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SAGAR CHHETRI
G , 07 O : 

More than 200 children 
turned up for the launch of 

‘Kids to Pitch’ initiative, a sport-
ing activity exclusively for the 
children below 12 years, here 
at Paljor Stadium today. Paljor 
Stadium is now open exclusive-
ly for children below 12 years of 
age every Sunday from 7 AM to 
9 AM.

This unique initiative has 
been started by a group of like-
minded people from Gangtok in 
coordination with the Depart-
ment of Sports & Youth Affairs 
mainly to engage young children 
in outdoor activities and provide 
then basic knowledge of sports 
and itness. Keeping the stadium 
exclusively for two hours every 
Sunday also reassures parents 
who are otherwise hesitant to 
send the young to a crowded 
ground.

The organizers are led by 
Sports & Youth Affairs Deputy 
Director [coaching], Thupten 
Rapgyal.

Children have been segre-
gated into different groups by 
age and sports preference and 
are being provided coaching by 
experienced sportspersons and 
coaches. 

The organisers have also 
provided sports kits to the par-
ticipating children. 

On the occasion, Secretary, 
Sports & Youth Affairs 
Department, SD Dhakal, 
underlined that the main idea 
was to provide a platform 
exclusively to young children to 
motivate them towards sports 
and itness. He stated that the 
initiative has a long term plan to 
establish a strong base in sports 
for children.

Sikkim Football Associa-
tion president, Menla Ethenpa, 
congratulated the organsiers 
and the Sports & Youth Affairs 
Department for coming up with 
such a unique initiative. He 
shared that All India Football 
Federation [AIFF] was starting 
the Baby League at the nation-
al level. On the same, he stated 
that such an initiative would 

help prepare a good State team 
for the upcoming AIFF Baby 
League. 

A member of the group, Su-
meet Thirani, stated that like-
minded people of the capital in 
coordination with department 
of SYA have stepped up for this 
initiative to bring out children 
from the con ined of four walls 
for some healthy activity. 

Kids to Pitch receives rousing response

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 07 O : 

An impressive turnout 
of 152 runners made 

the Gangtok Road Run-
ners a major event here 
today. The run of 10 KMs 
and 3 KMs was organised 
by Sikkim Mountaineer-
ing Association [SMA].

Gangtok Road Run-
ners is a promotional 
event for the upcoming 
third edition of Kanchen-
junga Marathon to be 
held from 31 October to 
07 November in West 
Sikkim. Kanchenjun-
ga Marathon is the irst 
high altitude marathon 
of Sikkim from the base 
camp of the third highest 
peak of the world, Mount 
Kanchenjunga.

The Gangtok run 
was lagged off from the 
Ridge.

In 10 KMs open men’s 
run, Puran Rai bagged 

irst position with a time 
of 30:05 minutes fol-
lowed by Uttam Bhujel 
on second and Suraj Raj 
Subba on third position.

In the 10 KMs open 

women’s category, An-
jali Subba stood irst 
position with a timing 
of 37:42 minutes, while 
Chandra Kala Sharma 
inished second and Eak-

sa Hangma Limboo ran in 
third.

In 10 KMs veterans 
[above 45 years], Sher 
Bahadur Chettri stood 
irst, followed by Anup 

Jyoti Baniya and MB 
Chettri on second and 
third positions respec-
tively.

In 3 KMs U-14 girls, 
Subina Rai inished irst 
position with a timing of 
14:29 minutes, followed 
by Nima Dolma Sherpa 
and Pushpa Chettri.

In 3 KMs U-14 boys, 
Buddha Sherpa stood 
irst position with a tim-

ing of 12:39 minutes with 
Kunga Nima Kazi on sec-
ond position and Pema 
Ghaley Sherpa on third.

SMA is sponsoring 
the top three men and 
women’s category win-
ners and the winner of 
the veteran’s category of 
Gangtok Road Runners to 
the Kanchenjunga Mar-
athon. The organisers 
have thanked Phurba 
Sherpa for sponsoring 
the medals for today’s 
event.

152 participants compete in Gangtok Road Runners event

NOW, TRAVEL 
IN EVEN MORE 
COMFORT AND 
SECURITY
ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 07 O :

Sikkim has become the 
irst State of the North 

East to start using the In-
tegrated Transport Sys-
tem. Transport Minister, 
DT Lepcha, inaugurated 
the ITS control room at 
the SNT premises here 
on Saturday and herald-
ed this latest develop-
ment as a proud moment 
for all of Sikkim.

The integrated Trans-
port System includes the 
facility and technology to 
govern the speed of bus-
es, track their location in 
real time, check live vid-
eo footage of the buses 
and has a panic button 
through which the pas-
sengers can inform the 
control room about any 
situation, explained Sec-
retary, Transport Depart-
ment, SBS Bhadauria.

The control room can 
also track SNT tankers 
through this facility and 
also the number of tick-
ets sold at all SNT sta-
tions, revenue collected, 
track the number of bus-
ses undergoing repairs 
etc.

Also on the day, the 
Minister lagged off four 
new “Super AC” bus ser-
vices which have begun 
plying from Gangtok to 
Chenrezig Statue via 
Pelling, to Char Dham 
(Sideshwara Dham) via 
Namchi, to the Pakyong 

Airport in East Sikkim 
and to Siliguri.

During a lag-off pro-
gramme held at the SNT 
bus yard here, the Minis-
ter offered khadas to the 
drivers and the irst pas-
sengers of the newly inau-
gurated buses and wished 
them a safe journey.

All four buses are De-
luxe Bus BS IV, Green in 
Color with fully air con-
ditioned, 19-Seaters with 
reclining seats, power 
steering, Air Brakes, ABS, 
Speed Governors, Fire 
Extinguishers, Panic But-
ton, Extra Comfortable 
Seats, GPS system, CCTV 
camera, Dustbins, cur-
tains, ticket printing ma-
chine, Automated Door 
locking system and other 
such facilities.

Speaking to media 
persons, the Minister re-
marked that more people 
travelling by SNT buses 
nowadays and that this 
re lected the level of 
trust that SNT has gained 
over the years.

“This is just the be-
ginning, the Department 
has plans to bring more 
such AC buses in the days 
to come,” he informed.

He shared that more 
than six AC buses will be 
acquired by the SNT in 
the near future and that 
these would ply to re-
mote villages. 

At present, SNT has 
120 buses. The lag off 
programme was also at-
tended by Gangtok May-
or, Shakti Singh Chaud-
hari, Transport Depart-
ment of icers and other 
staff.

SNT is now ITS-enabled,
also lags off 4 new 

Super AC buses

Land donors 
of schools 
meet to 
discuss 
grievances 
and demands
YOGEN THATAL
S , 07 O :

The School Land Do-
nor Association, 

representing those who 
have donated land for 
schools across the State, 
convened a general 
meeting here at the com-
munity hall of Singtam 
Nagar Panchayat today 
to discuss issues of mu-
tual concern and the way 
forward towards getting 
their aspirations met.

Addressing the meet-
ing, Ranjit Rai, the gener-
al secretary of the asso-
ciation, clari ied that the 
meeting or the associa-
tion has no connection 
with party politics or 
personal bene its.

The meeting, he 
stressed, was to discuss 
grievances and demands 
of all the land donors.

The meeting under-
lined that land donors 
of schools have received 
only grade-IV employ-
ment at the schools and 
agreed that this was not 
what they had expected. 
They are also seeking 
better facilities and re-
munerations for their 
employment.

“We hope that the 
Chief Minister will not 
disappoint us because 
the State Government 
has done many good 
things for everyone and 
we are hopeful that 
things will improve for 
us too. I, on behalf of the 
association, request for a 
better facilities and hike 
in salary for those who 
are working  in grade-D 
because a Rs 9000 
salary is not enough to 
meet the necessities of a 
family,” Mr Rai said in his 
address.

The meeting also dis-
cussed the various agen-
das and requests to be 
submitted to the Chief 
Minister on behalf of the 
land donors.

The association has 
turn to pg02
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also greeted the people 
of Sikkim and the Chief 
Minister for the upcom-
ing Dasain and Diwali 
festivals.

The  general meeting 
was attended the by ex-
ecutive  members from 
all four districts, presi-
dent NG Gurung and vice 
president Deepa Gurung.

Land donors 
of schools...

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 07 O : 

After the success of 
two seasons of ‘Hi-

mali Pratibha Ko Khoj,’ 
talent-hunt competitions 
for singers and dancers, 
Sikkim Sanskritik Manch 
has now announced plans 
to organize ‘Lekhen Prat-
ibha Ko Khoj 2018’ for 
those with an aptitude for 
writing and painting.  

Sikkim Sanskritik 
Manch is the cultural 
front of the Sikkim Dem-
ocratic Front. 

The decision to orga-
nize this new contest was 
taken during a meeting 
of the Manch held under 
the chairmanship of the 
Speaker KN Rai, who is 
also the chief patron of 

the event, here at SDF 
Bhawan on Saturday.

Addressing a press 
conference, SSM presi-
dent, Chandra Khaling, 
mentioned that the main 
objective of this new 
competition was to in-

culcate the habit of wid-
er reading and writing 
among students. 

He informed that the 
writing competition will 
accept entries of essays, 
short stories and poems 
in different categories. 

He added that the es-
say writing, short story 
writing and poetry com-
petition for secondary 
and senior secondary 
school students will be 
held at the district-lev-
el while the college and 

university and open cate-
gories will be held at the 
state-level. Entries can 
be submitted either in 
English or Nepali.

The painting com-
petition will be held in 
two categories – one for 

artists up to class X and 
the other category will 
be open. 

The competition car-
ries a prize money of Rs 
25,000 for the winner, 
Rs 20,000 for the irst 
runner-up, Rs 15,000 for 
second runner-up and 
a Rs 10,000 consolation 
prize for competitions in 
the district-level. 

Likewise, cash prizes of 
Rs 30,000 to irst position, 
Rs 25,000 to second, Rs 
20,000 to third and conso-
lation prize of Rs 10,000 in 
the college level and cash 
prize of Rs 50,000 to irst, 
Rs 30,000 to second, Rs 
20,000 to third and con-
solation prize of Rs 10,000 
in the university and open 
category.

Sikkim Sanskritik Manch announces
Lekhan Pratibha ko Khoj

G , 07 O  
(IPR):  Under the mission 
of making every school in 
West Sikkim ‘Chalk and 
Dust Free,’ the DC-West 
today distributed white 

boards and markers at 
the Zilla Bhawan.  

A total of 155 units 
have been distributed 
thus far to schools in 
West Sikkim. The DC in-

formed that the remain-
ing schools will also get 
covered in the program.  

He further stated that 
the West District Admin-
istration has been work-

ing actively towards sup-
porting quality education 
and learning outcome 
to make the students an 
employable human re-
source for the future.  

West Sikkim moves towards making
schools chalk & dust free

G , 07 O  (IPR): 
A district-level coordina-
tion workshop between 
Zilla and Gram Pancha-
yats was organised by 
the East District Zilla 
Panchayat (EDZP) on Sat-
urday at the Conference 
Hall of Tourism and Civ-
il Aviation Department. 
The programme was or-
ganised in coordination 
with SIRD & PR.

The programme 
was organised to create 
awareness among the 
Zilla and Gram Pancha-
yats about the collective 
role required for smooth 
implementation of the 
programmes and policies 
of the government.

An initiative of the 
EDZP towards Sabki Yo-
jana Sabka Vikas, the 
programme had the pres-
ence of SS Bokhim, East 
Zilla Panchayat Adhyak-
shya, as the chief guest 
accompanied by Upad-
hyakshya, EDZP along 
with Secretary, RMDD CS 
Rao, District Collector/ 
East Kapil Meena who is 
also the Sachiva, EDZP, 
and of icials from RMDD.

The daylong pro-
gramme included a 
technical session during 
which various resource 
persons highlighted 
coordination between 
Gram and Zilla Pancha-
yats in the context of 
Sikkim Panchayat Act 
1993, Mission Anthyod-
hyaya, Sabki Yojana Sab-
ka Vikas, Gram and line 
departments, E-Pancha-
yat along with indings 
of such workshops held 
earlier targeting. 

The technical session 
included interactions 
with the panchayats 
delving on the various 

problems faced at the im-
plementation level.

Addressing the gath-
ering, the chief guest 
emphasized strength-
ening Zilla Panchayats 
and said that Panchayats 
must play an active role 
in planning different pro-
grammes, their imple-
mentation and service 
delivery to the people. 

Mr. Bokhim applauded 
RMDD and said that the 
State has received many 
awards from the Union 
government because of 
the hard work and ded-
ication towards society 
and state at large. These, 
he said, have all been pos-
sible because of proper 
implementation of gov-
ernment policies at the 
grassroots level by Zilla 
and Gram panchayats. 

The RMDD Secretary, 
in turn, said, “Our pan-
chayats have been do-
ing a tremendous job by 
bringing so many laurels 
for the state and they 
have made it more sig-
ni icant by recently win-
ning the ‘Swachh Bharat 
Puraskar 2018’ Awards  
where Sikkim was ad-
judged the ‘Cleanest 
State’ in the North-East. I 
hope that the panchayats 
will maintain the same 
pace of work and make 
Sikkim proud by bring-
ing appreciation and ac-
knowledgment through-
out the country.”

He also informed the 
gathering about the re-
cent cabinet approvals 
for RMDD like clubhouse, 
community hall, crema-
torium etc. 

District Collector / 
East Cum Sachiva, EDZP 
also addressed the 
gathering.  

Coordination
workshop held for East Zilla

and Gram Panchayats

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 07 O :

Suraj Kumar Sharma, 
Headmaster, Govt Sec-

ondary School, Lingi Pai-
yong, attended the 10th 
International Education 
and Skill Summit (TIESS) 
held at Pragati Maidan in 
New Delhi from 04 to 06 
October. The event was 
organised by India Di-
dactics Association (IDA) 
and was supported by 
the Ministry of Human 
Resources Development, 
NITI Aayog, Govt. Of Del-
hi and Skill India. 

Mr Sharma partici-
pated in six workshops 

and one conference.
The event was inau-

gurated by Delhi Deputy 
CM Manish Sishodia and 
is India’s only Interna-
tional Exhibition and 
Conference for Education 
and Training resources. 

The event included 
exhibition of education-
al products, mobile apps 
and softwares from lead-
ing manufacturers and 
companies working in 
the ield of education in-
cluding Microsoft, Brit-
ish Council, Cambridge, 
NCERT, The Hindu Group 
etc, a press release in-
forms.

Lingi Paiyong HM
attends International

Education and 
Skill Summit

M , 06 O  (IPR): 
Chief Secretary Alok Sri-
vastava began a two-day 
tour of North Sikkim 
from Mangan on Satur-
day. 

He visited the 1200 
MW Teesta Urja Power 
House at Ringdang and 
extremely happiness 
with the state of the art 
project and expressed 
his gratitude towards the 
employees of the project 
for smooth functioning 
of such an important 
project. 

He stated the gov-
ernment will continue to 
provide support to the 
power project.

The Chief Secretary 
also undertook a tour of 
lower Mangan Bazaar 
where recent landslide 
have damaged many 
buildings. 

The District Collec-
tor North apprised the 
Chief Secretary that the 
DPR for the protection 
of the Mangan town was 
currently in process with 
the NDMA. He explained 
the urgency of taking the 
interventions to save the 
town immediately and 
the need for sanction of 
the funds from the Min-
istry of Home Affairs to 
take the necessary mea-
sures. 

The Chief Secretary 
assured to take up the 
matter with NDMA and 
ensure that timely ac-
tions be taken. The Chief 
Secretary also inspected 
the landslide areas of 
Rafong Khola, Lanthey 
Khola, Nadey, Meyong 
and Wong Khola which 
are troublespots on the 
North Sikkim Highway. 

CS visits Teesta Stage 
III powerhouse and 
inspects landslide 
damage at Mangan

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 07 O :

A daylong workshop for teach-
ers of government and private 

schools under Kitam Manpur GPU 
was organized by Kitam Man-
pur Employees Welfare Society 
(KMEWS) in collaboration with 
Kitam Manpur Gram Panchayat 
on Saturday, 6 October at the Ki-
tam School auditorium.  DB Subba, 
Deputy Director, HRDD, South, was 
present as resource person and 
spoke on “Classroom practices in 
changed perspective”. 

Principal Lata Sharma also 
spoke the importance of training 
and workshops for teachers to be-
come better equipped to impart 
education suiting the children 
while Panchayat President Savitri 
Chettri stressed on the responsi-

bility of teachers to make children 
competent and a good citizens. 

Also on the day, Ratna Bhujel, 
primary teacher, was conferred 
“best employee of the GPU 2018” 
award and Mohan Prakash Prad-
han, retired chief accounts of icer, 

was felicitated for his social work. 
Similarly, KMEWS also offered cash 
support to two college students.  

The workshop was attended 
by teachers of Kitam SSS, Lower 
Kitam PS and St. Mary’s School Ki-
tam, a press release informs.

KMEWS organizes workshop for school teachers

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 07 O :

Krishi Vigyan Kendra, South 
Sikkim, organized a daylong 

training for members of  Sadbha-
wana Farmers Club at Lower Sad-
am on 06 October, a press release 
informs. 

Yangchenla Bhutia, SMS (Hor-
ticulture), explained organic pack-
aging of garden pea while Meena 
Pradhan, SMS (Extension), briefed 
the farmers about the Kisan Credit 
Card. 

Farmers were also provided 
garden pea seeds. 

Hem Prashad Chaun, Chief Co-
ordinator of Sadbhawana  Farmers 
Club, expressed gratitude towards 
KVK South Sikkim for reaching out 
to them and urged his fellow farm-
ers to take up farming on a com-
mercial scale.

KVK training on garden pea cultivation
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08 Oct

Temp: 25°C/11°C
Forecast:  Sun and 
clouds; a morning 
thundershower in 
parts of the area.
Sunrise: 05:33 AM
Sunset: 5:15 PM

MISSING MISSING 
Name: Mukti Psd Giri (RAM)
Age: 17 yrs 
Address: Melli Bazar, South Sikkim. 
Last seen: Salugara, Siliguri, West Ben-
gal, India, on 3.09.2018 around 1:30PM. 
Missing since: 28.08.2018 around 
4:30pm from Melli, Sikkim.
Dress code: Red t-shirt with black & 
white stripes. Navy blue half pant. 
Physical: Thin and tall. 
If any one sees him or any information 
please contact below: 
+91-80019-37870, +91-83889-88894.

SIKKIM PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OLD TOURISM COMPLEX, M.G. MARG, GANGTOK, SIKKIM-737101

Fax: 03592-207572
Email: spsc-skm@nic.in        Website: www.spscskm.gov.in
No: 57/SPSC/EXAM/2018                 Date: 04/10/2018 

NOTICE
The date for conducting the written examinations for the post of Assistant 

Director (Fisheries) under Sikkim State Fisheries Service published vide Ad-
vertisement No: 09/SPSC/EXAM/2018 Dated: 14/05/2018 & post of Watershed 
Development Offi  cer/Horticulture Development Offi  cer/Agriculture Development 
Offi  cer under Sikkim State Agriculture Service published vide Advertisement No: 
11/SPSC/EXAM/2018, respectively through Direct Recruitment is hereby fi xed as 
per details given below:

PAPER MODE OF EX-
AMINATION

DATE TIME

Paper-I (General 
English & General 

Knowledge)

MCQ 25th Novem-
ber 2018

10:00 am To 
12.00 pm

Paper-II (Mains) MCQ/Conven-
tional

25th Novem-
ber 2018

1:00 pm To 4.00 
pm

The eligible candidates may download their admit cards from 15.11.2018 to 
22.11.2018 (midnight) from the offi  cial website of Sikkim Public Service Commis-
sion i.e. www.spscskm.gov.in. The venue of examination will be mentioned in the 
admit card.

Admission to all the stages of examination for which candidates are admitted 
by the Commission viz: Written Examination and Viva-Voce will be purely provi-
sional, subject to their satisfying the prescribed eligibility conditions. If on verifi -
cation at any point of time before or after the Written Examination and Viva-Voce, 
it is found that the candidates do not fulfi l any of the eligibility conditions, their 
candidature for the examination/post will be cancelled by the Commission.

Sd/-
(BIMLA RAI. SMT )

CONTROLLER OFF EXAMINATIONS
SIKKIM PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

R.O.No: 409/IPR/PUB/Classi/2018-19 Date: 05/10/2018

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
ENERGY AND POWER DEPARTMENT

No. GOS/E&P/NO/IPDS/II/04/2018-19/564               Date: 05/10/2018
NOTICE FOR INVITATION OF BIDS

On behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Energy and Power Department, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim, invites two envelope bids online through e-tender from ap-
propriate Class of Contractors/Firms/Company empanelled with Energy & Power 
Department, Government of Sikkim for the following works:

Sl. 
No.

Name of Works Tender amount in 
Rupees

1 “Survey, Design, Supply, Erection, Testing, 
Commissioning and documentations of Electrical 
Network for System Strengthening and Energy 
Meter in Four Circles Consisting of Singtam, 
Rangpo, Namchi, Jorethang, Nayabazar and 
Gyalshing towns under Integrated Power Devel-
opment Scheme (IPDS)”.
NIT No: GOS/E&P/NO/IPDS/II/10/2018-19/008

28,19,74,142.00

2 “Survey, Design, Supply, Erection, Testing, 
Commissioning and documentations of Electrical 
Network for System Strengthening and Energy 
Meter in two Circles Consisting of Gangtok (I & 
II) and Mangan towns under Integrated Power 
Development Scheme (IPDS)”.

22,81,61,786.00

3 “Survey, Design, Supply, Erection, Testing, 
Commissioning and documentations of Electrical 
Network for System Strengthening and Energy 
Meter in Gangtok (III, IV and Ranipool) town 
under Integrated Power Development Scheme 
(IPDS)”.
NIT No: GOS/E&P/NO/IPDS/12/2018-19/010

22,83,33,754.00

The e-NIT and detail bidding documents are available on the website www.
sikkimtender.gov.in . Interested bidders may view and download the e-Bid doc-
ument from  10th October’2018 after 1600 hours onwards.

Sd/- (D.K. PRADHAN)
CHIEF ENGINEER (S)-CUM-NODAL OFFICER (IPDS)

R.O. No: 405/IPR/PUB/Classi/2018-19 Date: 05/10/2018

URGENT REQUIRED: 
Required B+ kidney donor for 
smt Shova Subedi of Rang-

po, East Sikkim Urgently. Inter-
ested donors please contact: 
6295437846, 7431934524.

Mamring 
SSS wins 
East district 
Indian 
Election Quiz
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 07 O :

Mamring Senior Sec-
ondary School won 

the East District level 
interschool ‘Indian Elec-
tion Quiz’ held at Zilla 
Bhawan here at Sichey 
on Saturday by the Elec-
tion Department. The 
school was represented 
by two class XII students, 
Nawaraj Bastola and Pra-
bal Bhattarai.

This was the second 
round after intra-school 
competitions held last 
month. 

Now, Mamring School 
is one of the four teams 
which will compete in 
the State level inals. 

The ELC Nodal Teach-
er of the school, Tshering 
Diki Bhutia, PGT History, 
had guided the students 
on the subject while Su-
man Kumar Sharma, PGT 
Biology, had escorted the 
participants to the com-
petition, a press release 
informs. 

Prahlad Sharma, 
Principal of the school, 
has congratulated the 
students and teachers 
on becoming the District 
Champions of the ELC 
quiz.

SUMMIT REPORT
S , 06 O :

The SAATHI team of 
Government Senior 

Secondary School, Sing-
tam, organised a daylong 
program which included 
an interschool science 
quiz competition, a sci-
ence exhibition and an 
awareness session on 
Technology Addiction at 
the school on Saturday.

The event was an ap-
proach to showcase and 
display models prepared 
by class XII students of 
Science stream, test gen-
eral science knowledge 
levels and also start a 
discussion on “technolo-
gy addiction,” a little ad-
dressed problem which 
has increased its foot-
print in Sikkim.

A total of seven 
schools, including the 
host school, participat-
ed in the quiz competi-
tion and events of the 
day included a colourful 

cultural programme and 
an impressive display of 
models at the exhibition.

Chairperson, Film 
Board, Uttam Pradhan, 
was present as the chief 
guest accompanied by 
Joint Director, HRDD, Mr 
Subbiah. Mr Pradhan is 
an alumnus of the school.

Sumin Lingchey 
Secondary School won 
the quiz competition 
followed by the Lower 
Sumin Secondary School 
on second place and the 
host school coming third.

Also on the day, Su-
jit Kr Gupta, MD KANSS, 
and Pukar Pandey, MD 
Sikkim Teno Solution, 
were felicitated by the 
school for their lavish 
donation of equipment 
and required materials 
for the school. It was also 
announced that after the 
Dasain break, Mr Pand-
ey will also be providing 
free internet facility to 
the school.

Singtam School’s SAATHI 
team organizes quiz and 

awareness on science and 
technology addiction

NITESH R PRADHAN
G , 07 O :

Auditions for Dhar-
maratna ilms’, short 

ilm, “Altered,” was held 
over the weekend to a 
handsome turnout. 

The crew auditioned 
actors aged a bare 5 years 
to adults for the many 
roles in the short ilm.

“Altered” is a nar-
rative montage dealing 
with the problem of 
substance abuse in Sik-
kim, informs Deepankar 
Shakya, the director of 
the movie.

The team also ex-

pressed happiness with 
many experienced artists 
auditioning for the roles.

Talking about the 
drug problem in Sikkim, 
the Director said that the 
state government, po-
lice and all stakeholders 
have been working hard 
to address the problem 
even as there is no such 
collaborative effort in the 
other states of India.

Dharmaratna Films is 
based in Mumbai and has 
been started by group of 
Sikkimese ilmmakers in-
cluding Pabi Shakya and 
Sujata Shakya.

Auditions held 
for “Altered”

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 07 O :

The Sikkim State Legal Ser-
vices Authority, under the 

directions and guidance of Jus-
tice Meenakshi Madan Rai, the 
Acting Chief Justice, High Court 
of Sikkim and also Executive 
Chairperson, Sikkim SLSA, orga-
nized a training programme on 
“Managing Substance Use Disor-
ders: An Overview” for counsel-
ors of rehabilitation and de-ad-
diction centres of Sikkim on 06 

Oct (Saturday) at the Training 
Hall of Sikkim State Legal Ser-
vices Authority here at Develop-
ment Area.

Shalinta Rai, Clinical Psy-
chologist, Psychiatry Depart-
ment, STNM Hospital, was pres-
ent as the resource person and 
also conducted a pre-test to as-
sess the level of existing knowl-
edge of the participants regard-
ing substance (alcohol, tobacco 
and other drugs) use and sub-
stance related problems and its 

management. 
She then spoke on Mental 

Status Examination of individu-
als with substance use disorders 
and also conducted a post as-
sessment of the level of knowl-
edge regarding substance use 
and substance related problems 
and its management.

Nancy Chankapa, Clinical 
Psychologist, Psychiatry Depart-
ment, STNM Hospital, held an 
informal quiz on substance use 
disorders, epidemiology and its 

management and also spoke on 
Motivation and Treatment in 
Substance user Disorders and 
Co-Morbidities of Substance use 
Disorders. 

The Welcome address and 
the Vote of Thanks were pro-
posed by Suraj Chettri, Member 
Secretary, Sikkim SLSA.

Counselors from nine re-
habilitation and se-addiction 
centres of Sikkim attended the 
programme.

SLSA organizes workshop for counselors 
on managing substance use disorders

SUMMIT REPORT
G  O  6:

Rey Valley Internation-
al School celebrated 

its 6th Annual Day on 
Friday. The Annual Day 
celebration saw various 
colorful cultural perfor-
mances by the students 
and was attended by par-
ents, guardians, teachers 
and students along with 

other staff.
DB Rana, the grandfa-

ther of one of the students 
at RVIS, attended the 
function as chief guest.

The programme was 
also addressed by Dr. Re-
mon Chettri, an RVIS par-
ent, who appreciated the 
efforts made by the school 
and teachers in nurturing 
students so well.

Annual Day at Rey 
Valley Intl School

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 07 Oct:

Heavy drinking, cou-
pled with the prob-

lem of hard water, is 
taking a toll on the pop-
ulation of Sikkim, believe 
experts at the Pushpawa-
ti Singhania Hospital and 
Research Institute, New 

Delhi, which recently 
organized a continuing 
medical education (CME) 
programme here to “ed-
ucate” doctors about ad-
vances in Kidney Trans-
plant, Neurology and 
Liver transplant, a press 
commnique from PSRI 
informs.

The water supplied 
in the state contains high 
quantities of minerals 
like calcium, magnesium 
and nitrates and expo-
sure to these makes one 

vulnerable to gastric can-
cer, the release states, 
adding that Gangtok 
also lacks the requisite 
medical infrastructure to 
manage each and every 
minute medical problem 
and this can lead to fur-
ther Neurological com-
plications. 

According to Naveen 
Sharma, GM, Operations 
& Head Business Devel-
opment, PSRI Hospital, 
“Our CME on advances 
in Neurology, Kidney and 

Liver transplants will 
sensitize doctors and pa-
tients as to what are the 
best practices followed 
at PSRI and worldwide… 
We have successfully 
conducted such CME’s 
in the past and will con-
tinue to do so. After 
discussions with Vishal 
Chauhan [Health Secre-
tary], PSRI Hospital has 
taken an initiative to of-
fer a Special Knowledge 
Sharing program for Sik-
kim doctors, for better 

PSRI Doctors hold CME to combat regional healthcare challenges
interaction with PSRI’s 
Doctor’s & share their 
knowledge & Experience 
for the better treatment 
of Sikkim citizens.”

C o m m i s s i o n e r 
cum Secretary of 
Health Department, 
Vishal Chauhan, Dr. 
Dorji (Director, Health 
Services), Dr KV Gurung, 
Medical Superintendent, 
STNM Hospital, and 
many super specialist 
doctors attended the 
CME, the release informs.
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WRITE US: Readers are 
invited to comment on, 
criticise, run down, even 
appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. 
Letters carrying abusive/ 
indecorous language and 
personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in 
this newspaper (who are fair 
game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward 
a conversation or initiate 
a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and 
receive prominence. Mail us 
at: letters@summittimes.com

This Dasain, Consider a Real
Gift for Sikkim’s Young 

More than gadgets, the
young need spaces

Dasain shopping, because of yearlong online dis-
counts, has kind of lost its excitement and even 

Dhanteras acquisitions are projected to be dull this 
year because the rupee has taken such a beating and 
keeping the vehicles running and the gas stove lit is 
burning a hole in most pockets. Firecrackers have 
been banned in Sikkim since much before the Court 
ordered silence for Diwali, so even that indulgence is 
out of the way. Meanwhile, saffron boorishness has 
only acquired sidekicks and minions in Sikkim thus 
far, so at least the traditional excesses of Dasain can be 
expected to continue for some more years. So, expect 
the family get-togethers, parties and picnics. Thank-
fully, the kids still retain some of their innocence, so 
this remains a time when the children of Sikkim are 
especially excited. This, after all, is that one time when 
the elders remember that there are children around. 

But here again we short-change the young. After 
the mandatory new set of clothes and some rituals at 
home are over, the elders start indulging themselves. 
While fathers are likely to join their drinking buddies 
for some socially permitted binge gambling, the moth-
ers would probably prefer to catch up with relatives 
and whatever rituals of the festival still survive. Yes, 
that sounds offensively sexist, but offense needs to be 
served up sometimes when we refuse to be more than 
our stereotypes. What this leaves us with then are 
children with their pocket money and their new set of 
clothes hunching over their smartphones or squinting 
into TV screens and/ or video games, munching on 
home-delivered snacks and treats. It is rare to even see 
them playing in the neighbourhood alley or take over 
the streets for some cricket or badminton practice. 
They might be squealing in delight or looking thrilled 
and occupied, but we would be fooling ourselves if we 
let ourselves believe that all is well.

At least now we should wake up and recognise 
the presence and requirements of Sikkim’s young. Af-
ter having consistently proven ourselves as uncaring 
parents - given that issues related to the children are 
rarely taken up on priority – at least during festivals 
we should look into what they need... really need. Take 
a look around, how many parks and playgrounds have 
we given our kids. Even the few that do exist are un-
scienti ically designed and although they might look 
pretty, are not the best of spaces to let children play 
around unsupervised. There are even some which 
have been landscaped to be children-friendly but have 
watchers around to tell kids not to monkey around lest 
they mess up the manicured arti iciality of the park. 
Some spaces that Sikkim had have since been convert-
ed into parking lots for the excesses that we indulge 
in or were apportioned away as building sites for a 
connected few or converted into government of ices. 
There are no spaces, private or public, designed solely 
for the kids. Even the occasional melas which the chil-
dren looked forward to have been taken over by the 
adults with the emphasis more on “games of chance” 
and drinking than the thrills and escapes of a fete. The 
schools have become brainwashing institutes which 
look only at results and not at the holistic grooming 
of the students. After school, we burden them with 
tuition classes. And then there is the television and 
now the smartphones juiced up on cheap bandwidth. 
We even protest the times when the children let loose 
at MG Marg when the vehicles are pulled off so that 
grown-ups can loiter undisturbed. 

Surely the kids deserve better. 
This Dasain, maybe we should igure out what the 

children would really cherish and require and give it 
to them.

JOHN BREWER
theconversation.com

Nadia Murad and Denis Mukwege 
have been awarded the 2018 No-

bel Peace Prize for their work in trying 
to end sexual violence during war and 
armed con lict. There are many trage-
dies in war and among the worst are 
victims of sexual violence. Women’s 
bodies have become battle sites and 
sexual violence a weapon of war.

Murad is one such victim, devel-
oping a global witness as a UN Good-
will Ambassador to the abuse she 
suffered as a Yazidi at the hands of 
Islamic State. She has campaigned for 
the protection of survivors of human 
traf icking.

Denis Mukwege is a medic based 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
and he and his staff have helped thou-
sands of victims abused in its pro-
longed and bloody wars - and many 
more forcibly removed people be-
sides. Mukwege also speaks, at much 
risk to himself, against Congolese 
governments and others who shield 
military rapists.

It is a comment frequently made 
that the Nobel Peace Prize is a con-
tradiction, founded for “the abolition 
or reduction of standing armies and 
for the holding and promotion of 
peace congresses” by an armaments 
manufacturer, notable for inventing 
dynamite.

Handing over the awarding of 
the Peace Prize to a ive-person com-
mittee appointed by the Norwegian 
parliament, rather than to Sweden, 
re lects Norway’s long-established 
engagement in facilitating peace 

negotiations. Well before the Peace 
Prize was inaugurated in 1901, the 
Norwegian government was assisting 
the European Inter-Parliamentary 
Union’s work on mediation, an in-
volvement in con lict resolution that 
continues to this day.

THE RIGHT CHOICE
Peace is itself often politically con-
troversial, especially when powerful 
nation states and multi-state allianc-
es have conducted the war – and the 
award of the Peace Prize is invariably 
disputed. The Peace Prize is notable 
for the illustrious people omitted 
from its list of laureates as for those 
recognised by its award.

Mahatma Gandhi, Vaclav Havel 
and Eleanor Roosevelt are among a 
number who have failed to muster 
the prize – Gandhi was nominated 
ive times to no avail. But politicians 

abound among its laureates – in-

cluding those with dubious reputa-
tions, even at the time, such as Henry 
Kissinger. 

Barack Obama, who was award-
ed in his irst year as US president, 
seemed to get one simply for being 
elected as the irst black president 
(he was still puzzled himself at the 
award even at the end of his second 
term). Relatively unsuccessful politi-
cians can be given the award – for ex-
ample one-term US president Jimmy 
Carter and unsuccessful presiden-
tial candidate Al Gore. People from 
Northern Ireland, with only 1.8m 
people, have won it twice. The US and 
the UK dominate the countries of re-
cipients. It has also been won by 16 
women – more than any other Nobel 
category.

It has been awarded to organ-
isations on several occasions: the 
European Union won it for not be-

ing at war with itself since 1945, the 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross has won it three times, and the 
Of ice of the UN High Commission 
for Refugees twice. Only one nomi-
nee declined the prize, the Vietcong’s 
chief negotiator Le Duc Tho, who 
described it as bourgeois sentimen-
tality. Two members of the awarding 
committee resigned in protest when 
it was determined to make the 1973 
award to Le Duc Tho and Kissinger, 
while the results of the peace negoti-
ations were still uncertain. Kissinger 
gave his prize money to charity and 
did not attend the ceremony.

Political controversies aside, the 
award committee has often got it 
right and the recipient is met with 
general acclaim. The 2018 recipients 
are such a case. As the prize commit-
tee said:

“Denis Mukwege and Nadia Mu-
rad have both put their personal se-
curity at risk by courageously com-
bating war crimes and seeking justice 
for the victims.”

Courage – in speaking out against 
sexual violence and in speaking for its 
countless victims – is the word that 
catches my eye in the committee’s 
comments. I think this word apt, for it 
applies as much to the victims them-
selves who have to live daily – if they 
survive at all – with the consequences 
of sexual violence.

I like to think the award is as much 
in honour of those victims as the two 
deserving recipients.

[the writer is Professor 
of Post Con lict Studies, 

Queen’s University Belfast]

Nobel Peace Prize awarded to Nadia Murad and Denis
Mukwege for campaigns against sexual violence

NADIYA ALI
theconversation.com

Muslim women in the West have been battling 
inaccurate stereotypes for ages. In the post-

Sept. 11 era, Muslim women have come to be seen 
as one-dimensional igures in need of saving by the 
“West” and lacking dynamism or the ability to act. 
This month, a visual art exhibit opening in Toronto 
aims to challenge those representations.

(Mus)interpreted is presented by the Truth and 
Dare Project and organized by artist Zahra Agjee 
and curated by Agjee and her team, including Sa-
maa Ahmed, Iman Bhatti and Leila Fatemi. The an-
nual show, now in its ifth year, showcases the work 
of emerging and established Muslim artists in the 
Toronto area and in so doing, opens up spaces for 
Muslim women to narrate their own stories.

The curators say the show “provides alternative 
perspectives into the diverse realities of Muslim 
women” and is a “collective envisioning of a self-de-
termined and inclusive future.” I walked through the 
exhibit loor a couple of years ago, reading the ar-
tistic statements that accompanied the visual pieces. 
The descriptions conveyed powerful stories of “mis-
recognition” and challenged the current skewed and 
limited representations of Muslim women.

Those voices of the artists behind the showcase 
proved to be invaluable companions for me as I 
teased out ideas I have long been grappling with as a 
researcher examining issues of recognition, margin-
ality, agency and emancipation. As a Muslim woman, 
I felt an uncomfortable intimacy with the artworks 
on display. Touring the exhibit conjured up buried 
feelings and past experiences of xenophobia that I 
have long pushed into the recesses of my mind.

The exhibit also left me feeling rejuvenated and 
renewed as it validated and re lected back to me 
experiences I have rarely shared. 

MISRECOGNITION CARRIES 
SEVERE CONSEQUENCES

Since Sept. 11, 2001, Muslim women have been 

regularly caricatured and portrayed as politically 
lat. These caricatures are then deployed in the ser-

vice of nationalism and empire.
The (mus)interpreted artistic works I saw did 

not shy away from engaging with these complex 
politics. They explored the experiences of living as 
Muslim women in North America dealing with prob-
lematic stereotypes, while critically grappling with 
issues of Muslim hypervisibility and invisibility.

Psychiatrist and philosopher Frantz Fanon did 
much to advance our ideas of how misrecognition 
carries severe consequences across material, social 
and psychological levels. Misrecognition, or not be-
ing fully seen by others, can leave people feeling 
frustrated, thwarted, out of body and out of place.

The idea of recognition aims to reverse the 
plight of misrecognition through an emphasis on 
mutual “positive seeing” that allows for true and 
free actualization for all peoples.

The emphasis on mutuality brings real possibil-
ities of producing a more equitable and democratic 
society. Recognition scholars argue that by moving 
to more respectful ways of seeing “misrecognized 
peoples,” we can move to a more equitable distri-
bution of socioeconomic and political power.

THE REFUSAL OF MISRECOGNITION
The perspectives of the artistic works in the 2016 
(mus)interpreted exhibit I attended were expan-
sive: from a charged portrait series to historically 
inspired pieces looking at representations of the 
Orient to spiritually rich installations on the trans-
formative power of meditative prayer.

However, the story of recognition did not devel-
op in the ways I was used to seeing. 

The show challenges the standard corrective 
approach to misrecognition. The artists do not just 
“correct” inaccurate stereotypes; they make claims 
to complex and emancipatory identities.

The artists take up recognition as a site of 
claim-making, without offering up an easily digest-
ible, reconciled, desirable formulation of “Mus-

lim womanhood.” Recognition is the jumping-off 
point, a signpost to draw attention to their work, 
but the artists redirect their viewers to much more 
multi-variant, self-directed trajectories.

In other words, the artists claim all of their mul-
tiple identities and, like superheroes, they assert 
the ability to slip in and out of the audience’s view. 
They escape easy readability. They move in and out 
of multiple formulations of who is a Muslim woman.

BEYOND JUST REFUSAL
This complex response to misrecognition seems 
counter-intuitive. Scholars Audra Simpson and 
Glen Coulthard explain that the politics of “turning 
away” from misrecognition is a strategic and sub-
versive tactic available to marginalized people as 
a way of engaging with issues of misrecognition in 
an emancipatory and self-af irming way. In other 
words, turning away is a “dual refusal” to be situat-
ed and managed and “to be politically subsumed/
consumed by the overarching system”. 

For example, the artist’s statement to War-
same’s piece Appreciation, (2016), touches on the 
complexities of the social dimension of Muslim 
womanhood.

WARSAME EXPLAINS:
“The Black Muslimah is a complex being; itting 
neither the Black nor Muslim normative standard. 
The Black Muslimah’s identity makes people un-
comfortable. They don’t understand her. The Black 
Muslimah’s existence is resistance. She is constant-
ly searching for her ‘self.’”

The theme of the layered unknowable self, es-
caping simple recitations of experience and iden-
tity, was prevalent throughout the 2016 (mus)in-
tereperted exhibit.

Warsame makes the point that “they don’t un-
derstand her,” but she does not engage in a move 
to correct this lack of understanding as tradition-
al recognition politics would call for. Instead, she 
turns away and positions this lack of understand-
ing as a place for “resistance.”

The resistance Warsame constructs is the 
Black Muslimah centring herself and her needs, 
in a world that demands that she focuses her 
attention on the needs of others, including 
those who struggle to understand her. Instead 
of directing her energies to explaining who she 
is for the bene it of others, she turns her atten-
tion to herself.

What is important to the Black Muslimah 
protagonist, which Warsame presents, is her 
continuous discovery of self, on her terms - 
irrespective of the outside world’s comfort or 
ability to see her.

Rather than creating a corrective, singular 
construction of Muslim womanhood to satis-
fy a desire for a clear message for the public, 
(mus)interpreted makes moves into the un-
even terrain of “non-recognition,” “refusal” and 
“self-recognition” as areas of recti ication and 
aspirational imaginings for more “inclusive fu-
tures.”

[the writer is PhD Candidate, Sociol-
ogy, York University, Canada]

Art show takes on the 
misrepresentation of Muslims



5SummitTIMES | 08 Oct 2018NeighbourhoodWATCH

CK LEPCHA

Whenever I visit a new place, I tend to look for 
museums. I feel like museums have allowed 

me a look back in the past, question the objects 
displayed and wonder about the distance it might 
have traveled to be exhibited in a museum build-
ing. It is a place for us to know more about the 
world and ourselves as I found myself in the the 
Himachal State Museum one ine afternoon. 

After the uphill climb from Chaura Maidan, 
irst glance of the museum is but of what 

could’ve been a grand old colonial cottage. 
Rightly so, it used to be the private residence 
of Lord Wiliam Beresform, Military Secretary to 
the Viceroy during colonial times. While it still 
served as a residence for Indian government of-
icials after the British left, it was turned to Hi-

machal State Museum Shimla in January 1974. 
As unassuming as it seems, the collection 

is impressive as one makes way through the 
different exhibits and try to see past the dusty 
collection. Sometimes state museums feel like it 
has not been dusted for a long while. 

One’s tour can start with the sculptures 
which houses some headless statues that seem 
to be a regular display in almost all state muse-
ums I have visited. The sculptures looked like it 
needed some polishing as I am only too eager 
to make way to the anthropology gallery where 
life-size mannequins of the people of Himachal 
Pradesh stands tall. 

Attired in traditional clothing, I am only too 
happy to see the familiar green Himachali cap. 
While we generalize it to be Himachali, it is in fact 
a Kinnauri cap and both men and women seem 
to don it at times. Interestingly, it has even taken 
a political identity in recent days as the previous 
Chief Minister of Himachal who used to be a Con-
gress used to wear the green Kinnauri cap and the 

current Chief Minister who is a BJP, wears a red 
Himachali cap instead. So, one’s political af ilia-
tion is also expressed just by the color of the Him-
achali cap you wear. Alongside these mannequins 
are images of ladies adorned in their traditional 
jewelry as the jewelry section is equally beautiful.

Nearby is the Numismatic section which 
showcases coins of the yesteryears throwing 
light on the economic situation of the region. 
The numismatic history of Himachal apparent-
ly begins with the punch marked coins from 
Akru and Kangra. The collection was extensive 
but it was funny that they displayed the plastic 
credit card of today’s times too. 

Another thing that caught my attention was 
an old Architectural and Sculptural map of In-
dia. The map was a de initely from colonial 
times legacy as Northeast India still had not 
made it to the map of India. It was an interest-
ing map but one has to wonder if an updated 
map of architecture and sculpture of Northeast 
India could’ve also been included, just how they 
updated the credit card in the numismatic col-
lection. An inclusive map of India could’ve been 
helpful but again, this map itself had become a 
museum specimen –an object of the past.

One of the well maintained parts of this 
museum was the army section. One could see 
the difference in the way this section displayed 
miniature military tanks, guns, weapons and 
ammunition of the army. There was a make shift 

Himachal State Museum –Shimla

bunker with a gun people could 
enter, pretend they were in a war 
and take pictures. There was also 
an army cardboard face-cut to take 
pictures in an army body. It was a 
sheer departure from the “do not 
touch” stance our state museums 
take and perhaps we could learn a 
thing or two about how museums 
can transition to a more interactive 
spaces as the army section did.

When one enters this museum, 
one has to pay Rs. 50/- for camera. 
But in today’s world, nobody really 
carries a camera because every-
body’s phone is already a camera. 
But they charge you if you want to 
take pictures. So, people might pay 
Rs.50/- and take pictures, or people 
might not pay Rs.50/- and still take 
pictures inside the museum. And 
the price is higher if you are a for-
eigner. But what’s really the point? 
By restricting taking pictures, the 

museum is only limiting itself.
For all we know, when people 

go to museums they take pictures 
and put it on social media. Their 
followers see it, and want to visit 
the museum too –creating a snow-
ball effect and an increase in muse-
um goers. Indeed, museums across 
the world have made museum go-
ing experience a fun and an inter-
active one with photo booths, pho-
tography allowed and an experi-
ence beyond just seeing the object.

Unfortunately for us, we still 
have a lot of catching up to do in 
our country if we want more peo-
ple visiting our museums. Perhaps 
that is the reason museums in our 
country remain distant and dusty 
only welcoming occasional strag-
glers myself. 

[The writer is Fellow, Indian 
Institute of Advanced Study]

MONGFING LEPCHA

A packed grey rucksack with 
necessary items, a red back-

pack with notebook, novels, pens, 
headphone, etc. and I was off to 
my ieldwork area to a very beau-
tiful place amidst the lap of nature 
called Tingvong -one of the villag-
es in Dzongu, North Sikkim. Ear-
lier, this year and the year before, 
I was in two different villages of 
West Sikkim. The ieldwork I am 
engaged to is merely for data col-
lection for my research thesis. Be-
fore going to the ield, I had already 
arranged for a place to stay, so the 
irst thing to do was to reach there. 

I was accompanied by another fel-
low researcher who is working on 
a different topic.

With the growing numbers of 
vehicles everywhere, people may 
think that it is easy and convenient 
to reach anywhere. But taking into 
consideration the condition of roads 
in most part of our State, comfort-
able journey sounds like a myth. 
To reach the ieldwork area I was 
heading towards, needed a journey 
on two different vehicles. Few years 
back there was a huge landslide 
at 4th mile Dzongu, which left the 
lower part of Dzongu cutoff from 
the rest of the world. Roads were 
damaged, bridges collapsed, the riv-
er was blocked which formed a lake 
that divided the two valleys with a 
huge gap. The only way for people to 
get connected with each other was 
by crossing over the lake. Although 
at initial phase, few rafts were used 
as means of transportation, the situ-
ation changed as the lake started to 
drain out making the rafts dif icult to 
function. Huge amount of sand was 
deposited in the middle of the river 
which divided the river in two parts 
making it low in two corners of the 
banks. Although we could hire a taxi 
we preferred to take the service taxi 
and share the journey along with 
people who lived in the other end of 
the river. So as we reached the river 
which we had to cross and get to the 
other side of the river and again take 
another taxi. I felt wonderful, look-

ing at the scenic beauty. The weath-
er was in our favor, the water level 
of the river was knee length which 
kept us away from the dif iculties of 
crossing over the river. We got to the 
other side and found the vehicle to 
be ready but even if we had reached 
to the vehicle, we had to wait almost 
an hour. The waiting was because 
people from the villages of the cutoff 
area had rations in bulk and since it 
was dif icult for them to cross the 
river along with heavy baggage; they 
had hired the only porter who was 
bringing all the bags from the other 
side of the river to the side where we 
were waiting. Every time he would 
cross the river, he would get himself 
inside the cold water, his barefoot on 
those prickly pebbles and the unsta-
ble sand. I saw him charging Rs 100 
per crossing. It was a huge amount 
especially for the villagers but they 
seemed to have no other option. 
Looking at it the other way round, it 
was so less an amount for someone 
who was putting himself into such 
struggles just to earn Rs 100. 

I was lost in that thought for a 
while but as soon as the next ve-
hicle we were in started to move, 
I forgot about the tragedy of Rs 
100 and started thinking about 
my ield area. We reached our des-
tination and from the very next 

day started with our ieldwork. It 
is always a new challenge in ield-
work area. People have told me it 
is easy for researchers to do ield-
work on their own community but 
it is not. There is always something 
new in every other places be it in 
own community or different one. 
In my view, going to a ieldwork 
area with preconceived notions 
about the place and people will 
restrict the researcher to grow as 
researcher. It is never the same. As 
days passed by we started to be-
come familiar faces in that village. 
During the stay, we once went to 
the town, which is again by cross-
ing over the river. While coming 
back we had to take the raft to 
cross over as the water level had 
already risen up. The raft was in 
deteriorating condition and there 
were no life jackets. There were 
children, women, and elderly peo-
ple in the raft. Getting off the raft 
was again a bigger issue than get-
ting on it, as the raft would stop at 
a point where water level was high 
and which was again far from the 
roads. One had to get down from 
the raft, walk through steep paths, 
dangerous bamboo bridge and get 
to the road where the next vehicle 
would be waiting. We somehow 
managed it. The second experi-
ence of crossing the river was no 

more mesmerizing like the irst 
one.

In the ieldwork area our daily 
schedule would be meeting people, 
collecting data for our respective 
research topics and get back. We 
had arranged our fooding in a can-
teen which was on the terrace of 
the building where we were stay-
ing, so cooking was not an issue. 
With the passing of days, monsoon 
started to give us a reality check 
of the situation at village. The 
only vehicle of the village could 

not function due to landslides at 
various points. The raft no longer 
worked as the water current was 
too high. So we were literally cut 
off from the rest of the world. For 
two three days the situation was 
same after which we heard that 
people were crossing the river 
through an incomplete RCC bridge 
which had no planks but just a rope 
to hold on and steel extension (for 
the planks to be installed) to step 
on it. Although life never stopped 
in the village, I could actually see 
how helpless people were. The 
weather was worse, food supplies 
were limited and the only way to 
cross the river was by risking their 
lives n that incomplete bridge. 

Apparently, a lady while 
crossing fell down and 
was badly injured but it 
could have been worse. 
The provisions of the 
canteen was almost over, 
so the owner, who was 
a ine kind lady decided 
to take the risk and go 
to town. They managed 
to cross over by raft but 
listening to her it seemed 
that it was not an easy 
task to bring the provi-
sions. Some would even 
come to us with hope 
that perhaps we could 
do something; which I 
made very clear that we 
are just researchers as I 
did not want to put those 
innocent people in false 
hope who were already 
suffering. Yet, I felt bad 

not just to see those people in that 
situation but also because I could 
not be of any help and even if I was 
I did not know how to help. I and 
my fellow researcher would get 
mad at ourselves for being so help-
less. One ine day we just could not 
bear our helplessness any longer 
and decided to talk to people in 
our contacts who could at least 
do something. Thankfully, I came 
across a very noble and humble 
person who directed me to talk to 

someone who could actually help 
in the progress of the bridge. That 
person gave words that the bridge 
would be completed within 15 
days. Although, that was the least 
we could do but somehow I felt 
good to make others know some of 
the ground realities of such places 
which are always overshadowed 
and never looked upon.

We had almost come to the 
end of our ieldwork and the day 
we came back from the village 
we crossed over through that in-
complete bridge. It was a terrify-
ing experience. After crossing and 
getting to the other side I could 
not control my tears thinking how 
people go through that horrible 
experience on a daily basis and 
people who are responsible to look 
after the well being of these people 
may not even be aware about it. 
Well, I do not want to mention the 
sensitive part of this experience, or 
play the blame game. I do not want 
my re lection to be polarized and 
be given a different meaning- cre-
ating a negative impact.  This is a 
very brief description of my expe-
rience as a researcher from a place 
where I had gone to do my research 
and saw more, felt more and came 
out a different person. As I said it is 
never the same as each area has its 
own story to tell and there are peo-
ple, who interpret the story in their 
own ways. So, until and unless one 
does not experience it, face it and re-
lect accordingly, truth will never be 

re lected. This ieldwork is in a way 
a turning point of my life as a re-
searcher as it put me back into sens-
es to think what are my responsibil-
ities as a researcher, how can I con-
tribute to the society as a researcher 
and so forth… As the saying goes “if 
you cannot do great things, do small 
things in a great way”, so here I am 
re lecting the experience of my ield-
work that somehow re lects the sto-
ry of voices that has gone silent with 
time but not still hopeful indeed.

[the writer is , Research 
Scholar, Department of Anthro-

pology, Sikkim University]

Life on the other side of the river
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
WATER SECURITY & PUBLIC HEALTH 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
NO: WS&PHED/1806/SEW/18-19/ 01     Dated: 04 / 10 / 2018

INVITATION FOR E-TENDER
The Water Security & Public Health Engineering Department, Government of Sikkim, on behalf 

of the Governor of   Sikkim, invites percentage rate E-tender under two -bid system from the Eligi-
ble Class contractors enlisted with Sikkim Public Works Department, Government of Sikkim/ either 
individually or as consortium of companies/ Joint Ventures, for execution of work as detailed below:

 i) Last date for submission of bids online by the Bidders: 10/11/2018  1300 hours 
 ii) Date of opening of bids:      12/11/2018  from 1400 hours
 iii) Declaration of  result:     16/11/2018
2 The Bidder having experience in the construction and consider themselves capable to under-

take execution of the project may download the details and bidding documents from the e-pro-
curement portal i.e www.sikkimtender.gov.in w.e.f  08/10/2018 at 1300 hours onwards.

3 The completed tender documents must be uploaded in the e-procurement portal on or before 
10/11/2018, 1300 hours. All the relevant papers as per the bidding documents except fi nancial 
bid must be submitted in hard copy along with the cost of standard bidding document (SBD) 
in the form of challan/demand draft drawn in favour of Chief Accounts Offi  cer, Water Security 
& Public Health Engineering Department, Government of Sikkim, payable at the State Bank of 
Sikkim, Gangtok in the receipt head 0215-01-102 before opening of the bidding documents. 
If the hard copy of the relevant document i/c the cost of tender document and Earnest Money 
Deposit (EMD) are not received on 10/11/2018 before 1300 hours, the tender documents so 
submitted by the bidder through e-procurement portal shall be considered non-responsive and 
shall not be opened.

4 The department reserves the right to reject or accept any bid(s) and cancel the bidding process 
or    reject all application without assigning any reason thereof.

5. Uploading of tender document in e-procurement portal is mandatory.  Submission of hard copy 
only shall not be entertained.

6. Qualifying requirements of the Bidder should be uploaded as per the bidding documents.
Sd/-

CHIEF ENGINEER
WS&PHE DEPARTMENT

R.O. No. 401/IPR/PUB/Classi./18-19 dt. 5.10.18

Sl.
No. Name of work

Cost of 
Bidding 

document
s (in Rs.)

Bid security 
2.5% of the 
bid value(in 

Rs.)

Bid value (in 
Rs.)

1 2 3 4 5

1

Setting up of Sewer collection disposal 
system and construction of approach 
road to Sewerage Treatment Plant for 
Gangtok Town-Zone III, East Sikkim
under National River Conservation Plan.

2,00,000.00 63,92,925.00 25,57,16,966.00

M , O  6 (PTI): 
Tanushree Dutta on Sat-
urday iled a police com-
plaint against veteran 
actor Nana Patekar for al-
legedly sexually harassing 
her on the sets of a ilm in 
2008, police said.

Dutta, in a recent 
interview alleged that 
Patekar had misbehaved 
with her while ilming 
a song for the 2008 ilm 
“Horn Ok Pleasss”.

She has iled the com-
plaint at the Oshiwara 
police station against 
Patekar, choreographer Ganesh Acharya, producer 
Sameer Siddiqui and director Rakesh Sarang.

According to Dutta’s advocate Nitin Satpute, the ac-
tor will be giving a statement to the police on Sunday.

“We have iled a police complaint, they are inves-
tigating the matter and tomorrow (Sunday) they have 
called her (Dutta) for recording her statement,” Sat-
pute told PTI.

He added that a similar complaint had been iled 
by the actor back in 2008 as well.

In a letter, Dutta said that she lodged her com-
plaint for the registration of FIR under Sections 354, 
354 (A), Section 34 and Section 509 of the Indian Pe-
nal Code (IPC).

She further said before shooting the song, which 
was supposed to be a solo song picturised only on her, 
she had clearly mentioned that she will not enact or 
perform any lewd, vulgar or uncomfortable steps.

However, on the forth day of the shoot, Patekar’s 
behaviour was inappropriate as he was grabbing her 
by the arms and pushing her around on the pretext of 
teaching her some steps, the complaint said.

“When he was touching me indecently and unnec-
essary I felt very uncomfortable because of his be-
haviour, I felt he has outraged my modesty,” the letter 
read.

Dutta even complained to the choreographer, pro-
ducer and director hoping some action would be tak-
en and everything would be ine.

But to her surprise, new steps were introduced by 

Acharya, which were intimate and included Patekar 
touching her inappropriately, she alleged.

The actor said she was being forced and pres-
surised to do the steps but after she refused, the pro-
ducer threatened to defame her.

Everyone was taking side of Patekar, she said.
She then called her parents and manager, who 

questioned Patekar’s actions. However, the producer 
refused to budge and Dutta had no choice but to leave 
the studio, the complaint said.

On the way out, her car was attacked but with the 
help of the police she managed to escape from the 
spot, it added.

We were then taken to the police station and my 
statement was recorded but not as per the complaint. 
Many parts of my complaint were deleted, omitted 
and avoided, she alleged.

She also lodged a complaint with CINTAA in March 
2008.

“After the above incident I was under tremendous 
shock and I suffered psychological trauma and was 
unable to take work and suffered huge monetary loss 
in crores,” Dutta said in the letter.

Earlier in the day, Patekar, who was shooting for 
his upcoming ilm “Housefull 4” in Jodhpur, landed 
here Saturday.

“I said this ten years ago... a lie is a lie (Dus saal 
pehle bol chuka hoon, ab jo jhoot hai woh jhoot hai’),” 
Patekar told reporters here Saturday.

Patekar’s lawyer had sent a legal notice to Dutta 
demanding apology.

Tanushree Dutta fi les sexual harassment
complaint against Patekar

M , O  7 (AFP): Steven Nzonzi 
and Edin Dzeko scored in either 
half as resurgent Roma won their 
fourth consecutive game to move 
third in Serie A with a 2-0 win over 
promoted Empoli in Tuscany.

Eusebio Di Francesco’s side 
had slumped to ninth after a four-
game winless streak, but jumped 
into the top three with a win over 
second-from-bottom Empoli.

French World Cup winner 
Nzonzi headed in his irst goal for 
Roma since his move from Sevilla 
in the 36th minute, with Bosnian 
ace Dzeko following his mid-
week Champions League hat-trick 
against Viktoria Plzen by wrapping 
up the points ive minutes from 
time.

Roma are now ten points be-
hind leaders Juventus -- who have 
a maximum 24 points after eight 
games -- and one point adrift of 
Carlo Ancelotti’s Napoli who host 
Sassuolo on Sunday.

“The main thing is we’re back 
winning,” said Dzeko.

“It wasn’t an easy period but 
we worked our way through it, 
we have now won four games in a 
row heading into the internation-
al break and we have ixed things 
a bit.”

Teenage defender Luca Pel-
legrini got his irst Roma start, 
with mid ielder Javier Pastore and 
centre-back Aleksandar Kolarov 
injured.

Lorenzo Pellegrini sent a 

free-kick over for Nzonzi to get 
the opener with Empoli proving 
wasteful.

Ismael Bennacer rattled the 
woodwork for the hosts after the 
break with Francesco Caputo blaz-
ing a penalty over the crossbar on 
58 minutes after a Cengiz Under 
handball.

But Dzeko grabbed the second, 
collecting a Stephan El Shaarawy 
through ball to ire into the roof of 
the net.

Roma have now won their last 
four games over Frosinone, Lazio, 
Viktoria Plzen and Empoli, for a 
total of 14 goals with just one con-
ceded.

But Di Francesco insisted there 
was room for improvement.

Nzonzi, Dzeko score as resurgent
Roma move third in Serie A

Indian girl 
Keerthana 
wins IBSF 
world U-16 
snooker 
title
M , O  7 (PTI): In-
dia’s Keerthana Pandian has 
won the girls’ title in the IBSF 
World Under-16 Snooker 
Championships, her maiden 

international crown.
In the corresponding boys 

category, Ben Martens of Bel-
gium clinched the title in St 
Petersburg, Russia, according 
to information received from 
the media cell of Internation-
al Billiards & Snooker Federa-
tion (IBSF).

Keerthana won the girls’ 
title by outclassing Belarus-
sian rival Albina Leschuk 3-1 
in the inal.

After qualifying for knock-
out stage as seed 4, Keerthana 
knocked out her compatriot 
Manasvini Sekar and Russian 

girl Alina Khairulina in straight 
frames 3-0 before meeting the 
defending champion and coun-
trymate Anupama Ramachan-
dran in the semis.

Keerthana had lost the 
irst frame, but after that she 

played lawlessly to win next 
three frames and defeated 
Anupama 3-1.

Similarly, in the inal, Keer-
thana went down after win-
ning the irst frame, but with 
scoreslevel at 1-1, she geared 
up and played with full con-
trol to win next two frames 
and the championship.

H  K , O  7 
(AFP): US Open cham-
pion Naomi Osaka has 
pulled out of this week’s 
Hong Kong Open to pre-
vent aggravating a slight 
back injury, organisers 
said on Sunday.

The Japanese star re-
quired treatment to her 
lower back during her 
semi- inal defeat to un-
seeded Anastasija Sev-
astova at the China Open 
in Beijing on Saturday.

Afterwards, Osaka, 
who turns 21 on October 
16, said it was more a 
case of fatigue than any-
thing more serious, but 
suggested that she may 
not make the WTA Hong 
Kong Open, which starts 
on Monday.

“Unfortunately, I have 
been playing through 
pain in my back this 
whole week,” the world 

number six said in a sub-
sequent statement re-
leased by organisers.

“The doctors have ad-
vised me that I need to 
rest to ensure the injury 
is not further aggravat-
ed and become more se-
rious.” One player who 
does appear set to play 
in Hong Kong is China’s 
Wang Qiang, who is in 
the form of her life.

Wang was well beat-
en by world number two 
Caroline Wozniacki in the 
China Open semi- inals, 
going down 6-1, 6-3, and 
has been carrying a thigh 
injury.

“I’ll try my best be-
cause I will de initely 
face the same situation 
in the future,” the 28th-
ranked Wang said, asked 
if she would compete in 
Hong Kong. “I cannot give 
up easily.

Osaka pulls out of Hong 
Kong Open with back injury

L  A , O  7 
(AFP): Six-time Olym-
pic gold medallist Ryan 
Lochte is seeking treat-
ment for alcohol addic-
tion, his lawyer told US 
media.

Attorney Jeff Os-
trow told celebrity web-
site TMZ on Friday that 
Lochte was pursuing 
treatment and remained 
hopeful of qualifying to 
swim in a ifth Olympics 
at Tokyo in 2020.

“Ryan knows that 
conquering this disease 
now is a must for him to 
avoid making future poor 
decisions, to be the best 
husband and father he 
can be, and if he wants to 
achieve his goal to return 
to dominance in the pool 
in his ifth Olympics in 
Tokyo in 2020,” Ostrow 
told TMZ.

Lochte, 34, has won a 
total of 12 Olympic medals.

His decision to pur-
sue treatment follows 
an incident in California 
where police were called 
on Thursday morning af-
ter he tried to break into 
his own hotel room.

Less than 24 hours 
later, Lochte was in-
volved in a car crash 
shortly after arriving in 
Gainesville, Florida.

He was cited for “care-
less driving” but there 

was no mention of alco-
hol in the police report.

Drinking was a factor 
when Lochte was em-
broiled in scandal at the 
2016 Rio Olympics. He 
claimed that he and three 
other US swimmers were 
robbed after a night of 
revelry but Brazilian po-
lice later determined that 
Lochte had largely fabri-
cated the story.

He was handed a 
10-month suspension by 
USA Swimming.

Lochte is current-
ly serving a 14-month 
suspension for a doping 
violation after receiving 
an intravenous infusion 
without a therapeutic 
use exemption.

There was no indica-
tion that the infusion in-
volved a banned drug.

The suspension was 
announced in July and 
made retroactive to May 
24, the date he received 
the treatment that he 
said was taken as a pre-
caution after his wife and 
son fell sick.

Olympic swimmer Lochte
reportedly seeks treatment

for alcohol addiction
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LALIT K JHA
W , O  7 (PTI): Don-
ald Trump’s controversial nominee 
Brett Kavanaugh was sworn in as a 
judge of the US Supreme Court, in a 
major victory for the US President 
ahead of key mid-term elections in 
November amid crackling tension, 
angry protests and high drama on 
Capitol Hill.

Kavanaugh was of icially 
sworn in Saturday evening as the 
114th Justice of the Supreme Court 
by Chief Justice John Roberts who 
administered the Constitutional 
Oath in the Justices’ Conference 
Room, hours after the 53-year-old 
judge was con irmed by a bitterly 
divided Senate by 50-48 votes -- 
the closest nomination vote since 
1881.

Retired Associate Justice An-
thony M Kennedy administered 
the judicial oath. Wife Ashley Ka-
vanaugh held the family Bible. Jus-
tice Kavanaugh’s two daughters, 
Liza and Margaret, and his parents 
attended the ceremony.

His appointment is for life and 
he will strengthen conservative 
control of the nine-judge court, 
which has the inal say on US law.

President Trump, who was on 
a November 6 mid-term election 
campaign trail in Kansas, called 
Kavanaugh to congratulate him on 
his con irmation and swearing in.

“I just congratulated him,” he 
said.

“I said congratulations. It was 
well fought. I mean, who would 
have thought a thing like that 
could have happened, what he’s 
been through? Everything was un-
corroborated,” he told reporters in 
Topeka, Kansas.

Kavanaugh, whose nomination 
was hit by multiple accusations 
of sexual misconduct against him 
from his past, replaces Kennedy 
who had announced his resigna-
tion early this year.

He has vehemently denied all 
allegations of sexual misconduct 

against him when he was in high 
school and college.

The swearing in of Kavanaugh 
as the Supreme Court judge comes 
after weeks of bitterly fought bat-
tle between the ruling Republican 
and the opposition Democratic 
parties.

Republicans had accused 
Democrats of seeking to delay the 
con irmation of Kavanaugh in the 
hope that they will make gains in 
the mid-term elections in Novem-
ber and stop his appointment alto-
gether.

Things took an ugly turn in the 
last few weeks, when three women 

came forward with allegations that 
Kavanaugh had sexually assaulted 
them.

Millions of people inside US and 
abroad watched live on their televi-
sion sets the open hearing of Kava-
naugh and his irst accuser Chris-
tine Ford, a professor in California.

Under tremendous political 
pressure, Trump ordered a last-min-
ute FBI supplemental inquiry.

The FBI submitted the con i-
dential report to the Senate com-
mittee Thursday and soon Senator 
Chuck Grassley, the chairman of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
said the new FBI investigation into 

Kavanaugh found nothing to cor-
roborate sexual assault allegations 
against him.

“This investigation found no 
hint of misconduct,” Senator Grass-
ley said in a statement. “There’s 
nothing in it that we didn’t already 
know.”

President Trump took to Twit-
ter on Thursday to say the FBI re-
port vindicated his nominee and 
expressed optimism about Re-
publican chances in the November 
midterm elections, where control 
of the House of Representatives 
and Senate could be at stake.

On Saturday, the Senate con-
irmed the nomination of Kava-

naugh by 50-48 votes, which was 
mostly on party lines.

Kavanaugh is the second 
Supreme Court nominee of 
President Trump to be con irmed 
by the Senate.

Describing Kavanaugh as an 
outstanding person, Trump said 
that in recent weeks he and his 
family suffered a lot because of the 
opposition Democratic lawmakers 
who according to him supported 
an uncorroborated allegation of 
sexual assault against him.

“We’re very honoured that he 
was able to withstand this horri-
ble, horrible attack by the Demo-
crats. It’s a horrible attack that no-
body should have to go through,” 

he said.
“But the beautiful thing is, he 

is now in. He’s going to be there 
for a long time. And he’s just an 
outstanding intellect, outstanding 
scholar, a brilliant lawyer -- bril-
liant at everything he’s ever done. 
So we’re very happy. It was a great 
vote, a very historic vote,” Trump 
said.

Even as he was being sworn in 
inside the Supreme Court, scores 
of people protested across the 
street at the Capitol. At one point 
some protesters ran up the steps 
and banged on the court’s or-
nate doors. Other demonstrators 
climbed on the nearby statue of 
justice.

“The crowd in front of the US 
Supreme Court is tiny, looks like 
about 200 people (& most are on-
lookers) - that wouldn’t even ill 
the irst couple of rows of our Kan-
sas Rally, or any of our Rallies for 
that matter! The Fake News Media 
tries to make it look sooo big, & it’s 
not!” Trump tweeted.

Of the nine-members on the 
powerful Supreme Court bench, 
two of the judges Kavanagh and 
Neil Gorsuch have been nominated 
by Trump. His predecessor 
Barack Obama nominated Sonia 
Sotomayor and Elena Kagan, both 
women, on the bench in 2009 and 
2010 respectively.

Trump’s controversial nominee Brett Kavanaugh
sworn in as SC Judge amid protests

J , O  7 (AFP): As many 
as 5,000 people are believed miss-
ing from two hard-hit areas in Palu 
more than a week after the Indo-
nesian city was devastated by an 
earthquake and tsunami, an of icial 
said Sunday.

Indonesia’s disaster agency said 
the igure was based on estimates 
from local heads in the Petobo and 
Balaroa areas of the city, where en-
tire neighbourhoods disappeared 

in the twin disaster on Sulawesi 
island that has seen 1,763 bodies 
recovered so far.

“Based on reports from the 
heads of Balaroa and Petobo, there 
are about 5,000 people who have 
not been found,” agency spokesman 
Sutopo Purwo Nugroho told report-
ers Sunday, adding that it was dif i-
cult to know the exact igure given 
the areas were largely buried under 
mountains of mud and wreckage.

5,000 believed missing in two hard-hit
Indonesian quake zones: of icial

S , O  7 (AFP): US Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo hailed “progress” 
in talks with North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un in Pyongyang Sunday 
before landing in Seoul on a whirl-
wind diplomatic visit to the region.

The top US diplomat met with 
Kim for around two hours Sunday 
morning in the North’s capital, where 
denuclearisation and a second US-
North Korean summit were expected 
to be high on the agenda, before the 
pair shared a lunch together.

“Had a good trip to Pyongyang to 
meet with Chairman Kim,” Pompeo 
tweeted. “We continue to make 
progress on agreements made at 
Singapore Summit. Thanks for host-
ing me and my team.” The visit was 
Pompeo’s fourth to North Korea. US 
President Donald Trump met Kim in 
Singapore in June for the irst-ever 
summit between the countries.

Speaking to Pompeo via an inter-
preter following the morning’s talks, 
Kim praised their “nice meeting”.

He added: “It’s a very nice day 
that promises a good future ... for 
both countries.” After a previous vis-
it to Pyongyang in July, Pompeo had 
said the two foes had made prog-
ress on key issues. But within hours 
of the Secretary of State departing 
the North released a statement con-
demning “gangster-like” demands 
from the US, raising questions over 
how much the two sides really saw 
eye to eye.

An of icial on Sunday’s latest visit 
to Pyongyang with Pompeo said the 

trip was “better than the last time”, 
but added: “It’s going to be a long 
haul.”

Details of Sunday’s discussions 
were not immediately available. But 
prior to the meeting, Pompeo tweet-
ed that he would “continue our work 
to ful il the commitments made (by) 
POTUS and Chairman Kim,” using 
an acronym to refer to US President 
Donald Trump.

On the light to Tokyo, Pompeo 
said his aim was to “develop suf i-
cient trust” between Washington and 
Pyongyang to inch towards peace.

“Then we are also going to set up 
the next summit,” said Pompeo.

However, he played down expec-
tations for a breakthrough.

“I doubt we will get it nailed but 
begin to develop options for both lo-
cation and timing for when Chairman 
Kim will meet with the president 
again. Maybe we will get further than 
that,” said the top US diplomat.

No sitting US president has ever 
visited North Korea, which according 
to human rights groups remains one 
of the most repressive countries on 
Earth.

Since the Singapore summit, 

which yielded what critics charge 
was only a vague commitment by 
Kim towards denuclearisation of the 
Korean peninsula, the road towards 
warmer ties has been bumpy.

Trump scrapped a previously 
planned trip by his top diplomat to 
Pyongyang after what he said was 
insuf icient progress towards imple-
menting the terms of the Singapore 
declaration.

But the unorthodox US president 
has also since declared himself “in 
love” with Kim.

Washington and Pyongyang have 
sparred over the exact terms of their 
vaguely-worded agreement in Singa-
pore, with the US pushing to main-
tain sanctions and pressure against 
the North until its “ inal, fully veri ied 
denuclearisation.

Last month the North’s foreign 
minister told the United Nations 
there was “no way” his country 
would disarm irst as long as tough 
US sanctions remain against his 
country.

Analysts say Washington may 
now consider new options as China, 
Russia and South Korea seek to relax 
sanctions.

“North Korea took some steps 
towards denuclearisation and the US 
will face criticism from the interna-
tional community if it continues to 
demand complete denuclearisation 
without any lifting of sanctions,” said 
Yang Moo-jin, a professor at the Uni-
versity of North Korean Studies in 
Seoul.

PORT-AU-PRINCE, O  
7 (AFP): A 5.9-magni-
tude earthquake struck 
just off the northwest 
coast of Haiti late Sat-
urday, killing at least 
11 people and causing 
damage to buildings in 
the Caribbean nation, au-
thorities said.

The epicenter of the 
quake was located about 
19 kilometers (12 miles) 
northwest of the city of 
Port-de-Paix, the US Geo-
logical Survey reported.

Government spokes-
man Eddy Jackson Alexis 
told AFP that 11 people 
were so far reported 
dead, adding that a disas-
ter response task force 
had been set up.

The quake struck at 
8:10 pm (0010 GMT Sun-
day) at a shallow depth 
of 11.7 kilometers.

The tremor was felt 
in the capital Port-de-
Prince, sparking emo-
tion among residents 
still shell-shocked from 
the massive 2010 earth-
quake that left at least 
200,000 people dead and 
300,000 more wounded.

President Jovenel 
Moise took to Twitter to 
urge Haitians to “remain 
calm,” and said local and 

regional authorities were 
assisting those in need.

“The injured are 
being treated at area 
hospitals,” Haiti’s civil 
protection agency said 
late Saturday, noting 
that some of the injuries 
were sustained when 
people panicked after 
the quake.

Images of damaged 
homes and partially de-

stroyed buildings were 
circulating on social 
media, but AFP was not 
immediately able to con-
irm their authenticity.

Haiti’s Nord-Ouest 
department is the poor-
est part of the impover-
ished country, with many 
isolated areas due to the 
dire state of the roads. 
Port-de-Paix is the capi-
tal of the department.

At least 11 dead in Haiti earthquake: Govt spokesman

Pompeo hails ‘progress’ after talks
with Kim Jong Un in Pyongyang
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SARAH HYLAND & MICKEY MOUSE: The Modern 
Family star joins the celebration at Mickey’s 90th 
Spectacular in Los Angeles.

M , O  7 (PTI): 
Filmmaker Anurag Kashy-
ap has opened up about the 
sexual harassment allega-
tion against his Phantom 
Films partner Vikas Bahl, 
saying he was “ill-advised” 
in the matter by his law-
yers.

In a recent article in 
Huffpost India, a former 
woman employee of the 
now dissolved production 
banner has reiterated the 
allegations and shared fur-
ther details about the inci-
dent in May 2015.

According to the report, 
the woman said she had 
reached out to Kashyap and 
detailed her experience, but no action 
was taken while Bahl continued to harass 
her until she inally quit the company.

In a two-page statement on Twitter, 
Kashyap said his legal aides told him 
that there was nothing he could do to 
ire Bahl from Phantom Films, which 

they set up seven years ago.
“While at Phantom, I did everything 

I could, within what I was told by my 
partner and his lawyers. For legal and 
inancial decisions, I was fully depen-

dent on my partner and his team. They 
took care of those things so I could focus 
on what I did better, creatives. His word 
and his team’s word on any matter used 
to be the inal word for us,” he wrote in 
the statement.

“According to legal advice provided to 
me then, I was told that we had very lim-
ited options. Now in hindsight and after 
taking stock of things myself, I can quite 
see how I was ill-advised,” he added.

Kashyap said given limited options, 
the company decided to a “strong moral 
stand” that included barring Bahl from 
the of ice premises and taking away his 
signing authority.

The ilmmaker also said that he 

“named and shamed” Bahl in private 
“amongst whoever asked about it”. He 
claimed that nothing about the allega-
tions against Bahl was “under wraps”.

“The victim had complete trust in me 
individually. However, since she knew I 
depended on others to handle legalities 
(and perhaps was more perceptive than 
me in seeing how I was being poorly 
advised), maybe she found it dif icult to 
trust that I would be able to (or allowed 
to) see the plan through of stripping Vi-
kas of his power within the company.

“This could perhaps also be why she 
eventually backed out of signing the 
document that was being put in place 
capturing the terms of how this would 
be dealt with,” he added.

Kashyap also said that the lawyers 
told him that Bahl’s removal from the 
company was hindered by two things 
-- his status as “an equal promoter/di-
rector who actually ran the company” 
and that there was no clause in their 
contract to ire him “on the grounds of 
misconduct”.

He claimed that the story got out 
only after he corroborated it with the 
journalist. He also said that he was the 
anonymous source who leaked out the 

story to the press last year.
“Why did I take time to 

corroborate the story? Be-
cause I took time trusting the 
journalist. I placed my trust in 
him only when the victim told 
me that I could. Corroborat-
ing the story is also taking a 
stand.

Kashyap said that for a 
long time the victim did not 
tell him about the incident 
because “she saw me dealing 
with depression”.

“She put herself through 
a personal hell to protect me 
and I could not because I was 
unfortunately ill-advised that 
there is little I could do. That 
being said, I fully understand 

that it is no excuse whatsoever and all 
of my actions above I’d hope are demon-
strative of every intention on my part to 
set this right.”

The ilmmaker said there are not many 
provisions to deal with sexual harassment 
in the industry and feels it is “extremely 
ill-equipped” to counter this menace.

“This industry is extremely ill-
equipped to handle matters such as sex-
ual harassment, copyright, censorship 
and all the things we put ourselves in 
dock with. A large part of the reason for 
this is that there is clearly lack of correct 
advice and awareness of legal reme-
dies,” he added.

He apologised to the victim and said 
he will ensure that such incidents would 
not happen again on his work premises.

According to the publication, they 
had also sent detailed questionnaires to 
Phantom Films’s remaining three part-
ners -- Bahl, Vikramaditya Motwane and 
Madhu Mantena.

Before the article was published, the 
four partners Saturday announced that 
have decided to dissolve their joint ban-
ner Phantom Films, without citing the 
reason for this decision.

I was ill-advised: Anurag Kashyap on allegations
of sexual harassment against Vikas Behl

L  A , O  7 (PTI): 
Actor Keira Knightley has re-
vealed that she was diagnosed 
with post-traumatic stress 
disorder at the age of 22.

In an interview for The 
Hollywood Reporter Awards 
Chatter podcast, the 33-year-
old actor said she struggled 
with the constant media at-
tention that came after her 
performances in ilms such 
as “Pirates of the Caribbean” 
series and “Love Actually”.

“That run of ilms was 
completely insane. It’s amaz-
ing looking back at it -- from 
the outside you’re like, 
‘Whoa, that was hit after hit 
after hit!’ you know, but from 
the inside, all you’re hearing 
is the criticism, really.

“And also, I was aware 
that I didn’t know what I was 
doing, you know? I didn’t 
know my trade, I didn’t know 
my craft. I knew that there 
was something that worked 
sometimes, but I didn’t know 

how to kind of capture that,” 
the actor said.

Knightley said her per-
sonal life changed after “Pi-
rates of the Caribbean” as she 
always found “misogynistic” 
paparazzi chasing after her 
and even abusing her.

“Being followed around 
by 20 guys who are actually 
deeply misogynistic, it was 
a really rude awakening to 
the world of misogyny. It was 
literally men shouting at me, 

calling me a w***e,” she said.
She said for paparazzis 

it was “big money to get pic-
tures of women falling apart”.

“There’s a lot of money to 
get your boyfriend or father to 
physically hurt (the paparazzi) 
over the stuff they are saying to 
you. And there’s a lot of money 
from suing you. So suddenly 
there was a level of violence, it 
felt, in the air, that is not a thing 
that anybody would react to 
well,” she added.

“The Imitation Game” 
actor said she had a mental 
breakdown when she was 22.

“I did have a mental 
breakdown at 22, so I did take 
a year off there and was diag-
nosed with post-traumatic 
stress disorder because of all 
of that stuff.”

She said she went into 
“deep therapy” because of 
the ordeal and upon return-
ing to work in 2010, she “felt 
really good”.

Keira Knightley says she had mental
breakdown and PTSD at 22M , O  7 (PTI): 

Actor Shilpa Shetty on 
Sunday said it is time 
women spoke about 
their harassment but 
not under the hashtag 
‘MeToo’ but ‘YouToo’ 
as it is the men who 
are at fault.

Shilpa applauded 
Tanushree Dutta for 
speaking up about the 
alleged harassment 
she faced from Nana 
Patekar on a ilm’s set ten years ago and said 
it has kick-started a movement.

“In any milieu, actors, entrepreneurs, the 
working environment should feel safe. That 
should be a prerequisite. This entire move-
ment which has been initiated by Tanushree 
Dutta, my heart goes out to her, as a woman 
and on a human level because something like 
this was brushed under the carpet,” Shilpa 
told PTI.

Patekar has denied the allegations of sex-
ual harassment.

Shilpa said women should not feel weak 
or blame themselves and should rather be 
strong today.

“We don’t know the nitty gritties of the 

goings on but it has 
kick-started a move-
ment. People have suf-
fered. It’s time wom-
en wake up and take 
charge. It shouldn’t 
be hashtag MeToo, it 
should be YouToo, for 
the men. It’s shouldn’t 
be the women, cowing 
down and saying oh 
#MeToo,” she added.

Shilpa was speak-
ing at the Skechers 

Mumbai Walkathon here.
The actor said she always believed in stay-

ing it and going to the gym at a time when 
even her contemporaries were not into it.

“When I entered the industry back in the 
day, nobody was into itness as much. They 
were into looking good. I don’t think any 
heroines also went to the gym 25 years ago, 
I used to be one of those who used to go! It 
started way back and I slowly transitioned 
from an actor to wanting to become a health 
enthusiast.”

Shilpa said it was not that because she 
was an actor that she chose to stay it and says 
she was always a itness enthusiast, thanks to 
her father.

Instead of #MeToo, it should be #YouToo for men: Shilpa


