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NOW OUT ON THE BOOKSTANDS!

ESSAYS ON TEESTA, HYDEL AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE IN SIKKIM
The SummitTimes Spotlight series now in a book!

AVAILABLE IN GANGTOK AT
RACHNA BOOKS, Development Area; KANDOIKA, New Market; 
JAINCO, Metro Point; GOOD BOOKS, MG Marg

For trade and other enquiries, 
contact Lokta Books at loktabooks@gmail.com 
or call us at +91 891 860 6209;  +91 983 208 0753
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WANGCHUK BHUTIA
M , 29 A :  

The Mangan-Chungthang axis 
of North Sikkim Highway 

was closed at Toong this evening 
when the concrete surface of the 
road was left exposed after the 
earth from below caved away. 

The problem had begun 

yesterday itself when the slope 
holding up the road started slip-
ping away. Initially, light vehicles 
could still through by negotiating 
the stable portion of the road for-
mation here, but after more of 
the slope clipped away, all traf ic 
was stopped at this location.

Although BRO began resto-

ration work earlier today, the 
road was further damaged in the 
evening.

Chungthang SDM, Subash 
Ghimerey, visited the spot today 
to take the stock of the situation.

Restoration of the traf ic will 
take some days more, it is learnt.

Meanwhile, the GREF Com-

mander is also scheduled to visit 
the site on Thursday morning to 
access emergency restoration.

Commuters plying to 
Chungthang, Lachen and La-
chung are opting for tranship-
ment at this spot as there is no 
alternate route through to their 
destinations.

NORTH SIKKIM HIGHWAY DISRUPTED AT TOONG

ARPAN PRADHAN
G , 29 A :

The recently consti-
tuted Sikkim Pragya 

Pratisthan is all set to 
host a grand programme 
to mark Bhasa Manyata 
Diwas and the confer-
ment of First Rashmi 
Prasad Alley Memorial 
Award on 31 Aug.

In order to remem-
ber, understand and pay 
homage to various con-
tributions made by Late 
Rashmi Prasad Alley to-
wards the development 
and conservation of Ne-
pali Language in Sikkim, 
the Pratisthan has decid-
ed to confer the award in 
his name.

The irst Rashmi 
Prasad Alley Puraskar 
will be conferred upon 
renowned literary igure, 
KN Sharma. 

The programme was 
scheduled to be held on 
20 Aug on the occasion 

of Bhasa Manyata Diwas 
but due to the demise of 
the former Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee, the function was re-
scheduled for 31 Aug. 

The irst Rashmi 
Prasad Alley award will 
be conferred by the chief 
guest of the function, 
Chief Minister, Pawan 
Chamling. 

The function, to be 
held at the Manan Kend-
ra in Gangtok, will have 
various cultural perfor-
mances, Geet Gunjan by 

local artists and some 
other artists.

Local artists like Ga-
nesh Dhungel, Nikita 
Cintury, Srijana Shilal, 
Sushila Rai, Dinesh Da-
hal and others will be 
performing during the 
function.

A panel discussion 
will also be held during 
the programme.

General secretary 
of Sikkim Pragya Prat-
isthan, Puran Tamang 
has said that Nepali Lan-
guage is one of the im-

portant languages in the 
state which is used most-
ly by all and it also con-
nects all communities on 
one platform.

Bhasa Manyata Di-
was is a very important 
occasion and everyone 
should celebrate the day, 
he said further adding 
that all members of the 
Pratisthan are working 
hard to make the event a 
successful one.

Mr. Tamang has urged 
everyone to attend the 
event.

First Rashmi Prasad Alley Memorial Award on 31 Aug

SAGAR CHETTRI
G , 29 A : 

A 10-member young 
pugilist team of Sik-

kim Boxing Association 
[SBA] is all set to repre-
sent Sikkim in the Box-
ing Federation of India 
1st Sub Junior Women’s 
National Boxing champi-
onship 2018 to be held 
from 02 to 07 Sept at 
Nagpur in Maharashtra. 
The team will be leaving 
on Thursday morning for 
the championship.

The team members 
are Dikila Lepcha, Pemu 
Tamang, Geeta Subba, 
Sita Subba, Simran Prad-
han, Ganga Biswakarma, 
Sarathi Mukhia, Tenila 
Sherpa, Prava Gajmer 
and Anne Lepcha. The 

team will be accompa-
nied by Pratima Goo-
roong as head coach, 
Vabiya Gurung as assis-
tant coach, Praveen Lim-
boo as manager and Usha 
Rai as referee/judge.

In a small function 
held here at Paljor Stadi-
um conference hall this 
afternoon, SBA of icials 
expressed best wishes to 
the team members and 
of icials.

On the occasion, 
Sports & Youth Affairs 
Department Deputy 
Director, Thupten Rap-
gyal mentioned that 
the sub-junior nation-
al championship is the 
irst platform for a pugi-

list to move ahead in the 
boxing. He encouraged 

young girls to be serious 
and to learn from this op-
portunity at the nation-
al level to be successful 
boxers in the future. 

SBA general secre-
tary, RK Biswakarma 
expressed his gratitude 
to Tripti’s for extending 
support of Rs 40,000 to 
the team. He informed 
that Tripti’s has also as-
sured to continue sup-
porting the sub-junior 
boxing team of the State.

Likewise, the head 
coach mentioned that all 
pugilists in the team are 
it and in form to give 

their best in the cham-
pionship. He expressed 
that the team of young 
girls hopes to win medals 
for the State.

Team of young
pugilists all set for Sub Junior 

Women’s Nationals

SUMMIT REPORT 
G , 29 A :

A delegation of Den-
zong Sherpa Associ-

ation [DSA] visited the 
National Commission 
for Scheduled Tribes in 
New Delhi and apprised 
the Commission about 
the recent controversies 
surrounding land rights 
of the Sherpa community 
in Sikkim, a press release 
from DSA informs.

The Commission has 
scheduled a hearing on 
24 Sept 2018 at New 
Delhi and asked the State 
Government to attend 
the hearing with all rele-
vant documents pertain-
ing to the case. 

The Commission has 
warned the State Govern-
ment that it will enforce 
the State Government’s 
attendance by exercising 
the powers of Civil Court 

under Clause (8) of Arti-
cle 338A of the Constitu-
tion of India if it fails to 
attend the hearing, the 
release mentions. 

DSA has said that the 
hearing has been called 
in view of the “illegal and 
unconstitutional move of 
the State Government to 
deprive Sherpas of their 
historical rights of land 
protection under Reve-
nue Order No 1.”

National Commission for
ST calls hearing on Sherpa

land rights issue

Petrol, diesel 
at new high; 
govt hopes it 
is temporary
N  D , A  29 
(PTI): With petrol and 
diesel prices going up by 
almost a rupee per litre 
within a fortnight, the 
government today hoped 
that the rally in global 
rates is temporary and 
they will decline soon.

Petrol price was to-
day hiked by 13 paisa a 
litre and diesel by 14 pai-
sa, taking it to a new high.

In Delhi, where the 
fuel is cheapest in all 
metros and most state 
capitals due to lower 
sales tax or VAT, a litre of 
petrol now comes for Rs 
78.18 as against Rs 78.05 
per litre rate of yesterday.

Diesel on the other 
hand touched a new high 
of Rs 69.75, up from Rs 

J , A  29 (PTI): 
Heptathlete Swapna 
Barman added a dash of 
heroism to her historic 
gold medal, triple jumper 
Arpinder Singh person-
i ied the predictability 
that comes with a favou-
rite tag, while sprinter 
Dutee Chand continued 
to rediscover herself as 
track-and- ield remained 
India’s happy hunting 
ground at the 18th Asian 
Games here.

The surprise story of 

the day was table tennis 
where old warhorse A 
Sharath Kamal and new 
sensation Manika Ba-
tra broke new grounds, 

giving India a irst ever 
mixed doubles medal at 
the Asiad -- a bronze.

As a result of these 

History-makers Swapna, Arpinder the stars 
as India extends athletics golden run in Asiad
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69.61.
“I earnestly believe 

that this increase in oil 
prices is really tempo-
rary,” Economic Affairs 
Secretary Subhash Chan-
dra Garg told reporters 
here.

The luctuations were 
seen coming, he said.

“The crude (oil price) 
had gone down to the 
level of USD 70 per bar-
rel and it is back to USD 
74-75, it should be tem-
porary. It is coming out of 
some countries not able 
to produce so I hope it re-
mains temporary. We will 
be able to come back USD 
70-71 per barrel soon,” 
he said.

Diesel prices this 
week hit their highest 
level, crossing the pre-
vious peak of Rs 69.31 a 

litre reached on May 29.
Petrol rates are how-

ever yet to hit the new 
record high of May 29, 
when they touched Rs 
78.43 a litre in Delhi.

Fuel prices have been 
on the rise since August 
16 after the rupee dipped 
to its lowest value against 
the US dollar. The domes-
tic unit hit a record low of 
70.59 today.

India imports bulk of 
its oil requirement.

Petrol price has risen 
by Rs 1.04 a litre in Del-
hi in last 14 days. Diesel 
rates have gone up by Rs 
1.03 per litre since then.

State-owned oil irms 
had in mid-June last year 
dumped the 15-year 
practice of revising rates 
on 1st and 16th of every 
month in favour of daily 
price revisions.

Petrol, diesel at new high; 
govt hopes it is temporary
contd from pg01

path-breaking performanc-
es, the country remained on 
course to better its previous 
edition’s haul and tallied 54 
medals -- 11 gold, 20 silver and 
23 bronze.

Competing with a plastered 
face owing to a teeth injury, de-
scribed as a a case of infection, 
the battle-hardened Swapna 
topped the overall standings to 
garb her maiden Asiad gold.

The daughter of a rickshaw 
puller who has been bed-ridden 
by stroke since 2013, Swapna 
logged 6026 points from the 
seven events competed over 
two days. She won the high 
jump (1003 points) and javelin 
throw (872 points) events and 
inished second-best in shot 

put (707 points) and long jump 
(865 points).

Her weakest events were 
100m (981 points, 5th posi-
tion) and 200m in which she 
inished seventh with 790 

points. But the tremendous 
overall effort was enough to 
make her the irst heptathlete 
to notch up a gold at the conti-
nental showpiece.

Another history-maker 

was Arpinder, becoming the 
irst triple jumper in 48 years 

to fetch a gold after Mohinder 
Singh Gill (1970).

The athlete from Punjab 
bossed the inals, making the 
gold-winning jump of 16.77m 
in just his third attempt and 
was never really threatened by 
the rest of the ield.

Then there was Dutee, con-
tinuing to enjoy her return to 
top light athletics, by adding 
a 200m silver to the one she 
clinched in the 100m event.

Dutee was not allowed to 
compete at the 2014 Common-
wealth Games as she was em-
broiled in a hyperandrogenism 
case, which eventually went in 
her favour at the Court of Arbi-
tration for Sports (CAS).

Today, she crossed the 
line in 23.20 which was 0.149 
slower than the gold medal 
winner from Bharain, Edidiong 
Odiong (22.96).

“I have faced a lot since 
2014. No one has gone through 
such a bad phase. I am glad 
that I could win two medal for 
the country. There is always 
this fear that it might come 
back. But more the fear, the 

harder I train,” the diminutive 
runner said after inding her 
silver lining.

The Indian table tennis 
contingent’s dream run also 
got better when Kamal and 
Batra, both Commonwealth 
Games gold-winners, exceed-
ed their own expectations to 
win a historic mixed doubles 
bronze.

It was only yesterday that 
the Kamal-led men’s team had 
secured a bronze, ending In-
dia’s 60-year-wait for a maiden 
medal at the Asian Games.

Today, Kamal and Batra 
played four matches in a day 
and only the opener against 
Malaysia was comfortable.

In the semi inals, Kamal 
and Batra made life tough for 
China’s Yingsha Sun and Wang 
Sun before going down 9-11, 
5-11, 13-11, 4-11, 8-11.

“It has been an unbeliev-
able campaign so far. Not even 
in my wildest dreams, I thought 
of winning a medal at the Asian 
Games. Now I have got that too. 
I am still pinching myself,” said 
Kamal, who will also compete 
in the men’s doubles and sin-
gles competiton.

The women’s hockey team 
provided the perfect end to the 
day, by making the inals with 
a 1-0 win over China. The team 
is now assured of a better med-
al than the bronze it won the 
last time around.

Also on a roll were the 
squash players. In their best 
ever show at the Games, they 
were assured of two more 
medals after the men’s and 
women’s teams advanced to 
the semi inals.

The men’s defeated Thai-
land, while the women sailed 
past China, both winning by by 
an identical 3-0 margin. The 
squash players had claimed 
three bronze medals in the sin-
gles competition and with two 
medals assured in team events, 
they have exceeded their 2014 
performance in terms of num-
ber of medals won.

There were mixed results 
in the boxing ring.

Star boxer Vikas Krishan 
(75kg) overcame a bleeding 
left eye to be assured of an 
unprecedented third consecu-
tive Asian Games medal, while 
Amit Panghal (49kg) produced 
a power-packed performance 

in his quarter inal bout to 
guarantee himself a maiden 
podium inish.

However, it was curtains 
for world silver-medallist Sar-
jubala Devi (51kg) after she 
lost her quarter inal bout 0-5 
to China’s Chang Yuan. Her 
loss means that Indian wom-
en boxers would be returning 
without a medal from the Asi-
ad for the irst time since the 
event was added to the Games 
in 2010.

The overall haul from box-
ing is going to be just two this 
time, a massive drop from a 
gold and four bronze medals 
achieved in 2014.

There was no end to dis-
appointments in judo, and 
sepaktakraw, where Indians 
failed to register any result of 
signi icance. After delivering a 
surprise silver and bronze yes-
terday, the Kurash contingent 
endured a disappointing day, 
failing to win.

Already out of reckoning, 
the Indian men’s handball 
team ended its campaign on a 
positive note, defeating Indo-
nesia in a group 3 main round 
match.

History-makers Swapna, Arpinder the stars as India extends athletics...
contd from pg01

One accused 
of duping man 
of Rs 1.2 lac 
G , 29 A : Pa-
kyong police have regis-
tered an FIR against one 
Kessang Bomzon of Nam-
cheybong in East Sikkim 
for duping a man of Rs 
1.2 lakh. Kushal Chettri 
of Upper Namcheybong 
had given the amount to 
the accused upon getting 
assurance from her that 
she will provide him with 
a job in Dubai. 

The complainant was 
sent to Dubai on tour-
ist visa following which 
the accused allegedly 
washed her hands off the 
matter rendering him 
helpless on foreign soil. 
The complainant stayed 
for about three months 
but could not get any 
job as assured by her 
and after a long struggle 
he managed to return 
home. On his return, the 
complainant approached 
the accused who then 
guaranteed a work visa 
failing which she said she 
would return his money. 
However, she could not 
provide any work visa 
thereafter and when 
complainant repeatedly 
requested her, she re-
turned on Rs. 20,000.

Preliminary investi-
gation reveals that the 
accused does not have 
any registered irm to 
carry out overseas re-
cruitment business. The 
accused has been arrest-
ed and the case is under 
investigation.

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 29 A : 

A constituency-level meeting 
of Sikkim Krantikari Mor-

cha for Upper Burtuk was held 
at Upper Luing in East Sikkim 
on Wednesday. During the pro-
gramme, the party president 
PS Tamang [Golay] received a 
grand welcome from the people 
of the constituency, informs an 
SKM press release.

The release informs that the 

party president released an au-
dio CD ‘Kranti Ko Khoj’ by rap-
per Noel Sharma dedicated to 
SKM. The party claims that 198 
families of SDF from different 
Panchayat units of Upper Bur-
tuk of icially joined SKM during 
the meeting.

The party president stated 
that SKM has produced thou-
sands of leaders and does not 
follow a single person. He add-
ed that no power can stop SKM 

from coming to power in 2019. 
He also thanked the people of 
the constituency for their con-
stant support to him and the 
party. 

Lashing out against the SDF 
government and CM, Mr Tamang 
alleged that SDF cannot buy the 
trust, respect and honesty of the 
people with black money. He 
stated that SKM promises com-
munalism-free, favouritism-free 
and unemployment-free Sikkim 

to the new generation of Sikkim.
He alleged that the ongoing 

movement of NIT Ravangla stu-
dents against the pathetic infra-
structures has denigrated the 
name of Sikkim in the country. 
He demanded immediate action 
to address this issue.

The release informs that the 
meeting was also addressed by 
acting president, Kunga Nima 
Lepcha and other party workers 
of the constituency.

SDF cannot buy people’s trust 
with black money: Golay

SUMMIT REPORT 
G , 29 A : 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front has said that 

SKM is deceiving and mis-
leading drivers, govern-
ment employees and gen-
eral public with its false 
statements and slogans. 

Instead of raising 
genuine and relevant 
issues in the interest of 
people of Sikkim, SKM 
has been wasting its 
time by just criticising 
the SDF government 
and the Chief Minister 
repeatedly in unpar-
liamentarily and unci-
vilised manner, the par-
ty has said.

An SDF press release 
issued by its general sec-
retary, DB Katwal men-
tions that PS Tamang 

[Golay] had not gone to 
jail for any new thought 
or by leading any move-
ment and SKM’s attempt 
to hide this truth in its 
press statement issued 
on Tuesday is amusing. 

In its lust for power 
SKM has lost all its sens-
es and is almost inished, 
the release states.

With its negative 
comments, SKM could 
make some negative el-
ements happy for some 
time but it cannot be the 
carrier of dignity, value, 
decorum and inclusive 
development of the peo-
ple of Sikkim, SDF has 
said.

SKM is just a gather-
ing of few people greedy 
for post and power, the 
party has alleged.

SKM continues to 
mislead: SDF

SUMMIT REPORT
S , 29 A :

After completing a 
series  of umbrel-

la rallies in North and 
West districts, the Sikkim 
Democratic Front will be 
carrying out a  similar 
rally in Singtam bazaar 
on 31 August, Friday.

Party supporters 
from Rumtek, Namche-
bong, Tumin Lingee, Cen-
tral Pendam and Kham-
dong-Singtam constitu-
encies will be participat-
ing in the umbrella rally, 
it is informed. 

Friday is also a haat 
day here and Singtam 
bazaar is expected to be 
decked up in SDF lags 

and T-shirts. A turnout of 
more than 10,000 party 
workers and supporters 
from the ive constituen-
cie are expected to join 
the rally.

The inal preparatory 
meeting today was at-
tended by the area MLAs 
of the concerned constit-
uencies Minister Som-
nath Poudyal and Min-
ister Ugen T Gyasto, and 
MLAs Shyam Pradhan 
and DB Thapa and chair-
person, Film Board, Ut-
tam Pradhan, and all the 
CLC members and party 
workers. The meeting 
was held at the Singtam 
Nagar Panchayat com-
munity hall.

SDF preps for umbrella
rally at Singtam

REBYNA RANA
G , 29 A :

Hamro Sikkim Party 
[HSP] spokesper-

son Biraj Adhikari today 
addressed a press meet 
at the party head-of ice, 
Deorali. The press meet 
was held to counter the 
statements of SDF party 
on the 5th Pay Commit-
tee recommendations.

Mr Adhikari said that 
recently the SDF spokes-
persons had said that 
implementation of 5th 
Pay Committee is being 
processed by the govern-
ment and will take time 
to get completed.

On this, he alleged 
that ‘All India Services’ 
of icers like IAS and IPS, 
etc. are already enjoying 
the bene its of the 5th 
Pay Commission. In fact, 
these of icers have also 
received the arrears from 
01 January 2016, said the 

HSP spokesperson.
Although these are 

of icers who are bound 
by central government 
rules, the fact is that they 
are Sikkim cadre of icers 
and their salaries are 
disbursed by the State 

through their system, 
said Mr Adhikari further 

adding that this means 
that the process is al-

5th Pay Committee recommendations
implemented only for of icers: HSP

ready in place.
HSP demands that the ruling party explain the 

following, he said.
Firstly, why is it that the SDF is not imple-

menting the recommendations of the 5th Pay 
Committee for the poor and lowly paid workers, 
especially of C and D grade, when they have al-
ready implemented it for another section of em-
ployees on the top?

Secondly, what was the logic behind the move 
to implement the Pay Committee recommenda-
tions for employees who already draw salaries in 
lakhs, while giving endless excuses to the lower 
rank employees, who are struggling to make ends 
meet?

Thirdly, by not giving relief to the lower grade 
employees and only catering to the top of icials, 
like in the case of extension, does is not clearly 
show that the SDF is going against its own slogans 
of ‘Social Justice’ and  ‘Garib ko Party’?, asked Mr 
Adhikari. The conference was also attended by 
vice president HSP, Tara Shrestha and vice pres-

ident, Dr. Bina Basnett.

BJP condemns DT 
Lepcha’s statement 
on LT issue
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 29 Aug: 

Bharatiya Janata Party Sikkim Pradesh has al-
leged that in a meeting at Pakyong on Tuesday 

the Minister DT Lepcha stated that if the Centre 
does not take a decision on the Limboo-Tamang 
Assembly seat reservation issue soon then it could 
be seen as the Centre playing politics with Sikkim.

While strongly criticising the statement of 
the Minister, a BJP press release states that SDF 
is fully responsible for LT being deprived of their 
political right for more than 15 years now.

BJP has also strongly condemned the statement 
of the Minister accusing the Centre for delay on this 
issue. The Minister’s statement contradicts the state-
ment of the CM, the party has said further accusing 
the SDF government of insincerity on this issue.
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Gangtok on 
Thursday, 

30 Aug
Temp: 26°C/18°C
Forecast: Cloudy, 
a thundershower.
Sunrise: 05:13 AM
Sunset: 6:00 PM
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ANTHYESTI KRIYA
The 13 days Antheyesti 
Kriya of Late Raju Ku-
mar Pradhan who left 
for his heavenly abode 
falls on 1st Septem-
ber 2018. All relatives, 
friends and well wishers 
are requested to join us 
is offering prayers for 

departed soul at Lower Arithang, near 
Snowlion Security Offi ce, Gangtok, 
East Sikkim. We also like to take this 
opportunity to express our gratitude to 
all those who stood by us during our 
time of bereavement.

Family members:
Mrs Phur Diki Sherpa (wife), Man-

zil Pradhan (son), Merina Prad-
han, Deepa Pradhan, Deepika 
Pradhan (daughters) Contact: 

9647875404, 8016053652.

 SIKKIM STATE LOTTERIES
 DEAR VIGOR EVENING

 Draw No:3 DrawDate on:29/08/18
 1st Prize Rs.26.02 Lakhs/- 75E 59950
 Cons. Prize Rs.9500/- 59950 (REMAINING ALL SERIALS)
 2nd Prize Rs.9000/-
 07918 16173 25122 28118 29896
 43967 45606 51360 55638 62821
 3rd Prize Rs.500/- 0087 0512 1106 4063 4859 7206 7720 8405 8836 9198
 4th Prize Rs.250/- 1460 2485 3238 3613 4058 4207 5410 5412 8435 9795
 5th Prize Rs.120/-
 0015 0185 0566 0571 0674 0936 0938 0965 1153 1339
 1379 1450 1532 1572 1639 1660 1708 2016 2328 2568
 2627 2694 2962 3147 3456 3517 3622 3775 3849 4153
 4243 4313 4390 4410 4439 4591 4613 4730 4813 4870
 5153 5181 5189 5205 5336 5568 5740 5801 5818 5891
 5898 5908 6002 6352 6391 6561 6645 6824 6861 6958
 6967 7034 7074 7084 7089 7122 7276 7425 7619 7655
 7682 7685 7722 7761 7800 8054 8108 8115 8205 8221
 8246 8266 8328 8386 8401 8498 8784 8833 9097 9470
 9494 9551 9628 9699 9737 9773 9778 9890 9928 9953
Issued by :
The Director ,Sikkim State Lotteries,
Government Of Sikkim ,Deorali - 737102 ,Sikkim
Please Visit : www.sikkimlotteries.com

KINDLY CHECK THE RESULT WITH THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 29 A : The 
Vice Chancellor of Sikkim 
Manipal University, Lt. 
Gen Dr. MD Venkatesh, 
called on Governor Gan-
ga Prasad at Raj Bhawan 
here today.

The SMU VC 
welcomed the Governor 
on behalf of the Manipal 

Group and SMU and 
also briefed him on 
University matters. The 
Governor of Sikkim is 
also the Chancellor 
of Sikkim Manipal 
University.

The Vice-Chancel-
lor was accompanied by 
Registrar, SMU, Prof Dr. 
Karma Sonam Sherpa. 

SMU VC calls on Sikkim 
Governor

G , 29 A  (IPR): 
A District Level Civil 
Military Liaison Confer-
ence was held between 
Black Cat Division based 
in Gangtok and district 
of icials of East Sikkim 
represented by District 
Collector and Magistrate 
of East Sikkim, Gangtok, 
Kapil Meena on 29 Aug at 
Penangla.  

During the State Lev-
el Civil Military Liaison 
Conference (CMLC) held 
on 04 Apr 2018, a deci-
sion was taken by Sikkim 
State Government and 
Army in Gangtok to have 
District Level CMLC for 
better coordination and 
synergy between dis-
trict administration and 
Army at the district level. 
During the conference, 
issues relating to infra-
structure development 
and soldiers welfare 

were delved upon. 
The conference was 

co-chaired by Command-
er Black Cat Gunners, 
Brigadier Ajay Misra 
and District Collector 
and Magistrate, Gangtok, 

Kapil Meena. Brigadier 
Ajay Misra in his open-
ing remarks thanked the 
civil administration and 
Government of Sikkim on 
behalf of Major General 
NS Raja Subramani, SM, 

VSM for its support to the 
armed forces. 

The Conference cov-
ered aspects of identi i-
cation of defence land, 
afforestation drive, aid to 
civil authorities, welfare 

of soldiers etc. 
The discussion was 

useful for resolving 
various issues and 
enhancing synergy 
between the Army and 
district administration.

IPR 
Minister 
attends re-
launch of 
ABN TV
S , 29 A  (IPR): 
IPR Minister, Arjun Ku-
mar Ghatani attended the 
re-launch of ABN Televi-
sion channel at Siliguri, 
this evening. 

He congratulated 
ABN Television for taking 
the historic initiative to 
introduce the irst Nepali 
TV Channel on Indian soil 
and extended his best 
wishes for a successful 
journey ahead. 

The Minister also 
congratulated the Chief 
Managing Director, Bijoy 
Chamling for new and 
exciting venture into the 
Television world to ben-
e it people across the 
globe, particularly the 
Nepali community.

Mr. Ghatani, in his 
brief address, acknowl-
edged the hard work and 
dedication behind the 
introduction of ABN Tele-
vision based on the con-
cept of “Yug ko Aawaj” 

He marked the 
achievement as historic 
and added that ABN has 
provided an exclusive 
platform for people with 
talent.

On the occasion, ABN 
TV launched its Logo 
and Promo of different 
segments of the pro-
grammes including ABN 
Samachar, Visesh Prahar, 
Serofero, Unsung Heroes, 
Brain Storm, Visesh Sa-
may, Hosiyar etc.

Earlier, Chief Oper-
ational Of icer, Mahin-
dra Thapa presented an 
overview of introducing 
India`s irst Nepali Satel-
lite TV Channel.

The programme also 
had the presence of vari-
ous notable personalities 
from media fraternity, as-
sociations and others.

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 29 A : 

A GPU level training 
program on Organic 

Certi ication and input 
management was held at 
Gram Prashasan Kendra 
Upper Ship under Ship 
Gyer Gram Panchayat 
Unit, Upper Dzongu in 
North Sikkim on Tuesday, 
a press release informs. 

The program was or-
ganised by Organic Sik-
kim (a service provider 
agency under Sikkim Or-
ganic Mission) which was 
attended by Yashay Lep-
cha (Panchayat President 
Ship Gyer GPU), Tashi 
Rapden Lepcha and Nim-

sega Lepcha (Panchayat 
Member Ship Gyer GPU), 
Tshering Zongmo Bhut-
ia (Mission Of icer BTM 
ATMA), Meena Shar-
ma (Field Coordinator 
Organic Sikkim), Leda 
Dorjee Lepcha (Block 
Level Incharge Organic 
Sikkim), Pema Choden 
Lepcha and Yangkit Lep-
cha (Field Of icer Organ-
ic Sikkim) and over 50 
farmers .

In the opening ses-
sion, Meena Sharma 
(Field Coordinator Or-
ganic Sikkim) highlighted 
the concept and principle 
of organic farming and 
bene it of Organic Certi-

ication. She also briefed 
on NPOP and NOP stan-
dards. She also said that 
Farm Diary maintenance 
by farmers is a sign that 
farmers are taking part 
in ICS management.

Tshering Zongmo 
Bhutia (Mission Of icer 
BTM ATMA) highlighted 
that the department 
is  providing seeds and 
input to farmers at proper 
time with training so that 
there should not be any 
confusion regarding the 
use of any kind of farm 
inputs. She also said 
that department of FS& 
ADD,H&CCDD and ATMA 
are conducting various 

kinds of training at the 
village level on IPM and 
INM technology when 
required, the release 
mentions.

Panchayat President, 
Yashay Lepcha urged 
farmers to produce or-
ganic vegetables in bulk 
so that buyers can be at-
tracted to the village to 
purchase organic produce. 

Lastly, Scope Certi i-
cate was handed over to 
the Panchayat President 
by Meena Sharma on be-
half of Organic Sikkim.

The program was 
hosted by Leda Dorjee 
Lepcha (Block Level In 
charge Organic Sikkim)

Training on ICS management for Ship Gyer

District Level Civil Military Liaison Conference held

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 29 Aug:

The District Mental Health 
Cell, Singtam District Hos-

pital in collaboration with six 
Primary Health Centers (Rang-
po, Sang, Pakyong, Samdong, 
Machong, Rongli) and Rhenock 
Community Health Centre has 
initiated “Outreach Communi-
ty Mental Health Campaign” to 
reach out to rural population, a 
press release informs. 

District Nodal Officer of 
Mental Health (East Sikkim), Dr 

Satish Rasaily shared that the 
Singtam DMHP cell shall conduct 
28 outreach camps in East Sikkim 
with an objective to educate 
rural population on the concept 
of mental well-being, early signs 
& symptoms of mental illnesses, 
depression & suicidal behavior, 
& various mental health services 
available at Singtam District 
Hospital. 

Dr Manoj Mishra (Medical of i-
cer In charge, Rangpo PHC) shared 
that approximately 350 million 
people are suffering with depres-

sion as per a WHO report. 
Dr Tshering Laden (CMO East) 

shared that depression is a medical 
disorder that needs medical inter-
vention by psychiatrist and mental 
health professionals. Depression 
is not a weakness in character but 
it is a law in brain chemicals, she 
added. 

The team conducted commu-
nity camps at Nandok PHSC, Aho 
ICDS, Tumin PHSC, Duga PHSC, 
Arigaon, Lingtam ICDS, Agamlok 
ICDS from 27-28 Aug, the release 
mentions.

Outreach Community Mental Health 
Campaign held in East Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 29 Aug:

A four-day workshop 
on “Extension Skills 

for Implementation of 
Major Agricultural De-
velopment Schemes” is 
currently underway at 
the SAMETI Training Hall 
here at Tadong. 

The workshop, which 
began on 28 August, is 
being organized by the 
Extension Education 
Institute (NE Region), 
Ministry of Agriculture 
& Farmers’ Welfare, AAU 
Jorhat, Assam, in coordi-
nation with SAMETI. 

Around 30 Assistant 
Technology Mangers 
(ATMs) under District 
ATMAs from all four dis-
tricts are taking part in 
the workshop. 

The resource persons 
are Dr. AK Bhattacharyya, 
Professor EEI, AAU, Jorhat, 
and H Das, Research  As-
sistant, EEI, AAU, Jorhat

The workshop began 
with a welcome speech 
by Ushnata Priya Thapa, 
Gender Coordinator, SA-
METI. Welcoming the Re-
source Persons and the 
participants, Ms Thapa 
mentioned that since EEI, 
AAU, was one of the most 
prestigious universities 
in providing extension 
trainings and workshops 
and urged the partici-
pant to take full advan-
tage of the workshop and 
disseminate the lessons 

taught at the ield level. 
Dr. Bhattacharyya 

mentioned that the train-
ing was proposed at the 
Regional Meeting by Sik-

kim State at Imphal earli-
er this year. 

The four day pro-
gramme will be followed 
by technical sessions. 

Workshop on extension 
skills for implementation of
agri development schemes
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Change Attitudes
towards Climate

Climate Change is real, but our
preparedness for it is still not

The dots have not been conclusively connected in as 
far as the Kerala lood having been intensi ied by 

climate change, but the extreme heat of the Europe-
an summer preceded by a record winter and the tem-
peramental nature of the monsoon over these parts, 
make a rather conclusive argument for changing cli-
mate. These events need to be seen as reiterations of 
climate change realities of the present times. Unfor-
tunately, we continue to engage with it in confusion. 
If this attitude prevails, things will not end too well. 
Only the better informed will be better prepared and 
only the more responsive societies and communities 
stand a chance of making the transition with the least 
suffering.

Projections of climate change are admittedly based 
on imperfect science and worst case scenarios vary 
depending on the inputs and permutations deployed. 
What is however unanimously accepted is that the 
planet is getting warmer and that climate systems 
are in fact already changing. For a country which, de-
spite the consistently falling productivity of its ields 
and disruptive economic tweaking like demonetisa-
tion, still depends on agriculture to occupy 60% of 
its population, we are doing woefully little to prepare 
for climate change. Agriculture in India is climate-de-
pendent and the worry that the ongoing tap-dance of 
drought and inundation is triggering, reinforces this 
contention. Unfortunately, apart from more subsidies, 
loan waivers and funds for relief, the government is 
not engaging climate change with the scienti ic enqui-
ry that the situation demands. Agriculture, lifestyles 
and livelihoods are not being prepared for climate 
change even though it is obvious that this adjustment 
is as necessary as all measures aimed at reducing CO2 
emissions and adopting energy usage corrections. In 
the obsessive pursuit of calculating how much the po-
lar icecaps will shrink and how high the seas will rise, 
the socioeconomic impact of climate change is not 
being discussed enough. Of course, there is the token 
mention of how the poor will suffer this the most, but 
that hardly carries any lifestyle-changing warnings 
because in our country, the poor suffer everything the 
most. Climate change will attract interest when peo-
ple are told that it will impact Everyone, especially 
the rich and the well-heeled. And that might not be 
stretching things too far because the underprivileged 
are already hotwired with resilience, it is the rich who 
cannot handle change and disruptions.

Sikkim has taken the lead over all other states by 
irst instituting a commission to study the health of its 

glaciers and the impact of global warming on it and 
then by tasking the Department of Science & Technol-
ogy to also include Climate Change in its name and 
study the phenomenon with Sikkim in mind. At least 
that is what it intended to do, but has not really de-
livered anything worthwhile on either count. These 
were still good initiatives and could provide the raw 
data on climate change. For these measures to deliver 
realistically, the data will have to be crunched in time 
to inform the lifestyle and policy level corrections the 
State needs to make to prepare for climate change. Get 
realistic, there is really nothing Sikkim can do to ef-
fectively stall climate change, neither here, nor at the 
international level, but it can do a lot to prepare for it 
and support global initiatives. It is already doing the 
latter, but needs to work extra hard on the former as-
pect. The glaciers are receding, rain is now falling even 
in erstwhile rain-shadow zones and even the tree-line 
is advancing higher. Crops have failed, plant diseases 
have become more resistant and rainfall patterns are 
accurately mimicking the intense rain over shorter du-
ration pattern projected by climate change. It has been 
getting hotter as well.

There are many studies and initiatives which 
should already have been undertaken. Since this piece 
has mentioned agriculture, let’s look at that sector 
itself. Going organic is de initely a good idea because 
that will protect the ields from the added torture of 
chemicals, but one should have already started dou-
ble-checking on the advisability of persisting with 
hybrids. It is already accepted across the world that 
hybrids are the least tolerant to temperature luctu-
ations while the indigenous variants are hardier. We 
have already seen how Punjab has drained away its 
water-table with over-use and perhaps a more orga-
nized and reasoned approach needs to be taken on 
how Sikkim taps on its water sources as well. Experts 
have already started suggesting that infrastructure 
development be undertaken with an eye on climate 
change and Sikkim needs to follow up on this advise 
seriously. In fact, for something that so pervasive, it 
is surprising that climate change has still not entered 
the lexicon of national security. How many war-game 
projections for Sikkim have, for example, factored in 
the possibility that the trans Himalaya of North Sikkim 
might become a frightening criss-cross of bogs and 
permafrost frequently ambushed by lash loods in the 
years to come.

turn to 06

KANE X. FAUCHER
theconversation.com

Imagine a popular social 
media channel that did 

not display the number 
of “likes,” mentions, im-
pressions, followers, en-
gagements or any other 
metric to show how many 
times one’s content has 
been viewed, by whom and 
when.

A lourishing “how-
to” industry has arisen 
dedicated to increasing 
“counts” on social media, 
while also claiming this is 
the silver bullet to becom-
ing more popular, rich and 
famous.

You can purchase the 
services of click-farms to 
arti icially increase your 
like-counters. This poten-
tially increases your con-
tent’s chances of being cross-syndicated, appear-
ing higher up in newsfeeds and possibly meaning 
the ability to convert “online social wealth” into 
material wealth.

In other cases, approbation markers such as 
likes can be used to generate popularity or con-
demnation of a group, politician or policy through 
the artful use of bots and astrotur ing. For example, 
the work of the Russia-based Internet Research 
Agency has been implicated for swaying public 
opinion and altering the results of the 2016 U.S. 
presidential election. 

The increasing concern over the spread of fake 
news and alleged political interference waged in 
sophisticated campaigns are examples that may 
come readily to mind, but the danger also includes 
the efforts of more local coordinated campaigns 
by political action groups to lood, troll and over-
whelm the newsfeeds of popular social media us-
ing invite-only Twitter rooms.

‘LIKES’ EQUALS WINS FOR 
MARKET CAPITALISM

When social sharing buttons and counters were in-
troduced on popular social media platforms over 
a decade ago, it could be said that it changed the 
character of social media. It also changed the mo-
tives for engaging with it.

Seeing numbers rise seems somewhat hardwired 
into us now, and provides incentive to contribute, and 
to contribute often, for the promise of this token dig-
ital reward. We spend long hours on these sites seek-
ing to drive up numbers that are largely devoid of any 
context or direct transferable value.

Somehow we feel we will be magically validat-
ed for posting more of the extraordinary (and mun-
dane) moments of our lives. 

What is troubling is that this ruthless behaviour 
to get more likes seems to undermine the social as-
pect of social media. Instead of truly being social, 
we are making it more of a competitive endeavour 
to accumulate more likes.

Measuring the value of other human beings on 
the basis of how high their “score” is on social media 
seems less social, and more like trying to “win” at so-
cial media in ways that resemble market capitalism.

Indeed, the main bene iciaries of our addictive 
and competitive behaviour are the social media 
companies who get more eyeballs on ads.

RUTHLESS COMPETITION
One can imagine the absurdity of the situation if we 
applied the idea of likes to our of line social inter-
actions where we would engage in a strange kind of 
jockeying for social points among our friends and 
family. But competitive behaviour has a very long 
precedent in terms of accumulating wealth in any 
of its forms (material or otherwise).

As human beings, we do engage in competitive 
games in a social context. From board games, 
sports and online gaming. For those of us old 
enough to remember pinball machines at the 
arcade, there might have been a leeting sense of 
satisfaction in earning the top score. But these 
were localized; today, with the ubiquity of social 
media and the proliferation of global leaderboards 
on multiplayer games, even the social succumbs to 
ruthless competition. 

The obsessive competitive drive in accumulat-
ing ever higher scores on social media via counters 
seems to deviate from all the extolled virtues of so-
cial media as a tool for connectivity, deepening re-
lationships, transcending geographical barriers or 
organizing and mobilizing on the basis of speaking 
truth to power.

Although examples of these virtues are still ev-
ident on social media, we ought to call into ques-
tion the value of these social metrics. Instead of a 
global village, as Marshall McLuhan prophesied, 
we are presented with a digital Potemkin village, a 
constructed sham, where sharing and being social is 
secondary to numerical proof of social interactions.

For younger generations who have grown up 
with web 2.0 social media, such status-chasing and 
social validation behaviours reduced to numerical 
outputs might be of concern. This model sets up 
situations for creating an easy tabulation of win-
ners and losers. 

Cue the more acute instances of self-esteem col-
lapse, the pressure to sexualize the self in images 
to garner more attention and other risk-taking be-
haviours. The race to share also highlights widen-
ing class divisions as those without the means to go 
on lavish vacations or purchase and display luxury 
products are made to feel of lesser value.

In this way, we have found a convenient, visible, 
automated means of evaluating other humans.

STATUS-CHASING
Before social media, a person of means may have 

wished to launt their “val-
ue” through conspicuous 
consumption, being seen 
driving an expensive ve-
hicle, going about town in 
designer clothing and hav-
ing their name appear in 
the society pages. Now, all 
who have online access can 
compete in these games of 
numerical value, and can 
receive near-instant grat-
i ication for their efforts. 
Social media counters have 
regrettably “democra-
tized” status-chasing com-
petition.

One might ask what 
exactly it is that we are 
accumulating, why and for 
what purpose? Some savvy 
social media users are able 
to leverage their enormous 
follower counts to become 
online celebrities and 

make a living (for a time). Yet, what of others who 
do not have such aspirations?

Do they consider their informative post on their 
poetic re lections on a warm spring day of lesser 
value if it does not garner a certain number of likes? 
Can we take our numbers of followers, retweets 
and likes to the bank as security on a mortgage? 
Can we convert likes into some form of currency? 
Before we say, “That is absurd!”, there are sites that 
actually do peg a dollar value on a like or tell us the 
monetary value of an account.

Is this a form of “video game” capitalism? Not 
quite, as there is no reliable way of converting like 
capital into, say, more equipment or software ( ixed 
capital). It is, at bottom, primitive accumulation. It 
may not, in itself, be meaningful any more than — 
as the late economist Thorstein Veblen pointed out 
— buying silver rather than steel spoons. 

Let’s use an absurd example to illustrate the 
point. If I get 10,000 upvotes on a piece of content, 
what does that say about the content? Not much, at 
least any more than me saving kittens from a burn-
ing house will mean 10,000 people will hop on one 
foot for 76.4 seconds. There is simply not much 
substantial connection between the two events.

Pity instead those whose jobs require them to 
boost those metrics for a business, political party 
or political candidate. They have no choice but to 
employ tactics designed to increase apparent en-
gagement. While those of us not under such condi-
tions have the luxury of ignoring or turning up our 
noses at such pursuits, others may ind this to be 
one of the key duties of their job.

Human beings will always ind some means to 
evaluate and judge one another, be it in terms of 
wealth, education, power or ability. However, the 
steady conversion of social media into an eerie par-
allel of a market economy is concerning, perhaps 
drawing us further away from what may have been 
intended by users to be a truly open, global social 
space.

Perhaps it is of some bene it to recall William 
Bruce Cameron’s pithy adage: “not everything that 
can be counted counts, and not everything that 
counts can be counted.”

[the writer is Assistant Profes-
sor - Faculty of Information and Me-

dia Studies, Western University]

The ruthless pursuit of online
‘likes’ gives you nothing

OJO MELVIN AGUNBIADE
theconversation.com

Urbanisation is spreading across 
Africa at great speed. Projections 

suggest that more than half of the to-
tal population will live in urban areas 
by 2050. Urbanisation in Nigeria is 
happening at a particularly astonish-
ing rate. The population density of 
urban dwellers in Nigeria is growing 

at an annual rate of 50 per square 
kilometre and it’s expected to rise to 
450.9 per square kilometre by 2050.

These urban dwellers include a 
large number of people over the age 
of 60. The number of old people on 
the continent is expected to rise to 67 
million by 2025, up from an estimat-
ed 43 million in 2010. Nigeria will ex-
perience an exponential increase the 

number of older people.
These developments call for a 

new urbanisation agenda. A large 
number of old people in urban spaces 
in Nigeria suffer from homelessness, 
abuse, neglect and destitution. The 
situation is further compounded by 
the absence of social protection pol-
icies that can reduce vulnerability in 
old age.

Old people in Nigeria’s cities can’t 
even rely on public transport. The 
urban renewal has led to the phasing 
out of the popular Molue buses while 
pedestrian bridges are built in a way 
that makes access challenging to 
physically challenged and older peo-
ple with mobility problems. Access to 
safe public transportation system is 
one of the indicators of age-friendly 
cities and communities.

Among Nigeria’s 36 states, Lagos 
is leading in urban regeneration ini-
tiatives. Unfortunately, there are in-
dications that older people and their 
needs are being marginalised. My re-
search is motivated by the need to un-
derstand vulnerability and resilience 
in old age. The indings presented 

here focus on what it means to grow 
old in the city and how urban renewal 
initiatives might be shaping vulnera-
bility in old age.

THE STUDY
Data was sought through individu-
al interviews and media reports. All 
these sources have their focus on 
demolition of markets, shops and 
houses in Lagos State from 2012 to 
2018. The City of Lagos has a history 
of demolitions of markets and neigh-
bours that are predominantly inhab-
ited by the less privileged. Older peo-
ple are included among the victims 
of these demolitions. Those trading 
among them have lost their means 
of livelihood without the freedom to 
protest or any hope of compensation.

The report highlights the indings 
about mobility concerns, fears and 
experiences of using the public trans-
portation system in Lagos.

Drawing from the experiences of 
13 older people aged 60 to 78 years, 
the research found that the existing 
public transport system isn’t condu-
cive to being used by older people.

How Africa’s largest city is
failing its older people
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The participants’ narratives 
and media reports portray the ur-
ban renewal efforts in the city as 
ageist and lopsided. While a great 
deal has been done to transform 
some crowded areas and com-
mercial motor parks in the city, 
the changes made weren’t done in 
a way that helped old people. For 
example, pedestrian bridges had 
been built too high. There had also 
been a loss of means of livelihood 
and accommodation in the city.

All the interviewees had spent 
29 years on average in the city. 
More men (8) than women had 
engaged in menial jobs to earn a 
living and have had to travel hours 
within traf ic from one part of the 
city to another throughout their 
youthful life. The women were 
more into petty trading, and only 
one worked with one of the local 
government authorities before 
retirement.

All the interviewees had used 
public transport when they were 

younger until it became more dif i-
cult to move around the city. Even 
the Bus Rapid Transport (BRT) 
was described as mostly inacces-
sible. In the words of one of the 
interviewees:

“I have been told that there are 
seats for older people in BRTs, but 
the drivers and commuters are 
often in a hurry that it becomes 
dif icult for older people to catch 
up with them or even use the avail-
able seats.”

TOWARDS INCLUSIVE 
URBAN RENEWAL

Urgent measures are required to 
avert or minimise the risks that 
come with using public mode of 
transportation in the city of Lagos. 
Existing public modes of trans-
portation are in need of overhaul-
ing. Presently, the public mode of 
transport, pedestrian bridges and 
walkways are designed to re lect 
the needs of the young urban pop-
ulation. Walkways that will accom-
modate older people and their var-
ious mobility needs are urgently 

needed. Creating such pathways 
can enhance the safety of other 
social categories of commuters in 
the city.

More legislation and conscious 
efforts are required to protect 
the vulnerability of older people 
to abuse in public spaces. Buses 
can be provided for older people 
and those that are physically 
challenged.

The urban renewal initiatives 
must be inclusive and participato-
ry. The demolition actions must be 
done in transparency and proper 
accountability. Inclusive urban re-
generation framework is urgently 
required in addressing the existing 
gaps and the future mobility needs 
of the growing population of old-
er people in the city. These efforts 
amongst others will place the City 
of Lagos on the march towards be-
coming one of the age-friendly cit-
ies in Nigeria and Africa.

[the writer is Post-Doctoral 
Researcher, African Population 

and Health Research Center]

contd from pg04

How Africa’s largest city is failing...

AFSPA 
extended for 
6 months 
in Assam
G , A  29 
(PTI): The Assam gov-
ernment today extended 
application of the con-
troversial Armed Forces 
(Special Powers) Act, 
1958 (AFSPA) in the state 
for six more months with 
immediate effect.

The Act gives special 
rights and immunity to 
security forces in car-
rying out various op-
erations in “disturbed” 
areas.

“As per powers con-
ferred under Section 3 of 
the Armed Forces (Spe-
cial Powers) Act, 1958, 
the Governor of Assam 
has declared the entire 
State of Assam as ‘Dis-
turbed Area’ upto 6 (six) 
months beyond 28th Au-
gust 2018, unless with-
drawn earlier,” an of icial 
release said.

Many civil society 
groups and activists have 
been demanding with-
drawal of the Act from 
Assam claiming violation 
of human rights by the 
armed forces.

A , A  29 (PTI): 
Mizoram government 
today decided to recall 
all the government of i-
cials sent to conduct the 
repatriation of Brus from 
six relief camps in neigh-
bouring Tripura, a senior 
Home department of i-
cial said.

Additional secretary 
in the Home department, 
Lalbiakzama told PTI 
that the decision was 
taken in the wake of ma-
jority of the inmates of 
the relief camps refusing 
to return to Mizoram and 
only three families had 
returned.

The of icials were 
sent to conduct the repa-
triation of Brus from the 
six relief camps which 
commenced from August 
25 and was scheduled to 
be completed by Septem-
ber 25, he said.

Of the 32,876 Brus be-
longing to 5,407 families 
who were identi ied by 
Mizoram of icials during 
November 2016 as bona-
ide residents of Mizoram 

and could be repatriated, 

2,753 people belonging 
to 423 families, majority 
of them from Kasakau 
relief camp, expressed 
willingness to be repatri-
ated when of icials visit-
ed them and conducted a 
survey recently.

Bru leaders in the 
relief camps had earli-
er expressed pessimism 
about the success of the 
proposed inal repatria-
tion as many people were 
not willing to return to 
Mizoram and continued 
to make fresh demands.

The Centre, however, 
was optimistic that the 
Bru families would re-

turn to Mizoram during 
this repatriation process 
after inking the agree-
ment on July three be-
tween Union Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh, chief 
ministers of Mizoram 
and Tripura and MBD-
PF chief A Sawibunga in 
Delhi.

In accordance with 
the agreement inked on 
July three in Delhi, all the 
Bru refugees were to be 
repatriated before Sep-
tember 30.

The agreement stip-
ulated that Rs four lakh 
for each repatriated Bru 
family would be depos-

ited in the bank account 
of the head of the family 
which would mature af-
ter three years and pay-
ment of Rs 1.5 lakh as 
housing assistance.

Each repatriated Bru 
family would be given 
Rs 5,000 through Direct 
Bene it Transfer every 
month and a free ration 
for two years.

After inking of the 
agreement, a senior of-
icial of the Ministry of 

Home Affairs said that 
the relief camps would 
be closed by irst week of 
October and assistance 
doled out to the inmates 

to be discontinued forth-
with.

Thousands of Brus 
had been lodged in the 
Tripura relief camps 
since late 1997 in the 
wake of a communal ten-
sion triggered by the bru-
tal murder of Lalzawmli-
ana, a forest guard inside 
the Dampa Tiger Reserve 
on October 21, 1997 by 
Bru National Liberation 
Front (BNLF) militants.

The irst attempt to 
repatriate them from 
November 16, 2009 not 
only failed but triggered 
another wave of exo-
dus after Bru militants 
gunned down a youth at 
Bungthuam village three 
days before the com-
mencement of the repa-
triation process.

Though some Bru 
families had already 
returned to Mizoram 
during a number of re-
patriation processes 
and on their own will, 
many of them continued 
to refuse to leave Tripu-
ra till date despite many 
attempts.

Mizoram recalls of icials sent to 
conduct repatriation of Brus

A , A  29 (PTI): 
Five government of icials 
including two women 
were arrested in Mamit 
district for their alleged 
involvement in the bur-
glary in their of ice on 
August 23 night, a senior 
police of icer said today.

Superintendent of Po-
lice HL Thangzuala told 
PTI over phone that ive 
of icials of the Election 
of ice of Mamit district 
were arrested for their 
alleged involvement in 
the burglary of their of-
ice on August 23 night 

when all the forms duly 
illed in by Bru people in 

six Tripura relief camps 
were found missing.

The SP said the police 
was interrogating the 
ive of icials at the Mamit 

police station.
The burglary appar-

ently took place on Au-
gust 23 night and the 
district administration 
submitted FIR on the 
next night, he said.

Investigation was 
launched and Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) 
headed by Sub-Division-
al Police Of icer of Mamit 
was constituted in view 
of the sensitivity of the 
case, the said.

Election of icials who 
conducted revision of vot-
ers’ lists in the relief camps 
in North Tripura district 
returned on August 19 
and began working on the 
genuineness of the claims 
by Brus lodged in the re-
lief camps. The un inished 
electoral roll papers were 
left in the district election 
of ice on the night of Au-
gust 23 and were found 
missing the next day.

Five govt
of icials arrested by 
police in Mizoram

N  D , A  29 
(PTI): The curtains on 
the ninth edition of the 
Mountain Echoes Literary 
Festival went down with 
a renewed camaraderie 
between Bhutan and In-
dia, registering a footfall 
of over 17,000 people.

“There has been an 
increase in registrations 
and footfalls from last 
year. The 2018 edition 
saw footfalls of over 
17,000 through the three 
days,” organisers said.

The three-day festival 
that began on August 23, 
saw 74 speakers, includ-
ing 42 from Bhutan, 26 
from India and several 
names from the rest of 
the world including Sar-
ah Kay, Daniel C Taylor, 
Andrew Quintman, Tony 
Robinson Smith, Profes-
sor George van Driem, 
and Dave Gouslon.

Aiming to promote 
the love of reading 
and storytelling across 
genres and mediums, 
the organisers said that 
the festival has helped 
expand the reach of lit-
erature in the Himalayan 
country.

“Owing to the festival, 
Bhutan has witnessed 
a remarkable increase 
in the number of books 
being sold, bookstores 
being opened, book clubs 
being hosted and even in 
the number of research 
scholars at local univer-
sities,” they said.

In its ninth edition, 
the festival celebrated 
50 years of Indo-Bhutan 
diplomatic relations.

Over the course of 
three days, it raised un-
comfortable yet perti-
nent questions on topics 
like environment, the-
atre, and art, alongside 
enthralling and interac-
tive sessions on music, 
dance and martial arts.

Naseeruddin Shah, 
Ratna Pathak Shah, San-
jana Kapoor, and Usha 
Utthup were among the 
speakers who enjoyed a 
full-house at the literary 
event.

An initiative of the In-
dia-Bhutan Foundation, 
in association with the 
Indian literary agency, 
Siyahi, Mountain Echoes 
came to a close on Au-
gust 25.

9th Mountain
Echoes registers footfall

of over 17,000
D , A  29 (PTI): 
A woman journalist of 
a television channel in 
Bangladesh has been 
hacked to death with a 
sharp-edged weapon by 
some unidenti ied assail-
ants at her home, media 
reports said today.

Subarna Akter Nodi, 
32, was a correspondent 
of private news chan-
nel Ananda TV and also 
worked for the Daily 
Jagroto Bangla newspa-
per, bdnews24.com re-
ported.

She lived in Rad-
hanagar area of Pabna 
district, some 150 kms 
from here.

Nodi, who is sur-
vived by a nine-year-old 
daughter, was awaiting 
divorce from her hus-
band, the report said.

The assailants, said to 
be around 10 to 12, came 
riding motorcycles and 
rang the doorbell of her 
house at around 10:45 
PM yesterday, it said.

When she answered 
the door, they indiscrim-
inately hacked her and 
led the spot, Pabna Ad-

ditional Superintendent 
of Police Ibne Mizan said.

The assailants used a 
sharp-edged weapon to 
attack her, police said.

Some locals rushed 
her to hospital where she 
was declared brought 
dead.

Police have launched 
several teams to nab the 
culprits, Additional SP 
Gautam Kumar Biswas 
said.

Journalists in Pabna 
have condemned the kill-
ing and demanded that 
the murderers be imme-
diately brought to justice.

Meanwhile, the fam-
ily of Nodi said that 
they suspect her former 
husband Rajib Hossain, 
and father-in-law Abul 
Hossain are behind the 
killing, Dhaka Tribune 
reported.

Her mother claimed 
that her daughter had 
named her ex-husband 
as one of the attackers 
before she died.

Nodi had sued Rajib 
in a dowry case. Her el-
der sister Champa Be-
gum was scheduled to 

Woman TV journalist hacked 
to death in Bangladesh

testify before the court 
in the case yesterday, the 
report said.

Champa claimed that 
Rajib and his associates 
had verbally abused her 
on the court premises 
before the hearing, the 
report added.
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SIKKIM PUBLIC SERVICE 
COMMISSION

OLD TOURISM COMPLEX, MG 
MARG, GANGTOK – 737101

FAX: 03592-207572
Email: spsc-skm@nic.in

website: www.spscskm.gov.in
Reference No: 49/EXAM/SPSC/2018

Date: 27/08/2018
NOTICE

On the basis of the marks obtained in 
the Written Examination and Viva-Voce/
Interview as Advertisement vide no: 05/
SPSC/EXAM/2018 dated: 02/04/2018 
for recruitment to the post of Staff  Nurse 
under Health Care, Human Services 
and Family Welfare Department, 
Government of Sikkim, through Direct 
Recruitment, the candidates bearing 
the following Roll Numbers are hereby 
declared qualifi ed in order of merit 
and the names are recommended for 
appointment.

ROLL
NO.

CANDIDATE’S NAME

18 CHANDRA LEKHA PRADHAN
182 DAWA LHAMU SHENGA
574 BINITA SHARMA
179 PASSANG DOMA BHUTIA
83 SMRITI MOKTAN

554 SITA GIRI
456 BINITA PRADHAN
374 KRITIKA RAI
159 KARMA DOMA SHENGA
765 HISSEY LANZUM BHUTIA
746 PHUNTSOK DOLMA
809 BHAWANA POUDYAL
763 MINGMA YANGZEE SHERPA
708 PRIYANKA SHARMA
567 RAVINA CHHETRI
237 KESANG CHODEN BHUTIA
761 NORPANDI LEPCHA

3 KESSANG TAMANG
502 JAYATA GURUNG
236 SONGMITH LEPCHA
465 PRASHUN CHETTRI BISTA
372 ZULEKHA BHATTARAI
262 PRITIKA PRADHAN
783 SONAM YANGCHEN BHUTIA
644 RANJANA SHARMA
861 BINITA LIMBOO
485 ARPANA BASNETT
699 SURAKCHA SHARMA
779 KUNZANG CHODEN SHERPA

422 MONA GURUNG
388 BIMLA GURUNG
448 PRIYANKA TAMANG
258 RENUKA DHAKAL
764 RIZANG LEPCHA
40 NIRMALA DAHAL
57 CHEMI DENKA BHUTIA

727 PHUR JANGMOO SHERPA
507 MARINA GURUNG
400 RANJANA RAJALIM
486 MANISHA PRADHAN
817 ALISHA CHETTRI
156 BENITA SUBBA
451 RAJANI SHARMA
487 BANIRA PRADHAN
212 SONAMKIT LEPCHA
637 SARDA SHRESTHA
490 TANCHOK HANGMA SUBBA
198 SONAM DOMA BHUTIA
304 ANAMIKA CHETTRI
750 KIMU LEPCHA
552 GLORIA RAI
90 JANGMU HUTIA

822 PRIMA THATAL
769 RINZING CHODEN LEPCHA
176 TSHERING LHAMU BHUTIA
227 GORMIT LEPCHA
42 PRAMILA CHHETRI

537 PERILA RAI
166 TASHI LHAMU BHUTIA
29 RAJANI GURUNG
93 YANGCHEN DOMA BHUTIA

754 DIKI CHODEN BHUTIA
192 KALZANG DOMA BHUTIA
849 MANISHA SUBBA
261 NEELAM CHETTRI
349 KRITIKA SHARMA
34 KARUNA BASNETT

674 RIYA SHARMA
652 ARCHANA SHARMA
543 KARISHMA RAI
213 SONGMIT LEPCHA
549 KUSUM CHETTRI
67 TASHI YANGZUM BHUTIA

659 BHUMIKA SHARMA
44 PRAMILA THAPA

387 LAXMI GURUNG
724 NIMA YANGCHEN BHUTIA
302 RADHIKA PRADHAN
745 TASHI PHUTI BHUTIA
133 ONGKILA SHERPA
729 DORJEE ONGMU BHUTIA
677 NIRMALA CHETTRI
506 JYOTSHNA RAI
430 AMRITA GURUNG
222 KESSANG CHODEN BHUTIA
433 PRATIVA RAI
794 PEMA CHOKY LEPCHA
820 ANUSHA PRADHAN
558 NAVINA THAPA
343 MONA BASNET

89 ANJU TAMANG
154 ANITA SUBBA
718 DAWA DOMA BHUTIA
188 ALINA LEPCHA
24 PADEN ONGMU SHERPA
45 SRIJANA SHARMA

744 DECHEN WANGMU BHUTIA
570 KRITANA CHETTRI
383 SHAJEENA KIRAT RAI
710 DURGA DEVI SHARMA
672 JANUKA CHETTRI
768 PASSANGKIT LEPCHA
725 DORJEE UDEN LEPCHA
358 JANUKA DHAKAL
676 LEELA DEVI SHARMA
161 SONAM PADEN BHUTIA
601 PASSANG KEEPA BHUTIA

7 RASHMITA SUBBA
130 KESSANG DOMA BHUTIA
719 DECHEN DOMA BHUTIA
692 SABINA SHARMA
687 ANAMIKA SHARMA
186 UGEN LHAMU LEPCHA
246 RANJEETA GHATANEY
20 PRANITA RAI

730 CHEWANG DOMA BHUTIA
263 ARATI KHANAL
688 SUSHILA SHARMA
68 ANZEELA BHUTIA

766 DAWKEE LEPCHA
784 DICHEN PEMA SHERPA
158 ZANGMU BHUTIA
345 SUJATA KHAREL
273 SRIJANA BASNETT
409 ANUSHA MANGER
503 PUJA GURUNG
65 PEMA UDEN BHUTIA

228 TSHERING DOMA BHUTIA
804 INDIRA KHANAL
244 PRANITA BARAILY
128 ANU TAMANG
306 PRAMILA CHHETRI
726 TENZING TSELHA BHUTIA
720 PEMA BHUTIA
164 PASSANG LHAMU BHUTIA
362 RADHA KHATRI
62 SONAM DOMA BHUTIA

606 HELINA TAMANG
148 PHUL MATI SUBBA
204 DAWA LHAKI BHUTIA
232 SANGAY DIKI SHERPA
169 KESSANG DOMA LEPCHA
488 DAWA LADEN SHERPA
174 MEGDOLINE LEPCHA
753 PREMIT LEPCHA
165 ANJALI BHUTIA
181 ADENMIT LEPCHA
300 SUJA CHETTRI
146 KESANG TSHERING CHODEN 

LEPCHA
350 BISHNU KUMARA CHETTRI

790 LASSANG WONGMU BHUTIA
663 SREEJANA SHARMA
270 YASODA GIRI
39 SAMITA BASNETT

385 SARINA RAI
151 KANCHAN TAMANG
266 PRATIKABYA CHHETRI
647 PRANU DAHAL
716 ASHIKA PRADHAN
81 SARITA TAMANG

821 ISHA DAS
407 KARISHMA GURUNG
808 MAMTA PRADHAN
191 CHUMSANG LEPCHA
417 SAVINA MANGER
539 TRISHNA RAI
405 ANJULEE GURUNG
664 INDIRA GIRI
858 YOURIKA TAMANG
512 RUBI RAI
438 RIMA GURUNG
271 ANUSHA CHETTRI
283 NITU CHETTRI
368 KRITIKA PRADHAN
301 SRIJANA PRADHAN
344 JUNA SHARMA
562 KRISHNA GURUNG
31 TANUJA GURUNG

421 KABITA RAI
484 YOG MAYA KHARKA
707 AMBALIKA SHARMA
819 MANISHA SHARMA
75 SUNITA SUBBA LIMBOO
21 RUBINA GURUNG

530 DEEPA RAI
472 SUSMA SHARMA
419 PRAMILA GURUNG
582 EDEN DOMA LEPCHA
561 SUJATA RAI
274 RUJA RAI
91 SHRISTI RAI
116 SANJUTA SUBBA
111 SANGEETA TAMANG
11 SEENA TAMANG

772 SONAMMIT LEPCHA
598 USHA TAMANG
519 PRIMA DONNA GURUNG
382 PRIYA RAI
501 JECIKA GURUNG
56 LAKMIT LEPCHA

145 SABITRI SUBBA
576 NITA SUBBA
528 LEENA RAI
625 MANITA SUBBA
303 SABINA RAI
112 TAPKANA MAYA TAMANG
732 SONAM KIKI LEPCHA
833 OLIVA ANGELLINA LEPCHA
123 ALASKA YONZONE
184 MALIMIT LEPCHA
542 ADLEN RAI

138 ANJU SUBBA
508 UPASANA RAI
511 YOGESH GURUNG
55 SONAM PHUTIK LACHUNGPA

445 ANGELINA LEPCHA
796 SONAMIT LEPCHA
526 PRATIMA RAI
611 SONEY TAMANG
436 PRERNA BHUJEL
614 DEEPA TAMANG
117 SAMIKLA SUBBA
590 SUNOLMIT LEPCHA
394 SUSMITA GURUNG
168 NEELAMITH LEPCHA
141 PRATIMA TAMANG
592 DICKYI DOLMA
334 MARISA RAI
855 MEENA SUBBA
220 CHUKIT LEPCHA
517 BHAWANA RAI
153 ANJANA SUBBA LIMBOO
432 SANGITA RAI
610 BHIMA SUBBA
410 PRANITA GURUNG
500 PRATIBHA RAI
591 JONIA LIMBOO
391 SUMINA GURUNG
281 SUMITRA PRADHAN
420 SABNAM GURUNG
442 MEENA DEVI GURUNG
531 AGNES RAI
521 LEENA RAI
852 NIMA DOMA TAMANG
826 PRATIMA NAWBAG
53 SAPNA LAMICHANEY

825 BINITA SEWA
38 BINITA CHHETRI

253 ARPANA DARNAL
70 CHIMI EDEN LEPCHA

859 SUNITA LIMBOO
252 MENUKA SUNDAS
240 BUDDHA LOHAR
54 URVASI DARNAL

823 SITA GHATANI
496 PRIMULA BISWAKARMA
827 MAMTA RASAILY
249 BUNU LOHAR
832 KUMARI DARJEE
248 TARA PANCHKOTI
245 JOSHNA SEWA

The candidature of the candidates 
as shown in the list is provisional, sub-
ject to the police verifi cation, medical fi t-
ness and verifi cation of all required doc-
uments by the State Government.

Sd/-
(BIMLA RAI. SMT)

CONTROLLER OF EXAMINATIONS
SIKKIM PUBLIC SERVICE 

COMMISSION.
R.O. No. 314/IPR/PUB/CLASSI./18-19 Dt. 28.8.2018 

J , A  29 (PTI): 
Dutee Chand today 
joined her illustrious 
compatriots such as P 
T Usha in the list of ath-
letes who have won more 
than one medal at the 
Asian Games as she add-
ed a silver to her kitty af-
ter inishing second ear-
lier in the women’s 100m 
dash here today.

She crossed the in-
ishing line in 23.20 sec-
onds, behind Bahrain’s 
Edidiong Odiong who 
clinched the gold in 
22.96. The bronze went 
to China’s Wei Yongli 
(23.27).

It has been an out-
standing show by the 
22-year-old Odisha 
sprinter who was not 
allowed to compete 
in 2014-15 under the 
IAAF’s hyperandro-

genism policy due to 
which she missed the 
2014 Commonwealth 
and Asian Games. She 
fought and won a case 
against this policy at the 
Court of Arbitration for 
Sports.

In a recent revision of 
the hyperandrogenism 
policy of the IAAF, Dutee 
has been left out of its 
purview.

Legendary Usha had 
swept four gold medals 
at the 1986 Seoul Asian 
Games, winning 200m, 
400m, 400m hurdles and 
4x400m relay. Jyotirmoy-
ee Sikdar, (800m 1500m) 
had also won two medals 
at the at 1998 Bangkok 
Games.

Sunita Rani (1500m, 
5000m ) also returned 
with two medals from 
the 2002 Busan Games.

Dutee bags second medal,
wins 200m silver

BHARAT SHARMA
J , A  29 (PTI): Star boxer Vi-
kas Krishan (75kg) overcame a bleed-
ing left eye to be assured of an unprec-
edented third consecutive Asian Games 
medal, while Amit Panghal (49kg) pro-
duced a power-packed performance in 
his quarter inal bout to guarantee him-
self a maiden podium inish here today.

However, it was curtains for world 
silver-medallist Sarjubala Devi (51kg) 
after she lost her quarter inal bout 0-5 
to up and coming Chinese Chang Yuan, 
a Youth Olympics gold-medallist and 
also a former youth worth champion.

Her loss means that Indian women 
boxers would be returning without a 
medal from the Asiad for the irst time 
since the event was added to the Games 
in 2010. The celebrated M C Mary Kom 
had claimed a gold and L Sarita Devi 
and Pooja Rani fetched a bronze each in 
the 2014 edition.

Vikas, a gold medallist in 2010 and 
bronze winner in 2014, prevailed on a 
split 3-2 verdict against China’s Tuohe-
ta Erbieke Tanglatihan in the quarter i-
nals.

It was a tough bout for the seasoned 
boxer, who had to go on the defen-
sive in the irst round. He will square 
off against Kazakhstan’s Abilkhan 
Amankul in the semi inals.

“My performance was affected by 
the cut I suffered in the irst round. I 
was a bit disturbed and that I was not 
able to block him that much. If it wasn’t 
for the cut, I would have beaten him 5-0 

like I did in the past. Having said that, 
he is a good boxer,” said Vikas.

The Haryana-boxer, one of only four 
Indians with a world championships 
medal to his credit, launched very few 
attacks but managed to connect just 
enough straights to get the judges’ nod.

He spent most of the bout ighting 
from a distance and closed in only when 
Tanglatihan tried to target his body.

Earlier, Amit advanced to the 49kg 
semi inals to assure himself of a maid-
en medal at the Games.

The Armyman, who is a Common-
wealth Games silver-medallist, defeat-

ed South Korea’s Kim Jang Ryong 5-0 
with a thoroughly dominating per-
formance to enter the last-four stage 
where he will take on Filipino Carlo 
Paalam.

In the boxing competition, semi i-
nalists are entitled to bronze medals.

The 22-year-old from Haryana, 
making his debut at the Games, intim-
idated his 20-year-old opponent, using 
his right straights to good effect.

On the other hand, the Korean, de-
spite being a southpaw and the taller of 
the two, simply withdrew after a decent 
show in the opening three minutes.

Amit was brilliant with his foot-
work, moving around craftily to ex-
haust his rival, who looked unsure for 
most of the bout.

“He was good boxer so it was not 
easy at all. I always rely on count-
er-punches and against him it paid off. 
In third round, he got tired and I also 
played a bit safe. It was all about keep-
ing the lead after winning the irst two 
rounds,” Amit said.

It has been a brilliant year for the 
Indian, who won back-to-back gold 
medals at the inaugural India Open 
and the prestigious Strandja Memorial 
Tournament in Bulgaria.

This was followed by a silver at the 
Gold Coast CWG in April.

India’s assistant coach C A Kuttap-
pa said he is a de inite prospect for the 
gold medal.

“He is one of the best boxers we 
have,” said Kuttappa.

In the evening session, national 
champion Dheeraj Rangi (64kg) fought 
his heart out against Mongolia’s Baatar-
sukh Chinzorig but could not ind fa-
vour with judges. The Indian came up 
with impressive right hooks but was 
done in by a weak defence.

With this, India equalled its 2014 
performance in men’s boxing in terms 
of number of medals assured.

India’s best Asian Games perfor-
mance in boxing remains the one in 
2010 Guangzhou where the country 
picked up nine medals -- two gold, 
three silver and four bronze medals.

Asiad Boxing: Gritty Vikas, dominant Amit
into semis; Sarjubala, Dheeraj ousted

Kamal-Batra pair 
adds mixed doubles 
bronze to Indian TT’s 
dream run at Asiad
J , A  29 (PTI): The Indian 
table tennis contingent’s dream run 
at the Asian Games got better today 
when the mixed doubles pairing of A 
Sharath Kamal and Manika Batra ex-

ceeded its own expectations to win a 
historic bronze.

It was only yesterday that the 
Kamal-led men’s team had secured 
a bronze, ending India’s 60-year-
wait for a maiden medal at the Asian 
Games.

Today, Kamal and Batra played 
four matches in a day and only the 
opener against Malaysia was comfort-
able.

In the lead-up to the event, Kamal 
had slammed the scheduling of the 

competition.
In the semi inals, Kamal and Batra 

made life tough for China’s Yingsha 
Sun and Wang Sun before going down 
9-11, 5-11, 13-11, 4-11, 8-11. The 
semi inal was a best of seven games 
contest while the earlier rounds were 
played in the usual best of ive format.

Their pre-quarter inal was against 
the strong a South Korean pairing of 
Lee Sangsu and Jeon Jihee but the In-
dians battled past them 11-7, 7-11, 
11-8, 10-12, 11-4.

Next up for Kamal and Batra was 
the North Korean challenge posed 
by Cha Hyo Sim and An Ji Song. This 
was for a place in the semi inals and a 
guaranteed medal at the Games.

Like the round of 16 match, the 
quarter inal too went down to the 
wire with the Indians pulling off a 11-
4, 10-12, 11-6, 6-11, 11-8 victory.

The combination of Kamal’s pow-
er and Batra’s deceptive play from 
the pimpled rubber proved too hot to 
handle for the Koreans.
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KJM VARMA
B , A  29 (PTI): China today 
dismissed reports that it is setting 
up a military base in Afghanistan in 
a narrow corridor connecting the 
two countries near Xinjiang to pre-
vent in iltration of Uygur militants 
into the volatile province.

According to a report in the 
Hong Kong-based South China 
Morning Post, China has started 
building a training camp for Af-
ghan troops in Wakhan corridor a 
project Beijing is fully funding.

Once the camp is complet-
ed, the People’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) is likely to send hundreds of 
military personnel at least one bat-
talion strong to Afghanistan’s iso-
lated Wakhan, the Post report said.

When asked about the report, 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Hua Chunying said, “After 
checking with relevant depart-

ments, it has been found that this 
report is not true.”

Asked whether China is fund-

ing Afghanistan to setup the base, 
Hua said “if setting up military 
base is not true what comes next is 

also not true”.
The Chinese military had de-

nied a similar report in January 

this year.
The Wakhan corridor is a nar-

row strip of inhospitable and bare-
ly accessible land extending about 
350km from the northern Afghan 
province of Badakhshan to China’s 
Muslim region of Xinjiang, where 
Chinese authorities have carried 
out sweeping crackdowns on the 
Uygur ethnic minority group in re-
cent months.

Uygurs are agitating against 
large scale settlements of majority 
Han from other parts of China.

China is battling militants of 
the East Turkistan Islamic Move-
ment (ETIM), a separatist out it 
who reportedly used the corridor 
as well as the routes through the 
adjacent Pakistan-occupied Kash-
mir (PoK) to in iltrate in Xinjiang.

China has been periodically 
putting pressure on Pakistan to 
crackdown on ETIM training bases 

in its tribal areas.
Reports in the of icial media 

here in the past said China and Af-
ghanistan border troops jointly pa-
trolled the PoK part of the border 
to prevent in iltration.

China which looks to spread 
its in luence far and wide has al-
ready set up a base at Djibouti in 
the Horn of Africa in the Indian 
Ocean. Beijing says it is a logistics 
base aimed at providing resting 
facilities to its naval troops taking 
part in the anti-piracy operations.

China is also developing a stra-
tegic port at Gwadar in Pakistan 
which will provide it access to the 
Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean.

Also China has acquired the 
Hambantota port in Sri Lanka for 
90 years. The Sri Lankan govern-
ment insists that it is purely for 
civilian purposes and no military 
activities will be permitted.

China not setting up military base in Afghanistan close to Xinjiang: Of icial

W , A  29 
(AFP): US President Don-
ald Trump warned evan-
gelical leaders that if Re-
publicans lose control of 
Congress in the midterm 
elections, Democrats will 
institute change “quickly 
and violently,” a media 
report said.

At a meeting with 
those leaders at the 
White House on Monday, 
Trump said everything 
was at stake for his con-
servative agenda if his 
party loses in November, 
according to an audio-
tape of the meeting ob-
tained by The New York 
Times.

Democrats “will over-
turn everything that 
we’ve done and they’ll do 
it quickly and violently,” 
Trump said, according 
to the Times report pub-
lished last night.

“They will end every-
thing immediately.”

“When you look at 
Antifa,” he added, refer-
ring to militant leftist 
anti-fascism groups, “and 
you look at some of these 
groups, these are violent 
people.” The Times said a 
White House spokesman, 
Hogan Gidley, declined to 

expand on what the pres-
ident meant.

It was not the irst 
time Trump has warned 
of violence if things did 
not go his way.

During the 2016 
presidential campaign, 
he said his supporters 
would probably react 
violently if he did not 

win the Republican 
nomination.

“I think you’d have ri-
ots,” Trump warned.

The Times said re-
porters were allowed to 
listen in on brief com-
ments by Trump during 
the Monday meeting 
with ministers and pas-
tors, and heard him talk 

about abortion, religious 
freedom and youth un-
employment.

But after the press 
was shown out of the 
room, Trump changed 
the subject and sug-
gested how the evan-
gelical leaders could 
help Republicans win 
in November, the Times 
reported.

“I just ask you to go 
out and make sure all of 
your people vote,” Trump 
said.

“Because if they 
don’t -- it’s November 6 
-- if they don’t vote we’re 
going to have a misera-
ble two years and we’re 
going to have, frankly, 
a very hard period of 
time because then it just 
gets to be one election -- 
you’re one election away 
from losing everything 
you’ve got.

W , A  29 
(AFP): President Donald 
Trump welcomed FIFA 
boss Gianni Infantino 
to the White House on 
Tuesday, congratulat-
ing football’s governing 
body for awarding the 
2026 World Cup to North 
America before jokingly 
waving a red card at jour-
nalists.

“I very much appreci-
ate the fact that we have 
won a very important 
event, the World Cup in 
2026,” said Trump, who 
had backed the joint 
USA-Mexico-Canada bid 
which triumphed over 
Morocco at a vote in Mos-
cow on June.

Trump meanwhile re-
vealed that his 12-year-
old son Barron was a 
keen football fan while 
describing the World 
Cup as “maybe the big-
gest sporting event in the 
world.”

“Soccer is a game, I 
guess you call it football,” 
Trump added.

“But over here, may-
be at some point they’ll 
change the name, I’m not 
sure. But we’ll see. It’s 
working very well either 
way.”

Trump meanwhile 
noted that he would be 

out of of ice by the time 
the 48-team tournament 
arrived in North America.

“I won’t be here. 
Maybe they’ll extend the 
term,” he said to laughter, 
as he gestured towards 
media.

“Because I know 
they’d love to see that. 
If they don’t extend the 
term, the media is going 
to be very boring, they’ll 
all be out of business I 
guess.”

Infantino meanwhile 
said FIFA was con ident 
of helping produce a 
“fantastic” tournament in 
2026, before presenting 
Trump with two soccer 
jerseys -- one bearing his 
name and the number 26 
(referring to 2026) and 
other with the number 
45, denoting Trump’s 
status as the 45th US 
President.

Infantino then hand-
ed Trump a pair of refer-
ee’s yellow and red cards, 
before explaining their 
meaning.

Trump duly seized 
the red card and direct-
ed it at members of the 
press.

“So this will be useful, 
I don’t know, that’s for 
your next media session,” 
Infantino joked.

Trump warns of violent change if
Republicans lose midterms

Trump welcomes 
FIFA chief Infantino, 
gives press red card

Myanmar 
rejects UN 
probe on 
Rohingya 
abuses
Y , A  29 (AFP): 
Myanmar rejected to-
day the indings of a UN 
probe alleging genocide 
by its military against the 
Rohingya, in a strident 
government response to 
a damning report on the 
crisis.

Myanmar has 
come under immense 
pressure this week 
over last year’s military 
crackdown that pushed 
more than 700,000 of 
the Muslim minority into 
Bangladesh.

Monday’s report by a 
UN fact- inding mission 
said there was evidence 
of genocide and crimes 
against humanity “per-
petrated on a massive 
scale”.

In a session of the 
UN Security Council late 
Tuesday several coun-
tries -- including the 
United States -- called for 
Myanmar’s military lead-
ers to face international 
justice.

But Myanmar on 
Wednesday rejected the 
remit of the UN mission 
and its indings.

“We didn’t allow the 
FFM (the UN Fact-Find-
ing Mission) to enter into 
Myanmar, that’s why we 
don’t agree and accept 
any resolutions made by 
the Human Rights Coun-
cil,” government spokes-
man Zaw Htay said ac-
cording to the state-run 
Global New Light of 
Myanmar newspaper.

He pointed to the 
formation of Myan-
mar’s own Independent 
Commission of Enquiry, 
which he said was set up 
to respond to “false alle-
gations made by the UN 
agencies and other inter-
national communities”.

Zaw Htay also lashed 
out at Facebook for pull-
ing down the pages of 
Myanmar’s army chief 
and other top military 
brass, saying that it could 
hamper the govern-
ment’s efforts with “na-
tional reconciliation”.

I , A  29 (PTI): The 
Interpol has rejected Pakistan’s 
request to arrest General Pervez 
Musharraf as it does not want 
to interfere in cases of political 
nature, the government today 
informed a special court hearing 
the high treason case against the 
former military dictator who is 
now in Dubai.

The government’s reply 
came as the tribunal resumed 
hearing in the treason case 
against the former president for 
suspending the Constitution in 
2007 by imposing emergency.

Gen. (retd) Musharraf, 75, 
was indicted in the case in 
March 2014 after he appeared 
before the court and rejected all 
charges.

Interior Secretary Yousuf 
Naseem Khokhar in his reply on 
efforts to bring Musharraf back 
to the country informed the 
court that a letter was written to 
Interpol to issue a Red Warrant. 
But it returned the letter by re-
fusing to interfere in cases of po-
litical nature.

Khokhar appeared before 
a two-judge bench headed by 
Lahore High Court Chief Justice 
Justice Yawar Ali and compris-
ing Sindh High Court’s Justice 
Nazar Akbar which heard the 

high treason case against Gen. 
Musharraf.

“The government had ap-
proached Interpol to bring back 
Musharraf, Gen. however, they 
rejected the request,” the interi-
or secretary said.

“Interpol of icials had said 
that the high treason case does 
fall under their legal ambit,” he 
was quoted as saying by Geo 
News.

To this, the court asked the 
interior secretary to submit In-
terpol’s reply to the court.

On August 20, the special 
court in Islamabad had sum-
moned the interior secre-
tary over non-arrest of Gen. 
Musharraf in the case despite is-
suance of non-bailable warrants 

against him.
Adjourning the case till Sep-

tember 10, the court today or-
dered that during the next hear-
ing arguments be given over 
whether Musharraf’s statement 
can be recorded via Skype or 
the investigations can move for-
ward without it.

Gen. Musharraf left Pakistan 
for Dubai for medical treatment 
on March 18, 2016 with a com-
mitment to come back. He man-
aged to go abroad after his name 
was removed from the Exit Con-
trol List on the orders of the Su-
preme Court.

A few months later, howev-
er, the special court declared 
him a proclaimed offender and 
ordered the con iscation of his 

property owing to his no-show.
He has repeatedly refused to 

return to Pakistan citing securi-
ty reasons.

Gen. Musharraf, the for-
mer army chief, has rejected all 
charges.

His lawyer Akhar Shah said 
that the former president could 
not appear in person due to se-
curity reasons. He also said that 
Gen. Musharraf’s health was not 
good and was not allowed by the 
doctors in Dubai to travel.

Shah said that Gen. 
Musharraf will appear before 
the court if the president-level 
security was provided to him.

The previous Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz govern-
ment had iled the treason case 
against Gen. Musharraf over the 
imposition of extra-constitu-
tional emergency in November 
2007.

The case was launched in 
2013 and Gen. Musharraf was 
subsequently indicted but he 
left for Dubai on March 2016 for 
medical treatment.

Gen. Musharraf took power 
in 1999 by toppling the govern-
ment of prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif and ruled until 2008 
when he was forced to step 
down.

Interpol rejects request for Parvez
Musharraf’s arrest: Pak govt
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T , A  29 (AFP): 
Iran’s supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
said today that his gov-
ernment should be ready 
to “set aside” the 2015 
nuclear deal if it is no 
longer in the country’s 
national interests.

“The JCPOA (nuclear 
deal) is not the objective, it 
is only a means,” he said in 
a meeting with the cabinet, 
according to his website.

“Naturally, if we reach 
the conclusion that it is 
no longer maintaining 
our national interests, we 
will put it aside.” Khame-
nei said talks should con-
tinue with Europe, which 
is trying to salvage the 
2015 agreement despite 
the withdrawal of the 
United States.

But he said the Irani-
an government “must not 
pin hope on the Europe-
ans for issues such as the 
JCPOA or the economy”.

“We must examine 
their promises with 
scepticism,” he added.

Khamenei reiterated 
that Iran would not en-
gage in any negotiations 
with the administration 
of US President Donald 
Trump, despite his offer 
of unconditional talks.

“(The Americans) 
want to say they can 
bring anyone, even the 
Islamic republic, to the 
negotiating table.

“But as I have previ-
ously said in detail, no 
negotiations with them 
will take place,” Khame-
nei said.

Iran’s Khamenei says ready to 
abandon nuclear deal if needed
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ARIES: Today you might feel very 
low, Aries, though you may not have 
any idea why. Your life is going well, 
so there’s no real reason for you to 
feel this way. Chances are that you 
saw something that triggered an un-
conscious memory without even be-
ing aware of it. Discern what it was 
and then release it. Find something to 
do that you love!
TAURUS: Today it looks like you 
might not be able to attend a group 
activity that you’ve been anticipat-
ing, Taurus. Other pressing matters 
may demand your immediate atten-
tion. This could prove frustrating. 
However, if you work quickly and ef-
fi ciently, you might be able to make it 
after all. Budget your time carefully 
and get to it!
GEMINI: A delay in completing 

an important project could have you 
feeling irritated, frustrated, and inad-
equate, Gemini, even though you’ve 
done your best. The problem is prob-
ably beyond your control. There isn’t 
much you can do about this but wait. 
There are probably a lot of other im-
portant tasks waiting. Take care of 
them and get your mind off  the other. 
It’ll get done eventually.
CANCER: Some pressing matters 
might have you worried that you may 
have to postpone a much-needed va-
cation, Cancer. You could be tempted 
to go into a funk over it, but don’t. 
It could create the very situation you 
don’t want. If you budget your time 
and work effi  ciently, you’ll probably 
be able to go on your trip as planned 
and have a wonderful time.
LEO: If you’ve been thinking about 

investing, Leo, this isn’t the day to 
start. Not only would there be de-
lays in processing your investment 
but it also probably won’t pay off  
the way you hope. Read about the 
options open to you and then consult 
with someone knowledgeable in a 
few days. Think about it and then if 
you’re so inclined, go ahead. Don’t 
do it now!
VIRGO: Attempts to reach a poten-
tial or current business partner could 
go awry today, Virgo. Phone mes-
sages may not get delivered, emails 
could get lost, and letters remain un-
opened. This person is having a hec-
tic day. Don’t think he or she is upset 
with you. If you really need to reach 
this person now, you might have to 
go over there. Technology isn’t going 
to do it for you today.

LIBRA: Today you might feel a little 
out of sorts, Libra, perhaps because 
of overindulgence from last night. 
You might be tempted to stay home 
in spite of other commitments. This 
actually might be a wise course of 
action, though you may feel better 
by midafternoon. Spend the morning 
relaxing and taking care of yourself. 
See what the rest of the day brings.
SCORPIO: Today you might be ea-
gerly awaiting a phone call that nev-
er seems to come from a current or 
potential romantic partner, Scorpio. 
This could awaken your insecuri-
ty and cause you to think the worst. 
You should be relieved when the call 
fi nally comes, probably in midafter-
noon. Relax, hang in there, and keep 
busy!
SAGITTARIUS: A member of your 

household could be depressed over 
their job, Sagittarius. Something may 
have gone wrong that wasn’t their 
fault. You might be called upon to 
distract this person and get him or her 
going again. You won’t be alone in 
this. More than one visitor could drop 
by to bring good news and informa-
tion, thereby improving the mood. 
You’ll enjoy this, too!
CAPRICORN: Some letters, 
checks, or phone calls you may have 
been expecting for a long time could 
still be delayed, Capricorn. There’s 
no reason to get too frustrated, as the 
delays are beyond your control. The 
best course is to fi nd something else 
to do and let whatever you’re waiting 
for come when it will. It hasn’t been 
lost - it will come!
AQUARIUS: Some news about 

money, perhaps a check in the mail 
you’ve been waiting for still might 
not come. This could be frustrating, 
Aquarius, especially since there isn’t 
much you can do about it. It will 
come, so the best thing to do is dis-
tract yourself and get your mind off  
it. Find a good book and catch up on 
your reading!
PISCES: Delays in accomplishing 
certain goals could have you feel-
ing down today, Pisces. You could 
wonder if you did something wrong. 
Chances are you didn’t. The delays 
probably stem from poor commu-
nication. Letters, emails, and other 
messages might not have been de-
livered in a timely manner. Hang in 
there and continue to believe in your-
self.

SHOP TILL YOU DROP! The Riverdale star, Lili 
Reinhart, is seen enjoying her time shopping 
while attending the new H&M Westfi eld Century 
City opening.

M , A  28 (PTI): 
Filmmaker Vishal Bhardwaj 
today said he is in talks with 
actor Priyanka Chopra for a 
ilm which might go on loors 

sometime next year.
Earlier, the director had 

expressed his desire to work 
with Priyanka on a project. It 
was reported that he would 
do a ilm based on “Twelfth 
Night” with the “Quantico” 
star.

When asked about it, 
Vishal told reporters, “Priyan-
ka also wants to work with 
me. And we are working with 
each other. Hopefully, we will 
start the ilm next year.”

The duo previously col-
laborated on “7 Khoon Maaf” 
which was an adaptation of 
the short story “Susanna’s 
Seven Husbands” by Ruskin 
Bond and “Kaminey”.

The director is currently 
ready with his next project, 
“Pataakha”, a comedy-drama 

about two sisters, Badki and 
Chhutki and, is based on an 
acclaimed short-story by re-
nowned writer Charan Singh 
Pathik.

Vishal, however, was sup-
posed to begin a ilm with 
Irrfan earlier this year before 
the actor had to head to Lon-

don for his treatment. The di-
rector ultimately put the ilm 
on hold.

When asked about it, he 
said, “I don’t know about the 
ilm’s status. I can tell you my 

heart’s status and it is that 
we all are praying for him. 
Obviously I’m missing him 

as a friend but also as an au-
dience. I want to see him on 
screen again, whether it’s my 
ilm or someone else’s.”

Featuring Sanya Malho-
tra, Radhika Madan, Sunil 
Grover and Vijay Raaz “Pata-
akha” releases on September 
28.

L  A , A  29 (PTI): Pete Da-
vidson says he was not sure if Ariana 
Grande will say ‘yes’ to his proposal 
and the comic-actor jokes the singer is 
“blind” in accepting him as her iance.

The “SNL” star said he proposed 
to Grande when they were spending a 
night-in at their Chelsea apartment.

“I didn’t want to do something corny. 
We were in bed hanging, after watching 
a movie. I was like, ‘Will you marry me?’ 
It was really dope,” Davidson told Variety.

“I’m still convinced she’s blind or hit 
her head really hard,” he quipped.

“Something is going to happen, and 
she’s going to be like, ‘What the f*ck is 
this thing doing around?’ For right now, 
it’s rocking,” he added.

Davidson met Grande on the set of 
“SNL” when she hosted in March 2016.

“I was obviously ogling and trying 
not to be creepy,” he said.

But they only started seeing each 
other last May.

“We didn’t know another person 
could feel or treat a person like that,” he 
said.

The couple went public with their 
engagement in June.

M , A  29 (PTI): Shraddha Kapoor 
may or may not be the one scaring people 
in “Stree” but the actor says she herself gets 
scared easily.

Her upcoming ilm, a horror-comedy, is 
based on the urban legend of Nale Ba, about a 
witch who knocks on people’s doors at night.

Without throwing much light about her 
character, Shraddha, 31, said she is having fun 
with the mystery.

“People don’t know whether I am ‘Stree’ 
or not. There has to be a sense of mystery 
around my character, we made sure we main-
tain that.

“In horror ilms it is all about how well 
you built up the scare quotient, it is quite in-
teresting. In real life, I get scared easily but I 

used to like watching Zee horror show. I also 
liked ‘The Exorcism of Emily Rose’ and ‘The 
Ring’,” Shraddha told PTI.

The 31-year-old actor said it was great to 
work with performers like Rajkummar Rao 
and Pankaj Tripathi in the ilm.

“To get the opportunity to work with them 
was a treat. I would actually be nervous but I 
would end up having so much fun with them. 
I have learnt so much just by observing them, 
it is amazing how they work,” Shraddha said.

Shraddha has ventured into the space 
of horror-comedy for the irst time with the 
movie that releases this Friday.

“I was laughing so hard after hearing the 
narration. We are in a good time that only 
content-driven ilms are doing well,” she said.

I get scared easily, says 
Shraddha Kapoor

Hopefully fi lm with Priyanka will start
next year: Vishal Bhardwaj

Pete Davidson wasn’t sure Ariana 
Grande will accept his proposal

M , A  28 
(PTI): Bollywood 
actor Disha Patani 
has rubbished re-
ports claiming that 
Hrithik Roshan 
lirted with her, 

calling the super-
star a “digni ied” 
person.

There were re-
ports that Disha 
walked out of the 
project because 
Hrithik allegedly 
lirted with her, 

something that she termed as “child-
ish and irresponsible gossip”.

“There is some childish and ir-
responsible gossip about Hrithik sir 
and me doing the rounds. I would 
like to say that it’s completely untrue 
and in the minimum interaction that I 
have had with him, he has been one of 
the most digni ied and joyful people.

“It’s my regard for him as a person 

that is making me even respond to 
something this trivial. There is no truth 
in me walking out of any project with 
him,” Disha told PTI in a statement.

The 25-year-old actor said she 
has high regard for Hrithik and he 
features amongst the top names on 
her wish list to work with.

Disha is currently shooting Ali Ab-
bas Zafar’s “Bharat”, which is her next 
release.

It’s a great compliment: 
Radhika on back-to-back 
Net lix projects
N  D , A  28 
(PTI): “Lust Stories”, 
“Sacred Games” and 
now “Ghoul”. Is there 
too much of Radhika 
Apte on Net lix?

Weighing in on 
the question that 
became viral on 
social media, the actor said she took it as a 
compliment.

“I was very happy. I think it is a great com-
pliment because it is such a great platform. 
Who would not like to be a part of the projects 
from Net lix,” Apte told PTI.

“With Net lix, what happens is that they 
stress on the quality because it is a global 
platform. They will give you the freedom to 
choose topics, projects and creative control 
but they are very particular about the quality,” 
she added.

In response to the memes, the streaming 
service reunited with Apte and director Vikra-
maditya Motwane to make a two-minute be-
hind-the-scenes video where they “mock” her 
“omnipresence”.

Hrithik one of the most dignified people
I have met: Disha Patani


