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APPLICANTS DEMAND DECLARATION OF RESULTS “AS ASSURED”

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 JuL:

igh Court of Sikkim has

dismissed a writ petition
filed by Balkrishna Dangal
challenging the recruitment
process for 173 posts of Lan-
guage teacher [GT] in the Edu-
cation Department.

Mr Dangal had challenged
the recruitment process on
the ground that uniformity
was not maintained for all
languages as per the manda-
tory criteria under the NCTE
norms.

In its judgment announced
on 07 July 2021, the court,

while dismissing the case, said
that since the State Govern-
ment has withdrawn the em-
ployment notice for Language
teachers which was chal-
lenged in the writ petition, the
petition has been “rendered
infructuous”.

It may be mentioned that
the state government had
withdrawn the employment
and other notices on 25 March
2020 effectively cancelling the
recruitment process.

Meanwhile, Language
teacher [GT] applicants who
had completed their recruit-
ment process in Feb 2019 to-

day expressed hope that the
Chief Minister would keep
his promise of declaring the
results within a week of the
court case being resolved.

On behalf of the appli-
cants, Binay Limboo, Sosang
Lepcha, Mohan Pradhan and
Karma Loday Bhutia said that
the case filed in the High Court
by one Balkrishna Dangal was
dismissed on 07 July, 2021.

They informed that after
completing the recruitment pro-
cess, instead of results they got
cancellation letter from Sikkim
Teachers Recruitment Board.

They were told that the

cancellation is because of a
case filed in the court.

We had also met Chief Min-
ister PS Tamang regarding this
matter wherein the CMhad as-
sured that as soon as the court
case is resolved, the results
would be declared within a
week, said Binay Limboo.

The applicants are now
demanding that the result be
declared as soon as possible.

We had gone to meet Edu-
cation Minister, Kunga Nima
Lepcha and Additional Chief
Secretary, GP Upadhyaya to-
day but they were busy, said
Mohan Pradhan.

In Assam,
government,
opposition
unite to cheer
boxer for
Olympics

NEw DELH], 21 JuL [NDTV]:
Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma and
several Opposition lead-
ers rode bicycles today
to support state boxer
Lovlina Borgohain rep-
resenting the country at
the Tokyo Olympics. Ms
Borgohain is the only
competitor from Assam
at the Olympics this year.

In pictures and vid-
eos, Mr Sarma and sev-
eral other politicians are
seen riding bicycles in
Guwahati in a rare show
of unity between the
state's BJP government
and Opposition. Security
personnel were also seen
on cycles alongside the
Chief Minister at the rally
today.

However, not every-
one had their face masks
on, and some had not
worn it properly.

Mr Sarma shared
photos from the rally
on Twitter and called
Ms Borgohain "Assam's
daughter”. Announcing a
goodwill campaign called
"Go For Glory, Lovlina",
he said both the ruling
party (BJP) and Opposi-
tion have come together
for the 7-km cycle rally to
"support their daughter".

"We are so proud of
Lovlina, who is the first
female athlete from As-
sam, to represent India
at the Olympics and the
second boxer after Shiva
Thapa to participate in
the same from the state.
May you continue to
bring glories to the na-
tion,” Mr Sarma tweeted.

Ms Borgohain's fa-
ther Tiken Borgohain

was also felicitated today,
Mr Sarma said, and urged
people to "come together
and cheer for Lovlina".
The Chief Minister
thanked Assam Speaker
Biswajit Daimary, his
deputy Numal Momin,
several ministers, Oppo-
sition leaders and MLAs
for participating in the
rally in another tweet.

Govt hikes cash incentive for
Olympic Games medal winners

SAGAR CHHETRI
GANGTOK, 21 JUL:

he State govern-

ment has enhanced
the cash incentive an-
nounced for sportsper-
sons from Sikkim bag-
ging medals at the Olym-
pic Games. This incentive
has been hiked to Rs 2.5
crore from the existing
Rs 2 crore for gold medal-
ists, Rs 1.5 crore from Rs 1
crore for silver medalists
and Rs 1 crore from Rs 50
lakh for bronze medalists.

Sikkim has only one
sportsperson in the
Tokyo Olympics - Ta-
rundeep Rai who is rep-
resenting the country in
archery.

Addressing a press
conference here today,
Sports Minister KN Lep-
cha shared that the deci-
sion was taken during a
meeting chaired by Chief
Minister PS Tamang yes-
terday.

He added that the de-
cision was taken primar-
ily to motivate and en-
courage local sportsper-
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sons to reach higher lev-
els and fetch accolades
for the state and the
country.

“We want to produce
more Olympians and in-
ternational athletes from
Sikkim. The state govern-
ment has been working
hard at the grassroots
level to spot talent and
groom them for na-
tional and international
events,” he said.

The Minister men-
tioned that the State gov-
ernment has already en-
hanced job reservation
for sportspersons in the
state government jobs
from 2% to 5%.

He added that the
government is extend-
ing elaborate support
and encouragement to
support sportspersons
in their pursuit for excel-
lence.

Responding to me-
dia queries, the Minister
expressed hope that Ta-
rundeep will return with
a medal from Tokyo.

He commented that
Tarundeep’s experi-
ence of already having
competed in two Olym-
pic Games and several
international competi-
tions will definitely help
him perform better in
Tokyo.

Sikkim records 291 new cases
and one more Govid death

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 JUL:

fter having come

down to under-2K,
the number of active cas-
es of Covid-19 in Sikkim
has been rising of late
and clocked in at 2,616
today with 251 new cas-
es of novel coronavirus
being reported here in
the past 24 hours.

These new cases
were detected from the
testing of 1,265 samples
on Tuesday, giving Sik-
kim a daily test positivity
rate of 19.8%. Sikkim’s
tally of confirmed cases
of COVID-19 detected in
the State since 28 Feb,
2020, has now reached
24,047.

Unfortunately, the
State also recorded one
more COVID death in the
last 24 hours taking the
State’s COVID death toll
to 326. This COVID death

was reported from Central
Referral Hospital, Tadong.

In the meantime, 96
more persons were dis-
charged from home and
facility isolation after
making full recoveries on
Tuesday to further im-
prove the number of re-
covered cases to 20,841.

Of the 2,616 active
cases, less than 4% are
nursing symptoms se-
vere enough to require
hospitalisation. There
are currently 104 Co-
vid patients in hospital
while the rest are either
asymptomatic or have
only mild symptoms
and are hence recover-
ing in facility or home
isolation.

Today was also a long
while that the number of
Covid patients in hospi-
tal crossed the 100-mark
after having stayed in the
nineties for the past few

weeks. This spike was be-
cause there were 21 new
hospitalizations in the
past 24 hours, nearly dou-
ble of what the State had
been registering of late.

There are nine COVID
patients currently admit-
ted in ICU facilities at
STNM hospital and Cen-
tral Referral Hospital.

As per the Daily Re-
port of COVID-19 in Sik-
kim released by the Inte-
grated Disease Surveil-
lance Programme of the
Health Department this
morning, 108 of the new
cases were detected in RT-
PCR testing of 654 sam-
ples and 143 more tested
positive in rapid antigen
testing of 603 samples.

Out of the 251 new
cases, 104 were regis-
tered in East District, 82
in West District, 64 in
South District and 01 in
North District.

"Modi Ji, this
isn't personal":
Mamata
Banerjee's
attack on

Pegasus row
KoLKATA, 21 JuL [NDTV]:
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee called
for the opposition to
unite against the BJP
today, pointing to the
"threat" posed to democ-
racy by what she called
a "surveillance state" in
the aftermath of the Peg-
asus scandal.

The Chief Minister,
who was addressing the
people online on Mar-
tyr's Day -- a first since
her landslide victory in
the state elections -- said
she would go to Delhi on
July 27 or 28 and will be
available for an opposi-
tion meeting if one is
held.

A number of opposi-
tion leaders heard her
address in Delhi and
other cities where it was
played live on giant tele-
vision screens.

"Three things make
democracy -- media,
judiciary and the Elec-
tion Commission -- and
Pegasus has captured
all three," said Ms Ba-
nerjee, whose nephew
and senior party leader
Abhishek Banerjee was
also a potential target for
surveillance, according
to the group of 17 media
organisations across the
world that investigated
the leaked surveillance
lists.

Calling the Israeli
military grade spyware
"dangerous" and "fero-
cious", Ms Banerjee said
she cannot talk to other
opposition leaders now
as her phone is also
tapped.

"l cannot talk to you

people. To Sharad Pawar,
Delhi Chief Minister, Goa
Chief Minister.. I have

put leucoplast on my
(phone) camera. This
government should also
be plastered over," she
said.

Appealing to the Su-
preme Court to come to
the nation's aid, she said,
"Save the country, the de-
mocracy.

AMAZON ANNOUNCES UNSCRIPTED

DOCUSERIES TAMPA BAES
pg 08

T LT

IMES

RNI No. SIKENG/2016/69420

CM awards grants for 2 youth
headed for AYIMUN 2021
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SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 JUL:

hief Minister Prem

Singh Tamang today
provided cheques of Rs 1
lakh each from the Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund
to Rishal Pandey Chettri
and Aditya Chettri to-
wards their endeavour
for the upcoming event
at Arab Youth Interna-
tional Model United Na-

tions (AYIMUN) 2021 to
be held at Dubai, United
Arab Emirates (UAE), a
press release from the
Chief Minister’s Office in-
forms.

They have been se-
lected to represent India
in the AYIMUN event,
where delegates from
more than 50 countries
will be participating.

The Chief Minister

congratulated them on
being chosen to repre-
sent the country and ex-
tended his best wishes. He
urged them to continue in
the same spirit to attain
further milestones and
wished them success in all
their endeavours. Secre-
tary to the Chief Minister,
SD Dhakal handed over
the cheques to the aspir-
ing students, today.

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 JuUL:
In a special three-day
vaccination drive, 500
people from Lower MG
Marg-Lall Bazaar ward
under Gangtok Municipal
Corporation who have no
identity proof received
free vaccination for COV-
ID-19. This special drive
for people who have no
documents is being con-
ducted from 19 to 21 July
here at Thakurbari vacci-
nation site.

Speaking to media
persons here this after-
noon, Ward Councilor
for Lower MG Marg-Lall
Bazaar, Ashok Kumar
Prasad expressed his
gratitude to the Chief
Minister PS Tamang for

this special vaccination
drive for people without
documents. He further
thanked the Health De-
partment and vaccina-
tion team.

He informed that in
this three-day long vacci-
nation drive, 100 benefi-
ciaries were vaccinated
on 19 July and then 200
each were vaccinated on
20 and 21 July.

The Ward Councilor
thanked CLC and WLC
workers of Sikkim Kran-
tikari Morcha party for
working hard to ensure
no person is left out in
this vaccination drive.
He informed that vac-
cination of people with-
out documents in other
municipal wards would
also be held in the com-
ing days.
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Fertility Fears: Who Pays for the Bills?

NAMRATA CHATURVEDI

“May you be the mother of a
thousand sons” is the archetype
of blessings in mainstream Hin-
du Indian customs and it contin-
ues till day. In Hindu narratives
such as the story of Savitri and
Satyavan, the blessing that Sav-
itri extracts from Yama, the Lord
of Death is for Satyavan to live
in order for her to become the
mother of a hundred sons. In
Kathasaritasagar, a woman finds
herselfin a predicament with her
man’s head on another’s body
and vice versa, a moral impasse
that Girish Karnad explores psy-
chologically in the play Haya-
vadana- what must a woman
do when she desires one man'’s
head and another man’s body
and finds the two intermixed?
In Mahabharata, Pandavas are
always referred to as kunti pu-
tras while Gandhari secures
supernatural powers through
her penance and bestows them,
albeit incompletely, on her son
Duryodhana. In  Dharamvir
Bharati’s play Andha Yug, Krish-
na finds himself cursed by Gand-
hari for the death of her sons
and God incarnate has to die a
dishonourable death because
of a mother’s curse. Where has
the mother disappeared from
our contemporary political nar-
ratives which rest heavily on a
self-fashioned scriptural Hindu
tradition? Where is the mother
in political discourses and poli-
cy matters?

Uttar Pradesh government
has unveiled the Uttar Pradesh
Population Control Bill on 11th
July, a proposal that find itself
mired in controversies and
debates on issues of electoral
politics, upcoming elections and
even eugenics. In articles and
broadcast media coverage, this
issue is being analysed from
the perspectives of communal
relations in Uttar Pradesh and
consequently in the rest of the
country and the discourse be-
ing manipulated in the context
of the upcoming state elections.
This details of the bill include
rebates, subsidies and penalties
in government as well as pri-
vate sector for men (sometimes
women are accidentally men-
tioned too) on the predictable
Malthusian model. The Bill also
proposes to increase interven-
tions and proper facilities for
contraceptives, safe abortions
and maternal and infant health.
Any objections to the communal
implications of the Bill will find
a formulaic counter in the Indira
Gandhi government’s steriliza-
tion programmes, the horror of
which is still fresh in collective
memory. In discussions after
discussions, the dehumanizing
nature of population control
policies, the blatant irony of
state heads without matrimo-
nial or paternal/maternal expe-

riences propagating such bills
and programmes, the propaga-
tion of Protestant bourgeois
family structures and the dam-
aging effects on the psychologi-
cal health of women do not find
adequate focus. The phrase ‘safe
abortions’ is the highlight of our
soulless political and medical
discourses that refuse to see any
spiritual, emotional or mental
health aspects in the process of
“safely killing life in the womb”
for statistical corrections.

In a story translated into
English as ‘The Stench of Kero-
sene’, Amrita Pritam tells the
tale of an unsuspecting woman
visiting her maternal home only
to find out later that her in-laws
have arranged for another ‘fer-
tile’ woman for her husband
during her absence. An aban-
doned and traumatized wife
burns herself to death leaving
behind a stench that lodges it-
self in the heart of her husband
as guilt. In the classroom read-
ings of this story, we always
found our eyes filled with tears
as the horrifying reality of the
narrative is a smoldering ember
in every woman’s heart in the
grand Indian patriarchal nar-
rative. Men’s eyes would well
up too, and the painful silences
carried their own stench. In a
society where the fertility me-
ter is a ticking time bomb for
every woman- married and es-
pecially unmarried (lest her fer-
tility betrays her), the data that
is doing the rounds in media is
concentrated on women'’s fertil-
ity index. At an orientation pro-
gramme at a prestigious central
University in northern India, a
Professor of Life Sciences came
nonchalantly into a room with
majority of women scholars to
demonstrate to us through a
flow chart that increase in edu-
cation leads to a decrease in
fertility for women. This man
scholar’s sense of irony must
have dehydrated in the lab
where he formulated the theory
as he was presenting this find-
ing as a problem to his peers.
We will never know if some of it
came back to him when he saw
most of the educated women
leave the room to return only
after he had left. From Univer-
sity conference rooms to news-
rooms of Hindi media, women'’s
fertility rates seem to be the
favourite index of discussants
and presenters. Any discourse
is shaped by the people in it and it
is a clear failure of our education
system when we find people hyper-
ventilating at the electoral implica-
tions of such bogus bills while the
gender insensitivities embedded in
the formulations itself do not even
occur to opinion makers on prime
time popular television shows.

More than a century before
Thomas Robert Malthus propa-
gated a statistic-driven under-
standing of human reproduction

popularly known as ‘population
control, clergymen and proto
medicine men in England were
trying to explain to women how
reproduction occurred in obvi-
ous patrilineal terms. Thomas
Bentley was a famous clergy-
man, and he blamed it all on
a “marvelous small and loath-
some substance” that led to pro-
creation. As expected, women
were busy dissemi-

nating what are
pejoratively called

“old wives’ tales”

about procreation within closed
circles while men were creating
and controlling public discourse
on women'’s bodies. It is hardly
surprising that the discourse
hasn’t changed significantly till
today except that we don’t re-
fer to the male creation fluid
as loathsome, but venerate its
power, as and when possible.
We may want to do a survey to
see the gender distribution in
population control departments
and other such policy bodies in
India. Also, while the focus is
on women'’s bodies and how to
best control, determine and re-
strict them, policy makers may
especially want to reward queer
bodies that reject reproductive
markers in entirety. Or, would
that be too glaring in an essen-
tially feudal discourse?

While we are highlighting
the social engineering and elec-
toral dynamics that are at stake
in such discourses, we may want
to recognize that this discourse
rests on the human body and as
women bear the burden of re-
production almost exclusively,
their bodies matter. To me, some
possible scenarios after the im-
plementation of such measures
include women being blamed
for their fertility, paternity deni-
als, forced abortions, unhealthy
contraceptive practices, divorc-
es, accusations and even cor-
poreal abuse. There has always
been a thin line of difference
between pleasure and procre-
ative sexual intercourse. With
the cultural capital of the Kama-
shastras, Indian mainstream life
practices should have been lib-
eral and inclusive in performa-
tive aspects of pleasure. It takes
little imaginative investment to
realise it is ironically the oppo-
site. Since we have collectively
abrogated women’s bodies to
reproductive machines, we may
want to check the machine parts
first before operating on them.
So, where are we when it comes
to maternal and foetal/infant
nutritional indexes? Again, the
answer is straight out of a mun-
dane film script. What kind of
contraceptive practices are we
following, and what is the im-
pact on the invasive practices
on the machine’s overall health
and longevity? Is it completely
impossible to generate dialogue
between heterosexual practi-

tioners of sex, as it concerns re-
production on a universal scale?
Some say, machines have a mind
of their own; sometimes, with-
out any logic, a machine gives up
or goes awry. So, the emotional
aspects of maternal health and
also the emotional aspects of pa-
ternal health need to be includ-
ed in the larger discourse. In the
seventeenth century, when men

like Bentley were propagat-
ing the myth of the “marvelous
loathsome substance” being the
summum bonum of procreation,
women were writing poems for
tombstones of their infants, or
composing verses and letters for
their children whom they didn’t
expect to see due to life threat-
ening parturition and high in-
fant mortality given the medical
ignorance and apathy towards
maternal health. Some male po-
ets also composed consolation
poems for their wives upon the
deaths of children, outside as
well as inside the womb. Public
discourses are powerful things,
they need not be caught up in
formulaic language and categor-
ical thinking when it comes to
issues as these. Along with the
physical health of women and
men, their mental health is a big
issue that embarrassingly slips
away every time we discuss par-
enthood. Let us think about all
the women we know who didn’t
want pregnancy, who were
traumatized with the pain of
parturition, who fell into post-
partum depression, who tried
unhealthy abortive practices at
home, who were too ashamed
to educate themselves before
entering their sexual lives, who
resented their children for they
reminded them of their trauma,
whose marital pleasures were
martyred at the unholy altar of
maternity, whose self-fashioning
became an embarrassing dream.
And men who were forced to prove
their virility, who saw the pain in
their partners’ eyes but gave up
even before trying, who were stig-
matized and ridiculed for their sen-
sitivities, who feared emasculation
more than hell, who were crushed
under the weight of being provid-
ers and who never got a chance to
be homemakers and ended up as
cranky fathers-in-law and flatulent
fathers. It was Gulzaman, in Keki
Daruwalla’s poem ‘Gulazaman’s
Son’ that I read as a child, who picks
up a sheep and hugs it calling it his
child, as his infertility was killing
him, day by day.

The debate generated by this
bill can become an opportunity
to take the discourse into class-
rooms, newsrooms, living rooms
and certainly into the bedrooms.

(The writer is Associate
Professor, Department of
English, SRM University Sikkim)

Unlock sale offer -The biggest
unlock sale is now in Gangtok

GANGTOK, 20 JuL: Brand
Factory’s Big Fashion
Unlock Sale at store in
Tadong, Gangtok is on -
bringing you the best of
fashion and deals so you
can go on a shopping
spree, worry-free in a
safe and secure shopping
environment! With a tru-
ly irresistible Special 5
days Unlock Offer, On En-
tire Store from 21 to 25
July. It's something you
just can’t afford to miss!
Shop from a trendy
collection of appar-
els from your favor-
ite brands worth MRP

Rs.3500/- and pay only
Rs.1499/-. With a choice
of top fashion brands that
include SBPRC, Scullers,
Lee Cooper, Bare Denims,
Zara, Levis, Crimsoune
club, Wrangler, Croco-
dile, Killer, Lee, Wrangler,
Privilege Club, Umbro,
Knighthood, John Miller,
Buffalo, Iktara, Celio,
Twills and many more,
it's just what Gangtok
needs to take the fashion
world by storm. The of-
fer is valid on the entire
store, so what are you
waiting for?

There are more ex-

citing deals and offers
lined up for you at Brand
Factory! Get ready to
walk in style with some
fabulous offers from Lee
Cooper Men’s Footwear -
Buy Sandals worth MRP
Rs.1250/- to 2399/-
at Flat Rs.999/- and
Shoes of MRP Rs.2499/-
to Rs.3499/- at just
Rs.1399/-. Also avail ad-
ditional benefits up to
Rs.1500/- with Bajaj Fin-
serv, on purchase worth
Rs.5000/- and above.

It just doesn’t get bet-
ter than this, so what are
you waiting for?

SKM team takes stock of Covid

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 JuL:
Sikkim  Krantikari
Morcha team head-
ed by Chief Convener
(Students Wing) cum
Chairman (Sikkim Hous-
ing Board) Karma Tashi
Bhutia along with Chair-
man (Culture & Heritage
Board) Sonam Sherpa,
and other SKM func-
tionaries visited Kar-

situation at Kartok theen

tok Yakteen village and

adjoining areas under
Gnathang Machong Con-
stituency to take stock of
the Covid situation.

As per an SKM re-
lease, the visit was made
as per the directions of
the Chief Minister, PS
Tamang. The Chairman,
Karma Tashi Bhutia pro-
vided PPE Kits, ration,
Oximeter, face mask and

hand sanitizers in said
areas and appeal to fol-
low all the guidelines of
government to protect
from this deadly virus.

Similarly, Mr Bhutia and
team visited Pakyong Police
Station and took stock of
the situation in Pakyong. He
handed over PPE Kits and
other equipments to SHO
Pakyong to combat with
this pandemic.

TMC observes Martyrs’ Dayin Darjeeling

SMRITA KHAWAS
DARJEELING, 21 JUL:

Trinamool Congress observed Mar-
tyrs' Day today at their party office
in Darjeeling in the presence of TMC
spokesperson, N B Khawas along with
other party leaders and supporters.
"Since 21st July 1993 our party Tri-
namool Congress has been celebrat-
ing this day as Shahid Diwas. In
1993 a peaceful rally was organised

by Trinamool Congress to demand
that only voter cards be used as a

valid document for voting. During
the rally, police fired at the crowd
killing 13 TMC members. The day
is observed to pay homage to these
martyrs. We used to observe Shahid
Diwas every year in Kolkata Dhar-
matala, but because of Covid-19, we
are observing the day in our respective
party offices,” said Mr Khawas.

SRP working president resigns complaining
that party has not worked for all communities

SUMMIT REPORT

Subdued Eid celebrations across

GANGTOK, 21 JUL:

ikkim Republican

Party’s working presi-
dent, Chakrapani Shar-
ma, today announced his
resignation from his post
and primary member-
ship of the party and end-
ed an association which
had begun in 2017.

Addressing a press
conference here today,
Mr Sharma said he was
resigning from the party
because of his personal
and social engagements.

He added that his de-
cision was also prompted
by his conviction that
SRP was not being able
to work for all the com-
munities of Sikkim.

Mr Sharma also stat-
ed that various political
demands of the State
were pending as differ-
ent political parties have
not been able to work to-
gether.

He highlighted that

the people of Sikkim
had participated in the
1947 and 1973 move-
ments as Sikkimese
without being divided
into communities and
this was why those
movements had been
successful.

Unfortunately, since
1973, politics has not
been able to unite the
Sikkimese and has in-
stead divided the society
into different communi-
ties and sections.

On the same, he as-
serted that Assembly
seat reservation for Lim-
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boos and Tamangs and

other political demands
of the State will remain

|

unresolved until the
people pursue these de-
mands unitedly.

He said that no posi-
tive initiative has been
taken by the leadership
of the SRP despite re-
peated efforts by him and
that this was also one of
the reason prompting his
resignation.

He assured to extend
support to any political
party which takes the
entire Sikkimese society
together.

country amid Covid curbs

NEw DELH]J, JuL 21 (PTI): Eid-ul-Adha was
celebrated across the country with lim-
ited number of people offering prayers at
mosques amid gathering curbs due to the
coronavirus pandemic.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi greeted
people on the occasion.

Modi tweeted, "Eid Mubarak! Best wish-
es on Eid-ul-Adha. May this day further the
spirit of collective empathy, harmony and
inclusivity in the service of greater good."

The Border Security Force (BSF) and
Pakistan Rangers also exchanged sweets
at various points along the border, the first
time since Pakistani side shunned the cus-
tom in 2019 after the Centre abrogated
provisions of Article 370 of the Constitu-
tion, which gave special status to Jammu
and Kashmir. A BSF spokesperson said the
"exchange of sweets took place between the
BSF and Pakistan Rangers on the occasion of
Eid at JCP (joint check post) Attari" in Pun-
jab's Amritsar district.

A similar exchange of sweets took place
between the two forces along the border in
Rajasthan and Jammu.

Sweets were also exchanged between the
BSF and their Bangladesh counterpart BGB
at multiple locations along the 4,096-km-

long border. In Uttar Pradesh, the usual buzz
was missing as people preferred to celebrate
the festival in the confines of their homes.

Led by Maulana Khalid Rashid Farangi
Mahali, around 50 people offered namaz
with masks on while maintaining social dis-
tancing at the historic Eidgah in Lucknow.

They prayed for the eradication of coro-
navirus and development of the country, a
statement issued by the Islamic Centre of
India said.

The centre had issued an advisory for
celebrating the festival in accordance with
the government guidelines, which had said
that not more than 50 people should gather
at any place at a given time.

In Tamil Nadu, the devout offered
prayers at mosques in conformity with CO-
VID-19 protocols.

Special prayers were held across the
state in mosques and other designated plac-
es and many said they prayed for an early
end to the Covid-19 pandemic and all-round
prosperity. Tamil Nadu Governor Banwarilal
Purohit, Chief Minister M K Stalin, AIADMK
leaders O Panneerselvam and K Palaniswa-
mi extended greetings.

Meanwhile, Eid was celebrated with
fervour in neighbouring Puducherry, with

prayers being held in mosques, including at
Nellithoppu. Lt Governor Tamilisai Sounda-
rarajan and Chief Minister N Rangasamy
greeted people on the occasion.

The Muslim community in Kerala cele-
brated Bakrid in a subdued manner at their
homes sans usual social gatherings.

Kerala Governor Arif Mohammed Khan
and Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan greeted
people on the occasion.

Mass namaz at mosques were absent
this year also as the government continued
to impose strict restrictions fearing resur-
gence of the pandemic after a drop in cases
this month.

As only 40 people were permitted for
prayers adhering to stringent pandemic
protocol, there was no usual festive mood
in mosques across the southern state, which
used to witness a sea of devotees since
morning during the occasion.

Devotees could be seen following social
distancing norms during the prayers inside
the mosques.

Considering their safety, the majority of
mosque authorities have asked devotees to
come for the Eid prayer in the morning after
performing "Vulu" (cleaning) and to carry
their own "Musalla" (sheet for niskaram)".
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The Body Shop celebrates 15th annivin India

GANGTOK, 21 JuL: The Body
Shop India, the original, ethical
and natural beauty brand based
in the UK, celebrated its 15th
anniversary in June 2021 in In-
dia. A pioneer in sustainable
and fair trade beauty, The Body
Shop launched in India in June
2006 and has been a trailblazer
in bringing the best of beauty,
made sustainably with fair trade
ingredients from around the
world. 100% Vegetarian and
Cruelty Free, The Body Shop
is India's largest international
beauty retailer with 200 stores
across the country and ser-
vicing over 25,000 pincodes
through its web store www.the-
bodyshop.in

Founded in Brighton in 1976,
by the late Dame Anita Roddick,
The Body Shop is a forerun-
ner in the ethical, green beauty
movement. With a history of
championing local communities
through its bespoke Community
Fair Trade (CFT) programme,
The Body Shop sources its in-
gredients, accessories and pack-
aging from over 30 CFT partners
all over the world. The brand
has a deep connection to India
with 3 of its global CFT partners

based in India.

This includes The Body
Shop's first ever CFT partner -
Teddy Exports in Madurai - who
have been supplying the brand
with a wide variety of high-qual-
ity gifts and accessories since
1987. Manorama Industries
(Chhattisgarh) is a women's co-
operative supplying the brand
with CFT Mango Seed 0il since
2017. The brand's newest Indi-
an CFT partnership was forged
in 2019 with Bengaluru based
Plastics for Change - launching
the world's first fair trade recy-
cled plastic packaging, created
from recyclable plastic waste
collected by waste picker com-
munities in South India.

As a brand with activism at
its very heart, The Body Shop
India has also consistently
championed local causes and
initiatives in the market driving
widespread awareness and fun-
draising for a variety of commu-
nity projects that are aligned to
its values. Continuing its found-
er's legacy of driving business as
a force for good, the brand has
numerous seminal campaigns to
its credit such as Stop Violence
in the Home (2007- 13), Sup-

port Her Education (2014-16),
Forever Against Animal Test-
ing (2017) and Rebuilding Bio-
Bridges (2017). Most recently,
the brand contributed over INR
35L to the female waste picker
community struck by Covid-19,
through Project NARI (Nutrition
- Ability - Retraining - Inclu-
sion) in 2020-21. For its End Pe-
riod Shame campaign launched
in April 2021, the brand is col-
laborating with Child Rights and
You (CRY) to raise awareness
about menstrual taboos as well
as raise funds for community
period projects in underprivi-
leged communities hit by the
pandemic.

Elated at achieving this mile-
stone in the brand's journey, Ms.
Shriti Malhotra, CEO, The Body
Shop India said, “Celebrating 15
years in India is a truly exciting
& thrilling milestone for all of
us at The Body Shop India. It is
a moment to thank our millions
of customers who have put their
faith in The Body Shop, followed
and participated in our commu-
nity campaigns and amplified
the unique Brand voice and val-
ues of business. It is also the mo-
ment to celebrate and honour

our hundreds of colleagues and
team members across our 200
stores, who continue to deliver
impeccable service to our cus-
tomers, even in the toughest of
times and have won the hearts
of so many across the coun-
try. As we look forward to the
next 15 years, we are commit-
ted to ensure that our business
remains a force for good. With
businesses navigating many fac-
tors - the pandemic, social jus-
tice activism, sustainability - a
clear purpose acts as a compass
to us on this path. In these times
of great social and environmen-
tal inequity, businesses with
purpose is needed more than
ever. We will continue to stand
up and speak out about issues
that impact our people and our
planet; bring the best of ethi-
cally created natural products
to the market. We will contin-
ue our fight as a reminder to all
of us to be activists and drive
change. We will continue to
reach out and help communi-
ties in need and we will contin-
ue to serve our customers with
their changing needs in mind
with empathy and care. After 15
years, we're just getting started.”

Several TMC leaders
arrested in Tripura

VIT-AP University

AGARTALA, JuN 21 (PTI):
Several Trinamool Con-
gress leaders and activ-
ists, including the party's
Tripura unit president
Asish Lal Sinha, were ar-
rested on Wednesday in
the state's Unakoti dis-
trict as they gathered,
violating the COVID re-
strictions, police said.
The TMC leaders
gathered at Gournagar to
pay homage to the Youth
Congress activists alleg-
edly killed in police firing
in Kolkata on this day in
1993 during a rally led
by then Congress leader
Mamata Banerjee.
"Twenty-one people
were arrested as they
violated the COVID re-

strictions and made an
unlawful gathering," said
Parth Munda, the officer-
in-charge of the Kailasha-
har police station.

"They were put in a
temporary jail. The ar-
rests were made in pres-
ence of an Executive
Magistrate," he added.

However, Sinha
claimed that 82 activists
and leaders of the party,
including him and TMC's
Unakoti district presi-
dent Anjan Chakraborty,
were arrested.

"When 1 was hoist-
ing the party flag to pay
homage to the martyrs at
Gournagar, police arrest-
ed 82 party leaders and
activists," Sinha told PTI.

inks MoU with MKCI

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 JuUL:

he signing ceremony

of the Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
between Mitsui Kinzoku
Components India Pri-
vate Limited (MKCI) and
the School of Advanced
Sciences, VIT-AP Univer-
sity was held virtually on
the 20 Jul, a press release
informs.

Vice-Chancellor, Dr
SV Kota Reddy,VIT-AP
University after signing
the MoU with MKCI, said
that this collaboration
will help faculty and stu-
dents to get an opportu-
nity to conduct advanced
level collaborative re-
search in Sciences and
Technologies and they
can get enough scope to
involve themselves in

ment activities.

Moreover, this col-
laboration may bring
excellent research proj-
ects and industrial con-
sultancy. Many events
like training programs,
faculty development pro-
grams, workshops, con-
ferences may be organ-
ised together. Industry
professionals can share
their knowledge with
the students in differ-
ent guest lecture events.
They can give their ex-
pertise to develop the
courses and to prepare
the curriculum industry-
ready.

Shimada Masakazu,
Managing Director, MKCI
told that this collabora-
tion must bring Industry
and Academia together.

students can perform
joint research ventures
under this agreement.
Many patents can be
published and granted
jointly.

Vice President, Dr
SekarViswanathan,VIT,
Registrar, Dr CLV Siva-
kumar, CH, Dr Pradeep
Reddy, Deputy Direc-
tor, Career Develop-
ment Centre, Dean, Dr
SantanuMandal,School
of Advanced Sciences,
HoD, Dr Paramasivam R,
Chemistry, VIT-AP Uni-
versity, Dr IdoYouhei,
Advisor to R&D, Chino
Shoko, Assistant General
Manager, Admin, Deba-
sisMohanty,  Assistant
General Manager, HR, As-
sistant General Manager,
Dr Rajesh Kodiyath,R&D,
MKCI witnessed the MoU

China fines tech giants for
content exploiting children

HONG KONG (AP): Chi-
na's internet watchdog
said Wednesday it has
fined platforms operated
by e-commerce company
Alibaba and gaming firm
Tencent for spreading
sexually suggestive con-
tent involving children,
as regulators seek to
clean up content harmful
to minors.

Platforms including
Alibaba’s e-commerce
marketplace Taobao,

Tencent’s QQ messaging
service, live-streaming
site Kuaishou, microblog-
ging platform SinaWeibo
and social media and e-
commerce service Xiao-
hongshu were fined for
distributing sexually sug-
gestive stickers or short
videos of children, it said.

The companies were
ordered to rectify the is-
sue and ban accounts
that use such content to
attract more traffic.

The crackdown on
inappropriate  content
involving minors comes
as the government ramps
up scrutiny of technology
platforms in the country.
Regulators are investi-
gating Chinese technol-

ogy companies over a
range of issues, including
anti-competitive practic-
es and data practices.

“With regards to the
infringement of the legal
rights and interests of
minors, a ‘zero tolerance’
attitude will be adopted
and enforced to clean
up the online problems
that endanger the physi-
cal and mental health of
minors,” the Cyberspace
Administration of China
said in a statement.

In recent months,
some Chinese media out-
lets have called out sexu-
ally suggestive photos of
children used by certain
stores on platforms such
as Taobao and Xiao-
hongshu to sell clothing,
as well as suggestive
stickers of children on
messaging apps.

The internet regu-
lator said its campaign
includes the targeting of
minors on live-streaming
platforms, pornographic
and violent content in
courses on online edu-
cation platforms and
animations with violent
or inappropriate horror
themes.

Earlier this month,
the regulator said it
would probe ride-hail-
ing company Didi Global
Inc. over data secu-
rity concerns. Alibaba
in April was also fined
$2.8 billion following an
anti-monopoly  probe,
and food delivery giant
Meituan is being investi-
gated over alleged anti-
trust practices.

The internet watch-
dog also recently an-
nounced that it would re-
quire companies looking
to list abroad to seek its
approval first.

Globally, technology
companies and govern-
ments are paying more
attention to how to pre-
vent the exploitation and
abuse of children online.

Last year, a coalition
of technology compa-
nies including Facebook,
Google and Microsoft
backed a plan to eradi-
cate online child abuse.

The UK. last month
also issued a new guid-
ance to companies on
how they can protect
children from sexual ex-
ploitation and abuse on
their platforms.

SIKKIM STATE TEACHERS’ RECRUITMENT BOARD

(Constituted Vide Notification No. 933 /HRDD, 2015)
Upper Syari, Gangtok, East Sikkim

Memo No.:60/SSTRB/ADM

ADDENDUM to Memo No.57/SSTRB/ADM Dated 05/07/2021

Reference notice vide Memo No.57/SSTRB/ADM dated 05/07/2021 invit-
ing applications from in- service eligible Graduate Teachers, Primary Teachers
with Graduate Degree, Headmasters/Headmistresses (HM) of Primary Schools
serving in the Government Schools of Sikkim for filling up the posts of Assistant
Education Officer (AEO), following addendum are issued:

01) AtPara 2, SI No. 2, Column 3 (Professional qualification) may be read as:

B. Ed/D. ElL Ed from an institute recognized by the NCTE

02) At Para 3, the last date for filling up of the forms both offline and online

NOTICE

is extended till July 26, 2021 by 4.30pm.

03) At Para 5, documents mentioned at point j and k i.e., Departmental Clear-
ance and Vigilance Clearance, if not submitted by July 26, 2021 may be submit-

Date:20/07/2021

Industry professionals, X o ] ;
ted in original on the date of Screening-cum-Interview.

HONG KONG (AP): Hong
Kong national security
police on Wednesday ar-
rested a former editor at
the now-defunct Apple
Daily pro-democracy
newspaper, weeks after
the paper was forced to
close after authorities
froze its assets.

Lam Man-chung, who
was the executive editor-
in-chief of Apple Daily,
was arrested on suspi-
cion of conspiring to col-
lude with foreign forces
to endanger national se-
curity, according to the
South China Morning
Post newspaper, which
cited an unnamed source.
He is the eighth person
from the newspaper who
has been arrested in re-
cent weeks.

Two other former
Apple Daily journalists
— associate publisher
and deputy chief editor
Chan Pui-man, as well
as chief editorial writer
Fung Wai-kong — were
also detained Wednes-
day after their bail was
revoked, according to lo-
cal media reports.

Chan was among the
five Apple Daily execu-
tives and editors arrest-
ed on June 17, and Fung

was first arrested at the
airport late last month
while allegedly attempt-
ing to leave on a flight to
the U.K.

Police said that a
51-year-old former
editor was arrested
Wednesday in relation to
a similar case in June, but
did not identify him.

In June, police raided
the newspaper’s offices,
taking away hard drives
and laptops as evidence.
The arrests of top execu-
tives, editors and jour-
nalists at the paper, as
well as the freezing of
$2.3 million worth of as-
sets, led Apply Daily to
cease its operations last
month. It sold a million
copies of its final edition.

Following months of
anti-government  pro-
tests in 2019, Beijing last
year imposed a sweep-
ing national security law
in the semi-autonomous
city that critics say re-
stricts the freedoms
promised to the former
British colony that are
not found on mainland
China. More than 100
pro-democracy support-
ers have been arrested,
and many others fled
abroad.

to book advertisements in
SummitTimes

call 03592-208698 9734152541
9647102692
advertise@summittimes.com

different career develop- scientists,

professors, Ceremony.

Tokyo’s drinkers drown frustrations
over virus limits, Games

TOKYO (AP): On the eve of the Tokyo
Olympics, the government’s attempt to
curb a coronavirus surge by targeting
drinkers is drowning in liquor, frustra-
tion and indifference.

Japan has asked the city’s restau-
rants and bars to close by 8 p.m,, if not
entirely, to keep people from social-
izing in close contact with strangers
and spreading the virus, but the state
of emergency hasn't deterred many.
Instead, drinkers moved outdoors, and
many bars in Tokyo’s famed nightlife
districts are bustling with defiant cus-
tomers.

“Nobody is convinced when (the
government) victimizes people who
are drinking alcohol without showing
decent scientific evidence, even while
going ahead with the Olympics,” said
Mio Maruyama, a 28-year-old real es-
tate industry worker who was chatting
with her colleagues on the street in To-
kyo’s Shinjuku district.

She says she’s interested in watch-
ing the Games, especially new sports
like skateboarding and Japan’s Rui-
Hachimura, an NBA star, “but when I
think of how politicians are playing
around with this, I'm not quite rooting
for this event from my heart.”

“It's not that we are breaking the
rules just because we’re against the in-
consistency between politicians’ words
and actions,” she said, referring to a
40-person reception for International
Olympic Committee members on Sun-
day that included the prime minister
and the governor of Tokyo. “But when
you see such things, you might think
that rulebreakers were right in doing
what they’re doing.”

The 10C reception happened at a
time when the public is barred from

going to parties or even attending most
Olympic events. Many Japanese are
frustrated by that contrast — but are
hardly staying home.

At around 9:30 p.m. in Shinjuku,
people crisscrossed in front of the
world’s busiest train terminal. Night-
time turnout was modest compared to
before the pandemic, but bar districts
like Kabukicho were still illuminated
with neon lights from a few food es-
tablishments that were still open after
8 p.m. Exempted from the emergency
state mandate, 24 /7-open convenience
stores were busy with shoppers. Near
one of the shops, some drinkers were
talking with city workers wearing
green Tokyo Metropolitan Government
vests who were asking people to refrain
from drinking and chatting outside.

On a quiet street in east Shinjuku,
Naoto Suga picked up a can of lemon-
flavored liquor that his friend had just
brought him. They sat on a curbside,
along with around a dozen others who
were also drinking on the street.

“We’'ve been here every night for
the past three days or so,” said Suga, 25,
who works in a nearby apparel shop.

“I don’t think the Olympics itself
made this (situation), but even be-
fore the Games, things like the state of
emergency have remained half mea-
sures, and I think that’s making things
worse,” he said. “People are all used to
the state of emergency, so it's getting
less meaningful now.” Suga, who hasn’t
received the COVID-19 vaccine yet, also
lamented the slower rollout in Japan,
especially for younger people. Every-
one 12 and older is eligible to be vac-
cinated, but younger people are last in
line. Only 22% of Japan’s population
has been fully vaccinated so far.

R.O No. 109/IPR/Classi/Pub/2021-22

Dated: 20.07.21

Sikkim State Teachers Recruitment Board

(Secretary)

What is Novel Coronavirus - nCoV?

The Novel Coronavirus (nCoV) is new strain of
Coronavirus that originated in Wuhan, China.
Notorious for mutating quickly and acquiring new
qualities,it isa rising epidemic that was
previously not identified in humans.

Symptoms of nCoV

Treatment

Precautions to Prevent
nCoV

# Wash your hands often with soap.

® Use an alcohol based hand sanitizer

& Observe good personal hygiene.

# Avoid touching your face with unwashed hands.

& Avoid contact with people with possible symptoms.

® Avold contact with animals and consumption of

undercooked meats,

® Avoid travel to nCoV affected places.
& Wear a mask if you have respiratory syndrome.

# Treatment is symptomatic and suppartive,

based on the patient'sclinical condition.
#® Mo vaccinations available as of now.
# Visit Doctor in case symploms delected.

and cover your mouth while coughing or sneezing.

If you seek help, you may call :
<Toll free no. 104

District surveillance Officer
EAST : 7028372100

WEST : 9593297609

NORTH : 8641957468

SOUTH : T407691463

New STHR

AMS : 5434711402

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
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Pending Issues
Difficult Delhi or poor follow-up?

ny time the Chief Minister or other leaders,

whether from the government or outside of it,
visit Delhi and call on Union Ministers and Central
leaders, they submit memorandums which reiter-
ate a substantial list of issues “pending” with the
Centre. The list of demands has remained largely
unchanged for a while, and this not because Sikkim
is unimaginative, but because the demands have
remained pending and hence continue to be peti-
tioned for. For instance, at a recent pep-talk meet
of NDA MPs with the Prime Minister ahead of the
monsoon session of Parliament, Sikkim’s Lok Sabha
MP went over list of Sikkim-specific issues which are
awaiting a resolution by the Centre. It is a familiar list.
Delhi has acquiesced to Sikkim’'s demands/ requests
in too piecemeal a fashion - IT exemption for the Sik-
kimese and ST status for Limboos and Tamangs - are
the only major demands that have been granted in a
long while now, and these too after too many years of
dithering and delaying, and both, in their own ways,
incompletely seen through.

Meanwhile, the list of demands and its follow-
up has been so static that one does not even need
to await an official communiqué any more before
putting out a report on what Delhi was reminded
about and what received a patient hearing.

That is how routine the pending nature of Sik-
kim’s demands has become!

One understands that the wheels turn slow in
Delhi, and now that the current dispensation in
office there is trying to reinvent the wheel itself,
Sikkim will need to learn afresh how to get things
moving in the Capital. But even as Sikkim and its
representatives try and find their way around the
new Delhi, a question that still needs to be asked is
why Sikkim needs to keep returning to Delhi with
“pending issues”. At one level, the reason is simple
- because Delhi needs to be constantly reminded
about them since concerns of a State that sends
only one MP each to the two Houses of Parliament
are rarely priority. There is nothing that Sikkim
can do about that “tyranny” of slim representation.
But there must be more reasons behind Delhi’s
easy amnesia on Sikkim’s pending issues, for one
the possible fact that Sikkim still does not have of-
ficers diligent enough to follow up on proposals
which have even the PMO’s backing. Once the poli-
ticians raise a demand with Central leaders and the
same gets forwarded to the respective ministries,
the bureaucracy comes into play and the files start
moving. Files don’t however move if there is no
one pursuing them, and experience bears out that
Sikkim officials rarely do so. What is worse, some-
times, they don’t even respond to queries from the
Centre. There have been enough instances even
in the recent past when recalcitrance has defined
follow-up from Sikkim’s departments.

Sikkim should have figured out by now that Del-
hi lacks the capacity and the time to figure out Sik-
kim'’s “issues”. Most of the pending issues, however,
need to be resolved by Delhi which lobs the ball
back into Sikkim’s court and expects a neatly packed
and formatted solution to be recommended by Sikkim
for enforcement by Delhi. In complicated matters, the
State also needs to provide the supporting arguments
and watertight justifications and a ready reckoner on
Sikkim’s special status and the leeway it allows. For
more routine issues, sometimes it is as simple as plac-

ing the right proposal on the right table. Since this is
clearly not happening as fluidly and as professionally

as is required for new demands to be framed (since
too many of the old have not yet been granted), what
else can the elected representatives do but keep
trooping down to Delhi to raise issues that are still
pending even after everyone has cleared them in
principle? Sikkim needs a bureaucratic machinery
at home to troop through the doors that its leaders
open in Delhi. Till that happens, an annual Delhi
pilgrimage with a dusty list of pending demands
will remain and constant feature.

WRITE US:

Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run
down, even appreciate if they like something in
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous
language and personal attacks, except when
against people responsible in this newspaper
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored.
Letters which carry forward a conversation or
initiate a dialogue will command immediate
attention and receive prominence. Mail us at:
news@summittimes.com

Billionaire Space Race: the ultimate symbol
of capitalism’s flawed ohsession with growth

TIM JACKSON
theconversation.com

ars ain’t the kind of place to raise your kids,

laments the Rocket Man in Elton John’s time-
less classic. In fact, it’s cold as hell. But that doesn’t
seem to worry a new generation of space entrepre-
neurs intent on colonising the “final frontier” as
fast as possible.

Don’t get me wrong. I'm no sullen technophobe.
As lockdown projects go, Nasa’s landing of the Per-
severance rover on the surface of the red planet
earlier this year was a hell of a blast. Watching it
reminded me that I once led a high school debate
defending the motion: this house believes that hu-
manity should reach for the stars.

It must have been around the time that
Caspar Weinberger was trying to persuade
President Nixon not to cancel the Apollo
space programme. My brothers and I had
watched the monochrome triumph of the
Apollo 11 landing avidly in 1969. We'd wit-
nessed the near disaster of Apollo 13 - im-
mortalised in a 1995 Hollywood film - when
Jim Lovell (played by Tom Hanks) and two
rookie astronauts narrowly escaped with
their lives by using the Lunar Module as an
emergency life raft. We knew it was exciting
up there.

I remember later going to see Apollo 13
(the film) with a friend who wasn’'t born
when the mission itself took place. “What
did you think?” I asked as we came out of the
cinema. “It was OK,” said my friend. “Just not
very believable.”

But we kids were glued to our black-and-
white TV sets the entire week of the original
mission. We watched in horror as CO, levels
rose in the Lunar Module. We endured the
endless blackout as the returning astronauts
plunged perilously back to Earth. We held
our breath with the rest of the world as the
expected four minutes stretched to five and hope
began to fade. It was a full six minutes before the
camera finally came into focus on the command
module’s parachutes - safely deployed above the
Pacific Ocean. We felt the endorphin rush. We knew
it was believable.

That was 1970. This is now. And here [ am again
on the edge of another sofa, in the lingering uncer-
tainty of the time of COVID-19, waiting for signs of
arrival from another re-entry blackout on another
barren rock, devoid of breathable atmosphere, 200
million miles away. And when the Perseverance
Rover finally touches down on the surface of Mars:
that same exhilaration. That same endorphin rush.
Quite difficult to witness the jubilation behind the
masks at Nasa’'s mission control without feeling a
glimmer of vicarious joy. Hope, even.

But Nasa's clever science experiment is just the
tip of an expansionary iceberg. A teaser, if you will,
for an ambitious dream that is being driven faster
and faster by huge commercial interests. A curious
twist in a debate that has been raging now for al-
most half a century.

GROWTH WARS

Ever since 1972, when a team of MIT scien-
tists published a massively influential report on
the Limits to Growth, economists have been fight-
ing about whether it’s possible for the economy to
expand forever. Those who believe it can, appeal
to the power of technology to “decouple” eco-
nomic activity from its effects on the planet. Those
(like me) who believe it can’t point to the limited
evidence for decoupling at anything like the pace
that’s needed to avoid a climate emergency or pre-
vent a catastrophic decline in biodiversity.

The growth debate often hangs on the power
you attribute to technology to save us. Usually it's
the technophiles arguing for infinite growth on a
finite planet - sometimes putting their hopes in
speculative technologies such as direct air capture
or dangerous ones like nuclear power. And usually
it’s the sceptics arguing for a post-growth economy.
But the simple division between technophiles and
technophobes has never been particularly helpful.
Very few growth sceptics reject technology com-
pletely. No one at all is asking humanity to return
to the cave.

My own research teams at the University of Sur-
rey have been exploring the vital role of sustain-
able technology in transforming the economy for
almost three decades now. But we’ve also shown
how the dynamics of capitalism - in particular its
relentless pursuit of productivity growth - con-
tinually push society towards materialistic goals,
and undermine those parts of the economy such as
care, craft and creativity, which are essential to our
quality of life.

And now suddenly, along comes a group of
self-confessed technology lovers finally admitting
that the planet is too small for us. Yes, you were
right, they imply: the Earth cannot sustain infinite
growth. That's why we have to expand into space.

Wait. What just happened? Did somebody move
the goalposts? Something is wrong. Maybe it’s me.
One thing I know for sure. I'm no longer the same
kid I was - the one from the debating society. This
house believes that humanity should grow the fuck
up.

Before it spends trillions of dollars littering its
techno-junk around the solar system, this house
believes that humanity should pay a little more at-
tention to what’s happening right here and now. On

this planet.

THE HUMAN CONDITION

Perhaps ironically, it was from space that we
saw it first. In October 1957, the Soviets sent an
unmanned orbital satellite called Sputnik into
space. It was one of those odd moments in history
(like the coronavirus) that dramatically reshapes
our social world. Sputnik kicked off the space race,
intensified the arms race and heightened the cold
war. It was a huge blow to US self-esteem not to be
the first nation to reach space and it was the jolt
it used to kickstart the Apollo Moon shot. No one
likes coming second. Least of all the most powerful
people on the planet.

But Sputnik also signalled the beginning of a
new relationship between humanity and its earthly

home. As the political philosopher Hannah Arendt
remarked in the prologue to her 1958 masterpiece,
The Human Condition, going into space allowed
us to grasp our planetary predicament for the first
time in history. It was a reminder that “the Earth is
the quintessence of the human condition”. And na-
ture itself, “for all we know, may be unique in pro-
viding human beings with a habitat in which they
can move and breathe without effort and without
artifice”.

Fair point. And nothing we’ve learned in the in-
tervening years has changed that prognosis. Mars
may be the most habitable planet in the solar sys-
tem, outside our own. But it’s still a very far cry
from the beauty of home - whose fragility we only
truly learned to appreciate fully from the images
sent back to us from space.

Nature photographer Galen Rowell once called
William Anders’ iconic photo Earthrise - taken
from the Apollo 8 module in lunar orbit - “the most
influential environmental photograph ever taken”.
Earthrise brought home to us, in one astonishing
image, the stark reality that this shining orb was
- and still is - humanity’s best chance for anything
that might meaningfully be called the “good life”.

Its beauty is our beauty. Its fragility is our fra-
gility. And its peril is our peril.

AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH

In the very same year that Arendt published
The Human Condition, a Shell executive named
Charles Jones presented a paper to the fossil fuel
industry’s trade group, the American Petroleum In-
stitute, warning of the impact of carbon emissions
from fossil fuel combustion on the atmosphere. It
was early evidence of climate change.

It was also evidence, according to lawsuits
now being filed by cities and states in the US, that
companies like Shell knew it was happening more
than 60 years ago - three decades before James
Hansen’s scientific testimony to Congress in 1988
brought global warming to public attention. And
they did nothing about it. Worse, argue plaintiffs
like the state of Delaware, they lied over and again
to cover up this “inconvenient truth”.

Why such a thing could happen is now clear.
Evidence of their impact was a direct threat to the
profits of some of the most powerful corporations
on the planet. Profit is the bedrock of capitalism.
And as I argue in my new book, we have allowed
capitalism to trump everything: work, life, hope
- even good governance. The most enlightened
governments in the world have turned a blind eye
to the need for urgent action. Now we'’re on the
verge of being too late to fix it. Achieving net zero
by 2050 is no longer enough. We need much more,
much faster to avoid ending up in an unliveable
hothouse.

Even as I write, record-breaking temperatures,
10-20@ above the seasonal average, have forced
citizens on the west coast of North America into un-
derground shelters to avoid the searing heat. Wild-
fires are raging in California’s Death Valley, where
temperatures have reached an astonishing 54. On
the storm-struck east coast, flood waters have in-
undated the New York subway system. Thousands
remain homeless and hundreds are still missing,
meanwhile, as historic flooding across central Eu-
rope has left almost 200 people dead.

In the face of the blindingly obvious, even recal-
citrant presidents and politicians are at last begin-
ning to acknowledge the scale of the peril in which
our relentless pursuit of economic growth has

placed the planet. And in principle they still have
time to do something about it.

As I and many colleagues have argued, the pan-
demic offers us a unique opportunity to fashion a
different kind of economy. The 26th Conference of
the Parties to the UN Climate Change Convention
(COP26) in Glasgow in November 2021 could well
be the place to do that. Whether that happens or
not will depend as much on vision as it does on sci-
ence. And on our courage to confront the inequali-
ties of power that led us to this point.

It will also depend on us going back to first prin-
ciples and asking ourselves: how exactly should
we aim to live in the only habitable world in the
known universe? What is the nature of the good life
available to us here? What can prosperity possibly

mean for a promiscuous species on a finite planet?

The question is almost as old as the hills. But
the contemporary answer to it is paralysingly nar-
row. Cast in the garb of late capitalism, prosperity
has been captured by the ideology of “growth at
all costs”: an insistence that more is always bet-
ter. Despite overwhelming evidence that relentless
expansion is undermining nature and driving us
towards a devastating climate emergency, the “fai-
rytales of eternal growth” still reign supreme.

ZERO GRAVITY

It’s an ironic twist in the tale of the debate so-
ciety kid I used to be that I've spent most of my
professional life confronting those fairytales of
growth. Don’t ask me how that happened. By ac-
cident mostly.

[ toyed with the idea of studying astrophys-
ics. But I ended up studying Maths at Cambridge,
where I confess to being baffled by the complexity
of it all, until I realised that even math is just a trick.
Quite literally a formula. Believe in it and you can
travel to the stars and back. In your mind, at least.

And there I was wandering around in zero G,
when I woke up one day (in April 1986) to find that
the Number four reactor at the Chernobyl nuclear
power plant in Ukraine had suffered a catastrophic
meltdown. [ suddenly realised that the very same
skills I'd spent my life developing were leading
humanity not towards the stars but away from the
paradise we already inhabit.

So yes. I changed my mind. The next day I
walked into the Greenpeace office in London and
asked what I could do to help. They set me working
on the economics of renewable energy I became,
accidentally, an economist. (Economics needs
more accidental economists.) And that’s when it
began to dawn on me that learning how to live well
on this fragile planet is far more important than
dreaming about the next one.

MINE IS BIGGER THAN YOURS

Not so the space race billionaires. A handful
of unbelievably powerful men, whose wealth has
exploded massively throughout the pandemic, are
now busy trying to persuade us that the future lies
not here on Earth but out there among the stars.

Tesla founder and serial entrepreneur, Elon
Musk is one of these new rocket men. “Those who
attack space,” he tweeted recently, “maybe don’t re-
alise that space represents hope for so many peo-
ple”. That may be true of course in a world where
huge inequalities of wealth and privilege strip
hope from the lives of billions of people. But, as
the spouse of a Nasa flight controller pointed out,
it obscures the extraordinary demands of escaping
from Mother Earth, in terms of energy materials,
people and time.

Undeterred, the rocket men gaze starward. If
resources are the problem, then space must be the
answer. Amazon founder Jeff Bezos is pretty ex-
plicit about his own expansionary vision. “We can
have a trillion humans in the solar system,” he once
declared. “Which means we’d have a thousand Mo-
zarts and a thousand Einsteins. This would be an
incredible civilisation.”

Bezos and Musk have spent their lockdown
contesting the top two places on the Forbes rich
list. They’ve also been playing “mine is bigger than
yours” in their own private space race for a couple
of decades now. Bezos’s personal wealth almost
doubled during the course of a pandemic that de-
stroyed the lives and livelihoods of millions. He’s

turn to pg07
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Mizoram
reports 725
new COVID-19
cases, 1 more
death

Arzawy, JuL 21 (PTI):
Mizoram's COVID-19
tally surged to 29,020 as
725 more people includ-
ing 138 children tested
positive for the virus in
the last 24 hours, push-
ing the state's tally to
29,020, a health depart-
ment official said on
Wednesday.

The single-day posi-
tivity rate rose to 16 per
cent from 10.85 per cent
on Tuesday, the official
said.

The COVID-19 death
toll in the state climbed
to 126 as a 73-year-old
man from Aizawl suc-
cumbed to the infection
at Zoram Medical Col-
lege (ZMC) on Tuesday
night .

Of the fresh COV-
ID-19 cases, 111 were
detected during mass
testing drive held in
six localities or pockets
within Aizawl Munici-
pal Corporation (AMC)
area, he said.

Forty-four cases
were confirmed through
RT-PCR test, while 647
cases were detected
through Rapid Antigen
Test and the remaining
34 cases were detected
through TrueNat test,
he said.

Aizawl district re-
ported the highest num-
ber of fresh cases at
461, followed by Kola-
sib (116), Lunglei (72),
Mamit (33), Lawngtlai
(25), Siaha (16) and
Serchhip (2).

At least 342 patients
were diagnosed during
contact tracing, he said,
adding that 651 patients
have developed symp-
toms of COVID-19.

Mizoram now has
6,833 active COVID-19
cases, while 22,061 peo-
ple have recovered from
the infection, including
373 on Tuesday, he said.

The northeastern state
has tested over 5.69 lakh
samples for COVID-19, in-
cluding 4,530 in the last
24 hours. The COVID-19
recovery rate is now 76
per cent and death rate is
0.43 per cent.

According to state
Immunisation officer Dr
Lalzawmi, over 6.11 lakh
people have been inocu-
lated till Tuesday.

3 poachers
held for
killing
barking
deer in
Odisha

BARIPADA (Opi1sHA),
JuL 20 (PTI): The Odi-
sha forest department
personnel arrested three
persons for allegedly kill-
ing a barking deer in Si-
milipal National Park in
Mayurbhanj district, an
official said on Tuesday.
They were appre-
hended on Monday in
Uttarash forest under the
Guruguria range during a
routine patrolling by the
personnel of the Simili-
pal Tiger Reserve (STR).
About 7 kilograms of
meat of the wild animal,
bows, arrows and an axe
were seized from the
three poachers, Simili-
pal Tiger Reserve ACF
Pradeep Kumar Dey said.
A case under the
Wildlife Protection Act
was registered against
them, the official said.

VIPs using threat and influence to corner J&J single-
shot vaccine while people stand in lines to no avail

ARJUN POUDEL
KATHMANDU, 21 JuL [KATH-
MANDUPOST]: When 52-year-
old Jaya Bahadur Tamang
went to an urban health clinic
in Kageshwari-Manohara Mu-
nicipality on Tuesday to be
inoculated with the Covid-19
vaccine, he was told the clinic
had run out of vaccines and
the immunisation programme
had been suspended.

“I came here to get the vac-
cine during my lunch break
but health workers told me
that all vaccines were admin-
istered on Monday,” Tamang, a
labourer who hails from Bar-
habise, Sindhupalchok, told
the Post.

Gopal Kuikel and his wife
Manju, both 50 and residents
of Kageshwari-Manohara Mu-
nicipality, too went to a near-
by health facility to be vacci-
nated on Tuesday.

But they too were told that
the Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine supplied by the Health
Office, Kathmandu had al-
ready been administered.

Health workers advised
them to wait for a few days for
the Vero Cell vaccine to arrive
and they would get their jabs.

The Ministry of Health and
Population began administer-
ing the single-shot Johnson
& Johnson vaccine to those
between 50 and 54 years, mi-
grant workers, and disabled
among others in Kathmandu
Valley on Monday and the vac-
cination campaign was sched-
uled to continue till Wednes-
day.

The ministry had earlier
decided to roll out the John-
son & Johnson vaccine from
last Thursday but authorities

later delayed the rollout so
that newly-appointed Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
could inaugurate the latest
drive, an official at the Health
Ministry said on condition of
anonymity.

However, those in the tar-
get groups have not been able
to get jabs because health
workers have been under
pressure from political lead-
ers and other influential peo-
ple to provide jabs to those
close to them.

“What can we do, when
health workers are pressured
and threatened to inoculate
people other than those in
priority groups?” Laxmi Koi-
rala, health coordinator of the
Kageshwari-Manohara Mu-
nicipality told the Post. “I am
also abused and threatened

by various groups to provide
vaccines, but how can I ar-
range when we received only
enough doses for the priority
population in our municipal-
ity?”

The Health Office, Kath-
mandu had supplied 4,000
doses of the Johnson & John-
son vaccine to the municipal-
ity.

If the jabs were given
to only those in the target
groups they would have been
sufficient, according to the of-
fice.

“I am getting informa-
tion from many places that
vaccines were given to those
outside the target groups
and there have been vaccine
shortages,” Badri Bahadur
Khadka, chief of the Health
Office, Kathmandu told the

Post. “Health workers are
under intense pressure from
various groups to provide the
vaccine.”

The United States gave
Nepal 1,534,850 doses of the
single-shot Covid-19 vaccine
on July 12 through the COVAX
facility.

The Johnson & Johnson
vaccine was also given to resi-
dents of Kavrepalanchok and
most of the districts of the
Gandaki Province from Mon-
day. Other districts are ex-
pected to start immunisation
as per the availability of the
jabs, according to Dr Jhalak
Gautam, chief of National Im-
munisation Programme.

Dr Mingmar Gyelgen Sher-
pa, former director general at
the Department of Health Ser-
vices, told the Post that four of

his relatives aged between 50
and 54 years in Bauddha, of
Kathmandu Metropolitan City
did not get the vaccine when
they reached the immunisa-
tion centre.

In other municipalities
of Kathmandu Valley too the
story is similar.

Shyam Kaji Bhandel, 74,
and his wife Dolmaya, 73,
from Changunarayan Munici-
pality of Bhaktapur were told
that vaccines were finished
when they reached an im-
munisation centre near their
home on Tuesday.

They were told to go to
another centre in the same
municipality by others who
had got their shots there but
when the couple got there, the
centre also had run out of the
Johnson & Johnson shots.

Gautam of the National
Immunisation = Programme,
however, said that he is un-
aware that people from other
groups are getting the John-
son & Johnson vaccine.

“I am unaware of any such
report,” Gautam told the Post.
“We have asked the health
agencies concerned to follow
the priority groups at every
meeting.”

The mismanagement in
the administration of vac-
cines has been a frequent oc-
currence.

Immunisation centres
across the country ran out of
jabs last week too when the
government began vaccinat-
ing those between the ages
of 55 to 60 with the China-
made Vero Cell vaccine. The
government began the drive
with the 800,000 doses of
the vaccine that Nepal bought
under a non-disclosure agree-
ment with the Chinese state-
owned pharmaceutical giant
Sinopharm last Tuesday and
said it would go on for five
days. But most places had to
suspend the programme after
three days as the immunisa-
tion centres ran out of jabs.
About 2.4 million doses of the
vaccine are expected to arrive
later this week.

“Providing jabs to all eli-
gible people is not wrong but
if the elderly people in the
priority group are deprived of
vaccines, it is a matter of con-
cern,” said Sherpa. “We can-
not prevent deaths, severity
of illness and hospital admis-
sions, if we ignore the prior-
ity groups. Authorities should
enforce the rules, as it is sci-
entific and necessary.”

Assam cycles to wish Olympics

2 new COVID-19 cases push
Andamans tally to 7,518

boxer Lovllna Borgohaln

GUWAHATI, JuL 21 (PTI):
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, Assembly
Speaker Biswajit Daima-
ry and Leader of Oppo-
sition Debabrata Saikia
on Wednesday pedalled
bicycles, wishing success
to pugilist Lovlina Borgo-
hain, the lone competi-
tor from Assam in Tokyo
Olympics.

Along with them,
several ministers, scores
of MLAs and senior of-
ficials took part in the
'Go for Glory - Lovli-
na', a bicycle rally that
started at Last Gate and
concluded at Nehru Sta-
dium in the city.

Speaking at the
event, Sarma said the
rally was organised
with a vision to support
and motivate "Assam'’s
daughter" Lovlina, who is
representing India at the
Tokyo Olympics.

He also felicitated

the boxer's father Tiken
Borgohain at the event,
while urging people to
come together and cheer
for the pugilist.

"We are so proud of
Lovlina who is the first
female athlete from #As-
sam to represent India
at the #Olympics $@$#
the second boxer after
Shiva Thapa to partici-
pate in the same from the
state. May you continue
to bring glories to the
nation,” Sarma tweeted
after the function. Saikia

said Lovlina is the pride
of Assam and he is con-
fident that she will make
the state and country
proud with her stupen-
dous performance.

Along with Sarma,
Daimary and Saikia, Depu-
ty Speaker Numal Momin,
ministers Bimal Bora, Atul
Bora, Urkhao Gwra Brah-
ma, Pijush Hazarika, San-
joy Kishan and Jogen Mo-
han also pedalled through
the Guwahati roads.

The Assam govern-
ment had in June extend-

ed financial assistance of
Rs 5 lakh to the Arjuna
awardee to help her pre-
pare for the mega sport-
ing event.

Lovlina, 23, who had
qualified for the Tokyo
Olympics in March last
year, will be competing
in the welterweight cat-
egory (69 kg).

The  much-delayed
Tokyo Olympics are
scheduled from July 23
to August 8, with the
boxing events starting
from July 24.

PORT BLAIR, JuL 21 (PTI):
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands reported only
two new COVID-19 cases,
pushing the tally in the
union territory to 7,518,
a health department of-
ficial said on Wednesday.
One patient was de-
tected during contact
tracing and another was
airport arrival, he said.
All passengers ar-
riving by flight have to
undergo mandatory RT-
PCR test before they are
allowed entry into the
islands, the official said.
The COVID-19 death

toll remained at 129 as
no new fatality due to the
infection was reported in
the last 24 hours, the of-
ficial said.

The archipelago now
has 19 active COVID-19
cases of which 17 are in
the South Andaman district
and two in the North and
Middle Andaman district.
The Nicobar district is now
COVID-19 free as it has no
active case, he said.

Two more persons
recuperated from COV-
ID-19 during the period,
taking the total number
of recoveries to 7,370,

he said. The Andaman
and Nicobar adminis-
tration has conducted
4,28,751 sample tests for
COVID-19 so far, and the
positivity rate stands at
1.75 per cent, the health
department official said.
A total of 2,62,687
people have been inocu-
lated of which 1,77,955
have received the first
dose of COVID-19 vac-
cine and 84,732 have re-
ceived both doses of the
vaccine, the official said,
adding that the total pop-
ulation of the union terri-
tory is around 4 lakh.

Arunachal Pradeshreports 476 new COVID-19 cases

ITANAGAR, JuL 21 (PTI): Arunachal
Pradesh's COVID-19 tally rose to
43,804 as 476 more people tested
positive for the infection, a se-
nior health official said here on
Wednesday.

The COVID-19 death toll in the
frontier state remained at 203 as
no fresh fatality was reported in
the last 24 hours, State Surveil-
lance Officer (SSO) Dr Lobsang
Jampa said.

The highest number of fresh
cases were reported from the
Capital Complex Region at 131,
followed by West Kameng (40),
Tawang (38), Lower Subansiri
(34), Papumpare (31), East Siang
(30), Upper Subansiri and Lepara-
da at 25 each and Longding (21) .

Seventeen fresh cases were
also reported from Namsai, 13
from Changlang, 11 from Anjaw,

10 cases each from Siang, Upper
Siang and Tirap, eight from Lower
Dibang Valley, five each from Low-
er Siang and Kurung Kumey, four
from East Kameng, three each from
West Siang and Kra Daadi and two
from Kamle, the official said.

Of the fresh cases, 439 were de-
tected through rapid antigen test,
21 through RT-PCR and 16 by Tru-
eNat method, the SSO said, adding
that 220 people were symptomatic
of COVID-19.

Arunachal Pradesh currently
has 4,332 active COVID-19 cases,
he said.

As many as 404 patients were
cured of the disease on Tuesday
taking the total number of CO-
VID-19 recoveries in the state to
39,269, Jampa said.

The COVID-19 recovery rate
in the state now is 89.65 per cent

while the active percentage stands
at 9.89 and the positivity rate at
8.10 per cent, the official said.

The Capital Complex Region -
comprising Itanagar, Naharlagun,
Nirjuli and Banderdewa areas - has
the highest number of active cases
at 1,134, followed by West Kameng
(325), Lohit (314), Papumpare
(286), East Siang (274) and Lower
Subansiri at 245 cases.

Altogether, 8,71,328 samples
have been tested for COVID-19 in
the state so far, including 5,874 on
Tuesday, Jampa said.

Meanwhile, State Immuni-
sation Officer, Dr Dimong Pa-
dung informed that a total of
7,93,366 people have been ad-
ministered COVID-19 vaccine
doses so far in the state since
the inoculation drive began in
January this year.
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Go for elusive medal:
Tendulkar tells
Tokyo-hound track
and field athletes

V.

NEw DELHL, JuL21 (PTI):
Cricket icon Sachin Ten-
dulkar on Tuesday urged
India's 26-strong squad
for Tokyo Olympics to
enjoy the pressure and
not be bogged down by
it during the Games as he
joined the Athletics Fed-
eration of India in giving
them an online send-off.

In the virtual event,
Tendulkar told them to
chase the dream of win-
ning an Olympic medal
relentlessly.

"A lot of people say
there is win or loss in
sport but my message
is that the loss should
be for your opponent
and the win for you. You
should go for the medal,”
Tendulkar said.

"Don't stop chas-
ing your dream and the
dream should be the
medal around your neck,
National Anthem playing
and the tri-colour flying

high." The track and field
contingent will have 47
members, including 26
athletes. There will be 11
coaches, eight support
staff, one team doctor
and one team leader.

The contingent leaves
for Tokyo on July 23.

Tendulkar said pres-
sure is an athlete's com-
panion in all sports and
it is crucial to channelise
it into a better perfor-
mance.

"Expectation of peo-
ple has grown because
of your improved per-
formance. That is a good
thing. I had always en-
joyed pressure or expec-
tation from the people.
You have to change it to
positive energy."

The athletics events
will be held from July 30
to August 8 and India's
hopes are being primar-
ily from javelin thrower
Neeraj Chopra.

[OC re-elects Ban
Ki-moon as Chair of
Ethics Commission

Tokyo, Jul 21 (PTI): For-
mer United Nations
Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon was on Tuesday
re-elected as Chair of the
I0C's Ethics Commission
during the International

Olympic Committee's
session here.
The 77-year-old

South Korean politician
and diplomat, who held
the role since 2017, will
serve another four-year
term.

Laura Chinchilla of
Costa Rica, who joined
the I0C as a member in
2019, was elected as a
new member of the Eth-
ics Commission.

China's  HanginXue
was also re-elected as a
member of the Commis-
sion for an additional
four-year term.

She had joined the
Commission in 2017.

"Chair Ban Ki-moon
and Xue have been elect-
ed in their capacity as

personalities, indepen-
dent members who are
not active, honorary,

honour or former I0C
Members," the Olympic
website stated.

"Ms Laura Chinchil-
la has been elected as
Member of the IOC Ethics
Commission in her qual-
ity as active, honorary,
honour or former I0C
Member;" it added.

The much-anticipat-
ed Tokyo Games are slat-
ed to begin on Friday.

Ban was the eighth
Secretary-General of the
United Nations, from Jan-
uary 2007 to December
2016.

Marta scores twice, Brazil
routs China 5-0 at Olympics

RIFU, JAPAN (AP): Marta be-
came the first player to score
in five straight Olympics and
Brazil beat China 5-0 on
Wednesday in the women’s
soccer tournament.

Marta finished with
a pair of goals for Brazil,
which is ranked No. 7 in
the world. Debinha, An-
dressaAlves and Beatriz
also scored.

A six-time FIFA Player of
the Year;, Marta has 111 in-
ternational goals, more than
any Brazilian player; male or
female. After her goal in the
ninth minute, Debinha add-
ed another in the 22nd to put
Brazil up 2-0.

Marta added her sec-
ond goal in the 74th min-
ute before Alves scored
from the penalty spot. Be-

atriz closed out the rout
with a goal in the 89th.
Brazil was playing its
first major tournament
under PiaSundhage, the
former coach of both the
U.S. and Swedish women.
Sundhage coached the
U.S. team that won the
gold medal at the 2012
London Games.

China, ranked No. 15,
qualified as runner-up
at the Asian qualifying
tournament. The Chinese
were making their fifth
Olympic appearance. The
team’s best finish was
runner-up in 1996.

China’s squad for To-
kyo is largely inexperi-
enced, with only five play-
ers left over from the ros-
ter for the 2016 Games.

Brisbane picked to host 2032
Olympics without a rival bid

TOKYO (AP): Brisbane was
picked Wednesday to host
the 2032 Olympics, the inevi-
table winner of a one-city race
steered by the 10C to avoid ri-
val bids.

The Games will go back to
Australia 32 years after the
popular 2000 Sydney Olym-
pics. Melbourne hosted in
1956.

“We know what it takes
to deliver a successful Games
in Australia,” Prime Minister
Scott Morrison told Interna-
tional Olympic Committee
members in an 11-minute live
video link from his office.

When the award was later
confirmed, with Brisbane win-
ning the vote 72-5, Morrison
raised both arms in the air and
gave two thumbs up.

The victory led to a fire-
works display in Brisbane that
was broadcast to I0C members
in their five-star hotel in Tokyo.

Brisbane follows 2028 host
Los Angeles in getting 11 years
to prepare for hosting the
Games. Paris will host in 2024.

The 2032 deal looked done
months before the formal deci-
sion at the I0C meeting, which
was held ahead of Friday's
opening ceremony of the To-
kyo Games.

The 10C gave Brisbane ex-
clusive negotiating rights in
February. That decision left
Olympic officials in Qatar,
Hungary and Germany look-
ing blindsided with their own
stalled bidding plans.

Though the result was ex-
pected, a high-level Austra-
lian delegation went to Tokyo
amid the COVID-19 pandemic
to present speeches, films and
promises on stage.

The city of Brisbane sent

Mayor Adrian Schrinner, the
state of Queensland sent Pre-
mier  AnnastaciaPalaszczuk
and Australia’s federal gov-
ernment sent sports minister
Richard Colbeck to woo Olym-
pic voters.

They were joined by long-
time Australian Olympic of-
ficial John Coates, now an I0C
vice president who shaped the
fast-track selection process
two years ago that now re-
warded his Brisbane bid.

The first-time format was
designed to cut campaign
costs, give the I0C more con-
trol in dealing discreetly with
preferred candidates and re-
moved the risk of vote-buying.

The project was described
by the IOC as “a passion-
driven, athlete-centric offer
from a sports-loving nation.”
Events will be staged across
Queensland, including in Gold

Coast, which hosted the 2018
Commonwealth Games. Bris-
bane’s renowned cricket sta-
dium, known as the Gabba, will
be upgraded and may host the
sport at the Games. Cricket was
played once at the Olympics, at
the 1900 Paris Games.

The next three Summer
Games hosts — starting with
Paris in 2024 — are now se-
cured in wealthy and tradition-
al Olympic nations without any
of the trio facing a contested
vote. The I0C and its hands-
on president, Thomas Bach,
have torn up the template of
traditional bidding campaigns
and hosting votes to lock down
preferred cities with the mini-
mum risk.

Paris and LA were com-
peting for 2024 until Bach
and Coates oversaw including
the 2028 rights in an unprec-
edented double award four

years ago. The future hosts of-
fer stability for the I0C which
was stung by the two previous
Summer Games contests being
tainted by allegations of vote-
buying when multiple cities
were on the ballot.

The 2016 Rio de Janeiro
Olympics and the postponed
2020 Tokyo Olympics are still
under investigation by French
prosecutors. They have impli-
cated officials who then lost
their place in the I0C family as
active or honorary members.

A low-risk future beckons
for the 10C following the of-
ten-troubled Tokyo Olympics
and the 2022 Beijing Winter
Games in February, which will
throw scrutiny on China’s hu-
man rights record.

Key partners have also
been secured through 2032.
The I0C’s signature broadcast-
ing deal with NBC and top-tier

sponsors Coca-Cola, Visa and
Omega are tied down for the
decade ahead.

With only major cities stag-
ing the Summer Games from
Beijing in 2008 through Los
Angeles, Brisbane positioned
itself as a new kind of project.

“We want to show the
world that mid-sized cities and
regions can host the Games
without financial distress or
missed deadlines,” Palaszczuk
told voters.

Brisbane said it already has
84% of stadiums and event
venues in place to fit the I0C’s
modern demand of avoiding
excessive spending and poten-
tial white-elephant projects.

A new swimming arena is
planned and billions of dol-
lars will be spent on transport
projects — not because of the
Olympics but in time for them,
Brisbane officials said.

Saqglain wants ICC to review

15-degree elbow rule for bowlers

Soccer players kneel
to start ew era of

Karachi, Jul 21 (PTD):
Former Pakistan spinner
SaglainMushtaq wants
the International Cricket
Council (ICC) to review
its existing 15-degree
arm/elbow  extension
law for bowlers.

Saglain, who is pres-
ently head coach at the
Pakistan Cricket Board's
High Performance Centre
in Lahore, said the law is
discouraging youngsters
from taking up the art of
off-spin bowling.

"I would like to know
how the ICC experts
reached this conclusion
of allowing only 15-de-
grees latitude to bowlers.
Did they do research on
Asian players, Caribbean
players, others because
everyone is different.

"Asian players' bodies
are different, they tend
to have more flexibility
in their arms and some
have hyper mobile joints.
If you look at Caribbean
or English players their
bodies are different,”
Saqlain said in an inter-
view.

He noted that even

MNatWest

carry angle, meaning
flexibility in arms while
in standing posture, is
different in Asian play-
ers. "l think the ICC
should review this law
because the 15-degrees
latitude is too little. It
is discouraging players
from the art of off-spin
bowling.

"l personally believe
that one can bowl off-
breaks, doosra and top
spin even within the law
but since it came out I
have seen players who
used to bowl off-spin
now becoming leg-spin-
ners or wrist spinners,
he said.

Saqglain, who ended
an illustrious career with
208 Test and 288 ODI
wickets and made the
Doosra ball famous, be-
lieved that a off-spinner
can also be successful in
white ball formats if he
has a good set of skills
and it is not necessary to
be able to bowl the doos-
ra to be effective.

Saqlain also felt that
teams were not relying
on specialist off-break

bowlers in white ball
formats because of an
increasing trend of using
wrist spinners.

"Itis an ongoing trend
in white ball formats that
teams want to have maxi-
mum wrist spinners like
India has Chahal and Ya-
dav, Australia has Adam
Zampa and Stephenson,
England has Adil Rashid
etcAnd this is discour-
aging players from tak-
ing up the art of off-spin
bowling.

He noted that it was
only in Test cricket main-
ly that some countries
still employed specialist
off-spinners successfully
like Nathan Lyon was a
regular for Australia and
R Ashwin for India while
Moeen Ali has done his
bit for England.

Saqlain, 44, who has
worked as spin consul-
tant/coach with differ-
ent teams including Eng-
land, West Indies, New
Zealand urged countries
to have budgets to have
regular permanent spin
coaches with their teams.

"Their is also a need

to have permanent spin
coaches at domestic level
and the junior levels."

Saglain had no doubt
that spinners would have
a vital role to play in the
upcoming World T20
Cup in UAE and Oman
provided the conditions
remained dry.

"Role of spinners in
the subcontinent and
UAE is always vital but
there is no dew factor be-
cause a lot of matches are
held under lights.

"If there is no dew
factor they will dominate
in dry conditions but to
do this they must be class
bowlers with a very good
set of skills. It is all about
bowlers who try to get
away with just bowling
economically and those
who try to take wickets
as well.

Saqglain said that a
spin bowler loses his
bite, drifts in dew condi-
tions and it becomes dif-
ficult to also grip the ball.

To a question, he
had no doubt that In-
dia's surgence in world
cricket was due to the
number of A team tours
they arranged for their
fringe players in the last
10-years.

"Pakistan cricket has
suffered a lot because of
no international cricket
at home but India has
done the right thing by
investing on its under-19
and A team tours. I re-
member [ was working
in England for like four
summers and once in
Australia and every year
I saw some Indian team
touring those countries.

Olympic activism

TOKYO (AP): The ref-
eree’s whistle blew, the
British players glanced
at one another and they
dropped to their knees.
Their Chilean counter-
parts responded in kind,
all taking a knee at the
Sapporo Dome.

An hour later, it was
the American and Swed-
ish players in Tokyo tak-
ing part Wednesday in
united, unprecedented
gestures against racism
by teams at an Olympics.

On the initial day
of action at the Tokyo
Games, the women’s soc-
cer players were the first
athletes to use the Olym-
pic platform for a display
of activism.

Long restricted by the
International  Olympic
Committee, such protests
within limited param-
eters are now permitted
at the Games inside the
field of play.

The British players
decided at a team meet-
ing before flying to Japan
to perform the gesture
that has been featured
over the last year at club
matches in the Women'’s
Super League in England.

Unlike in sports like
the NFL, where players
take a knee during the
national anthem, in soc-

cer it happens just before
kickoff.

It was in 2016 that
Colin Kaepernick first

kneeled rather than
stood during the anthem
while playing for the San
Francisco 49ers.

Soccer previously
shunned any form of ac-
tivism at matches. But
FIFA relaxed its policy
last year after players in
Europe decided to use
matches to protest racial
injustice sparked by the
death in Minneapolis of
George Floyd, a Black
man, at the hands of a
white police officer.

FIFA also told refer-
ees to apply common
sense and to allow play-
ers to display T-shirts
with messages against
racism that previously
were banned in soccer.

The IOC allows ges-
tures of activism — if
permitted by that sport’s
governing body — only
before or after the offi-
cial start of events at the
Olympics.

Podium protests are
still off-limits, prohibit-
ing a repeat of the raised
black-gloved fists of
American sprinters Tom-
mie Smith and John Car-
los at the 1968 Mexico
City Olympics.
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Belgrade residents tell rights
court of bar noise ‘torture’

BELGRADE, SERBIA (AP): Ser-
bia’s capital is vibrating with
nightlife again after over a
year of pandemic restrictions.
Cafes, bars and fun-hungry
customers are celebrating a
summer boom in business and
entertainment options, but the
accompanying loud music and
other noise are a bust for resi-
dents across Belgrade.

Since hot weather arrived
and coronavirus rules eased,
NemanjaDragic, 36, said he
can't open his balcony door
without a thunderous cacoph-
ony bursting into his apart-
ment. He used his savings to
install a thicker door and stur-
dier windows, desperate to
muffle the sounds coming from

gered alarm over a potential
virus resurgence as few events
requested proof of vaccination
or negative tests.

Ana Davico of the Belgrade
Noise Abatement Society said
local government should fol-
low the examples of other
major European cities with
dynamic night scenes that
have encouraged and provided
financial support for sound-
blocking equipment in night
clubs.

Instead, noise limits aren’t
enforced, and in the decade
since her group was formed,
the situation in Belgrade —
and throughout Serbia — has
only gotten worse, Davico in-
sisted. “We now have depots

over a dozen bars and clubs.

Dragic’s apartment over-
looks a downtown Belgrade
street that is one of the hot
spots in a European capital
with a reputation for partying
after dark. He said all the ca-
rousing makes it impossible to
keep his windows open during
much of the summer, to rest or
to spend undisturbed time in
his home.

“The noise is such that
some neighbors just leave the
city or the street or every-
thing,” said Dragic, an engineer.

Residents of the city’s com-
mercial areas have complained
for years about deafening noise

from bars, discos and night
clubs. Faced with inaction from
authorities, some citizen’ asso-
ciations have turned to the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights,
filing a case that argues they
have been exposed to torture
and had their rights to family
life and privacy violated.
Lawyer Marina Mijato-
vic said she took the issue to
the court in Strasbourg after
Belgrade authorities didn’t
respond to a local court rul-
ing last month that said they
hadn’'t done enough to limit
noise. The European court is
yet to decide whether it will
accept the case, she said.

“We expect the (European)
court to confirm the violation
of rights and instruct Serbia
to take measures to reduce the
noise to the levels acceptable
for normal life,” she said.

City officials didn’t reply to
interview requests from The
Associated Press. Belgrade
authorities, after promising
repeatedly to address the com-
plaints, and have prepared
new noise protection rules
that envisage wider authority
for a community policing unit.

Misa Relic, who heads the
Association of Night Bars and
Clubs, said he is aware of ten-
sion with residents in some

Belgrade neighborhoods, but
he warned against rushed so-
lutions that on the heels of the
coronavirus pandemic could
jeopardize what he described
as Belgrade’s signature tourist
experience — the clubbing.

“I am always for an agree-
ment between two sides who
understand each other’s posi-
tion and are ready for a fair
compromise,” Relic said.

Though not new, the noise
problem became acutely vis-
ible in late June and early July
as Belgrade’s night life explod-
ed in full force with a series of
concerts, rave parties and festi-
vals. Partying crowds also trig-

of noise all over Belgrade and
a situation where the existing
regulations that offer a decent
framework to solve the prob-
lem are not being implement-
ed,” she said.

Citizens’ groups have col-
lected thousands of com-
plaints filed with police, videos
and noise level recordings to
back their case in the Euro-
pean court, Davico said. The
noise often is much higher
than the legally permitted lim-
its, and only rarely do cafes or
nightclubs use soundproofing
equipment even though it is
generally envisaged in the cur-
rent regulations, she added.

now stepping down to spend more time
on Blue Origin, the company he hopes
will deliver vast human colonies across
the solar system.

The declared aim of Musk’s rival
company, SpaceX, is “to make humanity
multiplanetary”. Just like Kim Stanley
Robinson’s science fiction trilogy back
in the 1990s, Musk aims to establish a
permanent human colony on Mars. To
get there, he reasons, we need very big
rockets - or, in the original terminology
of SpaceX, Big Fucking Rockets (BFRs)
- eventually capable of transport-
ing scores of people and hundreds of
tonnes of equipment millions of miles
across the solar system.

The BFRs have now given way to a
series of (more sedately named) Star-
ships. And to prove his green creden-
tials Musk desperately wants these
starships to be reusable. So much so
that SpaceX conspired to blow up four
consecutive Starship prototypes in
quick succession during the first four
months of 2021 trying unsuccessfully
to re-land them.

Move fast and break things is the Sil-
icon Valley motto of course. But eventu-
ally you've got to bring the goods home.
Starship SN15 finally achieved that on
May 5 - three weeks after SpaceX had
landed a massive US$2.9 billion con-
tract from Nasa, nudging Blue Origin
into the space race shadows.

Not wanting to be outdone, Bezos
came up with what he must have hoped
was the ultimate comeback. When Blue
Origin’s New Shepard rocket - which is
also reusable - made its first manned
space flight on July 20, he and his broth-
er Mark would be two of the first few
passengers on board. Wow, Jeff! Kudos
man! Now you really show us your co-
jones! Nobody likes coming second.
Least of all the most powerful people
on the planet.

But sometimes you get no choice.
Out of the blue, without so much as a
by-your-leave, Virgin boss, Richard
Branson swooped in to steal everyone’s
thunder. On July 11, nine days before
Bezos’s big day, Branson became the
first ever billionaire to launch himself
into space.

And for a cool US$250,000, he
promised us, you too can be one of
Virgin Galactic’s 600 or so breathless
customers, waiting to enjoy three or
four weightless minutes gazing back in
rapture at the planet you've left behind.
Apparently, Musk has already signed
up. Bezos doesn’t need to. He's made
his own virgin space flight now.

PROSPERITY AS HEALTH

The space rhetoric of the super-rich
betrays a mentality that may once have
served humanity well. Some would say
it's a quintessential feature of capital-

ism. Innovation upon innovation. A
driving ambition to expand and explore.
A primal urge to escape our origins and
reach for the next horizon. Space travel
is a natural extension of our obsession
with economic growth. It’s the crown-
ing jewel of capitalism. Further and
faster is its frontier creed.

I've spent much of my professional
life as a critic of that creed, not just for
environmental reasons but on social
grounds as well. The seven years [ spent
as economics commissioner on the
UK'’s Sustainable Development Com-
mission and my subsequent research
at the Centre for the Understanding of
Sustainable Prosperity revealed some-
thing fundamental about our aspira-
tions for the good life. Something that
has been underlined by the experience
of the pandemic.

Prosperity is as much about health
as it is about wealth. Ask people what
matters most in their lives and the
chances are that this will come out
somewhere near the top of the list.
Health for themselves. Health for their
friends and their families. Health too
- sometimes - for the fragile planet on
which we live and on whose health we
ourselves depend.

There’s something fascinating in
this idea. Because it confronts the ob-
session with growth head on. As Aris-
totle pointed out in Nicomachean Eth-
ics (a book named after his physician
father), the good life is not a relentless
search for more, but a continual pro-
cess of finding a “virtuous” balance be-
tween too little and too much.

Population health provides an ob-
vious example of this idea. Too little
food and we're struggling with diseases
of malnutrition. Too much and we're
tipped into the “diseases of affluence”
that now kill more people than under-
nutrition does. Good health depends on
us finding and nurturing this balance.

This task is always tricky of course,
even at the individual level. Just think
about the challenge of keeping your ex-
ercise, your diet and your appetites in
line with the outcome of a healthy body
weight. But as I've argued, living inside
a system that has its sights continually
focused on more makes the task near
impossible. Obesity has tripled since
1975. Almost two-fifths of adults over
18 are overweight. Capitalism not only
fails to recognise the point where bal-
ance lies. It has absolutely no idea how
to stop when it gets there.

You'd think our brush with mortal-
ity through the pandemic would have
brought some of this home to us. You'd
think it would give us pause for thought
about what really matters to us: the
kind of world we want for our children;
the kind of society we want to live in.

And for many people it has. In a survey
carried out during lockdown in the UK,
85% of respondents found something
in their changed conditions they felt
worth keeping and fewer than 10%
wanted a complete return to normal.

When life and health are at stake,
the ungodly scramble for wealth and
status feels less and less attractive.
Even the lure of technology pales. Fam-
ily, conviviality and a sense of purpose
come to the fore. These are the things
that many people found they lacked
most throughout the pandemic. But
their importance in our lives was not
a COVID accident: they are the most
fundamental elements of a sustainable
prosperity.

THE DENIAL OF DEATH

Something even more surprising
has emerged during my three decades
of research. Behind consumer capital-
ism, behind the frontier mentality, be-
yond the urge to expand forever lies a
deep-seated and pervasive anxiety.

What does day two look like, Bezos
once asked a crowd of the faithful, re-
ferring to his famous maxim about the
need to innovate. “Day two is stasis,
followed by irrelevance, followed by
excruciatingly painful decline, followed
by death,” he said. “And that. Is why. It is
always. Day one!” His audience loved it.

Musk plays out his own inner de-
mons just as disarmingly. “I'm not try-
ing to be anyone’s saviour,” he once
told TED’s head curator, Chris Ander-
ton. “I'm just trying to think about the
future - and not be sad.” Again, the ap-
plause was deafening.

A well-trained therapist could have
a field day with all of this. Take that
miraculous day a few weeks after the
Perseverance rover started sending
home the most amazing selfies in
the universe, when the Ingenuity he-
licopter made its virgin flight in the
wafer thin atmosphere of Mars. It
was the kind of outcome that could
have intelligence agencies drooling
over far less benign uses of the tech-
nology. But there was also something
pretty existential going on.

The faint whispering of the Martian
wind, relayed faithfully across the solar
system, doesn’t just confirm the possi-
bilities for aerial flight on an alien plan-
et. It's grist to the mill of an essential
belief that human beings are endlessly
creative and fiendishly clever.

Our visceral response to these mo-
mentary triumphs speaks to a branch of
psychology called terror management
theory drawn from the work of cultural
anthropologist Ernest Becker. It was
explored in particular in his astonish-
ing 1973 book The Denial of Death. In
it, Becker argues that modern society
has lost its way, precisely because we’ve

become terrified of confronting the in-
evitability of our own demise.

Terror management theory tells us
that, when mortality becomes “salient”,
instead of addressing the underlying
fear, we turn for comfort to the things
which make us feel good. Capitalism
itself is a massive comfort blanket, de-
signed to help us never confront the
mortality that awaits us all. So too are
the dreams of the rocket men.

BEYOND LOCKDOWN

When Sputnik kickstarted the first
“space race” six decades ago, a US
newspaper headline called it “one step
toward [our] escape from imprison-
ment to the Earth”. Arendt read those
words with astonishment. She saw
there a deep-seated “rebellion against
human existence”. It isn’t just the pan-
demic that locks us down, the implica-
tion is. It's the entire human condition.

The anxiety we feel is nothing new.
The choice between confronting our
fears and running away from them has
always been a profound one. It’s exactly
the choice we'’re facing now. As vaccine
roll-out brings a glimmer of light at the
end of COVID-19, the temptation to
rush into wild escapism is massive.

But for all its glamour, the “final
frontier” is at best an amusement and
at worst a fatal distraction from the
urgent task of rebuilding a society rav-
aged by social injustice, climate change
and a loss of faith in the future.

With most of us still reeling from
what the World Health Organisation
has called a shadow pandemic in men-
tal health, any kind of escape plan at
all looks remarkably like paradise. And
emigrating to Mars is one hell of an es-
cape plan.

Let’s dream of some “final frontier”
by all means. But let’s focus our minds
too on some quintessentially earthly
priorities. Affordable healthcare. De-
cent homes for the poorest in society. A
solid education for our kids. Reversing
the decades-long precarity in the live-
lihoods of the frontline workers - the
ones who saved our lives. Regenerat-
ing the devastating loss of the natural
world. Replacing a frenetic consumer-
ism with an economy of care and rela-
tionship and meaning.

Never have these things made so
much sense to so many. Never has there
been a better time to turn them into a
reality. Not just for the handful of bil-
lionaires dreaming of unbridled wealth
on the red planet, but for the eight bil-
lion mere mortals living out their far
less brazen dreams on the blue one.

[the writer is Professor of

Sustainable Development and Director
of the Centre for the Understanding

of Sustainable Prosperity

(CUSP), University of Surrey]

Russia unveils new fighter,
Putin hails country’'s air power

Moscow, JuL 21 (AP):
With much fanfare, Rus-
sian aircraft makers on
Tuesday unveiled a pro-
totype of a new fighter
jet that features stealth
capabilities and other
advanced characteristics.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin inspected
the prospective war-
plane displayed at the
MAKS-2021 Internation-
al Aviation and Space Sa-
lon in Zhukovsky, outside
Moscow.

The new design has
been developed by air-
craft maker Sukhoi un-
der the LTS program a
Russian acronym for the
Light Tactical Aircraft.

Its makers said the
prototype is set to make
its maiden flight in 2023
and deliveries could start
after 2026. They said the
new design could be con-
verted to an unpiloted
version and a two-seat
variant.

The new aircraft is
smaller than Russia's
latest Su-57 two-engine
stealth fighter, also built
by Sukhoi, and only has
one engine. It hasn't re-
ceived a name yet, and
no details have been
given about its charac-
teristics and production
prospects.

Russia's Rostec state
corporation thatincludes
Sukhoi and other aircraft
makers has advertised
the new plane under the
tag Checkmate, appar-
ently intended to under-
line its superior charac-
teristics.

It said the new war-
plane belongs to the so-
called fifth generation of
fighter jets a definition
that assumes stealth
characteristics and a ca-
pability to cruise at su-
personic speed, among
other advanced features.

Rostec also said the
new design includes ar-
tificial intelligence fea-
tures to assist the pilot
and other innovative
technologies. It empha-

sized that it has been de-
signed to reduce service
costs and could be easily
adapted to varying cus-
tomer needs.

The prospective Rus-
sian fighter jet appears
intended to compete
with the US F-35 Light-
ning II fighter, which en-
tered service in 2015.

Rostec has run an ag-
gressive advertising cam-
paign in the days before
the show, publishing a
picture of the new fighter
hidden under a black tar-
paulin with wanna see
me naked? written under
it.

It also posted a video
featuring adulatory cus-
tomers from India, the
United Arab Emirates,
Argentina, Vietnam and
other countries, reflect-
ing export hopes.

Plane spotters
flocked to Zhukovsky last
week to take pictures of
the new plane as it was
being taxied to a park-
ing spot across the giant
airfield which has served
as the country's top mili-
tary aircraft test facility
since Cold War times.

The Kremlin has
made modernization of
the country's arsenals
a key priority amid ten-
sions with the West that
followed Moscow's 2014
annexation of Ukraine's
Crimean Peninsula.

It also has strongly
encouraged the develop-
ment of new passenger
jets intended to compete
with planes built by Boe-
ing and Airbus that cur-
rently account for the
bulk of Russian carriers'
fleets.

Those programs
have encountered delays
amid Western sanctions
that hampered imports
of Western engines and
other key components,
but Russia has managed
to make a new engine for
the new MS-21 passen-
ger plane that was also
displayed at the show in
Zhukovsky.

CORONAVIRUS

PRECAUTIONS & SAFETY TIPS
DON'T LOWER THE GUARD

LOCKDOWN HAS BEEM LIFTED, BUT UNFORTUNATELY,
THE THREAT OF COVID-19 HAS NOT YET SUBSIDED.

As wa adopt o the new normal
hete ks o raminder of the precoutions you maust take-

Sioy of incet & best {cbout
3 avmi’ kength) rom oty peagis

Batwwed ¥ you o
Eyrplorms of SOV Sioy @
I undil you gt the st

Epforn

ey utsids,

PTG T 0 Cmy 2 hangioe chis! or
o pociont of tueL




SummitTIMES | 22 July

2021

EtCETERA

COMING UP ROSES! Actress Katie Thurston was all smiles

ahead of dinner at Craig’s in West Hol

lywood.

Amazon announces unscripted
docuseries Tampa Baes'

Los ANGELES, JuL 21 (PTI): Amazon Studios
has given an order for "Tampa Baes", an un-
scripted docuseries that will follow a group of
young lesbian friends in Tampa Bay, Florida.
The show comes from 3 Ball Productions
and is set for a premiere in the US, UK, Austra-
lia, Canada, India, Ireland and New Zealand
later this year, Amazon said in a statement.
"The young lesbian ‘it-crowd’
navigating and celebrating life in
Tampa Bay Florida's LGBTQ+
hub and the place to see and
be seen. Always ready for
an adventure or a good
party, this group of loyal
friends and sometimes
more than friends is
ambitious and unapolo- R
getic while constantly J =
battling stereotypes and =
labels,” the official de- W‘ IJ ' E'
scription reads. gl .
"With all eyes on these
fun-loving women at this piv-
otal moment in their personal and
professional lives, there's not a challenge or
hot-button issue they won't tackle, even if it
means getting real with each other," it added.
The titular group of friends includes Ali
Myers, Nelly Ramirez, Shiva Pishdad, Jordan
Whitley, Marissa Gialousis, Summer Mitchell,
Cuppie Bragg, Brianna Murphy, Haley Grable,
Melanie Posner, Olivia Mullins and Mack

McKenzie.

"Working on this show has been an in-
credible experience, and as a member of the
LGBTQ+ community, I'm thrilled this type of
series can exist in the premium streaming
space.

"The cast is truly dynamic, refreshing
and unlike any I've worked with they cer-
tainly won't disappoint! Viewers
everywhere will be able to
relate to them in one way
or another, and I can't
wait for the world to
fall in love with our
'Tampa Baes'" said

showrunner Melissa
Bidwell.
= = 3 ) Vernon Sanders,
=it = Co-Head of Televi-
I sion at Amazon Stu-
“I "!I mny dios, hailed "Tampa
s LE Baes" as "fun and cel-
ebratory".
"Inaworld where there's
a dearth of content centering
dynamic lesbian women, Amazon Stu-
dios is excited to bring this vibrant look at
these women's lives and give the world a real
entry point to undoubtedly know and love
them," he added.

The show is executive produced by Rein-
outOerlemans, Ross Weintraub, Jeff Altrock,
Paul O'Malley and Melissa Bidwell.

~ Fulfilled my dream to work on a sports movie
. with 'SarpattaParambarai’, says actor Arya

MumBal, Jur 21 (PTI): South actor
Arya says working on acclaimed direc-
tor PaRanjith's 1970s-set boxing drama
"SarpattaParambarai” was like fulfilling
a long-cherished dream of starring in a
sports movie. The Tamil-language pe-
riod drama revolves around two
rival clans -- IdiyappaParamba-
rai and SarpattaParambarai -- in
north Chennai and the boxing cul-
ture of the region.

Arya, who is best known for
his roles in "Vettai"”, NaanKadavul
,Madrasapattinam , Boss EngiraB-
haskaran , Atlee's family film Raja
Rani , action-thriller Arrambam ,
is a sports enthusiast in real life.
He is an avid cyclist and has also
trained in boxing for six years.

"I was an athlete in school and
college and I wanted to represent
. the country in the Olympics, that
. was my dream as a child. When I
saw BhaagMilkhaBhaag', I was in
love with the film and wanted to
do a film like this.

"But I didn't have the opportunity to
do that in the south because not many
sports movies were made here. When
this film came (to me), [ was very hap-
py as my dream to do a sports film was
fulfilled, Arya, whose real name is Jam-
shadCethirakath. told PTI in a Zoom in-
terview. When he was offered Sarpatta-
Parambarai , the 40-year-old actor said
his training in boxing came in handy.

The highlight of the trailer are the
high-octane boxing matches, which
Arya said he and the other cast mem-
bers trained rigorously for close to four
months under national-level players.
They also did a workshop to get a hang
of the precise dialect of North Madras

qufnr

of the 1970s. Before the filming, the actor
said the team would train for scenes in the
morning and do boxing in the evening.

He (Ranjith) wanted us to have the
right physique and yet be active and
quick. So, for this, we had to train in the

th

e

er 40 days of work left, which started in
October last year, he informed.
Describing director Ranjith, known
for Rajinikanth-starrers Kabali and
Kaala, as a perfectionist, the actor said
the filmmaker wanted the fights to look as

gym as well. The boxing training was
for three-and-half to four months. It got
extended due to the lockdown. He also
wanted the pronunciation, slang and
body language to be perfect.

"The training was quite intense but
the beauty of it is that whatever we did
before the shoot helped us a lot.

When the shoot was delayed due to
the COVID-19 lockdown last year, Arya
said it was difficult to retain the same
look till the filming restarted.

"l had to remain fit, not knowing
when things will reopen and when we
will be able to finish the shoot. I had to
be on a diet for a long time. It was quite
frustrating. Before the lockdown, we had
finished 35 days of work and had anoth-

real as possible. "There were times when
my hands would pain because of all the
punching as he (director) wanted us to do
the boxing with all my strength and speed
as if it was a real match. We had so many
cuts and bruises, he recalled.

Arya is aware that the Hindi film
"Toofaan", also set in the world of boxing,
has released last week but said "Sarpat-
taParambarai” is different in its treatment
and time frame. Toofaan' is talking about
contemporary boxing and they have differ-
ent elements to the film. While our film is
not just about boxing. We are more concen-
trating on the clans in the 1970s, what the
boxing scenario was, how it originated, the
lifestyle of boxers, etc. Our film is very emo-
tional and it deals with many characters.

Los ANGELES, JuL 21 (PTI): Pop star
Laura Pausini is set to headline an up-
coming Italian original movie for Ama-
zon Studios. The untitled movie project
is based on an original idea by Pausini
and the script has been penned by Ivan
Cotroneo and Monica Rametta, Ama-
* zon said in a press release. Cotroneo,
+ known for movies such as "I Am Love",
"Kryptonite!" and "Loose Cannons",
will direct the movie.

Pausini, one of the most highly
regarded Italian artists in the world
with over, has sold over 70 million
albums worldwide. Out of her 13 al-
. bums, her 2006 record 'Escucha’ had
* bagged a Grammy Award for the Best
Latin Pop Album.

She recently collaborated with
songwriter Diane Warren for the
song "lo Si" (Seen) which won Best
Original Song in a Motion Picture at
the Golden Globes, and was the first
woman in the history of Italian mu-
sic to be nominated at the Academy
Awards for Best Original Song.

The plot details have been kept
under wraps but Amazon said that
the movie will showcase Pausini's
love for cinema, and unveils her true
soul to the audience through exclu-
sive never-before-seen glimpses of
her private and professional life.

The audiences will also get to
discover the new unknown aspects
of Pausini's personality and of her
world through the movie, which will
be produced by Endemol Shine Italy.
: "l had been receiving offers for
- film projects for some time, but I

Laura Pausini collaborating with Amazon : 'Dhadak’ team

Studios for talian originalmovie  : celebrates three years

couldn't find anything that was spe- .
cial enough to devote my time and .
energy to," Pausini said. :
"I didn't feel any urgency to tell :
my story, and I was looking for an in- :
novative script," she added.
The 47-year-old singer said she -
met the executives of Amazon Stu- -
dios in February 2020 and found an .
important story that was worth shar- .
ing with the world.
"I am happy they immediately .
supported my artistic idea with en- .
thusiasm. We will try to tell this story |
in the way I feel is the sincerest, as I :
have always been doing with music, ®
this time with all my passion for cine- *
ma. "Shortly before the Golden Globe -
victory, [ started working with an Ital- -
ian author and director that I really re- .
spect, and our collaboration generated .
this madness I am preparing to face .
with great dedication and that [ am ;
sure will amaze even those who think
they know me well," Pausini added.
Georgia Brown, Head of Euro-
pean Amazon Originals at Amazon @
Studios, welcomed the Italian star to .
the Amazon family, hailing her as an -
extraordinary artist who is loved and .
celebrated around the world.
"This Italian Amazon Original .
Movie is a truly innovative project .
and we're delighted to be working .
with trail-blazing creators to create a
compelling, unique story for our cus- :
tomers. We look forward to enchant- *
ing Prime Video audiences around °
the world with Laura's incredible -
story," she added. .

of JanhviKapoor and
IshaanKhatter-starrer

MumMmBa]J, JuL 21 (PTI): Actors JanhviKapoor
and IshaanKhatter along with director Sha-

¢ shankKhaitan on Tuesday clocked three years

of the their romantic-drama "Dhadak".

The film was the remake of the 2016
Marathi blockbuster Sairat , a love story be-
tween an upper-caste girl, Archana (RinkuRa-

:jguru) and a fisherman's son, Prashant

(AkashThosar).

The Hindi version marked Bollywood de-
but of Kapoor, daughter of late actor Sridevi
and Boney Kapoor, while it was Khatter's sec-
ond film after MajidMajidi-directed drama
"Beyond the Clouds". Kapoor, 24, shared pho-
tographs from the sets and said the film will
always hold a special place in her heart.

#Dhadak Always special. For the people,
the memories, the lessons and all of the love,
she wrote. Khatter, 25, too shared behind-
the-scenes pictures from the film and wrote,
3 years of dhadak!!! Will remain a special one

. for all of us who worked on it.. And to the fans,
. thank you for all the love that pours in still for

the film, I see you all.
The movie, which opened countrywide in
2018, grossed over Rs 110 crore worldwide.
In an Instagram post, Khaitan said he is

. happy to have collaborated with talented ac-

tors like Kapoor and Khatter.

#dhadaklts already been 3 years Feels
like yesterday Had the pleasure of working
with two talents, who I love a lot and am tre-
mendously proud of Janhvi and Ishaan, I see
you guys growing everyday as actors and as
people, he wrote. "Dhadak” was co-produced
by Zee Studios and filmmaker Karan Johar's

« Dharma Productions.

Aries:

You've got a bad rep for being the most impulsive of
the 12 signs, but that may be a bit of a generalisation.
If there’s anything the recent past has taught you, it's
that slow and steady wins the race. Wednesday sees
you treading cautiously and making calculated moves,
not because you're operating from a space of fear but
because you've got that big goals energy about you.
Leaming when to play the practicality card will change
the game for you permanently.

Tip: Tread cautiously.

Taurus:

Joy and celebration are a constant in the Taurus HQ.
You're connecting with your friends, both old and new.
It's true that some people come into your life merely for a
season, but that doesn’t mean you shouldn't honour the
love that's flowing into your life today. Some of you could
be missing your siblings majorly at this point. If making a
trip back home is an option, plan one soon.

Tip: You're honouring your friends, both old and new.
Gemini:

You've never known a love like this before, Gemini.
A love that's both deep and unconditional. A love that
meets you where you are and accepts you for who you
are. If's time to rise in this love, beautiful. Single Twins are
being reminded that all hope is not lost. Fate has some-
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thing magnificent in store for you. Trust the law of divine
timing and leam to be patient.

Tip: Its time to rise in love, beautiful.

Cancer:

This is a time of separation. A time of moving away from
something or somebody you love. Replace fear with
faith, beautiful. Trust that this distance is helping you heal
on a soul level and come into your own. Disappointment
and dejection may also be a theme for some of you on
the work front. The end of July is bringing with it the reali-
sation that some things are just not worth your time and
effort.

Tip: Getting some distance may work in your favour.
Leo:

The brightest of days gives way to the night, and the
darkest of nights is followed by day. Both pleasure and
pain exist in equal measure, Leo. ltis this dance of duality
that makes our human experience as wholesome asiitis.
Wednesday sees you looking beyond the veil of illusion
and accepting life in its many colours. You're especially
grateful for the chapters that threatened to break you, for
these are the experiences that helped you emerge from
the muddy waters like a lotus.

Tip: You see clearly now.

Virgo:

Its all about love and other intoxicants in the Virgo HQ.

You and your beloved are vibing at a whole new fre-
quency—and this frequency is called unconditional love.
Yes, this means honouring the differences in your per-
sonalities as well, for this is what makes your relationship
sweeter. For some of you, this may be a time of taking
your commitment to the next level or starting a family to-
gether. PS: Did somebody say baby shower?

Tip: It's all about love and other intoxicants around here.
Libra:

What brings you joy, Libra? What are the passions that
give you a reason to wake up in the morning, day after
day? The cards are bringing your aftention to some-
thing you have been dismissing as merely a side hus-
tle. Just for today, allow yourself to dream of a parallel
reality where you are living your best life whilst doing
that thing you love the most. This is the first step to
welcoming a magnificent shift in your physical real-
ity, one that will change the course of your life for the
better.

Tip: Who says you can't call in the energy of abun-
dance whilst doing that thing you love the most?
Scorpio:

Setting intentions is merely the first step, Scorpio.
It's what we do after that that determines the course
of our lives. Today, you're being asked to revisit the
intention you set for yourself earlier this year as you

remember that you still have a little over five months
to achieve those goals. Three words: take inspired ac-
tion. Know that your ancestors and your spirit quides
are working overtime to help turn the wheel of fortune
around.

Tip: Take inspired action.

Sagittarius:

Silence isn't empty, beloved. It's full of infinite possibili-
ties. It is the shunya from which new ideas emerge.
So, allow yourself to lean into this silence without
feeling that you are being of disservice to the world.
Some of you may be feeling overwhelmed by your
relationship(s) as well. Trust the voice in your head
that's telling you it's a good idea to get some distance.
Just make sure you don't disappear without convey-
ing the same to the other person.

Tip: Here’s to silence that's full of infinite possibilities.

Capricorn:

Truth tea, Capricorn: now is *not* the time to chase
the thrill of the new. There are older projects that re-
quire your time and energy right now. Projects that are
on the verge of making you a big success. Word for
the wise: adopt ‘patience’ and ‘persistence’ as your
power words. Yes, there will be days when you will feel
like you're stuck in a rut and that you're doing the same
thing over and over. Know thatit’s all a part of the process

that's challenging you to become the most invincible ver-
sion of yourseff.

Tip: Stay committed to your goals. That's all!

Aquarius:

There are times we start something with a heady mix of
courage and confidence, only to face the demon of disil-
lusionment halfway to the desired destination. But, what
if we said this disillusionment is a part of the evolution
process? Instead of resisting the discomfort, sit down
with it. Pour it a cup of tea and understand what itis trying
to bring your attention towards. Yes, there is something
you will have to let go of. Know that it is okay to grow
out of certain parts of yourself or a dream that no longer
feels right.

Tip: Sit down with the discomfort, Aquarius.

Pisces:

There are times we have to do-do-do and dedicate
ourselves to the hustle, but now is *not* such a time in
your life. You are at a point where you're being asked
to hit the pause button and refuel your reserves in
preparation for the next chapter of your life. So, don't
underestimate the importance of filling your own cup,
Pisces. Remember to put your big expenses on hold
while you're at it. Creating a reserve will serve you well
in the future, beautiful.

Tip: Energy conservation mode on!
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