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LATE PM 
VAJPAYEE’S ASHES 

IMMERSED IN 
RANGPO  Pg02

GOLAY INAUGURATES
PARTY OFFICE IN 

BERMIOK, WELCOMES
NEW SUPPORTERS pg02

COORDINATION MEET 
ON CHILD RIGHTS AND

CHILD PROTECTION 
HELD IN NAMCHI PG02

“RINPOCHE HAS 
ONLY DIRECTED 
SOME SPECIAL  
PRAYERS TO 
HELD, NOT 
WARNED OF 
ANY DISASTER 
WAITING TO 
HAPPEN”

ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 23 A :

The of ice of Dodrup-
chen Rinpoche here 

at the Chorten Monastery 
at Deorali has dismissed 
claims that the Rinpoche 
has predicted any ca-
lamity for Sikkim. Such 
claims, it may be recalled, 
have gone viral over so-
cial media platforms and 
have understandably 
caused some amount of 
panic and concern.

“Claims circulating 
on social media and 
WhatsApp regarding a 
supposed prediction by 
Dodrupchen Rinpoche 
about a calamity await-
ing to hit Sikkim are 

totally untrue. The Rin-
poche has made no such 
predictions or issued any 
such warning. There is 
nothing to worry or fear,” 
stressed the Secretary to 
Dodrupchen Rinpoche, 
Lopen Sangay Dorjee, 
when contacted for com-
ment today.

For the past few 
days, anonymous voice 

notes and text messages 
are being widely circu-
lated through the me-
dium of social media 
and WhatsApp claiming 
Dodrupchen Rinpoche’s 
prediction of a calami-
ty hitting the State soon 
creating fear among the 
masses.

SummitTimes to-
day visited Dodrupchen 

Rinpoche’s seat here at 
Chorten Gumpa to follow 
up on the matter.

The monastery au-
thorities and the Secre-
tary to Dodrupchen Rin-
poche informed that they 
received a letter from 
Dodrupchen Rinpoche 
on 12 Aug wherein he di-
rected that some import-
ant prayers, pujas and 

mantra recitations be 
conducted for maintain-
ing peace and harmony 
in the State and the rest 
of the world.

Dodrupchen Rin-
poche has mentioned 
the names of nine Zindas 
[patrons] who are closely 
associated with him who 
have been passed var-
ious responsibilities of 

conducting these prayers 
throughout the State.

“The Dodrupchen 
Rinpoche’s letter which 
is in Tibetan language 
clearly mentions only the 
pujas that should be con-
ducted and there is no 
prediction of any calam-
ity happening in Sikkim,” 
said Tulku Dawa Sangpo 

Dodrupchen Rinpoche has not predicted any
calamity: Monastery authorities reassure

G , 23 A  [IPR]: The 
38th Foundation Day celebration 
of Sirijunga Yakthung Sakthim 
Phojumbo [SYSP] organized by 
Limboo Cultural Society was cele-
brated with grandeur at Tharpu in 
West Sikkim today in the presence 
of Chief Minister Pawan Chamling 
as chief guest.

Also present were Minister of 
Human Resource Development 
Department, RB Subba, Minister 
of Urban Development & Housing 
Department, NK Subba, Minis-
ter of Health & IPR Departments, 
AK Ghatani, Minister of Roads & 
Bridges, GM Gurung, and Minister 
of Rural Management & Develop-
ment Department, SB Subedi.

The CM, in his address, spoke 
on SYSP being a cultural fort for 
the entire State of Sikkim working 
for cultural forti ication and pres-
ervation. He thanked the Limboo 
Cultural Society for putting up a 
show wherein all cultures of Sik-
kim were showcased.

“Humans are one in nature. 
Caste, race, religion and other such 
external entities should not sep-
arate us in anyway. As one of the 
quotes by Abraham Lincoln says, 
‘All men are created equal’, hence 

one should ponder upon that 
deeply,” said Mr Chamling.

He stated that there should 
be ‘balanced development’ where 
society should be responsible to-
wards each and every right they 

get in the State. He mentioned that 
the State and its citizens should be 
responsible towards self and to-
wards the State as well.

The CM urged the youth to be 
positive in their thinking and high-

lighted on the importance of posi-
tive thinking and outlook in view-
ing their lives. 

He asked the youth to be more 
productive, competitive and cre-
ative and advised them to take 
the opportunities provided by the 
State, learn to understand their 
potential and make their individu-
al futures bright.

He further stressed that the 
Sikkimese citizens should be ret-
rospective in their view of how the 
government has been pro-public 
and pro-development of the pub-
lic. He also informed the public 
present that the United Nations 
and countries of the modern world 
have been positive on how Sikkim 
has adopted Organic Farming. He 
also mentioned that it is a proud 
moment for every Sikkimese that 
the world is following what Sikkim 
has done.

He also noti ied that up to 90% 
of all road-related demands placed 
by the public during his 32-day-

long tour have been sanctioned. 
Similarly, other demands will be 
sanctioned by 15 Sept, he added.

The CM was felicitated by 
Sukhim Yakthung Sapsok Saplon 
Chumbho [SYSSC] for his contribu-
tion and positive support towards 
the Limboo community of Sikkim.

The programme also featured 
cultural performances presented 
by various cultural groups of Sik-
kim, felicitations of various digni-
taries for their individual contri-
bution towards SYSP and launch-
ing of books and music CD.

The function also had the 
presence of Yuksom MLA, Sonam 
Dadul Bhutia, Tashiding MLA, KS 
Lepcha, Daramdin MLA, DN Sher-
pa, Yangthang MLA, Chandra Maya 
Subba, Zilla Adhyaksha, Devika 
Subba, Zilla Up-Adhyaksha, Ashok 
Gurung, District Collector [West], 
Dr AB Karki, Superintendent of Po-
lice [West], Tenzing Loden Lepcha, 
Advisors, District Of icials and oth-
er dignitaries.

90% of road-related demands placed during Jan Sampark Abhiyan sanctioned: CM
turn to pg02

T , A  23 (PTI): 
Describing Buddhism as 
one of India’s greatest 
gifts to Bhutan, the Hi-
malayan nation’s queen 
mother said today that 
the ancient religion is the 
“unchanging constant” in 
the deep bond between 
the two neighbours.

“It is a matter of im-
mense satisfaction and 
happiness for the people 
of Bhutan and India that 
our two countries enjoy 
excellent and exemplary 
friendship - a friendship 
that is anchored in un-
wavering trust, goodwill, 
understanding, and mu-
tually bene icial coopera-
tion,” Queen Mother Ashi 
Dorji Wangmo Wangc-
huk said.

She was delivering 
the opening address at 
the ninth edition of the 
Mountain Echoes Liter-
ary Festival that is cele-
brating 50 years of the 
establishment of formal 
diplomatic ties between 
the two countries.

“Following the arrival 
of Buddhism, great Bud-

dhist masters from India, 
most notably Guru Pad-
masambhava, travelled 
to Bhutan. The teachings 
of Lord Buddha and Guru 
Padmasambhava contin-
ue to in luence the lives 
of every Bhutanese”, she 
said.

“It is my belief that 
Buddhism - our shared 
spiritual heritage - is the 
unchanging constant in 
our age-old relationship,” 
the Queen Mother said.

She added that the 
relationship between In-
dia and Bhutan draws it 
strength from the rich 
tapestry of shared cultural 
and historical heritages.

She recalled the time 
when the Third King of 
Bhutan and then Indian 
Prime Minister Jawa-
harlal Nehru laid the 
foundation of India-Bhu-
tan relations.

Following Nehru’s 
visit, Bhutan launched 
its irst Five Year Plan in 
1961, which, along with 
the second, was inanced 
by India.

Buddhism India’s
greatest gift to us: Bhutan’s

Queen Mother

turn to pg02
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contd from pg01
of Chorten Gumpa.

Speaking to Sum-
mitTimes, Secretary of 
Dodrupchen Rinpoche, 
Lopen Sangay Dorjee, 
said that the prayers 
mentioned in the letter 
of the Rinpoche are very 
important and incur 
heavy expenditure which 
is why the Rinpoche has 
directed the Zindas to 
take necessary action.

Tulku Dawa Sangpo 
went on to further 
clarify: “There are no 
predictions of calamities 
waiting to happen in the 
letter or anything to be 
afraid of. To maintain the 
established peace and 
harmony in Sikkim, the 
Dodrupchen Rinpoche 
has directed such pujas 
to be performed. Though 
we conduct such prayers 
regularly, this may be 
the irst time that the 
Rinpoche has instructed 
it to be conducted as 
mentioned.”

“Every Gumpa does 
not have enough number 
of monks so it will be a 
tough job to perform the 
recitation at once in a 
single monastery. Hence, 
works and recitation are 
distributed amongst all 
Gumpas and the Dod-
rupchen Rinpoche has 
specially directed to per-
form the Neten Chagchod 
which is homage and of-
ferings to Sthaviras, el-
ders at the Chuklakhang 
Monastery in Gangtok 
and has been already ini-
tiated,” he added.

The Dodrupchen Rin-
poche, in the letter, has 
instructed the monks and 
Zindas to make arrange-
ments to perform recita-
tion of Kajur [108 vol-
umes], Zangchod Mon-
lam [Aspiration Prayer 
of Excellent Deeds] and 
Neten Chagchod [Hom-
age & Offerings to Stha-
viras, Elders] at various 

Gumpas.
The recitation of Ka-

jur [108 volumes] is to be 
recited 100 times and a 
monk takes four days to 
perform the recitation of 
only one volume of 108.

The recitation of 
Zangchod Monlam [As-
piration Prayer of Excel-
lent Deeds] is to be per-
formed One lakh times 
while the Neten Chagc-
hod [Homage & Offerings 
to Sthaviras, Elders] is to 
be recited 10,000 times, 
it is informed.

The Secretary to the 
Dodrupchen Rinpoche 
has urged everyone to 
act responsibly and to 
ignore rumours of such 
predictions. 

Similarly, the Tulku of 
Chorten Monastery has 
urged all to come forward 
to be a part of this holy 
recitation and contribute 
with an open heart.

It may be mentioned 
here that the 93-year-old 
Dodrupchen Rinpoche is 
currently in USA and is 
expected to return next 
month.

Kyabjé Dodrupchen 
Rinpoche, the Fourth 
Dodrupchen Rinpoche, 
Tubten Trinlé Pal Zang-
po is one of the most 
important living mas-
ters in the Nyingma and 
Dzogchen traditions. As 
the fourth incarnation of 
Dodrupchen Jikmé Trinlé 
Özer, the heart-son of Jik-
mé Lingpa who revealed 
the Longchen Nyingthik, 
Dodrupchen Rinpoche 
is the principal holder of 
the Longchen Nyingtik 
teachings.

Dodrupchen Rin-
poche was the sole holder 
and fundamental dharma 
possessor of the complete 
Great Perfection Longc-
hen Nying-thik. “Longc-
hen” means the bound-
lessly vast dharmadhatu, 
and “Nying-thik” means 
mind essence.

Dodrupchen Rinpoche 
has not predicted...

“It was during this 
period that the irst mo-
torable roads, schools 
and hospitals were built 
in Bhutan,” she said.

The Queen Mother 
also credited India for 
Bhutan’s admission to 
the United Nations as a 
member on September 
21, 1971. India had spon-
sored the membership.

Subsequently, Jigme 
Singye Wangchuck, the 
Fourth Druk Gyalpo, 
followed in the foot-
steps of his predecessor, 
and forged friendships 
with successive Indian 
leaders. Achievements 
during this period in-
clude the commissioning 
of a series of hydropower 
projects in Bhutan, the 
irst being the Chhukha 

Hydropower Project.
“His Majesty the 

Fourth Druk Gyalpo en-
visioned hydropower as 
the backbone of Bhuta-
nese economy. And, India 
continued to be our larg-
est development part-
ner and their aid almost 
doubled every ive year 
plan,” the Queen Mother 
said.

In 2003, the two 
countries faced a threat 
from militants who en-
tered Bhutan.

“In a departure from 
all norms, His Majesty 
the Fourth Druk Gyalpo 
led a small group of Bhu-
tanese army from the 
front to lush out the mili-
tants from the Bhutanese 
soil as the last option. It 
is a re lection of the com-
mitment of highest order 
to the friendship towards 
the people of India by His 
Majesty the Fourth Druk 
Gyalpo,” the Queen Moth-
er said.

The deepening and 
evolving friendship be-
tween two countries 
strengthened with the 
signing of the India-Bhu-
tan Friendship Treaty on 
February 8 in 2017.

The Mountain Echoes 
Literary Festival, which 
opened to the public 
here today, will feature 
over 75 eminent speak-
ers who will discuss a 
range of topics, including 
environment, music, art, 
theatre and history.

The three-day event 
will come to a close on 
August 25.

Buddhism India’s
greatest gift to us: Bhutan’s

Queen Mother
contd from pg01

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 A : 

A constituency-level meeting of 
Sikkim Krantikari Morcha for 

Gyalshing-Bermiok constituency 
was held at Bermiok Bazaar on 
Thursday. 

On the occasion, SKM presi-
dent PS Tamang [Golay] inaugu-
rated the constituency-level party 
of ice at 13th Mile and welcomed 
117 families from SDF from differ-
ent parts of the constituency into 
the SKM fold. Also on the day, eight 
families from Chakung-Soreng 
constituency and one family from 
Kyongsa ward of Yangthang con-
stituency joined the SKM, informs 
an SKM press release.

The release adds that in his 
address, the SKM party president 

mentioned that he surrendered 
and went to jail in the interest of 
the people of Sikkim. Mr Tamang, 
it may be recalled, completed a one 
year prison term following his con-
viction in a corruption case.

He alleged that the State 
government conspired to send 
him to jail. He also alleged that 
Minister RB Subba has been 
indulging in communal politics 
and added that SKM on the other 
hand has been working to unite 
all communities of Sikkim and 
urged the people to identify 
the leader who can lead all the 
communities together.

Mr Tamang alleged that the SDF 
president, Chief Minnister Pawan 
Chamling, has been making false 
promises and announcements in 

his long speeches and deceiving 
the people. 

He also mentioned that the SDF 
party has not been working in the 
interest of students and youth. He 
further alleged that the ruling par-
ty has been deceiving Limboo and 
Tamang communities with false 
assurances for long years.

Mr Tamang mentioned that 
SKM was ready for the upcoming 
election with all candidates and no 
that power can stop PS Golay from 
contesting the 2019 elections. 

He added that SKM would 
hand over Sikkim to the youth of 
the State. He also lashed out on 
the government for not working 
in the interest of farmers, Sherpa 
community and government 
employees.

Golay inaugurates party
of ice in Bermiok, welcomes

new supporters

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 A :

Bharatiya Janata Party 
is carrying out ‘Asthi 

Kalash Yatra’ to immerse 
ashes of its founding 
president and former 
Prime Minister Late Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee across 
the country today. On the 
occasion, Bharatiya Jan-
ta Party Sikkim Pradesh 
has also taken out ‘Asthi 
Kalash Yatra’ from its 
party of ice at Golitar 
in Singtam, East Sikkim 
and covered the route 
of Singtam, 32 No, Ra-
nipool, Gangtok and back 
to Rangpo. 

The ashes were im-
mersed following Hindu 
rituals at the meeting 
point of Rangpo River 
and Teesta River at Rang-
po in East Sikkim.

A BJP press release 

informs that BJP state 
president, DB Chauhan, 
and treasurer, GD Agar-
wal, from Sikkim par-
ticipated in the funeral 
of Late Vajpayee on 17 
Aug. It is added that Mr 

Chauhan received the 
urn carrying ashes of 
Late Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee at the BJP head-office 
on 22 Aug and returned 
to Sikkim on the same 
day.

Leaders, youth and 
members of BJP state-
unit and BJP members 
from Kalimpong District 
were also present during 
the immersion of ashes 
of the former PM.  

Late PM Vajpayee’s ashes
immersed in Rangpo

N , 23 A  [IPR]: 
State Child Protection 
Society [SCPS] and Inte-
grated Child Protection 
Scheme [ICPS], Social 
Justice, Empowerment 
& Welfare Department 
conducted daylong co-
ordination meeting cum 
awareness programme on 
child rights and child pro-
tection issues for all stake-
holders of South district at 
Of icer’s Club in Namchi, 
South Sikkim today.

Zilla Adhyaksha 
[South], Farwanti Ta-
mang, attended the meet-
ing as chief guest accom-
panied by Chairperson, 
Sikkim Commission for 
Protection of Child Rights 
[SCPCR], Deekila Bhutia, 
Additional Secretary cum 
Director, ICPS, Dushyant 
Pariyar, Joint Secretary 
cum Programme Man-
ager, ICPS, Bandana Rai, 
District Child Protection 
Of icer [South], Roshnila 
Gurung, along with staff 
and of icials of SJE&WD, 
Anganwadi workers, 
NGO representatives, 
Police personnel and 
various children’s home 

representatives of South 
district.

Addressing the meet-
ing, Zilla Adhyaksha 
[South], Ms Tamang, 
lauded the tireless ser-
vice of the staff of ICPS 
who help secure the safe-
ty of children with spe-
cial emphasis on children 
in need of care and pro-
tection, juveniles in con-
lict with the law and oth-

er vulnerable children.
She cited the extreme 

need to protect children 
who are the futures of 
tomorrow. She re lected 

upon the rising crimes 
against children and 
underlined the value of 
checking crimes against 
children.

District Child Protec-
tion Of icer [South], Ms 
Gurung, who was the re-
source person for the day, 
presented a PowerPoint 
presentation wherein 
she comprehensively 
explained ICPS as a cen-
trally sponsored scheme 
under Ministry of Wom-
en & Child with 90% con-
tribution from the Min-
istry and 10% from the 

State to help secure the 
safety of children with a 
special emphasis on chil-
dren in need of care and 
protection and juveniles 
in con lict.

She also brought 
forth data related to 
crime against children in 
the district which includ-
ed cases of POCSO, miss-
ing children, child labour, 
run-away children, traf-
icked children, children 

who have gone for adop-
tion, children who have 
been rehabilitated and 

Coordination meet on child rights and
child protection held in Namchi

turn to pg03

M  (WB), A  
23 (PTI): One person 
was killed and two others 
were seriously injured in 
an explosion at an of ice 
of the ruling Trinamool 
Congress at Makrampur 
in West Midnapore dis-
trict, police here said.

It was not immedi-
ately known whether a 
crude bomb had explod-
ed or a gas cylinder inside 
the party of ice led to the 
incident, the sources said. 
The cause of the blast that 
took place at around 10 

am would be known only 
after forensic examina-
tion, police said.

The injured were 
admitted to a hospital 
where their condition 
was stated to be stable.

The police remained 
tight-lipped whether the 
deceased and the injured 
belonged to the TMC.

Police have cordoned 
off the explosion site. 
TMC district president 
Ajit Maiti said they were 
collecting all information 
regarding the explosion.

One killed, two injured in 
explosion at TMC of ice
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Gangtok on 

Friday, 
24 Aug

Temp: 26°C/18°C
Forecast: Cloudy, 
a couple of thun-
dershowers; 
not as warm.
Sunrise: 05:10 AM
Sunset: 6:05 PM

 SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
 DEAR ENERGY EVENING
 Draw No:2 DrawDate on:23/08/18

 1st Prize Rs.26.03 Lakhs/- 66D 65453
 Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 65453 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
 05105 42895 44636 54808 56306
 62585 76109 77678 78529 79674
 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0042 1150 3000 5064 6802 6873 7396 7979 9563 9946
 4th Prize Rs.250/- 1144 1324 2563 3282 4052 4421 5886 6255 9053 9679
 5th Prize Rs.120/-
 0035 0082 0096 0128 0129 0248 0310 0488 0495 0677
 0697 0847 0909 1093 1122 1143 1149 1163 1203 1349
 1523 1531 1616 1628 1719 1873 2029 2076 2285 2570
 2813 2879 2949 3059 3258 3311 3329 3342 3387 3497
 3649 3689 3737 3786 4145 4469 4579 4743 4776 4814
 4869 4928 4972 5010 5425 5637 5725 5790 5791 5828
 5862 5888 5912 5934 6023 6124 6169 6205 6265 6270
 6272 6290 6330 6336 6761 6790 6842 6854 7207 7300
 7680 7765 7846 7930 7997 8375 8422 8465 8481 8782
 8800 8817 8946 9068 9153 9325 9507 9574 9590 9605
Issued by :
The Director ,Sikkim State Lotteries,
Government Of Sikkim ,Deorali - 737102 ,Sikkim
Please Visit : www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE 

PLOT FOR SALE: Plot measur-
ing  30x40 and 40x60 both on 
Road side at Shyari, Gangtok, 
East Sikkim for sale. Contact: 
7384620040/ 7477406169.

repatriated and children  
who have revived spon-
sorships and aftercare 
assistance from the ICPU, 
DCPU SJE&WD.

Another resource 
person, Legal cum Pro-
bation Of icer, Bilal Gu-
rung, spoke about POC-
SO and elucidated that 
the Act has been estab-
lished to protect children 
against offences like sex-
ual abuse, sexual harass-
ment and pornography. 
He further informed that 
the act was formed to 
provide a child-friendly 
system for trial under 
which the perpetrators 
could be punished.

He also spoke in detail 
about the Juvenile Justice 
[Care and Protection of 
Children] Act, 2015 which 
he stated was an Act to 
consolidate and amend 
the law relating to chil-
dren alleged and found 
to be in con lict with law 
and children in need of 
care and protection.

Similarly, a presen-

tation on adoption and 
its various components 
were spelled out by Pro-
gramme Of icer, SARA, 
Peter Rai, followed by 
an address by Counsel-
lor, Laxana Subedi, who 
imparted an impactful 
session on Soft Skills for 
Police Personnel deal-
ing with cases related to 
children. Citing examples 
and real life scenarios 
she emphasized the need 
for the individuals work-
ing under law enforce-
ment to imbibe certain 
qualities in order to re-
solve child related issues 
and to be truly effective 
in their day-to-day job as 
a police of icer.

The programme also 
had screening of a mov-
ie by ICPS, DCPU [South] 
titled “Nurturing the 
Future” and an interac-
tive session between the 
resource persons and 
the stakeholders where 
various issues and its 
mitigation methods were 
discussed and deliberat-
ed upon.

Coordination meet on
child rights...

contd from pg02

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 23 A :

Rotary Club of Gangtok 
organized Rotary 

Charity Ball 2018 to 
commemorate its 50th 
birthday on 22 Aug at 
Hotel Lemon Tree in 
Gangtok during which 
the signature service 
projects of Rotary Club 
of Gangtok carried out 
in the past 50 years were 
displayed for information 
of the gathering, a press 
release informs.

Senior Rotarians Lal-
chand Khatri, Poonam 
Chand Agarwal and Mo-
han Lal Sarda, and for-
mer District Governor, 
Dr Yogesh Verma, were 
felicitated by president, 
Prakash Mundra.

Rotary Club of Gang-
tok extended gratitude 
to sponsors of the event, 
Topsel Toyota, Cox and 
Kings and Loreal Paris, 
for their support. Funds 

Rotary Club of Gangtok celebrates
50 years in Sikkim

YOGEN THATAL
S , 23 A : A 
team from Singtam Dis-
trict Hospital, on the di-
rection of Chief Medical 
Of icer, East conducted 
inspection drive at Sing-
tam Bazaar in East Sik-
kim today. The team was 
led by District Health 
Education Of icer, East, 
Sonam Bhutia, along 
with ASHA members and 
AWWs. 

The team inspected 
hotels, meat shops, tea 

stalls and surrounding 
areas wherein one paan 
shop was found involved 
in the sale of banned gut-
kas. The owner of the 
shop has been warned of 
stringent action if found 
selling gutkas again.

Meanwhile, a team 
from National Vector 
Borne Diseases Control 
Board, Health Depart-
ment has been undertak-
ing prevention measures 
at night in different areas 
of Singtam regularly.

Health of icials
conduct inspection 

drive in Singtam

PT EUTHENPA

Pang Lhabsol or worship of the guardian 
deities came into existence in the culture 

of Sikkim after the visit of Guru Rinpoche 
to Sikkim in about eighth century A.D. The 
great Tantric Guru exorcised  and converted 
the demons of Sikkim (viz; Nyachen Thang-
la, Dorjee Lekpa, Twelve Tanmas, space Da-
kinis, seven goddesses of medicine, land and 
water gods and arrogant spirits) and bound 
them under a solemn oath. The demons 
were appointed as guardian deities of hid-
den treasures and protectors of Dharma. In 
return the converts were to be worshipped 
every year. They were also instructed to 
grace the land with good harvest and time-

ly rainfall and to prevent all types of natural 
calamities. Guru Rinpoche also prophesised 
that the annual ritual worship of these de-
ities with faith and sincerity would keep 
the land of Sikkim peaceful where religion 
would lourish and harvest bountiful.

This festival is associated with a very im-
portant historical event i.e, signing of treaty 
of brotherhood between Loh-men (Bhutia 
and Lepcha) by Kheye Bumsa and Thekon-
tek at Kabi in North Sikkim in 1300 A.D. On 
the day of signing of the treaty the local de-
ities (as stated above) were invoked to wit-
ness the occasion. That is why the festival is 
called Pang Lhabsol (worship of witness).

The festival is quite unique in Sikkim. It 

was popularised mainly by the third king of 
Sikkim, Chogyal Chakdor Namgyal in 1700 
A.D. He choreographed the famous Pangtoed 
Dance being performed by the Lamas in the 
compound of Tsuklhakhang, Gangtok in 
dedication to the guardian deities. Dance of 
the deities Khangchen-dzonga (also called 
Mahakala) and his associate Yapdhue are 
being performed by the lamas wearing mask 
and colourful costumes. Ritual ceremony is 
performed in all monasteries, sacred caves 
and at Kabi every year on the ifteenth day of 
the seven month of Buddhist calendar.

Prior to merger of Sikkim with India the 
day used to be observed as national day for 
Sikkim.

raised from The Rotary 
Charity Ball 2018 will 
be used for the various 
social service projects of 
the Club. The Club will be 
conducting different ser-
vice projects on 22nd of 
every month to commem-
orate its Golden Jubilee 
with few megaprojects in 
pipeline, it is informed.

It may be mentioned 
here, the first Rotary 
Club was formed in Chi-
cago, USA in 1905 with 
Sikkim having its first 
Rotary Club in 1968. 

The process of forming 
Rotary Club of Gang-
tok was conceived in 
March 1968 with the 
visit of the then District 
Governor of RI District 
325, Justice H Mahapa-
tra [Patna High Court], 
and DIG of CID, Bihar 
[Rotary Club of Patna], 
T Nath, and their meet-
ing with Principal Ad-
ministrative Officer of 
Sikkim, RN Haldipur. 
A provisional Rota-
ry Club of Sikkim was 
formed patrnonized by 

the Chogyal of Sikkim, 
PT Namgyal, under RI 
guidelines with office 
bearers as RN Haldipur 
[president], Rai Baha-
dur Athing SonamTob-
den [vice president], 
Madan M Rasaily [sec-
retary] and LH Hartnett 
[joint secretary].

The Club was admit-
ted to Rotary Interna-
tional as Rotary Club of 
Gangtok on 22 Aug, 1968 
and the charter presen-
tation ceremony was 
planned on 03 Nov, 1968 

but due to landslides and 
disruption of communi-
cation, the ceremony was 
postponed and was inal-
ly held on 02 Mar, 1969 
with Rai Bahadur Athing 
SonamTobden as presi-
dent, MM Rasaily as vice 
president and LH Hart-
nett as secretary with Ch-
ogyal of Sikkim as patron 
and had 32 members on 
its roll.

Today, it is the longest 
surviving non-govern-
mental social service or-
ganisation in Sikkim.

Pang Lhabsol

K , A  23 (PTI): 
India’s dependence on 
limestone import for use 
in various industries is 
likely to get substantial-
ly reduced as a huge un-
der-sea deposit in the Ara-
bian Sea has been found 
to be of top grade, a top 
Geological Survey of India 
(GSI) of icial said today.

The depost was dis-
covered off Gujarat-Ma-
harastra coast in India’s 
Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ), GSI Director Gen-
eral Dinesh Gupta said 
here today.

During tests at the Indi-
an Bureau of Mines’s (IBM) 
Bangalore facility, it has 
been found that Calcium 
Oxide content is of 46 to 
52 per cent in the limemud 
in that deposit, Gupta and 
senior scientists of GSI’s 
Marine and Coastal Survey 
division at Mangalore told 
newspersons.

The 72,000 million 
tonne limemud found in 
the Arabian Sea, 80 to 
100 km from the coast 
and at about 55 to 120 
metre water depth, is of 
the best category given 
the high content of Calci-
um Oxide in it, they said.

The limemud, spread 
over 6,603 square km, has 
been found to be suitable 
for use in blast furnaces 

of steel plants and steel 
melting shops, pharma-
ceutical industries, apart 
from the cement industry, 
Gupta said.

Stating that the coun-
try is short of chemical 
grade limestone, he said 
the inding would mean 
that the nation’s depen-
dence on import will re-
duce substantially once 
extraction begins follow-
ing auction of the blocks.

“Mining will be easy 
given the location and 
depth of the ind,” the GSI 
DG said.

He said following 
tests at Regional Mineral 
Processing Laboratory, 
impurity percentage in 
the limemud has been 
found to be very less with 
almost zero wastage.

Silica and alumina 
content have been found 
to be within limit.

The GSI has also dis-
covered huge deposits of 
construction grade sand 
blocks off Kerala coast in 
the Arabian Sea, he said.

“The 457 million cu-
bic metre of sand dis-
covered about 10 to 12 
km from the coast at a 
depth of 30 metre have 
been found in four blocks 
off Ponnani, Chavakkad, 
Aleppey and Kollam,” 
Gupta said.

Top grade
limestone deposit found

under Arabian Sea

IndiGo planes 
grounded, 
non-
availability of 
spares blamed
N  D , A  23 
(PTI): Budget carrier 
IndiGo, which has been 
grappling with Pratt and 
Whitney engine issue, 
today said some of its 
Airbus A320 Neo air-
craft have been ground-
ed “proactively” due 
to “non-availability” of 
spare engines from the 
manufacturer.

The airline’s response 
came to a query on re-
ports that as many as nine 
of its Airbus A320 neo 
aircraft were grounded as 
on August 20 because of 
the engine issue.

The fresh bout of 
trouble has forced Indi-
Go to ground aircraft pe-
riodically since July, and 
on August 20, the num-
ber of grounded aircraft 
touched nine, sources 
claimed.

“IndiGo con irms that 
a few A320 Neo aircraft 
have been grounded pro-
actively due to non-avail-
ability of spare engines 
from Pratt and Whitney.

“The release of addi-
tional spare engines has 
been initiated by PW so 
that all aircraft can be 
expected to be in ser-
vice soon. These engine 
changes are pre-planned 
and are as per the norms 
prescribed by the regula-
tor to ensure safe opera-
tions,” the airline said in 
a statement.

A couple of planes 
had, however, resumed 
operations after under-
going engine replace-
ment on August 22 and 
23, the sources said.

On August 10, IndiGo 
had to ground a brand 
new A320 Neo plane 
which had lown less than 
50 hours and was induct-
ed into the airline’s leet a 
couple of weeks ago.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to 
be ignored. Letters which carry 
forward a conversation or initiate a 
dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: letters@summittimes.com

Keeping Children Safe
The rash of POCSO Act cases should have 

attracted wider social engagement

Readers would have noticed the unnerving frequen-
cy with which reports have been arriving about 

sexual offences being perpetrated on minors. 
That said, it also needs to be recognized that it is 

not as if sexual predators who prey on the young have 
suddenly been unleashed on Sikkim. It is more likely 
that now that there is a speci ic law – Protection of 
Children from Sexual Offences Act – to charge such of-
fenders with, the statistic is standing out more prom-
inently now. What have also helped expose such vio-
lations are the awareness and sensitization sessions 
held at the school level where children are informed 
about the laws in place to help them and what kind of  
behavior is now considered a criminal offence. These 
sessions are necessary because in most instances, the 
victims don’t even understand that they are being 
abused or that there is an escape available for them. 
Speak to the cops who address such sensitization pro-
grammes and most of them will con irm that report-
ing of such crimes invariably goes up once the children 
learn that there  is protection available to  them from 
sexual offences.

It is also possible that more of such cases are get-
ting reported to the police than earlier, when they 
would either not be noticed at all or would  be ignored 
or, worse still, settled. Readers would have also no-
ticed that in several instances, it has been the teach-
ers who have noticed the crime, rescued the child and 
reported the offence, and the society needs to collec-
tively thank such teachers for looking out so earnest-
ly for the young and for getting involved in their care 
beyond the con ines of the classrooms. One needs to 
look at options of strengthening the hands of teach-
ers more in handling such episodes and offering them 
more awareness sessions and training on how to han-
dle such traumatic situations. It is also necessary now 
to establish a more robust counselor role/ post in 
schools across the state so that stronger defenses by 
way of proper awareness and counseling are provided 
to the young. With the right training, inspiration and 
support, these counselors can also become the irst 
responders to best care for victims and their families. 

Yes, Sikkim has child protection of icers now, but 
a teacher at the school, because s/he has been with 
the children and their families for longer, enjoys more 
trust which is essential in situations like these. 

It is also important for all those responsible for the 
care and protection of children to realize that most of-
ten – in up to 90% of the cases - sexual predators are 
people known to the kids; very often they are family 
members or people who have weaseled themselves 
close to the family to a level that others do not think 
twice before leaving children unattended around 
them. Uneasy and disturbing though it may be, accept 
that all children, including yours, are at risk primarily 
because society has preferred to look the other way 
when victims have been minors and the perpetrators 
someone with in luence (within the family or in the 
society at large). This needs to change, and can hap-
pen only if a child’s safety is put irst – above every-
thing else. 

One should not be required to spell it out, but given 
that too many prefer to ignore this responsibility, here 
we underline it again – the safety and self-esteem of 
a child are more important than anyone’s embarrass-
ment, inconvenience, or offense. Every time a child 
molester is allowed to get away without a police case, 
those who “arranged” the compromise become com-
plicit to the molestation or worse of the next victim. 
That is how this crime and culpability need to be pro-
jected for children to be kept safer. There is a lot more 
that we can do as families and a society to look out 
better for our children, but that can be easily Googled. 
What is important is for everyone to realize that too 
many children are falling in harms’ way for this to be 
left as a law & order situation. Societal involvement 
needs to be brought in, wider awareness generated 
and with that, stronger protections erected to keep 
the children safe.

JESSICA EISE & NATALIE WHITE
theconversation.com

In Colombia’s coffee-producing re-
gion of Risaralda, small trees run 

along the sharp incline of the Andes 
Mountains, carefully tended in tidy 
rows. Thousands of green coffee ber-
ries turn brilliant red as they ripen, 
ready to be harvested by hand. The 
steep hills here prevent mechanized 
techniques.

Its unique geography makes Co-
lombia one of the world’s greatest 
coffee-producing nations, selling 
US$2.64 billion of mild, high-altitude 
Arabica beans to countries around 
the world each year. Only Brazil and 
Vietnam export more coffee.

Despite their global reach, coffee 
farms in Colombia are generally fam-
ily-owned and modest in size – per-
haps 5 to 12 acres.

These fertile mountains already 
face weather-related risks, such as 
mudslides and erosion. Now, the 
country’s coffee region is increasing-
ly vulnerable to climate change-in-
duced disasters like looding, drought 
and invasive pests.

For the country’s 300,000 coffee 
producers, these extreme weather 
threats – coupled with the increas-
ingly unpredictable seasons, crop dis-
ease and invasive insects associated 
with climate change – endanger their 
livelihoods.

FARMERS SEE THE CHANGES 
AROUND THEM

Our research team went to Colombia 
in early 2018 to talk with the coffee 
farmers of Risaralda about how they 
are adapting to climate change.

We asked 45 farmers questions 
that tapped into the farmers’ own 
conceptualization of climate change, 
such as “What is climate change?” 
and “How, if at all, has climate change 
affected you as a farmer?”

The results were stark.
Over 90 percent of the coffee 

farmers reported changes in average 
temperature. Seventy-four percent 
said droughts had gotten longer and 
worse, and 61 percent reported an 
increase in mountainside erosion and 
landslides because of more rain.

The farmers also perceived im-
pacts of these environmental changes 
on their crops. Ninety-one percent re-
ported changes in the lowering and 
fruiting cycles of the coffee plants. 
Seventy- ive percent had noticed an 
increase in pests, and 59 percent re-
ported an increase in crop disease.

These changes have created un-
certainty about previously routine 
farming decisions.

Because the planting and harvest-
ing seasons are no longer regular or 

predictable, for example, many farm-
ers cannot rely on traditional season-
al indicators to guide them about the 
right time to plant, harvest or tend to 
their coffee crops.

Organizing labor to pick the cof-
fee beans has also become a struggle 
because the trees often do not low-
er at the same time due to unstable 
seasonal conditions. New Colombian 
labor laws meant to decrease child la-
bor make inding farmhands dif icult, 
compounding the problem.

In short, the farmers saw climate 
change as nothing less than an exis-
tential threat.

“Our ability to counteract the ef-
fects of climate change is minimal,” 
one farmer told us. “It is a threat ca-
pable of greatly incapacitating us. So 
we must be very attentive to the little 
we can do to mitigate.”

GROWING COFFEE IN 
TODAY’S CLIMATE

From 2008 to 2013, Colombia’s coffee 
production dropped approximate-
ly 33 percent due to the El Niño and 
La Niña inclement weather patterns, 
when rains, clouds and hot spells all 
increased.

The country has worked to in-
crease its production since then, and 
this year Colombian coffee farmers 
are expected to produce 13.3 million 
bags of coffee beans – roughly 1.8 
billion pounds – up about 23 percent 
from 2013 levels.

But they’re still short of the na-
tional production goals of 14.7 million 
bags, a shortfall the Colombian Na-
tional Coffee Federation has attribut-
ed to excessive rain and cloudiness.

Even before climate change en-
dangered their crop, Colombian cof-
fee farmers were already operating 
on a very slim pro it margin.

Most producers sell their coffee to 
the Colombian National Coffee Feder-

ation, a nonpro it cooperative found-
ed in 1927 to represent Colombia’s 
coffee farmers nationally and inter-
nationally. It values Colombia’s coffee 
exports using a price scale tied to the 
New York Stock Exchange.

Since that price luctuates daily, it 
is dif icult to calculate an individual 
farmer’s exact income or losses, but 
most small farmers in Colombia bare-
ly break even.

Under such circumstances, even 
one crop failure can devastate the 
family farm.

FARMERS STRUGGLE TO ADAPT
To adapt to Colombia’s changing cli-
mate, some farmers have begun ex-
perimenting with new farming tech-
niques they think might help offset its 
impacts.

Roughly one-third of the farmers 
we interviewed had planted trees 
on their farms to shade coffee plants 
during hot spells and to prevent soil 
erosion during big storms. Others 
were building water tanks to collect 
rainwater during droughts.

Some coffee farmers had also di-
versi ied their crops, adding banana 
and avocados trees to their farms 
to reduce the risks of any one crop’s 
failed harvest. 

But fully one-third of all the cof-
fee producers we spoke with – 14 of 
our interviewees – are still farming as 
their families have for centuries.

They’re not unconcerned about 
the environmental changes affect-
ing their farms. Yet time pressures 
and lack of resources give them lit-
tle choice but to focus on short-term 
demands like making payroll, paying 
debts and keeping food on the table.

KEEPING COLOMBIA’S 
COFFEE INDUSTRY ALIVE

Climate-related production chal-
lenges are a concern not just for the 
farmers we interviewed but also for 

Colombia’s economy.
Coffee is the South American 

country’s most important agricultur-
al export, representing 31 percent of 
all agricultural trade. The industry is 
worth around $1.97 billion a year and 
employs an estimated 800,000 people.

Other developing countries where 
the coffee industry is being hit hard 
by climate change, such as Brazil and 
Tanzania, have tried some successful 
adaptation strategies. These include 
introducing new varieties of cof-
fee beans, improving soil and water 
management and increasing access 
to loans and other inancial services 
to help farmers weather failed crops 
or invest in new technologies.

Research shows that teaching 
people to farm in a new and unpre-
dictable environment requires a de-
tailed understanding of how a given 
population is vulnerable to climate 
change now and in the future. That 
means asking farmers what they 
think and feel about what’s happen-
ing to design contingency plans that 
will actually work for them.

That was the work we began to 
do in Risaralda. We hope our ind-
ings can help the Colombian govern-
ment work with farmers to help them 
adapt their farming practices for a fu-
ture of more extreme, unpredictable 
weather.

Farming in the face of climate 
change involves grappling with many 
complicated economic, information-
al, labor and business problems. Co-
lombian coffee farmers want to suc-
ceed, but they’ll need help in all of 
these areas just to survive.

[Jessica Eise is Ross Fellow in 
the Brian Lamb School of Com-
munication Doctoral Program, 

Purdue University; Natalie White 
is Assistant Professor of Commu-

nication, Purdue University]

Coffee farmers struggle to adapt to
Colombia’s changing climate

DAVID MARKOWITZ
theconversation.com

Nearly one-fourth of young adults are looking 
for love through dating websites or apps.

This relatively new form of courtship can give 
you access to a large pool of potential partners. It 
also presents a unique set of challenges.

For example, you’ve probably heard about – 
or have personally experienced – a date that was 
planned online but didn’t go well for one of the 
following reasons: He was shorter than his pro ile 
said he was, she looked different in person than she 
did in her photos, or he was talkative over text but 
it was like pulling teeth at dinner.

In other words, a person’s pro ile – and the 
messages sent before a date – might not capture 
who a person really is.

In a recent paper, my colleague Jeff Hancock 
and I wondered: How often do people who use dat-
ing apps lie? What sort of things are they prone to 
lie about?

‘MY PHONE DIED AT THE GYM’
Our studies are some of the irst to address these 
questions, but others have also examined decep-
tion in online dating.

Past research focused largely on the dating 
pro ile. Studies have found, 
for example, that men tend to 
overstate their height and lie about 
their occupation, while women 
understate their weight and tend 
to have less accurate photos than 
their counterparts.

But pro iles are only one aspect 
of the online dating process. Only 
after messaging your match will 
you decide if you want to meet him 
or her.

To understand how often 

people lied to their partners and what they falsi-
ied, we evaluated hundreds of text messages ex-

changed after daters swiped right, but before they 
met – a period we call “the discovery phase.” We 
recruited an online sample of over 200 participants 
who provided us with their messages from a recent 
dating conversation and identi ied the lies, with 
some participants explaining why these messages 
were deceptive and not jokes.

We found that lies could be categorized into 
two main types. The irst kind were lies related to 
self-presentation. If participants wanted to present 
themselves as more attractive, for example, they 
would lie about how often they went to the gym. Or 
if their match appeared to be religious, they might 
lie about how often they read the Bible to make it 
seem as if they had similar interests.

The second kind of lies were related to avail-
ability management, with daters describing why 
they couldn’t meet, or giving excuses for radio si-
lence, like lying about their phone losing service.

These deceptions are called “butler lies” be-
cause they’re a relatively polite way to avoid com-
munication without completely closing the door on 
the connection. If you’ve ever texted, “Sorry I went 
AWOL, my phone died,” when you just didn’t want 

to talk, you’ve told a butler lie.
Butler lies don’t make you a bad person. In-

stead, they can help you avoid dating pitfalls, such 
as appearing always available or desperate.

PURPOSEFUL OR PERVASIVE LIES?
While deceptions over self-presentation and avail-
ability accounted for most lies, we observed that 
only 7 percent of all messages were rated as false 
in our sample.

Why such a low deception rate?
A robust inding across recent deception stud-

ies suggests that the majority of people are honest 
and that there are only a few proli ic liars in our 
midst.

Lying to appear like a good match or lying 
about your whereabouts can be completely ratio-
nal behaviors. In fact, most people online expect it. 
There’s also a bene it to lying just a little bit: It can 
make us stand out in the dating pool, while making 
us feel we’ve stayed true to who we are.

However, outright and pervasive lies – mention-
ing your love for dogs, but actually being allergic 
to them – can undermine trust. One too many big 
lies can be problematic for inding “the one.” There 
was another interesting result that speaks to the 
nature of deception during the discovery phase. In 
our studies, the number of lies told by a participant 
was positively associated with the number of lies 
they believed their partner told.

So if you’re honest and tell few lies, you think that 
others are being honest as well. If you’re looking for 
love but are lying to get it, there’s a good chance that 
you’ll perceive others are lying to you, too.

Therefore, telling little lies for love is normal, 
and we do it because it serves a purpose – not just 
because we can.

[the writer is Assistant Professor of Social 
Media Data Analytics, University of Oregon]

The lies we tell on dating apps to ind love
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
SIKKIM STATE TEACHERS’ RECRUITMENT BOARD

GANGTOK – 737101
Ref No. 12/SSTRB               Dated: 23/08/2018

NOTICE
The following candidates have qualifi ed for the viva-voce for the post 

of Graduate Teacher, Maths. The viva-voce (interview) shall be held at 
the Conference hall, SSTRB on 7th and 8th September, 2018.

SL.NO. ROLL NO. SL. NO. ROLL NO. SL. NO. ROLL NO.
1 20200075 30 20200014 59 20200047
2 20200023 31 20200066 60 20200068
3 20200071 32 20200095 61 20200090
4 20200018 33 20200049 62 20200043
5 20200055 34 20200022 63 20200045
6 20200001 35 20200029 64 20200085
7 20200006 36 20200076 65 20200013
8 20200010 37 20200039 66 20200064
9 20200020 38 20200096 67 20200067

10 20200065 39 20200028 68 20200041
11 20200016 40 20200057 69 20200059
12 20200044 41 20200086 70 20200056
13 20200073 42 20200037 71 20200050
14 20200024 43 20200088 72 20200052
15 20200070 44 20200089 73 20200027
16 20200060 45 20200004 74 20200036
17 20200081 46 20200025 75 20200094
18 20200008 47 20200032 76 20200084
19 20200021 48 20200040 77 20200017
20 20200035 49 20200077 78 20200093
21 20200069 50 20200019 79 20200005
22 20200003 51 20200007 80 20200026
23 20200011 52 20200042 81 20200048
24 20200038 53 20200061 82 20200091
25 20200051 54 20200080 83 20200092
26 20200079 55 20200062 84 20200030
27 20200015 56 20200009 85 20200031
28 20200046 57 20200058 86 20200083
29 20200053 58 20200034 87 20200087

The candidates from Serial no 01 to 44 shall be present on 07th Sep-
tember, 2018 and the candidates from Serial no. 45 to 87 shall be pres-
ent on 8th September, 2018 at the venue mentioned above.

Sd/-
CONTROLLER OF EXAMINATIONS,

SSTRB, SYARI.
R.O. No. 300/ipr/pub/classi./18-19 dt. 23.08.2018

SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
DERBY MEET THURSDAY

Draw No:31 DrawDate on:23/08/18
1st Prize Rs.11 Lakhs/- 92A 5050
2nd Prize Rs.9,000/- 0196 1167 8243
3rd Prize Rs.3,000/- 7928 8633 9914
4th Prize Rs.2,000/- 0357 4783 9733
5th Prize Rs.1,000/- 3061 6363 7780
6th Prize Rs.500/-
1541 2121 2609 3718 4711 4776 5839 7733 7927 7999
7th Prize Rs.100/-
0040 0043 0057 0103 0119 0122 0161 0198 0206 0224
0269 0315 0323 0343 0350 0355 0377 0398 0401 0467
0468 0469 0473 0559 0596 0616 0619 0761 0777 0900
0977 1025 1058 1078 1107 1118 1131 1143 1147 1153
1156 1165 1201 1216 1225 1228 1229 1232 1236 1242
1259 1263 1270 1285 1288 1296 1297 1319 1321 1324
1344 1347 1417 1458 1539 1544 1545 1554 1702 1774
1806 1825 1855 1920 2058 2083 2098 2105 2111 2114
2150 2159 2226 2230 2344 2349 2357 2381 2408 2415
2516 2540 2553 2567 2607 2616 2620 2633 2694 2696
2743 2776 2783 2872 2878 2893 2904 2939 2947 2953
2959 2991 2992 2999 3045 3071 3107 3125 3138 3141
3151 3175 3188 3203 3276 3303 3399 3400 3443 3460
3476 3507 3514 3524 3542 3577 3643 3664 3681 3694
3732 3746 3813 3876 3879 3880 3885 3909 3921 3935
3943 3946 3959 3998 4097 4102 4111 4126 4136 4149
4195 4213 4250 4253 4316 4324 4325 4360 4425 4488
4503 4529 4542 4564 4580 4589 4590 4624 4663 4709
4744 4752 4754 4775 4779 4789 4805 4829 4903 5019
5051 5053 5054 5059 5068 5089 5098 5171 5181 5215
5217 5231 5232 5280 5294 5332 5334 5345 5355 5356
5369 5400 5434 5458 5475 5491 5534 5540 5560 5563
5593 5636 5675 5683 5732 5739 5801 5807 5809 5864
5887 5888 5892 5963 6015 6087 6103 6119 6131 6163
6169 6192 6207 6226 6261 6285 6300 6305 6319 6334
6360 6388 6423 6485 6509 6537 6561 6566 6576 6639
6664 6720 6762 6787 6805 6898 6907 6910 6948 6974
7018 7034 7042 7045 7047 7151 7194 7213 7315 7320
7363 7385 7403 7418 7439 7500 7525 7529 7542 7565
7584 7607 7609 7612 7628 7661 7674 7675 7683 7691
7715 7728 7745 7747 7750 7787 7836 7840 7915 7922
7987 8100 8108 8123 8142 8147 8174 8193 8221 8231
8265 8272 8283 8285 8326 8351 8358 8364 8384 8386
8408 8411 8436 8444 8448 8520 8554 8560 8601 8670
8676 8750 8754 8755 8762 8792 8863 8895 8935 8938
8948 8951 9011 9037 9048 9049 9059 9093 9101 9121
9133 9146 9163 9170 9175 9185 9208 9210 9226 9298
9317 9333 9347 9356 9413 9425 9432 9439 9459 9466
9473 9491 9525 9543 9578 9590 9631 9661 9666 9714
9763 9793 9794 9798 9814 9858 9957 9967 9989 9993
Issued by:
The Director,Sikkim State Lotteries,
Government Of Sikkim,Deorali - 737102,Sikkim
please: Visit :www.sikkimlotteries.com
KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETE

T , A  23 (PTI): The 
curtains on the ninth edition of 
the Mountain Echoes literary 
festival went up with a tribute 
to former Indian Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee, who 
was remembered at the annual 
event for his animated style of 
poetry recitations.

Recalling one of Vajpay-
ee’s visits to Bhutan, festival 
co-director Namita Gokhale 
last evening said his poetry 
was loved beyond the language 
barriers.

“In 1977, Atal ji came here 
and, impromptu, as was his 
style, with his hand move-
ments, read out a poem in 

Hindi, which everybody loved 
but could not understand,” the 
writer said.

Vajpayee passed away last 
week at the age of 93 following 
a prolonged illness.

The Indian statesman was 
also remembered by Bhuta-

nese writer and festival co-di-
rector Tshering Tashi, who 
said, for the Bhutanese, Va-
jpayee’s best poem was the 
one that he composed in 1977 
at the India House here.

Overwhelmed by the 
“warmth and hospitality” of 

the Bhutanese people, the 
former PM, in his poem, had 
“generously praised Bhutan”, 
he said.

“The late PM described 
Bhutan as the land of the gods 
and the Bhutanese as hard-
working and illustrious,” Tashi 
said.

41 years later, as Bhutan re-
membered the poet in Vajpay-
ee, the country continued its 
celebration of literature with 
the unveiling of yet another 
season of the Mountain Echoes 
literary festival.

The current edition, the 
Royal Queen Mother Ashi Dorji 
Wangmo Wangchuk said, was 

“very signi icant”, as the Bhuta-
nese considered the ninth nu-
meral “very auspicious”.

“So let’s make it a happy 
one, an interesting one and a 
vibrant one, and let’s open our 
hearts and renew old friend-
ships and make new ones,” she 
said.

This year, the festival cele-
brates 50 years of Indo-Bhu-
tanese relations and will see 
participation by 75 eminent 
speakers who will discuss a 
wide range of topics including 
environment, music, theatre, 
and art.

The festival will come to a 
close on August 26. 

Ninth edition of Mountain Echoes lit fest
begins with tribute to Vajpayee

N  D , A  23 (PTI): 
Some people never hang up 
their boots and some, like Kuld-
ip Nayar, never put down their 
pens. The veteran journalist 
died today at age 95, working 
till the end -- his last column 
appearing in the Lokmat Times 
this morning, hours after he 
breathed his last around 12.30 
am in a Delhi hospital.

The proli ic journalist, col-
umnist and author, known not 
just as one of India’s most re-
spected mediapersons but also 
as a passionate advocate for 
peace and press freedom, dis-
cussed the immigrants as vote 
banks in his last article, focus-
sing on the northeast.

He ended with advice to the 
BJP to not ignore the problems 
of the region, pointing out that 
Assam has 14 of 25 seats in the 
northeast.

It was a itting end for the 
journalist, who was born in 
1923 in Sialkot, Pakistan, and 
began his career in journalism 
in the Urdu language press be-
fore going on to serve as editor 
of several newspapers, includ-
ing Indian Express and The 
Statesman.

It was a career with many 
highs for the mostly journalist, 
who also served a stint as India’s 
high commissioner to United 
Kingdom and was appointed to 
the Rajya Sabha.

An oft quoted Nayar anec-
dote is about how he broke the 
news of Lal Bahadur Shastri’s 
death in Tashkent.

Nayar was in Tashkent when 
Shastri died after signing the 
historic Tashkent Declaration.

Soon after midnight on Janu-
ary 11, 1966 when most news-
papers in India had gone to bed 
with front page headlines on the 
Tashkent Declaration, Nayar, 
who had accompanied Shastri 
on the trip, phoned in the lash 
to the United News of India.

But the shock value was such 
that many back in India, at irst, 
refused to accept it, Nayar re-
counts in his 2012 autobiogra-
phy “Beyond the Lines”.

“Surinder Dhingra on late 
night duty received the call. I 
told him to send the lash ‘Shas-
tri dead’. Dhingra began laughing 
and told me that I must be jok-
ing because he had just cleared 
Shastri’s speech at the evening 
function,” the book reads.

“I told him not to waste time 
and send the lash immediately. 
He still did not believe me and 
I was obliged to resort to some 
harsh words in Punjabi to get 
him to action,” he goes on to say.

Nayar also narrates how he 
learnt about Shastri’s demise.

“I got up abruptly to a knock 
on my door. A lady in the corri-
dor told me:’Your prime minis-
ter is dying’. I hurriedly dressed 
and and drove with an Indian 
of icial to Shastri’s dacha which 
was some distance away.”

In the book, Nayar says then 
Pakistan president General Ayub 
Khan was “genuinely grieved” 
by Shastri’s death.

“He came to Shastri’s dacha 
at 4 am and said, looking toward 
me: ‘Here is a man of peace who 
gave his life for amity between 
India and Pakistan’,” he writes.

Another Nayar “scoop” was 
his interview with Pakistan’s 
nuclear scientist Abdul Qadeer 
Khan, where it was revealed that 
Pakistan had a nuclear device.

For Nayar, who did his grad-
uation from the Forman Chris-
tian College in Lahore and also 
got a law degree from the Law 
College in the city, Pakistan was 
a subject close to his heart.

He argued tirelessly for 

peace with Pakistan.
One of Nayar’s most endur-

ing images will be of him leading 
peace activists in lighting can-
dles at the Attari-Wagah border 
on the Independence Days of 
India and Pakistan -- while India 
celebrates its Independence Day 
on August 15, Pakistan does so a 
day earlier.

The journalist, who in his-
torian Ramachandra Guha’s 
words followed the dictates of 
his conscience rather than the 
lure of money or fame, penned 
15 books, including “India after 
Nehru”, “Wall at Wagah - India 
Pakistan relations” and “Scoop!: 
Inside stories from Partition to 
the Present”.

He was also imprisoned 
during Emergency.

“My story is really the story 
of modern India. Of the freedom 
struggle, of partition, of Nehru’s 
India, of the Bangladesh war, of 
Emergency, and more recent-
ly of liberalisation and India 
as a world power,” he writes in 
his memoirs, the title of which 
played was borrowed from his 
syndicated column “Between 
the Lines”.

A newsman till the end, 
Nayar, who was imprisoned 
during the Emergency, remem-
bers his irst job in the book.

“I found a job in an Urdu dai-
ly, Anjam (meaning end).

“That is why I always say 
that I entered the profession of 
journalism for the end, not the 
beginning: Mere sahafat ka agaz 
anjam se hua,” he said.

Kuldip Nayar: Modern India’s chronicler
and conscience keeper

N  D , A  23 
(PTI): About 14 lakh fake 
names of children were 
found registered in An-
ganwadis of Assam, said 
Women and Child Devel-
opment (WCD) Minister 
Maneka Gandhi today.

The Assam govern-
ment had carried out a 
survey in June as part 
of which physical veri-
ication of the number 

of children present in 
Anganwadis was done, 
said Gandhi, adding that 
when compared to the 
number of children reg-
istered there was a short-
fall of about 14 lakh.

Stating that many 
lapses have been found 
in the food distribution 
system, the WCD minister 
directed all state govern-
ments to verify the num-
ber of children who “really 
need to be fed.” 

Speaking at an orien-
tation programme ahead 
of the Poshan Abhiyan 
month of September, 
Gandhi said the amount 
that was being siphoned 
off could easily be used for 
the wellbeing of children.

As part of Poshan 
month, the government 
is set to conduct sever-
al nutrition-based pro-
grammes. Gandhi asked 
all states to not overbur-
den Anganwadis with re-
sponsibilities of buying 
and distributing food.

She said nutritious 
food should be bought by 
a third party and the en-
tire process monitored 
closely. She said if the 
states showed the same 
dedication for Poshan 
Abhiyaan that was being 
shown for Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao Andolan 
then India can progress 
in its ight against malnu-
trition in one year.

The ministry gives Rs 
4.8 and state contributes 
Rs 3.2 for food per day 
per child. Upon calcula-
tions it was found that Rs 
28 crore was siphoned 
off every month in Assam 
through the fake names, 
a senior of icial said.

The Poshan Abhi-
yaan scheme’s target is 
to bring down stunting of 
children in the age group 
of 0-6 years from 38.4 per 

cent to 25 per cent by the 
year 2022.

To achieve its targets, 
the ministry has pre-
pared an action plan to 
involve all stakeholders 
including local communi-
ties. This will ensure ben-
e its of integrated child 
development schemes 
(ICDS) and other welfare 
programmes reach eligi-
ble bene iciaries.

The ministry has also 
formulated an action 
plan to bring together 
various Union and state 
government depart-
ments as well as non-gov-
ernment organisations 
on a common platform 
under ‘Poshan Abhiyan’ 
so that a concerted effort 
is made to achieve the 
identi ied targets.

14 lakh fake names of children
found registered in Anganwadis

of Assam: ManekaB  (WB), A  23 (PTI): 
Twenty- ive people have been injured 
in a clash between villagers of Purba 
Goalpara and Dangapur over morphed 
pictures of local women doing the 
rounds on social media, a police of icer 
said today.

Twenty-nine people have been ar-
rested till now in connection with the 
incident that took place yesterday and 
raids are on in the two villages, Addition-
al Superintendent of Police(Rural), East 
Bardhaman, Raj Narayan Mukherjee said.

The residents of Dangapur village 
suspected the involvement of Sheikh 
Rakibul of neighbouring Purba Goal-
para village in uploading the morphed 

pictures of the women on social net-
working sites on Tuesday.

Sheikh Rakibul’s brother Sheikh 
Hijbullah claimed that the matter had 
been sorted out at a meeting held in 
Madanghat Police Station on Tuesday.

The police, however, said no such 
meeting had been held at the police sta-
tion. Yesterday, some people supporting 
Sheikh Rakibul clashed with villagers at 
Dangapur and both the groups attacked 
each other with rods, stones and sharp 
weapons, a local police of icer said.

He said 16 of the injured were ad-
mitted to the Kalna sub-divisional hos-
pital and the rest were taken to nearby 
hospitals.

Villagers clash after morphed 
images go viral, 25 injured

K , A  23 (PTI): 
In a span of six days, the 
city today witnessed an-
other organ donation 
and transplantation from 
a 59-year-old brain dead 
person, a state health de-
partment of icial said.

The donor, a resi-
dent of Chitpur area, 
was declared brain 
dead last evening and 
with the permission of 
the state Nodal office 

for organ transplanta-
tion, transplant special-
ists of the citys Apollo 
Gleneagles hospital re-
trieved one kidney and 
conducted the trans-
plant in their facility in 
the wee hours.

The recipient, who is 
a 58-year-old resident of 
the citys Tangra area, was 
suffering from chronic 
kidney disease and on 
the transplant list.

The transplantation 
was successfully 
performed, a doctor said, 
adding that the operation 
was uneventful and 
the patient was under 
observation.

Meanwhile, the liver 
and the second kidney 
of the donor were har-
vested by the govern-
ment-run SSKM hospital 
doctors late last night at 
the private hospital.

Organ transplantation from brain 
dead person in Kolkata again
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Spanish 
mid ielder 
Jonathan 
Vila joins FC 
Pune City
P , A  23 (PTI): In-
dian Super League (ISL) 
club FC Pune City today 
announced signing of 
the Spanish defensive 
mid ielder Jonathan Vila 
to add variety to their 
mid ield for the 2018-19 
season.

The club authorities 
are of the view that Jon-
athan will come handy 
for them to build attacks 
from the back.

“Jonathan is a mid-
ielder who likes to sit in 

front of the back four. His 
pro iciency in perform-
ing defensive duties in 
mid ield and his ability 
to build attacks from the 
back will be ideal for us,” 
FC Pune City CEO Gaurav 
Modwel was quoted as 
saying in a media release.

Jonathan began his 
youth career with Celta 
de Vigo and made his La 
Liga debut in 2006 in-
cluding playing the UEFA 
Cup 2006-07.

After a decade long 
run with Celta, the mid-
ielder was traded to Be-

itar Jerusalem FC in 2014 
and played the Israeli 
Premier League. In 2017, 
the Spanish mid ielder 
moved back to Spain to 
join Recreativo de Huelva.

Head coach Miguel 
Angel Portugal said, “Vi-
la’s work ethic is tremen-
dous and his vast experi-
ence in mid ield will be 
vital for our squad.”

Jonathan said, “I am 
turning a new page in my 
career and this will be 
my irst season in India. 
Adapting a new culture 
and lifestyle is a part of 
this new challenge and 
I will make sure that I 
create a positive impact 
with my game on fans 
and the club.”

J , A  23 (PTI): For-
mer world number one Deep-
ika Kumari yet again lopped 
at the big stage as it turned 
out to be a depressing day 
for India’s recurve archers, 
whose challenge ended at the 
Asian Games here today.

Of all four archers in ac-
tion today, only Atanu Das 
managed to reach the quar-
ter inals while the other three 
fell by the wayside at the pre-
liminary stages.

After getting a bye, Deep-
ika got past North Korea’s 
Hyang Ji Ri (6-2) but luffed 
her second last shot in the 
third set to lose 3-7 to Chinese 
Taipei’s Chien Ying Lei.

India’s only hope, after 
Deepika came a cropper, was 
Das but he too lost his quar-
ter inal 3-7 to Indonesia’s 
Riau Ega Agata Salsa Billa.

In the inal set, the 
26-year-old needed to hit a 10 
in the inal shot but found an 
eight to total 28.

The local favourite after 

shooting a 10 in his irst shot, 
delivered a 10 and 9 to clinch 
the match.

Das had defeated both 
Yong Won Pak from Korea and 
Denis Gankin of Kazakhstan 
with identical 7-3 victories

Deepika had come into the 
Asian Games after winning a 
World Cup (Stage Event) gold.

“I am very disappointed 
with the result. My start was 
good and I tried hard but the 
second last shot in the third 

set was pretty bad. After that, 
I just could not get the 10s 
consistently,” Deepika said, 
though she denied that having 
felt any pressure.

At the Rio Olympics she had 
made an early exit though she 

entered the biggest sporting 
event as world number one.

Asked if she has a mental 
block coming to such mar-
quee events, Deepika replied 
in the negative.

“I also expect myself to do 
well. I do not feel pressure at 
big events. We don’t think like, 
this is a big event. That think-
ing puts pressure. We just try 
hard, practice,” she said.

Promila Daimary was also 
eliminated after losing 2-6 
to Mongolia’s Urantungalag 
Bishindee in the second round.

The second Indian in 
men’s individual recurve, 
Vishwas got the better of 
Bataa Purevsuren of Mongolia 
6-2 in irst match but crashed 
out after losing pre-quarter-
inal 1-7 to Kazakhstan’s Ilfat 

Abdullin.
India’s recurve coach 

Sawaiyan Manjhi said they 
also struggle to understand 
why Deepika does not car-
ry her pre-tournament good 
form into big competitions.

“It’s a shock result for us. 
We expected Deepika and 
Atanu do well. We are real-
ly inding it hard to digest 
that Deepika does not well 
at multi-sport events. She is 
three-time World Cup gold 
winner. Maybe we have to go 
back and discuss it with psy-
chologists to ind a solution,” 
Manjhi told PTI.

Talking about bad shot 
Deepika had in the third set, 
Manjhi said maybe pressure 
got the better of Deepika.

“The Taipei girl had an ad-
vantage. She was leading 5-3, 
so even if Deepika had hit per-
fect 10s, it would have been a 
tie. Maybe she felt the pres-
sure because she was lagging 
behind.”

Manjhi said Promila was 
an upcoming archer and will 
do well in future.

“She is young and it was 
her irst big tournament. She 
will get better. She had a tough 
opponent, who was much bet-
ter than her.

Deepika fails at big stage again, crashes out of Asian Games

P , A  23 
(PTI): Indian tennis 
player Ankita Raina set-
tled for a bronze medal 
at the Asian Games after 
losing to China’s Zhang 
Shuai in the women’s sin-
gles semi inal here today.

Ankita lost 4-6, 6-7 
(6) in a gruelling contest 
that lasted a little over 
two hours.

India’s best wom-
en’s singles performance 
in the Games came 

from Saina Mirza, who 
notched up a silver in the 
2006 edition in Doha, fol-
lowed by a bronze by her 
in 2010, Guangzhou.

With today’s bronze, 
the 25-year-old Ankita 
became only the second 
Indian woman to have 
her name in the Asian 
Games’ singles medal-
lists list. Both the losing 
semi inalists are entitled 
to a bronze each in the 
Games.

Ankita Raina settles for 
bronze at Asian Games

J , A  23 (PTI): 
India’s Virdhawal Khade 
kept himself in the med-
al hunt by qualifying for 
50m butter ly inal but 
crashed out of the men’s 
freestyle 100m along with 
Anshul Kothari at the 18th 
Asian Games, here today.

Khade, who narrowly 
missed bronze in men’s 
50 metre freestyle on 
Tuesday, clocked 24.09 to 
top Heat 2 but was placed 
ifth overall.

Kothari also topped three-man Heat 
1 with timing of 25.45 but that was 
28th best from among 40 swimmers.

Top-eight qualify for the inal.
Khade though had a disappointing 

result in 100m freestyle as he inished 
last in his heat and was placed 43rd 
overall. His timing was 59.11.

His compatriot Aaron Desouza was 
best in his heat with a timing of 51.50 
but that placed him at 27th.

Khade qualifi es for
fi nal of 50m butterfl y, out

of 100m freestyle

L  A , A  23 
(AFP): Tiger Woods and 
Phil Mickelson will go 
head-to-head in a win-
ner-take-all 9 million 
(7.78 million euro) duel 
in Las Vegas in Novem-
ber, it was announced.

Woods and Mickel-
son, who have 19 Major 
titles between them, will 
face off at the Shadow 
Creek Golf Course on No-
vember 23, coinciding 
with Thanksgiving week-
end in the United States.

The match play duel 
between the two vet-
erans, a head-to-head 
meeting that has been 
mooted repeatedly 
over the years, will be 
screened on pay-per-
view.

“It’s an opportuni-
ty for us to bring golf to 
the masses in prime time 
during a period where 
we don’t have much go-
ing on in the world of 
golf,” Mickelson told 
ESPN on Wednesday.

“It’s a way to show a 
side you don’t normally 
see by having us miked 
up to hear some of the 
interaction between us.”

Mickelson and 
Woods had an occasion-
ally frosty relationship 
during their prime years 
at the summit of men’s 
golf but have enjoyed 
warmer ties recently 
after working closely 
during various Ryder 
Cup and Presidents Cup 
campaigns.

Mickelson said there 
was no chance of the duo 
carving up the lucrative 
purse between them, 
insisting that the event 
would be winner-take-
all.

“If you (don’t) do that, 
it undermines it,” Mickel-
son said.

“The whole point 
is the winner-take-all 
thing. That’s the exciting 
part about it.”

Former world num-
ber one Woods only re-
turned to golf this year 
after missing most of the 
previous two years due to 
recurring back problems.

The 42-year-old 
bagged a second place 
inish at the PGA Champi-

onship earlier this month 
while 48-year-old Mick-
elson missed the cut.

Woods,
Mickelson confi rm

$9 million duel

N , A  23 (PTI): Veteran 
India spinner Harbhajan Singh feels it 
is a bit too much to make 38 changes in 
as many Tests but it doesn’t matter as 
long as Virat Kohli and Co. keep deliv-
ering results.

India played their 38th combination 
in as many Test matches under Kohli 
at the Trent Bridge Test which the visi-
tors won by a massive 203 runs to keep 
themselves a loat in the ive-match se-
ries.

“Personally I think 38 changes in 38 
Tests is too much. But every captain is 
different, and every team’s dynamics 
are different. Maybe they want horses 
for courses, and it works for them,” Har-
bhajan said.

“They were close to winning the se-
ries in South Africa. They have turned 
things here in England. If the captain 
believes in it, the management agrees 
and players accept it, then what you 
and I think doesn’t matter.”

Kohli has been in impressive form 
during the England tour as he blasted 
two centuries to lead India from the 
front.

The India skipper had practiced with 
Raghu (member of Indian support staff) 
in Mumbai ahead of the tour, taking 
throw downs on wet surfaces in a bid to 
replicate these English conditions.

Complementing Kohli’s batting and 
captaincy, Harbhajan said: “When you 

do that, take throw downs from 18 
yards or so with a wet, new ball, you get 
used to pace and movement.

“Then, batting at 22 yards, it doesn’t 
affect you. Kohli is not swayed by pace 
or movement, he bats out of the crease, 
he covers the stumps, plays close to the 
body and plays late, so he has worked 
hard at getting better in English condi-
tions.”

Harbhajan said leaving the ball well 
is one of the most important aspects of 
scoring runs in English conditions and 
Kohli was rewarded for his discipline.

“His head too is very disciplined in 
terms of leaving and playing because 
here leaving is more important. If you 
leave the ball well in England, then you 
will score a lot of runs, but for that you 
need to be at the wicket and that hap-
pens only if you leave a lot of balls,” he 
said.

“He is a brilliant batsman. I haven’t 
seen many batsmen come to South Af-
rica, Australia and England, and make 
conditions look so easy to bat on. He 
bats on a different wicket than other 
batsmen.”

Heaping further praise on Kohli, 
Harbhajan said: “Virat’s best quality is 
that he says we will play to win - what-
ever the situation we will play to win. In 
that process you might lose a few games 
but once you get into that groove, you 
will win many games.

S . L  (USA), A  
23 (PTI): Viswanathan 
Anand gave nothing away 
and played out a keen-
ly contested draw with 
reigning world champion 
Magnus Carlsen of Nor-
way in the fourth round 
of Sinque ield Cup, a part 
of the Grand Chess tour.

Playing his second 
white in the event, Anand 
tried the Rossolimo vari-
ation to counter Carlsen’s 
Sicilian defense, an 
opening that the Norwe-
gian chose second time 
against Anand in the cur-
rent year.

The game took a com-
plicated turn in the mid-
dle game when Carlsen 
sacri iced a pawn to open 
up the position on both 
lanks and it was up to 

Anand to ight for an ad-
vantage thereon.

As it happened in the 
game, Anand neutralised 
black’s initiative post the 
pawn sacri ice and part-
ed with the pawn back 
to reach a level endgame 
once again in the event. 
The queen’s got traded 
on move 33, and by move 
54 none had any piece 
left on the board to call it 
a ight.

Anand took his tal-
ly to a respectable two 
points out of a possible 
four after the draw while 
Carlsen remained in joint 
lead on 2.5 points af-
ter his lone victory and 
three draws thus far in 
the 300000 USD prize 
money event.

The position at the 
top just got a bit more 
crowded with Fabiano 
Caruana of United States 
also joining the race at the 
expense of his compatriot 
HIkaru Nakmaura.

The Italian-turned 

American was a cut 
above Nakamura in a 
Catalan opening game as 
he took his chances and 
his preparation came 
good with white pieces.

Like in the previous 
two rounds, this was 
the lone decisive game 
again and Caruana joined 
Carlsen. Levon Aronian 
of Armenia, Shakhriyar 
Mamedyarov of Azerbai-
jan and Alexander Gri-
schuk of Russia in the 
lead on 2.5 points.

Anand and Maxime 
Vachier-Lagrave of 
France are now together 
in joint ifth spot and 
a half point adrift is 
Wesley So of United 
States. Nakamura and 
Sergey Karjakin of Russia 
share the last spot with 
just one point from four 
outings with ive rounds 
still to come in the super 
tournament.

In other games of the 
day, Grischuk played out 
an easy draw as white 
against Vachier-Lagrave, 
while Karjakin could not 
make much headway 
against Wesley So.

The game between 
Aronian and Mamedy-
arov lasted just 52 min-
utes, less than some of 
the rapid game that pre-
ceded the current event.

Results round 4: V 
Anand (Ind, 2) drew 
with Magnus Carlsen 
(Nor, 2.5); Fabiano Caru-
ana (Usa, 2.5) beat Hika-
ru Nakamura (Usa, 1); 
Sergey Karjakin (Rus, 
1) drew with Wesley So 
(Usa, 1.5); Levon Aroni-
an (Arm, 2.5) drew with 
Shakhriyar Mamedyarov 
(Aze, 2.5); Alexander Gri-
schuk (Rus, 2.5) drew w 
ith Maxxime Vachier-La-
grave (Fra, 2).

Anand holds Carlsen 
in Sinquefi eld Cup

38 changes in 38 Tests is
too much: Harbhajan
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H , A  23 (PTI): 
Ambient air pollution short-
ens an average Indian’s life 
by over 1.5 years, say scien-
tists who suggest that better 
air quality could lead to a sig-
ni icant extension of human 
lifespan around the world.

Researchers said that if 
PM2.5 concentrations world-
wide were limited to the 
World Health Organization’s 
(WHO) air quality guideline 
concentration of 10 micro-
grammes per square cubic 
metre, the global life expec-
tancy would be on average 
0.59 year longer.

The bene it of reaching 
the stringent target would 
be especially large in coun-
tries with the highest current 
levels of pollution, with ap-
proximately 0.8 1.4 years of 
additional survival in coun-
tries such as India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and China.

This is the irst time data on 
air pollution and lifespan has 
been studied together in order 
to examine the global varia-

tions to ind out how they affect 
the overall life expectancy.

The researchers from 
University of Texas at Austin 
in the US looked at outdoor 

air pollution from particulate 
matter (PM) smaller than 2.5 
microns. These ine particles 
can enter deep into the lungs, 
and breathing PM2.5 is asso-

ciated with increased risk of 
heart attacks, strokes, respi-
ratory diseases and cancer.

PM2.5 pollution comes 
from power plants, cars and 

trucks, ires, agriculture and 
industrial emissions.

They found that the life 
expectancy impact of am-
bient PM2.5 is especially 

large in polluted countries 
such as Bangladesh (1.87 
years), Egypt (1.85 years), 
Pakistan (1.56 years), Saudi 
Arabia (1.48 years), Nigeria 
(1.28 years), and China (1.25 
years).

India had a life expectan-
cy impact of 1.53 years, ac-
cording to the study.

The team used data from 
the Global Burden of Disease 
Study to measure PM2.5 air 
pollution exposure and its con-
sequences in 185 countries.

They then quanti ied the 
national impact on life expec-
tancy for each individual coun-
try as well as on a global scale.

“The fact that ine particle 
air pollution is a major global 
killer is already well known,” 
said Joshua Apte, who led the 
study published in the jour-
nal Environmental Science & 
Technology Letters.

“We were able to sys-
tematically identify how air 
pollution also substantially 
shortens lives around the 
world. What we found is that 

air pollution has a very large 
effect on survival -- on aver-
age about a year globally,” 
said Apte.

In the context of other 
signi icant phenomena neg-
atively affecting human sur-
vival rates, Apte said this is a 
big number.

“For example, it’s consid-
erably larger than the bene-
it in survival we might see 

if we found cures for both 
lung and breast cancer com-
bined,” he said.

“For much of Asia, if air pol-
lution were removed as a risk 
for death, 60 year olds would 
have a 15 per cent to 20 per 
cent higher chance of living to 
age 85 or older,” he added.

“A body count saying 
90,000 Americans or 1.1 mil-
lion Indians die per year from 
air pollution is large but face-
less,” said Apte.

“Saying that, on average, 
a population lives a year less 
than they would have other-
wise -- that is something re-
latable,” he said.

Indians lose over 1.5 years of their lives to air pollution: Study

B , A  23 (AFP): 
China today said it would 
continue to “counter-at-
tack” as Washington im-
posed new tariffs on USD 
16 billion worth of its 
goods, further in laming 
trade tensions.

The US moves were 
“clearly suspected” of 
violating World Trade 
Organization rules, the 
commerce ministry said 
in a statement, adding 
that it would ile a law-
suit against them under 
the WTO’s dispute reso-
lution mechanism.

Beijing had earlier 
said that it would impose 
retaliatory tariffs on USD 
16 billion of US goods at 
the exact same time as 
the US levies came into 
force.

The United States to-
day imposed steep import 
tariffs on another USD 16 
billion in Chinese goods 
over what Washington 
has called rampant theft 
of American technology, 
even as trade negotiators 
were in talks to avert fur-
ther confrontations.

The latest action 
completes the irst round 
of USD 50 billion in prod-
ucts that President Don-
ald Trump targeted, after 
USD 34 billion in goods 
were hit with punitive 
duties on July 6.

China has said it 
will react immediately 

with tariffs on the same 
amount of US goods, tar-
geting iconic products 
like Harley motorcycles, 
bourbon and orange 
juice, among hundreds of 
others.

It came as the world’s 
two largest economies 
were holding their irst 
formal discussion since 
June on the spiraling and 
multifaceted trade war.

Trump has pushed 
aggressive trade actions 
to lower the US trade 
de icit, which he equates 
with theft from Amer-
icans. But US trading 
partners have retaliated 
aggressively, which is 
hurting American farm-
ers, manufacturers and 
consumers.

US businesses have 
become increasingly 
concerned about the tar-
iffs that are raising prices 
for manufacturers and 
could hurt the economy, 

although the prospect 
of a negotiated solution 
buoyed Wall Street this 
week.

However, Federal 
Reserve of icials have 
warned that “an escala-
tion in international trade 
disputes was a potentially 
consequential downside 
risk for real activity,” ac-
cording to the minutes of 
the July 31-August 1 poli-
cy meeting.

A large-scale and 
prolonged dispute likely 
would adversely impact 
business sentiment, in-
vestment spending and 
employment, the of icials 
warned, and boost pric-
es, which would “reduce 
the purchasing power of 
US households.”

And still pending are 
the possibility of new 
duties on another 200 
billion in Chinese goods, 
which are the subject 
of public hearings this 

week, as well as Trump’s 
proposed 25 percent tax-
es on all auto imports to 
protect the US industry.

But Commerce Sec-
retary Wilbur Ross said 
China will not be able 
to continue to retaliate 
at the same pace as the 
United States.

“Naturally they’ll re-
taliate a little bit. But at 
the end of the day, we 
have many more bullets 
than they do. They know 
it,” Ross said on CNBC.

“We have a much 
stronger economy than 
they have, they know 
that too.” Trump, who 
has threatened to target 
all 500 billion in goods 
the US imports from Chi-
na, has made that same 
point, noting that Bei-
jing cannot continue to 
retaliate in kind since it 
imports less than 200 
billion a year in Ameri-
can goods.

China says must “counter-
attack” latest US tariffs

W , A  23 (AP): The 
United States has rejected an invi-
tation to join Russia-led talks on Af-
ghanistan because they are unlikely 
to help bring peace, a State Depart-
ment spokesman has said, as the 
Trump administration prepared to 
appoint a diplomatic veteran as a 
new special envoy for the war-bat-
tered nation.

Russia said that the Taliban will 
be joining the September 4 talks 
in Moscow, along with representa-
tives of several neighbouring coun-
tries. It will be one of the insurgent 
group’s biggest diplomatic forays 
since the 2001 US-led invasion of 
Afghanistan.

The State Department of icial 
said yesterday that as a matter 
of principle, the US supports Af-
ghan-led efforts to advance a peace 
settlement. And, based on previous 
Russia-led meetings on Afghanistan, 
the Moscow talks are “unlikely to 
yield any progress toward that end.” 
The spokesman was not authorised 
to be quoted by name and requested 

anonymity.
That decision comes as the Tali-

ban escalates attacks across Afghan-
istan. It has refused direct talks with 
Kabul, even as it seeks to raises its 
diplomatic pro ile in the region and 
calls for talks with the US which it 
views as the real power behind the 
Afghan government.

The insurgent group has yet to 
respond to President Ashraf Ghani’s 
offer earlier this week of a condition-
al cease ire for the duration of the 
Eid al-Adha religious holiday that be-
gan on Tuesday.

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
intends to appoint a former US am-
bassador to Afghanistan, Zalmay 
Khalilzad, to a special envoy post 
that would deal with the Afghan-Tali-
ban peace process and Afghanistan’s 
integration into the administration’s 
Indo-Paci ic strategy, according to 
two US of icials and a congressional 
aide briefed on the plan.

Khalilzad, who did not respond 
to queries about his potential new 
role, is expected to visit South Asia 

soon, according to the of icials, who 
were not authorised to publicly dis-
cuss personnel matters and spoke on 
condition of anonymity.

A native of Afghanistan who was 
educated at the American Univer-
sity in Beirut and the University of 
Chicago, Khalilzad is a diplomatic 
veteran in Republican foreign policy 
circles and has also served as the US 
ambassador to Iraq and the United 
Nations.

He was considered for secre-
tary of state by the Trump transi-
tion team, notably after introducing 
then-candidate Donald Trump at 
his irst major foreign policy speech 
during the campaign.

Despite escalating violence in 
Afghanistan, the top US commander 
there said yesterday that the US-led 
coalition sees hope in Taliban state-
ments in recent months indicating 
interest in a negotiations to end the 
17-year war, and Afghan public and 
religious clerics’ desire for peace. He 
contended that could lead to political 
reconciliation.

US: Russia talks on Afghanistan 
‘unlikely to yield progress’

N  Y , A  23 (PTI): A man 
has been arrested and charged 
with the murder of a Sikh man who 
was found stabbed to death at his 
store in the US state of New Jersey 
last week.

Terlok Singh, 55, was found 
dead by his cousin on August 16 
in his store with an apparent stab 
wound in the chest. It was the third 
incident targeting the minority 
Sikh community in the country in 
three weeks.

Roberto Ubiera, 55, of Newark 
has been arrested and charged 
with the murder of Singh, Acting 
Essex County Prosecutor Robert 
Laurino said.

Ubiera did odd jobs at the store 
and a detention hearing is sched-
ule for him later today.

The Essex County Prosecutor’s 
of ice had called the incident a 
homicide.

The motive behind the killing 
was not immediately known.

Singh, described as a very kind 
person, is survived by his wife 
and children who live in India. He 
owned the store to support his 
family.

Singh ran his store for at least 
six years and a neighbour said 
he should not have had to worry 
about being attacked in his work 
place.

Civil rights organisation the 
Sikh Coalition, in a Facebook post, 
had expressed condolences to 
Singh’s family, friends and local 
community.

Simran Jeet Singh, a visiting 
scholar at New York University’s 
Center for Religion and Media 
and a Senior Religion Fellow for 
the Sikh Coalition, tweeted about 
Singh’s tragic death, saying “this 
is the third attack on a Sikh in the 

last three weeks. So tired of all this 
sadness.”

On August 6 in Manteca, Cal-
ifornia, 71-year-old Sahib Singh 
was brutally attacked by Tyrone 
McAllister and a juvenile when the 
elderly man went on a morning 
walk.

McAllister, who is this son of a 
local police chief, and the juvenile 
were charged with attempted rob-
bery, elder abuse and assault with 
a deadly weapon.

On July 31, 50-year-old Surjit 
Malhi was attacked while putting 
up campaign signs in support of 
incumbent Republican Congress-
man Jeff Denham and other local 
Republican candidates.

While beating Malhi, the at-
tackers yelled “Go back to your 
country!” and spray painted the 
same message, along with hate 
symbols, on his truck.

Man arrested for killing Sikh in US



8 SummitTIMES | 24 August 2018

Owner, Printer, Publisher Dr. ROMA KANTI ALLEY, Printed at M/S. Baba Offset Press Works Pvt.  Ltd., Tadong Bazaar, East Sikkim, Gangtok, Pin: 737102  and Published from Santa Bhawan Complex, Near Diesel Power House, Gangtok,
East Sikkim- 737101, District- East, Gangtok, State- Sikkim Editor: PURAN TAMANG. Phone- [03592] 208698 E-mail- news@summittimes.com  ~  letters@summittimes.com

EtCETERA
T

H
E

 D
A

Y
 A

H
E

A
D

ARIES: Your subconscious mind 
is active today, Aries. You might 
have psychic insights and some odd 
dreams. However convoluted they 
may be, they’re trying to tell you 
something, possibly about your rela-
tionship with a friend or love partner. 
Make a list of the symbols and then 
fi gure out what they mean to you. 
The symbols in these dreams are 
probably all very personal.  
TAURUS: This isn’t a good day to 
get together with your romantic part-
ner, Taurus, or even talk on the phone 
at length. Keep your conversations 
brief and make arrangements to meet 
in a few days. Your friend could be 
in a very agitated state of mind and 
might take off ense at an innocent re-
mark from you. This could cause an 

unpleasant quarrel. Be patient!    
GEMINI: Some technological gad-
gets that you make copious use of may 
go out of whack today, Gemini. This 
could prove frustrating for you, but 
don’t vent your frustrations on them. 
That wouldn’t help! Stay calm and call 
in a professional to fi x the problem. 
Think of the expense as a contribution 
to your own mental health.
CANCER: If you’re single, you 
might meet someone new and excit-
ing today. You might feel this is the 
perfect partner for you. Be cautious! 
This wonderful new person may have 
money problems or be jealous and 
possessive. Move ahead if it feels 
right, but move ahead with caution 
and don’t be swept off  your feet until 
you’re certain that this person is OK.

LEO: You might have some import-
ant work to do at home, Leo, but un-
expected visitors might have other 
ideas for your day. Don’t get angry 
or frustrated. Explain what’s going 
on politely but fi rmly, and make 
arrangements to meet your friends 
later. They’ll probably understand 
so there’s no need to try to play host 
when your mind is somewhere else.      
VIRGO: Electronic communica-
tion could be diffi  cult today, Virgo. 
Everything that can go wrong might 
go wrong - phones, email, copiers. 
Driving a car could land you in im-
possible traffi  c. If you really need to 
speak to someone, the best thing to 
do may be to take a walk and go see 
them in person.          
LIBRA: Money problems may seem 

to be escalating, Libra, and you could 
be hard-pressed to fi nd a way to deal 
with them right now. The situation 
is temporary. Put all paperwork 
aside for now. If you wait a day until 
you’re feeling a little less stressed, 
you’ll be able to get a better handle 
on the situation and juggle your bud-
get in order to make it all work.      
SCORPIO: Your four walls could 
seem to be closing in on you today, 
Scorpio. You might feel that you’ll 
go crazy if you don’t get out for a 
while. But responsibilities may keep 
you indoors anyway. It’s important 
to get out. Take a brisk walk around 
the neighborhood, run a quick er-
rand, return a book to the library. 
SAGITTARIUS: Listen to the birds 
today, Sagittarius. They have a song 

for you, telling you to be happy. Take 
time to do things that make you feel 
good. Connect with creative people 
and projects that get your artistic 
juices fl owing. Keep things light and 
uplifting. It may be hard to make a 
decision about anything right now, 
but don’t let that keep you from be-
ing productive.      
CAPRICORN: There is power be-
hind your heart, Capricorn, and you 
might come across more forcefully 
than usual in the love and romance 
department. This is a good day to 
make a bold move toward someone. 
Your internal fi re burns more bright-
ly than ever. Share this warmth. 
Spreading your love will ensure that 
people are happy to keep you warm 
on days when your fi re sputters out.  

AQUARIUS: You might feel like 
your heart requires a bit more at-
tention than usual, Aquarius. There 
could be a close loved one who is 
even needier than you. Either way, 
this situation is going to cause tension 
in an important relationship. If you’re 
not currently involved with someone, 
this is probably for the better. Things 
aren’t always as they seem.
PISCES: Things go well in your 
love life today, Pisces, but only if 
you let them happen. You must fi rst 
open your arms to give and receive. 
If your arms are full of laundry, it 
will be harder for people to hug you. 
Take your clothes to the cleaners and 
keep your arms free to receive the 
love you need. Remember that giv-
ing is as important as receiving.

GONE WITH THE WIND! As one of the most beautiful 
women in Hollywood, it’s no surprise Sofi a Vergara, 
46, kept her ladylike looks by styling her locks in 
an iron straight fashion.

Priyanka Chopra makes us 
all emotional whenever 

she talks about her father, 
late Dr Ashok Chopra. On the 
occasion of his 68th birth an-
niversary, she put up a post 
on Instagram writing, “Dad. 
U r so missed. Happy birth-
day. Always and forever.”

She also put up a video 
of her dad, which is like a 
digital photo album. It has 
all his moments and we can 
see that a lot of hard work 
has gone into it. What is es-
pecially moving is song that 
she’s used with the video, 
Fathers And Daughters Nev-
er Say Good-bye, which is 
one of the classics by Michael 
Bolton. The song so beauti-
fully puts forth the immortal 
bond shared by a dad and 
his daughters. The Quantico 
actress did her Roka with 
American singer, Nick Jonas 
recently in Mumbai with close family mem-
bers in attendance. It was followed by an en-
gagement bash at a ive-star hotel.

Tabloids fondly report how Priyanka’s 
dad set a high standard for his future son-in-
law. She has revealed how he purchased for 
her a seven-carat diamond ring and said that 

whoever wanted to win over the diva would 
have to better that ring. Priyanka’s dad was an 
Army physician and he retired as a lieutenant 
colonel in 1997.

Few days back, she had shared a snap 
of her father singing at some function. She 
thanked her mom, Madhu for preserving ev-
ery memory related to her family.

‘Daddy’s lil girl’ Priyanka Chopra remembers her 
dad Ashok Chopra on his 68th birth anniversary…

Actor-director Ben Af leck 
has reportedly checked 

into a rehabilitation facility at 
the insistence of his ex-wife 
Jennifer Garner.

The “Justice League” star 
will be undergoing a profes-
sional treatment after Garner 
“begged” him to seek help for 
his alcohol issues, reported 
TMZ.

Garner intervention came 
after Af leck was clicked by 
paparazzi buying a box of alco-
hol and liquor. The actor was 
said to be “receptive” to the 
rehab request, and was photo-
graphed en route to a facility.

The publication has 
claimed Af leck has now en-
tered a “live-in facility” in LA 
County. This is the third time 
that the Oscar winner has 
sought treatment for his al-
cohol issues.

In 2001, the actor com-
pleted a 30-day residential 
rehabilitation program for 
alcohol abuse. He once again 
checked into rehab in 2017 
and later shared the news in 
a post on his Facebook page.

“I have completed treat-

ment for alcohol addiction; 
something I’ve dealt with in 
the past and will continue to 
confront,” he had said.

The actor recently split 
from his “Saturday Night Live” 
producer ex-girlfriend Lindsay 
Shookus and was last week 

seen out on a date with Play-
boy model Shauna Sexton, 22.

Af leck and Garner, who 
have three daughters -- Vio-
let, 12, Seraphina, nine, and 
Samuel, six, -- had iled for 
divorce in 2016, about two 
years after they broke up.

Ben Affl eck back to rehab after
Jennifer Garner intervenes

Bollywood diva Kareena 
Kapoor Khan believes 

looking beautiful is all about 
feeling con ident.

The 37-year-old actor, 
who is launching her signa-
ture make-up range in col-
laboration with Lakme, says 
polishing one’s strength is 
the best way to stand out in 
the crowd.

“Beauty is con idence. I 
strongly believe that high-
lighting your positives and 
playing on your strengths is 
the key to looking beautiful.

“And one beauty secret 
that I abide by is that ‘less is 
more’. A statement bright, 

bold lip with de ined cheeks is 
my go-to look for all seasons,” 
Kareena said in a statement.

The range curated by the 
actor includes products, like 
cheek contour, face contours 
and pout de iners.

This range also brings 
alive Lakme’s beauty theme 
of the season, ‘Shades of a 
Diva’.

Kareena will be turning 
showstopper for designer 
Monisha Jasing at the grand 
inale of the ongoing Lakme 

Fashion Week Winter/Fes-
tive 2018. 

LFW runs through August 
26.

Sidharth Mal-
hotra knows 

Jabariya Jodi will 
be a unique ex-
perience for him 
as it will require 
him to exude the 
aura of a typical 
Bihari person.

From playing 
a college student 
in his irst mov-
ie, Student of the 
Year, to a rough 
and a hardened 
criminal in Brothers – the 
actor has experimented with 
roles. But the irst look of Ja-
bariya Jodi has assured fans 
that the actor is set to serve 
up a different and desi la-
vour with his new ilm.

Talking about the same, 
Sidharth said, “It is always a 
great learning experience to 
portray various shades on-
screen and this time with ‘Ja-
bariya Jodi’, it is a desi avatar. 
Playing a Bihari boy will be 
very different as it is import-
ant to catch on a certain body 

language, put the accent cor-
rect with the right punches.”

He will team up in the 
movie with his Hasee Toh 
Phasee co-star, Parineeti 
Chopra.

“I am excited to work with 
Parineeti Chopra again as we 
share a great camaraderie. It 
is surely going to be a ‘dha-
makedar’ movie,” he added.

Directed by Prashant 
Singh, Jabariya Jodi, is set 
in Patna, Bihar. The ilm is 
co-presented by Balaji Tele-
ilms and Karma Media En-

tertainment

“THE BIG BANG THEORY”, 
which stars Jim Parsons, 
Kunal Nayyar, Simon Helberg, 
Melissa Rauch, Mayim Bialik, 
Johnny Galecki and Kaley 
Cuoco, will end in 2019 after 
season 12. CBS and Warner 
Bros TV made the decision 
because Parsons was ready 
to move on from the hit sit-
com, reports ew.com.

With a reported salary 
near $1 million per episode, 
Parsons — along with his 
four original co-stars Cuoco, 
Galecki, Nayyar and Helberg 
— stood to make more than 
$50 million including pro its 
if he agreed to stay on the 
show for two more years, 
which is what CBS was trying 
to negotiate.

But Parsons was ready to 
say goodbye to the ensem-
ble sitcom that made him a 
household name. Since there 

is no show without Dr. Shel-
don Cooper, next spring’s 
12th season inale of “The 
Big Bang Theory” will mark 
the end of the longest-run-
ning multi-camera series in 
TV history in the US.

In a joint statement, War-
ner Bros Television, CBS and 
Chuck Lorre Productions, 
said: “We are forever grate-

ful to our fans for their sup-
port of ‘The Big Bang Theory’ 
during the past 12 seasons. 
We, along with the cast, writ-
ers and crew, are extremely 
appreciative of the show’s 
success and aim to deliver 
a inal season, and series i-
nale, that will bring ‘The Big 
Bang Theory’ to an epic cre-
ative close.”

“The Big Bang Theory” 
universe originated with the 
story of how four nerds — 
Sheldon Cooper (Parsons), 
Leonard Hofstadter (Galec-
ki), Howard Wolowitz (Hel-
berg) and Raj Koothrappali 
(Nayyar) — react when a girl 
Penny (Cuoco) enters their 
lives as a friendly neighbour.

With all the idiosyncra-
sies, quirky behaviour, cul-
tural one-liners — including 
a lot of Indian references 
courtesy British-Indian actor 
Nayyar — as well as dating 
fundas, the story that high-
lights the personal life of sci-
entists and geeks was loved 
by one and all, making it a 
phenomenon.

The 12th and inal season 
of the show will debut in the 
US in September. The show is 
aired in India on Zee Cafe and 
Colors In inity.

Big Bang Theory will stop airing after 12 seasons in 2019

Sidharth Malhotra on
Jabariya Jodi: It is surely going

to be a ‘dhamakedar’ movie

Beauty is confi dence:
Kareena Kapoor Khan


