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NOW OUT ON THE BOOKSTANDS!

ESSAYS ON TEESTA, HYDEL AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE IN SIKKIM
The SummitTimes Spotlight series now in a book!

AVAILABLE IN GANGTOK AT
RACHNA BOOKS, Development Area; KANDOIKA, New Market; 
JAINCO, Metro Point; GOOD BOOKS, MG Marg

For trade and other enquiries, 
contact Lokta Books at loktabooks@gmail.com 
or call us at +91 891 860 6209;  +91 983 208 0753

MINES & GEOLOGY 
OBSERVES PARYAVARAN 

MAHOTSAVA WITH 
PLANTATION DRIVE pg03

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 19 J : 

Sikkim’s Marathon Man, Amar Sub-
ba, secured third position in the 

24-Hour Stadium Run held on 16-17 
June at the University Stadium, Marine 
Drive, in Mumbai, Maharashtra. He cov-
ered 152.8 KMs in 24 hours.

The run kicked off at 06 p.m. on 16 
June and continued till 06 p.m. on 17 
June. Narendra Ram from Delhi came 
in irst while Navin Panth from Mumbai 
secured second position. 

Narendra Ram covered 164.8 KMs 
while Navin Panth covered 162 KMs in 
24 hours.

It is informed that out of 47 runners 
from different parts of the country, 41 
runners completed the entire 24-hour 
run.

Addressing a press conference here 
today, 50-year-old Amar Subba ex-
pressed his happiness and satisfaction 
over his performance in the competition. 
Unfortunately, he sustained a right ankle 
injury barely four hours into the run.

 “Although it was really painful to 
run with an injured ankle, I was dedi-
cated and committed to complete my 
run this time. I was the only runner 
from the entire North East region so I 
wanted to keep the name of my State 

and the region on top,” he shared.
“I ran full swing in the last hour 

of the run which helped me inish the 
competition in third place,” he said. 

He added that there was good op-
portunity for youth to make a good 
career in marathons. He also thanked 
all his supporters and well wishers for 
their support and encouragement.   

Amar Subba inishes third in 24 
Hour Stadium Run in Mumbai

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 19 J :

High Court of Sikkim today reject-
ed the Public Interest Litigation 

[PIL] seeking disquali ication of sev-
en sitting MLAs who switched from 
Sikkim Krantikari Morcha to the rul-
ing Sikkim Democratic Front on 30 
Nov, 2015 on grounds of defection.

The PIL was iled by former Mem-
ber of Lok Sabha, Pahalman Subba 
and two other persons challenging 
the order passed by the Lok Sabha 
Speaker that rejected their petition 
for disquali ication of the 7 MLAs. 
The Speaker had rejected their peti-
tion citing Rule 7 Clauses (1) and (2) 
of the Rules of 1985.

While rejecting the contentions 
and prayers of the petitioners, the 
division bench of High Court said 
that the petitioners have not fol-
lowed the required procedure as laid 
under Rule 6 of the Sikkim Members 
of the Sikkim Legislative Assembly 
(Disquali ication on ground of De-
fection) Rules, 1985.

The court also noted that out of 
ive petitioners, one has not signed 

the petition iled before the Speak-
er, Sikkim Legislative Assembly. The 
petition was not duly veri ied, as re-
quired under the Rules and the copy 
of the petition was endorsed to sev-
eral constitutional functionaries in-
cluding the press and media, which 

was not the requirement of the pro-
cedure or of the constitutional provi-
sions, it added..

“There were no documents ex-
cept a newspaper report which gave 
reasons to the applicants therein to 
believe that responding MLAs have 
switched over from the original party 
to the new party. Newspaper report 
was neither authenticated nor duly 
signed and veri ied. Even other an-
nexures were also neither authenti-
cated nor duly signed and veri ied, as 
required under Rule 6 of the Rules of 
1985. Thus, it does not meet the re-
quirement of Rule 6,” the court said.

As per rule 6 of the Rules 1985, 
the petitioners have to ensure au-

thenticity of the facts and docu-
ments laid down by prescribing that 
the petition as well as the annexures 
be duly signed and veri ied by the 
petitioner.

Rendering the judgment, the di-
vision bench headed by Chief Justice 
Satish Kumar Agnihotri and Justice 
Meenakshi Madan Rai held that, “as 
a sequitur, Rule 6 (2) and Rule 7 (2), 
the impugned order of Additional 
Secretary of Sikkim Legislative As-
sembly dated 02 February 2017 is 
not faulted with, as the same was 
rendered in accordance with rules 
as it stood at the relevant time, thus, 
no interference is warranted.”

Consequently, the other reliefs 

sought cannot be ordered at this 
stage, the bench said.

However, the court has made it 
clear that the rules also allow that 
if a petition fails to comply with the 
requirement of Rule 6, the petition-
er be granted an opportunity to cure 
the defect before dismissing the pe-
tition at the threshold. 

The bench was of the view that 
as examined by the Supreme Court 
in various cases, not only a member 
of the Legislative Assembly but any 
other person interested is competent 
to make a reference (petition) to the 
Speaker for initiating a process of dis-
quali ication of a member, who has 
incurred it under Tenth Schedule. 

HC rejects PIL seeking disquali ication of former SKM MLAs 

NITESH R PRADHAN 
G , 19 J :
“WHICH COMMUNITY 
has lost their rights un-
der our leadership?” 
asked Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling while 
addressing the gathering 
at Rongli Bazaar under 
Chujachen constituency 
today as part of his 32-
day State-wide tour ‘Jan 
Sewa Jan Samman Abhi-
yan’. 

The CM while reiter-
ating the pro-poor pol-
icies of his government 
said that he has never 
distributed any bene its 
to divide people.

“It is the rich Bhut-
ia-Lepchas and Nepalis 
who are angry with me 
and my government as 
they are not getting their 
share. The poor BLs and 
Nepalis are reaping the 
bene its from the policies 
that I and my govern-
ment initiated,” he said. 

The CM further ques-
tioned the opposition’s 
claim of providing jobs to 
unemployed youth with-
in three months of com-
ing to power by getting 
rid of nominated Chair-

men and others.
“They say we have 

many nominated Chair-
men but the fact is that 
we have only 20 nomi-

The rich are angry with my government: Chamling

nated Chairmen in Sik-
kim and have provided 
service re-employment 
to 50 taking the total to 
just 70,” said the CM.

Is the opposition 
talking about these 70 
jobs, he asked.

Adding further, he 
stated that people with 
criminal records have 
gained power by manip-
ulating people in West 
Bengal which he said will 
happen in Sikkim too if 
the people put their faith 

on the wrong people. 
“These parties will 

oppose for the sake of 
opposing,” he said while 
adding that the State has 
now come up with a new 
rule to provide 90% jobs 
to locals even in private 

sector and stated that the 
rule has been made in ac-
cordance with rule 4(4). 

Highlighting the re-
cent visits by national 
and international dele-
gates to know about the 
policies of sustainable 

development and organ-
ic farming, the CM stated 
that previously Minis-
ters and other delegates 
would come to teach Sik-
kim but are now coming 
to learn from us. 

“We get smallest 
share of money from the 
Centre in the North East 
but we have delivered the 
biggest development,” he 
added. 

He criticized the op-
position parties for not 
having a proper policy 
for Sikkim and its people 
and warned people that 
if they gain power they 
will destroy the State. 

“Existing political 
parties can never be a 
change for the better,” 
he said. The Chief Min-
ister further appealed 
and advised the bureau-
crats present to expedite 
the process of granting 
jobs on compassionate 
grounds and asked them 
to be sensitive to such 
families and grant the 
jobs immediately. 

He also expressed 
concern on the decreas-
ing birth rate of the State 
and added that the gov-
ernment has provided all 
assistance to parents to 
have more children.

AR Rahman 
of icially 
declared 
Sikkim’s 
Brand 
Ambassador
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 19 J :

The Home Department 
has issued a noti ica-

tion today of icially de-
claring music maestro, 
AR Rahman as the Brand 
Ambassador of Sikkim.

The noti ication fur-
ther reads that the de-
cision was made with 
a view to promote and 
project the State and its 
achievements in varied 
aspects of socio-econom-
ic development national-
ly and globally. 

Kejriwal 
calls off nine 
day sit-in
N  D , J  19 
(PTI): Delhi Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal today 
called off his nine-day 
sit-in at the lieutenant 
governor’s of ice after 
bureaucrats started at-
tending meetings with 
AAP ministers, said Dep-
uty Chief Minister Man-
ish Sisodia.

Sisodia said several 
meetings, attended by 
IAS of icers, were held 
during the day.

The bureaucrats have 
been at loggerheads with 
the AAP dispensation 
following the alleged 
assault on Chief 
Secretary Anshu Prakash 
in February.

“Arvind Kejriwal will 
come out of the L-G of-
ice. It was not a dharna. 

We were waiting to meet 
the lieutenant governor,” 
the deputy chief minister 
told reporters here.

DRESS REHEARSAL FOR INT’L YOGA 
DAY HELD AT PALJOR STADIUM 
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REBYNA RANA
G , 19 J :

Hamro Sikkim Party 
president will be i-

nalized by October this 
year informed vice presi-
dents, Tirtha Sharma and 
Bina Basnett today while 
interacting with the me-
dia regarding the ongo-
ing activities of the party. 

“We believe in pro-
moting everyone under 
our leadership. We are 
nurturing leaders for the 
future,” they said.

They further in-
formed that the party 
is currently working to-
wards strengthening the 
party’s hold in villages of 
West and South Districts. 
The party’s programmes 
will be held in all four 
districts from July on-
wards, they added.

The party of icials ex-
pressed displeasure over 
the VIP escort vehicles 
provided to the Ministers 
by the State Government.

“It is a waste of pub-
lic money. The use of VIP 
escort vehicles is not 

justi iable as the State 
Government claims that 
Sikkim is the most peace-
ful State in the country. 
These vehicles cause in-
convenience to the gen-
eral public,” the VPs said.

The party of icials 
also condemned the 
State Government for 
involving school stu-

dents and teachers in the 
Chief Minister’s State-
wide Jan Sampark Yatra 
programmes. They also 
criticized the State Gov-
ernment for using school 
grounds as venues for 
political programmes. 

“The students should 
be preparing for exams, 
instead they are being 

made to listen to political 
speeches,” they added.   

HSP also reiterated 
its demand for abolition 
of service extension of 
government of icials.

“If service extension 
were to be stopped, 
there is room for em-
ployment of 600 youths 
in the current bureau-

cracy. Stopping service 
extension would provide 
opportunities to new 
generation and infuse a 
transparent and innova-
tive work culture,” they 
said.

The party also 
demanded equal pay 
for equal work for all 
employees.

Will inalize party president
by October: HSP

BJP  accuses 
ruling Front 
of obstructing 
democratic 
processes
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 19 J : 

Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty’s Sikkim unit today 

alleged that the ruling 
Sikkim Democratic Front 
has been attempting to 
stop the “ongoing demo-
cratic movement” of the 
BJP here. 

While strongly 
criticizing and 
condemning the actions 
of the SDF, BJP alleged 
that the ruling party 
has been instigating 
people to obstruct the 
democratic movement of 
the BJP in Sikkim.

A BJP press release 
informs that a delegation 
of the party, led by the 
state youth president, 
Laten Sherpa, has been 
highlighting the prob-
lems and issues of the 
people to draw the atten-
tion of the government. 

The release adds that 
Sikkim-BJP has also been 
taking up these issues 
of the people with the 
concerned authorities. 
It adds that the people 
have also been com-
ing forward with their 
grievances and issues 
but leaders of the ruling 
party have been trying to 
obstruct the movement 
of the BJP by instigating 
the people.

The release adds that 
the state unit of the BJP 
will take up the issue of 
such “attacks on democ-
racy” with the Centre.

Special 
Summary 
Revision of 
electoral 
rolls 
concludes 
in Singtam
YOGEN THATAL
S , 19 J :

Special Summary Revi-
sion of electoral rolls 

to ascertain the details 
of all voters which had 
kicked off from 15 May at 
Singtam concluded today. 

BLOs, JN Sapkota, 
Meghraj Thapa, Raju 
Bardewa and Ranju 
Singh collected neces-
sary details from all ive 
wards of Singtam Nagar 
Panchayat during the 
ive-day course. 

The collected data 

will be submitted online 
to Khamdong Block Ad-
ministrative Centre, it 
was informed.

As per the schedule 
by the Election Commis-

sion of India, the BLOs 
have been assigned to 
visit each and every 
household under their 
respective jurisdiction 
from 15 Jun to 10 Jul for 

ield veri ication of the 
details of the existing 
electors.

In addition to this, the 
BLOs will collect infor-
mation about eligible cit-

izens, prospective voters, 
multiple entries/dead 
electors/permanently 
shifted electors and cor-
rection in the Electoral 
Rolls entries.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 19 J :

Mevedir conducted ward level farm-
er’s training programme at Tharpu 

and Dodak Gram Panchayat Units in West 
Sikkim today as part of its ongoing ca-
pacity building programme for farmers 

on organic farming and Internal Con-
trol System, a press release informs.

The programmes were held si-
multaneously in two wards on the 
same day with Mevedir of icials and 
ward panchayats in attendance. 

Various ICS documentation process, 
internal checklist and farmers diary 
were shown to the farmers. The train-
ing programme also focused on soil 
nutrient management and Internal Con-
trol System for organic certification.

Farmers’ training held at 
Tharpu and Dodak 

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 19 J :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha has accused the 

ruling Sikkim Democrat-
ic Front party workers 
of threatening and man-
handling a Horticulture 
Of icer [HO] and two 
employees of the State 
Horticulture Department 
on 16 Jun at Melli Check 
Post. 

While strongly criti-
cizing and condemning 
the incident, SKM has 
alleged that SDF has es-
tablished ‘gunda raj’ in 
the State.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
SKM general secretary 
[labour front], Prem Raj 
Gurung informed that 
HO and employees of 
Horticulture Department 
caught a utility truck 
full of vegetables at Mel-
li Check Post at around 
10.30 p.m. on 16 Jun.

Mr Gurung further in-
formed that the SDF pan-
chayats and youth of Mel-
li threatened and man-
handled the Horticulture 
Department employees 
in front of Sikkim Police 
personnel for barring the 
truck from entering the 
State.

He added that despite 
the ban on non-organic 
vegetables in the State, 
SDF functionaries report-
edly took the vegetables 
to its destination in the 
presence of the police.

Mr Gurung stressed 

that the government has 
been seizing and dump-
ing non-organic vegeta-
bles but no action has 
been taken against party 
functionaries bringing 
and selling banned veg-
etables. 

He further asserted 
that the police have also 
not taken any action 
against the SDF function-
aries for obstructing gov-
ernment employees from 
doing their work.  

SKM spokesperson, 
Jacob Khaling alleged 
that the State has record-
ed more than 15 political 
murders and more than 
100 cases of life threaten-
ing attacks on opposition 
party workers during the 
SDF government tenure 
so far. More than 2000 
vehicles have been van-
dalized and torched so 
far in the present govern-
ment, he added.

Mr Gurung also al-
leged that, through a fake 
ID, someone has been 
spreading misinforma-
tion on social media that 
there will disturbances 
in the State with the re-
lease of the SKM pres-
ident from prison. He 
questioned the lack of 
action by the administra-
tion on the matter. 

“If anything happens 
after the release of the 
SKM president in the 
State then the state gov-
ernment and the admin-
istration will be fully re-
sponsible,” he said.

Horticulture
of icials attacked by 
SDF functionaries 

alleges SKM 

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 19 J :

Sikkim Democratic Front publicity 
general secretary [North], Krish-

na Lepcha along with youth convener 
[North], Tshering Gyatso Lepcha con-
ducted door-to-door interaction to-
day with the residents of Chandey and 
Kalow wards under Lachen-Mangan 
constituency as part of its ongoing Jan 
Chetna Abhiyan in North Sikkim.

The programme which had kicked 
off on 31 May from Kabi-Tingda Gram 
Panchayat Unit under Kabi-Lungtsok 
constituency is aimed to publicize par-
ty’s policies and programmes at grass-
roots level of the district. 

 The team also interacted with the 
people and Pipons of Lachen and La-
chung.

“The motive of Jan Chetna Abhiyan 

is to deliver the ideology and principle 
of the party’s president to the people,” 
said Krishna Lepcha.

Also in the interaction drive, the 
green book of the party was distributed 
amongst the people.  

The interaction was conducted 
mostly with the youth, cheli and senior 
citizens of the area and to learn about 
communication problems between the 
party and the people in order to deliver 
the programmes.

The Jan Chetna Abhiyan will be con-
ducted GPU wise in all constituencies of 
the District, it is informed.  

The residents have also expressed 
their gratitude to the party president 
for the development initiated in their 
respective areas and have also placed 
some of their pending demands, party 
of icials informed. 

SDF’s Jan Chetna Abhiyan
in North continues 
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Gangtok on 
Wednesday, 

20 June
Temp: 26°C/17°C
Forecast: Some 
sun, then turning 
cloudy, a couple 
of thundershow-
ers; not as warm; 
watch for looding.
Sunrise: 04:41 AM
Sunset: 6:33 PM

SIKKIM PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OLD TOURISM COMPLEX, M.G. MARG, 

GANGTOK, SIKKIM – 737101.
FAX: 03592-207572

Email: spsc-skm@nic.in Website:www.spscskm.gov.in
No:32/SPSC/EXAM/2018 Date:18/06/2018

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE
Online Applications are invited from the eligible local candidates for 

fi lling up of 01(one) post of Assistant Engineer (Agriculture) in PB-2 of 
Rs.9300-34800 plus Grade Pay of Rs.5000/-under Sikkim State Agricul-
ture Engineering Service through Direct Recruitment.

The candidates are advised to visit the Sikkim Public Service Com-
mission website for details Advertisement, eligibility conditions, and 
Scheme of Examination etc. from offi  cial Website i.e. www.spscskm.
gov.in.

Sd/-
(BIMLA RAI. SMT)

CONTROLLER OF EXAMINATIONS
SIKKIM PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION.

R.O. No. 148/IPR/Pub/Classi./18-19 dt. 19.6.2018

G , 19 J  [IPR]: Yoga Instructor, 
Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha 
and Homoeopathy [AYUSH], Jaganath Niroula 
today led the dress rehearsals of International 

Yoga Day 2018 at Paljor Stadium in the capital.
Class XII students from schools in and 

around the capital participated in the rehears-
al session.

Sashastra Seema Bal [SSB], Indo-Tibetan 
Border Police [ITBP], National Cadet Corps 
[NCC], Sikkim Police, Sikkim Police Brass Band 
are all scheduled to participate in the upcoming 

International Yoga Day on 21 Jun at stadium.
The dress rehearsal today was attended by 

Commissioner-cum-Secretary, Health Depart-
ment, Government of Sikkim. 

Dress rehearsal for Int’l Yoga Day held at Paljor Stadium 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 19 J : 

Parish Priest, Father Paul Kabo, 
Assistant Parish Priest, Father 

Michael Lepcha and the Parish-
ioners of Saint Thomas Church, 
Gangtok offered a thanks giving 
Holy Mass on Sunday along with 
the newly ordained priests of Dar-
jeeling-Sikkim Diocese. 

Among the five newly or-
dained priests, Father Ronee 
Trikhatri is from Saint Thomas 
Church [Parish].

Father Ronee is the son of Late 
John Trikhatri and Agnes Trikha-
tri of Gangtok and was ordained 
on 07 Jun along with four others, 
Father Sanjok Rai, Father Augus-
tine Fodongmoo, Father Lawrence 

Lepcha and Father Moni Clement 
Lepcha at Saint Augustine School, 
Kalimpong. 

The ive newly ordained Priests 
have been visiting their native Par-
ish and offering the thanks giving 
mass along with the Parishioners. 
The mass was followed by a cul-
tural program by the church mem-
bers and a feast.

Holy Mass at St Thomas Church with
5 newly ordained priests 

Mines & Geology observes Paryavaran 
Mahotsava with plantation drive 

R , 19 J  [IPR]: Department of Mines, Minerals and Geology observed Paryavaran Mahotsava 2018 at 
the Joint Director, Geo-Chemical Laboratory, DMMG of ice in the capital today.  

Minister for Mines, Minerals and Geology Department, Tshering Wangdi Lepcha, MLAs, Gopal Baraily, Tim-
othy William Basnet, Shyam Pradhan and Mechung Bhutia along with of icials from various departments par-
ticipated in a plantation drive in and around the of ice premises. 

Saplings of medicinal, fruit and lowering plants were planted during the plantation drive in line with the 
State Government’s policies.

Other participants included 20 students from Industrial Training Institute, Rangpo accompanied by in-
structors, Principal, Rangpo Senior Secondary School and Chief General Manager, CG Food Private Limited.

State gears 
up for 
Olympic Day
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 19 J : 

The International 
Olympic Committee 

and the Indian Olympic 
Association have an-
nounced plans to cele-
brate Olympic Day on 23 
June. 

In preparation for the 
same, Sikkim Olympic 
Association has geared 
up for a weeklong cel-
ebration with different 
sporting activities in 
coordination with the 
Sports & Youth Affairs 
Department leading p to 
Olympic Day. 

The celebration will 
include Olympic Run for 
All, Badminton, Boxing, 
Karate, Archery, Tae-
kwondo and football 
tournaments.

The theme for this 
year’s Olympic Day is, 
“Move, Learn & Discover,” 
and the main objective of 
the celebration is to raise 
awareness among chil-
dren about sporting spir-
it by offering them the 
chance to practice differ-
ent sports free of charge 
with the assistance and 
advice of professionals.

Sikkim Olympic As-
sociation president and 
members have urged 
school students, individ-
uals and groups, senior 
citizens and members 
of all af iliated associ-
ations to participate in 
the Olympic Day Run on 
23 June. The run will be 
lagged from Titanic Park 

in MG Marg at 6:30 PM.

Afternoon 
call from 
Governor 
Vohra ended 
Mehbooba’s 
CM tenure
S , J  19 (PTI): 
Mehbooba Mufti’s tenure 
as Jammu and Kashmir 
chief minister came to an 
abrupt end today with a 
call from Governor N N 
Vohra, who informed her 
that the BJP had pulled 
out of its alliance with 
the PDP, of icials said.

It was a working day 
just as any other for Meh-
booba, who was in her of-
ice in the civil secretari-

at when Chief Secretary 
B B Vyas received the 
phone call that signalled 
the end of her maiden 
tenure as chief minister, 
they said.

This was minutes 
before BJP general sec-
retary Ram Madhav 
addressed a press con-
ference in the national 
capital around 2 pm to 
announce the decision.

Vyas duly arranged 
the call. The governor, ac-
cording to of icials in the 
know of developments, 
informed Mehbooba 
about the BJP’s decision, 
which was conveyed to 
him in a letter sent by BJP 
state president Ravinder 
Raina along with the res-
ignation letters of the BJP 
ministers.

J /N  D , 
J  19 (PTI): A man 
was detained today for 
allegedly making a hoax 
bomb call after missing 
a Jaipur-Mumbai Indigo 
light, an of icial said.

Mohit Kumar Tank 
(24), a choreographer 
with a dance reality 
show, made the call to 
Indigo’s call centre in 
Gurgaon claiming that a 
bomb has been planted 
on Indigo light 6E218, 
CISF commandant at Jai-
pur International Airport 
Y P Singh told PTI.

He said the light’s 
departure time was 5 am 
but it took off at 4.52 am.

“Since Tank could not 
reach the airport on time, 

he made a call to the Indi-
go call centre at 5.30 am. 
We traced the accused 
and handed over him to 
Sanganer police, the of i-
cial said.

ACP East Ashok Chau-
han said the accused has 
been detained, booked and 
further investigation into 
the incident was underway.

By the time Tank 
made the hoax bomb 
call, the light was about 
to land in Mumbai. Upon 
landing, security agen-
cies took about three 
hours to clear the aircraft 
for further schedule op-
erations.

IndiGo also issued a 
statement con irming the 
incident.

“The IndiGo call cen-
tre received a call at 
around 5:30 am from 
an unidenti ied per-
son mentioning a bomb 
threat to 6E 218 oper-
ating a Jaipur-Mumbai 
light. We immediately 

reported the matter to 
Bomb Threat Assess-
ment Committee (BTAC) 
and followed all laid 
down security proto-
cols,” it said. 

“The authorities con-
cerned carried out the in-
vestigation and declared 
the call as ‘speci ic bomb 
threat’. Following the 
clearance by the author-
ities, operations will be 
resumed as normal,” the 
statement said.

Choreographer detained
for making hoax bomb call to

Indigo after missing light

B , J  19 (PTI): With the 
intense heatwave condition prevailing 
across the state, Odisha government 
today further extended the summer va-
cation in schools till June 25.

“In view of the prevailing heatwave 
condition, the government announces 
extension of school vacations till June 
25, 2018 and the schools will reopen on 
June 26,” Odisha Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaik said.

A noti ication to this effect was issued 
by the School and Mass Education depart-
ment by the order of the chief minister.

Earlier on May 16, the state govern-
ment had extended the summer vaca-
tion till June 21 as the heatwave contin-
ued to persist in most parts of the state.

The government’s decision to fur-
ther extend the school summer vaca-
tion was made taking note of the fore-
cast by the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) about no let-up in the 
prevailing heatwave conditions till June 
23, of icials said.

The summer vacation in schools 
started on April 25 and it was initially 
scheduled to reopen on June 18.

Odisha school summer vacation
extended again because of heat
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WRITE US: Readers are in-
vited to comment on, criticise, 
run down, even appreciate 
if they like something in this 
paper. Letters carrying abu-
sive/ indecorous language 
and personal attacks, except 
when against people respon-
sible in this newspaper (who 
are fair game), will have to be 
ignored. Letters which carry 
forward a conversation or ini-
tiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and re-
ceive prominence.  Mail us at: 
letters@summittimes.com

Yes, Let’s Listen First
…because no battle against drugs can 

succeed sans wider collaborations

It is now thirty years since the United Nations con-
vened a Special Session of its General Assembly to 

deliberate on the drug problem. The realization that 
substance abuse had reached alarming igures came 
much later to Sikkim and the societal involvement re-
quired to combat it is still awaited.

Be that as it may, the world will be observing the 
International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Traf-
icking next Tuesday, 26 June. Let’s see what schedules 

are  laid out. The theme this year is ‘Listen First: listen-
ing to children and youth is the irst step to help them 
grow healthy and safe’. 

The effort this year will be to increase support for 
prevention of drug use that is based on science and 
is thus an effective investment in the well-being of 
children and youth, their families and their communi-
ties. Few themes could be more apt for Sikkim in its 
struggle with containing substance abuse. But before 
Sikkim gets around to “listening irst”, there will be 
abundant tokenism and maybe, just maybe, even some 
genuine concern. What are known as the harder drugs 
have still not proliferated in Sikkim and the abuse of 
prescription drugs remains the larger worry. On this 
day, Sikkim could do well by brain-storming on how its 
policy makers can ‘Listen First’, recognize what those 
caught in the  substance abuse trap go through and ap-
preciate their individual battles to get clean and stay 
sober. Sikkim does not do that often. Sikkim also needs 
to listen to the irst line of defence, the people who 
work with addicts, reach them counseling and then 
handhold them through recovery. Nobody anywhere 
appears to listen to them enough.

The State also needs to address how traf icking of 
these substances of abuse can be curtailed. Agreed, 
there is a Sikkim-speci ic Anti Drugs Act in place now, 
but there is still very little follow-up on its effective-
ness. Also, because the law was framed without taking 
suggestions from recovered addicts and health work-
ers, it is nowhere near as compassionate as the draft-
ers intended it to be. It would be a good idea to hold a 
debate on this Act to mark the International Day. Not 
only will this clear a lot of things for the police person-
nel themselves, but the suggestions and tweaks that 
might shuf le out of the debate could make this Act re-
ally as comprehensive, considerate and effective as a 
law framed to take on addiction should be.

On this day, since this year is about listening with 
the inal aim of curtailing production and traf icking, 
the law enforcers should also reach out sans prejudice 
to the recovered addicts and volunteers who work 
among people suffering from chemical dependency. 
The laws are invariably in black in white, but the drug 
route into Sikkim operates in a grey nexus. Only peo-
ple who have suffered in the hands of this nexus and 
survived will have the intelligence and commitment 
to work out the subtleties with which it can be bro-
ken. This is actually an urgent requirement because 
the crackdown on traf icking of substances of abuse in 
Sikkim is at best earnest; it also needs to be effective. 
Drug control is after all a shared responsibility and 
it is time that the law enforcement agencies invited 
some sharing. On that note, it is also time that parents 
started getting more involved in the anti-addiction 
initiatives because every child is already at risk, and 
detached, uninformed parents make them even more 
vulnerable.

RUTH GAMBLE
theconversation.com

Chinese and Indian competition on their 
shared Himalayan border is more likely 

to create a slow-moving environmental ca-
tastrophe than a quick military or nuclear 
disaster.

The Himalayan plateau plays a crucial 
role in Asia. It generates the monsoonal rains 
and seasonal ice-melts that feed rivers and 
deliver nutrients to South, Southeast and 
East Asia. Almost half the world’s population 
and 20% of its economy depend on these riv-
ers, and they are already threatened by cli-
mate change. China and India’s competition 
for their headwaters increases this threat.

Until the mid-20th century, the Himala-
ya’s high altitude prevented its large-scale 
development and conserved its environ-
ment. But after the Republic of India and the 
People’s Republic of China were created in 
the late 1940s, these two new states began com-
peting for high ground in the western and eastern 
Himalayas. They fought a war over their unresolved 
border in 1962, and have scuf led ever since. The 
most recent clash was in 2017, when China built a 
road into Doklam, an area claimed by Bhutan and 
protected by India. 

Tensions rose again last week when China un-
veiled a new mine in Lhunze, near the de facto bor-
der with India’s northeastern state of Arunachal 
Pradesh, east of Bhutan. The mine sits on a deposit 
of gold, silver and other precious metals worth up 
to US$60 billion.

Most analysis of the Sino-Indian border dis-
pute has focused on the potential for another war 
between these two nuclear-armed neighbours. 
The environmental impacts of their continued en-
trenchment are rarely mentioned, despite the fact 
that they are signi icant and growing.

All of this development along the border is built 
on the world’s third-largest ice-pack or in biodiver-
sity hotspots. The region was militarised during the 
1962 war, and has since been inundated by troops, 
roads, airports, barracks and hospitals. These have 
caused deforestation, landslides, and – if a study on 
troop movements on other glaciers is any guide – 
possibly even glacial retreat.

The buildup of troops on the border has 
displaced local ethnic groups, and they have been 
encouraged to give up their land to make way for 
intensive farming. Animal habitats have decreased 
and clashes with tigers and snow leopards have 
increased. Population transfers and agricultural 
intensi ication have even heightened the risk that 
antibiotic-resistant superbugs and other toxic 

pollutants will seep into the world’s most diffused 
watershed.

During the past 20 years, irst China and then 
India have increased this degradation by building 
large-scale mines and hydroelectric dams in this 
sensitive region. These projects have not been 
pro itable or environmentally sound, but they have 
solidi ied state control by entrenching populations, 
upgrading transport networks, and integrating 
these fringes into national economies. The tight-
ening of state control along the border has been 
further complicated by calls from the Tibetans and 
other ethnic groups for greater autonomy.

Many of the projects have been developed with-
in the transnational Brahmaputra River basin. This 
river’s headwaters are in China, but most of its 
catchment is in Arunachal Pradesh, which is con-
trolled by India but claimed by China. It then lows 
through Assam and Bangladesh, where it joins the 
Ganges River. Some 630 million people live in the 
Ganges-Brahmaputra River catchment.

China and India’s geopolitical resources rush 
threatens the safety of this entire river system. The 
new Lhunze mine’s position among the Brahma-
putra’s headwaters is so precarious that its owner, 
Hua Yu Mining, was only allowed to mine there un-
der strict environmental conditions. To its credit, 
Hua Yu has agreed to be a “green” miner, limiting 
emissions, water use and minimising “grassland 
disturbance”. But even if the company does not 
inadvertently leak acid and arsenic into the en-
vironment like other mines in Tibet, the mine is 
still liable to be damaged by the region’s frequent 
earthquakes. Any toxic leak from Lhunze will low 
straight into the Brahmaputra and then into the 
lower Ganges.

On its side of the border, India has concen-
trated on dams rather than mines. Between 2000 
and 2016, the Arunachal Pradesh government ap-
proved the construction of 153 dams, before realis-
ing that it had overextended itself.

So far only one dam is complete, and all the oth-
er projects have stalled. One of these stalled dams 
is on the Subansiri River, the same river from which 
the Lhunze mine draws water. India is racing to 
build these dams without community consultation 
or environmental studies because it sees itself as 
competing with China for the region’s water. China 
has already built four dams in the upper Brahma-
putra River basin.

Indian strategists argue that they can stop Chi-
na building more dams by building hydroelectric 
projects whose need for water will be recognised 
under international law. Given China’s dismissal of 
previous rulings by the International Court of Jus-
tice, and its recent refusal to share water- low data 
with India after the Doklam incident (data that 
India needs to plan lood controls), this strategy 
seems unlikely to succeed.

Even if it does, it is hard to see how building large 
hydropower projects in an earthquake-probne re-
gion will ultimately help India. It won’t stop China 
developing the borderland, and it could cause more 
problems than it solves.

To keep Asia’s major rivers lowing and relative-
ly non-toxic, both nations need to stop competing 
and start collaborating. Their leaders understand 
that neither nation would win a nuclear war. Now 
they need to realise that no one will bene it from 
destroying a shared watershed.

[the writer is David Myers Research 
Fellow, La Trobe University]

PER URLAUB
theconversation.com

Germany is a soccer powerhouse.
Yet only one member of the na-

tional team competing in the 2018 
FIFA World Cup, mid ielder Toni Kro-
os, hails from East Germany.

For a period of over 40 years in 
the 20th century, Germany was divid-
ed into two separate countries, East 
and West. But it’s been almost 30 
years since reuni ication took place, 
and you would think most regional 
disparities would have diminished.

So why, today, is German soccer 
so dominated by players and clubs 
from the West? And what does this 
imbalance say about the state of the 
German reuni ication?

CAPITALIST VS. COM-
MUNIST SOCCER

During the Cold War from the late 
1940s to October 1990, capitalist West 
Germany was allied with the United 
States, while communist East Germany 
was allied with the Soviet Union.

After Germany’s defeat in World 
War II, the victorious powers had all 
sports organizations in the country 
dismantled.

A few years later, the East German 
government reintroduced amateur 
soccer as a workplace physical edu-
cation program in the large, state-run 
cooperatives that emerged after the 
nationalization of the economy.

Meanwhile, in the early 1960s, 
a professional soccer league, the 
Bundesliga, was founded in the West.

Unlike their Western counter-
parts that operated as commercial 
enterprises, East German clubs were 
tightly controlled organizations run 
by the socialist state. The East Ger-
man government did invest in sports. 
But they tended to prioritize the 
country’s Olympic athletes, not its 
soccer clubs.

Some East German soccer clubs, 
such as 1. FC Magdeburg, did achieve 

considerable success in international 
competitions. The country’s greatest 
national soccer moment was Jürgen 
Sparwasser’s game-winning goal 
against West Germany during the 
1974 World Cup held in West Germa-
ny. Most East Germans over the age of 
50 could tell you exactly where they 
were when they witnessed this goal; 
it was their generation’s Kennedy 
moment.

In order to compete with interna-
tional clubs from capitalist Western 
Europe that were able to purchase 
players from around the world, 
East German clubs invested in local 
scouting operations and youth acad-
emies, which identi ied and cultivat-
ed homegrown talent. Many of these 
players matured just in time for the 
country’s reuni ication.

A BRIEF PERIOD OF UNITY
In the summer of 1990, nine months 
after the fall of the Berlin Wall, the 
German national team – made up 
entirely of West Germans – won the 
World Cup in Italy. Since the separate 
soccer associations of the West and 
the East had not yet merged into a 
uni ied governing body, no East Ger-
man player was on the ield during 
the tournament.

After the game, coach Franz Beck-
enbauer boastfully predicted that the 

forthcoming in lux of players from 
east of the Elbe river would make the 
uni ied German team unbeatable for 
years. Was Beckenbauer right? Ja und 
nein.

The uni ied German national soc-
cer team certainly did not become 
unbeatable throughout the 1990s.

However, East German players 
did join their West German peers on 
the national soccer team. In fact, only 
nine out of the 20 ield players of the 
2002 World Cup squad had West Ger-
man roots.

The East German players that 
played on the uni ied German na-
tional team in the two decades after 
reuni ication had all been born be-
tween the mid-1960s and late-1970s. 
All of them had been discovered and 
trained by the East’s youth develop-
ment programs.

THE DECLINE OF EAST 
GERMAN SOCCER

What happened? Why – with the ex-
ception of Kroos – are none of the 
other players on German’s current 
national squad from the Eastern part 
of the country?

The answer lies in economics.
After the fall of the Berlin Wall, the 

East’s best players immediately left to 
join the clubs in the West that could 
pay them higher salaries. Meanwhile, 

like the economies of other former 
Soviet countries transitioning from 
communism to capitalism, the rap-
id reorganization of East Germany’s 
economy led to the collapse of entire 
industries.

East German clubs felt the pain. 
Not a single club from the East man-
aged to establish a permanent pres-
ence in the Bundesliga, Germany’s 
top professional league. No longer 
receiving government funding – and 
unable to attract the steady low of 
cash from television deals and corpo-
rate sponsorships like their Western 
counterparts – the clubs from the 
East were forced to radically down-
sized their youth academies.

Kroos, of course, is the outlier. But 
he owes little to East Germany’s soc-
cer clubs.

Instead, his father, Roland Kroos, 
was a soccer coach. Roland not only 
identi ied his son’s athletic potential, 
but he was also able to develop his 
boy’s skills. When Kroos was a teen-
ager, his father placed his son into 
the youth academy of one of Europe’s 
most successful soccer empires, Bay-
ern Munich. It was in the West where 
Toni – dubbed by his father the “fam-
ily project” – matured as a player, be-
fore moving on to Real Madrid, where 
he plays when he’s not playing for the 
German national team.

Today, the West’s dominance in 
German soccer symbolizes the coun-
try’s economic divisions.

Like in many other industries, 
West German soccer had a head start 
after the uni ication. The geographic 
imbalance in German soccer is em-
blematic of the unacknowledged eco-
nomic inequalities between East and 
West that persist to this day.

[the writer is Associate Dean 
of the Language Schools and 

Associate College Profes-
sor, Middlebury College]

On Germany’s national soccer stage, why
have East Germans gone missing?

China and India’s border dispute is a slow-
moving environmental disaster

Toni Kroos is the only East German on the German national soccer team.
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K , J  19 (PTI): 
Southern districts of West 
Bengal, including the me-
tropolis, continued to reel 
under heatwave condi-
tions today, prompting 
the government to de-
clare an 11-day holiday 
for students of state-run 
schools from tomorrow.

The Met Depart-
ment has forecast simi-
lar weather conditions 
tomorrow with day 
temperatures hovering 
around the 40 degree 
Celsius mark.

The city recorded the 
day’s highest tempera-

ture at 39.6 degrees Cel-
sius, six notches above 
normal, while the mini-
mum temperature stood 
at 30.9 degrees Celsius, 
four counts above the av-
erage, the Met of ice said.

Bankura recorded 
the highest tempera-
ture in the state at 41.8 
degrees Celsius, as Dia-
mond Harbour (39.0 deg 
C), Asansol (40.4 deg C), 
Burdwan (40.9 deg C) 
and Sriniketan (41.0 deg 
C) also recorded unusu-
ally high temperatures, 
settling four to seven de-
grees above normal.

State Education Min-
ister Partha Chatterjee 
announced an 11-day 
holiday for state-run 
schools’ students from 
June 20 to June 30, owing 
to the searing heat. Sev-
eral private schools have 
also announced holidays 
till the end of this week.

Some other schools 
have tweaked their 
school timings to cope 
with the uncomfortable 
weather conditions in 
Kolkata and many parts 
of south Bengal.

The Association of 
Head of ICSE Schools (Ben-

gal Chapter) general sec-
retary Nabarun Dey said it 
has not issued any circular 
to ICSE-af iliated schools 
to this effect, but many 
schools are adjusting hours 
by bringing forward classes 
in the morning hours.

In Bihar, Patna wit-
nessed heatwave condi-
tions with the state cap-
ital and Gaya recording 
maximum temperatures 
of above 41 degrees Cel-
sius, the Met of ice said.

The Met Department 
bulletin said Gaya re-
corded the maximum 
temperature of 42.0 de-

grees Celsius followed 
by Patna at 41.4 degrees 
Celsius, Bhagalpur 39.6 
degrees Celsius and Pur-
nea 36.6 degrees Celsius.

Light to moderate 
rainfall occurred at one 
or two places over east-
ern parts of Bihar, while 
the weather remained 
mainly dry in other parts 
of the state, it said.

The weather forecast 
said Patna, Gaya, Bhagal-
pur and Purnea are likely 
to witness partly cloudy 
skies with possibility of 
rain or thunderstorms 
tomorrow.

Heatwave conditions continue
in West Bengal, Bihar

K , J  19 (PTI): In 
a unique initiative here, the 
West Bengal government is set 
to sponsor a literary meet for 
transgender writers and au-
thors from across the state.

The one-day meet, to be or-
ganised by Sahitya Akademi, has 
been scheduled for the second 
week of July in Kolkata, Manabi 
Bandyopadhyay, a member of 
the literary body, said.

“To my knowledge, this is the 

irst such literary meet, exclu-
sively to be attended by trans-
gender litterateurs whose artis-
tic work seldom comes to light,” 
Bandyopadhyay, who is also the 
irst transgender college princi-

pal in the country, told PTI. Five 
writers, from different walk of 
life, have expressed their willing-
ness in participating in the event.

“The meet is aimed at dis-
pelling certain social stigma 
against the community. Apart 

from the ive writers, who have 
already given their nod for the 
programme, we are trying to 
rope in as many enthusiasts as 
possible,” she said.

Mihir Sahu, the of i-
cer-in-charge of Sahitya Aka-
demi East, said the event date 
has not been inalized as yet.

“The unique initiative is 
aimed at promoting transgen-
der authors of Bengal. It might 
be followed up by more such 

initiatives in the future,” he said.
One of the participants, An-

jali Mandal, said she was plan-
ning to recite her compositions 
at the meet.

“I think people’s attitude 
toward the transgenders has 
changed, but there is scope for 
more. We do not feel awkward 
to reveal our identity and are not 
subjected to taunts by people. This 
literary meet will only contribute 
to our cause,” Mandal added.

Kolkata set to host transgender literary meet in July

I , J  19 (PTI): 
Massive landslides at 
multiple locations on 
the strategically import-
ant Balipara-Chardu-
ar- -Tawang (BCT) road 
have disrupted surface 
communication to three 
districts in Arunachal 
Pradesh, an of icial said 
today.

West Kameng district 
magistrate Dr Sonal Swa-
roop has ordered closure 
of the road for vehicular 
traf ic till June 24 due to 
the massive landslides at 
several locations of the 
vital road, considered 
to be the lifeline of East 
Kameng, West Kameng 
and Tawang districts.

“After receiving re-
ports of fresh landslides 
near Sessa in the district 
yesterday morning, the 
district magistrate has 
ordered for complete 
shutdown of the BCT 
road for all vehicular traf-
ic with effect from June 

18 to 24, as the present 
weather and road condi-
tions could pose threat to 
the life and safety of the 
commuters,” an of icial 
communiqu said today.

The information re-
garding the closure of the 
BCT road has been com-
municated to the deputy 
commissioners of neigh-
bouring East Kameng, 
Tawang and Sonitpur 

(Assam) districts, the 
communiqu said.

The Border Road 
Task Force (BRTF) au-
thority has been directed 
to ensure restoration of 
the BCT road on utmost 
priority, it said.

People intending to 
travel to West Kameng 
and Tawang can opt for 
the newly constructed 
two-lane all-weather 
Orang-Kalaktang-Sher-
gaon-Rupa-Tenga (OKS-
RT) road, it said.

Commuters for East 
Kameng district could 
take the Sagalee-Seppa 
road.

Earlier, the district 
magistrate had issued an 
order calling for total clo-
sure of the BCT road for 
all vehicular traf ic from 
June 15 to 17 last follow-
ing massive landslides 
at multiple locations on 
June 14 due to incessant 
rain in the district.

Of icial sources from 
Bomdila, the headquar-
ters of West Kameng dis-
trict, said that there was 
suf icient stock of food 
grains but stock of LPG 
cylinders is not adequate.

The lone petrol depot 
at Bomdila has downed 
its shutter for the time 
being but is expecting 
replenishment of POL 
items in a day or two, the 
sources added.

BCT road closed for
traf ic after landslides

BJP pulls
out of 
alliance with 
PDP in J-K
N  D , J  19 
(PTI): The BJP was pull-
ing out of its alliance 
with the PDP in Jammu 
and Kashmir, the party’s 
general secretary Ram 
Madhav said here today.

It has become un-
tenable for the BJP to 
continue in the alliance 
government in the state, 
Madhav said at a press 
conference.

He said the BJP fa-
voured governor’s rule in 
the state.

“Keeping in mind that 
Jammu and Kashmir is an 
integral part of India and 
in order to control the 
prevailing situation in 
the state, we have decid-
ed that the reins of pow-
er in the state be handed 
over to the governor,” 
Madhav told journalists. 

The party which was 
leading the state govern-
ment had failed to con-
trol the situation in the 
state, the BJP leader said.

K , J  19 (PTI): Land-
locked Nepal is keen to enhance 
cross-border rail-road connectivity, 
infrastructure development, trade and 
tourism cooperation with China under 
its ambitious Belt and Road Initiative, 
Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli has said.

Ahead of his irst of icial visit to Bei-
jing since his re-election, Prime Minis-
ter Oli said that his government is fully 
committed to implementing the Mem-
orandum of Understanding on cooper-
ation under the framework of the BRI 
signed with China two years ago.

Chinese President Xi Jinping had 
unveiled the BRI in 2013 with an aim 
to link Southeast Asia, Central Asia, the 
Gulf region, Africa and Europe with a 
network of land and sea routes.

India has not endorsed the BRI, a 
pet project of Xi, as the USD 50 billion 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, 
which is part of the BRI, passes through 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).

India says it cannot accept a project 
that ignores its core concern on sover-
eignty and territorial integrity.

Nepal attaches great value to its re-
lationship with China which has always 
respected its sovereignty, territorial in-
tegrity and independence, Prime Min-
ister Oli told China’s state-run Xinhua 
news agency here.

China has signed pacts with nearly 
80 countries and international organi-
sations for the BRI.

In Beijing, Oli will hold talks with 
his Chinese counterpart Li Keqiang, and 
is expected to sign major infrastructure 
projects to further deepen bilateral ties.

Nepal wants to discuss with China 
cooperation modality in implement-
ing projects under the BRI framework 
during his visit to China, the prime min-
ister said.

“Our two countries have common 
views on the concept of Trans-Hima-
layan Multi-Dimensional Transport 
Network. Based on this broad frame-
work, we want to seek cooperation 

with China on cross-border connectiv-
ity of railway, road, transmission lines 
and other related areas for mutual ben-
e it,” Oli said.

Nepal views the BRI as an import-
ant development initiative, he said.

“China is our immediate neighbour. 
Our two countries share a long history 
of friendly relations which are multifac-
eted and deep rooted.

“Our relations are based on the sol-
id foundation of the Five Principles of 
Peaceful Coexistence,” he said, reiter-
ating Nepal’s long-standing one-China 
policy.

He vowed not to allow the use of 
Nepali territory in engagement of any 
activities against China, in an apparent 
reference to Tibetan refugees in Nepal 
whom China considers to be dangerous 
separatists intended to destabilising 
the Tibet Autonomous Region.

“China has always respected Nepal’s 
sovereignty, territorial integrity and 
independence. It has been providing 
valuable assistance for Nepal’s devel-
opment efforts.

“Harmonious co-existence founded 
on the principle of good neighbourli-
ness characterises our relationship. It 
has always been our sincere desire to 
maintain friendly relations with our 
neighbours,” the prime minister said.

Oli said that he is looking forward to 
having substantive discussions with the 
Chinese leaders on ways and means to 
further widen and deepen bilateral re-
lationship and areas of cooperation.

He believed that China can help a lot 
in his country’s socio-economic trans-
formation as Nepal is marching ahead to 
achieve economic prosperity at present.

Nepal willing to enhance 
cross-border connectivity, trade 

with China under BRI: Oli
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M , J  19 (AFP): Cris-
tiano Ronaldo will attempt to 
follow up his World Cup open-
ing game heroics for Portugal 
against a Morocco side licking 
their wounds after a crushing 
last-gasp defeat.

A hat-trick from the ive-
time world player of the year 
snatched a thrilling 3-3 draw 
for the European champions 
against Spain in a heavyweight 
Group B showdown in Sochi.

It was Ronaldo’s 51st ca-
reer hat-trick, and the 51st in 
the tournament’s history, as 
the Real Madrid star became 
just the fourth player to score 
in four World Cups.

“I am very happy, it’s a 
nice personal record to have, 
one more in my career,” said 
Ronaldo. “For me the most im-
portant thing is to emphasise 
what the team did against one 
of the favourites to win this 
World Cup.” 

Despite lifting the trophy 
at Euro 2016, Portugal are not 

widely viewed as among the 
favourites in Russia but can 
take a big step towards the last 
16 with victory over Morocco 
in Moscow on Wednesday.

“I think we are stronger 

than Morocco if we compare 
the two teams, but I’m not 
saying the game will be easy 
for us,” striker Andre Silva 
told reporters at Portugal’s 
training base.

“We cannot underestimate 
them and must have respect 
for any opponent. Any game 
at the World Cup is dif icult.” 

It will be just the second 
meeting between the two 

countries, after Morocco beat 
Portugal 3-1 in the group 
stage at the 1986 inals.

Morocco did not concede 
a single goal in the inal qual-
ifying round as they sealed a 
return to the World Cup for 
the irst time in 20 years, but 
their knockout hopes hang by 
a thread after a 95th-minute 
own goal by Aziz Bouhaddouz 
against Iran.

Herve Renard’s men face a 
monumental challenge, with 
games to come against Portu-
gal and Spain, but mid ielder 
Faycal Fajr is adamant all is 
not lost for the Atlas Lions.

“If I said that we don’t be-
lieve we can qualify it would 
be a lie,” said Fajr, one of 17 
players born abroad in Mo-
rocco’s 23-man squad.

“I could throw out some 
examples, like the Argenti-
na draw (1-1 with Iceland). 
Where there’s a will there’s a 
way. (The Portuguese) have 
two feet, two legs and they are 

humans like us.” 
“We lost a battle but we 

haven’t lost the war. We’re not 
dead,” he added. 

Renard lamented that 
Morocco were “cruci ied by 
our own errors” in the loss 
to Iran, but the Frenchman is 
used to defying the odds, hav-
ing led outsiders Zambia to a 
surprise triumph at the 2012 
Africa Cup of Nations.

He then became the irst 
coach to win the continental 
title with two different teams 
three years later, guiding the 
Ivory Coast to glory.

Morocco will need Renard 
to conjure up more magic 
to prevent an early exit, al-
though Fajr says the mood in 
the camp remains positive.

“Even after the defeat, the 
atmosphere was terri ic,” he 
said. “We’ve been waiting for 
this moment for 20 years, all 
Moroccans have been waiting 
for this for 20 years. We’re 
one big family.

Ronaldo seeks encore against ‘battle-hardened’ Morocco

K , J  19 (AP): It was on 
a cold night of November two 
years ago that Iran center forward 
Sardar Azmoun displayed his class 
to the world.

Playing against Bayern Munich 
in the Champions League with his 
Russian Premier League club Ros-
tov, Azmoun collected a pass from 
a teammate on the edge of the 
area. He continued his run into the 
box, sent defender Jerome Boateng 
to the ground with a ine dribble 
and showed the composure of a 
seasoned veteran to slot the ball 
home with a calm inish.

That night, Rostov pulled off a 
surprise 3-2 win over Bayern, the 
kind of upset Iran will be looking 
for when they take on Spain at the 
Kazan Arena on Wednesday at the 
World Cup following a 1-0 win 
against Morocco in their opening 
game. 

Spain drew their opening 
Group B match 3-3 with Portugal 
last week.

With his excellent dribbling 
skills, the 23-year-old Azmoun has 
all the qualities required to be-
come a big star of the game. 

Already regarded as one of the 
best players in the Russian Pre-
mier League, Azmoun was impres-
sive during Iran’s unbeaten quali-
fying campaign for the World Cup, 

scoring 11 goals.
With 23 goals in 33 interna-

tional matches, Azmoun is already 
ifth on Iran’s all-time list, follow-

ing in the footsteps of the great Ali 
Daei, who scored 109 goals in 149 
appearances with Iran.

“As a child, I used to look up 
at players like Ali Daei, or Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic,” Azmoun said. 

“Watching and studying them 
told me a lot as a player.” 

Azmoun has been nicknamed 
the “Iranian Messi” although he 
takes his inspiration from the for-
mer Sweden international.

“Ibrahimovic is a great player, 
and as a fellow forward, he prob-
ably is the player I most want to 
play like.” 

Of course, Azmoun is lagging 
well behind Messi and Ibrahimov-
ic in the soccer greats’ hierarchy, 
but his potential is huge. At 6 feet 4 

inches tall (1.86 meters), Azmoun 
has excellent qualities in the air, 
but he is also a top goal poach-
er with inishing skills. His talent 
hasn’t gone unnoticed and Az-
moun has been linked for a move 
with several big European teams.

The son of a former Iran volley-
ball player, he has been playing in 
Russia since he turned profession-
al. Now with Rubin Kazan, he will 
feel at home against Spain as the 

game has been scheduled at the 
Kazan Arena in the capital of the 
Tatarstan region.

DIFFERENT GOALS 
Although Iran are attacking more 
than at the last World Cup, coach 
Carlos Queiroz’s team can now fo-
cus on defending well as a draw 
would keep them ahead of the 
2010 champions in their quest for 
a knockout round spot.

Spain’s priority will be not 
only to win after being held to a 
3-3 draw by Portugal, but also to 
score as many goals as possible 
in a group where top spot is likely 
to be decided on goal difference if 
Spain and Portugal win their last 
two remaining matches.

Iran has proved to be very dif-
icult to break. The Persian side 

was able to produce a clean sheet 
against Morocco after staying un-
beaten in 10 quali iers. It didn’t 
concede a single goal in their irst 
nine qualifying games.

“Everybody knows that Spain 
is one of the greatest teams in foot-
ball history, and one thing that we 
can guarantee is that the Spanish 
team will not have an easy time 
against us,” Iran goalkeeper Alire-
za Beiranvand said. 

“Everybody knows that our 
boys are ighters, and we will ight 
and we will keep our concentra-

tion until the very last second of 
the match.” 

STILL FAVORITES 
Spanish players have shown 
against Portugal they have quickly 
digested the unexpected iring of 
coach Julen Lopetegui.

They failed to win against Por-
tugal, but were far better than 
their Iberian rivals during a ine 
display of collective strength and 
beautiful football. Andres Iniesta 
and Sergio Busquets impressed in 
mid ield and center forward Diego 
Costa is in sensational form.

“When one has players like 
these, who collaborate and work 
hard, life is so much easier,” new 
Spain coach Fernando Hierro said. 
“One is grateful when one has folks 
who are so committed.” 

NO DOUBTS ABOUT DE GEA 
Despite his blunder against Portu-
gal, when he let a shot from Cris-
tiano Ronaldo slip through his in-
gers, David De Gea remains irst-
choice goalkeeper.

The Manchester United player 
has received marks of support and 
affection from his coach and team-
mates, leaving no doubts he will 
start against Iran.

“De Gea is feeling ine. Obvious-
ly he knows he made a mistake,” 
Spain defender Nacho Fernandez 
said.

‘Iranian Messi’ feels at home at World Cup before Spain game

N  D , J  19 
(PTI): All eyes will be on 
Arjun Tendulkar when 
Indian colts start their 
campaign against Sri 
Lanka but for Under-19 
team’s new bowling 
coach Sanath Kumar, “he 
will be like any other 
member of the team”.

A revered coach in 
domestic circuit, Kumar 
will guide the fresh batch 
of India U-19 bowlers in-
cluding Tendulkar Jr as 
Paras Mhambrey is on 
India A duty in England.

Ask him about how 
he would handle Arjun 
considering his selec-
tion had garnered a lot 
of attention, Kumar told 
PTI:”I don’t know about 
that as it’s not my area of 
concern but as a coach, 
all the boys are equal for 
me.” 

“For me, Arjun is no 
different from other kids. 
My job is to bring the best 
out of each and every one 
of them.” 

Kumar has earned a 
reputation for success-
fully coaching smaller 
states (Assam to Ran-
ji Trophy semi- inals, 
Andhra to Vijay Hazare 

semi- inals) and will be 
coaching a national team 
for the second time.

“I worked as a coach 
with Indian women’s 
team in 2008 during 
their tour of England. 
This time I am contracted 
to work till the end of the 
U-19 Asia Cup in Bangla-
desh in October,” Kumar 
informed.

Since the assignment 
will be more tournament 
based, the veteran coach 
has done his homework 
as to how he wants to 
help the young bowlers.

“Look, in a short span 
of time, you can’t really 
work a lot on the tech-
nical aspect as they will 
be playing matches. I 

would like to focus more 
on strategic part. Would 
like to prepare the boys 
for match situations with 
simulations,” he said.

However there are a 
few basic areas which he 
would have a close eye 
on.

“For any fast bowl-
er, the more he can land 
the ball on the seam, the 
more effective he can be. 
So landing the ball on the 
seam and how to use the 
crease, bowling closer to 
the stumps are certain 
aspects I would like to 
focus during the camp,” 
Kumar said.

The camp starts 
from July 1 at the NCA in 
Bengaluru.

For me, Arjun will be
like any other player: U-19 

bowling coach Sanath

Yo-Yo effect: 
BCCI for 
fi tness 
tests before 
selection
N  D , J  19 
(PTI): The BCCI has de-
cided to conduct itness 
tests of players before 
they are picked in the 
national team to avoid 
embarrassing late with-
drawals like the ones by 
Mohammad Shami and 
Ambati Rayudu from the 
Test and ODI sides after 
failing the ‘Yo-Yo’ test.

Sanju Samson was the 
third cricketer who could 
not pass the mandatory 
itness test after being 

named in the India A ODI 
squad for the UK tour. 

The teams for the 
one-off Afghanistan Test, 
India and A tour of the 
UK, were announced in 
the middle of the IPL last 
month.

The issue was dis-
cussed at the latest Com-
mittee of Administrators 
(CoA) meeting in the 
presence of chairman 
Vinod Rai, Diana Edul-
ji, BCCI CEO Rahul Johri 
and Saba Karim, who is 
the BCCI general manag-
er of cricket operations. 

“Going forward, play-
ers will be picked after 
they pass the itness 
test. The players gave 
the itness test after be-
ing picked for the UK 
tour because of the IPL. 
It puts the players in an 
awkward situation and 
it will not be repeated,” a 
BCCI of icial told PTI. 

Rayudu, who had 
made a comeback to the 
Indian ODI side after a 
proli ic IPL, too was not 
able to attain the itness 
standard set by the team 
management. Therefore, 
Suresh Raina replaced 
him for the ODI series in 
England.

Shami, who has had 
off the ield troubles of 
late, also could not ace 
the ‘Yo-Yo’ test and was 
replaced by Delhi pac-
er Navdeep Saini in the 
squad for the historic 
Test against Afghanistan 
in Bengaluru. 

The pacer will get 
another opportunity to 
prove his itness before 
the team for the ive 
Tests against England is 
picked.

N  D , J  19 (PTI): Indi-
an Davis Cupper Ramkumar Ra-
manathan continued to struggle 
on grass as he crashed out of the 
Ilkley ATP Challenger event after 
losing his irst round to Austria’s 
Sebastian Ofner.

Ramkumar lost 5-7 3-6 to Of-
ner in 64 minutes. He has managed 
to win only three matches in as 
many tournaments he has played 
since the grass court began.

It was the ifth meeting be-
tween Ramkumar and Ofner, who 
had also won in the last encounter 
in Antwerp in 2017.

In the irst three matches, Ram-
kumar had emerged victorious. 

The Indian, ranked 125, con-
verted only one of the three break-
points while Ofner, placed 20 plac-
es below Ramkumar, broke his 
rival four times at the Euro 12700 
event.

Ramkumar earned 1320 euros. 
There are four Indians in the 

doubles draw with Sriram Balaji 
and Vishnu Vardhan up against 
British pair of Luke Bambridge 
and Jonny O’Mara.

Purav Raja has teamed up with 
John Patrick Smith and the third 

seeds open their campaign against 
Peter Polansky and Matt Reid.

Left-handed Jeevan Nedunche-
zhiyan and his American partner 
Austin Krajicek, who ended run-
ners-up at Nottingham last week, 
have been drawn to meet Hubert 
Urkacz and Evan King.

Ramkumar crashes out of Ilkley Challenger
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B , J  19 (PTI): North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-un 
arrived here today for talks 
with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping to chalk out his next 
course of action after his his-
toric summit with US Presi-
dent Donald Trump where it 
was agreed to denuclearise 
the Korean peninsula.

The visit, Kim’s third since 
March, is taking place amid 
sharp escalation rhetoric be-
tween Beijing and Washing-
ton over tariffs almost spiral-
ling into a trade war.

Kim, who visited Beijing 
twice earlier before his Sin-
gapore summit with Trump, 
arrived by air to meet the top 
Chinese leadership.

Unlike his two visits which 
were shrouded in secrecy un-
til their completion, China an-
nounced the visit just as the 
North Korean dictator landed 
in Beijing.

“Kim Jong-un, chairman 
of the Workers’ Party of Ko-
rea and Chairman of the State 
Affairs Commission of the 
Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea (DPRK) visits China 
from June 19 to 20,” a brief an-
nouncement by state-run Xin-
hua news agency here said.

For his part, Chinese for-

eign ministry spokesman Geng 
Shuang parried several ques-
tions on Kim’s visit and its 
purpose saying details will be 
released in a timely manner.

Kim is visiting China and 
there is a reason for this, he 
said.

As to why news of the visit 
was released at this point, he 
said relevant information will 
be released according to the 
speci ic situation.

Geng was not forthcoming 
when asked whether China 
will join Russia in calling for 

lifting of UN sanctions against 
North Korea in the light of the 
Singapore summit.

“China stands against the 
unilateral sanctions outside 
the UNSC. This position is 
very clear. We believe that 
sanctions itself is not an end 
and all parties should sup-
port and coordinate with the 
current diplomatic efforts and 
dialogue to work hard for de-
nuclearisation and political 
settlement of the Korean pen-
insula issue,” he said.

The UN Security Council 

imposed a series of economic 
sanctions against North Korea 
after it conducted its irst nu-
clear test in 2006, crippling 
Pyongyang.

Since he took over, Trump 
piled pressure on China to 
stringently implement the UN 
sanctions which many believe 
led to Kim agreeing to scale 
down his nuclear programme 
leading up to the summit with 
Trump.

While announcing the halt 
of South Korean and US mil-
itary exercises, Trump has 

been maintaining that the 
sanctions will remain.

Despite reports of differ-
ences, China remains a close 
ally of North Korea. Besides 
visiting Beijing twice before 
he met, Kim travelled by an 
Air China light to Singapore 
for the summit with Trump 
signifying close ties between 
Beijing and Pyongyang.

Of icials here say his visit 
was expected to crystallise 
the next course of action by 
him to announce the denucle-
arisation process and further 
steps on the Korean peninsu-
la.

Trump in the past has said 
Kim has changed his mind af-
ter his talks with Xi.

Kim’s visit this time here 
is taking place amid escalat-
ing trade tensions between 
the US and China with the two 
countries already announc-
ing tariffs upto USD 50 billion 
each while Trump is threat-
ening more sanctions. For its 
part, China has been warning 
of strong retaliation.

Sue Mi Terry, a Korea ex-
pert at the Centre for Strate-
gic and International Studies, 
told the Hong Kong-based 
South China Morning Post 
that Kim’s recent engagement 

in diplomacy with frequent 
visits to China and meetings 
with Xi, rather than phone 
calls, made sense.

China was also briefed by 
US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo about the Singapore 
summit during his recent visit 
here. After his talks with Chi-
nese Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi, Pompeo stressed the im-
portance of China being a con-
structive participant in the 
next steps after the Trump-
Kim summit.

There remains hard work 
and dif icult days in denucle-
arisation negotiations with 
North Korea, Pompeo had 
said.

During a joint press con-
ference with Pompeo, Wang 
said China would like the US 
and North Korea to see the 
summit as a new starting 
point from which they can 
maintain a momentum of di-
alogue and consultation, ac-
commodate each other’s le-
gitimate concerns, and work 
with other parties to advance 
the process of denuclearisa-
tion and the political settle-
ment of the peninsula issue .

China will continue to play 
a positive role in this process, 
Wang added.

Kim in China for talks with Xi to work out future
course of action after summit with Trump

Three people have died and three are injured in a shooting in the Swedish city of Malmo. Two of the men, aged 18 and 29, died overnight 
after being shot as they left an internet cafe. Another man, in his 30s, has also died, hospital authorities reported. Police have said the 

motive for the shooting is probably criminal and there is no indication it was terror-related. Witnesses told local media that they heard 
15 to 20 shots at around 6.15pm in the centre of the city. All six people who were shot were taken to hospital and police have questioned 
witnesses after sealing off the area.

P , J  19 (PTI): In-
dia and France are work-
ing to shape a strong de-
velopment partnership, 
including in the ields 
of science and technol-
ogy, clean energy and 
infrastructure, External 
Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj has said as she 
met the country’s top 
leadership and discussed 
issues of mutual interest 
from a strategic perspec-
tive.

Swaraj, who arrived 
here from Rome yester-
day on the second leg 
of her four-nation tour, 
called on French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron 
and discussed follow up 
to the understandings 
reached during his vis-
it to India in March this 
year. 

She also met her 
French counterpart 
Jean-Yves Le Drian and 
the two leaders held in-
depth and constructive 
discussions on full range 
of bilateral relationship, 
External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Raveesh 
Kumar tweeted.

“Our trade, capital 
and technology part-
nerships are registering 
impressive growth. Bi-
lateral trade touched Eu-

ros 9.85 billion (or USD 
10.95 billion) last year. 
But, we need to do more 
to reach the set target 
of trade in goods to 15 
billion Euros by 2022,” 
Swaraj was quoted as 
saying by Kumar.

“India and France are 
also working to shape 
a strong development 
partnership, including 
in the ields of smart 
urbanisation, science & 
technology, clean energy, 
transportation, and in-
frastructure sectors,” she 
said.

She said the visits of 
Prime Minister Modi to 
France in April 2015 and 
June 2017 and Macron to 
India have infused new 
momentum and dyna-
mism to bilateral strate-
gic partnership, brought 
about increased political 
convergence and built 
deep mutual trust.

Swaraj also met 
Philippe Etienne, Diplo-
matic Advisor to Macron, 
and exchanged views on 
bilateral, regional and 
global issues of mutual 
interest from a strategic 
perspective. 

India and France are 
celebrating the 20th an-
niversary of their Strate-
gic Partnership.

India and France to
build strong development 

partnership: Swaraj

W , J  19 (PTI): The 
US Senate today passed with an 
overwhelming majority a USD 
716 billion defence bill which 
among other things seeks to 
strengthen ties with America’s 
‘Major Defence Partner’ India.

The US recognised India as 
a “Major Defence Partner” in 
2016, a designation that allows 
India to buy more advanced 
and sensitive technologies from 
America at par with that of its 
closest allies and partners, and 
ensures enduring cooperation 
into the future.

The National Defence Au-
thorisation Act (NDAA) 2019, 
passed by an overwhelming, bi-
partisan vote of 85-10, is named 
in the honour of Senate Armed 
Services Committee Chairman 
John McCain, who is battling can-
cer for the past several months.

“This legislation continues 
our reform agenda and helps 
better position the Department 
of Defence and the joint force to 
implement the National Defence 
Strategy by continuing to re-
store readiness, rebuild capaci-
ty and modernise capabilities,” 
McCain said. The House has al-
ready passed the bill. The two 
different versions of the bill now 
heads for a conference between 

the Senate and 
the House.

Once the 
joint commit-
tee agrees on an 
identical version, 
they would have 
to be voted by 
the House and the Senate again 
before being sent to the White 
House for US President Donald 
Trump’s assent.

The Senate version of the 
bill authorises USD 5.2 billion 
for the Afghanistan Security 
Forces Fund, USD 350 million in 
Coalition Support Funds to re-
imburse certain nations for sup-
port provided to or in connec-
tion with US military operations 
and authorises USD 300 million 
to train and equip the vetted 
Syrian opposition to counter the 
ISIS terror group.

The bill “expresses the sense 
of the Senate that the US should 
strengthen and enhance its major 
defence partnership with India”.

It also expresses the sense 
of the Senate that if Turkey pur-
chases the S-400 air defence sys-
tem from Russia, the President 
should impose sanctions against 
Turkey under the Countering 
America’s Adversaries through 
Sanctions Act.

The Senate 
bill authorises 
USD 500 mil-
lion for US-Israel 
missile defence 
cooperation and 
up to USD 50 mil-
lion for US-Israel 

counter-tunnel cooperation.
In what is being described 

could be a major clash between 
the Congress and the White 
House, the Senate as part of 
NDAA-2019, reinstated trade re-
strictions on ZTE.

“Importantly, this legislation 
would also ensure that neither 
ZTE nor Huawei will be eligible 
for government contracts in the 
future.

“To further prioritise our 
national security, I also support-
ed the inclusion of a bipartisan 
CFIUS (Committee on Foreign 
Investment in the United States) 
bill similar to what we passed in 
the Banking Committee to en-
sure that foreign investments in 
the US do not pose a national se-
curity risk,” Senator Mark War-
ner said.

The bill also allows a pilot 
programme for testing ma-
chine-based inspections in place 
of humans to determine the 
authenticity and security of mi-

croelectronic parts in weapons 
systems a necessary ability in an 
era of Chinese-made knockoffs 
and counterfeits.

“No country has been more 
aggressive than China in going 
after American technology in 
sectors like aviation, robotics, 
new energy vehicles, and others 
where the US has established 
ourselves as a global leader.

“Our bipartisan bill will give 
CFIUS and our export control agen-
cies the tools they need to ensure 
that these types of investments 
don’t slip through the cracks,” said 
Senator Sherrod Brown.

The NDAA also calls out Chi-
na for illegally creating and for-
tifying islands in the South Chi-
na Sea for military purposes and 
modernises the Committee on 
Foreign Investment to address 
national security concerns and 
stop China from trying to steal 
sensitive technology from US 
companies.

“The NDAA counters Rus-
sia’s growing aggression and 
in luence across Eastern Europe 
by directing a study on perma-
nently stationing US forces in 
Poland and conducting a study 
on Russia’s malign in luence 
around the world,” said Senator 
Jim Inhofe.

US Senate passes bill seeking enhanced
defence ties with India

Pakistan has 
more nuclear 
warheads 
than India: 
SIPRI
L , J  19 (PTI): 
Pakistan continues to 
be ahead of India when 
it comes to possessing 
nuclear warheads, with 
China having double 
the quantity, according 
to a report by a leading 
Swedish think-tank.

Pakistan is believed 
to have 140-150 nucle-
ar warheads this year, 
10 more than last year. 
In contrast, India is said 
to have 130-140 nuclear 
warheads, according to 
the annual nuclear forces 
data by Stockholm Inter-
national Peace Research 
Institute (SIPRI).

“India and Pakistan 
are both expanding their 
nuclear weapon stock-
piles as well as develop-
ing new land-, sea- and 
air-based missile deliv-
ery systems,” it said.

“China continues to 
modernise its nuclear 
weapon delivery systems 
and is slowly increasing 
the size of its nuclear ar-
senal,” SIPRI said.

Russia and the US 
hold over 92 per cent 
of the total warheads, it 
said.

SIPRI said nine coun-
tries -- the US, Russia, 
Britain, France, China, 
India, Pakistan, Israel 
and North Korea -- had 
14,465 nuclear war-
heads at the beginning 
of 2018, of which 3,750 
were actually deployed.

At the start of 2017, 
the total number of nu-
clear warheads was 
14,935, it said.

The reduction is 
largely due to the arms 
control commitments 
by the US and Russia in 
the 2010 Treaty on Mea-
sures for the Further Re-
duction and Limitation of 
Strategic Offensive Arms 
(New START), the Stock-
holm-based organisation 
said.

It said that France 
with 300 warheads, Chi-
na 280, Britain 215, Pa-
kistan 140-150, India 
130-140, Israel 80 and 
North Korea 10-20, were 
all either deploying or 
planning to deploy new 
nuclear weapons system.

Despite making lim-
ited reductions to their 
nuclear forces, both 
Russia and the USA have 
long-term programmes 
under way to replace and 
modernize their nuclear 
warheads, missile and 
aircraft delivery systems, 
and nuclear weapon pro-
duction facilities, it said.

SIPRI warned that 
modernisation of nucle-
ar weapons continues 
despite a decline in the 
total number of nuclear 
warheads.

“... the modernisation 
programmes underway 
in the nuclear weap-
on-possessing states 
indicate that genuine 
progress towards nucle-
ar disarmament will re-
main a distant goal,” says 
Shannon Kile, Senior 
Researcher with the SI-
PRI Disarmament, Arms 
Control and Non-prolif-
eration Programme.
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HANDS FULL! Fifty Shades Of Grey actress 
Dakota Johnson does some grocery shopping and 
grabs a juice while out and about in Venice Beach, 
California.

ARIES: You should make more of 
your own decisions, Aries. Don’t let 
others have so much control over 
your life. When in a relationship, for 
example, you tend to let your partner 
dominate. You seem to no longer 
want to be in charge of any initiatives 
with regard to your joint life. Try to 
free yourself from this situation and 
take charge. You’ll be a better and 
more valuable partner.  
TAURUS: You are very interested 
in technological breakthroughs and 
innovation, Taurus, especially if it has 
some benefi t for individuals. Since 
you also concern yourself with social 
issues and subjects like psychology 
and spiritual therapies, you realize 
the importance of progress in these 
areas for the future. You also wonder 
where you fi t in.  

GEMINI: You’re a reasonable, 
generous person, Gemini. Your 
altruism plays a big part in your 
life. This is why your friends will 
be amazed to see you express a lot 
of personal desires now. When you 
think about it, everything is getting 
clearer. You might even want to 
change a lot of things in your life. 
And letting your feelings guide you 
doesn’t have to mean that you won’t 
think about your friends.  
CANCER: Today, you’ll need 
to come up with the answer to an 
important question, Cancer. What do 
you really want? Events might compel 
you to choose between your current 
way of living and a more stable life. 
But you could be worried about the 
unknown. It’s ironic, but you will 
need to change your habits if you want 

more stability. Think about it.  
LEO: Your calm will be put to the 
test today, Leo. Try not to fall into this 
trap. You should try to show people 
that you’re a thoughtful person and 
your past experiences have given you 
wisdom. You don’t necessarily have 
to respond to aggression. However, 
you shouldn’t forget about your own 
point of view. Try to assert yourself 
calmly and steadily.        
VIRGO: You tend to think that 
you’re the only person on this planet 
born under a lucky star, Virgo. Try 
to trust the ones you love, because 
they might not appreciate having to 
deal with your anxiety. Don’t forget 
that they also know how to fend for 
themselves. They, too, have had to 
adapt to this world we live in. They 
can stand up for themselves.   

LIBRA: You’re an eccentric person, 
Libra. Yet you also feel the need to be 
loved and feel the approval of those 
around you. It isn’t always easy to 
think diff erently from other people or 
to feel completely diff erent. In order 
to be accepted, you must help them 
understand you. Try to express your ideas 
and opinions in a more realistic way. You 
can’t live out of sync all the time.  
SCORPIO: Your altruism and 
ability to listen to others will greatly 
infl uence the day, Scorpio. Someone 
close to you is having diffi  culties 
and doesn’t know how to explain the 
problem. This person needs you and 
knows that you’re the only one who 
can help fi nd a way out. Make time 
to listen patiently and you’ll fi nd a 
solution together.  
SAGITTARIUS: The day belongs 

to you. The celestial movements 
encourage you to think about your 
future. Don’t be afraid. With your 
usual self-confi dence and dynamism, 
you’re in the best position to have 
a head start. Your Sagittarius nature 
will be in control of your actions and 
you can rest assured that this period 
in time will be a favorable one for 
you. What more could you ask for?  
CAPRICORN: There’s a radical 
change taking place in the Zodiac, 
Capricorn. The changes in the 
economy and society seem to suggest 
that now is the time to think about 
how your actions impact the lives 
of your loved ones, community, and 
society at large. What steps could you 
take to help make this world a better 
place? Thinking about these issues 
prepares you to shape your future as 

you want it to be.  
AQUARIUS: Aquarius, the 
atmosphere of the day gives you 
the impression that there could be a 
lot of changes waiting to unfold in 
your personal life. Most of them will 
concern your relationships. Today you 
could feel as if you’ve just changed 
your star sign. Take the time to open up 
and listen to what the stars might reveal 
to you. This will be time well spent.
PISCES: You’re the type of person 
who loves meeting a lot of people, 
Pisces. You feel that you must bring 
your friends together so that they 
have a forum in which to express 
themselves. You’re good at bringing 
out the best in others and helping 
them fi nd a solid footing in the 
present, despite your love of the past. 
Go with the fl ow.

Black Panther and Strang-
er Things swept the 2018 

MTV Movie and TV Awards 
with seven awards between 
them.

Marvel ilm Black Panther 
received the highest honour 
of the night with the best 
movie accolade.

Its stars, Chadwick Bose-
man, Michael B Jordan and 
Winston Duke, collected the 
award on stage and thanked 
the fans.

“It’s incredible when you 
- when the stereotype used to 
be people of colour couldn’t 
bring y’all out to the theatre 
and be able to make these 
types of ilms,” Jordan said.

Boseman picked up two 
trophies for Best Hero and 
Best Movie Performance for 
his role as lead character 
T’Challa, who is the king of 
the ictional African nation of 
Wakanda.

He used his irst win to 
honour real life hero James 
Shaw Jr, who fought off a gun-
man during a shooting at a 
Nashville Waf le House earli-
er this year.

His co-star Jordan also 

won a golden popcorn buck-
et after being honoured as 
Best Villain in the ilm as a US 
black-ops soldier who seeks 
to overthrow T’Challa.

Stranger Things also dom-
inated the awards held at the 
Barker Hangar in Santa Moni-
ca, California, which was host-
ed by Tiffany Haddish.

The Net lix original dra-
ma took home three of the 
evening’s 14 awards, includ-
ing Best Show.

Actress Millie Bobby 

Brown, 14, won Best Actress 
for her role as Eleven in the 
hit science iction series, 
while Noah Schnapp accept-
ed the Most Frightened Per-
formance award.

Net lix announced in 
December that the show is 
returning for a third season - 
but a release date has not yet 
been announced.

As well as presenting the 
show, Haddish won the award 
for Best Comedic Performance 
for her role in Girls Trip.

Jurassic World star Chris 
Pratt was honoured with the 
Generation Award, while ac-
tress and writer Lena Waithe 
- who won an Emmy for com-
edy series Master of None - 
was honoured with the Trail-
blazer Award.

Keeping up with the Kar-
dashians won Best Reality 
Series. Kim Kardashian ac-
cepted the award, telling the 
audience: “Thank you to my 
crazy family for keeping it 
going this long.”

MTV MOVIE AND TV AWARDS: BLACK PANTHER
AND STRANGER THINGS DOMINATE

The artist recently saw 
his work temporarily re-

moved from Spotify follow-
ing allegations that he beat 
up his pregnant girlfriend.

Broward County Sheriff 
con irmed that the 20-year-
old artist had died following 
a report by US celebrity news 
website TMZ, which said he 
had been shot by two hooded 
assailants after leaving a mo-
torcycle dealership in Deer-
ield Beach, north of Miami, 

on Monday.
Rapper Diddy, formerly P 

Diddy, paid tribute to the mu-
sician on Twitter: “One of the 
most interesting people I’ve 
ever met. Let’s love each oth-
er while we’re alive. REST IN 
PEACE YOUNG KING.”

An eyewitness told the 
outlet that XXXTentacion - 
whose most recent album de-
buted at number one in the 
US back in March - had been 
seen “lifeless with no pulse” 
after the incident at just be-
fore 4pm local time.

In a later statement re-
leased on Twitter, the sher-
iff ’s of ice said: “The adult 
male that was taken to 
the hospital has been pro-
nounced dead.

“The adult male victim 
has been con irmed as 20 
year old Jahseh Onfroy aka 
rapper #XXXTentacion.”

The fatal shooting came 
just months after the victim 
was released from house ar-
rest in relation to a charge of 
domestic violence against his 
pregnant girlfriend.

He had been awaiting 
trial to answer to the allega-
tions, which stemmed from 
an incident last October.

Following the charges, 
Onfroy was removed from 
certain Spotify playlists as 
part of a new policy by the 
music streaming platform to 
address “artist conduct”.

His music was reinstated 
earlier this month after the 
policy - which also affected 
R&B star R Kelly after alle-

gations of sexual abuse - was 
criticised for targeting specif-
ic artists.

Onfroy had previously 
been arrested for other 
criminal charges, including 
robbery.

On the same night, an-
other rising rapper named 
Jimmy Wopo was killed in 
a double shooting, of icials 
con irmed.

The 21-year-old - real 
name Travon Smart - was 
one of two victims shot in 
Pittsburgh’s Middle Hill, in 
Pennsylvania.

The other victim of the 
drive-by remains in a stable 
condition following the inci-
dent.

His manager shared the 
news in a Facebook post, 
writing: “I lost my brother to-
day and it’s the worst feeling 
in the world. He was destined 
for greatness and he wanted 
the best for his friends, family 
and community.”

RAPPER XXXTENTACION SHOT
DEAD IN FLORIDAGoogle is beginning 

to roll out desktop 
browser support for An-
droid Messages, allowing 
people to use their PC for 
sending messages and 
viewing those that have 
been received on their 
Android smartphone. 
Google says the feature is starting 
to go out to users for yesterday 
and continuing for the rest of the 
week. Text, images, and stickers 
are all supported on the web ver-
sion.

To get started, the Android 
Messages website has you scan 
a QR code using the Android 
Messages mobile app, which 
creates a link between the two. 

This is one of the irst 
signi icant steps in Google’s 
push towards Chat, which 
is the company’s implementation of 
Rich Communication Services (RCS) inside 
Android Messages. If you’re going to be a via-
ble competitor to iMessage, WhatsApp, Face-
book Messenger, and other chat platforms, 
a desktop version is pretty critical. Allo was 
one swing at that goal, but Google is pausing 
all efforts and investment in that failed app 

and betting that Android 
Messages — the out-of-
box default messaging 
app on many smart-
phones — represents its 
best chance at success. 
Many carriers have also 
pledged to back Chat and 
integrate the bene its 

(read receipts, typing indicators, 
full-resolution images and 
video, and improved group 
texts) offered by RCS. The 
big downside? None of this 
stuff is end-to-end encrypted.

In today’s blog post, Goo-
gle also goes over numerous 
other recent improvements to 
Android Messenger including 
built-in GIF search, support for 
smart replies on more carriers, 
inline link previews, and easy 
copy/paste for two-factor au-
thentication messages.

The article originally said that Wi-Fi 
must be enabled on your Android device for 
web messaging to work. That’s not the case; 
Google recommends that if you’re experienc-
ing problems with the feature, you should 
toggle Wi-Fi “off and on again.” But it also 
works over cellular data.

ANDROID MESSAGES ROLLS OUT FEATURE TO
LET USERS SEND TEXTS FROM COMPUTER

ALIA BHATT 
WILL 
PLAY A 
SINGER IN 
ASHWINY 
IYER 
TIWARI’S 
NEXT
Alia Bhatt’s kitty is full 

of fun projects current-
ly. After wrapping up Zoya 
Akhtar’s Gully Boy opposite 
Ranveer Singh, the actress 
has moved on to other proj-
ects. Alia is currently shoot-
ing to Brahmastra opposite 
Ranbir Kapoor and for Ka-
lank with Varun Dhawan 
simultaneously. The actress 
also recently con irmed that 
she will be doing Bareilly Ki 
Bar i director Ashwiny Iyer 
Tiwari’s next. 

However, we have a few 
details about the character 
she’ll be playing in the ilm. 
A source close to the ilm told 
a leading daily that, “Though 
a fun ilm, it will capture 
her character’s journey and 
all that she goes through to 
achieve her dreams of mak-
ing it big as a singer.”Well, 
that sounds interesting, isn’t 
it? The ilm is written by Ni-
tesh Tiwari, who is Ashwiny’s 
husband and it is expected to 
go on loors next year. 


