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CM pays surprise visit 
SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 15 Apr:

Chief Minister, 
PS Tamang paid 

a surprise visit to 
Jorethang, Melli, Rangpo, 
and Singtam checkpoints 
to take stock of the 
situation in these areas.

In a Facebook post 
the CM wrote, “I spoke 
with the in-charge of 
these areas and briefed 
them regarding the steps 
we will be implementing 
and directed them to 
continue following the 
guidelines to ensure the 
safety of our people and 
our frontline workers. 
I also spoke with the 
person in charge of 
the West Bengal area 
and encouraged them 
to continue with their 
efforts and work in 

tandem with our officers.
We have been 

successful in containing 

COVID-19 and keeping it 
out of our borders and we 
should work to maintain 

this record. I once again 
urge people to follow 
social distancing and 

only leave their homes in 
case of an emergency or 
to buy essential items.”

HSP wants Govt to do more 
for stranded Sikkimese

SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 15 Apr:

Hamro Sikkim Party, 
while commending 

the State Government 
for keeping Sikkim 
COVID-19 free, has 
further stated that “more 
can be done for people 
stranded outside the 
state.”

In a press release 
issued today, HSP 
spokesperson, Biraj 
Adhikari, has also 
welcomed the State 
Government’s initiative 
to reach out to Sikkimese 
stranded outside by 
issuing a notification 
yesterday giving contact 
numbers for some cities 
around the country. 

“The party believes 
in the saying, better late 
than never, and though 
late, it is still welcome,” 
the party states.

The party has also 
assured support for 
the State Government 
decision to keep the 
borders closed for 
everyone and adds that 
more requires to be done 
for the weaker sections 
of the Sikkimese people 
stranded outside.

“Cases of racial 
attacks and slurs in the 
other parts of the country 
have been exposed 
through the media and 
are condemnable, but 
alas, some of our children 
and other Sikkimese 
are facing this bias 
along with other people 
from the North-East,” 
the release highlights, 
while adding that people 
calling the notified phone 
numbers are only being 
told that a report will be 
sent, without immediate 
help being extended. 

Since the number 
of Sikkimese stranded 
outside is low, HSP 
believes that the 
stranded Sikkimese can 
be accommodated by 
opening up government 
properties outside or 
renting hotels and guest-
houses where they can 
be housed safely.

The party has also 
suggested that decision-
making powers be given 
to Govt representatives 
outside Sikkim so that 
they can use resources 
available to them to help 
people.

HSP has also 
demanded that financial 
help be provided to the 
weaker sections of 
stranded people so that 
basic requirements are 
met at the earliest “as 
it has been almost 21 
days now.”Bridge over LodungKhola in West Sikkim gutted by fire 

RudRAKAuShiK
Gyalshing, 15 Apr: 

A wooden suspension bridge 
that connects Sakyong with 

Chongrang (YuksamTashiding 
Constituency) of West district 
was completely damaged in a 
bush fire on Tuesday evening. 
Cause of the fire is yet to be 
ascertained.

The bridge constructed 
on LodungKhola (stream) 
used to act as an alternative 

route connectingSakyong, 
Kabirthang, LowerBhaluthang 
with various places of Tashiding 
constituency in West Sikkim. 

On Tuesday, local residents 
brought the fire under control 
and saved the surrounding 
forest area.

A kuccha house located near 
the bridge was also gutted in the 
fire. A team of officials led by SDM 
Gyalshing, T.T Bhutia visited 
the affected family and assured 

necessary compensation as per 
the government norms.

The old bridge, in dilapidated 
condition since a long time, was 
in need of urgent renovation, a 
local said.

During rainy season, 
the locals used to repair 
the bridge in order to 
travel acrossLodungKhola. 
Maintaining that the bridge 
was a medium for the people to 
have access between Sakyong 

and Tashiding, the locals have 
demanded reconstruction of 
the damaged bridge at the 
earliest. 

They shared that they 
have no alternative route now 
as the bridge is completely 
damaged. 

During dry season 
stream is accessible but it is 
impossible to cross the stream 
during rainy season, said a local 
resident.

Southwest monsoon to be 
normal this year: IMD

New delhi, Apr 15 
(PTi): Southwest 
monsoon will be 
normal this year, the 
India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) said 
on Wednesday in its 
forecast for the four-
month rainfall season in 
the country.

In an online briefing, 
IMD Director General M 
Mohapatra said the Long 
Period Average (LPA) of 
monsoon will be 100 per 
cent which falls in the 
“normal” category.

“Monsoon will be 
normal this year,” he said.

M Rajeevan, 

Secretary, Ministry of 
Earth Sciences, said the 
IMD has revised the 
onset and withdrawal 
dates of the monsoon 
from this year.

However, the normal 
onset date over Kerala, 
which is June 1, will 
remain the same.

india needs to test coronavirus cases more rigorously: Experts
New delhi, Apr 15 (PTi): India needs to 
“significantly ramp up” the number of tests done 
across the country to trace COVID-19 infection cases 
if the pandemic is to be contained in time, experts 
said.

The death toll due to coronavirus crossed 375 
while the number of cases in the country mounted to 
nearly 11,500 on Wednesday, according to the Union 
Health Ministry.

Data obtained from the Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR) said, till April 14, the number of 
samples tested stood at 2,44,893, an increase of 
27,339 from the corresponding figure till the previous 
day (2,17,554).

Experts feel the figures are modest for a court 
of the size of 1.3 billion and “much more number of 
tests” are needed to combat COVID-19 outbreak in 
the country.

According to worldometers.info which maintains 
a global database on coronavirus cases and tests 
conducted, the US, where over 26,000 COVID-19 
deaths have occurred, has done 31,00,387 tests 
averaging about 9,367 per million of population.

The figures for India is 2,44,893 tests averaging 
177 per million of population.

Spain and Italy, two countries which have also 
seen several thousands of fatalities, have done 
6,00,000 and 10,73,689 tests respectively.

Dr Ravi Shekhar Jha, Senior Consultant and Head 
of the Department of Pulmonology at Fortis Escorts, 

Faridabad, said India is going in the right direction 
but it is not enough.

“Given the massive size of our population, the 
number of tests needs to be ramped up and should be 
conducted more rigorously. We need to do effective 
contact tracing and test them so that those people in 
turn do not infect others,” he told PTI.

The number of samples tested till March 28 stood 
at 27,688, a rise of 7,038 from the corresponding 
figure till March 27, according to ICMR data.

“The rise in number of cases happening is also 
because in the last few weeks during the lockdown, 
people who came in contacts with affected people 
were traced and tested. This has to be increased 
manifold if we have to contain coronavirus in time, 
otherwise it will be a difficult affair,” Jha said.

Dr Sandeep Budhiraja, Group Medical Director at 
Max Healthcare, said it has been decided to conduct 
coronavirus tests on “all our workforce and patients 
across the country”.

“Priority will be to test our admitted patients and 
new patients being brought in. And, the front-line 
healthcare workers,” he said.

India is doing lot of tests, but it is not enough 
compared to what the US and Singapore and other 
countries are doing, he said, adding, “much more 
testing needs to be done”.

Another expert from a leading private hospital 
here, who did not wish to be named, said, “The volume 
of tests conducted need to be ramped up significantly 

to capitalise on the gains 
from the lockdown”.

Two kinds of diagnostic 
tests are being currently 
used in India -- RT-PCR test 
and rapid antibodies test, 
according to global health 
norms.

A reverse transcription 
polymerase chain reaction 
(RT-PCR) test is a laboratory 
technique combining reverse 
transcription of RNA into 
DNA that detects the virus 
while the antibody tests, 
which use blood, detect the 
body’s response to the virus.

Dr Arvind Kumar, 
noted lung surgeon at the 
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, 
said the key to fighting the 
COVID-19 battle is “testing, 
testing and testing” and then 
“quarantining and treating”.

“The more number of people we screen, the 
greater our chance of winning this fight against 
COVID-19. The number of tests have to be 
significantly increased,” he said.

In Delhi, which has seen 1561 cases and 30 deaths 
till April 14, over 16,000 samples been tested 

till that period.
“Number of cases were rising and they will 

increase even more now, as more testing is done. 
We are still on the rising limb of the epidemic curve. 
Also, people are learning social distancing, sneezing 
etiquette, which are important elements in this fight,” 
said Dr Rajesh Chawla, a pulmonologist at Apollo 
Hospital.

health Ministry identifies 170 districts in india as hotspots, 207 as potential hotspots
New Delhi, Apr 15 (PTI): The Union Health 
Ministry has identified 170 districts as 
COVID-19 hotspots and 207 districts 
as potential hotspots, officials said on 
Wednesday, reiterating that there has been 
no community transmission of the disease 
in the country so far

Addressing the daily briefing to provide 
updates on coronavirus situation in the 
country, Joint Secretary in the Ministry of 
Health Lav Agarwal said that states have 
been asked to classify districts which 
have reported a higher number of cases 
as hotspots, the districts where cases have 
been reported as non-hotspots, and green 
zones where no cases have been reported

“Hotspots are those districts which are 
reporting more number of cases or where 
the rate of growth of COVID-19 cases is 
high,” Agarwal said, adding a detailed 
direction has been issued to states stating 

consolidated efforts are required to utilise 
this period of lockdown to curb the spread 
of the virus

“Cabinet secretary held a video 
conference today with all chief secretaries, 
DGPs, health secretaries, collectors, SPs, 
municipal commissioners and CMOs where 
hotspots were discussed and orientation on 
field level implementation of containment 
strategy was given

“They were told about large 
outbreak containment strategies, cluster 
containment strategies. Delineation of 
buffer and containment zone, parameter 
mapping, defining of entry and exit points 
were also discussed in detail,” he said

The joint secretary said movement of 
people will not be allowed in containment 
zones except for those related with 
essential services and special teams will 
search for new cases and samples will 

be collected and tested as per sampling 
criteria

The officials said that health facilities in 
buffer zone outside the containment zone 
will be oriented and people facing SARI 
and influenza-like symptoms will be tested 
there

“Special teams have been formed 
which will work in containment zone 
and do contact tracing and house-to-
house surveys. Cases of fever, cough and 
breathlessness will be identified in the 
survey and requisite action will be taken 
as per protocol,” Agarwal said, adding that 
there has been no community transmissions 
so far but some local outbreaks

The total number of COVID-19 cases in 
India has risen to 11,439 with 1,076 fresh 
cases reported in the last 24 hours while 
the death toll stands at 377, the ministry 
official said.

Lockdown sloppy, says Bengal Guv; Mamata asks him to shun politics
Kolkata, Apr 15 (PTi): 
Unhappy over the way 
the lockdown is being 
enforced in West Bengal, 
Governor Jagdeep 
Dhankhar Wednesday 
said police and civil 
officials not following 
protocol be shown the 
door and deployment 
of central paramilitary 
forces be considered, 
drawing a sharp reaction 
from Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee, who 
advised Raj Bhavan to 
eschew politics in times 
of crisis. “Lockdown 
protocol has to be 
thoroughly implemented 
to ward off #coronavirus. 

Police and administration 
@ M a m a t a O f f i c i a l 
failing to effect 100% 
# S o c i a l D i s t a n c i n g 
or curbing religious 
congregations be shown 
door,” Dhankhar tweeted.

“Lockdown must 
s u c c e e d - e x a m i n e 
central para forces 
requisitioning!” the 
governor added.

The governor’s 
remarks did not go 
down well with the chief 
minister, who smelt 
politics in them.

Why do we need 
paramilitary forces? 
There have been 
instances where military 

personnel themselves 
have been infected with 
the virus. Some people are 
trying to fish in troubled 
waters. I would urge 
everybody this is not the 
time for politics. This is a 
crisis situation, Banerjee 
said, but did not name 
the governor. The Union 
Home Ministry had also 
recently flagged “gradual 
dilution” of the lockdown 
in some parts of the state.

Most of these localities 
are minority-dominated, 
and the state BJP unit has 
repeatedly alleged that 
lockdown was not being 
properly enforced in these 
areas.
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335
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Temi Tea begins first flush harvest

NAMchi, 15T APR 
(iPR): 

The small state of 
Sikkim has one and 

only tea garden located 
at a tiny place called 
Temi in South District. 
Established in 1969, this 
tea estate is well known 
for its range of white, 
green, and oolong tea. 
There are a total of four 
season of Temi tea which 
is Spring- it’s also the 
first flush, Summer- the 
second flush, Monsoon- 
the third flush, Autumn-
the final flush. In the 
year 2008 this garden 
was certified as an 
organic tea garden and 
is known all around the 
globe as one of the finest 
organic tea. Grown at an 
elevation ranging from 
1400 to 2000 meters 
above sea level, the tea 
leaves of each season 
has its own flavoursome 
temperament. 

One visit to Temi 
tea garden as of now 
will welcome one to a 
bottomless chasm of 
tea bushes covered in 
varying layers of green 
colour. Currently the 
first flush of Temi tea 

is being plucked this 
flush last between late 
March to April, but it 
highly depends upon the 
weather and harvest. 
It maybe mentioned 
here that ‘First Flush’ 
is defined as the first 
growth of new leaves on 
the tea plant during the 
spring time after these 
plant wake from the 
dormancy of the cold 
winter season in this 
himalayan place. This 
flush often have a floral 
aroma many describe 
this aroma as ‘muscatel’ 
suggesting muscat 
grapes. Tea which is 
made using the leaves of 
the first flush is generally 
light yellow in colour and 
highly desirable among 
the tea connoisseurs. 
This particular flush is 
also one of the largest 
revenue generator as 
compared to the tea 
leaves of other three 
season. 

Amongst, the 
many tea workers we 
caught up with 41 
year-old DilKumariRai, 
who is also a part of 
TemiLabour Union, she 
was busy plucking the 

first flush tea leaves in 
one corner of the garden. 
Speaking regarding the 
COVID-19 she said that 
tea management has 
briefed her and other 
workers about the dos 
and don’ts of this disease. 
They have also been 
provided with face mask 
and sanitizers and has 
been strongly advised 
to follow the guidelines 
so as to guard the 
workers from this new 
and rapidly spreading 
disease.  She also adds 
that she alongwith 
other tea workers has 
already received the 
Chief Ministers relief 
of rice, pluses, oil, 
salt, potato and onion 
which was arranged 
by the panchayat of 
the locality. However, 
she emphasises that 
plucking and looking 
after the Temi tea estate 
can be summed up as a 
kind of tea farming that 
they have done since a 
long time, it’s similar 
to people who opt for 
cultivating of vegetables, 
fruits and that it’s this 
tea cultivation that 
they have consistently 

practised.
Assistant Manager 

Pratik Gautam informed 
that the lockdown 
may adversely affect 
the first flush of Temi 
tea production as 
approximately 22-30 
ton is produced during 
normal season but 
this year due to the 
nationwide lockdown a 
total of 18 ton may only 
be processed. He adds 
that the welfare of the tea 
workers has been kept as 
one of the highest priority 
and that every day the 
workers are handed over 
a new face mask when 
they head out to pluck 
the first flush tea leaves. 
He updated that the 
workers as well as other 
employees have already 
been provided with 
hand sanitizers. As for 
social distancing while 
plucking tea leaves the 
garden workers usually 
maintain social distance 
due to the natural gap of 
the tea bushes and that 
incharge of the various 
section of the garden 
has been vigorously 
instructed to maintain 
the same. During 

weighing of the plucked 
leaves the tea workers 
are compulsory made to 
stand at a 6 feet distant 
while adhering to the 
COVID-19 instructions 
laid down by the 
government. One of the 
most commendable job 
that the tea management 
has done is that they 
have voluntarily sprayed 
sanitizers in all of the 
10 settlements which is 
a residential area and 
comprises of a total 
number of 215 houses 
most members of these 
houses work at the tea 
factory. The management 
also gave paid leave to 
the tea workers from 
25th to 31st March in 
order to streamlined 
the administration in 
view of this disease adds 
the assistant manager. 
Currently, the Temi Tea 
Estate works with half of 
its employees including 
its tea workers as per 
the norm of Sikkim State 
Government and also in 
view of the rising case of 
nCoV.

It maybe mentioned 
that Sikkim State 
Government has also 
recently announced an 
additional incentive wage 
of Rs. 300 per day for 
Temi tea workers who are 
working diligently during 
this lock down period. 
The Government of India 
has also directed that 
all manufacturing units 
engaged in production 
and industries having 
continuous process are not 
covered by the lock down 
order and tea plantation 
and manufacturing 
business is a continuous 
process but in light of 
COVID-19 it has also been 
made mandatory by the 
Sikkim State Government 
that all precautionary 
measures should be 
stringently followed by the 
overseeing supervisors.

Sikkim-BJp calls on people to support 
each other and keep lockdown effective

Summit Report
Gangtok, 15 Apr: 

Bharatiya Janata 
Party’s Sikkim 

unit has called on the 
people of Sikkim to help 
each other and strictly 
follow directions of the 
Central and the State 
governments to keep 
Sikkim safe from Novel 
Coronavirus. Sikkim, it 
may be recalled, is the 
only State in the country 
which does not have any 
COVID-19 case.

BJP-Sikkim president, 
DB Chauhan, has further 
congratulated the Central 
and State governments 
and frontline workers 

for toiling day and night 
to keep Sikkim free from 
nCoV infections.

In a press release 
issued today, Mr Chauhan 
states that even though 
facing huge economic 
losses, the government 
has prioritized safety 
of the people and also 
declared a relief package 
for the poor and working 
class and has been 
providing essential 
commodities on a war-
footing basis. 

He has also 
advised the State 
government to 
include temporary 
workers  engaged in 

di f ferent  business 
establishments, lower 
middle class families 
and workers in private 
companies in the list of 
beneficiaries. 

He has further 
suggested that the 
State government take 
strong steps to aid 
people, students and the 
unwell stranded outside 
the State due to the 
lockdown. 

He adds that the 
BJP state unit has been 
working to address 
issues of the people by 
working in the close 
coordination of the State 
leadership.

North Sikkim monastery contributes 
towards CM’s relief fund

Mangan, 15 Mar (iPR):

Minister for Roads& 
Bridges, Samdup 

Lepcha called on the 
Chief Minister, Prem 
Singh Tamang on 14 
April and handed over 
cheque of Rs 4 lakhwhich 
was contributed by 
D e n j o n g M i n d ro l l i n g 

Monastery Upper 
Tumlong (Rs 3 lakhs) and 
NedupTsheringLachenpa 
(Rs 1 lakh) towards Chief 
Minister’s relief fund to 
combat the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The Chief 
Minister expressed 
his gratitude to the 

Minister,Samdup Lepcha 
and DenjongMindrolling 
Monastery and 
NedupTsheringLachenpa 
who have generously 
contributed with their 
kind gesture towards 
government efforts to 
fight against the global 
crisis of COVID-19.

Tea gardens start operations in North Bengal

Kolkata, 14 Apr (PiB): 
The Plucking and skiffing 
of tea resumed in several 
tea gardens in North 
Bengal, maintaining 
social distancing and 
other sanitisation 
norms prescribed by 
the Union and State 
Government. According 
to the Dy Chairman, 
Tea Board India, Shri 
Arun Kumar Ray, the tea 
gardens in Terai, Dooars 
and Darjeeling have 
started field operations 
from Monday.

According to the 
directives of the Union 
Government as well as 
Government of West 
Bengal, the tea estates 

have to follow social 
distancing norms, 
proper hygiene and 
sanitisation measures 
for resuming work 
and only 15 percent to 
25 per cent workers 
rotationally should 
work following the 
State administrative 
directives. Such 
directives are supposed 
to be implemented by 
the district authorities. 
Abiding all, 25 per 
cent of the work-force 
has already started 
operations, said Shri 
Ray.

In the last week, 
Centre proposed re-
opening of the tea 

gardens, which the 
CM, West Bengal, Smt 
Mamata Banerjee first 
hesitated as the workers 
were a bit unnerved 
in the wake of the 
outbreak of COVID-19, 
but after the meeting 
with representatives of 
industries, Chambers of 
Commerce and MSME 
units allowed 15% to 
25% workers to work in 
the tea gardens following 
rotation and social 
distancing as well as 
sanitisation norms.

According to Tea 
Board there are 1585 
established tea gardens 
in the country and more 
than 387 tea estates in 

West Bengal out of which 
300 belong to Dooars 
region. The time now 
is ripe for first flush tea 
production the Dooars 
region. There are more 
than 3,35 thousand tea-
workers in the State, 
out of which nearly 2,50 
thousand are permanent 

employees. At present 11 
tea gardens are closed in 
the country out of which, 
eight belong to West 
Bengal. The tea gardens 
in West Bengal closed 
since the last week of 
March, 2020, following 
the announcement of the 
lockdown.

SKM labour front inspects private companies
SuMMiT RepoRT
GANGTOK, 15 Apr: 

Si k k i m 
K ra n t i k a r i M o rc h a 

party stated today that 
Sikkim is the only State 
in the country free from 
COVID-19. The party 
has asserted that it has 
been possible only due 
to preventive measures 
and right decision taken 
by the Chief Minister, PS 
Tamangat the right time 
and with the support of 
the people of Sikkim.

An SKM press release 
issued by its secretary 
[press & publicity], 
R a n j a n a P r a d h a n 
mentions that on the 
direction of the CM and 
the party president, 
members of SKM 
Labour Front have been 
visiting different private 
companies across the 
State to ensure the 
welfare and protection of 
workers. 

Likewise, Prem 

Raj Gurung and 
SamsherGurung of 
Labour Front and Boom 
TsheringYonjan of social 
media of the party have 
inspected two private 
companies, Ideal Cures 
Pvt Ltd and North East 
Pharma Pack Company 
situated in East Sikkim.

The release adds that 
during the inspection, 
the SKM team met the 
management of these 
companies and enquired 
if the company has 
provided safety kits to its 
workers and other health 
related steps taken by 
the company in this time 
of crisis. 

The management 
apprised the team 
that the company has 
been following the 
order and direction of 
the government in the 
interest of its workers. 
The management staff 
of these companies 
also expressed that 

Sikkim is still free from 
COVID-19 due to the 
right decision and efforts 
of the CM and the State 
government.

The SKM team also 
asked if workers of 
pharma companies have 
been getting theRs 300 
announced by the CM, 
to which the workers 
thanked the CM for 
providing support in this 
time of lockdown, the 
release adds.

The release mentions 
that on behalf of the 
CM and labour front, 
Prem Raj Gurung has 
thanked all workers 
of pharma companies 
for working during 
this difficult time to 
ensure that there is no 
shortage of medicines 
and medical supplies in 
the country. Labour front 
of SKM party will always 
work in the interest of 
the workers of Sikkim, 
the release adds.

haryana fears losing Rs 4,600 cr revenue in April
chandigarh, Apr 15 
(PTi): Haryana fears 
losing a whopping Rs 
4,600 crore revenue in 
April due to the ongoing 
coronavirus-triggered 
lockdown, which has 
brought all economic 
activities in the state to a 
grinding halt.

The stamp duty alone 
generated Rs 600 crore 
revenue every month in 
Haryana but no money 
is expected to accrue to 
the state coffer on this 
count in April as no land 
deals and other property 
transactions are taking 
place amid the lockdown.

Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar 
on Wednesday too 
voiced the revenue loss 
fear during a televised 
address on the day to the 
people of the state.

Kosh Muloo Dand 
, said Khattar, citing 
the crucial economic 
mantra occurring in 
Kautiliyan Arthshastra, 
which implies “the 

treasury is the backbone 
of administration”, and 
pointed to the revenue 
losses that the state has 
been facing due to the 
lockdown.

We were expecting 
a Stamp duty of Rs 600 
crore, but as no property 
transactions are taking 
place, no money will 
come. We are expecting 
only about Rs 100 crore 
from Excise Duty as 
against nearly Rs 1,000 
crore while from nearly 
Rs 782 crore from VAT 
collections, a maximum 
of Rs 100 crore is 
expected, he said.

The chief minister 
said as against Rs 6,200 
crore monthly revenue 
income from various 
sources, a maximum of Rs 
1,600 crore is expected 
due to the coronavirus-
triggered lockdown, 
which has brought all 
economic activities to 
a grinding halt. We are 
falling short by nearly Rs 
4600 crore.

Khattar said some 
expenditures like salaries 
and pensions are fixed 
and these have to be met.

Nearly Rs 1,850 crore 
goes towards meeting 
salaries of government 
employees, Rs 750 crore 
towards pensions, Rs 
650 crore towards social 
security pension that 
includes the money for 
the old, widows and 
physically challenged 
persons.

An amount of Rs 
1,700 crore goes towards 
servicing debts which the 
state has borrowed.

In view of the current 
situation, the BJP-JJP 
government in the state 
had also announced a 
special financial aides 
to help the poor and 
people in low income 
groups like daily wagers, 
labourers, street vendors 
and construction 
workers who have been 
adversely hit. Meanwhile, 
with mustard and 
wheat procurement 

respectively commencing 
from April 15 and 20, 
Khattar reiterated that 
we will procure every 
single grain of the 
farmers .

He appealed to 
the ‘arhatiyas’ or 
commission agents to 
extend a helping hand to 
farmers during this time 
of crisis.

He asserted that it 
was only a matter of time 
before we win the battle 
against corona .

In our country, 
everyone is fighting this 
battle. The problem is 
big. It is like a traffic 
signal which has turned 
red where all of us have 
stopped and are waiting 
for it to turn green and 

then we will move on. 
No matter how much 
challenge it throws, we 
will overcome it and 
come out of it.

I have been saying 
this ‘Haryana say corona 
harega, bharat say 
bhagega’ (coronavirus 
will be defeated in 
Haryana, eradicated from 
India), said Khattar.
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LAND FOR 
SALE 

(URGENT SALE)

BL land for sale. Road site 100ft 
by 50ft at Lower Syari. Enroute 

Ranipool to Deorali via Syari. 10 
Minutes Drive from Ranipool.

Serious Buyer may contact : 83720-
77482/ 94341-36989/ 98320-82664

EPFO extends deadline for filing 
e-Challan cum Return for wages

Summit Report
Gangtok, 15 Apr: 

Due date for filing of 
Electronic Challan 

cum Return (ECR) for 
wage month March, 2020 
is extended up to 15 
May 2020 for employers 
who have paid wages 
to their employees for 
March, 2020, a press 
release from Employees’ 
Provident Fund 
Organisation [EPFO] 
informs.

The due date for 

March, 2020 is ordinarily 
15.04.2020, so grace 
period of thirty days 
has been allowed to 
the establishments 
covered under EPF & 
MP Act, 1952 to remit 
the contributions and 
administrative charges 
due for March, 2020

The above decision of 
Ministry of Labour, GOI, 
is to support and provide 
relief to employers of 
establishments which 
have disbursed wages 

for March, 2020 to 
its employees and an 
incentive to employers 
for wage payment 
to employees during 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
The move is in keeping 
with the objective of 
the Pradhan Mantri 
GaribKalyanYojana to 
prevent disruption in 
employment and ensure 
earning to employees 
to help them fight the 
pandemic.

The employers have 

to declare the date of 
disbursement of wage 
for March, 2020 in the 
Electronic Challan cum 
returns (ECR) for March, 
2020.

The ECR, with the 
said declaration, and 
contributions and 
administrative charges 
for March, 2020 are 
now due on or before 
15.05.2020.

The employers 
disbursing the wages for 
March, 2020 not only get 

relief of extension of due 
date for payment of EPF 
dues for March, 2020 
but also avoid liability 
of interest and penalty, 
if they remit on or before 
15.05.2020.

This is expected 
to benefit about six 
lakhs establishments 
including four lakhs 
establishments eligible 
under the PMGKY 
package which could not 
file the ECR on time due 
to lockdown

corona Scare and Superstition: 
The Need for Scientific Temper

BuddhA NATh ShARMA

Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID-19) has forced human 

beings to retrospect on many 
aspects of their lives and policies 
of their government. The lack 
of preparedness of the world in 
tackling a pandemic even after 
great development in the medical 
science has become evident. The 
aggressive attitudes of nations in 
developing ‘defense and military 
power’ at the cost of fund cuts in 
healthcare and other essentials 
has become a mainstream 
discourse among the global 
citizens. The deep penetrating 
inequality is once again exposed 
in light with millions finding it 
difficult to secure two meals a day 
amid lockdowns. Among many 
of such aspects, the vulnerability 
of our society in getting carried 
away with superstitious beliefs 
and the lack of scientific temper 
has been uncovered during the 
ongoing corona scare.

 The misinformation and 
superstitious beliefs regarding 
COVID-19 spread parallelly with the 
disease, with some religious leaders 
taking the lead. By as early as 31 
January, reports emerged about a 
Muslim cleric appropriating the 
pandemic as Allah’s punishment 
against China for prosecuting 
Uighur Muslims. Two weeks later, 
president of the All India Hindu 
Mahasabha was heard saying that 
corona virus was an “angry avatar” 
to punish the non-vegetarians. 
Reports of some leader telling the 
pandemic as a punishment against 
homosexuality was also surfacing 
the social media recently. 

Magical cure of the disease 
by turmeric, garlic or any other 
daily available item reached every 
person frequently. By 07 March, 
videos of four people taking cow 
dung bath in Karnataka became 
viral. They believed that it provided 
them with the much-required 
immunity to fight coronavirus. This 
came after the WHO had pressed 
for maintenance of proper hygiene 
as an important precautionary 
measure. One week later, reports 
came about people (around 200 
according to Reuters) hosting a 
“GauMutra” party at Delhi with 
a belief that cow urine can cure 
COVID-19. Their resolve in the 
belief can be appreciated by the 
fact that the party was hosted 
after the Delhi government had 
issued strong advisories to avoid 
unnecessary gatherings and 
social distancing was known as a 
necessary precautionary measure 
against the spread of the disease. 
A law maker from Assam had 
previously expressed a similar 
belief regarding COVID-19. 

The ones mentioned above are 
only very few instances when we 
could ascertain the lack of scientific 
temper in our society. The gravity 
of the situation can be understood 
by the fact that even some educated 
members of the society were seen 
circulating audio clips about the 
“magical healing power” of this or 
that substance. The penetration of 
clips with such information became 
easy in Sikkimese society as these 
were available in all languages 
including Nepali and Hindi. A clip 
widely circulated in rural Sikkim 
informs how a baby was born to 
a deeply religious family after 10 
months of pregnancy and how 

she announced about the magical 
cure against the pandemic. It 
recommended people to apply the 
paste of turmeric to toe of the right 
leg. This would not let the virus go 
inside the body, it claimed. 

 The clapping event of 22nd 
March called by the Prime Minister 
of India to symbolize solidarity with 
the healthcare workers fighting 
the disease in frontline was also 
attributed with many superstitious 
and astrological understandings. 
Even Amitabh Bachchan tweeted - 5 
pm, 22 March, “Amavasya,” darkest 
day of the month; virus, bacteria, 
evil force at max potential &power! 
Clapping, shank vibrations reduce/
destroy virus potency. Moon 
passing to ‘nakshatra’ Revathi. 
Cumulative vibration betters 
blood circulation” which was 
later deleted. A Malayalam actor 
Mohanlal said “Clapping together 
is a process. The sound produced is 
like a mantram(chant) and there is 
a possibility that many bacteria and 
viruses will be destroyed”. Messages 
with these kinds of reasoning 
flooded the whatsapp and its result 
was seen on 22nd March when at 
many places, rallies were organized 
with large gatherings going against 
the norm of social distancing. The 
same day was observed as Janata 
curfew to promote social distancing 
on PMs call.

The second call of the Prime 
Minister was twisted and turned 
in a similar manner and whatsapp 
messages explaining how the ‘high 
temperature’ reached by lighting 
candles and diyas would kill the 
coronavirus was very widely 
circulated. 

Whatsapp forwards alone are 
not in themselves harmful, but 
the blind belief of many in any 
information served without any 
question is the matter of concern. 
These misinformations were being 
circulated even after repeated 
appeals by the governments to 
abstain from doing so. Only after 
the administration showed a 
stricter attitude, did the spread of 
such misinformations declined. 

It is not that the superstitious 
practices in India and around the 
world are new in origin. They 
have been with us since ages. But 
the development of science has 
shed light on the path of truth 
and scientific thinking can be 
cultivated to weed out all shades 
of superstitious practices from 
the society. A famous scientist and 
science popularizer Carl Sagan 
once remarked “We live in a society 
exquisitely dependent on Science 
and Technology, in which hardly 
anyone knows anything about 
science and technology”. 

One of the greatest reasons for 
the ignorance of science and the 
prevalence of superstition in our 
society is the attitude with which 
“science” is viewed. It is simply 
considered to be the collection of 
subjects like physics, chemistry, 
biology, etc. Contrary to this Carl 
Sagan said “Science is more than 
a body of knowledge. It is a way 
of thinking; a way of skeptically 
interrogating the universe with 
a fine understanding of human 
fallibility”.

Moreover, generally science is 
learned with a motivation of greater 
scope of securing a job, instead of 
knowing and realizing truth in life. 
This might be the reason why even 

some of the science educators lack 
scientific bent of mind and they 
fail to inculcate the same in their 
students as well.

The prevalence of abject poverty 
in a considerable amount is also an 
important factor for the present 
situation. With lakhs deprived 
from quality education, they do not 
get an opportunity to cross check 
beliefs that the society has held 
since ages. Therefore, they live and 
are living under the dark clouds of 
superstition.  

Article 51 A (h) of the Indian 
Constitution states that it shall be 
a fundamental duty of every Indian 
citizen ‘to develop the scientific 
temper, humanism and the spirit of 
inquiry and reform’.  The ‘Science, 
Technology, and Innovation 
Policy–2013’ also declares as one 
of its objectives “promoting the 
spread of scientific temper amongst 
all sections of society.” But, the term 
‘scientific temper’ is not known to 
many because it is not taught at any 
level of the educational system.

Professor at IISER, DrSoumitro 
Banerjee, Kolkata in an article 
presents a simple understanding 
of the term ‘scientific temper’ as 
follows: “Everybody faces different 
questions in their lives. If one adopts 
the method followed by science to 
obtain the answers to his or her own 
questions that reflects a scientific 
bent of mind. And then one has to 
conduct one’s life conscientiously 
adhering to the truths found this 
way, and by systematically weeding 
out the unscientific notions and 
beliefs that one may have inherited 
from the society. In fact, this can be 
taken as the process of developing 
scientific temper.”

The eradication of superstitious 
beliefs and practices from our 
society can only be obtained by 
the cultivation of scientific temper 
among the common masses. This 
will require a dedicated science 
movement spearheaded by the 
scientists and science students with 
strong support from the educated 
section and the government. 
Lessons on scientific thinking 
and scientific temper have to be 
included in the school curriculum. 
Great science popularizers like 
Carl Sagan and Stefan Hawking 
will have to take birth in the Indian 
soil. Shows and bulletins based on 
astrology and superstition will have 
to be replaced by those based on 
science. The media hawill have to 
play a very important role. Lives 
of great persons of science like 
Albert Einstein and Madam Curie 
have to be widely cultivated. In the 
context of Sikkim, literatures and 
documentaries of science have to 
be developed in Nepali and other 
regional languages and widely 
circulated. To put in a nutshell, it 
will need a dedicated endeavor 
from all sections of the society in 
conformance with Article 51 A(h) 
of the Indian constitution. 

The corona scare has again 
brought to our notice the deep-
rooted superstitious beliefs and 
practices pertaining in our society 
and its vulnerability in being 
carried away with it. It has exposed 
the lack of scientific temper 
among the common masses 
even after seventy-three years of 
Independence. Now, it is upon the 
all the stakeholders to decide as 
for how long will the society will 
still be largely superstitious!

Chamling calls on 
people to remain 
calm through 
extended lockdown
SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 15 Apr: 

Former Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling 

today appealed to the 
people of Sikkim to 
cooperate and remain 
calm and composed 
through the extended 
lockdown period. 

“We are facing an 
extraordinary problem 
and only extraordinary 
measures will help 
us overcome these 
extraordinary times,” 
he writes on his 
Facebook page, adding 
that the lockdown has 
been extended to save 
lives and there was 
nothing more urgent 
and important a task 
than saving one’s own 
life and the lives of our 
loved ones. 

“If you don’t have 
life, everything else is 
meaningless. That is 
why I urge everyone to 
take care of themselves 
at this difficult time. I 
regard the lives of the 
people as dear as my 
own, and during this 
time, you are all in my 
thoughts,” he remarks.

Modernites contribute to CM Relief Fund

SuMMiT RepoRT
GANGTOK, 15 APR:

Modernite, the 
almuni association 

of Modern Senior 
Secondary School, 
handed over a cheque 

of Rs 20,000 to the 
Education Minister 
as their contribution 
towards the Chief 
Minister Relief Fund 
today. The Modernite 
family has further 

appealed to all to stay 
safe and observe the 
lockdown rules and 
support the State’s 
frontline workers 
keeping Sikkim a corona-
free state.

Strength lifter contributes pension 
amount to CM’s Relief Fund 

SAGARchETTRi
GANGTOK, 15 Apr: 

International athlete, 
PemaDorjee Bhutia 

from Martam in East 
Sikkim has contributed 
his one-month pension 
to the Chief Minister’s 
Relief Fund. He is also 
distributing hand 
sanitizers to the people 
of the area.

5 2 - y e a r - o l d 
PemaDorjee Bhutia 
took voluntary 
retirement from 
Sikkim Armed Police 
a year back to focus 
on producing national 
and international 
athletes especially 
from rural parts of 
the State. He is an 
international strength 
lifter from Sikkim and 
is also the chief coach 
of Sikkim Strength 
Lifting Association. He 
is also an international 
referee in strength 

lifting. 
“I have contributed 

one-month pension of 
Rs 20,000 in the CM 
Relief Fund to support 
the efforts of the State 
government to fight 
against COVID-19,” he 
said while speaking 
over the phone. 

He assured to 
support all decisions 
and policies of the 
State administration to 
fight against COVID-19 
in the State. He also 
urged the people to 
stay alert and stay at 
home to support the 
efforts of the State 
government to keep 
Sikkim free from 
coronavirus infection. 

Mr Bhutia thanked 
filmmaker Mohan 
Dungmali and social 
worker TsheringDawa 
for their support in 
getting hand sanitizers 
to distribute to the 
people of Martam. 

Nepali SahityaParishadnot 
to celebrate ‘BaisakhiParva’ 

this year
SuMMiT RepoRT
GANGTOK, 15 APR: 

Ne p a l i 
S a h i t ya Pa r i s h a d , 

Sikkim, has decided not to 
celebrate ‘BaisakhiParva’ 
this year following the 
COVID-19 outbreak. NSP 
has extended its best 
wishes to the people 
of the country for good 

health and Coronavirus 
free country.

The organization 
has offered its prayers 
to provide energy to the 
people of India to fight 
against this pandemic 
and further wishes good 
health, progress and 
welfare of every person 
of the country.
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Monitor, evaluate and 
hold Accountable

There will be fewer complaints 
then, and less resentment

Monitoring & Evaluation have always been part 
of governance. The least paid-attention-to part, 

but a part nevertheless. Its presence is token and 
piecemeal, extended by pick and choose when it 
should have been institutionalized and extended 
to all levels. Occasionally, one hears of moves 
underway to elevate this aspect of administration 
to the hierarchal dominance it deserves – right at 
the top – but nothing really moves beyond the talk 
of such things. M&E should prioritised. It is high 
time, especially now when those who control the 
release of funds and opportunities are demanding 
achievement records in black & white. 

Too many doles, projects, funding and sponsorship 
have been invested in Sikkim without a scientific, 
unbiased or transparent appraisal of how far the buck 
travels in the State. 

Frankly speaking, monitoring & evaluation is 
a simple science. Projects get drafted, funds get 
allocated, the release of payment requires numerous 
NOCs and clearance certificates to endorse that the 
work was done – that’s monitoring. People look at 
roads carpeted a few months ago  disintegrate with 
the first showers – that’s evaluation. 

So, when the government spends precious funds 
training its officers on monitoring and evaluation, 
it is expected that they bring something more to 
the table than the thumb rule that has the people 
monitoring and evaluating already. What is it that 
‘training’ can deliver that one does not already 
know? Definitely the science to be able to monitor 
and evaluate so well that when things go wrong, the 
figures align themselves in a way that a shortlist of 
who is to be blamed how much is ready even before 
the Vigilance Police wakes up. 

Monitoring and evaluation exercises can be 
carried out endlessly without delivering any results 
unless the most important follow-up to the M&E 
process is codified – accountability. And one does not 
speak of fixing criminal culpability and corruption 
charges on failed projects here. The M&E exercise 
should lead to pulling up lethargic officials who 
contributed to failed projects, those who compromise 
the impact of good initiatives with their poor delivery 
and those who routinely fail to see the larger picture. 
These can be departmental exercises leading to a red 
inked ACR or a compulsory admission to re-learning 
school so long as action is seen to be taken after the 
‘culprit’ has been correctly identified. That would be 
true monitoring and evaluation because it would be 
delivering accountability. Such follow-up will also 
ensure that people do not have a reason to grow 
too resentful, because that is a common condition 
among the lay people who see expansive promises 
get processed with shallow intentions, and then tall 
claims being made without even a token gesture to  
evaluate or hold agencies to account.
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Five things coronavirus can 
teach us about life and death

TONy WALTER
theconversation.com

The COVID-19 pandemic and the 
wall-to-wall news coverage that 

has come with it has changed many 
of our lives seemingly overnight. 
In the UK, as in many countries, 
this news coverage includes a daily 
death toll. For the first time in many 
people’s lives they are having to face 
their own mortality and that of their 
loved ones.

Facing up to this fact can be 
painful and disabling, but in my 
work as a professor of death studies 
I have found it offers an opportunity 
to rediscover truths about life – 
both individually and in society.

Below are five positive things 
death can teach us about life.

1. YOUR LIFE PERSPECTIVE 
CHANGES

Shared adversity can foster a 
sense of community and affinity 
with others that can be masked in 
normal times. The challenge is to 
sustain this after adversity ends. 
And just as personal encounters 
with mortality can transform a 
person’s life, a societal encounter 
with mortality has the potential to 
transform the life of society.

Disaster, pandemic and war 
can destabilise everyday social 
arrangements and assumptions, 
and catalyse profound social change. 
Arguably the Black Death helped end 

feudalism, the Chernobyl disaster 
helped hasten the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, and the experience 
of community solidarity and state 
intervention during World War II 
helped fuel the UK’s desire to set up 
a welfare state. This pandemic has 
potential to change society for the 
better, if we are able to seize this 
opportunity.

2. IT HIGHLIGHTS THE POWER 
OF NATURE

Many like to think they are 
masters of the physical world, 
including their own bodies. The 
deterioration of the body – whether 
through illness, disability, old age or 
ultimately death – reveals the limits 
of this assumption.

On a wider scale, humans are 
devastating the natural world, 
causing the extinction of thousands 
of species at an ever-increasing rate. 
Now, nature, in the form of a tiny 
virus that particularly threatens 
humans, is giving us a taste of our 
own medicine.  The virus – 
l ike  earthquakes,  f loods and 
other natural  disasters  –  is 
reminding us  that  humans 
are also part  of  the natural 
world.

3 .  AND THE POWER OF 
CONNECTION

New forms of  heroism are 
emerging among frontl ine 
health workers ,  c leaners , 

del ivery drivers ,  cashiers , 
refuse col lectors  and 
volunteers. From the clapping for 
carers that neighbourhoods in 
some countries are doing to the 
resurgence of neighbourliness 
and volunteering, the pandemic 
has created webs of giving and 
receiving. Distant family members 
and friends from the past get back 
in touch. What people do now 
counts, and can provide a meaning 
to life sadly absent in many nine-to-
five jobs.

Sociologist and thinker Michael 
Young (Lord Young of Dartington) 
spent his life documenting and 
fostering social solidarity in Britain 
– he helped found the welfare 
state in the 1940s and then wrote 
a sociological study of family and 
kinship in east London. In the 
1990s, he wrote in a study of people 
dying of cancer that death, while 
sundering relationships, can also 
bring people together:

“Death is the common 
experience which can make all 
members of the human race feel 
their common bonds and their 
common humanity.”

My own research confirms this 
to be true.

4. THIS IS AN OPPORTUNITY 
FOR REVIEW

Facing up to mortality prompts 
us to reevaluate our lives. There are 

key times in the life course when 
this is likely to happen. One is the 
mid-life crisis, another is when 
entering old age – people look at 
what they have done so far, and may 
find themselves content with this, 
or decide to change, or regret that it 
seems too late to change.

The pandemic may cause some 
to review their lives while they 
still have enough decades left to 
act on their review. Not only whole 
societies, but some individuals may 
decide to live in new ways.

5. DEATH NEEDS TO BE TALKED 
ABOUT

Facing up to mortality also has 
some simple practical implications. 
However fit and youthful you are, 
you should write a will and talk 
frankly and openly to those closest 
to you about your thoughts, hopes 
and fears.

Talk about what treatment you 
would or would not want if you 
catch COVID-19 and deteriorate. 
But be aware that with both health 
services and families stretched, 
there is no guarantee your wishes 
will be carried out – though 
discussing them first certainly 
helps.

Death’s lesson here, perhaps, is 
about the limits to our control over 
our own life.

[the writer is Professor Emeritus 
of Death Studies, University of Bath]

coronaviruses – A Brief history
LiNdSAy BROAdBENT
theconversation.com

Most of us will be infected with a coronavirus 
at least once in our life. This might be 

a worrying fact for many people, especially 
those who have only heard of one coronavirus, 
SARS-CoV-2, the cause of the disease known as 
COVID-19.

There is much more to coronaviruses than 
SARS-CoV-2. Coronaviruses are actually a family 
of hundreds of viruses. Most of these infect 
animals such as bats, chickens, camels and cats. 
Occasionally, viruses that infect one species can 
mutate in such a way that allows them to start 
infecting another species. This is called “cross-
species transmission” or “spillover”.

The first coronavirus was discovered in 
chickens in the 1930s. It was a few decades until 
the first human coronaviruses were identified 
in the 1960s. To date, seven coronaviruses have 
the ability to cause disease in humans. Four 
are endemic (regularly found among particular 
people or in a certain area) and usually cause 
mild disease, but three can cause much more 
serious and even fatal disease. 

COMMON COLD
Coronaviruses can be found all over the 

world and are responsible for about 10-15% 
of common colds, mostly during the winter. 
The coronaviruses that cause mild to moderate 
disease in humans are called: 229E, OC43, NL63 
and HKU1.

The first coronaviruses discovered that are 

able to infect humans are 229E and OC43. Both of 
these viruses usually result in the common cold 
and rarely cause severe disease on their own. 
They are often detected at the same time as other 
respiratory infections. When several viruses, or 
viruses and bacteria, are found in patients this is 
called co-infection and can result in more severe 
disease.

In 2004, NL63 was detected for the first time 
in a baby suffering from bronchiolitis (a lower 
respiratory tract infection) in the Netherlands. 
This virus has probably been around for hundreds 
of years, we just hadn’t found it until then. A 
year later, in Hong Kong, another coronavirus 
was found – this time in an elderly patient with 
pneumonia. It was later named HKU1 and has 
been found to be present in populations around 
the world.

DEADLIER STRAINS
But not all coronaviruses cause mild disease. 

Sars (severe acute respiratory syndrome) caused 
by SARS-CoV was first detected in November 
2002. The cause of this outbreak wasn’t confirmed 
until 2003 when the genome of the virus was 
identified by Canada’s National Microbiology 
Laboratory. Sars bears many similarities to the 
current pandemic of COVID-19. Older people 
were much more likely to suffer severe disease 
and symptoms included fever, cough, muscle 
pain and sore throat. But there was a much 
greater chance of dying if you had Sars. From 
2002 until the last reported case in 2014, 774 
people died.

A decade later, in 2012, there was 
another outbreak involving a newly identified 
coronavirus: MERS-CoV. The first case of Middle 
East respiratory syndrome (Mers) occurred 
in Saudi Arabia. There were two further Mers 
outbreaks: South Korea in 2015 and Saudi Arabia 
in 2018. There are a handful of Mers cases every 
year, but the outbreaks are usually well contained.

So why did Sars or Mers not result in 
pandemics? The R0 of both Sars and SARS-CoV-2 
is about two or three (although some more 
recent estimates of the R0 for SARS-CoV-2 are 
around five), meaning that every infected person 
is likely to infect two or three other people. The 
symptoms of Sars were more severe, so it was 
much easier to identify and isolate patients.

The R0 of Mers is below one. It is not very 
contagious. Most of the cases have been linked to 
close contact with infected camels or very close 
contact with an already infected person.

One of the main challenges in containing the 
SARS-CoV-2 outbreak is that symptoms can be 
very mild – some people may not even show any 
symptoms at all – but can still infect other people. 
SARS-CoV-2 is not as deadly as either Sars or 
Mers, but because it can spread undetected, the 
numbers of people it will infect and the numbers 
that will die will be higher than any coronavirus 
we have ever encountered. So please, stay at 
home.

[the writer is Research Fellow, School 
of Medicine, Dentistry and Biomedical 

Sciences, Queen’s University Belfast]
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Over 20 lakh jobs at risk in indian 
aviation, dependent sectors: iATA

New delhi, Apr 15 
(PTi): More than 20 lakh 
jobs are at risk in India’s 
aviation space and 
dependent sectors in the 
wake of the coronavirus 
pandemic, according to 
global airlines’ grouping 
IATA.

Commercial flight 
services have been 
suspended till May 3 
as the government has 
extended the nation 
lockdown in continuing 
efforts to curb spreading 
of coronavirus infection, 
which has already 
affected more than 
11,000 people in the 
country.

Faced with 
challenging business 
conditions, some 
domestic airlines have 
resorted to leave without 
pay and layoff of expat 
pilots.

Against the backdrop 
of the current situation 
that has also resulted 
in substantial economic 
disruptions, the IATA 
said airlines in India are 
also not spared.

The International Air 
Transport Association 
(IATA) on Wednesday 
said that airlines 

globally are now facing 
an existential crisis as a 
result of the COVID-19 
outbreak.

“Airlines in India are 
not spared. Passenger 
revenue is expected to 
fall by more than USD 
8.8 billion and passenger 
demand decline by 
36 per cent This puts 
over 2 million (over 
20 lakh) jobs at risk, 
including sectors that are 
dependent on aviation,” 
Albert Tjoeng, Assistant 
Director for Corporate 
Communications (Asia 
Pacific) at IATA, said.

He told PTI that 
the priority for the 
Indian government is 
to ensure that airlines 
have sufficient cash flow 
to tide them over this 
period, by providing 
direct financial support, 
facilitating loans, loan 
guarantees, and support 
for the corporate bond 
market.

“Taxes, levies, and 
airport and aeronautical 
charges for the industry 
should also be fully or 
partially waived,” he 
added.

The IATA is a 
grouping of around 290 

airlines, including Air 
India, Vistara, IndiGo and 
SpiceJet.

Globally, Albert 
Tjoeng said IATA is 
expecting a revenue loss 
of USD 314 billion and 
passenger demand to fall 
by 48 per cent compared 
to 2019.

Airlines are facing a 
liquidity crisis, burning 
USD 61 billion of their 
cash reserves in the 
second quarter of 2020, 
he added.

On Tuesday, IATA 
Director General and CEO 
Alexandre de Juniac said 
the industry’s outlook 
grows darker by the day.

“The scale of the crisis 
makes a sharp V-shaped 
recovery unlikely. 
Realistically, it will be a 
U-shaped recovery with 
domestic travel coming 
back faster than the 
international market. We 
could see more than half 
of passenger revenues 
disappear. That would be 

a USD 314 billion hit,” he 
had said.

He had also said 
that airlines could burn 
through USD 61 billion 
of cash reserves in the 
second quarter alone.

“That puts at risk 25 
million jobs dependent 
on aviation. And without 
urgent relief, many 
airlines will not survive 
to lead the economic 
recovery,” he had said.

More than 8 lakh PAcL investors 
get back their money

New delhi, Apr 15 
(PTi): A total of Rs 205 
crore have been paid to 
over 8 lakh investors of 
PACL Ltd, with claims of 
up to Rs 7,000, markets 
regulator Sebi said on 
Wednesday.

PACL, which had 
raised money from the 
public in the name of 
agriculture and real 
estate businesses, 
was found by Sebi to 
have collected more 
than Rs 60,000 crore 
through illegal collective 

investment schemes 
(CISs) over a period of 
18 years.

A panel headed 
by retired Justice R 
M Lodha initiated the 
process of refunds in 
two phases -- during the 
period January 2, 2018, 
to March 31, 2018, and 
February 8, 2019 to July 
31, 2019, -- for investors, 
who invested money in 
PACL.

“As on date, payment 
aggregating to Rs 204.85 
crore has been effected 

to 8,31,018 investors, 
with claims up to Rs 
7,000,” Sebi said in a 
statement.

In December last 
year, the regulator said 
2,77,544 investors 
having a claim amount 
up to Rs 5,000 have been 
paid under the second 
refund process.

In the first phase, 
refunds were effected 
in respect of 1,89,103 
investors having claim 
amount up to Rs 2,500.

In December 2015, 
Sebi had ordered 
attachment of all assets 
of PACL and its nine 
promoters and directors 
for their failure to refund 
the money which is due 
to investors.

Sebi had asked PACL 
as also its promoters and 
directors to refund the money 
in an order dated August 22, 
2014. The defaulters were 
directed to wind up the 
schemes and refund money 
to the investors within 
three months from the 
date of the order.

ppe suits for CiSF personnel 
deployed at airport

NEELABh SRivASTAvA
New delhi, Apr 15 
(PTi): All Central 
Industrial Security Force 
(CISF) security personnel 
who frisk passengers at 
airports will be provided 
personal protective 
equipment (PPE) suits 
once commercial flight 
operations resume in the 
country, a senior official 
said.

The force has 
procured about 500 
pieces and is in the 
process of obtaining 
more.

Attempts are 
also being made to 
“improvise” raincoats 
with the help of medical 
experts so that security 
personnel deployed 
for other tasks in and 
around the terminal area 
can use them to prevent 
coronavirus.

“All our security 
personnel who frisk 
passengers at airports 
will wear PPE suits. We 
have about 500 pieces 
of them at present and 
more will be procured,” 
CISF Special Director 
General (SDG) and head 
of airports security M A 
Ganapathy told PTI.

Other force officials 
present in the security 
hold area will have 
adequate number of 
personal masks, hand 

sanitisers and shoe 
covers, he said.

The force guards 
63 civil airports of the 
country at present.

The officer said the 
CISF has suggested 
to the Civil Aviation 
Ministry about having a 
staggered flights system 
when airline operations 
resume at the end of the 
nationwide lockdown.

Prime minister 
Narendra Modi had on 
Tuesday declared that 
the second phase of the 
lockdown will continue 
till May 3.

Another official said 
non-bunching of flights, 
one after the other, like 
the earlier times is a 
recommendation that 
the force has made.

Among other 
measures to keep 
passenger operations 
free from COVID-19 
infection, the CISF has 
also suggested that 
adequate measures 
should be taken to 
segregate those who have 
undergone quarantine at 
home or a hospital and 
such passengers could 
be frisked in a different 
section at the airport.

Such passengers, 
the official said, could 
be asked to fill up a 
self-declaration form 
informing this medical or 

COVID-19 related history.
The passengers 

will also be asked to 
report about 2-3 hours 
in advance to take a 
domestic flight so that 
all security procedures 
along with physical 
distance protocols go 
hand-in-hand, the official 
said.

Passengers will be 
asked to wear masks 
while entering the 
airports and sanitiser 
points will be erected 
at various places inside 
and outside the terminal 
area, he said.

The baggage checking 
and screening will also 
be conducted in a similar 
manner, he said.

It is not expected 
that commercial flights 
will witness too much 
occupancy in the initial 
days after the lockdown 
is lifted and hence this 
will give time to airport 
operators and security 
personnel to practice 
the new drills with ease, 
another official, who did 
not wish to be named, 
said.

The about 1.62 lakh 
personnel central force 
deploys about 32,000 
personnel to secure the 
airports of the country 
under its aviation 
security group.

Man shot at in up after he coughs during Ludo game
Noida (uP), Apr 15 
(PTi): Coughing in times 
of coronavirus is bound 
to invite fearful stares, but 
when a 25-year-old man 
in Greater Noida coughed 
during a ludo game, he 
was shot and injured by a 
fellow villager who accused 
him of “trying to spread 
the disease”, according to 
police.

The incident occurred 

around 9 pm on Tuesday 
at a temple in Dayanagar 
village under Jarcha police 
station, where four people, 
including the man who 
received gunshot injuries, 
were playing the board 
game. The injured man, 
Prashant Singh alias 
Pravesh, was hospitalised, 
and is now out of danger, 
while the accused, Jai Veer 
Singh alias Gullu (30), is yet 

to be arrested, the police 
said on Wednesday.

Both are residents 
of Dayanagar village and 
engaged in agriculture, 
according to the police.

“Prashant and three 
others were playing ludo 
at the village temple on 
Tuesday night when Gullu 
arrived there. An argument 
broke out between 
Prashant and Gullu when 

the former coughed.
“Gullu got angry 

thinking Prashant was 
doing it deliberately and 
asked if he wanted to infect 
him (with coronavirus) ,” a 
police official told PTI.

“As the argument 
intensified, Gullu pulled 
out a pistol and shot at 
Prashant,” he said.

An injured Prashant 
was rushed to a private 

hospital, the police said, 
adding that an FIR was 
registered against the 
accused and efforts were 
on to arrest him.

Coughing, fever and 
difficulty in breathing are 
some of the symptoms 
of the novel coronavirus, 
a highly contagious 
disease which has forced a 
nationwide lockdown since 
March 25.
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england’s Lionesses make collective 
donation to #playersTogether fund

Suzanne Wrack
LONdON, 15 APR 
[ThEGuARdiAN]:The 
England women’s team 
have linked up with 
the #PlayersTogether 
initiative instigated by 
Premier League players 
and aimed at providing 
support to the NHS 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

After discussing the 
best way to get involved 
in the campaign the 
squad will make a 
collective donation to 
the fund. A letter was 
tweeted by each of the 
Lionesses on Tuesday 
evening.

The England captain, 
Steph Houghton, said : 
“After discussions with 
a number of Premier 
League players we are 
delighted to confirm the 
whole of the Lionesses 
squad will make a 
collective donation in 
order to support the 
amazing NHS.”

The Liverpool captain, 
Jordan Henderson, who 

played a leading part in 
establishing the fund, 
his teammate James 
Milner and the former 
England player Alex Scott 
applauded the move.

Launched last 
week after the coming 
together of the 20 
Premier League captains, 
the charitable fund 
has partnered directly 

with NHS Charities 
Together to provide 
financial support that 
“will help quickly grant 
funds to the frontline to 
support in a number of 
ways, including to help 
enhance the wellbeing 
of NHS staff, volunteers 
and patients impacted by 
Covid-19.”

Its announcement 

came after the health 
secretary, Matt Hancock, 
singled out Premier 
League footballers in a 
government briefing, 
calling on players to “take 
a pay cut and play their 
part” in efforts to support 
the health service. It was 
a statement which drew 
criticism from many, 
including players, with 

broadcaster Gary Lineker 
calling it “extraordinary 
how it was footballers 
that were targeted”.

H e n d e r s o n , 
Manchester United’s 
Harry Maguire, Watford’s 
Troy Deeney and West 
Ham’s Mark Noble are in 
charge of administering 
the fund on behalf of the 
players.

Buttler says he is in awe of Rohit’s effortless batting
New delhi, Apr 15 
(PTi): England batsman 
Jos Buttler was effusive 
in his praise for Rohit 
Sharma, describing 
the India opener as an 
awesome player, who 
can “effortlessly” take 
down any opposition by 
scoring big hundreds.

“Rohit Sharma I 
think is an awesome 
player,” Buttler said 
during an Instagram live 
session on Rajasthan 
Royals page.

“Effortless. Quite a lot 
of Indian players have 
that awesome style.

“He has been 
fantastic for a long time 
and I just like the way he 
bats and the effortless 
nature in which he takes 
people down.”

Rohit is currently 
regarded as one of the 

greatest ODI players, 
ranked only behind India 
skipper Virat Kohli at the 
top of the ICC rankings. 
The Mumbaikar is the 

only batsman to have 
scored three double 
hundreds in the format.

The 32-year-old 
had equalled Sachin 

Tendulkar’s record for 
most centuries in World 
Cup matches when he 
scored five hundreds at 
the 2019 World Cup to 

end up as the highest-
scorer with 648 runs.

“One of the things 
I have seen with Rohit 
is that if he gets in, he 
scores big runs and 
really affects the game. 
He must have scored 
4-5 hundreds in the 
World Cup last year,” said 
Buttler, who had shared 
the dressing room with 
Rohit at Mumbai Indians 
in the 2016 and 2017 
seasons.

Buttler feels the 
Indian players now 
have become better in 
negotiating short balls.

“I think a few years 
ago people used to attack 
Indian players with 
the short ball but Rohit 
smashes them. Then you 
go fuller and he smashes 
them right down the 
ground.

european Tour warns of smaller purses, fewer perks
London, Apr 15 (AP): 
The European Tour is 
warning its players that 
everything from prize 
money to player services 
will be different when 
golf resumes because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
that will have a profound 
financial impact, 
according to a British 
newspaper.

The Daily Telegraph 
reported Tuesday it has 
obtained a memo from 
chief executive Keith 
Pelley to members that 
outlines the sobering 
effect of the coronavirus 
that has shut down golf 
in Europe since early 
March.

Eight tournaments 
have been postponed. 
Five others, including the 
British Open, have been 
canceled. The next event 
still on the schedule is 
the BMW International 
Open in Germany from 
June 25-28.

Pelley said the 
pandemic has stopped 

the tour’s momentum in 
tournaments and prize 
money and will require 
it to reassess how it goes 
forward.

“You should therefore 
be prepared that when 
we do resume playing, 
the schedule and 
the infrastructure of 
tournaments could look 
radically different from 
what you have been used 
to,” the memo said.

“Many of the things 
you have become 
accustomed to, such as 
top-class players’ lounges 
or courtesy car services 
will most likely assume 
a different appearance, if 
indeed they are present 
at all.”

Chief among the 
changes will be prize 
money.

“The reality is, the 
pandemic is going to have 
a profound impact on the 
tour financially, as well 
as many of our partners, 
both in sponsorship and 
broadcast areas, he said.

The European Tour 
started the year with a 
schedule of 46 events 
held in 31 countries, 
which includes the four 
majors and four World 
Golf Championships.

Pelley was not part 
of the group that tried 
to reconfigure a golf 
schedule to salvage 
what it could of the 
season. The Masters 
has been postponed 
until November 12-15, 
the same date as the 
Nedbank Challenge in 
South Africa, one of 
Europe’s premier Rolex 
Series events.

The US Open has 
moved to Sept. 17-20, the 
same week as the KLM 
Open in the Netherlands.

Rolex Series events 
have a USD 7 million 
purse, an amount that 
goes up as its Race 
to Dubai concludes 
with three events in 
November.

The Telegraph 
reported that Pelley 

and key members of his 
staff have taken salary 
cuts, and that some staff 
at headquarters south 
of London has been 
furloughed.

To salvage the season, 
Pelley suggested in the 
memo that when golf 
resumes, there could be 
multiple tournaments 
in the same location, 
two tournaments in the 
same week or as many 
as four tournaments in 
consecutive weeks in 
the United Kingdom, 
preceded by a 14-day 
period that would allow 
players from other 

countries to self-isolate 
in advance if that health 
requirement is still in 
play.

Pelley said the Rolex 
Series and UK events are 
a priority for the tour and 
broadcaster Sky Sports, 
and that it will “play 
behind closed doors if 
necessary.”

Four European Tour 
members are among the 
top 10 in the world ranking 
Rory McIlroy, Jon Rahm, 
Patrick Reed and Tommy 
Fleetwood though all are 
joint PGA Tour members 
and all but Fleetwood live 
in the United States.

I have got huge Test 
ambitions: Tom Curran

New delhi, Apr 15 
(PTi): He hasn’t played 
red-ball cricket in over 
a year but England all-
rounder Tom Curran 
says he has huge 
Test ambitions and is 
developing his skills to 
make a comeback.

“I’ve definitely got 
huge Test ambitions 
still,” Tom said in a joint 
video conference call 
with brother Sam, who is 
a part of England’s Test 
set-up.

“It’s a tough one 
because I’ve been 
playing so much white-
ball over the last few 
years. Without playing 
Championship cricket it 
is hard,” said the 25-year-
old.

Tom, who has played 
two Tests for England 
-- both in the 2017-18 
Ashes in Australia, hopes 
to feature in a five-day 
game alongside Sam.

“Over the last couple 
of years there was a 
huge focus on white-
ball cricket with the ICC 
Men’s Cricket World Cup 
2019 and rightly so,” he 
said.

“Now it’s trying to 
get that balance between 
white and red-ball 
cricket and developing 
my skills and awaiting 
my chance. I’ll keep 
training hard and try to 
take my chances when I 
can. It would be amazing 
to play Tests with Sam. 
That’s definitely a huge 
ambition of ours.”

Accustomed to a life 
of non-stop cricket, Tom 
says the coronavirus 
enforced break has come 
as a “shock to the system” 
but he knows it is not the 
end of the world in the 

bigger scheme of things.
“It is strange to be 

honest. I think we play 
so much now, you’re just 
used to rolling on from 
one thing to the next. 
Sport is a big part of our 
lives but in the grand 
scheme of things it is not 
the end of the world for 
us compared to some of 
the other things going 
on around the world,” he 
said.

“For the last four or 
five years, it has been 
cricket non-stop, all the 
year round. I think for 
everyone to be stuck 
indoors and not playing 
is a shock to the system, 
everyone is missing it.

“It is a shock to all 
of us, players, people 
involved in the sport, fans 
and lovers of the sport. It 
is a shock to the system 
but what we’re going 
through is nothing in the 
grand scheme of things.”

Tom said he is trying 
to utilize the time to be 
mentally and physically 
ready when play resumes.

“I’m using it as a 
time to get refreshed 
mentally,” said Tom, who 
was looking forward to 
turn up for the Rajasthan 
Royals in the 13th 
IPL, which has been 
indefinitely postponed 
following the extension 
of the lockdown to May 3 
in India.

“It is a terrible time of 
course, but we seldom get 
a break like this in what 
would be the middle of 
our summer. We’re trying 
to stay positive so that 
when we do come back 
we’re in a good position 
to kick on mentally and 
physically for the years to 
come,” he added.

Murali vijay dubs cSK 
as special side in ipL

chennai, Apr 15 
(PTi): Veteran opening 
batsman Murali Vijay on 
Wednesday described 
his IPL franchise Chennai 
Super Kings as a special 
team in the T20 league 
with “legends of world 
cricket” forming a part 
of it.

“CSK is a very very 
special team. The kind 
of players, who came 
aboard right from the 
first auction, you name 
it, they are legends of 
world cricket,” Vijay, who 
spent five seasons with 
the team from 2009-13 
in his first stint before 
re-joining it in 2018, was 
quoted as saying by the 
CSK website.

“It was a great honour 
for us youngsters to step 
into the dressing room 
and rub shoulders with 
some of the legends. You 
get to learn a lot of things 
by watching them and 
being around them,” the 
right- hander said about 
his early days in the 

franchise.
The 36-year-old, who 

has played for India in 
61 Tests, the last being 
in 2018, was a part of all 
the three IPL-winning 
campaigns of CSK.

“Twenty20 was a 
new format in 2008/09, 
and I guess my game 
was suited for white ball 
cricket when I started. I 
kind of enjoyed it when 
the opportunity came to 
me. I was ready up and 
going,” he said.

“The team atmosphere 
was such that you want 
to contribute because 
everyone plays with such 
energy and intensity. The 
competition was very high.”

The IPL, which was 
originally scheduled 
to begin on March 29, 
has been put on hold 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic which has 
wreaked havoc on the 
global sporting calendar 
resulting in various 
events being cancelled 
or postponed.

Tour de France 
rescheduled 
for 29 August 
start due to 
coronavirus
William 
Fotheringham
Paris, 15 Apr 
[theGuardian]: The 
Tour de France has been 
officially postponed to 
29 August owing to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, 
and will finish on 
20 September, the 
organisers Amaury Sport 
Organisation confirmed 
on Wednesday. Shifting 
the centrepiece of the 
cycling calendar will 
involve a delicate juggling 
act with the other two 
Grand Tours, the Vuelta 
a España and the world 
road championships, 
and the five “monument” 
one-day Classics all 
jostling for space at the 
end of the season when 
it is hoped that major 
sports events in Europe 
will resume following the 
Covid-19 lockdown.

The news was greeted 
with delight by the four-
times champion Chris 
Froome, who confirmed 
this week that he has 
largely recovered from 
the accident which cost 
him a ride in the 2019 
race. “The news many of 
us have been waiting for,” 
he said through Twitter. 
“Some light at the end of 
the tunnel – assuming 
all goes well.” Apart from 
during the two world 
wars, the Tour has never 
been cancelled, and 
many in France will see 
plans for its resumption 
as a sign that life may 
return to normal after the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“I was glad to hear that 
the Tour will take place 
at a later date,” said the 
prominent French cyclist 
Julian Alaphilippe. “There 
may be fewer people 
watching but it will still 
be a huge fête with lots of 
joy and motivation.” The 
Tour will stick to the route 
scheduled from 27 June, 
starting in Nice, heading 
west through the Massif 
Central to the Pyrenees 
before looping back to the 
Alps.

“Holding this event 
in the best conditions 
possible is judged essential 
given its central place in 
cycling’s economy and its 
exposure, in particular 
for the teams that benefit 
on this occasion from 
unparalleled visibility,” 
said a statement from 
the Union Cycliste 
Internationale. A rejigged 
calendar for the UCI 
Women’s WorldTour is 
expected by 15 May, with 
all WorldTour events now 
cancelled until 1 August.

The UCI also 
confirmed that the 
road race world 
championships in 
Switzerland will take 
place immediately after 
the Tour. The men’s 
elite time trial title is 
currently scheduled for 
20 September and will 
clash with the Tour finish 
in Paris, potentially 
creating a dilemma for 
riders who might target 
both events such as 
Froome and Holland’s 
Tom Dumoulin. However, 
the men’s elite road race 
is pencilled in for 27 
September.

The official release 
from the UCI said that both 
the Giro and the Vuelta 
would take place after the 
world championships; 
initial signs are that the 
Giro may be moved to 
October, with the Vuelta in 
November.

eSpN asks top on-air personalities to take pay cuts
Bristol (uSA), Apr 15 (AP): 
ESPN is asking some of its on-air 
personalities to take a 15% pay cut 
over the next three months because 
of the coronavirus pandemic.

“We are asking about 100 of 
our commentators to join with our 
executives and take a temporary 
salary reduction,” ESPN spokesman 
Josh Krulewitz said in a statement.

“These are challenging times 
and we are all in this together.”

The pay cuts, which are voluntary, 
would apply to ESPN’s highest-paid 
broadcasters. They are designed 
to help deter further immediate 
furloughs that would affect network 
employees who might be more 
financially vulnerable. ESPN has 
already furloughed those who work 

on live events.
ESPN executives are taking 

20 per cent-30 per cent salary 
reductions as part of cost-cutting 
measures instituted throughout 
Walt Disney Corp.

ESPN has been re-airing games, 
30 for 30 specials and NFL draft 
previews in the absence of live 
events.
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New disinfection robot to aid 
cleaners in cOvid-19 fight

Singapore, Apr 15 
(PTi): Scientists have 
developed a semi-
autonomous robot 
that can disinfect large 
surfaces quickly, and 
reduce the risk of 
cleaners picking up the 
novel coronavirus from 
potentially contaminated 
areas.

The researchers from 
Nanyang Technological 
University (NTU) in 
Singapore are planning 
to have public trials to 
support the fight against 
COVID-19.

Named eXtreme 
Disinfection roBOT 
(XDBOT), it can be 
wirelessly controlled 
via a laptop or tablet, 
removing the need for 
cleaners to be in contact 
with surfaces, the 
researchers said.

The new robot differs 
from other disinfection 
robots currently on 
the market that are 
primarily intended to 
clean and vacuum floor 
surfaces and are unable 
to disinfect odd-shaped 
surfaces or anything 
above ground level, they 
said.

Comprising a semi-
autonomous control unit 

with motorised wheels, 
XDBOT has a six-axis 
robotic arm that can 
mimic human movement 
to reach awkward 
locations such as under 
tables and beds, as well 
as doorknobs, tabletops 
and light switches.

Instead of a 
conventional pressure-
spray nozzle, it uses an 
electrostatic-charged 
nozzle to ensure a wider 
and further spread 
of the disinfectant, 
behind and over hidden 

surfaces, according to 
the researchers.

Unlike typical 
nozzles, XDBOT’s nozzle 
discharges chemicals 
with a positive electrical 
charge, they said.

These disinfectants, 
the researchers noted, 
will then be attracted to 
all negatively-charged 
surfaces.

Surfaces already 
covered with the 
disinfectant will then 
repel the spray, making 
this method very 

efficient, they explained.
Professor Chen 

I-Ming, a roboticist at 
NTU, said the XDBOT 
was conceived when 
COVID19 cases started 
to spike worldwide 
in mid-February, and 
disinfection efforts 
were being stepped up 
at airports, hotels and 
hospitals.

“To stop the 
transmission of a virus 
means we need a way 
to quickly disinfect 
surfaces, which is a 

labour-intensive and 
repetitive activity,” Chen 
explained.

“Using our new robot 
from a distance, a human 
operator can precisely 
control the disinfection 
process, increasing 
surface area cleaned 
by up to four times, 
with zero contact with 
surfaces,” he said.

XDBOT can navigate 
semi-autonomously in 
any environment using 
LIDAR (Light Detection 
and Ranging) and high-

definition cameras, while 
its arm is controlled by 
a human operator -- like 
a tank with a rotating 
turret, the researchers 
said.

The operator can 
control the robot from 
up to 30 metres using a 
laptop or a tablet, which 
can be increased to 50m 
or further with more 
antennas installed on 
XDBOT, they saidThe 
researchers said the 
robot possesses an 8.5 
litre tank that can carry 
a variety of disinfectants 
appropriate to different 
environments such 
as childcare centres, 
hospitals, nursing 
homes and shopping 
malls.

They said it can 
run for four hours 
continuously on a 
rechargeable battery 
pack and is estimated 
to be able to disinfect 
a surface area of up to 
four times that of manual 
cleaning.

Recharging its 
batteries takes eight 
hours at present, but the 
researchers said this can 
be further improved if 
quick-charging technology 
is adopted.

Trump freezes WhO funds as world weighs lockdown lift

Donald Trump 
ordered a freeze on 

funding for the World 
Health Organization 
for “mismanaging” the 
coronavirus crisis, as 
world leaders weighed 
easing lockdowns that 
threaten to tip the global 
economy into a second 
Great Depression.

The death toll from 
the pandemic has topped 
125,000, with nearly 
two million people 
infected by the disease 
that has upended society 
and changed lives for 
billions around the globe 
confined to their homes.

Across the planet, 
leaders are agonising 
over when to lift 
lockdown measures to 
jump-start devastated 
economies but still 
avoid a second wave of 
infections.

And with the world 
battling to get on top of 
the pandemic, Trump 
fired his broadside at 
the WHO and halted 
payments that amounted 
to $400 million last year.

Funding would 
be frozen pending a 
review into the WHO’s 
role in “severely 
mismanaging and 
covering up the spread 
of the coronavirus,” said 
Trump, who accused 
the Geneva-based body 
of putting “political 
correctness above life-
saving measures”.

The outbreak could 
have been contained 
“with very little death” if 
the WHO had accurately 
assessed the situation in 
China, where the disease 
broke out late last year, 
charged the US president.

Trump’s attack came 
as the US counted a 
fresh record of 2,228 

victims over the past 24 
hours, according to Johns 
Hopkins University.

Nevertheless, Trump 
vowed to reboot large 
sections of the world’s 
top economy “very soon,” 
saying the US would 
reopen “in beautiful little 
pieces”, with the hardest-
hit areas like New York 
taking slightly longer.

The International 
Monetary Fund laid bare 
the scale of the economic 
catastrophe, saying the 
“Great Lockdown” could 
wipe $9 trillion from the 
global economy in its 
worst downturn since the 
1930s Great Depression.

The virus-hit Chinese 
economy, second only 
to the US in size, likely 
contracted for the first 
time in around three 
decades in the first 
quarter, according to an 
AFP poll of economists 
on Wednesday.

- ‘Open in a desert?’ -
With tentative hope 

the pandemic could be 
past its peak in some 
European hotspots, 
many countries are 
gradually lifting 
restrictions -- to mixed 
reception.

Italy, one of the 
world’s hardest-
hit nations, allowed 
b o o k s h o p s , 
launderettes, stationery 
shops and children’s 
clothing retailers to re-
open but many business 
owners chose to stay 
shut.

“Open in a desert? 
Why? A bookstore is 
a place where people 
interact -- opening a 
business where no one 
walks by is dangerous 
from every point of 
view,” said Cristina Di 
Caio, a bookshop owner 

in Milan.
Spain has allowed 

work to restart in 
some factories and 
construction sites 
while Europe’s top 
economy Germany is 
expected to ease some 
lockdown measures later 
Wednesday.

Also Wednesday, 
the European Union 
is poised to suggest a 
coordinated “road map” 
for member states to exit 
the lockdown measures.

Vienna’s popular 
Favoriten shopping 
district drew mask-
clad shoppers after the 
government allowed 
some small stores to 
reopen across Austria, 
which has been spared 
the worst of the virus.

“I just hope to God 
that it’s not too early” 
to ease the lockdown, 
75-year-old pensioner 
Anita Kakac told AFP.

- ‘Unenforceable and 
unsustainable’ -

But citizens 
elsewhere braced for 
several more weeks of 
restrictions, including in 
India, whose 1.3 billion 
people will remain in 
lockdown until May 3 
despite uproar from 
millions of unsupported 
poor people.

As the virus appeared 
to be on the retreat in 
some parts of richer 
Europe, it is slowly taking 
hold in Africa, which has 
seen 15,000 cases and 
800 deaths continent-
wide, with fears over 
growing hunger and 
possible social unrest.

“A lockdown is 
unenforceable and 
unsustainable across 
much of Africa,” said 
Jakkie Cilliers at the 
Pretoria-based Institute 

for Security Studies (ISS).
“You are trying to do 

something that is not 
possible and you are 
condemning people to a 
choice between starving 
and getting sick... It’s not 
possible for 10 people 
living in a tin shack... to 
not go outside for three 
weeks.”

A similar crisis is 
emerging in Ecuador 
where hunger trumps 
fear of the virus for 
residents in rundown 
areas of the badly 
affected city of Guayaquil.

“The police come with 
a whip to send people 
running, but how do you 
say to a poor person: 
‘Stay home’ if you don’t 
have enough to eat?” 
said Carlos Valencia, a 
35-year-old teacher.

However, in parts 
of the world that saw 
early outbreaks, things 
were gradually returning 
to some semblance of 
normal -- South Korea 
headed to the polls 
Wednesday with a big 
turnout expected despite 
the disease.

And examples of 
human resilience and 
generosity continued to 
lift the spirits.

While a 99-year-
old British World War 
II veteran has raised 
millions for health 
workers by walking 
lengths of his 25-metre 
garden using a walking 
frame, a man of the same 
age beat the virus in 
Brazil.

“It was a tremendous 
fight for me, greater than 
in the war. In war, you kill 
or live. Here, you have 
to fight in order to live, 
and you leave this fight 
a winner,” said Ermando 
Piveta.

Trump names six Indian-Americans 
to Great American Economic 

Revival Industry Groups
By LALiT K JhA
Washington, Apr 
15 (PTi): President 
Donald Trump has 
named six Indian-
American corporate 
leaders, including Sunder 
Pichai from Google and 
Satya Nadella from 
Microsoft, to his Great 
American Economic 
Revival Industry Groups 
formed to revive the US 
economy ravaged by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Trump has roped in 
over 200 top American 
leaders from various 
industries and sections 
to create nearly a dozen 
and half different groups, 
who will advise him and 
offer recommendations 
on how to revive the 
American economy, 
which has hit an 
unprecedented ebb in 
just a few weeks due to 
the deadly coronavirus.

“They’re the names 
that are, I think, the 
best and the smartest, 
the brightest. And 
they’re going to give 
us some ideas,” Trump 
told reporters at his 
daily White House 
news conference on 
coronavirus on Tuesday.

In addition to Pichai 
and Nadella, the president 
has named IBM’s Arvind 
Krishna and Micron’s 
Sanjay Mehrotra to 
the Tech Group. Other 
members of the group 

are Apple’s Tim Cook, 
Oracle’s Larry Ellison 
and Facebook’s Mark 
Zuckerberg.

Indian-American Ann 
Mukherjee from Pernod 
Ricard has been named to 
the manufacturing Group, 
which among others 
include Caterpillar’s Jim 
Umpleby III; Tesla’s Elon 
Musk, Fiat Chrysler’s Mike 
Manley, Ford’s Bill Ford 
and General’s Mary Barra.

Ajay Banga from 
Mastercard has been 
named to the Financial 
Services Group along with, 
among others, Al Kelly 
from Visa, Blackstone’s 
Stephen Schwarzman; 
Fidelity Investment’s 
Abigail Johnson and 
Intuit’s Sasan Goodarzi.

The various groups 
created by Trump are: 
agriculture, banking, 
c o n s t r u c t i o n / l a b o r /
workforce; defense, 
energy, financial services, 
food and beverages, 
healthcare, hospitality, 
manufacturing, real 
estate, retail, tech, 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n , 
transportation, sports and 
thought leaders.

These bipartisan 
groups of American 
leaders will work 
together with the White 
House to chart the path 
forward toward a future 
of unparalleled American 
prosperity, the White 
House said. 
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FAST ANd FuRiOuS! The action star, Michelle Rodriguez is spotted 
riding her bike through Pacific Palisades, calif.

EtCETERA

Aries:
The cards are urging you to take a deep dive; 
to understand the root of the trauma you are 
reliving at this moment. Yes, denial is the easy 
way out. Addressing it, on the other hand, may 
seem intimidating, but it is also the key to your 
liberation. So resist the urge to let your worldly 
responsibilities get the better of you or to bury 
yourself in a pile of work. What you want to do 
instead is light a candle, put on a soulful playlist, 
call upon your guides, and start moving inwards.
Tip: Dive deep.
Taurus:
The Universe doesn’t like to be micromanaged, 
Taurus. Let go of your need to control the 
given situation as you learn to surf the cosmic 
waves. You are safe and protected. You will 
be taken where you need to go. The cards are 
reminding you to replace control with freedom 
on the interpersonal front too. Could you be 
keeping somebody on a tight leash? Perhaps, 
they’re the ones who are trying to tell you how 
to run the show. Detach and disengage from 
relationships that dull your sparkle. A certain 
degree of distance will give you perspective on 
how to rebuild your relationship on a stronger 
foundation.
Tip: Let go of the need to control.
Gemini:
You’ve been trying and trying to make a 
breakthrough but with no avail. What do you 

think is the loophole here? Perhaps you’re not 
meant to walk through this door. Maybe you 
are, but the method you are using will only get 
you so far. Spirit is asking you to take a deep 
breath, step back, and introspect upon how you 
can reinvent the game. Trust that the power to 
overcome the given obstacle is within you.
Tip: Rethink the strategy, Gemini.
Cancer:
The Universe has an uncanny way of reflecting 
our beliefs back to us. When our narrative is 
centred around the lack of self-worth, we attract 
people, events, and circumstances that confirm 
this belief. When we work on ourselves, raise 
our vibrations, and step into our power, we 
attract experiences that make us feel celebrated. 
Spirit wants you to imbibe a healthy sense of 
pride, Cancer, and to know what you’re worth 
and allow yourself to receive. Spoiler alert: the 
road map of your life will drastically change as 
you do.
Tip: Spirit wants you to imbibe a healthy sense 
of pride.
Leo:
The garb of mediocrity is easy. It gives you a veil 
to hide under. Allowing yourself to be seen and 
heard, on the other hand, takes real courage, 
Leo. But courage is your middle name, is it not? 
So listen to the stirrings of your heart. Follow 
the path that has always been yours. What Spirit 
wants you to know now and forever: you are in 

the process of co-creating many miracles.
Tip: Be bold. Be fearless. Pursue your dreams 
despite the odds.
Virgo:
Two words, Virgo: inner alignment. Start with 
some simple breathing in and breathing out. 
Focus on the chakras or the ‘energy centres’ 
in your body. Awareness is the key to bringing 
them into a state of balance, which in turn 
will align with the cosmic flow. You are at an 
important crossroads in your journey. Going 
back to the old ways seems like the easy way out 
but it will lead to stagnation, which in turn will 
frustrate you. Opening yourself up to the new, 
on the other hand, will make you feel truly alive. 
Step into your power, wild one. Spirit has got a 
plan for you.
Tip: Step into your power now.
Libra:
Often, we shy away from synching our forces 
with other people for the fear that their 
brilliance will somehow outshine ours. But 
you are you, Libra. You are born with unique 
gifts and talents and they are born with theirs. 
Reconnect with your essence. Remember where 
your true power lies. As you do, breathe out the 
fears that have been dimming your light. Open 
the door for fruitful collaboration—a cosmic 
party where each person feels celebrated and 
appreciated.
Tip: Sync your forces with the right people.

Scorpio:
There are days you wake up feeling like the most 
glorious version of yourself, and then there are 
days when waking up in itself is a colossal task. 
Let go of the need to be productive, Scorpio. 
Let go of the need to prove your capabilities to 
the world. What Spirit wants you to know: you 
are perfect as you are. Introspection is going 
to be an important theme for you today. Don’t 
judge or resist what’s coming up. Look at each 
emotion through the eyes of awareness and 
release it with love.
Tip: Allow yourself to be as you let go of the 
need to achieve it all.
Sagittarius:
You’ve got Plan A down pat, but something’s 
amiss. Things are not moving as you previously 
imagined they would. Now is not the time 
to get bogged down by your circumstances. 
Think of life as a play. Take this opportunity to 
freestyle your way through the given situation. 
Spontaneity is the key, Sagittarius. It has always 
been. So let go of the rigidity and approach the 
given situation with a beginner’s mind.
Tip: Learn to freestyle.
Capricorn:
Words of wisdom courtesy Oprah Winfrey: 
“Don’t worry about being successful, but work 
towards being significant and the success will 
naturally follow.” Working hard is embedded 
in your genes, yet you may find yourself 

questioning the chosen path. Let go of the 
worry and the self-doubt. You are exactly 
where you need to be. Every step in the right 
direction counts. When in doubt, let patience 
and persistence become your power words.
Tip: You are on the right path.
Aquarius:
Playing in your safe zone has its merits. You 
know exactly what to do and how to handle 
any given challenge. The downside, however, is 
that the lack of stimulation will ultimately lead 
to stagnation and stagnation is the enemy of 
growth, is it not, Aquarius? So throw caution to 
the wind. Allow yourself to feel the butterflies in 
the pit of your stomach. This is going to be the 
most exciting chapter of your life, if only you’ll 
allow yourself to take the first step.
Tip: Throw caution to the wind.
Pisces:
You thought you wouldn’t survive five days 
of being quarantined, but look at you now! 
Pisces, you’re winning the game of life. You’re 
realising the importance of tuning the noise out 
and journeying back to yourself. Trust that the 
road you’re on will lead to many revelations. 
For those who are still struggling to get there, 
consider grounding and centering practices. Sit 
in silence, observe your breath, and then take 
this stillness into your daily life. You will find 
that each activity you take on becomes almost 
meditative.

Assassin’s creed Game Now completely 
Free For very Limited Time

The best Assassin’s Creed game is now 
available, to own, for free. No strings 

attached. More specifically, Assassin’s 
Creed 2 -- again, the best entry in the long-
running franchise -- is free to download as 
of today. And it will be free to download 
and own until April 17. After this period, 
it will return to full price. However, if you 
download it during this time, you’ll be 
able to keep the game forever. In other 
words, this is NOT a free trial. It’s a free 
download. And once downloaded, it’s 
yours to keep.

Unfortunately though, the game isn’t 
available to everyone. For example, if 
you’re on PS4, Xbox One, or any other 
console, you’re out of luck. The offer is 
only available for PC because the offer 
is only available via uPlay, Ubisoft’s own 
digital storefront on PC.

For those that don’t know: Assassin’s 

Creed 2 is the second entry in the 
Assassin’s Creed franchise that hit back 
in 2009. It was also the entry to really 
put the series on the map. Not only 
is it one of the highest rated and most 
beloved games of last generation, but 
it’s widely considered the best entry 
in the series, alongside Black Flag and 
Origins.

“Assassin’s Creed 2 is the follow-up to 
the title that became the fastest-selling 
new IP in video game history,” reads an 
official pitch of the game. “The highly 
anticipated title features a new hero, 
Ezio Auditore da Firenze, a young Italian 
noble, and a new era, the Renaissance. 
Assassin’s Creed 2 retains the core 
gameplay experience that made the first 
opus a resounding success and features 
new experiences that will surprise and 
challenge players. Assassin’s Creed 2 

is an epic story of family, vengeance 
and conspiracy set in the pristine, yet 
brutal, backdrop of a Renaissance Italy. 
Ezio befriends Leonardo da Vinci, takes 
on Florence’s most powerful families 
and ventures throughout the canals 
of Venice where he learns to become a 
master assassin.”

All of that said, if you’re interested in 
downloading the game for free, and on 
PC via uPlay, you can find the download 
link right here.

Did you know ComicBook.com has a 
Pokemon podcast? That’s right folks, A 
Wild Podcast Has Appeared is available 
every Thursday bringing you the best 
breakdowns of the week’s biggest 
news from Jim Viscardi, Megan Peters 
& Christian Hoffer. Catch the newest 
episode right here or subscribe on 
iTunes today!

cOvid-19: Shah Rukh Khan to be part of global 
event honouring frontline healthcare workers

Mumbai, Apr 15 (PTi): 
Bollywood superstar Shah 
Rukh Khan will join artistes 
from around the world for 
a virtual event to support 
healthcare workers who 
are battling it out against 
the coronavirus pandemic.

The actor took to Twitter 
on Tuesday to announce 
his participation in the 
One World: Together At 
Home’, a virtual concert 
organised by the World 
Health Organization 
(WHO) and international 
advocacy organisation 
Global Citizen.

Curated by pop star 
Lady Gaga, the concert 
will stream on April 18 on 
multiple global platforms 
such as Facebook, 
Instagram, Alibaba, Amazon 
Prime Video, Apple.

“Health care workers 
on the frontlines of the 
#COVID19 crisis need 

our support. That’s why 
I’m standing in solidarity 
with @glblctzn and @
WHO for One World: 
#TogetherAtHome a one-
night special event on April 
18,” Shah Rukh wrote on 
Twitter.

The special event, ‘One 
World: Together At Home’ 
will see performances from 
Gaga, Adam Lambert, Billie 
Joe Armstrong, Camila 
Cabello, Chris Martin, David 
and Victoria Beckham, 
Ellen DeGeneres, Idris 
and Sabrina Elba, Jennifer 
Lopez, Jennifer Hudson, 
Lilly Singh, Oprah Winfrey, 
Paul McCartney, Priyanka 
Chopra Jonas, Taylor Swift, 
Vishal Mishra among others.

Like many film 
personalities, Shah Rukh 
has been doing his bit to 
contribute to fight against 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

On Monday, the star 

provided 25,000 kits 
of personal protective 
equipment (PPE) kits 
to the frontline medical 
staff in Maharashtra 
fighting to contain 
the novel coronavirus 
pandemic in the state. He 
has committed to donate 
the same to West Bengal.

Recently, he, along 
with wife Gauri Khan, 
offered their four-storey 
personal office space 
for treating COVID-19 
patients.

The 54-year-old 
superstar had earlier 
announced various 
initiatives to help the 
country during the health 
crisis.

According to the Union 
health ministry, the death 
toll due to COVID-19 
climbed to 377, while the 
number of cases in the 
country rose to 11,439.

Joel Coen solo directorial titled ‘Tragedy of Macbeth’
Los Angeles, Apr 15 (PTi): 
Filmmaker Joel Coen’s 
upcoming take on William 
Shakespeare’s classic 
“Macbeth” is titled “The 
Tragedy of Macbeth”.

The director, who has 
made some of the most 
critically-acclaimed films 
such as “Fargo”, “The Big 
Lebowski” and “No Country 
For Old Men” with his brother 
Ethan Coen, is going solo for 
the new project.

The film will feature 
his wife, actor Frances 
McDormand and Denzel 
Washington in the lead.

Talking to Film Stage 
along with Joel, McDormand 

said the new adaptation 
will be different from the 
previous iterations of the 
famous play.

“I think a very important 
thing about Joel’s adaptation 
is that we are not calling it 
‘Macbeth’. We’re calling it 
‘The Tragedy of Macbeth’, 
which I think is an important 
distinction. In Joel’s 
adaptation, we are exploring 
the age of the characters and 
our adaptation the Macbeths 
are older.

“Both Denzel and I are 
older than what is often 
cast as the Macbeths. We’re 
postmenopausal, we’re past 
childbearing age. So that puts 

a pressure on their ambition 
to have the crown. I think the 
most important distinction 
is that it is their last chance 
for glory,” the Oscar-winning 
actor said.

Joel described the new 
take as a thriller.

“I think that is something 
that I’ve always sort of felt 
when watching the play 
and also something that 
became more clear and more 
interesting to me as I was 
getting into it and doing the 
adaptation.

“It’s interesting how 
Shakespeare sort of pre-
figured certain tropes in 
American thriller and crime 

literature that were common 
in the early part of the 20th 
century,” he said.

Joel said the echoes of the 
Shakespearean story, which 
follows an ambitious Scottish 
general and his scheming 
wife, has often been felt in 
American crime fiction.

“That kind of fiction I used 
to read as a kid. I thought it 
would be interesting to bring 
certain aspects of that to the 
production of the movie,” he 
added.

Produced by A24 and 
Scott Rudin, “The Tragedy 
of Macbeth” will also feature 
Brendan Gleeson and Corey 
Hawkins.

Rita Wilson warns agains chloroquine, citing ‘extreme side effects’
While fighting COVID-19, Wilson 

was put on chloroquine. Now she 
is warning others against taking the 
drug.
Actress Rita Wilson recently discussed 
her personal journey to recovery after 
she and her husband, Tom Hanks, 
were diagnosed with COVID-19 more 
than a month ago.

In an interview with “CBS 
This Morning,” Wilson shared her 
symptoms.

After sharing her symptoms — 
exhaustion, fevers, chills and loss of 
taste and smell — Wilson revealed that 
she was put on chloroquine nine days 
into her fight with the coronavirus.

But what did she have to say about 

the infamous drug, most popularly 
toted by President Donald Trump? 
Well, Wilson was not a fan.

While Wilson speculated in the 
interview that the drug may have 
possibly helped to bring down her 
fever, she warned that it gave her 
“extreme side effects,” making her 
extremely nauseated and weak while 
also giving her vertigo.

“I think people have to be very 
considerate about that drug,” Wilson 
said in the CBS interview. “We don’t 
really know if it’s helpful in this 
case.”

And many studies are finding 
the same, the Hollywood Reporter 
reports. One Brazilian study of the 

drug was abruptly ended after a 
quarter of the participants developed 
new heart rhythm problems after 
being given the higher dosage of the 
drug.

Luckily, both Wilson and Hanks 
have recovered from coronavirus and 
the side effects of chloroquine, and 
now CNN reports they are donating 
blood in order to help researchers, as 
the blood of those who have recovered 
from the disease contains antibodies 
that can be used to develop vaccines 
and treatments.

Wilson has also teamed up with the 
band Naughty By Nature to release a 
charity remix of their famous hit “Hip 
Hop Hooray,” NPR reports.


