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Child and Women empowerment 
centres established at 

Lungchok-Kamery GPU

SUMMIT REPORT
Namchi, 11 Feb:

A Child Empowerment Centre and 
a Women’s Empowerment Centre 

were established at the Lungchok-
Kamery Gram Panchayat bhawan 
today under Melli Block Administrative 
Centre, South Sikkim. 

The centers were inaugurated by 
District Collector [South], M Bharani 
Kumar. 

Addressing the gathering, Mr 
Kumar congratulated the Gram 
Panchayat president and all members 
for this innovative idea. 

Child and Women’s empowerment 
comes under the 29 subjects devolved 
to Panchayati Raj Institutions by. 

The women’s empowerment centre 
at Lungchok Kamery is a first of its kind 
in the district. 

The DC, it is informed, appreciated 
the judicious utilization of funds, 
clear record-keeping and proper 
documentation at the GPU and 
assured to extend all required support 
to the GPU. 

He also handed over toys and 
other playing materials for the Child 
Empowerment Centre today.

During the programme Lungchok-
Kamery Panchayat President, Deoraj 
Rai, highlighted the various initiatives 
taken by the GPU and thanked the State 
Institute of Rural Development and 
Panchayati Raj for providing training to 
the Panchayat members. 

“We dreamed to make our GPU Child 
and women-empowered right from our 
early days as Panchayat members. SIRD 
brought us the opportunities to prepare 
the vision documents and today we 
are able to translate it to reality. I am 
so happy and proud to dedicate these 
centers to the people of this locality,” he 
said in his address. 

He further shared future plans to 
develop the area as a model GPU.

The Bal Panchayat president, 
Priyanka Rai, Women’s Empowerment 
Group president, Nar Maya Gurung, 
District Child Protection Officer, 
Rosnila Gurung, South, BDO, Sumbuk 
also addressed the gathering.

SAATHI organizes community outreach 
program against substance abuse at Kolbong

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 11 Feb:

Sikkim Against 
Addiction Towards 

Healthy India (SAATHI 
2.0) supported by Titan 
Co Ltd successfully 
organized a Community 
Outreach program at 
Kolbong Ward, Namthang 
Maneydara GPU today, a 
press release informs. 

Thirty participants 
from various self-help 
groups of Kolbong ward 
participated in this 
awareness program.

The aim of the 

outreach was to 
sensitize the local 
communities regarding 
the harmful effects of 
substance abuse and 
role of community and 
parents in controlling 
the menace caused by it. 
Resource person, Roshni 
Chettri highlighted that 
substance abuse is a 
disease like any other 
disease. She emphasized 
on the importance of the 
role of the community 
and family, without 
which 100% recovery 
is not possible. She 

also briefed about the 
signs of identifying the 
behavior of substance 
use disorder.

Lastly, the panchayat 
member emphasized on 
the importance and need 
for this kind of awareness 
program for the people 
of his ward as substance 
abuse has become a huge 
problem in the younger 
generation. He said that 
the community has a great 
responsibility to save our 
younger generation from 
the danger of substance 
abuse.

Domestic flight ticket prices to go up 
as Centre raises cap by up to 30%

New Delhi, 11 Feb 
[PTI]: Passengers will 
have to spend more 
money for air travel from 
now as the Civil Aviation 
Ministry on Thursday 
increased the lower and 
upper limits on domestic 
airfares by 10 to 30 per 
cent.

These new limits 
would remain "in force 
up to March 31, 2021, or 
until further orders", the 
ministry said in its order 
on Thursday.

While announcing the 
resumption of scheduled 
domestic flights on May 
21 last year, the ministry 
had placed limits on 
airfares through seven 
bands classified on the 
basis of flight duration.

The first such band 
consists of flights that 
are of less than 40 
minutes duration. The 
lower limit for the first 
band was increased on 
Thursday from ₹ 2,000 to 
₹ 2,200. The upper limit 
in this band was set at ₹ 
7,800, which was ₹ 6,000 
earlier.

The subsequent 
bands are for flights 
with durations of 40-60 
minutes, 60-90 minutes, 
90-120 minutes, 120-
150 minutes, 150-180 
minutes and 180-210 
minutes.

The fresh lower 
and upper limits set by 
the ministry for these 
bands on Thursday 
were: ₹ 2,800 - ₹ 9,800, 
₹ 3,300 - ₹ 11,700, ₹ 
3,900 - ₹ 13,000, ₹ 5,000 
- ₹ 16,900, ₹ 6,100 - ₹ 
20,400 and ₹ 7,200 - ₹ 
24,200, respectively.

Till date, the lower 
and upper limits for these 
bands were: ₹ 2,500 - ₹ 
7,500, ₹ 3,000 - ₹ 9,000, 
₹ 3,500 - ₹ 10,000, ₹ 
4,500 - ₹ 13,000, ₹ 5,500 
- ₹ 15,700 and ₹ 6,500 - ₹ 

18,600, respectively.
Aviation regulator 

Directorate General of 
Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
had said on May 21 last 
year that each airline 
would sell at least 40 per 
cent of its tickets on a 
flight at prices less than 
the midpoint between 
the lower limit and upper 
limit.

Domestic passenger 
services resumed on 
May 25 last year after 
nearly two months of 
suspension to combat the 
coronavirus outbreak.

Along with the 
limits on airfares, the 
government had asked 
the airlines to operate 
not more than 33 per 
cent of their pre-COVID 
domestic flights. On June 
26, the cap was increased 
to 45 per cent. This was 
gradually increased to 80 
per cent. The ministry 
said on Thursday that 
the 80 per cent limit 
would remain in place till 
March-end.

The aviation sector 
has been significantly 
impacted due to the 
travel restrictions 
imposed in India and 
other countries in view 
of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

All Indian carriers last 
year took cost-cutting 
measures such as pay 
cuts, leave without pay 
and firing of employees 
in order to conserve cash.

S c h e d u l e d 
international passenger 
traffic continues to 
remain suspended 
in India since March 
23, 2020 due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
However, special 
international flights have 
been operating since July 
2020 under air bubble 
arrangements formed 
with various countries.

Nepal bans 3 Indian climbers for 6 years 
for fake Everest summit claim: Report

Kathmandu, 11 Feb 
[PTI]: Nepal has banned 
two Indian climbers 
and their team leader 
from carrying out 
any mountaineering 
expeditions in the 
country for six years 
after a probe found 
that they faked their Mt 
Everest summit in 2016, 
according to a media 
report on Thursday.

Indian nationals 
Narender Singh Yadav 
and Seema Rani Goswami 
received expedition 
certificates during the 
spring season of 2016 
without successfully 
climbing the world's 
highest mountain, 
the Himalayan Times 
reported, quoting a 
spokesperson of the 
Ministry of Culture, 
Tourism and Civil 
Aviation.

Both the climbers had 
received the certificates 
of climbing the 8,848.86 
m (29,032 ft) mountain 
by submitting false 
details to the Department 
of Tourism. Their 
certificates have been 
revoked, the ministry 
said

After receiving a 
complaint about the fake 
ascent, the ministry had 
formed a committee to 
investigate the matter.

"The investigation 
has confirmed that 
both of them had 

obtained certificates 
by giving false details," 
the spokesperson was 
quoted as saying by the 
daily.

They have been 
banned from ascending 
any mountain in Nepal 
for six years. The ban will 
be effective starting May 
20, 2016, it said.

Their Indian team 

leader Naba Kumar 
Phukon, who led the 
expedition, has also been 
banned for six years 
starting May 20, 2016.

The government has 
also imposed a fine of 
₹ 50,000 on the Seven 
Summit Treks Pvt Ltd, the 
agency which organised 
the expedition for the 
Indian nationals.

Code-of-Ethics in govt's draft 
rules to regulate social media

New Delhi, 11 Feb 
[NDTV]: In the middle 
of a huge row with 
Twitter, which has 
snubbed an order to 
block some accounts, the 
government has readied 
draft rules to regulate all 
social media, streaming 
or OTT (Over The Top) 
platforms and news-
related websites. The rules 
revolve around a self-
regulatory mechanism 
that will include a code 
of ethics and regular 
compliance reports.

The rules talk 
about a need for a chief 
compliance officer who 
will respond on a 24x7 
basis to any complaint 
from law enforcement 
agencies and submit 
regular reports on 
compliance.

There will be a 
grievance redressal 
mechanism portal and 

an oversight mechanism, 
sources say.

A Secretary-rank 
officer will have the 
powers to take action in 
case of an emergency and 
place it before committee 
within 48 hours.

A government 
note says while the 
emerging significance of 
social media platforms 
and various forms 
of digital media had 
created the need for a 
legal framework that 
fosters "freedom with 
accountability", it had 
to be a "light touch 
framework" to ensure 
effective compliance 
with applicable laws.

The new rules 
emerged on a day Union 
technology minister 
Ravi Shankar Prasad 
warned social media 
sites of tough action if 
they did not abide by 

the country's rules. "You 
will have to follow the 
Constitution of India, 
you will have to abide 
by the laws of India," 
the minister said, calling 
out Twitter, Facebook, 
LinkedIn and WhatsApp 
by name.

The government told 
off Twitter on Wednesday 
for not complying 
with its order to take 
down accounts that it 
alleges are spreading 
misinformation about the 
farmers' protests against 
new agricultural laws. 
Twitter said in a public 
blog post that it had 
not fully complied with 
the government's order 
because it believed some 
of the blocking orders 
were not consistent 
with Indian law. It said it 
would not block accounts 
of journalists, activists, 
and politicians.

Daily cases remain low in Sikkim, 
only two more Covid cases reported

SAGAR CHETTRI
Gangtok, 11 Feb: 

After two days of no new 
cases, Sikkim recorded two 

new cases of Novel Coronavirus 
infections in the past 24 hours, 
taking the State’s count of active 
cases of Covid-19 to 62.

This fall in numbers is a 
reassuring sign, coming as it 
does coupled with vaccination 
progressing on a smart clip and 
the inoculation now including 
frontline workers as well.

The number of daily 
infections in Sikkim has stayed 
in single-digits since 20 January 
and the average had dropped 

below-20 on 29 December 
since when infections have 
consistently fallen.

The State, it can be argued, 
has turned the curve on Covid 
infections and the number of 
active cases, which has now 
dropped to 62, had slipped into 
double-digits on 29 January, 
when this number had come 
down to 97 after some months 
in the high hundreds.

As for the two new cases 
confirmed today, both are from 
Chaya Turning, Aho Yangtam 
in East District.  With this, the 
number of confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 in Sikkim has 

inched up to 6,113, of whom, 
5,820 people have already 
been discharged from isolation 
facilities in the State.

The State, meanwhile, has 
also lost a total of 135 lives of 
Covid, the last death due to the 
virus reported on 01 Feb.

In his daily health bulletin on 
Thursday, Health Department 
State IEC Officer, Sonam 
Gyaltsen Bhutia informed that 
the two new cases were picked 
up from the testing of 170 
samples yesterday. 

Both the cases were detected 
in rapid antigen testing of 26 
samples, while 123 samples 

screened by RT-PCR and 21 
through TrueNat returned 
negative for COVID-19.

In the vaccination front, 
508 more heath and frontline 
workers received their 
CovidShield shots on Thursday. 

While giving the break-up of 
today’s vaccination, Mr Bhutia 
informed that 374 persons were 
vaccinated in East District - 55 at 
Central Referral Hospital, 67 at 
STNM Hospital, 100 at the Urban 
PHC, 88 at Rangpo PHC and 64 at 
Singtam District Hospital. 

Similarly, 134 more were 
vaccinated at Mangan District 
Hospital in North District.
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In politics words no longer mean what we think 
VIEWPOINT

JIWAN RAI

For batsmen, the bat does the talking. For bowlers, 
the ball does the talking. For a poet, the pen 

does the talking. But politics is one game where the 
mouth and the mouth alone does the talking. Every 
politician, no matter how inarticulate he may be, 
loves to hear his own voice - much like film stars 
admiring their own looks. In this time of media boom, 
we are inescapably bombarded with the images and 
sound bites of these two narcissistic breeds, minute 
by minute. We, the lay people, are supposed to 
admire their speeches and looks and consequently 
applaud. I personally love great speeches, but 
unfortunately, at this time and age, great speeches 
are extremely few and far between. All we hear is 
low level, unintellectual, non-thought provoking 
rhetoric. What makes present day political speeches 
and statements even uglier is the fact that they are 
laced with hackneyed words and phrases which 
have lost their true implication and significance. Let 
me enumerate two of them.

ANTINATIONAL: No longer does this awfully 
terrible word sound awful. More and more, 
politicians are parroting this word, rendering it 
dull and insignificant. Antinational has become 
anyone who the government thinks is too vocal to 
be silenced. 

When politicians use this term, they are simply 
displaying their utter intolerance for dissent and 
criticism. The flip side to this is that they are 
sanctimoniously claiming to be special patriots. 
But what they are hopelessly ignorant of is the fact 
that they are also underestimating the implication 
of what they are saying. Borrowing a phrase from 
Hannah Arendt, I would go so far as to say that 
they are making this awfully evil word “terrifyingly 

normal”. In contemporary India, tens of thousands 
of people who have been tagged ‘antinational’ are 
walking scot-free. The fear and severity that were 
associated with this term have been done away with 
due to its casual overuse. What is more worrisome 
is that politicians seem unconcerned about the fact 
that overplaying the nationalism card is backfiring 
big time. There is no cheaper way to belittle the 
significance of patriotism. This is no better than 
ruffians in the streets calling one another names. 

PROMISE: If ‘promise’ was a food that caused 
diabetes, every politician would be critically diabetic 
within the very first year of their career. On reflection, 
people who have an ‘open sesame’ mentality and 
dream about magical prosperity do not deserve 
any other kind of politics. When politicians come 
to them grinning from ear to ear, with folded hands 
and tall promises, people pay obeisance as though 
they have met a god who will take away all their 
miseries and fill their lives with every blessing that 
there is. Political rallies reverberate with the sound 
of clapping every time unashamed leaders make 
promises. 

The News laundry has actually counted the 
number of words used in the election manifestoes 
of India’s national political parties. The Congress 
party, in its 2019 election manifesto used the word 
“will” 581 times and “promise” 204 times. The BJP 
in its 2004 election manifesto used the word “will” 
616 times and in the 2009 election the word “will” 
remain the most used word. The word “promise” 
comes in more subtle forms like development, jobs, 
prosperity, education and so on. 

Thankfully for politicians, people are not too 
keen on a fair evaluation. Plucky members of the 
media that are willing to pepper leaders with thorny 

questions are extremely rare. In the end, the report 
cards of politicians are self-made where the remarks 
read simply thus: “Congratulations to me. The 
unachieved promises were mere jumla. We will do 
better next time”.

The reason I chose the twin words “antinational” 
and “promise” are simple. The overuse of the term 
‘antinational’ is downplaying deeper and profounder 
sense of nationalism. Overplaying “promise” card 
is making ‘lies’ normal thereby dumping public 
aspiration in the garbage bin unconcernedly.

There are plenty of such words which have lost 
their true meaning due to excessive use. Apart from 
the overuse of these words, another worrying trend 
in global politics is politicians bad-mouthing and 
using profanity in public. Things like “worse than 
eunuchs”, Maut ki saudagar” and “termites” coming 
from the mouths of India’s top politicians are 
shameful. The GovPredict, an American public affair 
research firm writes that curse words (obscenity) 
used by law makers in the USA rose from 1,571 in 
2017 to 2,409 in November 2018. India has not yet 
started counting these words. However, the surge 
in filthy language in Indian politics is a fact that no 
one can deny. The Firstpost reports that most of 
the profane words used by Indian politicians are 
tossed at individuals. That is telling. That shows the 
level of our leaders’ thinking. I cannot help quoting 
Anna Eleanor Roosevelt, an American political 
figure’s, famous line, “Great minds discuss ideas, 
average minds discuss events, small minds discuss 
people”. Is it hard to figure out which category most 
of our politicians belong to? As I close this article, I 
have numerous pictures before me of some of our 
politicians beaming in front of cameras even as they 
bad mouth their opponents.

Block level badminton 
tourney held at Duga

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 11 Feb:

Block level badminton 
tournament was 

organised by Dynamic 
Sporting Club Duga and 
Sports and Youth Affairs 
Department on 10 Feb, a 
press release informs.

The tournament had 
SKM CLC president, Hari 
Dangal as the chief guest. 
The tournament began 
with the opening match 
between BDO Indra 

Bdr Chettri and CLC 
president, Hari Dangal.

The tournament was 
held in the categories of 
Under 17 boys singles, 
Under 17 girls singles, 
Men's doubles, Men's 
singles, Women's singles, 
Veterans singles 40+ and 
Veterans doubles 40+.

Diwash Khanal from 
CPBA-Central Pendam 
Badminton Association 
was awarded the Best 
Player trophy.

National Road Safety Month 
observed at Namchi 

BIKASH CHETTRI
Namchi, 11 Feb:

An awareness 
program on National 

Road Safety Month 2021 
under the Ministry of 
Transport, Government 
of India, was organized 
in Namchi Central 
Park by the Motor 
Vehicles Division of 
Namchi, South Sikkim, 
Transport Department, 
Government of Sikkim 
today. 

The chief guest of the 
program was SKM area 
in-charge of Namchi-
Singithang, Ganesh Rai.

The program was 
attended by students 
of Namchi Government 
College from BCom III 
semester and Nepali 
honors students V 
semester, traffic police 
representatives, local 
taxi drivers, mainline 
taxi drivers and truck 
drivers of Namchi and 
the designated officials 
of Motor Vehicle 
Division of Namchi and 
the representatives of 
private driving training 
institutions of Namchi. 

The Nodal Officer of 
Road Safety Month 2021 
Sikkim State, KS Gurung 
while addressing the 
gathering spoke on the 
rules and regulations 
and Motor Vehicle Act 
of India. While stating 
that the event today is 
the fifth program this 
year under Road Safety 
Month, he mentioned 
that previous such 
programs have yielded 
good results but there is 

still need for more action.
He highlighted 

the importance for 
third party insurance; 
punishment for duplicate 
documents and illegal 
road permits; no 
interrogation of good 
samaritans who help 
out accident victims; 
insurance policies made 
by state government 
through the State Bank 
of Sikkim; and hike in 
taxi fares to be made 
this year if drivers 
associations approach 
the department. 

The police 
representative speaker 
from traffic cell 
Namchi, Tulsi Gurung 
in his short speech 
interacted with the 
college students in 
view of recent traffic 
cases, especially for 
two wheelers. He also 
talked about 4 traffic 
points of Namchi and 
correct usage of the car 
indicator at these points. 

The chief guest, SKM 
Namchi-Singithang area 
in-charge, Ganesh Rai 
shared his experiences 
regarding traffic control 
in Namchi. 

"While the public 
must be aware during 
zebra crossing, it is 
mostly the drivers who 
speed up their vehicles 
and do not slow down 
their car in such areas. 
The police must work on 
it," he said. 

Best mainline taxi 
driver, best local taxi 
driver and best driver 
from the truck drivers 

association of Namchi 
were felicitated on the 
day. 

The sitting panchayat 
of one of the wards near 
Namchi and the only 
female local taxi driver In 
Namchi, Damber Kumari 
Rai was welcomed to the 
association during the 
program.

The special guests in 
the program were ADC 
Development, Satyen 
Pradhan, ADC Zilla, CP 
Rai, Namchi Municipal 
Council MEO, Lakpa 
Sherpa, and professor 
of Namchi Government 
College, Saran Chettri 
and Namchi Traffic 
police representative 
speaker for the event, 
Tulsi Gurung. 

SKM Jan Samwad team reaches Namcheybong
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 11 Feb: 

In continuation of the 
state-wide Jan Samwad, 

a team of Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha party 
reached Namcheybong 
constituency on the 
eighth day of the tour on 
Thursday. 

The team led by 
senior vice-president 
and Political Advisor to 
the CM, Tek Nath Dhakal 
and general secretary, 
Boom Tshering Yonzon 
interacted with the 
people at Changey-Senti 
under Namcheybong 
constituency, a press 
release informs.

An SKM press 
release informs that 
during the interaction 
programme, the team 
discussed various issues, 
grievances and demands 
of the people of the area. 
In his address, the SKM 

senior vice-president 
mentioned that the CM 
has directed the team 
to note down issues, 
grievances and demands 
of the people to place to 
the government. 

He stated that the 
CM is always concerned 
about people in the 
rural parts and has 
been working in their 
interest. 

Mr Dhakal further 
mentioned that the 
SKM government 
has been working to 
correct the mistakes and 

carelessness of the SDF 
government to rebuild 
the State. He further 
accused the previous 
government of playing 
politics in the name of 
community and religion 
to divide the people. 

On the same, he added 
that CM, PS Tamang has 
been working to bring 
all communities together 
in harmony and took a 
historic step by adopting 
a resolution to provide 
tribal status to left out 
communities in the State 
Assembly on 11 January. 

Left-out communities deserve ST status on basis of 
Tripartite Agreement and Art 371F, not Art 332: SDF
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 11 Feb: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front has asserted 

that the 12 leftout 
communities of Sikkim 
have a right to Scheduled 
Tribes status based on 
the Tripartite Agreement 
of 1973 and Article 
371F of the Indian 
Constitution. 

On the same, the party 
has questioned Sikkim’s 
Lok Sabha MP’s move 
to place the demand 
seeking tribal status for 
left-out communities on 

the basis of Article 332 of 
the Constitution. 

The party has further 
questioned why Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha and 
its government in Sikkim 
have not interacted with 
the people on this issue.

An SDF press release 
issued by the party’s 
general secretary, 
Krishna Kharel, also 
alleges that the state 
government is trying 
to fool the people by 
passing a resolution in 
the Legislative Assembly 
close to the Bengal 

elections without any 
documentation to back 
the argument. 

SDF goes on 
to contend that 
the preservation, 
conservation and 
development of 
languages, literature, 
culture and traditions of 
all communities were to 
make the communities 
united and confident. 
However, SKM has always 
protested this issue and 
SDF strongly condemns 
this attitude, the release 
states.

GJM (Binoy faction) asks MP to step down
SMRITA KHAWAS
Darjeeling, 11 Feb:

Gorkha Janmukti 
Morcha (Binoy 

faction) has said that 
Darjeeling MP, Raju 
Bista should resign 
from his post since 
his party [BJP] has not 
been able to fulfil the 
commitments it has 
made.

Addressing a 
press conference 
in Darjeeling today, 
Spokesperson of GJM 
(Binoy faction), Keshav 
Raj Pokhrel said, “First 
of all we would like to 
thank the West Bengal 
Government for the 
advertisement on the 
recommendations made 
by the West Bengal 

Government to the 
Central Government 
for tribal status to 11 
communities of the hills.”

He said that now is 
the right time for Raju 
Bista to resign from his 
post because his party 
is trying to escape the 
commitment it made 
and has forgotten 
the promise made by 
the Prime Minister in 
2016. 

Even BJP Hill 

representative, Bhaskar 
Dey has made it clear 
that their party cannot 
do anything before 2021, 
he added.

“And because of 
this we feel our Gorkha 
community will never 
get justice from the BJP 
government and we 
again appeal to all the 
political parties who 
were supporting the BJP 
government and asking 
public to cast vote for BJP 
to analyse everything and 
make the right decision 
by breaking the alliance 
with BJP or else public 
will never forgive you,” 
said Mr Pokhrel. 

He also urged CPRM 
leader, RB Rai to make 
his stand clear.

Tangzi Bikmat GPU conducts 
month-long computer training 

SUMMIT REPORT
Namthang, 11 Feb:

Tangzi Bikmat Gram 
Panchayat Unit 

concluded month-
long training on basic 
computer training and 
making decorative items 
from plastic waste for 
SHGs and local women of 
Tangzi Bikmat GPU. The 
training had started on 
07 Jan, 2021. 

In the valedictory 
programme, Assistant 
Director (PR), BAC 
Namthang, Mahindra 

Timsina, was present as 
the chief guest who was 
also accompanied by 
APM SRLM Namthang 
BAC, Balaram Sharma 
along with Panchayat 
President, Arjun Kr Rai 
and all the Panchayats 
of GPU along with VAA, 
Arjun Rai with all the 
staff of GPK. 

The instructor for 
computer training was 
Sudip Rai (MCA), and 
Prerna Basnet and 
Renuka Chettri for 
decorative items. 

Leprosy Awareness Campaign 
at Borong Phamtam

SUMMIT REPORT
Ravangla, 11 Feb:

Sparsh Leprosy 
Awareness Campaign 

programme was 
conducted at Borong 
Phamtam GPU, South 
Sikkim, today. The 
programme was 
organized by the 
Borong Phamtam 
Village Health Sanitation 
and Nutrition Committee 
(VHSNC). 

Medical Officer In-

charge, Ravangla PHC, Dr 
Pallavi Pariyar, was the 
main resource person 
accompanied by Multi-
Purpose Health Workers 
(MPHW), Polok PHSC, 
Sonam Yongda Bhutia 
and Phamtam PHSC, 
Jitlall Gurung as resource 
persons. 

During the 
programme, the resource 
persons talked about 
leprosy, its symptoms 
and treatment. 
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RUCHI DIAGNOSTIC CLINIC
Behind telephone Exchange Near Old STNM Hospital. Gangtok

PH: 03592-203333, 204876, 8509373970
EXISTING FACILITIES:
ULTRASOUND
DIGITAL X-RAY
ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY
COLOR DOPPLER
PATHOLOGY
MICROBIOLOGY
BIOCHEMISTRY
ENDOSCOPY
B M D
E C G
DENTAL O P G
GASTRO CLINIC
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC
MEDICAL CLINIC
ORTHO CLINIC
E N T CLINIC
GYNEA CLINIC
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SPECIALISED TESTS
BLOOD COLLECTION CENTRES 
AT :
	 Sushruta Medical, 
 Ranipool.    
 

 Arihant Medical, Opp.
 CRH gate, 5th Mile.

COMPLETE E N T FACILITIES 
UNDER ONE ROOF

ENT O P D Monday to Friday
10.00 am to 2.30 pm

1.ENT OPD CLINIC
2.ENT ENDOSCOPIES
3.MICROSCOPIC PROCEDURES
4.MINOR O T PROCEDURES
5.VERTIGO MANAGEMENT
6.AUDIOMETRY, TYMPANOME-
TRY AND HEARING AIDS. 

CONSULTANT ENT SURGEON
DR. ONGDEN GYATSO, MS (AIIMS)

GASTRO CLINIC & O P D
8.00 am to 9.00 am

MEDICAL CLINIC & O P D
9.30 am

ORTHO AND GYNEA 
CLINICS & O P D

3.00 pm
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC & O P D

8.00 am And 6.00 pm
VACCINATION CLINIC

Orchid training for 
farmers of Basilakha 

Education Dept team visits Lingtam school

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 11 Feb:

A team of officials 
from Education 

Department comprising 

of Director/SE, H 
Gyaltsen Bhutia, Joint 
Director/SE, CK Imbaraj 
and Assistant Director/
Regu BAC visited 

Government Secondary 
School Lingtam as part 
of the ongoing tour of 
different schools in 
Sikkim.

Gangtok, 11 Feb (PIB):
Three days training 
programme on “Basics 
of Orchid Cultivation” 
under SCSP and TSP was 
organized at ICAR NRC 
for Orchids, Pakyong. 
The training programme 
was inaugurated on 08 
Feb, 2021 by Director 
(Acting), Dr Rampal. 

Orchids are 
specialty flower crop 
and growing of them 
successfully requires 
proper understanding 
of agroclimatic 
requirements, growth 
pattern, and knowledge 
about growing medium, 
nutrient and pest 
management and 
mastery in post-harvest 
management and value 
addition of cut flowers to 
realize maximum profit. 

The training 

programme aimed 
to arm the budding 
orchid growers with 
theoretical as well 
practical knowledge 
on growing of orchids. 
Lectures as well 
as demonstrations 
on agro climatic 
requirements, growth 
stages of orchids, 
designing of low-cost 
polyhouses, potting 
media preparation, 
p o t t i n g / r e p o t t i n g , 
nutrient and disease 

management, post-
harvest handling and 
value addition were 
covered in the training 
programme by Scientists 
of ICAR-NRCO. Ten 
trainees from Basilakha, 
Namcheybong attended 
the training programme. 
The valedictory session 
on 10 Feb, 2021 was 
presided over by 
Principal Scientist 
(Horti), Dr LC De and all 
the staff of ICAR-NRCO 
attended the programme.

Lingi Payong School ends 
session with result distribution 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 11 Feb:

Lingi Payong Secondary 
School declared and 

distributed the results 
of Class PP to VIII on 
Thursday. The result 
distribution programme 
was attended by 
students, teachers and 
parents of the students. 

The top three 
students from Class I 
to VIII were also given 
certificates and books 
as prize for their overall 
excellence in academics. 
The assessment of the 
students was done on 
the basis of online/virtual 
learning, home schooling 
and year end exam held from 
01 Feb, 2021. 

On the occasion, the 
school also presented The 
Most Responsive Online 
Learner Award to 46 students 
from Class IV to X based on 
the response/eagerness 
of the students in online/
virtual classes conducted 
during the lockdown 
caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic in 2020. The 
subject teachers handed 
over the certificates to 
the students in their 
respective subjects.

The school’s 

headmaster briefed the 
gathering about the 
objective behind the 
award. He also informed 
the guardians about 
various hardships faced by 
the school and students in 
teaching learning during 
the lockdown and thanked 
them for their support in 
helping the school to reach 
out to the students and 
impart timely instructions 
for learning. 

It is to be noted that 
the school year for the 
academic session 2020 
has been extended till 
13 Feb, 2021 owing 
to the loss of working 
days caused due to the 
lockdown in the wake of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The school will reopen 
on 15 Feb, 2021 for the 
academic session 2021.

MICHELLE GRACE LEPCHA 
(14th April, 2000- 11th February, 2021)

D/o Mr. Pempa Tshering Lepcha and Mrs. Sonamit Lepcha 

We are very saddened to hear of the tragic and untimely death of 
our beloved ex-student, Michelle Grace Lepcha (2016 Batch). We 
would like to convey our deepest condolences to the family and 
friends. May God bless the departed soul and provide courage to 
the bereaved family to bear this irreplaceable loss. 

Manjusri Public School, Country 
Campus, Temi-Tarku, South Sikkim

1,374 vacant posts in CBI: Govt
New Delhi, Feb 11 
(PTI): As many as 1,374 
posts were vacant in 
the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) as 
on December 31, 2020, 
Parliament was informed 
on Thursday.

Of the sanctioned 
strength of 7,273 posts, 
5,899 were filled, 
according to a written 
reply to a question in the 
Rajya Sabha by Minister 
of State for Personnel 
Jitendra Singh.

Of the 5,000 posts of 

executive ranks, 4,171 
were filled. There was 
an actual strength of 
284 and 66 against the 
sanctioned strength of 
370 and 162 for the legal 
and ministerial ranks 
respectively, the reply 
said.

Of the 1,671 posts of 
ministerial ranks, 1,353 
were filled. There were 
25 canteen staff working 
with the probe agency 
against their sanctioned 
strength of 70, it added.

"Time to time, 

proactive efforts are 
made to ensure filling 
up of the vacancies at 
all ranks expeditiously," 
Singh said.

Mizoram reports 2 
new COVID-19 cases

Aizawl, Feb 11 (PTI): 
Two more persons 
tested positive for 
COVID-19 in Mizoram, 
taking the state's tally 
to 4,390, an official 
said on Thursday.

The two fresh cases 
were reported from 
the Lawngtlai district, 
he said.

One of the patients 
has symptoms of 
COVID-19, while the 
other is asymptomatic, 

the official said.
Mizoram at present 

has 22 active cases, 
while 4,359 people 
have recovered from 
the virus so far.

The COVID-19 
death toll in the state 
is nine.

A l t o g e t h e r , 
2,18,043 samples 
have been tested for 
COVID-19 till date, 
including 601 on 
Wednesday.

Global meet on gender equality 
gets underway in Kerala

Kozhikode, Feb 11 
(PTI): The International 
Conference on Gender 
Equality (ICGE)got 
underway here on 
Thursday with Kerala 
Social Justice and Women 
and Child Development 
Minister KK Shailaja 
emphasising the need 
to promote social 
entrepreneurship in a 
big way for the uplift of 
marginalised sections.

Inaugurating the 
second edition of 
ICGE, Shailaja said 
the South Asia’s first 
Gender Park set up in 
the state will extend 
total support to 
enterprises of women 
and transgender 
persons, which is a 
major component 
of the Sustainable 
Development Goals 
(SDGs) set by the 
United Nations.

The three-day 
high-profile conclave 
is being organised 
by the Department 
of Women and 
Child Development, 
Government of Kerala, 
in association with UN 
Women at the Gender 
Park here.

"It is important 
to promote social 
entrepreneurship to help 
women and transgender 
persons to come up and 
enjoy equal status.

They are often 
victims of gender 
discrimination and 
denied opportunities.

There are many 
sectors that await women 
and transgender persons 
to enter and make their 
strong presence felt. The 
gender park will extend 
all support to them," 
Shailaja said.

The state government 
is committed to ensuring 
equal opportunities 
to them in all spheres 
including education, 
skill development and 
entrepreneurship.

It is with this objective 

that the gender park has 
set up a dedicated study 
centre in association 
with UN Women.

This centre will 
study issues concerning 
women and transgender 
persons from India, 
Bhutan, Maldives and Sri 
Lanka, she noted.

An International 
Women's Trade Centre 
is also being set up in the 
park for better marketing 
of products of women 
enterprises from these 
countries.

The Gender Park CEO 
Dr PTM Sunish said 
gender equality should 
be included in the 
syllabus of educational 
institutions to create 
greater awareness 
about that.

The conventional 
approach of the society 
towards women and 
transgender persons 
should change.

The Gender Park 
will make tireless 
efforts to achieve 
gender equality in all 
spheres, he said.

Making a strong 
case for cultural 
empowerment of 
women, former 
Rajya Sabha Member 
Brinda Karat said it 
is high time that the 
society discarded the 
traditional cultural 
yardsticks.

The centres of 
power always try to halt 
the upsurge of women 
when they make each 
step forward, and it is 
important to follow the 
Kerala model in breaking 
the caste barriers, she 
said.

Kerala State Planning 
Board Member Dr 
Mridul Eapen, who is 
also a member of The 
Gender Parks Advisory 
Council, Jonatan Klum 
Stelander, Second 
Secretary, Swedish 
Embassy, Barbara 
Langley, Director, Centre 
for Womens Economic 

Empowerment, US, 
Thoyyib Mohamed, MD 
Visit Maldives, were also 
present.

The high-profile 
conclave, which has 
Gender in Sustainable 
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p 
and Social Business: 
The Mediating Role 
of Empowerment 
is being attended 
by policymakers, 
academics, professionals 
and domain experts from 
across the globe.



4 SummitTIMES | 12 February 2021

WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Monsoon Ready?
Who are we kidding?

The condition of the roads should get everyone 
wondering about what awaits the State once the 

nor’westers open up in earnest in a few weeks time and 
what confusion will prevail should monsoons arrive 
in time a few of months later and stay a proper full 
season. To begin with, the stability of the hills here has 
never been very reassuring and they were noticeably 
weakened by the 18 September 2011 earthquake (yes, 
that temblor continues to have an effect) and other 
infrastructure like power and water supply have been 
severely compromised by absent professionalism and 
ubiquitous corruption. So yes, Sikkim better start getting 
worried about the monsoons adequately in advance, 
because compounding the teetering infrastructure is 
obvious disinterest and lack of communication in the 
administration.

The weather, at least over Gangtok, is packing up 
and a thunderstorm could arrive soon. Although these 
downpours at this time of the year are dramatic, most 
residents can predict how long a winter-end downpour 
will last and which sections of their water lines might 
get disrupted by the inundation. And yet, wide parts 
of Gangtok continue to lose electricity supply due to, 
one is routinely told, damage at a sub-station. If an 
evening of thunder and lightning can snap power lines 
for any stretch of time in any part of Gangtok, what 
more sustained rains could wreck is anybody’s guess 
especially in the more rural areas. And that is the 
worrying part – no one in any office of consequence 
is making any intelligent guesses or investing either 
funds or thought on disaster preparedness of any 
reliability. While one cannot throw blame for an act of 
nature as temperamental as lightning, one cannot dodge 
accountability for a failure to prepare. Mechanical 
breakdowns, one can understand, but delayed repair 
due to unpreparedness is just plain dereliction. If repairs 
were held up due to lack of spares and equipment or 
even manpower due to Covid, it would explain only the 
failings of the last year. Sikkim’s problems are of much 
older vintage. 

That said the concerned agencies need to go over 
their preparedness plans before the weather turns truly 
hostile. There should be some basic back-up options 
which anyone with even a passing interest in the needs 
of professional service delivery can draw up and submit. 
Get this done. 

What is also worrying is the rather disinterested 
follow-up and lack of effort at streamlining 
communication that the power outages routinely 
expose. No one ever explains exactly what went wrong, 
why repairs take so long, who is responsible, for what, 
and what is being done where. Everyone claims to be 
working on a “war footing” but how can that be accepted 
at face value when information is neither volunteered 
nor provided clearly even when approached. The officials 
should understand that the people can handle bad news, 
they understand that even the best laid out plans can go 
wrong, but if there is no news, then they speculate and 
with speculation are born resentments and doubt. Why 
would anyone want to sow that? The district authorities 
should resuscitate the civil defence teams, open proper 
WhatsApp (since everyone seems to be there) groups 
to share updates, clarifications and suggestions. Don’t 
do so, and the people will continue sniggering at your 
lack of professionalism and whispering about how 
corruption has ruined everything. 

Now for the roads, the National Highway, inexplicably, 
continues to remain a work-in-progress, scratched and 
cracked by a combination of widening and repair efforts 
and mega projects which add more load to it than the 
alignments were designed for. The rest of the State has a 
series of rural roads under various stages of construction 
or collapse and remain risky ventures to drive on. While 
it was always advisable for the concerned agencies to 
reinforce the roads during the dry winter months in 
preparation for the onslaught of the rains, this lesson is 
conveniently forgotten ever winter. When one travels, 
the highways resemble excavations, when they should 
have been receiving fortification instead by now. We 
hear excuses, we hear allegations, but what we don’t see 
is a confidence-inspiring work on the roads. 

How Chile became an unlikely winner 
in the COVID-19 vaccine race

VERONICA DIAZ-CERDA
theconversation.com

At first glance, it may seem 
that the race to acquire 

COVID-19 vaccines has been won 
by western nations. But alongside 
the UK, Canada, USA and EU, 
another country has also secured 
a high number of doses relative to 
its population – Chile.

To date Chile has ordered 
close to 90 million vaccine doses 
– enough to fully vaccinate its 
population of 19.2 million people 
twice. It’s set to receive vaccines 
from Pfizer, AstraZeneca, Sinovac 
and Johnson & Johnson as well as 
from the global vaccine-supply 
programme, Covax.

How has this small country 
managed to stand alongside the 
wealthiest nations in the world in 
securing enough vaccine doses to 
immunise its people? Economics 
has certainly been a factor, but 
not in the same way as for the 
others leading the vaccine race.

ECONOMIC MANOEUVRING
Chile is not a poor country. It 

has been one of Latin America’s 
fastest growing economies in 
recent decades. It’s also a member 
of the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development 
(OECD), a “club of mostly rich 
countries” that brings together 
nations with the highest levels of 
income and human development. Yet 
income inequality in Chile is higher 
than in any other OECD country and 
65% higher than the OECD average.

Because of this, Chile has been 
immersed in a sociopolitical crisis 
since the end of 2019. Massive 
demonstrations and violent riots 
against inequality have seen 
the government face the most 
serious social unrest since the 
end of Pinochet’s dictatorship. 
As a consequence, president 
Sebastián Piñera’s approval rating 
is the lowest of any leader since 
the country’s return to democracy in 
1990.

In June 2020, a sharp increase 
in COVID-19 cases prompted strong 
criticism of the government’s ability 
to handle the pandemic, which only 
added to the president’s woes. In 
response, Piñera seems to have 
understood that the only way of 
improving his popularity before his 
presidency ends later this year is 
by securing the highest number of 

vaccines possible.
This has meant going back on his 

previous efforts to paint the country 
as an example of stability and sound 
economic management. Instead, 
Piñera has argued the opposite 
in order to get better deals with 
pharmaceutical companies.

Chile’s status as a high-income 
country in the eyes of the World 
Bank has been a particular sticking 
point when negotiating orders 
with vaccine manufacturers, 
especially AstraZeneca. To 
avoid paying a high price, 
the government has had to 
demonstrate that due to the 
pandemic and the sociopolitical 
crisis, Chile’s economic position 
is worse than that of the world’s 
most advanced economies, and so 
it deserves to pay less for vaccines. 
This recasting of Chile as a country 
facing economic hardship seems to 
have worked.

In an international order 
characterised by zero-sum 
calculations and self-interest, Piñera 
and the Chilean government have 
been following the rules of the 
game to boost their own chances of 
survival.

PICKING MANY WINNERS
But the Chilean government hasn’t 

just been successful by pleading lack 
of funds. It’s also acquired doses by 
building a highly diverse portfolio of 
vaccines, composed of different types 
at different stages of development, to 
hedge risks.

Although other governments 
have done this too, Chile adopted 
this strategy very early on. It moved 
quickly into negotiations with many 
pharmaceutical companies, including 
frontrunners such as AstraZeneca 
and Pfizer but also Johnson & 
Johnson, which was further behind 
in development. This was helped by 
the Chilean economy’s tradition of 
being highly open to trade: Chilean 
trade negotiators have strong skills, a 
wide range of international contacts 
and are used to facing uncertain 
environments.

It’s fair to say that in its 
diversification strategy, Chile went far 
beyond most advanced economies, 
pinning its hopes on the CoronaVac 
vaccine, developed by the Chinese 
company Sinovac (it has ordered 
60 million doses). In contrast, most 
European countries have chosen 
only western vaccines, despite the 

comparative advantage of 
Chinese companies’ massive 
manufacturing capacity and 
their vaccines being easy to 
transport.

TRIAL DATA FOR DOSES
Choosing to participate in 

the clinical trials of COVID-19 
vaccines also strengthened 
Chile’s negotiating position. 
AstraZeneca, Johnson & 
Johnson, Sinovac and CanSino 
all conducted phase 3 trials in 
the country.

Chile has stringent 
regulatory protection for 
clinical trial participants, 
but this didn’t dissuade 
developers from conducting 
research there. This may have 
been counterbalanced by the 
international outlook of Chilean 
universities, some of which 
had already forged close ties 
with these pharmaceutical 
companies before the 
pandemic.

The Pontifical Catholic 
University of Chile, for example, 
had already established links 
with Sinovac for developing 
vaccines against respiratory 
viruses before COVID-19 struck. 

So it wasn’t difficult to convince the 
Chilean government to provide funds 
for hosting the CoronaVac trial in the 
country. In return, Sinovac promised 
early access to doses and a better 
price.

The Chilean government’s 
ambitious goal is to vaccinate 80% 
of its population by June 2021. 
Despite having secured double the 
doses needed, it is now negotiating 
additional deals in case those 
contracts fail.

Rolling out the vaccine to the 
public is progressing quickly, having 
only started in early February. The 
Chilean health system has significant 
experience in mass immunisation 
programmes, and many vaccination 
centres have been set up around the 
country to meet this goal.

For now, the government’s 
strategy to put Chile among the first 
countries to secure vaccine doses 
seems to have paid off. It’s too early, 
though, to predict whether it will 
have a positive effect on Piñera and 
the government’s popularity.

[the writer is Teaching 
Associate in International 

Relations, Aston University]

How Ireland Turned Around One of the 
Biggest Spikes in COVID Cases in the World

LUKE O'NEILL
theconversation.com

Ireland had the fastest and highest spike in 
cases in the world in January. This happened 

because, in early December, confirmed cases in 
the community were deemed to be low enough to 
allow some easing of restrictions. At that stage, 
Ireland had the lowest incidence of COVID-19 in 
Europe, which had been achieved with a second 
lockdown in November. Restaurants and non-
essential retail were opened, and households 
could mix in a limited way.

People began to meet again, both outside 
their homes and inside. Despite many warnings 
about household gatherings, as Christmas 
approached it became clear that case numbers 
were rapidly rising, followed by hospitalisations, 
ICU admissions and, sadly, an increase in deaths. 
The reason was simple: too much contact 
between people. COVID-19 is a seasonal virus 
that spreads in winter – just like any other 
respiratory virus – because we are indoors a lot.

Irish people love Christmas and they had 
been through a tough lockdown in November. 
One thing Ireland teaches us is even a limited 
amount of social mixing – which is what most 
people did – is enough to allow COVID-19 to re-
erupt.

TIMELINE FOR A TURNAROUND
The Irish government reacted quickly. On 

December 24, nationwide restrictions were 
reimposed, and by January 6, Ireland was back 
into one of the most stringent lockdowns in 
Europe. The party was well and truly over. 
Schools and construction sites were closed, 
click-and-collect for non-essential retail was 
banned.

On January 26, the government extended the 
lockdown until March 5 at the earliest. Four days 
later, it was announced that Ireland had more 
cases in January than throughout all of 2020.

The total number of COVID-related deaths 
on December 3 was 2,080. It rose to 3,621 on 

February 5. This means that almost as many 
people have died of COVID-19 in the weeks since 
early December than in the entire time up to 
that point since the pandemic began. The price 
of Christmas.

The restrictions worked. On January 11, 
Ireland had a seven-day moving average 
of 6,363 cases. And from that peak, it  has 
fallen steadily.  On February 6, this had hit 
1,035 cases – a decline that is among the 
fastest in the world. The lack of contact 
between people is the reason for this.

HAMMER BLOW
Ireland’s experience yet again shows 

how straightforward it is to bring case 
numbers down. The virus jumps from one 
person to another. If  people don’t meet , 
or if  they meet following all  the guidelines 
(distancing, mask-wearing, limited time 
indoors, ventilation), viral spread is lessened 
dramatically and cases drop. Ireland is dealing 
a hammer blow to the spike, driving it into 
the ground. This achievement is something 

to be proud of.
The hope of the vaccination campaign is 

keeping everyone going, as is the prospect of 
summer coming when the spread of the virus 
will be substantially lessened. Being outdoors is 
well known to decrease spread. We must learn 
our lesson well and remember it next winter 
when we move indoors again.

A repeat of what happened last winter 
is highly unlikely, especially given the mass 
vaccination programmes. But we can’t be too 
careful, especially with the emergence of new 
variants that are more transmissible, more 
deadly or better at evading the immune system.

Ireland must keep up with public health 
measures into the foreseeable future. This virus 
will exploit any weakness and the task now is to 
learn from mistakes and move to the next phase, 
with what has become the mantra of these times: 
cautious optimism.

[the writer is Professor, Biochemistry, 
Trinity College Dublin]
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Threats don't impact "Didi": 

Mamata Banerjee to Amit Shah
Kolkata, 11 Feb 
[NDTV]: Union minister 
Amit Shah's parting shot 
today - that he would 
come to Bengal again 
and again to campaign - 
got an acerbic reaction 
from Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee today. 
"We welcome him," the 
Chief Minister said, then 
added, "All the time he 
abuses Bengal. Come to 
campaign here. Don't try 
and threaten me. I am 
not scared of you. Didi 
cannot be forced to do 
anything".

As his second 
programme at 
Thakurnagar today 
was cancelled, Mr 
Shah said, "Due to 
certain circumstances 
my programme was 
cancelled, Mamata di 
became very happy. 
There is enough time till 
April, I'll come here again 
and again, and will keep 
coming till you lose the 
election".

"I am ready for the 
game. I want to see 
how many goals you 
can score. If you have 

confidence, you don't 
speak rubbish. Your 
goondagardi won't work 
here. This is Bengal," 
said Ms Banerjee who is 
seeking a third straight 
term in the state where 
she ousted the 34-year 
Left rule in 2011.

Since the BJP 
victory in the Lok Sabha 
elections and a handful 
of states in 2014, Amit 
Shah had marked Bengal 
his big target, setting his 
party's state unit a goal 
of 200 seats.

But the BJP drew a 

blank in 2016, and 
Mamata Banerjee's 
Trinamool Congress 
returned to power.

This time, the BJP 
is back with huge 
confidence, following 
its sterling result 
in the 2019 general 
elections. From just 
two seats, the party 
managed to win 18 of 
the state's 43 Lok Sabha 
seats.

The BJP since has 
been leaning hard on 
the ruling Trinamool 
Congress, accusing its 

leaders and ministers 
of corruption, 
misgovernance and 
ineptitude.  Amid a highly 
polarised situation, the 
BJP has accused the 
Trinamool of resorting 
to violence to protect its 
turf.

Ms Banerjee today 
criticised the Union 
minister, saying the 
things he said, "The 
body language and 
the mentality and the 
threatening behaviour… 
doesn't suit his position".

Arms and 
ammunition 
seized, 4 
arrested 
in Bihar

Munger (Bihar), Feb 
11 (PTI): Four persons 
have been arrested and 
arms and ammunition 
seized from their 
possession in Bihar's 
Munger district, police 
said on Thursday.

Acting on a tip-off, 
police arrested the 
four persons, accused 
in robbery cases, 
in Kasimbazar and 
Purabsarai police station 
areas and seized four 
country-made pistols 
and eight cartridges 
from their possession 
on Wednesday night, 
Superintendent of Police 
Manavjit Singh Dhillon 
said.

The arrested persons, 
identified as Santosh 
Yadav, Rishav Kumar, 
Abhishek Kumar and 
Roshan Kumar, hail 
from Munger district, he 
added.

No new 
COVID-19 
cases detected 
in Arunachal 
in two days
Itanagar, Feb 11 
(PTI): No new COVID-19 
cases were detected in 
Arunachal Pradesh in the 
last two days, a senior 
health department 
official said on Thursday.
There are four active 
cases in the state at 
present, said State 
Surveillance Officer Dr 
Lobsang Jampa.

In all, Arunachal 
Pradesh has reported 
16,831 COVID-19 cases.

While 16,771 
patients have recovered, 
56 people succumbed to 
the infection.

So far, 3,98,385 
samples have been 
tested for COVID-19 in 
the state, including 754 
on Wednesday, Dr Jampa 
said.

State Immunisation 
Officer Dimong Padung 
said that 20,280 health 
workers have received 
COVID vaccines so far in 
the state.

The health 
department has been 
carrying out the 
inoculation drive four 
days a week -- Monday, 
Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday.

Seven persons 
have so far reported 
adverse event following 
immunisation (AEFI), 
Padung said.

The state has 
received 32,000 doses of 
Covishield vaccines.

Assam Budget presentation deferred
Guwahati, Feb 11 
(PTI): The tabling of 
Assam's interim Budget 
was postponed on 
Thursday hours before 
its schedule, an assembly 
official said.
The tabling of the interim 
Budget was postponed 
to Friday, stating that 
it clashed with the 
Governor's address 
but sources claimed 
that it was deferred as 
state Finance Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma 
was accompanying Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah, who reached the 
state in the early hours 
on a sudden "personal 
visit".

It is the last Budget 
of the present BJP-led 
government before the 
state goes to the polls.

The three-day session 

of the Assam Legislative 
Assembly is scheduled to 
continue till Saturday.

"The Business 
Advisory Committee 
(BAC) last night 
decided to defer 
presentation of the 
Budget to Friday 
because the Governor's 
speech was there today. 
The BAC saw that 
keeping two important 
presentations on the 
same day would have 

dragged the affairs for 
a long time," Assam 
Assembly Secretary 
Amarendra Narayan 
Deka told PTI.

He denied that the 
development has any 
connection to the visit of 
Shah.

As per the Assembly 
Calendar of the present 
session, 'Vote on 
Accounts Budget for 
2021-22' was listed 
at serial number 9 of 

Thursday's business.
Shah arrived around 

2.30 am in Guwahati 
and met Ananta Roy of 
the Koch-Rajbongshi 
community at Chatipur 
in Assam's Chirang 
district in the morning.

Shah's meeting with 
the Greater Coochbehar 
Peoples' Association 
leader comes ahead of 
the assembly elections 
in neighbouring West 
Bengal.

Sarma, a powerful BJP 
leader in the Northeast, 
was accompanying 
Shah and that is why 
"the budget could not 
be presented today", 
sources said.

When contacted, 
several spokespersons 
of the BJP said they were 
unaware of Shah's visit to 
the state.

ISL 7 records Rs 9.5 crore football transfer fee
New Delhi, Feb 11 
(PTI): The Indian Super 
League's 2020-21 
season saw significant 
involvement of transfer 
fees as the clubs spent Rs 
9.5 crore on buying new 
players, six times more 
than last season.

Over the years, the 
norm in Indian football 
has been to sign both 
domestic and foreign 
players on free transfers 
-- which means clubs 
usually avoid paying 
transfer fees to other 
clubs and instead focus 
on signing players who 
are free agents, that is 
out of contract.

However, during the 
2020-21 season, ISL 
clubs spent almost six 
times more on incoming 
player transfers -- Rs 9.5 
crore compared to last 
season's Rs 1.4 crore.

There was also a 
significant increase in 
terms of player sale 
revenue as ISL clubs 
raked Rs 2.6 crore, a hike 
of 62.5 percent from 
Rs 1.6 crore last season 
despite the coronavirus 
pandemic induced 
financial situation.

Paying of transfer 
fees was quite 
common between 
ISL clubs this season 
like the sale of 
Manvir Singh from 
FC Goa to ATK Mohun 
Bagan in the summer 
transfer window for 

approximately Rs 80 
lakh.

Dheeraj Singh went 
the other direction from 
ATK Mohun Bagan to FC 
Goa for approximately 
Rs 70 lakh in the January 
transfer window.

Anuj Kichlu of 
Best Of You Sports, an 
established football 
player agency in India, 
said, "ISL has expanded 
and clubs are moving 
from 1-2 year contracts 
to long-term contracts 
with younger players. 
The buying and selling 
of players never 
happened in the first 
4-5 years.

"It has really kicked 
in the last 2 years but I 
am hoping the transfer 
market will grow 
exponentially in the next 
two seasons.

"Teams have to make 
their squads and they 
know more or less what 
their budgets are. Paying 
a transfer fee for a better 
talent makes sense 
rather than having an 

inferior player."
Other common global 

practice of activating 
release clause was also 
seen in the ISL this 
season as City Football 
Group-backed Mumbai 
City FC paid Rs 1.6 crore 
according to the release 
clause of ISL 2019-20 
Golden Ball winner Hugo 
Boumous to secure his 
services from FC Goa.

Previously, it has 
been common practice 
for ISL clubs to pay 
transfer fees to I-League 
clubs for talented 
domestic players and 
that continued this 
season also with the 
most significant transfer 
being Bengaluru FC 
paying approximately Rs 
40 lakh to Chennai City 
FC to sign fullback Ajith 
Kumar.

The growing 
popularity of ISL globally 
as one of the fastest 
developing leagues 
in Asia was further 
showcased by the fact 
that ISL clubs even paid 

transfer fees and loan 
fees to foreign clubs 
to sign some quality 
foreigners.

ATK Mohun Bagan 
paid a transfer fee to 
A-League's Brisbane 
Roar to sign Brad Inman 
while Mumbai City FC 
used their global network 
to sign Adam Le Fondre 
(Sydney FC, Australia), 
Cy Goddard (Benevento, 
Italy) and Hernan 
Santana (Sporting Gijon, 
Spain) by paying loan 
fees to foreign clubs.

An industry 
expert, on condition of 
anonymity, said, "Several 
ISL clubs utilised the fact 
that transfer and loan 
fees are not counted in 
the salary cap. It is great 
to see the clubs employ 
one of the best practices 
of the sport despite the 
pandemic.

"It shows the 
commitment of the club 
owners towards taking 
Indian football forward 
together with the league.

"Clubs are also tying 
down both domestic 
and foreign players to 
long term contracts so 
just like everywhere in 
the world the amount 
of transfer and loan 
fees spent will increase 
every year and other 
best practices like 
release clauses, sell 
on fees and buy back 
prices will all become a 
common practice.

Left activists try to enter 
Bengal secretariat, held

Kolkata, Feb 11 (PTI): 
Around 10-12 activists 
of CPI (M)-backed DYFI 
tried to enter state 
secretariat Nabanna 
on Thursday morning, 
ahead of the Left's 
scheduled march but 
were detained by police, 
officials said.

Several Left-wing 

groups are scheduled 
to march to the state 
secretariat in the 
afternoon over a host of 
demands but around 11 
am, some 10-12 activists 
suddenly tried to enter 
Nabanna, raising slogans, 
they said.

Their attempt was 
thwarted by on-duty 

police personnel and 
they were whisked away 
in vans to the Shibpur 
police station, officials 
said.

The Left outfits are 
scheduled to march to 
Nabanna, demanding 
jobs and industrialisation 
in the state, among 
others.

When a tiger came calling at midnight...
Thirunelli (Ker), 
Feb 11 (PTI): A family 
here had an unexpected 
visitor knocking at their 
door in the middle of the 
night and were shocked 
to see a tiger trying to 
push through the main 
entrance.

Thehouse is located 
on the forest boundary 
at Thirunelli in Wayanad 
district and the area 
is frequented by wild 
animals, including tigers, 
police sources said.

Forest officials have 
found strands of tiger 
hair near the steps of the 
house and claw marks on 
the plywood door which 
was damaged in the 
attack.

The family has a pet 
dog and thebig cat might 

have been attracted by it, 
according to them.

An official of the 
Thirunelli police station, 
which is adjacent to the 
house, said he had visited 
the place and found the 
claw marks of the animal.

It had come till the 
verandah and tried to 
open the door, the official 
told P T I.

Salitha, a 42-year 
old homemaker and 
her nephew Mridun 
(22) had got the shock 
of their life seeing the 
"visitor" on Tuesday 
midnight.

They heard a strange 
sound from outside 
around 11 PM and after 
a while felt someone was 
trying to push open the 
front door.

Mridun claimed 
that the door was half 
opened by the tiger and 
said along with his aunt 
managed to close it with 
great difficulty.

Forest officials have 
set up two camera traps 
around the house, but 
have not managed to 
get any pictures of the 
animal so far, Thirunelli 
deputy range officer, M V 
Jayaprasad, told P T I.

"There are no pug 
marks of the animal, 
but the door has been 
damaged. Strands of 
tiger hair have also 
been found near the 
steps".

"The tiger had come 
to the house. But, we do 
not know if it opened the 
door," the official said.

7 new COVID-19 cases push Nagaland's tally to 12,175
Kohima, Feb 11 (PTI): 
Nagaland on Thursday 
reported seven new 
COVID-19 cases, 
pushing the tally in the 
state to 12,175, a senior 
health department 
official said.
Five more persons 
recuperated from the 
disease on Thursday, 
taking the total number 
of recoveries to 11,848, 
the official said.
"7 +ve cases of 
#COVID-19 have been 
detected today.
Kohima- 6, Dimapur- 1. 
Also, 5 +ve patients have 
recovered at Dimapur," 
said Director of Health 
and Family Welfare, Dr 
Denis Hangsing in the 

daily COVID-19 bulletin.
Nagaland currently has 
89 active COVID-19 
cases with 73 patients 
in Kohima district, 
Dimapur (14) and Peren 
(2).
Till date a total of 
88 people, including 
10 with comorbid 
conditions have 
succumbed to the 
infection in the state, 
while 150 patients have 
migrated to other states, 
he said.
Nagaland's COVID-19 
recovery rate stands at 
97.31 per cent, he said.
Dimapur district has 
reported 6,476 COVID-19 
cases followed by Kohima 
(3,859), Mon (605), 

Peren (507), Tuensang 
(248), Mokokchung 
(192), Zunheboto (142), 
Phek (47), Kiphire 
(41), Wokha (39) and 
Longleng (19).
Of the total 12,175 
COVID-19 cases, 5,057 
are traced contacts, 
4,674 are armed forces 
or security personnel, 
1,871 returnees from 
other states and 573 
frontline workers, he 
said.
Nagaland has so far 
tested a total of 1,27,552 
samples for COVID-19, 
including 74,270 on 
RT-PCR, 37,217 on 
TrueNat and 16,065 on 
Rapid Antigen Test, Dr 
Hangsing said.
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Joe Root is the perfect attraction to 
tempt back former cricket viewers

Andy Bull
London, 11 Feb 
[theGuardian]: From 
this distance, it looks 
like Joe Root is holding 
himself a little differently 
these days. You can see it 
in his press conferences, 
where his answers seem 
as self-assured as his 
footwork at the crease. 
Watch him at work after 
England wrapped up the 
first Test match, politely 
brushing aside insistent 
questions about whether 
he should have declared 
on the fourth evening 
and briskly dismissing 
everyone else’s 
enthusiasm about what 
he and his team had just 
achieved. “We can’t be 
happy with what we’ve 
done,” he said.

Root is sure of 
himself, where he used to 
seem a little uneasy, open 
where he used to be a 
little edgy and defensive. 
So he should be. Right 
now, Root has the two 
things any captain really 
needs going for him – he 
is in a glorious run of 
form (684 in six innings 
this year, 220 more than 
he made in the 13 he 
played in 2020) and his 
team have won three in 
a row, the last of them 
a length-and-breadth 
defeat of the world’s best 
Test team at a ground 
where they had not been 
beaten in more than 20 
years, right up among 
the finest in England’s 
history.

Every one of his 
batsmen spent time at 
the crease, every one of 
his bowlers took a key 
wicket or two and in 
the field the team took 
almost every catch going. 

By the end, there was 
not much left to worry 
about. Which didn’t stop 
him. He ticked off a list 
of things they could have 
done better. He felt they 
could have been “a bit 
smarter” with how they 
scored their runs in the 
second innings once 
their lead got to 400, that 
they “could have pressed 
the accelerator a little bit 
sooner and been really 
clear about where our 
boundary options were 
when the pitch started 
spinning”.

That wasn’t all. 
“With the ball we could 
probably contain a bit 
better at times”. He 
wondered whether 
his team could “just 
squeeze the game a little 
bit longer” and “build 
pressure in a slightly 
different way when it’s 
not spinning as much on 
days one and two”.

It was reassuringly 
pernickety and speaks to 
a restless perfectionism 
that, unless he has plenty 
of rest, is going to be 
pretty exhausting for him 
before long.

He’s right. Good as 

this win looks, it won’t 
count for much if they 
lose two of the next 
three Tests, which is 
what happened the last 
time a team beat India at 
home. Australia won by 
333 runs at Pune in 2017 
but lost the series 2-1. 
If anyone needs a more 
recent reminder of how 
resilient this Indian team 
is, it was just last month 
they beat Australia the 
same way after being 
bowled out for 36 and 
losing the first Test by 
eight wickets.

So yes, Root did 
not let England’s 
celebrations stretch on 
long into the day after 
the game. Especially 
with the next Test 
starting on Saturday 
and England’s policy of 
rotating the squad to 
make sure everyone is 
given a break meaning 
Root and the rest of 
the management group 
are facing a series of 
complicated decisions 
about changing a 
winning team. Get used 
to it. It is going to be like 
this right through the 
next few months as they 

balance the competing 
needs of the Test team, 
who have to play home 
and away against the 
world’s three best teams, 
the Twenty20 team, who 
are targeting the World 
T20 in October, with the 
fact they are all living in 
biosecure bubbles.

Still, while they fret 
about the details the 
rest of us can revel in the 
spectacle. Which brings 
us to the question of free-
to-air television. Early 
reports are that Channel 
4 pulled in a peak 
audience of 1.1 million 
on Friday morning, 
which is more than 
double Sky recorded on 
the first day of England’s 
recent series against Sri 
Lanka. You would think 
most people in the game 
would accept it was 
an unequivocally good 
thing that the largest 
possible audience could 
watch one of England’s 
greatest victories, but 
this being cricket, it’s not 
so simple.

A number of good 
judges have been 
pushing back against it, 
some of them arguing 

that Sky is being unfairly 
maligned, that free-
to-air TV isn’t going to 
win over kids because 
young children won’t 
get up at 4am to watch 
eight hours of cricket 
or that whether or not 
you need a subscription 
to watch it matters a 
lot less than whether 
clips and highlights are 
being distributed on 
social media (which they 
aren’t because the BCCI 
wouldn’t sell Channel 4 
the rights).

Some of those 
arguments are stronger 
than others (the idea 
that if you’re not on 
TikTok then the kids 
won’t notice is an old 
favourite of the ECB’s, 
which should make 
everyone who hears it 
a little suspicious) but 
none is as strong as this 
one: putting the cricket 
on free-to-air TV has 
helped make it a larger 
part of the national 
conversation, pulled 
back lapsed, latent fans 
at the best possible time.

Like Root said – in 
another conspicuous bit 
of sound leadership – 
this is a glorious time to 
be following Test cricket. 
Given what happened 
in Bangladesh, where 
West Indies just chased 
395 to win with 15 balls 
left, England’s victory 
was not even the most 
entertaining game played 
in the past few days.

No one worth 
listening to is arguing 
that putting cricket back 
on free-to-air TV is a 
panacea for participation 
in cricket, but it’s 
certainly not going to 
hurt.

Australian Open: Stefanos Tsitsipas survives 
five-set marathon to enter third round

Melbourne, 11 Feb 
[AFP]: World number six 
Stefanos Tsitsipas was 
pushed to a marathon 
five sets by wildcard 
Thanasi Kokkinakis 
on Thursday, before 
making the Australian 
Open third round. The 
popular Greek star 
dropped only four 
games in his first-
round match, but faced 
a far sterner challenge 
from the 267th-ranked 
Australian. He finally 
came through 6-7 (5/7), 
6-1, 6-1, 6-7 (5/7), 6-4 
but needed 4hr 32min to 
get the job done at Rod 
Laver Arena. "I just want 
to have an ice bath right 
now," said a relieved 
Tsitsipas.

"He is a great 
competitor, a great 

fighter and it was very 
difficult facing him today. 
He has a great serve and 
all the weapons from the 
baseline. Was a hell of a 
day."     

The 22-year-old next 
plays Swede Mikael Ymer, 
who beat promising 
Spanish teenager Carlos 
Alcaraz.

Tsitsipas went 
into the match as 
hot favourite, having 
demolished Gilles Simon 
in his opening match 
and never having lost a 
Grand Slam match to a 
player ranked as low as 
Kokkinakis.

He has a solid record 
against Australians, with 

Nick Kyrgios, who was 
watching in the stadium, 
the only one to ever beat 
him.

But Kokkinakis, who 
has been plagued by 
injury and illness during 
his career, fought hard.

With the home 
crowd becoming ever 
more vociferous in their 
support, he gave as good 
as he got in a close first 
set, with both players 
trading blows in long 
rallies and big serves.

The Australian saved 
two set points at 4-5 and 
took it to a tiebreaker, 
where he prevailed on 
the back of a Tsitsipas 
double fault.

But the Greek's 
superior firepower and 
fitness came to the fore 
in the second set, and 

by the third Kokkinakis 
appeared to be running 
out of steam, unable 
to match Tsitsipas' 
consistency.

He found a second 
wind, though, in the 
fourth set and after 
saving a match point 
at 4-5 took it to a fifth, 
buoyed by the energy of 
the crowd.

However, Tsitsipas' 
unrelenting return on 
serve wore him down 
and he got a decisive 
break in fifth game as 
Kokkinakis tired. 

Tsitsipas, into the 
third round for third 
successive year, is looking 
to better his 2019 effort 
when he made the semi-
finals, beating Roger 
Federer before losing to 
Rafael Nadal.

FA Cup: Everton win 9-goal thriller vs Tottenham, 
Manchester City cruise into quarter-finals

London, 11 Feb 
[AFP]: Everton upped 
the pressure on Jose 
Mourinho with a 
thrilling 5-4 victory over 
Tottenham after extra-
time to reach the FA 
Cup quarter-finals, as 
Manchester City eased 
into the last eight by 
beating Swansea on 
Wednesday. Tottenham 
face a daunting trip 
to City in the Premier 
League on Saturday and 
defeat after a draining 
120 minutes was the last 
thing Mourinho wanted. 
Spurs have lost four of 
their last five games and 
one of three chances to 

end the club's 13-year 
wait to win a trophy in 
cup competitions is now 
gone.

"Attacking football 
only wins matches when 
you don't make more 
defensive mistakes 
than you create," said 
Mourinho, who once 
described a 5-4 result 
as a "hockey score".

"It was the mouse 
and the cat. The mouse 
was our defensive 
mistakes and the cat 
was us playing very 
well, scoring goals, but 
it wasn't enough."

Mourinho's men 
made a bright start 

at Goodison Park as 
Davinson Sanchez 
headed them into the 
lead after just three 
minutes.

However, the 
defensive errors that 
have cost Tottenham 
dear in recent months 
were in evidence 
as Everton struck 
three times in seven 
minutes just before 
half-time through 
Dominic Calvert-Lewin, 
Richarlison and Gylfi 
Sigurdsson's penalty.

Erik Lamela reduced 
Spurs' deficit in first-half 
stoppage time before 
another rare goal for 

Sanchez made it 3-3.
Richarlison then 

smashed home from a 
narrow angle to restore 
Everton's lead.

Mourinho had left 
Harry Kane on the bench 
from the start to ease 
his return from an ankle 
injury. But the England 
captain ended up 
playing for over an hour 
and met Son Heung-
min's cross at the back 
post with bullet header 
seven minutes from 
time to send the game 
into extra-time.

Bernard's brilliant 
finish from Sigurdsson's 
scooped pass proved 

a fitting winner to a 
pulsating tie to keep alive 
the Toffees' chances of a 
first trophy since 1995.

"It was a long night for 
everybody, but we came 
out on top which is the 
main thing," said Everton 
assistant manager 
Duncan Ferguson.

CITY'S RECORD-
BREAKING RUN

The defending from 
both sides will encourage 
City, who also face 
Everton in the Premier 
League next Wednesday, 
after they broke the 
English football record 
for consecutive wins by a 
top-flight club.

'Havens for abuse': football unites to 
demand social media racism crackdown

PAUL MacINNES
London, 11 Feb 
[theGuardian]: English 
football’s leaders have 
called on Facebook’s 
Mark Zuckerberg and 
Twitter’s Jack Dorsey 
to take personal 
responsibility for the 
spread of racist content 
on their platforms.

The chief executives 
of the Premier League, 
Football Association 
and EFL, alongside 
those of the players’ and 
managers’ unions, the 
head of the women’s 
game, the referees’ 
body and Kick it Out 
have signed an open 
letter which sets out in 
assertive language the 
nature of the “debasing, 
often threatening and 
illegal” abuse received by 
players and the solutions 
they deem necessary to 
fix the problem.

Calling for “basic 
human decency”, the 

signatories directly 
address the leaders 
of Facebook and 
Twitter after years of 
negotiations with the 
companies that have 
failed to stop the problem. 
In the past month alone 
four Manchester United 
players have been the 
subject of high-profile 
abuse, together with 
others in the men’s and 
women’s game.

“We have had many 
meetings with your 
executives over the 
years but the reality is 
your platforms remain 
havens for abuse,” the 
letter reads. “Your 
inaction has created 
the belief in the minds 
of the anonymous 
perpetrators that they 
are beyond reach. The 
relentless flow of racist 
and discriminatory 
messages feeds on itself: 
the more it is tolerated 
by Twitter, Facebook and 

Instagram, platforms 
with billions of users, the 
more it becomes normal, 
accepted behaviour.”

Amongst the actions 
called for include 
the key request that 
“all users should be 
subject to an improved 
verification process that 
(only if required by law 
enforcement) allows for 
accurate identification 
of the person behind the 
account.”

The letter concludes: 
“We note the current 
assurances from 
Facebook that standards 
will be tightened, but 
far more is needed to 
drive change. We call 
for meetings with 
your organisations to 
discuss the evidence 
of abuse on your 
platforms, the action 
you are taking, and how 
you plan to directly 
address the matters 
outlined in this letter.”

India vs England: "The worst i have ever seen," 
says Jofra Archer about day 5 pitch in 1st test

Mumbai, 11 Feb [NDTV]: 
England fast bowler Jofra 
Archer said the pitch on 
Day 5 of the first Test 
against India in Chennai 
was "the worst I have 
ever seen." Archer said 
England were confident 
of taking the remaining 
nine India wickets on 
the final day of the Test 
and he expected the 
game to finish "not long 
after afternoon drinks." 
As things turned out 
England defeated India 
by 227 runs, bowling 
the hosts out for 192 in a 
chase of 420 runs to take 
a 1-0 lead in the four-
match series. The match 
finished in the second 
session on Day 5.

"On the fifth day 
it was probably the 
worst surface I've seen 
- its orange colour, bits 

missing, rough patches 
for the bowlers to aim 
at," Archer wrote in his 
column for Daily Mail. 

"When we walked 
out in search of nine 
wickets on the fifth day, 
I was very hopeful we 
would complete the 
job - although these 
India players have big 
reputations and are at 
home, so should be able 
to cope with conditions 
better than anyone. 

"So, I didn't expect us 
to skittle them. Equally, I 
didn't expect it to finish 
not long after afternoon 
drinks." 

Needing 381 runs 
to win on the final day, 
the Indians fell prey 
to menacing spells 
of fast bowling by 
James Anderson, who 
dismissed a well-set 

Shubman Gill, Ajinkya 
Rahane and Rishabh Pant 
in the morning session. 

India captain Virat 
Kohli held the fort 
with his 72, but he was 
bowled by Ben Stokes 
on a delivery that kept 
low and sneaked under 
Kohli's bat. 

Archer hailed 
Anderson's "brilliant 
over of reverse swing" 
and called the wickets 
of Gill and Rahane the 
turning points of the 
innings. 

"Jimmy Anderson's 
brilliant over of reverse 
swing was decisive and 
it was the second time in 
the game we had taken 
two wickets so close 
together, after Virat Kohli 
and Ajinkya Rahane 
earlier in the game," 
Archer wrote.

Reporter rebuffs Billy Joe Saunders' 
offer to fix Daniel Kinahan interview

BARRY GLENDENNING
London, 11 Feb 
[ t h e G u a r d i a n ] : 
The boxer Billy Joe 
Saunders has challenged 
a journalist to “write 
something positive 
about Daniel Kinahan” 
in exchange for being 
granted a face-to-face 
interview with the 
suspected Irish crime 
boss.

Nicola Tallant, who 
is investigations editor 
with the Irish Sunday 
World newspaper, has 
divulged a series of direct 
messages sent to her on 
Twitter by Saunders, in 
which the WBO super-
middleweight title holder 
asked if she would like to 
fly to Dubai for a meeting 
with Kinahan.

A l t e r n a t i v e l y , 
Saunders suggested 
setting up a Zoom call 
between the reporter 
and his friend and 
adviser, even going so far 
as to offer to “set you up 
on a date as Valentine’s 
Day is just around the 
corner”.

The subject of a 
recent BBC Panorama 
investigation entitled 
Boxing and the Mob, in 
which Tallant featured 
as a guest contributor, 
Kinahan is the founder 
of the MTK Global boxing 
management company 
that includes Saunders 
and Tyson Fury among 
a stable of fighters 
numbering up to 250.

In 2017 it was 
announced he would 

be standing down from 
his role as head of the 
organisation but he has 
been named by Fury 
as being instrumental 
in brokering a deal to 
fight Anthony Joshua in 
an eagerly anticipated 
world heavyweight 
unification showdown 
expected to take place 
later this year.

Earlier this week, 
Kinahan released a 
statement in which he 
claimed he is “involved 
in planning multiple 
record-breaking and 
exciting world title 
fights”.

In 2018, Kinahan was 
named by an Irish High 
Court judge as the leader 
of an organised crime 
group set up by his father 
Christy Kinahan Sr, which 
is claimed to be involved 
in drugs trafficking and 
weapons smuggling 
on a global scale. The 
Dubliner has repeatedly 
insisted he has no 
criminal convictions and 
emphatically denies any 
involvement in organised 
crime. Known in Ireland 
as The Cartel, the Kinahan 
gang has been linked to 
18 gangland murders 
and is reported to have 
amassed a fortune worth 
up to £1bn.

Currently in training 
for his scheduled world 
title fight against Saul 
“Canelo” Álvarez on 8 
May, Saunders has been 
vocal in his support of 
Kinahan, his friend and 
adviser, on social media 

since the Panorama 
documentary was aired.

In the immediate 
aftermath of the 
broadcast he launched 
what appeared to be 
extremely personal 
attacks on Barry 
McGuigan, one of few 
people in the boxing 
business to speak out 
against Kinahan, and 
made light of threats 
made against those 
involved in the making of 
the documentary.

Earlier this week, 
Saunders’ promoter, 
Eddie Hearn, urged him 
to quit the platform 
before he does his career 
irreparable harm. “I think 
Billy should just delete 
social media really. It’s 
difficult because I think 
sometimes, and he’s 
brought a lot of it on 
himself, he’s portrayed 
a certain way and that 
doesn’t help him,” he 
said. “He also finds it 
difficult to express his 
feelings and what he 
means when he’s trying 
to justify himself.”

On Sunday afternoon, 
Saunders sent Tallant a 
private direct message 
on Twitter asking if she 
would like to fly to Dubai 
and meet Kinahan for an 
interview. “Would you like 
to fly over and see Danul 
[sic] Kinahan face to face 
interview,” he wrote. “Or I 
could set you up a zoom call 
or I could even set you up 
on a date as Valentine’s 
Day is just around the 
corner. Serious offer.”
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ElseWhere

Women’s rights activist charged 
for role in Polish protests

WARSAW, Poland 
(AP): A leader of the 
Polish Women’s Strike, 
the movement that has 
led mass nationwide 
protests against a near 
total abortion ban 
in Poland, has been 
charged with criminal 
felonies.

Marta Lempart told 
The Associated Press 
on Thursday that she 
was formally read the 
charges at the district 
prosecutor’s office in 
Warsaw on Wednesday.

The charges against 
Lempart include 
insulting a police 
officer and causing an 
epidemiological threat 
for organizing protests 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic. Under Polish 
law, a person can face 
from six months to eight 
years of imprisonment 
for causing an 
epidemiological threat.

Lempart was also 
charged with praising the 
vandalism of churches 
and the “malicious 
obstruction” of 
religious services 
after favorable 
comments in a radio 
interview about 
protesters who had 

sprayed paint on 
church facades and 
disrupted Masses 
during their protests.

Lempart told The 
Associated Press that 
she sees the charges 
as an intensification 
of political pressure 
on her movement.

The development 
comes as the European 
Union has repeatedly 
expressed its concerns 
about the erosion of 
democratic norms 
in the member state. 
LGBT people and 
independent media 
also feel under massive 

pressure by the right-
wing government.

Many protesters have 
previously been charged 
with misdemeanors 
for participating in the 
protests. She said that 
in almost all of the cases 
the courts have dropped 
those charges.

The protests erupted 
in October when the 
constitutional court 
ruled to ban abortions in 
the case of fetal defects, 
growing into the largest 
anti-government mass 
movement in Poland 
since communism fell 
more than 30 years ago. 
The ruling took effect in 
late January.

The abortion 
restriction was widely 
denounced by lawmakers 
in the European 
Parliament earlier this 
week, with most saying 
it marks a violation of 
women’s rights.

Turkey unveils space program including 2023 moon mission
Ankara, Feb 10 (AP): 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan unveiled 
an ambitious 10-year 
space programme for 
his country Tuesday 
that includes missions 
to the moon, sending 
Turkish astronauts into 
space and developing 
internationally viable 
satellite systems.

Erdogan announced 
the programme, seen 
as part of his vision 
for placing Turkey in 
expanded regional and 
global role, during a live 
televised event laced 
with special effects.

He said Turkey 
planned to establish a 
first contact with the 
moon in 2023, when 
the country marks 
the centennial of the 
founding of the Turkish 
republic. The first stage 
of the mission would be 
through international 
cooperation, while the 
second stage would 
utilize Turkish rockets, 
Erdogan said.

Our primary and 

most important goal 
for our national space 
program is the contact of 
the Republic, in its 100th 
year, with the moon, the 
Turkish leader said. God 
willing, we are going to 
the moon.

Erdogan also 
declared Turkey's aim to 
send Turkish citizens into 
space with international 
cooperation, to work 
with other countries on 
building a spaceport and 
to create a global brand 
in satellite technology.

I hope that this 
roadmap, which will 

carry Turkey to the top 
league in the global 
space race, will come 
to life successfully, he 
said.

Turkey established 
the Turkish Space 
Agency, or TUA, in 
2018, with the aim of 
joining the handful of 
other countries with 
space programmes.

Critics have 
questioned the 
government's decision 
to spend vast sums of 
money on that goal at a 
time when the country's 
economy is suffering. But 

supporters say a space 
program will provide 
jobs for researchers and 
is likely to reduce the 
brain drain of emigrating 
scientists.

Erdogan did not 
provide details on how 
Turkey plans to achieve 
its goals. Last month, 
he and SpaceX CEO 
Elon Musk spoke by 
telephone and discussed 
cooperation on space 
technologies with 
Turkish companies.

Meanwhile, a 
metal monolith that 
mysteriously appeared 

and disappeared on 
a field in southeast 
Turkey turned out to be a 
publicity gimmick before 
the event.

The 3-meter-high 
(about 10-feet-high) 
metal slab with the 
inscription Look at the 
sky, you will see the 
moon written in an 
ancient Turkic script was 
found Friday by a farmer 
in Sanliurfa province. 
The monolith was near 
the UNESCO World 
Heritage site of Gobekli 
Tepe, which is home to 
megalithic structures 
dating to the 10th century 
B.C., thousands of years 
before Stonehenge.

The structure was 
reported gone Tuesday 
morning, adding to the 
mystery.

An image of the 
monolith was later 
projected on the screen 
as Erdogan said: I now 
present to you Turkey's 
10-year vision, strategy 
and aims and I say, Look 
at the sky, you will see 
the moon.

Belarusian leader vows to defeat 
foreign-backed ‘rebellion’

KYIV, Ukraine (AP): 
Belarus’ authoritarian 
leader on Thursday 
denounced six months 
of protests against his 
rule as a foreign-directed 
“rebellion” and vowed to 
resist the pressure.

Speaking to 2,700 
participants of the 
All-Belarus People’s 
Assembly, President 
Alexander Lukashenko 
charged that “very 
powerful forces” abroad 
were behind the protests. 
Lukashenko didn’t 
elaborate, but over the 
past several months he 
has repeatedly accused 
the West of fomenting 
the protests.

“We must stand up 
to them no matter what, 
and this year will be 
decisive,” he said.

L u k a s h e n k o 
convened the gathering 
to discuss plans for the 
country’s development, 
but the opposition 
has denounced it as 
an attempt to shore 
up his rule and soothe 
public anger with vague 
promises of reforms.

Mass protests have 
gripped the ex-Soviet 
nation of 9.5 million 
people since official 
results from the Aug. 
9 presidential election 
gave Lukashenko 
a landslide victory. 
The main opposition 
candidate, Sviatlana 
Tsikhanouskaya, and 
her supporters have 
dismissed the result 
as rigged, and some 
poll workers also have 
described manipulations 

of the vote.
Authorities have 

cracked down hard on 
the largely peaceful 
demonstrations, the 
biggest of which attracted 
up to 200,000 people. 
Police have used stun 
grenades, tear gas and 
truncheons to disperse 
the rallies. According to 
human rights advocates, 
more than 30,000 people 
have been detained since 
the protests began, and 
thousands of them were 
brutally beaten.

The opposition has 
urged Belarusians to take 
to the streets to protest 
Thursday’s gathering.

Lukashenko has ruled 
Belarus for more than 26 
years, relentlessly stifling 
dissent and relying on 
cheap energy and other 
subsidies from his main 
ally, Russia. Speaking 
Thursday, he thanked 
Moscow for its support in 
the face of protests, but 
reaffirmed that the union 
agreement between 
the two countries 
shouldn’t limit Belarus’ 
independence.

The United States and 
the European Union have 
responded to the vote 
manipulations and the 
crackdown on protests 
by introducing sanctions 
against Belarusian 
officials.

Speaking Thursday, 
Lukashenko accused 
the West of harboring 
aggressive intentions, but 
at the same time urged 
it to restore political 
ties and economic 
cooperation.

African nations still encouraged 
to use AstraZeneca vaccine

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP): 
African countries 
without the coronavirus 
variant dominant in 
South Africa should 
go ahead and use the 
AstraZeneca COVID-19 
vaccine, the Africa 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
said Thursday, while 
the World Health 
Organization suggested 
the vaccine even for 
countries with the 
variant circulating 
widely.

They spoke to 
reporters a day after 
South Africa announced 
it would not use the 
AstraZeneca vaccine, 
citing a small study that 
suggested it was poor 
at preventing mild to 
moderate disease caused 
by the variant.

Africa CDC director 
John Nkengasong said 
seven countries on 
the 54-nation African 
continent have reported 
the variant and none 
besides South Africa is 
“overwhelmed” by it. 
No other has expressed 
concerns about the 
AstraZeneca vaccine. 
The seven countries are 
South Africa, Botswana, 

Comoros, Ghana, Kenya, 
Mozambique and 
Zambia.

In a separate 
briefing, WHO Africa 
chief Matshidiso Moeti 
added Tanzania to that 
list, saying two travelers 
from there had been 
found to be carrying 
the variant in “the UK, 
I believe.” Tanzania’s 
president has denied 
that COVID-19 exists in 
the East African nation, 
which has not updated 
its number of infections 
since April, even though 
reports are growing of a 
surge in infections there.

Africa is only now 
beginning to see the 
large-scale arrival of 
COVID-19 vaccines, 
and this week’s news 
from South Africa, the 
continent’s hardest hit 
country, was a shock.

The Africa CDC 
says African countries 
with the variant now 
dominant in South 
Africa should speed up 
plans to introduce all 
COVID-19 vaccines that 
have received emergency 
use authorization or 
approval by regulatory 
authorities, while 
considering their 

effectiveness against 
variants first reported in 
South Africa and the UK.

Suggesting that 
countries go ahead with 
the AstraZeneca vaccine 
even if the variant is 
circulating widely, 
the WHO’s Moeti said 
“what’s important is 
the opportunity is there 
to continue to study 
the vaccine” and its 
effectiveness.

AstraZeneca doses 
are expected to start 
arriving in other parts 
of Africa in the next two 
weeks, the Africa CDC’s 
Nkengasong said.

And the WHO’s 
Moeti looked forward 
to a significant rollout 
of vaccines in March, 
adding that 34 of Africa’s 
countries now have their 
rollout plans in place.

The African continent 
has seen an average 
18% decrease in new 
virus cases over the 
past four weeks, which 
Nkengasong called 
encouraging. But he 
warned that studies 
show more people have 
been exposed to the virus 
than the 3.7 million cases 
confirmed, and “we are 
definitely not counting 

all the deaths, especially 
in the second wave.”

Africa has more than 
96,000 confirmed deaths, 
and the WHO Africa chief 
said the continent in the 
coming week will pass 
the “devastating marker” 
of 100,000 deaths.

The African continent 
on Sunday will mark 
one year since the first 
virus case was confirmed 
there, in Egypt.

While the recent 
resurgence of cases has 
been much deadlier than 
the first wave, “Africa 
has much to be proud of 
for the initial response, 
and it certainly did much 
better than Europe,” 
Peter Piot, director of 
the London School of 
Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine, told the WHO 
briefing.

Piot urged an 
equitable global 
approach to COVID-19 
vaccines as rich countries 
have secured the bulk 
of doses, recalling that 
it took nearly a decade 
during the earlier years 
of the HIV pandemic for 
a significant number of 
people on the African 
continent to access HIV 
drugs.

Countries curb 
diplomatic 
ties, weigh 
sanctions on 
Myanmar
SEOUL, South Korea 
(AP): A growing number 
of governments are 
curbing diplomatic 
ties with Myanmar and 
increasing economic 
pressure on its military 
over the coup last week 
that erased the fragile 
democratic progress 
in the long-oppressed 
Southeast Asian nation.

President Joe Biden 
said Wednesday he was 
issuing an executive 
order that will prevent 
Myanmar’s generals 
from accessing $1 billion 
in assets in the United 
States, and promised 
more measures.

The U.S. was 
among many Western 
governments that lifted 
most sanctions in the 
past decade to encourage 
democratic transition 
as Myanmar’s military 
rulers were taking 
gradual steps toward 
civilian rule — changes 
that proved temporary 
with the ousting of the 
elected government and 
detentions of Nobel Prize 
laureate Aung San Suu 
Kyi and others.

One of the strongest 
reactions came from 
New Zealand, which has 
suspended all military 
and high-level political 
contact with the country 
and pledged to block any 
aid that could go to its 
military government or 
benefit its leaders. It also 
placed a travel ban on 
Myanmar’s new military 
rulers.

“We do not recognize 
the legitimacy of the 
military-led government 
and we call on the 
military to immediately 
release all detained 
political leaders and 
restore civilian rule,” 
Foreign Minister Nanaia 
Mahuta said Tuesday.

In Washington, 
Biden said his actions 
were aimed at freezing 
U.S. assets that 
benefit Myanmar’s 
military leaders while 
maintaining support for 
health care programs, 
civil society groups and 
other areas. The U.S. 
already has sanctions 
in place against some 
Myanmar military 
leaders over the killings 
and persecution of 
minority Rohingya 
Muslims.

There has so far 
been no change in the 
level of U.S. diplomatic 
representation in 
Myanmar, where Thomas 
Vajda continues as 
ambassador.

In Brussels, EU 
foreign policy chief Josep 
Borrell said European 
foreign ministers will 
meet Feb. 22 to review 
the 27-nation bloc’s 
relations with Myanmar 
and explore ways to 
increase economic 
pressure. Its options 
could include sanctions 
targeting individuals 
and businesses owned 
by Myanmar’s military 
as well as cuts in 
development assistance.

Since 2014, the EU 
has granted Myanmar 
almost 700 million 
euros ($850 million). 
Borrell said the EU’s 
special system for 
granting least-developed 
countries duty-free and 
quota-free access to all 
products except arms 
and ammunition could 
also be reassessed.
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EtCETERA

Aries:
You never thought you'd be here, yet you 
are. Look at how the wheel of fortune 
turned around in your favour, Aries. This is 
an especially lucky time for you. A season 
of fruition, if you may. So send a prayer of 
gratitude into the cosmos and watch the 
good vibes being mirrored back to you. 
Those who are working with or for a big or-
ganisation, or a part of the family business, 
will find that profits are skyrocketing right 
now.
Taurus:
An idea is merely an idea until you give it 
a tangible form. As an earth sign, you un-
derstand this rather well, Taurus. The week 
ahead sees you putting your plan into ac-
tion and hustling harder than you have be-
fore. The journey you've embarked upon is 
a rather tedious one. 'One step at a time' is 
a good mantra to have as of now.
Gemini:
At any point of time, you have two options: 
to play it safe, or to take life by the horns. 
There's nothing wrong with the former, 
except that it won't lead to much growth. 
Choosing the path less trodden, on the oth-
er hand, will open up a whole new world for 
you. Recognise your true potential, Gemini. 

Realise what you came here to do. The im-
possible will become possible when you set 
your mind to it.
CANCER:
You’ve been working hard to put your coins 
in the bank. However, your bank balance 
does not bear testimony to this. What's 
the discrepancy here and how can you ac-
tively fix it? Start by being watchful of your 
spending habits, Cancer. Contemplate on 
how you can cut a few corners. It's a good 
idea to set a certain budget aside for your 
lavish expenditures as you create a re-
serve with the rest. A 40-60 break-up is a 
good place to start.
LEO:
Healing is never a straight road, Leo. It 
comes with its own twists and turns. Twists 
and turns that threaten to throw you off 
course. Today, you're being asked to slow 
down and be present to what's coming up 
from the depths of your subconscious with-
out judging it or attaching a story to it. This 
is the only way to let go of the baggage you 
have been carrying around.
VIRGO:
The new moon is bringing in all kinds of 
revelations, Virgo. You're feeling confident 
about yourself and the chosen path, and 

this confidence is helping you attract all the 
right opportunities. Sounds like a win-win 
situation, honey! Those working in the field 
of art, beauty, and fashion are likely to ben-
efit from this cosmic confluence the most. 
There is so much you are meant to give to 
this world. So, start by walking your truth 
and leave the rest to the mysterious forces 
above.
LIBRA:
It takes a lifetime to be an overnight suc-
cess. Read that again, Libra. Thursday 
sees you turning your Destiny around, 
making choices that are in alignment with 
your long term vision, and taking a step to-
wards the future. It isn't going to be easy. 
Nuh-uh! But, you're willing to inculcate dis-
cipline and make the required sacrifices in 
order to make big things happen.
SCORPIO:
Thursday sees you tapping into the ener-
gy of the new moon, planting your seeds 
with intention, and taking a concrete step 
towards the future you have envisioned for 
yourself. You have a long road ahead of 
you, but you've got to start somewhere! Re-
member, the ideas that are coming through 
to you are but divine. So make a note of 
each and every one of them, knowing that 

they will lead to something bigger in due 
course of time.
SAGITTARIUS:
In her bestseller The Secret, Rhonda Bryne 
wrote, “The law of attraction states that like 
attracts like, and when you think and feel 
what you want to attract on this inside, 
the law will use people, circumstances, 
and events to magnetise what you want.” 
Something to contemplate over, Sagittar-
ius. Today, the cards are guiding you to 
change your focus from lack to abundance. 
Yes, you are facing many issues at the mo-
ment. Yes, your finances are a major cause 
of concern. But that doesn't mean it's all 
downhill from here. By shifting your vibra-
tion, you have the power to turn your whole 
life around.
CAPRICORN:
Sometimes the plan works out to the 
tee. At other t imes, everything fal ls 
apart  before your own eyes. I t 's  a l l  a 
part  and parcel ,  honey. A part  and par-
cel  of  th is dance we cal l  l i fe.  So take 
both,  the good and the ugly in your 
str ide as you accept i t  a l l  as a learning 
lesson from the Universe. Yes, there is 
a paral le l  real ity available to you in each 
moment, a parallel reality where things are 

working out in synchronicity. Call upon your 
higher self in order to make the shift you 
need to.
AQUARIUS:
The new moon in your sign is bringing with 
it the gift of clarity, Aquarius. You're more 
certain about the chosen path and the de-
cisions you need to make in order to get 
to the desired destination. Sometimes that 
means saying 'no' to things that are not 
in alignment, and that's okay. Given that 
you've just completed a major cycle, it will 
be much easier for you to move ahead. 
Some of you may be thinking about moving 
in the literal sense of the word, for personal 
or professional reasons. Remember to trust 
your instinct on this one.
PISCES:
The energy of the new moon has you feel-
ing more optimistic than you have in a 
while. You know it's time to leave the past 
behind. You know it's time to take a leap of 
faith and say yes to the unknown. Some of 
you may be inspired to let go of the idea of 
permanency and embrace the nomadic life 
like never before. Trust that the mysterious 
forces are with you, helping you make a 
shift that's in alignment with your highest 
good.

the BIG
PIC

Morgan Wallen tells fans not 
to defend his racist language

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP): Country star 
Morgan Wallen asked fans not to down-
play the racist language he was caught 
saying on camera and said that he ac-
cepted the punishments he faced.
TMZ posted a video last week of Wal-
len saying a racial slur and Wallen 
apologized at the time. Wallen posted 
a five-minute Instagram video Wednes-
day night saying he had let so many peo-
ple down, including his parents and his 
son.

“Our actions matter. Our words mat-
ter. And I want to encourage anyone 
that is watching to please learn from my 
mistake. There’s no reason to downplay 
what I did,” he said.

He said he was waiting until he could 
personally apologize to people he had 
hurt. He said that the video was taken 
after a three-day “bender,” but he has 
since gotten sober.

Wallen said that he accepted invita-
tions from Black organizations, execu-
tives and leaders to have honest conver-
sations.

“They offered me grace and they also 
paired that with an offer to learn and to 
grow,” he said.

Wallen also said he accepted any 
punishments that he faced. Wallen’s 
songs were removed from radio sta-
tions, streaming services took his music 
off their top playlists and his record la-
bel suspended him.

But many of his fans responded to 
the backlash by buying up more of his 

records and continued to stream him.
In response to the surging sales, 

Grammy-winning singer songwriter Ja-
son Isbell announced that he was going 
to donate money that he makes from 
Wallen’s cover of his song “Cover Me Up” 
to the NAACP.

Wallen included a cover of the song 
on his sophomore record, “Dangerous: 
The Double Album.”

“I’ve decided to donate everything 
I’ve made so far from this album to 
the Nashville chapter of the @NAACP. 
Thanks for helping out a good cause, 
folks,” Isbell, a popular Americana art-
ist and former member of the Drive-

By Truckers, wrote on Twitter earlier 
Wednesday.

Wallen had been performing a cover 
version of “Cover Me Up” for a while be-
fore he recorded his own version, which 
leapt to the Top 15 on the Hot Country 
Songs chart and earned platinum status 
by the Recording Industry Association 
of America.

His album was already setting 
streaming records prior to TMZ’s re-
lease of the video of him using the slur. 
It is the first country album to spend 
four weeks atop the Billboard 200 chart 
since 2003, when Shania Twain’s album 
“Up!” spent five weeks at the top.

Film, TV maker Joss Whedon 
faces ‘Buffy’ actor abuse claims
LOS ANGELES (AP): Prominent film and 
TV creator Joss Whedon, who faced a claim 
of abusive behavior on the set of “Justice 
League,” drew criticism Wednesday from ac-
tors who worked with him on “Buffy the Vam-
pire Slayer.”
The first and most direct allegations came 
from Charisma Carpenter, who said in a social 
media post that Whedon has a “history of cre-
ating toxic and hostile work environments,” 
including the one she experienced on “Buffy” 
and while she was pregnant.

Sarah Michelle Gellar, who starred as the 
title character on the 1997 to 2003 series, re-
sponded to Carpenter’s post with a support-
ive if opaque online message of her own.

“While I am proud to have my name as-
sociated with Buffy Summers, I don’t want 
to be forever associated with the name Joss 
Whedon,” Gellar wrote. She is focused on her 
family and the pandemic and planned no fur-
ther statements at this time, she said, adding, 
“I stand with all survivors of abuse and am 
proud of them for speaking out.”

Representatives for Whedon didn’t im-
mediately respond to a request for comment 
from the writer, director and producer.

Among Carpenter’s allegations: During 
her pregnancy, Whedon called her “fat,” joked 
about firing her and, at one point, called 
her into a meeting during which he al-
legedly asked if she was “going to keep it,” 
apparently a reference to her pregnancy, 
and attacked her character and religion. 
She said she was “unceremoniously fired” 
from the role of Cordelia the following 
season.

Michelle Trachtenberg, who played Gel-
lar’s sister, went on social media to thank 
Gellar. “I am brave enough now as a 35 year 
old woman….To repost this,” she wrote, and 
alluded to “his not appropriate behavior” she 
experienced as a teenage actor.

Amber Benson, who appeared as Tara on 
“Buffy the Vampire Slayer,” also responded to 
the allegations, saying in a post that the show 
had a “toxic environment” that started “from 
the top.”

In her post, Carpenter said she was 
prompted to come forward after actor Ray 
Fisher, who was in 2017’s “Justice League” 
as the character Cyborg, alleged last July that 
Whedon’s behavior toward the cast and crew 
was “abusive, unprofessional and unaccept-
able.”

Whedon, known for his writing and di-
recting on the first two Marvel “Avengers” 
movies, was brought in during post-produc-
tion on “Justice League.” He oversaw exten-
sive reshoots, editing and visual effects on 
the film for director Zack Snyder, who had 
stepped aside after the death of his daughter.

Fisher said Whedon’s behavior was en-
abled by Geoff Johns and Jon Berg two pro-
ducers on the film who were executives run-
ning DC Films for Warner Bros. at the time. 
Berg left the studio in 2017.

Parent company WarnerMedia launched 
investigations into the accusations, which 
concluded in December. The company said 
then that “remedial action” had been taken, 
but did not go into specifics.

Fisher has continued tweeting about the 
matter, turning his focus to DC Films Presi-
dent Walter Hamada, who he accused of un-
dermining the investigation and not taking 
his claims seriously. Last month his character 
Cyborg was removed from appearing in the 
upcoming “Flash” film, which Carpenter said 
was the last straw for her.

In its January statement, WarnerMedia 
said Fisher was offered the chance to return 
as Cyborg, but given his statement “that he 
will not participate in any film associated 
with Mr. Hamada, our production is now mov-
ing on.”

Gina Carano fired from ‘Mandalorian’ 
after social media post

LOS ANGELES (AP): 
Lucasfilm says Gina Carano 
is no longer a part of “The 
Mandalorian” cast after many 
online called for her firing 
over a social media post that 
likened the experience of 
Jews during the Holocaust to 
the U.S. political climate.
A spokesperson with the 
production company said in 
a statement on Wednesday 
that Carano is not currently 
employed by Lucasfilm with “no 
plans for her to be in the future.”

“Nevertheless, her social 
media posts denigrating 
people based on their cultural 
and religious identities are 
abhorrent and unacceptable,” 
the statement read.

Carano fell under heavy 
criticism after she posted 
that “Jews were beaten in the 
streets, not by Nazi soldiers 
but by their neighbors.... even 
by children.”

The actor continued 
to say, “Because history is 
edited, most people today 
don’t realize that to get 
to the point where Nazi 
soldiers could easily round 

up thousands of Jews, the 
government first made their 
own neighbors hate them 
simply for being Jews. How is 
that any different from hating 
someone for their political 
views?”

Carano, who played the 
recurring character Cara 
Dune on the “Star Wars” 
series, deleted the post but it 
was widely shared online and 
spurred the #FireGinaCarano 
hashtag to trend. Her 
character appeared in several 
episodes of the second 
season of “The Mandalorian,” 
a series about a bounty 
hunter and his quest to unite 
a powerful, young user of the 
Force with a Jedi Knight.

Dune, who in the second 
season is a lawperson on a 
frontier planet, frequently 
teams up with the title 
character to fight an old 
nemesis: remnants of the evil 
Galactic Empire.

Carano, a former mixed 
martial artist whose Dune 
character used a mix of 
heavy weapons and her 
fists to best opponents, had 
been criticized for social 
media posts that mocked 
mask wearing during the 
pandemic and voter fraud 
during the 2020 presidential 
election. She also mocked 
the use of gender pronouns, 
listing “beep/bop/boop” in 
her social media bio.

LVMH to put Fenty 
fashion collection 

on pause
NEW YORK (AP): LVMH Moët 
Hennessy Louis Vuitton, the 
world’s largest luxury group, 
has put Rihanna’s Fenty 
fashion collection on hold.

The move, confirmed by 
LVMH Wednesday, comes 
nearly two years after 
the fashion conglomerate 
announced the collaboration 
with the pop artist and 
business mogul. Rihanna 
became the first Black 
woman to head a luxury 
house with LVMH, which 
owns such labels as Christian 
Dior, Givenchy and Louis 
Vuitton.

“Rihanna and LVMH have 
jointly made the decision to 
put on hold the RTW activity, 
based in Europe, pending 
better conditions,” according 
to the statement by LVMH 
emailed to The Associated 
Press.

A representative 
for Rihanna couldn’t 
immediately be reached.

LVMH said that the Paris-
based company and Rihanna 
will focus their efforts on 
the growth and long-term 
development of Fenty on 
cosmetics, skincare and 
lingerie.

WWD first reported the 
news on LVMH’s pause of 
Fenty fashion collection.


