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CM's Facebook page hacked
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 27 Feb:

Chief Minister, PS Ta-
mang's official Face-

book page, "Prem Singh Ta-
mang-Golay," which is an FB 
verified account, has been 
hacked. 

Sources inform that the 
page was hacked at around 
5 pm on Saturday and the 
profile picture was changed. 

Apart from changing 
the profile picture, the per-
son who has taken over the 
account has also deleted 
some recent posts from the 
page. The page used to car-
ry posts on a regular basis, 

sometimes multiple times 
in a day, but now, the most 
recent post on the page after 
the update on the change in 
profile picture is from 26 De-
cember, 2020.

A simple Google image 
search of the profile picture 
used by the hacker throws 
up a series of obviously fake 
social media accounts on 
Twitter and some apps and 
services which have scant 
following in these parts. 
Most of the accounts using 
this specific profile-foto are 
apparently not based in In-
dia, the language in which 
they post and the addresses 

provided by them locating 
them in distant countries 
like Venezuela, Brazil, and 
yes, even one from Pakistan.

The Information & Pub-
lic Relations Department, in 
a notice released at around 
10:30PM on Saturday night, 
while confirming that the 
page has been hacked, has 
also directed that “any up-
date from this page may not 
be entertained till the issue 
is resolved, please.”

The IPR Department “in-
formation” has been issued 
by the District Information 
Officer, East.

Generally, celebri-

ty accounts are well se-
cured most of the apps and 
websites have developed 
two-factor authentication. 
However, celebrity social 
media accounts are targeted 
often. Most recently, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
Twitter account was hacked 
in September last year, it 
may be recalled. Still bigger 
names Jeff Bezos, Barack 
Obama, Michel Bloomberg, 
Joe Biden, Bill Gates, Kanye 
West, Wiz Khalifa, Elon 
Musk, and Kim Kardashian 
have been hacked as well in 
recent times.

While “password guess-

ing” has been detected as 
one of the ways hackers 
take over accounts, the 
more nefarious tricks in-
volve SIM-Jacking in which 
attackers trick the victim’s 
phone service provider into 
porting the number into a 
new SIM card. The new SIM 
can then be used for logging 
into accounts or accessing 
accounts. Phising is a term 
social media users are now 
familiar with and connecting 
to open wifi connections also 
leaves users open to hacking 
since data transferred on an 
open Wi-Fi connection is of-
ten unencrypted and unse-

cured. Sensitive information 
entered while on public wifi 
is easily accessible to anyone 
on the same wifi.

Of late, people using out-
dated operating systems or 
those who have not updated 
their apps and phones regu-
larly, and celebrities are known 
not to update regularly, have 
fallen prey to new hacking 
technologies since their devic-
es are vulnerable because they 
have not been updated.

Sikkim Police now has a 
cell dedicated to cyber se-
curity and pressure must be 
high on them to resolve this 
issue at the earliest.

Innovator Sonam Wangchuk who inspired '3 Idiots' develops solar heated tent for army 

Covid vaccine jab capped at 
₹ 250 at private hospitals 

2 primary contacts are Sikkim’s 
only new Covid cases on Saturday

SRP celebrates 5th foundation day
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 27 Feb: 

Two new cases of nov-
el coronavirus were 

reported in the last 24 
hours taking the State’s 
tally of confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 to 
6,137 on Saturday. 
Both the persons are 
primary contacts of the 
JP Company employee 
who has tested positive 
a few days back at Sir-
wani, Singtam in East 
District.

Meanwhile, the num-
ber of recovered Covid 
cases improved to 5,861 
with the discharge of 

three more COVID pa-
tients from isolation fa-
cilities. 

There are now 44 ac-
tive cases of novel coro-
navirus in Sikkim.

In his daily health bul-
letin on Saturday, Health 
Department State IEC 
Officer, Sonam Gyaltsen 
Bhutia informed that the 
two positive cases were 
picked up from the test-
ing of 133 samples on 
Friday. 

He added that both 
the cases were picked 
up in the RT-PCR testing 
of 94 samples, while the 
18 samples screened by 

TrueNat and 21 through 
rapid antigen testing, all 
returned negative for 
COVID-19. 

He mentioned that an 
employee of JP Company, 
who had returned re-
cently from Hyderabad, 
developed Covid symp-
toms a few days back and 
was found with the virus 
when tested. 

During the testing of 
his primary contacts, two 
more were found posi-
tive for COVID-19. 

The vaccination 
drive, meanwhile, will re-
sume on Monday after a 
weekend break.

AARON RAI
Gangtok, 27 Feb:

The fifth foundation 
day of Sikkim Re-

publican Party was cele-
brated at the River View 
Hotel in Ranipool, East 
Sikkim today. The party 
came into existence five 
years ago at the Jore-
thang playground.

Party president KB 
Rai addressed the gath-
ering at the River View 
Hotel in the presence of 
party workers from all 
four districts. He con-
gratulated all the party 
workers on a successful 
five-year journey. 

He shed light on the 
party's objectives aims, 
issues and future plans. 
In his address, Mr Rai 
said that only the Sikkim 
Republican Party has 
come forward with the 
aim of saving the identity 
of Sikkim.

Mr Rai stated the 
state was given Article 
371F after its merger 
with India to protect it-
self but this Article is 
riddled with bullets now. 

He further said that the 
entire state could have 
got tribal status if it were 
not for the foolishness of 
previous governments. 

The present gov-
ernment should now 
aim to give not only the 
tribal identity but also 
restore the lost Nepali 
reserved seats in the 
State Assembly.

Speaking on the issue 
of Gyalshing College, Mr 
Rai termed the present 
government's Education 
Minister as irresponsi-
ble. He urged the gov-

ernment to reinstate the 
four expelled students of 
Gyalshing college. 

He questioned the 
college principal’s de-
cision to expel students 
for demanding a college 
campus.

If the Sikkim gov-
ernment does not im-
mediately reinstate 
the students, there is 
a strong possibility of 
public outcry which, he 
said, the police adminis-
tration might not be able 
to control.

He accused the cur-

rent government of not 
fulfilling its election 
promises.  

Mr Rai also criticized 
statements made by Eco-
nomic Advisor to Sikkim 
Government, Mahendra 
P Lama in a program held 
in West Sikkim.

“It does not suit an 
intellectual like Mahen-
dra P Lama to laud a gov-
ernment which has just 
come to power and is yet 
to deliver all its responsi-
bilities,” said Mr Rai.

SRP passed 6 resolu-
tions in today's program.

Srinagar, 27 Feb [PTI]: Innovator and 
educationist Sonam Wangchuk, the real 
life Phunsukh Wangdu of Bollywood 
blockbuster ''3 Idiots'', has developed an 
eco-friendly solar heated tent that Army 
personnel can use in extremely cold plac-
es like Siachen and Galwan valley in the 
Ladakh region.

Mr Wangchuk, who has many environ-
ment friendly innovations to his name, 
said the solar heated military tent, besides 
saving on use of fossil fuel and its ill effects 
on environment, increases the safety of 
the military personnel.

"This tent uses the solar energy 

trapped during day time to keep the sol-
diers' sleeping chamber warm during 
night. Since there is no use of fossil fuel, it 
saves on money and also is emission free," 
he said.

The innovator said the temperature in-
side the sleeping chamber of the military 
tent can be increased or decreased by the 
corresponding increase or decrease in in-
sulation layers.

"The sleeping chamber has four layers 
of insulation and it gave a temperature of 
15 degrees Celsius at a time when outside 
temperature was minus 14 degrees Cel-
sius. The number of layers can be reduced 

for warmer places," he added.
Mr Wangchuk said the temperature 

inside the tent should not be too cozy as 
the soldiers have to be ready to fight the 
enemy in the open where temperature can 
be as low as minus 30 degrees Celsius in 
places like Galwan valley.

While Mr Wangchuk extensively re-
ferred to last year's India-China stand off 
in Ladakh, he said he had made an earli-
er version of solar heated tent 15 years 
ago for shepherds who were engaged in 
rearing of Pashmina goats which produce 
high-quality Cashmere wool.

Referring to new prototype, Mr Wang-

chuk said the tent is portable and can ac-
commodate 10 soldiers.

"No component of the tent weighs 
more than 30 kg which makes it easily 
portable. The tent is disassembled into 30 
to 40 components," he said.

Wangchuk said the weight of compo-
nents can be brought down to 20 kg each 
by using superlight aluminium material.

"That version will be more expensive 
that the current prototype," he said.

He acknowledged the support pro-
vided by the Army in developing the so-
lar-heated tent, saying "it has been de-
signed keeping in mind the requirements 

of the Army". The innovator said it took 
his team at Himalayan Institute of Alter-
natives Ladakh (HIAL) one month to make 
the prototype of the solar-heated tent.

The tent has been designed keeping in 
mind the places like Siachen glacier and 
Black Top Hill, the 55-year-old innovator 
said. Mr Wangchuk on Friday visited Zojila 
Top test a "crazy idea" of making low coat 
ice tunnwlfor keeping the approach road 
to Zojila tunnel open.

"It will save 500 tonnes of carbon di-
oxide and crores annually," he said, while 
asking his one million subscribers on You-
Tube channel to "stay tuned for the video".

New Delhi, 27 Feb 
[PTI]: Coronavirus vac-
cines will be capped at ₹ 
250 per shot at private 
hospitals and health cen-
tres, the Health Ministry 
said today. Vaccines will 
be free in all government 
hospitals and centres.

The government on 
Friday had said it will 
let people choose their 
coronavirus vaccination 
centres when the cam-
paign expands tomorrow 
to cover those over 60 
and those over 45 with 
illnesses.

They can register 
through the govern-
ment's CoWIN 2.0 portal, 
the Aarogya Setu app, 
or walk into vaccination 
centres; states will also 
actively mobilise people.

There are more than 
10,000 private hospitals 

in the country that are 
cleared to give out vac-
cines apart from all gov-
ernment hospitals and 
health centres.

Those over 60 will 
have to only show their 
identification with age 
while those over 45 with 
chronic illnesses will 
have to get a form signed 
by a registered medical 
practitioner.

The country has 
halted vaccinations this 
weekend to upgrade 
software used to coordi-
nate its campaign, as it 
prepares to widen cov-
erage beyond the 1.15 
crore health and front-
line workers immunised 
since January 16.

But the inoculation 
campaign has progressed 
slower than expected due 
to a reluctance of health 

and front-line workers 
to take the home-grown 
COVAXIN shot that was 
approved without late-
stage efficacy data.

Only 11 per cent of 
vaccinated people have 
opted for the product 
developed by Bharat Bio-
tech and the state-run 
Indian Council of Medical 
Research.

With the world's 
highest tally of infections 
after the United States, 
India wants to vaccinate 
30 of its 135 crore peo-
ple by August. The de-
cision to give people a 
choice to choose centres, 
effectively being allowed 
to choose vaccines could 
speed up the roll-out, of-
ficials believe.

"The fundamental 
shift in this phase is that

turn to pg02

Assam BJP ally joins Congress alliance before polls 
Guwahati, 27 Feb [NDTV]: In a 
boost for the Congress-led coali-
tion before next month's elections 
in Assam, the Bodoland Peoples' 
Front or BPF on Saturday an-
nounced that it was quitting the 
alliance headed by the ruling BJP 
and joining the opposition front.

"To work for Peace, Unity, and 
Development and to bring a stable 
government, free from corruption 
in Assam, the Bodoland Peoples' 
Front (BPF) has decided to join 
hands with MAHAJATH. BPF shall 
no longer maintain friendship 
or alliance with BJP. In the forth-

coming Assam Assembly Election 
BPF shall work hand to hand with 
Mahajath," BPF leader Hagrama 
Mohilary said in a statement on 
Facebook.

Formed in 2005 in Assam, the 
Kokrajhar-based BPF had won 12 
of the state's 126 seats in the last 
assembly elections and joined the 
BJP-led alliance. Before that, it had 
allied with the Congress twice - 
making it a part of the winning 
side for the last three elections.

But late last year, the BJP 
dumped the BPF and picked up 
a new partner to gain a majority 

and rule the Bodoland Territori-
al Council (BTC), a self-governing 
body in the Bodo-dominated areas 
of Assam.

The BPF, which has three min-
isters in the Sarbananda Sonow-
al-led coalition government in the 
state, emerged as the single-larg-
est party in the BTC polls in De-
cember, winning 17 seats in the 
40-member body.

BJP leader and Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah, however, con-
gratulated the United People's Par-
ty Liberal (UPPL) for winning 12 

turn to pg02

India records 
16,488 new 
COVID-19 cases, 
113 deaths
New Delhi, Feb 27 
(PTI): India registered a 
single-day spike of over 
16,000 COVID-19 cases 
for the third day in a row 
on Saturday, pushing the in-
fection tally to 1,10,79,979, 
while the recoveries surged 
to 1,07,63,451, according 
to Union Health Ministry 
data. A total of 16,488 nov-
el coronavirus cases were 
reported in a day, while the 
death toll rose to 1,56,938 
with 113 new fatalities, 
showed the data updated at 
8 am on Saturday.

The active case count 
has further increased to 
1,59,590, which comprises 
1.44 per cent of the total in-
fections, the data stated.

The number of 
recoveries reached 
1,07,63,451, which 
translates to a national 
COVID-19 recovery rate 
of 97.14 per cent and the 
case fatality rate stands 
at 1.42 per cent.

A total of 16,577 new 
COVID-19 cases were re-
ported in India on Friday, 
while 16,738 fresh infec-
tions were registered in 
the country on Thursday.

India's COVID-19 tally 
had crossed the 20-lakh 
mark on August 7; 30 lakh 
on August 23; 40 lakh on 
September 5 and 50 lakh 
on September 16. It went 
past 60 lakh on September 
28; 70 lakh on October 11; 
crossed 80 lakh on Octo-
ber 29; 90 lakh on Novem-
ber 20 and surpassed one 
crore on December 19.

The 113 new fatali-
ties include 48 from Ma-
harashtra , 15 from Pun-
jab and 14 from Kerala.

The death toll from 
the pandemic stands at 
52,041 in Maharashtra, 
12,488 in Tamil Nadu, 
12,320 in Karnataka, 
10,906 in Delhi, 10,263 
in West Bengal, 8,725 in 
Uttar Pradesh and 7,169 
in Andhra Pradesh.

For the first time, a 
coronavirus-linked death 
has been reported in Lak-
shadweep. The Health 
Ministry stressed that 
more than 70 per cent of 
the deaths were caused 
due to comorbidities.

"Our figures are be-
ing reconciled with the 
Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR)," the 
ministry said on its web-
site, adding state-wise 
distribution of figures is 
subject to further verifi-
cation and reconciliation.



2 SummitTIMES | 28 February 2021 SikkimSCAN
TMC forms 12-member 

committee for Bengal polls

LOST
I, Mentsho Lepcha, s/o Gyatsho Lepcha, resident 
of Chumbung, West Sikkim and student of  Govt 
Sec secondary School Chumbung West Sikkim 
have lost my COI and Migration certificate CBSE 
(Class ×) certificate while travelling from Hyder-
abad to Sikkim on 15/02/21.

seats and termed the party an "ally" in his tweet. Mr 
Sonowal announced that UPPL chief Pramod Boro will 
be the new Chief Executive Member (CEM) in the BTC.

Earlier this month, Assam Finance Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma made it clear that the ruling BJP 
will not have any alliance with the BPF in the upcom-
ing assembly polls in the state.

"We have been telling it many times that our alli-
ance with BPF was for five years only and both sides 
were committed to it. They are still in our government 
and it is healthy politics," the BJP leader said.

The BJP is currently the single largest party in the 
126-member Assam house with 60 MLAs, while its al-
lies Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) and BPF now have 13 
and 11 lawmakers respectively. The ruling coalition 
also has the support of an Independent MLA.

Assam will see three-phased assembly polls from 
March 27 to April 6 with results on May 2. For the first 
time, the Congress is not going solo against the BJP. 
The party has allied with once arch-rival - Badaruddin 
Ajmal-led AIUDF, a smaller regional outfit - Anchalik 
Gana Morcha (AGM) and three Left parties.

Turning it into a three-way battle is an alliance of 
two regional parties born out of the anti-CAA protests 
in Assam - the Assam Jatiya Parishad (AJP) formed 
by former members of All Assam Students' Union 
(AASU) and other civil society groups and the Raijor 
Dol, formed by the supporters of noted activist Akhil 
Gogoi who is in jail for over a year on sedition charges 
over the anti-CAA protests.

citizens in the identified age groups, as also those 
healthcare workers and frontline who have been 
missed out or left out of the present phase of vacci-
nation, can select vaccination centres of their choice," 
the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare said in a 
statement.

Bharat Biotech has said efficacy data from a late-
stage trial on nearly 26,000 volunteers who took CO-
VAXIN shot will be out soon. The company, along with 
India's drug regulator, says COVAXIN is safe and effec-
tive, based on early and intermediate studies.

More vaccines are likely to be approved for use in 
the world's second most populous country in com-
ing months, including Russia's Sputnik-V and Cadila 
Healthcare's ZyCov-D.

Apart from vaccine hesitancy, initial glitches in 
CoWIN had also slowed India's immunisation drive, 
forcing many states offline. The software forms part of 
a government contact-tracing app "Aarogya Setu", or 
Health Bridge, downloaded so far by nearly 17 crore 
people.

India's infections rose 16,488 in the past 24 hours 
to stand at 1.10 crore, health ministry data shows, 
while the number of deaths rose 113 to reach 1,56,938.

Covid vaccine jab...

Assam BJP ally joins...

Community outreach by 
SAATHI at Ranka GPU

Fashion and Lifestyle Expo 
at City Center Mall Siliguri

SUMMIT REPORT
Siliguri, 27 Feb:

A unique Mini Market - 
Fashion and Lifestyle 

Expo, 2021 was inaugu-
rated at City Centre Mall, 
Siliguri on 26 Feb, a press 
release informs.

The day-one of the 
Expo witnessed high 
footfall. People from 
different parts of Sili-
guri and North Bengal 
visited the Mall to ex-
perience the exhibition. 
The exhibition aims at 
promoting the art and 
culture of different parts 
of the country.

The Fashion and Life-
style Expo 2021 is being 
held from 26 Feb to 17 
Mar, 2021 from 11.00am 
to 9.00pm. It is a 20-day 
Expo which is being or-
ganized by Mini Market 
in Siliguri. The Education 
Partner for this Expo is 
JD Institute of Fashion 
Technology, Siliguri.

The Exhibitor Cat-
egories at Fashion and 
Lifestyle Expo 2021 are: 
Leather Bags, Artifi-
cial Jewellery, Designer 

Dresses, Lucknowi Kur-
tis, Bhagalpuri Sarees, 
Kashmiri Shawl and 
Dresses, Punjabi Jutti, 
Carpets & Home Decor, 
to name a few.

Snigdha Dutta, Or-
ganizer of Mini Market 
Fashion and Lifestyle 
Expo 2021, said, “We are 
really excited to organize 
this Expo here in Siliguri. 
North Bengal has always 

been a place for new 
fashion and trends. Peo-
ple love to try and enjoy 
the current trends. We 
are hopeful that people of 
this region would like the 
Expo. There are several 
categories to choose from 
which includes Leather 
Bags, Artificial Jewellery, 
Designer Dresses, Luc-
knowi Kurtis, Bhagalpuri 
Sarees, Kashmiri Shawl 

and Dresses, Punjabi Jut-
ti, Carpets & Home Decor, 
to name a few.”

Snigdha Dutta said, 
“I also thank City Centre 
Mall for this opportunity.  
We are looking forward to 
this mega Expo. We would 
also be organizing such 
Expos in coming days in 
other parts of the state.”

As it is being orga-
nized in City Center Mall 

which is located in the 
heart of Siliguri, the Mini 
Market - Fashion and 
Lifestyle Expo 2021 ex-
pects high footfall. City 
Center is a shopping 
hotspot for all genera-
tions with a footfall of 
over 20 thousand on a 
daily basis. It is one of 
the most visited tourist 
destinations in the en-
tire region.

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 27 Feb:

SAATHI organized a 
community outreach 

program today with the 
support of Titan Compa-
ny Ltd at Sajong ward, 
Ranka GPU with 25 par-
ticipants. The objective 

of this program is to ed-
ucate people on the ill ef-
fects of substance abuse, 
a press release informs.

Coordinator of Sik-
kim Drug Users Forum, 
Prashant Sharma was 
the resource person 
for the program who 

spoke about address-
ing the problem of sub-
stance abuse in order to 
bring change in society. 
He shared his personal 
experience with the par-
ticipants and the role of 
community in solving the 
substance abuse problem. 

Senior police officer replaced in Bengal 
a day after poll dates announced 

Kolkata, 27 Feb 
[NDTV]: A day after it 
announced Bengal elec-
tion dates - spread over 
eight phases starting 
March 27 - the Elec-
tion Commission has 
replaced the top cop in 
charge of law and order 
for the state.

Jag Mohan, who was 
previously DG (Fire Ser-
vices), has been named 
as the new ADG and IGP 
(Law and Order), re-
placing Jawed Shamim 
"with immediate effect 
and in the interest of 
public service".

Mr Shamim will now 
take over the DG (Fire 
Services) position.

On Friday the 
Election Commission 
said elections would 
be spread over eight 
phases because over 
concerns - voiced loud-
est by the opposition 
BJP - of electoral vio-
lence.

The poll body, how-
ever, declined to say 
if voting had been 
stretched out because 
of the BJP's very public 
comments on the mat-
ter, but suggested that 
security had played a 
role in its consideration.

"We avoid taking 
names of political par-
ties. We had an assess-
ment of law and or-
der on several factors. 
Last time it was seven 

phases, so eight is not a 
big deal," outgoing Chief 
Election Commissioner 
Sunil Arora said.

West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee has questioned the 
move.

"Bihar has 240 seats 
and had elections in 
three phases. Tamil 
Nadu has 234 seats and 
will have election in one 
day. Why eight phases 
here? Who is benefit-
ting?" she said.

"This is as per BJP 
requisition. My question 
to the Election Commis-
sion is, tell me why half 
a district will elections 
on one day and the oth-
er half on another day? 
Because we are strong 
in South 24 Parganas, 
they are holding elec-
tions in three phases," 
Ms Banerjee said.

"Has this been done 
at the instance of Na-
rendra Modi and Amit 
Shah? Why give them 
23 days here? We will 
defeat you still. We are 
grassroots people. The 
daughter of Bengal has 
one thing to say, I know 
Bengal very well. I will 
defeat all your conspir-
acies. People of Bengal 
will respond to this in-
sult," she said.

Kailash Vijayvargi-
ya, the BJP's Bengal in-
charge, said, "All parties 
had wanted he elections 

to be stretched out this 
time so that central 
forces can have enough 
time to plan their de-
ployment. I also appeal 
to the Election Commis-
sion to depute addition-
al officers apart from 
security forces to enable 
fair elections."

Chief Election Com-
missioner Sunil Arora 
in his news conference 
said the election body 
will be sending two ob-
servers to keep an eye 
on police operations 
and a third one can be 
sent if needed.

West Bengal is 
geared up for a close-
ly-watched contest be-
tween a surging BJP and 
the state's ruling Trina-
mool Congress.

The BJP has pulled 
out all the stops, with 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Home Min-
ister Amit Shah and 
others holding frequent 
rallies, to unseat Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee.

While the BJP has 
gathered remarkable 
momentum in the run-
up, investing money, 
time, and energy, the 
Trinamool has strived 
to dub it an "outsider" 
party that doesn't un-
derstand West Bengal. 
The poll campaign, till 
now, has been largely 
vitriolic.

Odisha down East Bengal 
in 11-goal thriller

Bambolim, Feb 27 (PTI): 
Odisha FC prevailed over 
SC East Bengal 6-5 in a 
crazy 11-goal thriller as 
the Indian Super League 
on Saturday recorded the 
most goals in a match 
through teams whose 
season was blighted by 
their inability to score.

Doubles from two 
Indian youngsters Paul 
Ramfangzauva (49', 
66') and Jerry Mawih-
mingthanga (51', 67') en-
abled Odisha to end the 
season on a high, with S 
Lalhrezuala (33') and Di-
ego Mauricio (69') chip-
ping in.

Goals from Anthony 
Pilkington (24'), Aaron 
Joshua Holloway (60', 
90'), Jeje Lalpekhlua 
(74') and an own goal 
from Ravi Kumar (37') 
made up East Bengal's 
tally.

East Bengal who 
started brightly scored 
first. Pilkington showed 
some great skill, striding 
forward into the box and 
unleashing a shot past 
Odisha keeper Ravi.

SCEB dominated play 
soon after the goal and it 
looked like Odisha was in 
for another long night.

However, they man-
aged to turn the narra-
tive on its head when S 
Lalhrezuala found the 
net. The goal came from a 
corner that the East Ben-
gal defence failed to deal 
with properly, something 
that has cost them all 
season.

But they were soon 
to retake the lead and 
the goal, which came just 
minutes later, was Odis-
ha's season in a nutshell.

Their defence failed 
to clear a corner prop-
erly and the ball fell to 
Manuel Onwu near the 
goalline. His clearance, 
though, smacked keeper 
Ravi in the face and went 
right in.

East Bengal would 
carry the lead into the 
half-time break, but it 
would not last too long 
afterward.

The equaliser was a 
magnificent individual 
effort from Ramfangzau-
va, who bent one in past 
SCEB keeper Subrata 
Paul. Then it was another 
Indian youngster's turn 
to hand Odisha the lead, 
Jerry headed in Onwu's 
well-crafted cross.

SCEB though weren't 
behind for long and it 
was Holloway who found 
the net for them. His low 
shot from outside the box 
eluded Ravi and trickled 
into goal after hitting the 
upright.

But Ramfangzauva 
was not done yet. Af-
ter an Odisha shot was 
blocked at the edge of the 
box, the youngster got 
the ball and unleashed a 
shot that went through 
the legs of a couple of 
defenders before beating 
Subrata.

Jerry was not to be 
undone by his teammate 
though. A wonderful 
chipped pass from Mau-
ricio found Jerry free in 
the box and the young-
ster smashed a shot past 
the hapless Subrata.

Any hopes of an SCEB 
comeback was quickly 
killed by Mauricio, who 
converted a freekick, 
driving a low shot past 
Subrata. Odisha had 
scored three goals in 
three minutes for a re-
markable turnaround.

There was still time 
for more drama as SCEB 
pulled one back. Jacques 
Maghoma found Pilking-
ton at the far post and the 
latter squared it to Jeje, 
who scored his first Hero 
ISL goal in East Bengal 
colours. Holloway, then 
scored again in injury 
time, but it was too late 
for East Bengal.

Kolkata, Feb 26 (PTI): 
The Trinamool Congress 
on Friday announced 
a 12-member election 
committee that will look 
into the selection of can-
didates and plan a cam-
paign for the upcoming 
assembly polls.

The panel will be 
headed by West Ben-
gal Chief Minister and 
TMC supremo Mamata 
Banerjee, party's secre-
tary-general Partha Chat-
terjee said after its core 
committee meeting.

Senior party leaders, 
MPs and MLAs are other 
members of the commit-
tee, he said.

Subrata Bakshi, 
Abhishek Banerjee, 
Sudip Banerjee, Derek O 
Brien, Sougata Roy and C 
M Jatua are members of 
the election panel.

Firhad Hakim, Sub-
rata Mukherjee, Partha 

Chatterjee Chandrima 
Bhattacharya and Aroop 
Biswas are also part of 
the team. According to 
party sources, the TMC 
leaders had extensively 
discussed the issues re-
lated to the selection of 
candidates and planned 
for the campaign.

"Selection of the can-
didates will be an im-
portant thing this time 
and inputs from elec-
tion strategist Prashant 
Kishor and his team 
I-PAC will play an im-
portant role in it," a party 
leader said.

Elections for the West 
Bengal assembly will be 
held in eight phases, up 
from seven last time, be-
ginning with polling for 
30 seats on March 27, 
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Sunil Arora said 
while announcing the 
poll schedule.

Vice Prez 
expresses 
concern over 
HP assembly 
happenings
Chennai, Feb 27 (PTI): 
Vice President M Ven-
kaiah Naidu on Saturday 
expressed concern over 
the "recent happenings" 
in the Himachal Pradesh 
Assembly, where Gover-
nor Bandaru Dattatreya 
was allegedly manhan-
dled by some Congress 
MLAs.

The Leader of Oppo-
sition and four other op-
position party legislators 
were suspended.

Dattatreya was al-
legedly manhandled by 
some Congress members 
in the Assembly com-
plex in Shimla on Friday, 
following which the five 
MLAs were suspended 
for the remainder of the 
Budget session.

In his address at the 
11th Convocation of the 
Dr Ambedkar Law Uni-
versity here, Naidu said 
people in public life and 
high positions must set 
an example to others by 
maintaining high stan-
dards.

"I was distressed by 
the recent happenings in 
Himachal Pradesh leg-
islature and a few other 
states. I urge upon all 
public representatives 
to conduct themselves 
in a decent and dignified 
manner in every forum. 
Otherwise, the people 
might get disillusioned 
with our polity soon," 
Naidu said.

Frequent disruption 
and stalling of legislative 
proceedings would not 
serve any purpose and 
everyone must realize 
that the only way for-
ward for every problem 
is to discuss, debate and 
decide and not disrupt, 
the Chairman of the Ra-
jya Sabha added.

Further, issues like 
delay and "huge penden-
cy" of cases in the courts 
across the country have 
to be addressed to en-
sure speedier delivery of 
justice, he said.

"The cost of legal pro-
cesses is a major imped-
iment in making justice 
accessible to all. A com-
mon perception is that 
there are many hidden 
costs in availing the le-
gal route to resolve dis-
putes," he said.

"We have to find ways 
to reduce this out-of-
pocket expenditure to 
the common citizen," he 
added.

"There is also a seri-
ous issue of protracted 
litigation.

Timeliness in ren-
dering justice is a major 
concern. As the maxim 
goes, justice delayed 
is justice denied. This 
delay is often attribut-
ed to huge pendency 
in courts, frequent ad-
journments and long 
leaves of courts."

"We have to address 
this problem of inordi-
nate delay and do what-
ever is possible in our 
own purview to ensure 
speedier justice," Naidu 
said.

While there was no 
silver bullet to solve all 
these problems, "we 
must find systemic solu-
tions to these challeng-
es," he noted.

For better access, 
more courts, special 
benches and adequate-
ly staffed courts with all 
posts filled up are re-
quired. Innovations like 
Lok Adalats and mobile 
courts have to be lever-
aged upon wherever fea-
sible, he said. 
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RUCHI DIAGNOSTIC CLINIC
Behind telephone Exchange Near Old STNM Hospital. Gangtok

PH: 03592-203333, 204876, 8509373970
EXISTING FACILITIES:
ULTRASOUND
DIGITAL X-RAY
ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY
COLOR DOPPLER
PATHOLOGY
MICROBIOLOGY
BIOCHEMISTRY
ENDOSCOPY
B M D
E C G
DENTAL O P G
GASTRO CLINIC
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC
MEDICAL CLINIC
ORTHO CLINIC
E N T CLINIC
GYNEA CLINIC
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SPECIALISED TESTS
BLOOD COLLECTION CENTRES 
AT :
	 Sushruta Medical, 
 Ranipool.    
 

 Arihant Medical, Opp.
 CRH gate, 5th Mile.

COMPLETE E N T FACILITIES 
UNDER ONE ROOF

ENT O P D Monday to Friday
10.00 am to 2.30 pm

1.ENT OPD CLINIC
2.ENT ENDOSCOPIES
3.MICROSCOPIC PROCEDURES
4.MINOR O T PROCEDURES
5.VERTIGO MANAGEMENT
6.AUDIOMETRY, TYMPANOME-
TRY AND HEARING AIDS. 

CONSULTANT ENT SURGEON
DR. ONGDEN GYATSO, MS (AIIMS)

GASTRO CLINIC & O P D
8.00 am to 9.00 am

MEDICAL CLINIC & O P D
9.30 am

ORTHO AND GYNEA 
CLINICS & O P D

3.00 pm
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC & O P D

8.00 am And 6.00 pm
VACCINATION CLINIC

Globes org says it will recruit 
Black members after outcry

Career guidance for Class X & XII students at Dikling School

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 27 Feb:

A career guidance program facilitat-
ed by the Zilla Panchayat of Challa-

mthang-Pacheykhani, Leela Sharma, for stu-
dents of classes X and XII was held at Dikling 
Senior Secondary School on 26 Feb, a press 
release informs. 

The event was supported by Wandering 

Souls of Sikkim, a social initiative working in 
the field of education and youth. 

WSOS members Pranay Khatiwara, Naw-
raj Gurung, Chleopus Subba, Jigmee Gurung 
and Albert Gurung conducted interactive 
sessions as a part of the programme. 

Awareness about Job prospects and 
career opportunities and scholarship 
schemes for taking up various courses in 

different streams of studies were the main 
highlight of the daylong event. Students 
were visibly elated after the sessions and 
enormously thanked the Zilla panchayat 
and Wandering Souls of Sikkim for facili-
tating the event. 

The event was also attended by school 
vice principal Deepak Sharma, teachers, 
panchayats and others.

Felicitation cum farewell 
programme by BAC Duga

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 27 Feb:

A felicitation cum fare-
well programme was 

organized by the Edu-
cation Department BAC 
Duga in coordination 
with all the school heads 
of the block for retired Dy 
Director and 22 retired 
Teachers from different 
schools on 26 Feb, 2021, 
a press release informs. 

OSD to CM, BB Prad-
han was the chief guest 
with Chairperson RMDD, 
Sunita Gautam and Joint 
Director East, AD Chettri 
as special guests. 

The program was or-
ganised at The Eco Para-
dise Resort in Rangpo and 
hosted by Headmistress 
of Majhitar SS, Tshering 
Tshedam Bhutia. 

Children from Ma-
jhitar SS presented a co-
lourful welcome dance 
to kick off the program. 
Chief guest, Ms Bhutia 
congratulated the retir-
ees and requested them 
to devote the rest of their 
life for social causes. 

Joint Director sug-
gested that the teach-
ers should remain in 
touch with the students 

and school and help the 
management with their 
vast experience. He also 
thanked all for their mer-
itorious service on be-
half of the Department 
and applauded BAC and 
school heads for organiz-
ing such a program. 

Chairperson Sunita 
Gautam expressed her 
happiness and highlight-
ed the importance of 
teachers in the develop-
ment of a society. 

This is the seventh 
such program organised 
by the BAC in coordina-
tion with school heads.

SRM University hosts 
annual fest Meraki

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 27 Feb:

SRM University Sikkim 
hosted Meraki, its 

annual culture and art 
festival for students, on 
25 and 26 February. The 
event had Chairperson, 
Pooja Sharma, Sikkim 
Film Promotion Board, 
as the chief guest, a press 
release informs. 

In her address, Ms 
Sharma commented on 
the significance of the 
name Meraki. She also 
spoke about the impor-
tance of developing and 
introducing avenues of 
art and culture in Sikkim 
for the upcoming genera-
tion. 

Vice Chancellor Ch 
Satish Kumar, formally 
opening the event, said, 
“University is not meant 

only for studies and ex-
ams. We aim at the ho-
listic development of our 
students and Meraki is 
one of our most effective 
and enjoyable means of 
doing so.”

A total of eleven 
events ranging from po-
etry recitation, Western 
and Indian music and 
dance performances, 
photography and sketch-
ing were held as part of 
the festival. However, the 
event that all students 
most looked forward to 
was the competition for 
the titles of Ms and Mr 
Meraki 2021. 

While the events 
happened offline, they 
were live streamed so 
that the audience could 
attend and participate 
remotely.

SSLA felicitates international 
strength lifters

SAGAR CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 27 Feb: 

Sikkim Strength Lifting 
Association [SSLA] 

felicitated international 
strength lifters from Sik-
kim for winning medals 
and laurels for the Coun-
try and the State here on 
Saturday. The association 
honored international 
strength lifter, Ganesh 
Kumar Subba with the 
Life Time Achievement 
Award for his contribu-
tion towards the associ-
ation and for promotion 
of strength lifting in the 
State.

Likewise, the associ-
ation felicitated 14 inter-
national strength lifters 
from Sikkim for mak-
ing the country and the 
state proud with out-
standing performanc-
es in the international 
arena. International 
strength lifters, Ranju 
Sundas, Edu Tshering 
Kaleon, Manisha Tewari, 
Kalpana Chettri, Madhu 
Mahal Majhi, Pempa Ta-
mang, Prakash Basnet, 
Homnath Shiwakoti, 
Thinlay Wangdi Bhutia, 
Bhim Raj Gurung, Chan-
dra Kumar Chettri, Ong-
dup Tamang, Palden Ta-
mang and Kishor Dung-
mali were felicitated by 
the association.

The felicitation func-
tion was chaired by Ad-
visor to Sports & Youth 

Affairs Department, Meg 
Nath Subba as the chief 
guest, who was accompa-
nied by SKM sports wing 
state president, Rinzing 
Wangyal Chopel among 
other dignitaries. On the 
occasion, Kiran Rasaily 
was appointed chief ad-
visor and Allen Targain 
as working president of 
SSLA. 

In his address, Advi-
sor to SYA Department, 
MN Subba congratulat-
ed all strength lifters for 
making the state and the 
country proud with their 
achievements in interna-
tional platforms. He also 
congratulated SSLA and 
its team for bringing out 
lots of national and in-
ternational lifters from 
Sikkim in a very short 
span of time. 

He further encour-
aged the SSLA team to 
continue with their hard 
work to bring out more 
lifters from the State to 
lead the young genera-
tion on healthy and pro-
ductive path. The Advi-
sor assured to provide all 
possible support to the 
association and its mem-
bers to produce more na-
tional and international 
lifters from the State.

Newly appointed 
chief advisor, Kiran Ra-
saily and working pres-
ident, Allen Targain as-
sured to give their full 

support to take the asso-
ciation to the next level 
and to lead young gener-
ation towards health and 
sports.

Earlier, SSLA presi-
dent, Tenzing D Denzong-
pa mentioned that the 
association was formed 
in 2013 and registered 
with the government 
only in 2018 but has al-
ready produced more 
than 300 strength lifters 
from different parts of 
the State. He added that 
local lifters from Sikkim 
have already impressed 
people in national and 
international competi-
tions by winning medals 
and setting new records. 
He stressed upon the 
need for support from 
all sides to engage the 
young in sports and fit-
ness through strength 
lifting.

SSLA chief coach, 
Pema Dorjee Bhutia, 
stated that Sikkim has al-
ready produced numer-
ous national and interna-
tional lifters which was 
the result of hard work 
and dedication of the 
founding members and 
entire team of SSLA. He 
mentioned that national 
and international med-
alists in strength lifting 
have also received cash 
incentives for the first 
time in the present SKM 
government. 

Fire at warehouse in Kolkata's Bowbazar
Kolkata, Feb 27 (PTI): 
A fire broke out at a 
warehouse in a building 
in central Kolkata's Bow-
bazar area on Saturday 
afternoon, police said.

The warehouse, lo-
cated adjacent to a com-
puter store and an eatery 
on Khetra Das Lane, was 
used for storing comput-

er goods, they said.
Four fire tenders 

brought the blaze under 
control, police said.

Nobody was injured 
in the incident, they said.

"At the moment, the 
cooling process is un-
derway," an officer of the 
Fire Department said.

Senior Fire Depart-

ment officials visited 
the spot amid appre-
hensions that the fire 
could spread as the area 
is congested.

The cause of the fire 
is yet to be ascertained, 
officials said.

Local MLA Nayana 
Bandyopadhyay of TMC 
also visited the area.

Thieves dig tunnel into Jaipur house, 
steal silver buried under basement 

Trucker beaten to death on highway in Tripura's Dhalai
Agartala, Feb 27 (PTI): 
A trucker was allegedly 
beaten to death on the 
national highway at Lal-
cherri in Tripura's Dhalai 
district, police said on 
Saturday. The truck was 
stopped by a gang, which 
is yet to be identified, on 
Friday evening and the 
trucker was thrashed 
badly, Sub-divisional Po-
lice Officer (SDPO) of Am-

bassa, Asish Dasgupta, 
said. The trucker, identi-
fied as Pradip Debnath of 
Teliamura in Khowai Dis-
trict, was found lying in a 
pool of blood when some 
Fire Services personnel 
spotted him, he said. They 
took him to a hospital 
where doctors declared 
him brought dead.

The gang also robbed 
him of Rs 4,000, police 

said. Serious injuries 
were found on Debnath's 
head and ears, they said. 
The incident happened 
on the highway that con-
nects the state to Assam. 
"The attackers still re-
main unidentified and 
the reason for the attack 
is yet to be known. A case 
has been registered and 
investigations are under-
way," Dasgupta said.

Jaipur, 27 Feb [PTI]: In a 
daring heist, thieves al-
legedly stole huge quan-
tity of silver kept in a box 
buried in the basement 
of a Jaipur house by dig-
ging a 20-foot-long and 
15-foot-deep tunnel, ac-
cording to police.

The owner of the 
house, who is a doctor by 
profession, has not dis-
closed the exact quantity 
of silver.

Police said the ac-
cused had purchased a 
house right behind the 
doctor's house for ₹ 87 
lakh in January and cov-
ered its wall with tin sheds 

to block the view and 
started the digging work.

The accused dug the 
tunnel from the newly 
purchased house and 
reached the exact loca-
tion where the box was 
buried. They cut open the 
box and stole the silver.

Dr Sunit Soni, who 
runs a hair transplant 
clinic, came to know 
about the theft when he 
found the flooring of the 
basement uneven and 
dug it on Wednesday. Mr 
Soni informed police on 
Wednesday evening.

"Primary investi-
gation indicates the in-

volvement of Dr Soni''s 
friend who knew about 
the silver. We have de-
tained him and he is be-
ing interrogated. Four 
more accused are also 
there in the case," police 
official Ajaypal Lamba 
said. The prime accused 
is a bullion trader.

There were three 
big boxes buried in the 
basement. Soni informed 
police that the accused 
stole silver from one box 
while the rest were emp-
ty. However, he could not 
give an answer why emp-
ty boxes were concealed 
there.

LOS ANGELES (AP): The 
organization hosting the 
Golden Globes says it 
is developing a plan to 
recruit Black members 
after falling under sharp 
criticism for lacking di-
verse members.

The Hollywood For-
eign Press Association 
said in statement Friday 
that an “action plan” is 
under development to 
admit Black members. 
The group currently has 
87 members who are 
journalists, but none are 
Black.

Former HFPA presi-
dent Meher Tatna told Va-
riety in an interview that 
the organization hasn’t 
had a Black member in 
nearly two decades. The 
Mumbai-born board 
chair said she couldn’t re-
call when there had been 
a Black member, but she 
says the organization will 
keep trying.

Some including 
Time’s Up and present-
er Sterling K. Brown are 
among those who have 
criticized the HFPA’s lack 
of inclusion and diversity. 
The criticism comes just 
days before the Globes 
air live on Sunday.

An HFPA spokesper-
son said it welcomes the 
opportunity to meet with 
groups such as Time’s Up 
and prospective Black 
members who are inter-
ested in joining the orga-

nization.
“We are fully commit-

ted to ensuring our mem-
bership is reflective of 
the communities around 
the world who love film, 
TV and the artists in-
spiring and educating 
them,” the HFPA state-
ment read. “We under-
stand that we need to 
bring in Black mem-
bers, as well as mem-
bers from other un-
derrepresented back-
grounds, and we will 
immediately work to 
implement an action plan 
to achieve these goals as 
soon as possible.”

Time’s Up took aim at 
the HFPA in a tweet say-
ing “a cosmetic fix isn’t 
enough.” The activist or-
ganization also included 
the hashtag #TimesUp-
Globes.

Brown, an award pre-
senter, posted the Time’s 
Up photo on social media 
with his own criticism.

“For any governing 
body of a current Hol-
lywood award show to 
have such a lack of vot-
ing representation illus-
trates a level of irrespon-
sibility that should not be 
ignored,” he said.

Brown said the HFPA 
must do better. He said 
the organization has a 
responsibility to show 
its “constituency is fully 
reflective of the world in 
which we live.” 
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Road Safety
Slogans and documents do not make 

travel safer, better driving does

Mountain roads are rarely safe roads, but that 
should not mean that consistent efforts are 

not made to make them safer. 
Sikkim’s roads are notoriously accident-prone, 

and not because the roads are treacherous, but 
more so because the hands that control the wheels 
are not always the surest. The State Government 
had moved a legislation some years ago which as-
pired to ensure that those driving passenger ve-
hicles on Sikkim roads have the skills required to 
justify the task of ferrying lives from destination 
to destination. This proposal had sought to recon-
firm the skills of people with taxi driving licenc-
es procured from outside the State. It is unclear 
whether this rule was ever notified or implement-
ed, but had such an over-watch been undertaken, 
the roads could have become safer. This approach 
appears to be returning at the policy level again 
and the coming times will bear out how effectively 
it is implemented and abided by.

For now, all that Sikkim can do is join the na-
tion in observing Road Safety Weeks and play 
with newer models of breath analysers and more 
frequent checking of vehicle documents. What it 
should actually do instead is re-initiate a practice 
attempted for too short a time - also several years 
ago – involving the passengers. The focus here 
is on taxi services although even private driving 
needs special attention. Some years ago, following 
a slew of accidents triggered by rash driving, the 
cops had started a massive highway checking rou-
tine in which, apart from checking on the health 
of the vehicles, like the brakes and general engine 
road-worthiness, they enquired on the driving 
habits of the drivers. Passengers were encouraged 
to lodge complaints if the driving was rash. 

Admittedly, Sikkim Police is too understaffed 
and too busy with keeping city roads jam free to 
make such patrolling a regular affair, but it could 
use the surprise element to its benefit by spring-
ing it every now and then. 

The monsoons will soon be upon us and al-
though the landslide zones along the highways 
do not witness accidents unless slopes collapse 
unannounced, the delay caused while waiting the 
turn to cross troublespots and the anxiety of com-
pleting the to-and-fro runs or making good time 
over diversions can make driving on the rest of the 
stretch dangerous. All it takes for disaster to strike 
on a hill road is for the concentration to slacken 
for a split second. It could happen to the best of 
drivers on the safest of roads. If passengers are 
encouraged to keep the driving safe, the roads will 
automatically become safer. 

With the tourist season and its tremendous de-
mand for vehicles already upon Sikkim, what the 
drivers associations and the traffic police should 
also perhaps work on is a guideline which ensures 
that the drivers are not overworked. It is not rare 
for drivers to make multiple trips, stretching both, 
the engine and their own faculties, to dangerous 
levels. They would not do this if the rules did not 
allow it. A tired driver operating a tired vehicle is 
a combination that does not lend itself too well to 
safe roads. 

These are some initiatives one hopes will be 
attempted.

Can Vaccinated People Still Spread the Coronavirus?

COVID-19 Has Sparked New Relationships Between 
Academia and Policymakers – we must maintain them

DEBORAH FULLER
theconversation.com

So you’ve gotten your coronavirus 
vaccine, waited the two weeks for 

your immune system to respond to 
the shot and are now fully vaccinated. 
Does this mean you can make your 
way through the world like the old 
days without fear of spreading the 
virus? Deborah Fuller is a microbiol-
ogist at the University of Washington 
working on coronavirus vaccines. 
She explains what the science shows 
about transmission post-vaccination 
– and whether new variants could 
change this equation.

1. DOES VACCINATION COM-
PLETELY PREVENT INFECTION?

The short answer is no. You can 
still get infected after you’ve been 
vaccinated. But your chances of get-
ting seriously ill are almost zero.

Many people think vaccines work 
like a shield, blocking a virus from 
infecting cells altogether. But in most 
cases, a person who gets vaccinated is 
protected from disease, not necessar-
ily infection.

Every person’s immune system is 
a little different, so when a vaccine is 
95% effective, that just means 95% 
of people who receive the vaccine 
won’t get sick. These people could be 
completely protected from infection, 
or they could be getting infected but 
remain asymptomatic because their 
immune system eliminates the virus 
very quickly. The remaining 5% of 

vaccinated people can become infect-
ed and get sick, but are extremely un-
likely to be hospitalized. 

Vaccination doesn’t 100% pre-
vent you from getting infected, but 
in all cases it gives your immune sys-
tem a huge leg up on the coronavirus. 
Whatever your outcome – whether 
complete protection from infection 
or some level of disease – you will be 
better off after encountering the virus 
than if you hadn’t been vaccinated.

2. DOES INFECTION ALWAYS 
MEAN TRANSMISSION?

Transmission happens when 
enough viral particles from an infect-
ed person get into the body of an un-
infected person. In theory, anyone in-
fected with the coronavirus could po-
tentially transmit it. But a vaccine will 
reduce the chance of this happening.

In general, if vaccination doesn’t 
completely prevent infection, it will 
significantly reduce the amount of 
virus coming out of your nose and 
mouth – a process called shedding – 
and shorten the time that you shed 
the virus. This is a big deal. A person 
who sheds less virus is less likely to 
transmit it to someone else.

This seems to be the case with 
coronavirus vaccines. In a recent 
preprint study which has yet to be 
peer reviewed, Israeli researchers 
tested 2,897 vaccinated people for 
signs of coronavirus infection. Most 
had no detectable virus, but people 
who were infected had one-quarter 
the amount of virus in their bodies as 

unvaccinated people tested at similar 
times post-infection.

Less coronavirus virus means 
less chance of spreading it, and if the 
amount of virus in your body is low 
enough, the probability of transmit-
ting it may reach almost zero. Howev-
er, researchers don’t yet know where 
that cutoff is for the coronavirus, and 
since the vaccines don’t provide 100% 
protection from infection, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention rec-
ommends that people continue to wear 
masks and social distance even after 
they’ve been vaccinated.

3. WHAT ABOUT THE NEW CORO-
NAVIRUS VARIANTS?

New variants of coronavirus have 
emerged in recent months, and re-
cent studies show that vaccines are 
less effective against certain ones, 
like the B1351 variant first identified 
in South Africa.

Every time SARS-CoV-2 repli-
cates, it gets new mutations. In re-
cent months, researchers have found 
new variants that are more infective 
– meaning a person needs to breathe 
in less virus to become infected – and 
other variants that are more trans-
missible - meaning they increase the 
amount of virus a person sheds. And 
researchers have also found at least 
one new variant that seems to be bet-
ter at evading the immune system, 
according to early data.

So how does this relate to vac-
cines and transmission?

For the South Africa variant, vac-

cines still provide greater than 85% 
protection from getting severely ill 
with COVID–19. But when you count 
mild and moderate cases, they pro-
vide, at best, only about 50%-60% 
protection. That means at least 40% 
of vaccinated people will still have a 
strong enough infection – and enough 
virus in their body – to cause at least 
moderate disease.

If vaccinated people have more 
virus in their bodies and it takes less 
of that virus to infect another person, 
there will be higher probability a vac-
cinated person could transmit these 
new strains of the coronavirus.

If all goes well, vaccines will very 
soon reduce the rate of severe disease 
and death worldwide. To be sure, any 
vaccine that reduces disease severity 
is also, at the population level, reduc-
ing the amount of virus being shed 
overall. But because of the emer-
gence of new variants, vaccinated 
people still have the potential to shed 
and spread the coronavirus to other 
people, vaccinated or otherwise. This 
means it will likely take much longer 
for vaccines to reduce transmission 
and for populations to reach herd im-
munity than if these new variants had 
never emerged. Exactly how long that 
will take is a balance between how ef-
fective vaccines are against emerging 
strains and how transmissible and in-
fectious these new strains are.

[the writer is Professor of 
Microbiology, School of Medicine, 

University of Washington]

STEPHEN REICHER
theconversation.com

In the aftermath of the Spanish flu pandemic of 
1918-19, the New York Times stated that “sci-

ence has failed to guard us”. This was hardly unfair, 
given that scientists were unsure what had even 
caused the pandemic, let alone how to treat it – be-
yond basic public health measures such as fresh air 
and quarantining the sick.

A century on and things couldn’t be more dif-
ferent. Within weeks of the new disease emerging, 
the coronavirus genome had been sequenced and 
specific tests for SARS-CoV-2 developed. Within a 
year, new vaccines have been tested, licensed and 
rolled out to the public.

What’s more, the science has not remained 
confined to the scientists. Discussion of false posi-
tives and negatives, of antigens and antibodies and 
mutation and evolution has become the currency 
of the evening news and the radio phone-in – not 
least because they are the basis of policy decisions 
that are transforming our everyday lives.

COMING TOGETHER
All that is true of the life sciences is equally true 

of the behavioural sciences. COVID-19 flourishes 
through human sociability, so limiting its spread 
depends on reshaping fundamental patterns of hu-
man action. Here too, what was once the preserve 
of the tutorial room has migrated to the talk show. 
We are all amateur epidemiologists and virologists 
and psychologists and anthropologists now.

What we are seeing is an unprecedented com-
ing together, reflecting what has happened more 
generally during the pandemic. Faced by a common 
threat and experiencing a common fate, we have 
seen the emergence of a sense of shared identity 
which in turn has been the basis of widespread so-
cial solidarity. Neighbours who had lived for years 
in ignorance of each other have come together in 
street-level WhatsApp groups and community-lev-
el mutual aid groups.

Similarly, academic neighbours who passed each 
other daily on campus have come together in count-
less advisory groups – and realised how much more 
they can achieve in combination. The life scientists 
can tell the behavioural scientists (like me) what be-
haviours must change to contain the pandemic. In 
return, the behavioural scientists can tell the life sci-
entists how to shape and reshape behaviour. 

Equally, academics as a whole have come to-
gether with policymakers, policy advisors and 
practitioners to an unprecedented degree. In gen-
eral terms, there has been an understanding of 
the need to collectivise the pandemic response – 
stressing the need to act for the “we” not the “I”.

More specifically, behavioural scientists have – 
often for the first time – come together with govern-
ment communications teams. The former’s theoreti-
cal understanding of the bases of social influence has 
been allied to the latter’s technical skill and artistry in 
turning concepts into compelling products.

This renewed spirit of collaboration is one of 
the few positive things to come out of these terrible 
times. This is hopefully something we can preserve 
as the pandemic recedes. But in order to do so, we 
must avoid any temptation to romanticise crisis in 
retrospect – as in the one-sided myths of a “Blitz 
spirit” – and be candid about the problems of col-
laboration.

OVERCOMING ASSUMPTIONS
COVID-19 has highlighted the need to address 

the different cultures of academia and policymak-
ing. To do this, we must expose some assumptions 
that often impede communication and collabora-
tion between the two.

The first, and simplest, is time. You ask an aca-
demic a question, they will go away and think for 
a bit, plan a research proposal, submit it, do the 
research, write up the publication, have it peer-re-
viewed and accepted for publication. Only then can 
they give you an answer – in five or six years.

In contrast, a minister who needs to make a pol-

icy decision might grant you five or six months, if 
you are lucky. Sometimes it is more like five or six 
days. What must academics do if they are to oblige 
such policy requests?

They must be careful, certainly. Academics take 
time to produce answers for a very good reason: 
they want these answers to have sufficient heft 
to stand the test of time. Research which delivers 
predictable and specific short-term benefits can be 
easily monetised and done by market-led research 
institutions. What universities uniquely provide is 
more unpredictable, long-term understanding and 
benefits. To compromise this would endanger their 
very raison d’etre.

Having said that, must we always set the long term 
against the short term – endurance against respon-
siveness? And if not, what does greater responsive-
ness require in terms of academic research practices, 
research funding and ethics procedures? While I am 
not committed to any specific changes, I believe we 
would do well to interrogate all aspects of academic 
research through the prism of time.

A second area of difference between academics 
and policymakers is the criteria for defining knowl-
edge and acting on it. Academics assume they 
know nothing unless they know something beyond 
reasonable doubt. Yet for a policymaker who has to 
make a decision as to whether to act or not – where 
not acting is as consequential as acting – this ap-
proach would skew their outcomes dramatically. 
This is the case, for instance, when making deci-
sions such as whether to keep pubs open or closed 
in the pandemic.

Here it may make sense to go on the balance of 
evidence – or even go to the opposite extreme and, 
using a precautionary principle, decide that even 
if there is only an outside chance of an effect (for 
example, that pubs impact community infection 
rates), to act as if it were a reality. Once academics 
engage directly with the policy world, we cannot 
escape from the way that politics shapes even our 
most basic assumptions.

VALUING KNOWLEDGE
The final area of difference also relates to 

knowledge – but this time, what forms of knowl-
edge are most valued. As an academic social psy-
chologist, my interest lies in the general processes 
that shape human behaviour.

I have run plenty of studies looking at the way 
in which a person’s beliefs about what others in 
their group believe shape what they think and do. 
I am less interested in the specific area – such as 
group beliefs on climate change – in which I ad-
dress this process, than the general relationships 
between group beliefs and individual beliefs.

However, for those involved in policy, the opposite 
is the case. They aren’t so interested in the generality 
as in the specific problem area. So when I tell these 
policymakers about studies on norms in (say) climate 
change behaviour, they are somewhat bemused – and 
I am equally bemused when they seemingly reject my 
offering while asking: “But are there any studies of 
norms in terms of adherence to mask wearing?”

I am not suggesting that the differences be-
tween academic and policy approaches are insu-
perable. Indeed, the problem is less the differences 
in assumptions as the fact that these assumptions 
are accepted in each particular world, and so don’t 
need to be discussed.

Unfortunately, when these worlds come togeth-
er, that silence no longer functions as a sign of com-
mon understanding, and instead becomes a poten-
tial source of mutual misunderstanding. If we don’t 
understand the different starting points that lead 
us to different conclusions, we may begin to regard 
the other as obtuse, obstructive and unreasonable. 
It is only by realising and acknowledging our differ-
ent needs and demands that we can work together 
more effectively.

In conclusion, the challenge of COVID-19 has 
produced a range of new and productive relation-
ships between the academic and policy worlds. It 
has demonstrated the huge potential for bringing 
together government with a much wider range of dis-
ciplines than has traditionally been the case. But the 
future of these relationships is far from assured.

Whether they thrive or wither after the pan-
demic will be at least partly dependent upon our 
examination of the very basic assumptions – and 
not only those raised here – which frame our work 
and guide our practices, but which may differ from 
those of our would-be partners. Self-examination is 
never a comfortable exercise, since it reveals con-
tingencies where once we assumed certainties. But 
the payoff is considerable – not only in terms of un-
derstanding the other, but also ourselves.

[the writer is Bishop Wardlaw 
Professor in the School of Psychology & 

Neuroscience, University of St Andrews]



5SummitTIMES | 28  February 2021NeighbourhoodWATCH

HAVE  A STORY 
TO SHARE? 

email us: news@
summittimes.com

Huge price differential triggers cross-
border fuel smuggling from Nepal to India

KRISHANA PRASAIN
Kathmandu, 27 Feb [Kath-
manduPost]: Gasoline sta-
tion owner Mukesh Kumar of 
Adapur in the Indian state of 
Bihar said he was being un-
dercut by cheap contraband 
fuel from Nepal, with his dai-
ly petrol sales plunging from 
1,300 to 200 litres.

According to Indian me-
dia reports, many motorists, 
particularly in Bihar, are fill-
ing up at roadside vendors 
who get their supply from 
border-hopping locals who 
smuggle petrol and diesel in 
jerry cans from Nepal because 
of the huge price differential.

Residents owning a mo-
torcycle or car are engaged in 
the lucrative trade, the report 
said, dashing back and forth 
across the border throughout 
the day.

Fuel prices in India are 
currently the highest in South 
Asia. Petrol costs upwards of 
IRs100 (Rs160 Nepali curren-
cy) per litre in India while it is 
available in the Nepali border 
town of Birgunj for Rs112.50 
per litre.

Diesel costs IRs86.57 
(Rs138.51) in India and Rs97 
per litre in Kathmandu.

The Post’s calculation, 
based on Friday’s price lists 
in Nepal and India, shows that 
petrol is cheaper by Rs46 per 
litre in Nepal than in India. 
Likewise, diesel costs Rs41 
less in the Nepali market.

According to The Times 
of India, petrol pump owners 
in Raxaul, Adapur, Chaura-
dano, Ghorasahan and Kund-
wa-Chainpur in Bihar are 
claiming heavy losses due to 
smuggling of petroleum prod-
ucts from Nepal.

Smugglers are particular-
ly active in two dozen Indian 
border villages—like Bhiri-
tarwa, Basantpur, Semarwari, 

Bhaluwahiya and Bhagha in 
Uttar Pradesh—where there 
is no checking.

According to reports, in 
Ghorasahan and Chauradano 
villages alone, there are more 
than three dozen boys act-
ing as couriers, each earning 
IRs1,000 daily. They buy pet-
rol at Rs113 per litre in Nepal, 
and sell it for Rs145 per litre 
across the border in India.

There is rampant gasoline 
smuggling from Nepal, but 
Nepal Oil Corporation says 
they have recorded 'no huge' 
sales trends at petrol pumps 
on the southern border.

Nepal and India share an 
1,800-km open border with 
more than three dozen mo-
torable crossing points.

Surendra Poudel, exec-
utive director of the state-
owned oil monopoly, denied 
there was widespread smug-
gling of petroleum products.

“We have compared the 
data. We don’t see vast dif-
ferences in sales compared to 
last year at the southern bor-

der points,” he told the Post. 
“If there was rampant smug-
gling, it would be reflected in 
the sales figures.”

Poudel said that smug-
gling was not happening in an 
organised way, but said own-
ers of two- and four-wheelers 
were engaged in gasoline ped-
dling.

Consumer rights activists 
said smuggling could create 
a fuel shortage in the Nepali 
market. They said that if the 
illegal trade was not checked 
immediately, the corpora-
tion's losses could balloon 
as it would need to purchase 
more oil which it has been 
selling at subsidised prices.

Madhav Timalsina, presi-
dent of the Consumer Rights 
Investigation Forum, said that 
smuggling could create an ar-
tificial fuel shortage in Nepal, 
and it should be controlled by 
the local administration.

As Nepal is going through 
a fluid political situation, a 
short supply in the domestic 
market could create another 

problem, he said. “The smug-
gling needs to be controlled 
immediately.”

The state-owned oil sup-
plier has already hiked fuel 
prices thrice in one month, 
based on the tariff sent by its 
sole supplier India Oil Corpo-
ration.

On January 18, Nepal Oil 
raised the price of diesel by 
Rs2 per litre to Rs93 per li-
tre. In February, the price was 
raised twice—Rs2 per litre 
each time on February 10 and 
February 17. Diesel now costs 
Rs97 per litre.

Similarly, the price of pet-
rol has been increased from 
Rs108 per litre to Rs114 per 
liter in one month.

While Nepal imports all 
petroleum products from In-
dia, based on five-yearly sup-
ply agreements between the 
two neighbours, why are they 
so expensive in India com-
pared to Nepal?

Rising international crude 
oil prices is one factor. Crude 
oil crossed $60 per barrel for 

the first time this year. Anoth-
er reason is India’s heavy tax-
ation policy, particularly after 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

According to Indian media 
reports, taxes on petrol and 
diesel are higher than 61 and 
56 percent respectively.

Indian Union Oil Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan ex-
plained that the central and 
state governments rely heav-
ily on collections from taxes 
on crude oil 'for meeting their 
developmental and welfare 
priorities'.

"They need some resourc-
es... (and) this (taxing petrol 
and diesel) has been a prov-
en and substantial route by 
all the governments, wheth-
er state governments or the 
central government," he said. 
"Both the states and the cen-
tral government are raising 
taxes according to their devel-
opmental needs."

According to Poudel, the 
tax structure is very high in 
India. In Nepal, petrol and die-
sel are taxed at the rate of 48 

and 39 percent respectively.
Nepal Oil Corporation es-

timates that its fortnightly 
losses on the sale of petro-
leum products amount to 
Rs867.8 million. That means, 
the subsidies on petrol and 
diesel come to Rs5.82 and 
Rs4.13 per litre respectively.

In a bid to stop the illegal 
flow of fuel to India, the gov-
ernment enterprise issued a 
work plan on February 19 and 
circulated it to all its regional 
offices in Biratnagar, Am-
lekhgunj, Thankot, Bhairaha-
wa, Surkhet and Dhangadhi; 
fuel depots in Nepalgunj and 
Janakpur; and branch offices 
in Birgunj and Charali.

As per the work plan, each 
regional office has to conduct 
sales inspections of petrol 
pumps located up to 5 km 
north of the Nepal-India bor-
der. Company officials are re-
quired to inspect at least five 
petrol pumps in the border 
areas.

Further, its depots are 
barred from selling fuel ex-
ceeding their capacity; and if 
they do so, they need to ob-
tain permission from the head 
office in Kathmandu.

The work plan also says 
that petrol and diesel should 
not be sold in drums, jerry 
cans or other fuel containers 
in the border areas.

Gasoline stations located 
on the Nepal-India border 
can refill an automobile's fuel 
tank only, and sales to large 
Indian vehicles have been 
capped at 100 litres. Petrol 
pumps violating the rules will 
face action under the Petro-
leum Product Bylaw 2018.

Consumer rights activists 
and even Nepal Oil Corpora-
tion officials say that despite 
these measures, the lucrative 
oil smuggling business has 
not stopped.

Andamans reports one new COVID-19 case
Port Blair, Feb 27 
(PTI): The coronavirus 
tally in Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands rose to 
5,017 as one more per-
son has tested positive 
for the disease in the 
union territory, a health 
department official said 
on Saturday.

The new case was 
detected during contact 
tracing, he said.

The archipelago 
now has three active 
COVID-19 cases and all 
the patients are in the 
South Andaman district. 
The other two districts 
of the union territory - 
North and Middle Anda-
man and Nicobar - are 
COVID-19 free as both 
don't have any active 
coronavirus case at pres-
ent.

The overall COVID 
situation is under control 
in the archipelago as the 
local administration has 
been strict to ensure that 
health safety protocols 
are followed to contain 
the spread of the disease, 
he said.

The administration 
has made it mandatory 
for passengers arriving 
by flight to produce a 
negative COVID-19 test 
report before they are 
allowed entry into the 
islands.

The COVID-19 death 
toll remained at 62 as no 
new fatality due to the 
infection was reported in 
the last 24 hours.

No one was cured of 
the disease on Friday, 
and the total number of 
recoveries in the archi-

pelago stood at 4,952, the 
official said. Altogether, 
6,451 health profession-
als and frontline workers 
have been vaccinated till 
Friday of which 2,565 
health care workers have 
received the second dose 
of the vaccine, the official 
said.

The Andaman and 
Nicobar administra-
tion has conducted 
2,65,852 sample tests for 
COVID-19 so far, and the 
positivity rate stands at 
1.89 per cent, he added.

Mamata prays 
for peace as 
Bengal goes 
to polls
Kolkata/ Puri, Feb 26 
(PTI): A puja was held 
at the residence of Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee in Kalighat in south 
Kolkata on Friday as the 
schedule for the assem-
bly elections in West 
Bengal was announced.

Abhishek Banerjee, 
the nephew of the chief 
minister, performed the 
rituals, which were led 
by Jagannath Swain Mo-
hapatra of the Lord Ja-
gannath temple in Puri.

Mohapatra is Lord 
Jaganath's 'badagrahi' or 
bodyguard when the de-
ity is brought out of the 
temple on Ratha Jatra or 
Snan Jatra.

A group of priests 
from Puri travelled to 
Kolkata for the puja.

The chief minister 
also took part in the rit-
uals as the priests per-
formed a yagna.

"I have been perform-
ing puja at the chief min-
ister's residence for long. 
It is an annual ritual at 
her home," Mohapatra 
said.

"Mamata Banerjee 
prayed for peace in Ben-
gal during the elections. 
I have blessed her -- 'Vi-
jaya Bhaba', meaining be 
victorious. The lord will 
bless her in life and also 
in the elections," he add-
ed.

Mohapatra said it was 
auspicious that the poll 
dates were announced 
just on the day the puja 
was held. The Trinamool 
Congress chief and her 
family are known to be 
devout worshippers of 
Lord Jagannath.

Lakhs of Bengalis 
travel to Puri in Odisha 
every year for visiting the 
Lord Jagannath temple.

Myanmar police crackdown on protests 
after envoy appeals to U.N. to stop coup

Myanmar, Feb 27 [Reuters]: 
Myanmar police moved deci-
sively on Saturday in a bid to 
prevent opponents of military 
rule gathering throughout the 
country after Myanmar’s U.N. 
envoy urged the United Nations 
to use “any means necessary” to 
stop a Feb. 1 coup.

The Southeast Asian country 
has been in turmoil since the 
army seized power and detained 
elected leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
and much of her party leader-
ship, alleging fraud in a Novem-
ber election her party had won 
in a landslide.

Uncertainty has grown over 
Suu Kyi’s whereabouts, as the 
independent Myanmar Now 
website on Friday quoted of-
ficials of her National League 
for Democracy (NLD) party as 
saying she had been moved this 
week from house arrest to an 
undisclosed location.

The coup has brought hun-
dreds of thousands of protesters 
to Myanmar’s streets and drawn 
condemnation from Western 
countries, with some imposing 
limited sanctions.

Police were out in force early 
in the main city of Yangon and 
elsewhere, deployed at usu-
al protest sites and detaining 
people as they congregated, 
witnesses said. Several media 
workers were detained.

But people still gathered, 
some for a march by ethnic mi-
norities in Yangon, their num-
bers building through the day.

Crowds chanted and sang, 
then melted into side streets as 
police advanced, firing tear gas, 
setting off stun grenades and fir-
ing guns into the air, witnesses 
said.

Similar scenes played out in 
the second city of Mandalay, and 

several other towns including 
Dawei in the south, witnesses 
and media reported.

A protester in the central 
town of Monwya said police had 
fired water cannon as they sur-
rounded a crowd.

“They’ve blocked all the 
ways out,” Aye Aye Tint told Re-
uters from the town. “They used 
water cannon against peaceful 
protesters, they shouldn’t treat 
people like that.”

Junta leader General Min 
Aung Hlaing has said authorities 
were using minimal force. Nev-
ertheless, at least three protest-
ers have died. The army says a 
policeman was also killed.

‘PREVAIL’
At the U.N. General Assembly, 

Myanmar’s Ambassador Kyaw 
Moe Tun said he was speaking 
on behalf of Suu Kyi’s govern-
ment and appealed to the body 
“to use any means necessary to 
take action against the Myanmar 
military and to provide safety 
and security for the people”.

“We need further strongest 
possible action from the inter-
national community to imme-
diately end the military coup, 
to stop oppressing the innocent 
people ... and to restore the de-

mocracy,” he told the 193-mem-
ber group, receiving applause as 
he finished. Kyaw Moe Tun ap-
peared emotional as he read the 
statement on behalf of a group 
of elected politicians that he 
said represented the legitimate 
government.

Delivering his final words in 
Burmese, the career diplomat 
raised the three-finger salute of 
pro-democracy protesters and 
announced “our cause will pre-
vail”.

Reuters was not immediate-
ly able to contact the army for 
comment.

Opponents of the coup 
hailed Kyaw Moe Tun as a hero 
and flooded social media with 
messages of thanks.

“The people will win and the 
power-obsessed junta will fall,” 
one protest leader, Ei Thinzar 
Maung, wrote on Facebook.

U.N. Special Rapporteur 
Tom Andrews said he was over-
whelmed as he watched the am-
bassador’s “act of courage”.

“He spoke up for the people 
of Myanmar and against an ille-
gal coup. It’s time for the world 
to answer that courageous call 
with action,” Andrews said on 
Twitter.

China’s envoy did not criti-
cise the coup and said the situ-
ation was Myanmar’s “internal 
affairs”. China supported diplo-
macy by Southeast Asian coun-
tries, he said.

‘LOSS OF RIGHTS’
A lawyer acting for Suu Kyi, 

Khin Maung Zaw, told Reuters 
he had also heard from NLD of-
ficials that she had been moved 
from her home in the capital, 
Naypyitaw, but could not con-
firm it. Authorities did not re-
spond to a request for comment.

The lawyer said he had been 
given no access to Suu Kyi ahead 
of her next hearing on Monday, 
adding: “I’m concerned that 
there will be a loss of rights to 
access to justice and access to 
legal counsel”.

Protesters have been de-
manding the release of Suu Kyi, 
75, and recognition of the result 
of last year’s election.

A Nobel Peace laureate and 
daughter of Myanmar’s inde-
pendence hero, Suu Kyi spent 
nearly 15 years under house 
arrest during military rule. She 
faces charges of illegally import-
ing six walkie-talkie radios and 
of violating a natural disaster 
law by breaching coronavirus 
protocols.

The army has promised an 
election but not given a date. It 
has imposed a one-year state of 
emergency.

The question of an election is 
at the centre of a diplomatic ef-
fort by the Association of South-
east Asian Nations, of which 
Myanmar is a member.

Indonesia has taken the lead 
but coup opponents fear the ef-
fort could legitimise the junta 
and what they see as its unlaw-
ful bid to annul the November 
election.
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Lionel Messi may be heading towards 
his Vegas stage but the fire still burns

BARNEY RONAY
London, 27 Feb [theGuard-
ian]: Of all the many Elvis Pres-
ley incarnations – Vegas Elvis, 
Leather Elvis, Super-Hand-
some Young Elvis – my favour-
ite is probably Karate Elvis.

Elvis loved karate. He often 
appeared in public dressed in 
karate gear, and spent years 
planning his own starring role 
in a karate-based blockbust-
er movie. The problem was, 
he kept on doing karate as he 
grew older and vaguer, en-
couraged by dependant body 
guards whose duties included 
humouring Elvis in the belief 
he remained a deadly fighting 
machine.

Even as late-stage Elvis 
was being wheeled from sleep 
chamber to toilet complex – 
occasionally gorging on his 
favourite snack, an entire loaf 
hollowed out and filled with 
bacon, peanut butter and jam 
– he retained his karate nick-
name, “the Tiger Man”.

As the Tiger Man he made 
a habit of appearing at odd 
times of day dressed in karate 
suit and sunglasses, insisting his 
guests point a gun at him so he 
could disarm them with his light-
ning-fast drugged-up hands. Nat-
urally Elvis was able to achieve 
this every time, to awed applause 
from his dependents.

It was hard not to think 
about this, just a little bit, 
watching the opening 47 min-
utes of Barcelona against Elche 
on Wednesday night, as Lionel 
Messi strolled, skulked and 
generally ambled around the 
Camp Nou pitch.

This is, of course, a kind of 
heresy. Messi may be an ageing 
supernova, but he isn’t on the 
Karate Elvis spectrum. Even 
through a slough of despond 

at Barcelona he has more shots 
and more passes a game than 
any attacking player in Europe. 
He’s still a goal machine, with 
13 in 13 games since the win-
ter break. This is one seriously 
well-preserved 33-year-old.

Still, though, it is also Mes-
si, an athlete who inspires the 
most exacting, protective feel-
ings. Any sense of shrinking 
reach, the loss of those deli-
cate illuminations, is a kind of 
agony. You can’t help looking, 
scanning for cracks in the icon.

Plus there’s the gloom, the 
deathliness of this Barcelona 
iteration, the heavy air around 
its dying star. This is one way 
of saying Messi spends a lot of 
time walking these days. And 
not even walking quickly. For 
much of the opening 47 min-
utes against Elche, Messi wan-
dered around like a man stroll-
ing off to buy a sandwich.

Dark thoughts can intrude 
at times such as these. There 
is the continued suggestion 
the Messi Industrial Complex 
may be about to decamp to the 

Premier League, a signing that 
would, even at this late stage, 
overshadow everything in his 
eyeline. Manchester City already 
have a beautifully high-function-
ing midfield and attack. But they 
are, it has been reported again, 
ready to hand a five-year £450m 
commitment to the most over-
whelming presence in world 
football, unavoidably colouring 
the spectacle, the club’s entire 
modern identity.

The question keeps nag-
ging away. How much of this 
late-stage Messi supremacy is 
simply star momentum, a su-
pertanker on its final lap into 
port? The 4-1 defeat at home 
to Paris Saint-Germain last 
week was a shiver of some-
thing. Surrounded by younger, 
better organised opponents 
Messi wasn’t only outrun. He 
looked vulnerable. He looked 
touchingly exposed. How close 
are we to this being real?

Does it even matter? It has 
been suggested the most com-
pelling reasons for signing 
Messi are extraneous things: 

the chance to become the 
men who signed The Man, for 
the club to reap the genera-
tional marketing rewards, the 
step-change in global status. 
These were some of the dark 
thoughts on Wednesday night.

At which point, the Event 
happened. In isolation it was 
no different from so many oth-
er Messi events, but this time 
around it came like a breaking 
wave. With 46 minutes on the 
clock and the score 0-0 Messi 
was still walking around. At 
46:37 he gave the ball away 
and watched as Ousmane 
Dembélé ran to fetch it. At 
46.50 he was literally standing 
still, looking vaguely interest-
ed as some other people took 
part in a football match.

Finally Pedri received the 
ball in midfield and Messi saw 
an angle. As the clock ticked to 
47 minutes he ran to take the 
pass and turned to face the 
Elche goal. Freezeframe the 
moment, and it seems clear 
Messi knows what’s about 
to happen. Somehow he has 

found a weird little channel 
of space between the two de-
fensive midfielders, Guti and 
Omenuke Mfulu. By 47.02 
suddenly everyone is running 
backwards, chasing this ferre-
ty figure in a rush of panic, like 
first responders hurtling to-
wards a burning scout hut.

Josema the left-sided cen-
tre-back cracks first, sliding 
out in a full-length lunge. But 
Messi is gone, gliding past on 
parallel rails. The ball is re-
leased to Martin Braithwaite, 
who has that shared picture 
airdropped into his head and 
nudges the ball back. From 
there, Messi eases past Gonza-
lo, evades the run of Johan Mo-
jica, and is now right in front of 
goal, stretching out to slip the 
ball past Édgar Badía as the 
clock hits 47:06.

From a standing start Mes-
si has beaten five players, con-
jured a moment of footballing 
telepathy, left two defenders 
on their backs and scored the 
game-breaking goal. There he 
goes, wheeling off with a bash-
ful little wave. Yeah, so that’s 
me. Wait, you didn’t … doubt 
me? Karate who?

Messi scored again on 68 
minutes with a finish so bril-
liantly casual it made you want 
to laugh out loud, eventually 
placing the ball in the net like 
someone posting a letter. He 
helped make the third. You get 
the idea. He may be drained, 
irritated, energy levels damp-
ened. But this is still The King.

All of which is another 
way of saying the thing that is 
always said. There is a temp-
tation to worry away at what 
Messi can still mean. But if 
there’s a chance to get him you 
have to take it, because we may 
not see his like again.

Chris Gayle, Fidel Edwards 
return to West Indies squad 
for T20I series vs Sri Lanka 

'Do what you're good at': 
Ibrahimovic tells LeBron 
James to stick to sports

Grandmaster Levon Aronian 
says he's leaving Armenia 

and will represent US

ISL: NorthEast United FC beat Kerala 
Blasters FC 2-0 to book semi-finals spot 

Jürgen Klopp happy to do the ‘dirty work‘ to spark Liverpool revival
ANDY HUNTER
London, 27 Feb [theGuard-
ian]: Jürgen Klopp has conceded 
it would be a big achievement for 
Liverpool to finish in the top four 
this season but insists his squad is 
not in urgent need of an overhaul.

Liverpool are five points adrift 
of fourth-placed West Ham after a 
run of four successive defeats that 
has left the champions sixth. Klopp 
claims he relishes the challenge 
of rescuing Liverpool’s campaign. 
“I am not here only for the big 
celebrations,” he said. “I am here 
for the work. And if it is the dirty 
work, the hard work, no problem.”

That task has been further 
complicated by the loss of Jordan 
Henderson for six to eight weeks 
after the Liverpool captain under-
went surgery on an adductor inju-
ry sustained in the defeat by Ever-
ton. Henderson will miss at least 
five Liverpool matches plus En-
gland’s World Cup qualifying triple 

header next month. Klopp accepts 
that, given Liverpool’s problems 
on and off the pitch, it would be an 
accomplishment for a squad that 
cruised to the title to qualify for 
next season’s Champions League 
via the domestic route.

“It would be big, absolutely,” 
the manager said. “You can see 
the competitors. It is not about the 
possible performance, it is about 
what we can bring on the pitch 
still. It is all about results. The ta-
ble doesn’t lie. Never. We know 
that points-wise we are not that 
far away but results-wise we are.

“That is what we have to 
change and for all the different 
reasons it was a difficult season so 
far for us. We try with all we have 
to sort it and while we try and sort 
one problem another problem oc-
curs. That is how it is.”

Liverpool’s fall has invited scru-
tiny regarding several established 
first-choice players and the depth of 

Klopp’s squad. But he insists it is inac-
curate to judge a squad severely weak-
ened by injuries all season, and denies 
a major rebuild is necessary. “What is 
a ‘rebuild’ exactly?” Klopp said. “Ten 
out and 10 in? Changes to what start-
ing XI? I don’t think it is time for a mas-
sive rebuild like how I understand it: 
six, seven out, running contracts but 
trying to get rid of them and bring in 
all the new faces. The squad of this 
year didn’t have the chance to play to-
gether one time really.

“I think it would make sense 
to have a look at that but on top of 
that of course little readjustments 
will happen. We need to react on 
the situation but at the same time 
plan for the future. I am not sure 
we can do that in the summer but 
that is what we will try.”

Klopp could have Diogo Jota 
back for the visit to Sheffield Unit-
ed on Sunday after the Portugal 
international resumed full training 
on Wednesday after a knee injury.  

New Delhi, 27 Feb 
[PTI]: NorthEast United 
FC sealed a semi-finals 
berth with a 2-0 win over 
Kerala Blasters FC in 
an Indian Super League 
(ISL) match at the Tilak 
Maidan on Friday. Need-
ing just a point to quali-
fy for their second-ever 
semis, the Highlanders 
showed no signs of stop-
ping as they attacked 
from the first whistle. 
They scored both their 
goals in the first half 
through Suhair Vadak-
kepeedika (34th) and 
Lalengmawia (45th).

Khalid Jamil also cre-
ated history by becoming 
the first Indian to coach 
three or more league 
games and guide a side 
to the semi-finals.

Jamil fielded an un-

changed XI from their 
previous game while 
Kerala Blasters had one 
change with Sandeep 
Singh preferred over 
Subha Ghosh.

The Highlanders got 
a great opportunity soon 
after the start. Luis Mach-
ado sent in a delivery 
into the box, which was 
headed out straight back 
to him. His cross from the 
right found Dylan Fox but 
he shot wide. At the oth-
er end, it was Kerala who 
missed getting ahead in 
the game. Bakary Kone 
managed to evade his 
marker and to get to the 
end of a Jessel Carneiro 
corner, but his header 
missed the target.

Though NorthEast 
were clearly the better 
side in the first session, 

Kerala Blasters did have 
their chances. But the 
Highlanders' defence 
stood strong. Then, in 
the 34th minute, North-
East took the lead. Khas-
sa Camara slipped in a 
through ball which Kone 
failed to deal with.

Suhair Vadakkepeed-
ika got on to the ball and 
got past Sandeep Singh, 
before rounding off an 
advancing Albino Gomes, 
to put his side ahead.

Jamil's men increased 
their lead just before 
the breather through 
an astonishing Laleng-
mawia strike. Fox set 
up Lalengmawia, whose 
well-struck long-ranger 
bounced off the under-
side of the bar into the 
net. Jamil's ecstatic look 
at the touchline showed 

just how good the goal 
was. Kerala Blasters had 
a better start to the sec-
ond session. They creat-
ed chances through Ra-
hul KP and Gary Hooper, 
but a finish eluded them.

At the other end, 
Gomes was forced into 
a fine save when Macha-
do showed his brilliance 
and on entering the box, 
tried his luck at goal.

Then Deshorn Brown, 
missed a great opportuni-
ty, striking the crossbar.

Despite their chanc-
es, NEUFC just couldn't 
get their third. Their best 
chance came when Fed-
erico Gallego played a 
weighted pass to Brown, 
who managed to evade 
Gomes. However, his shot 
from a tight angle found 
the side netting.

Kingston, 27 Feb [AFP]: 
Chris Gayle was called 
into the West Indies 
Twenty20 squad on Fri-
day for the first time in 
two years as the 41-year-
old eyes a place in the 
World Cup later this year. 
Gayle, one of cricket's 
global superstars, was 
named in the 14-man 
squad for the three-game 
series against Sri Lanka 
which starts in Antigua 
on Wednesday. 

The charismatic Gay-
le wants to help steer 
West Indies to a success-
ful defence of their World 
Twenty20 title in India in 
October and November. 
The Jamaican opening 
batsman played the last 
of his 58 T20 interna-
tionals against England 
on home turf in March 
2019. He has made 1,627 
runs in the format with a 
highest score of 117 at an 
average of over 32.

"As we build towards 
the defence of the T20 
World Cup, the oppor-
tunity is being taken to 
determine our best team 
and squad as we go for-
ward," said chief selector 
Roger Harper.

"Chris Gayle has per-
formed very well in re-
cent tournaments and 
the selection panel thinks 
that he can still add great 
value to our team."

Gayle has been play-
ing in the Pakistan Super 
League but will break off 
to resume his interna-
tional career in the three 
games against Sri Lanka 
taking place on March 3, 
5 and 7.

Also back in favour 
is 39-year-old fast bowl-
er Fidel Edwards, who 

hasn't played for the 
West Indies since 2012.

"Fidel Edwards has 
been selected to give the 
bowling the potent fire-
power needed," Harper 
added.

The three-game 
floodlight series will be 
the first T20 internation-
als to be played at the 
Coolidge Cricket Ground 
in Antigua. Three ODIs 
will also be played in 
Antigua at the Sir Vivi-
an Richards Stadium on 
March 10, 12 and 14.

All-rounder An-
dre Russell is recover-
ing from contracting 
COVID-19 earlier this 
month, and despite test-
ing negative over a week 
ago has been ruled out of 
the T20I series.

A West Indies spokes-
man added that fast 
bowlers Sheldon Cot-
trell and Oshane Thom-
as, along with batsman 
Shimron Hetmyer and 
all-rounder Roston Chase 
have all failed to reach 
the minimum fitness 
standard in time to be 
considered for selection. 

T20 squad: Kieron 
Pollard (captain), Nicho-
las Pooran (vice-captain), 
Fabien Allen, Dwayne Bra-
vo, Fidel Edwards, Andre 
Fletcher, Chris Gayle, Ja-
son Holder, Akeal Hosein, 
Evin Lewis, Obed McCoy, 
Rovman Powell, Lendl 
Simmons, Kevin Sinclair.

ODI squad: Kieron Pol-
lard (captain), Shai Hope 
(vice-captain), Fabian Allen, 
Darren Bravo, Jason Hold-
er, Akeal Hosein, Alzarri 
Joseph, Evin Lewis, Kyle 
Mayers, Jason  Mohammed, 
Nicholas Pooran, Romario 
Shepherd, Kevin Sinclair.

London, 27 Feb 
[theGuardian]: The Mi-
lan striker Zlatan Ibrahi-
movic said sportspeople 
like Los Angeles Lakers 
forward LeBron James 
should quit sticking their 
nose into politics.

Four-time NBA cham-
pion James, who Ibra-
himovic described as a 
phenomenal basketball 
player, has been one of 
the NBA’s leading voices 
against racial injustice 
and police brutality in 
the United States.

A frequent critic of 
former US president 
Donald Trump, James 
also helped form a group 
aimed at battling vot-
er disenfranchisement 
in predominantly black 
communities last year.

“I like him (James) a 
lot. He’s phenomenal, but 
I don’t like when people 
with a status speak about 
politics. Do what you’re 
good at doing,” Ibrahi-
movic told Uef and Dis-
covery+ in Sweden.

“I play football be-
cause I’m the best play-
ing football, I’m no pol-
itician. If I’d been a pol-
itician, I would be doing 
politics.

“This is the first mis-
take famous people do 
when they become fa-
mous: for me it is better 
to avoid certain topics 
and do what you’re good 
doing, otherwise you risk 
doing something wrong-
ly.”

James’ longtime ac-
tivism on racial justice is-
sues and his criticism of 
Trump prompted white 
Fox News commentator 
Laura Ingraham in 2018 
to tell him and fellow 
black NBA player Kevin 
Durant to “shut up and 
dribble”.

The comment by 
Ibrahimovic, whose two-
year spell with LA Galaxy 
overlapped with James’s 
time in Los Angeles, 

were criticized by Amer-
ican sprint great Michael 
Johnson.

“Okay Ibra, based on 
your position @King-
James is great at basket-
ball and shouldn’t voice 
his opinion about poli-
tics,” Johnson tweeted.

“You’re really good at 
football so you shouldn’t 
voice your opinion about 
LeBron using his plat-
form for good. Or your 
opinion on anything out-
side football!”

James’s entry into the 
social justice arena has 
been careful and mea-
sured over the past de-
cade: a 2012 tweet that 
declared #WeAreTray-
vonMartin; the I CAN’T 
BREATHE shirt worn 
before a 2014 game; 
the opening of a public 
school in his hometown 
of Akron.

But the four-time 
NBA Most Valuable Play-
er winner has taken his 
activism to new heights 
since Trump began pick-
ing fights with promi-
nent black US athletes to 
score political points.

With the sports world 
at a standstill due to the 
coronavirus pandemic 
and amid nationwide 
unrest over the police 
killings of George Floyd 
in Minneapolis and Bre-
onna Taylor in Louisville, 
James teamed up with a 
group of prominent ath-
letes and entertainers to 
launch More Than a Vote, 
a 501(c)(4) nonprofit 
organization aimed at 
informing, protecting 
and turning out African 
American voters.

“We never told any-
one who to vote for or 
who not to vote for,” he 
said. “We never said 
anything about one can-
didate or another can-
didate. We just wanted 
people to exercise their 
opportunity to vote and 
create change.

London, 27 Feb 
[theGuardian]: Chess 
grandmaster Levon Aro-
nian said on Friday he 
was leaving Armenia 
and would represent 
the United States, citing 
what he said was Arme-
nian officials’ indifference 
to chess as one of the rea-
sons. The 38-year-old, who 
is ranked sixth in the world, 
announced his decision on 
his Facebook page.

“The past year has 
been very difficult for all 
of us with a pandemic, a 
war and in my case there 
was personal adversity 
and the state’s absolute 
indifference towards Ar-
menian chess,” he wrote, 
referring to six weeks 
of fighting between eth-
nic Armenian and Aze-
ri forces over the Na-
gorno-Karabkah enclave.

“I was faced with a 
choice: quit my job or 
move to where I am val-
ued,” he wrote.

Smbat Lputian, depu-
ty head of the Armenian 
Chess Federation, said he 
regretted Aronian’s deci-
sion. “This is a big loss for 
Armenian chess,” he told 
Reuters.

The Saint Louis Chess 
Club said Aronian was 
relocating to the US city 
to continue his career 
and would represent the 
United States at future 
competitions. US Chess 

Federation president 
Mike Hoffpauir said the 
organization would wel-
come Aronian pending 
the approval of the Inter-
national Chess Federa-
tion (Fide).

“The US Chess Fed-
eration welcomes the 
news of Super GM Le-
von Aronian’s intent to 
relocate to the United 
States,” Hoffpauir said in 
a statement. “Until such 
time that he is living in 
the United States, the US 
Chess Federation has no 
jurisdiction with regard 
to his status with Fide. 
As with all transfer mat-
ters, the US Chess Fed-
eration does not allow 
for inviting or paying for 
the transfer of any player. 
Our role is to process the 
player’s administrative 
paperwork as required 
by Fide.” Fide told Re-
uters it could not com-
ment on Aronian’s inten-
tions and plans.

“A player can repre-
sent the country/federa-
tions where he resides,” 
Fide said. “That doesn’t 
necessarily imply that he 
changes his nationality.”

Aronian’s move fol-
lows political unrest in 
Armenia, where prime 
minister Nikol Pashinyan 
condemned what he said 
was an attempted coup 
on Thursday after the 
army demanded he quit. 
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42 Abducted 
from 
Nigerian 
school 2 
weeks ago 
freed
LAGOS, Nigeria (AP): 
An official says 42 peo-
ple including 27 students 
who were abducted two 
weeks ago from a school 
in northern Nigeria have 
been freed.

The chief press sec-
retary for the Niger 
state governor, Mary 
Noel-Berje, told The As-
sociated Press on Satur-
day that those released 
have arrived in the state 
capital, Minna. “We have 
received them,” she said.

The students, teach-
ers and family members 
were abducted by gun-
men from the Govern-
ment Science College 
Kagara.

Their release was 
announced a day after 
police said gunmen had 
abducted 317 girls from 
a boarding school else-
where in northern Nige-
ria, in Zamfara state. One 
resident said the gunmen 
also attacked a near-
by military camp and 
checkpoint, preventing 
soldiers from interfering 
with the mass abduction.

Several large groups 
of armed men operate in 
Zamfara state, described 
by the government as 
bandits, and are known 
to kidnap for money and 
to push for the release of 
their members from jail.

Nigerian President 
Muhammadu Buhari said 
Friday the government’s 
primary objective is to 
get all the school hos-
tages returned safe, alive 
and unharmed.

“We will not succumb 
to blackmail by bandits 
and criminals who target 
innocent school students 
in the expectation of 
huge ransom payments,” 
he said. “Let bandits, kid-
nappers and terrorists 
not entertain any illu-
sions that they are more 
powerful than the gov-
ernment.”

Nigeria has seen sev-
eral such attacks and 
kidnappings over the 
years, notably the mass 
abduction in April 2014 
by jihadist group Boko 
Haram of 276 girls from 
the secondary school in 
Chibok in Borno state. 
More than a hundred of 
the girls are still missing.

In December, 344 
students were abduct-
ed from the Govern-
ment Science Secondary 
School Kankara in Katsi-
na State. They were even-
tually released.

Experts notice pandemic’s mental 
health toll on German youth

BERLIN (AP): Pollina Dinner 
returned to school in Berlin 
for the first time this week af-
ter two months of lockdown. 
The 9-year-old third-grader 
was thrilled to see her class-
mates and teachers again but 
frets about the coronavirus 
pandemic’s effect on her life.

“I’m not afraid of the coro-
navirus, I’m afraid that every-
thing will continue like this 
— that my school will close 
again, I won’t be able to see 
my friends, and that I can’t go 
to the movies with my fami-
ly,” the girl said, fingering her 
blue medical mask and sigh-
ing deeply. “And wearing this 
mask is even worse than all 
the shops being closed.”

Psychiatrists, psycholo-
gists and pediatricians in Ger-
many have voiced growing 
alarm that school closings, 
social restrictions and other 
precautions are magnifying 
the fear, disruption and stress 
of the pandemic among Ger-
many’s 13.7 million children 
and teenagers, raising the 
prospect of a future mental 
health crisis.

“We don’t have any long-
term studies yet, but there’s 
lots of anecdotal evidence of 
a crisis-driven rise in hospi-
talizations and overflowing 
psychologists’ practices,” Ju-
lia Asbrand, a professor of 
child and youth psychology at 
Berlin’s Humboldt University, 
told The Associated Press.

A recent survey by the 
University Medical Center 
Hamburg-Eppendorf found 
that about one child in three is 

suffering from pandemic-re-
lated anxiety or depression 
or is exhibiting psychosomat-
ic symptoms like headaches 
or stomach aches. Children 
from poorer and immigrant 
families are disproportional-
ly affected, according to the 
survey.

Pollina, who immigrated 
from Russia with her family 
in 2019, worries about for-
getting much of her German 
since she only speaks Rus-
sian at home. She’s one of 150 
youngsters from underpriv-
ileged families who, before 
the pandemic. regularly spent 
time after school at a youth 
support program on the east-
ern outskirts of the German 
capital.

Arche — Ark in English 
— is based in Berlin’s Hell-

ersdorf district, a neighbor-
hood of drab concrete build-
ings constructed during the 
former Communist regime of 
East Germany. Some children 
are still allowed to come in 
person, but only once every 
two weeks. The rest of the 
time, the social workers and 
educators try to stay in touch 
through video chats while 
helping their young clients 
with remote learning.

“Many have completely 
withdrawn and don’t want to 
get out of their rooms any-
more. They’ve gained a lot 
of weight, are playing online 
games nonstop and don’t have 
any more structure in their 
everyday lives,” Arche found-
er Bernd Siggelkow said.

The second major lock-
down in Germany started 

before Christmas. Students 
in grades 1-3 were allowed 
to return to classrooms this 
week with reduced class siz-
es and limited lessons. The 
government hopes to ease 
further restrictions in coming 
weeks and has said that the 
re-opening of all schools is a 
top priority.

However, there’s concern 
the country is slipping into a 
third wave of infections due 
to more contagious variants 
of the virus. Virologists have 
repeatedly said it is still un-
clear to what extent the vi-
rus spreads from children 
attending school into homes 
and communities. More than 
2 million people have con-
tracted the virus in Germany 
and almost 70,000 have died 
of COVID-19, although only 10 

under the age of 20, according 
to the country’s disease con-
trol center.

Even though children are 
not at as much risk of severe 
COVID-19 complications as 
older adults, they may be 
more vulnerable to the col-
lateral mental health effects 
of the pandemic, according to 
experts.

An analysis by German 
health insurer DAK regarding 
youth psychological issues 
confirms the first-person 
observations of the staff at 
Arche.

The evaluation, which was 
obtained by German news 
agency dpa, showed that the 
number of children and teen-
agers hospitalized for psychi-
atric treatment in Berlin al-
most doubled during the first 
half of 2020, when schools 
were closed for over two 
months during the country’s 
first lockdown, compared 
with first six months of 2019.

The statistic underscores 
the psychological strain the 
pandemic is putting on young 
people but does not illustrate 
the scope of the problem, Chris-
toph Correll, the director of child 
and youth psychiatry at Berlin’s 
Charite hospital, told dpa.

“Hospitalizations are the 
tip of the iceberg,” he said.

Teenagers, especially girls, 
are more prone to eating dis-
orders and self-harming, and 
many children’s psychological 
problems are going undetect-
ed while parents are over-
whelmed and teachers, social 
workers and pediatricians 

don’t have regular contact 
with students, clients and pa-
tients, experts warn.

Psychology professor As-
brand worries that the mental 
health of children and teenag-
ers has not gotten enough at-
tention during the pandemic. 
Together with other profes-
sionals in the field, she wrote 
an open letter to the govern-
ment this month to push for 
youth needs to get better ad-
dressed in the ongoing health 
crisis and prioritized when 
society reopens.

An immediate action gov-
ernment authorities could 
take to help mitigate possible 
problems would be to allow 
groups to gather for school 
and youth sports, in line with 
hygiene and distancing pre-
cautions.

“We all don’t know yet 
how this is going to develop 
long-term, but we must focus 
on youth mental health now,” 
she said.

While attending Arche this 
week for help with homework 
assigned online, 16-year-old 
Robin Reyer said not being 
able to hang out with friends 
has been one of the hardest 
parts of the pandemic restric-
tions.

“I want to celebrate birth-
days again, go out and play 
soccer with my friends in the 
park or meet them at Burger 
King,” he said while taking a 
break outside in the spring 
sun.

“Now, I’m only allowed to 
meet one friend at most,” he 
said. “That really sucks.”

Explosion strikes Israeli-owned 
ship in Mideast amid tension

Myanmar police deploy early to 
crank up pressure on protests

YANGON, Myanmar (AP): Police in 
Myanmar escalated their crackdown 
on demonstrators against this month’s 
military takeover, deploying early 
and in force on Saturday as protesters 
sought to assemble in the country’s two 
biggest cities and elsewhere.

Security forces in some areas ap-
peared to become more aggressive in 
using force and making arrests, uti-
lizing more plainclothes officers than 
had previously revealed themselves. 
Photos posted on social media showed 
that residents of at least two cities, Yan-
gon and Monywa, resisted by erecting 
makeshift street barricades to try to 
hinder the advance of the police.

Myanmar’s crisis took a dramat-
ic turn on the international stage at a 
special session of the United Nations 
General Assembly on Friday when the 
country’s U.N. ambassador declared his 
loyalty to the ousted civilian govern-
ment of Aung San Suu Kyi and called 
on the world to pressure the military to 
cede power.

There were arrests Saturday in 
Myanmar’s two biggest cities, Yangon 
and Mandalay, where demonstrators 
have been hitting the streets daily to 
peacefully demand the restoration of 
the government of Suu Kyi, whose Na-
tional League for Democracy party won 
a landslide election victory in Novem-
ber. Police have increasingly been en-
forcing an order by the junta banning 
gatherings of five or more people.

Many other cities and towns have 
also hosted large protests against the 
Feb. 1 coup.

Police in Dawei, in the southeast, 
and Monywa, 135 kilometers (85 miles) 
northwest of Mandalay, used force 
against protesters. Both cities, with 
populations of less then 200,000 each, 
have been seeing large demonstrations.

Social media carried unconfirmed 
reports of a protester shot dead in 
Monywa. The reports could not imme-
diately be independently confirmed but 
appeared credible, with both photos 
and identification of the victim. The re-
ports from Monywa also said dozens or 
more people were arrested.

The military takeover reversed 
years of slow progress toward democ-
racy after five decades of military rule. 
Suu Kyi’s party would have been in-
stalled for a second five-year term in 

office, but the army blocked Parliament 
from convening and detained her and 
President Win Myint, as well as other 
top members of her government.

At the General Assembly in New 
York, Myanmar’s U.N. ambassador, 
Kyaw Moe Tun, declared in an emotion-
al speech to fellow delegates that he 
represented Suu Kyi’s “civilian govern-
ment elected by the people” and sup-
ported the fight against military rule.

He urged all countries to issue pub-
lic statements strongly condemning 
the coup, and to refuse to recognize 
the military regime. He also called for 
stronger international measures to 
stop violence by security forces against 
peaceful demonstrators.

He drew loud applause from many 
diplomats in the 193-nation global 
body, as well as effusive praise from 
other Burmese on social media, who 
described him as a hero. The ambas-
sador flashed a three-finger salute 
that has been adopted by the civil dis-
obedience movement at the end of his 
speech in which he addressed people 
back home in Burmese. In Yangon on 
Saturday morning, police began arrests 
early at the Hledan Center intersection, 
which has become the gathering point 
for protesters who then fan out to other 
parts of the city. Police took similar ac-
tion in residential neighborhoods.

Security forces also tried to thwart 
protests in Mandalay, where roadblocks 
were set up at several key intersections 
and the regular venues for rallies were 
flooded with police.

Buddhist monks were prominent in 
Saturday’s march in Mandalay, as they 
have been regularly, lending moral au-
thority to the civil disobedience move-
ment that is challenging the military 
rulers. Mandalay has been the scene 
of several violent confrontations, and 
at least four of eight confirmed deaths 
linked to the protests, according to the 
independent Assistance Association of 
Political Prisoners. On Friday, at least 
three people there were injured, in-
cluding two who were shot in the chest 
by rubber bullets and another who suf-
fered what appeared to be a bullet wound 
to his leg. According to the association, as 
of Friday, 771 people had been arrested, 
charged or sentenced at one point in re-
lation to the coup, and 689 were being 
detained or sought for arrest. 

DUBAI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP): An ex-
plosion struck an Is-
raeli-owned cargo ship 
sailing out of the Middle 
East on Friday, an unex-
plained blast renewing 
concerns about ship se-
curity in the region amid 
escalating tensions be-
tween the U.S. and Iran.

The crew and vessel 
were safe, according to 
the United Kingdom Mar-
itime Trade Operations, 
which is run by the Brit-
ish navy. The explosion in 
the Gulf of Oman forced 
the vessel to head to the 
nearest port.

The incident recalled 
the summer of 2019, 
when the same site saw 
a series of suspected at-
tacks that the U.S. Navy 
blamed on Iran, which 
Tehran denied. Mean-
while, as President Joe 
Biden tries to revive 
nuclear negotiations 
with Iran, he ordered 
overnight airstrikes on 
facilities in Syria belong-
ing to a powerful Irani-
an-backed Iraqi armed 
group.

Dryad Global, a mar-
itime intelligence firm, 
identified the stricken 
vessel as the MV Helios 
Ray, a Bahamian-flagged 
roll-on, roll-off vehicle 
cargo ship. Another pri-
vate security official, who 
spoke to The Associated 
Press on condition of an-
onymity to discuss intel-
ligence matters, similarly 
identified the ship as the 
Helios Ray.

S a te l l i te - t ra c k i n g 
data from website Mari-
neTraffic.com showed 
the Helios Ray had been 
nearly entering the Ara-
bian Sea around 0600 
GMT Friday before it 
suddenly turned around 

and began heading back 
toward the Strait of Hor-
muz. It was coming from 
Dammam, Saudi Arabia, 
and still listed Singapore 
as its destination on its 
tracker.

Israel’s Channel 13, 
in an unsourced report, 
said the assessment in 
Israel is that Iran was 
behind the blast. Israeli 
officials did not immedi-
ately respond to requests 
for comment. The Iranian 
government did not com-
ment on the blast Friday.

The blast comes as 
Tehran increasingly 
breaches its 2015 nu-
clear accord with world 
powers to create leverage 
over Washington. Iran 
is seeking to pressure 
Biden to grant the sanc-
tions relief it received 
under the deal that for-
mer President Donald 
Trump abandoned near-
ly three years ago.

Iran also has blamed 
Israel for a recent series 
of attacks, including a 
mysterious explosion 
last summer that de-
stroyed an advanced cen-
trifuge assembly plant at 
its Natanz nuclear facility 
and the killing of Mohsen 
Fakhrizadeh, a top Irani-
an scientist who founded 
the Islamic Republic’s 
military nuclear program 
two decades ago.

Capt. Ranjith Raja of 
the data firm Refinitiv 
told the AP that the Israe-
li-owned vessel had left 
the Persian Gulf Thurs-
day bound for Singapore. 
On Friday at 0230 GMT, 
the vessel stopped for at 
least nine hours east of a 
main Omani port before 
making a 360-degree 
turn and sailing toward 
Dubai, likely for damage 
assessment and repairs, 

he said.
The vessel came 

loaded with cargo from 
Europe. It discharged 
vehicles at several ports 
in the region, Raja add-
ed, including in Bahrain, 
the United Arab Emirates 
and Saudi Arabia, with its 
last port of call at Dam-
mam.

While details of the 
explosion remained un-
clear, two American de-
fense officials told the 
AP that the ship had sus-
tained two holes on its 
port side and two holes 
on its starboard side just 
above the waterline in 
the blast. The officials 
said it remained unclear 
what caused the holes. 
They spoke to the AP on 
condition of anonymity 
to discuss unreleased 
information on the inci-
dents.

A United Nations ship 
database identified the 
vessel’s owners as a Tel 
Aviv-based firm called 
Ray Shipping Ltd. Calls to 
Ray Shipping rang unan-
swered Friday.

Abraham Ungar, 74, 
who goes by “Rami,” is 
the founder of Ray Ship-
ping Ltd., and is known 
as one of the richest men 
in Israel. He made his for-
tune in shipping and con-
struction.

According to the Ni-
kola Y. Vaptsarov Naval 
Academy, where Ungar 
provides support and 
maritime training, he 
owns dozens of car-car-
rying ships and employs 
thousands of engineers.

The U.S. Navy’s Bah-
rain-based 5th Fleet said 
it was “aware and moni-
toring” the situation. The 
U.S. Maritime Adminis-
tration, an agency of the 
Transportation Depart-

ment, issued a warning 
to commercial shippers 
early Saturday acknowl-
edging the explosion and 
urging ships to “exercise 
caution when transiting” 
the Gulf of Oman.

While the circum-
stances of the explosion 
remain unclear, Dry-
ad Global said it was 
very possible the blast 
stemmed from “asym-
metric activity by Iranian 
military.”

As Iran seeks to pres-
sure the United States to 
lift sanctions, the coun-
try may seek “to exer-
cise forceful diplomacy 
through military means,” 
Dryad reported.

In the tense summer 
of 2019, the U.S. military 
blamed Iran for explo-
sions on two oil tankers 
near the Strait of Hor-
muz, one of the world’s 
most strategic shipping 
lanes. The U.S. also had 
attributed a series of 
other suspected attacks 
to Iran, including the 
use of limpet mines — 
designed to be attached 
magnetically to a ship’s 
hull — to cripple four oil 
tankers off the nearby 
Emirati port of Fujairah.

Since the killing of 
Fakhrizadeh, the Iranian 
nuclear scientist, last No-
vember, Israeli officials 
have raised alarms about 
potential Iranian retali-
ation, including through 
its regional proxies like 
Lebanon’s Hezbollah and 
Yemen’s Houthi rebels.

Over the years, Iran 
has been linked to at-
tacks on Israeli and Jew-
ish civilian targets in Lat-
in America, Europe and 
Asia. Israel has not com-
mented on its alleged 
role in the scientist’s kill-
ing.
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BACK TO SCHOOL! Actresses Zion Moreno and Savannah Smith filmed the 
Gossip Girl reboot in New York City.
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EtCETERA

Aries:
If there’s anything your life has taught you, it’s that ev-
ery day is a gift from the Universe, which is precisely 
what you are celebrating today—with your soul crew, of 
course! Speaking of celebration, some of you could be 
moving closer to D-Day. Alternatively, somebody close to 
you could be getting engaged soon. PS: You’re going to 
love playing bridesmaid/groomsman!
Tip: It’s all about joy and celebration in the Aries HQ.
Taurus:
What’s the point of playing the coy game? What’s the 
point of beating around the bush? You like them just as 
much as they like you. It’s time to confess your innermost 
feelings today. In the realm of work, you may find yourself 
bridging the gap between passion and profession. There 
was a time you were okay with clocking in the hours sim-
ply for the sake of it. But the new you wants to offer the 
world something that is of value and has the potential to 
bring about positive change.
Tip: It’s time to confess your innermost feelings.
Gemini:
"I hope you will go out and let stories, that is life, happen 
to you, and that you will work with these stories... water 
them with your blood and tears and your laughter till they 
bloom, till you yourself burst into bloom." Wise words by 
Clarissa Pinkola Estés to inspire you to let go of the inhi-

bitions that have been weighing you down, and take life 
by the horns. There is so much you are yet to discover in 
your journey towards personal freedom. Let the adven-
tures begin now!
Tip: Let life happen to you, Gemini. It’s time to feel oh-
so-alive!
Cancer:
You can keep updating your vision board to look better 
than it did before, or you can get your act together and 
start putting in the work. The choice is and has always 
been yours, Cancer. If the cosmic cues are anything to 
go by, you won’t shy away from getting your hands dirty 
today. Remember, you don’t have to have the entire plan 
of action ready. Adopt ‘one step at a time’ as your mantra 
for now. Everything you need to know will be revealed to 
you in due course of time.
Tip: One step at a time, honey!
Leo:
Doing things the way that you have been doing them is 
comfortable. But comfort never leads to growth, does it 
now? Today, the cards are urging you to shake things up 
a little. To adopt the spirit of play and approach the most 
mundane tasks in a manner that’s different from what 
you’re used to. The more you bring your individuality to 
the table, the more the quality of your work will improve.
Tip: Bring your individuality to the table.

Virgo:
The connection you share is both soulful and sensual. 
It’s a love that awakens the latent passion within you and 
makes you believe in magic again. This weekend, you’re 
breaking the barriers that stand between you and your 
beloved and experiencing intimacy on a deeper level. 
Yes, the fears and insecurities will rear their ugly heads 
as you choose vulnerability over everything else. You 
have what it takes to watch the ebb and flow of these 
emotions without giving into them.
Tip: Stay in the vibration of love, Virgo.
Libra:
There are certain rules that apply to all those of us who 
are experiencing life in the earthly realm, and the law of 
karma is certainly one of them. Today, you’re being guid-
ed to act mindfully—to be conscious of the law of cause 
and effect. Remember, everything you put out there will 
have a karmic repercussion. When it comes to decision 
making, find a balance between your head and your 
heart. Yes, that means not getting carried away by what 
the emotional landscape is showing you at this moment.
Tip: Keep the law of cause and effect in mind before you 
act today.
Scorpio:
What if you're the only person standing in your way? 
We repeat: what if you’re the only person standing in 

your way? Once again, the cards are pointing towards 
a serious case of impostor syndrome and urging you to 
work through the self-worth issues that are weighing you 
down. You were chosen for this mission for a reason and 
it's time to remember that. Today, no matter how daunting 
this feels, take the first step. Do something that scares 
the living daylights out of you and know that you possess 
the strength, courage, and wisdom to transcend this. PS: 
Your spirit team is with you, providing you with the help 
and assistance you need in each moment.
Tip: Address the self-worth issues, Scorpio.
Sagittarius:
If you’ve been at loggerheads with somebody, take a 
step back. Retreat into your sacred space, Sagittarius, 
where you can reflect upon what transpired with the oth-
er person, and your own BS. We all have our triggers, 
and there’s no shame in that. However, it’s important to 
heal the unhealed parts of our psyche so that we do not 
continue to repeat the old patterns. 
Tip: Self-reflection is key.
Capricorn:
Beginning a project is the easy part. It is synonymous 
with that mad surge of energy that comes from stepping 
into the unknown. What happens when you enter the 
second stage of a project, though? Does the same opti-
mism continue to fuel your actions or do you find yourself 

stuck in a rut? Word for the wise: stay in the energy of 
passion, Capricorn. You have a long way to go from here.
Tip: Stay in the energy of passion.
Aquarius:
You can sulk about how unhappy you are at this mo-
ment, or you can take things in your hands and turn your 
circumstances around. The choice is and has always 
been yours. Have the conversation you have been care-
fully avoiding. That’s the only way out of the maze you 
have found yourself in. Remember, it’s not just about 
what you say, but also about how you say it. The secret 
to getting through to the other person is by approaching 
the subject from a space of openness.
Tip: Talk about it.
Pisces:
Pay attention to what you are giving your time and en-
ergy to. We repeat: pay attention to what you are giv-
ing your time and energy to. Not all of these projects 
are worth your time, Pisces. It’s okay to be picky. It’s 
okay to let a few people down. The only person you 
owe an explanation to is yourself. When it comes to 
love and other intoxicants, you’re being warned about 
the fleeting nature of a particular romance. So, flirt 
your way into their heart without expecting any sort 
of commitment.
Tip: Your time and energy are precious.
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German radio station apologizes 
for comment on K-pop’s BTS

Kellan Lutz and Wife Brittany Welcome a Baby Girl

Lady Gaga’s 
dogs recovered 
safely after 
theft, shooting
LOS ANGELES (AP): Lady 
Gaga’s two French bulldogs, 
which were stolen by thieves 
who shot and wounded the 
dog walker, were recovered 
unharmed Friday, Los Angeles 
police said. A woman brought 
the dogs to the LAPD’s Olym-
pic Community Police Station, 
just northwest of downtown, 
around 6 p.m, said Capt. Jona-
than Tippet, commanding of-
ficer of the department’s elite 
Robbery-Homicide Division.

Lady Gaga’s representative 
and detectives went to the sta-
tion and confirmed that they 
were the dogs, Tippet said. The 
singer is currently in Rome to 
film a movie.

The woman who dropped 
off the dogs appears to be 
“”uninvolved and unassociat-
ed” with Wednesday night’s 
attack, Tippet said.

In a tweet Friday night, 
the LAPD said the woman had 
found the dogs “and reached 
out to Lady Gaga’s staff to 
return them.” Her identity 
and the location where the 
dogs were found won’t be 
disclosed for her safety and 
because of the ongoing inves-
tigation, the LAPD said.

The dog walker, Ryan 
Fischer, was shot once as he 
walked three of the singer’s 
dogs in Hollywood. Video 
showed a white sedan pull-
ing up and two men jumping 
out. They struggled with the 
dog walker before one pulled 
a gun and fired a single shot 
before fleeing with two of the 
dogs. The third escaped and 
has since been reunited with 
Lady Gaga’s representatives. 

Maren Morris, Chris Stapleton 
lead ACM Awards nominations

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP): Maren Morris and 
Chris Stapleton are the leading nominees for 
the Academy of Country Music Awards, but 
only Stapleton joined the all-male ballot for 
the top prize of entertainer of the year.

The academy announced on Friday that 
Morris and Stapleton both had six nominations 
ahead of the April 18 awards show, which will 
air on CBS from Nashville, Tennessee.

Women were left out of the top category 
after Carrie Underwood and Thomas Rhett 
tied for entertainer of the 
year last year, the first time 
ever for a tie and the first 
time a woman had won the 
category since Taylor Swift 
in 2012. Also nominated 
for entertainer of the year 
are Rhett, Luke Bryan, Eric 
Church and Luke Combs.

This year, Morris’ cross-
over pop hit “The Bones,” 
was nominated for single 
of the year and earned her 
two nominations as song-
writer and artist for song 
of the year. She was also 
nominated for female art-
ist of the year, which she 
won last year, and music video of the year for 
“Better Than We Found It.” She had another 
nomination for the all-star collaboration The 
Highwomen in group of the year.

Stapleton, who released his fourth solo 
studio album last year, “Starting Over,” was 
nominated twice as artist and producer for al-
bum of the year, as well as twice for being the 
songwriter/artist for the title track for song 
of the year. He also has a nomination for male 
artist of the year.

Country star Morgan Wallen, who won 
new male artist of the year last year, was de-
clared ineligible by the ACMs after he was 
caught on camera using a racial slur earlier 
this year. His most recent record, “Dangerous: 
The Double Album,” has spent six weeks at 
the top of the all-genre Billboard 200 chart, 
despite being removed from radio stations 
and some streaming playlists. The album was 
not eligible for album of the year award be-
cause it came out in 2021, but Wallen likely 
would have been a strong contender for male 
artist of the year and singles such as “7 Sum-
mers” and “More Than My Hometown” would 
have qualified for other awards.

Miranda Lambert, who is already the most 
nominated artist in ACM history, stretched 
her streak with five nominations. Lambert’s 
song “Bluebird” earned her four nominations 

total as writer and artist in song, single and 
video of the year. Lambert is nominated in fe-
male artist of the year, a category she has won 
nine times.

While women are absent from entertainer 
of the year, all five nominees for the single of 
the year are performed by women, a first for 
the ACM Awards.

In addition to Lambert’s “Bluebird” and 
Morris’ “The Bones,” Gabby Barrett’s “I Hope,” 
Carly Pearce and Lee Brice’s duet “I Hope 

You’re Happy Now” and Ingrid Andress’ 
“More Hearts Than Mine” fill out the category.

Four Black artists are also nominated this 
year across all categories, another first for the 
ACM Awards. Kane Brown was nominated for 
album of the year for his record “Mixtape Vol. 
1” while Jimmie Allen was nominated for new 
male artist of the year again after first being 
nominated in the same category in 2018.

Mickey Guyton was nominated again 
for new female artist of the year, after first 
being nominated in 2015. Her 2020 song 
“Black Like Me,” released after the death of 
George Floyd, never gained traction at ra-
dio, but brought her critical acclaim and a 
Grammy nomination for best country solo 
performance.

Under ACM award criteria, artists can be 
nominated more than once in the new artist 
of the year categories as long as they haven’t 
won it previously and have not yet released a 
single from their third studio album.

Grammy winner John Legend has his first 
ACM Awards nomination for video of the year 
for his duet with Carrie Underwood on “Hal-
lelujah.”

The album of the year category also in-
cludes Luke Bryan for “Born Here Live Here 
Die Here,” Ashley McBryde for “Never Will” 
and Brothers Osborne for “Skeletons.”

Kellan Lutz and his wife, 
Brittany, announced the 

arrival of their daughter a 
year after opening up about 
their pregnancy loss at six 
months.

The Lutz coven has a 
new member!

On Friday, Feb. 26, Kel-
lan Lutz and his wife, Britta-
ny, announced the arrival of 
their daughter, Ashtyn Lilly 
Lutz. The couple shared the 
exciting news on Instagram, 
with Brittany telling her fol-
lowers, "She's here!!!!"

"The day she came into 
the world it was snowing, 
raining, and freezing, but 
that night she was born 
and we woke up to sun, 
clear skies, and winter 
melting away," Brittany re-
flected. "It was so symbolic 
considering this time last 
year was literally winter 

for our souls only to be 
met one year later with 
the brightest sunshine. She 
ushered in a new season 
for us and we love her be-
yond comprehension."

She added that they wel-
comed their little girl on 
Monday, Feb. 22.

Kellan re-posted his 
wife's statement, saying, 
"Birth is amazing!!!"

The new mom and dad 
shared polaroid photos of 
their first hours with Ash-
tyn, including a picture of 
Kellan holding the little 
one.

Ashtyn's arrival comes 
almost a year after Brittany 
shared she suffered a preg-
nancy loss at six months. 
The pair was expecting a 
daughter. 

"Baby girl, It was my ab-
solute honor and pleasure 

to be your mom these last 
6 months," the influencer 
wrote at the time. "I did my 
best and it was an absolute 
joy seeing your little face all 
those times on that screen 
and feeling your tiny kicks. I 
don't know why it happened 
the way it did, but part of 
me finds so much peace 
knowing you never experi-
enced pain or heartache and 
never will." 

The couple recalled the 
pregnancy loss when they 
announced they were preg-
nant with Ashtyn last Sep-
tember, sharing their relief 
that she could conceive 
again. They added that Ash-
tyn would be their "little 
promise baby."

Now, the pair said their 
daughter has brought the 
"brightest sunshine" into 
their lives.

BERLIN (AP): A Bavarian radio station apol-
ogized Friday for a host’s comments compar-
ing popular South Korean K-pop band BTS to 
the coronavirus, saying his choice of words 
had gone too far but was in no way meant to 
be “hurtful or racist.”

The statement came after legions of fans 
accused the station’s Matthias Matuschik of 
racism for his comments on the band’s cover 
of Coldplay’s “Fix You,” taking to social media 
using the hashtags #Bayern3Racist, #Bayer-
n3Apologize and #RassismusBei-
Bayern3 which translates as “rac-
ism at Bayern3.”

“Racism is not an option,” wrote 
one user, @Vroseeeee1 in a blunt 
tweet in English, German, Korean 
and Spanish.

The uproar came after a live 
show Wednesday, in which Matus-
chik derided BTS’s version of “Fix 
You” as “blasphemy” and compared 
the band to COVID-19, describing 
them as “some crappy virus that 
hopefully there will be a vaccine for 
soon as well.”

He then dug his hole deeper as he tried 
to roll back the comment somewhat, say-
ing “I have nothing against South Korea, you 
can’t accuse me of xenophobia only because 
this boyband is from South Korea... I have a 
car from South Korea. I have the coolest car 
around.”

Then he went on to say that in penance for 
the cover, BTS “will be vacationing in North 
Korea for the next 20 years.”

BTS, which debuted in 2013, became the 
biggest boy band in the world, selling out sta-
diums worldwide and delivering a video mes-
sage at the U.N. General Assembly this year.

Their songs, filled with intimate, socially 
conscious lyrics, are credited for their suc-
cess. Unlike other K-pop bands that carefully 
maintain the personas created by their labels, 
BTS is known for its active engagement with 
fans — known as ARMY — through social me-
dia. BTS has over 33.1 million followers on 
Twitter.

Offense at the comments didn’t only come 
from South Korea, with many social media us-

ers in Germany and elsewhere immediately 
condemning them. “I know which radio sta-
tion I won’t be listening to anymore, bye @
Bayern3,” wrote user @fairesvmns in a Ger-
man-language post that included audio of 
Matuschik’s comments. “I really don’t need 
racism of this shape and form in 2021.”

Many South Koreans living abroad ex-
pressed concerns that the remarks could in-
cite anti-Asian violence, already on the rise in 
many places. “This is not just about #BTS, it 

is about so many Asian people who are deal-
ing with extreme racism especially due to 
pandemic,” Hansl Chang, a South Korean who 
lives in Germany, tweeted.

In the station’s apology, it said that while 
Matuschik was “presenting his opinion in an 
ironic, exaggerated way and with exaggerated 
excitement, his words went too far and hurt 
the feelings of BTS fans.

“But he — and he has assured us of this 
— in no way intended this. He just wanted to 
express his displeasure over the aforemen-
tioned cover version.”

It noted that Matuschik has been involved 
in helping raise aid for refugees and has a 
“constant campaign against right-wing ex-
tremism” and has shown he is against xeno-
phobia or racism in any form.

“That does not change the fact that many 
of you found his statements to be hurtful or 
racist,” Bayern3 said. “We apologize for this in 
every way possible. We will work on the mat-
ter with Matthias and the team in detail again 
in the next few days.”


