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Dear reaDers,
iF You are having 
trouble getting 
Your CopY oF the 
suMMit tiMes in Your 
neighbourhooD, 
please Message or 
Whatsapp us Your 
naMe anD aDDress 
at 9832556698 
anD We Will ensure 
that the neWspaper 
reaChes You.

One killed in Yuksom 
landslides, 78 houses damaged

REBYNA RANA
Gangtok, 18 Sept: 

Landslides have 
wreaked havoc in 

West Sikkim with two 
landslides being report-
ed in Yuksom Dubdi GPU 
on 16 Sept. While the 
landslide at Geychen vil-
lage claimed the life of an 
81-year-old woman, the 
landslide at Tsong village 
has damaged numerous 
houses, killed livestock 
and damaged agricultur-
al crops as well.

As informed by Dis-
trict Collector West, 
about 58 houses in Tsong 
village and 20 houses in 

Mantabung have been 
damaged. A huge num-
ber of cattle such as 
cows, goats and domestic 
animals have been lost in 
the landslide.

It is learnt that 3 
houses have been com-
pletely washed out, 40% 
of the houses have been 
partially damaged while 
20% have sustained se-
vere damages.

The road network to 
Yuksom has been dam-
aged due to landslide at 
multiple locations and 
the same is being re-
stored by the Roads and 
Bridges Department. It is 

estimated that road upto 
Yuksom will be opened 
by Thursday. 

Power supply was 
restored today by the 
Power department pro-
viding relief to the pub-
lic of Yuksom. 

A relief camp was 
set up at the newly con-
structed Police Outpost 
at Yuksom where about 
98 people have been 
shifted. A community 
kitchen has also been 
started at the camp.

Talking to Summit-
TIMES, resident of 
Yuksom, DS Limboo 
informed that it was 

raining since morning 
on 16 September.

“At around 3 p.m. the 
slope started slipping and 
by 4 the entire slope came 
down. More than 50 houses 
in Tsong have been dam-
aged and the number of 
affected persons is above 
100,” said Mr Limboo. 

Two hotels in Yuk-
som have been convert-
ed into relief camps by 
the district administra-
tion and disaster man-
agement teams. Land-
slide victims have also 
been given shelter in a 
homestay at Yuksom.
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Disaster mitigation should be everyone’s 
business, Minister stresses

Land Revenue 
Minister 
underlines need 
to follow, not 
sidestep safety 
norms, calls on 
elected reps  and 
babus to lead 
by example
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 18 Sept:

Minister KN Lepcha, 
took a dig at elected 

members and bureau-
crats when it comes to 
sidestepping safety reg-
ulations when he com-
mented today that they 
have bypassed the very 
building bye-laws and the 
parameters prescribed by 
them while constructing 
their own high rise build-
ings in the State.

He remarked that if 
the people, those wield-
ing power or otherwise, 
had not diluted the safety 
rules and laws, the challeng-
es posed to disaster risk 
reduction in the Hills would 
not have been as grave. 

The Minister who is 
in charge of Land Reve-
nue and Disaster Man-
agement Department 
was addressing the in-
augural session of a two-

day regional workshop 
on Challenges on Disas-
ter Risk Reduction of Hill 
Areas here at Chintan 
Bhawan today. 

Since Sikkim has leg-
islated several laws to-
wards ensuring safety 
and disaster mitigation, 
the Minister called upon 
the administration in 
particular and people 
at large and also elected 
members to follow the 
rules properly so that im-
plementation can also be 
done properly. 

Highlighting the ob-
jective of the regional 
workshop, Mr Lepcha 
said that the workshop’s 
aim was to come up with 
a set of actionable rec-
ommendations keeping 
science, policy and in-
stitutional capacities in 
mind to reduce the im-
pact of climate change 
related disasters.

He stressed the need 
to bring together vari-
ous stakeholders to build 
awareness on the impact 
of climate change and 
natural disasters and 
work towards disaster 
risk reduction and cli-
mate change adaptation. 
He also urged the mem-
bers and line department 
officials present to be part 

of the solution to these 
growing challenges.

He said that if all 
the people followed the 
prescribed rules and 
procedures, Sikkim will 
become one of the best 
model states in terms of 
disaster risk reduction in 
Hills areas. 

He also called upon 
all the stakeholders, in-
cluding scientific, gov-
ernment, civil society and 
communities to strength-
en the capacities of the 
State authorities on cli-
mate change related di-
saster risk resilience.

The workshop, orga-
nized by Sikkim State 
Disaster Management 
Authority in collabo-
ration with National 
Disaster Management 
Authority is being at-
tended by several ex-
perts on natural disas-
ters and climate change.

Deputy Chairperson, 
SSDMA, VK Sharma, in 
his address, said that 
during the last 6–7 years, 
Sikkim has progressed 
exceptionally in disaster 
mitigation interventions 
and was leading in terms 
of many aspects. 

SSDMA also hon-
oured rescue personnel 
on the occasion.

CM calls on Sangter Tulku Rinpoche; Interacts with officials and public at Rabong

5 from Sikkim in top-20 of North East Idol

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 18 Sept: 

Five singers from Sik-
kim have made it past 

the mega audition round 
of North East Idol 2019 
held on 14 September at 
Guwahati in Assam. 

Out of 14 singers par-
ticipating from Sikkim in 
the mega audition round, 
Babita Thapa, Pritam Rai, 
Anup Tamang, Sisir Tha-
tal and Suraj Sewa im-
pressed judges enough 
to book a place in top-20 

of the competition. 
A total of 57 con-

testants from eight 
north-eastern states had 
participated in the audi-
tions. The show has Indi-
an Idol Amit Paul, James 
Nambam and Remanti 
Rai as judges.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
Ms Rai, who is also the 
joint secretary of North 
East Idol 2019, shared 
that it was a great 
achievement for the five 

singers and informed 
that 60 aspiring singers 
from Sikkim had taken 
part in the Sikkim audi-
tions held on 26 August 
from whom 20 were 
shortlisted for the mega 
audition round. 

The state audition 
had Remanti Rai, Manoj 
Rai and Sudhir Singh as 
judges.

Ms Rai informs that 
the grand finale of North 
East Idol 2019 is sched-
uled for 10 November. 

Ravangla, 18 Sept (IPR): Chief 
Minister Prem Singh Tamang [Go-
lay] along with his spouse, Krishna 
Kumari Rai, called on Sangter Tulku 
Rinpoche at Karma Thekchenling 
Monastery in Ravangla today. 

During the short interaction be-
tween them, Sangter Rinpoche in-
formed the Chief Minister about 
the dental service which he has 
started and also about the school 
up to standard V. This modern ed-
ucation facility includes creative 
aspects such as handicrafts, painting 
and many more. 

Sangter Rinpoche also added that 
soon dialysis and acupuncture will 
also be provided in the healthcare ser-
vices extended by his organisation. 

On the other hand, the Chief 
Minister expressed hoped that Bud-

dhism and pilgrimage tourism will 
flourish in the area as Ravangla has 
great potential for it. 

Sangter Rinpoche and the Chief 
Minister also discussed various as-

pects of the monastery to which the 
CM assured full help and co-opera-
tion from the Government’s side. 

Confidential Secretary to the 
CM, Bikash Basnet, and members 

of monastery committee were also 
present for the meeting.

The Chief Minister then conduct-
ed a brief meeting with employees of 
Ravangla sub-division at the meeting 

hall of Tathagata Tsal and explained 
in detail the roles and responsibil-
ities expected of government em-
ployees towards the upliftment of 
the public on a day to day basis. 

He emphasized that the govern-
ment officials have to work in tan-
dem with panchayats and general 
public while also efficiently imple-
menting the various schemes and 
policies of the State Government. 

The Chief Minister also pointed out 
that the Government is responsive to-
wards the various suggestions and feed-
back brought forward by the employees 
and stressed that till date the State Gov-
ernment has worked with remarkable 
alacrity to elevate the working condition 
of government employees along with 
that of the general public. 
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PM’s birthday celebrated with 
State Level Swachata Diwas

Gangtok, 18 Sept (IPR): 
Sikkim observed the State 
Level Swachata Diwas at 
Manan Kendra on Tuesday. 

The function was at-
tended by Governor Gan-
ga Prasad as chief guest 
and the National General 
Secretary of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, Ram Madhav 
as the guest of honour. It 
also had the presence of 
Chief Minister Prem Singh 
Tamang [Golay], Speak-
er LB Das, MP Lok Sabha, 

Cabinet Ministers, Chief 
Secretary, AK Shrivastava, 
HODs, officers, teachers 
and students.

The Swachata Di-
was was also observed 
to mark the birthday of 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and cleanliness 
drives were also carried 
out throughout the state.

The Governor, in his 
address, greeted the 
Prime Minister on his 
birthday and stated that 

the Prime Minister has 
dedicated his life to the 
service of the nation 
and thus his birthday 
should be celebrated as 
Jan Seva Diwas through-
out the country. 

The Governor also talk-
ed about the importance of 
organ donation and how 
it can save lives. He said 
that every individual 
should take a resolution 
for blood donation and
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ED appeals 
against EIILM 
Univ fail 
limitation test 
in High Court
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 18 Sept:

The Directorate of En-
forcement, Kolkata, 

suffered a setback in the 
case of a money launder-
ing it had filed against the 
now defunct Eastern In-
stitute for Integrated Learn-
ing in Management [EIILM] 
University, a Sikkim-based 
educational institution.

ED’s five appeals in 
the High Court failed on 
the grounds of limitation 
after the organization, 
citing procedural delays, 
took much longer than 
prescribed time-limits for 
the filing of such appeals.

While passing the 
order, the High Court of 
Sikkim took strong note 
and remarked that it 
could not breach statu-
tory mandate and cannot 
make the provisions of 
Limitation Act applica-
ble. Consequently, the 
appeals filed by the ED 
were held not maintain-
able as the same had 
been filed beyond the 
prescribed period of lim-
itation as provided under 
Section 42 of the PMLA.

While passing the 
order on the plea of En-
forcement Directorate, 
the High Court further 
said that the Court has 
no hesitation in saying 
that “officers/officials 
involved in the matter 
were either negligent or 
did not work for the in-
terest of the institution.” 

Delay could have 
been avoided, the Court 
observed, adding that 
leaves open to the Direc-
tor of the agency to get 
an enquiry conducted 
and take appropriate ac-
tion in the matter.

The ED had attached 
all the back accounts 
and immovable proper-
ties of Eastern Institute 
for Integrated Learning 
in Management (EIILM) 
University [to the tune of 
Rs 137 Crore] and regis-
tered a case against the 
university. After conduct-
ing preliminary investi-
gation, the Enforcement 
Directorate registered a 
case against the institute 
in March 2014.

EIILM University was 
investigated for allegedly 
duping thousands of stu-
dents and selling unautho-
rized degrees, diplomas 
and certificates through 
unauthorized distance ed-
ucation courses.

Union Cabinet 
bans e-cigarettes; 
an ordinance 
soon: Govt
New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI): 
The government on 
Wednesday banned pro-
duction, import and sale 
of e-cigarettes and simi-
lar products, citing health 
risk to people, especially 
youth, and an ordinance 
will be brought in to make 
it an offence, entailing jail 
term up to three years as 
well as fine.

The decision, taken 
by the Union cabinet, 
headed by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, also 
hit the plans of foreign 
companies such as Juul 
Labs and Philip Morris 
International (PM.N) to 
enter the Indian market.

“The Cabinet today 
gave approval to a decision 
to ban e-cigarettes which is 
also otherwise technically 

turn to pg02



2 SummitTIMES | 19 September  2019 SikkimSCAN
To book ad-space, contact SummitTimeS at
GaNGtoK:
For circulation details Contact:  (Sandeep) 9734152451 
& for Advertisement booking at 9933427505 or at office no 
03592 208698. Mail us at advertise@summittimes.com 
SIlIGuRI:
Mr. Mani Rai, M/s. Space Ads, B.R. Ambedkar Build-
ing, Room No.7, 1st floor. Opp. Ganga Hotel. Hill Cart 
Road. Siliguri – 03. Ph. 9832318644/ 9800682989/ 
9153035100 or mail at mani_siliguri@yahoo.co.in.
KolKata offIcE:
Irshad Ali/ Imteeyaz. Synapse,  6, Madan Street, 
Mezine – 2, 2nd floor. Kolkata – 700072. Ph. 033-
22124348/ fax 033-22124337/ mob. 9830547774/ 
983108397. E-mail: contact.synapse@gmail.com/ 
irshad_ali123@rediffmail.com

 
~ SummitTimeS ~
Classifieds
GENERaL LaND fOR SaLE

Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

fLaT fOR RENT/LEaSE
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/

lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and 
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.

For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698

aNThyESTI KRIya
The anthyesthi Kriya of Nar Bdr Gurung , rtd , 
Record Officer Health deptt and 
also Vice President in Paramed-
ical who left for his heavenly 
abode on 5th of September 
2019. All relatives, friends and 
well wishers are requested to 
join us in offering of prayers 
for the departed soul on 18.09.2019 at Ahley 
,Namthang south Sikkim

Family Members 

81-year-old Buddhi Maya Limboo from Geychen 
village was admitted at Yuksom PHC with severe inju-
ries and passed away on Tuesday night. The DC West 
had requisitioned an Indian Air Force helicopter to 
airlift the patient to Siliguri yesterday. A sortie was 
attempted at 6.30 pm but due to bad weather the mis-
sion was aborted. Another attempt was to be made 
early this morning, however, the patient could not 
survive the night.

Today, DC West, Karma R Bonpo, SP West, Tenzing 
Loden Lepcha, Lok Sabha MP, Indra Hang Subba and 
other officials reached the affected villages with relief 
materials and took stock of the situation. The team 
interacted with the villagers and damage assessment 
was done for disbursement of ex-gratia.

“The District Administration is working day and 
night to bring the situation under control at Yuksom. 
Our teams have trekked to reach the landslide zone 
carrying essential items personally. We have man-
aged to bring all affected people safely to Yuksom 
town where they have been lodged in various hotels 
and houses,” said DC West on his social media page 
on Tuesday.

Area MLA and SLA Deputy Speaker, Sangay Lep-
cha also visited the affected area on Tuesday. He 
instructed authorities to speed up restoration ac-
tivities after inspecting the damages at the landslide 
affected villages.

Lok Sabha MP, Mr Subba has also announced 
that he will be contributing a month’s salary to-
wards Chief Minister’s Relief Fund for taking up re-
lief work in Yuksom.

One killed in...

organ donation to help the country progress towards 
humanity and join the national campaign in building a 
new India as desired by the Prime Minister.

The BJP general secretary, Mr Madhav, in his ad-
dress, thanked the Chief Minister for organizing a spe-
cial event to celebrate the Prime Minister’s birthday. 

Talking about the importance of the day, he said 
‘Lord Vishwakarma is the architect of the universe 
while as PM, Narendra Modiji is the architect of the 
Moden India which is a pleasant coincidence since 
both have been fundamental in working for the up-
liftment of the country and thus his birthday is rightly 
termed as Jan Sewa Diwas.’ 

Speaking about Sikkim, Mr Madhav applauded the 
cleanliness of the state and said that the state has set 
an exemplary example by being one of the cleanest 
states of the country. 

He also said that the Centre has always given the 
state priority since it has set up various milestones for 
other states to replicate and learn from. 

He said that the sentiments of the Sikkimese peo-
ple would always be given precedence and thus the 
decision to withdraw the Centre’s decision to open 
Khangchendzonga for mountaineering and trekking 
from Sikkim. 

With regard to the special provisions of Article 
371F, Mr Madhav assured the Centre will not interfere 
with it.

The programme also saw a power-point presenta-
tion on cleanliness, menstrual hygiene and the need to 
ban single-use plastic and on Jal Shakti Abhiyan by the 
Rural Development Department. 

The Department of Social Welfare made a pre-
sentation on Poshan Maah and the pledge of Poshan 
Maah which was administered by the Governor.

Later the National General Secretary of the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party, Ram Madhav, the Chief Minister 
along with the dignitaries present donated blood at 
Manan Kendra.  

Earlier in the morning, the Chief Minister along 
with the Cabinet Ministers attended a cleanliness 
drive at the new STNM Hospital at Sochaygang. He 
also visited and interacted with patients there.

Similarly, Additional Chief Secretaries, Secretaries 
and other officials of Government of Sikkim attended 
the cleanliness drive at Lal Bazaar. 

Likewise, Secretary UDHD and Commissioner 
GMC attended the cleanliness drive at MG Marg. 

It was a mass movement cleanliness drive with a 
mission to keep the areas in and around Gangtok neat 
and clean.

Later, school students carried out an awareness 
drive promoting cleanliness.

PM’s birthday...

called the ENDS (Electronic nicotine delivery sys-
tems), which means production, manufacturing, im-
port, export, transport, sale, distribution and stor-
age and advertisement related to e cigarettes are all 
banned,” said Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, 
who had headed a Group of Ministers (GoM) on the 
issue. First-time violators will face a jail term of up to 
one year and a fine of Rs one lakh, and for subsequent 
offences, a jail term of up to three years or a fine of Rs 
5 lakh, or both have been prescribed, she said.

Storage of electronic-cigarettes shall also be pun-
ishable with an imprisonment up to 6 months or fine 
up to Rs 50,000 or both.

According to an official statement, the owners 
of existing stocks of e-cigarettes on the date of com-
mencement of the ordinance will have to declare and 
deposit the stocks with the nearest police station.

The government will immediately pass an ordi-
nance, subject to the approval of the President, and 
the matter will be taken up in the next Parliament ses-
sion, she said. However, e-cigarettes promoting trade 
bodies, users and other stakeholders slammed the 
government’s move to ban the “alternative” smoking 
device through the ordinance route, alleging it was a 
“draconian” step taken in haste to protect the conven-
tional cigarette industry. Association of Vapers India 
(AVI), an organisation representing e-cigarette users, 
also alleged that it is a black day for 11 crore smokers 
in India who have been deprived of safer options.

There was no immediate reaction from Philip 
Morris International.

Meanwhile, after the cabinet decision, cigarette 
stocks gained up to 5.5 per cent with shares of God-
frey Phillips India jumped 5.55 per cent and Golden 
Tobacco climbed 4.69 per cent on the BSE. Likewise, 
VST Industries rose by 3.43 per cent and ITC gained 
1.03 per cent.

Quoting reports, Sitharaman said for some youths 
e-cigarettes were becoming a “style statement” and 
“some who are probably getting into the habit of e-cig-
arettes as it seems cool. It is believed that there are 
more than 400 brands, none of which is manufactured 
yet in India. And they come in over 150 flavours.”

Asserting that the decision was taken, keeping in 
mind their impact on the youth of today, she also quot-
ed data, which she claimed was largely derived from 
the US’ experience, to highlight that there has been a 
77.8 percent increase in the use of e-cigarettes among 
school students and that surprisingly, use of such 
products by middle school students has also seen a 
rise of 48.5 percent.

Many Science based journals have already said 
that nearly 3 million people in US are regular users of 
e-cigarettes and in a matter of four to five years, be-
tween 2011 and 2015-16, there has been over 900 per 
cent growth in e-cigarettes in US, she said.

During the press briefing on the cabinet decisions, 
Sitharaman also showed e-cigarettes, which she as-
serted are easy and simple to use.

“It is believed that there are more than 400 brands, 
none of which is manufactured yet in India. And they 
come in over 150 flavours...also it is odourless. As a re-
sult somebody who smokes a cigarette will probabely 
smell even after he throws away the cigarette but with 
e-cigarettes you don’t even get the odour,” she said.

“But one important aspect, the smoke which is ex-
haled by the users of e-cigarettes contains very high 
level of residual nicotine which for people around 
standing as passive smokers, who accidently inhale, 
will affect them badly too. So the impact of e-cigarettes 
although it appears cool, has already cost a lot of con-
cern in the US and many western countries,” she said. 
Referring to reports of seven deaths in the US directly 
linked to e-cigarettes, the minister said many people 
will say the long term direct impact of e-cigarettes is 
yet to be scientifically established.

“But the Cabinet rightly thought its time we im-
mediately we took a decision so that the health of our 
citizens is not thrown to risk,” she said.

The official statement also said unlike the tried 
and tested nicotine and non-nicotine pharmacother-
apies that are known to help people quit tobacco use, 
the WHO does not endorse e-cigarettes as cessation 
aids. Apart from nicotine, e-cigarettes may also be used 
for delivery of other psychoactive substances, it added. 
The possibility of tobacco industry interference in tobac-
co cessation efforts through misinformation about the 
potential benefits of these products, which are present-
ed as alternatives but in most cases are complementa-
ry to the use of conventional tobacco products, also is 
a present and real possibility, the statement said. 

Union Cabinet...

During the course of the meeting, the Chief Minis-
ter also interacted with SDPO (Ravangla), ADC (Dev) 
Ravangla, SDM (Ravangla, Yangang), BDOs of Ravang-
la, Sikkip, Temi Tarku, Yangang and various other em-
ployees from Ravangla sub-division. 

After hearing them out, the CM said that the Gov-
ernment is in the process of constituting a Police Sta-
tion at Yangang, expediting the road construction pro-
cess particularly relating to localities connecting this 
sub-division. 

He also enquired after drinking water facilities 
and the current status of Sikkim University which is 
coming up at Yangang and many more pertinent mat-
ters. 

Moreover, he assured that delayed works at Rav-
angla and the surrounding areas will be looked into 
on priority basis.

Thereafter, the Chief Minister also met with the 
public of the surroundings locality. 

CM calls on...

Poshan Mela cum Exhibition 
held at Mangan

Poshan Maah at Machong School ICRI Spices Board conducts 
seminar at Namthang

31 girls in the fray for Miss Sikkim 2019 title
SaGaR ChETTRI
Gangtok, 18 Sept: 

Thirty-one contestants 
are in the fray for 

the title of Miss Sikkim 
2019 organised by Gang-
tok-based event manage-
ment company, Positude. 
The grand finale of this 
beauty pageant will be 
held on 05 October here 
at Manan Kendra. Out 
of 220 aspirants from 
across the State, 30 have 
been shortlisted in audi-
tions for the grand finale 
and one more through 
wildcard entry.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
Positude CEO, Gyurmila 
Bhutia mentioned that 
being the sixth edition 
of Miss Sikkim, Positude 
has added many new 
features in the contest 
to take it to the next lev-
el. She mentioned that 
contestants will work on 
health and hygiene this 
time and plan to install 
one first-aid kit in at least 
10 government schools.

The hostel entry for 
31 contestants is on 21 
September, which will be 
followed by photo shoot 
on 22 September and a 

plantation drive on 28 
September. The red-car-
pet event for contestants 
is scheduled to be held 
on 29 September and 
grand finale on 05 Octo-
ber at Manan Kendra.

Miss India Sikkim 
2018 is the choreogra-
pher for Miss Sikkim 
2019 and Farida Khan 
will be the makeup artist 
for the photo shoot and 
grand finale. Although 
the judges for the grand 
finale are yet to be con-
firmed it is expected 
that filmmaker Prashant 
Rasaily, young entrepre-
neur Kushan Zulca and 
international pageant 
director, Abhilekh Kalita 
will be on the panel.

Auditions for Miss 
Sikkim 2019 were held 
at Gangtok and Namchi 
in July which was judged 
by Ms Bhutia, Positude 
Managing Director, Ritu 
Chamling and photogra-
pher, Akashdeep Gazmer 
at Namchi and entrepre-
neur, Sonam Choden, An-
jali Chettri, Kushan Zulca 
and Sang Doma Tamang 
at Gangtok.

Ms Bhutia informed 
that series of activities 
are planned for the next 
16 days before the grand 
finale like interaction with 
children of an orphanage 
home at Sichey apart from 
daily routine of walk, zum-
ba, meditation, yoga, etc.

Current Miss Sik-

kim 2018, Rajeswari 
Chakraborty mentioned 
that the platform of Miss 
Sikkim helped her in 
growing as a person. 

“It has provided me lot of 
opportunities in the journey 
so far and I have been able 
to prove myself in some plat-
forms,” she expressed. 

In her message to this 
season’s contestants, she 
mentioned that Miss Sik-
kim is a good platform not 
only for modelling but it 
is a complete package for 
the overall development 
of a person. She further 
expressed her best wish-
es to 31 aspirants in this 
season. She also thanked 
Positude for creating this 
big platform.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 18 Sept:

Indian Cardamom Re-
search Institute, Tadong, 

the research wing of Spic-
es Board conducted one 
day seminar on “Dou-
bling the farmer’s income 
through organic practic-
es in large cardamom” 
at Krishi Vigyan Kendra, 
Namthang, South Sikkim 
on 17 Sept, 2019 in close 
coordination with Sr Sci-
entist & Head, KVK, IP Shi-
vakoti, Namthang. 

There were 74 par-
ticipants in the program 
which included farmers, 
government officials, 
SHGs and students of 
Central University of 
Sikkim, a press release 
informs.

Technical session of 
program started with the 
address by Mr Shivakoti, 
who had a detailed dis-
cussion on agro-forestry 
system and relevance to 
large cardamom, climatic 
changes and impact, in-
tegrated farming system 
synergistic to present 
scenario and betterment 
of farming community. 

Dy Director (Re-
search) i/c, ICRI, RRS, 
BA Gudade, Tadong ex-
plained about the pres-
ent scenario of carda-
mom production in the 
state and India, export 
and domestic consump-
tion, cultivation aspects 
of large cardamom in 

organic way, characteris-
tics of different cultivars, 
their growing habit and 
adaptation to different 
altitude, establishment 
of nursery and pre-req-
uisite of quality produce.

Scientist, ICRI, RRS, 
Ashutosh Gautam spoke 
about post-harvest man-
agement in large carda-
mom, quality attributes, 
scientific curing for qual-
ity produce, processing 
and value addition, mar-
ket potential for value 
added products from car-
damom, long term stor-
age, entrepreneurship 
and sources of funding 
for start ups, centers and 
institutes for skill devel-
opment in spice process-
ing and packaging.

Panchayat member, 
Geeta Sharma expressed 
her opinion on holistic 
approach in agriculture 
and requested the partic-
ipants to adopt scientific 
approach in farming and 
make it a career choice. 

The program also had 
an open discussion ses-
sion on the installation 
of ICRI Modified Bhatti, 
electric drier, value addi-
tion in spices and sourc-
es of financing.

The program ended 
with Ambika Devi Bhat-
tarai expressing her grat-
itude to the participants, 
KVK Namthang and Spic-
es Board for organizing 
the program.

Mangan, 18 Sept (IPR): 
As part of the ongoing 
Poshan Maah 2019 (Nu-
tritional Month), the 
Integrated Child Devel-
opment Services, North 
Sikkim organized a day 
long Poshan Mela cum 
Exhibition at Mangan 
Nagar Panchayat premis-
es on Tuesday.

The programme being 
organized under the ae-
gis of the National Rural 
Livelihood Mission and 

Mangan Nagar Panchayat 
which aims to disseminate 
the importance of nutri-
tion to the pregnant wom-
en and children.

Poshan Mela had show-
cased local nutritional food, 
fruits, grains and vegetables 
as to instill the importance 
of good nutrition in daily 
life of an individual.

Entire programme 
was carried out under 
the supervision of the 
CDPOs of north district.

Gangtok, 18 Sept (PIB): 
Field Outreach Bureau, 
Ministry of Information 
& Broadcasting, and So-
cial Justice and Welfare 
Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim jointly or-
ganized “Poshan Maah” 
at Machong Senior Sec-
ondary today. 

The programmes 
began with the pledge 
taken by the participant 
to make children, ado-
lescent and women of 
Sikkim healthy and 
strong with determi-
nation to make malnu-
trition free which was 
followed with hand 
wash demonstration by 
Aganwadi and ASHA.

Speaking on this oc-
casion, Mental Health 
Counselor, Yogesh 
Neopaney, PHC Machong 
stress a few points on 
health and hygiene he 
also said that some dis-
eases are very conta-
gious so its duty for the 
individual to keep their 
body clean and healthy.

State Nodal Officer, 
GM Subba elaborated 
the cause for anaemia 

and the symptoms which 
according to him may in-
clude fatigue, skin pallor, 
shortness of breath and 
dizziness. He urged that 
in cases of anaemia, one 
should visit the doctor and 
take medicine according 
to the prescription.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Panchyat Pres-
ident, Rewa Machong 
GPU, Monoj Rai who was 
also the chief guest said 
that the programme is 
beneficial for every par-
ticipants and he urged  
that the participant to 
spread the message for 
mass awareness among 
the people under Rewa 
Machong GPU. 

While speaking on the 
occasion, CDPO Pakyong, 
Samdup Tshering Bhu-
tia said that the Social 
Welfare Department has 
been celebrating Poshan 
Maah through the entire 
month of September in 
the state.

During the pro-
gramme, signature cam-
paign and quiz competi-
tion was held among the 
participants. 

South District administration 
observes Swachh Bharat abhiyan

Namchi 17 Sept (IPR): 
In compliance with the 
State Government direc-
tives to observe a state-
wide Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan, the South Dis-
trict Administration also 
observed the same in all 
the blocks today.

On the occasion, 
cleanliness drives was 
conducted in various Gov-
ernment departments, Sub 
Divisional Offices, Block 
Administrative Centres lo-
cated in the district where-
in heads of departments, 
officers and staff actively 
participated in these drives.

Similarly, District Hos-
pital Namchi also organ-
ised a blood donation pro-
gramme at the Hospital 
premises. District Collector 
(South), Ragul K along with 
other officers and staff do-
nated blood during the pro-
gramme. Present amongst 
others were CMO South, 
Sharda Rai, DMS South, SN 
Adhikari, Doctors, officers 
and staff of the hospital 
along with representatives 
from Block Administrative 
Centre Namchi.

Likewise, Swachha 
Bharat Abhiyan pro-
grammes were organized 

at all the GPUs under Pok-
lok Nandugoan BAC. The 
Panchayats, BAC and GPU 
staff participated in a day 
long cleanliness drive. 

Voice, a team of local 
youths of Namchi show-
cased power point presen-
tation on zero plastic use 
at Salghari School. BDO, 
Tenzing Bhutia, Officials, 
School staff and students 
participated in the aware-
ness programme. The 
team, Voice briefed on the 
importance of saving plan-
et by adopting a manner 
of self consciousness and 
dumping trash in correct 
ways. They also encour-
aged school kids to mini-
mize the use of plastic and 
make Salghari litter free.

BDO (Namchi), Babi-
ta Rai alongwith the BAC 
staff organized an aware-
ness drive on Jal Shakti 
Abhiyan and ban on sin-
gle use plastic at Govern-
ment Senior Secondary 
School, Kitam. The aim 
of this drive was to en-
courage and inform the 
students to put an end to 
single-use plastic and to 
coach them how to create 
a sustainable eco-friend-
ly environment.
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OBITUARY 
Mrs. PhupuLhamu Tenzing, 99, 
of Central Point Lodge building, 
Gangtok, Sikkim passed away 
peacefully in her sleep on 17 
Sept, 2019 at Manipal Referral 
Hospital. She is predeceased by 
her husband, late KezangTen-
zing, her eldest daughter, late 
Doma Pazo, two sons, late TN 
Tenzing (former DGP/Sikkim 
Police), late SW Tenzing  (for-
mer Chief  Secretary /Govt of 
Sikkim) and her grandson, late 
Tsewang  Penjo Pazo. 

A remarkable Lady who was ahead of her times, she firm-
ly believed that a good education for her fatherless children 
would allow them to face the world on equal terms and they 
didn’t disappoint her.

Fearlessly independent she lived by her principles till the end.
We celebrate her long and fruitful life.
Special thanks to the doctors and staff of Manipal Hospi-

tal  for their concern and compassionate care  and to 
friends and relatives who visited and showed their 
concern during her brief stay in the hospital. 

She is survived by her daughter,  Wangmu Ten-
zing,  daughter in law, Dr SaradaTenzing,  grandsons 
– Jigme Pazo, Karma Gyurmee,  Kuncheok Tenzing  

and Tshering Namgyal  and granddaughters – 
Tshering Palmo,  Karma Choden Tenzing and So-

nam Donka, daughters in law - Wawa Keditsu,  
GuineeTenzing and great grandchildren 

- Rinchen,  Jigmela and Aria . Her care-
taker, Lal Bahadur Tamang.

The funeral is on Friday, 20 
Sept, 2019 at 8.00am.

Regional ayurveda Research Institute 
organizes free health camp 

Gangtok, 17 Sept (IPR): 
Under the Poshan Maah 
being observed through 
September, a free health 
camp was organised at 
the District Administrative 
Centre here by the Regional 
Ayurveda Research Insti-
tute today. A total of 201 
people were treated at 
the health camp.

Patients were also 
screened for blood sug-
ar level and Hemoglobin. 
Out of the 201 patients, 
18 were found anemic 

and necessary medica-
tions were given to them 
during the camp. 

More than 30 pa-
tients were found hy-
perglycemic (High blood 
sugar levels).

Free Health check 
up, consultations and free 
distribution of medicines 
and IEC (Information, Ed-
ucation, communication) 
materials was also carried 
out during the camp. All the 
officers and staff of the Dis-
trict Administrative Centre 

and the public visiting the 
office availed of the facility 
during the Camp.

The Health Camp 
was conducted under 
the guidance of District 
Collector [East], Raj Ya-
dav, by Dr Shriprakash, 
Asst Director In-charge 
and his team from Re-
gional Ayurveda Research 
Institute, Tadong, Gang-
tok, comprising Dr Rahul 
Ghuse, RO, Dr Ashok Sinha, 
RO, Dr Ananya Saha, and 
LP Shrivastva and others.

ICDS centre inaugurated 
at Goskhan Dara

Dhungel adopts Tadong SSS under 
Swachta Hi Sewa initiative

ICFAI observes Swachh Bharat Mission

Vishwakarma Puja at 
Lingi Payong School 

Storytelling workshop 
at Dikchu School

Residential Training on Conflict 
Resolution & Financial Management

Sikkim Judicial academy organizes 
trainings for Court staff 

Gangtok, 18 Sept (PIB):
Conflict resolution is 
a way for two or more 
parties to find a peaceful 
solution to a disagree-
ment among them. The 
disagreement may be 
personal, financial, polit-
ical, or emotional. When 
a dispute arises, often 
the best course of action 
is negotiation to resolve 
the disagreement. Prop-
er financial management 

provides quality fuel and 
regular service to ensure 
efficient functioning of 
an organization’s finance. 

In an effort to up-
grade the skills of vari-
ous officials from Cen-
tral & State Government 
Departments, Academic 
Institutions, PSUs, etc., 
National Productivity 
Council (NPC) a national 
level organization under 
Ministry of Commerce 

& Industry, Government 
of India organizing vari-
ous Residential Training 
Program in different lo-
cations throughout the 
country. Economic Ser-
vices Group of NPC will 
be conducting one such 
Residential Training Pro-
gram on “Conflict Resolu-
tion & Financial Manage-
ment” at Gangtok, Sikkim 
- 23–27 Sept, 2019.

Director (Economic 

Services), Rajesh Sund, 
NPC, who is coordina-
tor of the program and 
also faculty for Financial 
Management has spec-
ified that this Training 
Program has been con-
ceptualized with the ob-
jective to provide aware-
ness and understanding 
for acquiring specific tac-
tical capabilities to man-
age conflict situations 
and various mechanisms 

of handling confronta-
tion and techniques for 
administrating conflict at 
the workplace.  Partici-
pants will also be enable 
the use of qualitative 
and quantitative tools 
and measures to dis-
tinguish the key finan-
cial risks, and tools for 
learning & developing 
unique strategies, im-
plement correctly and 
set financial targets.

aRPaN PRaDhaN
Gangtok, 18 Sept:

Tadong Senior Sec-
ondary School here 

organised a special pro-
gramme today to formalise 
the adoption of the school 
by area MLA GT Dhungel 
under the “Swachta Hi 
Sewa” initiative. 

The programme was 
attended by Joint Direc-
tor (East) and Assistant 
Director, Counsellors, 
members of the School 
Managing Committee, 
students and teachers. 

The programme start-
ed with the inauguration 
of the Atal Tinkering Lab-
oratory at the school by 
the MLA. Also on display 
were projects made by the 
school’s Science stream 
students and a special ex-
hibition of products made 
from waste materials by 
the students.

Principal, Doma L 
Zimba, appraised the 

gathering about the 
school’s present status 
and achievements. Dr 
HP Subedi, PGT Biology, 
highlighted the initia-
tives and contributions 
of the school towards 
achieving zero waste.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the MLA stressed 
the importance of all-
round development of 
the students. 

He stressed that stu-

dents be made aware 
about plastic pollution 
and expressed his belief 
that with the right effort, 
the school can perform 
well when it comes to re-
ducing the use of plastics.  

He urged all students 
and teachers to adopt a 
practical approach to-
wards life and extended 
his full support towards 
the welfare and uplift-
ment of the school.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 18 Sept:

ICFAI University Sik-
kim observed Swachh 

Bharat Mission on the 
eve of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s birth-
day on Tuesday, a press 
release informs.

All the students and 
staff of ICFAI University 
participated in a clean-
liness drive to clean the 
work place and Universi-
ty Campus as part of Swa-
chh Bharat Abhiyan on 
17 Sept, 2019. More than 
200 students, non-teach-
ing staff and faculty 
members from the uni-
versity participated in 
this campaign. This is the 
fourth time that such an 
initiative has been taken 
by the university.

The University has 
also decided to provide 
two academic credits 
to students who are 
undertaking summer 
internships under Swa-
chh Bharat Abhiyan ac-
tivities. 

“In this academic 
year’s summer intern-
ship, it is expected that 

the students will not 
only participate in the 
overall cleanliness in the 
villages/slums but will 
also help in setting up 
systems for sustaining 
cleanliness/sanitation 
efforts under Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan,” the Vice 
Chancellor, Dr Jagannath 

Patnaik said.
“These efforts are ex-

pected to provide a great 
learning experience in 
the Indian context to 
the students across the 
country and would help 
in improving the overall 
quality of education,” the 
release mentions.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 18 Sept:

Sikkim Judicial Acad-
emy organized two 

training programmes for 
the staff of High Court of 
Sikkim, the Subordinate 
Courts, Sikkim Judicial 
Academy and Consumer 
Forums of all the districts 
of Sikkim. 

The first training 
was on Specific Duties 
& Responsibilities, Im-
portance of maintaining 
records, Issuance of pro-
cesses-the Law and im-
plication, Confidentiality, 
Attitude towards Judicial 

Officers, Advocates and 
litigants and Service of 
summons-chal lenges 
and solutions. 

The participants of 
this programme were 
Peshkars, Process Serv-
ers, Nazirs and Staff at-
tached to the courtrooms 
of all the District Courts. 
The Resource Person 
for this programme was 
Learned Registrar, Kar-
ma Wangchuk Bhutia, 
High Court of Sikkim. 

The second training 
was a Computer Course 
on Ubuntu OS, CIS, Na-
tional Judicial Data Grid 

and High Court Software 
and other softwares. The 
participants of this pro-
gramme were Officers 
and staff of High Court, 
Subordinate Courts, Sik-
kim Judicial Academy 
and Consumer Forum of 
all Districts. 

The Resource Per-
sons for this programme 
were Section Officer, 
Yoland Christopher, Dis-
trict & Sessions Court, 
East, and Senior System 
Officer, Rudra Rimal, 
High Court of Sikkim. 
Both the programmes 
were very interactive.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 18 Sept:

Goskhan Dara ICDS cen-
tre at New Shopping 

Complex, Singtam Bazaar, 
was inaugurated today by 

Health Minister, Dr MK 
Sharma, who is also the 
area MLA, in presence of 
UD&HD Minister, Arun 
Upreti, and Principal Di-
rector/ICDS, SJ&WD.

SUMMIT REPORT
Lingi Payong, 17 Sept:

Vishwakarma Puja 
was celebrated at 

Lingi Payong School on 
Tuesday with much fer-
vor and joy. 

The programme was 
held in the IT lab where 
students and teachers 
offered prayers to Lord 
Viswakarma who is con-
sidered the greatest of 
architects and creator of 
the universe.

The teachers and 

students worshipped 
the machinery and tools 
available in the school. 

The puja was organ-
ised by the teachers and 
involved teachers, students, 
parents and SMC members. 

The puja was or-
ganised in the school 
to bring some cultural 
learning to the students 
about their traditions 
and customs. This is 
for the first time that 
such a celebration was 
organised at the school. 

WaNGChUK BhUTIa
Mangan, 17 Sept:

A local indigenous 
story sharing work-

shop was organised for 
primary school students 
(Classes 3–6) of Dikchu 
Senior Secondary School 
at Dikchu, East Sikkim on 
16 Sept, 2019. 

Filmmaker and pas-
sionate Eco-Local Sto-
ryteller, Minket Lepcha, 
was present as a resource 
person for the workshop. 

Ms Lepcha shared 
folktales with the students 
and helped them explore 
ideas of self belief, local 
flora & fauna and the riv-
ers through her stories. 

The students were 
asked to draw and then 
build stories based on 
their pictures and the 
children created beau-
tiful stories about the 
mountains, the rivers, 
the yetis, the jungle, the 
animals, etc.
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Easily Compromised, 
Inadequately Incensed 

This is not how the young can be kept safe

There was an incident not very long ago, could 
not have been more than three years back when 

a septuagenarian was beaten up by his nephew. 
When news of the incident first arrived, most peo-
ple clucked at the degeneration of our times and of 
how age no longer commanded respect. As more de-
tails unraveled, while the sense of degeneration was 
reinforced, the sympathies had shifted. Apparently, 
the septuagenarian was a pedophile, and among 
the victims he had preyed upon, was his nephew’s 
child. The incident had come to light when parents 
of other victims had come to know of the pedophile 
among them and had lodged a police complaint. But 
that was not when he was roughed up. Apparently, 
the matter was settled out of court when the extend-
ed family negotiated a settlement and a punishment. 
The pervert was to be socially ostracized by the vil-
lage and the family. The nephew “lost it” when the 
predator was allowed back into the village within 
a few months on the justification that he was of ad-
vanced age and repentant. It is worrying that most 
people still not see the depravity of what had been 
engineered in this case until the High Court took no-
tice. While the cops were all fine with the “compro-
mise” arranged in the child molestation case, they 
did their job and picked up the nephew on assault 
charges. When the High Court was hearing an appeal 
on the assault case, it learned of the obnoxious ne-
gotiations which had gone sour to cause the assault. 
The Court ordered the cops to investigate the origi-
nal case. One does not know what happened of that 
investigation, but this one episode which got “outed”, 
should have opened the can of worms that the soci-
ety at large does very well to keep packed in Sikkim. 

The horrors that visit victims of child abuse are 
too inadequately handled by the society and its 
systems. Imagine the anger, frustration and hate 
that a victim will grow up into when s/he realizes 
that the perpetrator, even after being exposed and 
caught, was allowed to walk free without being held 
to account. It should worry Sikkim that the kind of 
subversion carried out in the case mentioned above 
although shocking and disturbing for some, are not 
necessarily rare. Criminal acts, especially offences 
against women and children, are more pervasive 
than accepted and unfortunately less prosecut-
ed than is necessary for women and children to be 
made safe in this off-balance society. The criminal-
ly-inclined will commit excesses, that is a tendency 
they have been allowed to nurture and get away 
with, and every time they are ‘saved’ from the pun-
ishment, and victims refused the justice that the so-
ciety owes them, the perpetrators are emboldened 
and the victims further smothered. 

Institutions in our country are geared to instinc-
tively circle the wagons around their own even when 
though the victims should command all the sympa-
thy.  This attitude makes for a dangerous mix with 
the patriarchal instincts in which genuine sensitivity 
towards women and children becomes a stillborn 
pursuit. The incident shared here fleshes out all that 
is wrong with the tokenisms being paid to women 
and child welfare and amplify the societal failures 
and failure of organizations and committees spe-
cifically tasked with looking out for them. And let’s 
accept it, even the commissions tasked with looking 
after the welfare and interests of women and chil-
dren were not born out of the society’s realization to 
have specialist organizations for the job. These orga-
nizations are there because a central rule mandates 
them and because there are funds to sustain them. 
While this is not to suggest that such organizations 
are useless, but it also needs to be accepted that they 
not very motivated either. Otherwise, “compromise” 
of any offence against women or children should at-
tract immediate condemnation from such organiza-
tions. Most times, however, these groups don’t even 
come to know of such moves being afoot because 
they obviously don’t keep track of the cases. But why 
blame the organizations when the society itself con-
spires against its young so often?

Given the nexus of connections which most in-
stitutions and organizations and even the society at 
large have become, priorities are always misplaced 
and reprehensive responses unleashed often. These 
problems cannot be corrected with more rules and 
more laws – what is required is wider sensitivity and 
a clear checklist of due processes. Since individuals 
are routinely failing in what is expected of them, the 
institution should be made such that there is a pre-
scribed code and a transparent process which needs 
to be followed whenever a complaint is lodged or an 
incident comes to light. Personal prejudices, and we 
are a nation which is deeply prejudiced on all issues, 
need to be snuffed out, and this will happen only when 
guidelines are detailed and digressions severely penal-
ized. Until that happens tokenism will rule.

Mugabe is dead, but old men 
still run southern africa

Are the Amazon fires a crime against humanity?

hENNING MELBER
theconversation.com

The death of Robert Gabriel Mugabe (95) saw 
another of the first-generation leaders of new-

ly independent southern African states leave the 
world stage.

Southern Africa was the last region on the con-
tinent to obtain majority rule. The independence of 
Zimbabwe (1980), Namibia (1990) and democracy 
in South Africa (1994) ended white settler minori-
ty regimes. They were replaced in power by liber-
ation movements. The Zimbabwe African National 
Union (Zanu, later Zanu-PF), the South West Afri-
can People’s Organisation (Swapo) and the African 
National Congress (ANC) have been in government 
since then.

Mugabe’s death invites a look at the succession 
– or lack of – in these three countries.

Despite the cultivation of heroic narratives 
and patriotic history, the first-generation freedom 
fighters who took over the state offices are not 
immortal. Mugabe’s male-dominated leadership 
structures based on liberation struggle credentials 
remain entrenched.

In all three countries a second struggle gener-
ation is gradually entering the higher echelons of 
party and state. But the “born free” – people who 
were born after liberation – as well as women have 
hardly made significant inroads into the merito-
cratic, male-dominated core structures of power.

The question is how much longer the “old 
men syndrome” will remain alive and kicking in 
the three countries, despite growing frustration 
among the politically powerless.
ZIMBaBWE

Celebrated by many as an icon of the anti-co-
lonial struggle, Mugabe was nevertheless an auto-
cratic ruler who overstayed his time in office. The 
military finally replaced him with his longtime 
confidante Emmerson Mnangagwa in a soft coup in 
November 2017.

Mnangagwa’s sidelining was initiated by Mug-
abe’s younger wife Grace (born in 1965, she was 
40 years his junior) to hijack the succession of her 
husband. She led a group of Zanu-PF members, 
dubbed the G40 (for Generation 40). The name 
referred to a constitutional clause that everyone 
above the age of 40 qualified as a presidential 
candidate. But, the military and security appa-
ratus and its leadership was still firmly rooted 
in the struggle generation and opted for “Team 
Lacoste” named after “the Crocodile”, which is 
Mnangagwa’s nickname.

This ended the political careers of the G40. So far, 
the “elders” remain in charge and in firm control.

Morgan Tsvangirai (born 1952) founded the 

Movement for Democratic Change-Tsvangirai in 
1999. The opposition party has been denied elec-
toral victory several times since 2002.

After Tsvangirai’s death earlier this year the 
much younger Nelson Chamisa (born in 1978) won 
the internal party power struggle. He challenged 
Mnangagwa in the elections in July last year.

Thanks mainly to rural area results, Zanu-PF 
recorded a landslide victory in the parliamentary 
elections. Mnangagwa also secured a (disputed) 
and much more narrow first term in office as elect-
ed head of state.

This is partly due to a continued stricter social 
control in rural areas. Political interaction and ac-
tivities in villages can be much more easily moni-
tored than in urban areas. But it also suggests that 
traditional values – such as respect for elders – re-
main alive. This gives the generation in power a 
comparative advantage over younger competitors.

Similar generational constellations also ben-
efited the governing parties in Namibia and 
South Africa.
NaMIBIa

Namibia has had three state presidents since 
independence in 1990. Sam Nujoma, co-founder of 
Swapo in 1960, was its president until 2007 and 
the country’s first head of state for three terms un-
til 2005. In May he celebrated his 90th birthday in 
seemingly good health. Though he remains influen-
tial, he has been less visible lately.

In a heavy-handed inner-party battle he en-
sured that his crown prince Hifikepunye Pohamba 
(born 1936) followed for two terms. Pohamba was 
succeeded by Namibia’s first Prime Minister Hage 
Geingob (born 1941).

After a clash with Nujoma, Geingob left Namib-
ia to head the Global Coalition for Africa in Wash-
ington. Returning to Namibia’s parliament, he 
made a comeback under Pohamba. Reappointed as 
Prime Minister in 2012, he became state president 
in 2015 and party leader in 2017.

Geingob is tipped to be reelected as head of 
state for another five-year term in the next presi-
dential and parliamentary elections in November. 
His current Vice President Nangolo Mbumba is the 
same age. In the Swapo electoral college on 7 Sep-
tember he secured another top ranking on the par-
ty’s candidate list for the National Assembly and 
will remain in the inner circle of “Team Hage”.

Five years ago the delegates, in a surprise move, 
ousted some of the old party cadres. But the elders 
remained dominant in cabinet. This time the ex-
pected further generational shift did not happen.

Party president Geingob could also fill ten 
secure seats on the electoral list and brought 
some of those seniors back, who did not make 
the cut. As the head of state he can appoint an-

other eight non-voting members to parliament. 
This will allow him to retain several more of 
the trusted old cadres.

Despite this, Namibia’s second struggle genera-
tion (those who went into exile in the mid-1970s) 
is gradually taking over.
SOUTh afRICa

Nelson Mandela,(1918-2013) served only 
one term as state president. His successors Tha-
bo Mbeki and Jacob Zuma (both born 1942) were 
recalled by the ANC and did not survive the full 
two terms in office.

Zuma was succeeded by Cyril Ramaphosa. 
Born in 1952, he is ten years younger than his 
predecessor.

Inter-generational tensions have begun to 
show in South Africa. In the latest national elec-
tions young South Africans, or “born frees”, showed 
their disdain for the ANC’s old guard and agenda 
by staying away from the polls as a form of protest.

This younger generation has shown its frustra-
tion with the limits to liberation. Many dismiss for-
mal politics. Their preference is to engage in social 
movements or other parties.

One such choice is to support Julius Malema 
(born 1981) and his Economic Freedom Fighters 
(EFF) which was founded in 2013 and appeals to a 
smaller pan-African segment of the younger gener-
ation. But the party’s election results remained be-
hind its expectations and kept it in a distant third 
place, garnering only 10,80% in the latest polls.
ThE fUTURE

For obvious reasons, the first-generation free-
dom fighters, who took over the state offices after 
liberation, continue to place a high value on senior-
ity in age.

Younger generations of leaders and women 
make only limited inroads into the structures of 
power, and the “born free” are not represented.

Rather, the second struggle generation is mov-
ing upward to take over, maintaining a system 
which leaves little room for renewal beyond the 
confines of individual credentials within the ranks 
of the former liberation movements.

The continued cultivation of a heroic narrative 
and patriotic history includes the internalised con-
ception that freedom fighters never retire. Theirs is 
a lifelong struggle. “A luta continua” remains alive 
as long as they are.

But this is a backward looking perspective, nur-
tured by a romanticised past. It blocks new ideas 
and visions by younger generations contributing 
to governance, which would create ownership and 
make them feel represented. It prevents rather 
than creating a common future.

[the writer is Extraordinary Professor, Department 
of Political Sciences, University of Pretoria]

TaRa SMITh
theconversation.com

Fires in the Brazilian Amazon have 
jumped 84% during President Jair 

Bolsonaro’s first year in office and in 
July 2019 alone, an area of rainforest 
the size of Manhattan was lost every 
day. The Amazon fires may seem be-
yond human control, but they’re not 
beyond human culpability.

Bolsonaro ran for president 
promising to “integrate the Amazon 
into the Brazilian economy”. Once 
elected, he slashed the Brazilian envi-
ronmental protection agency budget 
by 95% and relaxed safeguards for 
mining projects on indigenous lands. 
Farmers cited their support for Bol-
sonaro’s approach as they set fires to 
clear rainforest for cattle grazing.

Bolsonaro’s vandalism will be 
most painful for the indigenous peo-
ple who call the Amazon home. But 
destruction of the world’s largest 
rainforest may accelerate climate 
change and so cause further suffering 
worldwide. For that reason, Brazil’s 
former environment minister, Marina 
Silva, called the Amazon fires a crime 
against humanity.

From a legal perspective, this 
might be a helpful way of prosecuting 
environmental destruction. Crimes 
against humanity are international 
crimes, like genocide and war crimes, 

which are considered to harm both 
the immediate victims and humanity 
as a whole. As such, all of humankind 
has an interest in their punishment 
and deterrence.
hISTORICaL PRECEDENT

Crimes against humanity were 
first classified as an international 
crime during the Nuremberg trials 
that followed World War II. Two Ger-
man Generals, Alfred Jodl and Lothar 
Rendulic, were charged with war 
crimes for implementing scorched 
earth policies in Finland and Nor-
way. No one was charged with 
crimes against humanity for caus-
ing the unprecedented environmen-
tal damage that scarred the post-war 
landscapes though.

Our understanding of the Earth’s 
ecology has matured since then, yet 
so has our capacity to pollute and 
destroy. It’s now clear that the con-
sequences of environmental destruc-
tion don’t stop at national borders. 
All humanity is placed in jeopardy 
when burning rainforests flood the 
atmosphere with CO₂ and exacerbate 
climate change.

Holding someone like Bolsonaro 
to account for this by charging him 
with crimes against humanity would 
be a world first. If successful, it could 
set a precedent which might stim-
ulate more aggressive legal action 
against environmental crimes. But do 

the Amazon fires fit the criteria?
Prosecuting crimes against hu-

manity requires proof of widespread 
and systematic attacks against a civil-
ian population. If a specific part of the 
global population is persecuted, this 
is an affront to the global conscience. 
In the same way, domestic crimes are 
an affront to the population of the 
state in which they occur.

When prosecuting prominent Na-
zis in Nuremberg, the US chief pros-
ecutor, Robert Jackson, argued that 
crimes against humanity are com-
mitted by individuals, not abstract 
entities. Only by holding individuals 
accountable for their actions can 
widespread atrocities be deterred 
in future.

The International Criminal 
Court’s Chief Prosecutor, Fatou Ben-
souda, has promised to apply the ap-
proach first developed in Nuremberg 
to prosecute individuals for interna-
tional crimes that result in significant 
environmental damage. Her recom-
mendations don’t create new envi-
ronmental crimes, such as “ecocide”, 
which would punish severe environ-
mental damage as a crime in itself. 
They do signal, however, a growing 
appreciation of the role that environ-
mental damage plays in causing harm 
and suffering to people.

The International Criminal Court 
was asked in 2014 to open an inves-

tigation into allegations of land-grab-
bing by the Cambodian government. 
In Cambodia, large corporations and 
investment firms were being given 
prime agricultural land by the gov-
ernment, displacing up to 770,000 
Cambodians from 4m hectares of 
land. Prosecuting these actions as 
crimes against humanity would be a 
positive first step towards holding in-
dividuals like Bolsonaro accountable.

But given the global consequenc-
es of the Amazon fires, could environ-
mental destruction of this nature be 
legally considered a crime against all 
humanity? Defining it as such would be 
unprecedented. The same charge could 
apply to many politicians and business 
people. It’s been argued that oil and gas 
executives who’ve funded disinforma-
tion about climate change for decades 
should be chief among them.

Charging individuals for envi-
ronmental crimes against humanity 
could be an effective deterrent. But 
whether the law will develop in time 
to prosecute people like Bolsonaro 
is, as yet, uncertain. Until the Inter-
national Criminal Court prosecutes 
individuals for crimes against hu-
manity based on their environmental 
damage, holding individuals crimi-
nally accountable for climate change 
remains unlikely.

[the writer is Lecturer in 
Law, Bangor University]
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Mizoram yet to receive Rs 350 crore 

from Centre for Bru repatriation
aizawl, Sep 18 (PTI): 
Mizoram government 
has not yet received Rs 
350 crore from the Cen-
tre for the proposed 
repatriation of 4,447 
Bru families from six 
relief camps in Tripura, 
a senior state Home de-
partment official said on 
Wednesday.

The repatriation pro-
cess will begin from Oc-
tober one.

The Centre had ap-
proved an amount of Rs 
350 crore for the repatri-
ation of the Brus during a 
Joint Monitoring Group 
meeting, chaired by 
Special Secretary (in-
ternal security), Minis-
try of Home Affairs, A P 
Maheswari on Septem-
ber 6 in New Delhi, the 
official said.

“The approved 
amount of Rs 350 crore 
would cover transporta-
tion and rehabilitation 
package expenses, which 
includes Rs 5,000 per 
month for each resettled 
Bru family in Mizoram 
and free ration for two 
years,” he said.

Mizoram Home sec-
retary Lalbiakzama told 
PTI that the state govern-
ment was yet to receive 
the Rs 350 crore and also 
the minutes of the meet-

ing of the Joint Monitor-
ing Group (JMG) on Bru 
repatriation held on Sep-
tember six in which the 
road map for the ninth 
and final repatriation 
process was approved.

“The repatriation 
can begin with the Rs 65 
crore left unspent during 
the last repatriation ef-
fort last year,” Lalbiakza-
ma said, adding that the 
process would be under-
taken with the availabili-
ty of funds.

A meeting of the NGO 
Coordination Commit-
tee, an umbrella body of 
major civil societies and 

student associations of 
Mizoram on Wednes-
day welcomed the pro-
posed repatriation and 
expressed the wish that 
all the Brus in the relief 
camps, who are bona fide 
residents of Mizoram, 
would return during the 
process. The civil societ-
ies, in a press statement, 
said that the people of 
Mizoram were welcoming 
the Brus with open arms.

The repatriated Brus 
would be resettled in 
Mizoram’s Mamit, Kola-
sib and Lunglei district.

Thousands of Brus 
fled to Tripura in 1997 

in the wake of a com-
munal tension triggered 
by the killing of a forest 
guard by militants inside 
Dampa Tiger Reserve .

The Centre and the 
governments of Mizoram 
and Tripura have made 
multiple attempts to re-
patriate the Brus to their 
home state since 2009, 
but the majority of them 
stayed back in the relief 
camps, citing inadequate 
rehabilitation package.

The government has 
promised to deposit Rs 4 
lakh in the bank account 
of every repatriated fam-
ily. It has also assured 

a sum of Rs 1.5 lakh as 
housing assistance, free 
ration and Rs 5000 for 
other expenses for two 
years. The first attempt 
to repatriate the Brus 
in November 2009 had 
fizzled out following the 
murder of a Mizo youth 
at Bungthuam village in 
Mamit district. The mur-
der had also triggered a 
fresh wave of exodus.

The Bru community, 
also called Reangs, is 
among the 21 sched-
uled tribes in the coun-
try. They are scattered 
across Assam, Mizoram 
and Tripura.

BJD claims 32,000 fake 
Kalia beneficiaries

Bhubaneswar, Sep 18 
(PTI): The ruling BJD 
on Wednesday claimed 
that 32,000 ineligible 
beneficiaries availed fi-
nancial assistance under 
the state’s flagship Kalia 
scheme, a day after state 
Agriculture and Farmer 
Empowerment Minister 
Arun Kumar Sahoo said 
that there were 3.41 fake 
beneficiaries.

BJD spokesman P K 
Deb rejected the Agri-
culture and Farmer Em-
powerment minister’s 
statement made on Tues-
day that 3.41 lakh fake 
beneficiaries have been 
provided over Rs 170 
crore under the Krushak 
Assistance for Livelihood 
and Income Augmenta-
tion (Kalia) scheme.

Deb claimed that 
the number of fake Ka-
lia beneficiaries were 
32,000 and not 3.41 lakh 
as stated by the minister.

The BJD spokesman 
said: “12,000 large farm-
ers and 20,000 govern-
ment employees and 
pension holders are fake 
beneficiaries.”

Deb said that mul-
tiple members of the 
same eligible families 
who have received KA-
LIA assistance are not 
ineligible.

“The assistance re-
leased to them shall be 
adjusted in subsequent 
instalments within five 
years,” he said.

Similarly, he said 
9,000 minors who have 
also received the assis-

tance. Their families are 
eligible. “We will stream-
line it in five years,” he said 
adding that the money 
will be retrieved from the 
large farmers who have 
got Kalia assistance.

“The margin of error 
is only 0.62 per cent. It 
is not at all a scam as al-
leged by opposition par-
ties,” Deb said.

Opposition BJP, how-
ever, demanded an im-
partial inquiry into the 
selection of Kalia bene-
ficiaries. “Rs 170 crore 
is involved in the scam. 
Therefore, we demand 
an impartial inquiry. 
Chief Minister, Finance 
Minister and Agriculture 
Minister should return 
Rs 170 crore to the state,” 
said BJP leader Prithi-
wiraj Harichandan. Con-

gress also criticised the 
state government over 
distribution of financial 
assistance among the in-
eligible beneficiaries.

“The government 
cannot retrieve money 
from the people.

They may seek refund 
from 20,000 government 
employees and pension 
holders and not for oth-
ers,” said Congress MLA 
Suresh Routray.

Congress will hit the 
streets and gherao all 
the block offices, district 
collector’s office against 
“misutilisation” of public 
money, Routray said.

Chief Minister 
Naveen Patnaik has said 
that the ineligible bene-
ficiaries will be urged to 
return the money they 
have received.

Bamboo products factory 
inaugurated at Temi Tea Eastate

NITESh R PRaDhaN
Namchi, 17 Sept:

Temi Tea has been ex-
ploring options to di-

versify and in the latest in-
stance, a bamboo products 
factory was inaugurated at 
the tea estate today.

Apart from bamboo 
products, the factory, 
funded by the National 
Bamboo Mission under 
the State Bamboo Mis-
sion, will also manu-

facture handicrafts and 
incense sticks providing 
employment to many lo-
cal youth.

Animal Protection 
Board member, Girish 
Shah, was present for the 
inauguration along with 
Devendra Sharma from 
the Ministry of Culture. 
They donated twelve 
cows to the estate to as-
sist further diversifica-
tion of the tea estate.

SKM CLC president, 
TT Bhutia, was also pres-
ent in the opening func-
tion along with MD, Temi 
Tea, Mrinalini Srivastava, 
NHPC Coordinator Durga 
Prasad along with the 
workers and locals.

A badminton court, 
funded by Construction 
Workers Welfare Board 
of the Labour Depart-
ment, was also inaugu-
rated today.

Lightning kills 18 
people in Bihar

Patna, Sep 18 (PTI): At 
least 18 people were 
killed in Bihar in light-
ning strikes during heavy 
rainfall since Tuesday, 
officials said here on 
Wednesday.

According to the Bi-
har Disaster Manage-
ment Department, light-
ning claimed altogether 
18 lives with Gaya and 
Kaimur accounting for 
three casualties each, 
followed by Patna, Bho-
jpur, East Champaran, 
Siwan and Arwal (two 
each) and Katihar and 
Jehanabad districts 
(one each).

Heavy rain lashed 
several parts of the 

state since Tuesday af-
ternoon, which contin-
ued till the early hours 
of Wednesday.

According to the 
weather department, 
Patna recorded 95.5 mm 
of rainfall followed by 
Darbhanga (75.2 mm), 
Dehri (59.6 mm), Forbes-
ganj (51.4 mm) Chhapra 
(44.6 mm), Supaul (39.1 
mm) and Muzaffarpur 
(21.4 mm).

Bihar has recorded 
deficient rainfall this 
year, and the state cabi-
net had last week marked 
102 blocks of 18 districts 
for special assistance in 
the wake of a drought-
like situation.

Vinesh qualifies for Tokyo Olympics, Pooja 
stays in hunt for second World medal

aMaNPREET SINGh
Nur-Sultan (Kazakh-
stan), Sep 18 (PTI): Vinesh 
Phogat became the first 
Indian wrestler to qual-
ify for the Tokyo Olym-
pics while Pooja Dhanda 
gave herself a chance to 
become the country’s 
only female wrestler to 
win two World Champi-
onships medals, here on 
Wednesday. Vinesh held 
off world number one 
Sarah Ann Hildebrandt 
with some superlative 
defense in her second 
repechage round.

At least five times, 
Sara had got hold of 
Vinesh’s right leg but 
with her immense up-
per-body strength, the 
Indian did not let her ri-
val take advantage and 
won 8-2.

After being placed 
in an extremely tough 
53kg draw, Vinesh had 
lost to reigning champi-
on Mayu Mukaida in the 
second round. In her first 
repechage round, she 
had easily dispatched 
Ukraine’s Yuliia Kha-
valdzhy Blahinya 5-0.

Pooja Dhanda added 
to the elation of the Indi-
an camp by reaching the 
semifinals in 59kg, which 
is non-Olympic category.

Pooja, who won 
a bronze at the 2018 
Worlds in Budapest, 
turned it around re-
markably against Japan’s 
Yuzuka Inagaki after 
trailing 0-5. She got back 
in the match but was still 
behind 4-7. From there, 
the Indian pulled off a 
sensational move, slip-
ping from under the Jap-
anese to go behind for a 
take-down. With just 40 
seconds left, Pooja was 
still behind but soon 

pulled off a four-point 
move to take the lead and 
then held on to that to 
ensure her passage into 
semifinals.

She beat Belarus’ Kat-
siaryna Hanchar by tech-
nical superiority in her 
pre-quarterfinal and now 
faces Russian Liubov 
Ovcharova, the 2017 Eu-
ropean champion.

Pooja had become 
only the fourth Indian 
to win a Worlds medal 
at Budapest last year 
and now can become 
the first female wrestler 
to win two.

Only Bajrang Punia 
has two medals to show 
at Worlds. While it has 
been a spectacular ca-
reer for Vinesh with gold 
medals at the CWG and 
the Asian Games, none of 
her three attempts at the 
World Championship re-
sulted in a podium finish.

Now competing in her 
fourth Worlds, she is one 
win away from her maid-
en medal and standing in 
her way is Greek wrestler 
Maria Prevolaraki. “I am 
happy and relieved that I 
am going to Tokyo but it’s 
not over yet. I have a med-
al bout and I don’t want to 
miss that,” Vinesh said as 
she walked into the train-
ing area.

Navjot Kaur gave her 
a hug and the Indian 
camp, which has endured 
tough times in the ini-
tial days, was gleaming. 
There were handshakes 
but coach Woller Akos 
was still not smiling. He 
was still seriously dis-
cussing something with 
Vinesh, probably what 
she needs to do in her 
next bout. At the begin-
ning itself, Vinesh put 
pressure on Sarah, taking 

2-0 with a take-down on 
double leg attack. The 
American thrice attacked 
Vinesh’s right leg in the 
first period and twice in 
the second but the Indian 
kept her on the ground, 
using all her power.

That is what clinched 
it for Vinesh. Whenever 
she got the opportunity, 
she converted attacks 
into take-down points. 
Countering the American 
was not new for Vinesh, 
who had beaten Sarah at 
the beginning of this sea-
son at Dan-Kolov tourna-
ment in Bulgaria, imme-
diately after switching to 
53kg category from 50kg.

In the first repechage, 
the Ukrainian largely 
went for head-locks but 
Vinesh not only defend-
ed well she timed her 
double-leg attacks to log 
take-down points.

Seema Bisla, however, 
missed Olympic qualifi-
cation in 50kg after los-
ing her second repechage 
round 3-11 to Russia’s 
Ekaterina Poleshchuk. In 
the 76kg, Kiran had rat-
tled her German oppo-
nent Aline Rotter to lead 
4-0 but lost five points in 
a row in the second pe-
riod to lose the opening 
bout 4-5. She paid the 
price for being over-de-
fensive but still has a 
chance to get into repe-
chage since the German 
is still alive. Much was 
expected from Sarita Mor 
after her shock victory 
over Pooja Dhanda in 
the trials but she was far 
from her usual aggres-
sive self on Wednesday. 
Up against Moldova’s 
Anastasia Nichita, she re-
mained defensive, losing 
the 57kg Qualification 
bout 1-5.

Grievance help desk 
for UP migrants 

settled in Mumbai

Mumbai, Sep 18 (PTI): 
Uttar Pradesh depu-
ty Chief Minister Kes-
hav Prasad Maurya has 
launched a special help 
desk for the migrants set-
tled in Mumbai in a bid to 
resolve issues faced by 
them in their home state 
without the need for 
travelling physically.

The help desk will as-
sist them in filing police 
complaints and resolving 
issues related to agricul-
ture etc.

without requiring 
them to travel to Uttar 
Pradesh.

Maurya launched an 
email and a telephone 
number to help people 

who often have to trav-
el to the northern state 
from Mumbai to file com-
plaints or to follow up, an 
official said.

According to the se-
nior official of the Uttar 
Pradesh government, the 
initiative was kicked off a 
week ago and has seen a 
barrage of complaints al-
ready.

Speaking to PTI, Mau-
rya said, “Delegations 
led by our north Indian 
leaders here apprised 
me (about) the need for 
this facility for those liv-
ing in Mumbai and who 
find it hard to raise their 
concerns in their home 
state (UP).
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Mid-field pivot Sahal wants to become ‘Indian Messi’

PhILEM DIPaK SINGh
New Delhi, Sep 18 (PTI): 
Just seven matches old, 
but mid-fielder Sahal Ab-
dul Samad has already 
brought some fresh air in 
the Indian football team 
with his dribbling, feints 
and turns.

Not surprisingly, 
the youngster wants 
to mould himself like 
Argentine maestro, Li-
onel Messi.

The 22-year-old Ker-
ala player made an im-
mediate impact in his 
debut match against Cu-
racao in the King’s Cup 
in June and within four 
months, he has become 
the mid-field pivot of the 
Indian football team.

In the historic goal-
less draw against Asian 
champions Qatar in the 
World Cup qualifiers last 
week, Sahal showed his 
prodigious talent against 
his more fancied oppo-
nents, as he and right 
winger Udanta Singh got 
a couple of half chances 
on the counter.

“I love dribbling, gun-
ning for a sprint etc and I 
love to do that wherever I 
play. I love to put through 
balls, penetrate the de-
fence, attack with the 
ball. I’m a fan of Lionel 
Messi, I watch him a lot 
and try to learn as much 
as possible,” Sahal told 
PTI in an interview.

“That’s my way of 
playing as every player 
has their way of playing 
styles,” he added.

Sahal is one of the 

youngsters blooded into 
the national team by new 
head coach Igor Stimac. 
He showed his talent 
while playing for Indian 
Super League club Kera-
la Blasters where he has 
been for last two years. 
He did not, however, 
make it to India’s final 
squad for the Asian Cup 
in January.

Sahal loves to hold 
the ball but sometimes 
lose possession in a sil-
ly way and that is one 
area he will need to im-
prove on.

“At times, I hold the 
ball which is good and 
sometimes bad too. 

Sometimes, I lose posses-
sion in a silly way but ev-
eryone encourages me to 
play with the ball which 
gives me confidence and 
makes me happy as well,” 
said the player.

Naturally, he is lov-
ing Stimac’s posses-
sion-based football, 
building from the back 
with neat passes and 
smooth transition to at-
tacking.

“In modern football, 
it’s all about keeping the 
ball and making the op-
ponent run and get them 
tired. I, personally, and 
the whole team is lik-
ing the brand of football 

which we are playing,” 
said the current emerg-
ing player of the year for 
both the AIFF and the In-
dian Super League.

“Supporters also con-
tinue to cheer for us - ev-
eryone has been enjoy-
ing the brand of football 
which is a positive sign 
for us.”

The national team 
is buoyed by the draw 
against Qatar in Doha 
and Sahal said India 
can surprise Oman in 
their own den and hope 
for a berth in the next 
round of the World Cup 
qualifiers.

“It was a historical 

moment. I can proudly 
say that it was one of 
the best matches of my 
career. This achieve-
ment has brought in 
much-needed confi-
dence to the entire 
team,” he said.

“After earning this 
crucial point, we have 
to make sure of win-
ning the next two games 
(against Bangladesh and 
Afghanistan). Then only 
we will get the fighting 
spirit to work further 
and proceed. Now, we 
know what we are capa-
ble of and how much we 
can improve. Personally, 
I think we can surprise 

them (Oman).”
India had lost to 

Oman 1-2 in Guwahati 
in the campaign opener 
in a match Stimac’s side 
could have logged full 
three points but missed it 
after letting in two goals 
in the last eight minutes.

India play Oman in 
November in Muscat 
while taking on Qatar at 
home in March next year.

Against Qatar, Sahal 
had a go at the opposition 
goal in the second half 
when India started to 
open up a bit and looked 
to hit on the counter. 
But his left-footed vol-
ley from outside the box 
off a corner taken by 
Anirudh Thapa missed 
the mark narrowly.

“I had a great chance 
which was unexpect-
ed given the flow of the 
game. I tried my best but 
unfortunately, I missed 
it. That’s the reality of 
football where you get 
a chance and if you can 
grab it, it’ll make the dif-
ference,” said Sahal.

Asked about Stimac’s 
game plan against Qatar, 
he said, “The coach has 
taught us to be realistic 
and know the opponents 
minutely. He wanted us 
to focus on our defensive 
structure without forget-
ting to attack.

“Above all, he asked 
us to enjoy the game. 
Sometimes, under the 
pressure from the oppo-
nents, we forget to enjoy 
the game but it should 
not happen.

Eight Lille fans in custody 
after ajax unrest

The hague, Sep 18 (afP): Amsterdam police 
were holding eight Lille fans on Wednesday, a day 
after arresting more than 300 supporters of the 
French club ahead of its Champions League game 
against Ajax. The other supporters, arrested af-
ter flares were set off at a metro station and fans 
walked along train lines, were all released over-
night, police in the Dutch capital said.

“Eight French supporters have been placed in 
formal detention. They are suspected of violence 
in a public place at Strandvliet metro station,” 
Amsterdam police said on Twitter.

The violence erupted hours ahead of the 
match at the Johan Cruyff Arena, which Ajax won 
3-0 to go top of Group H. Supporters were forced 
to halt rail traffic and evacuate two stations for 
a short while, the ANP national news agency re-
ported. According to Lille, fans were peacefully 
heading to the match when a handful of support-
ers launched flares on the metro, causing them to 
stop, after which police arrested the troublemak-
ers and everyone else.

“Obviously the club condemns any bad be-
haviour and any form of violence,” Lille president 
Gerard Lopez told AFP, adding that Lille were “in 
touch with the Dutch police”.

Around 3,000 fans made the short trip from 
Lille to Amsterdam to watch their team start 
their first Champions League campaign in seven 
years against the side that made it to the semi-fi-
nals last season.

Grotesque tragedy unlikely to shame Fifa 
into action over Iran’s ban on female fans 
MaRINa hyDE
theGuardian

The grim tragedy of 
Sahar Khodayari 

once again forces Fifa to 
pick the most expedient 
version of itself. Is it an or-
ganisation that can change 
the world, as it frequently 
insists to us, or is it simply 
a sporting governing body, 
as it prefers to claim at 
other times?

Sahar is Iran’s so-
called “Blue Girl”, a com-
puter sciences graduate 
who tried in March to 
enter Tehran’s Azadi sta-
dium dressed as a man, 
to watch her beloved Es-
teghlal, but was caught 
by officials. She was sum-
moned to appear in court 
on 2 September, and told 
she could expect up to six 
months in prison. Outside 
the court, Sahar set her-
self on fire. Last week, she 
died in hospital from her 
injuries. She was 29.

Both Esteghlal and 
their main rivals, Persepo-
lis, held a minute’s silence 
in the wake of the news, 
but it is the statement her 
club issued that sticks in 
the mind for its despair. 
“Our dear Sahar burnt her-
self to death, when she was 
charged to 6 month in jail 
for … going to the stadium 
to support her #Esteghlal,” 
this read. “She supported 
us despite the politics made 
it illegal for her, but what we 
can do to support her? AB-
SOLUTELY NOTHING. We 
are cowards.”

The self-chastisement 
and misery was echoed 
in a statement by the Iran 
football captain, Masoud 
Shojaei, who must also 
be considered to speak 
out at some personal risk 
against the Iranian au-
thorities. He called it “the 
most bitter and saddest 
win of the national team”. 
“We scored two goals and 
won the game on the field. 
But we lost because Sahar 

is no longer,” he stated. 
“Shame on me for not hav-
ing been able to do any-
thing and shame on those 
who took away the most 
obvious right from Sahar 
and all Sahars.”

Yet speaking of shame-
lessness and cowardice, 
what of Fifa, whose own 
rules state that discrimina-
tion on grounds of gender 
is punishable, either by 
expulsion or suspension 
of a federation? Needless 
to say their reaction has 
been rather more muted. 
Shojaei’s sister Maryam, 
herself an Iranian wom-
en’s rights activist, told last 
week’s Sunday Times that 
she had sent eight letters 
to Fifa since Sahar was 
charged, begging it to lift 
the ban. Having had no luck 
with those, she presented 
a 200,000 signature peti-
tion to Fifa officials at their 
Swiss headquarters. “No 
one took this seriously,” she 
reflects, explicitly.

Even now, given the 
emotive outpourings 
from Iran, Amnesty, and 
far beyond, Fifa’s stat-
ed course of action feels 
impossibly wan. “A Fifa 
delegation will be on 
site shortly to assess the 
preparations to allow 

women at the stadium 
for the upcoming World 
Cup qualifying match 
[Iran v Cambodia] in Oc-
tober,” we learn, though 
this was always planned. 
Meanwhile, Fifa presi-
dent Gianni Infantino has 
been urging the Iranian 
authorities to take “con-
crete steps” to lift the ban 
on Iranian women.

After this latest gro-
tesque tragedy, however, 
surely the time has come 
for Fifa to consider some 
rather more “concrete 
steps” of their own? Iran 
declining to uphold their 
own discrimination laws 
should draw a ban or the 
serious threat of one. I’m 
sure they’ll make nice for 
the Fifa delegation – last 
time Infantino was in 
town, he watched a Perse-
polis game at the Azadi 
stadium which 1,000 
women were permitted 
to attend in a designated 
“family area”. They have 
been banned ever since.

As for the Iranian 
authorities, they are to-
tally vaguely thinking 
about doing something 
about allowing wom-
en to watch football at 
some point. Iranian pres-
ident Hassan Rouhani’s 

chief of staff explained 
last week that the latest 
problem preventing this 
was bad language and so 
on. “We don’t see a prob-
lem with women attend-
ing if the atmosphere in 
stadiums is convenient,” 
he explained, “but with 
so much foul language 
among fans and violence, 
this is not advisable.” 
Only a matter of time, 
and all that. Or as Jafar 
Panahi, the prominent 
Iranian filmmaker behind 
Offside, the 2006 docu-
mentary about the issue, 
recalled last week, people 
had often said to him that 
his film would quickly 
become outdated. That 
was 13 years ago. Who 
knows, without more de-
cisive censure from Fifa, 
maybe the Iranian author-
ities will have eliminated 
swearing from stadiums 
in 13 years? And maybe 
they won’t.

Again, this is one of 
those moments when 
Fifa is going to have to 
decide which one of two 
contradictory versions 
of itself it will cleave to. 
These were arguably most 
neatly encapsulated by 
Sepp Blatter. “Football has 
the power to build a better 
future,” he once declared 
during a 2013 speech at 
the Oxford Union. He went 
on to explain that Fifa’s job 
is “helping communities 
in need through football”. 
“Fifa exists … because we 
love the game, recognise 
its power and feel a strong 
duty to society.” Really? Be-
cause not two weeks be-
fore this, under fire for the 
deaths and human rights 
abuses of migrant workers 
building the Qatar World 
Cup infrastructure, he had 
espoused the diametrical-
ly opposite view: “We are 
not the ones that can ac-
tually change it,” Blatter 
explained self-effacingly. 
“This is not Fifa’s remit.”

Liverpool might be the 
best but the rest have 
done their homework

BARNEY RONAY
theGuardian

Ils sont les meilleurs! In the buildup to this game 
Jürgen Klopp had been at pains to play down 

any suggestion Liverpool came to Naples with an 
air of wider destiny about them. The notion had 
been put to the manager that Liverpool are, in a 
snapshot, the best football team out there: con-
vincing Champions League winners last season 
and five points clear in the Premier League.

Even a stopped clock tells the right time twice 
a day and for once Uefa’s cheese-laden anthem 
– the soundtrack down the years to so much au-
tumn mediocrity – had seemed to strike the right 
note at the start of this thrillingly full-throttle 
Group E opener. Sie sind die Besten!

Well, not playing like this. At which point, 
enter the reality of Champions League football 
against the genuine club elite; of defending a ti-
tle; and of an opponent with the capacity to seek 
out Liverpool’s own weak spots, in particular the 
space behind those rampaging full-backs.

At the end of this 2-0 victory for Carlo Ance-
lotti’s well-drilled team, the Stadio San Paolo pro-
duced a great barrelling wave of noise around its 
crumbling concrete tiers. The blue-shirted play-
ers fell to their knees, then went to applaud the cur-
va sud like a team of trophy winners. Never mind 
the champion talk. Napoli had played entirely with-
out fear from the start, a quality that is occasionally 
missing in some Premier League teams.

It should be said Liverpool will not face many 
better sides this season. But the ones they do 
will have been watching and taking notes. Napoli 
matched Liverpool’s intensity. But they also came 
for their tender spots. It seemed fitting the pen-
alty that in effect decided this game should come 
from a foul (as seen by the referee: it was soft) by 
one of Liverpool’s full-backs.

It was Andrew Robertson who appeared 
to trip José Callejón as he skipped inside with 
80 minutes gone and from the start Napoli had 
looked to play quick lateral passes into the spac-
es on those flanks, seeking the weakness that ac-
companies Liverpool’s great attacking strength. 
This is still essentially a team that tries to win by 
running forwards, by making the game happen in 
other spaces far from their own goal. There was 
an element of theatrics to the fall. But it had been 
coming, in a rollicking game of counterattack, of 
sudden yawning spaces and high-speed forward 
combinations. From the start Liverpool were test-
ed by a Napoli gameplan that involved breaking the 
press and springing forward in numbers. This will 
be the pattern now. Europe has had two years to 
study the way Klopp’s red machine operates.

For his part, Klopp had spoken about inten-
sity rather than tactics before the game, with the 
suggestion Liverpool’s defeat here last season 
had been down to their own lack of vigour more 
than anything else. It is a variation on the old 
Alex Ferguson line: his teams were never beaten, 
they just ran out of time. Klopp also likes to sug-
gest Liverpool’s winning or losing is a function 
of how correctly they can pitch their own level, 
from the controlled style of the more routine Pre-
mier League victories to the full face-melting fury 
press and counter-press.

Early on Liverpool were comfortable, right 
up until the first Napoli raid down the right side, 
Trent Alexander-Arnold paddling suddenly, stuck 
miles upfield as the blue shirts stormed into the 
space behind. Hirving Lozano ended up putting 
the ball in the net from an offside position after a 
fine double save from Adrián.

It is a huge strength that Liverpool’s full-backs 
go toe-to-toe. But Alexander-Arnold’s flank was 
overrun at times in the first half, the combination 
with Mohamed Salah as defensively secure as a 
beaded door curtain. 

Sindhu advances after 
easy win over Li Xuerui, 

Saina crashes out

Changzhou (China), 
Sep 18 (PTI): Reigning 
world champion P V 
Sindhu sailed into the 
pre-quarterfinals with a 
convincing win over for-
mer Olympic gold-med-
allist Li Xuerui but Saina 
Nehwal crashed out of 
the China Open Super 
1000 tournament here 
on Wednesday.

India’s top shuttler 
Sindhu beat Li Xuerui 21-
18 21-12 in just 34 min-
utes of action.

Replicating her world 
championship form, the 
Olympic silver-medallist 
produced another strong 
performance to get the 
better of the currently 
20th-ranked Chinese, 
who entered the match 
with a 3-3 record against 
the Indian.

However, Saina made 
an early exit after losing 
to Thailand’s Busanan 
Ongbamrungphan in the 
women’s singles.

The London Olym-
pics bronze-medallist 
lost 10-21 17-21 at the 

hands of the World No.19 
Ongbamrungphan in a 
match that lasted for 44 
minutes at the Olympic 
Sports Center Xincheng 
Gymnasium.

It was the former 
world number one’s sec-
ond successive loss to the 
Thai player.

The 29-year-old 
Saina has struggled for 
form following her recov-
ery from injuries.

The Indian started 
her season with a win at 
the Indonesia Open but 
has failed to reach anoth-
er final on the BWF cir-
cuit so far.

In other matches of 
the day featuring Indian 
shuttlers, B Sai Praneeth 
defeated Thailand’s Sup-
panyu Avihingsanon 21-
19 21-23 21-14 to make 
the next round of the 
men’s singles event.

The duo of Pranaav 
Jerry Chopra and N. Sik-
ki Reddy lost to Germa-
ny’s Mark Lamsfuss and 
Isabel Herttrich 12-21 
21-23.
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Pakistan urges international community to take 
note of India’s aggressive posturing to retake PoK
By SaJJaD hUSSaIN
Islamabad, Sep 18 
(PTI): Pakistan has 
urged the international 
community to take note 
of India’s aggressive 
posturing about taking 
“physical jurisdiction” of 
Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir, warning that such 
“belligerent” statements 
have the potential to fur-
ther escalate tensions 
and seriously jeopardise 
peace in the region.

Pakistan’s statement 
came hours after Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar asserted that 
Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir (PoK) is India’s part 
and one day New Delhi 
expects to have “physical 
jurisdiction” over it.

He also asserted that 
there is no need to “wor-
ry” too much beyond a 
point about what peo-
ple will say on Kashmir 
as it is an internal issue 
on which India’s posi-
tion has “prevailed and 
will prevail.”

Addressing his first 
press conference in New 
Delhi after assuming the 

office in the Modi 2.0 
government in May, Jais-
hankar also hit out at Pa-
kistan, saying India has 
a “unique challenge” 
from one neighbour 
and it would remain 
a challenge until that 
neighbour becomes a 
normal neighbour and 
acts against cross-border 
terrorism.

Asked about remarks 
by some Indian leaders 
that henceforth talks 
with Pakistan would be 
only about PoK and not 
on Kashmir, Jaishankar 
said, “our position has, 
is and will always be 
very clear on PoK, that 
it is part of India and we 
expect one day we will 
have physical jurisdic-
tion over it.”

Reacting sharply to 
Jaishankar’s statement, 
Pakistan on Tuesday 
said it calls on the inter-
national community to 
take “serious cognisance 
of India’s aggressive pos-
turing” on PoK.

Such “irresponsible 
and belligerent” state-
ments from India have 

the potential to further 
escalate tensions and se-
riously jeopardise peace 
and security in the re-
gion,” Pakistan’s Foreign 
Office said in a statement.

“We strongly con-
demn and reject the 
inflammatory and ir-
responsible remarks” 
made by the Indian Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister 
regarding Pakistan and 
PoK. “These remarks are 

an obvious manifestation 
of India’s utter frustra-
tion over the continued 
international censure 
of its egregious human 
rights violations in Kash-
mir,” the statement said.

India cannot divert 
international attention 
from its crimes against 
the innocent people of 
Kashmir by blaming Pa-
kistan, it said.

Pakistan stands for 

peace, but would be 
ready to respond ef-
fectively to any act of 
aggression, the state-
ment said.

Instead of resorting 
to jingoistic rhetoric, 
India must rescind its il-
legal actions, stop forth-
with grave human rights 
violations in Jammu and 
Kashmir, refrain from 
violating internation-
al law, and fully comply 

with UN Security Coun-
cil resolutions for a final 
settlement of the Jammu 
and Kashmir dispute, the 
statement added.

Tension between 
India and Pakistan es-
calated after New Del-
hi revoked Jammu and 
Kashmir’s special status 
on August 5. Reacting to 
India’s move on Kashmir, 
Pakistan downgraded 
diplomatic ties with New 

Delhi and expelled the In-
dian High Commissioner.

Pakistan has been 
trying to internationalise 
the Kashmir issue but In-
dia has asserted that the 
abrogation of Article 370 
was its “internal matter”. 
New Delhi has also asked 
Islamabad to accept the 
reality and stop its an-
ti-India rhetoric.

Pakistan Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan has 
vowed to raise the Kash-
mir issue at the UN Gen-
eral Assembly session in 
New York on September 
27. Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi is also sched-
uled to speak on the 
same day.

At his press confer-
ence when asked wheth-
er there could be a pos-
sibility of the leaders of 
India and Pakistan meet-
ing on the sidelines of 
the UNGA, the external 
affairs minister com-
mented, “just look at the 
climate of the relations 
right now, I think that 
itself should give you 
the answer that you are 
looking at.

Sri Lankan doctors strike 
over salary ‘injustice’

Taliban 
open to 
new talks 
with US 
after bloody 
attacks
Kabul, Sept 18 (afP): 
The Taliban’s chief ne-
gotiator has said their 
“doors are open” to 
resuming talks with 
Washington, hours after 
two attacks by the in-
surgents killed at least 
48 people in war-weary 
Afghanistan.

Sher Mohammad 
Abbas Stanikzai also 
defended the Taliban’s 
role in recent bloodshed 
across the country af-
ter US President Donald 
Trump cited an attack 
that killed an American 
soldier as his reason for 
calling off negotiations 
earlier this month.

Speaking to the BBC, 
Stanikzai argued the 
Americans had also ad-
mitted to killing thou-
sands of Taliban during 
the discussions, and that 
the insurgents had done 
nothing wrong by con-
tinuing to fight through-
out the talks.

“From our side, our 
doors are open for nego-
tiations,” he was quoted 
as saying.

Trump had said the 
US was walking away 
from negotiations after 
nearly a year of grind-
ing diplomatic efforts to 
strike a deal that could 
pave the way for an 
American withdrawal 
from Afghanistan follow-
ing 18 years of war.

He declared the talks 
“dead” on September 10.

But his administra-
tion, which has made no 
secret of its wish to bring 
troops home, also left the 
door open for a new at-
tempt, though Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo 
warned the Taliban must 
show a “significant com-
mitment” if talks were to 
resume.

Tuesday’s attacks left 
at least 26 people dead at 
a rally for Afghan Pres-
ident Ashraf Ghani in 
the central province of 
Parwan, while 22 were 
killed in a blast in Kabul 
just over an hour later.

They were the blood-
iest attacks to hit Afghan-
istan since the talks fell 
apart. Dozens more were 
wounded in the blasts, 
for which the Taliban 
claimed responsibility.

More violence is ex-
pected in coming days 
as Afghans prepare for 
a presidential election 
on September 28, which 
the Taliban have prom-
ised to disrupt.

“We already warned 
people not to attend 
election rallies. If they 
suffer any losses that is 
their own responsibility,” 
Taliban spokesman Zabi-
hullah Mujahid said in a 
statement released after 
Tuesday’s blasts.

The insurgents have 
said previously that the 
only other option is to 
continue fighting.

“We had two ways 
to end occupation in Af-
ghanistan, one was jihad 
and fighting, the other 
was talks and negotia-
tions,” Mujahid told AFP 
earlier this month.

“If Trump wants to 
stop talks, we will take 
the first way and they 
will soon regret it.

Trump, Modi joint address truly historic 
tribute to Indian-americans’ contributions

UK’s Corbyn suggests will stay neutral if new Brexit vote

Colombo, Sep 18 (aP): 
Doctors at state-run hos-
pitals across Sri Lanka 
staged a 24-hour strike 
on Wednesday, demand-
ing that the government 
resolve what they say is a 
salary “injustice.”

Dr Haritha Aluthge, 
secretary of the Govern-
ment Medical Officers 
Association, said that two 
years ago, the govern-
ment gave an unusually 
high salary increase to 
legal officers in the gov-
ernment sector, “causing 
a severe injustice to the 
doctors and other pro-
fessionals.”

“For two years, we 
have been urging the 
government to rectify 
this anomaly, but so far 
no meaningful mea-
sures have been taken 
to resolve the injustice,” 
he said.

The strike caused 
hardships to the thou-
sands of patients who ar-

rived at state-run hospi-
tals, where doctors were 
providing only emergen-
cy treatment. Govern-
ment hospitals provide 
free services, making 
them very popular with 
most Sri Lankans.

Due to the strike 
which began Wednes-
day morning and is 
scheduled to end Thurs-
day morning all routine 
surgeries and other 
medical services were 
not performed.

Samantha Perera, 49, 
who was to undergo a 
minor abdominal oper-
ation Wednesday at the 
government hospital in 
Ragama, on the outskirts 
of the capital, Colombo, 
said hospital authorities 
asked him to go home 
and come back later this 
week to get a new date 
for his surgery.

“It’s really frustrat-
ing and now I have to 
come back on another 

day. Patients have to pay 
for the tussle between 
the government and 
doctors,” he said.

Aluthge said the doc-
tors’ union resorted to a 
strike as the last option, 
and that the government 
should take responsibili-
ty for the hardships faced 
by the public.

The union did not 
conduct the strike at the 
country’s main cancer or 
children’s hospital, ma-
ternity hospitals and the 
specialized hospital that 
treats kidney patients.

There was no imme-
diate comment from the 
government.

Aluthge urged the 
government to rectify the 
anomaly within a week 
by offering a solution ac-
ceptable to all concerned 
parties. He said if no 
solution is reached, “an 
island-wide continuous 
strike” would take place 
starting September 25.

By LaLIT K Jha
Washington, Sep 18 (PTI): US Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s decision 
to join Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi at the mega ‘Howdy Modi’ 
rally in Houston over the weekend 
is a truly historic tribute to the 
contributions of the Indian-Amer-
icans, a top US diplomat has said.

The White House has an-
nounced that Trump would join 
Modi at the mega Houston rally, 
which would be attended by more 
than 50,000 Indian Americans, on 
September 22.

“Trump joining Modi for the 
Howdy Modi event in Houston is 
a truly historic tribute to the con-
tributions of the Indian-American 
community to the prosperity of 
our country and the strength of 
US-India relations,” Alice G Wells, 
Acting Assistant Secretary of State 
for South and Central Asia, tweeted 
on Tuesday. Senator Ted Cruz, and 
a former Republican presidential 
aspirant said he was looking for-
ward to welcoming Modi to Hous-
ton to celebrate the culture and 
contributions of the Indian-Amer-
ican community and the vibrant 
US-Indian alliance, which is critical 
to America’s national security and 
energy future.

According to Ronak D Desai, 
Law & Security Fellow at New 
America and a scholar at Harvard 

University’s South Asia Institute, 
with the partnership confront-
ing several significant irritants at 
present; Trump’s appearance with 
Modi is a welcome reminder of the 
importance of symbolism in US-In-
dia ties and the strong foundation 
underlying them.

“President Trump’s appear-
ance with Prime Minister Modi in 
Houston confers tremendous po-
litical benefits to both leaders at 
home and abroad,” he said.

The news that President Trump 
will appear alongside Prime Minis-
ter Modi at Houston just weeks af-
ter the two leaders met at the G-7 
is a powerful reminder that the 
overall foundation of the US-In-
dia strategic partnership remains 
strong, regardless of ongoing bilat-
eral challenges, Desai observed.

The bipartisan consensus 
around the relationship remains 
firmly intact despite being tested 
in recent years. The event - like the 
relationship - enjoys strong, wide-
spread support from both Demo-
crats and Republicans alike at vir-
tually every level, he said. 

“Trump’s decision to join Modi 
in Houston will inevitably provide 
more fodder to their supporters 
and critics alike. But the joint ap-
pearance should be viewed as less 
about the two leaders individually 
than the robustness of the US-In-

dia relationship,” Desai said.
The last 15 years have illustrat-

ed over and over again that while 
personalities matter, the strategic 
partnership continues to grow and 
evolve regardless of who occupies 
the White House in Washington or 
the Prime Minister’s residence in 
Delhi, he said.

Stating that Trump’s appear-
ance with Modi in Houston is a 
significant win for India diplo-
matically, Desai noted that it will 
signal clear support for India at a 
time when New Delhi is inviting in-
creasing scrutiny over its handling 
of Kashmir.

“For a US president to stand 
alongside the prime minister just 
weeks after the revocation of Ar-
ticle 370 is another sign of India’s 
changing place in the world and 
Modi’s growing stature global-
ly,” Desai said. The Houston event 
- Modi’s biggest to date - makes 
clear that the Diaspora remains a 
central priority for the prime min-
ister as his second term gets un-
derway, he said.

“The rally is a testament to 
the durable and visceral popular-
ity Modi enjoys within the Indian 
Diaspora in the United States. No 
Indian leader in history has cul-
tivated Indians living abroad the 
way Modi has done so since taking 
office,” Desai said.

London, Sep 18 (afP): 
Jeremy Corbyn, the lead-
er of Britain’s main op-
position Labour party, 
suggested Wednesday he 
would remain neutral if 
there was a second refer-
endum on Brexit.

Labour has promised 
that if it wins the next 
election, it will seek a 
new exit deal with the 
European Union and 
put that and the option 
to stay in the bloc to a 
referendum.

“Only a Labour gov-
ernment would end the 
Brexit crisis by taking the 
decision back to the peo-
ple,” Corbyn wrote in an 
article in The Guardian.

“We will give the 
people the final say on 
Brexit, with the choice 
of a credible leave offer 
and remain.”

He added: “I will 
pledge to carry out what-
ever the people decide, 
as a Labour prime min-
ister.” Labour has been 

accused of a confused 
position over Brexit as 
it seeks a middle way to 
avoid alienating voters 
on either side of the 2016 
referendum.

However, as the gov-
erning Conservatives 
toughen their position 
under Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson, pressure 
is growing for Labour to 
campaign actively to stay 
in the EU.

The issue is likely to 

spark intense debate 
at Labour’s party con-
ference starting this 
weekend.

Johnson insists Brit-
ain must leave the EU 
on October 31, with or 
without a deal with Brus-
sels -- although he is con-
strained by a law block-
ing “no deal” next month.

Meanwhile, the small-
er Liberal Democrats 
agreed at their annual 
conference last weekend 

to reverse Brexit if they 
ever won a majority in 
the House of Commons.

“We are the only UK-
wide party ready to put 
our trust in the people of 
Britain to make the deci-
sion,” Corbyn wrote.

Scottish First Minis-
ter Nicola Sturgeon, the 
leader of the Scottish 
National Party (SNP), 
tweeted: “Staying neutral 
on Brexit is a shameful 
abdication of leadership.
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LEGS FOR DAYS! The model, Hailey Bieber dressed 
to impress and rocked some white boots while leaving 
a business meeting in Beverly Hills.
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Aries: Where are you placing your trust, Aries? 
If they can’t put their money where their mouth 
is, they don’t deserve to sit with you. Learning 
how and where to disengage will help you stay on 
top of your game. At the same time, remember to 
always protect your interests. Some of you may 
find that unpleasant rumours about you are doing 
the rounds. Your time and energy are too precious 
for these childish games.
Tip: Continue to act ethically despite the drama.
TAurus: ‘Work like a maniac and party like 
a rockstar’ is not a mantra you have modelled 
your life around. Moderation, or as the Buddhists 
would call it, ‘the middle path’, is key. The Uni-
verse is giving you many reasons to celebrate to-
day. You are receiving the praise and appreciation 
you truly deserve. But instead of planning a night 
of drinks and debauchery, see how you can use 
your energy constructively. Brainstorm with your 
A-team to come up with brand new ideas.
Tip: Take the middle path.
Gemini: If you wake up feeling like fiercest 
version of yourself, you’ve only got the stars to 
blame. Give in to your spontaneous nature. Your 
career requires an improvisational style instead 
of a linear approach. Given the experience you 

have gained over the years, you have the power 
to take calculated risks without the fear of loss. 
Play a little, and let those creative juices flow. For 
those looking to start something of your own, it’s 
a green flag from the mysterious forces above.
Tip: The ability to improvise comes from experience.
CAnCer: You are not the job you have or the 
money you make. You are not the position you 
hold or the address you live at either. Nor are 
you your caste, colour and creed, Cancer. Then 
who are you really, and what is the purpose of 
your soul? Let this be the starting point of your 
search, wild one. This chapter of your life re-
quires a greater degree of rebellion. Ready to 
rewrite the rules?
Tip: Do away with the labels.
Leo: Yes, we know you are capable of doing 
everything by yourself. Does that mean you have 
to push yourself to your limits? You don’t have to 
prove anything to anyone. Also, the heavy lifting 
is threatening to break your back, Leo. A mantra 
that promises to change your life: ‘I am enough’. 
There’s a lot you bring to the table. Awaken to 
your inherent power.
Tip: Don’t feel the need to overcompensate or 
take on more than you can handle.

VirGo: Oh, the perils of investing your heart in 
the matters of the head. Maintain a strict bound-
ary between the personal and professional, and 
vow to safeguard your interests. If things go 
south, which they are likely to, you’re going to 
have to clean up the mess. Virgos experiencing 
emotional loss, allow yourself to grieve. The key 
is to let the suppressed emotions come to the sur-
face as you remain a witness. PS: no judgements 
and no labels.
Tip: Maintain a boundary between the personal 
and the professional.
LibrA: “If you can imagine it, you can 
achieve it. If you can dream it, you can be-
come it,” says William Arthur Ward. Cre-
ative visualisation is the name of the game. 
Free yourself from the weight of your own 
limitations, Libra. Allow yourself to think 
bigger and believe in your infinite potential. 
At the same time, don’t forget to give thanks 
for what you have. Spoiler alert: you are liv-
ing your best life.
Tip: Look out for everyday miracles.
sCorpio: There are no shortcuts to success, 
Scorpio. Make your way to the finish line, despite 
the many adversaries, and do it with joy. Remind-

ing yourself of why you started this journey is the 
only way to be a ray of sunshine. Your superpow-
ers: dependability, coupled with great instincts. 
Let your work ethic be the reason you continue 
to attract like-minded individuals.
Tip: You are experiencing steady growth.
sAGiTTArius: What’s your ikigai (aka, 
reason for being), Sagittarius? How do you de-
rive your sense of purpose? Free your art from 
the burden of saving the world and allow your-
self to express what comes naturally to you. 
Remember, it’s the small things that help refuel 
our creative reserves. An afternoon of baking 
bread or giving your garden a do-over prom-
ises to be just as soul satisfying in the grand 
scheme of things.
Tip: You are experiencing a renewed sense of 
purpose.
CApriCorn: “Everybody lies.” Word of wis-
dom brought to you by Dr Gregory House. But 
you are blessed with the uncanny ability to see 
through their motives. Use this to your advan-
tage, Capricorn. You are being asked to safeguard 
the interests of yourself and the collective. As for 
them naysayers? Haters are going to hate. Don’t 
let that stop you from being the most fabulous 

version of yourself.
Tip: See people for who they are.
AquArius: On one hand, you are full of 
enthusiasm. On the other hand, you are letting 
self-doubt keep you from moving forward. 
What this chapter of your requires: a greater 
degree of faith in your abilities. Before you 
start off, remember to offer what no longer 
serves you to the flames. Keep in mind that 
there is a lot you do not know about the road 
ahead, and that’s the best part of this journey. 
Perfect the improvisation and allow yourself to 
learn from your mistakes.
Tip: There’s always more to learn.
pisCes: The moonlight makes everything 
look more beautiful. The darkness has a way of 
hiding flaws, doesn’t it? Don’t take anything at 
face value, Pisces. You never know what’s trans-
piring underneath the shiny surface. This chapter 
in your life requires you to make practical deci-
sions. Get the facts and figures in hand before you 
put your money on something. While you’re at 
it, stay away from the gossip queens and rumour 
mills as well. There are some things that do not 
deserve your time and attention.
Tip: Get the facts and figures in hand first.

Priyanka phenomenally talented: 
rajkummmar rao on working with her

Rajkummar Rao put on 8 kgs for 
‘Made in China’ role, says director

Timothy Olyphant joins ‘Fargo’

We have no plans for ‘Joker’ 
sequel, says Todd Phillips

Chiranjeevi Is A Force You 
Don’t Want To Mess With

The makers of Sye Raa Narasimha Reddy 
released the film’s trailer on the Internet 

on Wednesday, which will blow your minds. 
Chiranjeevi plays the titular Narasimha Red-
dy, a real life historic figure who rebelled 
against the British rule 10 years before than 
the First War of Independence of 1857. Nara-
simha Reddy rebels against the East India 
Company’s atrocities and rebels from 
all corners of the country hope to join 
his fight. Narasimha Reddy’s people 
are loyal to him and they won’t give 
him away even to save their own lives. 
Narasimha Reddy is a warrior who 
transforms into an ideology as he is 
hell-bent on defying the the East India 
Company’s rule. Amitabh Bachchan 
appears in the trailer as the narrator 
of Narasimha Reddy’s valiant story and 
also as his mentor, who tells him he 
cannot lose this fight at any cost.

Kichcha Sudeep plays Avuku Raju and Vi-
jay Sethupathi will be seen Raja Pandi Nadar, 
both of whom want to associate themselves 
to Narasimha Reddy’s rebellion. Tamannaah 
Bhatia plays Lakshmi, who only wants to be 
remembered as Narasimha Reddy’s wife.

The trailer of Sye Raa Narasimha Reddy 

has several cutting-edge action sequences 
performed by Chiranjeevi, which the 63-year-
old actor said were ‘challenging.’ He said, “It 
was a challenge. Ram Charan and Surender 
Reddy (director of the film) made me work 
hard. When I was hearing the subject, I was like, 
‘We can have a duplicate or morph my face and 
do the action bit.’ But these guys did not com-

promise and made me do the fight scenes.”
Sye Raa Narasimha Reddy is produced by 

Chiranjeevi’s son Ram Charan while the film 
will be presented in Hindi by Farhan Akhtar’ 
Excel Entertainment. The ensemble cast 
of Sye Raa Narasimha Reddy also includes 
Nayantara and Anushka Shetty, who plays the 
role of Jhansi’s Rani Laxmi Bai.

Akshay Kumar Spotted This Utterly 
Unique Mumbai auto-rickshaw

Mumbai, Sep 18 (PTI): “Made in China” 
director Mihil Musale is impressed with 
his lead star Rajkummar Rao’s physical 
transformation that required the actor 
to put on eight kgs of weight.

“I really don’t know how 
he did it. And that too, in such 
a short time span. That’s his 
secret and that’s honestly the 
magic of a performer as incred-
ible as Raj. I think he’s spoiled 
me for life as this was my first 
Hindi film and I was fortunate 
enough to work with possibly 
the most collaborative artist,” 
Mikhil said in a statement. The 
director said that soon after 
Rajkummar came aboard the 
film, he started preparing for 
it, which included a recce of 
Ahmedabad, where the team 
was set to shoot.

“Raj and I had many 
conversations to solidify 
the space of Raghu Mehta’s 
world. Next thing I know, I get 
a call from him telling me that 
he is in Ahmedabad. And this 
was a month before the shoot.

“He took a video camera and visited 
many busy areas of Ahmedabad from 
Lal Darwaja to Gandhi market to Manek 
Chowk and also a few places that lots 
of people don’t know about. He visit-
ed these places completely under the 
radar - going virtually unrecognisable. 
He spoke to local store owners, young 

people shopping in those areas and also 
ate food from the local places to sink his 
teeth into the colloquialism and the cul-
ture.” “Made in China” marks yet anoth-

er collaboration between Rajkummar 
and producer Dinesh Vijan.

The actor said, “’Stree’ and ‘Made 
in China’ despite being completely dif-
ferent genres of cinema, needed a solid 
framework to put it out there effective-
ly... I am so glad Dinoo made me a part of 
‘Made in China’ and I got an opportunity 
to play such a wonderful character, Ra-

ghu.” Dinesh said the film is yet another 
step in his “strong and fruitful relation-
ship” with the actor. “At Maddock, we 
have always believed in bringing forth 

cinema that is strong and socially rele-
vant, while still being commercially viable 
and entertaining. I’m happy to have found 
like minded people in this journey, and I 
hope to that our association grows from 
strength to strength,” he added.

Also featuring Mouni Roy, Sumeet Vyas, 
Gajraj Rao and Paresh Rawal, “Made in Chi-
na” is scheduled to be released on Diwali.

Los angeles, Sep 18 (PTI): 
Filmmaker Todd Phillips has 
made it clear that there are 
no plans to develop a sequel 
to Joaquin Phoenix-starrer 
“Joker” as they intended it to 
be a standalone story.

His comments come days 
after he teased the possibili-
ty of the sequel, saying he is 
ready to do “anything Joa-
quin wants to do”.

Now, in an interview to 
IGN, Phillips said, “We have 
no plans for a sequel. The 
quote was, ‘I will do anything 
Joaquin wants to do.’ And I 
would. But the movie’s not 
set up to (have) a sequel. We 
always pitched it as one mov-

ie, and that’s it.”
“Joker” features Phoenix 

in the role of iconic DC Com-
ics villain The Joker.

The standalone film is be-
ing touted as an origin story 
as well as character study of 
the Clown Prince of Crime.

It premiered at the fes-
tival on August 31 where it 
received an eight-minute-
long standing ovation from 
the audience. It was also 
screened at the recently con-
cluded Toronto International 
Film Festival.

The movie, which also 
features Robert De Niro and 
Zazie Beetz, will release in In-
dia on October 4.

Akshay Kumar is all 
praise for an auto driv-

er’s efforts to “go green 
in his own little way.” The 
52-year-old actor spotted 
this unique auto-rickshaw 
on his way to shoot on 
Tuesday and couldn’t help 
but appreciate the driver’s 
attempts towards a “green 
world.” The auto-rickshaw 
in the picture has variet-
ies of plants placed on its 
sides and not to miss, a little 
dustbin for passengers also. 
Sharing the picture of the au-
to-rickshaw on his Instagram 
profile, Akshay Kumar wrote 
that he is “extremely proud” 
of the driver’s efforts: “A little 
bit of green to take away your 

blues. Came across this pleas-
ant sight of an auto-rickshaw 
covered with plants on the 
way to shoot today. Extreme-
ly proud of him and his ef-
forts to go green in his own 
little way. #GreenWorld.”

Akshay Kumar’s fans on 
Instagram flooded his post 
with positive comments and 
suggestions to “save the na-
ture.” One user wrote: “What 
a wonderful idea. Wish we 
could all do our bit!” while 
other commented: “Surpris-
ingly amazed but a great ef-
fort in so high packed city, 
where hardly fresh air exist.” 
Many other users left com-
ments such as “Amazing idea” 
and “Such an inspiration.”

Mumbai, Sep 18 (PTI): Ra-
jkummar Rao, who will join 
Priyanka Chopra Jonas in 
Netflix’s film adaptation of 
“The White Tiger”, says the 
actor is phenomenally talent-
ed and he is looking forward 
to work with her.

The film will be directed 
by Iranian-American filmmak-
er Ramin Bahrani, who will 
also write the screenplay. Bah-
rani is best known for films 
like “Chop Shop”, “99 Homes” 
and “Fahrenheit 451”.

“I am very excited for this. 
It is a great book. I have read 

it. I met Ramin (Bahrani) and 
he is a great guy. I am real-
ly looking forward to start 
working on it pretty soon.

“Priyanka is phenomenal-
ly talented so I think we will 
have a good time together,” 
Rajkummar told reporters at 
the trailer launch of his film 
“Made in China”.

Aarvind Adiga’s Man 
Booker Prize-winning nov-
el follows the extraordinary 
journey of a self-made man 
from tea-shop worker in a 
village to successful entre-
preneur in a big city.

Los angeles, Sep 18 (PTI): 
Timothy Olyphant will be seen 
in the new season of “Fargo”. 
According to The Hollywood 
Reporter, the actor will star in 
a recurring role of Dick “Deafy” 
Wickware.

The details of the role are 
being kept under wraps. The 
show marks Olyphant’s re-
turn to FX, who featured on 
the network’s “Justified”.

Led by Chris Rock, the 
story is set in Kansas City, 
Missouri where two criminal 
syndicates have struck an un-
easy peace. One Italian, one 

African-American.
Together they control 

an alternate economy that 
of exploitation, graft and 
drugs. This too is the history 
of America. To cement their 
peace, the heads of both fam-
ilies have traded their young-
est sons.

Also part of the cast are 
Ben Whishawm, Uzo Aduba, 
Francesco Acquaroli, Gaeta-
no Bruno, Salvatore Esposito, 
E’myri Crutchfield, Jeremie 
Harris, and Anji White. The 
fourth season of the show is 
slated to return next year.


