Residency,
 Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

BuilDiNg FoR SAle
A 5 storied building with 3 floor completed hav-
ing a land area of 30x70  at DABUWA, Melli road 
(2km from Namchi) is for sale. Rate reasonable. 
Interested party please contact: 6296370905, 
9733284142, 8597088755.

Four & half Storied building on SALE, behind Hotel 
Agarwal at Pani House, Gangtok, East Sikkim. In-
terested parties may also buy flats – 2 flats – 1650 
sq.ft , 1 Flat – 1186 sq.ft & 1 Flat on top (1 & half)- 
3000 sq.ft. Contact: -9434751150

MiSSinG:

Name   : Divya Sharma
Age   : 17 yrs.
D/O   : Chandra Prasad Sharma
Height   : 4’5’(approx)
Complexion  : Fair
Wearing apparel  : Blue colour jeans pant & Shirt, black & pink  
     colour Nike shoe.

Missing  since : 22.01.2019 from Lossing Machong, East Sikkim.
CID PS case FIR NO. 06/2019 date 08.07.2019 U/S 363/363/IPC. 1860 

at CID, Police HQ, Gangtok, East Sikkim. Contact No. 03592 202087(O) 
204297(F), Email: spcid@sikkimpolice.nic.in

that Mr Akshay had violated the All India Services 
Conduct Rules. 

SKM spokesperson and Political Secretary to the 
CM, Jacob Khaling, said, “We are not against Akshay 
Sachdeva and have been asking for the justice from 
the court. Akshay Sachdeva broke the law so we went 
to the Supreme Court. If he takes his suspension order 
as injustice then he can also approach the courts.” 

Akshay now...
FPAS vice-president, Bikash Jairu, informed that 

preparation for the event was progressing well and 
mentioned that the ceremony will also include felic-
itation of former footballers and individuals of the 
State for their contributions towards bringing football 
to this level.

FPAS general secretary, Nim Tshering Lepcha, add-
ed that FPAS has been providing green donor cards to 
former footballers of the State and a separate section 
in the stadium has been earmarked for them. 

He stated that expect a few galleries in the stadium 
reserved for guests, entry was free for all. He appealed 
to all to be the part of this historic event. 

FpAS promises...

will be tabling in the Budget session, Mr Subba said 
that taking out white paper is routine work of the gov-
ernment and more than 100 white papers were taken 
out during the SDF government.

He also criticized SKM for celebrating Student’s 
Rights Day and said that it was very unfortunate to con-
nect innocent students with violence for political benefit. 

Kranti should be in the DNA of the political party and 
leaders as it cannot be cut and paste, he said further add-
ing that SDF is the only party which took Kranti to the 
grassroot level due to which Pawan Chamling became 
the longest serving CM of the country.

SKM’s minority...

Mass cleanliness drive by Voice in Namchi
Namchi, 18 Jul: When everyone were busy celebrating Rankey Mela, the team of Voice, an NGO, cleaned the DC Office road and Namchi 
Bazzar area on Wednesday.

Input Assistance Distribution 
Management System launched

Gangtok, 18 Jul (iPr): 
Agriculture Minister Lok 
Nath Sharma officially 
launched Input Assis-
tance (Subsidy) Distribu-
tion Management System 
using Mobile Application 
under Mission Organic 
Value Chain Develop-
ment for North Eastern 
Region (MOVCD-NER) 
Scheme at the confer-
ence hall of Krishi Bha-
wan here today. The 
programme will initially 
be implemented in the 
North District.

The Minister con-
gratulated the technical 
team on behalf of the 
State Government and 
the Chief Minister for 
preparing a simplified 
mobile application to 
strengthen the input as-
sistance system. 

He stressed the need 
to ensure that benefits 
reach deserving bene-
ficiaries who are truly 
interested in generating 
better output and further 
instructed that the list 
of beneficiaries of North 
Sikkim be finalized with-
in a week.

Addressing the offi-
cials and representatives 
from Farmers Producer 
Organisations, the Min-
ister expressed keen 
interest to adopt the 
programme in the other 
three districts as well. 

He also shed light on 
the responsibilities of 
concerned officials for 
proper implementation 
of the programme in 
practice.

He instructed the 

department to develop 
technical mechanism to 
ensure maintenance of 
data of beneficiaries on 
the same day of the pro-
gramme which should be 
digitally accessible and 
transparent to the public.

Speaking in the con-
text of production, he 
expressed deep con-
cern over diminishing 
agricultural produc-
tion and said that the 
recorded data in offi-
cial file does not match 
with field reports in 
terms of production. He 
further urged officials 
to collect authenticat-
ed information on actu-
al quantity of production 
to avoid confusion in the 
public domain.

The Minister also as-
sured to address banking 
related constraints being 
faced by farmers through 
a high level meeting to be 
chaired by the Chief Min-
ister in the near future.

He informed that 168 
beneficiaries will be pro-
vided vermicompost and 
directed strict monitor-
ing in execution of work 
pertaining to it. 

The Minister also 
directed the officials to 
provide training to em-
ployees appointed under 
One Family One Job 
scheme and advised 
them to issue direc-
tives for proper utilisa-
tion of the manpower. 
He also suggested col-
lection of farm produce 
from site to minimise 
marketing challenges 
of the farmers.

In his concluding 
remarks, the Minister 
thanked the departmen-
tal employees for their 
cooperation and antic-
ipated continuous sup-
port with utmost sincer-
ity. 

Secretary, Food Secu-
rity & Agriculture Devel-
opment, Khorlo Bhutia, 
explained the entire ex-
ercise executed for the 
preparation of the new 
application to avoid mis-
use of funds. He urged of-
ficials to get acquainted 
with this digital platform 
and also clarified that 
beneficiaries have been 
selected by the depart-
ment and that FPO was 
the agency selected for 
distribution only.

Additional Director, 
Accounts, Horticulture 
and Cash Crops Devel-
opment Department, 
Mahendra Pradhan, ex-
plained the concept and 
technical aspects of Di-
rect Benefit Transfer. 

Representative from 
IndusInd Bank, Sadanan-
da Ojha, highlighted the 
various steps involved in 
execution of Direct Bene-
fit Transfer. 

The meeting also 
included an active in-
teractive session during 
which the Secretary, 
Horticulture and Cash 
Crops Development De-
partment, DK Bhandari, 
Chief Executive Officer 
Sikkim Organic Mission, 
Dr S Anbalagan, senior 
officials and the partici-
pants offered inputs and 
suggestions.

livelihood team of 
Mizoram SRlM in Sikkim 

on learning exposure visit
SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 18 Jul:

An SRLM team from 
Mizoram compris-

ing of two SRLM officials 
and 22 Agriculture CRP, 
Krishi Sakhis are in Sik-
kim on a 4-day exposure 
visit with the objective to 
learn various farm and 
nonfarm livelihood activ-
ities from SHGs here. 

Sikkim Rural Liveli-
hood Mission has facili-
tated the visit. 

The team went to 
Khamdong and Dung 
Dung villages in East Sik-
kim and interacted with 
farmers there. 

At Khamdong, the 
team visited a dairy farm 
where a farmer shared her 
story about dairy farming.  

A farmer from Dung Dung 
shared the innovations he 
introduced to his farm. 

The team also learned 
about cow urine collec-
tion, vermi-composting, 
vermiwash, tomato plan-
tation in greenhouse etc 
and was informed about 
organic pesticides.  

The team also visited 
Reghu and interact with 
Meena Kumari Gurung, 
member of Sunakhari 
SHG, who practices or-
ganic farming and man-
ages a home stay. 

The team also visited 
a floriculture farm run by 
an SHG member. 

The Sikkim SRLM or-
ganised an interactive 
session with its official 
for the visiting team.

Lack of 
streetlights 
renders 
Singtam 
walkway 
unwalkable
YogeN thAtAl
Singtam, 18 Jul:

The Panchayat of Shan-
ti Nagar, Chisopani 

GPU, Deepa Chettri, to-
day underlined problems 
being faced by residents 
owing to lack of adequate 
street lighting in the area.

“It’s not just men who 
return late from work. 
There are ladies too who 
work late and return after 
dark. The lack of street 
lights exposes them to 
avoidable hassles,” she 
stressed while speaking 
to SummitTimes.

“Since most of the 
people who return late 
from work are non-Sik-
kimese, they become easy 
targets because the lack 
of street lights embold-
ens antisocial elemets,” 
adds a member of Shanti 
Nagar Gaon Sudhar Sam-
ity, Shital Pradhan. 

The situation cre-
ated is worrisome to 
the extent that Shanti 
Nagar Gaon Sudhar Sam-
ity members have been 
patrolling the walkway 
stretch for a month now 
to guard against untow-
ard incidents. 

There have been in-
cidents of mobile phone 
and purse snatching in 
the area. 

“It is important to 
point out that there are 
electricity posts in the 
area but many of them are 
not functioning because 
of poor maintenance for 
the last two-three years 
despite requests and 
complains by the resi-
dents of Shanti Nagar to 
the Divisional Engineer 
of Power Department 
at Topa Khani,” adds Mr 
Pradhan. 

A growing concern at 
the Singtam walkway is 
also the spike  in the num-
ber of dog bite cases, the 
Panchayat adds.

The walkway is the 
only access leading to 
Sumin Lingchey School 
and village.

the mandate of the people. SKM fought the elections 
with PS Golay as the Chief Ministerial candidate and 
people voted for him, he said.

He further added that the majority government 
can appoint anyone as CM even if he or she is not 
elected.

opposing...

Chandrayaan-2 Moon 
mission launch rescheduled 

for July 22: ISRO 
Bengaluru, Jul 18 (Pti): 
India’s ambitious sec-
ond mission to the Moon 
Chandrayaan-2 will now 
lift off at 2.43 pm on July 
22, space agency ISRO 
said on Thursday, three 
days after the launch was 
aborted due to a tech-
nical snag in its GSLV-
Mk-III rocket. Chan-
drayaan-2, which will be 
launched on board the 
most powerful GSLV-Mk-
III rocket dubbed ‘Baa-
hubali, is ready “to take 
a billion dreams to the 
Moon”, the Indian Space 
Research Organisation 
said on Twitter.

On July 15, the launch 
was called off 56 minutes 
and 24 seconds before 
the scheduled blast off at 
1.55 am from the space-
port in Sriharikota fol-
lowing a technical prob-
lem in the rocket.

C h a n d r a y a a n - 2 
launch, which was called 
off due to a technical 
snag on July 15, 2019, is 
now rescheduled at 2:43 
pm IST on Monday, July 
22, 2019, ISRO tweeted 
on Thursday.

It thanked the public 
for their support, which 
it said “propels us (ISRO) 
forth, yet again”.

Reaching greater 
heights is part physics 
and part faith. Thank 
you for giving us more 
than enough of the latter! 
ISRO wrote in a tweet.

Chandrayaan 2 is 
ready to take a billion 
dreams to the Moon - 
now stronger than ever 
before! Join us for the 
launch on Monday - 22 

July, 2019 - at 2:43 PM 
IST, it added. The glitch 
had occurred when liq-
uid propellant was being 
loaded into the rocket’s 
indigenous cryogenic up-
per stage engine.

Several space scien-
tists had said the space 
agency must be appre-
ciated for calling off the 
launch of rather than 
hurrying into a major di-
saster.

Scientists at India’s 
space agency have been 
assessing the serious-
ness of the problem that 
temporarily halted the 
ambitious Rs 976 crore 
lunar mission.

ISRO had earlier 
scheduled the launch in 
the first week of January 
but shifted it to July 15.

The lift-off of the 
three-component space-
craft weighing 3,850 kg 
and comprising an or-
biter, the lander and the 
rover is scheduled from 
the Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre (SDSC) in Sri-
harikota, off the coast of 
Andhra Pradesh.

The satellite is sup-
posed to explore the un-
charted lunar south pole, 
11 years after ISRO’s 
successful first lunar 
mission Chandrayaan-1, 
which made more than 
3,400 orbits around the 
Moon and was operation-
al for 312 days till August 
29, 2009.

Chandrayaan-2 will 
take 54 days to accom-
plish the task of landing 
on the Moon through me-
ticulously planned orbit-
al phases, ISRO has said. 
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CapitalTIMES

r.O no. 94/ipr/pub/class./2019-20
dated: 17/07/2019

goVeRNMeNt oF SiKKiM
SOCiAl JUStiCe, eMPOWerMent And 

WelFARe DepARtMeNt
iNtegRAteD ChilD pRoteCtioN SCheMe

gANgtoK
No: 668/SJE&WD/ICPS/2019                                            Dated: 18/07/2019

NotiCe
Reference Employment Notice No. 449/SJE&WD/ICPS/2019 dated 14/2/2019, the 
following candidates have been selected for the posts indicated against their name(s) 
on contractual basis for the period of 03(three) years under the integrated Child Pro-
tection Scheme (CSS), Social Justice Empowerment and Welfare Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim.
Sl.No. name of Candidate(s) Name of post
1 Dipa Rai Data Analyst
2. Sonam Choden Sherpa Counsellor
3. Rabina Chettri Counsellor
4. Maha Deo Sharma Counsellor
5. Dependra Rai Counsellor
6. Roshan Subba Social Worker
7. Christina Rai House Mother
8. Laxmi Sharma House Mother
9. Priyanka Pradhan Data Entry Operator
10. Sikha Pradhan Data Entry Operator
11. Susanjeeta Tamang Data Entry Operator
12. Tshering Keepa Lachenpa Outreach Worker
13. Palmula Bhutia Outreach Worker
14. Saroj Rai Outreach Worker
15. Sunita Pradhan Outreach Worker
16. Suren Gurung Craft Instructor.

The candidates are directed to report to the Office of the undersigned within 15 days 
from the date of issue of this Notice. If they6 fail to report to the undersigned within 
15 days, their selection shall be cancelled and the offer of appointment will be given 
to the candidate in the panel list (in order of merit). The terms of the appointment 
shall be as per Employment Notice No. 449/SJE&WD/ICPS/2019 dated 14/2/2019.

Sd/-
Additional Secretary-cum-Director, ICPS

Social Justice Empowerment & Welfare Department
Government of Sikkim r.O. no. 96/iPr/Pub/Classi./19-20 

date: 18.7.2019

Sikkim’s Karma Bhutia delivers keynote address 
at Singapore’s SeamlessAsia conference

SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok, 18 Jul:

Sikkimese entrepre-
neur, Karma Bhutia, 

the founder of Gang-
tok-based DEmi Solu-
tions, Niko, MeGoYo, 
and iShippo, delivered 
the keynote address at 
SeamlessAsia which is 
considered one of Asia’s 
more prestigious tech-
nology conferences held 
annually in Singapore.

Mr Bhutia is also a 
Mentor at FasterCapital 
and SMUTBI. 

He spoke about the 
application of Data Sci-
ence, Machine Learning 
and Artificial Intelligence 
to further the evolution 
of trans-border trade, 
retail, payments, logis-
tics and commerce. The 
SeamlessAsia conference 
was held from 24 to 27 
June 2019 at Suntec City 
Singapore.

SeamlessAsia is Asia’s 
largest and longest run-
ning conferences focused 
on the converging worlds 
of commerce, retail, lo-
gistics and payments 

that brings together 
leading minds, entrepre-
neurs and innovators. 
This year, it had over 
6,000 participants, 200 
speakers and 150 spon-
sors and exhibitors from 
across 40 countries.

“I’ve been speaking 
at this conference for 
the past many years 
but this time it was 
personally a difficult 

experience as I had to 
travel to the confer-
ence at a time when my 
uncle had expired and I 
couldn’t attend his fu-
neral. However, in my 
heart I know he would 
have wanted me to con-
tinue carrying the bea-
con forward as he was 
one of the brightest 
entrepreneurs Sikkim 
has produced. In a way 

it was a  homage to his 
entrepreneurial creed.

This year I’ve seen 
the rate of innovation 
in Artificial Intelligence, 
Digital Currency, Block-
chain & Robotics have 
increased exponentially. 
The data-driven econo-
my is changing rapidly 
and we all have a con-
scious choice to make - 
either we participate in 
building the new econo-
my around data science 
or we will be left in the 
lurch economically, po-
litically and socially,” said 
Mr Bhutia.

Later, on 06 July, Mr 
Bhutia delivered a key-
note address on Artificial 
Intelligence & Cross Bor-
der Trade at the Startup 
Summit Nepal 2019 in 
Kathmandu.

Startup Summit Ne-
pal was organized by the 
BTV Nepal and held 
at Akama Hotel Kath-
mandu. The event had 
over 1000 partici-
pants, 45 startups and 
speakers from Nepal, 
Thailand & India.

poet Cop scoffs at Akshay’s 
appeal for support

ShRAVAN ChettRi
Gangtok, 18 Jul:

Gopal Pathak, termi-
nated from service 

six years back, came out 
strongly against ADGP 
Akshay Sachdeva today, 
accusing him of hold-
ing a vindictive streak 
and leveraging his po-
sition and influence to 
engineer his removal 
from service after having 
served for 16 years as a 
constable. His apparent 
crime – writing poetry 
which did not sit well 

with Mr Sachdeva.
Mr Pathak, a resident 

of Rhenock, accused Mr 
Sachdeva of carrying 
out politically motivated  
victimization by picking 
on him in early 2013 
and charging him with 
breaking police service 
rules, dabbling in politi-
cal and civil movements, 
charges which eventual-
ly led to his termination 
from service.

He insists that the 
charges were false and 
claims that his writings 

were misinterpreted and 
misrepresented to serve 
Mr Sachdeva’s plans.

He said that he was 
convinced to come out 
with his story in the wake 
of Mr Sachdeva’s appeal  
seeking public support 
for the situation he finds 
himself in now.

“Mr Sachdeva is fac-
ing the consequences of 
his actions now. Asking 
for the sympathy of the 
people is totally unac-
ceptable and ironic,” Mr 
Pathak said.

SKM threatening panchayats to switch parties, alleges SDF
SuMMit RepoRt
Gangtok 18 Jul: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front spokesperson, 

Avinash Yakha today al-
leged that Sikkim Kran-
tikari Morcha workers 
have been terrorizing 
and threatening Pancha-
yats in the State to join 
SKM or lose their posts.

He asked SKM not to 
interfere in the Pancha-
yati Raj system by mis-
leading Panchayats.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 

he stated that if Pancha-
yats switch parties then 
the will lose their posts 
as per the law. He also 
urged Panchayats not 
to get worried and to 
continue working for 
the people.

He also said that 
pre-election, SKM had 
announced that the as-
sembly session will be 
telecast live if the party 
came to power but has 
now gone back on its 
promise and instead giv-
en directions that elec-

tronic gadgets having 
cameras would not be 
allowed in the assembly 
session. 

“We strongly criticize 
and condemn such in-
terference of press free-
dom,” he expressed.

Mr Yakha stated that 
shutting down of 25 
schools is a big loss for 
the State and students of 
Sikkim. While condemn-
ing the decision, he add-
ed that it is time for stu-
dents to come out on the 
road to demand justice.

Soreng cops 
win Summer 
Cup at Chota 
Samdong
SuMMit RepoRt
Soreng, 18 Jul:

Sikkim Police, Soreng, 
emerged champi-

ons after an emphatic 
win against Rai Gaon, 
Chakung, 2–1. This 17-
day long Season Summer 
Football Tournament at 
Chota Samdong School 
playground concluded 
on 17 July with great fan-
fare and public entertain-
ment. The tournament 
was organized by Young 
Boys Chota Samdong.

The final match had 
the area MLA, Aditya Go-
lay, present as the chief 
guest accompanied by 
former Deputy CM, PT 
Lucksom, Assistant Di-
rector Sports & Youth 
affairs, PI, CLC President, 
members of the Organiz-
ing Committee.

The MLA informed 
the people of Chota Sam-
dong that since the SKM 
Government was formed, 
he has focused on con-
nectivity for the area 
from roads to mobile 
phone networks and was 
working on a feasible In-
frastructure plan for the 
Chota Samdong govern-
ment Senior Secondary 
School.

Sagar Rai of Rai Gaon 
was adjudged man of 
the tournament while 
Pem Tshering Sherpa 
emerged the highest 
goal-scorer.

West Sikkim gears up 
for I-Day celebrations

Gyalshing, 18 Jul 
(iPr): The first prepara-
tory meeting regarding 
celebration of District 
Level Independence Day, 
2019, was conducted by 
the District Administra-
tive Centre, Rabdentse 
at the Conference hall of 
Zilla Bhawan, Kyongsha, 
West Skkim today.

The meeting was pre-
sided over by DM (W), 
Karma R Bonpo and SP 
(W), Tenzing L Lepcha 
accompanied by ADM 
(W), Karma L Lepcha, 
SDM (HQ), Tushar G 
Nikhare, SDM (Gey), Gil-
bert Lepcha along with 
the heads of various line 
departments.

The meeting re-
viewed the formation 
of Independence Day 
Celebration Committee 

(IDCC), work distribu-
tion of respective depart-
ments, fund raising com-
mittee, football organis-
ing committee and other 
management teams etc.

Speaking on the 
meeting, the DM said that 
all departmental heads 
and employees should 
work collectively and 
carry out their entrusted 
duties and responsibili-
ties in this regard.

Highlights of the In-
dependence Day here 
will be the Parade dis-
play, Band Display, Open 
Men’s Football tourna-
ment and a cultural ex-
travaganza.

Further, DM directed 
the Gyalshing MEO to or-
ganize a cleanliness drive 
along areas surrounding 
Gyalshing.

First indian cargo ship from Bhutan 
arrives in Bangladesh via india

dhaka, Jul 18 (Pti): 
For the first time, an Indian 
cargo ship carrying 1,000 
tonnes of stone aggregates 
from Bhutan has arrived in 
Bangladesh through India 
via the Brahmaputra river, 
significantly reducing trav-
el time and transportation 
cost. An inaugural cere-
mony held at Narayanganj 
city near here on Thursday, 
Indian High Commissioner 
to Bangladesh Riva Ganguly 
Das, Ambassador of Bhu-
tan to Bangladesh Sonam 
T Rabgye and Vice Chair-
man of Bashundhara Group 
Safwan Sobhan received 
the first-ever consignment 
through the Indo-Bangla-
desh Protocol Route, the In-
dian High Commission here 
said in a statement.

The ship, MV AAI of 
the Inland Waterways Au-
thority of India (IWAI), 
was digitally flagged off by 
Indian Minister of State for 
Shipping Mansukh Man-
daviya on July 12. The ship 
then sailed from Dhubri 
in Assam and travelled to 
Narayanganj in Bangladesh, 
over the river Brahmapu-
tra, the statement said.

Dhubri was declared 
a port of call in October 
2018. This is the first 

time an Indian water-
way is being used as a 
channel for transport of 
cargo between the two 
countries, using India for 
transit, it said.

The stone aggregates 
were transported by trucks 
from Phuentsholing in Bhu-
tan which is 160 kilometres 
from IWAI’s Dhubri jetty in 
Assam. Bhutan was export-
ing significant quantities of 
stone aggregates to Bangla-
desh through the land route. 
Mandaviya said the devel-
opment is a historic one and 
takes forward Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s vision 
to promote cargo transpor-
tation through inland wa-
terways.

He said the move will 
benefit India, Bhutan 
and Bangladesh and will 
strengthen relations be-
tween the neighbouring 
countries.

Transport of cargo 
through this route will 
cut short travel time by 
8 to 10 days, and reduce 
transportation cost by 30 
per cent, bringing down 
logistics costs, Mandavi-
ya said, adding that it will 
also be a more environ-
ment friendly mode of 
transport. 
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Come Together. Any Time 
Now

Supporting local teams can lead to 
bigger things

Independence Day celebrations in Sikkim are 
synonymous not only with patriotism but also 

football fervor. Every venue hosting an I-Day event 
invariably includes a football tournament. The 
weather is perfect for the beautiful game, there 
are no major festivals to keep people distracted 
and work on the fields is relatively mild to allow 
for a lot of free time. Soccer has hence grown into 
an integral part of I-Day celebrations in Sikkim 
and also in the neighbouring Hills. 

Over the past decade or so however, atten-
dance had been dropping at these events. This dis-
interest has been especially noticeable in urban 
areas which offer too many other engagements to 
keep one busy. It is not quite the same outside the 
towns where I-Day football tournaments continue 
to be major events and draw handsome crowds. 
That said, there has been a slight uptick  in atten-
dance over the last couple of years. One cannot 
pinpoint what changed over the last two seasons 
– maybe people tired of satellite TV and its hundreds 
of channels with nothing on, or maybe the sponsors 
started stitching together more exciting teams, but 
the crowds have begun returning to the grounds 
and stadiums. It must have been two years ago that 
attendance and excitement levels hit a new high 
for I-Day matches, especially in Gangtok, with local 
teams drawing passionate support. 

Football has always had passionate fans, but 
Sikkim had lost this, and to find it resuscitated is 
a heartwarming sign. A welcome sign not just be-
cause football needs more fans, but because Sik-
kim could use some spontaneous collaborations. 
The camaraderie with which the young turned 
up to cheer for Aakraman and USFC cannot be 
dismissed as inconsequential just because it was 
limited to a sliver of the Sikkimese society. Finding 
the young unanimously excited about something 
is always exciting, particularly when it is in a Sik-
kim where spontaneity is in precariously low sup-
ply and infectious bonding almost nonexistent. 

But why is it good, even necessary, for the Sikkimese 
to get together more spontaneously for celebrations 
and not just unite in complaints and resentment?

Several case studies and felt experiences in di-
verse communities and cultures have established 
beyond doubt that one of the main reasons for 
“backwardness” is the failure of communities to 
work together. Writing in 1958, political scientist 
and influential thinker, Edward Banfield, in his 
seminal work, “The Moral Basis of a Backward 
Society”, concluded that the real reasons behind 
underdevelopment in a village he was studying in 
Italy “is to be explained largely by the inability of 
villagers to act together for their common good.” 
Another village, governed by the same laws, living 
on similar land, but peopled by a community with 
a different, more developed sense of belonging, was 
doing noticeably better in all indices – per capita 
incomes, low crime, more accountable leaders, better 
looked after children etc. This was credited to the civic 
traditions that the “better” community had nurtured. 
There must have been more factors also, but research-
ers have recorded that this community was more likely 
to get involved in neighbourhood activities – singing 
groups, football clubs, cooperatives and networks of 
small entrepreneurs, while in the other village, the peo-
ple did not engage with any cohesion at the community 
level. This was an even shorter than precise-writing in-
troduction to the concept expounded by Banfield, but 
will have to do for now. 

Now, measure Sikkim against this theory and 
the worries become apparent. Accept it, the Sik-
kimese rarely form excited impromptu clubs or 
groups. There have been instances when big so-
cial groups have come together, but those have 
been more about following a leader into a group 
and were not an equal-footing coming together. 
There are many NGOs and clubs, but most are ei-
ther family affairs or a collection of friends. Com-
munity participation has to involve a wider circle. 
That does not happen enough in Sikkim. That is 
why, when one saw youngsters come together in 
support for a local club without any external prod-
ding, but because they unanimously felt like it, one 
gets excited about a possible new direction that 
community participation could take. 

uS house condemns Donald trump’s racist 
tweets – why his language is so dangerous

IMF says it cares about inequality. But will it change its ways?

NAtAShA liNDStAeDt
theconversation.com

President Donald Trump has been denounced by 
the US House of Representatives for tweets at-

tacking four Democratic Congresswomen of colour 
calling on them to “go back and help fix the totally 
broken and crime infested places from which they 
came”. The resolution, which passed by 240 to 187 
votes on July 16, condemned the “racist comments 
that have legitimised fear and hatred of New Amer-
icans and people of colour”.

In response to Trump’s threat, the four Democrat-
ic Congresswomen, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Ilhan 
Omar, Ayanna Pressley and Rashida Tlaib, who have 
come to be known as “the squad”, made clear that 
they would not be marginalised or silenced.

Trump responded to the House vote, by tweet-
ing: “I don’t have a racist bone in my 
body.” But the House clearly felt oth-
erwise.

The vote was historic, and con-
stitutes the first time the House has 
voted to rebuke a president in more 
than 100 years. Mindful of the mes-
sage that Trump’s statements send 
to American citizens and the global 
community, House representatives 
made clear that the US has no room 
for “racism, sexism, antisemitism, xe-
nophobia and hate”.

Since his election, Trump has 
tapped into the latent and overtly 
racist feelings of some of his sup-
porters, and legitimised their bigot-
ry. Fringe groups such as neo-Nazis, 
white supremacists, and skinheads 
marked Trump’s victory in 2016 with 
a Nazi salute. No longer on the fringe, 
these groups saw Trump’s election as 
their coming out party.

Instead of unequivocally condemn-
ing these groups, he has pandered to 
them, leading to dangerous conse-
quences. A recent study reported that 
every extremist murder in the US in 
2018 had links to far-right ideology, 
making it one of the deadliest years in recent history.

While Trump sees no link between his be-
haviour and the rise of right-wing white national-
ism, Democrats disagree. US Speaker of the House, 
Nancy Pelosi recently asserted that what Trump 
means by “making American great again” is to 
“make America white again”. Trump hit back by 
claiming that Pelosi was the racist.
DRIVING DIVISION

During the presidential campaign and during 
his time in office, Trump has thrived on making 
racist and xenophobic attacks against a diverse 
set of people, from Latinos to Muslims. But he 
has a longer history of racist discrimination 
against African Americans.

In 1973, he was sued by the Nixon administra-
tion, accused of violating the Fair Housing Act after 
officials alleged his real estate company was re-
fusing to rent out properties to black tenants. The 
case was settled in 1975. In 1992, he had to pay a 
fine for removing black and female dealers of the 
tables in the Trump Plaza and Hotel Casino, when 
big rollers requested it. Trump also played an im-
portant role in spreading the “birther movement”, 
which accused president Barack Obama of not be-
ing born in the US.

Though the US has always been one of the more 
diverse countries in the world, whites have always 
been the majority. This will change by 2045, when 
whites are projected to comprise 49.7% of the pop-
ulation compared to 24.6% for Hispanics, 13.1% 
for blacks, 7.9% for Asians, and 3.8% for multira-
cial populations. These changes have driven fears 

by a subset of the white population that they will 
feel like foreigners in their own country.

According to a 2018 Pew Research Center sur-
vey, most Americans think that growing up in a 
racially and ethnically diverse US is a good thing, 
but this is divided along partisan lines. While 70% 
of Democrats believe that diversity makes the US 
a better place, only 47% of Republicans do. This 
means that Trump’s strategy of attacking immigra-
tion and diversity resonates with his supporters.

Studies show that people who exhibit high 
levels of racial animosity are more likely to sup-
port Trump. Other studies show that the way 
voters feel about sexism and the importance of 
tackling it also affected their probability of vot-

ing for Trump, much more so than how they felt 
about the economy.
tRuMp’S CoMFoRt ZoNe

But the focus on the politics of race, ethnicity 
and religion distracts voters from Trump’s actual 
political policies, something he has had difficulty 
defending. In responding to Trump’s tweets, all 
four Democratic Congresswomen tried to bring 
the focus back to issues that they believe their 
supporters care about such as health care, gun vio-
lence and, in particular, detentions of migrants on 
the US border with Mexico.

Trump’s comfort zone is making personal at-
tacks and engaging in identity politics, but he has 
frequently defended himself – arguing that because 
he has friends that are African American, Hispanic, 
Jewish or Muslim he is not a bigot or a racist.

As Trump sees it, he is just being politically 

incorrect. But such political incorrectness has be-
come a signifier for covert or overt racist senti-
ments – and studies show it has led to an increase 
in racially charged violence and discrimination.

Trump’s racist tweets also have global ramifi-
cations. Violating human rights and dehumanising 
and degrading minority groups have become more 
acceptable in the US of 2019. In response to the 
controversy surrounding Trump’s tweets, world 
leaders have been silent and hesitant to criticise. 
But the House’s condemnation may be a turning 
point for how much bigotry the world is willing to 
tolerate from its leaders.

[the writer is Professor, Department 
of Government, University of Essex]

tiMoN FoRSteR, BeRNhARD 
ReiNSBeRg & thoMAS StuBBS
theconversation.com

The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has become increasingly in-

fatuated by the negative consequences 
of excessive inequality. This new-found 
mission is laudable, but neglects the 
manifold ways its own policy advice con-
tributed to growing income inequality.

As lender of last resort, the IMF 
provides countries in economic 
turmoil with financial support. In 
return, borrowing countries must 
often commit to far-reaching policy 
reforms. While some view this so-
called ‘conditionality’ as a necessary 
instrument to address the root caus-
es of economic crisis, others point to 
its adverse social implications.

We examined how policy reforms 
prescribed in IMF lending programmes 
affected income inequality for develop-
ing countries between 1980 and 2014. 
We found increases in income inequal-
ity by on average 6.5% a year once the 
programme commenced. These effects 
persisted for three years.

Our measure of income inequality 
was the Gini coefficient. A score of 0 
means income is equal for everyone 
in the country; 1 indicates one person 
earns all the income. For example, the 
US had an income Gini of 0.379 in 2014. 
During the period we studied, the Gini 
coefficient for developing countries 
with IMF programmes ranged from 
0.228 (Belarus, in 1996) to 0.571 (Pap-
ua New Guinea in 1996).

Our research advances our un-
derstanding of the causes of income 
inequality, one of the most pressing 
issues of our time. In particular, we 
highlight an important yet insuffi-
ciently understood international-lev-
el determinant of inequality in the 
developing world: structural adjust-

ment programmes by the IMF.
the iMpACt oF iMF pRogRAMMeS

In our work, we detail how IMF lend-
ing arrangements affect the income dis-
tribution in borrowing countries.

First, the IMF set expenditure 
reduction targets for borrowing 
countries. These so-called austeri-
ty measures were meant to balance 
the budget. But cuts in government 

spending can widen income inequal-
ities because low-income households 
often depend on government transfers. 
For example, a lending programme 
with Togo mandated such reforms 
between 2008 and 2011. Over this pe-
riod, income inequality rose by 3.7% 
(from 0.379 in 2007 to 0.393 in 2012).

Second, the IMF repeatedly mandat-
ed the removal of restrictions to trade 
and financial flows. Policies promoting 
international economic openness can 
increase demand for skilled labour in 
developing countries. But low-skilled 
labour typically loses out, and income 
inequality increases. Financial develop-
ment and capital account liberalisation 
also favours individuals with access to 
financial capital and services.

In developing countries, these 
tend to be people with high incomes. 
For instance, Sri Lanka had to estab-
lish a flexible exchange rate regime 
to qualify for financial assistance in 
2001 (which lasted until 2005). Under 
the tutelage of the IMF, the Gini coeffi-
cient of disposable income increased 
by 5.6% between 2000 and 2006.

Third, the IMF typically called for 

reforms on monetary policy, initiat-
ed the privatisation of financial insti-
tutions, and specified targets for the 
inflation rate. These measures can 
increase investor confidence, the ben-
efits of which are mostly felt by indi-
viduals with high incomes. For exam-
ple, in 1982, a lending arrangement 
with Guatemala included restrictions 
on the growth of bank lending to the 
private sector, domestic credit, and 
credit to the public sector. One year af-
ter the programme ended, in 1985, the 
income Gini was 0.482. This was 0.8% 
higher than when Guatemala negotiat-
ed lending terms with the IMF in 1981.

Finally, IMF targets limiting the 
provision of new external debt can 
force governments to reduce social 

spending since they are unable to fund 
it. These lower the income share of 
poor populations who depend dispro-
portionately on government transfers. 
For instance, IMF-designed reforms for 
Indonesia in 1998 included criteria to 
limit external debt. In 2004, after the 
programme terminated, income in-
equality had increased by 1.6% .

These findings show that the poli-
cy reforms prescribed in lending pro-
grammes affect income inequality in 
multiple ways. Indeed, the Fund ap-
pears to have heard the criticism of its 
policy prescriptions and now devotes 
considerable attention to inequalities.

But an Oxfam report evaluated 
IMF pilot projects that were sup-
posed to incorporate inequality anal-
yses and failed to find evidence of 
policies promoting lower inequality.

MORE WORK TO BE DONE
At their most recent annual 

Spring meeting in April, the IMF and 
World Bank hosted a seminar ‘In-
come Inequality Matters’, discussing 
ways to achieve inclusive growth.

If the IMF is serious about reducing 
inequality, then it needs to carefully con-
sider the types of conditions included 
in lending programmes. The 2030 Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDGs), to 
which the Bretton Woods institutions 
remain committed, offer a window of 
opportunity to address what is one of the 
most pressing issues of the day.

With just over a decade left to 
achieve the SDGs, it’s high time the 
IMF put words into practice regard-
ing tackling inequality to right its 
wrongs of the past.

[Timon Forster is Doctoral 
candidate in International Relations, 

Freie Universität Berlin; Bernhard 
Reinsberg is Lecturer in International 

Relations, University of Glasgow; Thomas 
Stubbs is Lecturer in International 

Relations, Royal Holloway]
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Amit Shah to meet guvs, CMs of 
northeastern states on Aug 3-4

new delhi, Jul 18 (Pti): 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah will meet 
governors and chief 
ministers of the eight 
northeastern states for 
two days next month to 
review and discuss with 
them security situation 
and development issues, 
officials said Thursday.

Shah will meet the 
chief ministers and gov-
ernors of the region at a 
plenary meeting of the 
North Eastern Council 
(NEC) in Guwahati on 
August 3 and 4.

He will review the 
progress of various devel-
opment issues at the NEC 
meeting, a government of-
ficial said. Shah is expected 
to have a separate meeting 
to take stock of the securi-
ty situation in the north-
eastern region. Governors 
and chief ministers of the 
eight northeastern states 
are members of the NEC, 
the apex advisory body 
for securing balanced 
and coordinated devel-
opment, and for facili-
tating effective coordina-
tion among them.

The NEC was restruc-
tured in July, 2018 with 

the nomination of the 
Home Minister as the 
NEC chairman and the 
Minister for Develop-
ment of North Eastern 
Region (DoNER) as the 
vice-chairman.

The NEC was estab-
lished by North Eastern 
Council Act, 1971, ini-
tially as an apex-level ad-
visory body for securing 

balanced and coordinat-
ed development and fa-
cilitating effective co-or-
dination amongst seven 
states of northeastern 
region -- Assam, Megha-
laya, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Nagaland, Manipur, 
Mizoram and Tripura.

Subsequent to the 
amendment of NEC Act 
in December, 2002, Sik-

kim was added as the 
eighth member state, and 
the NEC was mandated 
to function as a statutory 
regional planning body 
for the region.

Since its inception, 
the NEC has focused on 
improving connectivity 
of the region which has 
been a major bottleneck 
for all developmental ac-

tivities. In its endeavour, 
the council has contrib-
uted immensely towards 
the improvement of the 
inter-state connectivity 
in the region.

A total of 10,911 km 
roads have been con-
structed with the NEC 
funding and handed 
over to the states for 
maintenance.

Assault of scribe by police 
raised in Odisha House

Bhubaneswar, Jul 18 
(Pti): Odisha Assembly 
witnessed several ad-
journments Thursday 
over the alleged assault 
of a journalist by Kend-
rapara superintendent of 
police during Chief Min-
ister Naveen Patnaik’s 
visit to the district.

Kendrapara police su-
perintendent Niti Sekhar 
had allegedly attempted 
to slap a journalist of a 
news channel who had 
gone to cover the visit of 
Patnaik in the district on 
Wednesday to campaign 
for the Patkura assembly 
election, which has be-
come a prestige issue for 
the ruling BJD.

The incident came to 
the fore after a purport-
ed video showing the SP 
pulling the collar of the 
scribe’s shirt with one 
hand and raising anoth-
er hand to slap him at 
Barimula helipad, went 
viral in the social media.

The issue was raised 
in the house by the Lead-
er of the Opposition 
Pradipta Kumar Naik 
who demanded action 
against the Kendrapa-
ra SP. Terming the SP’s 
behaviour as “unfortu-
nate”, he said this is not 
the sole incident of its 
kind in the state.

“Members of the 
fourth pillar of democra-

cy should not be treated 
in this manner. Journal-
ists are facing similar sit-
uations in different parts 
of the state,” he said.

“We want to know 
what action the govern-
ment has taken against 
the erring SP,” Naik said 
adding officers who do 
not know how to behave 
in public should not be 
given the responsibility 
of working at big func-
tions. Coming down 
heavily on the BJD gov-
ernment, BJP deputy 
leader in the House, B C 
Sethi said the scribe was 
heckled in the presence 
of two former ministers 
and the regional party’s 
leaders just a day after 
the chief minister assured 
the Assembly that the gov-
ernment was “fully com-
mitted” to protect life and 
property of all citizens 
and ensure maintenance 
of law and order.

Only Maharashtra 
has enacted a Journalist 
Protection Act, Sethi said 
and demanded strong 
action against the Kend-
rapara SP.

He also demanded a 
ruling from the Speaker S 
N Patro on the matter.

Congress member 
Taraprasad Bahinipa-
ti demanded arrest 
and suspension of Niti 
Sekhar and dubbed the 

governance in Odisha as 
“Naveen tantra or police 
tantra but not gana tan-
tra (democracy).”

Such incidents were 
not seen even during 
British rule, he said.

The Congress and the 
BJP members also de-
manded a ruling from the 
speaker on the incident.

To this Patro said, 
“The Kendrapara SP has 
already expressed his re-
gret (over the incident)” 
which led to both BJP 
and Congress members 
expressing their unhap-
piness over the response.

They rushed to the 
well of the House shout-
ing logans against the 
BJD government and de-
manding immediate ac-
tion against the SP.

Congress members 
were seen attempting 
to climb the Speaker’s 
podium, while the BJP 
MLAs led by Sethi staged 
a sit-in in the well of the 
House demanding a rul-
ing from the Speaker.

This led to the House 
being adjourned for 
brief spells at least seven 
times.

As the opposition 
members remained 
adamant on their de-
mands and continued 
to create ruckus, Patro 
finally adjourned the 
House till 3 pm.

BJP councillors of Bongaon Municipality 
move Calcutta HC for chairman’s removal
Kolkata, Jul 18 (Pti): 
A section of BJP council-
lors of the Bongaon Mu-
nicipality in West Bengal 
approached the Calcutta 
High Court on Thursday 
seeking to move a peti-
tion for removal of the 
civic body’s chairman.

The court granted 
them leave and directed 
that the matter will be 
heard on Friday.

Debjani Dagupta, the 
counsel for the council-
lors, said a petition pray-
ing for an order of the 
municipality chairman’s 
removal has been filed in 
the registry.

Claiming that most 
of the councillors in the 
22-member Bongaon 
Municipality passed a 
resolution expressing 
no-confidence in its 
chairman Shankar Ad-
dhya, the petitioners 
also sought an order of 
injunction on his func-
tioning as the head of 
the body till disposal of 
the petition.

Dasgupta said that 
the high court had ear-

lier given them liberty 
to move a no-confidence 
motion against the chair-
man as per statutory pro-
visions of West Bengal 
Municipalities Procedure 
and Conduct Rules, 1995.

Eleven BJP council-
lors gave representation 
to the sub-divisional of-
ficer of Bongaon and dis-
trict magistrate of North 
24 Parganas stating that 
they were going to hold a 
meeting of no-confidence 
as per the direction of the 
high court on July 16.

They were, however, 
prevented from entering 
the municipality office 
premises by the police 
and people owing alle-
giance to Trinamool Con-
gress on the appointed 
date, Dasgupta said.

“Later in the day they 
were able to hold the 
meeting and voted in fa-
vour of a no-confidence 
motion against the TMC 
chairman by a majority of 
11 to 10 votes,” she said.

The councillors 
claimed that despite hav-
ing lost the confidence 

vote, the chairman was 
illegally holding the post 
and the BJP-affiliated 
councillors were being 
prevented from entering 
the civic body office.

The petitioners 
prayed for an order di-
recting adoption of the 
resolution to remove Ad-
dhya as chairman or for 
holding the motion anew.

In the plea, the BJP 
councillors also prayed 
for an interim injunc-
tion that Addhya cannot 
function as chairman till 
disposal of the matter be-
fore the high court.

Bongaon, a town 
along the Indo-Bangla-
desh border in North 24 
Parganas district, wit-
nessed violent scenes 
on Tuesday with the 
TMC and BJP supporters 
clashing with each other 
in front of the municipal-
ity office.

Both the parties 
claimed to have won the 
trust vote. The adminis-
tration has, however, not 
yet declared the results 
of the vote.

Five Budddha statues vandalised in Nepal

Kathmandu, Jul 18 (Pti): 
Five Buddha statues 
have been vandalised by 
unknown people near 
Lumbini, the birth place 
of Lord Buddha in south-
west Nepal, police said.

The incident oc-
curred on Wednesday in 
Tilottama Municipality of 
Rupandehi district near 
Lumbini, 265 km from 
Kathmandu.

Some unknown 
people vandalised the 
statues along the road 
section adjoining Naya 

Mill near Shankar 
Chok, the police said.

The statues in sitting 
posture were construct-
ed with cement, lime-
stone and sand. Each of 
the statues weighed over 
120 kg, they added.

The act of destruc-
tion was an attempt to 
damage the social and 
religious harmony in 
the area, according to 
local residents.

Meanwhile, Ne-
pali Congress leader 
Balkrishna Khand has 

demanded strong action 
against them.

According to the 
mayor of the municipal-
ity, Bashudev Ghimire, 
authorities are probing 
the incident.

Earlier, Tilottama 
Municipality had placed 
22 Buddha statues along 
the road section.

Lumbini is the Bud-
dha’s birthplace, one of 
the world’s most import-
ant spiritual sites and at-
tracts Buddhist pilgrims 
from around the world.

Flood situation improves in tripura

Agartala, Jul 17 (Pti): 
The flood situation in 
Tripura showed signs of 
improvement, with the 
water level of Khowai 
and Haora rivers re-
ceding, officials said on 
Wednesday.

Most of the people 
who had taken shelter 
in relief camps have 
started returning home, 
they said.

Sarat Das, the project 
officer in the state di-
saster management de-
partment, told reporters 
that 68 relief camps were 
opened in two flood-af-

fected districts Khowai 
and West Tripura. But 
now only 23 camps are 
operational as more than 
8,000 people have re-
turned home.

The water level in the 
two major rivers Khowai 
and Haora receded be-
low the danger mark.

“Khowai and West 
Tripura were affected 
by flood and more than 
17,000 people had taken 
shelter in government 
relief camps. But with 
the water level reced-
ing in major rivers, the 
people have started re-

turning home from today 
(Wednesday),” Das said.

The Sub-divisional 
Magistrate (SDM) of Sa-
dar in West Tripura dis-
trict, Ashim Saha, said 
most of the relief camps 
in and around Agarta-
la are in the process 
of shut down with the 
improvement in the 
flood situation. “By to-
morrow (Thursday) re-
lief camps which were 
set up in Agartala city 
would be closed down. 
Almost all the inmates 
have left for their 
home,” the SDM said.

Manipur govt to check 
illegal poppy cultivation: CM
imphal, Jul 18 (Pti): 
The Manipur govern-
ment is planning to order 
a crackdown on illegal 
poppy cultivation in the 
state, while also weigh-
ing the option of growing 
marijuana at select plac-
es for medicinal purpos-
es, Chief Minister N Biren 
Singh said Thursday.

Singh, while speak-
ing at the inauguration 
of Horticulture and Soil 
Conservation office here, 
said the government 
along with horticulture 
department are “minute-
ly discussing” the mat-
ter and exploring ways 
“to provide livelihood to 
those engaged with plan-
tation of poppy plants”.

The poppy cultivators 
could be motivated to 
grow horticulture crops, 
he suggested.

Noting that “plan-
tation of marijuana for 
medical purposes has 
been legalized in some 
countries”, the chief 
minister cautioned that 
illegal poppy plantation, 
if not checked, will lead 
to “serious problems in 
near future”.

Singh has recently 
honoured a team of po-
lice officers that bust-
ed a heroin and brown 
sugar manufacturing 
unit and seized illegal 
drugs worth over Rs 
100 crore in the inter-
national market.

Ponzi scam: ED attaches 
Rs 200-cr assets of 
Kolkata-based firm

new delhi, Jul 18 (Pti): 
The ED Thursday said it 
has attached assets worth 
Rs 200 crore of a Kolk-
ata-based company under 
the anti-money launder-
ing law for allegedly per-
petrating a multi-crore 
ponzi scam that duped 
investors in various states.

The federal agen-
cy said it has attached 
a total of 103 immov-
able properties like land 
plots, flats, factories, ho-
tels, an amusement park, 
a tea estate, shops and 
Rs 1.77 crore in 15 bank 
accounts registered in 
the name of 16 different 
firms of the Basil Inter-
national Limited (BIL).

These assets are lo-
cated in Assam, West Ben-
gal, Odisha, Jharkhand, 
Uttar Pradesh, Tripura 
and Maharashtra.

A provisional order 
for attachment of these 
assets, worth Rs 200 
crore, has been issued 
under the Prevention of 
Money Laundering Act 
(PMLA), the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) 
said in a statement.

The agency had filed 
a criminal case against 
the BIL group on the 
basis of a 2015 Central 
Bureau of Investigation 

agency (CBI) FIR and a 
subsequent charge sheet.

The ED case has been 
registered against the BIL 
and others for “cheating 
common people by prop-
agating and selling illegal 
schemes and by promis-
ing huge and unsustain-
able returns also known 
as ponzi scheme”, it said.

A senior official said 
the volume of this al-
leged chit-fund or ponzi 
scam is about Rs 3,500 
crore. A probe found that 
the “funds were fraudu-
lently collected by selling 
illegal schemes through a 
chain of agents located in 
these states”.

“These schemes were 
sold not only on the iden-
tity of the BIL but also in 
the name of many other 
companies like Vamshi 
Chemicals Limited, Nix-
cil Pharmaceuticals and 
Specialties Ltd and Basil 
Express Ltd,” it said.

The funds collected 
through the schemes 
were illegally diverted 
by creating a web of over 
60 shell or bogus compa-
nies, the ED alleged.

“Scrutiny of the ac-
counts maintained by 
these companies lead to 
trail the proceeds of the 
crime,” it added.
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I am ready for a bout, Vijender challenges Amir
new delhi, Jul 18 (Pti): 
“Stop fighting children, 
I am ready for a bout,” 
Indian boxing ace Vi-
jender Singh, fresh from 
his 11th straight pro 
win, challenged British 
star Amir Khan here on 
Thursday.

Khan, the British 
boxer of Pakistan origin, 
has expressed a desire 
to lock horns with Olym-
pic bronze-medallist Vi-
jender a number of times 
but the bout has not ma-
terialised yet.

During the announce-
ment of his last bout, 
Khan had also claimed 
that Vijender was scared 
of him. Replying to his 
challenge, the Hary-
ana-boxer said it was 
Khan who picked juniors 
to fight against.

“I am ready to fight 
with Amir. He picked a ju-
nior boxer to fight. Neeraj 
Goyat is way junior to me. 
I had said before and I am 
saying it again I am ready 
to fight whenever he tells 
me to. He should stop 
fighting kids,” Vijender 
said on the sidelines of a 
felicitation event organ-
ised by Platinum Heavy 
Duty Cement.

A bout between the 

two prolific boxers may, 
however, be a long shot 
as Khan competes in the 
welterweight category 
(63.5kg-66.7kg) while 
Vijender contests in the 
super middleweight divi-
sion (73kg-76kg) but the 
Indian was quick to come 
up with a solution for the 
problem. “I can reduce 
my weight a little and he 
can increase it and we 
can agree on a mid point. 
He has done it before.”

Vijender, who is still 
unbeaten in the profes-
sional arena, prevailed 

in his US debut against 
Mike Snider with a Tech-
nical Knockout to notch 
his 11th consecutive vic-
tory in the circuit.

Talking about his US 
debut and the bout, Vi-
jender said America is 
the Mecca of boxing.

“America is so big, ev-
ery opponent has some 
strength. They say ev-
erything starts and ends 
from the US. One of the 
best boxers work there.

“I had no idea about 
Mike before the bout. On 
the last day, my coach 

showed a video of him 
and how he fights. Earli-
er, I felt he is not such a 
good boxer but when his 
first punch connected 
me, I was shaken I felt yes 
now I am in the league.”

Talking about his fu-
ture plans, Vijender said 
his team is working on 
scheduling two bouts 
in the next 6-7 months 
where he might get a 
shot at prestigious titles.

“We plan to have two 
more fights. One around 
October-September and 
next in January-Feb-

ruary. We are trying to 
work around the venue 
and opponent. The top 
boxers in US have a busy 
schedule,” he said.

“America is a very 
mature market in boxing. 
Now the fights are going 
to get tougher and bigger. 
International or inter-
continental titles might 
be coming up in 2020,” 
Vijender’s promoter 
Neerav Tomar said.

Asked if he regrets his 
tryst with politics owing 
to the loss from Delhi’s 
South Delhi constituency 

in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions earlier this year, the 
multi-faceted boxer said 
he is open to accepting 
all opportunities life pro-
vides him. “Galat faisale 
ko bhi jo sahi karde usko 
Vijender Singh kehte 
hain,” he said.

“I never say no to 
anything. Life teaches 
you something everyday. 
I saw it as an opportunity 
to work for the people. I 
am thinking I will go to 
the moon, I never say 
no to anything. But I will 
never leave boxing be-
cause this is my identity.”

The boxer also spoke 
about starting his own 
Boxing Club.

“I want boxing to 
become popular in the 
entire country so I am 
going to start a ‘Boxing 
Club by Vijender Singh’. 
The youth gets easily dis-
tracted by drugs, crime 
etc so I think this is the 
right way to keep them 
on track.

“We will be starting 
from Delhi where there 
will be 150 young boxers 
and we will teach them 
the sport and provide all 
the equipment. I will vis-
it the club once a month,” 
Vijender said.

Celtic progress 
in Champions 

league qualifiers
Paris, Jul 18 (AFP): Celtic cruised through to the 
second qualifying round of the Champions League 
after a 2-1 win over Sarajevo in Glasgow saw them 
progress 5-2 on aggregate.

Neil Lennon’s side had few problems navigat-
ing the tie after winning the first leg 3-1 in Bosnia, 
and goals from Ryan Christie and Callum McGre-
gor in each half ensured smooth passage into the 
next round. The Scottish champions were comfort-
able from the off and Christie killed any hope of 
a shock comeback when he opened scoring in the 
26th minute.

They conceded a poor goal just after the hour 
mark minute when Benjamin Tatar pounced on a 
mistake from debutant Boli Bolingoli, but with 15 
minutes remaining Lewis Morgan found McGregor 
in space jut outside the penalty area and the mid-
fielder fired home to seal the win on the night. A pos-
itive evening for Celtic was made better by Scotland 
striker Leigh Griffiths returning for his first compet-
itive match since December after taking time away 
from the game for personal problems.

Elsewhere Montenegran side Sutjeska knocked 
out Slovan Bratislava 3-2 on penalties after Alek-
sandar Sofranac levelled the tie at 2-2 on aggre-
gate in the third minute of stoppage time, while 
BATE Borisov scored twice in the final 10 minutes 
to come from behind and squeeze past Polish out-
fit Piast Gliwice 3-2 over the two legs.

Hirwani to work with 
Indian women’s team 

as spin consultant
new delhi, Jul 18 (Pti): Former India interna-
tional and National Cricket Academy (NCA) spin 
coach Narendra Hirwani is set to work as a consul-
tant with the country’s women’s team.

It has been learnt that Hirwani, who played 
17 Tests and 18 ODIs for India, will travel with 
the team on select assignments starting with the 
home series against South Africa in September.

India’s T20 captain Harmanpreet Kaur had re-
cently expressed the need for a spin coach consid-
ering the team is full of spinners, including Poo-
nam Yadav, Ekta Bisht and Deepti Sharma.

“It is not a full-time role since he is busy at the 
National Cricket Academy. He will travel with the 
team on and off. He also worked with them briefly 
during the team’s recent camp at NCA,” a BCCI offi-
cial told PTI on Thursday.

The team doesn’t need a batting coach with 
head coach and former India batsman W V Raman 
in charge but it could do with a fast bowling coach.

“Like the men’s team, there should be a ded-
icated support staff for the women’s team,” a 
source close to the side said.

India, who have lost their last six T20s, have 
begun preparations for the T20 World Cup in 
Australia in February-March next year. They have 
not played international cricket since March and 
will be seen next in national colours in the limit-
ed-overs home series against South Africa.

Japan look to give ailing 
Ikee a lift at world swim

Kapil Dev-led ad-hoc 
panel to pick India coach, 

could divide COA again
new delhi, Jul 17 (Pti): The Committee of Ad-
ministrators (COA) running Indian cricket has 
tasked the Kapil Dev-led ad-hoc committee to pick 
the next national coach, a move that could again 
divide the Supreme Court-appointed panel.

The ad-hoc body comprising former India cap-
tain Kapil, Anshuman Gaekwad and Shantha Ran-
gaswamy had earlier appointed W V Raman as the 
Indian women’s team coach in December. One of 
the members confirmed to PTI that the BCCI has ap-
proached them to pick the men’s head coach as well.

Back then, the COA was a two-member panel -- 
comprising chairman Vinod Rai and former India 
captain Diana Edulji, who had called the women’s 
coach selection process unconstitutional.

She had asserted that only the Cricket Advi-
sory Committee (CAC) was empowered to do so. 
COA is now a three-member body with the ap-
pointment of Lt General Ravi Thodge in February. 
But with serious doubts over the future of CAC -- 
comprising Sachin Tendulkar, Sourav Ganguly and 
VVS Laxman -- the COA thought it was prudent to 
hand the responsibility to the ad-hoc panel. While 
Tendulkar has been cleared of conflict of interest 
charges, Ganguly and Laxman have been asked to 
choose one out of their multiple cricketing roles as 
per the BCCI constitution. The COA, however, is yet to 
take a call on the matter. Dev and Ranagsawamy too 
fall in the ambit of conflict of interest as they have 
are also responsible for the formation of the players’ 
association as per the new BCCI constitution.

The BCCI Tuesday invited applications for the 
men’s team support staff, including head coach 
who will need to be less than 60 years of age with 
a minimum international experience of two years.

The application deadline for all the roles is 
July 30. The current support staff comprising in-
cumbent head coach Ravi Shastri, bowling coach 
Bharat Arun, batting coach Sanjay Bangar and 
fielding coach R Sridhar were given a 45-day ex-
tension following the World Cup, covering the 
West Indies tour from August 3 to September 3. 

Mayweather ‘zero interest’ in Pacquiao rematch: report

Selection for West indies: Focus on 
Dhoni’s future, Kohli’s availability

Mumbai, Jul 18 (Pti): 
Skipper Virat Kohli’s 
availability and veteran 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s 
future will be in focus 
when the MSK Prasad-
led national selection 
panel meets here on Fri-
day to pick the Indian 
cricket squads for next 
month’s tour of the West 
Indies.

The 38-year old Dho-
ni, whose finishing abili-
ties with the bat has been 
on the wane, would be 
the centre of discussion 
amid speculation that the 
Jharkhand player is con-
templating retirement 
even though he hasn’t 
spoken about it till now.

Dhoni’s selection or 
omission would be an in-
dicator of things to come 
in the future. India are 
set to play T20s, as many 
ODIs and two Tests in a 
full-fledged tour to the 
Caribbean islands, start-
ing August 3.

Considering next 
year’s T20 World Cup to 
be held in Australia, the 
selectors might opt for 
the young Rishabh Pant, 
who is seen as heir ap-
parent to Dhoni.

Dhoni was dropped 
from the T20 series 
against West Indies and 
Australia last October 
and there is a strong 
chance that he won’t 
be included this time 
around too.

Pant was recently 
called up as replacement 

for an injured opener 
Shikhar Dhawan in the 
World Cup, from where 
India were ousted in the 
semifinal stage.

Another issue that 
would surely be debat-
ed is the availability of 
Kohli, who has been on 
the road for a while.

There is a school of 
thought that the skipper 
could be rested consid-
ering the long domestic 
season ahead, which be-
gins in September, and in 
this scenario Rohit Shar-
ma could be handed 
captaincy for the short-
er formats. However, 
with the two Tests be-
ing part of the ICC Test 
Championship, Kohli 
could be included in the 
Test squad. A similar ap-
proach could be taken for 
pacer Jasprit Bumrah.

The panel would also 
work on restructuring 
the middle-order as it 
was one of the primary 
reasons for India’s exit 
from the World Cup 
semi-final. Stabilising 
the number four spot is 
the need of the hour go-
ing ahead.

It is expected that 
picking the middle-order 
could lead to the biggest 
debate as the panel has 
a few choices among 
Karnataka’s Mayank 
Agarwal and Manish 
Pandey and Mumbai’s 
Shreyas Iyer, who has 
been knocking the doors 
after scoring heavily in 

domestic cricket. Pandey 
scored a match-winning 
100 for India A against 
the West Indies A in an 
unofficial third ODI and 
after Ambati Rayudu’s 
sudden retirement and 
Vijay Shankar’s failure 
to nail the number four 
spot, the focus will be 
on the trio.

Also, the selectors 
may consider the talent-
ed young Punjab bats-
man Shubhman Gill and 
Mumbai’s Prithvi Shaw. 
But Shaw’s hip injury 
could come in the way of 
him being considered.

A determined Gill has 
been among the runs in 
the West Indies tour for 
India A. Gill and Shreyas 
could make the cut.

It could also be end 
of the road for the expe-
rienced Dinesh Karthik 
and Maharashtra 
all-rounder Kedar Jad-
hav, who failed to per-
form in the World Cup.

If Dhawan, who was 
ruled out of the World 
Cup owing to a thumb 
fracture, is deemed fit, he 
would, in all probability, 
open with Rohit.

Other regulars, in-
cluding K L Rahul, Hardik 
Pandya, Kuldeep Yadav 
and Yuzvendra Chahal, 
could retain their plac-
es in the limited-overs 
squads.

Teenage leg-spinner 
Rahul Chahar could be 
among the rookies who 
are at least discussed 

given the good run he is 
having with the A team 
in the West Indies right 
now. The 19-year-old is 
a cousin of Deepak Cha-
har, a fairly established 
first-class name who has 
played an ODI and a T20 
for India.

Among the new faces, 
Delhi speedster Navdeep 
Saini could make the 
team as he has impressed 
in the ongoing India A 
tour of West Indies and 
even picked a fifer.

The selectors could 
also look at the likes of 
Khaleel Ahmed, Deepak 
Chahar, and Avesh Khan 
apart from regular pac-
ers Mohammed Shami 
and Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar, who could be re-
tained. Khaleel being a 
left-arm pacer adds vari-
ety to the attack.

The choice of wick-
et-keepers for the Tests 
would be watched with 
interest as Pant did the 
job in the last series India 
played in Australia.

With a fit-again Wrid-
diman Saha, who is con-
sidered the best in the 
country, it remains to 
be seen if the selectors 
bring him back or look to 
the future in Pant.

The T20 Internation-
als are scheduled from 
August 3 to 6, while the 
ODIs will take place from 
August 8 to 14. The two-
Test series will be played 
from August 22 to Sep-
tember 3.

los Angeles, Jul 18 (AFP): Floyd 
Mayweather has “zero interest” in 
coming out of retirement for a re-
match with Manny Pacquiao after 
their money-spinning 2015 super-
fight, close confidante Leonard Eller-
be said Wednesday. Ellerbe, the chief 
executive of Mayweather Promotions, 
told the boxingscene.com website 
that not even the prospect of another 
lucrative payday would tempt May-
weather back into the ring.

Mayweather is believed to have 
earned an estimated 300 million 
from the points victory over Pac-
quiao, which remains the most 
lucrative fight in history and gen-
erated more than 600 million rev-
enue. Pacquiao’s long-time train-
er Freddie Roach said last week 

he would be keen for the Filipino 
icon to set up a rematch with May-
weather after a frustrating defeat 
in the first meeting.

However while Mayweather will 
be at ringside for Pacquiao’s world 
title fight against Keith Thurman in 
Las Vegas on Saturday, Ellerbe says 
there is no chance of a rematch. 
“Floyd has no interest,” Ellerbe told 
boxingscene. “He has zero interest. 
He’s been doing this all his life. And 
after a while, you get burned out. 
He’s given the sport everything.” 
Ellerbe said Mayweather was in-
stead happy in his retirement.

“He’s very content,” Ellerbe said. 
“He’s living his best life. I just talked 
to him earlier today. We went over 
some business stuff. He’s travelling, 

spending time with his kids, spending 
time with his family. “He’s doing all 
the things that he never got a chance 
to do because boxing has consumed 
his life ever since he was 5 years old.” 
Speaking to reporters last week, 
Roach said he was still bothered 
by Pacquiao’s loss to Mayweather, 
when the Filipino’s challenge was 
hampered by a shoulder problem.

“Hopefully we can get May-
weather to come to the table,” 
Roach said. “I would like us to 
have one more crack at him.” “We 
didn’t fight a great fight that night. 
Manny’s shoulder didn’t help at all. 
He’s had surgery since then, he’s 
100 percent now. I would like us to 
fight Mayweather again because I 
didn’t like the way we performed.

Gwangju (South Korea), 
Jul 18 (AFP): Japan’s 
swimmers have prom-
ised to lift their game at 
next week’s world cham-
pionships to lift the spir-
its of ailing team mate 
Rikako Ikee in her battle 
with leukaemia.

The 19-year-old post-
er girl for the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics was diagnosed 
with the illness earlier 
this year and is continu-
ing treatment back in 
Tokyo. Asian champion 
Yui Ohashi, one of Japan’s 
biggest medal hopes in 
South Korea after tak-
ing silver in the 200 me-
tres individual medley 
two years ago, insisted 
Thursday that Ikee was 
on the mind of all the 
swimmers.

“It’s a huge blow that 
Rikako can’t be here to 
fight with us but she’s 
battling hard too,” Ohashi 
told AFP.

“Hopefully she can 
see us giving it every-
thing to produce the kind 
of results that will give 
her courage and the add-
ed motivation -- that I’m 
sure she already has -- to 
return to competition.”

Ikee shot to fame at 
last year’s Asian Games 
where she captured a re-
cord six gold medals.

But she tweeted in 
February that she had 
been diagnosed with 
leukaemia after experi-
encing problems during 
a training camp in Aus-
tralia.

Japan’s swim queen 
would have been a favou-
rite to win 2020 Olympic 
gold in the 100 metres 
butterfly and a serious 
medal contender in the 
200m freestyle in her 
home city.

Japanese coaches in 
Gwangju have spoken to 

the athletes about Ikee, 
revealed head coach 
Norimasa Hirai the 
morning after arriving 
in South Korea. “Coach 
(Yoji) Suzuki has said in 
meetings it was import-
ant to fight hard for Rika-
ko too,” said Hirai.

“But knowing Rika-
ko’s character she will 
be anxious about Japan’s 
results. If we give every-
thing we have, and hope-
fully come away with a 
few medals, it will give 
her a lift. But first we 
have to get the job done.”

- ALARMING DIP -
In the absence of Ikee 

and Olympic champion 
Kosuke Hagino, who has 
suffered an alarming dip 
in form since his Rio gold 
in the men’s 400m indi-
vidual medley, Japan’s 
swimmers could struggle 
in Gwangju after finish-
ing 14th in the medals ta-
ble at Budapest in 2017 
with four silver and three 
bronze.

“I don’t want to pre-
dict medal tallies,” said 
Hirai. “I don’t want to 
add pressure. But they’re 
relaxed, they’re enjoy-
ing the Korean food and 
they’re and in good spir-
its.”

While Hungary’s tri-
ple Olympic champion 
Katinka Hosszu has not 
lost a major final in the 
women’s 200m medley 
since 2012, Ohashi has 
medal chances in both 
the 200m and 400m.

“I’ll need to be at 100 
percent,” said Ohashi, 
who recently completed 
a spell of high altitude 
training in Arizona.

“I’m trying not to 
overcomplicate things. I 
have to be aggressive -- if 
I don’t go out strong, I’ll 
struggle over the second 
half of races.” 
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Asylum ban may further strain 
immigrant detention facilities

San diego, Jul 18 (AP): 
A new policy to deny 
asylum to anyone who 
shows up on the Mexican 
border after travelling 
through another country 
threatens to exacerbate 
overcrowding at severely 
strained U.S. immigration 
detention centers and 
makeshift holding areas.

Photos and video 
of Vice President Mike 
Pence’s visit Friday to 
McAllen, Texas, showing 
men crammed behind 
chain-link fences offered 
the latest glimpse into 
squalid conditions at 
Customs and Border Pro-
tection facilities. Women 
are being held in smaller 
tents at the station.

The Border Patrol 
housed 900 people in an 
area with capacity for 
125 in El Paso, Texas, ac-
cording to a Department 
of Homeland Security’s 
internal watchdog report 
on an unannounced visit 
in May. 

Inspectors saw de-
tainees standing on toi-
lets to gain breathing 
space. Agents described 
detainees being held in 
standing-room-only cells 
for weeks.

A sharp drop in illegal 
border crossings, coming 
during a seasonal decline 
as summer heat sets in, 
has eased pressure tem-
porarily. 

The Border Patrol 
has fewer than 10,000 
people in custody, down 

from 19,000 in May, ac-
cording to a U.S. official 
who was not authorized 
to share the figures pub-
licly and spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The Border Patrol’s 
Rio Grande Valley sec-
tor, the busiest corri-
dor for illegal crossings, 
was the only one of nine 
sectors on the Mexican 
border over capacity on 
Wednesday, with about 
6,000 detainees, the offi-
cial said. 

El Paso has plummet-
ed to 500 detainees.

Still, the space crunch 
is daunting and holding 
people who are denied 
asylum until they are 
deported can only pose 
more challenges.

Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement 
operates long-term de-
tention centers that are 
far better equipped, but 
that agency is also heav-
ily burdened. It is hold-
ing more than 53,000 
people, hovering near an 
all-time high and above 
its budgeted capacity of 
45,274, including 2,500 
spots for families.

ICE, responding to 
scarce detention space 
for families, has released 
more than 200,000 fam-
ily members since Octo-
ber under a new practice 
that does not allow time 
to make travel arrange-
ments while in custody. 

It currently houses 
311 people in families.

ICE said Wednesday 
that it constantly reviews 

detention requirements 
and options.

“Ensuring there are 
sufficient beds avail-
able to meet the current 
demand for detention 
space is crucial to the 
success of ICE’s overall 
mission,” the agency said 
in a statement.

CBP officials did not 
immediately respond to 
a request for comment.

The dramatic policy 
change took effect Tues-
day, denying asylum to 
anyone who must pass 
through Mexico to reach 
the U.S. by land. 

It will have the big-
gest impact on Guatema-
lans and Hondurans, who 
account for most Border 
Patrol arrests and tend 
to travel in families. If it 

survives legal challenges, 
the policy would affect 
people from any country 
traveling through Mexico 
unless they sought asy-
lum in at least one other 
country and were denied. 

There are exceptions 
for victims of “a severe 
form” of human traf-
ficking, as well as other 
forms of humanitarian 
protection that are simi-
lar to asylum but have a 
much higher bar to qual-
ify.

Linerio Gonzalez and 
Ana Paolini of Venezue-
la were in a group of 15 
migrants, including four 
children, who showed 
up at the international 
bridge in Nuevo Laredo, 
across the border from 
Laredo, Texas, to take 

their chances. 
They were eager to 

enter the United States 
despite confusion about 
how the policy would af-
fect them.

“It drives you to des-
peration,” said Gonzalez, 
24.

“You hear a lot of 
things, but we don’t 
know,” said Paolini, 20.

Hours after it went 
into effect, the policy 
drew two lawsuits in 
federal court, one in San 
Francisco and one in 
Washington, D.C. Both 
lawsuits ask for an order 
to immediately halt the 
policy while it is chal-
lenged in court. 

The American Civil 
Liberties Union and oth-
er groups requested a 
hearing Thursday in the 
San Francisco case.

Those who lose asy-
lum bids would be placed 
in fast-track deportation 
proceedings and flown 
to their home countries. 
That’s where challenges 
may mount.

It usually takes sever-
al days to arrange travel 
documents and flights 
for Central Americans, 
and the only ICE family 
detention centers are in 
Texas and Pennsylvania. 

It is more difficult 
(and expensive) to ar-
range travel to faraway 
countries like Camer-
oon, whose people have 
been arriving at the bor-
der to seek asylum after 

flying to Ecuador and 
traveling through seven 
other countries.

Cuba, whose people 
have been seeking asy-
lum in El Paso and Lare-
do, Texas, is labeled one 
of nine “recalcitrant” 
countries in the world by 
the U.S. government for 
its unwillingness to take 
back its own citizens, 
according to a Congres-
sional Research Service 
report in November. 

Cubans tend to fly to 
Panama and then trav-
el overland through five 
countries or fly to Nic-
aragua and go by land 
through three countries.

The administration 
has been expanding tem-
porary detention space, 
which would offer re-
lief. CBP began con-
struction last week on 
a holding center with 
tents for 2,500 single 
adults near El Paso, 
with plans to open by 
early August, spokes-
man Roger Maier said. 

The site in Tornillo, 
Texas, was used last year 
to house more than 2,000 
unaccompanied children.

The U.S. Department 
of Health and Human 
Services just opened a 
facility to detain children 
at Carrizo Springs, Tex-
as, at the site of a former 
“man camp” for oilfield 
workers. 

The holding facility 
can accommodate up to 
1,300 children.

Mallya’s UK High Court extradition 
appeal to be heard in February 2020

london, Jul 18 (Pti): Em-
battled liquor tycoon Vi-
jay Mallya’s appeal in the 
UK High Court against 
his extradition order has 
been listed for a three-
day hearing from Febru-
ary 11 next year, the UK 
court said on Thursday.

The 63-year-old for-
mer Kingfisher Airlines 
boss had won a reprieve 
earlier this month when 
a two-judge panel at the 
Royal Courts of Justice in 
London granted him per-
mission to appeal against 
the extradition order of a 
lower court to face fraud 
and money laundering 
charges amounting to an 
alleged Rs 9,000 crores 
in India.

The appeal hearing 
has been listed on 11 
February 2020 with a 
time estimate of three 
days, a UK High Court of-
ficial said.

At a hearing on July 
2, Justices George Leg-
gatt and Andrew Pop-
plewell concluded that 
“arguments can be rea-
sonably made on some 
aspects of the prima fa-
cie case presented by 
the Crown Prosecution 
Service (CPS), on behalf 

of the Indian govern-
ment.  The ruling on the 
basis of that material by 
Chief Magistrate Emma 
Arbuthnot in her extra-
dition order of December 
2018, which was signed 
off by UK home secretary 
Sajid Javid earlier this 
year, is therefore now set 
for a full appeal hearing 
in the higher court. By 
far the most substantial 
ground is that the senior 
District Judge was wrong 
to conclude that the gov-
ernment had established 
a prima facie case, noted 
Judge Leggatt.

Mallya’s counsel, 
Clare Montgomery, had 
successfully contested 
the basis on which Judge 
Arbuthnot had arrived at 
certain conclusions. 

She claimed the judge 
had been “plain wrong” 
in accepting some of the 
Indian authorities’ as-
sertions that Mallya had 
fraudulent intentions 
when he sought some of 
the loans for his now-de-
funct Kingfisher Airlines, 
that he made misrepre-
sentations to the banks 
to seek the loans and 
had no intentions to pay 
them back.  Montgom-

ery also questioned the 
admissibility of some of 
the evidence produced 
during the extradition 
trial at Westminster Mag-
istrates’ Court in London.

The High Court judg-
es accepted the broad 
arguments and directed 
her to submit a draft for 
the appeal to proceed 
to a full hearing, a time-
frame for which has now 
been set for February 
next year.

Mallya had said he 
felt vindicated by the 
ruling and repeated his 
offer to pay back the 
money owed to the Indi-
an banks.

I still want the banks 
to take all their money, 
do what they have to do 
and leave me in peace, he 
said.

He has repeated this 
offer of settlement in 
subsequent Twitter in-
terventions, most recent-
ly telling social media 
critics to ask your Banks 
why they are not taking 
100 per cent of the mon-
ey I have been offering .

Meanwhile, the liquor 
tycoon remains on bail 
on an extradition war-
rant executed by Scot-

land Yard in April 2017, 
involving a bail bond 
worth GBP 650,000 and 
other restrictions on his 
travel. 

At the end of a year-
long extradition trial 
at Westminster Magis-
trates’ Court last Decem-
ber, Judge Arbuthnot had 
found clear evidence of 
dispersal and misappli-
cation of the loan funds 
and accepted a prima 
facie case of fraud and 
a conspiracy to launder 
money against Mallya, as 
presented by the CPS on 
behalf of the Indian gov-
ernment. 

The court had also 
dismissed any bars to ex-
tradition on the grounds 
of the prison conditions 
under which the busi-
nessman would be held, 
as the judge accepted the 
Indian government’s as-
surances that he would 
receive all necessary 
medical care at Barrack 
12 in Mumbai’s Arthur 
Road Jail.

The High Court panel 
had concurred with most 
of the other findings of 
the lower court, includ-
ing satisfactory prison 
conditions in India.

Message in a bottle found 
in Australia 50 years on

Sydney, Jul 18 (AFP): 
An Australian boy who 
discovered a message 
in a bottle on a remote 
beach may have a new 
penpal after the English-
man who dropped it from 
an Australia-bound ship 
50 years ago was tracked 
down. But Jyah Elliott, 
aged nine, may have to 
wait some time as the 
message’s now 63-year-
old author is once again 
at sea -- this time on a 
cruise in the Baltic, the 
ABC reported.

Jyah discovered the de-
cades-old treasure in sand 

dunes on a South Austra-
lian beach on Tuesday and 
by the next day the writ-
er had been located. Paul 
Gilmore was just 13 when 
on November 17, 1969 he 
dropped the bottle into the 
Indian Ocean hoping to 
reach a new friend. The let-
ter, which gave the ship’s lo-
cation as “1,000 miles east 
of Fremantle, Western Aus-
tralia, asked its recipient to 
“Please Reply”.

Although Jyah initially 
thought the letter was a 
fake, he was quick to post 
a reply on Wednesday. “He 
was so excited,” his moth-

er Carla Elliott told the 
ABC. Gilmore’s sister An-
nie Crossland told the ABC 
that her brother was cur-
rently cruising but would 
be sure to contact Jyah 
when he returns home.

“It’s amazing, abso-
lutely incredible,” Cross-
land said. “He’ll be chuffed 
to bits.” She said the family 
had long ago moved on 
from the reply address 
on the letter. Gilmore sent 
six bottles from the TSS 
Fairstar, a ship that trans-
ported so-called “10-pound 
Pom” migrants from Great 
Britain to Australia. 

President 
Trump “walked 
the talk” in 
maintaining 
pressure on 
Pak to end 
terrorism: 
Amb Shringla
By Yoshita 
Singh
new york, Jul 18 (Pti): 
President Donald Trump 
has “walked the talk” in 
maintaining pressure on 
Pakistan to end terrorism 
emanating from its soil, 
India’s envoy to the US 
has said, insisting that Is-
lamabad’s actions against 
terror outfits should be 
“irreversible” and not a “re-
volving door” where terror 
masterminds are arrested 
from one door and taken 
out through the other. In-
dia’s Ambassador to the 
US Harsh Vardhan Shringla 
was responding to a ques-
tion on the strong cooper-
ation between India and 
the US on security issues 
as well as in multinational 
fora such as the UN that 
saw the designation of Paki-
stan-based Jaish-e-Moham-
med (JeM) chief Masood 
Azhar as a global terrorist 
in May this year. 

“I have to say that 
President Trump has 
done what previous pres-
idents have not done. He 
has walked the talk, as I 
have said before. He has 
ensured that financing 
for Pakistan has been 
withdrawn because of its 
association with terror-
ism. He has withdrawn 
all aid and all military 
assistance to Pakistan,” 
Shringla told PTI in an in-
terview here on Monday. 

He expressed hope 
that the policy is consis-
tently maintained and it 
does not get eroded in 
the light of developments 
as they unfold.  “It is im-
portant that pressure 
on the Pakistani State is 
maintained so that we 
don’t step back into ter-
rorism emanating out of 
Pakistan,” he said. 

Referring to the “excel-
lent cooperation” between 
India and the US in the 
security and counter-ter-
rorism fronts, he said, “We 
are partners in making the 
world a better and safer 
place, a world that believes 
in the values, systems and 
ideologies that we do - de-
mocracy, rule of law, vibrant 
media, independent judi-
ciary. We have the same val-
ues and we need to contin-
ue to work together.” India 
and the US, along with allies 
France and the UK, worked 
relentlessly to get Azhar 
designated as a global ter-
rorist by the UN Security 
Council, after a decade-long 
effort during which China 
repeatedly blocked bids to 
sanction the JeM chief. 

Shringla asserted 
that it is important the 
US continues to exert 
pressure on “countries 
like Pakistan that have 
made terrorism an in-
strument of state policy 
and if there is an intent to 
change that policy then it 
should be irreversible. 

“Steps taken by Paki-
stan should be irrevers-
ible and its claims should 
be verifiable, credible 
and irreversible, he said. 

Referring to the 
Mumbai terror attack 
mastermind and JuD chief 
Saeed getting pre-arrest 
bail on Monday by an an-
ti-terrorism court in Paki-
stan, Shringla said, “I think 
in a certain sense it gives us 
again the idea of a revolving 
door where you are arrest-
ed from one door and taken 
out through the other.”   
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CHARMED! The gorgeous couple, Sofia Vergara & Joe Manganiello, smiles to fans 
before leaving the The Stephen Colbert Show in NYC. 
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Aries: Hope and healing are on the cards for 
you, especially if you have been at odds with 
somebody. Rise above your 3D reality. Un-
derstand the higher reason behind why things 
transpired the way they did, and the life les-
sons that were revealed to you in that moment. 
This is the key to inner transformation, Aries. 
In a mundane sense, the cards are pointing to-
wards love and romance. PS: An old lover in 
could return in brand new form.
Tip: Hope and healing are on the cards.
TAurus: Want to hear the oldest advice in 
the dating world? Put yourself out there. The 
forces are conspiring to bring a special some-
one into your life when you’re out having fun 
and being your most playful self. Coupled 
Taureans, consider getting out of your natural 
habitat. Meeting each other as strangers in a 
different setting could be the secret to rekin-
dling your romance.
Tip: Get out of your natural habitat and try 
something new together.
Gemini:So what if it didn’t work out in the 
past? Do away with the old narrative, and the 
pain associated with it. This is the only way 

to start over. Daily reminder, Gemini: the Uni-
verse is supporting in your mission to make 
space for healthy relationships. Some of you 
may be going through a rough patch at this 
point. Keep in mind that we’re all an amalga-
mation of shadow and light. Look within be-
fore you project your wounds on to the other.
Tip: Make space for healthy relationships.
CAnCer: Commitment is not merely about 
living together for the rest of your life. It’s 
about committing to a life of transformation, 
reminding each other of the importance of ris-
ing above the murky waters like a lotus. Where 
are you in your journey? Are you with some-
body who stands by you through the storm? 
Cancer, say a prayer of gratitude.
Tip: Here’s to love that inspires you to be the 
best version of yourself.
Leo: If you find yourself falling for people 
who break your heart over and over, you know 
you’ve got a problem, Leo. Beware of false 
promises. Stay away from those who seem to 
have a disconnect between their actions and 
words. You’re far too wise to let anybody take 
advantage of you this time around.

Tip: Beware of the players.
VirGo: What if life is a spiral rather than 
a straight line, Virgo? Why have you been 
brought to this point yet again? Could there be 
something else that needs to be healed? This 
is the time to turn your wounds into wisdom. 
Remember to keep your thoughts positive and 
your vibration high. Direct your energy to-
wards creating a new paradigm.
Tip: Turn your wounds into wisdom.
LibrA: You want to be somebody’s Saturday 
night and Sunday morning. Don’t settle for 
anything less, Libra. Understand the balance 
between giving and receiving. If you’re the 
only one playing the role of the nurturer, you’ll 
start to feel drained soon enough.
Tip: Invest in people who invest in you.
sCorpio: “If something you want is slow 
to come to you, it can be for only one reason: 
You are spending more time focused upon its 
absence than its presence.” An Abraham Hicks 
favourite to remind you of the power of man-
ifestation, and the action you need to take in 
order to create a positive shift in your reality. 
What is the kind of relationship you envision 

for yourself? What are the qualities you and 
your partner bring to the table? Light a candle 
and set an intention.
Tip: Intention is always the secret ingredient.
sAGiTTArius: Let go of the need to ra-
tionalise your emotions or neatly label them in 
separate boxes. Allow yourself to feel the pain 
in its entirety. This the only way to release. A 
Paulo Coelho quote to provide respite: “My 
heart might be bruised, but it will recover and 
become capable of seeing the beauty of life 
once more. It’s happened before, it will happen 
again, I’m sure. When someone leaves, it’s be-
cause someone else is about to arrive--I’ll find 
love again.”
Tip: Heartbreaks can be beautiful too.
CApriCorn: You have worked so hard 
to get where you are today. Reserve the right 
to say no when somebody asks you to take 
care of their expenses. You could end up feel-
ing drained in the bargain. If a loved one is in 
genuine need of money, help them in a manner 
that you deem appropriate. Putting the terms 
and conditions on paper is a good way to safe-
guard your interest.

Tip: You can say no when somebody asks you 
to take care of their expenses.
AquArius: Don’t let people become a pri-
ority in your life when you are just an option 
in theirs. Reciprocity, dear Aquarius. The art 
of giving where it is valued, appreciated and 
returned with love. If you feel that a certain re-
lationship is not in alignment with your higher 
self, it’s okay to put yourself first. However, if 
you feel there is room for improvement, find a 
way to work together and show them how you 
want to be loved.
Tip: Give where it is valued, appreciated and 
returned with love.
pisCes: What if endings are just begin-
nings in disguise? Open yourself to the winds 
of change, and see where they are taking you 
to. What you will discover on this journey: 
the grass is greener and more luscious on the 
other side. Remember, if something is being 
taken away from you, it’s because you are 
making space for a greater love. Keep this 
in mind when you find yourself mourning 
your losses.
Tip: Get ready to move to greener pastures.

‘Game of Thrones’ showrunners 
to give Comic-Con 2019 a miss

‘Gossip 
Girl’ reboot 
greenlit at 
HBO Max
los Angeles, Jul 18 (Pti): 
“Gossip Girl” is getting a re-
boot on HBO Max.

According to Entertain-
ment Weekly, the iconic teen 
series, with 10-episode ini-
tial order, will stream on the 
network’s digital arm.

Original creative team of 
Josh Schwartz and Stephanie 
Savage are returning as exec-
utive producers.

Josh Safran, who penned 
and produced on the origi-
nal series, will showrun the 
latest take. Also attached to 
executive produce are Alloy’s 
Leslie Morgenstein and Gina 
Girolamo.

“Gossip Girl”, which aired 
on The CW from 2007-2012, 
was based on the book series 
by Cecily von Ziegesar. The 
show went to become a pop 
culture phenomenon, prov-
ing to be a breakout project 
for Blake Lively and Penn 
Badgley.

It is currently unclear 
whether any of the original 
cast members will return for 
the reboot. The news comes 
exactly a week after Chace 
Crawford, who played Nate 
on the series, said he would 
not mind the show returning 
for another run as an eight-
part season on a TV stream-
ing service.

However, the actor 
said the potential show 
should come back as a re-
boot with new characters 
rather than original stars 
reprising their roles.

Nick Robinson heading to Broadway 
with ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’

Shah Rukh Khan’s Son Aryan 
Does A Great Job As Simba

The mean streets from where Bollywood 
gangster flick-style lingo has emerged 

and the wilds of the African savanna where 
The Lion King is set are worlds apart. How-
ever, the blowy banter between Pumbaa 
the warthog (voiced by Sanjay Mishra) and 
Timon the meerkat (Shreyas Talpade) injects 
much-needed humour into the Hindi version 
of Disney’s photorealistic remake of the 1994 
animated classic. These rare lighter moments 
inject some flounce into the familiar tale of a 
young lion who survives treachery, tragedy 
and exile and returns to his kingdom to re-
claim his place at the helm of Pride Lands.

The name of the kingdom is rendered for 
Hindi audiences as ‘Gaurav Bhoomi’. It does 
not have the same resonance for an obvious 
reason - it does not take into the coinage the 
essential pun on ‘pride’. There are other ele-
ments in The Lion King that are lost a touch 
in translation, but the story of betrayal and 
retribution being what it is - simple and un-
cluttered - it cuts through most of the pitfalls 
without losing its essence.

Jon Favreau’s reworking of The Lion King, 
which sticks by and large to the old storyline, 
gives Simba’s growing-up phase more footage 

than it had in the original film. But before the 
audience gets to that point, it has to warm up 
to a snazzier version of the CGI techniques 
that the director employed with huge success 
in the remake of Disney’s The Jungle Book 
three years ago. The result of the virtual real-
ity technology than has gone into the making 
of The Lion King is undeniably impressive. 
But the film’s showy quality stays glued to 
the surface and never soars high enough to be 
able to keep up with the crescendo of Mufasa 
and his successor Simba’s roar.

The Jungle Book had one principal live-ac-
tion character; The Lion King has none. But 
the animated creatures seem - and feel - hu-
man. The animals in the film are so lifelike 
that they nearly erase the line separating 
computer animation and motion capture. 
The Lion King delivers a stream of stun-
ning images, action sequences and cho-
reographed set pieces. But in the process, 
which is focused more on dazzling the eye 
than warming the heart, it somehow sucks 
the air out of the narrative.

There no gainsaying that being just watch-
able and being watchable and emotionally 
engaging at the same time are two totally dif-
ferent things. The Lion King is clearly more of 
the former than the latter. Animals in the wild 
talk about the circle of life, the delicate nature 
of the innate linkages between all flora and 
fauna and the duties of a benevolent king to-
wards his subjects. While the figures mouth-
ing these lines are never less than believable, 
the language and the manner of the delivery 
do not always ring true.

Jon Favreau’s reworking of The Lion King, 
which sticks by and large to the old storyline, 
gives Simba’s growing-up phase more footage 
than it had in the original film. But before the 
audience gets to that point, it has to warm up 

to a snazzier version of the CGI techniques 
that the director employed with huge success 
in the remake of Disney’s The Jungle Book 
three years ago. The result of the virtual real-
ity technology than has gone into the making 
of The Lion King is undeniably impressive. 
But the film’s showy quality stays glued to 
the surface and never soars high enough to be 
able to keep up with the crescendo of Mufasa 
and his successor Simba’s roar.

The Jungle Book had one principal live-ac-
tion character; The Lion King has none. But 
the animated creatures seem - and feel - hu-
man. The animals in the film are so lifelike 
that they nearly erase the line separating 
computer animation and motion capture. 
The Lion King delivers a stream of stun-
ning images, action sequences and choreo-
graphed set pieces. But in the process, which 
is focused more on dazzling the eye than 
warming the heart, it somehow sucks the air 
out of the narrative.
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the former than the latter. Animals in the wild 

talk about the circle of life, the delicate nature 
of the innate linkages between all flora and 
fauna and the duties of a benevolent king to-
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the language and the manner of the delivery 
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Simba doesn’t however desist from his es-
capades and nearly perishes in a wildebeest 
stampede. He then loses his father, who is be-
trayed by his evil brother Scar (Ashish Vidy-
arthy). The cub grows up with a sense of guilt 
in the belief that he caused his father’s death. 
After years of whiling away his time with the 
wastrels Pumbaa and Timon, Simba is exhort-
ed first by Nala and then by Rafiki, the wise 
mandrill who is the shaman of Pride Lands, 
to return to his kingdom and save it from the 
ruin that Scar and his pack of hyenas have 
brought upon it.

The Lion King sways between the visual-
ly magnificent and the underwhelmingly se-
date. The vistas that stretch out deep into ev-
ery frame and the evocative movements that 
the animation conjures up are alluring, but 
the film fails to back them up with the kind 
of dramatic highs that might have helped the 
film to ascend to the dizzying heights that The 
Lion King of a quarter-century ago attained.

One takeaway from the Hindi dub of The 
Lion King: Aryan Khan sounds so much like 
SRK. He does a great job as the adult Simba 
but with not much humour written into a 
character that quickly ceases to be the fluffy, 
cuddly little creature of the early passages of 
the film, it is left to Shreyas Talpade and San-
jay Mishra to provide comic relief. But why 
does a film like The Lion King need relief of 
any kind? It does because in the last quarter 
of its two-hour run, if not elsewhere, it tends 
to hit a dull, perfunctory patch.

los Angeles, Jul 18 (Pti): “Game of 
Thrones” showrunners David Benioff and 
Dan B Weiss are not going to this year’s Com-
ic-Con, HBO has announced.

The network revealed an updated pan-

el line-up for the upcoming San Diego fan 
event on Wednesday, reported Entertain-
ment Weekly. 

Besides Benioff and Weiss, director Mi-
guel Sapochnik, and actors Iain Glen and Na-

thalie Emmanuel have also pulled out from 
the much-anticipated event.

Other “GOT” actors Nikolaj Coster-Wal-
dau, Maisie Williams, Jacob Anderson, John 
Bradley, Liam Cunningham, Conleth Hill and 

Isaac Hempstead Wright are 
still scheduled to attend.

The development comes 
a day after the hit HBO series 
broke its own record by gar-
nering a historic 32 Emmy 
nominations for the final sea-
son on Tuesday. 

Benioff and Weiss re-
ceived the nod for writing the 
much-debated series finale 
and Sapochnik for directing 
the Battle of Winterfell epi-

sode ‘The Long Night’. Comic-Con was expect-
ed to be the first public appearance by the 
showrunners since the divisive series finale 
aired in May.  No reason was given for the 
schedule change.

los Angeles, Jul 18 (Pti): 
Nick Robinson is set to make 
his Broadway debut with “To 
Kill a Mockingbird”.

Best known for his work in 
“Melissa & Joey” and “Jurassic 
World”, the actor will play Jem 
Finch in Aaron Sorkin’s adap-
tation of Harper Lee’s classic 

novel. Interestingly, Robinson 
played the same part in an ear-
lier stage version of the novel 
at Seattle’s Intiman Theatre 
when he was 12.

The play also stars Ed 
Harris in the iconic role of 
Atticus Finch. He came on 
board after Jeff Daniels’ de-

parture last November. The 
production is directed by Tony 
Award winner Bartlett Sher 
and backed by Scott Rudin. 

Both Harris and Robinson 
will begin performances with 
the remaining cast from No-
vember 5 at New York’s Shu-
bert Theatre.


