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Chasok Tongnam concludes at 
Saramsa with CM as chief guest

HOLIDAY FOR THIS SPECIAL FEST WILL BE SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED: GOLAY
REBYNA RANA
Gangtok, 17 Dec:

The three-day Chasok 
Tongnam celebra-

tions concluded today 
here at Saramsa near 
Ranipool with Chief Min-
ister, PS Tamang [Golay], 
as chief guest. 

The celebration 
was organised by Sukh-
im Yakthung Chasok 
Tongnam Lokchun [SYC-
TL].  Chasok Tongnam 
is a major festival of the 
Limboo community cel-
ebrating a good harvest.

The objective behind 
the mega event here was 
also to revive Limboo 
folk culture and preserve 
the indigenous knowl-
edge of ritual practises, 
faith and belief system of 
the community, the orga-
nizers inform.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the Chief Minister 
informed that the State 
Government was work-
ing on medical insurance 
cover for all the people.

“We are in the pro-
cess of delivering ‘system 
change’ in Sikkim and I 
appeal for support from 
the people of Sikkim; let 
us create a system which 
benefits everyone. We 
are also in the process 
of digitising all govern-
ment office work for the 
convenience of the peo-
ple. In this government, 
we want that the official 
works of the people to 
be processed and com-
pleted in time,” he an-
nounced.

The CM also stated 
that the SKM govern-
ment was in the process 
of fulfilling all the prom-
ises and programmes 
mentioned in the party’s 
election manifesto. 

“We have fulfilled 
most of the promises 
made to the government 
employees like releasing 
the 5th Pay Commission 
arrears in one install-
ment,” he stated.

The CM further an-

nounced to provide 
houses under the Sikkim 
Garib Awas Yojana for 
which an amount of Rs. 
16.85 crore has been set 
aside. House upgradation 
scheme [room extension 
plus furniture and TV] 
will also be provided, 
he added and informed 

that a Rs 16 crore bud-
get has been set aside 
for this scheme as well 
which aims to provide 
each beneficiary with Rs 
50,000 towards home 
upgradation.

Speaking to the Lim-
boo community, the CM 
contended that the pre-

vious government had 
hastily inaugurated the 
incomplete Sirijunga 
Statue project in West 
Sikkim and also short-
changed the community 
by reducing the height 
from 136 feet to 36 feet. 

“We will complete 
this project of making 

the statue 136 feet tall,” 
he said.

The Chief Minister 
also said that the State 
government was also 
working to address the 
issue of Sanskrit lan-
guage school teachers. 
“The previous govern-
ment had left the issue 

unresolved, our gov-
ernment will regularize 
the services of Sanskrit 
teachers at the earliest,” 
he announced.

Three eminent per-
sonalities – the Late Birkha 
Man Subba, SP Mangyung 
and BL Sawaden - were 
also felicitated for contri-
butions in their respec-
tive fields. 

The CM also released 
six books on the occa-
sion. Cultural dances 
were also presented by 
different communities on 
the occasion.

Earlier, SYCTL placed 
a demand seeking that 
Chasok Tongam be de-
clared a government hol-
iday so that it becomes 
a calendar event. This 
will help encourage 
the younger genera-
tion to participate in 
their traditional event 
and thus keep the Cha-
sok Tongam culture alive, 
they explained.
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life without internet, social media in Guwahati

Organisers invite Sikkimese to  Mechi 
Paryatan Mahotsav at Pathibhara

Nirbhaya case: 
CJI Bobde recuses 
from hearing 
convict’s plea 
seeking review 
of death penalty
New Delhi, Dec 17 (PTI): 
Chief Justice S A Bobde 
recused himself on Tues-
day from hearing the 
plea of convict Akshay 
Kumar Singh seeking 
review of the 2017 apex 
court judgment uphold-
ing his death penalty in 
the Nirbhaya gang rape-
and-murder case.

At the outset, a spe-
cial bench comprising 
CJI and Justices R Banu-
mathi and Ashok Bhu-
shan made it clear that 
review pleas has to be 
heard by another appro-
priate bench.

The CJI said one of 
his relatives had earlier 
appeared on behalf of the 
victim’s mother in the case
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Special summary 
revision of 
electoral rolls 
begins
Gangtok, 17 Dec [IPR]: 
The special summary re-
vision of photo electoral 
rolls with reference to 01 
Jan, 2020 as qualifying 
date will be held from 17 
Dec, 2019 to 15 Jan, 2020, 
Chief Electoral Officer 
(CEO), R Telang, informed 
a press conference today.

The conference was 
chaired by the CEO in pres-
ence of Special Secretary, 
RDD, Anil Raj Rai, who has 
been appointed by the Elec-
tion Commission of India as 
Roll Observer, Additional 
CEO, Roshni Rai and repre-
sentatives from recognised 
political parties along with 
the officials and staff from 
the office of CEO.

During this period, in-
clusion, deletion, correc-
tion and transfer of names 
in the electoral roll can be 
applied in Form 6, 7, 8 and 
8A. Eligible citizens who 
attain 18 years of age on 
or before 01 Jan, 2020 can 
apply for inclusion of their 
names in the electoral roll 
during the Special Sum-
mary Revision. 

Eligible citizens may 
also apply online on 
www.nvsp.in and for fur-
ther details may log in at 
www.ceosikkim.nic.in. 

He further mentioned 
that between 01 Sept to 30 
Nov, the Commission had 
conducted a special verifica-
tion drive of electors under 
the Electors Verification Pro-
gramme (EVP) during which 
100% of the electors were 
verified through House-to-
House verification by Booth 
Level Officers. 

It was observed that 
a large number of forms 
were received during EVP 
for deletion and correction 
which were disposed be-
fore the draft publication.

The Chief Electoral Of-
ficer further directed all 
the officials/ officers con-
cerned to comply with the 
instructions and directions 
of the Election Commission 
of India for Special Summa-
ry Revision of Electoral roll 
with reference to 01 Jan, 
2020 as the qualifying date. 

He also appealed all 
the recognised political 
parties to appoint Booth 
Level agents (BLA) in all 
polling booths to address 
their claims and objec-
tions before the Electoral 
Registration Officer lead-
ing to much transparency 
in the registration process. 

A copy of the draft Elec-
toral Roll has also been 
handed over to representa-
tives of political parties.

The CEO further in-
formed that the draft 
roll has been uploaded 
on www.ceosikkim.nic.in 
and the draft roll can also 
be inspected at the office 
of the Electoral Registra-
tion Officers of respective 
Assembly constituencies. 

Also, the CEO informed 
that the Roll Observer, Anil 
Raj Rai, can also be con-
tacted at 9593782919 for 
any redressal of grievanc-
es in case of any irregular-
ities during inclusion and 
deletion of names in the 
electoral roll.

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 17 Dec: 

The organizing com-
mittee of Pathibhara 

Marathon and Mechi Pa-
ryatan Mahotsav 2020 
has invited devotees 
and lay people from 
Sikkim attend the Ma-
hotsav to be held from 
21 to 25 December at a 
popular pilgrimage site, 
Pathibhara in Taplejung 
district of Nepal. 

The five-day festival, 
the organizers inform, will 
feature a series of national 
and international level re-
ligious, sporting, cultural 
and related events.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
convener of the organiz-
ing committee, Tara Nath 
Ghimire, informed that 
the committee has been 
organizing this festival 

for the last 18 years. 
Pathibhara is a pop-

ular pilgrimage site and 
also known for its natu-
ral beauty. 

Mr Ghimire added 
that Pathibhara has been 
receiving around 3 lakh 
tourists every year, of 
whom the fourth high-
est numbers were from 
Sikkim who arrive there 
mainly to offer prayers. 

“In this regard, we 

have come here to in-
vite pilgrims and people 
from Sikkim to be part of 
the Mahotsav. It will be a 
wonderful experience for 
them and an privilege for 
us,” he said. 

It is informed that the 
committee has also invited 
the Chief Minister PS Ta-
mang [Golay] to the festival.

Mr Ghimire informed 
that the festival will have 
a 5KM long Kalash Yatra 

at Taplejung Bazaar and 
an international marathon 
for men and women. 

He shared that the 
area is also home to many 
places of tourist interest 
offering majestic views 
of Khangchendzonga. 

The organizers have 
also arranged free trans-
portation for pilgrims from 
outside Nepal from Taple-
jung Bazaar to Pathibhara 
during the festival.

KUNAL DUTT
Guwahati, Dec 17 (PTI): Guwahati res-
ident Ali Akbar plays cards at home for 
amusement and does workouts in leisure 
time these days to beat boredom.

The good old deck of cards is back in 
vogue in many households in the city whose 
people have been living without mobile in-
ternet since December 11 evening.

“I used to play games online, or surf 
Facebook or browse YouTube for videos, but 
since mobile net is suspended, I have no op-
tion for online entertainment,” Akbar said.

In his late 20s, he works as a desk staffer 
at an economy hotel in Guwahati, and says, life 
becomes quite monotonous in this kind of job.

“Since, I cannot chat online with my 
friends while at home, I play cards with fam-
ily members or invite friends over to join 
us,” the Guwahati youth said.

This otherwise bustling city had been 
living under a curfew since December 11, 
which was lifted on Tuesday morning, as 
Guwahati appeared to limp back to normal 

life. The authorities late Monday had also 
told that broadband services were to be restored 
on Tuesday, however, they did not say anything 
on resumption of mobile internet services.

Thus cab aggregator services remained 
unavailable for commuters in Guwaha-
ti, with buses becoming a major source of 
transportation.

Internet services have been suspended 
in Guwahati since Wednesday evening to 
prevent misuse of social media in disturbing 
peace and tranquility as well as to maintain 
law and order, authorities had earlier said.

A staffer of a hotel in Hatigaon, who did not 
wish to be identified, said, “We have suffered a 
huge loss in the last one week, as people could 
not book hotels online”. “We have about 20 
rooms but only 4-5 been occupied daily since 
the curfew was clamped,” he said.

Many restaurant owners in the city, who 
have tied-up with food delivery services, 
also said, no internet, meant no online order, 
and so no earning from that platform.

Biswajit Barman, 28, a support engineer 

who works at Janata Bhawan here, said, 
“Life without internet has becoming dull in 
office and at home”.

“My job involves use of computer and ac-
cess to internet, so, I mostly sit around these 
days. Also, many government employees 
yesterday had observed satyagraha at my 
office, and did not work but spent time idly 
in office,” he said.

In a lighter vein, he also said that many 
youth in Guwahati are “addicted to PUB-G 
video game” but now they are off it, because 
of no internet in mobile phones.

“They see armoured men in virtual life 
while playing the game, but now, instead 
they have been seeing armed security forc-
es in the streets for the past one week,” he 
said with a smile.

“Having no internet is a loss, but at 
least people are talking to each other, at 
home and in public transport, otherwise 
they will have their necks buried in their 
phones,” Barman said.
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SU students reiterate anti-
CAA position, appeal against 
polticising of their position

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 17 Dec: 

Sikkim University Stu-
dents’ Association 

[SUSA] has urged all not 
to politicise SUSA’s protest 
against the Citizenship 
[Amendment] Act. At the 
same time, the association 
has also urged organisa-
tions and individuals not 
to do advocacy on behalf 
of SUSA and Sikkim Uni-
versity students.

The participation of 
Sikkim University stu-
dents at the SPYF an-
ti-CAA rally on 14 Dec 
is being seen as Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha as 
agent provocateurs from 
outside trying to insti-
gate trouble in Sikkim 
and SKM’s argument has 
come in for serious flak 
from several quarters 
since then.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
SUSA president, Mahesh 
Rai, stressed that SUSA 
was a non-political or-
ganisation and even its 
constitution restricts 
students from having po-
litical affiliations. 

He mentioned that 
SUSA has been protesting 
CAA and showing soli-
darity with students who 
have been facing brutal-
ity and attacks in differ-
ent parts of the country. 
He added that SUSA had 

organized its own protest 
against CAA on 14 Decem-
ber after which some stu-
dents of the university had 
participated in the SPYF 
rally in the “individual ca-
pacities.”

“Our students were 
neither part of the organ-
ising committee nor led 
the SPYF rally. We have 
just registered our pro-
test against the CAA,” Mr 
Rai clarified.

He stated that there 
was no planning or fund-
ing or any instigation from 
outside to protest the Act. 

He mentioned that 
SUSA and SU students 
have not participated in 
any unlawful activity.

Likewise, SUSA gen-
eral secretary, Nishant 
Chettri mentioned that 
Sikkim University has stu-
dents from different parts 
of the country and SUSA 
has been protesting the 
CAA right since the start. 

He mentioned that not 
only students from Assam 
but local students of Sik-
kim were equally repre-
sented in the SPYF rally. 

“Students from As-
sam have not been able 
to return home and reg-
ister their protest phys-
ically in their own state 
so they raised their voice 
against the Act strongly 
in the Gangtok rally,” he 
pointed out.
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Classifieds
GENERAL LAND FOR SALE

Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

FLAT FOR RENT/LEASE
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/

lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and 
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.

For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698
GENERAL LAND FOR SALE

General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 
at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 

Flat Land no cutting required. Price 30 Lakhs 
(negotiable).

Contact: 9800201335

LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

On this, the CM said the demand will be put up and 
a decision will be taken after consultations. 

“I must tell you that there are 365 days in a year 
and of these, 143 days are government holidays in-
cluding Saturdays and Sundays in Sikkim. That means 
39% of the year is a holiday, however, this festival is 
also important and if declared as a government hol-
iday, it will be an opportunity for the younger gener-
ation to take forward their major cultural event and 
keep it alive. I cannot say anything at the moment but 
will try to find a way. There are some days which have 
been declared as holidays unnecessarily, we can cut 
down such holidays or maybe we can have one Satur-
day as working day so that there are only three Satur-
days that are holidays in a month to accommodate the 
demand of Chasok Tongnam as a government holiday. 
We will come up with a solution and get back to you 
by March, he said.

Area MLA, Em Prasad Sharma, also addressed the 
gathering. 

Chasok Tongnam...

and observed that it would be appropriate that some 
other bench hear the review plea at 10:30 am.

Advocate A P Singh, appearing for Akshay, started 
his submission saying that the case in hand has suf-
fered political and media pressure and grave injustice 
has been done to the convict.

Nirbhaya case...

A large number of Assamese youth use social me-
dia platforms like Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp or on-
line entertainment services like Netflix and Amazon 
Prime.

Akbar said, he has subscribed to Netflix for online 
shows, but “TV is all I am watching these days, mostly 
news channels to learn about the protests”.

Guwahati has been the nerve-centre of the pro-
tests, and people, both men and women, old and young, 
have been agitating over the Citizenship Amendment 
Bill (CAB), now an Act (CAA), alleging that it is “highly 
polarising and anti-Constitutional” and “goes against 
the Assam Accord”.

In Goneshguri Market, vegetable vendors and fruit 
sellers hailed buyers as old Bollywood songs played 
on their mobile phones in the background.

“I have a smart phone but no use of it much now, 
as I can only make calls with it. We used to see news 
on mobile phones or watch something entertaining 
to while away time in absence of customers. Earlier, 
time used to fly, but, now time seems to stretch,” said 
37-year-old Raj Kumar, a fruit seller.

But, 48-year-old Upendrajit Kalita, who has been 
participating in the ongoing protests with full vigour, 
asked “Was there internet during independence 
movement or social media during Assam movement 
(1979-85)”.

“All long-drawn struggles should surmount all 
odds. Every day is a challenge for us, but we will re-
main unrelenting in pursuit for our rights,” he said.

life without...

Leadership and personality development 
workshop begins for NSS volunteers

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 17 Dec: 

A state-level capacity 
building programme 

for youth on “Leadership 
and Personality Develop-
ment Through Life Skills” 
was inaugurated by the 
Sports & Youth Affairs Min-
ister, Kunga Nima Lepcha, 
here at Paljor Stadium on 
Tuesday evening. 

The programme is 
being organized by Sik-
kim State National Ser-
vice Scheme Cell in col-
laboration with the NSS 
Cell of Guwahati.

The five-day resi-
dential programme is 
being attended by 150 
NSS volunteers from 75 
educational institutions 
from different parts of 
the State. 

The programme will 
include motivational 
talks and activities, life-
skill and personality 
development trainings, 
group discussions, de-

bates, yoga, zumba, cul-
tural and other activities 
conducted by experts 
and resource persons 
from different govern-
ment and non-govern-
mental organizations.

The Minister was 
accompanied to the in-
auguration by Secretary, 
SYA Department, Kuber 

Bhandari, and other offi-
cials of the department.

In his inaugural ad-
dress, the Minister urged 
participants to consistent-
ly work on the NSS theme, 
‘Not Me But You,’ to serve 
society in better manner. 

He observed that 
NSS volunteers can play 
a very important role in 

leading and educating 
their families and so-
ciety and contribute to 
the state and the nation 
building process. 

“I am seeing future 
leaders in different fields 
in every NSS volunteer,” 
he shared.

The Minister encour-
aged NSS volunteers to 

keep a clear aim in life 
and follow it with con-
fidence and determina-
tion. He invited them to 
take the full advantage of 
the camp and become in-
spiration for others.

Sports & Youth Af-
fairs Department Addi-
tional Director [NSS], 
Doma Tshering Bhutia, 

mentioned that such pro-
grammes will help youth 
address the challenges of 
their daily lives and moti-
vate them. 

She mentioned that 
the programme has ex-
perts, motivational speak-
ers and life skill trainers 
from different areas and 
expressed hope that the 
programme will help NSS 
volunteers lead their re-
spective areas and people 
in a better way.

The inaugural func-
tion was also addressed 
by Dewakar Basnet and 
Sapant Pradhan as mo-
tivational speakers. The 
inaugural function also 
included yoga and Zum-
ba sessions.

The inaugural func-
tion, which was con-
ducted by SYA Assistant 
Director, Pincho Bhutia, 
was concluded with vote 
of thanks proposed by 
State NSS Coodinator, 
Babita Chettri.

Rajbhasha Workshop organized by ICAR-NOFRI
Gangtok, 17 Dec [PIB]: 
ICAR-National Organic 
Farming Institute (NOF-
RI) organized a day long 
Hindi Workshop un-
der the Chairmanship 
of Joint Director, Dr RK 
Avasthe on 16 Dec, 2019 
for the staff members of 
the Institute and Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra, East Sik-
kim. Initiating the de-
liberation, Sr Technical 
Officer, Surendra Mohan 
Kandwal highlighted the 
objectives for organizing 
such Hindi workshop at 
this Institute. 

Further, he stated 
that every year we or-
ganize 4-5 Hindi Work-
shops on different topics 
related to implementa-
tion of Rajbhasha Hindi. 
During September to No-
vember 2019, number of 
programmes/events or-
ganized like Hindi Chet-
ana Mas (whole month 
of September 2019), 
Celebration of 150th 
Birth Anniversary Week 
of Rashtrapita Mahatma 
Gandhi from 28 Sept to 
02 Oct, 2019, Vigilance 
Awareness Week from 
28 Oct to 02 Nov, 2019, 
wherein the medium ad-
opted was Hindi.  

Additionally Scien-

tists of this Institute are 
writing   Popular Articles 
in Hindi and those have 
been published in the 
Journals published by the 
ICAR. Some of Extension 
materials have also been 
published in Nepali for 
the benefit of the farming 
community of Sikkim. 

Dr Rafiqul Islam, 
Principal Scientist deliv-
ered of a talk on “How 
to overcome from the 
Podium phobia”. During 
the talk he cited many 
examples to overcoming 
from the phobia in public 
speaking, as it is very es-
sential to have good ora-
tion quality for making 
any presentation. 

The interaction ses-

sion was organized for 
the participating staff 
members. He requested 
all the participants to 
make regular practice for 
delivery of a lecture be-
fore the audience of dif-
ferent size for perfection. 

The Vice Chairman 
of the Official Language 
Implementation Com-
mittee, Dr Raghavendra 
Singh emphasized on the 
keen interest of the staffs 
in adopting Hindi in their 
routine work and every 
efforts are being made 
by the Hindi Section for 
promotion of the Hindi at 
this Institute. 

He appealed to staff 
to get benefit by this 
Workshop. Sr Scientist, 

Dr Ashish Yadav revealed 
some of historical as-
pects of Rajbhasha Hin-
di and its gradual prog-
ress in the Society. Head 
(I/C) of Krishi Vigyan Ken-
dra, Dr PK Pathak high-
lighted the constitutional 
status of Rajbhasha Hindi 
and its role for National 
Integration. 

CTO, S Verma has 
also offered his views. 
The workshop was co-
ordinated by Sr Techni-
cal Officer, SM Kandwal, 
Member Secretary, offi-
cial Language Implemen-
tation Committee. At the 
end the programme the 
vote of thanks proposed 
by Scientist of the Insti-
tute, Dr Chandan Kapoor.

SRP unconvinced by SKM and BJP 
assurances on Citizenship law

regional outreach Bureau event in darj
Gangtok, 17 Dec [PIB]: Regional Outreach Bureau, 
Siliguri, organized a two-day Integrated Outreach Pro-
gramme at Hayden Hall, Darjeeling, on 16 and 17 Dec. 

On day-one, the programme was correlated with 
Swachh Bharat, Plastic Free India, Ek Bharat Shrestha 
Bharat and on Jal Shakti. 

The Programme was coordinated with the Nehru Yuva 
Kendra, Darjeeling, State ICDS Department, Health Depart-
ment, ASHA, Anganwadi Workers, SHG’s from various sector. 

As a package of the programme the Bureau organized a 
Public Meeting, Photo Exhibition on Swachh Bharat, Plastic 
Free India, Jal Shakti and on Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat also 
exhibits the cut out models of  Mahatma Gandhi, on  Swa-
chh Bharat Mission and on Jal Shakti.

During the IOP as a chief guest, Father Paul Desu-
za, Director, Hayden Hall Darjeeling, inaugurated the 
Stalls  of various Departments along with the Photo 
Exhibition and various cut-outs  related to Swachh 
Bharat, Plastic Free India and on Jal Shakti.

Among the Speaker as a resource Person Social 
Workers, Om Narayan Gupta while delivering his re-
markable speech on Ek  Bharat Shrestha Bharat, he 
opined that on the occasion of the National Unity 
day (Rashtriya Ekta Diwas), the Birth Anniversary of 
Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel, he said that the main pur-
pose of the scheme is to enrich and enhance the tra-
ditional and culture of the country, which launched  
an initiative to boost the cultural connection between 
the states and union territories of the country, which 
help to enhance the interaction between the peoples 
of different Regions. Further he state that through this 
scheme one state of the country will connect to the 
other states on an annual basis to promote the rich 
tradition of each other by organizing various events.

Health Instructor, Sister Changku, Hayden hall Hos-
pital, while speaking on health and Hygiene she said 
that Health is the normal and healthy state of the body. 

Which are a great source of peace and happiness. Health 
refers to a healthy state of mind and a body physically fir 
to have no disorder. Again on Hygiene which she refers 
as the good practices to survive that prevent disease ul-
timately lead to good health especially, cleanliness, prop-
er disposal of waste water and drinking water supply. 
In her speech she  said that a healthy human being can 
enjoy a life in everywhere/way. Where as a unhealthy 
being lives a miserable life. Again she stressed that we 
should prepare our food in cast iron frying pan instead 
of Non- stick frying pan as she said. 

From WWF, Ms Meghna, while speaking on Plastic 
free India she opined that Single use plastic material 
which is a major causes of the environmental pollu-
tion. Since Plastic is a non-biodegradable which can stay 
in our earth for more than 100 years polluting immense-
ly. So it has become very essential to ban the single use 
plastic before it ruins our environment completely. 
So   as a part of break free from plastic movement, we 
believe in world where the land, sky, oceans and water 
are home to an abundance of life, not the abundance 
of plastic, and where the air we breathe, the water we 
drink and the food we eat is free of toxic by-products of 
plastic pollution. So we could make it possible by taking 
active part in the awareness campaign against the use of 
plastics. The mass gathering was curious about the Eco 
Brick they saw and knew first time with the aegis of 
this Exhibition on Plastic Free.

While Deepa Sharma, (Swachh Bharat Mission) 
DRDS, Gorkhaland Territorial Administration, West Ben-
gal, speaking on Jal Shakti-In her speech she said that 
inspiring by our Prime Minister, which is lead to water 
conservation campaign and is most important subject 
for the inhabitants of Darjeeling. The campaign will fo-
cus on Integrated demand and a supply –side manage-
ment of water at the local level including creation of lo-
cal infrastructure for source sustainability by using Rain 

Water Harvesting, ground water recharge and manage-
ment of house hold waste e water for re-use. It also focus 
on creating or renovating structures for rain water and 
waste water harvesting which will ultimately regulated 
the water use and saving measures.

Further while speaking on Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion, she said that  A clean India would be the best 
tribute India could pay to Mahatma Gandhi on his 150 
Birth Anniversary in 2019. As she said the Quote of 
Mahatma Gandhi that “ Swachhta is more important 
than Freedom”. As our place in free from open defe-
cation where the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan is the most 
significant cleanliness campaign by the Govt. of India, 
leading the mass movement for cleanliness to fulfill 
Mahatma Gandhi’s dream.

Appreciating the programme father Paul Desuza, Di-
rector, in his speech urges to organize more such aware-
ness campaign in his places in near future. During the 
Programme as a live Performance the Local entertain-
ment groups had performed various dance and play to 
make entertainment for  the gathering, which witnessed 
a huge enthusiasm among the masses.

The second day commenced with the welcome 
address by the organisers i.e. ROB, Siliguri. Later, a Sit & 
Draw competition on Swachh Bharat was held on the dais 
where as many as fifty competitors including students 
participated. Local live entertainment programmes folk 
dance and songs were taken place during the course of 
programmes. Among the Resource Persons DRDS, Deepa 
Sharma, Gorkhaland Territorial Administration , West Ben-
gal commenting the quote “health is the ultimate wealth” 
and spoke about the hygiene  and use of napkins and prop-
er toilets. After than a Quiz competition was organized 
among the gathering and prizes i.e. jute bag and mathe-
matical instruments for the students were awarded 
to all the participants. The day’s programme was con-
cluded with Vote of Thanks by the ROB.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 17 Dec: 

Sikkim Republican Par-
ty president, KB Rai, 

today claimed that Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Act 
has already been imple-
mented in Sikkim and that 
unlike being claimed by 
SKM, Article 371F cannot 
stop CAA from the State. 

He stressed that the 
State government should 
either push strongly to 
bring Sikkim under the 
Inner Line Permit regime 
or secure tribal status for 
the leftout communities 
to make Sikkim a Tribal 
State and get automatic 
protection from the Act.

Addressing a press 
conference, Mr Rai stated 
that the recent press state-
ment of the Political Secre-
tary to the CM, Jacob Khal-
ing, was not satisfactory. 
He pointed out that while 
Article 371F can protect 
the old laws of Sikkim, it 
cannot stop Indian citi-
zens from living in Sikkim.

Mr Rai mentioned 

that the CAA has already 
been implemented in 
the State since there is 
no specific mention in 
the Act saying otherwise 
hence Article 371F can-
not stop Indians from liv-
ing here and in the long 
run this will reduce the 
original inhabitants of 
Sikkim into minority. 

He fears that there 
is the possibility of 
increased influx into 
Sikkim and the political 
rights of the Sikkimese 
will eventually drain 
away.   

Sikkim Gorkha Jaga-
ran Sangh president, Bal-
bir Tamang, also raised 
similar fears questions 
at the press conference 
as did Raj Gadaily from 
Gorkha Apex Committee. 

“We cannot trust the 
verbal assurances of BJP, 
SKM or any other polit-
ical party on the CAA so 
now the people need to 
come forward to protest 
peacefully against the 
act,” he said.

DU students hold anti-CAA protest
New Delhi, Dec 17 (PTI): 
A section of Delhi Universi-
ty (DU) students on Tues-
day protested against the 
amended citizenship law 
and condemned the police 
crackdown on Jamia Mil-
lia Islamia students. The 
protest was organised by 
the Left-backed All India 
Students’ Association and 
women’s collective Pin-
jra Tod, who claimed that 
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad (ABVP) activists 
targeted “women wearing 
hijab”, a charge denied by 
the RSS-affiliate.

According to a mem-
ber of Pinjra Tod, there 
were around 400 stu-
dents who participated 
in the anti-CAA protest 
and they held a march 
from the DU arts faculty 
to the Vishwavidyalaya 
Metro Station.

Police had placed bar-
ricades between the pro-
testers from Pinjra Tod 
and the ABVP, which was 
holding a demonstration 
in favour of the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act, 
she said.

“The ABVP was delib-
erately targeting Muslim 
students. Women in hijab 
and men with beards were 
targeted in the protest 
against the Citizenship 
Act. “Two female students 
and a male student filed 
complaints at the Maurice 
Nagar police station,” the 
Pinjra Tod’s member said.

However, ABVP 
state media in-charge 
Ashutosh Singh denied 
the allegations and said 
his organisation’s pro-
test had ended even be-
fore the anti-CAA pro-
test began.  
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Bibek chettri wins aurora Badminton tournament
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 17 Dec:

Bibek Chettri of Central Pendam lifted 
the Men’s Singles trophy beating Ad-

itya Pariyar of Singtam, East Sikkim, in 
straight sets to win the Aurora Badminton 
Tournament held at Sikkim Distilleries 
auditorium in Rangpo, East Sikkim, 

today.Principal, Singtam Senior Sec-
ondary School, KB Chettri, graced the 
occasion as chief guest accompanied 
by executive members of Badminton 
Association of Rangpo.

Likewise, Aron Pradhan from Bar-
dang won the U-16 Single’s beating Pintu 
Gupta of Singtam, while SM Rai pairing 

with Pawan Sharma clinched the Men’s 
Doubles, Suresh Prasad pairing with Anil 
Sherpa won the Veterans’ Doubles and 
Amartya Gurung from ACF Fitness, Majhi-
tar was conferred the Best Player Trophy. 

The tournament was conducted under 
the technical guidance of Badminton As-
sociation of Rangpo.

Heaven Dance Institute reopens in Rangpo

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 17 Dec:

After a four-year gap, 
the Heaven Dance In-

stitute was re-inaugurated 
at Rangpo in a new look 
and with new vision today, 
a press release informs. 

Sikkim Bihari Jagran 
Manch central commit-
tee president, Swami-
nath Prasad, was pres-
ent as chief guest and 

inaugurated the institute 
in the presence of SBJM 
Rangpo Branch President, 
Sukdev Prasad, JP Singh, LM 
Khawas, Devanand Agarw-
al, Santosh Agarwal, Lions 
Club International 322 F 
Region Chairman, Namita 
Chettri, Deepa Khawas, Si-
tal Pradhan, Jony Rai, Deep-
ak Gurung and others. 

Choreographer of the 
institute, Bishnu Suman, 

mentioned that classes 
will run regularly accord-
ing to the requirements 
of the students and with 
a clear aim to provide 
students national and in-
ternational platforms. 

The chief guest made 
special mention of Bish-
nu Suman, congratulat-
ing him for resuming 
classed and assured sup-
port from his side as well. 

Age-old rainwater harvesting tech improved 
to make lives better in arid Rajasthan

AMITAvA ROY
Jodhpur (Rajasthan), 
Dec 17 (PTI): The lives 
of most of the 1.5 crore 
population of arid west-
ern Rajasthan have 
changed for the better af-
ter an age-old method of 
rainwater harvesting has 
been improved and em-
ployed there effectively, 
an official said here on 
Tuesday.

The ‘tanka’ storage 
system - the method 
of collecting rainwater 
from a catchment area 
and storing it in a ‘tanka’ 
(underground tanks) - is 
unique to this part of the 
country.

The water-scarce 
desert and arid region, 
which used to suffer 
from droughts frequent-
ly, has benefited from the 
system which has been 
improved by an institute 
under the Indian Council 
of Agricultural Research 
(ICAR).

People in the districts 

of Jodhpur, Jaisalmer, 
Barmer, Nagaur, Bikaner 
and Churu in the Thar 
desert now have access 
to stored water through-
out the year, Jodhpur Dis-
trict Magistrate Prakash 
Rajpurohit said.

“Most of the 1.5 crore 
population in the region 
have benefited from con-
structing tankas in their 
households through the 
NREGA programme, in 
which 100 per cent fund-
ing is provided by the 
government,” Rajpurohit 
told a group of visiting 
journalists.

While the Centre 
bears 60 per cent of the 
approximate Rs 1.2 lakh 
cost for construction of a 
tanka for a single house-
hold, the rest 40 per cent 
is borne by the state gov-
ernment, he said.

“With an average 
rainfall of 350 mm annu-
ally, the region needs to 
store rainwater as much 
as possible and the tanka 

system has proved to be 
a boon for the purpose,” 
the district magistrate 
said.

In Jodhpur district, a 
total of 3005 tankas were 
constructed at a cost of 
around Rs 75 crores from 
April 1, 2018 to January 
1, 2019, an official said.

In a four-decade-
long research, the Jodh-
pur-based Central Arid 
Zone Research Institute 
(CAZRI) has perfected 
the technology of tanka 
construction for various 
types of users, a CAZRI 
spokesman said.

The CAZRI which 
functions under the aegis 
of the ICAR has devel-
oped an improved design 
of tanka for capacities 
varying between 5000 li-
tres for individual capac-
ity and 6 lakh litres for 
community use, he said.

Improved tankas are 
built mainly of stones, 
cement and concrete, the 
spokesman said.

Crowds back as NEUFC gear 
up to host Bengaluru FC

Guwahati, Dec 17 (PTI): 
NorthEast United FC will 
host Bengaluru FC in 
the Indian Super League 
(ISL) here on Wednesday, 
as both sides look to re-
gain their momentum.

The match, at the 
Indira Gandhi Athlet-
ic Stadium, was earlier 
supposed to be held be-
hind closed doors due 
to unrest in the region 
following the passage of 
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Bill.

However, the ISL later 
said in a statement that 
the game will be open to 
spectators.

NorthEast United 
FC are coming into this 
game off a 3-0 loss to 
ATK at home and are now 
winless in three matches. 
Not only was it their first 
defeat of the season, but 
they also lost their star 
striker Asamoah Gyan to 
injury in that game.

“It was very bad for us. 
That was the worst match 
we played. We never 
played so badly before. We 
have to forget that day and 
continue working hard,” 
NorthEast coach Robert 
Jarni said.

The Highlanders 
will again be without 
the prolific Ghanaian on 
Wednesday. Gyan, who 
has three goals to his 
name, has been crucial to 
NorthEast setup so far.

Without the former 
Premier League star, 
their attacking threat 

goes down a few notches 
and the other forwards 
will have their task cut 
out against a formidable 
Bengaluru defence which 
has conceded the least in 
the league. However, Jar-
ni would have had some 
time to formulate a plan 
of attack without Gyan, 
given that NorthEast 
have had a 10-day break 
after their last game, ow-
ing to the postponement 
of their home tie against 
Chennaiyin FC.

The return of Uru-
guayan attacking mid-
fielder Federico Gallego 
in place of Maximiliano 
Barreiro also helps boost 
the Highlanders’ attack. 
Gallego, who contrib-
uted four goals and as 
many assists last season, 
makes his ISL return af-
ter suffering a leg break 
coincidentally against 
Bengaluru FC last season.

NorthEast’s defence 
has not been in great 
form of late, conceding 
six goals in three match-
es. The defence, led by 
Kai Heerings, need to 
step up to the task.

“The game is difficult. 
We know that Bengaluru 
is one of the best teams in 
India but we saw that the 
game was open in Bengal-
uru. We had the possibility 
to win and the same for 
tomorrow, so who knows 
what will happen tomor-
row (Wednesday),” said 
Jarni. Bengaluru FC come 
into this game after see-

ing their unbeaten start 
to the season come to an 
end against Mumbai City 
FC who won 3-2, thanks to 
an injury-time goal from 
Rowllin Borges.

However, despite the 
three goals they shipped 
on Sunday, Bengaluru 
have conceded only five 
goals so far this season 
and are the best defen-
sive unit in the ISL by far.

It is the attack that 
should worry Carles Cuad-
rat though. Apart from 
Sunil Chhetri, none of the 
attackers seems to be in 
form. Ashique Kuruniyan 
is yet to open his account 
for the season and has put 
in some below-par perfor-
mances so far.

“Last year we were 
champions but we lost an 
important player (Miku). 
We have been unlucky 
about the situation now. 
Ashique is with 0 assists 
and 0 goals and Udanta 
only one goal.

“So, of course, we 
have problems that way 
but at the same time we 
work in a way where they 
help us defensively,” ex-
plained Cuadrat.

In their four away 
matches so far, Bengalu-
ru have scored just three 
goals and their shot ac-
curacy and conversion 
rates have been disap-
pointing. They are also 
struggling to score from 
open play. Four of their 
last five goals have come 
from set-pieces. 

Mammootty, Dulquer raise 
their voice against CAA

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Dec 17 (PTI): As pro-
tests continued against 
the amended Citizen-
ship Act, top Malayalam 
actor Mammootty on 
Tuesday said the country 
can forge ahead as a na-
tion only when one rises 
above caste, creed and 
religious considerations.

“We can forge ahead 
as a nation only when we 
rise above caste, creed, 
religion and other con-
siderations.

Anything against 
such a spirit of togeth-
erness is to be discour-
aged,” Mammootty wrote 
in his official Facebook 
Page though he did not 
explicitly mention the 
controversial Act.

Kerala had made 
headlines on Monday 
when the ruling CPI(M)-
led Left Democratic 
Front and the opposi-
tion United Democratic 

Front, spearheaded by 
the Congress, came to-
gether against the CAA 
and the Centre.

Echoing similar 
views, Mammootty’s son 
and actor Dulquer Sal-
man in a post said: “Sec-
ularism, democracy and 
equality are our birth-
right and we must resist 
any attempt to destroy it.

However, do remem-
ber that our tradition is 
that of Ahimsa and non-vi-
olence. Protest peacefully 
and stand up for a better 
India. #longlivesecularism 
#unitedwestand,” the ‘Zoya 
Factor’ actor posted.

Many Malayalam 
actors, including Prith-
viraj, Parvathy, Tovino, 
Kunchacko Boban and 
Amala Paul have taken to 
social media to express 
their views against the CAA 
and the police action on 
students of Jamia Millia Is-
lamia university in Delhi.

Workshop held on Livestock and 
Poultry Management and Production

Gangtok, 17 Dec [IPR]: 
A workshop on “Live-
stock and Poultry Man-
agement and Production” 
was held at the Animal 
Husbandry Department 
Training Centre here at 
Sokeythang today.

Secretary of AH&VS, 
SB Subba, was present 
as the chief guest ac-
companied by Director 
[Piggery], Dr Sangay 
Dorjee Bhutia, Director 
[Poultry], DK Pradhan, 
members of self help 
groups, officials and staff 
of AH&VS. Dr Anju Nay-
ak, Dr S Nagar, Dr PP Soni 
were guests from outside 
the State.

The Secretary in-
formed that this was the 
first time in the Govern-
ment of Sikkim that such 
a galaxy of scholars and 
scientists were partici-
pating in a daylong work-
shop. 

He thanked the re-
source person and other 
specialists who had come 
from afar to share their 

knowledge and experi-
ence with livestock farm-
ers here and called on the 
gathering to extract the 
maximum benefit from 
various strategies, man-
agement tips, dynamics 
of supply and demand, 
quality of productivity, 
stability of rates in the 
products and byproducts 
shared by the resource 
persons.

The resource persons 
for the day were Regis-
trar & Dean (PGS), Prof 
Dr PK Shukla, Head, De-
partment of Poultry Sci-
ence, DUVASU Mathura, 
UP; Director Extension, 
Dr Sunil Nayak, NDVSU & 
Prof & Head Department 
of Animal Nutrition Co V 
Sc & AH Jabalpur (MP); 
Regional Manager South 
Central Asia ( SCA) Dr 
Jitendra Verma; and As-
sociate Prof & Head De-
partment of veterinary 
Microbiology, Dr Anju 
Nayak, College of Veteri-
nary Science and Animal 
Husbandry, Jabalpur.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, 
criticise, run down, even appreciate 
if they like something in this paper. 
Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in 
this newspaper (who are fair game), 
will have to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or initiate 
a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Say No to DUI
Tearing hurry and powerful vehicles already 

make a bad enough cocktail 

Name change has done nothing to make the 
highway any safer, not that it was ever in-

tended to have such an effect. Driving along NH-
10 continues to be as scary as it was negotiating 
the stretch when it was NH-31A.  The experience 
gets all that more unnerving early in the morning 
or towards dusk, especially if one is driving into 
Gangtok. Even as the engine tries to warm up suf-
ficiently to run smoothly on hill roads, mainline 
jeeps thunder down the highway in collective 
tearing hurry. Trucks are still on the roads rushing 
to make it to Gangtok before their entry time ends 
and the vehicles that race down from the capital, 
headed for Siliguri and South and West Sikkim 
destinations appear to running on aviation fuel. 
Frozen expressions on the faces of the passengers 
and the grim determination on the faces of ex-
tremely young drivers leaves one cold, wondering 
whether the easy availability of vehicle loans for 
such powerful vehicles is really such a good idea 
for Sikkim. Thankfully, the number of accidents 
on Sikkim roads has seen a noticeable drop in re-
cent months, but that is still no indication that the 
roads are any safer. They can’t happen until the 
drivers are better trained and have packed in at 
least some experience.

Thankfully, the problems of fog and haze have 
still not set in, but what is still reason for wor-
ry is the picnic season that will now set in with 
the New Year. Picnic revelers for passengers and 
the boisterousness that a daylong outing can in-
fuse are not the most conducive elements for safe 
driving. If the driver has been a part of the picnic 
celebrations, then the worries multiply. In this 
regard, it is time that the practice of including a 
sober driver in every carpool becomes a neces-
sity. Any drive around the hills after dark carries 
a very high probability to getting brushed, or at 
least nearly run off the road, by vehicles powered 
by a disdain for safety that only alcohol and/ or 
drugs can induce. No, let’s not have the cops start 
ambushing drivers with their breath-analyser 
toys because that is too much of nuisance and 
invariably ineffective because of the selective na-
ture of policing. Instead, a campaign by the young 
and supported by the establishments that they 
frequent should be attempted. Let the process be-
gin from there, and once the model works, it will 
begin making sense to a wider network of drivers 
and passengers. Once that happens, at least one 
aspect of irresponsible driving habits would have 
been taken care of and then the focus can shift to 
other challenges.

Remember, hill roads can be cruel, a slight mis-
take and momentary lapse of concentration and 
one is not even left with a lifetime to repent. Such 
loss is pointless and easily avoidable. 

In India’s Assam, a solidarity network has emerged 
to help those at risk of becoming stateless

the science of gift wrapping explains why sloppy is better
ERICK M. MAS
theconversation.com

They say appearances can be de-
ceiving. In the case of gift giving, 

they might be right.
Consumers spend billions of dol-

lars a year on wrapping gifts, in most 
cases to make their presents look as 
good as possible. This includes mon-
ey spent on paper, boxes, ribbon and 
pretty bows.

While some people are particu-
larly skilled at gift wrapping – with 
the perfect folds, carefully tied ribbons 
and bows – others aren’t quite cut out 
for it, and apparently would prefer 
washing dishes or cleaning the house.

Two colleagues and I wondered 
whether all that time and effort is actu-
ally worth it. Does a beautiful presenta-
tion actually lead to a better-liked gift? 
Or is it the other way around?

SLOPPY VERSUS NEAT
In a paper recently published by 

the Journal of Consumer Psychology, 
University of Nevada, Reno profes-
sors Jessica Rixom and Brett Rixom 
and I conducted three experiments to 
explore the impact of gift wrapping.

In the first experiment, we re-
cruited 180 university students to 
come to a behavioral lab in Miami to 
participate in a research study de-
scribed as an extra credit exercise. 
Upon arrival, each student was given 

an actual gift as a token of apprecia-
tion for their participation.

The gift was a coffee mug with 
the logo of one of two NBA basket-
ball teams, the local Miami Heat or 
rival Orlando Magic, handed out at 
random. We knew that every par-
ticipant was a fan of the Heat based 
on a prior survey – and that they ex-
plicitly didn’t support the Magic. The 
purpose was to ensure that we were 
giving half of the students a desirable 
gift, while the other half received 
something they did not want.

Finally, half of the gifts were 
wrapped neatly, while the rest looked 
slapdash.

After unwrapping, participants 
evaluated how much they liked their 
gifts. We found that those who received 
a sloppily wrapped gift liked their pres-
ent significantly more than those who 
received a neatly wrapped gift – re-
gardless of which mug they got.
MANAGING EXPECTATIONS

To understand why, we recruited 
another set of students and asked 
them to view an image of either a 
neatly or sloppily wrapped gift and 
report their expectations about it pri-
or to seeing what was inside.

Participants were then told to 
imagine opening the gift – which for 
everyone was a pair of JVC earbuds – 
and rate their actual attitudes toward 
it, allowing us to compare whether it 

matched their expectations or not.
Results showed that expectations 

were significantly higher for the neat-
ly wrapped gifts compared with slop-
pily wrapped ones. However, after the 
reveal, participants receiving the neat-
ly wrapped gift reported that it failed 
to live up to their expectations, while 
those who got the sloppily wrapped 
gift said it surpassed their expectations.

This suggests that people use the 
wrapping as a cue to how good the gift 
will be. Neat wrapping sets the bar for 
the gift too high, intimating that it will 
be a great present. Sloppy wrapping, 
on the other hand, sets low expecta-
tions, suggesting it’ll be a bad gift.

So a sloppily wrapped gift leads 
to pleasant surprise, while one that’s 
neat-looking results in disappointment.
FRIENDS vERSUS ACQUAINTANCES

In our third and final experiment, 
we wanted to zero in on whether this 
effect depended on the relationship 
between the gift-giver and recipient. 
Does it matter if the giver is a close 
friend or just an acquaintance?

We surveyed a nationally repre-
sentative sample of 261 adults and 
asked them to imagine being at a par-
ty with a secret gift exchange. At ran-
dom, participants viewed images and 
imagined receiving either a neatly or 
sloppily wrapped gift. This time, we 
instructed half of them to imagine the 
gift was from a close friend, while the 

other half believed it came from an 
acquaintance. Then we revealed the 
gift and asked them to rate it.

When it came from a close friend, 
recipients ended up liking the sloppi-
ly wrapped gift more, just like in our 
other experiments. However, when 
the gift came from an acquaintance, 
recipients preferred it when it was 
neatly wrapped. This occurs because 
these participants used the wrapping 
as a cue to how much the gift-giv-
er values their relationship – rath-
er than to signal what’s inside. Neat 
wrapping implies the giver values 
their relationship.
A PLEASANT SURPRISE

So if you’re stressing over gift 
wrapping this holiday season, con-
sider saving yourself time, effort and 
money by wrapping your friends’ and 
family’s gifts haphazardly.

But if you’re planning to give a gift 
to someone you don’t know quite as 
well – a work colleague, for example – 
it’s probably worth it to show you put 
in some effort to make it look good 
with all of the neat folds, crisp edges 
and beautiful bows.

I, for one, am taking these results 
to heart. From now on, I’ll only wrap 
my wife’s gifts sloppily so she’ll al-
ways be pleasantly surprised no mat-
ter how good – or bad – the gift is. 

[the writer is Postdoctoral Fellow 
in Marketing, Vanderbilt University]

ANURADHA SEN MOOKERjEE
theconversation.com

The state of Assam in India is currently burning 
with violent protests against a new citizenship 

law passed by both houses of the Indian parlia-
ment in early December.

The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) will 
ease the Indian citizenship process for undocu-
mented migrants in India who come from Pakistan, 
Afghanistan and Bangladesh – but only for those 
who are not Muslim, undermining the promise of 
equality by the Indian Constitution. The interna-
tional community criticised the new law, with the 
UN High Commissioner of Human Rights calling it 
“fundamentally discriminatory”.

Since its parliamentary approval on December 
12, the law has triggered massive protests across 
India including in the capital Delhi.
CONCERNS IN ASSAM

Assam is directly affected by the new law. It sig-
nificantly undermines the National Register of Cit-
izens (NRC), a listing process that has been under-
way in Assam since 2015 through which residents 
have to prove their claim to citizenship based on 
documentary evidence. The NRC is designed to up-
date a first list conducted as an all-India exercise in 
1951 to combat illegal immigration flows, primari-
ly from neighbouring Bangladesh.

More than 1.9 million people in Assam – many 
of whom are Muslim – have failed to make it onto the 
NRC’s final list which was published on August 31. 
They now face the risk of statelessness. But at the 
same time, the large numbers of Hindus who were 
excluded in the NRC system can now become Indian 
citizens under the CAA. The way the CAA is written 
makes way for Indian citizenship of all non-Muslims 
who lived in certain areas of Assam, such as the Brah-
maputra Valley, before or on December 31 2014, even 
if they don’t have documentary evidence, and while 
rendering Muslims stateless. It contradicts the cut-off 
date for inclusion used by the NRC, which was mid-
night on March 24 1971.

For the protesters on Assam’s streets, the CAA 
gives legal rights to the large numbers of undoc-
umented Bengali-speaking Hindus who have mi-
grated from Bangladesh since 1971 and also those 
currently excluded by the NRC.

Their fear is twofold. First, indigenous As-
samese feel that with the inclusion of the Bengali 
speaking Hindus by the CAA, the composite num-
ber of Bengali speaking people (both Hindus and 
Muslims) will outnumber the Assamese speaking 
people in the state. Census data shows that the As-
samese-speaking people in the state declined from 
58% of the population in 1991 to 48% in 2011. Sec-
ond, the Muslims both excluded by NRC and those 
who have migrated later, risk becoming stateless.

A jOURNEY TO THE PAMPARA CHAR
I’ve seen up close the damage the NRC process 

has had on communities in Assam. In mid-Novem-
ber, I visited the state with the Indian peace activist 
Harsh Mandar and several others as part of an initia-
tive called Karwan e Mohabbat, a human caravan of 
peace, justice, solidarity and consciousness as part of 
my research on citizenship in the Indian borderlands.

We visited the homes of people who have been 
excluded from the NRC, particularly from the Muslim 
community in Lower Assam districts. We listened and 
learned about their experiences of trauma, suffering 
and hopelessness with the filing of their documents 
and how they are coping with their exclusion. 

Among the people we met in the Barpeta dis-
trict of Lower Assam were inhabitants of the Chars, 
low-lying temporary sand islands formed by silt 
deposition and erosion. These sand bars, which 
emerge and submerge in the river beds of Assam’s 
Brahmaputra river, are uniquely vulnerable to di-
sasters such as floods and cyclones. 
WILD GRASS, THATCHED HUTS AND DIS-
TRESSED RESIDENTS

The Pampara Char is a barren wasteland, with 
wild grass growing all over the place and houses 
that looked like temporary huts. The only brick 
building, which was freshly painted in white and blue, 
was the primary school. It stood distinct from the other 
houses and seemed sparingly used. The people, tough-
ened by poverty and harsh ecology, were left distraught 
by their experience of the NRC and gathered around 
Harsh Mandar and other social activists to share their 
suffering and tales of horror about the registration 
process. Many had to go through repeated verification 
across different drafts of the list. 

I observed deep anxiety among the people we 
met, such as the aggrieved 54-year-old Khaled 
Ali. Illiterate and landless, Ali is a river fisherman 
who sometimes also works as a daily wage labour-
er. Like many others he received a notice in early 
August that he and his 18 other family members 
needed to submit more documents or they would 
be excluded from the final NRC list. Their names 
had been included in two previous versions.

A reverification hearing was scheduled for the 
next day in the distant town of Golaghat, which is 
460km away from the Pamapara Char. Overnight, 
Ali raised a loan of 30,000 Indian rupees (US$424 
or €383) to travel to Golaghat, with all his family 
members and two witnesses in a hired bus. After 
an 18-hour trip, they reached Golaghat and were 
received by local civil society activists who ar-
ranged for them to camp at a community centre 
and also helped them to submit their documents.

After their reverification hearing, Ali and his 
family members found themselves excluded in the 
final NRC list. While they have 120 days to appeal 
against their exclusion, his wife lamented that they 

lack the money to produce more documents from 
paralegals to support their cases before the appeal 
deadline on December 29. Meanwhile, a distraught 
Ali told us that he still has a loan of 14,000 rupees 
(US$198 or €178) to repay.

COMPLEX DOCUMENTATION PROCESS
For marginal and illiterate residents of the 

Chars such as Ali, the NRC and the process of prov-
ing citizenship has become a very stressful and 
expensive burden. As we found out during our 
home visits, a new parallel economy of document 
production has flourished. Paralegals charged any-
where between 500 to 1,000 Rupees for each docu-
ment, a very large sum for these poor people.

The highly complex documentation process, 
which includes requirement for family trees and res-
idency documents dating back to before March 24 
1971, is also to blame for the exclusion of large num-
bers of people from the final NRC register. The pro-
cess is extremely insensitive to the difficulties of the 
large mass of illiterate and poverty-stricken popula-
tions who are finding it very difficult to make sense of 
how to navigate registration on their own.

Processes of verification and reverification 
have been implemented in a way that firmly estab-
lish a hierarchical relation between the state and 
its citizens, with the complete domination by bu-
reaucrats and public office holders over the rights 
of the citizens and residents.
‘CITIZEN-MAKING’ HUMANITARIANS OF ASSAM

Many of the marginalised populations in Low-
er Assam, such as Ali and his family, have needed 
constant support to be able to file their documents 
and fight their cases. Local activists are playing a 
significant role in helping people deal with the 
burden of proving their citizenship, understand-
ing the terminology and filling in the application 
forms and claims. They are also offering guidance 
about attending case hearings, support in procur-
ing documents for submission from paralegals and 
also offering psycho-social counselling. Volunteers 
and human rights groups of Lower Assam have also 
connected with civil society actors in Upper Assam to 
help residents commute from Lower to Upper Assam 
for hearings and verification, and on some occasion 
even raise money, creating a solidarity network.

Such a humanitarian network is crucial at a time 
when marginalised people feel threatened with 
the changing legal regime which seeks to redefine 
the basis of Indian citizenship. These networks of 
solidarity in India’s north-eastern borderlands at-
tempt to draw out the real Indian body politic, rein-
forcing the plural fabric of the Indian constitution.

* Some names in this article have been changed 
to protect the anonymity of the participants.

[the writer is Research fellow, Graduate 
Institute – Institut de hautes études 

internationales et du développement (IHEID)]
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Internet-dependent commercial 

activities hit in Assam
DURBA GHOSH
Guwahati, Dec 17 (PTI): 
Suspension of internet 
in Assam has affected 
commercial activities 
dependent on online 
transactions and mobile 
applications, particular-
ly banking, cab services, 
food delivery and e-com-
merce sectors.

Internet services 
have been suspended 
in Assam since De-
cember 11 following 
protests against the 
citizenship law.

Broadband services 
were restored on Tues-
day but mobile internet 
remained suspended 
causing hardship to 
people dependent on 
mobile apps and other 
online services.

People are facing dif-
ficulties in withdrawing 
or transferring money 
online and as there is no 
internet, debit and credit 
cards also cannot be used 
for making online trans-
actions, several bank cus-
tomers told PTI.

“We conducted most 
of our banking transac-
tions online or through 
debit and credit cards 
but over the past six 
days, we have become 
dependent on cash,” 26-
year old businessman 
Mohit Jain said.

Bank officials said 
they have dedicated in-
ternet lines which are 
working but most cus-
tomers dependent on 
mobile network are not 
being able to conduct 
transactions. With a halt 

on online transactions, 
people have become 
more dependent on cash 
leading to its shortage in 
the ATMs, they said.

The banks are regu-
larly replenishing cash 
in the ATMs and mobile 
ATMs have also been put 
into service in some ar-
eas but the measures are 
still not enough in eas-
ing the situation, shop-
keeper Hemanta Kalita 
of Chandmari area of the 
city said.

Kalita said he had 
waited for more than an 
hour outside an ATM to 
withdraw cash so that 
he could buy stock for 
his shop from the Fancy 
Bazaar wholesale mar-
ket but cash ran out in 
the kiosk forcing him to 
shun his plan. The worst 
affected, however, are 

mobile app-dependent 
cab and bike services like 
Ola, Uber and Rapido.

Ola and Uber cab 
drivers had staged a pro-
test on Tuesday by lin-
ing their vehicles on the 
streets and seeking alms.

The agitating drivers 
said for the last six days, 
they have not been able 
to earn anything due to 
the suspension of mobile 
internet services.

Demanding that mo-
bile internet services 
be restored, president 
of Guwahati Cab Driv-
ers Association, Ibrahim 
Ali said, “Several youths 
from poor financial back-
grounds run their fami-
lies and pay bank instal-
ments with their earn-
ings as cab drivers.”

Bijoy Deka, a cab 
driver, said, “I pay a 

monthly instalment of Rs 
10,000 for my vehicle but 
I fear that I will default 
this month as I have not 
earned for nearly a week.”

App-based bike rider 
Rajib Ali said he is facing 
difficulties in running his 
family which is depen-
dent on his earnings.

Food delivery ser-
vice applications such as 
Swiggy and Zomato have 
also been affected.

Several restaurant 
owners said they have 
not received any online 
home delivery orders 
due to the suspension of 
internet services.

E-commerce sector, 
too, has been hit with 
people not being able to 
order items or receive 
products they have al-
ready ordered. “I had 
ordered winter clothes 

through Amazon online 
application but the prod-
ucts have not yet been de-
livered and I am not able 
to track them,” homemak-
er Mayuri Gohain said.

Students are also fac-
ing difficulties in submit-
ting applications online.

“I was scheduled 
to submit my applica-
tions for higher studies 
to foreign universities 
this week but I am not 
been able to do that. If 
internet services remain 
suspended, I might have 
to go outside the state 
to submit them,” under-
graduate student Pallavi 
Sarma said.

Several people, who 
were planning to travel 
during the upcoming fes-
tive season of Assam, are 
also unable to book flight 
or train tickets online.

BrahMos missile successfully test-
fired from Odisha’s Chandipur

Balasore (Odisha), 
Dec 17 (PTI): Super-
sonic cruise missile 
BrahMos was success-
ful ly  test- f ired from 
a base in  Odisha’s 
Chandipur on Tuesday, 
Defence sources said.

The land-attack ver-
sion of the missile was 
test-fired from a mobile 
autonomous launcher at 
Launch Complex-3 of the 
Integrated Test Range 
(ITR) at Chandipur near 
here at around 8.30 am, 
they said.

The trial of the sur-
face-to-surface missile 
was successful, meeting 
all the parameters, a De-

fence Research and De-
velopment Organisation 
(DRDO) source said.

The BrahMos mis-
sile is a medium-range 
ramjet supersonic cruise 
missile capable of being 
launched from subma-
rines, warships, fighter 
jets or land.

The first extended 
version of the missile 
with a strike range of 450 
km was successfully test-
ed on March 11, 2017, 
Defence sources said.

A shorter range 
land-attack version of 
the BrahMos was suc-
cessfully test-fired from 
the ITR at Chandipur 

on September 30, 2019, 
they said. BrahMos is a 
joint venture between 
India’s DRDO and NPOM 
of Russia.

The missile is oper-
ational with the Indi-
an Army, Navy and Air 
Force. The BrahMos is 
regarded as the fast-
est supersonic cruise 
missile in the world, the 
sources said.

It has established it-
self as a major force mul-
tiplier in modern war-
fare with its land-attack 
and anti-ship capabili-
ties with multi-role and 
multi-platform abilities, 
they added.

Curfew lifted in Guwahati, relaxed in Dibrugarh
Guwahati, Dec 17 (PTI): The 
curfew imposed in Guwahati on 
December 11 in the wake of pro-
tests against the citizenship law 
was lifted on Tuesday, officials 
said. Shops and business estab-
lishments were open in the city, 
and buses, cars and two-wheel-
ers were plying.

The decision to lift the cur-
few in Guwahati was taken at a 

law and order review meeting 
chaired by Chief Minister Sarba-
nanda Sonowal on Monday.

“It has been decided to lift the 
curfew completely in Guwahati 
from 6 am tomorrow,” an official 
statement had said.

However, the statement did 
not mention anything about re-
sumption of mobile internet ser-
vices. In Dibrugarh, the curfew 

has been relaxed for 14 hours 
from 6 am on Tuesday, they said.

Assam witnessed violent 
protests with three rail stations, 
a post office, a bank, a bus ter-
minus, shops, dozens of vehicles 
and many other public proper-
ties being set ablaze or damaged 
by the protesters.

Five persons had lost their 
lives since Wednesday.

Curfew relaxed in Shillong from 6 am to 7 pm
Shillong, Dec 17 (PTI): 
Curfew was relaxed for 
13 hours in Shillong on 
Tuesday even as the ban 
on mobile internet ser-
vices will remain in force, 
officials said.

The curfew was re-
laxed from 6 am from 
areas under Lumdiengjri 
police station and Sadar 
police station limits, a 
statement from the East 
Khasi Hills district ad-
ministration said.

Banks, main mar-
kets were open and ve-
hicles were plying on 
the streets. Schools have 
announced their annual 
results following which 

winter vacations have 
begun in most of the edu-
cational institutions.

Mobile internet re-
mained shut for another 
48 hours beginning from 
5 pm on Monday even as 
mobile messaging ser-
vices were relaxed to 5 
messages per number 
that includes OTP ser-
vices, a senior Home de-
partment official said.

No report of violence 
was reported since Mon-
day, the official said.

The Confederation of 
Meghalaya Social Organ-
isation (COMSO), an um-
brella organization of all 
social organisations and 

pressure groups, lauded 
the state governments 
decision to pass a reso-
lution to demand imple-
mentation of the Inner 
Line Permit in the state.

However, COMSO 
members are holding 
peaceful protests by or-
ganizing sit-in demon-
stration against the Cit-
izenship (Amendment) 
Act. “We will continue to 
protest against the CAA, 
and we want 100 per cent 
exemption of Meghalaya 
from the purview of this 
Act,” COMSO chairman R 
Kharjahrin said.

Meanwhile, newly ap-
pointed Meghalaya Gov-

ernor R N Ravi will take 
oath on Tuesday at the 
Raj Bhavan.

Ravi, the Governor of 
Nagaland was on Mon-
day given additional 
charge of Meghalaya, a 
statement issued by the 
Rastrapati Bhavan said.

“The President of In-
dia is pleased to appoint 
R N Ravi, Governor of Na-
galand to discharge the 
functions of the Gover-
nor of Meghalaya, in ad-
dition to his own duties, 
during the absence on 
leave of Tathagata Roy, 
Governor of Meghalaya,” 
it said, without citing fur-
ther details.

Flight ops, 
railway 
services resume 
in Guwahati
Guwahati, Dec 17 (PTI): 
Flight operations and 
railway services resumed 
in Guwahati on Tuesday, 
in a major relief to hun-
dreds of stranded pas-
sengers, as the city limps 
back to normalcy after 
days of violent protests 
over the citizenship law.

Flights to and from 
the Dibrugarh airport 
is also operating as per 
schedule, officials said.

“Trains, including 
some intercity services, 
resumed services as 
law and order situation 
has gradually improved 
in the state,” Northeast 
Frontier Railway (NFR) 
spokesperson Subhanan 
Chanda told PTI.

Services of other 
trains are being gradual-
ly resumed, he added.

“The resumed trains 
include Manas Rhino 
passenger, which con-
nects New Bongaigaon to 
Guwahati, and will ben-
efit the office-goers,” the 
spokesperson said.

Local passenger and 
intercity trains running 
today are the Down Di-
mapur-Guwahati Naga-
land Express, Alipurdu-
ar Jn- Siliguri Intercity 
Express, Guwahati-New 
Bongaigaon passenger, 
Guwahati-Goalpara-New 
Bongaigaon.

UP Guwahati -Jor-
hat Town Janshatabdi 
Express, Dekargaon-Ka-
makhya Express, Alipur-
duar Jn-Lumding Inter-
city Express, Guwaha-
ti-Ledo Intercity Express, 
G uwa h a t i - D i b r u ga rh 
Intercity Express, Rangi-
ya-Murkongselek pas-
senger, New Bongaiga-
on-Goalpara-Guwahati 
are also operating.

Protests against citizenship law in some parts of Bengal

Tension prevails in Jamia area, normal life affected

Kolkata, Dec 17 (PTI): 
Protests were reported 
from some parts of West 
Bengal for the fifth day 
on Tuesday against the 
amended Citizenship Act.

Agitators raised slo-
gans against the new 
Citizenship Act at Basir-
hat in North 24 Parganas 
district.

The police has 
stepped up vigil across 
the state and as many as 
354 protesters were ar-
rested for violence.

Several trains to 
north Bengal were either 
cancelled or delayed, of-
ficials said.

West Bengal Chief 

Minister and TMC su-
premo Mamata Banerjee 
is scheduled to lead a ral-
ly from Jadavpur 8B bus 
stand to Bhawanipore in 
south Kolkata area against 
the citizenship law.

Banerjee, who led 
a mega rally from Red 
Road to Jorasanko Thak-
ur Bari, the ancestral 
house of Nobel laureate 
Rabindranath Tagore in 
north Kolkata on Mon-
day, had urged the agi-
tators to not indulge in 
vandalism and arson.

The chief minister 
had declared on Mon-
day that the Amended 
Citizenship Act and the 

National Register of Citi-
zensh could be enforced 
in the state only over her 
“dead body”.

Road and rail block-
ades were witnessed in 
the state on Monday as 
violent protests over the 
contentious Citizenship 
Act refused to die down, 
amid warning by state 
authorities and appeal 
from the chief minister.

Anti-citizenship law 
protests snowballed into 
a major flashpoint in West 
Bengal on Monday with 
highways and railway 
lines blocked and inci-
dents of arson and loot re-
ported from many places.

New Delhi, Dec 17 
(PTI): It’s noon and 
31-year-old Haris Rao is 
still waiting for the first 
customer at his statio-
nery shop in the Batla 
House market adjoining 
Jamia Millia University.

Business has taken 
a hit due to the tension 
that gripped the areas 
adjoining Jamia Millia 
University following vi-
olence during a protest 
over the amended Citi-
zenship Act on Sunday.

The markets in the 
Batla House, New Gole, 
Abu Fazl, Zakir Nagar 
and Gaffar Manzil areas 
wore a deserted look on 
Tuesday morning as well.

“I sell pens, notepads 
and books. I remain con-
nected to students and 
I feel their pain. They 
all are our brothers and 
sisters,” he said, talking 
about the “police brutal-
ity” that sent shockwaves 
in the area on Sunday.

Rao’s shop remained 

close for the last two 
days. “Who would feel 
like studying in such a 
situation,” he asked.

Mohhamad Ali 
Javed, 22, who runs a 
cubicle-sized mobile re-
charge shop, said it re-
mained shut for the last 
two-three days due to the 
“hungama” (commotion) 
in the area.

“A few people who 
know me personally 
asked me to get the re-
charges done from home. 
That’s the only business 
I conducted in the last 
two days,” he said, add-
ing there’s hope that the 
situation will normalize 
soon.

Aftab Rao, who owns 
a merchandise store in 
the Kotla market, said 
his shop remained shut 
as he joined the protest 
against the police atroc-
ities on Jamia students 
and the amended Citi-
zenship Act along with 
his eight-year-old daugh-

ter. “When I watched the 
news of police beating up 
our girls in bathrooms, 
libraries and mosques 
(on the campus), my eyes 
welled up with tears and 
I decided to join the pro-
testers,” he said.

“It’s not about reli-
gion, any father would do 
the same. We are fighting 
for the right cause,” Rao, 
36, added.

Shopkeepers and dai-
ly wagers huddled into 
small groups around 
bonfires and condemned 
the police action. “Only 
God knows what they 
(government) want,” one 
of the persons said. “To 
throw us out of the coun-
try,” another replied.

A shoe store owner 
who did not wish to be 
identified said most of 
the shopkeepers took 
part in the protest on 
Sunday and Monday.

“Police made a big 
mistake by attacking our 
sisters,” he said.
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Mandhana in ICC women’s ODI 
and T20 teams of the year

Dubai, Dec 17 (PTI): In-
dia opener Smriti Mand-
hana was on Tuesday 
named in both the Inter-
national Cricket Coun-
cil’s ODI and T20 teams 
of the year, capping off a 
memorable season.

Mandhana has Jhulan 
Goswami, Poonam Yadav 
and Shikha Pandey for 
company in the ODI team 
of the year and all-round-
er Deepti Sharma in the 
T20 side.

The 23-year-old 
Mandhana has played 51 
ODIs and 66 T20Is for 
India, besides a couple 
of Test matches. She has 
a combined tally of 3476 
runs in T20Is and ODIs. 
Australia’s Alyssa Healy 
was chosen as the T20 
cricketer of the year fol-
lowing her record-break-
ing 148 against Sri Lanka 
earlier this year.

The ODI cricketer of 
the year honour went to 
Australia’s Ellyse Perry, 
who scored 441 runs at 
an average of 73.50 and 
took 21 wickets at 13.52.

Perry also pocketed 
the the Rachael Hey-
hoe-Flint award for being 

the cricketer of the year 
across formats.

Perry has had a stel-
lar year across formats, 
with three hundreds in-
cluding one in the wom-
en’s Ashes Test. She also 
became the first player 
to complete 1,000 runs 
and 100 wickets in T20I 
cricket.

“It’s an amazing hon-
our and I’m a little bit 
shocked, given how many 
amazing performances 

there have been across 
the year,” said Perry, who 
has won the Rachael 
Heyhoe-Flint Award for 
the second time in three 
years.

“It’s amazing to be ac-
knowledged and I do tru-
ly appreciate it. It’s a re-
ally nice way to finish the 
year on a personal note.”

The emerging crick-
eter of the year award 
went to Thailand’s Cha-
nida Sutthiruang. The 

26-year-old seamer took 
12 wickets at this year’s 
ICC Women’s T20 World 
Cup qualifier. Australian 
Meg Lanning was chosen 
as captain of both the 
ODI and T20 side.

“It’s a huge honour to 
be named captain of the 
ICC ODI and T20 Teams 
of the Year alongside 
some incredible players. 
It’s been an amazing year 
for the Australian team 
and we’re looking for-

ward to the challenges 
that lie ahead in 2020,” 
said Lanning.

“A home T20 World 
Cup is an opportunity 
that doesn’t come along 
often, but we are look-
ing forward to and em-
bracing the challenge of 
performing well in front 
of our home crowd,” 
she said referring to 
the showpiece event at 
home in February-March 
next year.

AIFF disciplinary committee to investigate 
Saudi referee’s allegedly racist remark

Labuschagne picked in Australia 
ODI squad for India tour

Manchester City unhappy with Arsenal 
tactics but won’t stop Mikel Arteta move

Tennis in 2019: Nadal on top as new 
faces make mark in women’s game

wilfried Zaha thunderbolt rescues crystal palace against Brighton

Melbourne, Dec 17 
(PTI): In-form batsman 
Marnus Labuschagne on 
Tuesday earned a maid-
en call-up to the Aus-
tralian ODI squad for 
the three-match series 
against India next month 
following a prolific year 
in Test cricket.

Labuschagne has av-
eraged 58.05 since mak-
ing his Test debut last 
year, scoring hundreds in 
his last three games.

All-rounder Sean Ab-
bott has been recalled 
after five years while also 
making a comeback are 
pacer Josh Hazlewood 
and spinner Ashton Agar.

The big names miss-
ing from the squad are 
Glenn Maxwell, Usman 
Khawaja, Shaun Marsh 
and Nathan Lyon.

Chief selector Trevor 
Hohns said Maxwell, who 
took a break to address 
his mental health issues 

but is back now in do-
mestic cricket, is being 
watched closely.

“It’s great to see Max-
well returning to the 
game with the Big Bash 
League. We will closely 
monitor his form after 
what would have been a 
disappointing 12 months 
in the one-day game by 
his standards,” Hohns 
said.

The Indian fans will 
also get to see Austra-
lia’s star players -- David 
Warner and Steve Smith 
-- in action.

The first ODI will be 
played in Mumbai on 
January 14, followed by 
Rajkot (January 17) and 
Bengaluru (January 19).

Hohns is confident 
that Labuschagne will 
come good in challenging 
Indian conditions.

“Marnus Labuscha-
gne is ready for his inter-
national white ball debut 

after his strong form for 
Queensland in this form 
of the game,” said Hohns.

“The performance of 
our white-ball squads 
has been strong and we 
are hoping to build the 
momentum towards the 
T20 World Cup at home 
at the end of the year and 
ultimately build towards 
the 2023 World Cup in 
India,” he added.

Head coach Justin 
Langer will not be travel-
ling to India for the short 
tour with assistant coach 
Andew McDonald taking 
charge.

Australia squad: Aar-
on Finch (captain), Sean 
Abbott, Ashton Agar, 
Alex Carey, Pat Cum-
mins, Peter Handscomb, 
Josh Hazlewood, Mar-
nus Labuschagne, Kane 
Richardson, Steve Smith, 
Mitchell Starc, Ashton 
Turner, David Warner, 
Adam Zampa.

NICK AMES & jAMIE jACKSON
theGuardian

Manchester City will not stand in 
Mikel Arteta’s way if, as expected, 

he becomes the Arsenal manager this 
week and they would leave the door 
open for a return to the Etihad Stadium.

Arteta met with the Arsenal exec-
utives Vinai Venkatesham and Huss 
Fahmy in the early hours of Monday, 
with the pair photographed departing 
his Manchester home at 1.20am. A final 
meeting with Josh Kroenke, the Arse-
nal director, is believed to be imminent 
and Arteta’s appointment could be con-
firmed in the coming days.

The episode threatens to create 
bad blood between the clubs, with City 
unimpressed at Arsenal’s conduct in 
courting their assistant coach. While 
there is an acknowledgement on both 
sides of the process that Arteta has 
conducted himself openly and honestly, 
City are distinctly surprised no mention 
was made before his meeting with Ven-
katesham, the chief executive, and the 
director of football operations, Fahmy. 
They believe there would have been 
ample opportunity to raise the topic 
earlier on Sunday, when senior officials 
from both clubs were at the Emirates 
Stadium to watch City win 3-0 but the 
subject was not broached and no offi-
cial approach was lodged.

Nonetheless City will release Arteta 
with their blessing, although Arsenal 
will be required to pay at least £1m in 

compensation. Arteta has been mooted 
as a successor to Pep Guardiola and City 
have made it clear that they will moni-
tor his progress if he takes the Arsenal 
job with a view to offering him a return 
if a vacancy arises.

The situation has been expedited by 
Arsenal’s haste to replace Unai Emery, 
where previously they had entertained 
the possibility of allowing Freddie 
Ljungberg to continue as the interim 
head coach. Ljungberg has won only 
one of his five games in charge and has 
made it clear to the club that the status 
quo is untenable. He is working with a 
skeleton coaching staff and, after the 
defeat to City on Sunday, said “a deci-
sion has to be made so we can have the 
same resources as other clubs”.

Arsenal’s pursuit of a manager has 
been racked with uncertainty. One lead-
ing target, Brendan Rodgers, signed a 
new contract at Leicester when their 
interest became clear and another, 
Mauricio Pochettino, is unlikely to con-
sider offers until the summer. Carlo An-
celotti and Nuno Espírito Santo were 
briefly considered.

Arteta joined Arsenal from Everton 
as a player in 2011. He captained the 
club before he retired at the end of the 
2015-16 season and joined Guardiola at 
City. Speaking in 2014, he outlined his 
vision for managing a team and playing 
“expressive, entertaining” football. “I’m 
100% convinced of those things and 
think I could do it,” he said.

New Delhi, Dec 17 (PTI): 
The All India Football Fed-
eration (AIFF) on Tuesday 
tasked its disciplinary 
committee to investigate 
the allegedly racist re-
marks made against Mum-
bai City FC’s Serge Kevyn 
Angoue by Saudi Arabian 
referee Turki Mohammed 
Al Khudayr in an Indi-
an Super League match. 
Mumbai City FC head 
coach Jorge Costa had al-
leged that the referee, who 
officiated his side’s match 
against Bengaluru FC on 
Sunday, called Kevyn a 
monkey.

“AIFF has received a 
complaint from Mumbai 
City FC against Saudi Ara-
bian referee Turki Mo-
hammed Al Khudayr for 
making racist remarks 
to Mumbai City FC play-
er Serge Kevyn Angou in 
their Hero Indian Super 

League match against 
Bengaluru FC held on 
December 15, 2019,” said 
the AIFF in a statement.

“The AIFF follows 
a zero toleration poli-
cy against racism and 
the complaint has been 
forwarded to the Disci-
plinary Committee to in-
vestigate into the matter 
and take appropriate action 
if found guilty,” it added. 
Before starting his media 
conference after Mumbai 
City FC’s 3-2 win over Ben-
galuru FC at the Kanteerava 
Stadium on Sunday, Costa 
read out a statement, say-
ing that Alkhudhayr called 
Gabonese player Kevyn a 
monkey and “made some 
gestures” which were 
disrespectful. Kevyn 
hails from Gabon, which 
is an African country. He 
plays as a mid-fielder for 
the ISL club.

London, Dec 17 (AFP): 
Rafael Nadal finished 
the season on top of the 
world to give the men’s 
rankings a familiar look 
but a new crop of women 
is showing the old guard 
can be overthrown.

The Spanish world 
number one and Novak 
Djokovic won two Grand 
Slams each in 2019, hold-
ing Father Time and their 
young rivals at bay for 
another year.

But Ashleigh Barty 
and teenager Bianca An-
dreescu were two new 
faces on the list of wom-
en’s Major winners as 
familiar names slipped 
from view.

AFP Sport looks at 
some of the big talking 
points of the season.

CAN NADAL STAY ON 
TOP IN 2020?

-- Rafael Nadal arrived 
at the Italian Open in May 
without a title in 2019.

He beat Novak 
Djokovic in the final and 
lost just three matches 
in the rest of the season, 
winning the French Open 
and the US Open before 
inspiring Spain to Davis 
Cup glory on home soil, 
finishing as world num-
ber one for a fifth time.

With a combined age 
of 103, Nadal, Djokovic 
and Roger Federer con-
tinue to dominate men’s 
tennis and it takes a 
brave punter to predict 
their imminent demise.

But there is at last the 
sense of a credible chal-
lenge from an exciting 
crop of youngsters in-
cluding Daniil Medvedev, 
who pushed Nadal all the 
way in the US Open final, 
and ATP Finals winner 
Stefanos Tsitsipas.

“I believe I’m really 
close to being crowned a 
Grand Slam champion,” 
said

Tsitsipas after beat-
ing Dominic Thiem in the 
final in London.

WOMEN’S NEXTGEN 
SHOW THE WAY

Australia’s Ashleigh 
Barty, 23, rose from the 
relative anonymity of 
15th in the world at the 
end of 2018 to top the 
rankings a year later, 

winning the French Open 
and the WTA Finals along 
the way.

Teenager Bianca 
Andreescu of Canada 
soared even more dra-
matically, from 178th to 
fifth in the world, beating 
Serena Williams in the 
final of the US Open to 
become the first Canadi-
an to win a Grand Slam 
singles title.

“NextGen is here,” 
Andreescu announced 
during her winning run 
at Flushing Meadows.

“You see many fresh 
faces and I think we’re 
only going to get better 
from here.” Federer’s 
Wimbledon pain 

-- Roger Federer had 
two Wimbledon cham-
pionship points on his 
own serve to beat No-
vak Djokovic and win 
his 21st Grand Slam title. 
That would have taken 
him six clear of the Ser-
bian on the all-time list 
and three clear of Rafael 
Nadal at the time.

Instead, he faltered. 
Djokovic, in a match 
lasting a shade under 
five hours, won his 16th 
Grand Slam and two 
months later Nadal won 
his 19th.

“It’s such an incredi-
ble opportunity missed,” 
said the Swiss veteran, 
now 38 and who must 
fear his days as the all-
time leader on the list are 
numbered.

SERENA’S COURT 
PROBLEM

Serena Williams is 
running out of oppor-
tunities to win the 24th 
Grand Slam singles title that 
would pull her level with 
Margaret Court’s record.

The 38-year-old 
American reached the 
final at both Wimbledon 
and the US Open but 
she won just four games 
against Simona Halep 
in London and lost in 
straight sets to Bianca 
Andreescu in New York.

It followed defeats in 
the finals of both events 
the previous year, sug-
gesting Williams is feel-
ing the pressure.

Speaking after her US 
Open defeat, she down-

played the pursuit of 
Court’s record.

“I’m not necessari-
ly chasing a record. I’m 
just trying to win Grand 
Slams,” she said.

“It’s definitely frus-
trating, but for the most 
part I just am still here. I’m 
still doing what I can do.” 
Comeback of the year 

-- In January, British 
former world number 
one Andy Murray admit-
ted the 2019 Australian 
Open could be his last 
tournament during a 
tearful press conference.

But the Scot, 32, re-
turned to the court after 
hip resurfacing surgery 
and beat fellow veteran 
Stan Wawrinka in the fi-
nal of the European Open 
in October.

“It means a lot,” Mur-
ray said after his triumph. 
“The past few years have 
been extremely diffi-
cult.... I didn’t expect to 
be in this position at all, 
so I’m very happy.” A star 
is born 

-- Having been the 
youngest player to come 
through Wimbledon 
qualifying, 15-year-old 
Coco Gauff stunned five-
time champion Venus 
Williams in the first 
round in straight sets, be-
lying her ranking of 313.

“My dream was to 
win. That’s what hap-
pened,” said the Ameri-
can whose run at the All 
England Club was even-
tually ended by champi-
on Simona Halep in the 
fourth round.

Gauff went on to 
make the US Open third 
round before winning a 
maiden title in Linz in 
the autumn having lost 
in qualifying. At the end 
of 2018, she was ranked 
875 but she will head 
into 2020 at 68.

ED AARONS
London, 17 Dec [theGuardian]: 
In many ways this result was a mi-
crocosm of Roy Hodgson’s career. 
In his 100th match as the Crystal 
Palace manager, the 72-year-old 
had seen his side run ragged by 
Graham Potter’s impressive team 
and was staring down the barrel 
of a third successive defeat to their 
bitter rivals after Neal Maupay’s 
seventh Premier League goal of 
the season.

Yet Hodgson has not been in 
this game for more than 40 years 
without learning a thing or two 
and it was the visitors who were 
left hanging on for the draw after Wilfried 
Zaha’s brilliant equaliser – his sixth goal in 
11 matches against Brighton – ensured Pal-
ace remain three points clear of their not-
so-near neighbours in mid-table. “It was 
a wonderful gutsy, resilient, determined 
performance full of absolute character,” the 
Palace manager said. “The way the game 
panned out, I think I’ve got to be very sat-
isfied – to be honest it feels even like half a 
victory.”

In the buildup Potter had described 
Hodgson as a “legend” in Sweden after cut-
ting his managerial teeth in Scandinavia in 
the late 1970s and the similarities between 
the two men in the dugout provided a fasci-
nating subplot to this always spicy encoun-
ter.

The managers had shared a handshake 
and a joke as they emerged from the tunnel, 
with Potter, who spent eight years in charge 
of Östersund before returning home last 
year with Swansea, experiencing his first 
taste of an unusual enmity that dates back 

to the personal rivalry between former Tot-
tenham teammates Alan Mullery and Terry 
Venables in the late 1970s.

Hodgson handed a first league start 
since August to Christian Benteke, while 
Jaïro Riedewald was recalled to play at left-
back in the absence of both Patrick van Aan-
holt and Jeffrey Schlupp – the first time the 
Dutchman has started a league match since 
February 2018. Brighton took the spoils in 
this fixture last season thanks to Anthony 
Knockaert’s late goal but with him and the 
former manager Chris Hughton now a dis-
tant memory on the south coast, this is a dif-
ferent side under Potter.

The visitors dominated possession from 
kick-off, with Palace content to sit back and 
attempt to hit them on the break. Aaron 
Mooy was the closest to breaking the dead-
lock when his shot went just wide, before 
Riedewald was lucky to escape when he 
appeared to bring down Martín Montoya in-
side the area.

Somewhat mysteriously, the VAR official, 
Martin Atkinson, decided the Palace de-

fender had not made contact. 
Guaita did well to stop Lewis 
Dunk’s header from the re-
sulting corner. “It looked like 
there was something there – 
sometimes you get them but 
sometimes you don’t,” Potter 
said, philosophically.

Benteke’s only real contri-
bution of the half was to pick 
up a booking after catching 
Dunk with his arm as they 
went up for a header. Riede-
wald, who Hodgson revealed 
had picked up an injury in 
training before the match, 
was put out of his misery at 

the break and James McArthur shifted to a 
makeshift left-back. Out of nowhere, Bente-
ke almost shocked Mat Ryan into conceding 
when his cross sailed over the head of the 
Brighton goalkeeper and cannoned back off 
the woodwork.

That would have been cruel on Pot-
ter’s side but his decision to swap Leandro 
Trossard to the right flank so he was up 
against McArthur paid dividends shortly 
afterwards. The Belgian’s cross picked out 
Maupay on the penalty spot and he made no 
mistake via a deflection to give Brighton a 
deserved lead.

It could have been even worse for Palace 
had Guaita not recovered after fumbling the 
ball at Maupay’s feet following a deep cross 
but the Spaniard somehow scrambled to 
deny him a second.

Palace finally registered an effort on tar-
get in the 70th minute via a Benteke header 
easily gathered by Ryan, before the goal-
keeper had to keep out the same player’s 
powerful effort at the near post.
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49 journalists murdered in 2019

china, russia press un to ease n.korea sanctions
Beijing, Dec 17 (AFP): 
China on Tuesday urged 
the UN Security Council 
to unanimously back its 
joint proposal with Rus-
sia to ease sanctions on 
North Korea, warning 
that dialogue to resolve 
nuclear tensions must 
not regress.

The nuclear-armed 
North has issued increas-
ingly strident declara-
tions in recent weeks, 
even promising an om-
inous “Christmas gift” 
if Washington does not 
come up with some con-
cessions.

For his part, US Pres-
ident Donald Trump said 
Monday that he would be 
“disappointed” if North 
Korea had “something in 
the works,” warning that 
if it did, “we’ll take care 
of it.” “We’re watching it 
very closely,” Trump said 
at the White House.

Negotiations between 
Washington and Pyong-
yang have been largely 
stalled since the collapse 
of a February summit in 
Hanoi between Trump 
and North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un.

The North is under 
heavy US and United 
Nations sanctions over 
its nuclear program, but 
it has been frustrated at 

the lack of relief after it 
declared a moratorium 
on nuclear and intercon-
tinental ballistic missile 
(ICBM) tests.

“It is an important 
and sensitive period for 
the peninsula, and the 
urgency of a political 
solution has further in-
creased,” Chinese for-
eign ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang said at a 
regular press briefing in 
Beijing.

The international 
community should “pre-
vent the peninsula from 
falling back into tense 
confrontation, and avoid 
a serious reversal of the 

situation,” Geng added.
Russia and China in-

troduced a draft joint 
resolution at the United 
Nations on Monday seek-
ing to lift some of the 
punitive measures that 
have been enforced on 
Pyongyang over its nu-
clear activities.

“We hope that the Se-
curity Council will unan-
imously support the po-
litical settlement of the 
Peninsula issue” and en-
courage Washington and 
Pyongyang to “respect 
each other’s concerns,” 
Geng said.

He said “contact 
should be restored as 

soon as possible to break 
the deadlock and to pre-
vent the dialogue process 
from derailing or even 
regressing.” While Bei-
jing is Pyongyang’s most 
important diplomatic 
ally and key econom-
ic lifeline, it has backed 
sanctions against its 
neighbour in the wake of 
its nuclear activities.

The draft text, ob-
tained by AFP, said the 
Council “shall adjust the 
sanction measures to-
wards the DPRK as may 
be needed in light of the 
DPRK’s compliance with 
relevant UN Security 
Council resolutions.”

It also underlined the 
necessity of having “the 
most favorable approach 
towards requests for ex-
emptions from existing 
UN sanctions against the 
DPRK for humanitarian 
and livelihood purposes.”

The Russian and Chi-
nese proposal did not 
detail exactly what North 
Korea will have to do in 
exchange for an easing of 
sanctions.

But in order to im-
prove the lives of peo-
ple in the impoverished 
North, the text called for 
an end to several signif-
icant measures which 
date from 2016 and 

2017. Russia and China 
want the UN to end the 
ban on its members im-
porting coal, iron, iron 
ore and textiles from 
North Korea.

They also call for an 
end to sanctions, im-
posed in 2017, that re-
quire UN members to 
send back by December 
22 North Korean work-
ers employed abroad.

Those workers are an 
important source of reve-
nue for the regime.

The Russia-China text 
also calls for inter-Ko-
rean rail and road co-
operation projects to be 
exempt from existing UN 

sanctions. Three pages of 
annexes to the draft reso-
lution list products to be 
removed from sanctions 
lists. Among them are 
bulldozers, small trac-
tors, small metal items 
including scissors, bicy-
cles, as well as washing 
machines for clothes and 
dishes.

China and Russia, 
which had cautiously 
backed pressure against 
North Korea after its 
past nuclear tests, had 
indicated last week they 
would reject further 
sanctions.

The text “welcomes 
the continuation of 
the dialogue between 
the United States and 
the DPRK at all levels.” 
The draft text calls for 
“prompt resumption of 
the six-party talks” which 
involved China, the two 
Koreas, the US, Russia 
and Japan. Those talks 
lasted from 2003-2009.

Diplomats said no 
deadline was put for-
ward for putting to a vote 
the text, which faces an 
uncertain future.

Texts related to North 
Korea are traditionally 
the purview of the Unit-
ed States, which wants 
Pyongyang to give up its 
atomic arsenal right away.

Paris, Dec 17 (AFP): 
Forty-nine journalists 
were killed across the 
world in 2019, Report-
ers Without Borders 
said Tuesday, the lowest 
death toll in 16 years.

The “historically low” 
number mostly died cov-
ering conflicts in Yemen, 
Syria and Afghanistan, 
the Paris-based watch-
dog said, which warned 
that “journalism remains 
a dangerous profession”.

Some 80 journalists a 
year have lost their lives 
on average over the last 
two decades, said the 
organisation, which is 
known by its French ini-
tials RSF.

But its head Christo-
phe Deloire warned that 
the number of journalists 
murdered in countries 
supposedly at peace was 

still alarmingly high, with 
10 dying in Mexico alone.

“Latin America, with 
a total of 14 reporters 
killed across the con-
tinent, has become as 
deadly as the Middle 
East,” he added.

While he said that the 
fall in the number of fa-
talities in conflict zones 
was something to cele-
brate, “more and more 
journalists are being as-
sassinated for their work 
in democratic countries, 
which is a real challenge 
to democracy.”

While fewer journal-
ists are dying, more are 
ending up behind bars, 
according to RSF.

Some 389 were 
locked up in 2019, up 12 
per cent on last year.

Nearly half were im-
prisoned in three coun-

tries -- China, Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia, which was 
blamed for the gruesome 
murder of columnist 
Jamal Khashoggi at its 
embassy in Istanbul last 
year.

“China, which has in-
tensified its repression 
of the (mostly Muslim) 
Uighur minority, alone 
holds a third of the jour-
nalists locked up in the 
world,” RSF said.

Meanwhile, 57 jour-
nalists are being held 
hostage across the globe, 
mostly in Syria, Yemen, 
Iraq and Ukraine.

“There has been no 
notable freeing of hos-
tages this year despite 
major developments 
in Syria,” the RSF said, 
which has led it to fear 
for the worst for many of 
those abducted.

Stuck in Greek snow, refugees 
already miss dismal camps

US, UK approve 
Roche’s $4.3 
bn purchase of 
gene therapy 
group Spark
Swiss pharmaceuticals 

giant Roche said it 
had received the neces-
sary approval from com-
petition authorities to 
acquire US gene-therapy 
group Spark, after the 
two companies reached 
a multibillion-dollar deal 
earlier this year.

Founded in 2013, 
Spark Therapeutics spe-
cialises in a new and 
growing segment of 
medicine for genetic dis-
eases such as blindness, 
haemophilia, and neuro-
degenerative conditions.

The US Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) “un-
conditionally cleared 
Roche’s pending acquisi-
tion of Spark”, the Swiss 
company said in a state-
ment on Monday.

“All antitrust approv-
als required to complete 
the offer have now been 
received,” it said, after 
confirming earlier Mon-
day that Britain’s Com-
petition and Markets Au-
thority had also cleared 
the pending acquisition.

Roche and Spark 
sealed the deal worth 
$4.3 billion (3.7 billion 
euros) in February.

In a separate state-
ment, the FTC said it had 
made its decision “fol-
lowing an exhaustive, 
10-month investigation” 
into potential competi-
tive harm that could re-
sult from the move.

Spark’s biggest treat-
ment under study is a 
therapy for haemophilia, 
a disorder where blood 
does not clot properly to 
stop bleeding.

“A key question in the 
investigation was wheth-
er Roche would have the 
incentive to delay or dis-
continue Spark’s devel-
opmental gene therapy 
for hemophilia A,” the 
FTC said.

“The evidence... did 
not indicate that Roche 
would have the incentive 
to delay or terminate” 
Spark’s therapy develop-
ment, or affect Roche’s 
haemophilia drug Hemli-
bra, it concluded. 

US wants 
explanation 
for Turkey 
threat to close 
two bases
Washington, Dec 17 
(AFP): US Defence Sec-
retary Mark Esper said 
on Monday he wants an 
explanation from Ankara 
over threats to close two 
strategic military bases 
used by the United States in 
Turkey. Turkey’s President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on 
Sunday threatened to close 
the Incirlik and Kurecik 
bases while speaking to a 
pro-government television 
channel. The two bases 
sit on Turkey’s southwest 
coast, near the border 
with Syria.

The US air force uses the 
air base at Incirlik for raids on 
positions held by the Islamic 
State (IS) group in Syria. The 
Kurecik base houses a major 
NATO radar station. Esper 
told reporters he would need 
to speak to his counterpart, 
defence minister Hulusi 
Akar, “to understand what 
they really mean and how 
serious they are.”

“If the Turks are serious 
about this, I mean, they are 
a sovereign nation to begin 
with...they have the inher-
ent right to house or not to 
house NATO bases or for-
eign troops.

Sitting in the lobby of a disused 
ski lodge on a northern Greek 

mountain, Congolese asylum-seek-
er Sylva Caumba blankly stares at 
the unfamiliar snow outside.

“I would have preferred stay-
ing in Moria,” the 30-year-old says 
with a touch of desperation, re-
ferring to the dismal camp on the 
Greek island of Lesbos which is 
packed six times beyond its official 
capacity.

“At least there, we had contact 
with the outside world. Here it 
feels like an open prison,” he adds.

Caumba was transported to 
the ski lodge at Vasilitsa -- at an 
altitude of 1,000 metres, and 45 
kilometres (28 miles) from the 
nearest town of Grevena -- around 
two months ago with his wife and 
two children.

Bears and wolves are more 
common than humans in this area.

The facility, which has seen 
better days and was about to shut 
down during Greece’s economic 
crisis, currently hosts 116 asy-
lum-seekers from Afghanistan, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, So-
malia and Syria.

- ‘No way to live’ -
“We wake up, we watch TV 

and we go back to sleep. This is no 
way to live,” says 20-year-old for-
mer footballer Mabika Zordel, also 
from DR Congo.

Nuredin Intze, a 38-year-old 
from Somalia, agrees that “things 
were better” in a similarly over-
crowded camp on the Greek Aege-
an island of Leros.

“The hours do not pass. How 
can you live with nothing to do? 
All that is left is to hope that some-
thing will change,” says the former 
professional driver.

The Africans’ plight is part 
of a broader conundrum facing 
Greece’s beleaguered migration 
authorities.

In summer and autumn, the 
number of asylum-seekers arriv-
ing from Turkey on the islands of 
Lesbos, Chios, Samos, Kos and Le-
ros steadily increased, cramming 
people into overcrowded facilities 
at record levels.

According to government fig-
ures, there are now over 40,000 
people on these islands, with more 
than 37,000 of them in camps built 
to handle just over 6,000.

Amid rising anger on the is-
lands, the conservative govern-
ment of Prime Minister Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis recently promised to 
relocate 20,000 asylum-seekers to 
other facilities on the mainland by 
the end of the year.

But the plan has run into ob-
jections and protests in several 
towns in other parts of Greece 
earmarked to house additional 
asylum-seekers.

In October, a hotel owner in 
the town of Vrasna near Thessa-
loniki said she had received arson 
threats after agreeing to temporar-
ily host a group of asylum-seekers.

Running out of options, au-
thorities have occasionally been 
forced to resort to out-of-the-box 
thinking.

In November, another group of 
asylum-seekers were taken to an 
abandoned Orthodox monastery 
in the southern Peloponnese pen-
insula.

Within moments, most of them 
had asked to be relocated else-
where.

- Mixed reception -
At the Vasilitsa ski lodge, Zor-

del says he had asked to train with 
the local football club but his re-
quest was turned down.

“Maybe it was because of my 
skin colour,” he says.

Aside from being bussed by po-
lice to Grevena for supplies twice 
a week, and preparing their food, 
Zordel and his close friend Daniel 
Elipio, 17, have little to do.

So they wait for days when it’s 
not snowing outside to play foot-
ball in the ski lodge yard.

Both say they fled DR Congo 
when relatives were murdered.

As in most parts of the country, 
the response here to the presence 
of asylum-seeker families and un-
accompanied minors is mixed.

Operators in isolated areas are 
frequently grateful for any busi-
ness in the dead of winter, but 
many elderly locals in sparsely 
populated villages are fearful.

“They keep having children,” 
says a local tavern owner. “We have 
a falling birth rate. At this rate, they 
will eventually take over.”

Even as he admits that many 
hostels in the area were “a step 
away from being auctioned off”, 
Grevena mayor Yiorgos Dasta-
manis claims that the arrival of 
refugees and migrants “will under-
mine the profile of tourism busi-
nesses in the area”.

In the meantime Caumba sits 
with his wife and children, won-
dering how he can build a life for 
them halfway up a Greek moun-
tain.

“I want to learn Greek, get a job 
and live a normal life with my fam-
ily,” he says.

“One of my children is 10 and 
is not in school. I’m not asking for 
anything outrageous.”
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ON HER CELL PHONE!  The Marvel actress, 
Elizabeth Olsen who plays, Wanda Maximoff for upcoming 
Disney+ miniseries, Wandavision is dressed up as her 
character Scarlett Witch and on set in Atlanta.
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Aries: If Emma Watson’s life is anything 
to go by, then self-partnered is a perfectly 
good place to be. Revel in your newfound 
single-status. Replace loneliness with 
‘aloneness’ as you actively engage in activi-
ties that bring you joy and discover yourself. 
Coupled rams, there’s no reason for you to 
miss out on all the fun. 
Tip: Self-partnered is a perfectly good place to be.
TAurus: “To be yourself in a world that 
is constantly trying to make you something 
else is the greatest accomplishment,” said 
Ralph Waldo Emerson. Your thoughts exact-
ly, Taurus. You’ve started to wear your au-
thenticity like a pearl necklace - with pride 
- and it’s making you so goddamn attractive 
to the world around. 
Tip: Wear your authenticity like a pearl necklace.
Gemini: Being an empath is seldom easy. 
Even the most mundane experiences can 
make you feel raw and vulnerable. And let’s 
not get started on the energy of the room. So 
what do you do when you have a knack of 
sensing everything around to a point that it 
starts affecting you on a personal level? This 

is where the need for boundaries becomes 
imperative. Start by practicing compassion, 
first for yourself then others.
Tip: Be compassionate with yourself and others.
CAnCer: Pablo Picasso, the famous 
painter of all times, said, “Every act of cre-
ation is first an act of destruction.” If things 
are falling apart, let them. Grab a front row 
seat and enjoy the show. As you learn to 
detach, you will gain clarity on what you 
should and shouldn’t do. 
Tip: Trust the voice of your inner wisdom.
Leo: Welcome to (almost) 2020! A time 
when you don’t have to play by the rules 
if you don’t want to. A time when pleasing 
yourself is a prerogative and self-partnered 
is a perfectly good place to be. Take time to 
discover yourself irrespective of your rela-
tionship status. Commit to dedicating more 
time to your hobbies. 
Tip: Love the (wo)man in the mirror first.
Virgo:
Oh, sensitivity! Your biggest boon and your 
bane. Understand what is triggering you at 
this moment. Could you be confusing your 

emotions with the feelings of those around 
you? Something to think about when you 
find yourself in the midst of a harsh environ-
ment. What you’re being asked to focus on 
today: consciously clearing your space and 
saying goodbye to anything that’s toxic.
Tip: Clear your space.
LibrA: Some fairytale wisdom from Pin-
occhio to brighten up your day: “The most 
fantastic magical things can happen, and it 
all starts with a wish.” What are you wait-
ing for, Libra? Let your dreams and desires 
be known. The Universe is in the mood to 
give and give some more. Remember to stay 
open to receiving. If what you have asked 
for is in alignment with your highest good, 
there’s no reason you won’t experience it in 
your reality.
Tip: Expect nothing less than a miracle.
sCorpio: Stop living a mundane life, 
Scorpio. Stop hiding your inherent magick. 
Today brings with itself the reminder that 
you are a sorceress who has been blessed 
with the ability to speak things into exis-
tence. Some of you may be going through a 

period of separation. Others may be recover-
ing from a heartbreak. Remember the saying 
‘if it flows, it flows’. For now, focus on the 
healing and recovery process.
Tip: Awaken to your inner sorceress.
sAGiTTArius: This is the love you have 
been hoping and praying for, Sagittarius. 
Then what’s keeping you from making that 
big move? Could your inability to move for-
ward be a product of your own fears? Keep 
this in mind when you find yourself ‘stuck’. 
For some of you, the lack of financial stabil-
ity could be posing as a problem. Trust that 
your material needs will be taken care of to-
day and tomorrow. 
Tip: Beware of the lies your fear is telling you.
CApriCorn: While one of you is a 
dreamer with an uncanny ability to make the 
world a beautiful place, the other is a doer 
who believes in grounding themselves in the 
material reality before anything else. Does 
the stark difference have to pose itself as a 
problem? Not if you don’t want it to. What 
you want to keep in mind when you visual-
ise a life with them: they say opposites at-

tract for a reason.
Tip: Let your wildly different world views 
be the reason you explore this connection.
AquArius: The process of transforma-
tion may have been gradual, but you’re now 
at a point where you feel self-actualised. 
Drawing and respecting your own boundar-
ies has become second nature. It’s helping 
you give others the space they need to do 
their own thing so that when you come to-
gether the connection blows your mind. The 
only thing you want to be mindful of is try-
ing to do everything on your own. There’s 
no harm in asking for help once in a while.
Tip: The caterpillar has become a butterfly.
pisCes: Close your eyes and realign. 
Connect with the power of your subcon-
scious mind. Now, from this space of clarity, 
visualise a life with the one who has been 
on your mind. What kind of feelings does 
this meditation invoke? Do you feel joyful 
at the idea of growing older and wiser with 
them by your side? PS: Looks like you’ve 
answered your own question, Pisces.
Tip: Put your heart on the line.

‘Gully Boy’ out of Oscar race as Academy 
unveils shortlist for 9 categories

Kashyap calls govt ‘fascist’ over its 
handling of student protests against CAA

Leak reveals how Marvel might fix one of the biggest problems coming in MCU Phase 4

Los Angeles, Dec 17 (PTI): 
Zoya Akhtar’s “Gully Boy”, 
starring Ranveer Singh in the 
role of a budding street rap-
per, has crashed out of the 
Best International Feature 
Film race at the Oscars after 
the Academy unveiled short-
lists for nine categories.

The movie failed to make 
the cut in the top-10 mov-
ies that will advance to the 
next round of voting at the 
92nd Academy Awards. With 
“Gully Boy” out of the race, 
India’s dry run at the Acade-
my Awards continues as the 
country has never made it to 
the top five, except three oc-
casions. The last Indian film 
that made it to the final five 
was Ashutosh Gowariker’s 
“Lagaan” in 2001.

“Mother India” (1958) 
and “Salaam Bombay” 
(1989) are the other two In-
dian movies to have made it 
to the top five.

Ninety-one films were eli-
gible in the category.

The films that have made 
the cut are: South Korean di-
rector Bong Joon-ho’s much 
touted class satire “Parasite”, 
Pedro Almodovar’s Spanish 
feature “Pain and Glory”, “The 
Painted Bird” from Czech Re-
public, Estonia’s “Truth and 
Justice”, “Les Miserables” 
from France, “Those Who 
Remained” from Hungary, 
North Macedonia’s “Honey-
land”, “Corpus Christi” from 
Poland, “Beanpole” from 
Russia and “Atlantica” from 
Senegal.

In the nominations round, 
Academy members from all 
branches are invited to opt-in 
to participate and must view 
all 10 shortlisted films in or-
der to cast a ballot.

Besides international 
feature film, the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences (AMPAS) also an-
nounced its shortlist for 
music (original score), mu-
sic (original song), visual ef-
fects, documentary feature, 

documentary short subject, 
makeup and hairstyling, an-
imated short film and live 
action short film categories. 
In the music (original score), 
15 films have advanced to the 

next round. The final five will 
be determined by members 
of the music branch of the 
Academy.

Icelandic composer 
Hildur Gudnadottir, whose 
score for Joaquin Phoenix’s 
“Joker” has been received 
well by the critics, is joined 
by veterans Alan Silvestri 
(Avengers: Endgame”), Al-
exandre Desplat (“Little 
Women”), Michael Giacchino 
(“Jojo Rabbit”), Randy New-
man (“Marriage Story”) and 
Thomas Newman (“1917”) in 
the category.

Other films that made it 
into last 15 are “Bombshell”, 
“The Farewell”, “Ford v Ferra-
ri”, “Frozen II”, “Jojo Rabbit”, 
“The King”, “Pain and Glory”, 
“Star Wars: The Rise of Sky-
walker” and “Us”.

The Academy’s shortlist 
for music (original song) was 

culled from 75 eligible songs.
The list includes “Speech-

less” from “Aladdin”, “Let-
ter To My Godfather” from 
“The Black Godfather”, “I’m 
Standing With You” from 

“Breakthrough”, “Da Bronx” 
from “The Bronx USA”, “Into 
The Unknown” from “Frozen 
II”, “Stand Up” from “Harri-
et”, “Catchy Song” from “The 
Lego Movie 2: The Second 
Part”, “Never Too Late” and 
“Spirit” from “The Lion King”, 
“Daily Battles” from “Moth-
erless Brooklyn”, “A Glass of 
Soju” from “Parasite”, “(I’m 
Gonna) Love Me Again” from 
“Rocketman”, “High Above 
The Water” from “Toni Mor-
rison: The Pieces I Am”, “I 
Can’t Let You Throw Yourself 
Away” from “Toy Story 4” and 
“Glasgow” from “Wild Rose”.

Summer blockbuster 
“Avengers: Endgame” is lead-
ing the race in the visual ef-
fects category. It is joined 
by fellow Disney features -- 
“Captain Marvel”, “The Lion 
King” and “Star Wars: The 
Rise of Skywalker” -- as well 

as Martin Scorsese’s crime 
epic “The Irishman”. James 
Cameron-produced “Alita: 
Battle Angel” and “Termi-
nator: Dark Fate” have also 
made it to the list.

They are joined by 
“Tom Hooper’s “Cats”, Will 
Smith-starrer “Gemini Man” 
and Sam Mendes’ war drama 
“1917”. “Bombshell”, “Joker”, 
“Little Women”, “Rocketman” 
and “1917” have also made it 
to the top ten of makeup and 
hairstyling category.

The films are joined by 
“Dolemite Is My Name”, 
“Downton Abbey”, “Judy”, 
“Maleficent: Mistress of Evil”, 
and “Once upon a Time in 
Hollywood”.

15 films are currently in 
contention for the best doc-
umentary trophy and the list 
includes -- Advocate”, “Amer-
ican Factory”, “The Apollo”, 
“Apollo 11”, “Aquarela”, “The 
Biggest Little Farm”, “The 
Cave”, “The Edge of Democ-
racy”, “For Sama”, “The Great 
Hack”, “Honeyland”, “Knock 
Down the House”, “Maiden”, 
“Midnight Family” and “One 
Child Nation”.

While in documentary 
short subject, ten films have 
made it into final list. The 
films are “After Maria”, “Fire 
in Paradise”, “Ghosts of Sug-
ar Land”, “In the Absence”, 
“Learning to Skateboard in 
a Warzone (If You’re a Girl)”, 
“Life Overtakes Me”, “The 
Nightcrawlers”, “St. Louis 
Superman”, “Stay Close” and 
“Walk Run Cha-Cha”.

In the animated short 
film, ten films will be com-
peting for the final five slots. 
They include “Dcera (Daugh-
ter)”, “Hair Love”, “He Can’t 
Live without Cosmos”, “Hors 
Piste”, “Kitbull”, “Memorable”, 
“Mind My Mind”, “The Phys-
ics of Sorrow”, “Sister” and 
“Uncle Thomas: Account-
ing for the Days”. Nomina-
tions for the 92nd Academy 
Awards will be announced on 
January 13, 2020. 

Disney and Marvel have had a huge 
year, registering three major success-

es at the box office including Captain Mar-
vel, Avengers: Endgame, and Spider-Man: 
Far From Home, although it’s Avengers 
4 that’s obviously the biggest win for the 
companies. Marvel’s huge gamble paid off 
in the best possible way, turning the MCU 
into a property with no equal. Marvel’s 
Cinematic Universe is only going to get 
better now that Disney owns all of Fox’s 
properties, as Marvel can add several key 
characters to the MCU including the Fan-
tastic Four, X-Men, and Deadpool. Marvel 
will reboot two of those three franchises, 
with Deadpool staying exactly as is.

Of all three, it’s Deadpool who is likely to 
be the first Fox hero to hit the MCU. A report 
last week said that Marvel may use a Phase 
4 film to introduce the character, and a sec-
ond story reinforces that idea, providing 
an additional clue about Marvel’s rumored 
plans. But, more importantly, this leak might 
reveal the key plot detail that will help Mar-
vel fix Deadpool’s huge problem that makes 
the character incompatible with the MCU. 

If you’ve seen all MCU films to date and the 
first two Deadpool films made by Fox, you 
know there’s a massive problem that pre-
vents Marvel form bringing Deadpool over 
as is — and that problem only became ap-
parent once Endgame was released. That’s 
time travel, of course.

In Endgame, altering the past doesn’t 
change the future. All it does is to spawn 
a new timeline of events where the future 
might unravel differently. But in Deadpool 
2, changing the past changed the future. 
Obviously, we can’t have both these rules 
in the MCU going forward, especially since 
the former is a key element for the entire 
Endgame plot. So Marvel has to keep all 
that Deadpool magic in place while some-
what retconning the sequel.

That brand new leak that I mentioned 
explains how it might all go down. The 
same source that said last week that 
Deadpool will appear in Doctor Strange 
and the Multiverse of Madness in the film 
and post-credits scene is back with new 
details. According to We Got This Covered, 
Marvel may be considering having two 

Deadpools, one for the Fox-verse and one 
for the MCU:The Fox-verse version would 
cameo in the film and then never appear 
again, while the MCU version would show 
up later on and be the one that ultimately 
joins the cinematic universe. The implica-
tion would then be that Wade has always 
existed in the MCU, which is a fascinating 
endeavor in its own right.

While the report doesn’t touch on 
the time travel discrepancies between 
Deadpool and Endgame, this is the sort 
of trick that would deal with the issue 
resulting from incorporating Deadpool 
as-is in the MCU, complete with the 
Deadpool 1 and Deadpool 2 baggage. By 
introducing the MCU’s own Deadpool, 
one who is played by the same Ryan 
Reynolds and does pretty much what 
the other version does without any time 
travel, Marvel would avoid having to 
deal with all those issues. They would 
still exist, however, as the Fox-verse 
would have different time travel rules if 
this leak pans out. But Marvel wouldn’t 
have to worry about it going forward. 

Mumbai, Dec 16 (PTI): Filmmaker Anurag 
Kashyap on Monday called the Narendra 
Modi’s government “fascist” over the police 
crackdown on the students of Jamia Mil-
ia and Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity following their pro-
test against the Citizenship 
Amendment Act.

The police entered Jamia 
Millia Islamia University after 
a protest against the amended 
Citizenship Act spiralled out 
of control on Sunday evening.

Forty people, including 
students, policemen and fire-
men, were injured as violence 
erupted during the protest.

Kashyap, who had quit the 
micro-blogging site in August, 
returned on the microblog-
ging site, saying he cannot 
stay “silent any longer”.

“This has gone too far... (I) can’t stay silent 
any longer. This government is clearly fas-
cist... and it makes me angry to see voices that 
can actually make a difference stay quiet..” he 
tweeted.

In August, Kashyap had deleted his Twitter 
account, saying that his parents and daughter 
were receiving threats due to his political 

views. “When your parents start to get calls 
and your daughter gets online threats you 
know that no one wants to talk.There isn’t go-
ing to be reason or rationale. Thugs will rule 

and thuggery will be the new way of life. Con-
gratulations everyone on this new India and 
hope you all thrive.

“Wish you all the happiness and success. 
This would be my last tweet as I leave twitter. 
When I won’t be allowed to speak my mind 
without fear then I would rather not speak at 
all. Goodbye,” Kashyap had written in his last 
Twitter post.


