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MESSAGE OF THE CHIEF MINISTER OF SIKKIM
TO AVOID THE CORONAVIRUS EPIDEMIC

Respected people of Sikkim!
The human civilization today stands face to face with the challenge of
the Corona Virus.

I urge the people of Sikkim to strictly comply with the guidelines issued
by the state government as a precautionary measure to stop the spread
of the Corona Virus.

From today, i.e the 25th Of March, 2020,
the state government has declared a
complete lock-down over the entire state
of Sikkim.

This lock-down is not intended to
paralyze the daily functions of the citizens,
but at the moment, is the only measure to
avoid further transmission and spread of
this epidemic plaguing the globe. In view
of the safety of the people, the state
government has decided for a complete
lock-down in Sikkim.

Social distancing , limiting physical
human interactions in large groups and staying indoors  is the only armor
towards surviving the uncertain Corona Virus as of now. Hence, I request
the people of the state to stay indoors and protect themselves.

Any out-of-state vehicle will not be allowed to enter Sikkim  during
the lock-down period which starts from tomorrow. Likewise, no vehicle
from Sikkim will be allowed to cross the state borders.

I appeal to the people of Sikkim to stay indoors and minimize their
and their society’s risk of transmitting the virus. There is nothing greater
than the safety of the people of Sikkim and I request the people to stay
indoors and refrain from meeting others unless absolutely necessary. Let
us follow the concept of Social Distancing for the time being.

I urge the people of Sikkim to follow the basic but effective health
standards of washing our hands frequently and keep ourselves and our
surroundings clean. Let us cover our nose and mouth while coughing and
sneezing and if anybody fears they have the symptoms of the virus, I
request you to be a responsible citizen and kindly visit the nearest health
centre and get yourself checked immediately. Kindly refrain from rumors
and hearsays and contact the concerned officials for any clarifications on
the matter.

The state government stands in ready assistance and solidarity with
the people of Sikkim.

Protect yourselves so you can protect others.
Prem Singh Tamang (Golay)

Chief Minister
Sikkim Government

24 March, 2020.

PHARMA WORKERS PROTEST FOR SAFE WORKING CONDITIONS IN NOVEL CORONAVIRUS TIMES

Zydus shuts down one unit, agrees to
keep the other safe for workers

AARON RAI
Gangtok, 25 Mar:

Workers of two
manufacturing units of

the pharma company Zydus
carried out a protest today
demanding proper safety
measures against COVID-19
and shutdown of one unit
since it does not manufacture
lifesaving drugs.

workers of Zydus
Healthcare unit at Baghey
Khola demanded proper
safety measure alleging

that not enough was being
done in the unit. Following
the protest and meeting
between the SDM, SDPO,
other officials, workers’
representatives and the
management, the
company agreed to the 7-
point demand of the
workers.

W o r k e r s ’
representative, Harka
Bahadur Chhetri informed
that their demands
included provision of more

hand sanitizers in the unit,
constitution of a
committee to oversee that
all measures were in place,
sanitization of buses,
provision two masks to a
worker per day, only 18-19
workers in one bus to
ensure social distancing,
distancing in canteen and
work station, provision of
creche and breast feeding
facilities for women
workers, paid holiday for
workers coming from

West Bengal or outside the
state.

“We are manufacturing
hydroxychloroquine which
is being used to treat COVID-
19 patients so we have to
work,” said Mr Chhetri.

At the Zydus Wellness
unit at Mamring, South
Sikkim, the management
decided to temporarily
shut down the unit as
demanded by the workers
since the unit does not
produce lifesaving drugs.

HR Manager, Manjit
Singh and General
Manager, Hecal Rathore
informed that they have
decided to temporarily shut
the unit down and give paid
leave to the workers.

However, they also said
that the government has
directed pharma
companies to produce hand
sanitizers so if there are
those who are interested to
come to work, they will be
provided proper facilities.

1360 under quarantine
in East Sikkim

Passang Sherpa accuses govt and
parties of hollow concern

North appoints executive
magistrates to enforce lockdown

MHA issues fresh guidelines on lockdown exemption

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 25 Mar:

DC East, Raj Yadav,
today provided

information on quarantine
facilities and the number
of people in quarantine.

He informed that there
are 1114 people under
home quarantine who
have returned to Sikkim

from outside the state but
not from affected areas.

There are 187 under
home quarantine who
have returned from
affected areas and abroad.

 There are 59 people
placed under facility
quarantine, 04 in Rangpo
and 55 at SICUN, Assam
Lingzey.

Mangan, 25 Mar [IPR]:
As the central Government
has called for a 21-day
nationwide lockdown to
contain the Novel
Coronavirus pandemic,
District Collector, North,
convened an emergency
meeting with all Heads of
Offices of the North
District here at 4 P.M.

During the meeting, the
DC called for strict
compliance of all the orders
and circulars issued by the
Government.

Further, he informed
that to ensure complete
lockdown, four BDOs and
one MEO, MNP of the district
have been appointed as an
executive magistrate.

During the meeting DC
spoke in detail about the
various measures that the
State Government has
implemented to combat the
spread of COVID-19 in the
state as well as the district. He
added that HoDs of various
departments must go hand in
hand to combat this virus.

New Delhi, Mar 25 (PTI):
The home ministry on
Wednesday issued fresh
guidelines covering additional
people and services who will
be exempted from the 21-day
lockdown announced by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

In the new guidelines,
the ministry said Reserve
Bank of India and RBI-
regulated financial
markets, pay and accounts
officers and field officers
of the CAG, petroleum
products and supply chain
and forest staff are
exempted from the
purview of the lockdown.

Those people handling
cargo operations in
airports and railway
stations, coal mining
activities, officers and staff
of resident commissioners
based in Delhi and

customs clearance at
ports, airports and land
borders are also exempted.

Forest offices staff and
workers required to
operate and maintain zoo,
nurseries, wildlife, fire
fighting in forests, watering
plantations, patrolling and
their necessary transport
movement, social welfare

department staff for
operations of homes for
children, disabled, senior
citizens, destitute women,
widows, observation homes
and pensions service are
also exempted, the
guidelines said.

The lockdown was
announced by the prime
minister on Tuesday in a

bid to combat the
coronavirus pandemic.

After Modi’s
announcement, the home
ministry on Tuesday night
issued some guidelines for
enforcement of the
nationwide lockdown.The
guidelines listed several
services including
government and private

offices that will be out of
bounds during the period,
while exempting
establishments such as
hospitals, ration shops,
dairies, banks, insurance
offices, and print and
electronic media.

Delivery of all
essential goods including
food, pharmaceuticals,
medical equipment
through e-commerce has
also been exempted from
the purview of the
lockdown.

“All enforcing
authorities to note that
these strict restrictions
fundamentally relate to
movement of people, but
not to that of essential
goods,” the guidelines
issued on Tuesday said.

In Wednesday’s
guidelines, veterinary

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 25 Mar:

Passang Sherpa of “I am
371F Campaign” has

rejected the recently-held
budget session of the State
Legislative Assembly and
the public displays of
concern by political
parties on the Novel
Coronavirus situation as
hollow and superficial.

The budget session, Mr
Sherpa contends
concluded without a
“proper roadmap for the
future of Sikkimese people
at this hour of Global
Epidemic of COVID-19.”

In a press release
issued today, he has
further accused the State
Government of ill-
informed policies and
tokenism in the manner in
which scholarship
students returning to
Sikkim experienced a
harrowing attempt at
being quarantined while
at the same time Minister
and MLAs returning from
Guwahati and New Delhi
at around the same time
were allowed to mingle
freely and socialize.

He goes on to scoff at
moves by SKM and SDF to
distribute face-masks and
sanitizers on “competitive
mode” and drawing
crowds at a time when
WHO was advising social
distancing.

“The concerned shown
by state government
towards COVID-19
outbreak is as hollow as the
proceeding of curtailed
State Assembly session,” he
states while adding that
attention should instead
have been paid on securing
personal protective
equipment for health-
workers, police personnel,
municipality workers,
employees at
pharmaceutical companies,
media-persons and others
engaged in essential tasks
and were exposed to risk
of infection. 

The lack of a testing
facility for COVID-19 in
Sikkim was also
unfortunate, he states
while adding that “not a
single discussion took
place about PPE
and dedicated testing lab
for Sikkim in recently

concluded budget
session.” 

Against such a
backdrop, even as
“political parties are more
on earning credits than
getting down to reality of
global pandemic,” IAM 371F
Campaign has been writing
to the Union Health Ministry
demanding a dedicated
testing lab and proper
Personnel Protective
Equipment for every
individuals working towards
containing this Global
Epidemic, he informs. 

“We would like to draw
attention of state
government towards the
recent discovery of
COVID-19 test kit by a
Pune based molecular
diagnostics Company
Mylab Discovery Solutions
Pvt. LTD. Who got approval
from the Central Drugs
Standard Control
Organisation. Therefore,
through this Press Release
we urge state government
of Sikkim to immediately
ensure maximum testing
kit and adequate personal
protective equipments at
earliest,” he concludes.
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Miking to inform
people about 21-

day lockdown
Namchi, 25 Mar [IPR]: As
the Central Government has
called for a 21-day
nationwide lockdown to
contain the
Novel Coronavirus in
connection with this South
District Police Department
has commenced on miking
service covering major parts
of the south district.

This service entails
information about the
lockdown, do’s and don’ts
for the public during the
21 day long period. The
announcement is being
done in native language
which started from today
onwards and will
continue till the lockdown
term.

DC/North, informed that in order to ease the
communication district has created a “COVID-19/
NORTH DISTRICT” WhatsApp group and the other hand
he directed to all frontline workers to work in
accordance with the instructions and guidelines that has
been send through WhatsApp.

Talking on complete ban of vehicular movement DC
said issuance of vehicle permit shall be granted on
emergency or on any exigency of essential official
services. The competent authority for the issuance of
emergency vehicle shall fill up all necessary details such
as purpose of journey, Time of Journey etc.

All HoDs will ensure that the minimum involvement
of their staff for any official work and other staff should
stay at home but they cannot leave the station and should
be available on mobile phone.

DC/North said that the Sub-Divisional level
Surveillance Team has a big role to play and asked all
SDMs to submit the daily status report of COVID-19 to
the office of the District Collector.

North appoints ...

hospitals, pharmacies (including Jan Aushadhi
Kendra) and pharmaceutical research laboratories, IT
vendor for banking operations, banking correspondent
and ATM operations and cash management agencies
were exempted.

Shops for seeds and pesticides data and call centre
for government, manufacturing units of essential goods,
including drugs, pharmaceutical, medical devices, their
raw material and intermediates, coal and mineral
production, transportation, supply of explosives and
activities incidental to mining operations were
exempted from the 21-day lockdown.

Manufacturing units of packaging material for food
items, drugs, pharmaceutical and medical devices, inter-
state movement of goods/cargo for inland and exports,
cross land border movement of essential goods including
petroleum products and LPG, food products, medical
supplies were also exempted.

The guidelines on Tuesday said all educational,
training, research, coaching institutions etc., shall
remain closed, places of worship shall remain closed. No
religious congregations will be permitted, without any
exception.

“All social/ political/ sports/ entertainment/
academic/ cultural/ religious functions gatherings shall
be barred,” they said.

MHA issues ...

Social distancing — Kerala
way: Shashi Tharoor

Thiruvananthapuram,
Mar 24 (PTI): With social
distancing being the
mantra to keep
coronavirus at bay,  a
provision store in Kerala
has devised an
innovative way to keep
customers literally at an

arm’s length, while serving
them.

Kerala has reported
105 positive coronavirus
cases till date in the state.

In an image, which has
gone viral on social media,
a shopkeeper is seen
providing provisions to a

woman though a pvc pipe
strapped to his table.

The photograph has
also been tweeted by
Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor with the caption
“How to maintain physical
distance between
shopkeeper and customer

while buying essential
supplies. The Kerala way”.

As part of the social
distancing measure, tipplers
in the state too were seen
standing in queues at least
one metre apart in front of
the state-run retail outlets to
purchase liquor.

UP bans pan masala in
fight against coronavirus

Lucknow, Mar 25 (PTI):
The Uttar Pradesh
government on
Wednesday banned
manufacture and sale of
pan masala, saying the
move will help stop the
spread of coronavirus.

The ban imposed on
the first day of the
nationwide lockdown is for
an indefinite period.

“Manufacturing, sale
and storage of pan masala
is being banned in the

state till further orders,”
Food Security
Commissioner Ministhy S
said in an order issued
here.

Spitting pan masala
can help in spreading
Covid-19,” the order said.

The state had banned
“gutkha” in April 1, 2013,
she said.

Those violating the
orders will be dealt strictly
according to the law, the
order said.

Web-based radio station set
up for locked down people

Kolkata, Mar 25 (PTI): A
group of young men and
women have set up a web-
based radio station in
Kolkata broadcasting
h o m e - m a d e
e n t e r t a i n m e n t
programmes and
information on the novel
coronavirus outbreak for
people locked down in
their homes.

In order to interact
with others at the time of
social distancing, listeners
are sharing their
experiences during this
period of home
‘incarceration’ in the
‘Radio Quarantine
Kolkata’ which also offers
sessions of reading short
stories, reciting poems,
singing songs or playing
instruments.

“We thought this will
help people interact and
share their feelings in this
hour of crisis. It will act as
a binding factor among
people stuck in their
homes,” said Kasturi Basu,
one of the key persons
behind the initiative.

She said the radio
programmes also consist
of interviews, discussion
on current affairs and
quiz.

“We will be airing
programmes on
coronavirus, diaries of
isolation and surviving the
pandemic spring,” said
Basu who is an
independent filmmaker.

As children are also
forced to spend time
indoors, there is a one-
hour slot for them, in
which their audio clips of
music, short story reading
and poem recitals can be
aired.

The radio streaming
can be accessed on https:/
/ z e n o . f m / r a d i o -
quarantine-kolkata/.

The web radio station
has asked listeners of all
ages to mail their recorded
performances of 15 or 30-
minute duration which
can be broadcast if they
meet the criteria. The
email id has been given at
the Facebook page of the
radio station.

‘What’s another year?’
British stars relieved at

Olympic delay Pak suspends
domestic flights
as coronavirus
cases rise to
990
BY SAJJAD HUSSAIN
Islamabad, Mar 25 (PTI):
Pakistan has suspended all
domestic flight operations
until April 2 to curb the
spread of the novel
coronavirus after the
country reported nearly
1,000 cases from the
COVID-19 infection,
authorities said on
Wednesday.

The nationwide tally of
the COVID-19 patients has
soared to 990 with 410
cases in Sindh; 110 in
Balochistan; 296 in
Punjab; 78 in K-P; 80 in
Gilgit-Baltistan; 15 in
Islamabad; and one in
P a k i s t a n - o c c u p i e d
Kashmir, The Express
Tribune reported.

The National Disaster
Management Authority
has said that so far 7
people have died due to
the novel coronavirus and
18 recovered. In the wake
of the coronavirus
outbreak, the country has
halted its domestic flights
operations.

According to a
statement shared on the
Pakistan Civil Aviation
Authority’s website, the
government has “decided to
suspend all types of domestic
scheduled/non-scheduled,
chartered and private
aircraft passenger flight
operations with effect from
Thursday, March 26, at
6:00am up to April 02, 2020.”
Meanwhile, there is complete
lockdown in the country and
people have been told to
remain inside of their homes.
They are only allowed to go
out in case of emergency.

The government has
pledged to increase testing
capability and other
facilities in hospitals as
new medical supplies are
expected to start pouring
in from China by Friday,
according to NDMA chief
Lt-Gen Muhammad Afzal.

According to the Johns
Hopkins coronavirus
tracker, there are 417,966
confirmed cases across
the world, 18,615 deaths
and 107,705 recoveries.

Virus briefings are the new
campaign rallies for Trump

Washington, Mar 25 (AP):
President Donald Trump
has a new daily ritual now
that the pandemic has put
the kibosh on the
signature campaign rallies
that helped him get
elected four years ago: the
coronavirus briefing.

Standing on the once-
abandoned White House
briefing room stage
flanked by public health
experts, Trump holds
court with reporters and
directly addresses the
American people,
providing updates on his
administration’s efforts to
combat the pandemic and
trying to demonstrate that
he’s in charge.

The updates are far
more staid than his
raucous rallies and lack
the adoring crowds and
Lock her up! chants of the
political gatherings. But
they include many of the
same features as his now-
on-ice mass rallies: plenty
of self-congratulation and
airing of grievances, press
bashing, tirades against
his critics, and an ample
dose of misleading
information.

That, combined with
measured updates from
public health officials, has
created a sometimes
confusing split screen for
Americans watching at
home, many under stay-at-
home restrictions and
anxiously tuning in to
cable news for updates.

I don’t want to stand
here for two hours and do
this,” Trump told reporters
during Monday’s
marathon briefing, which
stretched to nearly two
hours.

But I think it’s
important. ... Give us any
question about it because
I think it’s important for
the public to know.

For the first few days
of the crisis, the briefings
were led by Vice President
Mike Pence, who offered
buttoned-up updates in a
calming, paternal tone.
But Trump, who never
likes to cede the spotlight,
quickly decided to make
himself the star of the daily
show.

Now, every day of the
week, including Tuesday,
when he sat down for a
separate Fox News town
hall in the Rose Garden,
Trump emerges from
behind closed doors and
reads a summary of his
administration’s latest
efforts.

Then he invites other
administration officials to
make remarks from the
often-crowded stage
where social distancing
recommendations are
flouted.

Then he opens things
up for questions, and the
discussion can go in many
directions.

Trump’s disposition
varies. On some days, he
has struck an urgent tone,
calling on Americans to
come together to defeat a
common enemy.

On others, he has
angrily defended his
administration’s handling
of the pandemic and
lashed out at reporters,
including those who have
pressed him on the
economic impact of mass
closures, testing shortfalls
and the struggles of
doctors and nurses to find
basic supplies.

I think it’s a very bad
signal that you’re putting
out to the American
people, he told one
reporter who had asked
what message he had for
frightened Americans.

Some around Trump
have suggested that less is
more that he only attend
the briefings when there
is big news to announce.

“You want to keep the
air of importance any time
he steps into the room, said
former Trump
communications aide Jason
Miller. But Trump has told
people that he knows the
nation is watching and that
he doesn’t want to give up
the stage to deputies, who
in some cases have refuted
his commentary in real
time on stage.

I’ll see you all
tomorrow,” he assured as
he left the stage Tuesday.

Indeed, the briefings
have been racking up
ratings.

During five of last
week’s briefings, more
than twice as many people
tuned in to the networks
than had during
corresponding times a
year ago, according to the
Nielsen viewer tracking
company.

And Friday’s lunchtime
briefing reached 8.28
million viewers on Fox
News Channel, CNN and
MSNBC alone up from 2.82
million viewers during the
same slot last year.

It’s a dramatic
resurgence for a format
that had become must-see
TV during the early
months of Trump’s
administration. But he
effectively killed the White
House press briefing in
March 2019 and it has
now been more than a
year since the last briefing
by a White House press
secretary.

The Trump briefings,
which often include
information that is later
clarified or corrected,
stand in sharp contrast to
those of New York Gov.
Andrew Cuomo, which
have been widely praised.
While the Democrat has
generally tried to provide
an even-keeled, fact-based
approach aided by endless
PowerPoint slides, he was
far more urgent Tuesday
as he pleaded with the
federal government to do
more to help the state as it
struggles to cope with a
flood of more than 25,000
confirmed coronavirus
cases.

“What am I going to do
with 400 ventilators?!”
Cuomo bellowed in
response to the Federal
E m e r g e n c y
Management Agency ’s
latest offer. You pick the
26,000 people who are
going to die because you
on ly  se nt  400
ventilators!

He also pushed back on
Trump’s stated wish to
reopen the country for
business in the coming
weeks to stanch a bleeding
economy. What is this?
Some modern Darwinian
theory of natural
selection? he asked.

London, Mar 25 (AFP):
British Olympic gold
medal hopefuls Katerina
Johnson-Thompson, Adam
Peaty and Dina Asher-
Smith expressed their
relief after Tokyo 2020
was delayed until next
year on Tuesday due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

All three world
champions had expressed
their frustration at the
delay of a decision on the
Games, while countries
across the globe imposed
stringent restrictions on
movement and travel to
control the spread of the
virus.

“A lot of athletes can
breathe,” Olympic 100m
breast stroke champion
Peaty told BBC Sport. “We
felt under pressure to train
and compete.

“The decision from the
IOC (International
Olympic Committee) lifts
that release that we don’t
have to be in shape over
summer and we don’t have
to put unnecessary risk on
others.”

Johnson-Thompson is
hoping to add to her world
championship gold in the
heptathlon last year with
Olympic gold after missing
out on the podium at Rio
2016.

“Waited 8 years for
this, what’s another 1 in
the grand scheme of
things?” Johnson-
Thompson posted on
Twitter.

“As an athlete, it’s
heartbreaking news about
the olympics being
postponed until 2021, but
it’s for all the right reasons
and the safety of everyone!
Hope everyone keeps safe
and stay indoors.”

Asher-Smith, Britain’s
world 200m champion,
posted on Instagram:
“#Tokyo2021, Same fire,
new dates. Stay at home
and stay safe everyone.”
Double Olympic triathlon
champion Alistair
Brownlee also welcomed
the certainty of knowing
the outcome after the IOC

said as recently as Sunday
a decision could take up to
four weeks.

“Evidently a very tough
decision for the IOC and
other stakeholders to
make but in my opinion
the right one,” said
Brownlee.

“Both, for the message
it sends to people around
the world battling with
the virus and to give clarity
to athletes attempting to
prepare.”

Retired British track
cyclist Callum Skinner,
who fronts competitor-led
movement Global Athlete,
said the right decision had
been made.

“Tokyo 2021 presents
an amazing opportunity to
host a full Games
celebrating the world
(hopefully) entering the
“post-pandemic” phase,”
he tweeted.

Skinner, who won gold
and silver medals at the
2016 Olympics and is a
member of the British
Olympic Association’s
(BOA) athletes’
commission questioned
the IOC’s approach.

“Questions have to be
asked of Thomas Bach’s
“full steam ahead” policy.
This saga has endangered
athletes, public health and
damaged the Olympic
movement. What’s more
he wanted this limbo to
continue for 4 weeks”
British Rowing welcomed
the “certainty” over the
Games.

“We are now able to
start planning how we
best support our athletes,
coaches and all our
programme staff
throughout this time, both
within British Rowing and
as a wider group of
Olympic and Paralympic
sports in the UK,” the
organisation tweeted.

British Paralympic
discus thrower Dan
Greaves tweeted:
“Absolutely the right
decision to postpone both
the Olympics &
@Paralympics by a year.
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KUTSE SHEGU
(WITH   A   DIFFERENCE)

The 49th Day death ceremony (Kutse Shegu) of our beloved mother, Pasang
Lhamu Ethenpa (Pasang Guruma of PN Girls School, Gangtok) who left for her
heavenly abode on 13 Feb, 2020 falls on Wednesday the 01 Apr, 2020. Owing to
Coronavirus, COVID-19 pandemic vis-à-vis appeal of Chief Minister, PS Goley
for social distancing followed by precautionary advisory notifications issued
by Govt. of Sikkim and DC (East), Gangtok,
the puja at Ethenpa Villa, Lower Tadong,
Gangtok will be solemnised ONLY with the
religious rituals.

Being responsible citizens of the society
and with heavy heart, we felt, it would be
wiser to prevent the gathering of all our
friends & well wishers taking into
consideration everyone’s health & safety.
Instead, we humbly request all our friends
and well wishers who had planned to visit
us on that day to kindly pray for the departed
soul from the sanctity of their respective
home/office.  Instead, we would like to invite all our well wishers to visit us in
the First Death Anniversary (LOMCHEY ) of our beloved “MUMMY” sometime
early next year, details of which will be publicised widely.  At a moment of this
global crisis of Corona Virus endangering human life, we appeal you all to
kindly help us to help you.

We fully know that this action of ours will be disapproved by some section
of our respected people but being a social animal, we equally feel, we do have
some social responsibility towards our Sikkimese society at large. Ethenpa
family will be forever grateful for your understanding.

Mr. Menla T. Ethenpa &  Dr. Sonam T. Ethenpa (Sons)
Mrs. Tshering Pem Ethenpa & Mrs. Chunki Ethenpa (Daughters-in-law)

Mrs. Diki Y. Ethenpa, Ms. Chopel S. Ethenpa & Mrs. Sangay P. Ethenpa
(Daughters)

Mr. Karma Chankapa & Mr. Pemba Lama (Sons-in-law) &
hosts of grand children and great grand children

R.O No. 406/IRP/PUB/Classi/1920
DAted: 24.03.20

AP govt to distribute ration, cash
relief at doorsteps

‘Social distancing’ at Union Cabinet meeting
New Delhi, Mar 25 (PTI): The large oval table was gone and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and his ministerial colleagues sat in chairs
kept at a distance from each other as they practised “social
distancing” to combat coronavirus during a Cabinet meeting here
on Wednesday.

Pictures showed that the ministers were facing the prime
minister and small side tables were provided next to their chairs to
allow them to keep their documents.

Usually, the Cabinet members sit around an oval table during
meeting.

The Cabinet meeting was held at the prime minister’s official
residence at 7, Lok Kalyan Marg here.

The prime minister has been pitching for “social distancing” to
check the spread of coronavirus.

He has announced a 21-day nationwide lockdown to combat the
deadly virus.

Delhi HC directs MEA to ensure safety of
300 Indian students stranded in Kazakhstan

Govt bans export of anti-malarial drug hydroxycloroquine

Govt monitoring availability
of essential commodities in

market: Paswan

Maha Govt warns of action under
IPC for violating quarantine

New Delhi, Mar 25 (PTI):
Union Food Minister Ram
Vilas Paswan on
Wednesday said the
government is monitoring
the availability of essential
commodities in the
market amid nationwide
lockdown for next 21 days
to check the spread of
coronavirus outbreak.

Paswan warned
manufacturers and traders
against profiteering
during this period.

The Centre is also in
touch with the state
governments to ensure
that there is no shortage of
essential commodities, he
said. “In view of situation
emerging from the threat of
#Covid19India, the
government is keeping an
eye on availability of all
essential commodities in the
market,” Paswan tweeted.

“I appeal to all
manufacturers and traders
to avoid from profiteering
in this situation,” Paswan
said in his tweet.

Meanwhile, the Centre
on March 23, had allowed
states and Union
Territories to lift
foodgrains for three
months in advance from
Food Corporation of India
(FCI) for distribution
through ration shops in
the wake of the
coronavirus pandemic.

There are about 75
crore beneficiaries under
the Public Distribution
System (PDS).

As of now, the
government has surplus
foodgrains of 435 lakh
tonnes, out of which
272.19 lakh tonnes are
rice and 162.79 lakh
tonnes are wheat, as per
the government data.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
announced a complete
lockdown across the
country for 21 days from
Tuesday midnight,
asserting that social
distancing is the only way
out for the country to fight
a decisive battle against
coronavirus outbreak.

The Centre and state
governments have taken
measures to ensure that the
supply of all essential items
continue smoothly, he said,
seeking to allay apprehensions
among people about availability
of food and other essential
provisions. According to Health
Ministry data, the number of
coronavirus cases has risen to
562.

On March 21, the
Centre had released Rs
2,570-cr pending grants
for local bodies of six states,
to ensure that the basic
services provided by local
bodies are not affected
amid coronavirus scare.

New Delhi, Mar 25 (PTI):
The Delhi High Court
Wednesday directed the
Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) to ensure
welfare and safety of
around 300 Indian
students stranded at
Almaty Airport in
Kazakhstan for the past 2-
3 days without food and
medical aid due to
coronavirus pandemic.

A bench of justices
Siddharth Mridul and
Talwant Singh, which
conducted the hearing
through video
conferencing, asked the
authorities to
expeditiously provide the
students basic amenities
and assistance with
regard to food, medical
care, lodging and
transportation.

The hearing was
conducted through video
conferencing. The two
judges joined from their
homes while advocate
Fozia Rahman, who
appeared for the
petitioner, and central
government standing

counsel Jasmeet Singh,
who represented the MEA,
were at their offices.

Rahman informed the
court that 300 Indian
students, who are enrolled
for higher studies,
including MBBS, at Semey
Medical University in
Kazakhstan are stranded
at the Almaty Airport
without food, water,
transportation and
medical aid.

The petition was filed
by Sehla Saira, mother of
one of the stranded
students.

The court issued
notice to the Centre
through MEA and granted
time to file response to the
petition.

“Let this bench be
apprised of the brief
response/reply on March
28,” the court said in its
three-page order,” it said.

“In the meantime...in
view of the unsettled and
difficult situation —
emerging from the global
COVID-19 pandemic — in
which Indian students find
themselves stranded at the

Almaty Airport,
Kazakhstan, we find it
incumbent upon us to
direct the Ministry of
External Affairs,
government of India, to
promptly appoint a nodal
officer from the Indian
Embassy in Kazakhstan to
ensure, inter alia, the
welfare, well-being and
safety of all such Indian
students,” the bench said.

It also directed the
nodal officer to
expeditiously facilitate,
secure and provide these
students will all basic
amenities and
humanitarian assistance.

The court said the
details of the nodal officer,
including his name and
telephone number, be
communicated to the
Indian students stranded at
the Almaty Airport and be
also uploaded on website
of Indian Embassy at
Kazakhstan and on the
website of MEA
immediately.

The court listed the
matter for further hearing
on March 28.

New Delhi, Mar 25 (PTI):
Amid coronavirus
outbreak, the government
on Wednesday banned
export of anti-malarial
drug hydroxycloroquine
with immediate effect to
ensure sufficient
availability of the
medicine in the domestic
market. Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)
Director General Balram
Bhargava had on Monday
recommended the use of
hydroxychloroquine for
treating healthcare
workers handling
suspected or confirmed
coronavirus cases and also
the asymptomatic
household contacts of the
lab-confirmed cases.

The treatment
protocol recommended by
the ICMR-constituted
National Task Force for
COVID-19 has been
approved by the Drug
Controller General of India
(DGCI) for restricted use
in emergency situations.

In a notification issued
on Wednesday, the

Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT), an
arm of the commerce
ministry which deals with
export and import-related
matters, said, “The export
of hydroxycloroquine and
formulations made from
hydroxycloroquine is
prohibited with
immediate effect”.

It, however, said the
government will allow
export of the medicine on
humanitarian grounds on
case-to-case basis on the
Ministry of External
Affairs’ recommendation.

Export will also be
permitted from the
special economic zones/
export oriented units and
in cases where the
outbound shipment is
made to fulfil export
obligation under any
advance authorisation
license issued on or before
the date of this
notification, which is
March 25, 2020.

“Export will be
allowed in case of
shipments where

irrevocable letter of credit
has been issued before the
date of this notification or
in case where full advance
payment has been
received by the exporter
in India against specific
shipment, subject to
submission of
documentary evidence,”
DGFT added.

According to some
reports, demand for
hydroxychloroquine and
chloroquine, a related
compound, have jumped
after US President Donald
Trump said that these salts
were effective in treating
COVID-19. People are panic
buying this medicine.

Over the last few
weeks, India has banned
exports of host of medical
devices, including
sanitisers, all types of
ventilators and surgical
masks. The government
on Tuesday banned export
of all sanitisers and
ventilators with
immediate effect in wake
of the coronavirus
outbreak.

Machilipatnam (AP),
Mar 25 (PTI): People in
Andhra Pradesh will get
free ration at their door
steps on March 29 in view
of the nationwide lockdown
to check the spread of
coronavirus, state Civil
Supplies Minister Kodali
Srivenkateswara Rao said
on Wednesday.

The ration card holders
need not visit the public
distribution system (PDS)
shops for biometric
verification as the process

has been suspended in
view of the current
situation, he told reporters
here.

April’s quota of rice as
well as 1 kg of thoor dal
would be distributed to
ration card holders
through village volunteers,
he said.

Chief Minister Y S
Jagan Mohan Reddy had
on March 22 said free
ration, including dal,
would be supplied to the
poor while a monetary

assistance of Rs 1,000
per family also would be
handed out in view of
the lockdown.

The cash assistance
will be distributed to all
ration card holders on
April  4 through the
village volunteers, Rao
said  appeal ing to the
public to cooperate with
the government in
containing the spread of
COVID-19, which has so
far affected eight people
in the state.

Mumbai, Mar 25 (PTI):
Action shall be taken
under section 188 of the
Indian Penal Code
(disobeying public
servant’s lawful order) if
mandatory quarantine is
violated, a directive issued
by the Maharashtra
government said on
Wednesday.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Tuesday night announced
a 21-day lockdown for
containing the
coronavirus outbreak.

Restrictions were already
in place in Maharashtra.

During the lockdown
period, people should step
out only for “permitted
activities while strictly
observing social
distancing norms”, the
order said. Steps will be
taken to ensure that there
is no disruption of supply
of essential commodities,
it said.

All those who have
been directed by
healthcare personnel to
remain under strict home

or hospital quarantine
“shall comply with the
directivesfailing which
they will be liable to face
legal action under section
188 of IPC”, the order said.

Violation of section
188 attracts jail term of
one month or fine up to Rs
200, or both.

If the “disobedience
causes danger to human
life, health or safety”, the
person can be punished
with six months’ jail term
and a fine of Rs 1,000 or
both under the section.
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Locked Down!
What next?

So, Sikkim has joined the rest of the nation and
become one with the “sampoorna lockdown”

imposed by the prime minister on Tuesday night. The
word “imposed” is not used lightly here because that is
what it essentially is – it is ordered, but not convincingly
explained. But it also comes as no surprise because even
what was supposed to be a “janta curfew” was put into
effect by the sarkar which also unraveled the whole
experiment with its “thali and taali” juvenility. That said,
given the disinterest with which the health sector has
been attended to in our country, this was probably the
only semblance of a defence that we could have mounted
in the face of Novel Coronavirus and its voracious
appetite. That said, it is important to bear in mind that
by itself, the lockdown can deliver only limited success.
And no, there is no evidence supporting the claim that
the country will be nCov-free when it emerges from the
lockdown no matter how watertight the enforcement.

That being the case, it is important the authorities
not get all tied up in delivering the tightest lockdown
So, Sikkim has joined the rest of the nation and become
one with the “sampoorna lockdown” imposed by the
prime minister on Tuesday night. The word “imposed”
is not used lightly here because that is what it essentially
is – it is ordered, but not convincingly explained. But it
also comes as no surprise because even what was
supposed to be a “janta curfew” was put into effect by
the sarkar which also unraveled the whole experiment
with its “thali and taali” juvenility. That said, given the
disinterest with which the health sector has been
attended to in our country, this was probably the only
semblance of a defence that we could have mounted in
the face of Novel Coronavirus and its voracious appetite.
That said, it is important to bear in mind that by itself,
the lockdown can deliver only limited success. And no,
there is no evidence supporting the claim that the
country will be nCov-free when it emerges from the
lockdown no matter how watertight the enforcement.

That being the case, it is important the authorities
not get all tied up in delivering the tightest lockdown
possible and instead focus more on doing the other
things which will actually address the real problem –
Novel Coronavirus. To suggest that the 21-day lockdown
will rid the country of the virus rests on the ill-informed
premise that, if enforced properly, infections stopped
on the midnight of 24 March. That is not true, because
not all nCov-positive people have been detected and
hence they will continue to pass on the virus at least to
family even through the lockdown. The lockdown gives
the nation a pause, something which even the ban on
inter-state travel had achieved and the shutting down of
non-essential service had also provided. What is required
now is more expansive and properly planned testing.
Here, the military exercise of sanitizing areas of enemy
combatants could come in handy. Testing, apart from
being made accessible to those at risk, should be mounted
on clearly demarcated areas, so areas can be declared
nCov-free sector-wise and them allowed to function and
live their lives as normal once the zones have been
sanitized. These sectors should then be expanded and
stricter quarantine-protocols followed. This way,
infections can also be caught before COVID-19 manifests
and stall further infections. This can, however, be
achieved only if the authorities learn to prioritise things
and not obsess over enforcing the lockdown.

Let’s accept it, a watertight lockdown is not possible.
The fact that almost all vehicles are off the roads, offices
closed, travel impossible and social gatherings
disallowed is enough for now. Forcing everyone indoors
through the duration of the lockdown till 15 April is a
practical impossibility so should not be enforced beyond
the occasional reminder and the occasional strict action
when public conduct become dangerously, well, social.
Instead, what should be paid more attention to are
services which will help in keeping people home –
ensuring that there is no shortage, no panic, reliable net-
connectivity and no threat public admonishment if they
step out to stretch their legs – should suffice. Once freed
of the responsibility to enforce the lockdown [which in
Sikkim’s case is being reasonably well adhered to], the
police, for instance, can focus on patrolling to keep the
locked shops safe from the very real threat of thefts and
policing against antisocial and criminal individuals who
must be getting antsy and excited about the prospects
opened for them by the current situation. Real executive
muscle can then flex on planning and preparing,
investments which will be more rewarding in the long
run than the thankless task of inspection tours for
routine matters which effective community engagement
at the local level could as easily achieve.

It is important that those at the helm of affairs also
took a pause and got their priorities in order.

PS: One also hopes that the State has prepared a list
of private and/or currently unemployed doctors and
nurses or anyone with any level of paramedical training
so that they can be called in should more hands be
required to attend to the unwell. In fact, this human
resource should already have been reached out to and
kept on standby.

Coronavirus: what makes some people act
selfishly while others are more responsible?

A brief history of the coronavirus family – including
one pandemic we might have missed

BURTRAM FIELDING
theconversation.com

Scientists have known of the human
coronavirus since the 1960s. But only rarely

has it garnered wider recognition over the past
half a century.

One example was in 2003, when the severe
acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus (SARS-
CoV) caused an outbreak of the disease severe
acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) in mainland
China and Hong Kong. Another was in 2012,
when the Middle East respiratory syndrome
coronavirus (MERS-CoV) led to an outbreak of
Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS) in
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and the
Republic of Korea, among other countries.

In both cases, the coronaviruses were new to
science. Happily, both outbreaks were contained
thanks to a combination of human intervention
and still unknown natural circumstances.

In 2020 coronaviruses became a household
name all over the world. Most people by now
have heard of severe acute respiratory
syndrome coronavirus-2 (SARS-CoV-2), or
COVID-19. But some may not be aware that
SARS-CoV-2 belongs to a family of viruses. And
the family is, we fear, expanding.

Scientists know a great deal about human
coronaviruses. But we don’t know it all. And
there is a chance that scientists failed to identify
a coronavirus pandemic in the 19th century. This
brief introduction looks at the growing dynasty,
as well as the one that we may have missed
which could have a lot to teach scientists about
COVID-19 and the human immune response.

FAMILY RELATIONS
The International Committee for the

Taxonomy of Viruses has approved the naming
of more than 40 coronaviruses. The vast
majority of these infect animals. The COVID-19
outbreak has brought the number of identified
coronaviruses that infect humans to seven. Four
of these are community acquired and have
circulated through the human population
continually for a very long time.

The other three – SARS-CoV, MERS-CoV and
SARS-CoV-2 – appear to have jumped to the
human population more recently. Worryingly,
these three result in a high mortality rate.

All coronaviruses are zoonotic. They start off
in animals and can then, following mutation,

recombination and adaptation, be passed on to humans.
Many animal coronaviruses cause long-term or

persistent enzootic infections: they infect animals in a
particular locale or during a particular season. At the
same time, these animal coronaviruses have co-evolved
and adapted with their reservoir host over a very long
time. For this reason, the zoonotic coronaviruses don’t
typically cause symptoms in their reservoir host. Even if
they do, symptoms are very mild.

The worry, though, is that these extended periods of
animal coronavirus infection – together with a high
recombination rate with other viruses as well as a high
mutation rate – increase the probability of a coronavirus
mutant developing the ability to jump to another host.

There is speculation that when an animal coronavirus
enters this new host, the severity of the disease is
significantly increased at the start of a new round of
adaptation between the coronavirus and the new host. It
is speculated – but not yet proven – that only after a very
long period of adaptation and co-evolution could the new
host adapt enough to the virus to be able to fight it off
more effectively. This would result in milder symptoms.

The seven human coronaviruses have been reported
to have domestic and wild mammals as intermediate and
amplifying hosts. This means that they transitioned into
humans via a few other animals after originating
probably in bats and rodents.

The four community-acquired human coronaviruses
– meaning that they are acquired or arise in the general
population – typically cause mild cold-like symptoms in
humans. Two of them, hCoV-OC43 and hCoV-229E, have
been responsible for between 10% and 30% of all
common colds since about the 1960s.

Even though these coronaviruses cause infections
throughout the year, spikes in infections occur during the
winter and early spring months. As with other respiratory
viruses, such as the influenza virus, the reasons for this
are not entirely clear. This group of human coronaviruses
typically infects all age groups; multiple reinfections are
common throughout the lifespan of humans.

ONE WE MIGHT HAVE MISSED
Molecular dating is used in the biological sciences to

estimate the age of evolutionary events. It has frequently
been used to investigate the origin of viral epidemics.

In 2005, a research group from Belgium postulated
that the ancestor of hCoV-OC43 – one of the current
human coronaviruses responsible for a common cold –
jumped from cattle to humans, leading to what they
described as “a pandemic of respiratory disease recorded
around 1890 in human history.”

The researchers argue that in the second half of the
19th century a highly infectious respiratory disease with a

high mortality rate, now known as contagious bovine
pleuropneumonia, affected cattle herds around the
world. Even though most industrialised countries
mounted massive culling operations in the period
between 1870 and 1890 and were able to eradicate
the disease by the beginning of the 20th century, it is
plausible that the culling personnel, animal handlers and
farmers could have been exposed to coronavirus-
infected bovine respiratory secretions.

Around the same time as this coronavirus jump
from cow to human could have taken place, a human
epidemic attributed to influenza was spreading around
the world. This 1889-1890 pandemic was characterised
by a general feeling of illness and discomfort, fever, and
pronounced central nervous system symptoms.
Strangely, the observed central nervous system
symptoms were more pronounced during this
epidemic than in other influenza outbreaks.

More than one million fatalities were linked
to this pandemic. A significant increase in case
fatality with increasing age was reported; this
means that,  as early findings on COVID-19
would suggest, the elderly were harder hit. Even
though modern-day science investigation has
linked this epidemic to an H2N2 influenza virus,
absolute evidence linking this flu virus to the
epidemic was never obtained. This is primarily due
to the lack of preserved tissue samples from that
period.

So if the influenza virus was not the virus
responsible for the 1889-1890 pandemic, could
there be another culprit? Since the most recent
ancestor of the bovine coronavirus and hCoV-O43
was also traced to about 1890, and hCoV-OC43 is
now known to have potential to invade and attack
the nervous system, could the 1889-1890 pandemic
have been the result of the jump of cow
coronaviruses to humans?

If the answer is “yes”, the next question is this:
could the adaptation and co-evolution in the 130
years since the pandemic explain why CoV-OC43
currently causes only mild cold-like symptoms in
humans? How is it that the selfsame virus that killed
one million people in the 1890s now causes no more
than a few uncomfortable sniffles?

This could possibly be a key case study in herd
immunity.

[the writer is Director: Research Development
and Principal Investigator: Molecular Biology and

Virology Research Laboratory Department of
Medical BioSciences, University of the Western

Cape]

DOMEN BAJDE
theconversation.com

Many were horrified to see
huge numbers of people

ignoring government advice in
the UK recently, enjoying a
weekend in the sunshine
swarming markets, city parks,
national parks and beaches.

The advance of COVID-19
has triggered a broad-scale
mission of “responsibilisation”.
This means that political
leaders, health experts and
even celebrities, neighbours
and loved ones have called
upon us all to act responsibly
in order to slow the spread of
the virus, and to minimise the
damaging effects of the
pandemic. And while many
people did follow advice and
stay at home, those who did
not were enough to cause
alarm, and now prime minister
Boris Johnson has put Britain
in lockdown.

The reckless and selfish
behaviour witnessed around
the world from Florida to Hong
Kong has drawn much ire. Why
do some people dodge their
responsibility in these difficult
times? And should we rely on
individuals making responsible
choices to begin with?

I am a researcher of
consumer responsibilisation,
which means I study how
consumers come to accept – or
reject – personal
responsibility for the
consequences of their actions.
For example, my work looks at
how culturally prevalent views
on, and emotional reactions to,
social problems affect
consumer responsibilisation –
as well as how consumers can
be motivated to accept
responsibility. This work has

inspired me to consider
current developments in
COVID-19 from this particular
vantage point.

In Denmark, where I live,
the queen delivered a heartfelt
appeal to the nation, stressing
that breaking the chain of
infection requires that “we all
behave sensibly”, and
lamenting those who continue
to behave irresponsibly. It was
the first such crisis address
since the end of the second
world war. Like many others,
Queen Margarethe is troubled
by the reckless and
inconsiderate actions of some.

I R R E S P O N S I B L E
BEHAVIOUR

Partying, stock-piling
essentials, panic buying and
“escaping” to rural areas have
all been criticised in news
outlets and social media. These
examples reveal some of the
challenges the government has
faced in making the public take
responsibility. As consumers
we have been told that there
is no need to panic. The flow
of life and the goods required
to sustain it will continue
pretty much undisturbed.

As responsible citizens, we
have been told that our lives
must change radically. To
continue our old ways is to
endanger ourselves and those
who are vulnerable. In the wise
and somewhat paradoxical
words of the singer and self-
styled “responsibiliser” Billie
Eilish: “Don’t panic, but also
don’t be stupid”.

The young people partying
for spring break on the streets
and beaches of Miami excelled
in the “don’t panic” part, but
unfortunately failed to
appreciate the social
distancing side of things. The

young and healthy have not
appeared to be fazed by the
dangers of COVID-19, which is
commonly believed to
threaten only the old and the
frail.

To make matters worse,
the likelihood that we are not
so much stopping the virus,
but merely slowing down its
spread has acted as a
disincentive, aggravated by
the absence of compelling
communication – until now –
about the critical value of
slowing the virus.

Although commonly
thought of in terms of public
“awareness” and
dissemination of expert
knowledge, responsibilisation
is as much a matter of
emotion, as it is a matter of
reason. Emotions such as
hope, shame and pride play a
decisive role. Do we feel
responsible? Do we feel that
our actions can make a real
difference? Are we ashamed
when we fail to act
responsibly? It is one thing to
be indifferent to statistics and
expert warnings, and another
to experience shaming for
contributing to the suffering
and death of others, as
hospitals run out of beds and
respirators? Personal
responsibility is often based
on the ability to relate
emotionally to other human

beings – their hopes and fears,
their pain and suffering.

COLLECTIVE AND
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY

Besides issues of empathy,
when it comes to COVID-19
responsibilisation goes
against the grain to a certain
extent. In contrast to recent
crises caused by terrorist
attacks, weather events and
political division, this time we
are asked to stand together by
standing apart. Instead being
called to occupy the streets in
protest, and frequent shops
and pubs to support the local
economy, we have been asked
to stay in and to keep our
distance. Acknowledging this
difference might help us move
forward.

Yet this sense of
responsibility has not materialised
in some people. In our haste to find
better ways to make the public
embrace its responsibilities –
especially the reckless and the
inconsiderate – the focus on
personal responsibility and
individual choice should never
prevent society from taking
necessary collective action. The UK
government has now taken that
action.

As New York Times
commentator Charlie Warzel
observed recently, one reason
COVID-19 advice has been
framed as a matter of personal
choice and responsibility was

to avoid the costs and duties of
political and collective
intervention. Political-
economic research has taught
us that responsibilisation
entails a shifting of burden
from the state and
corporations to individual
citizens and consumers – a
shift that does not always
serve the public interest.

G o v e r n m e n t s ,
corporations and other
institutions must accept their
share of responsibility too, even
when this requires taking
unpopular and costly measures.
Clearly Prime Minister Boris
Johnson has decided that
decisive collective rules and
interventions will be a faster
and more reliable solution
than the soft “nudging” of
individuals to make the right
choice.

Yet, as with other countries
that have taken this action,
further dilemmas arise as to
how to ensure compliance
with the new measures. More
than ever, the delicate balance
between collective and
individual responsibility
should be at the forefront of
public and academic debate.

[the writer is Professor of
Consumption, Culture and
Commerce, Department of

Marketing & Management,
University of Southern

Denmark]
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Mamata demands Rs 1,500 cr package from
Centre to tackle coronavirus outbreak

Calcutta HC, district courts in Bengal
suspend functioning till April 9

Guj govt to provide food items
free to 60 lakh poor families

Kolkata, Mar 25 (PTI):
West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
on Wednesday sought a Rs
1,500 crore package from
the Centre to support the
state government’s efforts
to deal with the
coronavirus outbreak.

Speaking to reporters
through video-conference
from the state secretariat,
Banerjee said the Centre
should provide a special
package as the state is

finding it difficult to do
“everything” with its
“limited resources”.

“We had made the
same request at the all-
party meeting two days
back. The Centre should
announce a special
financial package for the
state in the current
situation,” she said.

The chief minister said
that while the state has
created a Rs 200-crore
fund, it is inadequate to

procure all necessary
equipment such as
ventilators. Banerjee said
the Centre should work
out special economic
packages for all the states
affected by the pandemic.

She also appealed to
the corporates,
industrialists and other
organisations in the state
to donate to the relief fund
to effectively tackle the
disease.Responding to a
question, she said the

state government has the
right to decide on certain
provisions of the National
Disaster Management Act
and a call will be taken on
whether some of them can
be relaxed after reviewing
the situation on March 31.

The Act has been
invoked by the Centre
without consulting the
states “but we will later on
decide which provision
should be enforced and
which not”, Banerjee said.

She said people
engaged by online
platforms for delivery of
food items, vegetable
vendors and those in other
essential services should
not be stopped by police
during the lockdown.

Farmers working in
fields usually maintain
distance between each
other and there is no
reason they should not be
allowed to work, the chief
minister said.

If required, passes
should be issued to people
employed for home
delivery services, she said.

Banerjee warned of
action if policemen were
found stopping people
working in essential
services.“Social distancing
doesn’t mean social
isolation,” the chief
minister said.

She also warned of
stern action if doctors,
nurses and health
workers are harassed by
their neighbours.

Banerjee said that if
someone runs out of food
during the lockdown, the
person should get in touch
with the respective Block
Development Officer.

NPR, first phase of Census postponed

Kolkata, Mar 24 (PTI):
The Calcutta High Court
and the district judiciary
in West Bengal will not
function from March 25 to
April 9 in the wake of the
coronavirus outbreak,
Chief Justice T B N
Radhakrishnan ordered
on Tuesday.

A division bench and
two single benches of the
high court will sit for
holding special courts on
April 1 and April 8, its
registrar general Rai
Chattopadhyay said in a
communication of the
chief justice’s order.

Referring to various
advisories issued by the
Centre and the state
government and notices
by the Supreme Court, and
noting that there is a total
lockdown in West Bengal,
resulting in difficulty in
managing the functioning
of the courts, the chief
justice passed the order,
the high court registrar
general said in the
communication.

The functioning of the
district courts, including
commercial courts, will
also remain suspended
during the period.

The respective district
and sessions judges were
directed to prepare a
roster of magistrates for
dealing with remands.

The Calcutta High
Court and its circuit
benches and subordinate
courts in the state and
Andaman and Nicobar
islands have been hearing
urgent matters since
March 15 owing to the
coronavirus scare.

Most of the lawyers in
different courts of the
state are not appearing for
hearings, following a
resolution by the West
Bengal Bar Council not to
participate in judicial
proceedings till March 31
in view of the prevailing
situation.

On April 1 and April 8,
a division bench
comprising justices
Dipankar Datta and

Joymalya Bagchi will sit
for taking up extremely
urgent matters relating to
the civil, writ and criminal
jurisdictions.

A single bench of
Justice Sanjib Banerjee
will take up for hearing
extremely urgent civil
matters in the appellate
side and all original side
matters, while Justice I P
Mukerji will sit singly for
taking up extremely
urgent matters relating to
criminal jurisdiction and
writ petitions in the
appellate side, according
to the order of the chief
justice.

The funct ioning of
the circuit benches at
Port Blair and Jalpaiguri
will also be suspended
from March 25 to April 9,
it said.

The West Bengal
Judicial Academy will be
kept open for the limited
purpose of performing
any urgent administrative
work, according to the
order.

New Delhi, Mar 25 (PTI):
The updating of the
National Population
Register (NPR) and the
first phase of the Census
2021 have been
postponed due to the 21-
day lockdown announced
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, officials
said on Wednesday.

Both the exercises
were supposed to be
carried out from April 1 to
September 30.

In a statement, the
home ministry said
Census 2021 was
scheduled to be conducted
in two phases — house
listing and housing census
during April-September
and population
enumeration during
February 9 to 28.

The updating of NPR
was also proposed to be
done along with the Phase
I of Census 2021 in all the
states and union
territories, except Assam.

The home ministry
said due to the outbreak of
COVID-19 pandemic, high
alert has been declared by
the Centre as well as the
states and union
territories. Keeping in
view these issues, the first
phase of Census 2021 and
updating of NPR, which
was to begin on various
dates decided by the state
and union territory
governments beginning
April 1 and various related
field activities, are
postponed until further
orders, the statement said.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced
a 21-day lockdown across
the country from Tuesday
night due to the outbreak
of the coronavirus.

Officials said since the
census and NPR exercise
require the enumerators to
visit every household and
meet people, such exercise is
not possible to carry out due
to the prevailing situation.

Therefore, the decision
to postpone it has been
taken by the government,
the officials said.

The home ministry had
recently said the
preparation for the
Census 2021 and updating
of the NPR were at its peak
and will begin from April
1.There have been
opposition from several
state governments to the
NPR and some of then
even adopted resolution
expressing their to the
exercise. The states which
have been opposing the
NPR include Kerala, West
Bengal, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh
and Bihar.

However, most of them
also said they will
cooperate with the house
listing phase of the Census.

The objective of the
NPR is to create a
comprehensive identity
database of every usual
resident in the country.

Patnaik announces 4 months’ advance
salary for health personnel

People stay indoors in Nagaland
on first day of lockdown

Politicians in Bengal say no to physical
interactions, prefer work from home

Kohima, Mar 25 (PTI):
Streets in the Nagaland
capital were empty on
Wednesday on the first
day of the nationwide
lockdown imposed by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to contain the spread
of coronavirus.

Barring those buying
essential commodities,
people remained indoors
and vehicles were off the
roads.

Police personnel along
with ‘Dobashis’
(translators) have been
deployed in strategic
locations in the districts to

restrict movement of
people, except those who
are outdoors for
purchasing essential
items and medicines.

Private vehicles were
halted at many places and
allowed to go only after
verifying the purpose of
their movement.

In the state capital,
volunteers of Angami
Youth Organisation were
also manning important
points to prevent people
from stepping outside
their homes.

Many village councils
have issued strict orders

restricting the entry of
people into the villages,
and restraining the locals
from leaving the area,
without the permission of
the authorities concerned.

Mea nwhi le ,  Ch ie f
Mi ni ster Ne iphiu  Rio
ha s welcomed the
decision of  the pri me
minister to announce a
lockdown  for 21 day
across the country.

“This decisive action
against COVID-19 will
break the cycle of
infection... Nagaland will
Stay Home and Stay Safe,”
Rio tweeted.

Kolkata, Mar 25 (PTI):
Politicians cutting across
party lines in West Bengal
have switched to work-
from-home mode in the
wake of the coronavirus
pandemic, shunning
physical interactions and
opting for social media to
connect with workers and
supporters.

Since the last few days,
most political parties,
including the TMC, BJP,
Congress and CPI(M) have
called off rallies and other
public programmes as the
state went into a lockdown
to contain the spread of
the dreaded virus.

We have asked our
party workers to stay safe
and vigilant, and abide by
the guidelines of the
Centre and the state
government. At present,
we are coordinating over

phone and social media.
Our party offices at the
state and districts levels
are operating with skeletal
strength. If needed, we will
close them for the time
being,” CPI(M) politburo
member Mohammed
Salim said.

He added that young
party activists in their respective
localities have created
WhatsApp groups to help the
needy and the elderly with
essentials at this time of crisis.

State BJP president and
MP Dilip Ghosh said he is
in touch with its workers
over phone, and all party
offices across the state
have been asked to close
down for the next 21 days,
the lockdown period
announced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday evening. “All of
our state party leaders and

workers are at home.
Offices are closed,” he said.

Ghosh, who has a busy
schedule on most days of
the week, is now spending
time reading books, party
literature and keeping a
close tab on developments
related to the pandemic.

Congress president
Somen Mitra echoed
Ghosh and said most of its
party offices in West
Bengal are shut.

Senior ministers of the
state government are also
working from home,
issuing necessary
instructions to officers
over phone.

We are sitting at home
and spending time with
our family. We are not
meeting anyone in
person,” Senior TMC
leader and minister
Subrata Mukherjee said.

Ahmedabad, Mar 25 (PTI):
The Gujarat government
will provide food items
like wheat, rice, pulses and
sugar free of cost to
around 60 lakh ration card
holding families through
fair price shops starting
April 1, Chief Minister
Vijay Rupani said on
Wednesday.

The scheme is to
ensure that the poor, who
depend on daily wages for
livelihood, are not affected
by the 21-day nationwide
lockdown due to the
coronavirus outbreak and
do not have to purchase
food items for the month
of April, he said after a
meeting in Gandhinagar.

“With the entire
country under lockdown,
Gujarat has made an
important decision, that
poor families - around 60
lakh families, or 3.25 crore
individuals — holding
ration cards, will get food
items, including 3.5 kg

wheat and 1.5 kg rice per
person, and 1 kg of pulses,
sugar and salt per family
free of cost from April 1,”
Rupani said.

The chief minister said
his government is
concerned aboutthe
state’s poor families, and
will continue to take
decisions to ensure they do
not face hurdles during the
lockdown.

“With works closed for
21 days, poor families
earning daily livelihood
face great problems. Our
sensitive government
understands this, and we
will take more such
decisions in future so such
people do not face face
much hurdle,” he said.
Rupani also requested
people to stay indoors for
21 days. Gujarat has so far
reported 38 cases of
coronavirus and one death
due to COVID-19.

The entire state is
under lockdown.

Bhubaneswar, Mar 25
(PTI): In a bid to boost the
morale of the health
personnel engaged in the
fight against COVID-19 in
Odisha, Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on
Wednesday announced
four months’ advance salary
for doctors, nurses and
other paramedical staff.
The doctors, nurses and all
health personnel across the
state will receive their
salaries for the months of
April, May, June and July in
the month of April, Patnaik
said in a video message.

Lauding the dedication
of the health personnel,
Patnaik said, “There is no
comparison of your (doctors,
nurses and other staff) selfless
service to the people. I and the
people of Odisha are with you
and your families. I salute
your spirit.”

He also appealed to the
people to treat doctors and
hospital staff with respect
and affection “as they
work day in and day out by
sacrificing their comforts”.

“Don’t create hurdles
for the doctors and

hospital staff while they
are working hard. We
should all appreciate their
dedicated service to the
people. “Those do not
behave properly with the
doctors and other health
personnel will be dealt
with firmly. I have already
directed police to take
action against such
persons,” Patnaik said.

Meanwhile, the Family
and Welfare department has
decided to appoint doctors,
nurses and paramedical
staff, including retired
persons, on a contractual
basis in different state-run
hospitals amid the
coronavirus outbreak. They
will be appointed on a short-
term contractual basis for
three months till June 30,
which will be extended if
required, a notification said.

A specialist will get Rs
5,000 a day while a
medical officer with an
MBBS degree will get Rs
3,000 daily. Staff nurse,
laboratory technician,
pharmacist and
radiographers will Rs
1,000 every day, it said.
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IPL cancellation on cards after three-week
lockdown and Olympic postponement

BHARAT SHARMA &
KUSHAN SARKAR
New Delhi, Mar 25 (PTI):
The cancellation of this
year’s IPL looks inevitable
with the BCCI under
tremendous pressure after
the declaration of a 21-day
nationwide lockdown to
contain the the deadly
COVID-19 pandemic.

When the BCCI
postponed the IPL to April
15 earlier this month, it
said conducting the
tournament would only
come into the picture if the
pandemic subsides.
However, there hasn’t
been any remarkable
change in the situation
with positive cases
crossing the 500-mark in
India, including 10 deaths.

Speaking to PTI, BCCI
president Sourav Ganguly
did not have much to say
on the current scenario,
which was made worse by
the postponement of
Tokyo Olympics to the

summer of 2021, on
Tuesday. The global
COVID-19 death toll is
nearing 19,000.

“I can’t say anything at
the moment. We are at the
same place where we
were on the day we
postponed. Nothing has
changed in the last 10
days. So, I don’t have an
answer to it. Status quo
remains,” Ganguly’s
helplessness was palpable.

Kings XI Punjab owner
Ness Wadia was more
forthright.

“The BCCI should
really consider postponing
the IPL now. As a premier
event, we need to act with
great responsibility.
Contemplation of IPL is
inhuman right now. We
need to save lives, not IPL,”
KXIP co-owner Wadia told
PTI. “Let’s say even if the
situation improves by May

and I hope it does, who is
going to come and play?
Will the (foreign players)
be even allowed to enter
the country?” he asked.

Earlier on Tuesday, a
conference call between
BCCI officials and team
owners was postponed.

The star-studded eight-
team league was originally
scheduled to start on
March 29 in Mumbai. It
seems the BCCI is

deferring the
announcement hoping
against hope for things to
improve.

“If Olympics can be
postponed by a year, IPL is
a much smaller entity in
that regard. It is becoming
increasingly difficult to
organise. At this point the
government is not even
thinking about allowing
foreign visas,” a BCCI
official, in know of things,
said.

Currently, each
stakeholder is discussing
ways to limit the financial
damage with insurance
companies as well as
broadcasters.

“With a 21-day
lockdown, it is virtually
impossible that things
will return to normal by
April 14. It might improve
but a lot of restrictions
will be in place. So it will
be foolish not to cancel
the league,” a BCCI
veteran said.

Anyone for The Ocho? With nothing to
broadcast, US sports TV burrows into the past

ANDERW LAWRENCE
Los Angeles, 25 Mar
[theGuardian]: The most
haunting reminder of
America’s pandemic-
driven sports hibernation
is brought to you, fittingly
enough, by All-State. The
latest of the insurance
company’s ads stars
pitchman Dennis Haysbert
(aka President Palmer, aka
Pedro Cerrano) at home
bingeing college hoops
with friends. Just as the
faux contest intensifies,
the 30-second spot cuts to
commercial – one of
Haysbert’s All-State
commercials, incidentally.
When his buddies change
over to another matchup,
there Haysbert is again
touting home and life
policies. The point is to
poke fun at All-State’s
suffocating (read:
expensive) television
presence throughout the
NCAA Tournament, the
three-week college basketball
extravaganza which takes
over large parts of the States
at this time of year. But
instead of appearing during a
break in the action between
Dayton or Duke, the ads break
up doom-and-gloom
headlines on the 24-hour
news channels now.

A month ago the
notion of an America
without live sports would
have seemed more far-
fetched than an alien
invasion. After all, this is
the country that played on
through the Civil War and
the Dust Bowl, through
world wars and stock
market crashes, after

p r e s i d e n t i a l
assassinations and 9/11.
But in the eye blink in
which coronavirus
exploded as the greatest
threat to humanity since
the nuclear bomb,
America has had to
rethink its entertainment
priorities and with speed.
Continuing play inside
empty arenas was a have-
y o u r - c a ke - a n d- e a t- i t
proposition that appeared
to be working for soccer
leagues across the pond.
But when a beat reporter
tested positive for Covid-
19 and tennis’ fifth slam,
the BNP Paribas Open at
Indian Wells, abruptly
canceled their two-week
tournament on 9 March
there was no more
compromising. Shortly
thereafter, the NBA and
NHL suspended play, the
major motorsports
parked, Major League
Baseball scratched
Opening Day and, after
some dragging (of the feet,
on social media…), the
NCAA called offMarch
Madness.

Doubtless, the
economic impact of this
nationwide sports
blackout is a subject that
will be unpacked in peer-
reviewed papers for the
next half-century at least.
The World Economic
Forum reckons Tuesday’s
official announcement
that the Tokyo Olympics
will be postponed until
next summer deals a
massive blow to NBC
Universal, which had
booked more than

$1.25bn in ad sales against
around 7,000 hours of
content across TV,
steaming and social
media.

The NCAA, which
depends on its tournament
for much of its $1.1bn in
revenue, stands to lose
about half that income.
CBS, which had partnered
with Turner on an $8.8bn
deal to broadcast the
college basketball
tournament, was left with
a basketball-sized hole in
its programming schedule.
On the Thursday
afternoon when early
NCAA Tournament games
were due to tip off last
week, CBS transitioned
from a Covid-19 briefing to
an episode of The Young
and The Restless – a soap
that most people probably
didn’t realize was still on
the air that, as irony would
have it, could not have more
aptly described the
broadcaster’s disenfranchised
viewership at that moment.
(Forget wondering whether
San Diego State are for real. Are
Summer and Theo gonna
make it?)

It was enough to make
you wonder if any TV show
could approach the thrill
of live sports, let alone
match it outright. And,
blessedly, within the first
treacly notes of The Young
and The Restless’s theme
song, some answers began
to emerge. ESPN turned
ESPN2 into “The Ocho,” a
residual gag from the
movie DodgeBall that riffs
on the broadcaster’s roots
covering obscure sporting

events; that weekend slate
was stuffed with
showcases that once
would’ve seemed totally at
home on ESPN2: axe
throwing, “stupid robot
fighting” and of course
dodgeball. It’s the kind of
thing that might have
enticed gamblers
sheltering-in-place to lay
down a vig if said action
wasn’t a year old, if Las
Vegas and its sports books
weren’t shut down until
further notice and if the
global economy wasn’t
hurtling toward a
recession. And it’s also the
kind of thing that would
make for juicy sports-talk
fodder if the NFL weren’t
hanging around to distract
us with news of Tom
Brady leaving the New
England Patriots.

Soon, CBS, too found
itself trawling the
archives. For their
Saturday lineup, the
network replayed three
classic college basketball
nailbiters: the 1982
championship game (won
on a last-second shot from
a kid called Michael
Jordan), the 1983
championship game
between Houston and NC
State, and the 1992
regional final between
Kentucky and Duke
(which introduced post-
millennials to Christian
Laettner, one of the
greatest sports trolls there
ever was). And as fun as it
was to second-screen
these classics with Twitter
as if the outcomes were
unknown, there was little

helping the feeling that
CBS had gone too big too
soon.

On the other hand, the
NBA continued to display
judicious leadership in
these troubled sports
times. When the league
wasn’t rightly defending
teams for administering
coronavirus tests to their
players and personnel, it
was dropping the paywall
for its NBA League Pass
streaming service and
inviting fans to group-
watch recent classics like
the 2016 clash between
Golden State and Oklahoma
City, which saw Steph
Curry nail a record-tying
12 threes on Kevin
Durant, Russell
Westbrook and crew. It’s a
perfect idea for a league
that ESPN’s Pablo Torre
once aptly described as “a
soap opera for dudes” and
a gameplan NBC might
well follow for the now-
postponed Tokyo Games –
that is, when they’re not
filling time with episodes
of Days of Our Lives. But
more to the point, for
hoops fans a certain
generation (ahem) who’d
prefer to tarry in the NBA’s
past than think too far
ahead, the prospect of
revisiting NBA games that
proved to be turning
points in a decades-long
storyline is irresistible.

In terms of forward-
thinking, however, none
could match motorsports
for spectacle. Nascar
drivers in particular
lavished eager followers
with virtual autographs

and kept them entertained
on iRacing – a PC-based
simulator that is by turns
a training tool for Sunday
drivers, a proving ground
for amateurs and a full-
blown esport with
dedicated pros and
impressive purses. What’s
more, iRacing’s close ties
to Nascar made it possible
for them to put together
an impromptu showcase
on Fox Sports 1 with a slew
of star drivers (Dale
Earnhardt Jr, Denny
Hamlin, Kyle Busch) that
looked eerily like an actual
race at Homestead-Miami
Speedway.

Granted, the likelihood
of any of this alt-sports
content pulling in as wide
an audience as the
traditional programming
it replaces figures to
remain as low as current
toilet paper and hand-
sanitizer supplies. That
people bothered to tune it at
all, though, speaks to
something deeper. One of
the things that makes sports
worth paying attention to is
their flair for the
unpredictable. And while
that attraction has only
gotten stronger as America
struggles through the most
chaotic period in recent
history, now the sense of
uncertainty from watching
televised sports comes
from wondering how soon
we’ll be able to return to a
time when waiting out
Dennis Haysbert’s All-
State commercials was our
nation’s biggest
inconvenience. That is, if
we’re even able to at all.

Fury-Wilder rematch postponed by virus pandemic
Los Angeles, Mar 25 (AFP):
The third fight in Tyson
Fury and Deontay Wilder’s
heavyweight rivalry has
been postponed as the
coronavirus pandemic
grips the United States and
Britain, ESPN reported on
Tuesday.

Britain’s Fury, who
dethroned unbeaten WBC
champion Wilder with a
dominant victory in seven
rounds last month, had
been due to defend his
crown in Las Vegas on July
18.

But promoter Bob
Arum told ESPN on
Tuesday the rematch had

now been rescheduled
until October at the
earliest because of the
COVID-19 outbreak which
has brought the sporting
world to a standstill.

With travel restrictions
affecting both the US and
Britain, and Las Vegas’
casinos shuttered, Arum
said a postponement was
the only sensible option.

“You could not
guarantee the fighters
that the event would take
place on that date. We
couldn’t convince them or
ourselves,” Arum said.

“Where were they
going to train for it? It just

made no sense. You just
have to take a step back.
How are you going to sell
tickets?

“It’s absolutely
ridiculous to say the fight
is on when the Brits can’t
even get there.” The
Nevada State Athletic
Commission has also
banned all combat sports
in the state, adding
another complication.

“Everybody has to take
a step back. Boxing is not
isolated,” Arum said.

“It’s part of what’s
happening in the world. So
possibly the fight will be in
early October.”

Indian shuttlers urge BWF to
freeze ranking, seek clarity

US football star Lloyd calls Tokyo
postponement ‘right call’

Watford offer NHS use of
stadium in fight against

coronavirus

AMIT KUMAR DAS
New Delhi, Mar 25 (PTI):
The Olympics
postponement brought
some relief but Indian
shuttlers, including B Sai
Praneeth, are still
wondering why the
Badminton World
Federation (BWF) is yet to
freeze the rankings and
sought clarity about the
qualification process of
the Tokyo Games.

The BWF had
suspended all HSBC BWF
World Tour events post the
All England
Championships due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and
there were calls for the
extension of the Olympic
qualification period which
falls on April 28.

But now with the
International Olympic
Committee (IOC)
postponing the Olympics
to next year, shuttlers
believe its time BWF
immediately freeze the
ranking.

“Our points are getting
deducted even though the
tournaments were
postponed by BWF due to
the coronavirus. Swiss
Open got postponed but
my points got deducted. So
like this, if they keep
slashing the points for all
the qualifiers which were
postponed, I don’t know
what will happen,”
Praneeth told PTI.

“BWF should at least
freeze the rankings, later
they can decide about the
qualification depending
on the the dates of
Olympics but as of now
there is no clarity.”

Praneeth, who was set
to make his Olympic debut,

said he is no more sure
about his participation as
he will have to fight again
for points.

“If Olympics would
have happened in July, I
would have been sure
about my qualification but
since it is now a year to go,
so the qualification
process will again be on,
so again I will have to fight
for ranking points. It is not
easy to maintain that
ranking, can’t say what
happens after one year.”

London Games
quarterfinalist Parupalli
Kashyap, who alongwith
Saina Nehwal had earlier
urged the world body to
extend the qualification
period, also wondered why
it is taking so much time
for BWF to freeze the
rankings.

“Now that the
Olympics have been
postponed, we have to see
what BWF do with
qualification. They haven’t
even frozen our rankings
yet. We don’t know what
will happen.

“As far as the
preparations go, it will
still be below par as it’s
impossible to train fully at
home,” said Kashyap.

A former top 10 player,
H S Prannoy also
expressed his concerns.

“By the time
tournaments starts again
my ranking would be close
to 100. @bwfmedia is not
doing anything to freeze
the current rankings,” he
tweeted on Tuesday.

Besides Praneeth,
women’s singles player P V
Sindhu and men’s doubles
pair of Chirag Shetty and
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy

are currently assured of
an Olympic berth.

Sindhu’s father PV
Ramana feels BWF should
freeze rankings post 2020
All England
Championships and then
consider the tournaments
which would be held next
year between March 17
till April 28 as qualifiers
for the Tokyo Games.

“The situation is very
serious and it will hugely
impact the Olympic
preparation of the athletes
because I believe it will
take 4-5 months for things
to be normal, meaning
starting a full-fledged
training schedule for next
year’s Games,” Ramana
said.

“So the only feasible
way for BWF is to freeze
the rankings till this year’s
All England for Olympic
qualification and carry on
with the rest of the
calender whenever things
improve and play is
resumed. “They can then
take into consideration the
ranking points of the
events, which were
cancelled this year, but
happens next year at the
same time keeping the
April 28 as the deadline.”

Praneeth also echoed
similar views.

“I don’t think till July
any tournament will
happen, I mean since they
are postponing Olympics,
so how can Superseries go
on. So BWF have to freeze
the ranking, perhaps till
All England, otherwise
ranking points will
continue to be cut for the
c a n c e l le d / p o s tp o n e d
events and it will affect the
ranking of everyone.

Los Angeles, Mar 25
(AFP): US footballer Carli
Lloyd planned to call time
on a spectacular career
after Tokyo 2020 — but
now that plan is on hold.

Lloyd, a two-time
women’s world player of
the year and a two-time
World Cup winner, scored
the goals that delivered
gold to the United States in
two Olympics.

The 37-year-old said
the decision to push back
the Games, originally
scheduled to run July 24-
August 9, to 2021 was the
right one in the face of the
coronavirus pandemic.

“This is bigger than
sport, it’s bigger than an
Olympics,” Lloyd said in a
television interview after
the International Olympic

Committee announced the
postponement on Tuesday.

“I definitely think it’s
the right
call.“Disappointed, but I
think for the safety of
everybody, it’s definitely
the best thing,” she said,
adding: “You get another
year to prepare for
Olympics, time to get
better, more fit.”

Lloyd, 37, said the
restrictions on team training
and cancellation of
friendlies that came as
health authorities imposed
social distancing protocols to
slow the spread of the virus
were actually something of
a welcome break for her.

If the Olympic are held 12
months after their original
date, Lloyd will be 39 when
the tournament starts.

BEN FISHER
London, 25 Mar
[theGuardian]: Watford
have offered the use of
Vicarage Road to help the
National Health Service
combat the coronavirus
pandemic.

The Premier League
ground is adjacent to
Watford general hospital
and the club chairman,
Scott Duxbury, said they
would do “whatever it
takes” to support the NHS
during a challenging
period. The stadium is to
be opened up for a
multitude of purposes,
including training,
inductions, childcare
facilities and warehouse
space. Of Watford’s
gesture, a West
Hertfordshire Hospitals
NHS Trust spokeswoman
said it was “very grateful
for their support”.

The football season
has been suspended until
at least 30 April and other
events such as inductions
and courses have been
postponed or cancelled
owing to the virus. The
NHS will have easy access
from the nearby hospital
site to the stadium and
Watford said they were
“ready to act accordingly”
when NHS staff have co-
ordinated their needs.

Duxbury said: “We
need to forget football
right now and concentrate

on doing all we can to
support the NHS and, in
particular, Watford
general hospital. Our
proximity as a football
club next door to a hospital
puts us in a great position
to offer help and we’re keen
to do whatever we possibly
can to support NHS staff
and their families. “The UK
government’s message has
been about doing ‘whatever
it takes’. Likewise we’ll do
‘whatever it takes’ here at
Vicarage Road to offer our
fullest support to the NHS
and its people at a time
when it’s clearly needed
most.”

The WHHT chief
executive, Christine Allen,
said: “We have found
ourselves needing extra
space very quickly. For
example, we are running
refresher training to our
clinical staff so they can
care for patients with
breathing difficulties.

“And we also need
more space so we can
stick to important
guidance about social
distancing for our staff
induction sessions and for
key meetings when we
need our senior leadership
teams around the table.

“The club’s support is
helping us to run our
organisation safely and
we are very grateful for
their support at this
challenging time.”
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At least 25 dead in attack on
Sikh-Hindu temple in Kabul

At least 25 people were
killed Wednesday in

an attack on a Sikh-Hindu
temple in Afghanistan’s
capital where
worshippers were
offering morning prayers,
the latest brutal assault
claimed by the Islamic
State group.

The incident highlights
the country’s ongoing
security crisis and comes
as the impoverished
nation reels from a
massive cut in US aid and
struggles with a raging
insurgency, political
deadlock, and rising
coronavirus cases.

Witness Raju Singh
Sonny told AFP that a man
dressed in a police
uniform burst into the
temple in central Kabul,
shot a guard and started
attacking worshippers in
the main hall.

“Several other
attackers also entered the

building and they were
going from room to room
shooting people,” Sonny
said.

Only a few thousand
Sikhs and Hindus are
estimated to reside in
what is an
overwhelmingly Muslim
nation.

Interior ministry
spokesman Tariq Arian
said the assault started
around 7:45 am (0315
GMT). There were
conflicting accounts about
how many gunmen were
involved, with security
sources giving differing
numbers between one and
four.

At least one attacker
was subsequently killed by
security forces in an
hours-long clearing
operation.

The Islamic State (IS)
group claimed
responsibility, according
to the SITE intelligence

group. The Taliban denied
any involvement.

Anarkali Kaur
Honaryar, a Sikh member
of the Afghan parliament,
told AFP about 150 people
had been inside the
temple, where several
families also live and
worshippers gather for
morning prayers.

“Some people inside
the temple are hiding and
their phones are off,”
Honaryar said while the
attack was ongoing.

Arian said 25 civilians
had been killed and eight
others wounded, while 80
people had been rescued
from the temple. Graphic
images posted onli ne
showed several bodies
as well  as terri fi ed
people who appeared to
be Sikhs running from the
scene.

“Such cowardly attacks
on the places of religious
worship of the minority

community, especially at
this time of (the
coronavirus) pandemic, is
reflective of the diabolical
mindset of the
perpetrators and their
backers,” the Indian
foreign ministry said in a
statement. Sikhism and
Hinduism are rooted in
India.

- Afghan leaders’
‘failure’ -

IS has a history of
targeting Afghan Sikhs
and Hindus including a
suicide bombing in
Jalalabad in July 2018 that
killed 19 people and
wounded 21.

In recent months, the
jihadist group has
suffered mounting
setbacks after being
hunted by US and Afghan
forces as well as Taliban
offensives targeting their
fighters, but it still retains
the ability to launch major
assaults on urban centres.

Earlier this month, the
group killed 32 people and
wounded dozens more in
an attack at a political
gathering in Kabul.

To add to Afghanistan’s
woes, Washington slashed
the amount of aid to the
country this week after
President Ashraf Ghani
and his rival Abdullah
Abdullah, who has also
proclaimed himself
president, failed to resolve
their standoff.

Following a visit to
Kabul, US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo said
the US would immediately
cut $1 billion and was
prepared to pull another
$1 billion in 2021, with
further cuts possible.

The US and the Taliban
signed a deal last month
that was supposed to pave
the way for talks between
the Afghan leadership and
the insurgents, but with
Kabul unable to agree who
is in government, the talks
have stalled.

Coronavirus is
continuing to spread
across Afghanistan.
Officially there are 74
confirmed cases and two
deaths, but many
observers fear the
number is far higher.

The impoverished
country is testing few
people, “social distancing”
is an abstract concept for
an illiterate population
accustomed to crowding
into mosques and large
family gatherings, and
thousands of people have
returned from
pilgrimages to
coronavirus-hit Iran in
recent weeks.

Boko Haram attack
kills 92 Chadian
troops: President

N’djamena, Mar 25 (AFP):
Ninety-two Chadian
soldiers have been killed in
the deadliest attack ever
by Boko Haram jihadists
on armed forces in the
country, President Idriss
Deby Itno has said.

The attack is part of an
expanding jihadist
campaign in the vast,
marshy Lake Chad area,
where the borders of
Cameroon, Chad, Niger
and Nigeria converge.

Boko Haram launched
an insurgency in Nigeria
in 2009 before beginning
incursions in its
neighbouring countries to
the east.

“We lost 92 of our
soldiers, non-
commissioned officers
and officers,” in the attack
overnight Sunday in Boma,
the president said on
Tuesday.

“It’s the first time we
have lost so many men,” he
added, after visiting the
site of the attack in the Lac
province, which borders
Niger and Nigeria.

The attack on soldiers
on the Boma peninsula

lasted at least seven hours,
and reinforcements sent
to help out were also
targeted, one soldier told
AFP.

He said 24 army
vehicles were destroyed,
including armoured
vehicles, and captured
military arms were
carried off in speedboats
by Boko Haram.

“The enemy has hit at
our defences hard in this
zone,” a senior officer said.

Boko Haram has
stepped up its attacks in
recent months on the
islands of the Lake Chad
basin.

Boko Haram’s
insurgency has killed
36,000 people and
displaced nearly two
million in northeastern
Nigeria since it began,
according to the UN.

Since 2015, countries
in the region have
cooperated in the
Multinational Joint Force,
a regional coalition
engaged around Lake
Chad with the help of local
residents formed into
vigilante groups.

COVID-19 pandemic puts
WHO back in hot seat

The UN’s health agency
has faced criticism in

the past for overreacting
and for moving too slowly
in fighting epidemics, but
it has rarely faced as much
scrutiny as with the
coronavirus pandemic.

The World Health
Organization was deemed
too alarmist when it faced
the H1N1 epidemic in
2009 but five years later it
was accused of dragging
its feet in declaring an
emergency over the Ebola
outbreak in west Africa,
which would go on to kill
more than 11,000 people.

After that debacle, the
WHO reformed and
created a rapid response
unit that has since helped
to tackle two Ebola
outbreaks in Democratic
Republic of Congo.

And yet, the
organisation is once again
under fire, with critics
saying it did not react
quickly or strongly enough
to the new coronavirus,
which emerged in Wuhan,
China, late last year.

The agency has been
accused of delaying
sounding the alarm for
fear of offending Beijing,
for waiting too long to
declare the COVID-19
outbreak a global
pandemic and for failing to
coordinate a coherent
international response.

Also, a consensus
appears to be emerging on
the need to close down
public spaces to limit the
spread but the WHO has
given little guidance on
these measures.

“WHO remains
surprisingly silent and
absent in all of these
pragmatic questions,”
Antoine Flahault, head of
the Institute of Global
Health at the University of
Geneva, wrote in The
Lancet medical review,
asking: “Is there any
orchestra conductor?”

- ‘Enemy of humanity’
-

However, other
commentators have
praised WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus
and his team for giving

sound guidance, instead
criticising countries for
failing to heed the advice.

Devi Sridhar, a
professor of global public
health at the University of
Edinburgh, said the
WHO’s reaction was “hard
to fault”, adding that
countries like South Korea
that followed the advice to
test, trace and contain
have done better than
others.

One of the central
planks of criticism is that
the WHO waited until
March 11, when nearly
120,000 cases had already
been registered, to declare
the outbreak a pandemic
— a move that truly hit the
accelerator on global
efforts to rein in the virus.

By that time, the virus,
dubbed an “enemy of
humanity” by Tedros, had
already taken hold in
Europe, which soon
overtook Asia as the
epicentre of the outbreak.

With a dearth of tests,
shortages of protective
gear for health workers
and vital medical
equipment like
ventilators, health systems
even in wealthy nations
have been pushed to the
breaking point.

In a bid to halt the
spread of a pandemic that
has already claimed more
than 18,000 lives, more
than 2.5 billion people
worldwide are now largely
confined to their homes
and economies have
largely ground to a halt,
threatening a global
recession.

- China conundrum -
Despite the chaos, and

evidence that Chinese
officials hid the crisis for
weeks and stifled doctors
trying to sound the alarm,
the WHO has praised Beijing
for its early response.

Joseph Amon, a
professor of global health
at Drexel University in the
United States, told AFP it
was a “clear mistake and
set an early tone by WHO
that the epidemic was
perhaps not as severe and
that the initial response
was adequate”.

China told the WHO
about an unknown form of
pneumonia circulating in
Wuhan on December 31,
2019.

Experts say that if the
world had learnt of the
problem weeks earlier it
could probably have been
reined in.

“If we had known
about it then, then that
could have made a huge
difference,” Roland Kao, an
epidemiologist at the
University of Edinburgh,
told AFP.

But while experts
agree there was certainly
much to criticise in China’s
initial response, many say
the WHO was right to
highlight what the country
got right, including quickly
sharing the genetic
sequencing of the virus
and taking dramatic
lockdown measures to
slow the spread.

“To alienate China
early in the process by
pointing out mistakes
would have been a
mistake,” Ann Lindstrand,
in charge of WHO’s
expanded immunisation
programme, told AFP,
saying Beijing’s
cooperation was crucial.

“Tedros did the right
thing.”

Tedros himself has
dismissed claims that he
and WHO have bowed to
Chinese pressure,
stressing the collaborative
relationship the agency
has with its members.

“I don’t consider
anything that comes from
member states as
pressure,” he told a news
conference this month.

Some say the COVID-
19 pandemic has actually
revealed the opposite
problem — states need to
feel pressure from the
WHO but the agency
simply does not have the
power.

“Dr Tedros and WHO
are working hard to
conduct the orchestra, but
the players are not
cooperating,” said Suerie
Moon, the co-director of
the Graduate Institute’s
Global Health Centre.

Federal officials reach deal on $2
trillion aid package

Washington, Mar 25
(AP): The White House
and Senate leaders of both
parties have struck an
agreement on a sweeping
USD 2 trillion measure to
aid workers, businesses
and a health care system
strained by the rapidly
spreading coronavirus
outbreak.

The agreement came
on late Tuesday after days
of often intense haggling
and mounting pressure
and still needed to be
finalised in detailed
legislative language.

Top White House aide
Eric Ueland announced
the agreement in a Capitol
hallway shortly after
midnight. “Ladies and
gentlemen, we are done.
We have a deal,” Ueland
said.

The unprecedented
economic rescue package
would give direct
payments to most
Americans, expand
unemployment benefits
and provide a USD 367
billion program for small
businesses to keep
making payroll while
workers are forced to stay
home.

The final details had
proved nettlesome. One of
the last issues to close
concerned USD 500 billion
for guaranteed, subsidized
loans to larger industries,
including a fight over how
generous to be with the
airlines. Hospitals would
get significant help as well.

The package was
aimed to combat what
Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell had

called “the most serous
threat to Americans’
health in over a century
and quite likely the
greatest risk to America’s
jobs and prosperity that
we’ve seen since the Great
Depression.”

Yet even as the public-
health crisis deepened,
President Donald Trump
expressed eagerness to
nudge many people back
to work in coming weeks
and held out a prospect,
based more on hope than
science, that the country
could be returning to
normal in less than a
month.

“We have to go back to
work, much sooner than
people thought, Trump
told a Fox News town hall.
He said he’d like to have
the country opened up
and just raring to go by
Easter, April 12.

But in a White House
briefing later, Trump said
“our decision will be based
on hard facts and data.
Medical professionals say
social distancing needs to
be stepped up, not relaxed,
to slow the spread of
infections.

At the White House
briefing, the public-health
authorities said it was
particularly important for
people in the hard-hit New
York City metropolitan
area to quarantine
themselves for 14 days,
and for those who have
recently left the city to do
the same.

Dr Anthony Fauci, the
government’s top
infectious disease expert,
said pointedly at the

briefing, “No one is going
to want to tone down
anything when you see
what is going on in a place
like New York City.

Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin and
congressional leaders
engaged in final
negotiations Tuesday
after a tumultuous but
productive day Monday.
While the two sides had
resolved many issues in
the sweeping package,
some sticking points
remained.

We’re trying to finalize
all the documents, going
through a lot of
complicated issues, and
we’re making a lot of
progress, Mnuchin said
earlier Tuesday.

Ravaged in recent
days, stocks rocketed as
negotiators signaled a
resolution was in sight.

At issue in the Capitol
was an unprecedented
economic rescue package.
A one-time payment of
USD 1,200 per adult and
USD 500 per child would
go directly to the public. A
huge cash infusion for
hospitals expecting a flood
of COVID-19 patients grew
during the talks at the
insistence of Sen. Chuck
Schumer, the Democratic
leader, while Republicans
pressed for tens of billions
of dollars for additional
relief to be delivered
through the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency, the lead federal
d i s a s t e r
agency.Democrats said the
package would help
replace the salary of

furloughed workers for
four months, rather than
the three months first
proposed. Furloughed
workers would get
whatever amount a state
usually provides for
unemployment, plus a USD
600 per week add-on, with
gig workers like Uber
drivers covered for the
first time. Companies
would be able to defer
payment of the 6.2%
Social Security payroll tax.

Opening the Senate on
Tuesday, McConnell
combined optimism about
the chances for a deal with
frustration at the delays
and a sober view of the
crisis at hand. The urgency
and the gravity of this

moment cannot be lost on
anyone, he said. On the
negotiations, he said, It’s
taken a lot of noise and a
lot of rhetoric to get us
here.

Still, “we are very close.
We are close to a bill that
takes our bold Republican
framework, integrates
further ideas from both
parties, and delivers huge
progress.

Earlier Tuesday,
Trump urged swift action.
Congress must approve
the deal, without all of the
nonsense, today,” he
tweeted. The longer it
takes, the harder it will be
to start up our economy.
Democrats pointed to
gains for hospitals,

additional oversight of the
huge industry stabilization
fund, and money for cash-
strapped states.

A companion
appropriations package
ballooned as well, growing
from a 46 billion White
House proposal to more
than USD 300 billion, which
dwarfs earlier disasters
including Hurricane
Katrina and Superstorm
Sandy combined.

To provide transparency,
the package is expected to
create a new inspector
general and oversight board
for the corporate dollars,
much as was done during
the 2008 Troubled Asset
Relief Program bank rescue,
officials said.
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Rare Appearance! New parents, Benji Madden and Cameron Diaz took a trip to
the grocery store during the coronavirus pandemic in Los Angeles.

Aries:
You are not the same person you used to be, but you haven't
completely transformed either. Think of this as the in-between
period, the cocoon, the becoming, the unfolding. A beautiful
process that allows you to shed the layers that no longer feel
authentic. It's true that they have served you in the past but
that's not a good enough reason to hold on. Let go. Let go of
that which isn't yours anymore. Learn that beauty lies in the
journey as well as the destination. Remember, rest is an
essential part of the integration process. Give yourself the
permission to yin before you have to go out into the world again.
Tip: Honour the unfolding.
Taurus:
There's something magical about coming home to yourself. It's
helping you uncover deeper truths about yourself and discover
the jewels hidden deep within. What if there is more to the song
you've been singing when you are in your own company? Or
the poems you've been writing since you were 17 years old?
Your guides are urging you to honour the gifts you were too
afraid to acknowledge in the past. Taurus, step into the light.
Tip: Honour the gifts you were too afraid to acknowledge in
the past.
Gemini:
This is a time of uncertainty, Gemini (I know what you're
thinking: “Tell me something new, genius!”). It's easy to lose
your sense of purpose or feel like your entire world is being
turned upside down. You may or may not be able to be able to
control what’s happening in the multiverse. But you can
certainly bring a sense of peace and balance into your own
being. So breathe. Five deep breaths in, five deep breaths out.
Observe the fluidity and the spaces in between. They will bring
you back to the present and remind you of the transient nature

of everything.
Tip: Every time your mind takes you to a dark place, breathe and
come back to the present moment.
Cancer:
The cards are bringing your attention to the creative projects that
have been in the incubation stage for a long time. What are you
waiting for, Cancer? A big, fat signboard that says, “The time is right”?
Be aware of how your own fears and inhibitions are keeping you
from shining your light on the world. You have already reached stage
#9. Stage #10 will require a giant leap of faith from your side. Trust
that you have the strength and resources required to make your
dreams come true. Oh, and while you're at it, stop using the lack of
perfection as an excuse!
Tip: Step into your light. Overcome the fear of being 'exposed'.
Leo:
Pain lives in our DNA. Trauma lives in our DNA. Not all of our
patterns are a result of our own experiences. Some of them have
been handed down to us by our parents and their parents. Use your
time away from the matrix to meditate; to look within. This will help
you gain a better understanding of the ancestral patterns that have
been holding you back, whether it's guilt or shame.
Tip: The change starts with you.
Virgo:
Things you need to learn while in quarantine: “No” is a complete
sentence. Some of you may feel like the workload has increased
rather than reduced (because your boss believes you're available
24/7). To add to that, there are chores at home that need your
constant attention. So how does one balance the personal with the
professional while setting time aside for self-care? If you feel like
you're not being able to look after yourself in the manner you'd like
to, it's time to set certain boundaries. To repeat what we said earlier:
“No” is a complete sentence.

Tip: Setting certain boundaries will help you take care of yourself.
Libra:
Deja boo: a person (sometimes unfamiliar) with whom you just
feel connected in a way that transcends the boundaries of space
and time. Who are 'your people', Libra? We're talking about the
folks who don't need words to understand where you’re at and
what you’re going through. Your time away from the matrix is
giving you major perspective on your interpersonal relationships.
Honour and acknowledge your soul ties.
Tip: Honour and acknowledge your soul ties.
Scorpio:
Looking for ways to deepen your meditation? Visualise yourself
as a pillar of light connecting the heavens to the Earth. As this
radiant beam of light makes its way down your body, imagine it
activating your chakras and transforming you into a rainbow
bridge. Scorpio, you are a conduit for creativity and a medium for
the divinity to express itself. Become aware of any epiphanies or
‘aha’ moments you may have in the process, as this is guidance
from your higher self. PS: you are becoming more connected to
your intuition than you ever have.
Tip: Visualise yourself as a pillar of light.
Sagittarius:
The message is repeating itself, Sagittarius. The only thing you
need to fear is fear itself. What's keeping you from making that
bold move or believing that your dreams have the power to
become a reality? Get out of your own way, wild one. Know that
Spirit is working with and through you to manifest your best life.
So put your worries and anxieties in a box and surrender them to
the divine.
Tip: Confront your fears.
Capricorn:
There are times when you feel alone—so very alone—and are

convinced there is nobody out there looking out for you.
But this is just an illusion, Capricorn, a limitation created
by your conscious mind. Today, allow yourself to look
beyond the veil.  Tapping into the power of your
subconscious will help you realise that you have an entire
army of angels, guides, and ascended masters who are
looking out for you.
Aquarius:
If you've gotten into the habit of putting the needs of
others before your own, the cards are urging you to turn
your attention back to you. There's only so much you can
fill from an empty cup. Given the current state of affairs,
getting out for your morning run may be an impossible
task. But that doesn't mean you can't soak in the sun on
your terrace as you devour your favourite book cover-to-
cover. Two words: adapt and adjust. Cultivate new self-
care rituals that make you feel nourished inside out.
Tip: It's okay to put yourself first.
Pisces:
Sometimes it feels like you are exactly where you started,
that your life is going in circles or that you have made
zero progress. There's a good chance you are being hard
on yourself, Pisces. Zoom in and out of your current
reality to gain perspective on what's going on. Know that
you did what you thought was right in those moments
and you are enough. Some of you may be feeling
disillusioned by the state of affairs. Truth is, there's a lot
happening behind the scenes that you are unaware of.
So continue to send light and hold space for the world to
heal and evolve. We will make it together to the other side,
wild one.
Tip: Your contribution matters.

Former Beatles
collaborator Cy
Tucker dies from
coronavirus
London, Mar 25 (PTI):
Musician Cy Tucker, well
known for performing with
The Beatles, has passed away
due to coronavirus. He was 76.

According to Liverpool
Echo, Arthur Kerevan, a close
friend of the musician, said
Tucker fell ill with COVID-19
infection on Saturday after a
show.

Tucker, who had health
issues including heart
problems and diabetes, passed
away from the virus on
Tuesday.

His family paid a tribute to
the musician, saying the loss
was more heartbreaking as it
was the deadly virus that took
him. “As a family we are
devastated at the sudden loss of
our husband, father-in-law,
grandad, brother and friend
who touched so many lives
through music. What makes
his loss even more
heartbreaking is the fact that
it could have been so easily
avoided had it not been for
coronavirus.

“In less than a week we
have gone from having a
healthy and energetic man to
one who is no longer here,” the
family members said in a
statement.

Ex-NFL Star Larry Johnson Alleges Charles
Barkley & Others Used Coronavirus To

Cover Up Child Abuse Charges

Photography veteran Nemai Ghosh dies at 86

Stream of the Day: Sofia Coppola’s ‘Bling Ring’
Knows What It’s Like to Feel Disconnected

Kolkata, Mar 25 (PTI): Veteran photographer
Nemai Ghosh, who had a long association with
directing great Satyajit Ray, passed away at a
city hospital on Wednesday morning here, his
family said. He was 86.

Nemai Ghosh, who was admitted to SSKM
Hospital a couple of days ago, died of cardiac
arrest at around 11.30 am, his photographer
son Satyaki Ghosh told PTI.

Nemai Ghosh had been suffering from age-
related ailments for past few years.

Most known for working with Satyajit Ray
as a still photographer who captured the master
craftsman in different moods at sets besides
framing actors as they faced camera for over
two decades, Nemai Ghosh debuted with “Goopy

Gyne Bagha Byne” (1969) and was with Satyajit
Ray till his last film “Agantuk” (1991).

Satyajit Ray’s son, director Sandip Ray said
Nemai Ghosh’s death is a “personal loss” for
him. “Nemai kaku (uncle) had been visiting our
home and became part of family since 1968.
Baba used to like him very much,” he said.

Sandip Ray’s wife and costume designer
Lolita Ray said they are “deeply saddened” over
Nemai Ghosh’s death.

A Padma Shri recipient, Nemai Ghosh had
also penned books such as “Manik Da: Memoirs
of Satyajit Ray”, which are invaluable references
for Ray enthusiasts.

He also served as a jury member at the 2007
National Film Awards.

Sofia Coppola’s satirical crime
comedy is now streaming on
Netflix and remains an
overlooked triumph for the
director.

With readers turning to
their home viewing options
more than ever, this daily
feature provides one new
movie each day worth
checking out on a major
streaming platform.

The most iconic moment of
Sofia Coppola’s 2013 satirical
comedy “The Bling Ring”
arrives at the 27-minute mark.
Nicki Moore (Emma Watson) is
smoking a joint in a friend’s
room while trying on designer
clothing. She has recently
learned that her friends
Rebecca (Katie Chang) and
Marc (Israel Broussard) have
broken into Paris Hilton’s
home and stolen shoes and
handbags. Nicki, chronically
impatient and desperate for
attention, turns to her friends
and says, “I wanna rob.”
Watson’s delivery has all the
lackadaisical ignorance of a
five-year-old asking for too
many sweets. Here’s a teenage
girl so obsessed with the rich
and famous that she’s
oblivious to the illegal
implications of what she’s
saying. It’s one of the great line
readings of the last decade and
the perfect microcosm of
Coppola’s study of teenage
disconnection.

“The Bling Ring,” now
streaming on Netflix, world
premiered at the 2013 Cannes
Film Festival to mixed reviews.
Coppola’s script was an
adaptation of a flashy Vanity
Fair article about a group of
teenagers who robbed the
homes of Hollywood
celebrities. The source
material, plus the involvement
of up-and-comer A24 (fresh off
the hypnotic debauchery of
“Spring Breakers”), suggested
“The Bling Ring” might be a
sensationalistic dive into
fame-obsessed youth —
Coppola’s 21st century “Marie
Antoinette.” But that’s not the
movie she delivered. “The

Bling Ring” feels oddly calm
and dispassionate during its
90 minute running time, as if
Coppola made a crime movie
but removed the energy and
tension. The film Coppola made
isn’t fun or exciting; it’s cold
and detached and it
fundamentally understands
what it feels like to be a
disconnected teenager.

Disconnection runs
rampant through “The Bling
Ring,” so much so that even the
eponymous gang doesn’t
actually appear to be friends.
The vapid Rebecca befriends
Marc because he’s new in
school and will go along with
her illegal schemes just to fit
in. Marc is disconnected from
himself, a gay teenager who is
closeted to his parents but can
be himself in Rebecca’s
pseudo-glam world. Party girl
Chloe (Claire Julien) is only
around because she knows a
promoter who can get
everyone into nightclubs
populated by Paris Hilton.
Nicki is a cellphone-attached
zombie who only comes alive
when she can occupy the far
outskirts of Hollywood
celebrity life. She’s so
disconnected that the
outskirts feel like the
epicenter.

Coppola matches the
disconnect among her
protagonists in her visual
approach, which forces a
distance between the viewer
and the characters. To watch
“The Bling Ring” is to be
removed from the subjectivity
of its teenagers. Working with
cinematographer Harris
Savides, Coppola often holds
the camera from afar and
without movement, a
filmmaking choice that makes
“The Bling Ring” an
observational watch and not
an experiential one. Coppola
blocks an emotional
connection from forming
between the viewer and her
characters, which robs even
the film’s most eventful
moments from feeling
essential.

Take Marc’s first criminal
act with Rebecca, a nighttime
crusade outside of a high
school party in which the two
steal money from unlocked
cars. The scene feels
painstaking in its
normalization of what is
surely an anxiety-inducing
event for Marc. The camera
follows the teens without
much of a pulse and Coppola
relies on diegetic sounds over
a score to keep the energy flat.
Coppola’s car crime feels as
mundane as teenagers
walking to school. It’s a risky
choice on Coppola’s part, as
her visual sense could bore
those viewers looking for a
rush, but it’s a skillful one in
cutting to the core of her
characters’ emptiness. The
unsettling reality of “The Bling
Ring” is how these teens aren’t
excited by their actions. They
remain soulless through their
criminal endeavors, and that’s
a tone intensified by Coppola’s
visual sense.

Perhaps the most
memorable shot in “The Bling
Ring” is the long take that
captures the teenagers
breaking into the home of “The
Hills” star Audrina Patridge.
Coppola films the robbery
through an establishing shot of
Patridge’s home. The camera
never cuts into the home to
follow the action. A slow push
creeps toward the home as the
everyday sounds of a Los
Angeles evening grow louder.
The home resembles a
dollhouse, the characters small
figurines. It’s perhaps the
most least involving robbery
scene in cinema, but Coppola
isn’t here to glorify or
empathize the rush of being a
teenage criminal. Her lens
becomes a critical window to
witness the disconnection of
her characters.

Coppola ends her film by
beating her theme on the nose.
Nicki is being interviewed by
a reporter and stresses that
she wants to be a
humanitarian following her
arrest for robbery.

Former NFL standout Larry Johnson
shared a conspiracy theory involving

the coronavirus pandemic and multiple
celebrities who have allagedly used the
virus to cover up child abuse allegations. He
specifically mentioned Charles Barkley‘s
COVID-19 test results in a tweet about the
wild theory.

During his playing days,
Johnson was known as a hard-
hitting running back who
displayed incredible toughness
on the field. He is best
remembered for his time with
the Kansas City Chiefs but
played with three other teams
including the Miami Dolphins.
The 40-year-old has gained
online notoriety in recent years
for sharing many conspiracy
theories that involve athletes,
actors and other celebrities he believes are
tied to the Illuminati. Earlier this month,
former NBA All-Star and current TNT
analyst Charles Barkley put himself into
quarantine after falling ill. Barkley believed
he may have contracted COVID-19 and was
tested for the virus. Johnson alleged on
Twitter that the one-time NBA MVP did not
have the disease but was involved with a
string of celebrities who had self-isolated
to hide charges of child abuse.

The former running back shared a
screenshot of a theory that claimed
multiple celebrities and government
officials had been arrested and were now
putting themselves in quarantine to hide
from the public. “Tom Hanks was arrested

48hrs ago for pedophilia and he is currently being
kept in a hotel room in Australia refusing to fly back
to USA,” the screenshot read. “Next celebrity arrests
will be Celine Dion, Madonna, Charles Barkley, Kevin
Spacey…all will claim coronavirus infections.”

Johnson had grown impatient waiting for the
results of Barkley’s test and tweeted this along with
the screenshot of the conspiracy theory.

“Charles Barkley was supposed to give the
results to his Covid-19 test 4 days ago. Make this
not true and post the results or say something,”
Johnson wrote.

The tweet which was sent to his 110,000
followers received 2,000 likes, 680 retweets and
149 comments. One of which was from former MLB
star Lenny Dykstra who implicated Oprah Winfrey
along with Barkley and Hanks.

“I’m guessing the Round Mound has not gotten
back to you. I don’t expect to hear back from
@tomhanks or @oprah,” the former Philadelphia
Phillies player commented.

As reported by USA Today, Barkley later revealed
his test results for COVID-19 came back negative.

Last week, Winfrey responded to salacious
rumors that her home had been raided by police.


