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KaniKa Dhillon rubbishes 
role in Dia-Sahil Split, actor 

comeS out in her Support
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Youth have a love-hate 
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people get DefenSive when 
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Dear reaDerS,
if You are having trouble getting 
Your copY of the Summit timeS in Your 
neighbourhooD, pleaSe meSSage or 
whatSapp uS Your name anD aDDreSS 
at 9832556698 anD we will enSure 
that the newSpaper reacheS You.

21 Departments spend 70% of Rs 
592.1 cr budget in last month of FY 

Fix 
responsibility 
for rush 
expenditure, 
recommends 
CAG 
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 03 Aug:

The CAG report for 
2017-18 has recom-

mended that “responsi-
bility be fixed against” 
Controlling Officers for 
breach of financial disci-
pline for rushing expen-
diture towards the end of 
the financial year.

21 departments have 
been covered for such 
strict recommendation 
in the CAG report for ex-

penses made under dif-
ferent areas of operation. 

According to the re-
port, Rs 413.50 crore of 
the total Rs 592.17 crore 
under 42 Major Heads 
[22 grants/appropria-
tions] were used up in 
March 2018 alone. For 
the record, this list cov-
ers only extreme cases 
where more than 50% of 
the budget was expend-
ed in the last month of 
the financial year. Given 
the trend, it is possible 
that there are many oth-
er Major Heads in which 
upto 48-49% could also 
have been spent in March 
alone but did not get re-
flected in this statistic. 

What this means is 
that these departments 

spent most of the funds 
under these Heads only 
in March 2018, the last 
month of the financial 
year, allowing the ear-
marked funds to sit idle 
for 11 months.

“In 14 cases, 100 per 
cent expenditure for the 
year 2017-18 was in-
curred in March, which 
was contrary to the ex-
tant rules,” the CAG re-
port notes.

Note 3 of Rule 84 of 
Sikkim Financial Rules, 
1979 regards such rush 
of expenditure as a 
breach of financial regu-
larity because it is indic-
ative of weak budgetary 
and monetary control.

As per the CAG re-
port, Forest Department 

spent the entire sum of 
Rs 31.75 crore under the 
Heads of ‘other taxes and 
duties on commodities 
and services’ and ‘capi-
tal outlay on forestry and 
wildlife’ in March 2018.

In March, the Social 
Welfare Department 
spent the entire sum of 
Rs 2.49 crore earmarked 
under the Heads of ‘wa-
ter supply and sanita-
tion’, ‘capital outlay on 
urban development’ and 
‘capital outlay on power 
projects’.  The depart-
ment also spent 99.50% 
of Rs 2 crore in March un-
der the Head of ‘capital 
outlay on social security 
and welfare’.

Land Revenue De-
partment spent 100% of 

Rs 4.11 crore under the 
Heads of ‘housing’ and 
‘capital outlay on water 
supply and sanitation’ in 
March. It also spent Rs 
7.97 crore of the total 
Rs 8.74 crore under the 
Head of ‘land reforms’ 
only in March.

Skill Development 
department spent 100% 
of Rs 4.9 crore under the 
Heads of ‘loans for edu-
cation, sports, art and 
culture’ and ‘capital out-
lay on public works’. It 
may be mentioned that 
Rs 4 crore alone was 
under the Head of ‘loans 
for education, sports, 
art and culture’.

Finance Department 
used the entire sum of 
Rs 21.58 crore under the 

Head of ‘other taxes and 
duties on commodities 
and services’ in March.

Horticulture Depart-
ment spent 100% of Rs 
1.06 crore under the Head 
of ‘capital outlay on crop 
husbandry’ in March.

Energy and Power 
Department used 100% 
of Rs 1.82 crore under 
the Head of ‘non-conven-
tional sources of energy’ 
in March while the Police 
department used 100% 
of Rs 67 lakh under the 
Head of ‘housing’.

Food and Civil Sup-
plies Department used 
100% of Rs 13 lakh 
under the Head of 
‘capital outlay on oth-
er general economic 
services’ in March.

CM visits Sikkim 
House in Guwahati

Guwahati, 03 Aug (IPR): Chief Minister, Prem 
Singh Tamang made an official visit to Sikkim 
House located at Khanapara, Guwahati, today. This 
is also the first visit of any Chief Minister of the 
state to Sikkim House, Guwahati.  

The Chief Minister met and interacted with 
the officials and staff of the place. He assured to 
upgrade the present Sikkim House to more rooms 
which is currently running with seven rooms only.

Mr Tamang also assured all support and assis-
tance to further boost the functioning and upgra-
dation of the Sikkim House so that people visiting 
the place can stay at ease with equal convenience.

Golay calls on Sonowal and 
Himanta Biswa Sarma

Guwahati, 03 Aug [IPR]: 
Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang [Golay] 
called on the Chief Minis-
ter of Assam, Sarbananda 
Sonowal. at CM Secretar-
iat, Guwahati, today. 

The Chief Ministers 
shared different facets of 
the two states and their 
uniqueness in terms of 
culture, traditions, de-
mographics and also 
discussed their similari-
ties with regards to uni-
ty and bond prevalent in 
these states. 

They also spoke 
about working collec-
tively for the progress 
and betterment of the 
two states.

Mr Sonowal extend-
ed his congratulations to 
his Sikkim counterpart 
for the historic win in 
Sikkim and wished him 
many more successes 
so that the state reaches 
greater heights under his 
leadership. 

He also praised the 
people of Sikkim for 
always keeping unity, 
peace and cleanliness 
in the forefront and for 
keeping their humility 

and genuineness intact 
for the world to see and 
learn from. 

The Assam Chief Min-
ister also enquired about 
the economic, social and 
administrative structure 
of the state. 

Mr Tamang thanked 
him for all the praises be-
stowed and invited him to 
the state while also seeking 
his guidance and support.

The Sikkim Chief Min-
ister also met another As-
samese leader, Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, the Assam 
Minister for PWD, Health 

and Finance and Convener 
of the North-East Demo-
cratic Alliance (NEDA). 

During the meeting, 
Mr Tamang extended all 
support for better coor-
dination between Sik-
kim and NEDA and other 
North-East states. 

He also assured to 
work selflessly with NEDA 
and hold full trust on Cen-
tral leadership for overall 
development of Sikkim 
and the North-East states 
though this premier or-
ganisation ‘NEDA’.

Mr Tamang also 

thanked the Prime Min-
ister for bringing in the 
concept of NEDA which 
was most needed for 
the entire Northeastern 
region and which was 
created to bridge rela-
tionship between the 
Central government and 
the North Eastern states. 

The Chief Minister 
also met Ganesh Kumar 
Limbu, an MLA from Bar-
challa constituency of As-
sam, in the evening today 
and discussed various 
issues related to the state 
and its development.

English teachers of DU condemn ‘unacademic, politically motivated’ attack on syllabus
New Delhi, Aug 3 (PTI): 
Eighty-three English teachers 
of Delhi University on Satur-
day released a statement con-
demning what they called “un-
academic” and “politically mo-
tivated” attack on the syllabus.

The syllabi of four subjects, 
including English, were re-
ferred back to the respective 
departments by the Executive 
Council of DU following pro-
tests from a section of teach-
ers who alleged that they were 
“pro-Left”. The teachers said it 
was a “democratically drafted 
syllabus”, which involved fac-
ulty participation from around 
40 colleges over a period of 
two years.

“It is a matter of sorrow and 
deep academic concern that the 
syllabus is now being maligned, 
and is sought to be scuttled, by 
certain political groups at the 

university,” the statement said. 
They said that “at every point, 
discussions were minuted and 
circulated to ensure a continu-
ing of the democratic spirit in 
which the entire exercise was 
undertaken”.

“The syllabus has received 

extensive student and faculty 
feedback since it has been on 
the department website for far 
longer than other subject sylla-
bi,” the statement read.

In the English syllabus, 
new areas of study were in-
troduced, and the syllabus was 

consciously decolonised to in-
troduce students to a wide va-
riety of writings in English, it 
said. The syllabus was carefully 
worked out to ensure a seam-
less progression from school 
curricula, transiting into post-
graduate studies. In the follow-

ing of due process, the syllabus 
has received positive feedback 
from both national and inter-
national experts, it added.

“We are deeply dismayed 
that deliberations which have 
been marked by an open, free 
and fair exchange of ideas, are 
being described as ‘Leftist’ and 
‘partisan’. “Nothing could be 
farther from the truth. It is to 
be noted that objections that 
are now being raised were 
never submitted during the 
time allocated for feedback,” 
the statement claimed.

“It has now been two weeks 
since the university reopened 
and we are yet to receive our 
syllabus,” the teachers rued.

“Students of English Hons, 
BA Programme, BCom and all 
other Science and Humanities 
departments where English is 

turn to pg02

One more killed in 
Assam floods, toll 

climbs to 89 this season
Guwahati, Aug 3 (PTI): Floods claimed one more 
life in Assam on Saturday, mounting the toll to 89 
this season, even as the overall situation improved 
considerably, an official report said.

A population of 1,21,909 in 209 villages in 10 
of all 33 districts is now affected by the floods 
while the water level in the Brahmaputra and its 
tributaries showed a receding trend.

The fresh casualty was reported from Barpeta 
district, the Assam State Disaster Management Au-
thority (ASDMA) said.

The flood-hit people were returning to their 
homes but 3,765 inmates are still lodged in 44 re-
lief camps in Barpeta, Chirang, Morigaon, Nagaon 
and Jorhat districts, it said.

Unnao rape victim 
develops pneumonia, 

remains critical: Doctors
Lucknow, Aug 3 (PTI): 
The Unnao rape victim, 
who was injured in a 
road crash, has devel-
oped pneumonia and 
remains in a critical con-
dition, doctors attending 
to her at a hospital here 
said on Saturday.

The 19-year-old is 
still on life support but 
her lawyer, who too was 
injured when their car 
was hit by a truck in Rae 
Bareli district on July 
27, is breathing without 
ventilator, King George’s 
Medical University Trau-
ma Centre incharge 
Sandeep Tiwari told PTI.

Because of pneumo-
nia, she has fever and is 
also being given medica-
tion to control her blood 
pressure, Tiwari said.

She is being given 
oxygen through a tube 
inserted in the windpipe.

Her condition is sta-
ble but not out of dan-
ger, he said. The lawyer 
has suffered injuries in 
his head and cannot be 
described as out of dan-
ger, Tiwari said, adding 
KGMU is fully equipped 
to provide best treat-

ment to the two patients. 
The woman and her law-
yer are under round-the-
clock observation, doc-
tors said. The Supreme 
Court will pass orders 
on Monday whether the 
woman should be moved 
to AIIMS hospital in Delhi 
for better treatment.

She and her lawyer 
suffered critical injuries 
in the truck-car crash; 
her two aunts were 
killed. One of the aunts 
was a witness to the rape 
of the woman in 2017 
when she was a minor.

The rape victim’s 
family has filed a com-
plaint alleging conspira-
cy behind the crash.

The CBI, which has 
taken over the investiga-
tion into car crash as well 
as the rape cases, booked 
10 people, including BJP 
legislator Kuldeep Singh 
Sengar, for murder.

Sengar is in jail and 
has also charged with the 
rape of the woman.

After the opposition 
accused the BJP of shield-
ing its lawmaker, the rul-
ing party expelled Sengar 
on Thursday.

Yaba tablets seized in 
Kolkata, three arrested

Kolkata, Aug 3 (PTI): Kolkata Police seized a 
large quantity of Yaba tablets from the city in over-
night raids and arrested three persons, including 
a Bangladeshi national, from different parts of the 
city in connection with it, a senior official of the 
force said on Saturday.

The seizures were made by the Special Task 
Force of Kolkata Police since Friday late night and 
the three arrested have been sent to police custody 
when produced before the court.

The tablets, also called Amphetamines or party 
drugs were meant to be sold to college students, 
the official said but did not divulge the value of 
the seizure. One person was arrested on Saturday 
morning from the city’s Strand Road area follow-
ing seizure of a quantity of Yaba tablets from his 
possession, the official said.

The other two, including the Bangladeshi na-
tional were picked up by the anti-fake Indian cur-
rency notes team of the STF following the seizure 
of 14000 tablets from their possession during a 
raid near Garden Reach Majerhat flyover in the city 
late on Friday night following a tip off.

The tablets were packed in seven packets, he 
said adding the duo are being interrogated for de-
tails of the gang they worked for.

“The raids were part of our continuous moni-
toring of the narcotics drug business in West Ben-
gal. We had information about the duo from anoth-
er person who was arrested from Park Circus area 
in the city in July,” he said. On July 15, Kolkata Po-
lice had arrested one person from near a reputed 
school in Park Street area and packetrs of cannabis 
were seized from him.
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URGENTLy REqUIRED: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

WANTED 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.
GENERAL INfoRmATIoN

This is for general information of all concerned 
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali 
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of 
six months for carrying out necessary repairs. 
All concerned tour operators and clients are 
requested to refrain from booking or deal with 
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency, 
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor

Hotel Parasol Residency,
 Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

Four & half Storied building on SALE, behind Hotel 
Agarwal at Pani House, Gangtok, East Sikkim. In-
terested parties may also buy flats – 2 flats – 1650 
sq.ft , 1 Flat – 1186 sq.ft & 1 Flat on top (1 & half)- 
3000 sq.ft. Contact: -9434751150

KutSe SHeGu
The Kutse Shegu of late Norbu Tshering Bhutia 
(Khamdong Norbu)  who passed away on 19th 
of June 2019, falls on the 6th of August 2019. 
Family members, friends 
and well wishers are most 
welcome in joining us in 
offering prayers for his 
departed soul at our resi-
dence at Khamdong, East 
Sikkim. We wish to thank 
all of you who supported 
us during the time of our 
grief with your condolenc-
es and apologise in case we weren’t able to do 
so personally.

Pempa Doma Bhutia (Khamdong Anyola)
Sonam Wangdi , Tashi Chopel, K.P.Tsher-

ing, Karma Loday, Karma Thendup, Karma 
Yenten (sons), Karma Doma (daughter), 

N.T.Bhutia (son-in-law) and Family Members
Khamdong.

taught both as a Compulsory paper and as an Elective, 
are being made victims of the political machinations 
of certain groups,” the statement said.

In stalling the passing of a rigorously worked out 
syllabus that has a cross section of representative 
texts and readings and one that has been vetted and 
approved by the university’s statutory bodies twice, 
there is also a clear campaign to malign the functioning 
of a reputed public university, the statement added.

english teachers...

Cm visits Kamakhya mandir in Assam
Guwahati, 03 Aug (IPR): Chief Minister, 
Prem Singh Tamang visited the Kamakhya 
Mandir in Assam where he prayed for the 
well-being, peace and prosperity of the 
Sikkimese people today.

The holy temple is one of the most 
revered shrines of Goddess Shakti in In-

dia. According to the Hindu scriptures, 
there are four important Shakti Peeths 
(Temples with highest powers of di-
vinity) in the country and Kamakhya 
Temple is one of them. It is among the 
oldest of the 51 Shakti Peeths and is 
situated on the Nilachal Hill in western 

part of Guwahati in Assam. 
The Chief Minister prayed for the 

peace and progress of the state and sought 
blessings in this holy place for the overall 
well being and happiness of the Sikkimese 
people so that the future ahead may bring 
peace, unity and progress for the state.

Novena School of Nursing 
at Siliguri inaugurated

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 03 Aug:

Novena School of 
Nursing was inaugu-

rated by the founder and 
Chairperson, Dr WH Ch-
hang of Dr Chhang’s Super 
Specialty Hospital, Siliguri 
on Friday at Novena Au-
ditorium, a press release 
informs. The inauguration 
ceremony had the pres-
ence of prominent doctors 
of Siliguri. 

In his inaugural mes-
sage, Dr Chhang said that 
this Nursing School is 
another mile stone.  The 
Novena School of Nursing 
is affiliated to West Bengal 
Nursing Council and the 

enrolment for the Nurs-
ing School has also started 
with permission to take 
50 students per year. 

Classes will start 
from 1st week of Oct, 
2019. It is a unit of Dr 
Chhang’s Super Specialty 
Hospital, where good ed-
ucational facilities and a 
wide scope of clinical ex-
perience to the students 
will be provided. 

This Nursing School will 
fill the gap between supply 
and demand of efficient and 
effective nursing work force, 
the release states. 

The mission of this 
Nursing school is to 
Teach, Train and Guide 

the students and mould 
them into a highly pro-
fessional with passion 
and commitment. 

In the inaugural func-
tion, the prospectus of 
Novena School of Nurs-
ing and a book titled “30 
Common Problems in 
Medical Practice”, writ-
ten by Dr WH Chhang 
were also released. 

This book “30 Com-
mon Problems in Med-
ical Practices” will help 
the new entrants to start 
their medical practice as 
a clinician and can even 
help the general popula-
tion, as a reference book, 
the release adds.

Cong demands statement 
from PM in Parliament on J&K, 

apprehends ‘misadventure
New Delhi, Aug 3 (PTI): 
Condemning the govern-
ment’s decision to curtail 
the Amarnath Yatra, the 
Congress on Saturday 
demanded that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
make a statement in Par-
liament on the current 
situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir and expressed 
apprehensions about a 
“misadventure” by the 
Union Home Ministry.

The Congress sought 
a reply from the prime 
minister, a day after the 
Jammu and Kashmir 
government asked Ama-
rnath yatris and tourists 
to cut short their stay in 
the Valley and return as 
soon as possible in the 
wake of intelligence in-
puts of “specific terror 
threats” to the pilgrim-
age. Addressing a press 
conference at the party 
office here, senior party 
leader and former home 
minister P Chidambaram 
cautioned the Union 
Home Ministry against 
any misadventure in the 
state related to constitu-
tional provisions such as 
Articles 35A and 370.

Referring to the ad-
visory, senior Congress 
leader and former chief 
minister of the state Ghu-
lam Nabi Azad said the 

Amarnath yatra has nev-
er been curtailed in the 
history of the country, 
not even in 2000 when 
the biggest attack on pil-
grims left over 30 people 
dead. “This is unprece-
dented,” Azad said.

Alleging that the BJP 
government at the Centre 
is “spoiling the image” of 
Jammu and Kashmir in 
front of the country, he 
said it is trying to show 
that outsiders in the state 
are not safe, even though 
the local people there are 
completely standing with 
the tourists and Amar-
nath pilgrims.

He also accused the 
BJP of doing politics over 
the issue.

“Parliament is in 
session. Prime Minister 
should give statement 
in both houses of Parlia-
ment. It is his duty,” said 
Azad, who was flanked 
by Chidambaram and se-
nior party leaders Karan 
Singh, Anand Sharma 
and Ambika Soni.

Replying to an ques-
tion on whether the 
Home Ministry could be 
working on scrapping Ar-
ticle 35A, Chidambaram 
said,”I don’t wish to antic-
ipate what misadventure 
this government is plan-
ning to do in Kashmir.  

Cops foil NSCN(U) plan to kill 
‘renowned’ person in Arunachal

Itanagar, Aug 3 (PTI): 
The Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT) of the 
Arunachal Pradesh Po-
lice have arrested a mili-
tant of the NSCN (Unifica-
tion) group and claimed 
to have foiled the banned 
outfit’s plan to kill a “re-
nowned” person here.

Navdeep Singh Brar, 
Superintendent of Police 
of the SIT, said on Sat-
urday that the arrested 
militant is a close aide 
of Loliam Latey, the self-
styled chairman of Myan-

mar- based NSCN(U).
“The militant was ar-

rested from Lekhi village 
in Naharlagun on Friday 
along with ammuni-
tions,” he said.

The SP said that the 
outfit had hatched a con-
spiracy to abduct, extort 
and kill a “renowned” 
person. He, however, de-
clined to identify the tar-
get person due to securi-
ty reasons.

“A hand grenade, 13 
live ammunitions of var-
ious calibers, a mobile 

handset, a voter ID card 
and a bus ticket to Di-
mapur was recovered 
from the militant’s pos-
session,” Brar said. The 
SP said that a case was 
booked under the Arms 
Act and an investigation 
to nab other accused has 
been launched.

“The militant was 
earlier involved in a kid-
napping case at Khonsa 
and was convicted in an 
extortion case. He was 
released from jail in Jan-
uary,” Brar said.

West indies tour a great 
opportunity for pant to 

unleash his potential: Kohli
Lauderhill, Aug 3 
(PTI): The time has come 
for Rishabh Pant to “un-
leash” his rich potential 
in all three formats, said 
India captain Virat Kohli 
ahead of the first T20 
international against the 
West Indies here on Sat-
urday.

With little clarity over 
the future of veteran M 
S Dhoni, Pant has now 
become the preferred 
choice in all three for-
mats and that was point-
ed out by chief selector 
MSK Prasad after the se-
lection panel picked the 
squads for the West In-
dies tour.

“It’s a great oppor-
tunity for someone like 
Rishabh Pant to really 
play a lot of international 
cricket, show his creden-
tials, really unleash his 
potential at this stage,” 
Kohli said here on Friday.

“We know how much 
ability he has and we all 
want him to become a 
consistent performer for 
the Indian cricket team. 
MS Dhoni’s experience is 
always going to be a very 
crucial factor but having 
said that some of these 
younger guys have a 
great opportunity ahead 
of them and they should 
just look forward to it.”

Kohli has already said 
the tour is a good oppor-
tunity for fringe players 
like Shreyas Iyer and 
Manish Pandey to stake a 
claim for a spot in India’s 
brittle middle-order in 
ODIs.

The T20 here on 
Saturday will be In-
dia’s first outing since 
the heart-breaking loss 
to New Zealand in the 
World Cup semifinals last 
month. The skipper is yet 
to get over the loss.

“The first few days 
after we exited the World 
Cup were quite difficult. 
Till the time the tour-
nament got over, every 
time we woke up it was 
the worst feeling in the 
morning. Then through 
the day you do things and 
sort of get on with your 
life. We are professionals. 
We move ahead. Every 
team has to move on.

“So we are quite okay 
with what happened in 
the World Cup. Yesterday 
the fielding session and 
the little bit of time we 

spent on the field was re-
ally good. Everyone was 
excited, looking forward 
to just playing, just being 
on the field again. I think 
that’s the best thing you 
can do as a team, just get 
on the park as soon as 
possible.”

The Indian team 
could not train ahead of 
the game due to rain but 
having played here three 
years ago, it has an idea 
of the conditions.

“I think the covers 
look the same,” quipped 
Kohli.

“We haven’t seen the 
pitch, we haven’t seen 
anything apart from the 
covers on the pitch. When 
we play tomorrow, we 
can assess how the pitch 
has come along. Even last 
time we played, it was 
pretty good, high-scor-
ing, and we all had a lot 
of fun playing here, and 
this time is going to be no 
different.”

Kohli is all for hav-
ing more internation-
al games in the United 
States.

“For now I think it’s all 
about creating that buzz 
and just getting people 
in to watch the games. 
The more we come here 
and play, obviously the 
game is going to get more 
and more buzz around it, 
people are going to talk 
about it.

“You see 15,000-
20,000 people going to 
a place to watch some-
thing, obviously it should 
be important. Hopefully 
in years to come, people 
will have more interest. 
Local people in America 
as well, not just the Asian 
community or the West 
Indian community but 
the whole community in 
general will have more 
interest in the sport.”

He feels the T20 for-
mat is the ideal one to 
promote the game glob-
ally.

“I think T20 cricket 
is something that can be 
understood and accepted 
in the American culture 
because of the length of 
the game and it’s quite 
entertaining as well. So 
I think for the sport to 
become global in many 
ways, a lot of interest 
here will go a long way 
in achieving that for the 
sport,” he added.

Safety check 
launched at 
MCL mines; 
production 
continue 
to be  hit
Bhubaneswar, Aug 3 
(PTI): After production 
and supply were affected 
in the Mahanadi Coal-
fields Ltd (MCL) for the 
11th day in a row, the 
authorities on Saturday 
launched steps to inspect 
safety conditions, a com-
pany spokesperson said.

The operation in the 
MCL was hit owing to 
an agitation by locals 
backed by political par-
ties after four workers 
died in an accident at a 
mine on July 23.

The agitation has led 
to water-logging and 
stranding of equipment 
in the MCL, a subsidiary 
of Coal India Ltd.

The company alerted 
its safety set up to go for 
quick structural inspec-
tion of the safety condi-
tions of mines, an MCL 
spokesperson said.

The MCL would allow 
movement of men and 
machinery to resume op-
erations only after clear-
ance from the statutory 
authorities of respective 
mining units after com-
plete safety check, he 
said.

All sections of the 
mines including over 
burden dumps, electrifi-
cation network and exca-
vation equipment will be 
thoroughly checked.

The spokesperson 
said the agitation has 
made the mining condi-
tions at Talcher coalfields 
vulnerable as the daily 
safety assessments have 
not been allowed by the 
locals after the mishap.

Four workers were 
killed and nine others 
injured in the accident at 
Bharatpur mine, trigger-
ing protests by political 
parties and locals.

The BJP had first 
launched an agitation de-
manding a compensation 
of Rs 50 lakh for families 
of each deceased. The 
party withdrew its strike 
after talks with the au-
thorities on Wednesday, 
villagers backed by BJD 
leaders initiated stop-
page of work, stalling op-
erations at all the mines 
in Talcher Coalfields in 
Angul district.

While the MCL is 
exploring possibilities 
to resume mining op-
erations at the earliest, 
blocking of movement 
of the safety teams in 
Talcher coalfields makes 
the mines vulnerable to 
internal combustion, wa-
ter logging, dumps slides, 
power breakdowns be-
sides damage of ma-
chines, the spokesperson 
said. It may take some 
time for the Mines Safe-
ty and Operations teams 
to make fully operational 
the mines lying idle for 
the last over 10 days, he 
said. Four trade unions 
have expressed fears of 
mines safety and handed 
over their memoranda to 
the collector of Angul dis-
trict on August 1, urging 
him to intervene in the mat-
ter and restore normalcy.

Meanwhile, the MCL 
has appointed Central In-
stitute of Mining and Fuel 
Research (CIMFR), Dhanbad, 
has been appointed to inves-
tigate the July 23 accident, the 
spokesperson said.

This inquiry will be 
done in addition to those 
being conducted by the 
Director General Mines 
Safety (DGMS) and the 
Internal Safety Organisa-
tion (ISO). 
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Boomtar vs Phungla for Roshan 

Pakhrin Memorial Open Cricket Cup

Summit RepoRt
Namchi, 03 Aug:

Boomtar Cricket 
Club of Namchi has 

reached the finals of the 
Roshan Pakhrin Memorial 
Open Cricket Tournament 
being played here at Kam-

rang College playground. 
In the semi-final 

match today, Boomtar CC 
won the toss and elect-
ed to bat first. The team 
scored 114 runs in its 
allotted 20 overs against 
Assangthang Boys. 

In response, As-
sangthang Boys were 
bundled out for 75 runs 
in 19.3 overs. 

Boomtar Crick-
et Club will now play 
Phungla on Sunday for 
the trophy. 

Local group promotes 
climate change awareness

NITEsh R PRADhAN 
Gangtok, 03 Aug:

With the aim was 
to spread wider 

awareness about cli-
mate change so that peo-
ple start talking about 
it with a little more 
concern and start un-
derstanding the threat 
it poses, Sustainable 
Sikkim, a local group, 

organised an awareness 
drive in Gangtok today

One of the main in-
tentions behind the 
drive is to convince peo-
ple to start looking for 
solutions before it’s too 
late, shared one of the 
volunteers.

This group believes 
that climate change is the 
biggest threats facing hu-

manity at present. 
“To make people 

aware and responsible 
for their actions; to tell 
them about the climate 
change, its implications 
and solutions,” stated 
one of the volunteers, 
Avinow Ankit, when 
asked what they hoped to 
achieve with their aware-
ness drive.

Rain batters states on west coast, fresh low-
pressure area forming over Bay of Bengal

New Delhi, Aug 3 (PTI): 
Two people died while 
another was injured in in 
rain-related incidents in 
Maharashtra, battered 
by intense rainfall for 
nearly a week, as the 
IMD warned on Saturday 
that more heavy showers 
are expected in the next 
24 hours.

The India Meteoro-
logical Department cau-
tioned people, saying 
heavy rainfall warning on 
a “very-high-tide day” in 
the Arabian Sea was “not 
a good combination”.

Thousands of passen-
gers remained stranded 
for hours at stations be-
tween Thane and Panvel 
of the Central Railway as 
train movement was hit 
on water-logged tracks.

The Godavari river 
was flowing above the 
danger mark in Nashik 
district. Officials asked 
people living along the 
banks of rivers in the 

state to remain alert as 
water from several dams 
had been released fol-
lowing heavy rains over 
the past few days.

On Friday, an IMD 
forecast said several 
areas along the west 
coast will continue 
to receive moder-
ate-to-heavy rainfall.

In Gujarat, as the cen-
tral Vadodara city recov-
ered from the ferocity 
of the Vishwamitri river, 
many areas in south-
ern part of the state, 
mainly Surat and Valsad 
districts, were hit by a 
heavy downpour. Sever-
al rivers in Gujarat too 
were flowing near the 
danger mark.

Officials said four 
teams of NDRF have been 
deployed in the south 
Gujarat region.

Between Saturday 
morning and afternoon, 
Olpad taluka in Surat re-
ceived 298mm rainfall 

and Umerpada received 
204mm. Dharampur in 
Valsad district received 
125 mm rains, according 
to the State Emergency 
Operation Centre.

“As the Kim river, 
which flows through 
Surat district, crossed 
the warning level of 11 
metres, personnel of the 
National Disaster Re-
sponse Force and the 
State Disaster Response 
Force were deployed to 
evacuate residents from 
low- lying areas,” said 
District Collector Dha-
val Kumar Patel.

Gujarat has received 
51.49 per cent of annual 
average rainfall for this 
season till Saturday, 
SEOC data showed, with 
districts of south Guja-
rat receiving the maxi-
mum rainfall.

On the east coast, a 
fresh low-pressure area 
is likely to form over 
northeast Bay of Bengal 

in next 48 hours which 
may bring more rainfall 
to Odisha and neighbour-
ing states till August 7, 
an official of the regional 
meteorological centre in 
Bhubaneswar said.

The Odisha govern-
ment has issued advi-
sories to collectors of 
Malkangiri, Koraput, 
Nabarangpur, Kalahandi 
and Nuapada districts to 
monitor the situation as 
heavy rains may create 
flood-like situation in 
the areas. However, the 
situation in rain-bat-
tered Malkangiri im-
proved considerably on 
Saturday.

In Maharashtra’s 
Thane district, a person 
was electrocuted while 
another was seriously 
injured in a roof-col-
lapse incident in Mum-
bra. A 30-year-old man 
died after he fell into a 
swollen nullah.

Several other districts 

in Maharashtra received 
rainfall through the day.

In Palghar district, 
more than a dozen in-
stances of house collapse 
due to heavy rains were 
reported. Several villag-
es were marooned and a 
video showed cattle get-
ting swept away by the 
current. Education in-
stitutes remained shut 
on Saturday.

The Brihanmumbai 
Municipal Corporation 
issued an advisory for 
Mumbai residents to not 
venture into the sea or 
in water-logged areas. 
BMC, too, said in a tweet 
that a holiday has been 
declared for schools and 
colleges in the city.

In the afternoon, train 
services between Kurla 
and Sion were suspend-
ed due to rise in water 
level and high tide. Chief 
spokesperson of the Cen-
tral Railway, Sunil Uda-
si, said suburban trains 
were running with “cau-
tious speed”.

However, flight oper-
ations at Mumbai airport 
were not impacted, an 
airport official said.

Parts of Delhi, Rajas-
than, Punjab, Haryana and 
Himachal Pradesh received 
light rainfall, though the 
humidity level in the na-
tional capital peaked to-
wards the evening.

The Meteorological 
department has issued 
the second-highest “or-
ange” warning for ex-
tremely heavy rainfall 
in Himachal Pradesh for 
Monday and a the least 
threatening “yellow” 
warning for Tuesday.

PDP urges Modi to ensure 
no unilateral decision 
is taken on Kashmir

‘NhB’s liquidity infusion 
no balm for small hfCs’

Man gets death penalty; mother, sister 
awarded life term in murder case

Ex-Maldivian Vice President Ghafoor, who 
fled to India, arrested by Maldives police

male, Aug 3 (PTI): For-
mer Vice President of 
Maldives Ahmed Adheeb 
Abdul Ghafoor, who had 
sought political asylum 
in India after arriving in 
Tamil Nadu on a cargo 
vessel, was arrested by 
Maldives police on Satur-
day after the Indian au-
thorities sent him back to 
the island nation.

Ghafoor, who arrived 
in the cargo vessel along 
with nine crew members 
on Thursday, was was 
not allowed to disembark 
from the ship and was 
questioned on-board by 
various central agencies.

The Maldivian lead-
er has been sent back to 
the island nation, with 
authorities not allowing 
him to deboard as he did 
not possess the required 
documents, a police offi-
cial told PTI in Tuticorin.

“We would like to 
confirm that Ahmed 
Adeeb Abdul Ghafoor of 
H Saamaraa has been ar-
rested and is being trans-
ported to Male under our 
custody,” Maldives police 

confirmed on Saturday.
A UK lawyer from the 

firm representing the 
politician said on Friday 
that Ghafoor had sought 
political asylum from In-
dia as he faced a serious 
risk to his life in his home 
country. “We remain 
deeply concerned that 
he could be returned to 
the Maldives where his 
life is at risk,” said Toby 
Cadman, co-founder of 
Guernica 37 Internation-
al Justice Chambers - the 
firm representing the 
politician in his bid for 
political asylum.

“He has made a plea 
for asylum and that 
should be upheld. I 
would strongly urge the 
Indian authorities to re-
spect national law and its 
international obligations 
and provide the protec-
tion he requires,” Cad-
man said.

According to his legal 
team, Ghafoor fell out of 
favour with the then Mal-
dives President Abdulla 
Yameen and was investi-
gated in connection with 

an alleged bomb plot 
to assassinate Yameen. 
Thereafter, he was im-
plicated in various alle-
gations of corruption, 
resulting in him being 
imprisoned for a period 
of three years on offences 
he denied.

Ghafoor was released 
from prison at the end 
of last year and the Su-
preme Court in Maldives 
reportedly acquitted him 
of all offences earlier this 
year, citing “political in-
fluence” exercised over 
the trials.

It is claimed that de-
spite being acquitted, 
he has remained under 
house arrest following an 
appeal being lodged by 
the Prosecutor General 
against his acquittal.

Earlier, the Ministry 
of External Affairs had 
said that it was working 
on establishing the “ve-
racity of the reports”. It 
said as the former political 
leader had entered India 
with a lack of valid travel 
documents, his entry to 
India remained uncertain.

Kolkata, Aug 3 (PTI): 
Liquidity infusion facility 
by the NHB would not be 
of much help to sustain 
small housing finance 
companies (HFCs), an of-
ficial said on Saturday.

In order to boost 
the affordable housing 
sector, the government 
should support small 
HFCs which have been 
facing liquidity crunch, 
Aadhar Housing Finance 
MD and CEO Deo Shan-
kar Tripathi said.

Union Finance Min-
istry on Friday said the 
National Housing Bank 
(NHB) was infusing an 
additional Rs 10,000 
crore in NBFCs with a 
view to improve flow of 
funds for housing loans.

“Based on the 15 
per cent of net owned 
fund (NOF) criterion, 

the amount available to 
HFCs having NOF of Rs 
50 crore or Rs 200 crore 
will be inadequate. These 
small companies cater 
mostly to informal sec-
tor,” Aadhar Housing Fi-
nance MD and CEO Deo 
Shankar Tripathi said.

Most of the 100 odd 
HFCs have NOF between 
Rs 50 and 200 crore and 
they will get anywhere 
between Rs 7.5 crore and 
Rs 30 crore based on the 
15 per cent of NOF for-
mula, he said.

Tripathi, however, ap-
plauded the liquidity in-
fusion move by the NHB. 
Elaborating the grim 
situation of lending by 
HFCs, he said only a 
handful of small HFCs 
are actively lending at 
present.

He suggested that 

NHB may consider in-
creasing the NOF criteri-
on to at least 40-50 per 
cent keeping the other 
criteria same or even 
reduce the upper limit 
of 500 crore to Rs 400 
crore. “Otherwise, this 
benefit will go to the 
bigger HFCs which are 
less affected by liquidity 
crunch,” he said.

Speaking on Aadhar 
Housing Finance, Trip-
athi said its NOF has 
jumped to Rs 1,700 crore 
as on June 2019, com-
pared to Rs 865 crore 
in March 2019 after the 
takeover by global invest-
ment firm Blackstone.

In June, Blackstone 
had announced that pri-
vate equity funds man-
aged by it have acquired 
a 97.7 per cent stake in 
Aadhar Housing Finance.

Guwahati, Aug 3 (PTI): 
A local court on Saturday 
gave death sentence to 
a man for burning alive 
fellow college student 
Shweta Agarwal in 2017.

The fast-track court 
of Kamrup also awarded 
life term to his mother 
and sister for murder, 
tampering of evidence 
and criminal conspiracy.

Sessions Judge Apa-
resh Chackraborty had 
convicted Govind Sin-
ghal, his mother Kamala 
Devi and sister Bhawani 
on July 30 for the murder 
of Shweta, the state top-
per in commerce stream 
of class 12 examination 
in 2015. Pronouncing the 
quantum of punishment 
on Saturday, the judge 

said Singhal killed the 
woman in a premeditat-
ed cold-blooded manner.

Her charred body was 
found in the washroom 
of Singhal’s house at 
Bharalumukh area in Gu-
wahati on December 4, 
2017. Singhal and Agar-
wal were students of the 
same college and he had 
brought her to their resi-
dence after her exam.

Agarwal’s family law-
yer Abhijit Bhattachar-
jee told reporters that 
there were 13 injury 
marks on her body, and 
the post-mortem report 
stated that she was burnt 
alive after the injuries 
were inflicted on her.

“We provided proof 
before the court that Sin-

ghal’s mother and sister 
had helped him in assault-
ing her and burning her 
alive as a single person 
cannot inflict 13 wounds,” 
Bhattacharjee said. A rel-
ative of her said Agarwal 
was never Singhal’s girl-
friend as reported in a 
section of the media but it 
was a one-sided affair.

A document of 16th 
November, 2017 in which 
she said “my answer is no 
and always is no” proved 
Singhal’s motive for kill-
ing her, Bhattacharjee said 
without explaining what 
sort of document it was. 
After the verdict, Agar-
wal’s father told report-
ers that his daughter got 
justice and thanked the 
court for the judgment. 

srinagar, Aug 3 (PTI): 
The PDP on Saturday ap-
pealed to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to ensure 
that no unilateral deci-
sion is taken at any level 
that impinges upon the 
current constitutional 
arrangement and com-
plexion of Jammu and 
Kashmir with the union 
of India.

In a meeting presided 
over by party president 
and former chief minis-
ter Mehbooba Mufti here, 
top PDP leaders urged 
Modi to give due consid-
eration to the fact that 
people of the state have 
always reposed faith in 
the constitutional and 
democratic ethos of the 
country.

They said any unilat-
eral decision to alter the 
constitutional frame-
work governing the state 
would be a travesty.

“The party leadership 
hoped that the present 
dispensation headed by 
PM Modi will respect the 
sentiments of the peo-
ple and their views on 
the current situation, 
which is perceived as 
grave enough to cause 

avoidable commotion,” 
a spokesman of the 
PDP said.

He said the People’s 
Democratic Party also 
urged the central govern-
ment to dispel impres-
sions caused by recent 
developments on ground.

“The party feels that 
it is moral and legal re-
sponsibility of the gov-
ernment to do so be-
cause the state is under 
the president’s rule,” the 
spokesman said.

“The meeting en-
dorsed and appreciated 
the role of party presi-
dent Mehbooba Mufti in 
forging unity across po-
litical spectrum on the 
issue of common concern 
and mandated the presi-
dent to take any further 
initiatives in the direc-
tion of protecting state’s 
identity and special sta-
tus,” he added.

The PDP leaders also 
appreciated the role and 
response of other polit-
ical parties in Jammu 
and Kashmir which are 
also avowed to the pro-
tection of constitutional 
guarantees of the state, 
he added.
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which carry forward a 
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immediate attention and 
receive prominence.  
Mail us at: news@
summittimes.com

Blame Games
Whenever everyone plays victim, 

who will take the initiative?

Anyone who has been following political develop-
ments and public statements of public figures in 

Sikkim, or for that matter at the national level, would 
have noticed that everyone is quick to take the position 
of a victim. This propensity is not limited to those in 
the Opposition or in the minority and is as frequently 
adopted position even by those in office. And this is not 
even a new ploy; in fact, it is a dated move. But it con-
tinues to remain in vogue because playing the victim or 
somehow wronged presents the easiest recourse and 
offers a convenient way to dodge accountability/ re-
sponsibility – after all, if you sign up among the victims 
as someone [or some people] somehow wronged, you 
escape being lined up as perpetrators. This dodge has 
worked consistently well and is hence so infectious; 
and need one add, dangerously counterproductive 
because it obsesses over denials and slights, real and 
imagined, but ignores individual and societal short-
comings which also contribute to the situation. 

Politicians in power blame those in opposition of 
distractions and digressions which delay development, 
those in opposition blame the ones in power of corrup-
tion which siphons away progress, those new to power 
blame the previous regime, bureaucrats blame politi-
cians for forcing compromises and politicians blame 
babus of disinterest, people blame each other for per-
sonal failures, locals blame non-locals of stealing away 
opportunities, non-locals accuse locals of sloth, doctors 
blame patients for having come to them too late and 
patients blame doctors of being too inept... Students 
blame teachers, teachers reciprocate, and the blame-
game plays on and everyone sulks as a victim. 

Soon, the role-play becomes so convincing that the 
young start buying in and now a generation is in groom-
ing which is quick to blame everything on someone 
else, becoming intransigent and perfectly mirroring 
the very system and situation that they have issues 
with. Finger-pointing is a preferred pastime that 
the young see around them every day – leaders who 
fail to convince voters to trust them, blame money 
power or even the EVMs, parties which cannot at-
tract an audience, blame intimidation of supporters; 
departments which scandalize with their inefficien-
cy, blame blackmailing agents of spreading canards; 
panchayats who bungle, blame MLAs who blame Min-
isters who blame babus who blame political pressure... 
and the buck keep rolling. 

The young always inspire hope and keep optimism 
alive and they do so by rebelling, by announcing that 
they will be different. Ominously for Sikkim, those 
claiming to speak for the young are screaming deeper 
colours of victimhood instead of inspiring. When they 
should be open and pursuing excellence, they obsess 
over perceived slights, celebrate mediocrity, abandon 
reason and chase conspiracies. The young receive “at-
titude” from one side and condescending advice from 
the other, and very soon their issues get sidelined as 
the discussions move to places which serve politicking 
very well, but offer no resolutions. And when solutions 
can’t be worked out, everyone collapses backing to 
playing victims of subterfuge.

youth have a love-hate relationship 
with tech in the digital age

human-animal hybrids are coming and could be used to 
grow organs for transplant – a philosopher weighs in

KATE C. TILLECzEK
theconversation.com

Young people are now fully ensconced in the dig-
ital age as it whirls around and within them.
This is the epoch of the Anthropocene — the 

age of humans, wherein a technological worldview 
and human tools hold the central place in re-shap-
ing the earth and its people. It’s also a time when 1.8 
billion youth make up the largest generation of 10 to 
24 year olds in human history with 50 per cent of the 
world’s population under 30 years of age.

I have investigated the lives of young people for 
nearly three decades. I am interested in how young 
people are living today when our planet has been 
driven to fragility by consumption trends intimate-
ly related to the rise of mass production made pos-
sible through technologies.

Digital technologies have been too frequently 
adopted into schools with use and guideline pol-
icies that haven’t considered long-term environ-
mental, health or ethical impacts: today, equity 
concerns have moved beyond worrying that poorer 
children don’t have devices to grappling with what 
it means if wealthy developers are raising children 
tech-free.

Researchers focused on the Global South have 
highlighted how access to technology has been 
driven by commercial interests and data about out-
comes is generated by people who stand to profit. 
Those who care for youth must find new ways to 
determine if there are any potential benefits for 
youth when living immersed in digital technology 
— particularly because interventions to distribute 
more technology can compound rather than re-
move existing inequalities.

With my Young Lives Research Lab team based 
at York University, I conducted a five-year study of 
youth and the digital age by analyzing 185 narra-
tive accounts we collected from young people (ages 
16-24) in Canada, Australia and Scotland. From these 
accounts, it’s clear to me they don’t think technology 
is the panacea for well-being it was once argued to be.
LeFt to tHeiR oWN DeViCeS

Today, when digital surveillance is higher than 
ever, there is a hollowing out of learning, a shallow-
ness that comes with abuses of privacy and surveil-

lance and from a loss of cherished human contact.
Young people say that digital tools and ways of 

living are morphing beyond recognition. They live 
a deep modern techno-paradox and are left to their 
own devices (pardon the pun) to sort it out. They 
worry about what digital media is doing to the chil-
dren they observe.

Naomi, one youth particiapant, highlighted a 
feeling of vulnerability: “Most of their apps and so-
cial media apps are geared towards our age group 
because I feel like you can do the most … I don’t 
know why, it feels like they want to make us do 
damage. I don’t know who ‘they’ even is , but I feel 
like we’re just the most vulnerable crowd for them 
to zone in on, and for them to get as much as they 
possibly can out of us for their benefit.”
EARTh sTooD sTILL

As part of our youth study, my collaborator Ron 
Srigley designed and analyzed an inquiry whereby 
youth lived without their phones for a week. Ron’s 
chapter in Youth in the Digital Age: Paradox, Prom-
ise, Predicament reported the findings from this 
empirical inquiry.

Youth described a loss of human contact, find-
ing more freedom and focus and having a chance 
to consider ethical and moral problems of living on 
mobile phones, apps and media. One comment was 
typical: “My mom thought it was great that I did 
not have my phone because I paid more attention 
to her while she was talking.”

One youth noticed that simply walking “by 
strangers in the hallway or when I passed them 
on the street” caused almost everyone to take “out 
their phone right before I could gain eye contact 
with them.”

Several youth suggested that without the 
phone, they lacked the confidence to solve basic 
problems or feared for their safety: “Believe it or 
not I had to walk up to a stranger and ask what 
time it was. It honestly took me a lot of guts and 
confidence to ask someone.”

“Another thing I didn’t like about not having a 
cellphone that made me kind of scared at times was 
if someone were to attack me or kidnap me … I really 
wouldn’t be in any position to get help for myself …”

Youth reported a heightened awareness of 
a sense of acute conflict of missing instant 

online connection.
One person said living without their phone was 

“like the Earth stood still.” 
UPGRADEs To PEoPLE

In both the “no-phone experiment” and the 
other in-depth interviews, youth expressed both 
a deeply ingrained and taken-for-granted connec-
tion to their phones, while simultaneously feeling 
despair about a foreboding sense of technology 
taking over human lives.

As Easton stated: “I think humans are going to 
become the new technology, and companies are go-
ing to be selling upgrades to people.”

Or, as Piper recounted: “It’s good that technolo-
gy is advancing fast because then maybe it will help 
some for a good cause. But also then there’s the 
downside of … how do you control it?”
DIGITAL LIVEs AND WELLNEss

Have we lost sight of the emotional, spiritual 
and physical well-being of youth?

Young people in our research asked that adults 
better attend to the myriad ways in which the digi-
tal age affects the well-being of youth. They showed 
how digital media affects all aspects of their lives in 
which well-being is measured such as health, edu-
cation and social relationships.

More interesting is that they said new analy-
ses about the depth and paradox of young digi-
tal lives is required if we are to fully understand 
youth wellness. 

As one result of what I heard from the youth in 
our study, I am now involved in a global research 
network concerned with youth and the Anthropo-
cene. This network is investigating what it’s like 
to be young now and how young people navigate 
wellness in this fragile time.

Researchers in this network have connected 
with the help of digital media — while raising con-
cerns about the technological and capitalistic worl-
dview from within which these tools are born.

It is time to ask whether and how societies will 
support youth wellness in the Anthropocene and 
digital age. To do this well, we must engage and lis-
ten to young people.

[the writer is Professor and Canada 
Research Chair, Young Lives, Education and 

Global Good, York University, Canada]

mACKENzIE GRAhAm
theconversation.com

Around the world thousands of 
people are on organ donor wait-

ing lists. While some of those people 
will receive the organ transplants 
they need in time, the sad reality is 
that many will die waiting. But con-
troversial new research may provide 
a way to address this crisis.

Japan has recently overturned its 
ban on the creation of human-animal 
hybrids, or “chimeras”, and approved 
a request by researchers from the 
University of Tokyo to create a hu-
man-mouse hybrid.

Scientists will attempt to grow a 
human pancreas inside a mouse, us-
ing a certain kind of stem cell known 
as “induced pluripotent stem cells”. 
These are cells that can grow into al-
most any kind of cell. The stem cells 
will be injected into a mouse em-
bryo, which has been genetically 
modified to be incapable of produc-
ing a pancreas using its own cells. 
This hybrid embryo is then implant-
ed in a mouse surrogate and allowed 
to grow. The goal is to eventually 
grow a human pancreas in a larger 
animal – such as a pig – which can 
be transplanted into a human.

Human-animal hybrids have 
been created in both the US and UK, 
but regulations require the embryo 
to be destroyed usually by 14 days. 
The new Japanese regulations allow 
for the embryo to be implanted in 
a surrogate uterus, and eventually, 
to be born as a mouse with a “hu-
man” pancreas. The mice will then 

be monitored for up to two years, to 
see where the human cells travel and 
how the mice develop.
EThICAL IssUEs

The idea of human-animal hy-
brids can raise a lot of questions and 
it’s easy to feel they are “unnatural” 
because they violate the boundaries 
between species. But the boundary 
between species is often fluid, and we 
don’t seem to have the same reaction 
to animal hybrids like mules, or the 
many kinds of plant hybrids humans 
have produced.

Philosophers believe that negative 
reactions to human-animal hybrids 
might be based on our need to have 
a clear boundary between things that 
are “human” and things that are not. 
This distinction grounds many of our 
social practices involving animals, 
and so threatening this boundary 
could create moral confusion. 

Some might feel that human-an-
imal hybrids are a threat to human 
dignity. But it’s difficult to specify 
what this claim really amounts to. A 
stronger objection is the idea that 
a human-animal hybrid may ac-
quire human characteristics, and 
as a result, be entitled to human 
level moral consideration.

If, for example, the injected human 
stem cells travel to the mouse’s 
brain, it could develop enhanced 
cognitive capacities compared to 
a normal mouse. And on that ba-
sis, it may be entitled to a much 
higher moral status than a mouse 
would normally be granted – and 
possibly make it unethical for use in 
scientific experimentation.

moRAL sTATUs
Moral status tells us whose inter-

ests count, from a moral point of view. 
Most people would say human beings 
have full moral status, as do babies, 
fetuses and the severely disabled, 
which means we must consider their 
interests. More controversially, some 
people also believe that non-human 
animals – such as chimpanzees or 
human embryos – possess a degree 
of moral status approaching that of 
human beings.

But pinning down what charac-
teristics confer moral status can be 
tricky. Various criteria have been sug-
gested, including the ability to rea-
son, have self-awareness, the ability 
to form relationships with others, the 
capacity for suffering, or simply being 
a part of the human species. But each 
of these criteria ends up including 
some groups who don’t have moral 
status, or excluding some who do.

The idea that non-human animals 
might have sufficient moral status for 
it to be morally wrong to kill them 
for food, or use for medical research, 
has gained significant traction in the 
philosophical community. Similar-
ly, veganism has grown massively 
worldwide. There’s been a 600% in-
crease in people identifying as vegan 
in the US in just the last three years. 
While in the UK the number of vegans 
has risen from 150,000 in 2014 to 
600,000 in 2018, which suggests peo-
ple are increasingly willing to take 
the interests of animals seriously.

From a philosophical perspective 
using non-human animals for food 
or medical research is unethical be-

cause it significantly harms the ani-
mal, while providing only a small or 
insignificant benefit to us. But even 
those who believe that non-human 
animals have moral status would 
likely support sacrificing the life of 
a non-human animal to save the life 
of a human – as would be the case in 
human-animal organ donation. This 
is because a human can value its life 
in complex ways that a non-human 
animal cannot.

But if human-animal hybrids be-
come more like us than non-human 
animals, it could then be argued that 
it’s unethical to produce a hybrid sim-
ply for the purposes of extracting its 
organs. That is, harvesting the organs 
of a non-consenting human-animal 
hybrid could be morally equivalent to 
harvesting the organs of a non-con-
senting human.

Of course, for this argument to 
work, there would need to be strong 
reasons for thinking not only that a 
human-animal hybrid has moral sta-
tus, but that its life has equal moral 
value to that of a human. And even if a 
mouse-human hybrid did have a “hu-
man-like” brain, it is exceedingly un-
likely that it would be human enough 
to merit equal moral consideration.

So given that this process has the 
potential to successfully resolve the 
perpetual lack of organs for trans-
plant, it’s reasonable to think that the 
use of human-animal hybrids is the 
right thing to do to help save human 
lives – even if it does require some 
level of animal suffering.

[the writer is Research Fellow of 
Philosophy, University of Oxford]
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Messi suspended from Argentina 
for 3 months for comments

Asuncion, Aug 3 (AP): 
Soccer body CONME-
BOL suspended Lionel 
Messi from internation-
al matches for three 
months because of accu-
sations of corruption he 
made at the latest Copa 
Am rica.

The South American 
body also said Friday 
that it fined the super-
star in USD 50,000 for his 
comments after Argenti-
na’s 2-1 win against Chile 
in the third-place playoff 
of the tournament in July.

Messi and Argentina 
can still appeal the de-
cision, which stops the 
striker from playing in 
four friendlies this year.

The 32-year-old will 

not play for Argentina 
matches in September 
against Chile and Mexi-
co, plus another two in 
October versus Germany 
and another adversary to 
be picked. Neither Messi 
nor Argentina’s soccer 
association have made 
comments about CON-
MEBOL’s decision.

Messi is already sus-
pended from the first 
match of the South Amer-
ican World Cup qualifiers 
next March because of 
the apparently unde-
served red card he re-
ceived against Chile.

The Argentine was 
sent off for only the sec-
ond time in his career 
after a shoving match 

with Chile midfielder 
Gary Medel, who also 
was ejected.

Messi avoided the 
medal ceremony in pro-
test and later said Argen-
tina “shouldn’t take part 
in this corruption.” The 
Argentinian also said the 
tournament was set for 
hosts Brazil to win.

Messi had already 
complained against Copa 
Am rica refereeing after 
Argentina’s 2-0 loss to 
Brazil in the semifinals.

When asked if he 
feared being suspended 
for his comments, he said 
“the truth needed to be 
told.” Messi later sent an 
apology to CONMEBOL 
for his remarks.

portrait of a king
RoNGNyoo LEPChA
 

A king who lived two hundred years ago has his leg-
acy carry on to this day. The Lepchas had followed 

him two hundred years ago and they still continue 
to follow him. But Pano Gaeboo Achyok did not be-
come popular in the contemporary Lepcha world so 
easily even though his memory had been kept alive 
in folksongs and folklore. Over time, however, he had 
become just a name lingering on the pages of history. 
The Lepchas had heard of Pano Gaeboo Achyok, they 
spoke of him, but no one truly knew what he was like 
since there were no written records or any image of 
him that had survived and the ones who knew about 
him had long perished from this world. 

Nandini Bhattacharyya writes, “The symbolic 
presence of Gabu Achyuk has been inspiring the peo-
ple to reclaim their lost memory - memory which 

would encourage people to know about their roots 
and help them to live with self-esteem and distinct 
identity.” (Bhattacharyya  2015)

This is one of the reasons why the Lepchas had to 
establish a strong footing for their voice to be heard 
by the world. Second, as Bhattacharyya states, the 
“memory” of the glorious past of a community helps 

build who they are today. Memory may be 
forgotten to some extent and the details 
may get blurred with time, but in the end, 
they manage to survive in many forms as 
folklore and oral histories.

All the while, it was just the name Pano 
Gaeboo Aachyok that was remembered but 
with the efforts of community members he 
is today a name and a figure larger than the 
Lepcha society itself. Things started chang-
ing in the year 1982 as the Lepchas decided 
to raise Pano Gaeboo Achyok from just a 
name to a figure and for that they needed 
an image to look up to. Two Lepcha (then) 
youth of Bom Basti, Dup Shuzong Lepcha 
and the late Norgay Tshering Lepcha, took 
up the responsibility and started with a 
simple sketch drafted from imagination 

of what they had heard through 
oral histories passed down from 
their grandparents. 

This was the starting of a phase from 
where Pano Gaeboo Achyok started develop-
ing from just a blank canvas to an image that 
set the Lepcha world into a new course.

The first festival was celebrated with a 
sketch of Pano Gaeboo Achyok and reintro-
ducing him to the Lepcha masses who came 
to be part of the festival. His achievements 
and bravery were reintroduced in the Lep-
cha milieu.

The portrait was brought to life by a 
famous painter from Kalimpong, Bhakta 
Pariyar. He was given all the important 
details about Pamo Gaeboo Achyok, the 
facial features and detailing like sparse 
moustache and beard. A Rong Dumpra 
(Lepcha men’s attire) was shown to the 
artist as an example of the dress Pano 
Gaeboo Aachyok would have worn. A 
Thyak tuk (Lepcha men’s headgear or 
hat) was also shown to him. The orna-
ments worn by Lepcha men of that era 
were also described in detail. A Rong Pa-
tang (Lepcha weapon) was also shown to 
the artist as to what weapon he used to 
carry. Unfortunately, the Rong Patang was 

never painted by the artist. Pariyar was also given 
details and shown the tail of a Numbaong Aong 
Panu Foo the Racket Tailed Black Drongo, a species 
of the Drongo family considered a King among the 
birds by the Lepchas and in the olden times this dif-
ferentiated the panos from the common folk.

Upon looking at the portrait, one can easily make 

out that the dress Gaeboo Achyok wears in the por-
trait does not match the time period he lived in be-
cause of the fact that while making the portrait the 
details and the materials provided as examples to the 
artist belonged to a much advanced Lepcha society 
and the garments from that time period were a lot dif-
ferent than what is worn today. 

One can only imagine what he looked like? What 
did he wear? Did he even wear those ornaments as 
shown in the portrait??

It took Bhakta Pariyar three months and Rs 
3,000 to complete a half portrait of Pano Gaeboo 
Aachyok. The hard work and the imagination of 
the Lepcha came alive at this moment and forev-
er remained imprinted in the minds of the entire 
community. The portrait is all that is left of the 
last Lepcha king of Kalimpong besides an old 
Pathang kept in the Lepcha Museum in Lower 
Bong Basti which is believed to be his. Some art-
ists within the Lepcha world are trying to recre-
ate the image of Pano Gaeboo Achyok once again, 
this time a complete portrait.

Some do not agree that the portrait has thoroughly 
justified what he actually looked like. While these dis-
agreements still brew up within the community, this 
portrait has inspired the imagination of the Lepcha 
people since the day it was created. The image of 
Pano Gaeboo Achyok today can be seen in posters, 
framed photos on the walls of Lepcha houses, badg-
es which the Lepcha people proudly put on their 
hats, bags and on their traditional attire. It is not 
just a portrait but carries in it the imagination, ex-
pectations and vision of the Lepchas and has today 
become a symbol for the community.

BJP MLA sympathises with 
Sengar in his ‘difficult times’

Lucknow, Aug 3 (PTI): 
A BJP legislator has 
sympathised with MLA 
Kuldeep Singh Sengar, 
accused of raping a 
minor girl and killing 
her two aunts, and ex-
pressed his “best wishes” 
for him to overcome his 
“difficult times”.

Days after Sengar, a 
four-time legislator, was 
expelled from the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party, Hardoi 
MLA Ashish Singh Ashu 
was caught on camera, 
hoping Sengar comes out 
of jail soon.

A video clip of his 
remarks has surfaced 
online.

“Our brother Kuldeep 
Singh could not be here 
among us today as he is 
going through difficult 
times. Our best wishes 
are with him. We hope 
that he will overcome the 
bad times, fight through 
it and come out of it and 
be with all of you to lead 

you,” Ashu is heard say-
ing in the video made at 
a panchayat meeting in 
Unnao on Friday.

“Wherever we are, 
our best wishes are 
with him.”

Sengar is accused of 
raping a girl at his resi-
dence in Unnao district 
in 2017 when she was 
17 years old. A case 
was registered after 
she tried to immolate 
herself outside the res-
idence of Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath in April last year.

A day after the 
self-immolation bid, her 
father died in police cus-
tody.

On July 27, when the 
girl, her two aunts and 
her lawyer were going 
to meet her uncle at Rae-
bareli jail, their car was 
hit by a truck. One of her 
aunts, who was a witness 
in the rape case, died in 
the collision. She and her 

lawyer are admitted to a 
Lucknow hospital.

Her uncle has been in 
jail in a two-decade old 
case for allegedly beating 
Sengar’s brother.

The rape survivor’s 
family alleges the truck-
car collision was a delib-
erate attempt to kill her.

Following an outrage 
over the collision, the 
UP government handed 
over the case to CBI. The 
central agency is now 
investigating all the five 
Unnao cases, including 
the rape case.

The Supreme Court 
is hearing the matter 
and on Friday deferred 
its decision whether to 
transfer the case filed 
after road crash to a 
Delhi court.

On Monday, the apex 
court will pass orders 
on whether the wom-
an should be moved to 
AIIMS hospital in Delhi 
for better treatment.

Mamata declares 
rural Bengal open 

defecation free

Kolkata, Aug 3 (PTI): 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee has declared 
rural West Bengal as 
open defecation free 
(ODF) and said that her 
government will now fo-
cus on solid waste man-
agement.

Around 1.35 crore 
households in rural Ben-
gal have been covered 
by the ‘Mission Nirmal 
Bangla’, which aimed at 
making all villages open 

defecation free (ODF) by 
October 2. “I’m happy to 
share with all of you that 
rural Bengal is now open 
defecation free. Govern-
ment of India has con-
firmed our achievement 
which was our mission 
towards cleaner and 
greener environment 
and safe living,” Banerjee 
tweeted on Friday night.

“Our next focus will 
be solid waste manage-
ment,” she added.

Mild quake in Kolkata 
and neighbouring areas
Kolkata, Aug 3 (PTI): 
A mild tremor lasting for 
a few seconds was felt 
in the city, neighbouring 
Howrah district and its 
surrounding areas on 
Saturday evening, an of-
ficial of India Meteorolgi-
cal Department said.

According to state 
disaster management 
department, there was 
no report of any damage 

from anywhere because 
of the tremor.

The tremor measur-
ing 3.6 was felt in West 
Midnapore and Hoogh-
ly district besides the 
city and Howrah dis-
trict, he said.

“The quake was a 
mild one with the epicen-
tre at 22.5N and 88.1E. It 
lasted for a few seconds 
only,” the official stated.

National bravery 
award winner killed 

in road accident

K e n d r a pa r a / B h u -
baneswar, Aug 3 (PTI): 
A national bravery award 
winner, who had saved his 
uncle from the jaws of a 
crocodile, was among 
two persons killed in 
a road accident in the 
state’s Kendrapara dis-
trict, police said on Sat-
urday. Situ Mallick (16), 
who received the award 
instituted by the Indian 
Council for Child Welfare 
from Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi this year, and 
his cousin Bapu Mallick 
died in the mishap near 
Jarimula under Rajnagar 
area on Friday evening, 
they said.

“The bike-borne 
persons were crushed 
under the wheels of a 
speeding truck,” a police 
officer said. Chief Minis-

ter Naveen Patnaik has 
expressed deep shock 
over the demise of Situ 
and his cousin. Patnaik 
announced an ex-gratia 
of Rs two lakh each to the 
next of kin and conveyed 
deep sympathy to the be-
reaved families.

Showing exemplary 
courage and bravery, Situ 
had saved the life of his 
uncle Binod Mallick from 
the clutches of a croco-
dile, which had sneaked 
into the village pond in 
February last year.

Situ reacted on the 
spur of the moment and 
picked up a bamboo 
stick, dealing a blow on 
the animal’s forehead. 
The reptile, jolted by 
the sudden attack, left 
Binod to slip into the 
waters again.
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Liverpool’s Jürgen Klopp eyes title 
rematch despite lack of new blood

mIChAEL WALKER
theGuardian

Jürgen Klopp did not 
spell it out in quite 

these terms but over the 
past four seasons Man-
chester City’s Premier 
League finishes have 
been fourth, third, first 
and first. This coincides 
with his tenure at Liver-
pool. Since he arrived in 
October 2015, Liverpool 
have finished eighth, 
fourth, fourth and sec-
ond. It is why Klopp said 
of City: “They are clear 
favourites. How could 
we be favourites?”

City’s points tally 
over those four seasons 
reads: 66, 78, 100, 98. 
Liverpool’s is: 60, 76, 
75, 97.

As those figures 
show, it is only last sea-
son that his team seri-
ously rivalled City, or 
anyone else, for the Pre-
mier League title. Liver-
pool made an impressive 
22-point jump but it was 
12 months after City, un-
der Pep Guardiola, did 
the same. Essentially, 
Klopp feels his Reds are a 
year behind the Blues.

As Klopp prepared 
for Sunday’s Commu-
nity Shield match with 
City, there was a hint 
of incredulity about his 
response when asked 
about City’s favourites’ 
status for the title.

“Because they’ve won 
the league twice in a 
row?” he replied by way 
of an isn’t-that-obvious 
explanation. “That’s one 
reason. Ours was the first 

year on that level; we 
have to prove again that 
we can be on that level. 
Ninety-seven points was 
not a coincidence but it’s 
not as if we outplayed all 
the teams, that we shot 
them out of the stadium 
constantly. We had tight 
games. We were a real 
results machine last year, 
really impressive.”

The same description 
could be applied to City, 
who seized the title with 
14 straight victories from 
February to May and, as 
Klopp said, City have not 
got weaker.

“The champions 
didn’t lose a player, apart 
from [Vincent] Kompany, 
but they will be able to 
do something there. They 
are pretty consistent, a 

good age group, experi-
enced.” Klopp omitted 
the sales of Fabian Delph 
and Douglas Luiz, but 
City have signed Rodri 
and Angelino. Liverpool, 
as some of the more 
anxious fans note, have 
not made a perceived 
major signing.

This, however, is not 
the negative to Klopp 
that it is to some. He has 
retained his core squad 
and is relaxed, perhaps, 
because his Bundesli-
ga-winning Borussia 
Dortmund teams were 
raided for players such 
as Mario Götze, Nuri Sa-
hin and Robert Lewand-
owski before fully ma-
turing together. “For the 
first time in my career, 
from next Monday I will 

have the team back to-
gether again, that’s true,” 
he said. “These are the 
transfers we did,” refer-
ring to new contracts 
secured over the past 
year for Sadio Mané, Mo 
Salah and others. It is 18 
months since Virgil van 
Dijk joined, 12 since Alis-
son arrived, plus Naby 
Keïta, Fabinho and Xher-
dan Shaqiri.

“Keeping the boys 
together, staying aggres-
sive, greedy: let’s get go-
ing again,” he said.

It is evolution after a 
revolution, although los-
ing once in reaching 97 
points suggests scope 
for improvement is lim-
ited compared with, for 
example, Liverpool’s 
previous summer. Klopp 

acknowledged this: “The 
higher you get, the more 
difficult it is. But we 
have a lot of space for 
improvement. First, we 
have to try to reach last 
season’s level again.

“When, if that hap-
pens, then you can 
make the next steps but 
it’s not always … it’s not 
PlayStation where you 
can go to the next skill 
or whatever.”

What he has stressed 
as much as anything is 
the Champions League 
win over Tottenham is 
not dwelt on. That, he 
knows, is easier said 
than done.

Reflecting on con-
tinuing jubilation, Klopp 
said wryly: “If you’re not 
successful, people still 

want pictures, but don’t 
talk to you that long.

“If you win some-
thing, everybody feels 
the need to tell you – first 
of all ‘congratulations’, 
then where they watched 
it, how they watched 
it, how they felt, how 
their family felt, how 
their friends felt, how 
the dog felt. “It’s all nice 
but it keeps you in that 
moment. I want to be 
completely focused on a 
new season.”

Liverpool’s planning 
goes beyond it: they have 
begun preparations for 
next year’s pre-season 
and Klopp said he was 
resigned to not having 
around 15 players be-
cause of the European 
Championship and Copa 

América. He has been vo-
cal about player burnout 
and cannot understand 
why the Premier League 
begins next weekend. 
“Somebody has to start 
this discussion,” he said. 
“I spoke to [Napoli’s] 
Carlo Ancelotti – Italy 
has 20 teams as well and 
their season starts on Au-
gust 24th.

“[Kalidou] Koulibaly, 
who played with Sadio 
[Mané] at the African 
Cup of Nations has four 
weeks’ holiday. He’s 
not even close to com-
ing back.”

Mané, Klopp noted, 
will have had 16 days off 
this summer. Fifpro, the 
international players’ 
union, released a report 
this week on the subject: 
‘At the Limit.’ Mané, they 
said, played 70 games 
for club and country 
over the past 12 months. 
Spurs’ Son Heung-min 
played 78.

There will be a win-
ter break in the Premier 
League this season, al-
though the league de-
scribed it as “a mid-sea-
son player break” when 
it was announced, as 
games will continue in a 
staggered form over two 
weekends in February.

It feels a long way 
away to Klopp. “The Pre-
mier League is such a 
wonderful product. We 
don’t need these two 
weeks now where no-
body in the whole world 
is playing, only the Pre-
mier League. It doesn’t 
make sense.”

Chess: Indian 
prodigy, 13, 
is youngest 
to win major 
tournament
LEoNARD BARDEN
theGuardian

India’s prodigy Ramesh-
babu Praggnanandhaa, 

who became the young-
est ever international 
master at 11 and nar-
rowly missed being the 
youngest ever grandmas-
ter at 12, has set another 
landmark by winning the 
traditional Xtracon Open 
at Helsingor, Denmark, 
at 13 years 11 months. 
The Chennai boy scored 
an unbeaten 8.5/10 for 
a performance rating 
of 2741, the level of the 
world top 20.

Unlike the record 
book for youngest grand-
master, which is well 
documented, there is no 
recognised list for the 
youngest winner of a 
major tournament. Judit 
Polgar won in London 
1988 at 12 and Henrique 
Mecking was Brazilian 
champion at 13, but their 
opposition was far weak-
er than for “Pragg”.

The nearest previous 
comparison is Bobby 
Fischer, who won the US 
Open and the US cham-
pionship, both high class 
tournaments, at 14, so 
this is a new record for 
the Indian teen.

Pragg’s fastest vic-
tory, 23 moves to win 
a piece and the game, 
was in the style of Ana-
toly Karpov, simple play 
where his opponent was 
always on the back foot. 
His favourite style often 
leads to endgames where 
he grinds to victory a la 
Carlsen.

He also had the luck 
which tournament win-
ners need in the final 
round when Samuel 
Sevian, one of a trio of 
young US grandmasters 
groomed for the top, 
was a pawn up in a mar-
athon queen endgame 
and missed more than 
one winning chance. In 
that same final round, 
the Norwegian champion 
Aryan Tari missed a sim-
ple tactic which would 
also have won the tour-
nament.

Pragg’s sister Vaisha-
li, 18, also had the result 
of her life, scoring her 
first GM norm and de-
feating Sevian in a major 
upset by an imaginative 
attack.

3630 White’s plan 
was 1...Bb6+ 2 Ke5 Bf2? 
3 Bxf2 Kxf2 4 Kf4 and 
draws, but he missed 2...
Bc7+! 3 Kf5 Bg3 4 Bc3 h4 
when the h pawn queens: 
5 Bd4 h3 6 Bg1 Bf2 7 Bh2 
Kg2 8 Be5 Bg3 followed 
by h2-h1=Q.

Guardiola urges City to strike 
early blow against Liverpool

London, Aug 3 (AfP): 
Pep Guardiola has urged 
Manchester City to pre-
pare for the “incredible 
challenge” of battling 
Liverpool for the Premier 
League title by landing 
an early blow against 
their rivals in Sunday’s 
Community Shield. Guar-
diola’s side pipped Liv-
erpool to the Premier 
League by one point last 
season after a thrilling ti-
tle race went down to the 
last day. The two clubs 
renew their growing ri-
valry when they meet at 
Wembley in the annual 
curtain-raiser to the En-
glish top-flight season 
this weekend.

While City won an 
unprecedented English 
treble of Premier League, 
FA Cup and League Cup 
last term, and are the 
bookmakers’ favourites 
to win the title for a third 
successive year, Guardiola 
is well aware of the chal-
lenge likely to be posed by 
Liverpool. Jurgen Klopp’s 
men lost only once in the 
league last season -- at 
City -- and erased the frus-
tration of failing to catch 
Guardiola’s team by beat-
ing Tottenham to win the 
club’s sixth European Cup 
in June.

Despite a spat be-
tween the pair this week 
when Guardiola hit back 
at Klopp’s jibe over City’s 
big spending on trans-
fers in recent years, the 
Spaniard remains a huge 
admirer of the Liverpool 
boss and the team he has 
built at Anfield.

“He inspires me in 
many things. He is a class 

manager, a top manager. 
He’s so good and it is an 
incredible challenge for 
me every time I face his 
teams,” Guardiola said.

Guardiola’s irrita-
tion at Klopp’s sugges-
tion that City are one of 
a handful of clubs who 
live in a transfer “fantasy 
land” lit the fuse on what 
promises to be a fascinat-
ing 10-month battle for 
supremacy between City 
and Liverpool.

With City yet to win 
the Champions League 
and Liverpool without an 
English title since 1990, 
it is possible they would 
gladly settle for a tro-
phy-swap this season.

But Guardiola knows 
Community Shield hold-
ers City could become 
the first team to win 
three consecutive Pre-
mier League titles since 
Manchester United be-
tween 2006 and 2009, so 
he won’t settle for only 
targeting European glory.

“We won almost ev-
ery trophy; not all of 

them. It was quite re-
markable,” he said of last 
season. Twelve months 
ago Guardiola warned of 
a need to guard against 
complacency after City’s 
record 100-point haul in 
2017-18.

But this year he is 
taking a softer approach 
after being impressed 
with his players’ matu-
rity under intense pres-
sure from Liverpool.

“We will be nicer this 
season. These players 
convinced me with what 
they did last season. 
There are no doubts,” 
said Guardiola, who may 
leave Ederson, Riyad 
Mahrez, Sergio Aguero 
and Gabriel Jesus on the 
bench after their returns 
from international duty.

“At the end of last 
season I didn’t know 
how well we’d handle 
our success and I think it 
was incredible what they 
did last after 100 points. 
The target is to keep im-
proving.” For Liverpool, 
the glamour friendly rep-

resents a chance to fine-
tune their preparations 
after an uneven pre-sea-
son. Three defeats and 
some lethargic displays 
sparked fears that Liv-
erpool were suffering a 
Champions League hang-
over. Sadio Mane is still 
resting after the Africa 
Cup of Nations, but with 
Roberto Firmino, Alisson 
Becker and Mohamed 
Salah back in the fold 
after international com-
mitments, Klopp expects 
a more cohesive display 
at Wembley.

“When you are tired, 
you are tired, and it’s 
quite difficult to then 
play your best football. 
Now it’s getting bet-
ter. The quality of the 
boys who came back, 
of course it helps,” said 
Klopp, whose club last 
won the Community 
Shield in 2006.

“Because the train-
ing was on such a high 
intensity level in the 
games sometimes we 
were really done. 

Murray moves nearer return while 
Tsitsipas moves into top five

Washington, Aug 3 (AfP): Three-
time Grand Slam champion Andy Mur-
ray moved closer to a singles return six 
months after right hip surgery while 
Greece’s Stefanos Tsitsipas rolled into 
the world’s top five Friday at the ATP 
Washington Open.

Britain’s Murray and his brother Ja-
mie, in their first doubles event since 
the 2016 Rio Olympics, lost to New 
Zealand’s Michael Venus and South 
African Raven Klaasen 6-7 (3/7), 7-6 
(8/6), 10-7 in a quarter-final at the US 
Open tuneup event.

Murray has practiced singles this 
week to improve his conditioning after 
the long layoff.

“I feel fine,” Murray said. “Practice 
has been fine. No issues physically. So 
progressing well. Just keep practicing 
the next 10 days or so and see what 
happens.” Top seed Tsitsipas beat 
French 10th seed Benoit Paire 7-5, 6-0 
to reach the semi-finals and ensure he 
will overtake Germany’s Alexander 
Zverev to crack the world rankings top 
five on Monday.

“Once you’re in a certain position 
for a long time, you really crave for 
more,” Tsitsipas said.

“This one position difference might 
not feel a lot for some people but for me 
it really means a lot because there has 
been a lot of hard work behind it, just a 
lot of suffering in general.

“I feel I deserve this position. It 
means a lot for sure.” The 20-year-old 
Australian Open semi-finalist, who 
lost to Zverev in last year’s Washing-
ton semis, booked a semi-final against 
Australia’s Nick Kyrgios, who ousted 
Slovakian lucky loser Norbert Gom-
bos 6-3, 6-3.

“I’m excited to play him,” Kyrgios 
said of Tsitsipas. “He’s one of the best 
players in the world right now.” Murray, 
who feared his career might be over af-
ter the January operation, hasn’t played 
singles since the Australian Open but 
says he might return at the ATP Cincin-
nati Masters starting August 12.

“If I feel like I’m ready, I’ll give it a 
go. If not, I’ll wait probably until after 
New York. But so far it has been fine.” 
Murray, set to play doubles next week 

at Montreal alongside Spaniard Felicia-
no Lopez, doesn’t want his first singles 
matches back to be the best-of-five-set 
variety offered in Grand Slams.

He ruled out playing in Winston-Sa-
lem the week before New York, figuring 
he would be better off practicing for a 
post-US Open return.

“I’ve never competed the week be-
fore a Slam,” Murray said. “If I’m not 
ready five or six days beforehand, I’m 
assuming that I’ll probably just give it 
a miss.” The 32-year-old Scotsman, a 
former world number one now ranked 
222nd, captured Grand Slam singles 
crowns at the 2012 US Open and at 
Wimbledon in 2013 and 2016.
- TsITsIPAs’s shoE IssUEs -

The Tsitsipas victory was marked 
by his third straight game with a de-
lay to change left shoes, having said 
he damages the laces when he slides 
incorrectly.

“There’s nothing I can do about 
it,” he said. “The only thing is proba-
bly change my footwork, stop doing 
that.” Russian third seed Daniil Med-
vedev advanced to the semi-finals 
by defeating Croatian sixth seed and 
2014 US Open champion Marin Cilic 
6-4, 7-6 (9/7).

Medvedev, chasing his fifth career 
ATP title, took the only break at the 
start and never faced a break point.

“I managed to do what I had to do, 
hold my serve and win the tie-break-
er,” Medvedev said. “I’m really happy 
with my level of play.” Next up for 
Medvedev will be 122nd-ranked Ger-
man lucky loser Peter Gojowczyk, 
who outlasted British 13th seed Kyle 
Edmund 6-3, 4-6, 6-3.

Gojowczyk, who only made the 
event after Australian Bernard Tomic 
dropped out with a finger injury, won 
his only title in 2017 at Metz.

In the accompanying WTA event, 
Taiwan’s 31st-ranked Hsieh Su-Wei 
lost to Catherine McNally 6-4, 6-3. The 
American faces Italy’s Camila Giorgi in 
the semi-finals.

Russian qualifier Anna Kalinskaya 
ousted France’s Kristina Mladenovic 
6-4, 4-6, 6-2 to book a semi-final date 
with American Jessica Pegula.
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Nawaz Sharif made laws to launder 

money: Spl assistant to Pak PM

New round of Us-Taliban talks 
opens in Doha: Taliban

Pakistan yet to grant 
consular access to Jadhav

Rankireddy-Shetty team enters 
Thailand Open final

UK updates advisory for British 
nationals to be “vigilant” in J&K

By ADITI KhANNA
London, Aug 3 (PTI): 
The UK government on 
Saturday updated the 
travel advisory for its cit-
izens travelling to Jammu 
and Kashmir, warning 
them to “remain vigilant” 
and up to date with the 
developments, citing re-
ports in the national me-
dia over a heightened se-
curity threat in the state.

The Foreign and Com-
monwealth Office (FCO) 
updated its advisory a 
day after the authorities 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
suspended the annual 
Amarnath yatra due to 
security reasons, and 
issued an advisory ask-
ing pilgrims and tour-
ists to return as soon 
as possible. 

The FCO added on 
its advice that already 
warned against trav-
el to the north Indian 
state, including to the 
tourist destinations 
of Pahalgam, Gulmarg 
and Sonamarg.

“On August 2, the 
Indian media reported 
that the government of 
Jammu and Kashmir had 
advised tourists and Am-
arnath Yatra pilgrims to 
curtail their stay in the 
Kashmir Valley immedi-
ately and take necessary 
measures to return home 
as soon as possible be-

cause of security threats,” 
the FCO update noted.

“The British High 
Commission in New Del-
hi is monitoring the situ-
ation. If you’re in Jammu 
and Kashmir, you should 
remain vigilant, follow 
the advice of local au-
thorities and keep up to 
date with developments, 
including via this travel 
advice,” it said.

In its regular India-re-
lated travel advisory, the 
FCO advises against all 
travel to the immediate 
vicinity of the border 
with Pakistan, other than 

at Wagah and Jammu and 
Kashmir, except for travel 
within the city of Jammu, 
travel by air to the city of 
Jammu, and travel within 
the region of Ladakh.

The government’s 
advice extends to “all 
but essential travel” to 
the city of Srinagar and 
between the cities of 
Jammu and Srinagar on 
the Jammu-Srinagar na-
tional highway.

The broad advice to 
British citizens travelling 
to India also includes a 
warning that the risk of a 
terrorist attack remains 

“very likely”. “Recent at-
tacks have targeted pub-
lic places including those 
visited by foreigners. 
There have been recent 
media reports suggesting 
Daesh (formerly referred 
to as ISIL) may have an 
interest in attacking tar-
gets in India,” the adviso-
ry reads.

“There may be an in-
creased threat to places 
visited by British nation-
als such as religious sites, 
markets, festival venues 
and beaches. You should 
be vigilant at this time, 
monitor local media and 

take all precautions for 
your safety,” it adds.

The purpose of the 
FCO travel advice is to 
provide information 
and advice to help Brit-
ish nationals make in-
formed decisions about 
foreign travel to differ-
ent destinations around 
the world.

The country-wise 
guide, available online, 
is kept under constant 
review to be updated 
in light to developing 
incidents or threats 
in a particular region 
around the world.

US wants to quickly deploy 
new missiles in Asia: Esper

Heavy police deployment outside AIIMS, 
Safdarjung Hospital as doctors continue protest

By sAJJAD hUssAIN
Islamabad, Aug 3 (PTI): 
Special Assistant to Pa-
kistan Prime Minister, 
Accountability, Shahzad 
Akbar has accused the 
family of former premier 
Nawaz Sharif of making 
laws in the 1990s to help 
them launder ill-gotten 
wealth.

Sharing details of 
alleged telegraphic 
transfer of Rs 17 mil-
lion to Sharif ’s daugh-
ter Maryam Nawaz, 
Akbar said the family 
built an empire through 
corruption.

Akbar said every-
thing worked in favour of 
the Sharif family till their 
names came up in the 
Panama Papers in 2016. 

He said the transac-
tion of Rs 17 million in 
Maryam’s account was 
made in 2008, indicat-
ing that the family was 
still using flexible laws 
of the 1990s to bring 
money in Pakistan and 
also send abroad.

He said similar trans-
fer of money from was 
made in the account of 
Sharif’s nephew Salman 
Shehbaz.

“I say that 90 per 
cent of Salman Shehbaz’s 
wealth is based on TT 
(telegraphic transfer),” 
he said.

He said in both cas-
es the money trail is not 
established and that de-
tails of the cases would 
be sent to the National 

Accountability Bureau, 
which is pursuing sev-
eral cases against the 
Sharif family.

Sharif had served 
Pakistan as its prime 
minister twice in the 
1990s. He is credited 
with liberalising the 
economy when he first 
came to power in 1990.

Akbar has earlier too 
leveled serious charges 
against opposition lead-
ers, including Sharif 
who is the president of 
the largest Opposition 
party, Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz.

Meanwhile, Opposi-
tion leaders alleged Ak-
bar is on a witch-hunt at 
the behest of Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan.

Bangkok, Aug 3 (PTI): 
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 
and Chirag Shetty on Sat-
urday became the first 
Indian team to enter the 
summit clash of a BWF 
Super 500 tournament 
with a three-game win in 
the Thailand Open semi-
finals, here. 

The world number 
16 Indian team pre-
vailed 22-20 22-24 21-9 
against the 19th- ranked 
Korean team of Ko Sung 
Hyun and Shin Baek 
Cheol after battling hard 
for 63 minutes.

It is first final of 
the 2019 season for 
Rankireddy and Shetty, 
the men’s doubles silver 
medallist at 2018 Com-
monwealth Games. 

The unseeded India 
combination will face 

third seeds Li Jun Hui 
and Liu Yu Chen of Chi-
na in the summit clash 
on Sunday. Rankireddy 
and Shetty were slow off 
the blocks as the Korean 
pair had the better share 
of exchanges in the first 
game to lead 3-0 and 
then 11-10 at the break.

But after the break, 
the Indians lifted their 
game and drew parity at 
13 apiece before surging 
ahead 20-18. But Hyun 
and Cheol pocketed two 
consecutive points to 
draw level at 20-20.

The Indians kept their 
composure and earned 
two crucial points to take 
the first game.

It was the other way 
round in the second 
game as the Rankired-
dy and Shetty came out 

positive to take a 3-0 lead 
initially. The Koreans, 
however, fought back 
with some smart play 
at the net and overhead 
smashes to lead 11-9 at 
the break, which they lat-
er extended to 19-12.

But the Indian looked 
in no mood to surrender 
as they clawed back to 
make it 20-all. The two 
pairs fought tooth and 
nail before the Koreans 
eventually pocketed the 
second game 24-22 to 
stretch the match into 
the decider.

In the final game, it 
was a cakewalk for the 
Indians as their Korean 
rivals failed to sustain 
the tempo. Rankired-
dy and Shetty started 
aggressively and easily 
sealed the match.

Doha, Aug 3 (AfP): 
Talks between the US 
and the Taliban seeking 
to end nearly 18 years 
of war in Afghanistan re-
sumed in Doha on Satur-
day, the Taliban said.

“Today the talks 
began,” the insurgent 
group’s spokesman in 
Doha, Suhail Shaheen, 
told AFP.

The US, which in-
vaded Afghanistan and 
toppled the Taliban in 

2001, wants to withdraw 
thousands of troops and 
is hoping for a break-
through. However, any 
drawdown would be on 
condition the insurgent 
group renounces Al-Qae-
da and curbs attacks.

Washington is hop-
ing to strike a peace deal 
with the Taliban by Sep-
tember 1 -- ahead of Af-
ghan polls due the same 
month, and US presiden-
tial polls due in 2020.

US President Don-
ald Trump told report-
ers at the White House 
on Friday that “we’ve 
made a lot of prog-
ress. We’re talking”.

A coalition led by 
Washington ousted the 
Taliban, accusing it of 
harbouring Al-Qaeda 
jihadists who claimed 
the September 11, 2001 
attacks against the US 
that killed almost 3,000 
people.

sydney, Aug 3 (AfP): 
Washington wants to 
quickly deploy new in-
termediate-range mis-
siles in Asia, to counter 
the rise of China in the 
region, new US Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper 
said Saturday.

“Yes I would like to,” 
Esper said when asked 
if the US was consider-
ing deploying new me-
dium-range convention-
al weapons in Asia now 
Washington is no longer 
bound by the Intermedi-
ate-Range Nuclear Forc-
es (INF) treaty.

“We would like to de-
ploy a capability sooner 
rather than later,” Esper 
told reporters on a plane 
to Sydney at the start of 
a week-long tour of Asia. 
“I would prefer months 
... But these things tend 

to take longer than you 
expect.” The new Penta-
gon chief did not specify 
where the US intended to 
deploy these weapons.

“I would not specu-
late because those things 
depend on plans, it’s 
those things you always 
discuss with your allies,” 
he said.

Washington with-
drew from the INF trea-
ty on Friday after accus-
ing Russia of violating it 
for years.

Under the pact signed 
in 1987 by then US pres-
ident Ronald Reagan and 
Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev, Washington 
and Moscow agreed to 
limit the use of conven-
tional and nuclear medi-
um-range missiles (with 
a range of 500-5,000 
kilometres, 300-3,000 

miles). But its unrav-
elling had been on the 
cards for months amid 
worsening ties between 
Russia and the US.

Washington is now 
free to compete with 
China, whose arsenal is 
largely made up of weap-
ons prohibited under 
the INF Treaty, to which 
Beijing was never a sig-
natory. Esper said China 
should not be surprised 
by the US plans.

“That should be 
no surprise because 
we have been talking 
about that for some 
time now,” he said.

“And I want to say 
that 80 per cent of their 
inventory is INF range 
systems. So that should 
not surprise that we 
would want to have a like 
capability,” he said.

New Delhi, Aug 3 (PTI): 
Additional police forces 
were deployed outside 
AIIMS and Safdarjung 
Hospital, located across 
the road in south Del-
hi, as resident doctors 
protesting against the 
National Medical Com-
mission Bill came out on 
the streets agitated after 
authorities threatened 
punitive action against 
them on Saturday. Strik-
ing doctors from Safdar-
jung Hospital marched 
towards the arterial Ring 
Road after the Medical 
Superintendent warned 
of strict action against 
them if they failed to re-
sume work. They later 
returned to the campus 
and sat on a dharna at the 
Gate No. 2 of the hospital. 
The striking doctors of 
AIIMS protested outside 
its Gate No. 1.

The resident doctors 
continued their strike 
for the third consecutive 
day on Saturday against 

the Bill which, they said, 
was “anti-poor, anti-stu-
dent and undemocrat-
ic”. Emergency services, 
however, have resumed 
at several government 
hospitals in Delhi. Extra 
police forces were called 
in to ensure the situation 
remained under control.

The protest also led 
to traffic congestion in 
the area, causing inconve-
nience to the commuters. 
The protestors got agitat-
ed following a warning 
issued by the Medical Su-
perintendent of the Saf-
darjung Hospital.

“I have been asked by 
the Ministry to inform you 

that if the striking doctors 
do not resume their duties 
immediately, strict punitive 
action like suspension/ter-
mination of services, vaca-
tion of hostel accommoda-
tion will be initiated imme-
diately against all striking 
doctors,” said Medical Su-
perintendent Sunil Gupta 
in a letter addressed to the 
hospital’s Resident Doctor’s 
Association president.

Safdarjung Hospital’s 
emergency services are 
still affected, a hospital 
staff said. Doctors of sev-
eral associations have 
been expressing reserva-
tions over certain provi-
sions of the Bill. 

By sAJJAD hUssAIN
Islamabad, Aug 3 (PTI): 
A meeting between In-
dian High Commission 
officials and Kulbhushan 
Jadhav did not mate-
rialise on Friday amid 
differences between In-
dia and Pakistan on the 
terms of the consular ac-
cess to the retired Indian 
Navy officer who is on 
death row.

Jadhav, 49, was sen-
tenced to death by a Pa-
kistani military court on 
charges of “espionage 
and terrorism” in April 
2017 following which In-
dia had moved the Inter-
national Court of Justice 
(ICJ), seeking a stay on 
his death sentence and 
further remedies.

On July 17, the ICJ or-
dered Pakistan to under-
take an “effective review 
and reconsideration” of 
the conviction and sen-
tence of Jadhav and also 
to grant consular ac-
cess to India without 
further delay.Diplo-
matic sources said the 
meeting was scheduled 
for 3 pm on Friday.

India had on Thurs-
day sent a communica-
tion to Pakistan making 
clear its position that 
the consular access must 
be “unimpeded” and 
should be in the light of 
the judgement by the 
International Court of 
Justice (ICJ).  However, 
one of the conditions put 
by Pakistan reportedly 
was the presence of a 
Pakistani official when 
the Indian prisoner is 
allowed to meet Indian 
officials as part of the 
consular access.

On Thursday, Pa-
kistan Foreign Office 

(FO) said Jadhav will 
be granted consular ac-
cess on Friday.

“We have offered the 
Indian High Commission 
to avail consular access 
on this Friday. The reply 
from the Indian side is 
awaited,” Foreign Office 
spokesman Mohammad 
Faisal said at the weekly 
media briefing.

The FO has not of-
ficially explained why 
the meeting could not 
take place.

In its 42-page order, 
the world court, while 
rejecting Pakistan’s ob-
jection to admissibility of 
the Indian application in 
the case, held that “a con-
tinued stay of execution 
constitutes an indispens-
able condition for the 
effective review” of the 
sentence of Jadhav.

The bench, however, 
rejected some remedies 
sought by India, includ-
ing annulment of the 
military court’s decision 
convicting Jadhav, his 
release and safe passage 
to India.

The ICJ upheld India’s 
stand that Pakistan had 
“breached” the Vienna 
Convention on diplo-
matic relations, which 
gives countries the right 
to consular access when 
their nationals are ar-
rested abroad.  Pakistan 
claims that its security 
forces arrested Jadhav 
from the restive Baloch-
istan province on March 
3, 2016 after he report-
edly entered from Iran.

However, India main-
tains that Jadhav was 
kidnapped from Iran 
where he had business 
interests after retiring 
from the Navy.
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LOL!  The actress, Ashley Tisdale is dressed in purple 
at CBS’ Carol’s Second Act TV Show panel in Los 
Angeles, Calif. 
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Aries: Your period of introspection is over, 
Aries. It’s time to open up to your partner and 
loved ones. If there’s anything your time apart 
has taught you, it’s the importance of certain 
bonds. Give yourself the permission to be ex-
pressive. Allow your most authentic self to be 
seen and heard. Yes, even if it makes you feel 
vulnerable. Start over on a clean slate.
Tip: Let your most authentic self be seen and heard.
TAurus: Sometimes, things fit seamless-
ly. Other times, you have to mend the cracks 
to find a synergy. This phase of your life 
calls for a greater degree of self-nurture. 
The more you work on releasing old trau-
mas, the more space you will make for the 
light to enter. Be sure to spend a lot of time 
outdoors. Let your bare feet connect with 
Mother Earth. This simple exercise will not 
only help you to stay grounded, but also 
transmute the heavy energies.
Tip: Let the journey of self-healing begin today.
Gemini: “I am the star of my own movie. I 
am also the writer and director. I create won-
derful roles for myself in my work environ-
ment.” A Louise Hay affirmation to help you 
awaken to your infinite power. You are now 

in the process of rewriting the script both per-
sonally and professionally. Make your larger-
than-life dreams a reality. Be prepared to take 
the kind of risks that entails.
Tip: This chapter of your life requires you to 
be the most courageous version of yourself.
CAnCer: We are responsible for the life we 
curate. If the energy that surrounds us is that 
of joy and celebration, we are the reason for 
it. If we are weighed down by fear and limita-
tion, it is our actions (or lack thereof) that have 
led us to this point. Today, the Universe is bring-
ing your attention to that one fear that has been 
keeping you from living your highest potential. 
Can you imagine the doors you will open up 
once you start being honest with yourself?
Tip: Break free from the shackles of your 
own limitations.
Leo: It’s all fun and games until your in-
teraction is limited to text messages. What 
happens when you share space, Leo? Do they 
integrate you into their circle? Do they make 
you feel shunned and unwanted? You know 
exactly what you need to do if you answered 
the aforementioned question with a positive. 
Clichéd as it is, you’re being asked to priori-

tise self-care. There’s a good chance you are 
looking for love in all the wrong places.
Tip: Be your own source of joy, creativity 
and happiness.
VirGo: In a world that looks down on sin-
gledom, you revel in your solo status. No, 
you’re not shunning togetherness. You’re 
simply refusing to settle for anything less than 
magic. You do you, Virgo. Everybody will just 
have to get on board with it. What the Universe 
wants you to focus on: curating a life that sparks 
joy and satisfies you on a soul level.
Tip: How lucky you are to wake up to yourself.
LibrA: What’s keeping you from having 
‘the conversation’, Libra? Is your fear of 
confrontation coming in the way again? This 
phase of your life requires you to be bold and 
take action. If you’re feeling unsure of how 
to broach the subject, turn to nonviolent com-
munication. This way, you can safely express 
how you feel without making the other person 
feel cornered or attacked in any way.
Tip: When in doubt, resort to nonviolent com-
munication.
sCorpio: The message is crystal clear, 
Scorpio. If they wanted to be a part of your 

life, they would have done what it takes. If 
they chose to walk away, take it as a sign that 
they need space. But don’t make the mistake 
of thinking this has anything to do with you. 
They are dealing with their own burdens. Sur-
render to the larger plan. Channel all your en-
ergy into building a beautiful life for yourself.
Tip: Fight for people who fight to keep you 
in their life.
sAGiTTArius: What’s the rush to get to 
the finish line? Everything is as it should be. 
Be grateful for the magic you are experienc-
ing in this moment. If and when you feel like 
you desire more from this partnership, find a 
safe way to express your expectations. You 
may or may not be able to manifest the big 
changes immediately, but you can start work-
ing towards them—starting today.
Tip: Be grateful for the love you experiencing 
in this moment.
CApriCorn: Your revelations this week: 
spending time by yourself can be deeply nour-
ishing. Not all of us have the privilege to run 
off into the wilderness. If you’re confined to 
an urban jungle, find a sacred space amidst 
the chaos where you can unwind. The simple 

ritual of sipping on rose and Oolong tea, and 
free writing/colouring your thoughts, can be 
deeply cathartic. Capricorn, choose a medium 
you resonate with.
Tip: Prioritise solo time.
AquArius: That Woodstock vibe is con-
tagious, Aquarius. It’s making everybody don 
flowers in their hair and freestyle their way 
into your circle. But polyamory may or may 
not be for everyone. You don’t want to get 
caught in a trap of unrealistic expectations. 
Word for the wise: set your boundaries from 
the beginning.
Tip: Even free love needs certain boundaries.
pisCes: No force in the world can stop you 
once you awaken to your own power and 
potential. Remember who you are, Pisces. 
Remember why you came here in the first 
place. You’re going to need an insane amount 
of faith in yourself when the Universe forces 
you to make drastic changes. Don’t look at 
this as a bad thing though. A cosmic cleanse 
is necessary to make place for a new chapter 
in your life.
Tip: Drastic changes threaten to pull the rug 
beneath your feet. 

Having showstopper a marketing 
strategy, doesn’t take attention 
away from clothes: Ritu Kumar

kanika Dhillon rubbishes role in Dia-Sahil 
split, actor comes out in her support

People get defensive when presented 
with hard facts: Sonakshi Sinha

Poetry documents 
the time during which 

it’s written: Gulzar
New Delhi, Aug 3 (PTI): Whether it’s the pain 
of the partition, or the revolutionary move-
ment in Maharashtra by farmers, or the angst 
of people during Assam floods, poet-lyricist 
Gulzar said that poetry documents the time 
during which it is written. Speaking at the Me-
dia Rumble here Friday, the 84-year-old poet 
said that poetry reflects the mood of different 
parts of the country during different eras.

“Poetry is not only about romance, it 
speaks about everything. It documents the 
time when it’s written. When I started trans-
lating poetry of my contemporaries I started 
realising it showed the mood of the country 
across the years,” he said.  Citing the exam-
ple of eminent Urdu poet Faiz Ahmad Faiz’s 
lines written in 1947 -- “Ye daag daag ujala, 
ye shab-gazida sehar, wo intezaar tha jiska, 
ye wo sehar to nahin” -- he said while on one 
side their was mourning of partition, the rest 
of the country was celebrating independence.

“He (Faiz) said this morning is tainted, 
this is not the morning we were looking for. 
This showed how partition was affecting peo-
ple around the border states. I could not find 
any poems, stories, or couplets about the par-
tition in other language but Hindi, Urdu, Pun-
jabi, and Bengali. ecause the partition didn’t 
affect the rest of the country,” he said.

He added that the poetry from different 
parts of the country still shows that we con-
tinue to live in fragments.

“The kind of poetry you’d find from an af-
fected area you wouldn’t find anywhere else. 
The loss and pain of somebody affected by 
Assam floods will not reflect in poetry from 
somewhere else. “Even today, if you see poet-
ry from north East, it is so striking, it is shock-
ing and painful, the rest of the country doesn’t 
even know the issues they face. 

By RAVI BANsAL
New Delhi, Aug 2 (PTI): There is some-
thing wrong with the population explo-
sion in India and “Khandaani Shafakha-
na” tries to raise awareness about it, 
says actor Sonakshi Sinha.  The actor 
believes that films hold a mirror to the 
society but mere facts are not enough 
to convince people.  “The human nature 
is such that if you attack some-
one with facts head on, and show 
them what is wrong, they always 
get defensive. But when you say it 
in a light hearted way, and lace it 
with humour, I think they are more 
receptive.  “They will understand 
what you’re trying to say and this 
is what we’ve done with this film 
as well. I think the kind of topic 
that it touches upon, it required 
a certain humour to it for people 
to kind of understand and start 
thinking about what we’re trying 
to say,” she told PTI in an interview.

Lack of sex education among 
the general masses is the issue that 
“Khandaani Shafakhana”, which 
hits the theatres on Friday, tries 
to highlight.  Sonakshi plays a young 
woman, named Baby Bedi, who inherits 
a sex clinic run by her uncle. She decides 
to use this opportunity to bring about a 
change in the society. She says the film is 
a step in the right direction.

“It is something that will get people 
to think for sure because we are stating 
facts about what is happening in society. 
Nobody’s asking the right questions like 
why is it (population burst) happening? 

“We live in a country of over 130 crore 
people. Where did all these people come 
from? And so there are a lot of relevant 

and important topics that we are talking 
about in this film,” the actor adds. Though 
she considers the part of Baby Bedi one of 
her “best roles” till date, the actor admits 
that her first reaction when the makers 
approached her was one of disbelief.

“My first reaction when they ap-
proached me with the role was that ‘Oh, 
my God, why these guys have come to 

me with this film?’. But when I read the 
script, I was sold on the idea. I believe in 
the things that we are talking about in 
this film,” she adds. The film is directed 
by first time filmmaker Shilpi Dasgup-
ta and Sonakshi says only a female per-
spective could have done justice to the 
subject.  “I’m really glad that I got to work 
with her. The kind of film that it is, and 
the kind of sensitivity it required, I don’t 
think anybody could have made this film 
better than Shilpi. She just handled it with 
utmost care. There is a very thin line be-
tween a subject like this becoming cheap 

or vulgar. But she handled it beautifully.”  
Post “Khandaani Shafakhana”, Sonakshi 
will be seen in “Mission Mangal” where 
she is a part of an ensemble cast that in-
cludes Vidya Balan, Taapsee Pannu, Kirti 
Kulhari, Nithya Menen and Akshay Kumar.

The film’s poster, which released 
last month, was criticised for giving Ak-
shay a bigger display than his women 

colleagues. Sonakshi says no one can deny 
that Akshay is a superstar but the rest of 
the team is equally proud of the project, 
which highlights India’s space achieve-
ment.  “Honestly, the fact of the matter is 
that Akshay Kumar is a big superstar to-
day. And I learned very early on in my ca-
reer, ‘jo dikhta hai, wo bikta hai’. So that is the 
most direct comparison I can make to what 
has happened over here. But I think for all 
of us, we are all part of one team and really 
proud of the film,” she adds.  “Mission Man-
gal”, directed by Jagan Shakti, will hit the 
theatres on Independence Day.

mumbai, Aug 2 (PTI): Writer Kan-
ika Dhillon on Friday slammed me-
dia reports claiming that she was 
the reason behind Sahil Sangha’s 
split from actor Dia Mirza. Dia, who 
announced her separation with 
Sahil on Thursday in a joint state-

ment, also came out in her support, 
saying it was “unfortunate” that a 
section of media had dragged the 
“Manmarziyaan” writer’s name 
in their split.  Kanika and director 
Prakash Kovelamudi also revealed 
on Thursday that they had split two 
years ago though they collaborated 
as a writer and director on “Judge-
mentall Hai Kya”.  Media reports in 
Mumbai claimed that Kanika and 
Sahil’s growing friendship was the 
reason behind both the couple’s de-
cision to split. 

“It’s ridiculous how two individ-
ual reports are being interlinked. I 

have never met Dia or Sahil in my 
entire life. This is baseless and ma-
licious,” Kanika said in a statement.

She also took to Twitter to slam 
the report saying tabloids should 
be “a little more responsible”. 

“Laughable-despicable-irrespon-
sible! Fiction writing is my job... 
Just because two news items 
come at the same time, they can’t 
be interlinked. It’s not a potpour-
ri... Please get over it and let us get 
back to work,” she wrote.  Dia, in 
a social media post, said she was 
upset to see Kanika’s image be-
ing tarnished like that. 

“This is to clarify and put 
to rest all kind of speculation 
that is being bandied about by 
a certain section of the media 
regarding my separation with 
Sahil. It is most unfortunate to 
see the level of irresponsibility 
exercised. “What is even more 
unfortunate is that our colleagues 
names are being tarnished and 

maligned by this media. As a woman, 
I will not stand for another woman’s 
name being used so irresponsibly to 
perpetuate a lie,” she wrote. 

In a series of posts, the actor-ac-
tivist said their request for privacy 
should be respected by the media. 

“I am so sorry Kanika that peo-
ple can be so disgraceful. All my 
love to you,” she added. 

Kanika also responded to Dia’s 
tweet and thanked her.  “Thank you 
Dia. Always admired your work.. 
And now admire you more for your 
graciousness and what you stand 
for as a woman and as a person.”

New Delhi, Aug 3 (PTI): Veteran couturier 
Ritu Kumar believes Bollywood’s influence 
on the Indian fashion industry is “heavy” but 
having big movie stars as showstoppers does 
not take the limelight away from their work.

The 74-year-old celebrated designer, who 
is known for dressing big stars like Karee-
na Kapoor Khan and Priyanka Chopra Jonas 
among others, said the trend of roping in a 
celebrity showstopper benefits both the star 
and the couturier.

“Bollywood’s influence on the Indian fash-
ion industry is very heavy, because it is one of 
the most visible mediums and it is a great PR 
that they do for anybody and the clothes they 
wear, and I think this is there to stay, however 
it is becoming very multi-dimensional,” Ku-
mar told PTI. She believes the trend is fruitful 
for Indian fashion designers as it gives them 
more visibility. 

“Showstoppers is a word that they use, but 
the question is that on ramp they represent 
a known image and that known image has a 
great record. So that is the reason why a lot of 
clothes are put on the showstopper because 
the recall is better, so it’s a marketing effort 
more than anything else. I don’t think it takes 
away attention from the clothes - I think they 
normally complement each other,” she added. 

Kumar was one of the first Indian fashion 
designers to establish herself across the coun-

try and abroad and as the label completes 50 
years she says her journey to bring Indian tra-
dition in forefront still continues. 

“Design and textile in India is a product of 
skills and wisdom passed down generations. 
Ritu Kumar, the brand, has always embraced 
this heritage. This is the USP of all our lines. 
My work is constantly evolving within an aes-
thetic which is sophisticated both in the east-
ern and western sense, with each of the col-
lections making a contemporary statement 
in a fast changing modern India,” she said.  
The designer has been retailing in Europe 
since 1970s but she is proud that she decid-
ed to follow the traditional path rather than 
surrendering to the need of capturing the 
market in West. 

“We tend to be very traditional. This how-
ever doesn’t really mean that every state in 
this country will be wearing one single item 
or bridal wear,” she said. 

Kumar added that ever state in India has 
its own culture and customs and hence it is 
important to create garments “keeping the 
sentiment and the religious feelings of the 
country and people in mind”. 

The designer, who is currently showcasing 
at the ongoing Vogue Wedding Show, is work-
ing with a French designer to bring in more 
sophisticated cuts into her new collection cel-
ebrating her 50 years in the industry.


