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27 new cases, two Covid deaths 
in Sikkim in past 5 days

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 08 Nov: 

Covid is finally loosening its 
grip on Sikkim as is appar-

ent from the numbers over the 
five days of the Diwali break 
[04 to 08 Nov] that this news-
paper stayed off the stands. 
That said, the number of tests 
were also noticeably low; the 
27 new cases reported over the 
five days were picked up from 
661 tests conducted over the 
same five days at an average of 
barely 132 per day. 

For these five days, Sikkim 
recorded a test positivity rate 
of 4.08% which means that 
the State is still not out of the 
woods yet as far as Covid is 
concerned. The TPR is, howev-
er, low enough to be reassuring 

in the virus’ falling virulence. 
Over the five days, the high-

est number of daily new cases 
was reported on 05 Nov when 
11 cases [all in East district] 
were detected from 187 tests.

Over the same five days, 
Sikkim also lost two more lives 
to the virus, taking the state’s 
Covid toll to 400.

As for the latest update, 
as per the Daily Report of Co-
vid-19 in Sikkim released by 
the Integrated Disease Surveil-
lance Programme of Health De-
partment on Monday morning, 
four new cases were reported 
in the last 24 hours taking Sik-
kim’s tally of confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 to 32,046. 

All four cases were regis-
tered in East District. The cases 

were picked up from the test-
ing of 181 samples on sample 
giving the state a daily test pos-
itivity rate of 2.20%.

On a somber note, Covid 
claimed one more life in the 
State in the last 24 hours taking 
the toll to 400. The 399thCovid 
death in Sikkim was reported 
in the daily chart released on 
05 November.

As for the new cases of the 
past 24 hours, three were de-
tected in RT-PCR testing of 93 
samples and one in rapid anti-
gen testing of 88 samples. 

In the meantime, the num-
ber of active cases of Covid 
stood at 125 on Monday with 
13 people making full recov-
eries and getting discharged 
from home isolation. Sikkim’s 

count of recovered cases has 
now reached 31,189 and the 
state boasts a recovery rate of 
98.3%.

Of the 125 active cases, on 
20 are suffering symptoms se-
vere enough to require hospi-
talization, and only two of them 
are admitted in ICU.

What should reassure people 
here further is that there is no 
under-18 year old Covid-positive 
person in hospital at present.

The low hospitalization 
numbers even though positive 
cases continue to be detected 
can be credited to the vacci-
nation coverage in the State. 
87.66% of the adult population 
is now fully vaccinated against 
Novel Coronavirus having re-
ceived both shots of the vaccine.

Meet the Orange Vendor awarded Padma 
Shrifor contributions to rural education

Sikkim football team 
leaves for Santosh Trophy

Summit RepoRt
GANGTOK, 08 Nov: 

Sikkim football team 
left on Monday to par-

ticipate in the 75th Hero 
National Football Cham-
pionship for Santosh Tro-
phy 2021-22 East Zone 
Qualifying Round to be 
held from 21 Nov at Kaly-
ani, West Bengal. 

In the preliminary 
round, Sikkim has been 
placed in Group "B" with 
Chhattisgarh and West 
Bengal. Sikkim team will 
play its first match on 
23 Nov against Chhattis-
garh and another match 
against West Bengal on 
25 Nov.

A press release of 
Sikkim Football Asso-
ciation president, Menla 
Ethenpa mentions that 
the championship is be-
ing organised by All India 
Football Federation after 

a gap of two years owing 
to COVID-19 pandemic. 

It is informed that 
as a special case owing 
to the pandemic which 
prevailed for almost two 
years, a 45-days long 
coaching camp was con-
ducted at Jorethang Pub-
lic Ground under AFC "A" 
License Chief Coach Suren 
Chettri and was assisted 
by Assistant Coach-cum-
Manager Allen Bhutia and 
Physiotherapist Prem Ba-
hadur Chettri. 

Well in advance, on 
Monday, the state team 
left for Bhubanesh-
war, Odisha where they 
will play three friendly 
matches with India U-19 
team, Indian Arrows, 
Odisha XI which will help 
them to get themselves 
acclimatized before pro-
ceeding to Kalyani, West 
Bengal to participate in 

the Santosh Trophy com-
petition, it is added.

The SFA president 
has extended his best 
wishes to the team and 
hoped that the boys will 
give their 100 percent 
and will bring laurels to 
the state.

The 20-member team 
is led by Kilp Namgyal 
Barfungpa as the team 
captain and other team 
members are Pintso Lep-
cha, Basil Limboo, Urba-
nus Thatal, Milan Chettri, 
Bibek Bhutia, Kintop 
Ongpo Lachungpa, Bipin 
Bhattarai, Sagar Gurung, 
Aman Rasaily, Nimdup 
Lepcha, Boxer Pradhan, 
Dawa Lhendup Sherpa, 
Eric Yonzon, Don Tsher-
ing Lepcha, Abishek Rai, 
Bir Bahadur Pradhan, 
Dawa T Lepcha, Tempa 
Lendup Bhutia and Bhai-
chung Bhutia.uphaar cinema fire: ansal 

brothers sentenced to 7 years States blocking CBI probe a matter 
of concern, says Supreme Court

PM CARES Fund a 
"sophisticated way of 

corruption": Mehbooba Mufti
Srinagar, 08 Nov [PTI]: 
PDP president Mehbooba 
Mufti on Monday alleged 
that the PM-CARES was 
a "sophisticated way of 
corruption" as the Prime 
Minister was not willing 
to make public the ac-
count of the money the 
fund received.

To a question on de-
monetisation of high-
value currency notes in 
2016, she said the stated 
objective of the exercise 
was to end corruption, 
return of black money 
and end violence.

"However, corruption 
today is at its peak. It is 
now done in a sophis-
ticated way like the PM 
Cares Fund. What is it, if 
not corruption when you 
don't want to give an ac-

count of money that you 
hold as a prime minis-
ter?" the PDP president 
told reporters after a 
party function here.

The ventilators pro-
vided under the PM 
CARES Fund were found 
to be defective not only 
in Kashmir but in Gujarat 
as well, she alleged. "The 
biggest swindle is in the 
PM CARES Fund."

Ms Mehbooba said 
the government claims 
of normalcy were belied 
by the situation on the 
ground.

"A few days before 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah's visit, hundreds of 
youth were arrested in 
Kashmir. The process is 
continuing even after his 
visit," she claimed.

Nitish Kumar calls meeting 
on Prohibition after 
Bihar liquor deaths

Patna, 08 Nov [NDTV]: 
Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar has called a 
meeting with his minis-
terial colleagues to figure 
out how to tighten the 
state's liquor ban policy. 
The move comes after 
over 40 people died due 
to drinking moonshine, 
an incident some experts 
say is a result of people 
forcing themselves to 
consume illegal liquor 
due to the ban.

Mr Kumar calling 
the meeting is, however, 
not to be seen as an in-
dication that he would 
rethink the policy, but 
it is rather a meeting to 
discuss what steps can be 
taken to avoid such trag-
edies and what parts of 
the policy need to be im-
proved for better enforce-
ment, sources have said. 
The Janata Dal (United) or 
JD(U) supremo banned li-
quor in Bihar in 2015 after 
becoming Chief Minister 
for a fifth time, following 
a spectacular election vic-
tory. The ban came into 
effect from April 2016. Mr 

Kumar also took a swipe at 
rival TejaswiYadav, whose 
RashtriyaJanata Dal and 
the Congress had raised in 
the assembly this Febru-
ary whether liquor ban in 
the state is helping at all, 
especially when revenue 
losses are also factored in.

"I keep reading in 
newspapers that people 
are writing letters to me, 
but I'd like to remind 
them that you were also 
one of those who took 
vows to make it (liquor 
ban) successful. So if you 
have any information 
about breaches in imple-
mentation, then please 
share it with law enforc-
ing agencies," Mr Kumar 
said, without naming 
anyone.

Mr Kumar did not 
spare a leader of the 
JD(U)'s ally, BJP, for ques-
tioning the move to ban 
liquor. Bihar BJP chief 
Sanjay Jayaswal has been 
a longtime critic of the 
Chief Minister over the 
policy. The BJP leader 
had recently sought a re-
think on the policy.  

New Delhi, 08 Nov [NDTV]: The states' 
veto to the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion's power to file cases is a matter of 
concern and "not a desirable position", 
a two-judge bench of the Supreme 
Court said today, referring the issue to 
Chief Justice of India NV Ramana.  The 
agency had filed an affidavit, pointing 
out that eight states - West Bengal, Ma-
harashtra, Kerala, Punjab, Rajasthan, 
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Mizoram 
-- have withdrawn the general consent 
to cases against its residents.

Specific consent on case-to-case 
basis is required now, which is time 
consuming and detrimental to timely 
and prompt investigation, the agen-
cy had said. Over the last few years, 
many non-BJP states have withdrawn 
general consent, alleging that the 
BJP-ruled Central government was 
misusing the agency to settle grudges 
against political opponents.

The bench of Justices Sanjay Kis-
hanKaul and MM Sundresh was hearing 
the agency's plea against an order by 
the Jammu and Kashmir High Court in 
a case against two lawyers accused of 
threatening witnesses and fabricating 
false evidence.

When the case was heard in Sep-
tember, the Supreme Court had asked 
the CBI to file an affidavit with details of 

the steps taken to strengthen its pros-
ecution unit and to identify the bottle-
necks it faced. In response, the agency 
filed an affidavit, saying the eight states 
had withdrawn the general consent 
previously granted to CBI under Sec-
tion 6 of the DSPE Act.

The Act, under which the CBI has 
been constituted, says the CBI cannot 
exercise its powers and jurisdiction in 
a state without the consent of the state 
government. Consent of the state is re-
quired also to investigate offences list-
ed under Section 3 of the Act in areas 
specified by the Centre.

"It is noteworthy to mention that 
CBI has sent over 150 requests to the 
Governments of Maharashtra, Punjab, 
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Jharkhand, 
West Bengal, Kerala and Mizoram dur-
ing the period 2018 to June, 2021 for 
grant of specific consent for investiga-
tion of cases in the territory of these 
States. The aforesaid requests were 
made for investigating Trap cases, Dis-
proportionate Assets cases, cases relat-
ing to allegation of cheating, forgery, 
misappropriation and loss of foreign 
exchange and also Bank Fraud cases. 
Requests were granted in less than 
18% cases, which were related mainly 
in cases of Trap of corrupt central pub-
lic servants," the affidavit read.

New Delhi, 08 Nov 
[PTI]: Businessmen Su-
shilAnsal and GopalAnsal 
have been sentenced to 
seven years in jail for 
tampering with evidence 
linked to a fire in Delhi's 
Uphaar theatre in 1997 
that killed 59 people. The 
Ansal brothers who have 
a big property business 
were also fined ₹ 2.25 
crore each by Delhi's Pa-
tiala House Court.

Both were convict-
ed of tampering with 
evidence in the case a 
month ago. The sentenc-
ing came today.

The Ansals were ear-
lier jailed for two years 
by the Supreme Court. 

Later, they were released 
and fined ₹ 30 crore 
each, which would be 
used to build a trauma 
care centre in the nation-
al capital.

Two other accused 
in the Uphaar fire trag-
edy, HarSwaroopPanwar 
and DharamvirMalhotra, 
died during trial.

The fire at Uphaar 
cinema broke out dur-
ing a screening of the 
war movie 'Border'. 
The fire safety plans 
of the theatre were not 
in place, and in the re-
sulting chaos 59 peo-
ple suffocated to death, 
while over 100 were 
injured in a stampede.

The case drew huge 
attention due to the 
profile of the property 
owners, while parents of 
young people who died 
in the fire teamed up 
to pursue the Ansals in 
court. A long legal battle 
that swung from allega-
tions of negligence to ho-
micide against the Ansal 
brothers was fought.

In June last year, amid 
the pandemic, the Su-
preme Court had asked 
the Delhi government 
about the construction 
status of a second trau-
ma care centre in Delhi's 
Dwarka to be funded by 
the ₹ 60 crore fine from 
the Ansal brothers.

Mangaluru, 08 Nov: Hareka-
laHajabba, an orange vendor 
from Karnataka's Mangaluru, 
received Padma Shri Award, 
India's second-highest civil-
ian award, from the President 
of India in the national capital 
on Monday. The 66-year-old 
orange vendor received this 
award for bringing a revolu-
tion in rural education by con-
structing a school in Harekala-
Newpadpu village in Manga-
luru. The school, currently, has 
175 underprivileged students 
from the village.

Mr Hajabba, who sells or-
anges at Mangaluru bus depot 
since 1977, is illiterate and has 
never been to school.

The desire to bring revolu-
tion in education in his village 
came to his mind in 1978 when 
a foreigner asked him the cost 
of orange. "As I could not com-

municate with the foreigner, I 
felt bad and decided to build a 
school in the village," the Pad-
ma Awardee told ANI.

"I only know Kannada, not 
English or Hindi. So I was de-
pressed as I could not help the 
foreigner. I wondered about 

constructing a school in my vil-
lage," he added.

His dream of constructing a 
school was realised only after 
two decades.

The Akshara Santa (Letter 
Saint), a title that he earned 
through his philanthropic 
work, approached former 
MLA late UT Fareed, who sanc-
tioned the construction in the 
year 2000. The school started 
with 28 students and now ac-
commodates 175 students un-
til Class 10.

Now, Mr Hajabba wants to 
invest the prize money that 
he has received after winning 
various awards in these many 
years in the construction of 
more schools in his village.

When asked what his next 
target is, the 66-year-old man 
said, "My target is to build 
more schools and colleges in 

my village. Many people have 
donated money and I have ac-
cumulated prize money for 
purchasing the land for the 
construction of schools and 
colleges."

"I have requested Prime 
Minister NarendraModi to con-
struct a pre-university college 
(for Class 11 and 12 students) 
in my village," he added.

He also thanked Presi-
dent Ram NathKovind, Prime 
Minister NarendraModi, MP-
Nalin Kumar Kateel, district 
in-charge minister Kota Srini-
vasaPoojary and MLA UT Kha-
dar for recognising his philan-
thropic work.

The Central government 
had announced the names of 
Padma Awardees in January 
2020. But due to COVID-19 
protocols, the award was only 
distributed on Monday.
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KuTSe SheGu
Kutse Shegu (49th day puja) of Namna Dorjee, 
who passed away on 27 Sept, 2021 falls on 14 Nov, 
2021. We therefore, humbly request our relatives, 
friends and well-wishers to join us in offering 
prayers at our residence at Arithang, Gangtok on 
the aforementioned date, duly following the Co-
vid-19 protocol in place.

We also take this opportunity to thank every-
one who stood by us during the time of bereave-
ment. Your support and assistance was indeed a 
great solace to us. It means a lot and we are truly 
indebted to each and every one of you.

Chumzey Doma (Chum Maili) - wife, 
Karma Doma Youtso - daughter,
Yangchuk Den Youtso - daughter,

Chopel Lepcha - son-in-law &
Jigme Norbu - son.

LoSt
I Reepundi Lepcha   daughter of Tenzing Norbu 
Lepcha, Resident of Sindring  under 02 Yangth-
ang    constituency, west Sikkim has lost her origi-
nal  Class X Mark sheet bearing Roll No 3160777  
while travelling from Bongten to Sindring   West 
Sikkim. 

If found please contact: 9732281233

Legal Aid Awareness 
Programme at Passingdang

Mangan, 05 Nov (IPR): 
Judge, High Court of Sik-
kim and Executive Chair-
person, Sikkim State Le-
gal Services Authority, 
Justice Meenakshi Madan 
Rai chaired the Legal Aid 
Awareness Programme 
organized at Block 
Development Office, 
Passingdang, North Sik-
kim, today.

The programme had 
the presence of District 
and Sessions Judge & 
Chairman District Le-
gal Services Author-
ity (North), NG Sherpa, 
Member Secretary, SSL-
SA, Sonam Palden Bhutia, 
SDM (Passingdang), Dr 
Sonam Rinchen Lepcha, 
ADM (North), Sonam 
Lepcha, ADC (Dev) Man-
gan, RB Bhandari, CDPO 
(Dzongu), Netuk Lepcha, 
Zilla Panchayats, Public 
of Dzongu, North Sikkim 
and  officers and staff of 
Block Development Of-
fice, Passingdang, Dis-
trict and Session Court 
Mangan and District Le-
gal Services Authority, 
North Sikkim.

The chief guest, Judge 

High Court of Sikkim 
and Executive Chair-
person, SSLSA, Justice 
Meenakshi Madan Rai, 
in her address, said that 
parents should not dif-
ferentiate between male 
and female children in 
the family and give them 
an equal chance to their 
lives. She mentioned Lok 
Adalat and Mediation are 
other forums which can 
be helpful mechanisms 
as it resolves conflict in 
a peaceful manner where 
the outcome is accepted 
by both the parties with-
in a limited time. She also 
addressed the issue of 

alcohol addiction faced 
by the locals and advised 
them to consider it as an 
illness and  urged the peo-
ple not to be afraid of stig-
matization and approach 
to psychiatrists and psy-
chologists to get relief.

District Judge 
(North), NG Sherpa, in 
his speech, talked about 
the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Of-
fences Act (POCSO). He 
mentioned parents and 
said that children from 
age 3–4 years onwards 
should be taught to say 
yes and no if they feelun-
comfortable through 

the approach of others. 
He said that they should 
teach children that moth-
ers, sisters, aunties and 
female school teachers 
are important persons 
whom they can trust and 
disclose everything in-
cluding their secret mat-
ters without hesitation.
He also said that parents 
should believe what they 
are saying and don't try 
to suppress it. He also 
mentioned how offender 
grooms the minor chil-
dren before commit-
ting sexual offenceand 
what are basicsymptoms 
which can be seen on vic-

tims of sexual abuse.
Member Secretary, 

SSLSA, Sonam Palden 
Bhutia, in his speech, ap-
prised about Protection 
of Women from Domes-
tic Violence Act,2005. He 
said that women of any 
status, facing physical, 
emotional,economic and 
verbal issues are the vic-
tims of domestic abuse 
and said that they can 
file a case against their 
offenders. He urged the 
women to become self-
reliant and independent. 
He mentioned the vari-
ous methods of lodging 
their complaints and the 
authorities or associations 
to whom they can ap-
proach for it and stated 
the availability of an op-
tion of a shelter home for 
the victims for two years.

The programme con-
cluded with the responses to 
queries from the public.

Earlier, Justice Meen-
akshi Madan Rai, on her 
way back from Thangu, 
visited the construction 
site of the Court of Civil 
Judge cum Judicial Mag-
istrate at Chungthang.

animal husbandry minister 
visits carp fish farm 

Gangtok, 08 Nov (IPR): 
Minister for Animal Hus-
bandry and Veterinary 
Services Department  
Lok Nath Sharma along 
with the Chairman, Land 
Use and Environment  
Tshering Lepcha, Secre-
tary Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Services 
Dr Sangey D Bhutia and 
officials visited Carp Fish 
farm at Toomtar Makha, 
this evening.

The farm was funded 
by NHPC and established 
in 2012. It was found that 

the fish farm was obso-
lete and in need of repair. 

Minister  Sharma 
urged Sr. Manager, En-
vironment Division/ 
NHPC Dr AK Jha to con-
duct execution of repair 
work to functionalize the 
farm. The Minister He 
also expressed gratitude 
to NHPC for being ready 
to lend their hand to ex-
ecute repair work from 
January 2022 to promote 
fisheries farming and 
benefit the farmers at 
large.

Agri minister inaugurates 
first SGAY house at Dikchu
Gangtok, 08 Nov (IPR): 
Minister for Agriculture, 
Horticulture, and Animal 
Husbandry & Veterinary 
Services Departments, 
Lok Nath Sharma inau-
gurated the first house 
constructed under Sik-
kim Garib AwasYojana 
(SGAY) at Dikchu Zang, 
under Tumin Lingee con-
stituency today.

TheMinister congrat-
ulated the beneficiary 
Padam Bahadur Chettri 
and his family members 
for receiving the new 
house under SGAY envi-
sioned by the Chief Min-
ister of Sikkim.

The house construct-
ed under SGAY consists 
of a living room, two 
bedrooms, kitchen, toilet 
along with TV and furni-
ture comprising of one 

sofa set, one centre table, 
two cupboards, two single 
beds, and one double bed.

The house was 
constructed at an es-
timated cost of Rs, 
17,50,000/-(seventeen 
lakh fifty-one thousand, 
including furnitures).

Minister Lok Nath 
Sharma was accompa-
nied by the Area Incharge 
of the constituency, Sam-

dup T Bhutia, BDO Rak-
dong Tintek, Tshering N 
Theeng, departmental 
officials, panchayats and 
local gentry.

Beneficiary, Padam 
Bahadur Chettri, ex-
pressed his gratitude to 
the Chief Minister and 
the state government 
for providing his family 
with the fully-furnished 
house.

One-day Diwali football 
tourney held at Bermiok-Tokal

BIKASh CheTTRI
Namchi, 08 Nov: 

The 1st Diwali One 
Day Football Tourna-

ment 2021 was orga-
nized by Todhey Thin-
dul Kyidu of Bermiok-
Tokal on 07 Nov. 

Ten teams from 
Bermiok-Tokal GPU par-
ticipated in the tourna-
ment which also saw cul-
tural presentations and an 
exhibition football match 
among housewives.

Kalden Kidu Sangh 
(KKS) of Bermiok-
Thangsing defeated Cha-
lamthang Samaj by a 
score of 3–2 to win the 
tournament.

Chief advisor of Tod-
hey Thindul Kyidu, Diki 
Lhamu Kazini, was the 
chief guest of the event 
and was accompanied by 
entrepreneur, Puran Ta-
mang, former president 
of Todhey Thindul Kyidu, 
NT Bhutia, South district 
Zilla Upadhyaksha, Bhim 
Lakhey, zonal director of 
Nehru Yuva Kendra, NT 
Sherpa, elders and public 
of the GPU.

The president of 
the organizing commit-
tee, Ganesh Pradhan, 
said that every home 
in Bermiok-Tokal loves 
football and the motive 
behind organizing to-

day's tournament is to 
encourage the younger 
generation to take foot-
ball seriously. 

The housewives who 
have never played before, 
played in the exhibition 
match today to boost the 
enthusiasm for football 
in the younger genera-
tion, he added.

The trophies in the 
football tournament 
were sponsored by the 
Panchayat President 
of Bermiok-Tokal GPU, 
Tashi Tshering Bhutia 
and the cash prize was 
sponsored by Temi-Nam-
phing SKM Youth Conve-
nor, Tshering Bhutia.

Awareness cum Token Distribution 
for Tumin Lingee farmers

Samdong, 08 Nov (IPR): An Aware-
ness cum Token Distribution Pro-
gramme for the farmers of Tumin Lin-
gee constituency, East District, was 
held at NHPC Conference Hall, Lower 
Samdong, today.

Minister for Agriculture, Horticul-
ture, and Animal Husbandry and Veter-
inary Services Departments, Lok Nath 
Sharma was the chief guest in the pres-
ence of Tumin Lingee constituency In 
charge S.T Bhutia and Chairman, Land 
Use and Environment,  Tshering Lep-
cha.

During the programme, a total of 
172 farmers from Tumin Lingee con-
stituency received various farming ma-
chinery equipment and tools including 
Power Tiller, Chaffcutter, Power Weed-
er, Brush Cutter, Spices Grinder, Garden 
hand tools, Power Sprayer, Tubular 
Structure Green House, Functional Pack 
House, Low-Cost Green House, Soilage 
bag, Chaff Cutter, Sheep Farming, Goat 
Farming etc. under Agriculture, Horti-
culture and Animal Husbandry Depart-
ments.

Besides, twenty beneficiaries from 
various GPU received token of trout and 
carp fish farming of Rs 1,20,000, each.

Minister  Sharma, in his address, 
highlighted the purpose of distribut-
ing farming tools and equipment and 
informed that a record number of farm-
ing tools and token of around Rs 2 crore 
was received by the 172 farmers from 
Tumin Lingee constituency.

Throwing light on the transform-
ing impact of conceptualizing finan-
cial scheme of “Development Through 
Credit", the Minister informed that 
more than eight hundred and two farm-
ers have been provided Rs 11.31 crores, 
till date.

He also acknowledged cooperation 
of banking sector in providing loan to 
pave the way for initiating new venture 
in farming to ensure success of the ef-
forts of the state government and farm-
ing community.

He underlined the objectives and 
benefits of initiating Mukhya Mantri 
Krishi Atmanirbhar Yojana and elabo-
rated financial incentive for selling no-
tified crops, vegetables and fruits.

He also elaborated on the benefits 
of the newly launched Mukhya Man-
tri Pashudhan Samridhi Yojana and in-

formed about the financial incentives 
of Rs 15,000 for rearing 3 pig of 50 KG 
each, annual financial incentive of Rs 1 
lakh for rearing 20 number of pig, pro-
vision of  60 % subsidy in Mukhya Man-
tri Macha Utpadan Yojana etc.

Minister  Sharma announced to 
adopt Selebung and Singbel under 
Patuk Singbel Gram Panchayat Unit 
under Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai 
Yojana. He also declared to establish 
Community Water Tank of 30,000 litre 
at Paleythang (S) and Barang (E).

Further he assured to establish a 
veterinary dispensary at Tintek Pep-
lakha.

In his concluding remarks,  Sharma 
emphasised on the vision of the state 
government under the leadership of 
the Chief Minister to make them self-re-
liant and economically uplifted through 
various schemes and opportunities.

Area In charge  Samdup T. Bhutia 
expressed gratitude to the Minister and 
departmental officials for organising 
the awareness-cum- distribution pro-
gramme at constituency level to reach 
the farmers of every nook and corner 
in all districts. He also informed that 
the construction work of residential 
house under Sikkim Garib Awas Yojana 
(SGAY) is going on war footing basis.

Mr Bhutia also drew lights on prime 
existence of progressive farmers in the 
constituency and urged line depart-
ments for implementation of existing 
suitable schemes and programme for 
sustainable growth and development. 
He also highlighted perennial water re-
sources potential for fisheries farming 
in the constituency and thanked the de-
partment for providing token of trout 
and carp fish farming.

Secretary, Animal Husbandry and 
Veterinary Services Dr Sangey D Bhutia 
underlined governmental initiatives in-
cluding newly launched Mukhya Mantri 
Pashudhan Samridhi Yojana, financial 
incentives of Rs 8 per litre of milk, Pig 
Production Incentives Scheme and fi-
nancial position to benefit the farmers 
at large.

Principal Director, SK Tamang 
spoke on the departmental activities 
and schemes of Horticulture Depart-
ment while Director, Agriculture  Tilak 
Gazmer drew lights on the ongoing pro-
grammes of Agriculture Department.

Yuksam to 
host Futsal Gold Cup

pRitAm LAmA
Yuksam, 08 Nov:

Yuksam in West Sikkim 
is gearing up for the 

first ever Futsal Gold Cup 
in the area that is sched-
uled to be held from 14 
Nov. Futsal teams from 
across the state will be 
participating in the tour-
nament.

The event organised 
by Yuksam Sporting 
Club will be supported 
by Yuksam SDM office, 
Yuksam BAC, Gram Pan-
chayat, local NGOs and 
other organisations from 
the district.

The winner will be 
awarded Rs 1,01,000 
while the runner up will 
get Rs 70,000 along with 
trophies.

General secretary 
of the organising com-
mittee, who is also a 
well-known footballer 

and coach from Yuksam, 
Sonam Chewang Bhutia 
informed that 30 football 
teams from all four dis-
tricts have registered for 
the tournament and more 
are expected to join.

He informed that fut-
sal has gained popularity 
in Sikkim and the tourna-
ment aims to provide a 
proper platform to futsal 
teams. 

"We are organis-
ing this Futsal Gold 
Cup tournament with 
proper rules and regula-
tions so that people also 
get familiar with futsal 
matches like football and 
cricket matches," said Mr 
Bhutia. 

He added that the 
weeklong tournament 
will also have cultural 
programmes, exhibition 
on ethnic cultures, Meni 
Mela, musical nights, etc.

Kanpur's 
Zikaoutbreak 
sees surge 
of nearly 
100 cases
Lucknow, 08 Nov [Re-
uters]: At least 89 peo-
ple, including 17 chil-
dren, have tested posi-
tive for the Zika virus in 
a surge of cases in the 
Indian city of Kanpur, its 
health department said 
on Monday.

First discovered in 
1947, the mosquito-
borne virus Zika virus 
reached epidemic pro-
portions in Brazil in 
2015, when thousands 
of babies were born with 
microcephaly, a disorder 
that causes babies to be 
born with abnormally 
small heads and under-
developed brains.

"There has been a 
surge in cases of the 
Zika virus and the 
health department has 
formed several teams 
to contain the spread," 
Dr Nepal Singh, chief 
medical officer of Kan-
pur district in India's 
most populous state of 
Uttar Pradesh, told Re-
uters.

"There is one woman 
who is pregnant and we 
are paying special atten-
tion towards her." 



3SummitTIMES | 09 November  2021

To book ad-space, contact Sum-
mitTimeS at

GaNGtoK:
For circulation details Contact:  (Sandeep) 9734152451 & 
for Advertisement booking at 9933427505 or at office no 
03592 208698. Mail us at advertise@summittimes.com 

SIlIGuRI:
Mr. Mani Rai, M/s. Space Ads, B.R. Ambedkar Building, 
Room No.7, 1st floor. Opp. Ganga Hotel. Hill Cart Road. 

Siliguri – 03. Ph. 9832318644/ 9800682989/ 9153035100 
or mail at mani_siliguri@yahoo.co.in.

KolKata offIcE:
Irshad Ali/ Imteeyaz. Synapse,  6, Madan Street, Mezine – 
2, 2nd floor. Kolkata – 700072. Ph. 033-22124348/ fax 033-
22124337/ mob. 9830547774/ 983108397. E-mail: contact.

synapse@gmail.com/ irshad_ali123@rediffmail.com

SIKKIM STATE LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORITY
observes the

“NATIONAL LEGAL SERVICES DAY” ON 9TH NOVEMBER, 2021
“NATIONAL LEGAL SERVICES WEEK”- 9TH TO 15TH NOVEMBER, 2021

Rededicating to ensure equal opportunities and equal justice to all through legal aid services from the State Legal Services Authority, District Legal Ser-
vices Authorities and Taluk Legal Services Committees.

Persons eligible to receive free legal 
services u/s 12 of the Legal Services 
Authorities Act, 1987

What is the nature of legal services 
provided?

Legal aid is not available for the following;

Any person who is either:-
•	 A member of Scheduled Caste/

Scheduled Tribe. 
•	 A victim of Human trafficking or 

begar. 
•	 A person with mental or physical 

disability or
•	 A woman or child.
•	 A victim of natural disaster, 

ethnic / caste violence, industrial 
disaster.

•	 Persons in custody.
•	 Industrial workmen.
•	 Persons with an annual income 

not exceeding Rs.3,00,000/- per 
annum.

•	 Legal Services include the rendering 
of service in conducting of a case or 
legal proceeding before any Court/
Authority/Tribunal and the giving of 
legal advice.
These are provided as under:-

•	 Providing Advocates at State ex-
pense;

•	 Paying Court fee on behalf of the eli-
gible persons;

•	 Bearing expense regarding prepara-
tion of documents;

•	 Paying expense for the summoning 
of witnesses; Drafting of legal docu-
ments, special leave petition etc. 

•	 Paying other incidental expenses 
connected with litigation.

•	 Filing Defamation case;
•	 Malicious prosecution;
•	 A person charged with contempt of court proceedings or perjury;
•	 Proceedings relating to any election;
•	 Proceedings in respect of economic offences and offences against social laws, 

such as Protection of Civil Rights,1955, and the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) 
Act, 1956.

Where a person seeking legal aid:-
•	 is concerned with the proceeding only in a respect of official capacity or 
•	 is concerned with a proceeding jointly with some other person or persons 

whose interests are identical with his and such person or any of such persons 
is adequately represented in the proceedings or

•	 is a formal party to the proceedings, not materially concerned in the 
outcome of proceedings and his interests are not likely to be prejudiced on  
account of the absence of proper representation.

                          

When can legal services be withdrawn?

•	 Where the aided person is possessed of sufficient means.
•	 Where the aided person obtains legal services by misrepresentation or fraud.
•	 Where the aided person does not cooperate with the Legal Services Authority/Committee or with the Legal Services Advocate.
•	 Where the person engages a legal practitioner other than the one assigned by the Legal Services Authority/Committee.
•	 In the event of death of an aided person except in the case of civil proceedings where the right or liability survives.
•	 Where the application for the legal services of the matter in question is found to be an abuse of the process of law or of legal service.

For obtaining free legal services, a person may contact:-

1) Office of Sikkim State Legal Services Author-
ity, Development Area, Gangtok, East Sikkim. 
Helpline No.: 03592-205377/1800-345-3340
Phone No. 03592 207752/207753
E-mail:  Sikkim_slsa@live.com
Website: www.sikkimslsa.nic.in

(2) District Legal Services Authority 
(East) District Courts Complex, Sichey, 
Gangtok, East Sikkim. 
Phone No. 03592 284462 
/18003453382

(3)District Legal Services Authority 
(North), Pentok, Mangan, North Sikkim.
Phone No. 03592 234694/18003453384

(4)District Legal Services Au-
thority (South), District Courts 
Complex, Namchi, South 
Sikkim.
Phone No. 03595 
264654/18003453362

(5)District Legal Services Authority (West) Dis-
trict Court Kyongsa,West Sikkim. Phone No. 
03595 250010/18003453383

(1)Taluk Legal Services Committee 
(East), District Courts Complex, Sichey, 
Gangtok, East Sikkim. 
Phone No. 03592 284462 

(2)Taluk Legal Services Committee 
(North), Court of Civil Judge-cum-Judicial 
Magistrate (North), Pentok, Mangan, 
North Sikkim.
Phone No. 03592 234694

(3)Taluk Legal Services Commit-
tee (South), Court of Civil Judge-
cum-Judicial Magistrate (South), 
South Sikkim. 
Phone No. 03595 264654

(4)Taluk Legal Services Committee (West), Court 
of Civil Judge-cum-Judicial Magistrate (West), 
Gyalshing, West Sikkim.
Phone No. 03595 250010

(5)Taluk Legal Services Committee
Soreng, Sub-Division, West, Sikkim.
Phone No. 03595-253000

(6)Taluk Legal Services Committee.
Chungthang, Sub-Division, North Sikkim. 
Phone No. 03592 234694

(7)Taluk Legal Services Committee (East), Court 
of Civil Judge-cum-Judicial Magistrate (East), 
Rangpo, Sub-Division.

(8)Taluk Legal Services Committee 
(South), Court of Civil Judge-cum-Ju-
dicial   Magistrate (South), Yangyang,  
South Sikkim

(9)Taluk Legal Services Committee (South), Court of Civil Judge-cum-Judi-
cial Magistrate (South), Jorethang, South Sikkim.

                 

Published by:
Sikkim State Legal Services Authority,

Development Area, Gangtok,
Help-line No.: 03592-205377

Phone: 03592-207752/207753,
Website: www.sikkimslsa.nic.in
E-mail: sikkim_slsa@live.com

Consecutive win for Sikkim 
in Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 08 Nov:

Sikkim registered 
a consecutive win 

against Mizoram in the 
ongoing Syed Mushtaq 
Ali Trophy at ACA Crick-

et ground, Mulapadu, 
Andhra Pradesh today, a 
press release informs.

Mizoram won the toss 
and chose to bat first. 
In the first innings, they 
scored 109 runs with the 

loss of 5 wickets. Uday 
Kaul was the highest 
scorer for the side, scor-
ing 69 runs. Karthik CA 
took 2 wickets and Sumit 
Singh and Mandup Bhu-
tia took 1 wicket each.

In the second innings, 
Sikkim chased the target 
in 17.4 overs without 
losing a wicket and won 
the match by 10 wick-
ets. Karthik CA scored 
61 runs and Liyan Khan 

scored 48 runs. 
Sikkim earned 4 

points for the win and is 
holding total of 8 points 
and standing in the 5th 
position in the points 
table, ahead of Mizoram, 
Manipur and Arunachal 
Pradesh, the release 
mentions.

“I'm impressed with 
the performance of the 
senior men's team. Their 
wins are truly majestic 
and losses are close. My 
best wishes to the cham-
pions and specially the 
support staff for coming 
out with a motivated set 
of players for this sea-
son.” said president of 
SICA, Lobzang G Tenzing.

Sikkim will be play-
ing against Vidarbha on 
09 Nov at ACA Stadium, 
Vijayawada.

Forest Minister flags off India@75 
bro motorcycle expedition

Summit RepoRt
GANGTOK, 08 Nov: 

The Third Leg of the 
India@75 BRO Motor-

cycle Expedition spanning 
the picturesque state of 
Sikkim to the challeng-
ing and inspiring land of 
Arunachal Pradesh was 
flagged off by Forest Min-
ister, Karma Loday Bhu-
tia on 06 Nov from Gang-
tok in the presence of the 
Chief Engineer Project 
Swastik, Brigadier SP 
Singh. The event was or-
ganised by Project Swas-
tik at its headquarter at 
Burtuk in East District.

A press release in-
forms that the India@75 
BRO Motorcycle Expedi-
tion, which was flagged 
off by the Union Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
on 14 Oct 2021, arrived 
in Gangtok on 05 Nov 
after having completed 
two out of the planned 
seven legs. It is added 
that the challenging ex-
pedition has been under-
taken by the BRO as part 
of the series of events 
being undertaken to 
commemorate the 75th 
Anniversary of India's In-
dependence and will en-
tail an arduous and chal-
lenging journey covering 
a distance of 20,000 Kms 
undertaken by 75 partic-
ipants over 75 days.

The release men-
tions that the expedition 
has been undertaken to 
showcase and highlight 
the achievements of the 
Nation towards achiev-
ing self-reliance through 
the Atma Nirbhar Bharat 
Mission. It is added that 
the BRO Warriors will 
spread this message of 
self-reliance and India’s 

growth story through 
several public interac-
tion programmes and ac-
tivities including Medical 
Camps, Swachh Bharat 
Initiatives, Road Safety 
Campaigns as well as 
visits to Old Age Homes/ 
Orphanages.

After flagging off the 
leg of the expedition 
here, Forest Minister 
Karma Loday Bhutia in-
teracted with the team 
members and the organ-
isers of the event and ap-
preciated BRO for having 
organised this event as 
part of the Azaadi ka Am-
rut Mahotsav and having 
added another feather to 
their cap in their service 
to the Nation and Sikkim. 

He lauded the efforts 
of the BRO Karmyogis 
for remaining committed 
in their efforts at Nation 
Building not just through 
their outstanding contri-
bution to infrastructure 
development but also 
through spreading the In-
dia Growth Story message 
to all corners of the coun-
try. He expressed confi-
dence that the State Govt 
and BRO will continue to 
work together with syn-
ergy and coordination in 
achieving even greater 
glory and success.

The release mentions 
that a number of out-
reach programmes were 
organised at MG Marg 
and Sikkim Manipal Uni-
versity including a Medi-
cal Camp at Burtuk on 
the commencement of 
the third leg. The release 
states that besides focus-
ing on building bonds and 
spreading the message of 
road safety amongst the 
local population through 
such engagements, team 
members also interacted 
with the youth at the Sik-
kim Manipal University 
Campus and children at 
various schools, sharing 
with them ideas and ex-
periences and motivating 
them to join BRO. 

“More such interac-
tive engagements and ac-
tivities will be conducted 
as the BRO Karmyogis 
traverse the scenic and 
captivating environs 
through Nathula, Lava, 
Hashimara, Guwahati 
and Tezpur before cul-
minating the third leg of 
the expedition at Doom-
dooma in Arunachal 
Pradesh and passing on 
the Baton to the next 
set of riders carrying 
the motto of Connecting 
Places….Connecting Peo-
ple,” the release adds. 

Meeting held on construction 
of ICAR Daragaon road

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 08 Nov: 

A meeting regarding 
the construction of 

1.7 km road near Saras-
wati Mandir, Tadong, 
connecting ICAR Darag-
aon was held today in 
the DC East's chamber, 
a press release from the 
Additional Political Sec-
retary to the Chief Minis-
ter informs.

As per the release, 

the meeting was held on 
the direction of the Chief 
Minister and was attend-
ed by MLA Tadong Con-
stituency, G.T. Dhungel 
and APS East, Tshering 
Wangchuk Lepcha, with 
DC East, Ragul K.

The meeting ended 
on a positive note where 
the District Collector as-
sured to convene a meet-
ing between all stakehold-
ers and concerned depart-

ment, the release adds. 
"The long public de-

mand for the construc-
tion of road which was 
long overdue could only 
be materialised after the 
formation of the present 
Government and proac-
tive participation of con-
cerned area MLA where 
by tender has been final-
ised and work has been 
awarded accordingly," 
the release states.

The MLS postseason comes 
into focus after Decision Day

Major League Soccer’s Decision Day 
solidified the playoffs and de-

cided the Golden Boot race, and it also 
marked the end of a legendary career 
for the league’s most prolific scorer.

Chris Wondolowski announced his 
retirement Sunday, shortly after his 
San Jose Earthquakes wrapped up the 
regular season with a 1-1 draw with FC 
Dallas. Neither team was playoff bound.

Wondolowski finishes his 17-year 
MLS career with 171 regular-season 
goals, including one in his final match.

“It’s been an amazing ride,” Won-
dolowski said as he held back tears 
while addressing the fans in San Jose. “I 
can’t thank you guys enough.”

Going into Decision Day, there were 
three playoff berths in each conference 
that were up for grabs.

The New England Revolution had 
clinched both the Supporters’ Shield 
and the top seed in the Eastern Con-
ference with a league-record 73 points 
this season. But the Revs dropped their 
final regular-season game 1-0 at home 
to Inter Miami, which already had been 
eliminated from the postseason. Blaise-
Matuidi scored the lone goal in the 58th 
minute.

The Revolution gets a first-round 
bye as the top seed and will face the 
winner of the first-round playoff game 
between fourth-seeded NYCFC and 
fifth-seeded Atlanta.

“That’s the goal, certainly,” Revs 
coach Bruce Arena said about winning 
the MLS Cup. “It’s going to be challeng-
ing, like it is every year for every team. 
And hopefully, we’ll have our team 
ready.” The playoffs start Nov. 20 fol-
lowing an international break, but the 
schedule had not been released as of 

late Sunday night.
NYCFC, unbeaten in its final five 

matches, earned its playoff berth with 
a 1-1 draw against Philadelphia on Sun-
day. Philadelphia clinched the second 
seed and will play the seventh-seeded 
Red Bulls in the opening round.

NYCFC’s TatyCastellanos also won 
the league’s Golden Boot award, finish-
ing the regular season with 19 goals, 
including one on Sunday.

Atlanta defeated Cincinnati 2-1 to 
claim the fifth seed and return to the 
playoffs after missing out last season. 
Josef Martinez scored the game win-
ner — a volley at a tough angle — in the 
79th minute.

“It feels very good. Not just this 
game. I think this game is a testament 
of probably what was the season for 
the team. The first half of the season 
was not great, not a lot of points, then 
second half was very good. Credit to the 
players again,” Atlanta coach Gonzalo 
Pineda said.

Nashville secured a third-place fin-
ish with a 1-1 draw against the Red 
Bulls. Nashville will host No. 6 Orlando 
City in the opening round of the play-
offs. Orlando shutout Montreal 2-0.

D.C. United defeated Toronto 3-1, 
but missed out on a playoff spot be-
cause of the draw between Nashville 
and the Red Bulls. United’s Ola Kamara 
scored a pair of goals to pull even at 19 
for the season with Castellanos, who 
won the tiebreaker for the Golden Boot 
with eight assists.

The defending champions Colum-
bus Crew also were eliminated from 
playoff contention. They beat the Chica-
go Fire 2-0, but needed help from other 
results to get in. 
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Corruption Hurts the 
Already Vulnerable

That’s a good enough reason to say No 
More

The Corruption Perception Index, published annually 
by Transparency International, a corruption moni-

toring organisation based in Berlin, was released in Jan-
uary. As this year too draws to a close, so begins the rou-
tine of taking stock and reminiscing over the year gone 
by and that brings us to pause a while on corruption and 
the nation. As per the Corruption Perception Index re-
leased this year, India has slipped to the 86th spot from 
its all-time high of 76 registered in 2015. On this index, 
the higher you rank, the cleaner is the system, or at least 
the perception of it. India’s slide could either be because 
other nations have become cleaner, or we, as a nation 
have become more corrupt. Both scenarios are possible, 
and given the crores being offered to even minor play-
ers to switch political allegiance and the lakhs of crores 
of tax-payer money being announced to bail out corrupt 
banks and the disgustingly rich, it is the latter which ap-
pears more plausible. The list is for 180 countries, with 
New Zealand and Denmark sharing the No. 1 position as 
the cleanest societies and Somalia at the bottom end as 
the most corrupt country, has our country on the 86th 
spot with five other countries – Morocco, Burkina Faso, 
Trinidad & Tobago, Turkey, and Timor Lest, all of which 
have scored a 40 on a scale of 0 (highly corrupt) to 100 
(very clean). Over two-thirds of the 180 countries and 
territories in this year's index fall below the midpoint 
of the scale (along with India) with the global average 
score of a paltry 43, indicating endemic corruption in 
a country's public sector. As a country, we are even 
more corrupt than the global average for corruption! 
As for the ranking, India has slipped in rank but not in 
points. It has been scoring 40 consistently for many 
years. It slips down because other countries have im-
proved and when countries hold a joint rank, the next 
rank skips as many positions as there are countries 
sharing a slot. For instance, because New Zealand and 
Denmark are joint firsts, the next rank is 3rd and not 
second, or because there are six countries on the 86th 
spot, the next rank is 92.

Be that as it may, while there are enough arguments 
to question the process by which Transparency Interna-
tional works out its list, these are only precision issues, 
and the world at large agrees that the list is accurate. 
The TI report reveals that although India’s ranking has 
slipped, its corruption perception has improved slightly 
for the better. We had scored 38 in 2015, but even this 
slight improvement is nothing to write home about, 
since, as mentioned, as a nation we continue to be more 
corrupt than the average for the world as a whole.

That said, what is significant about the TI rankings is 
that the Corruption Perception Index, started in 1995, 
has been instrumental in creating awareness and trig-
gering debate on corruption. But that is for governments 
and societies more conscious about their image. Bhutan, 
for example, is ranked a respectable 27th with “first-
division-marks” of 65 points. What is significant is that 
in 2009, Bhutan was ranked 49th. While the neighbour 
has shown marked improvement, we remain sloppy. 
There is clear unanimity in our country that corruption 
is widespread, all pervasive and attendant to every arm 
of the government. Unfortunately, we approach corrup-
tion with a fatalistic attitude – accepting it as unavoid-
able and trapping ourselves in a rut where palms need 
to be greased even for routine works. Where corruption 
was at one time required to push through works which 
would put the concerned officer’s future and career 
at risk, in our instinct to jump the line and aversion to 
make the system work, we have now created a monster 
which needs to be fed even to process what should be 
ours by right. 

Someone recently argued that corruption is in-
grained in our culture by pointing out that we rou-
tinely bribe even Gods for favour [“Bhakal” anyone?], 
so bribing mortals does not weigh too heavy on our 
conscience. But it should. What most of the debates and 
chest-beating on corruption overlook is that it is not just 
an inconvenience, it is much worse, because now that it 
is institutionalised, it worsens the realities of the most 
vulnerable sections of society. A corrupt system makes 
no difference between skimming from a multi-crore 
construction project or siphoning grants and aid meant 
for victims of natural calamities or subsidies marked 
for the underprivileged. Kickbacks and embezzlement 
compromise the effectiveness of such necessary public 
expenditure as poverty alleviation, education, environ-
ment conservation, public infrastructure creation, aid 
etc. While economies with a vibrant private enterprise 
can cushion corruption with some resoluteness, societ-
ies which are more dependent on government dole and 
grants to finance multiple challenges, suffer the most 
crushing blow because of the denial which corruption 
causes. These are also invariably societies which are 
less empowered and thus less likely to make a noise about 
graft, and in their desperation, more likely to continue 
feeding the monster even larger shares. By accepting and 
indulging corruption, we have painted ourselves into a 
corner and the only escape is if we realise that the slivers 
which reach us are not enough for the boxed in crowd, put 
our feet down, and collectively say “No More”...

India’s terrible roads: how to build a world-
class network and still reach net zero

Caring, confident dads have structurally 
different brains – new research

PASCAL VRTICKA
theconversation.com

Although the COVID-19 pandem-
ic profoundly impacted all our 

work and living arrangements, one 
thing particularly stood out for dads. 
During the nationwide lockdowns, 
fathers ditched the office and came 
home in their millions. The UK Fa-
therhood Institute, a thinktank, re-
alised this was a unique social experi-
ment and conducted research into 
“lockdown fathers” in spring 2020 to 
investigate its consequences.

The study, which surveyed 2,045 
UK fathers, found that many reported 
spending more time than usual on 
childcare and education during the 
lockdown. Dads also predominantly 
indicated that they emerged from this 
experience more confident as parents 
and in better relationships with their 
children. Now our own new research, 
published in the journals Child Devel-
opment and Social Neuroscience, un-
veils just how deeply this confidence 
can be traced. We found that dads 
who have more positive attitudes 
about their parenting abilities, and 
about fatherhood in general, show 
differences in their brains to those 
who don’t.

Our findings are timely. In many 
societies, dads’ involvement in par-
enting has dramatically increased. 
And as the UK Fatherhood Institute’s 
study revealed, this has a wide range 
of effects – including fathers gaining 
insights into their partners’ caring 
roles and growing more aware of the 
importance of dads spending time 
with their children. Many of the fa-
thers in that study reported wanting 

to keep some of the changes, such as 
more flexible working hours and the 
opportunity to work more from home 
once the pandemic was over.

That said, separated fathers saw 
their children less during the lock-
down, and only a minority of these 
dads reported to have left lockdown 
feeling more confident in their ability 
to help with their children’s school-
work. This demonstrates the impor-
tance of supporting dads by giving 
them more time and space to bond 
with their kids – regardless of their 
relationship status.

WHAT WE DID
The number of scientific studies 

on the role of fathers in child devel-
opment has steadily grown over the 
last few years. Nonetheless, the vast 
majority of available research on par-
enting has focused on mothers, which 
is partly down to mothers historically 
shouldering most of the childcare bur-
den and being more available as re-
search participants. To fill this gap, we 
wanted to specifically investigate the 
father-child relationship from an at-
tachment and caregiving perspective.

In a first step, we invited 66 dads 
and their kids, aged five to six, to our 
lab and asked them to solve puzzles. 
They did so either together or inde-
pendently while we scanned dads’ 
and kids’ brains with functional near-
infrared spectroscopy (fNIRS). This is 
a method that records brain activity 
with the help of optical sensors that 
are attached to a head cap. We then 
tested whether dads’ and kids’ brains 
get “in sync” with each other during 
cooperative puzzle-solving. Such syn-
chrony arises when there are aligned 
decreases and increases in activity 

in the same brain area at roughly the 
same time.

In a second step, we assessed 50 
fathers’ brain anatomy with magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI). Our main 
area of interest was the hypothala-
mus. The hypothalamus is involved in 
various physiological processes such 
as hormone production and main-
taining body temperature, but also 
plays a key role in pair-bonding, par-
enting and caregiving.

Finally, dads provided answers to 
two questionnaires relating to their 
caregiving beliefs. With the “role 
of the father questionnaire”, we as-
sessed how strongly dads believed 
that they are capable of being a good 
father, should be sensitive to their 
children, and involved in child de-
velopment. Another questionnaire 
probed how much dads indicated en-
joying spending time with their kids.

Our findings revealed that dads’ 
and their kids’ brains were more in 
sync during puzzle solving when dads 
scored higher on the first question-
naire – how strongly they believed 
they were good fathers. We also ob-
served that, in the same (50 out of 
66) fathers, brain anatomy, and spe-
cifically the size of the hypothalamus, 
was associated with dads’ caregiving 
beliefs: the higher fathers scored on 
the first questionnaire, the larger was 
their hypothalamus volume. Further-
more, dads’ hypothalamus volume 
was also positively related to how 
much they reported to enjoy interact-
ing with their kids.

Our results revealed a correlation. 
We therefore do not know whether 
hypothalamus volume determines 
how good men are at being dads, or 

whether wanting to be a good dad 
leads to increased hypothalamus vol-
ume. More research is needed to an-
swer this question.

WHAT IT MEANS
Dads’ attitudes toward parenting 

have previously been shown to be a 
strong predictor for their involve-
ment and capability. Our new find-
ings underscore the importance of 
fathers’ caregiving beliefs on a neuro-
biological level.

These novel insights are impor-
tant, because brain-to-brain synchro-
ny is linked with facilitated coordi-
nation and communication between 
children and parents.

Our research also sheds light on 
dads’ brain anatomy, especially the 
role of the hypothalamus. Most avail-
able data on it stems from animal 
studies, and the few results obtained 
in humans mostly focus on mums and 
not dads. We will follow up on these 
initial findings by also looking at oth-
er brain areas in the paternal brain.

Dads are more involved in child-
care than ever before. And, as our re-
search shows, their caregiving attitudes 
seem to have knock-on effects on the 
relationship with their kids. It there-
fore seems very relevant and justified 
to promote the importance of dads’ 
involvement in childcare in a broader 
societal context, giving them enough 
time and space to bond with their kids. 
Doing so will not only raise dads’ confi-
dence and capabilities, but be reward-
ing for them, their children and part-
ners. After all, dads – like mums – are 
biologically wired to be parents.

[the writer is Assistant 
Professor / Lecturer in Psychology, 

University of Essex]

uMA S KAMBhAMPATI
& SuBhAMKAILThYA
theconversation.com

One of the keys to China’s economic renaissance 
over the past couple of decades is often over-

looked. Namely, it has built a lot of roads.
China’s highways have more or less tripled from 

around 50,000km in 2000 to around 160,000km 
by the end of 2020. This means that in just two de-
cades, China has added highways that are 20% lon-
ger than the entire US interstate highway 
system, and these make up about 40% of 
all roads in the country.

India, too, has tripled its highways over 
the same duration, but the network is far 
less impressive. They are lower quality, 
narrower, less well maintained and only 
make up a very small part of the total sys-
tem of roads in the country.

This is arguably one of the reasons why 
its economy has substantially underper-
formed China’s over the past 20 years: Chi-
na’s GDP grew 12-fold to be worth US$14.7 
trillion (£10.8 trillion) by 2020, while In-
dia’s grew six-fold to be worth US$2.6 tril-
lion over the same period.

So why has India been much poorer at 
building roads? And with Prime Minister 
Modi having just committed to reaching 
net zero emissions by 2070, is it possible to 
build roads and decarbonise at the same time?

INDIA’S ROAD PROBLEM
China’s massive road-building programme is 

immediately visible to visitors. The pace of invest-
ment in the network has accelerated since 2011 
– the chart below shows progress over the past 
decade. Not only that, the Chinese are planning to 
increase their highway network by another 50% by 
2035.

On paper, it looks as though India’s road infra-
structure is better. The cumulative road network 
is 5.9 million kms, which is longer than China (4.6 
million kms), though slightly smaller than the US 
(6.7 million kms). The density of India’s road net-
work, at 1.62km of roads per square kilometre of 
land, is much higher than the US (0.68) or China 
(0.49) – though this is not surprising when you re-
flect that both these rivals are geographically three 
times larger than India.

However, the quality of India’s road infrastruc-
ture is very poor: only 3% of these roads are na-
tional highways, and 75% of highways are only 
two-lane. Roads are congested and road mainte-
nance is under-funded. At the same time, 40% of 
the roads are dirt roads, and over 30% of villages 
have no access to all-weather roads.

Many explanations have been given for India’s 
inadequate road investment, including lack of 
funds and poor project management. An Econo-
mist article from 2017 blamed a litigious system 
that makes it hard for the government to requisi-
tion land, as well many public-private partnerships 

stalling.
We recently published a paper arguing that In-

dia’s political system is another factor. Road-build-
ing is jointly the responsibility of the central gov-
ernment and each state. The central government 
rewards states which are politically aligned with 
the ruling party, particularly the core supporters.

In addition, road building requires coordina-
tion between states and central government to get 
around obstacles like land acquisition, planning 
permission and vetting of tenders – all of which can 

delay projects and lead to huge cost overruns. The 
need for green transport infrastructure is another 
issue. All this requires the central government to 
cooperate with states from across the political 
spectrum.

OPPORTUNITIES AND THREATS
Investing in road infrastructure can catalyse 

growth in two ways. Like all Keynesian invest-
ments, it increases employment, incomes and 
therefore demand throughout an economy. For 
a country like India with relatively low incomes 
and an excess supply of labour, road-building can 
unlock growth quickly – particularly as a way of 
recovering from the COVID collapse. As John May-
nard Keynes famously said of the importance of 
governments increasing spending during difficult 
times: “The government should pay people to dig 
holes in the ground and then fill them up.”

Roads also make economies more productive. 
They make it easier for people to get to work, for 
supply chains to function, and for companies to 
bring goods to market. Roads bring down trans-
port costs, make everyone more confident that 
things will move from A to B, and reduce the need 
for companies to store costly inventory to avoid 
running out of supplies. According to a 2014 World 
Bank survey, one in ten Indian firms thought inad-
equate transportation infrastructure was a major 
obstacle to their growth.

It is worth pointing out that improvements to 
India’s roads have already increased productiv-
ity for companies over the past two decades – de-

spite the poor quality of the network as a whole. 
We found that a 1% increase in road density raised 
productivity by about 0.25%. This gives a sense of 
what could be achieved with greater investment.

Indeed, India is now investing more in its road 
network for exactly these reasons – though the US 
and China are too. India is planning to construct 
40km of highways every day in the current finan-
cial year, and intends to increase its highways by 
a third in the next few years. Given a large pool of 
unemployed labour, the conditions are ideal to do 

this. But the worry is that the same old obstacles 
get in the way: a report earlier this year by a parlia-
mentary standing committee suggested that more 
than 800 road projects had been delayed, for in-
stance.

Then there are carbon emissions, which 
have the potential to significantly increase 
both from road-building and increased traf-
fic. Modi’s announcement at COP26 that India 
would not aim for net zero until 2070 signals 
that, in the short run, growth is likely to come 
first – and it is obviously difficult for wealthier 
nations to argue that India should not have a 
world-class road network.

Having said that, road-building has to go hand 
in hand with investing in technology to reduce 
emissions, including more electric and hybrid ve-
hicles and a charging network to make electric cars 
viable. This needs to not only be an investment 
priority for India but for players like the US who 
have been working to assist developing countries 
to decarbonise.

If India is to tap the potential of infrastructure 
development to stimulate growth, it needs to both 
make the green transition part of the programme 
and to look at the obstacles to making road-build-
ing succeed. With a state-of-the-art road network, 
India could achieve so much more.

[Uma S Kambhampati is Professor of 
Economics; Head of School, University of 

Reading; SubhamKailthya is Teaching Fellow 
in Economics, University of Warwick]
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BJP to take out rallies demanding 

Bengal cut VAT on fuel

Ladakh reports 14 
fresh COVID-19 cases

4 new cases take COVID-19 
tally of Andamans to 7,664

No fresh COVID-19 cases 
reported in Arunachal Pradesh

Rahul Gandhi flays use 
of UAPA in Tripura

two manipur mlas join bJp

Sleaze claims roiling uK govt 
put Johnson under pressure

Satellite images show China 
built mock-ups of US warships

New Delhi, Nov 8 
(PTI): Two Manipur 
MLAs joined the Bharati-
yaJanata Party on Mon-
day, with the party ex-
pressing confidence that 
it will win the upcoming 
assembly polls in the 
state with victory in two-
third seats.

Rajkumar Imo Singh, 
who comes from a nota-
ble political family in the 
state associated with the 
Congress, and Yamthong-
Haokip, a Congress MLA, 
joined the BJP in the 
presence of Union minis-
ter SarbanandaSonowal 
and the party's in-charge 
for Manipur SambitPatra.

Singh was also elect-
ed on a Congress ticket 
but was expelled from 
the party for his alleged 
anti-party activities.

He told reporters 
that Prime Minister Na-

rendraModi has done a 
lot of work for the coun-
try's prosperity, peace 
and stability. In 2017, 
Manipur was known for 
law and order problems, 
regular blockades and 
the divide between its 
hilly and valley regions 

but this is no longer so, 
he said. His father Rajku-
marJaichandra Singh was 
Manipur's chief minister 
and the first Union min-
ister from the state.

Sonowal welcomed 
them into the party and 
asserted that the north-

east regions have es-
tablished their identity 
under the Modi govern-
ment which has ensured 
that Union ministers and 
bureaucrats regularly 
visit the area to address 
issues facing it. Patra said 
the BJP is proud to have 

these eminent personali-
ties from the state in its 
fold and expressed con-
fidence that it will win 
two-third seats in the as-
sembly polls.

The BJP had come to 
power in the state for the 
first time in 2017.

New Delhi, Nov 8 (PTI): 
Former Congress chief 
Rahul Gandhi on Mon-
day said truth cannot be 
silenced by booking peo-
ple under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) 
Act (UAPA) in Tripura.

He also attacked the 
BJP, saying its favourite 
cover-up tactic is "shoot-
ing the messenger ".

The reaction came 
after the police invoked 
UAPA against social me-
dia handles including 
those of journalists and 
activists over alleged 
clashes and attacks on 
mosques in Tripura.

"Pointing out that 
Tripura Is Burning is a 

call for corrective action. 
But BJP's favourite cover-
up tactic is shooting the 
messenger. Truth can't 
be silenced by UAPA," 
Gandhi said on Twitter.

The Tripura Police on 
Saturday booked 102 so-
cial media account hold-
ers under UAPA, criminal 
conspiracy and forgery 
charges and served no-
tices to the authorities 
of Twitter, Facebook and 
YouTube to freeze their 
accounts and inform all 
particulars of those per-
sons to it.

This action came af-
ter Tripura Police regis-
tered a case against four 
Supreme Court lawyers 

under the stringent act 
and various sections of 
the Indian Penal Code 
for allegedly promoting 
communal disharmony 
with their social media 
posts on the recent vio-
lence in the state.

The state government 
had on October 29 al-
leged that a group from 
outside with vested in-
terests had hatched a 
conspiracy against the 
administration to cre-
ate unrest in Tripura 
and malign its image 
by uploading fake pho-
tographs of a burning 
mosque on social media 
after the October 26 in-
cident.

BEIJING (AP): Satellite images show 
China has built mock-ups of a U.S. Navy 
aircraft carrier and destroyer in its 
northwestern desert, possibly for prac-
tice for a future naval clash as tensions 
rise between the nations.

China has massively upgraded its 
military in recent years, and its capabil-
ity and intentions are increasingly con-
cerning to the United States as tensions 
rise over the South China Sea, Taiwan 
and military supremacy in the Indo-Pa-
cific. The images captured by Colorado-
based satellite imagery company Maxar 
Technologies dated Sunday show the out-
lines of a U.S. aircraft carrier and at least 
one destroyer sitting on a railway track.

Maxar identified the location as 
Ruoqiang, a Taklamakan Desert county 
in the northwestern Xinjiang region.

The independent U.S. Naval Insti-
tute said on its website that the mock-
ups of U.S. ships were part of a new 
target range developed by the People’s 
Liberation Army.

It wasn’t clear from the images how 
many details had been included in the 
apparent targets, although USNI said it 
had identified features on the destroyer 
including its funnels and weapons sys-
tems.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Wang Wenbin said at a daily 
briefing Monday that he had no infor-
mation about the images, saying, “I’m 
not aware of the situation you men-
tioned.”

China’s massive military upgrade 
has emphasized countering the U.S. and 
other countries’ naval forces.

That includes the development of 
land, sea and air-launched missiles to 
repel and possibly sink opposing ves-
sels, expressed most emphatically by 
the land-based DF-21D ballistic missile 
known as the “carrier killer.”

Recent months have also seen a 
substantial increase in Chinese military 
flights just southwest of Taiwan, the 
self-governing island republic claimed 
by Beijing and which it threatens to an-
nex by force. Washington provides Tai-

wan with much of its weaponry and U.S. 
law requires that it ensures the island 
can defend itself and treats threats to it 
as matters of “grave concern.” The images 
released by Maxar come amid growing 
concerns over the possibility of military 
conflict between the world’s two biggest 
economies, who are at odds over a litany 
of political and economic issues.

The Pentagon this month issued 
a report saying China is expanding its 
nuclear force much faster than U.S. of-
ficials predicted just a year ago. That 
appears designed to enable Beijing to 
match or surpass U.S. global power by 
midcentury, the report said.

U.S. defense officials have said they 
are increasingly wary of China’s inten-
tions, largely with regard to the status 
of Taiwan. “The PLA’s evolving capabili-
ties and concepts continue to strength-
en (China’s) ability to ‘fight and win 
wars’ against a ‘strong enemy’ — a like-
ly euphemism for the United States,” 
the report said.

China’s navy and coast guard are 
also adding new vessels at a record 
pace, concentrating them in the South 
China Sea, the strategic waterway that 
China claims virtually in its entirety.

While the U.S. Navy remains pre-
dominant, its resources are divided 
between the Indo-Pacific, the Persian 
Gulf, the Mediterranean and other re-
gions where American interests lie.

China’s test of a hypersonic weapon 
capable of partially orbiting Earth be-
fore reentering the atmosphere and 
gliding on a maneuverable path to its 
target also surprised top U.S. military 
leaders. Beijing insisted it was testing 
a reusable space vehicle, not a mis-
sile, but the weapon system’s design is 
meant to evade U.S. missile defenses.

Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said the test was 
“very close” to being a “Sputnik mo-
ment,” akin to the 1957 launching by 
the Soviet Union of the world’s first 
space satellite, which fed fears the 
United States had fallen behind tech-
nologically.

Leh, Nov 8 (PTI):Ladakh 
has recorded 14 fresh 
COVID-19 cases, taking 
the virus tally to 21,047 
while the active cases 
have climbed to 122, of-
ficials said on Monday.

The Union Territory 
has registered 209 Cov-
id-related deaths -- 151 
in Leh and 58 in Kargil -- 
since the outbreak of the 

pandemic last year. Six 
patients were cured and 
discharged from hospital 
from Leh. The total num-
ber of cured patients is 
20,716, they said.

A total of 165 sample 
reports in Ladakh were 
found negative, they said.

There was no death 
reported due to Covid in 
Ladakh on Sunday.

Itanagar, Nov 8 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh did 
not report any fresh CO-
VID-19 case in the last 
24 hours, while 11 more 
persons recuperated 
from the disease, push-
ing the total number of 
recoveries to 54,851, a 
senior health official said 
here on Monday.

The COVID-19 tally 
in the frontier state re-
mained at 55,180, he 
said.

The state now has 49 
active COVID-19 cases, 
the official said.

The COVID-19 re-
covery rate in the state 
marginally improved 
to 99.40 per cent from 
99.38 the previous day, 
State Surveillance Of-
ficer (SSO) DrLobsang-
Jampa said.

The coronavirus 
death toll remained at 
280 as no fresh fatality 
was reported in the last 
24 hours, the SSO said.

Tawang district has 
the highest number of ac-
tive cases at 10, followed 
by West Kameng and 
Lower Dibang Valley at 
eight cases each and East 
Siang at 6 cases.

As many as 11,88,585 
samples have been tested 
for COVID-19 thus far in 
the state, including 236 
on Sunday, Jampa said, 
adding that the positiv-
ity rate stood at 0.89 per 
cent.

State Immunisation 
Officer DrDimongPa-
dung said that a total of 
13,34,706 people have 
been inoculated so far in 
the state.

Port Blair, Nov 8 (PTI): 
Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands reported four new 
COVID-19 cases, three 
more than the previous 
day, with the tally in the 
Union Territory rising to 
7,664, a health depart-
ment official said on 
Monday.

The fresh cases were 
detected during con-
tact tracing, he said. The 
death toll remained at 
129 as no new fatality 
due to the infection was 
recorded in the last 24 
hours, the official said.

Three persons were 
cured of the disease dur-
ing the period, taking the 
total number of recover-
ies in the archipelago to 
7,523. The Union Terri-

tory now has 12 active 
cases. The local admin-
istration has adopted 
an approach of tracking, 
testing and treating, he 
said, adding that people 
arriving here from the 
mainland are mandato-
rily required to undergo 
COVID tests.

Altogether, 5,05,184 
people have been inocu-
lated with 2,10,726 of 
them having received 
both doses of the vac-
cines.

The Andaman and 
Nicobar administration 
has conducted over 6.07 
lakh sample tests for 
COVID-19 so far, and the 
positivity rate stands at 
1.26 per cent, the official 
added.

Kolkata, Nov 8 (PTI): 
The BJP on Sunday an-
nounced it will hit the 
streets for five days 
from November 8 in 
West Bengal to press for 
the demand that the Ma-
mata Banerjee govern-
ment slash Value Added 
Tax (VAT) on petrol and 
diesel.

BJP state unit vice-
president Raju Banerjee 
said the party will take 
out a rally from its head-
quarters at around 1 pm 
on Monday.

"Our state presi-
dent SukantaMajumder, 
leader of the opposition 
SuvenduAdhikari, na-
tional vice-president Dil-
ipGhosh and other senior 
leaders will participate 
in the rally which will be 
held following Covid-19 
protocols. If the police 
try to stop us, we will act 
accordingly," he said.

Banerjee did not re-
veal the route of the pro-
posed protest rally.

The BJP will take out 

similar programmes in 
different blocks of the 
state from October 9 to 
12.

As the issue is "very 
urgent", the party cannot 
wait till the end of Chhat 
puja and Jagaddhatri 
puja for commencement 
of the movement, Baner-
jee said.

Buckling under pres-
sure, the Union govern-
ment had on Wednes-
day cut excise duty on 
petrol by Rs 5 per litre 
and that on diesel by 
Rs 10 a litre to give 
reprieve to consumers 
battered by record-high 
retail fuel prices.

This announcement 
was matched by 22 states 
and Union Territories 
ruled by the BJP and par-
ties allied to it, cutting 
VAT rates in different 
proportions. However, 
states governed by par-
ties opposed to the BJP 
did not reduce the tax on 
fuel. West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-

jee was vocal about the 
fuel price rise, but she 
and the TMC fell silent 
after the Centre reduced 
excise duty on the eve of 
Diwali, the state BJP vice-
president said.

"If she is so pro-
poor, why can't our chief 
minister emulate states 
like Assam and Uttar 
Pradesh, and cut VAT and 
other surcharges on the 
two products to provide 
relief to people. She will 
not do it as the money 
accrued from such taxes 
are spent in organising 
fairs and giving donation 
to clubs," Raju Banerjee 
said.

TMC spokesperson 
KunalGhosh on Saturday 
said, "The BJP is doing 
cheap politics over fuel 
prices as its inertia in 
stemming the skyrock-
eting prices of petrol, 
diesel and LPG has been 
exposed. It has slashed 
excise duty on petrol and 
diesel a bit, fine! But that 
is too little, too less.

LONDON (AP): British 
Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson wants to talk 
about climate change. 
But his opponents want 
to focus on sleaze.

As a United Nations 
climate summit aimed at 
staving off catastrophic 
global warming enters 
its final week in Glasgow, 
Scotland, host leader 
Johnson is facing a bar-
rage of criticism in Lon-
don over his attempts to 
change the system that 
oversees lawmakers’ 
standards.

On Monday, the 
House of Commons will 
hold an emergency de-
bate on political ethics 
after the government 
tried to block the suspen-
sion of a Conservative 
lawmaker found guilty of 
breaching lobbying rules.

Opposition parties 
say the episode has re-
vealed a Conservative 
government that plays 
fast and loose with the 
rules, and the want a 
public inquiry into cor-
ruption allegations.

Labour Party leader 
KeirStarmer said John-
son should apologize to 
the nation and “clean out 
the filthy Augean stable 
he has created.”

The lobbying episode 

is the latest to fuel allega-
tions that Johnson and 
his Conservative govern-
ment don’t follow rules 
that apply to everyone 
else.

Lawsuits have been 
launched over the gov-
ernment’s awarding 
of tens of millions of 
pounds (dollars) in con-
tracts to provide equip-
ment and services during 
the coronavirus pandem-
ic — often in haste and 
with little oversight.

Home Secretary Priti 
Patel was allowed to 
keep her job after she 
was found to have bul-
lied members of staff. 
Johnson himself has 
been criticized for ac-
cepting expensive holi-
days in Mustique and 
Spain, and faces inves-
tigation by Parliament’s 
standards watchdog over 
the source of money that 
was used to refurbish his 
apartment in Downing 
Street, the prime minis-
ter’s official residence.

The issue hit boiling 
point after the House 
of Commons standards 
committee recommend-
ed a 30-day suspension 
of Conservative legislator 
Owen Paterson for lobby-
ing on behalf of two com-
panies that were paying 

him more than 100,000 
pounds ($137,000) a 
year. The Commons Stan-
dards Committee said 
Paterson’s actions were 
an “egregious case of 
paid advocacy” and had 
“brought the House into 
disrepute.”

Instead of backing 
the committee’s decision, 
as has happened in all 
similar cases for decades, 
Conservative lawmak-
ers were ordered by the 
government to oppose 
it and instead to call for 
an overhaul of the whole 
standards process.

That vote on Wednes-
day sparked fury — and 
not just from the opposi-
tion. Generally support-
ive newspapers reflect-
ed the anger, with the 
Daily Mail proclaiming: 
“Shameless MPs Slink 
Back Into Sleaze.”

The next day the gov-
ernment did a U-turn, 
saying it would look for 
cross-party consensus 
on overhauling the disci-
plinary process. Paterson 
abruptly quit Parliament 
after 24 years as a law-
maker.

Environment Minis-
ter George Eustice said 
the uproar was a “storm 
in a teacup” of little inter-
est to the wider public. 
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Australia set to resume touring 
Pakistan after 24 years

ISLAMABAD (AP): Aus-
tralia will tour Pakistan 
for the first time in near-
ly 24 years when it plays 
three test matches, three 
one-day internationals 
and a Twenty20 interna-
tional next year, the Paki-
stan Cricket Board said 
Monday.

Karachi, Rawalpindi 
and Lahore are sched-
uled to host the three test 
matches in March and 
the limited-overs portion 
will be played in Lahore 
from March 29-April 5.

The test matches will 
be part of the World Test 
Championship. The ODIs 
will be counted toward 
World Cup Super League.

Mark Taylor led Aus-
tralia to a 1-0 victory 
in the last test series it 
played in Pakistan in 
1998. Since then Paki-
stan has hosted Australia 
four times at neutral ven-
ues in Sri Lanka and the 
United Arab Emirates.

“Australia are one 
of the high-performing 
sides and them playing 
in our backyard for the 
first time after a gap of 
24 years will be a special 
treat for the fans,” PCB 
chairman Ramiz Raja 
said in a statement.

“Likewise, it will be a 
great opportunity for the 
Australia cricketers to 
not only play at our icon-

ic venues but also feel 
and enjoy the respect, 
love and hospitality that 
this great country offers, 
something which most 
of their previous genera-
tion of cricketers missed 
out by playing offshore.”

Pakistan was off lim-
its for hosting interna-
tional cricket for almost 
a decade after the Sri 
Lanka team’s bus came 
under attack at Lahore 
in March 2009. Eight 
people were killed dur-
ing the terror attack, and 
several Sri Lankan play-
ers were injured. Paki-

stan also lost its status 
as a co-host for the 2011 
Cricket World Cup.

Sri Lanka was the first 
team to return for a test 
series, in December 2019, 
and was followed by Ban-
gladesh and South Africa. 
Other teams have toured 
for limited-overs series.

Cricket Australia 
chief executive Nick 
Hockley acknowledged 
the efforts of the PCB in 
planning next year’s tour 
and said he looked for-
ward to close coopera-
tion to finalize the opera-
tions, logistics, security 

and COVID-19 protocols.
“The safety and wel-

fare of our players and 
staff remains our No. 1 
priority,” Hockley said 
in a statement. “We will 
continue to work with 
the PCB and relevant 
agencies to ensure that 
appropriate and suffi-
cient arrangements are 
put in place for the tour.”

The PCB said a Crick-
et Australia delegation 
will visit Pakistan to 
meet with government 
officials and finalize ar-
rangements. Pakistan 
and Australia are set to 

meet in the semifinals 
of the T20 World Cup at 
Dubai on Thursday.

Just before the T20 
World Cup, New Zealand 
abandoned its limited-overs 
tour of Pakistan due to secu-
rity concerns, and England 
also pulled out citing player 
welfare concerns.

Pakistan is set to host 
West Indies from Dec. 
13-22 in three T20s and 
and three ODIS between 
Dec. 13-22. It will be the 
West Indies’ first tour 
of Pakistan since April 
2018 when it played 
three T20s.

durant, harden help nets beat 
Raptors for 5th straight win

TORONTO (AP): Kevin Durant had 31 
points, James Harden scored 16 of his 
28 points in the fourth quarter and the 
Brooklyn Nets won their fifth straight 
game, beating the Toronto Raptors 116-
103 on Sunday.

Blake Griffin had 14 points and 11 
rebounds, and Patty Mills scored 13 
points to help Steve Nash earn the vic-
tory in his first game in his home coun-
try as an NBA head coach. Harden also 
had 10 rebounds and eight assists.

Durant was playing in Toronto for 
the first time since tearing his left Achil-
les tendon while playing for Golden 
State in Game 5 of the 2019 NBA Finals. 
The 11-time All-Star shot 11 for 18, go-
ing 3 for 6 from 3-point range, and 6 for 
6 at the free throw line. He had seven 
rebounds and seven assists.

Fred VanVleet scored 21 points 
for Toronto. Raptors forward Pascal 
Siakam made his first start of the sea-
son after missing the first 10 games be-
cause of left shoulder surgery. Siakam 
scored 15 points in 25 minutes.

WARRIORS 120, ROCKETS 107
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Jordan 

Poole scored 15 of his 25 points in the 
first quarter and Golden State beat 
Houston.

Stephen Curry added 20 points and 
three steals to help the NBA-leading 
Warriors improve to 8-1 with their 
fourth victory in a row.

Jae’Sean Tate led Houston with 21 
points and 10 rebounds. The Rockets 
have lost eight straight and are tied 
with New Orleans at an NBA-worst 1-0.

WIZARDS 101, BUCKS 94
WASHINGTON (AP) — Bradley Beal 

scored 30 points and Washington beat 
Milwaukee.

Kyle Kuzma added 15 points and 10 
rebounds to help Washington snap an 
eight-game losing streak in the series 
with the Bucks. Montrezl Harrell also 
had 15 points.

GiannisAntetokounmpo had 29 
points and 18 rebounds for the defend-
ing champion Bucks. They have lost five 
of six to drop to 4-6.

CLIPPERS 120, HORNETS 106
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Paul George 

scored 20 points, Reggie Jackson added 
19 and the Los Angeles beat Charlotte 
for its fourth straight victory.

Luke Kennard had 18 points for Los 
Angeles, and Terance Mann finished 
with 17 points and 10 rebounds.

LaMelo Ball, from nearby Chino 
Hills, had 21 points for the Hornets in 
their fourth straight loss. Miles Bridges 
also had 21 points for the Hornets

CAVALIERS 126, KNICKS 109
NEW YORK (AP) — Ricky Rubio 

scored a career-high 37 to help Cleve-
land beat New York.

Cleveland has won four in a row to 
improve to 7-4. Evan Mobley added 26 
points, Jarrett Allen had 18 and Darius 
Garland 16. Rubio’s previous career 
high was 34 with Utah against San An-
tonio in 2018.

Julius Randle led New York with 19 
points.

MAGIC 107, JAZZ 100
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Cole An-

thony scored 10 of his season-best 33 
points in the fourth quarter and keyed 
a game-closing 24-11 run in Orlando’s 
victory over Utah.

Wendell Carter Jr. added a season-
best 22 points and 15 rebounds.

Donovan Mitchell scored 21 points 
for Utah. Rudy Gobert had 21 points 
and 15 rebounds.

THUNDER 99, SPURS 94
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Mike 

Muscala scored 20 points in 14 minutes 
and Oklahoma City rallied to beat San 
Antonio.

The Muscala made 5 of 6 field goals 
and 7 of 9 free throws in one of the 
most productive offensive games of 
his career. Keldon Johnson scored 22 
points for San Antonio,

PACERS 94, KINGS 91
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) — Caris-

LeVert scored 22 points and Indiana 
held off Sacramento after blowing a 
15-point lead.

DomontasSabonis had 17 points 
and 10 rebounds to help Indiana to its 
first win in Sacramento since 2018. T.J. 
McConnell added 17 point.

Harrison Barnes scored 22 points 
for Sacramento.

George, Jackson lead Clippers 
past Hornets, 120-106

Muscala scores 20, Oklahoma 
City rallies to beat Spurs 99-94

OKLAhOMA CITY (AP): The 
Oklahoma City Thunder seem to 
wake up when they get down by 
double digits.

Mike Muscala scored 20 
points in 14 minutes, and the 
Thunder rallied from 16 points 
down to beat the San Antonio 
Spurs 99-94 on Sunday night.

The Thunder have trailed by 
at least 16 points in all three of 
their wins. They trailed the Los 
Angeles Lakers by 26 before get-
ting their first win of the season 
in Oklahoma City, then trailed 
the Lakers by 19 points last 
Thursday before winning.

What impressed Thunder 
coach Mark Daigneault most 
about Sunday’s victory was how 
the Thunder handled the in-
tensity level during their latest 
comeback.

“The stuff that really stood 
out to me is the physicality of 
the game and the competitive-
ness that we played with, espe-
cially in the second half,” he said. 
“The fact that we could recog-
nize in real time in the game that 
we needed to amp it up and then 
did it on a pretty quick turn.”

Muscala made 5 of 6 field 
goals and 7 of 9 free throws in 
one of the most productive of-
fensive games of his career. The 
30-year-old averages 6.0 points 
per game for his career, which 
includes stops in Atlanta, Phila-

delphia, Los Angeles with the 
Lakers and Oklahoma City.

“Felt like I got into a little bit 
of a rhythm there, so that felt 
nice,” he said. “I’ve kind of been 
struggling shooting the ball a lit-
tle bit. I thought in general guys 
were really unselfish tonight 
passing the ball and trusting the 
shot, and that was a big point of 
emphasis in practice.”

ShaiGilgeous-Alexander had 
14 points, 10 assists and eight re-
bounds, and Darius Bazley added 
11 points and 11 rebounds for the 
Thunder, who were coming off a 
victory over the Los Angeles Lak-
ers on Thursday.

Keldon Johnson scored 22 
points, Lonnie Walker IV added 
15 points and Drew Eubanks 
chipped in 14 points and 11 re-
bounds for the Spurs.

Eubanks said the Thunder 
are a talented young team that 
the Spurs overlooked.

“You play the Bucks, you play 
Brooklyn, you play L.A., you kind 
of get up for those games,” Eu-
banks said. “We’ve got to learn 
from that, not just settling and 
continue to do what we do to 
keep those leads.”

San Antonio had possession 
with 22.9 seconds left in regu-
lation, trailing 97-94. Walker 
missed a deep 3-pointer off the 
backboard, Oklahoma City re-
bounded, and Muscala made 

two free throws with 3.6 sec-
onds left to put the game out of 
reach. Lu Dort’s 3-pointer for 
Oklahoma City at the halftime 
buzzer cut the Spurs’ lead to 55-
45 at the break.

The Thunder continued the 
rally in the opening minutes of 
the second half. Rookie Jeremi-
ah Robinson-Earl’s jumper put 
Oklahoma City up 66-65.

The Thunder led 79-69 at 
the end of the third quarter. 
They outscored the Spurs 34-14 
in the period, led by nine points 
from Gilgeous-Alexander. Okla-
homa City made 13 of 24 field 
goals in the third.

San Antonio took an 84-83 
lead before Bazley hit a corner 
3-pointer, then threw down a 
nasty one-handed put-back dunk 
with his elbow at rim level to give 
the Thunder an 88-84 lead. Okla-
homa City led the rest of the way.

TIP-INS
Spurs: Scored the game’s 

first nine points. ... Dejounte 
Murray missed his first six shots 
and ended up making just 5 of 
19. ... Eubanks scored 10 points 
on 5-for-5 shooting in the first 
half. ... Keita Bates-Diop went 
down hard in the third quarter 
and was holding his lower back 
before leaving the court. Thun-
der: Missed their first seven 
shots. ... Shot just 6 for 26 from 
the field in the first quarter. ... 

Muscala scored 14 points in 
seven minutes in the first half. 
He made all four of his field 
goals, including three 3-point-
ers. ... Held the Spurs to 7-for-26 
shooting in the third quarter.

HALFCOURT SHOT
Spencer Greene, an 18-year-

old from Norman, Oklahoma, 
made a half-court shot dur-
ing a break in the action to win 
$20,000 from MidFirst Bank. 
The two-handed fling banked off 
the glass and in, making him the 
second winner this season.

TWO-WAY, TWO GAMES
VitKrejci became the first 

player to compete for the Thun-
der and their G-League affili-
ate, the Oklahoma City Blue, in 
the same day. According to the 
Thunder, it was the 59th time 
for a G-League player to play for 
their NBA team on the same day. 
Krejci had a defensive rebound 
in six minutes in the Thunder’s 
win and scored nine points in 26 
minutes with the Blue in a 114-
81 win over Salt Lake City.

STAT LINES
Spurs guard Derrick White 

missed all 10 of his shots and 
did not score. He entered the 
game averaging 13.7 points.

UP NEXT
Spurs: Host the Sacramento 

Kings on Wednesday.
Thunder: Visit the New Or-

leans Pelicans on Wednesday.

LOS ANGeLeS (AP): Paul 
George scored 20 points, 
Reggie Jackson added 19 
and the Los Angeles Clip-
pers beat the Charlotte 
Hornets 120-106 on Sun-
day night for their fourth 
straight victory.

Luke Kennard had 
18 points, and Terance 
Mann finished with 17 
points and 10 rebounds. 
Down 13 in the first 
quarter and in a nine-
point hole with less than 
seven minutes remain-
ing, the Clippers had a 
22-0 run to take a 115-
102 lead.

“It was our defense,” 
Clippers head coach Ty-
ronn Lue said. “I think 
our defense really picked 
up, our physicality, our 
attention to detail was a 
lot better. I thought our 
focus in the first half, 
physically, was pretty 
bad.”

LaMelo Ball, from 
nearby Chino Hills, had 
21 points for the Hornets 
in their fourth straight 
loss. Ball played his first 
game in Los Angeles 
since a right wrist frac-
ture against the Clippers 
last March forced him to 
miss 21 games.

Miles Bridges also 
had 21 points for the 
Hornets, and Terry Ro-
zier added 17.

“They have a good 
chemistry,” Hornets head 
coach James Borrego 
said of his Ball-Bridges 
guard combination. 
“They know how to play 
together, look for each 
other, especially in tran-
sition at the rim. I think 
both guys grew up to-
night; they took a step 
forward.”Charlotte got 

a 3-pointer from Rozier 
with 7:09 to play, then 
didn’t make another 
field goal until a layup 
by Bridges with 1:09 re-
maining.

The Clippers were 
coming off a victory at 
Minnesota on Friday 
when the rallied from a 
20-point first-half deficit.

“Ever since last year 
we have made a lot of 
good comebacks and we 
know it’s never over,” 
said the Clippers Ivica 
Zubac, who had 14 points 
and 11 rebounds. “At the 
same time, we have to 
be better starting games 
because going down 15, 
20 is hard, it takes a lot of 
energy.”

SERGING FORWARD
Clippers big man 

Serge Ibaka was active for 
the first time this season 
following back surgery in 
June and made his debut 
with 3:52 remaining in 
the first quarter. He did 
not score on three shots 
over eight minutes.

“Now, I think the 
most important thing 
is for me to be patient,” 
said Ibaka, as he started 
his 13 season and sec-
ond with the Clippers 

after he averaged 11.1 
points and 6.7 rebounds 
in 41 games last season. 
“I’ll try to dig in with my 
teammates. It’s gonna 
come. It’s the first game 
in almost a year. But I’m 
healthy, I’m back and I’m 
in good shape.”

TIP-INS
Hornets: F P.J. Wash-

ington missed his second 
consecutive game with 
a hyperextended left el-
bow. …C Mason Plumlee 
was in the starting lineup 
after he was a game-time 
decision with a left rib 
contusion but failed to 
reach double digits in re-
bounds or points for the 
sixth-consecutive game.

Clippers: George 
reached 14,500 career 
points and is one of sev-
en active players with 
that many points, as well 
as 4,500 rebounds and 
2,500 steals to join Car-
melo Anthony Kevin Du-
rant, James Harden, LeB-
ron James, Chris Paul and 
Russell Westbrook.

UP NEXT
Hornets: At Los An-

geles Lakers on Monday 
night.

Clippers: Host Port-
land on Tuesday night.
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Cambodian activist decries 
delayed release of autistic son

German COVID infection 
rate at new high as 
vaccinations slow

iran bans newspaper 
that linked supreme 

leader to poverty

People fleeing Ethiopia allege 
attacks, forced conscription

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP): A new 
round of deadly attacks and 
forced conscription has begun 
against ethnic Tigrayans in 
an area of Ethiopia now con-
trolled by Amhara regional au-
thorities in collaboration with 
soldiers from neighboring Er-
itrea, people fleeing over the 
border to Sudan tell The As-
sociated Press as the yearlong 
war intensifies.

Three men who fled the 
western Tigray communities 
of Adebay and Humera in the 
past week described warn-
ings from Amhara authorities 
against supporting the rival Ti-
gray forces who are approach-
ing Ethiopia’s capital, Addis 
Ababa, to press Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed to step aside.

Their threat led Ethiopia’s 
government to declare a state 
of emergency last week while 
the United States and other 
countries urged citizens to 
leave immediately. U.S. and Af-
rican Union envoys have been 
holding urgent talks in Ethio-
pia in search of a cease-fire in 
a war that has killed thousands 
of people after political ten-
sions with the Tigray forces 
who once dominated the na-
tional government turned 
deadly. The U.N. Security Coun-
cil is expected to meet on Mon-
day.

The new accounts confirm 
assertions by the U.S. and oth-
ers that Eritrean soldiers re-
main in the Tigray region, and 
they indicate that pressure is 
growing on Tigrayans of mixed 
heritage who have tried to live 
quietly amid what the U.S. has 
alleged as ethnic cleansing in 
western Tigray.

As reports grew about the 
Tigray forces’ momentum, 
Amhara authorities at a public 
meeting in Adebay on Oct. 29 
warned residents against sup-
porting them, two men who 

fled to Sudan said.
“There are people work-

ing for (the Tigray forces). You 
should give them to us or we 
will kill you all together,” one 
who fled, 28-year-old Maw-
chaAsmelash, recalled authori-
ties saying.

Five days later, he said, Am-
hara militia attacked. “I saw 
four people being killed on the 
run,” he said.

He and other men hid in the 
bush for two days, gathering 
information from local women 
and trying to judge whether 
it was safe to return. But the 
women estimated scores of 
men had been killed and resi-
dents had been forbidden to 
bury their bodies. The women 
urged them to flee.

Another man who fled 
Adebay, 36-year-old Berha-
neGebremikael, confirmed the 
public meeting. He said he saw 
one man killed as he ran from 

Amhara militia and the Eritre-
an soldiers, who he said have a 
camp in the community.

“They called it revenge,” 
he said. He described a per-
ilous situation for Tigrayan 
residents of Adebay who had 
remained during the war, with 
many changing their identity, 
paying bribes or using mixed 
heritage for a measure of pro-
tection. Berhane, whose moth-
er is Eritrean, now fears he 
can’t return.

“Maybe the worst things 
will happen in the next days,” 
he said. “The international 
community should intervene.”

A man who fled to Sudan 
from the city of Humera, near 
the Eritrean border, told the AP 
he had stayed there because of 
his part-Tigrayan heritage, but 
last week Amhara authori-
ties “started collecting people. 
Young men and boys are being 
forced to join the fighting.”

Again, it started with a 
public warning, 28-year-old 
AlemuAbraha said. Then Am-
hara authorities, along with 
Eritrean soldiers, started vis-
iting homes at night to take 
people away. His friends were 
taken, he said, and he believes 
the men are being sent to the 
Amhara region, where most 
fighting has occurred in recent 
months.

Amhara regional spokes-
man GizachewMuluneh did 
not respond to AP questions. 
Amhara regional officials have 
asserted that western Tigray 
is historically their land, and 
during the war witnesses and 
humanitarian workers have 
described scores of thousands 
of Tigrayans forced from com-
munities there.

Meanwhile, reports of mass 
detentions of Tigrayans con-
tinue under the state of emer-
gency. An Ethiopian Orthodox 

Church official in Addis Ababa, 
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity for fear of retribution, 
said dozens of priests, monks, 
deacons and others had been 
detained in the capital because 
of their ethnicity. Ethiopian 
authorities have said they are 
detaining people suspected of 
supporting the Tigray forces.

The government-created 
Ethiopian Human Rights Com-
mission in a statement noted 
with concern that “arrests ap-
peared to be based on ethnic-
ity” and included the elderly 
and mothers with children.

As the war closes in, Ethio-
pia’s government insists that 
life in the capital remains nor-
mal. On Sunday, scores of thou-
sands of people rallied in Ad-
dis Ababa in a show of support, 
some carrying signs criticizing 
the international community, 
including foreign media.

There were also calls for 
peace amid the sometimes 
graphic calls to war. “Can 
they not discuss around a ta-
ble?” said one demonstrator, 
LemelemSelega, who also de-
nounced those “who are spill-
ing our soldiers’ blood.”

African Union special en-
voy OlesegunObasanjo, a for-
mer Nigerian president, was 
briefing the AU Peace and 
Security Council on Monday 
about his meeting with Tigray 
leader DebretsionGebremi-
chael in the Tigray regional 
capital over the weekend. 
Tigray forces spokesman Ge-
tachewReda called the discus-
sion “very fruitful.” Obasanjo’s 
spokesman did not respond to 
questions.

The U.S. has not released 
details on special envoy Jef-
frey Feltman’s meeting with 
Ethiopia’s prime minister last 
week, which the prime min-
ister’s spokeswoman called 
“constructive.”

DuBAI, united Arab 
emirates (AP): Iran’s ju-
dicial authorities report-
edly banned a newspa-
per Monday for publish-
ing a front-page graphic 
that appeared to show 
Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei’s hand 
drawing the poverty line 
in the Islamic Republic 
amid widespread anger 
over the nation’s crater-
ing economy.

The semiofficial Mehr 
news agency said Iran’s 
media supervisory body 
shut down the daily 
newspaper Kelid after it 
published a front-page 
article titled “Millions 
of Iranians Living under 
Poverty Line” on Satur-
day.

Under the headline, 
the graphic shows a per-
son’s left hand holding a 
pen and drawing a red 
line across the page as 
silhouettes of people un-
derneath are reaching up 
to the line.

The graphic resem-
bled an earlier image of 
Khamenei writing on a 
piece of paper with his 
left hand, a prominent 
ring on one of his fingers. 
His right has been para-
lyzed since a 1981 bomb-
ing.

The Young Journalists 
Club, a group associated 
with state television, 
earlier reported that 
censors were examining 
the newspaper after the 
publication. The state-

run IRNA news agency 
acknowledged Kelid had 
been shut down, without 
explaining the reason for 
the decision.

Kelid could not im-
mediately respond to 
a request for comment 
Monday. Their website 
has been taken offline.

Iran, whose state-
dominated economy has 
long faced trouble since 
the 1979 Islamic Revo-
lution, has been under 
increased pressure since 
former President Donald 
Trump unilaterally with-
drew America from Teh-
ran’s nuclear deal with 
world powers in 2018.

The Iranian rial is 
now about 281,500 to 
the dollar — compared 
with 32,000 rials for $1 at 
the time when the 2015 
nuclear deal was struck. 
With U.S. sanctions still 
strangling the economy, 
record-breaking inflation 
has hit ordinary Irani-
ans where it hurts most. 
Stunned shoppers are 
cutting meat and dairy 
from their diets, buying 
less and less each month.

While radio and tele-
vision stations are all 
state-controlled in Iran, 
newspapers and maga-
zines can be owned and 
published by private 
individuals. However, 
Iranian journalists face 
constant harassment and 
the threat of arrest in 
the country, according to 
press advocacy groups.

PhNOM PeNh, Cambo-
dia (AP): A Cambodian 
activist wept in frustra-
tion Monday after learn-
ing her autistic teenage 
son, imprisoned for com-
ments critical of the gov-
ernment he made on so-
cial media, would not be 
released as anticipated 
in a case that has drawn 
global attention.

PrumChantha told 
disappointed supporters 
who had gathered with 
her early in the day out-
side Prey Sar prison on 
the outskirts of Phnom 
Penh that authorities said 
her son’s time served had 
been miscounted, and 
that he would instead be 
released Wednesday.

“My son would have 
been feeling so excited 
when hearing he would 
be freed today and know-
ing that I was here with 
the others to welcome 
him, but now they’re 
keeping him in jail for 
two more days,” she said.

“Why would the court 
keep him in jail?”

Her son, 16-year-old 
KakSovannchhay, was 
convicted last week of in-
citement to commit a fel-
ony and public insult for 
comments he had made 
in a Telegram chat group 
in June defending his fa-
ther, a senior political op-
position member who is 
himself in custody facing 
charges, and for sharing 
Facebook posts criticiz-
ing Prime Minister Hun 
Sen. KakSovannchhay 

was sentenced to eight 
months in prison but he 
had been in custody since 
June. Under Cambodian 
sentencing guidelines 
including credit for time 
served, he was scheduled 
for release this week and 
the family had been told 
it would take place Mon-
day.

In a statement af-
ter his conviction, the 
Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court said that his age 
had been a factor in re-
ducing his jail time, and 
said that it had received 
no medical confirmation 
of his autism during the 
trial.

Observers said, how-
ever, that during the trial, 
the court refused two 
requests to evaluate the 
boy’s disability and sup-
port needs.

Many criticized the 
verdict, including U.S. 
Ambassador to Cam-

bodia W. Patrick Mur-
phy who said in a Twit-
ter post that the case 
seemed to be “politically 
motivated.”

“How does jailing the 
teenage son of an op-
position figure demon-
strate respect for human 
rights?” Murphy wrote.

PrumChantha is a 
member of the group Fri-
day Wives, which holds 
protests to demand the 
release of their husbands 
who have been jailed for 
expressing their views 
critical of Hun Sen’s gov-
ernment. Her husband, 
KakKomphear, has been 
in detention since May 
2020.

She said Monday that 
she had no intention of 
backing down, despite 
her son’s prosecution.

“The authorities 
wanted to intimidate us 
and wanted us to stop 
opposing them,” she said.

The posts the teen 
made came in response 
to others calling his fa-
ther a traitor, she said.

Prime Minister Hun 
Sen has been in power 
for 36 years and has 
often been accused of 
heading an authoritar-
ian regime and using the 
judicial system to help 
stifle opposition.

Phil Robertson, dep-
uty Asia director of Hu-
man Rights Watch, urged 
Australian Foreign Minis-
ter Marise Payne to bring 
up the case and others 
with Cambodian officials 
before she concludes her 
two-day trip to the coun-
try later Monday.

“Penalizing a boy 
with mental disabilities 
because of the activities 
of his father shows just 
how far the human rights 
situation in Cambodia 
has deteriorated,” he said 
in a written statement.

BeRLIN (AP): Germany’s 
coronavirus infection 
rate climbed to its high-
est recorded level yet on 
Monday as what officials 
have called a “pandemic 
of the unvaccinated” 
gathers pace.

The national disease 
control center, the Robert 
Koch Institute, said the 
country has seen 201.1 
new cases per 100,000 
residents over the past 
seven days. That was 
above the previous re-
cord of 197.6 from Dec. 
22 last year. While it’s 
still a lower rate than 
in several other Euro-
pean countries, it has set 
alarm bells ringing.

The seven-day infec-
tion rate has long ceased 
to be the only policy yard-
stick in Germany, with 
new hospital admissions 
now an important factor. 
Those are currently at 
just under 4 per 100,000 
residents over a week — 
compared with a peak of 
about 15.5 last Christmas 
— but officials say hospi-
tals are filling up in badly 
affected areas.

The disease control 
center said Monday that 
15,513 new COVID-19 
cases were reported 
over the past 24 hours 
— down from a record 
37,120 on Friday, but fig-
ures are typically lower 
after the weekend. An-
other 33 deaths were 
recorded, bringing Ger-
many’s total to 96,558.

Germany has strug-
gled to find ways to pep 
up its much-slowed vac-
cination campaign. At 
least 67% of the popula-
tion of 83 million is fully 
vaccinated, according to 
official figures, which au-
thorities say isn’t enough. 
Unlike some other Eu-
ropean countries, it has 
balked at making vac-
cinations mandatory for 
any professional group.

As at many times dur-
ing the pandemic, Ger-
many has a patchwork 

of regional rules. Most 
places restrict access to 
many indoor facilities 
and events to people who 
have been vaccinated, 
have recovered or been 
tested — with the latter 
now being excluded in 
some areas. Those rules 
are often enforced laxly.

Rules on whether 
schoolchildren must 
wear masks in class vary 
from state to state.

Free rapid tests for all 
were scrapped nearly a 
month ago in an effort to 
incentivize more people 
to get vaccinated. There 
are now widespread calls 
for them to be reintro-
duced. And officials now 
advocate booster vacci-
nations for everyone who 
got their initial shots six 
months ago or more.

Germany currently 
has a caretaker national 
government after its 
election in September. 
The parties that are ex-
pected to form the next 
government plan to bring 
legislation to parliament 
this week that would al-
low an “epidemic situa-
tion of national scope,” in 
place since March 2020, 
to expire at the end of 
the month but provide a 
new legal framework for 
coronavirus measures.

There has been criti-
cism of that decision. But 
Katrin Goering-Eckardt, 
the parliamentary leader 
of one of those parties, 
the Greens, told ARD 
television that “we need 
to create measures now 
that can’t be questioned 
by courts.” She argued 
that, with two-thirds of 
residents vaccinated, the 
current rules weren’t le-
gally waterproof.

Schools and other 
facilities can be closed 
if necessary, but “with 
so many people vacci-
nated, we won’t be able 
legally to do a complete 
lockdown for those who 
are vaccinated,” Goering-
Eckardt said.
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EARLY START! The engaged actress, Kristen Stewart looks chic 
in a Chanel outfit and sneakers while leaving NBC studios in New York City. 
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EtCETERA

Aries:
Aries, what you’re craving for is the wild and the un-
known. The sound of the ocean and the sight of a 
lush, untamed forest. Remember, you don’t have to 
wait until the weekend to set off on that one-of-a-kind 
adventure! Spontaneous is the way to go. Those who 
are stuck in the urban jungle are being encouraged 
to turn to holistic forms of therapy such as sound 
healing, Reiki and access bars in order to unwind.
Tip: Holistic therapies are the way to go this week.
Taurus:
It’s not you versus them, Taurus. It never is. It’s 
the two of you versus the problem. So, get on the 
same team and find a way to resolve the given situ-
ation in a peaceful manner. Remember, you can’t 
keep running away from the scene of crime. On the 
other hand, some of you could come to the conclu-
sion that there is no fix for the incompatibility you 
are experiencing at the moment. Be honest with 
yourself and the other. There is no point in forcing a 
connection when your heart simply wants to let go.
Tip: It’s the two of you versus the problem.
Gemini:
Remember when you couldn’t do all the things you 
can now? Remember, when you didn’t have all the 
things you do today? The cards are urging you to 

pause and take a moment to appreciate how far 
you have come. It’s important to look at yourself 
through the eyes of pride every now and then.
Tip: You’re gearing up for yet another breakthrough 
moment, one that will put you on the map for all the 
right reasons.
Cancer:
There are times in our lives when everything looks 
good on paper, yet the nagging feeling in our head 
prevents us from moving forward. Could this be 
true for where you are? Have you considered that 
maybe you aren’t operating from a place of para-
noia? Honour the voice of khitr or your inner guide. 
Trust what is coming through to you from the un-
seen realms. Remember, saying 'no' to what is not 
in alignment means making space for what is.
Tip: Trust what your inner guide is telling you.
Leo:
Change has been stirred up, Leo. But this isn't 
the kind that’s synonymous with chaos or causes 
pandemonium in the lives of those around. It's a 
slow-burning fire of transformation that eliminates 
all that isn’t in alignment with your truth. So, get 
ready for one of your biggest awakenings yet and 
know that your life will never look the same. Step-
ping out of the darkness will blind you temporarily. 

Wade through the discomfort with the inner know-
ing that Spirit has got your back.
Tip: Change has been stirred up, beautiful.
Virgo:
It's easy to put terms and conditions on the people 
in our lives. But true love does not understand 'ifs' 
and 'buts'. True love does not understand the lan-
guage of reason at all. So, release the judgments, 
one by one. Make a conscious effort to honour the 
love and light in every one. The more you bring 
the gift of compassion to the table, the more your 
relationships will transform.
Tip: You’ve got to love with your heart, beautiful.
Libra:
Spirituality and soulfulness are taking centre-stage 
this week, Libra. You are beginning to recognise your 
inherent connection with Spirit. The truth that you are, 
in essence, the Universe in motion. As a result, some 
of you may feel inspired to delve into the divine and 
healing art as well; to share the gift of clairvoyance 
with the collective. Trust what your intuition is telling 
you in every moment. You were sent here for a higher 
purpose.
Tip: It’s time to share your spiritual gifts with the world.
Scorpio:
It’s time to meditate upon the law of karma, Scor-

pio. The principle ‘what you sow, so shall you 
reap’. This holds true for where you are. So, get 
down and dirty with your work, knowing that your 
patience and persistence will yield magnificent re-
sults. This is also a time of honouring your calling 
and realigning with your sacred purpose. Remem-
ber, your job is merely to focus on inner alignment. 
“The how” and “the why” will be taken care of by 
the Universe.
Tip: Get down and dirty with your work.
Sagittarius:
We glorify romantic connections endlessly. In doing 
so, we tend to forget our soul circle. The friends, 
family members, colleagues and neighbours, who 
show up for us consistently, day after day, and 
remind us of our own beauty and grace. Today, 
you’re being encouraged to extend your love and 
support to your tribe and express, through both ac-
tions and words, just how special they are.
Tip: It’s time to extend your love and support to 
your soul circle
Capricorn:
If you had to name this chapter of your life, you 
would call it ‘Dancing with the Void’. You’ve had 
to deal with all kinds of darkness, Capricorn. 
You’ve had to peel away layers of your being 

you didn’t know existed up until now. Trust that 
this process of dying to the old self will prove to 
be rewarding in more ways than one. 
Tip: Think of this as the ultimate metamorphosis.
Aquarius:
The new moon in Scorpio may have passed us by, 
but we’re still reeling from the intensity of it. The 
cards are urging you to change the approach a lit-
tle. To look at every conversation as an opportunity 
for growth and transformation. Instead of running 
away from confrontation, address the issue from a 
neutral space. Trust that your openness will bring 
about a positive shift.
Tip: Address the issue from a neutral space.
Pisces:
Taking a new route is seldom easy. There are so 
many details that need to be figured out. Don't get 
intimidated by the process, though. It's best to start 
with what you know. You'll find a way to learn what 
you need to as you go along. Words of wisdom by 
Alan Watt to help you on the journey you have just 
embarked upon: "The only way to make sense of 
change is to plunge into it, move with it, and join 
the dance."
Tip: It's time to embark upon a new and exciting 
adventure.
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big

Brazilian singer and Latin Grammy 
winner dies in plane crash

For headliner at deadly show, 
chaos part of popular formula

Jazz festival, costume designer 
among arts awards recipients

LOS ANGeLeS (AP): Travis Scott’s high-
energy performances are known for be-
ing chaotic and fun-filled shows with 
concertgoers encouraged to take part 
in a raucous nature involving mosh pits, 
crowd surfing and stage diving. On Fri-
day night, something went wrong.

At least eight people — between the 
ages of 14 and 27 — were killed during 
a crowd surge at the Grammy-nomi-
nated rapper’s Astroworld Festival in 
Houston. A sizable group of the 50,000 
in attendance pushed toward the stage 
at NRG Park as a timer clicked down to 
start the performance before the chaotic 
scene began to ignite.

People in the crowd reported lots 
of pushing and shoving during the per-
formances leading up to Scott’s set — 
which is normal at his shows. He’s often 
encouraged fans to bypass security and 
rush the stage, but none of those previ-
ous situations resulted in fatalities.

“Travis Scott’s whole aesthetic is 
about rebellion,” said HipHopDX editor-
in-chief Trent Clark, who has attended 
several of his performances. “The shows 
have a lot of raging. With the death of 
punk rock, hip-hop has indeed adopted 
and patterned the new generation of 
mosh pits. It’s not uncommon to see a 
lot of crowding and raging or complete 
wild behavior at a Travis Scott show.”

Scott is an eight-time Grammy-nom-
inated rapper who is music’s biggest 
young stars. The Houston-born musi-
cian founded his festival in 2018 on the 
heels of his chart-topping album “Astro-
world,” which was led by the infectious 
song “Sicko Mode.” He also has a 3-year-
old daughter with Kylie Jenner, who an-
nounced in September that she is preg-
nant with their second child.

“Travis Scott is legendary in the hip-
hop community for his beyond high-

energy performances, where he really 
tries to rile up the crowd,” said Noah 
Shachtman, editor-in-chief at Rolling 
Stone. “That makes for some really fun 
shows and made for a couple of scary 
incidents.”

In a tweet posted Saturday, Scott 
said he was “absolutely devastated by 
what took place last night.” He pledged 
to work “together with the Houston 
community to heal and support the fam-
ilies in need.”

No matter where the investigation 
ultimately leads, tragedies like the one 
at the Astroworld Festival have been 
happening for a long time. In 1979, 11 
people died in a scramble to enter a Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, concert by The Who. At 
a soccer stadium in England, a human 
crush in 1989 led to nearly 100 deaths. 
In 2015, a collision of two crowds at the 
hajj pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia caused 
more than 2,400 deaths, based on an 
Associated Press count of media reports 
and officials’ comments.

But with Scott getting into trouble 
before for the two past shows, Shacht-
man thinks the rapper will get a “hard 
second look.”

In 2017, Scott was arrested after he 
encouraged fans to bypass security and 
rush the stage, leaving a security guard, a 
police officer and several others injured 
during a concert in Arkansas. In a sepa-
rate incident, he was sentenced to one 
year of court supervision after pleading 
guilty to reckless conduct charges stem-
ming from a 2015 incident in Chicago at 
the Lollapalooza music festival.

At the time, Chicago officials said 
Scott encouraged fans to vault security 
barricades. However, no one was in-
jured.

“In terms of energy, he wants the 
energy he’s giving out on stage to be re-

ciprocated from the audience, almost in 
defiance,” said Julian Kimble, who wrote 
a concert review on Scott’s 2018 Astro-
world performance for the Washington 
Post. He called the rapper one of the 
most electrifying performers he’s seen.

“I’ve seen him tell people like ‘Don’t 
listen to security. Forget security. This is 
for y’all. This is for the fans,’” he contin-
ued. “With regards to last night, that’s 
an example of how things can go wrong. 
There’s a lot of negligence across the 
board. I don’t think there’s one bad guy 
or culprit. It’s a sweeping structural fail-
ure with what happened.”

Shachtman said he hopes the trag-
edy will help tweak Scott’s approach 
toward his show. He enjoys the rap-
per’s performances but wants a safer 
atmosphere where people can still have 
fun — especially for those eager to find 
some enjoyment at live shows during 
the pandemic.

“I would expect that they’ll be in-
creased measures to make sure concert-
goers can have a great time, but do so 
without getting killed,” said Shachtman, 
who grew up on New York hardcore 
punk rock music. He said that he’s no 
stranger to mosh pits, but he adds that 
“there’s a big difference between a mosh 
pit, even a giant one, and a life-threating 
situation.”

Scott is a scheduled headliner for the 
Day N Vegas Festival next weekend. But 
any performance involving Scott could 
come under some scrutiny for crowd 
control measures and other safety con-
cerns.

“Concert promoters pay hundreds of 
thousands of dollars for security at both 
private and public (events),” Shachtman 
said. “That’s got to be deployed prop-
erly. Or else, we’re going to see another 
one of these incidents.”

SAO PAuLO (AP): MaríliaMendonça, 
one of Brazil’s most popular singers and 
a Latin Grammy winner, died Friday in 
an airplane crash on her way to a con-
cert. She was 26.

Mendonça’s press of-
fice confirmed her death in 
a statement, and said four 
other passengers on the flight 
also perished. Their plane 
crashed between Mendonça’s 
hometown Goiania and Carat-
inga, a small city in Minas 
Gerais state located north of 
Rio de Janeiro.

Minas Gerais state’s civil 
police also confirmed Men-
donça’s death, without pro-
viding details about the cause 
of the accident, which oc-
curred shortly before arrival. 
Photographs and videos show 
the plane laying just beneath 
a waterfall; Mendonça had 
posted a video this afternoon 
showing her walking toward 
the plane, guitar case in hand.

The rising star performed country 
music, in Brazil called sertanejo. She 
was known for tackling feminist issues 
in her songs, such as denouncing men 
who control their partners, and calling 
for female empowerment.

On Friday evening, the news trig-
gered an outpouring of sadness on so-

cial media from all corners of Brazil, in-
cluding fans, politicians, musicians and 
soccer players. Her Instagram account 
has 38 million followers.

“I refuse to believe, I just refuse,” 
Brazil soccer star Neymar, who is a 
friend of Mendonça’s, said on Twitter af-
ter the news broke. Brazil’s government 
also offered its condolences.

Brazilian President JairBolsonaro 
also used social media to mourn the 
passing “of one of the greatest artists of 
her generation.” “The entire country re-

ceives the news in shock,” he said.
Her album “EmTodosos Cantos” won 

her the 2019 Latin Grammy for best ser-
tanejo album. She was nominated for 

the same award this year for “Patroas.”
Mendonça was also famous for her 

romantic songs, often expressing the 
loss of loved ones.

“You always make me cry, you’re 
unique and eternal,” said fan Michelle 
Wisla on Twitter.

Mendonça leaves behind a son, who 
will turn 2 years old next month.

JACKSON, Miss. (AP): A university jazz festi-
val, a costume designer, producer and a gos-
pel group will be among the recipients of the 
Mississippi Arts Commission’s annual gover-
nor’s art awards early next year.

The governor’s arts awards are 
presented annually to people and 
organizations in Mississippi who are 
doing outstanding artistic work and 
promoting arts-based community 
development. “These recipients 
have had incredible, storied careers 
in the arts and have made lasting 
impacts in their fields and in the 
state,” Sarah Story, executive director 
of the Mississippi Arts Commission, 
said in a press release.

The more than four-decades-old 
Alcorn State University Jazz Festival in Vicks-
burg will be honored with the “Arts in Com-
munity” award. The festival is always free of 
charge and open to the public and aims to 
educate attendees through workshops with 
the performing artists.

Myrna Colley-Lee, a prominent costume 
designer of the Black Theatre Movement 
from Charleston, will receive the “Excellence 
in Costume Design & Arts Patron” award.

Larry Gordon, a Belzoni native and the 
producer behind the Oscar-nominated drama 

“Field of Dreams” and the landmark action 
film “Die Hard,” will be honored with a “Life-
time Achievement in Motion Pictures & Tele-
vision” award.

Holly Lange, founder of the Mississippi 
Book Festival, will receive the “Governor’s 
Choice Award.”

Mary Lovelace O’Neal, a contemporary 
abstract artist and arts educator exploring 
personal stories and social justice themes 
through mixed media, painting and printmak-
ing, will receive the “Excellence in Visual Art” 
award. O’Neal is a Jackson native.

The Grammy-nominated gospel group 
The Williams Brothers will receive a “Lifetime 
Achievement in Music” award. 


