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162 new cases and three more deaths 
keep Covid worries alive in sikkim

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 18 June: 

Sikkim began a new 
week of recover-

ies outnumbering new 
Covid cases today with 
166 people completing 
their home isolation and 
getting discharged to-
day, outnumbering, by a 
whisker, the number of 
new cases which clocked 
in at 162 for the past 24 
hours. Yesterday, Sikkim 
had completed an entire 
week of recoveries out-
numbering new cases, a 
process which had begun 
on 11 June.

Covid fatalities, how-
ever, continue to cast a 
pall of gloom over Sik-
kim, and today as well 
arrived news that the 
State had lost 3 more 
lives to the virus in the 
past 24 hours. While two 
patients breathed their 
last at STNM Hospital, 
one death was recorded 
at Rongli Primary Health 
Centre in East District. 

Sikkim's COVID death toll 
now stands at 290.

As per the 'Daily Re-
port of COVID-19' re-
leased by the Integrated 
Disease Surveillance 
Programme [IDSP] of 
the Health Department, 
the 162 new cases were 
picked up from the test-
ing of 1,411 samples on 
Thursday, giving Sikkim 

a Test Positivity Rate of 
11.40%. 

While 121 of the new 
cases were detected in 
RT-PCR testing of 576 
samples, 40 people test-
ed positive in rapid anti-
gen testing of 827 sam-
ples and one more case 
was detected in TruNat 
testing of eight samples. 

While 133 of the new 

cases were registered in 
East District, 19 were in 
West District and 10 in 
South District. No new 
cases were registered in 
North Sikkim in the past 
24 hours.

Today, only three new 
patients were hospital-
ised. Of the 2,900 active 
cases of Covid in the 
State, there are currently 

only 135 in hospital, 21 
of them in the ICU.

Sikkim’s tally of 
confirmed cases of CO-
VID-19 reported so far 
has reached 19,058 of 
whom 15,618 have al-
ready recovered and 
2,795 are recuperating 
from mild to no symp-
toms under home or fa-
cility isolation.

Studies show Covid vaccine reduces 
hospitalisation chances by 80%

India records 
62,480 fresh 
COVID-19 
cases
New Delhi, June 18 (PTI): 
With 62,480 new coro-
navirus infections being 
reported in a day, India's 
total tally of COVID-19 
cases rose to 2,97,62,793, 
while the death toll 
climbed to 3,83,490 with 
1,587 fresh fatalities, 
the lowest in 61 days, 
according to the Union 
Health Ministry data up-
dated on Friday.

The active cases have 
fallen below 8 lakh after 
73 days and the national 
COVID-19 recovery rate 
has crossed 96 per cent.

The active cases have 
declined to 7,98,656 
comprising 2.68 per cent 
of the total infections, 
while the national CO-
VID-19 recovery rate has 
improved to 96.03 per 
cent, the data updated 
at 8 am showed. A net 
decline of 28,084 cases 
has been recorded in the 
COVID-19 caseload in a 
span of 24 hours.

A total of 19,29,476 
tests were conducted on 
Thursday taking the to-
tal cumulative tests con-
ducted so far for detec-
tion of COVID-19 in the 
country to 38,71,67,696.

The daily positiv-
ity rate was recorded 
3.24 per cent. It has been 
less than 5 per cent for 
11 consecutive days, the 
ministry said, adding the 
weekly positivity rate has 
declined to 3.80 per cent.

Recoveries continue 
to outnumber daily new 
cases for the 36th con-
secutive day. The number 
of people who have recu-
perated from the disease 
surged to 2,85,80,647, 
while the case fatality 
rate stands at 1.29 per 
cent, the data stated. 

All negative in Covid screening 
at mamring and Namthang 

Namchi, 18 Jun (IPR): The 
team from Namthang Primary 
Health Centre led by Medical Of-
ficer, In-charge, Namthang PHC, 

Dr Mingyur D Lassopa, Dental 
Surgeons, Dr Sushmita Chettri 
and Dr Ayesha Chettri conducted 
Rapid Antigen Test in Mamring 

today. The team conducted a total 
of 47 RAT test: 40 at Mamring and 
07 at Namthang PHC out of which 
all test were detected as negative.

New Delhi, 18 Jun [NDTV]: Studies show the 
risk of hospitalisation due to COIVID-19 falls 
by 70-80 per cent if a person is vaccinated, the 
government said today. After vaccination, the 
chances of a Covid patient needing medical 
oxygen also reduce by 8 per cent, the govern-
ment said.

Daily cases have fallen by up to 85 per cent 
since the peak of the second wave in early May, 
and actives cases have reduced by 78.6 per 
cent since then, the government said.

A sharp fall of 81 per cent has been record-
ed in weekly case positivity rate. It was the 
highest at 21.6 per cent between April 30 and 
May 6, the government said.

The country has 513 districts with positiv-
ity rate less than 5 per cent, it said.

Vaccinating as many people as possible in 
record time before another wave comes is a 
strategy being followed across the world.

"We must ensure vaccination when our 
turn comes. That's our best weapon against Co-

vid, apart from following Covid guidelines. The 
time hasn't come yet to party and we should be 
careful of taking off the mask," said Dr Vinod 
K Paul, member of the Covid task force of the 
government's think tank NITI Aayog.

While a majority of healthcare experts 
predicted the vaccination drive would pick up 
significantly this year, they cautioned against 
an early removal of restrictions, as some states 
have done.

On whether children and those under 18 
years would be most at risk in a potential third 
wave, nearly two-thirds of experts in a Reuters 
poll, or 26 of 40, said yes.

"The reason being they are a completely 
virgin population in terms of vaccination be-
cause currently there is no vaccine available for 
them," said Dr Pradeep Banandur, head of epi-
demiology department at National Institute of 
Mental Health and Neurosciences (NIMHANS).

Some states like Maharashtra have covered 
a lot of ground in vaccinating people. Many are 

lagging behind due to shortage of vaccines, but 
are fast picking up pace.

More than half a crore people in Maha-
rashtra have become fully vaccinated over the 
last five months, a report by the state health 

department said. A total of 53,72,219 people 
have got both doses till now, it said. The Elec-
tion Commission's data shared before the as-
sembly election in 2019 showed Maharashtra 
had nine crore people above 18 years.

Govt signs agreement with 
Reliance Jio to improve 

internet connectivity

south dist admn directs engineers to recon roads, get 
construction site owners to clear drains by 21 June

Gangtok, 18 Jun (IPR): 
The State Government 
is facing challenges in 
rolling out e-governance 
applications in a mean-
ingful manner because of 
poor Internet connectiv-
ity. This in turn meets out 
significant limitations in 
providing electronic ser-
vices to its citizens par-
ticularly in rural areas.

During the Covid-19 
pandemic, it was ob-
served that the admin-
istration faced severe 
problems in reaching out 
to the public at their door 
steps for delivering Gov-
ernment facilities; the 
problem of poor Internet 
connectivity in the State 
was conspicuously expe-
rienced. It was also seen 
that the students faced 
tremendous problems 
and hardships in attend-
ing their online classes.

Considering the ur-
gency of the matter and 
as per the vision of the 
Chief Minister of Govern-
ment at the doorsteps, 
the Information Technol-
ogy Department has en-
visaged mobile/Internet 
connectivity in associa-
tion with Reliance Jio to 
provide Internet connec-
tivity till the Block level 
and GPU levels. In the first 
phase 134 locations that 
covers 16 Blocks and 118 

GPUs would be connected. 
This would go a long way 
in improving Mobile / In-
ternet connectivity in the 
rural areas.

Mobile towers would 
be installed in the iden-
tified land of BACs and 
GPUs on monthly rental 
basis. In this way, we 
are aiming to improve 
Internet connectivity as 
well as generate revenue 
for the grass root level in-
stitutions.

A tripartite agree-
ment among RDD, IT 
Department and Reli-
ance Jio was signed in 
the IT Department, today 
in the presence of Advi-
sor/IT, Tenzing Lamtha, 
Raj Yadav, Secretary/
IT Department, Sarika 
Pradhan, Spl Secretary/
RDD, ST Wangdi, Addl 
Director/IT, Area in 

charge Reliance Jio, Sik-
kim and senior officers 
from IT Department. It 
is planned to complete 
the work within a period 
of one year. This project 
has been patronised by 
the Advisor/DIT who has 
been very vocal for im-
provement of connectiv-
ity at the rural areas.

Rural Development 
Department would be 
providing the land to in-
stall these Mobile towers 
in coordination with the 
BDOs and GPUs. Depart-
ment of IT would be co-
ordinating with Reliance 
Jio and Rural Develop-
ment Department for 
speedy implementation 
of the project.

In the second phase, 
other blocks and GPUs 
would be covered for 
which survey has started.

BikASh ChhetRi
Namchi, 18 Jun: 

Additional District 
Collector, South, has 

notified all MEOs, assis-
tant engineers at BACs, 
DEs of National Highway 
divisions, State Highway, 
PMGSY, RDD and NHD-
CIL to reconnaissance 
roads in their respective 
jurisdictions and direct 
building owners to clear 
roadside drains blocked 
by their construction ma-
terials latest by 21 May. 

As per the notice is-

sued by the ADC, should 
the construction site 
owners fail to comply 
with the notice, junior 
engineers are to lodge 
complaints "unfailingly" 
against the, for strict ac-
tion to be initiated against 
the violators

Roadside drains 
blocked by construction de-
bris have made the impact 
of the heavy rains worse by 
washing away farmlands, 
covering footpaths with 
debris, and even blocking 
some streets in the villag-
es and towns. 
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Transport 
Minister 
felicitated by 
Manav Seva 
Avam Welfare 
Samiti

sdf to go virtual for this year's 
sampoorna Kranti diwas SKM team visits landslide-

affected Bhalukhop

amid reports of trinamool outreach, 
tripura bJp chief says no dissent in partyBring White Paper on Black Money 

stashed abroad: Congress to Centre
New Delhi, 18 Jun 
[NDTV]: The Congress 
on Friday demanded that 
the government make a 
full disclosure of the na-
ture of black money and 
names of the individuals 
who have stashed it in 
Swiss banks, and asked 
it to bring a white paper 
on how much of it has 
been brought back to the 
country in the last seven 
years.

Congress spokesper-
son Gourav Vallabh said 
the government should 
also come out with a 
complete list of measures 
that it has undertaken 
to check the stashing of 
black money in foreign 
banks.

The demand came af-
ter Switzerland's nation-
al bank -- Swiss National 
Bank (SNB) -- released 
data of funds parked in 
Swiss banks that showed 
that deposits by Indians 
increased to 286 per cent 
in 2020, the highest in 
the last 13 years.

Congress's chief 
spokesperson Randeep 
Surjewala also demand-
ed answers from Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on his promise to bring 
back black money and 
shared a video of the 
PM before he assumed 
power.

"Money deposited 
in Swiss banks is now ₹ 

20,700 crore. 286 per 
cent increase between 
the year 2019-20, the 
maximum money in 
Swiss banks in last 13 
years.

"Modiji please reply 
-- What happened to the 
promise to bring back 
black money in three 
years? It's been seven 
years now. Is there no 
will power or money 
belongs to friends?" he 
asked on Twitter.

Mr Vallabh said the 
divide between the rich 
and the poor has wid-
ened in the country un-
der the Modi government 
as this disclosure comes 
at a time when the Cen-
tre for Monitoring Indian 
Economy (CMIE) says 
close to 97 per cent Indi-
ans became poorer dur-
ing the last year and on 
the other hand, the data 
of funds in Swiss banks 

for 2020 shows another 
side.

"The Congress party 
demands that the Modi 
government provide a 
full disclosure of the na-
ture of this money, the 
names and details of 
individuals who have 
stashed money in Swiss 
banks in the last year."

"We demand that the 
Modi government bring 
a white paper provid-
ing details of how much 
black money has been 
brought back and from 
which country in the last 
seven years. It should 
also come out with a 
complete list of measures 
that it has undertaken 
to check the stashing of 
black money in foreign 
banks," he told reporters 
at a virtual press confer-
ence.

Mr Vallabh said in the 
last seven years, the gov-

ernment has been all talk 
and no action.

"Why is the Modi gov-
ernment not prepared to 
share the names of the 
individuals who have 
moved money to Swiss 
banks in the last year? 
While 97 per cent Indi-
ans have become poorer, 
who are these people 
who are availing ''aapda 
mein avsar'' (opportu-
nity in disaster).

"With such tall prom-
ises in 2014, what are the 
attempts being made 
by the government 
to bring back black 
money and how much 
black money has 
been brought back 
and from which coun-
try in the last seven 
years? What has the 
Modi government done 
to control the stashing of 
black money in foreign 
accounts?" he asked.

Funds parked by 
Indian individuals and 
firms in Swiss banks, 
including through India-
based branches and 
other financial institu-
tions, jumped to 2.55 bil-
lion Swiss francs (over ₹ 
20,700 crore) in 2020 on 
a sharp surge in holdings 
via securities and similar 
instruments, though cus-
tomer deposits fell, the 
annual data from Swit-
zerland's central bank 
showed.

The increase in the 
aggregate funds of Indian 
clients with Swiss banks, 
from 899 million Swiss 
francs (Rs 6,625 crore) at 
the end of 2019, revers-
es a two-year declining 
trend and has taken the 
figure to the highest level 
in 13 years.

It stood at a record 
high of nearly 6.5 billion 
Swiss francs in 2006, af-
ter which it has mostly 
been on a downward 
path, except for a few 
years including in 2011, 
2013 and 2017, accord-
ing to the SNB data.

Mr Vallabh alleged 
that a bigger revelation 
comes from the data of 
the Bank for Interna-
tional Settlement (BIS), 
which says deposits by 
Indian individuals in 
Swiss banks rose by 39 
per cent in 2020 as com-
pared to 2019.

Agartala, 18 Jun [PTI]: 
Tripura BJP presi-
dent Manik Saha today 
scotched speculation of 
dissidence within the 
party, following a two-
day organisational meet-
ing here, and said all 
leaders have vowed to 
unite and work for the 
benefit of the party.

He also said differ-
ences, if any, will be sort-
ed out through discus-
sions.

Speculation was rife 
that some BJP MLAs 
are planning to quit the 
party and join the Tri-
namool Congress, after 
the Mamata Banerjee-led 
party's landslide victory 
in neighbouring West 
Bengal.

According to sourc-
es, Trinamool leaders 
from Bengal, in a bid to 
strengthen their party 
in Tripura ahead of the 

2023 Assembly elections, 
were reaching out to reb-
els within the BJP.

Mr Saha, however, 
said his "party men, in 
the presence of BJP na-
tional general secretary 
BL Santhosh and Tripura 
in-charge Phanindranath 
Sharma, have vowed to 
stay united".

"It was a fruitful 
meeting. Differences, if 
any, will be sorted out 
through talks and discus-
sions," he said.

A group of six MLAs, 
led by former health min-
ister Sudip Roy Barman, 
met BJP's national presi-
dent J P Nadda last year 
and expressed grievanc-
es over the governance in 
the state.

Two MLAs, Ashish 
Kumar Saha and Ram-
prasad Paul, both consid-
ered close to Mr Barman, 
had later said that the 

central leadership asked 
them to make prepara-
tions for 2023 hustings.

Slamming the TMC 
for "letting loose a 
reign of terror" in Ben-
gal, BJP spokesperson 
Subrata Chakraborty 
said, "People of this 
state are politically 
conscious. They know 
how our karyakartas 
have suffered in the 
neighbouring state. Vot-
ers here will never sup-
port that."

The Trinamool, on 
its part, said new activ-
ists have been joining the 
party ever since it came 
to power in Bengal ear-
lier this year.

Asish Lal Sinha, the 
state unit president of 
the Trinamool, however, 
clarified that he "doesn't 
know of any BJP MLA ex-
pressing interest to join 
the party".

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 18 Jun:

Manav Seva Avam 
Welfare Samiti Mad-

hya Pradesh felicitated 
Rateypani Namthang 
MLA cum Transport Min-
ister, Sanjeet Kharel with 
the Corona Warrior Hon-
our today. The honour 
was given in recognition 
of his work during the 
pandemic, a press release 
informs.

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 18 Jun:

Incessant rainfall this 
monsoon has caused 

havoc all over the State 
with road blockages, 
landslides, and stalling 
on construction projects.

As per a press release, 
Sikkim Krantikari Mor-

cha Area In charge, Purna 
Hang Subba along with 
SKM CLC President, Ja-
nardhan Basnet, accom-
panied by SDM Dentam, 
Nanda Kumar Karki, BDO 
Dentam, Dayaram Bista, 
visited the landslide af-
fected area at Bhalukhop, 
Upper Khandu. 

Purna Hang Subba 
has directed the con-
cerned contractor to 
clear the debris to pre-
vent further damage in 
the area.

Mr Subba assured the 
locals of all possible sup-
port and asked them to 
stay vigil this monsoon.

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 18 Jun: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front convened a 

high-level meeting here 
at the party headquarter 
on Friday, and apart from 
other issues, decided to 
celebrate the 30th Kranti 
Diwas of the party on 22 
June virtually in light of 
the current pandemic. 

The meeting, which 
was chaired by SDF se-
nior vice-president [East 
District incharge], DB 
Thapa, also decided to 
observe its annual pro-

gramme of Ten Minutes 
of Earth conceptualized 
by the party president, 
Pawan Chamling in a dif-
ferent manner due to the 
pandemic on 25 June, 
an SDF press release in-
forms.

It is informed that 
senior vice president 
thanked all party work-
ers for working at their 
individual levels to keep 
the party active and as-
serted that the party 
would work strongly in 
the interest of Sikkim 
and its people.  

Calcutta High Court takes up four election 
petitions by Trinamool candidates

ensure safety of healthcare workers, 
strictly implement epidemic 
disease act: Centre to states

Former Assam CM in Delhi amid 
cabinet reshuffle buzz: Report

human Rights body issues notice 
to up govt over chaining of 

elderly prisoner to hospital bed

Odisha logs 
3,806 new 
COVID-19 cases, 
37 more deaths
Bhubaneswar, Jun 18 
(PTI): Odisha reported 
3,806 new COVID-19 cas-
es on Friday, taking the 
tally to 8,70,498, a Health 
Department official said.

Thirty-seven more fa-
talities pushed the toll to 
3,508, he said.

There are 43,338 ac-
tive cases in the state at 
present, and 8,23,599 
people have recovered.

Of the new infections, 
2,172 were detected at 
quarantine centres, while 
the rest 1,634 were local 
contact cases. Khurda 
district, where state capi-
tal Bhubaneswar is locat-
ed, reported the highest 
617 new cases, followed 
by Cuttack (393) and Ja-
jpur (346).

As per the data released 
by the Health Department, 
Khurda, Cuttack, Jajpur and 
Balasore districts were in 
the 'Red Zone' with over 
2,500 active cases and a 
positivity rate of more than 
7.5 per cent.

The state positivity 
rate on Friday was 5.86 
per cent, the official said.

Khurda district re-
ported the highest five 
deaths, followed by Cut-
tack, Jharsugauda and 
Kalahandi (four each). 

Kolkata, 18 Jun [PTI]: 
The Calcutta High Court 
today took up four elec-
tion petitions, apart from 
that of West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee, by four Trinamool 
Congress candidates, 
who lost to BJP nominees 
in the assembly polls, as 
per the results declared 
by the Election Commis-
sion.

The pleas were heard 
before four different 
benches of the high court.

Challenging the elec-
tion of BJP's Biswanath 
Karak from Goghat, Tri-
namool candidate Manas 
Majumdar moved the 
high court.

Justice Suvra Ghosh, 
noting the presence of 
the petitioner in person 
before the court in vir-
tual mode, directed the 

issuance of notice to the 
respondents and fixed 
the matter for hearing on 
July 9.

Taking up Shantiram 
Mahato's petition against 
BJP's Baneswar Ma-
hato, who was declared 
winner by the EC from 
Balarampur, Justice Sub-
hasis Dasgupta said the 
matter will be taken up 
for hearing on July 15.

The court directed 
that pending decision in 
the case, the documents, 
election papers and de-
vices connected with the 
polls under challenge be 
preserved by the author-
ity concerned.

Justice Bibek Chaud-
huri, hearing another pe-
tition by Trinamool can-
didate Alo Rani Sarkar 
challenging the election 
of BJP's Swapan Majum-

dar from Bongaon Dak-
shin, said that notice be 
issued to him within two 
weeks from the date of 
this order, asking him to 
submit affidavit-in-oppo-
sition, if any.

The matter will ap-
pear in the list on July 16.

Hearing in Trinamool 
candidate Sangram Ku-
mar Dolai's petition 
challenging the election 
of Ashoke Dinda from 
Moyna was adjourned by 
Justice Tirthankar Ghosh 
to June 25, when the mat-
ter will be taken up for 
hearing.

Earlier in the day, Jus-
tice Kausik Chanda ad-
journed till June 24 Ma-
mata Banerjee's petition 
for declaring election of 
BJP's Suvendu Adhikari 
from Nandigram null and 
void.

New Delhi, 18 Jun 
[PTI]: The Union Health 
Ministry has urged all 
states and Union Terri-
tories to review in detail 
and ensure prompt steps 
for the safety and wellbe-
ing of healthcare work-
ers while strictly imple-
menting the amended 
Epidemic Disease Act.

Healthcare work-
ers are the most crucial 
resources in COVID-19 
management on all 
fronts, said Joint Secre-
tary in the Union Health 
Ministry Lav Agarwal in a 
letter to additional chief 
secretaries, principal 
secretaries and health 
secretaries of all states 
and Union Territories.

On multiple occa-
sions, the Health Minis-
try has highlighted the 
need to ensure the safety 
and security of health-
care workers at their 
living and working prem-
ises, he said.

"Our endeavours to 
manage COVID-19 are 
replete with examples 
of commitment by our 
healthcare workers at all 
levels. While the country 
at large has applauded 
the efforts of the health 
fraternity, there were 
examples of them being 

stigmatized and even vio-
lence resorted to against 
healthcare workers," the 
officer pointed out.

Recently, there have 
been reports of physi-
cal violence against doc-
tors, healthcare workers 
and other professionals 
particularly from Assam, 
West Bengal and Kar-
nataka, the letter by Mr 
Agarwal stated.

"Such incidents im-
pact the morale of our 
healthcare workforce 
who have shown ex-
emplary commitment 
against all odds in CO-
VID-19 management.

"Considering the im-
portance of the issue, it is 
requested that all states 
may undertake a de-
tailed review and ensure 
that prompt and neces-
sary steps are taken for 
healthcare workers safe-
ty and wellbeing besides 
strict implementation of 
the amended Epidemic 
Disease Act," he said.

The joint secretary in 
the health ministry said 
the Centre had brought 
an ordinance and later 
notified it as an act, 
under which violence 
against healthcare per-
sonnel is a non-bailable 
and cognizable offence.

New Delhi, 18 Jun [PTI]: 
Former Assam chief 
minister Sarbananda So-
nowal is in the national 
capital to meet senior 
BJP leaders, sources told 
news agency PTI. His 
arrival this afternoon 
comes amid speculation 
of an impending reshuf-
fle in the Union Cabinet 
and his possible induc-
tion into it.

Mr Sonowal was chief 
minister of the BJP-led 
Assam government from 
2016 till last month.

Even though the BJP-
led alliance returned to 
power, Sonowal was not 
made chief minister and 
was replaced by Himanta 
Biswa Sarma.

Sarbananda Sonowal 
is likely to meet a few top 
BJP leaders, the sources 
said.

He met Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh at a 
dinner hosted by Assam 
Governor Jagdish Mukhi 
last night in Guwahati.

Mr Sarma was also 
present at the dinner 
held at the Assam Raj 
Bhavan.

There has been spec-
ulation that Mr Sonowal, 
who belongs to Assam's 
indigenous Sonowal-
Kachari tribe, was called 
by the party leadership 
to the national capital for 
consultations ahead of a 
reshuffle of the Narendra 
Modi cabinet.

There were reports 
that Mr Sonowal is one of 

the top contenders for a 
post in the cabinet.

Mr Sarma said re-
cently that before he was 
given the state's top post, 
BJP president JP Nadda 
had said that Mr Sonowal 
would be given a new 
responsibility, without 
specifying what that 
could be.

As Sarbananda So-
nowal ran a government 
successfully for five years 
and helped the party re-
turned to power, there is 
a possibility of him being 
"suitably rehabilitated" 
by the party, the sources 
said.

Even PM Modi had 
acknowledged his con-
tribution to the party and 
the government.

"My valued colleague 
@sarbanandsonwal Ji 
was at the helm of a pro-
people and pro-devel-
opment administration 
over the last five years. 
His contribution towards 
Assam's progress and 
strengthening the party 
in the state is immense," 
PM Modi tweeted on 
May 10, the day Sarma 
was sworn in as the chief 
minister. Among those 
who could be inducted 
into the Modi cabinet in-
clude Congress-turned 
BJP leader Jyotiraditya 
Scindia, former Bihar 
deputy chief minister 
Sushil Modi, representa-
tives from BJP allies JD-U, 
Apna Dal (S), media re-
ports said.

New Delhi, 18 Jun 
[PTI]: The National Hu-
man Rights Commission 
(NHRC) has issued a no-
tice to the Uttar Pradesh 
government over the 
chaining of a 92-year-old 
prisoner to his hospital 
bed during treatment at 
the Etah district hospital, 
officials said on Friday.

The NHRC has sought 
a report from the state 
government within six 
weeks of receipt of the 
notice.

Last month, a photo of 
Baburam Balram Singh, a 
convicted murderer, sit-
ting on a hospital bed 
with an oxygen mask on 
and his feet chained to 
the footboard was posted 
on social media.

An official of the Etah 
district jail was suspend-
ed in connection with the 
incident.

In a statement, the 
NHRC said keeping an 

over 90 years old ill pris-
oner in jail indicates the 
"malfunctioning of the 
Sentence Review Board 
in the state".

"The National Hu-
man Rights Commis-
sion has taken a serious 
view of the chaining of a 
92-year-old prisoner to a 
bed during treatment in 
Etah district hospital, Ut-
tar Pradesh," it said.

Accordingly, the com-
mission has issued a 
notice to the chief sec-
retary, government of 
Uttar Pradesh, seek-
ing a report within six 
weeks from the date of 
its receipt, explaining 
aspects like when the 
last meeting of the Sen-
tence Review Board was 
held, how many cases 
are pending before it and 
in how many cases have 
sentences been com-
muted in 2020 and 2019, 
it said 
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
HEALTH & Family welfare Department

STNM Hospital
Sochakgang, Gangtok

Ref No: 1167/ADM/STNM                    Dated : 18.06.2021

Re- NOTICE INVITING QUOTATION
The sealed quotations are invited from the interested and Registered Medical shop 
located within a radius of 0.5 KM (500 mtrs) from STNM Hospital, Sochakgang, Si-
chey for the supply of Emergency Medicines and Allied items for the Year  2021-22.

Date of issue of Quotation : 24th June 2021 to 28th June 2021.
Date of Submission of Quotation : 6th July 2021 within 12.00 PM.
Date & Time of tender opening : 6th July 2021 at 2.00 PM
Terms and conditions 
1. The quotation form can be obtained from the office  of Senior Accounts Officer, 

STNM Hospital on any working days from 24th June to 28th  June 2021 from 11 AM 
to 3 PM on production of State Bank of Sikkim Challan of Rs.2000/-duly signed by 
Senior AO, STNM Hospital credited under head 0210-01-800other receipts from 11 
AM to 3 PM.

2. The interested Firm should produce  COI/Sikkim Subject/ Residential Cer-
tificate, Valid Drug License, Valid Drug License, Valid Registration Firm, Valid Trade 
License, GST Registration and clearance certificate , Experience certificate and full 
address of the shop at the time of submission of quotation form.

3. The quotation should accompany TDR of Rs. 1,000,00/-(One Lakh) against 
the supply of Emergency medicines and consumables from the State Bank of Sikkim 
in favour of Senior Accounts Officer, STNM Hospital , Sochakgang. The department 
will not be liable to pay the interest on the said amount.

4. The Tender Committee reserves the right to accept or reject any of all quota-
tion without assigning any reason of reasons thereof and reserve to award the work 
to any bidder found competent.

For further information, visit or contact to the office of the undersigned.
Sd/-

PCC Cum Medical Superintendent
STNM Hospital, Sochakgang. 

R.O. No. 70/IPR/Pub/Classi./21-22 
dt. 18.06.2021

NGO provides life insurance 
for frontline workers in Darj

SmRitA khAWAS
Darjeeling, 18 Jun:

Vikrun Foundation 
and the owners of 

Foresta Restaurant, Sneha 
Gupta and Rehan Gupta to-
day handed over life insur-

ance policy having coverage 
of Rs.10 lakh to Darjeel-
ing 102 Ambulance driv-
er, Amir Gurung and his 
team (5 persons). 

We have seen Amir 
Gurung working on 

ground zero from the first 
phase of Covid-19 since 
2020 till now. Amir and his 
team have exposed them-
selves continuously to the 
virus during this pandemic 
because he is not only the 

driver of the ambulance 
that transfers Covid pa-
tients but he and his team 
also cremates victims of 
Covid-19,” said Vikram Rai 
founder and president of 
Vikrun foundation.

He said that they 
plans to secure their lives 
for the long-term so they 
are in talks with other 
donors for renewal of the 
policy every year.

“At the same time we 
will pray that they don't 
need to use this insur-
ance, but life is unpre-
dictable and for that we 
have provided this small 
token of love and appre-
ciation from Vikrun Foun-
dation to the team. In fu-
ture regarding this insur-
ance, if any problem arises 
we will always be there to 
help them,” he added.

DMOH of Darjeeling 
district hospital, Dr Subash-
ish Chanda thanked Vikrun 
foundation for the initiative.

The government also 
provides such insurance 
for frontline workers but 
this particular insurance 
is very comprehensive, 
he mentioned.

vaccination prog completed in 
sripatam and lower gagyong 

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 18 Jun:

Lower Sripatam, Upper 
Sripatam and Lower 

Gagyong Wards under 
Rangang Yangang Con-
stituency in South Sikkim 
have successfully com-
pleted their vaccination 
programme for 18-44 

years age groups today, a 
press release informs. 

The entire pro-
gramme took a week 
(i.e. 11, 12, 16–18 June) 
to complete. The pro-
gramme was a success-
ful one due to the Covid 
Task Force and the co-
operation of public, the 

release mentions. PHSC 
staff, ASHA workers, NYK 
members, staff of ICDS 
and Village Police had a 
prime role to play in this 
drive. 

As per the record, a 
total 862 people were 
vaccinated from these 
three wards. 

why mamata banerjee wants 
judge changed in case 

against suvendu adhikari

Mother of Siddique Kappan, Kerala 
journalist jailed over Hathras, dies

support from all sides needed to nurture economic 
recovery hit by 2nd wave of Covid: rbi guv

Mumbai, Jun 18 (PTI): Reserve Bank 
Governor Shaktikanta Das has pitched 
for policy support from all sides -- fis-
cal, monetary and sectoral -- to nurture 
recovery of the economy hit by the sec-
ond wave of the coronavirus pandemic.

The dent on economic activity due 
to the second wave of the pandemic 
during April-May necessitated continu-
ation of monetary measures to sup-
port the process of economic recovery 
to make it durable, Das had said while 
participating in the meeting of the Mon-
etary Policy Committee (MPC) earlier 
in the month.

"Overall, the second wave of CO-
VID-19 has altered the near-term out-
look, and policy support from all sides 
fiscal, monetary and sectoral is re-
quired to nurture recovery and expe-
dite return to normalcy," Das said, as 
per the minutes of the meeting released 
on Friday.

Going forward, the governor said 
the pace of vaccination and the speed 
with which the second wave can be 
brought under control will have consid-
erable bearing on the evolving growth 
as well the inflation trajectory.

The Reserve Bank remains commit-
ted to undertake pro-active convention-
al and unconventional measures and to 
effectively channelling the systemic li-
quidity to alleviate stress of critical sec-
tors which have borne the brunt of the 
second wave, he said.

Das, and the other five members of 
the MPC -- Shashanka Bhide, Ashima 
Goyal, Jayanth R Varma, Mridul K Sag-
gar and Michael Debabrata Patra -- had 
voted for keeping the policy repo rate 

unchanged at 4.0 per cent. RBI Deputy 
Governor Patra observed that unlike in 
the first wave, supply conditions have 
remained relatively resilient in the sec-
ond wave, but aggregate demand barring 
net exports has been dented and needs 
counter-pandemic policy support.

Even the turnaround in net exports 
is fragile and heavily dependent on the 
strength of the vaccination propelled 
revival in external demand, which may 
be partially offset by the terms of trade 
loss on account of the rise in interna-
tional commodity prices, particularly 
crude oil, he noted.

Patra further said the MPC has cre-
ated the necessary conditions for sup-
porting growth by maintaining the poli-
cy rate at its lowest level ever.

"The onus is on the Reserve Bank to 
operationalize the MPC's guidance on 
an ongoing basis by ensuring congenial 
financial conditions across the system 
as well as for specific sectors, instru-
ments and institutions," he said.

RBI Executive Director Mridul K 
Saggar said the solace is that economic 
growth has not fallen off the cliff in Q1 
as it did a year ago. It is possible that 
that initial GDP estimates do not pro-
vide full visibility and the impact on in-
formal and unorganised economy may 
be deeper, he said.

Also, if the economy does expand by 
9.5 per cent this year, the output level in 
2021-22 will be just 1.6 per cent higher 
than in the pre-pandemic year 2019-
20, he added. He further said inflation 
is expected to stay elevated from the 
target but below the upper tolerance 
level through the year.    

New Delhi, 18 Jun 
[NDTV]: The mother of 
Siddique Kappan - the 
Kerala journalist arrest-
ed in October last year 
while on his way to Uttar 
Pradesh's Hathras to re-
port on the alleged gang-
rape of a Dalit woman 
- has died.

She was over 90 years 
old and had been ill for a 
long time. Her funeral 
will be held today, which 
means Mr Kappan will 
not be able to perform 
her last rites or say good-
bye to her.

Siddique Kappan's 
bail hearing will come 
up before a trial court in 
UP's Mathura on June 22. 

Mr Kappan - whose 
own health and medi-
cal condition is cause 
for concern - last visited 
his mother in February, 
when the Supreme Court 
granted him five days' 
bail.

The court had said Mr 
Kappan could only speak 
to relatives and doctors 
treating his mother. He 
was escorted by cops at 
all times; UP Police was 
ordered to arrange for 

his travel and return. 
Sources said Mr Kappan 
had then told his rela-
tives to arrange an imme-
diate funeral when she 
died. With regard to his 
own health, Mr Kappan 
is a diabetic with blood 
pressure problems.

He also contracted 
COVID-19 while in pris-
on. In April, Kerala Chief 
Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan, state MPs and the 
Editors Guild slammed 
his "inhuman treatment". 
His wife wrote to Chief 
Justice NV Ramana, say-
ing he had been "chained 
like an animal".

The court then or-
dered Mr Kappan shifted 
to AIIMS or any Delhi 
government hospital for 
treatment.

To a complaint from 
the centre that there 
were no free beds in the 
national capital - then 
facing a crisis due to the 
second Covid wave - the 
court said: "You sort it 
out with the govern-
ment".

Mr Kappan and three 
others were heading to 
Hathras to report on the 

alleged gang-rape when 
they were arrested and 
charged in multiple cases 
under the anti-terror law 
UAPA.

UP Police said they 
acted on a tip about "sus-
picious people".

The Kerala Union 
of Working Journalists, 
which moved the Su-
preme Court seeking bail 
for Mr Kappan, has de-
nied allegations against 
him and has alleged he 
has been tortured in jail.

The UP government 
had opposed the bail re-
quest, alleging Mr Kap-
pan masqueraded as a 
journalist from a defunct 
newspaper and that in-
vestigations had uncov-
ered "shocking findings".

Earlier this week the 
Mathura court dropped 
one case - relating to ap-
prehension of breach of 
peace - against Mr Kap-
pan because police failed 
to complete inquiries 
within the six-month 
deadline. They remain in 
jail on UAPA charges of 
sedition, conspiracy and 
raising funds for terror-
ist acts.

Kolkata, 18 Jun 
[NDTV]: Mamata Ba-
nerjee has written to 
the Calcutta High Court 
to ask that her petition 
challenging the election 
of the BJP's Suvendu Ad-
hikari from Bengal's Nan-
digram be re-assigned to 
a different court.

The case is current-
ly assigned to Justice 
Kausik Chanda.

In a letter written on 
behalf of the Chief Minis-
ter by her advocate, and 
delivered to the Chief Jus-
tice of the Calcutta High 
Court on June 16, Ms Ba-
nerjee outlined two rea-
sons for the request.

Justice Chanda was 
associated with the BJP 
in the past, Ms Banerjee's 
letter said, and therefore 
"reasonable apprehen-
sion of bias... in favour of 
the Respondent...", who is 
also from the BJP. 

Ms Banerjee also said 
she "reasonably appre-
hends likelihood of bias" 
because in April she had 
objected to Justice Chan-
da's confirmation as a 
permanent judge at Cal-
cutta High Court.

"... it will lead to a 
situation and perception 
whereby the Honourable 
Judge, in adjudicating the 
matter, may be said to be 
'judge in his own cause'," 
the Chief Minister wrote 
in her letter.

"Justice must not only 
be done; it must also be 
seen to be done," she 
added, as she underlined 
the need to "sustain the 
confidence of the public 
in the judiciary".

Earlier today Trin-
amool Congress MP Derek 
O'Brien raised questions 
about Justice Chanda on 
Twitter. In one tweet he 
shared undated photo-
graphs that appeared to 
show Justice Chanda at a 
meeting of the BJP's legal 
cell; the meeting was also 
attended by the BJP's Ben-
gal chief Dilip Ghosh.

In another he listed 
several cases in which Jus-
tice Chanda as a practising 
lawyer - before he became 
a judge in 2019 - repre-
sented the BJP.

Trinamool's spokes-
person, Kunal Ghosh, 
suggested Justice Chanda 
"likely may have a soft spot 
for (the BJP) unconscious-
ly" and said "perhaps he 
should leave this case". Ms 

Banerjee's petition was 
briefly heard this morning 
by Justice Chanda and ad-
journed to June 24.

Sources said in cases 
related to the Representa-
tion of the People Act the 
petitioner - in this case 
Ms Banerjee - needs to be 
present in court. Other-
wise, the court may dis-
miss the plea.

Mamata Banerjee was 
not present in court today 
and it is not clear if she 
will be next week.

Ms Banerjee had 
moved the courts in May 
to challenge the Nandi-
gram election result. She'd 
contested the seat against 
protege-turned-rival Su-
vendu Adhikari and lost 
by less than 2,000 votes.

She asked for Mr Ad-
hikari's election be de-
clared void on commis-
sion of corrupt practices 
including bribery, promo-
tion of hatred and enmity, 
and seeking of votes on 
the basis of religion.

In addition to Ms Ba-
nerjee, four other Trin-
amool leaders who lost 
their elections also filed 
petitions.

These are Shantiram 
Mahato (from Balaram-
pur), Alorani Sarkar (from 
Moyna), Manas Majumdar 
(from Goghat) and Ashok 
Dinda (from) Bongaon Da-
kshin. In Shantiram Maha-
to's case the court passed 
an order saying all poll-
related documents must 
be kept intact.

May 2 - the day of 
counting of votes - saw 
several twists and turns at 
Nandigram.

Ms Banerjee trailed 
Mr Adhikari for 11 
rounds but the trend 
changed in the next four, 
with margins ranging 
from six to 11,000. Mr 
Adhikari gained in the 
final rounds and was de-
clared winner.

Indicating possible 
irregularities, that very 
evening Ms Banerjee had 
claimed servers were 
down for four hours dur-
ing the counting. She also 
claimed the election offi-
cer had been threatened.

Ms Banerjee had said 
she accepted the verdict 
of the people, but she 
also said she would go 
to the Supreme Court 
over the way the Election 
Commission had con-
ducted the polls.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Mental Health Isolated
Suicide is never the answer, getting help is

Novel Coronavirus is a nasty one. Apart from being so 
new that no medication exists for it, it is also one 

which has made "social distancing" normal. People were 
already growing aloof and disconnected and Covid has 
aggravated the situation. The uncertainty of things, the 
absence of meaningful human engagement and the wor-
rying lack of empathy among those with the responsibil-
ity to make things better is making the situation worse 
for those already struggling with mental ailments. And 
while there is a lot of talk conveying that that this prob-
lem exists, one does not see too much more being done 
to improve things.

There is nothing original in this observation. In fact, 
it has returned often to this newspaper with different 
iterations and in varying degrees of frustration. And yet 
it is posted here, again, because not enough people seem 
to be getting the message in Sikkim. What is more, with 
Covid and the occasional political embarrassment grab-
bing the headlines, even updates on suicides, save the 
token awareness and appeals, are not arriving as often 
as they should.

Suicides have all but vanished from news cycles in 
Sikkim, but it is not as if they are not occurring. It is 
possible that the lockdown restrictions are not seeing 
them reported and even if they are being recorded, not 
making it into news-reports because reporters are busy 
with other stories. That said, even the awareness that 
suicides are occurring should disturb.

As things stand, nothing substantial to addressed the 
situation worsened by lockdowns and isolation is happen-
ing, and fuelled by the societal ennui born from everyone 
preferring to blindside the problem, Sikkim has marched 
on to become the Suicide Capital of the country. As per lat-
est statistics, with a suicide rate of 48.2 per lakh of popu-
lation, Sikkim has among the highest suicide rates in the 
country. The country on the whole has a suicide rate of 
10.8. Sikkim’s condition is obviously worrying.

Returning to the theme, it is not enough to accept 
that suicide is not the answer because that automatical-
ly requires one to address the need to make help acces-
sible. For that to happen, people on the brink and those 
around them need to know whom to approach for Help. 
Even if the infrastructure is highly insufficient to meet 
the amount of SOS calls individual situations are ringing 
out in Sikkim, the first step has to be to sensitise people 
about where to go when they notice suicidal tendencies 
in themselves or those around them. Hopefully, with 
the demand, the infrastructure will also be forced to in-
crease and improve. Sikkim has not even taken the first 
step yet. There is a suicide helpline yes, but this project 
is obviously handicapped by the lack of adequate pro-
motion and awareness among the at-risk population. 

Even though there is no data to support any specula-
tions to explain the high suicide rate in Sikkim, it would 
be safe to agree that suicides rarely occur out of the blue. 
Enough warning signs are let out, perhaps even failed bids. 
Counselling and medical attention should come automati-
cally for such cases. This obviously rarely happens.

Given the ignorance that the society here feigns on 
its role towards containing suicides, let this one be lit-
tered with clichés. “Suicide is a permanent solution to 
a temporary problem”. Few statements are truer than 
this, because the problems facing suicidal situations, 
whether they are situational or medical, are tempo-
rary. Compassionate counselling and proper medication 
can resolve these situations, but that requires societal 
involvement, not just to inform more people about the 
temporariness of the situation, but also about the access 
to medical help. Societal involvement is also necessary 
to end the stigma that the society still attaches to psychi-
atric conditions. This inhibits victims and their families 
from approaching a psychiatrist even when they know 
that a visit is necessary. It is not rare for families to re-
ject such notions because at a subconscious level they 
are worried about the ‘scandal’ that such a visit could 
trigger in the circles they move in. The hesitation proves 
fatal in many cases. 

What is worse, the ‘shame’ of a suicide ends up with 
families covering up the cause of death, which denies 
the survivors [the family left behind and even failed sui-
cide attempt victims] from receiving counselling that 
could save more among them from taking recourse to 
suicide. It is a messy situation, and definitely one that is 
made worse more by societal indifference than the lack 
of adequate medical infrastructure.

Writing Can Improve Mental 
Health – Here’s How

‘nepal variant’: what we’ve learned so far

ChRiStiNA thAtCheR
theconversation.com

Ernest Hemingway famously said that writers 
should “write hard and clear about what hurts”. 

Although Hemingway may not have known it at 
the time, research has now shown that writ-
ing about “what hurts” can help improve our 
mental health.

There are more than 200 studies that 
show the positive effect of writing on mental 
health. But while the psychological benefits 
are consistent for many people, researchers 
don’t completely agree on why or how writ-
ing helps.

One theory suggests that bottling up emo-
tions can lead to psychological distress. It 
stands to reason, then, that writing might in-
crease mental health because it offers a safe, 
confidential and free way to disclose emo-
tions that were previously bottled up.

However, recent studies have begun to 
show how an increase in self-awareness, 
rather than simply disclosing emotions, could 
be the key to these improvements in mental 
health.

In essence, self-awareness is being able 
to turn your attention inward towards the self. By 
turning our attention inward, we can become more 
aware of our traits, behaviour, feelings, beliefs, val-
ues and motivations.

Research suggests that becoming more self-
aware can be beneficial in a variety of ways. It can 
increase our confidence and encourage us to be 
more accepting of others. It can lead to higher job 
satisfaction and push us to become more effective 
leaders. It can also help us to exercise more self-
control and make better decisions aligned with our 
long-term goals.

Self-awareness is a spectrum and, with prac-
tice, we can all improve. Writing might be particu-
larly helpful in increasing self-awareness because 
it can be practised daily. Rereading our writing can 
also give us a deeper insight into our thoughts, feel-
ings, behaviour and beliefs.

Here are three types of writing which can im-
prove your self-awareness and, in turn, your men-
tal health:

EXPRESSIVE WRITING
Expressive writing is often used in therapeu-

tic settings where people are asked to write about 
their thoughts and feelings related to a stressful 
life event. This type of writing aims to help emo-
tionally process something difficult.

Research shows that expressive writing can 

enhance self-awareness, ultimately decreasing 
depressive symptoms, anxious thoughts and per-
ceived stress.

REFLECTIVE WRITING
Reflective writing is regularly used in profes-

sional settings, often as a way to help nurses, doc-

tors, teachers, psychologists and social workers 
become more effective at their jobs. Reflective 
writing aims to give people a way to assess their 
beliefs and actions explicitly for learning and de-
velopment.

Writing reflectively requires a person to ask 
themselves questions and continuously be open, 
curious and analytical. It can increase self-aware-
ness by helping people learn from their experienc-
es and interactions. This can improve professional 
and personal relationships as well as work perfor-
mance, which are key indicators of good mental 
health.

CREATIVE WRITING
Poems, short stories, novellas and novels are 

all considered forms of creative writing. Usually, 
creative writing employs the imagination as well 
as, or instead of, memory, and uses literary devices 
like imagery and metaphor to convey meaning.

Writing creatively offers a unique way to ex-
plore thoughts, feelings, ideas and beliefs. For 
instance, you could write a science fiction nov-
el that represents your concerns about climate 
change or a children’s story that speaks to your 
beliefs about friendship. You could even write a 
poem from the perspective of an owl as a way to 
represent your insomnia.

Writing creatively about challenging experienc-

es, like grief, can also offer a way to communicate 
to others something which you feel is too compli-
cated or difficult to say directly.

Creative writing encourages people to choose 
their words, metaphors and images in a way that 
really captures what they’re trying to convey. This 

creative decision-making can lead to increased 
self-awareness and self-esteem as well as im-
proved mental health.

WRITING FOR SELF-AWARENESS
Self-awareness is a key component for good 

mental health and writing is a great place to start.
Why not take some time to write down your 

feelings about a particularly stressful event that 
has happened during the pandemic? Or reflect on a 
difficult work situation from the last year and con-
sider what you have learned from it?

If you prefer to do something more creative, 
then try responding to this prompt by writing a 
poem or story:

Think about the ways your home reveals the 
moment we are currently in. Is your pantry packed 
with flour? Do you have new objects or pets in your 
home to stave off loneliness or boredom? What you 
can see from your window that reveals something 
about this historic moment?

Each of these writing prompts will give you 
a chance to reflect on this past year, ask yourself 
important questions, and make creative choices. 
Spending just 15 minutes doing this may give you 
an opportunity to become more self-aware – which 
could lead to improvements in your mental health.

[the writer is Creative Writing Lecturer, 
Cardiff Metropolitan University]

SAlly CutleR
theconversation.com

When Portugal was recently re-
moved from England’s green 

list for travel, the UK transport sec-
retary, Grant Shapps, blamed it on a 
new coronavirus variant. “There’s a 
sort of Nepal mutation of the Indian 
variant which has been detected,” he 
said in a recent interview.

This was the first time most peo-
ple had heard of a “Nepal mutation”. 
Indeed, the World Health Organiza-
tion said that it is “not aware of any 
new variant of SARS-CoV-2 being de-
tected in Nepal”.

And, according to Public Health 
England (PHE), there is no “Nepal 
variant of interest” or “variant of con-
cern”. So what is this variant Shapps 
is speaking of? Does it even exist?

The “Nepal variant” turns out to 
be the delta variant – the one first de-
tected in India and currently making 
up over 90% of cases in the UK – plus 

a mutation known as K417N. The 
K417N mutation is in the spike pro-
tein (the mushroom-shaped projec-
tion on the surface of the coronavirus 
that helps it to enter human cells).

The first five cases in England 
were sequenced on April 26 2021, 
according to a recent PHE report, and 
were contacts of travellers to Nepal 
and Turkey.

At the latest count, there are 36 
cases of the “Nepal variant” in Eng-
land. Most of the cases are in younger 
people, with two cases in people 60 
or over. Out of the 36 cases, 11 were 
“travel associated” (six travellers and 
five cases among contacts of travel-
lers).

The vaccination status of 27 of 
the 36 recorded “Nepal variant” cases 
were known, and the records showed 
that 18 cases were in people who 
weren’t vaccinated. Only two cases 
were in people who had received 
both vaccine doses and had more 
than two weeks between the second 

dose before being tested positive. No 
deaths from this variant have been 
recorded.

WHY THE CONCERN?
Despite the low number of cases 

of the “Nepal variant”, what has got 
people concerned is that it is the com-
bination of the highly successful delta 
variant (which has killed hundreds of 
thousands of people in India) plus 
the K417N mutation, which is found 
in the beta variant – the variant first 
detected in South Africa, and gamma, 
the variant first detected in Brazil.

Although the beta variant 
doesn’t appear to be anywhere near 
as transmissible as the delta vari-
ant (look how quickly it took over 
from the alpha variant in the UK), it 
is beta’s K417N mutation that is be-
lieved to help the virus dodge neu-
tralising antibodies – a vital part 
of our immune system’s defences. 
This means it can make vaccines 
and antibody drugs less effective, 
and increase the risk of reinfec-

tion, as happened on a large scale 
in Manaus, Brazil, with the gamma 
variant.

So you can see why PHE is keep-
ing a close eye on the situation. How-
ever, without epidemiological and 
laboratory evidence that the “Nepal 
variant” is more transmissible, viru-
lent or better able to evade vaccines 
than the delta variant, say, the “Nepal 
variant” will remain off the worry list 
– at least for now.

How this will play out in the next 
few weeks and months, though, is 
anyone’s guess. But one thing is sure: 
if delta plus K417N does join the 
World Health Organization or PHE’s 
list of variants of concern, it will not 
be called the “Nepal variant”. It will 
be designated a Greek letter. Vari-
ant names that stigmatise countries 
are being phased out, but perhaps 
Shapps didn’t get the memo.

[the writer is Professor, 
Medical Microbiology, 

University of East London]
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Tourism is Nepal’s fourth largest industry 
by employment, analytical study shows

SANgAm pRASAiN
Kathmandu, 18 Jun [Kathman-
duPost]: Tourism is Nepal's fourth 
largest industry by employment, ac-
cording to a new study.

The analytical study on tour-
ism released by the Central Bureau 
of Statistics recently shows that 
Nepal’s tourism industry provides 
371,140 jobs. This represents 11.5 
percent of persons engaged in all in-
dustries in the country.

The largest industry by employ-
ment is wholesale and retail trade 
which accounts for 30.6 percent of 
the total employment in the country, 
followed by education with 15.9 per-
cent and manufacturing with 15.8 
percent.

According to the report, Bagmati 
Province, which includes Kathman-
du Valley, accounts for the largest 
number of tourism personnel in the 
country, 161,674 persons or 43.6 
percent.

Province 1 comes second with an 
employment number of 56,782 per-
sons or 15.3 percent. Lumbini and 
Gandaki provinces employ 47,827 
and 47,447 persons, respectively.

Sudurpaschim Province has 
17,195 tourism workers, Karnali has 
14,123 tourism workers and Prov-
ince 2 has 26,092 tourism workers.

According to the report, the num-
ber of people engaged in restaurants 
and mobile food service activities is 
243,790 or 65.7 percent, followed 
by short-term accommodation ac-
tivities or the hotel industry with 
76,010 people or 20.5 percent.

The country's airlines employ 
2,750 people, and 17,899 people are 
engaged in beverage selling activi-
ties. Travel agencies provide 13,223 
jobs.

The number of establishments 
in the tourism industry is 134,832, 

making up 14.6 percent of all estab-
lishments in Nepal.

Bagmati Province has the largest 
number of 49,234 tourism establish-
ments, accounting for 36.5 percent 
of all establishments in the tourism 
industry. The major tourist attrac-
tions of the province are the cultural 
heritage of Kathmandu Valley and 
Chitwan National Park.

Province 1 has 24,900 tourism 
establishments with Everest Na-
tional Park and Ilam being the main 
draws for visitors. The number of 
establishment in Gandaki Prov-
ince is 16,412 with Pokhara Valley, 
Mt Machhapuchchhre, Annapurna 
range and Gorkha being the major 
attracting factors for tourists.

Lumbini Province has 19,211 
tourism establishments and its key 
allures are Lumbini and Banke and 
Bardia national parks. Rara and 
Shey Phoksundo national parks are 
the major sites of Karnali Province 

which has 6,351 tourism establish-
ments.

Sudurpaschim Province has 
7,604 establishments with Khaptad 
National Park and Shukla Phanta 
National Park being its key destina-
tions. There are 11,120 tourism es-
tablishments in Province 2 where 
Parsa Wildlife Reserve and Janakpur 
are the major tourism sites.

Nepal’s hospitality industry grew 
rapidly in the last decade with an in-
creased number of arrivals.

The report said that the number 
of tourist standard hotels rose by 
54.3 percent between 2012-13 and 
2019-20 while the number of star 
hotels increased by 29 percent dur-
ing the same period.

The number of beds in tourist 
standard hotels and star hotels rose 
by 40.9 and 38.2 percent respective-
ly during the review period. In total, 
the number of beds increased by 39 
percent from 31,657 in 2012-13 to 

43,999 in 2019-20.
The tourism industry's contri-

bution to the national economy and 
employment has been swelling. Its 
contribution to the national gross 
domestic product (GDP) and em-
ployment stood at 6.7 percent and 
6.9 percent in 2019, the report said.

However, Nepal's tourism indus-
try has not necessarily achieved its 
full growth potential, the report said.

Due to a surge in tourist arriv-
als, the amount of foreign exchange 
earnings from tourism also jumped 
from Rs11.71 billion in 2000-01 to 
Rs75.80 billion in 2017-18. Tourism 
revenue in 2017-18 was equivalent 
to 9.9 percent of the total foreign ex-
change earnings that year.

The number of international 
tourists in Nepal has been increas-
ing over the years. Arrivals more 
than doubled from 464,000 in 2000 
to 1.17 million in 2018.

According to the study, 60.7 per-

cent of tourism establishments had 
male managers while 39.2 percent 
of them had female managers. The 
number of establishments with fe-
male managers in the tourism indus-
try is the highest among all estab-
lishments in Nepal.

“Among all provinces, Province 
2 has the lowest proportion of fe-
male managers (19.3 percent) while 
Province 1 has the highest (50.1 per-
cent),” the report said. Accommo-
dation and food service businesses 
have a higher proportion of female 
managers.

The report said that only 38.2 
percent of the establishments in the 
tourism industry were registered.

The proportion of registered es-
tablishments is low in food and bev-
erages service activities since these 
micro scale businesses are operating 
without registration knowingly or 
unknowingly, although laws require 
any business to be registered.

29 new cases take COVID-19 
tally of Andamans to 7,335Arunachal 

reports 
295 new 
COVID-19 
cases
Itanagar, Jun 18 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh re-
ported 295 new COVID-19 
cases on Friday, taking the 
tally to 32,483, a senior 
health official said.

The toll rose to 158 as 
three women succumbed 
to the disease in the past 
two days, the official said.

The women, who had 
comorbidities, were from 
Capital Complex Region 
and Changlang, State Sur-
veillance Officer (SSO) Dr 
Lobsang Jampa said.

Capital Complex Re-
gion reported the highest 
number of fresh cases at 
37, followed by Chang-
lang (36), West Kameng 
and Kurung Kumey (27 
each), he said.

The new cases were 
detected after testing 
6,469 samples. While 
283 cases were detected 
through rapid antigen 
tests, nine were found 
through RT-PCR and 
three via TrueNat meth-
od, the official said.

There are 2,713 ac-
tive cases in the state at 
present, he said. In the 
last 24 hours, 389 pa-
tients recovered. The to-
tal number of recoveries 
in the state is 29,612.

Melamchi project headworks buried 
in mud, extent of damage unknown

302 new 
COVID-19 
cases push 
Mizoram's 
tally to 
16,437
Aizawl, Jun 18 (PTI): 
At least 302 more people 
tested positive for CO-
VID-19 in Mizoram, tak-
ing the tally in the state 
to 16,437, an official said 
on Friday.

Aizawl district re-
ported the highest num-
ber of fresh cases at 224, 
followed by Lawngtlai 
district (33) and Lunglei 
district (20), he said. The 
remaining cases were 
registered in Mamit, 
Hnahthial, Khawzawl 
and Kolasib districts.

Sixty-two children 
are among the new pa-
tients, the official said.

The fresh cases were 
detected from 4,395 
sample tests for COV-
ID-19, and the single-day 
positivity ratio stood at 
6.87 per cent. Nine new 
patients have travel his-
tory, he said. Of the 302 
coronavirus-positive pa-
tients, 174 have devel-
oped symptoms of the 
infection.

Mizoram now has 
3,732, active cases, while 
12,630 people have re-
covered from the disease 
and 75 died.

The northeastern 
state has so far conduct-
ed 4,46,415 sample tests 
for COVID-19. Accord-
ing to State Immunisa-
tion Officer Dr Lalzawmi, 
3,51,951 people have 
been inoculated with 
53,502 of them having 
received both doses of 
the vaccine till Thursday.

CHANDAN KUMAR MANDAL
Kathmandu, 18 Jun [Kathman-
duPost]: Tuesday’s destructive 
Melamchi flooding, attributed 
to a sudden bursting of the river 
blocked by landslides triggered by 
incessant rainfall, has caused sig-
nificant damage to the Melamchi 
Water Supply Project.

The monsoon mayhem left 
behind a trail of devastation in 
Melamchi Municipality and nearby 
areas of Sindhupalchok district.

As floodwaters started gush-
ing into settlements, hundreds 
of families were displaced in the 
Melamchi Bazar area, where the 
mud brought by the floodwaters 
buried homes as high as first the 
first floor.

Sindhupalchok district author-
ities, on Thursday afternoon, con-
firmed that three persons, includ-
ing two Chinese and one Indian 
died, whereas 17 others, including 
two Indians and one Chinese, are 
still missing.

According to Rajendra Prasad 
Pant, spokesperson for the Melam-
chi Water Supply Development 
Board, which manages the project, 
the national pride project has suf-
fered huge losses due to the flood.

“The flood, which is believed 
to have occurred due to landslides 
upstream, also affected the Melam-
chi project site. The flood brought 
mudflow that has buried the head-
works site at Ambathan area,” said 
Pant, who is also a senior divi-
sional engineer. “Most of the head-
works area looks buried in debris. 
The right section of the headworks 
looks intact whereas the left sec-
tion looks mostly buried in mud.”

Headworks include the struc-
tures constructed on the river for 
diverting the river water towards 
the tunnel or canal.

Besides the damage to the 
headworks structure, other tem-
porary structures like camps for 
construction workers and con-
crete and Bailey bridges have been 
swept by the floods.

However, the Melamchi project 
authority has yet to fully estimate 
the scale of damage, which can run 
into several millions. “We do not 

know the scale of damage caused 
to the headworks, which remain 
buried in mud, and other struc-
tures. It is not possible to calcu-
late the loss until the floodwaters 
recede,” said Pant. “The floodwa-
ters, however, have not caused any 
damage to the main tunnel, whose 
gates were closed.”

The main tunnel, which ferries 
water from the Melamchi river to 
the Kathmandu Valley, that lies 
nearly 800 metres from the head-
works area has suffered damage. 
Before the 26.3-km main tunnel, 
there is a 298-metre adit tunnel—
the gateway to the main tunnel. 

The muddy water has blocked 
the entrance of the adit tunnel, ac-
cording to Pant.

The flood has damaged a con-
crete bridge at the Ambathan adit 
and two other Bailey bridges, 
which were temporarily erected to 
support construction activities.

“Besides these structures, 
construction materials and other 
equipment stored at the camp 
have also been washed away by 
the floods. The electricity supply 
remains cut off,” said Pant. “Pre-
liminary estimates show the loss is 
substantial.”

The flood has not only impact-
ed the first phase of the Melamchi 
project, which aims to supply 170 
million litres of drinking water 
daily to the Kathmandu Valley, but 
also the second phase of the proj-
ect that plans to bring in an ad-
ditional 170 million litres per day 
each from the Yangri and Larke 
rivers. Access roads built along 
the Indrawati River for the phase 
2 project have also been dam-
aged and the construction of three 
bridges along the Dhap-Thulo Bho-
tang section have been affected. 
Construction materials and equip-
ment meant for the construction 
of the bridges have been washed 
away. The major obstacle in cal-
culating the impact of the flood 
damage is the damaged roads that 
have made it difficult to reach the 
project site.

“Visiting the project site by 
road looks impossible at present,” 
said Pant. “Once the floodwaters 

recede, we will start repairing the 
roads. This means more resources 
are immediately required for road 
repair, which is going to take time.”

As many as 76 people were 
rescued from the campsite near 
the headworks area and brought 
to Kathmandu and Dhulikhel. Ac-
cording to a statement issued by 
the Melamchi Board, on Wednes-
day evening, at least eight workers 
are missing. The Melamchi Water 
Supply Project had been lately 
working to complete the remain-
ing work at the headworks site. For 
this, the project, which had already 
diverted the Melamchi water and 
started supplying to the Kathman-
du Valley, on Tuesday, began flush-
ing out the water from the tunnel 
for inspection. Flushing out of the 
water started from Sundarijal side 
and blocked any more water inside 
the tunnel, which meant the clo-
sure of tunnel gates.

According to officials, the coin-
cidental closing of gates hours be-
fore the floodwaters reached the 
project site averted damage that 
could have been even worse.

“We had hoped that the re-
maining work on the headworks 
would be completed within a two-
month period, which we have set 
for inspecting the tunnel,” said 
Pant. “Had the floodwaters entered 
the main tunnel, it would have 
been blocked by mud and cleanup 
would take several months. The 
cleanup work would be even more 
difficult as the contractors have al-
ready taken away the heavy equip-
ment, which could require nearly 
six months to assemble.”

As per the plan, in the two-
month period, the water from the 
tunnel would be released first from 
the Sundarijal site and then from 
Gyalthum and Ambathan. Currently, 
200 litres of water per second is be-
ing released from Sundarijal.

Once all the water has been 
flushed out from the tunnel, fol-
lowed by an inspection by experts, 
and completion of remaining work 
at the headworks site, the govern-
ment planned to regularly supply 
Melamchi water to household taps 
in the Kathmandu Valley. 

Port Blair, Jun 18 (PTI): 
The COVID-19 caseload 
in Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands rose to 7,335 as 
29 more people tested 
positive for the disease 
in the Union Territory, a 
health department offi-
cial said on Friday.

All the new patients 
were detected during 
contact tracing, he said.

The death toll re-
mained at 127 as no new 
fatality due to the infec-
tion was reported in the 
last 24 hours, the official 
said.

At least 25 more peo-
ple were cured of the dis-
ease during the period, 
taking the total number 

of recoveries in the archi-
pelago to 7,104.

The Union Territory 
now has 104 active cases.

South Andaman is the 
worst-affected district 
as it currently has 101 
active cases. In view of 
the detection of several 
COVID-19 cases in Little 
Andaman, several areas 
are brought under con-
tainment zones, the offi-
cial said.

South Andaman dis-
trict Deputy Commis-
sioner Suneel Anchipaka 
appealed to people to un-
derstand the severity of 
the infection and urged 
them to follow all COVID 
protocols. He mentioned 

that people should re-
strict inter-island move-
ment so that the admin-
istration can contain the 
spread of the disease.

The DC along with 
his team and doctors are 
supposed to visit Little 
Andaman during the day 
to assess the situation 
there, the official said.

The local administra-
tion has been strict to 
contain the spread of the 
disease and has adopted 
an approach of tracking, 
testing and treating, he 
said, adding that people 
arriving here from the 
mainland are mandato-
rily required to undergo 
COVID test. 
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Bucks bounce back to beat 
Nets 104-89 and force Game 7

MILWAUKEE (AP): Khris 
Middleton and the Milwaukee 
Bucks refused to fold under 
pressure and wouldn’t allow 
Kevin Durant to produce one 
more remarkable comeback 
that could end their second-
round playoff series.

Middleton set a ca-
reer playoff high with 38 
points,GiannisAntetokounmpo 
added 30 and the Milwaukee 
Bucks never trailed in a 104-89 
victory over the Brooklyn Nets 
on Thursday night to force a 
decisive seventh game.

Game 7 will be Saturday 
night in Brooklyn. The home 
team has won each of the first 
six games in this series.

“We don’t think about any 
type of pressure at all,” Mid-
dleton said. “It’s a basketball 
game. It’s as simple as that. 
I know it’s lose-or-go-home, 
but at the same time, it’s just 
basketball. You’ve got to have 
fun with it. Those moments 
are fun, you know, when the 
game’s on the line.”

Milwaukee bounced back 
two nights after blowing a 
17-point lead in a 114-108 
Game 5 loss at Brooklyn that 
featured an epic 49-point, 
17-rebound, 10-assist perfor-
mance from Durant.

The Bucks shot just 7 of 33 
from 3-point range but made 
up for it by outscoring the Nets 
26-4 in fast-break points.

“It definitely hurt us,” Nets 
coach Steve Nash said of the 
fast-break points. “That’s 
where they’re really strong. I 
thought we had some prob-
lems getting back in transition. 
” Durant occasionally seemed 
on the verge of leading the Nets 
back once again Thursday.

He scored 10 straight Nets 
points during one third-quar-
ter stretch as Brooklyn nar-
rowed a 14-point deficit to five. 
He sparked a 10-0 run early in 

the fourth quarter that got the 
margin down to five again.

Each time, Middleton re-
sponded by making a basket or 
getting to the free-throw line.

“You know in those mo-
ments, he’s going to make the 
right play,” Antetokounmpo 
said. “We know that when he 
feels good, we’ve got to give 
him the ball.” Middleton shot 
11 of 16 from the floor and 11 
of 12 on free-throw attempts 
and had 10 rebounds, five as-
sists and five steals. Antetok-
ounmpo shot 12 of 20 and had 
17 rebounds. Jrue Holiday add-
ed 21 points, eight rebounds 
and five assists.

Durant had 32 points and 
11 rebounds. James Harden 
added 16 points for Brook-
lyn but still looked as though 
he was at far less than full 
strength in his second game 
since returning from a ham-
string injury.

Harden had left Game 1 in 
the opening minute with right 
hamstring tightness and re-

turned in Game 5 but shot 1 of 
10 and scored just five points.

“I’m out there to do what-
ever it takes to win,” Harden 
said. “I’ve got to be better on 
both ends of the ball, which I 
will be in Game 7.” The Bucks 
owned a 14-point lead early in 
the second half before Durant 
again sparked a third-quarter 
comeback.

Brooklyn cut Milwaukee’s 
lead to 72-67 with 1:27 left in 
the third when Harden made 
two free throws after get-
ting fouled on a 3-point shot. 
Middleton restored Milwau-
kee’s double-digit advantage 
by scoring the last six points 
of the third quarter, including a 
putback at the buzzer.

Milwaukee extended the 
lead to 15 early in the fourth 
quarter, but Brooklyn stormed 
back again with 10 straight 
points, as Joe Harris’ 3-pointer 
made it 82-77 with 8:41 left. 
Middleton again responded, 
drawing a foul on Harris while 
shooting a 3-pointer and mak-

ing all three free throws.
“He’s a shot maker,” Du-

rant said. “You see the shot go 
through the basket, you get 
more confidence. He made 
timely shots for them.”

Middleton’s free throws 
started a 14-0 run that includ-
ed seven points from Antetok-
ounmpo. The two-time MVP 
capped the spurt by convert-
ing an offensive rebound into a 
dunk with 6:24 left.

That dunk pretty much 
guaranteed these teams would 
be meeting again Saturday. 
Both teams removed their 
starters with over 4 1/2 min-
utes remaining. As the Bucks 
and Nets headed into their re-
spective locker rooms after the 
final buzzer sounded, a jubi-
lant Fiserv Forum crowd cele-
brated while the Beastie Boys’ 
“No Sleep Till Brooklyn” played 
over the loudspeaker.

“As I’ve said all year long, 
we’re built for this moment, 
simple as that,” Antetokounmpo 
said. “Nobody says it’s going to 

be easy. It might be hard. But 
we’re capable of doing it.”

TIP-INS
Nets: The Nets used their 

41st different starting lineup 
(Durant, Harden, Harris, Blake 
Griffin and Jeff Green) of the 
season. They’ve used four differ-
ent starting lineups in 11 playoff 
games. … Durant is one of only 
two players to score at least 30 
points against the Bucks at least 
seven times in a season (regular 
season and playoffs combined). 
Michael Jordan had seven games 
of at least 30 points against Mil-
waukee in 1989-90.

Bucks: Middleton was 5 of 
8 from 3-point range. His team-
mates were a combined 2 of 25. 
... The Bucks are 5-0 against the 
Nets at home this season and 
own a 5-0 overall home playoff 
record. They’re 12-2 all-time 
in playoff games at Fiserv Fo-
rum. … Antetokounmpo has 10 
straight playoff double-doubles 
and four consecutive playoff 
games with at least 30 points 
and 10 rebounds.

Denmark wants to pay supporters 
back after eriksen tribute

Nadal, Osaka both out for 
Wimbledon; she'll go to Olympics
Washington, Jun 18 (AP): Rafael 
Nadal and Naomi Osaka are sitting out 
Wimbledon, leaving the oldest Grand 
Slam tennis tournament without two 
of the sport's biggest stars as it returns 
after being canceled last year because 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

Nadal, a two-time champion at the 
All England Club, announced via a se-
ries of social media posts Thursday that 
he would also miss the Tokyo Olympics 
to rest and recover after listening to my 
body.

The goal, the 35-year-old Spaniard 
said, is to prolong my career and con-
tinue to do what makes me happy.

Osaka's agent, Stuart Duguid, said 
Thursday in an email that the four-time 
Grand Slam champion does plan to 
head to the Summer Games after skip-
ping Wimbledon.

She is taking some personal time 
with friends and family, Duguid 
wrote. She will be ready for the 
Olympics and is excited to play in 
front of her home fans.

Osaka is a 23-year-old who was 
born in Japan to a Japanese mother and 
Haitian father; the family moved to the 
United States when she was 3 and she is 
still based there.

Osaka has been ranked No. 1 and is 
currently No. 2; she is the highest-earn-
ing female athlete and was the 2020 AP 
Female Athlete of the Year. She is 14-3 
this season, including a title at the Aus-
tralian Open in February.

Last month, Osaka was fined 15,000 
when she didn't speak to reporters af-
ter her first-round victory at the French 
Open. The next day, Osaka pulled out of 
the tournament entirely, saying she ex-
periences huge waves of anxiety before 
meeting with the media and revealing 
she has suffered long bouts of depres-
sion.

In a statement posted on Twitter at 
the time, she said she would take some 
time away from the court now, but 
when the time is right I really want to 
work with the Tour to discuss ways we 

can make things better for the players, 
press and fans.

Osaka has played at Wimbledon 
three times, twice exiting in the third 
round and losing in the first round in 
2019.

Another Grand Slam title winner, 
2020 U.S. Open champion Dominic 
Thiem, tweeted Thursday that he will 
not go to the Olympics, saying: I don't 
feel ready to play my best in Tokyo.

Wimbledon, which was called off 
in 2020 for the first time since World 
War II because of COVID-19 concerns, 
begins main-draw play on June 28. The 
Olympic tennis competition opens on 
July 24.

Nadal lost to Novak Djokovic in four 
grueling sets that lasted more than four 
hours in the semifinals of the French 
Open last week just the third loss for 
Nadal in 108 career matches at Roland 
Garros, where he has won a record 13 
championships.

That defeat ended Nadal's 35-match 
winning streak at the clay-court major 
tournament and his bid for a fifth con-
secutive title there.

Nadal is tied with Roger Federer for 
the most Grand Slam titles won by a 
man with 20; Djokovic went on to win 
the French Open on Sunday for his 19th 
major. Nadal's Slam total includes tro-
phies at Wimbledon in 2008 and 2010. 
He also owns two Olympic gold medals, 
in singles at the 2008 Beijing Games 
and in doubles with Marc Lopez at the 
2016 Rio de Janeiro Games, where Nad-
al was Spain's flag bearer at the open-
ing ceremony.

In 2012, Nadal pulled out of the 
London Olympics and the U.S. Open be-
cause of knee tendinitis.

Nadal said having only two weeks 
between the end of the French Open 
and the start of Wimbledon this year 
normally there are three, but play in 
Paris was delayed a week because of 
COVID-19 concerns didn't make it eas-
ier for him to recover from the always 
demanding clay-court season. 

COPENHAGEN (AP): Af-
ter a stirring tribute to 
Christian Eriksen and a 
”magical” atmosphere 
created by their fans, 
Denmark’s players want 
to pay their supporters 
back at the European 
Championship.

They have one last 
chance to do so when 
they face Russia in Co-
penhagen on Monday, 
knowing a win could 
still be enough to see 
them through to the next 
round at Euro 2020.

The Denmark team on 
Friday was still process-
ing the many emotions 
from its game against 
Belgium at Parken Stadi-
um the previous evening, 
when a raucous crowd 
paid tribute to Eriksen 
with a minute’s applause 
after 10 minutes. Den-
mark took an early lead 
in the game but Belgium 
launched a second-half 
comeback to win 2-1.

”That atmosphere 
and that support, it was 
something I’ve never ex-
perienced before,” Den-
mark midfielder Pierre-
Emile Hojbjerg said. ”It 
was exceptional and very, 
very powerful. So many 
people have supported 

us. Now all you want to 
do, for everything in the 
world, is to pay them 
back with everything you 
have. And that’s what 
we’re going to do on 
Monday.”

The Belgium game 
was Denmark’s first 
match since Eriksen suf-
fered cardiac arrest in 
the opener against Fin-
land and had to be resus-
citated with a defibrilla-
tor. Even after the loss, 
the Danish players were 
serenaded and given a 
standing ovation by the 
entire stadium.

Denmark coach 
Kasper Hjulmand said 
it was ”overwhelming” 
to feel the support from 
fans, all the way from the 
team’s training base out-
side Copenhagen to the 
stadium.

”To come into Parken 
and feel the energy, it was 
magical,” Hjulmand said. 
”The stadium helped us 
deliver the way we did 
yesterday.”

Denmark lost to Fin-
land 1-0 after play was 
resumed following a 
90-minute break. But 
even with zero points af-
ter two games, Denmark 
still has a realistic chance 

of advancing from Group 
B. A win over Russia 
could be enough if Bel-
gium beats Finland.

”Now we have to fin-
ish the job on Monday,” 
Hojbjerg said.

Hjulmand said he 
could scarcely believe 
that his team has zero 
points after finishing 
with 23 shots in the first 
game compared to one 
for Finland. Against Bel-
gium, the Danes had 22 
total attempts to six for 
their opponents.

”Of course it’s about 
having that final sharp-
ness and putting the ball 
in the net,” Hjulmand 
said. The Danish soccer 
federation said Thursday 
that Eriksen will be fit-
ted with an implantable 
device that can function 
as both a pacemaker and 
defibrillator. He has been 
in touch regularly with 
his teammates and sent 
them a message of sup-
port after the Belgium 
game.

And there’s no doubt 
that Denmark will con-
tinue playing for him.

”He’s with us all the 
time. He is with us here,” 
Hojbjerg said, touching 
his chest.

Tour de France to 
hold women''s cycling 

race in July 2022
Paris, Jun 18 (AP): 
A women's version of 
the Tour de France will 
be held in 2022 with a 
start on Paris' iconic 
Champs-Elysees boule-
vard after the conclu-
sion of the men's race, 
organizers announced.

The Tour de France 
Femmes aims to be-
come a permanent fix-
ture on the women's 
world tour cycling 
calendar after various 
failed attempts in the 
past.

The route and 
length of the race were 
not immediately dis-
closed but a video ac-
companying the launch 
said riders will tackle 
the most challenging 
route and "defy the 
most iconic climbs."

It is scheduled to 
start on July 24, 2022.

This is a huge mo-
ment for professional 
women's cycling, Anna 
van der Breggen, a 
rider for UCI Women's 
WorldTeam SD Worx, 
said in a statement.

The Tour de France 
is the most famous race 
in cycling, she contin-
ued, and it's long been 
a dream for many of us 
to compete in a wom-
en's Tour de France. 
I'm hopeful that the 
race will help us grow 
our sport even more 
by providing us with 
a media platform to 
take the excitement 
of women's cycling to 
new audiences.

Tour de France or-
ganizer Christian Prud-
homme earlier this 
year had revealed the 
likelihood of the race 
for 2022.

A women's Tour 
stage race took place 
from 1984 to 1989, 
running parallel with 
the men's race before 
later being shortened. 
Various other versions 
have been tried but 
they usually were un-
derfunded.

Online fitness plat-
form Zwift has signed 
on in a four-year spon-
sorship. Tour de France 
owner Amaury Sport 
Organization (ASO) and 
Zwift worked together 
last year to hold a vir-
tual edition of the race.

I really believe the 
women's peloton puts 
on some of the most 
exciting bike racing to 
watch and it deserves 
a much bigger platform 
to exhibit these talents 
and skills," Zwift chief 
executive Eric Min said.

Female cyclists have 
spent years calling for 
a women's version of 
the race. They've put 
together petitions, and 
some even rode every 
stage of the men's race 
just to raise awareness.

ASO currently or-
ganizes La Course, an 
elite women's race 
typically one day held 
in Paris coinciding with 
the Tour.

The Tour de France 
begins June 26 in Brest.

ueFA still in talks 
about foreign fans 
for Euro 2020 final

LONDON (AP): UEFA is 
in talks with the British 
government about al-
lowing foreign soccer 
fans to fly into London 
for games in the latter 
stages of the European 
Championship to avoid 
moving them from 
Wembley Stadium.

The competition’s 
organizers have a con-
tingency plan which in-
volves taking the semi-
finals and final to Bu-
dapest if an agreement 
cannot be reached with 
authorities in London 
about exempting fans 
from quarantine.

The Euro 2020 
semifinals and final are 
scheduled to be played 
at Wembley Stadium 
from July 6-11.

Because of a rise 
in coronavirus cases, 
plans to lift more coro-
navirus restrictions 
in England this month 
were paused until July 
19. But UEFA did still 
secure a rise in at-
tendance from about 
22,000 to at least 
40,000 for one round of 
16 game, the semifinals 
and the final at Wemb-
ley.

“UEFA is delighted 
that the capacity at 
Wembley will go up 
to at least 50% for the 
knockout round match-

es,” European soccer’s 
governing body said in 
a statement.

“At the moment, we 
are in discussions with 
the local authorities to 
try to allow fans of the 
participating teams to 
attend the matches, 
using a strict testing 
and bubble concept 
that would mean their 
stay in the U.K. would 
be less than 24 hours 
and their movements 
would be restricted to 
approved transport 
and venues only.”

UEFA has already 
requested that some 
broadcasters and rep-
resentatives of spon-
sors are allowed to at-
tend the games, abid-
ing by restrictions on 
movement.

Tourists from all 
participating countries 
have to quarantine for 
at least five days when 
entering Britain at the 
moment.

“We understand the 
pressures that the gov-
ernment face and hope 
to be able to reach a 
satisfactory conclusion 
of our discussions on 
the matter,” UEFA said. 
“There is always a con-
tingency plan but we 
are confident that the 
final week will be held 
in London.”
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Australian spy avoids jail in 
East Timor espionage scandal

CANBERRA, Australia (AP): 
A former Australian spy was 
released from court on Fri-
day with a three-month sus-
pended prison sentence over 
his attempt to help East Timor 
prove that Australia spied on 
the fledgling nation during 
multibillion-dollar oil and gas 
negotiations.

The former spy, publicly 
known as Witness K, and his 
lawyer, Bernard Collaery, had 
been charged in 2018 with 
conspiring to reveal secret in-
formation to the East Timorese 
government.

Former East Timor Presi-
dent and Prime Minister José 
Ramos-Hortais among leaders 
of the impoverished half-island 
nation of 1.5 million to urge Aus-
tralia to drop the persecutions. 
K pleaded guilty on Thursday 
at the beginning of a two-day 
sentencing hearing in the Aus-
tralian Capital Territory Mag-
istrates Court. The public and 
media were excluded when clas-
sified evidence was discussed.

Magistrate Glenn 
Theakston sentenced K to 
three months in prison fully 
suspended. K, who was hid-
den behind black screens in 
the courtroom throughout the 
hearing, must also pay a 1,000 
Australian dollar ($840) secu-
rity bond to be of good behav-
ior for 12 months.

K had faced up to two years 
in prison. The maximum has 
been increased since his of-
fense to 10 years as Australia 

tightens controls on secrecy.
The Australian govern-

ment has refused to comment 
on allegations that K led an 
Australian Secret Intelligence 
Service operation that bugged 
government offices in the East 
Timorese capital, Dili, in 2004 
during negotiations on the 
sharing of oil and gas revenue 
from the seabed that separates 
the two countries.

The government canceled 
K’s passport before he was to 
testify at the Permanent Court 
of Arbitration in The Hague 
in 2014 in support of East 

Timor’s challenge to the valid-
ity of the 2006 treaty.

The East Timorese argued 
that the treaty was invalid be-
cause Australia had failed to 
negotiate in good faith by en-
gaging in espionage.

There was no evidence 
heard in open court of a bug-
ging operation, which media 
had reported was conducted 
under the guise of a foreign aid 
program.

But K and Collaery had pre-
pared for the East Timorese 
government two affidavits that 
identified K as a former ASIS 

member and details of ASIS 
functions. Theakston noted 
that the case was unusual be-
cause K’s offense was commit-
ted “in plain sight of Australian 
authorities.”

“That suggests to me it was 
brazen and indifferent or mis-
taken,” Theakston said.

Theakston said it was open 
to him to find K had made a 
mistake rather than a deliber-
ate breach “based on a percep-
tion of justice.”

The judge described K as 
an “elderly man” more than 
70 years old who had had the 

threat of prison hanging over 
him for eight years.

The ASIS secrecy rules 
were “strict and absolute” for 
serving and former officers, 
Theakston said.

Defense lawyer Robert 
Richter said “Mr. K” had suf-
fered from not being able to 
travel overseas with his wife 
because of the loss of his pass-
port.

Richter blamed K’s post-
traumatic stress disorder, clini-
cal depression and anxiety for 
his offense. He argued for K to 
escape a conviction being re-
corded for “reasons that will 
be made clear in closed court.”

Collaery has pleaded not 
guilty and wants to fight the 
charge in an Australian Capital 
Territory Supreme Court trial 
without media or the public 
being excluded.

Collaery was allowed to sit 
in the public gallery of K’s hear-
ing during the closed and open 
hearings. Collaery declined to 
comment on the sentence.

Richter told The Associ-
ated Press, “I think it’s a fair 
outcome.” Prosecutor Richard 
Maidment declined to com-
ment on the result.

Australia and East Timor 
agreed on a new maritime bor-
der treaty in 2018. A year later, 
the Australian prime minister 
arrived in Dili to formalize the 
agreement and was targeted 
by street protests demanding 
charges against K and Collaery 
be dropped.

Ethiopia finally set to vote as 
PM vows 1st fair election

KAMPALA, Uganda (AP): Ethi-
opians will vote Monday in a 
landmark election overshad-
owed by reports of famine in the 
country’s war-hit Tigray region 
and beset by logistical problems 
that mean some people won’t be 
able to vote until September.

The election is the center-
piece of a reform drive by Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed, whose 
rise to power in 2018 seemed 
to signal a break with decades 
of authoritarian rule and led to 
his Nobel Peace Prize the fol-
lowing year. He has described 
the poll as “the nation’s first 
attempt at free and fair elec-
tions.”

Abiy’s ruling Prosper-
ity Party, formed in 2019 by 
merging groups who made 
up the previous ruling coali-
tion, is widely expected to ce-
ment its hold on power. The 
party that wins a majority of 
seats in the House of Peoples’ 
Representatives will form the 
next government.

“We will secure Ethio-
pia’s unity,” Abiy said ahead 
of his final campaign rally 
on Wednesday, repeating his 
vow of a free and fair election 
after past votes were marred 
by allegations of fraud.

But opposition groups 
have accused Ethiopia’s rul-
ing party of harassment, ma-
nipulation and threats of vio-
lence that echo abuses of the 
past.

And Abiy is facing growing 
international criticism over 
the war in Ethiopia’s north-
ern Tigray region. Thousands 
of civilians have been killed 
and more than 2 million peo-
ple have been displaced since 
fighting broke out in Novem-
ber between Ethiopian forces, 
backed by ones from neigh-
boring Eritrea, and those sup-
porting the now-fugitive Ti-
gray leaders.

Last week, humanitar-
ian agencies warned that 
350,000 people in Tigray 

are on the brink of famine, a 
crisis that several diplomats 
have described as “manmade” 
amid allegations of forced 
starvation. Ethiopia’s govern-
ment has rejected the figure 
and says food aid has reached 
5.2 million in the region of 6 
million.

No date has been set for 
voting in Tigray’s 38 con-
stituencies, where military 
personnel who usually play a 
key role in transporting elec-
tion materials across Africa’s 
second-most populous coun-
try are busy with the conflict.

Meanwhile, voting has 
been postponed until Sep-
tember in 64 out of 547 
constituencies throughout 
Ethiopia because of insecu-
rity, defective ballot papers 
and opposition allegations 
of irregularities. Outbreaks 
of ethnic violence have also 
killed hundreds of people in 
the Amhara, Oromia and Ben-
ishangul-Gumuz regions in 
recent months.

Some prominent opposi-
tion parties are boycotting 
the election. Others say they 
have been prevented from 
campaigning in several parts 
of the country.

“There have been gross 
violations,” Yusef Ibrahim, 
vice president of the National 
Movement of Amhara, said 
earlier this month. He said 
his party had been “effective-
ly banned” from campaigning 
in several regions, with some 
party members arrested and 
banners destroyed.

Neither officials with the 
Prosperity Party nor Abiy’s of-
fice responded to requests for 
comment on such allegations.

Ethiopia last year post-
poned the election, citing the 
COVID-19 pandemic, adding to 
the tensions with Tigray’s for-
mer leaders. Recently the vote 
was delayed again by several 
weeks amid technical prob-
lems involving ballot papers 

and a lack of polling station of-
ficials.

Abiy’s Prosperity Party has 
registered 2,432 candidates 
in the election, which will see 
Ethiopians voting for both na-
tional and regional represen-
tatives. The next largest party, 
Ethiopian Citizens for Social 
Justice, is fielding 1,385 candi-
dates. A total of 47 parties are 
contesting the election.

But on Sunday, five oppo-
sition parties released a joint 
statement saying that cam-
paigning outside the capital, 
Addis Ababa, “has been marred 
by serious problems, including 
killings, attempted killings and 
beatings of candidates.”

Two prominent opposition 
parties, the Oromo Liberation 
Front and the Oromo Federal-
ist Congress, are boycotting 
the vote. “It’s going to be a 
sham election,” OFC chairman 
MereraGudina said earlier this 
month.

That means the Prosperity 
Party will face little competi-
tion in Oromia, Ethiopia’s most 
populous state.

Several prominent OFC 
members remain behind bars 
after a wave of unrest last year 
sparked by the killing of a pop-
ular Oromo musician, and the 
OLF’s leader is under house ar-
rest. The leader of the Balderas 
Party for True Democracy, Es-
kinderNega, was also detained 
and is contesting the election 
from prison.

GetnetWorku, secretary 
general of the newly estab-
lished ENAT party, said earlier 
this month it is not standing 
candidates in several constit-
uencies because the threat of 
violence is too high, asserting 
that armed militias organized 
by local officials frequently 
broke up rallies.

There are growing in-
ternational concerns over 
whether the elections will be 
fair. The European Union has 
said it will not observe the vote 

after its requests to import 
communications equipment 
were denied.

In response, Ethiopia said 
external observers “are nei-
ther essential nor necessary 
to certify the credibility of an 
election,” although it has since 
welcomed observers deployed 
by the African Union.

Last week the U.S. State 
Department said it is “gravely 
concerned about the envi-
ronment under which these 
upcoming elections are to be 
held,” citing “detention of op-
position politicians, harass-
ment of independent media, 
partisan activities by local and 
regional governments, and the 
many interethnic and inter-
communal conflicts across 
Ethiopia.“

Abiy’s appointment as 
prime minister in 2018 was 
initially greeted by an outburst 
of optimism both at home and 
abroad. Shortly after taking of-
fice, he freed tens of thousands 
of political prisoners, allowed 
the return of exiled opposition 
groups and rolled back puni-
tive laws that targeted civil so-
ciety.

In 2019 he won the Nobel 
Peace Prize in part for those 
reforms and for making peace 
with Eritrea by ending a long-
running border standoff.

But critics say Ethiopia’s 
political space has started to 
shrink again. The government 
denies the accusation.

Several prominent opposi-
tion figures accused of inciting 
unrest are behind bars. While 
opening a sugar factory earlier 
this month, Abiy accused “trai-
tors” and “outsiders” of work-
ing to undermine Ethiopia.

This week his spokeswom-
an, BilleneSeyoum, described 
the election as a chance for 
citizens to “exercise their dem-
ocratic rights” and accused in-
ternational media of mounting 
a “character assassination of 
the prime minister.”

Hong Kong newspaper 
increases print 

run after arrests
Hong Kong, Jun 18 (AP): Hong Kong pro-democ-
racy newspaper Apple Daily on Friday increased 
its print run to 500,000 copies as residents 
showed support for the beleaguered press free-
dom a day after police arrested five top editors 
and executives and froze USD 2.3 million worth 
of assets on national security charges. The raid 
on the paper's offices followed by the arrests on 
Thursday marked the first time the sweeping 
national security law, which Beijing imposed on 
Hong Kong last year, was used against the media, 
one of the symbols of civil liberties in the semi-
autonomous city that don't exist elsewhere in 
China. Police said the editors were arrested on 
suspicion of foreign collusion to endanger na-
tional security, based on over 30 articles that au-
thorities said had called for international sanc-
tions against China and Hong Kong.

With anti-government protests silenced, 
most of the city's prominent pro-democracy 
activists in jail and many others fleeing abroad, 
people snapped up copies at newsstands and in 
convenience stores.

There are lots of injustices in Hong Kong al-
ready. I think there are a lot of things we cannot 
do anymore, said resident Lisa Cheung. Buying 
a copy is all what we can do. When the law can-
not protect Hong Kong people anymore, we are 
only left to do what we can. The front page of Fri-
day's edition splashed images of the five editors 
and executives led away in handcuffs. Police also 
confiscated 44 hard drives worth of news mate-
rial. A quote from Cheung Kim-hung, the arrest-
ed CEO of Apple Daily's publisher Next Digital, 
said Hang in there, everyone.

Another resident, William Chan, said he 
bought a copy of the paper as a show of support.

It was such a groundless arrest and sup-
pressed freedom of the press, he said.

The national security law was imposed after 
massive protests in 2019 challenged Beijing's 
rule by calling for broader democratic freedoms. 
It outlaws subversion, secession, terrorism and 
collusion with foreign countries. The maximum 
penalty for serious offenders is life imprison-
ment. Security Minister John Lee had on Thursday 
warned other journalists to distance themselves 
from those under investigation at Apple Daily. He 
said those arrested had used journalistic work to 
endanger national security and that anyone who 
was in cahoots with them would pay a hefty price.

The Chinese government's liaison office in 
Hong Kong said in a statement Thursday that it 
supported police action, noting that while the 
city's mini-constitution, the Basic Law, guaran-
tees the freedoms of speech and press, those 
rights cannot undermine the bottom line of 
national security. Freedom of the press is not a 
shield' for illegal activities, the liaison office said.

State Department spokesman Ned Price said 
that the U.S. strongly condemned the arrests and 
called for the immediate release of the five ar-
rested. He also called for Hong Kong authorities 
to stop targeting independent and free media.

We are deeply concerned by Hong Kong au-
thorities' selective use of the national security 
law to arbitrarily target independent media or-
ganizations, Price said, adding that the suspect-
ed foreign collusion charges appear to be politi-
cally motivated.  

Penguin to 
publish 2 
new titles 
by author 
Anees Salim
New Delhi, Jun 18 (PTI): 
Penguin Random House 
India on Friday an-
nounced the acquisition of 
two new titles by award-
winning contemporary 
writer Anees Salim.

The two new titles, 
"The Odd Book of Baby 
Names" and "The Bell-
boy", will be published un-
der the Penguin's 'Hamish 
Hamilton' imprint in 2021 
and 2022, respectively, the 
publishing house said in a 
statement.

While "The Odd Book 
of Baby Names" is a his-
torical fiction tracing the 
last days of one of the last 
kings in India who is ru-
moured to have fathered 
more than 100 children, 
"The Bellboy" is a story 
about a 17-year-old bell-
boy from an island that's 
slowly disappearing off 
the face of earth. "These 
two books are entirely dif-
ferent in terms of craft and 
characterization. While 
'The Odd Book of Baby 
Names' has a historic 
background and is narrat-
ed by multiple voices, 'The 
Bellboy' is set in contem-
porary India and tells the 
story of a boy who is losing 
his way in the world. As in 
my previous works, I find a 
bit of myself in both these 
books," said the author.

Salim's published 
works include "Van-
ity Bagh" (winner of The 
Hindu Literary Prize for 
Best Fiction 2013), "The 
Blind Lady's Descendants" 
(winner of the Raymond 
Crossword Book Award for 
Best Fiction 2014 and the 
Kendra Sahitya Akademi 
Award 2018) and "The Small-
town Sea" (winner of the Atta 
Galatta-Banaglore Literature 
Festival Book Prize for Best 
Fiction 2017). 
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ArianaMadix and Scheana Shay attended the opening of Kyle Chan 
Designs boutique in Los Angeles.
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EtCETERA

Aries:
No two days are alike, Aries. On some days, we feel con-
nected with the stream of creative consciousness in a 
way that adds an element of magic to everything we say 
and do. On other days, even getting out of bed seems 
like a colossal task. The same goes for our spiritual prac-
tices. While we’re able to feel a sense of oneness with 
the divine forces on certains occasions, we struggle with 
the constant chatter of our minds on the others. Should 
that become the reason for your complacency? Anything 
but. Show up for yourself and your faith like never before. 
Something tells us you’re three seconds aways from that 
miracle moment!
Tip: Show up for yourself and your spiritual practice.
Taurus:
We all have that one person we go back to when we’re 
feeling weak and vulnerable. Who is that person in your 
life, Taurus? Does retrograde season have you bend-
ing over backwards for them? It’s time to recognise the 
situation for what it is and reaffirm your boundaries in a 
manner that feels authentic. Remember, we’re not say-
ing they’re a bad person. We’re simply saying they’re not 
good for *you* at this moment.
Tip: Don’t go back to the old ways.
Gemini:
Retrograde season has you reassessing your detrimen-

tal lifestyle patterns and making adjustments wherever 
necessary. For some of you, this may mean adopting the 
yogi life. Read: more movement, more meditation, more 
mindfulness, and high vibrational foods that help detox 
your body. While we all have a guru within who’s guiding 
us at every step along the way, it doesn’t hurt to have a 
teacher as well. Words of wisdom from somebody you 
look upto could help you make monumental changes 
today.
Tip: You’re in the mood to adopt the yogi life.
Cancer:
Cancer, you’ve been surrounded by doom and gloom for 
a long time, and it's killing your mojo. What the cards are 
urging you to do today: shake things up a little. Trans-
mute all of that pain and frustration into the higher vibra-
tions of creativity and joy. It’s time to reclaim your hap-
piness, beautiful. It’s time to create paradise for yourself 
exactly where you are. 
Tip: It’s time to shake things up a little.
Leo:
We all have a sense of who we are and what we’re 
meant to achieve in this lifetime, and this mission be-
comes clearer to us as we go along. What the cards are 
urging you to do today: put pen to paper and allow the 
words to flow. Journaling with a clear intention in mind 
will not only help you gain clarity on your purpose, but 

also follow your ikigai. Some of you may feel inspired to 
share your story on a public platform as well. Stay true to 
who you are, Leo.
Tip: It's time to journal.
Virgo:
We’re so hung up on what tomorrow will bring that we 
forget to honour what this moment is offering us. Pay 
attention to your soul connections, Virgo, as well as the 
romantic ones that are awakening a spark within you. 
Sometimes, flirting like nobody’s watching is the only 
therapy you need! As such, the cards are also emphasis-
ing on the importance of creative visualisation and journ-
aling your intentions. I
Tip: Dream a little dream.
Libra:
There are oh-so-many kinds of love, Libra. As many 
kinds of love as there are people. The we-could-
be-more-but-life-has-other-plans kind of love. The 
timing-was-just-not-right kind of love. The I'm-too-afraid-
to-define-this-relationship kind of love. And, the I-know-
we'll-find-each-other-in-another-lifetime kind of love. 
Today, you're being asked to acknowledge each one of 
these soul connections from your past, present, and fu-
ture. If the thought of what you’ve had to let go of makes 
you feel heavy, allow yourself to grieve and to feel all of 
your emotions in their entirety. Remembering that what 

you’re making space for is far greater than what you’ve 
had to leave behind will help you get through all of this. 
Tip: Allow yourself to grieve.
Scorpio:
We’ve all grown up with all kinds of beliefs about our-
selves. Conditioning that keeps us from being the most 
empowered version of ourselves. Today, you’re being 
asked to sit down with every one of these beliefs, as you 
release them one by one. It’s time to take off that cloak 
of invisibility and come into your own, Scorpio. The world 
deserves to see you in your light and the world deserves 
to see that now.
Tip: It’s time to own your place in the world.
Sagittarius:
Transformation is invisible, Sagittarius. Nobody under-
stands this better than you. Friday finds you looking into 
the rearview mirror somewhat nostalgically and marvel-
ling at the ways in which you have grown. A good way 
to assess your evolution is by noticing the things that no 
longer evoke the emotion of fear within you. 
Tip: It’s time to marvel at all the ways in which you have 
grown!
Capricorn:
Given that we’re still in the midst of retrograde season, 
the energy around you is rather unsettled. Tread with 
caution, Capricorn, and watch your triggers as you have 

been watching your words. If and when you do find your-
self losing your cool, though, step back from the situation 
and look within. The process of introspection will help you 
address deep-seated wounds and transmute the nega-
tive thought patterns.
Tip: Think of your triggers as an invitation to do the inner 
work.
Aquarius:
Spoiler alert: no amount of external validation can 
change how you feel about yourself, Aquarius. 
What the cards are urging you to do today is ad-
dress those deep-seated wounds. The wounds 
that are keeping you from believing in your own 
power and potential. It’s time to bring about an in-
ner revolution, starting today. It’s time to start af-
firming your own magic. 
Tip: It’s time to affirm your own magic.
Pisces:
You haven’t always had a healthy relationship with 
wealth, but that doesn’t mean you can’t change things 
around now. This is a time of addressing those deep-
seated wounds, and transmuring them with the light of 
love. This is a time of remembering that there is more 
than enough to go around, and that the Universe will pro-
vide for both your needs and your wants.Tip: It’s time to 
rethink your relationship with money and success.
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Frank Bonner, Herb on ‘WKRP 
in Cincinnati,’ dies at 79

Jimmy Kimmel to be title 
sponsor of inaugural LA Bowl

Kim Kardashian admits KuwtK may not Have been 
as successful without Her infamous sex tape

R. Kelly nears OK for new legal team 
for upcoming trial

NEW YORK (AP): Jailed R&B singer 
R. Kelly will likely get to keep a new 
lawyer in his federal sex-trafficking case 
despite questions about the attorney’s 
texts and other communications with 
one of Kelly’s ex-girlfriends.

Kelly, 54, is accused of leading an 
enterprise made up of his managers, 
bodyguards and other employees who 
helped him recruit women and girls for 
sex. Federal prosecutors say the group 
selected victims at concerts and other 
venues and arranged for them to travel 
to see Kelly.

The Grammy Award-winning singer 
denies ever abusing anyone.

The hearing on Thursday centered 
on a potential conflict of interest creat-
ed by lawyer Nicole Blank Becker if she 
ever gave legal advice to Azriel Clary, 
Kelly’s former girlfriend who is referred 
to as Jane Doe #5 in the indictment 
against him.

Clary once lived with Kelly and an-
other woman, Jocelyn Savage, and was 
a vocal supporter. After their breakup, 
she agreed to cooperate with the gov-
ernment and is expected to testify at the 
trial.

Becker told U.S. District Judge Ann 
Donnelly she had made it clear to both 
Clary and Savage, “I am Mr. Kelly’s law-
yer, not theirs.” Prosecutors also said 
they were not seeking Becker’s disquali-
fication, but Kelly still must directly tell 
the judge he wants her on board.

On her website, Becker describes 
herself as a former prosecutor in Michi-
gan who is a “powerhouse” at defending 
people accused of sex crimes.

Donnelly said she still wanted to 
question Kelly in person before letting 
him go forward with his new legal team 

LOS ANGELES (AP): Frank Bonner, who 
played a brash salesman with an affec-
tion for polyester plaid suits on the TV 
comedy “WKRP in Cincinnati,” has died. 
He was 79.

Bonner died Wednesday from com-
plications of Lewy body dementia, said 
his daughter, Desiree Boers-Kort. The 
actor died at his home in La-
guna Niguel, south of Los An-
geles.

He had been diagnosed 
about three years ago with the 
disease that leads to worsen-
ing mental and physical com-
plications.

“WKRP in Cincinnati” aired 
from 1978-1982 and was set 
in a lagging Ohio radio sta-
tion trying to reinvent itself 
with rock. The cast included 
Gary Sandy, Tim Reid, Howard 
Hesseman and Jan Smithers, 
alongside Bonner as subpar ad 
salesman Herb Tarlek.

Loni Anderson, who played 
the station’s empowered re-
ceptionist Jennifer, said she 
was “heartbroken” over his death.

“Frank Bonner was like family,” An-
derson said in a statement. “He was one 
of the funniest men I had the pleasure of 
working with and he was the nicest man 
I have ever known.”

Boers-Kort said her father valued 
his time on the sitcom in part because 
it led him toward the career he favored 
over acting — directing. After taking on 
that job for six episodes of “WKRP,” he 

went on to direct for more than a dozen 
other 1980s and 1990s shows including 
“Simon & Simon,” “Who’s the Boss” and 
“Saved by the Bell: The New Class.”

Bonner continued to act, including in 
the early 1990s sequel “The New WKRP 
in Cincinnati,” “Scarecrow and Mrs. 
King” and “Night Court.”

“He did prefer the behind-the-cam-
era (work), and he thoroughly enjoyed 
helping people get to where he needed 
them to be for the scenes,” Boers-Kort 
said Thursday. “He was very humble 
and down-to-earth, and just a nice, kind 
human.”

He got a kick out of Herb’s ill-advised 
wardrobe and kept some of the belts 
when the show ended, his daughter 
said. He was fond of them because he 

knew the character’s style was “one of 
the things that people loved about him.”

A native of Arkansas whose birth 
name was Frank Boers Jr., he was raised 
in the city of Malvern. His Hollywood 
career began in the 1970s with the film 
“Equinox” and on TV dramas, including 
“The Young Lawyers” and “Mannix.”

Bonner is survived by his wife, Gay-
le Hardage Bonner, who was his high 
school sweetheart in Malvern. The pair 
reunited and eventually wed four de-
cades later and after previous marriages 
for both, his daughter said.

Other survivors include sons Mat-
thew and Justine Bonner; stepdaughter 
DeAndra Freed; seven grandchildren 
and a great-grandchild. Bonner was pre-
ceded in death by his son, Michael.

LOS ANGELES (AP): The LA Bowl has 
found a big name to be its very first 
title sponsor: ABC talk show host 
Jimmy Kimmel.

The inaugural edition of the Jim-
my Kimmel LA Bowl will be played 
Dec. 18 at SoFi Stadium in Ingle-
wood, the host announced on “Jimmy 
Kimmel Live” on Wednesday night. The 
game will air on ABC.

“This is not a joke,” Kimmel said 
during his opening monologue. “This 
is a real bowl game named after me, so 
mark your calendars. ... It’s like an early 
Christmas gift for all of us.”

SoFi Stadium confirmed it has 
reached a multiyear deal with Kimmel 
to put his name above the title of the 
LA Bowl, the first college football game 
to be played at the year-old arena. The 
game’s debut was delayed from 2020 
until 2021 due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, but it will match the Mountain 
West champion against the Pac-12′s No. 
5 bowl selection.

“Never before has a bowl game been 
named after a human being (as far as I 
know, I didn’t check),” Kimmel said in 

a statement announcing the news. “On 
December 18, my dream of being for-
ever enshrined alongside orange, rose, 
cotton and peach comes true.”

The LA Bowl was established to cre-
ate another big annual event for SoFi 
Stadium, which was built by Los Ange-
les Rams owner Stan Kroenke as part 
of a large multi-use development on 
the former site of the Hollywood Park 
racetrack.

The multibillion-dollar arena 
opened last year, when the Rams and 
the Los Angeles Chargers played a full 
NFL season without fans in the stands. 
SoFi Stadium recently announced both 
teams will play at full fan capacity in the 
upcoming season, which begins with a 
preseason game between its two ten-
ants Aug. 14.

The stadium will host the next Su-
per Bowl on Feb. 13, 2022, followed by 
the College Football Playoff National 
Championship on Jan. 9, 2023. The are-
na hopes to host World Cup matches in 
2026, and it is likely to be the site of the 
opening and closing ceremonies of the 
Los Angeles Olympics in 2028.

Kim Kardashian may refuse to be defined 
by her past, but she knows it's impossi-

ble to run from.  The E! star left nothing on 
the table when Andy Cohen broached the 
topic of her 2002 sex tape with then-boy-
friend Ray J during part one of the Keeping 
Up With the Kardashians reunion 
on June 17. 

"Do you feel the show 
would have had its mas-
sive initial success 
without the public-
ity that surrounded 
the sex tape?" Andy 
asked, to which Kim 
responded, "Look-
ing back, probably 
not."

The pornograph-
ic film leaked months 
before KUWTK's 2007 
premiere, and Kim 
agreed to bluntly address 
the controversy in the series' 
first episode. That decision, Kim said, 
laid the groundwork for a philosophy she 
continues to follow.  

"I think that everything happens for a 
reason and I really try to live like that," the 
mogul described. "Every time there's a cra-
zy scandal that feels like you can't breathe 
and how are you gonna get through this, it 
always is a lesson. Even if it's a private les-
son, or even if it's just something that we 
didn't know we had to go through."

The thought of one day having to ex-
plain the sex tape to her young children 
has "absolutely" crossed her mind, Kim re-

vealed, but it's not a conversation she's un-
prepared to have. 

"I haven't had to as of yet," she explained, 
"and luckily I think that so many years have 
gone on and so many things have happened 
positively that it really erases that."

Even still, the mom of three lik-
ened the sex tape to "some-

thing being held over my 
head." "That is some-

thing that I have to 
live with for the rest 
of my life," she ad-
mitted, later add-
ing, "I try not to 
have any regrets, 
but it's probably 
the one thing I wish 

didn't exist and if I 
could erase any of the 

stupid things that I've 
done in life that's prob-

ably it. It's more so from 
being a mom than anything." 

Kim and Scott Disick have previ-
ously discussed feeling hesitant to expose 
their kids to the E! reality series. 

"I don't really want to explain who [ex-
husband] Kris Humphries is," she explained 
to Scott, who then told her, "But that is your 
life, that is your past, and at some point 
they're gonna be interested in seeing every-
thing. They're either going to do it without 
us or with us." 

As Kim sees it, "I'd rather do it with 
[them]. I'd rather be that parent, but I'm just 
not ready for the kids to see it yet." 


