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seConD Day of CM’s poklok-kaMrang toUr 
CM inaugurates Child empowerment 

Center at poklok Denchung
aaron rai
gangtok, 14 Jan:

On the second day of his three-
day tour of his constituency 

Poklok-Kamrang, Chief Minister 
PS Tamang met the people of 
Poklok Denchung GPU, Salghari 
GPU and Tinik Chisopani GPU at 
Poklok Nandugaon village block 
administrative centre. 

Before interacting 
with the public, the Chief 
Minister unveiled a statue 
of Mahatma Gandhi at the 
Village Administration Center 
in Nandugaon and a Child 
Empowerment Center at Poklok 
Denchung. 

The Child Empowerment 
Center at Poklok Denchung is 
one of the first in the country 
and aims at protecting the 
rights of the child. The main 
aim of this centre is to provide 
children a safe space to express 
themselves. 

Additionally, this centre will 
foster the child to actively take 
part in Bal Sabhas introducing 
them to Bal panchayats and 
other village level events which 
can help shape the children’s 
future. 

This village level Child 
Empowerment Unit aims at 
contributing towards the well-
being of the children by guiding 

them in various aspects like 
counselling, rehabilitation and 
developmental support thereby 
creating mass awareness on 
child protection. 

This centre will highlight 
the effective, preventive and 
responsive measures by 
highlighting children’s voice 
to be one of the major policy 
makers of the state hence 
establishing a child friendly 
space.

Following this, the CM met 
the people of 17 wards under 
the three GPUs.

He handed over a total of 34 

jhora work orders and cheques 
for  compensation against 
natural calamities to the 
beneficiaries of the GPUs. 

In addition, 4 
beneficiaries also received 
Kishan Credit Card (KCC) 
loan amounting to Rs. 1 Lakh 
through hands of the Chief 
Minister.

He also handed over 
a sum of Rs 3 lakh to the 
Panchayat President of 
Poklok-Denchung GPU for 
the upliftment of the unit.

“The CM likes to 
communicate directly with the 

people. The former government 
also did this but only before 
elections,” said Political 
Secretary to the Chief Minister, 
Jacob Khaling.

He said that the objective 
of the programme was to solve 
all the problems of the people. 
The by-election results in 
Poklok-Kamrang showed that 
the people were suffering and 
wanted change, he added.

Mr Khaling said that the 
present government will 
solve the huge water shortage 
problem in and around Namchi 
and Namthang.

Covid claims one more life, 
sikkim’s toll reaches 130

sUMMit report
gangtok, 14 Jan: 

Sikkim’s COVID-19 
related death 

toll reached 130 on 
Thursday with novel 
coronavirus claiming 
the life of a 54-year-old 
lady from Namnang, 
Gangtok. She passed 
away at around 10 AM on 
Wednesday, 13 Jan, due to 
COVID pneumonitis and 
cardiac pulmonary arrest.

In his daily health 
bulletin on Thursday, 
Health Department 
State IEC Officer, 
Sonam Gyaltsen Bhutia, 
confirmed that the 
death is being recorded 
as a COVID death 
with co-morbidities 
since the patient was 
also suffering from 
hypertension. 

The patient was 
admitted to the COVID-
dedicated STNM 
Hospital after testing 
positive for COVID-19 on 
10 January.

In the meanwhile, the 
number of active cases 
of novel coronavirus 
in Sikkim dropped 
substantially down to 
162 with the recovery 
of 155 patients from 
the facility and home 
isolation in the last 24 
hours. 144 of these 
recoveries were from the 
Central Jail at Rongyek, 
where following an 
outbreak, 221 inmates 
had tested positive. At 
present, only ten inmates 
are still positive and the 

rest have recovered.
The total number of 

recovered patients of 
COVID-19 in Sikkim has 
now further improved 
to 5,624, giving Sikkim 
a recovery rate to 
93.56%. 

Sikkim’s tally of 
confirmed cases has 
now reached 6,011 
with seven fresh cases 
of novel coronavirus 
detected in the last 
24 hours. There are 
currently two patients 
in the ICU facility at 
STNM Hospital.

Mr Bhutia informs 
that of the seven 
new cases, five were 
reported from East 
District, one from 
West District and one 
from South Sikkim. 
The seven cases were 
picked up from the 
testing of 217 samples 
on Wednesday, of 
which four were found 
in testing of 166 
samples via RT-PCR 
and three from rapid 
antigen testing of 41 
samples.

Among the cases 
reported from in and 
around the capital 
are one person from 
AG Quarters in Upper 
Shyari, one from 
Development Area, one 
from 5th Mile-Tadong 
and one from Dukpa 
Golai-Ranka. 

Meanwhile, one 
person from Sajong, 
Rumtek, who is 
admitted in STNM 

Hospital, was also 
found positive for 
COVID-19. Likewise, 
one person from 
Thangsey Road near 
NIT Rabongla in South 
District and one person 
from Dentam in West 
District were also found 
positive for COVID-19.

Govt bans entry of poultry imports
sUMMit report
gangtok, 14 Jan:

The State Government has banned the entry of poultry and poultry products 
from outside the state for a period of one month.
A notification issued by the Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Services 

Department today informs that the ban is being put in place to prevent the 
spread of Avian Influenza or Bird Flu in the state. 

petrol, diesel prices hiked 
again, scale new highs
new Delhi, Jan 14 (pti): Petrol and 
diesel prices on Thursday were hiked 
by 25 paise per litre each, the second 
straight day of increase in rates that 
took the prices to new highs.

Petrol now costs Rs 84.70 per litre 
in Delhi and diesel is priced at Rs 74.88, 
according to a price notification from 
oil marketing companies.

This is the second straight day of a 
price increase. Rates were hiked by 25 
paise each on Wednesday after a five-
day hiatus.

In Mumbai, the price of petrol was 
increased to Rs 91.32 a litre from Rs 
91.07 previously, while diesel rates 
went up from Rs 81.34 to Rs 81.60 per 
litre.

Petrol price is at a record high in 
Delhi and is just a shy away from the 
highest ever rate of Rs 91.34 in Mumbai.

Diesel price in Mumbai is at an all-
time high.

State-owned fuel retailers -- Indian 
Oil Corporation Ltd (IOC), Bharat 
Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL) and 
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Ltd 
(HPCL) -- had on January 6, resumed 
daily price revision after nearly a 
month-long hiatus.

Rates were hiked on two consecutive 
days - totalling 49 paise for petrol and 
51 paise for diesel - before they hit a 
pause button again.

The price increase cycle resumed 
on Wednesday, after international oil 
prices rose to their highest level since 
February 2020, before the coronavirus 
outbreak in China began spreading 
across the world, forcing lockdowns 
that shaved off demand.

Rates, however, eased a bit on 
Thursday with Brent down 11 cents 

to USD 55.95 per barrel while NYMEX 
light sweet crude was down 10 cents at 
USD 52.81.

The highest ever rate of diesel in 
Delhi was touched on October 4, 2018, 
when it touched Rs 75.45 a litre mark. 
On that day petrol was priced at Rs 84. 
In Mumbai, the highest level for petrol 
was also on the same day when it scaled 
to Rs 91.34.

The government had responded 
to the situation in October 2018, by 
cutting excise duty on petrol and 
diesel by Rs 1.50 per litre in a bid to 
ease inflationary pressure and boost 
consumer confidence. Alongside, 
state-owned fuel retailers cut prices 
by another Re 1 a litre, which they 
recouped later.

Though petrol and diesel rates are 
to be revised on a daily basis in line 
with benchmark international price 
and foreign exchange, government-
controlled fuel retailers have been 
moderating rates since the pandemic 
broke out.

This after they adjusted a Rs 13 per 
litre hike in excise duty on petrol and Rs 
15 a litre on diesel, against a decrease in 
the retail selling price that was warranted 
by crude oil prices falling to an average of 
USD 19 per barrel in April.

Excise duty totals Rs 32.98 per litre 
in petrol and Rs 31.83 in diesel. VAT in 
Delhi totals to Rs 19.32 a litre on petrol 
and Rs 10.85 on diesel.

With international oil prices 
rebounding from the lows of April, 
retail rates in India too were revised. 
Since May 2020, petrol price has risen 
by Rs 15.04 per litre and diesel by Rs 
12.59 a litre, price notifications of oil 
companies showed.
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Cleanliness drive 

organized at rangpo

sUMMit report
gangtok, 14 Jan:

A c l e a n l i n e s s d r i v e 
was organized at 

Rangpotoday which 
was supervised by the 
Rangpo Police Station, 
in collaboration with 
All Taxi Drivers’ Welfare 
Association, Rangpo 
and other NGOs, a press 

release informs.
The business 

communities, drivers 
and local residents 
came forward in the 
cleanlinessdrive.SDPO 
Rangpo and SHO Rangpo 
also participated and 
supervised the cleanliness 
drive. Rangpo Fire Station 
also supported the drive.

GPCS mourns demise 
of Reeya Lepcha

sUMMit report
gangtok, 14 Jan:

Government Pharmacy 
College Sajong 

(GPCS), Sikkim, has 
mourned the passing 
away of footballer Reeya 
Lepcha, a press release 
informs.

Reeya had been 

undergoing treatment 
for brain tumorsince 
2019 and passed away 
on 08 Jan, 2021.

Shewas a talented 
young footbal ler  who 
represented Sikkim 
at  the national  level 
and was a  member 
of  Dentam Girls 

Footbal l  Academy 
since 2017.  

“The GPCS family 
expressestheir heartfelt 
condolences to the 
bereaved family and 
prays to the almighty 
to give them enough 
strength for this great 
loss,” the release states.

fund raising campaign forram 
Mandir launched in sikkim

sagarCHHetri
gangtok, 14 Jan: 

Shri Ram Janmabhoomi 
Teerth Kshetra 

[SRJTK], Sikkim has 
started its campaign, 
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi 
MandirNirman-Nidhi 
S a m a r p a n A b h i y a n 
to raise funds for the 
construction of Ram 
Mandir in Ayodhya on 
the occasion of Makar 
Sankranti on Thursday. 

Governor, Ganga 
Prasad launched the 
campaign in a function 
held at Raj Bhawan today.

Addressing a press 
conference here this 
afternoon, SRJTK Sikkim 
coordinator, DrMadan 
Mani Dhakal stated 
that Ram Mandir at 
Ram Janmabhoomi in 
Ayodhya has been finally 

possible after a struggle 
of 492 years and many 
years of fight in the court 
of law. He mentioned 
that the foundation stone 
of the mandir was laid 
by the Prime Minister 
NarendraModi on 05 
August 2020. 

“Many people have 
been coming forward 
to build the mandir but 
it has been decided to 
involve contribution 
of every person of 
the country in the 
construction of the 
Mandir to give them a 
sense of belongingness 
whenever they visit the 
Mandir. Ram Mandir in 
Ayodhya is a national 
asset of the country,” he 
said.

On the same, he 
mentioned that SRJTK 

has startedcollecting 
voluntary contributions 
in the country for the 
construction of the 
temple in Ayodhya 
wherein people can 
contribute any amount.

SRJTK finance 
head, Somnath Pandey 
mentioned that donation 
against coupons of Rs 
10, Rs 100 and Rs 
1,000 will  be accepted 
and a receipt will  be 
provided to donors 
who want to donate 
more than Rs 1,000. 
He mentioned that 
SRJTK teams will 
go to every village 
of Sikkim during this 
15-day campaign and 
hopes to reach out to 
atleast 50,000 families 
in the State under this 
campaign.

Pema SHG sets up incense 
manufacturing centre 

Wangchuk Bhutia
Mangan, 14 Jan: 

Pema Self Help Group of 
Malling inaugurated 

a manufacturing 
center for incense 
sticks [dhoop] at 
Malling, North 
Sikkim on the eve of 
MagheySakrantiwhich 
falls on 14 Jan, 2021.

B h a v i s h y a 
B h a r a t ( N G O ) , 
a development 
organization trained 
a 30-member team 
including 12 members 
of the SHG under 
R i n g h i m N a m p a t a m 
GPU, during the second 
week of Dec, 2020.

This training 
programme was 
supported by National 
Bank for Agriculture 
and Rural Development 
(NABARD), Gangtok, 
East Sikkim. Trainees 
were also provided 
certificates.

Chief guest of 
the program was 

ZillaPanchayat, Mark 
Tshering Lepcha who 
thanked Bhavishya 
Bharat for improving 
the livelihood of 
rural women through 
different off-farm and 
in-farm livelihood skill 
development trainings in 
North Sikkim.

The SHG was asked 
to start production 
of incense sticks and 
assured that there will be 
no problem of marketing 
in the district.

Also present were 
Panchayat President, 
R i n g h i m N a m p a t a m 
GPU, Sherap Bhutia, 
DGM, NABARD, 
Ramesh Kumar, APM 
RMD Department, Joint 
Director, Horticulture 
Department and 
Officials of Bhavishya 
Bharat NGO working 
under partner 
agencies including 
TeestaUrja Limited 
(Govt. Of Sikkim 
Enterprise)

Darjeeling receives first 
batch of Covishield vaccines

smritakhawas
Darjeeling, 14 Jan:

Six hundred shots 
of Covishield 

vaccine arrived today 
in Darjeeling district 
hospital. 

CMOH of Darjeeling 
district hospital,P 
Acharya said, “600 shots 
of Covishield Covid-19 
vaccine arrived today 
in Darjeeling district 
hospital. From 16 Jan 
the vaccination is going 
to start in Darjeeling 
district hospital and 
the vaccines have been 
kept in a safe space in 
Darjeeling hospital.”

“We will start the 
vaccination as scheduled 
by higher authorities. It 
has been directed that 

maximum 100 people 
will get the vaccine per 
day. We have made all 
the preparations as 
needed in the hospital 
for vaccination. After the 
vaccine is given to the 
patient, we will observe 
them for half an hour 
before giving the vaccine 
to the next batch,” he 
said.

Second dose of 
vaccine will be given 
to the patients after 
4 weeks of the first 
vaccine. 

Chairman of 
Gorkhaland Territorial 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
AnitThapa said, 
“Covishield vaccination 
will begin on 16 
Jan, 2021 in various 

hospitals in the GTA 
region. To clear any 
confusion and hesitation 
people might have about 
the vaccine, I myself will 
go to the Kalimpong 
District Hospital to get 
the vaccine. Along with 
me, GTA Chief Secretary, 
Surendra Gupta will 
also be vaccinated. 
Similarly, the first 
vaccine will be given to 
Secretary, Darjeeling 
District Hospital,David 
Pradhan and Executive 
Director, Health 
Department, Kurseong 
Hospital,SamdenDukpa.
The second dose of the 
vaccine will be given 
after 28 days.Remember, 
two doses of the vaccine 
should be taken.”

WhatsApp scrambles as users in 
big Indian market fret over privacy

sankalp phartiyal
new Delhi, 14 Jan 
(reuters): WhatsApp 
is battling mistrust 
globally after it updated 
its privacy policy to let 
it share some user data 
with parent Facebook 
and other group firms, 
and the backlash risks 
thwarting its ambitions 
in its biggest market, 
India.

Though WhatsApp 
has yet to see mass 
uninstalls of its 
app in India, users 
concerned about 
privacy are increasingly 
downloading rival 
apps such as Signal 
and Telegram, research 
firms say, propelling 
them higher on the 
download charts 
and putting those 
apps ahead of their 
ubiquitous rival in India 
for the first time.

The reaction in India 
- where 400 million 
users exchange more 
messages on WhatsApp 
than anywhere in the 
world - has forced 
the messaging app to 
unleash an advertising 
blitz costing tens of 
millions of rupees 
this week in at least 
10 English and Hindi 
newspapers.

“Respect for your 
privacy is coded into 
our DNA,” WhatsApp 
said in one newspaper 
announcement.

It said its privacy 
policy update “does 
not affect the privacy 
of your messages with 
your friends and family 
in any way”. WhatsApp 
has also said that the 
changes to the privacy 
policy are only related 
to users’ interactions 
with businesses.

When asked for 
comment, WhatsApp 
referred Reuters to its 
published statements 
on privacy.

The media campaign 
- similar to one it ran two 
years ago when it was 

facing criticism in India 
for not doing enough 
to curb disinformation 
- underscores the 
severity of the crisis 
for the world’s most 
popular messaging 
platform.

Parent Facebook and 
WhatsApp have bet big 
on India and any user 
grumbling could dent 
their plans.

Last year, Facebook 
invested $5.7 billion 
in the digital unit of 
Indian oil-to-tech group 
Reliance - the social 
media giant’s biggest 
deal since its $22 billion 
buyout of WhatsApp in 
2014.

A huge part of the 
India investment hinges 
on a WhatsApp and 
Reliance project to allow 
about 30 million mum-
and-pop store owners 
to transact digitally.

While WhatsApp’s 
payment service, 
approved by India’s 
flagship payments 
processor late last 
year after two years 
of waiting, does not 
fall under the privacy 
policy update, any 
sizeable user shift to 
other messengers could 
mean losing out to well-
entrenched rivals.

CONCERNS ABOUND
Users around the 

world were alarmed 
when WhatsApp said 
on Jan. 4 it reserved the 
right to share some user 
data including location 
and phone number, with 
Facebook and its units 
such as Instagram and 
Messenger.

Even as WhatsApp 
sought to calm fears 
and assure users that 
neither it nor Facebook 
would have access to 
their messages, calls, 
or call logs, the privacy 
policy update triggered 
a storm globally with 
Signal downloads 
swelling as people 
looked for alternative 
messengers.

Signal was the 
most downloaded free 
app in India on both 
Apple’s iOS and Google’s 
Android outpacing 
WhatsApp, according to 
internet research firm 
Top10VPN.

Downloads of Signal 
in India jumped to 
7,100,000 between Jan. 
5 and Jan. 12, from about 
15,000 days earlier, 
according to analytics 
firm Sensor Tower. 
Telegram downloads 
surged 40% while 
WhatsApp downloads 
fell 30% in the period.

Manish Khatri, 
a Mumbai based 
smartphone seller, 
said many of his 
customers were asking 
if WhatsApp could read 
their messages.

Indian startups have 
also been quick to react.

“Here in India 
WhatsApp/Facebook 
are abusing their 
monopoly and taking 
away millions of users’ 
privacy for granted,” 
Vijay Shekhar Sharma, 
chief executive of 
Alibaba-backed fintech 
Paytm, said on Twitter.

“We should move on 
to @signalapp NOW. It 
is up to us to become 
victim or reject such 
moves.”

MobiKwik, another 
digital payments 
firm, had begun using 
WhatsApp for business 
communication but 
has decided to shift to 
Google and Signal, its 
boss said.

“I’m making 
myself unavailable 
on WhatsApp and 
I’ve advised senior 
executives to do the 
same,” MobiKwik CEO 
Bipin Preet Singh told 
Reuters.

W h a t s A p p ’ s 
payments system in 
India competes with 
the likes of Paytm 
and MobiKwik as well 
as Google Pay and 
Walmart’s PhonePe.

Delhi poultry markets to open after 
samples test negative for Bird flu

New Delhi, 14 Jan [PTI]: 
The Ghazipur poultry 
market and others that 
were closed in Delhi 
as a precautionary 
measure in view of an 
Avian Influenza outbreak 
will be reopened, Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
has said
The January 9 order, 
which also imposed 
restrictions on import of 
chicken from other states, 
was reversed hours after 
Delhi Animal Husbandry 
Unit confirmed that bird 
flu has not been detected 
in the poultry samples 
sent from the city.

“It means there is no 
spread of avian influenza 
in poultry birds in 
Delhi,” senior Animal 
Husbandry Unit officer 
Rakesh Singh said.

The order by 
Delhi’s three civic 
bodies -- banning the 
sale, processing and 
packaging of poultry in 
their jurisdiction -- will 
also be reversed today, 

Union Animal Husbandry 
Minister Giriaj Singh 
said.

He made the 
statement after meeting 
Delhi Deputy Chief 
Minister Manish Sisodia 
and city mayors.

On Wednesday, the 
BJP-governed agencies 
had warned hotels and 
restaurants against 
serving egg-based dishes 
or poultry meat and 
threatened with licence 
suspension if they fail to 
comply.

The confirmation 
that there is no Avian 
Influenza outbreak in 
Delhi’s poultry farms 
comes as a major 
relief for hundreds of 
farmers who trade at the 
Ghazipur chicken market 
- Asia’s largest.

It also allays fears 
of Delhi’s meat eaters, 
who had moved away 
from the protein to avoid 
potential transmission of 
the zoonotic disease. This 
despite central and state 

advisories assuring that 
eggs and chicken could 
be safely consumed after 
they were fully cooked as 
the virus is sensitive to 
heat.

Criticising the 
decision to close the 
Ghazipur market 
“without testing”, 
Union minister Giriraj 
Singh blamed the AAP 
government of spreading 
“panic in a 500-km area”.

“All orders to close 
poultry markets and ban 
sale will be revoked by 
evening. I request that 
no state takes a decision 

that creates panic. I hope 
that Delhi government’s 
decision to reopen 
Ghazipur Mandi would 
reassure people across 
the country,” Mr Singh 
said.

Delhi had sent 104 
samples to a Jalandhar-
based lab, and the results 
arrived on Wednesday 
evening.

“Of these, 100 
samples were collected 
from 35 poultry birds 
in the Ghazipur market. 
All samples have tested 
negative for bird flu,” 
Animal Husbandry Unit 

officer Rakesh Singh 
said, adding that bird 
flu was suspected in the 
remaining four samples 
of Heron birds taken 
from a park.

They have been 
sent to Bhopal for 
confirmation, he said.

Bird flu has been 
confirmed in 10 states, 
including Delhi, Haryana, 
Uttar Pradesh and 
Rajasthan, prompting 
culling of birds, and the 
centre summoning state 
officials to examine the 
availability of animal 
vaccines in the country.

Have  a story to sHare? 
email us: news@summittimes.com
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the Brand factory red zone saleis here!

gangtok, 14 Jan:

It’s an Annual Clearance 
Sale like never before, 

with the biggest of offers 
to make your fashion 
shopping red, hot and 
smashing. So get ready 
to paint the town red 
with the best of brands 
available at the best of 
offers, only at the Brand 
Factory Red Zone!

With irresistible 
offers like Buy 5 @ 
Rs.999/- from top 
national fashion brands, 
you just can’t stop 
shopping at the Red 
Zone. On from 13 to 
21 Jan, 2021 only, the 
countdown to fashion 
shopping has already 
begun, so get ready to 
grab the most of it!

Also enjoy other 

exclusive Red Zone 
offers that include Buy 
3 @ Rs.999/- on Ladies 
Bottom wear; Buy 2 
@ Rs.999/- on Men’s 
Shirts / Trousers; Buy 

2 @ Rs.1399/- on Men’s 
Denims… all this and 
much more!

Choose from a wide 
range of fashion wear 
from our participating 

brands that include: 
DJ&C, Pink ‘n’ Blue, 
Ateesa, Lee Cooper, 
Spunk, Buffalo, Shyla 
and Knighthood. Just the 
perfect way to start the 

New Year – setting new 
trends and making way 
for new beginnings!

CEO ¬– Suresh 
Sadhwani, Brand Factory 
says - “We are happy 
to introduce some 
really exciting offers at 
the Red Zone Sale. We 
hope that maximum 
customers benefit from 
the special offers during 
this period; making 
fashion shopping a 
worry-free experience 
for them. The enhanced 
safety measures taken 
across our stores 
offer the much-needed 
reassurance to all our 
customers, because 
at Brand Factory we 
offer big discounts on 
shopping but absolutely 
no discount on safety!”

Bright Academy toddlers 
introduced to non-fire cooking 

sUMMit report
rangpo, 14 Jan:

The nursery section 
of Bright Academy, 

Khalpara [Siliguri], 
organised a non-fire 
cooking activity as part 
of its online class today. 

The children made 
their favorite snack, 
“Jhalmuri,” with help 
and guidance of their 
teachers who were with 
them online, a press 
release inform.

For the today’s 
activity, both the teachers 
as well as the children 
were dressed as chefs. 

UCWSS gears up for silver jubilee celebration

sUMMit report
gangtok, 14 Jan: 

United Christians 
Welfare Society 

of Sikkim [UCWSS] 
convened a meeting 
at Shiloh Church, 
Singtam on Thursday, 
which was chaired by 
the UCWSS president, 
E l d e r P a t r u s G u r u n g . 
The meeting decided 
to celebrate the 
silver jubilee of the 
organisation in April this 
year and constituted an 

organising committee 
for the silver jubilee 
celebration. 

The meeting 
appointed Minister, 
LN Sharma, MLA, GT 
Dhungel and Political 
Secretary to the 
CM, Jacob Khaling 
as patrons and RB 
Ghishing [Captain Jojo] 
as the coordinator of 
the committee. 

Likewise, the 
meeting handed over 
various responsibilities 

of the celebration to 
Elder DorcasTamang, 
B i m a l L a m i c h a n e y , 
Dinesh Tamang and 
Pastor Gazmer and 
Elder Lila Pradhan as 
prayer coordinator and 
Pastor Isaac Chettri as 
cultural coordinator, it 
is informed. 

The meeting 
has also given 
responsibilities to 
Pastor MahendraSewa, 
Pastor Samuel and 
Elder PukarGurung to 

prepare a documentary 
film.

In his address, 
the UCWSS president 
congratulated everyone 
on the completion of 25 
years of the organisation 
and presented the 
silver jubilee calendar 
of the organisation 
to participants in 
the meeting. He also 
expressed gratitude to 
the State government 
and the Chief Minister 
for providing land 

for the prayer tower 
and other projects 
for the Christians 
of Sikkim in a short 
period of forming the 
government.

The meeting started 
with the opening 
prayer by Pastor 
RoshanChettri and 
welcome address by 
UCWSS general secretary, 
Rev Peter Samsher and 
ended with the closing 
prayer by Pastor Daniel 
Sotang.

Black Cat Division 
organizes Veterans’ Meet

sUMMit report
gangtok, 14 Jan:

A Veterans’ Meet was 
organised by Black 

Cat Division today to 
celebrate and pay tribute 
to Ex-Servicemen on 
Veterans Day. 

A press release 
informs that the event 
was attended by veterans, 
veer naris and next of 
kins of those who made 
the supreme sacrifice, 

and also provided them 
with a single platform to 
resolve their concerns.

More than 100 
veterans act ively 
partic ipated in  the 
event .  To enhance 
their  awareness 
regarding latest 
schemes and 
welfare measures 
undertaken by the 
Army, a series of lectures 
were organised. 

In addition, stalls 
were set up to provide 
on-the-spot solution and 
support to the invitees. 
All the veterans and the 
veer naris attending were 
also felicitated during the 
event.

General Officer 
Commanding, Black 
CatDivision interacted 
and thanked veterans for 
their dedication to the 
Nation. 

ahead of Covid vaccine rollout, 
Centre sends rulebook to sates

new Delhi, 14 Jan 
[nDtV]: Two days to 
go for the rollout of 
the Covid vaccines, the 
Centre circulated the dos 
and don’ts for vaccination 
to the states this evening. 
The rollout on Saturday 
is expected to cover 3 
lakh healthcare workers 
across 3,006 sites across 
the country.

Vaccination is 
allowed only for those 
who are above the age 
of 18 years, the Centre 
said. Women who are 

pregnant or not sure 
of their pregnancy and 
lactating mothers should 
not receive the vaccine.

The Centre also said 
that interchangeability of 
vaccine is not permitted. 
The second dose of the 
vaccine should also 
be of the one that was 
administered as first 
dose.

Both vaccines cleared 
by the country’s drug 
regulator -- Serum 
Institute’s Covishield 
and Bharat Biotech’s 

Covaxin -- are two-dose 
vaccines which have to 
be administered at a 28-
day gap.

There is also a strict 
protocol for people who 
contracted the virus.

Vaccination will have 
to be deferred for four 
to eight weeks after 
recovery of patients with 
active Covid symptoms, 
those who have been 
given plasma therapy, 
and those who are unwell 
and hospitalized for any 
other reason.

Budget session of parliament from January 29
new Delhi, Jan 14 
(pti): The Budget 
session of Parliament 
will begin on January 
29 with the address 
of President Ram 
Nath Kovind to the 
joint sitting of both 
the Houses and the 
Union Budget will be 

presented on February 
1.

A communication 
from the Lok Sabha 
Secretariat said on 
Thursday that the 
session would conclude 
on April 8.

In order to 
enable the standing 

committees to consider 
the Demands for Grants 
of ministries and 
prepare their reports, 
the Houses will 
adjourn on February 
15 and meet again on 
March 8.

Lke the previous 
session, both the 

Houses are likely to 
sit in shifts with Rajya 
Sabha meeting in the 
forenoon and Lok 
Sabha in the evening as 
part of health measures 
adopted due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Sources said the 
Question Hour would 

take place in the 
Budget session. In the 
previous session, the 
Question Hour was not 
taken up due to paucity 
of time as both Houses 
met for four hours each.

But a final decision 
would be taken soon, the 
sources said.

CoViD-19: india records 16,946 new cases
new Delhi, Jan 14 
(pti): India’s COVID-19 
caseload increased 
to 1,05,12,093 with 
16,946 infections being 
reported in a day, while 
recoveries have surged 
to 1,01,46,763, according 
to Union health ministry 
data updated on 
Thursday.
The death toll has 
increased to 1,51,727 
with 198 new fatalities, 
the data updated at 8 am 
showed.
The number of people 
who have recuperated 

from the disease has 
surged to 1,01,46,763, 
pushing the national 
COVID-19 recovery 
rate to 96.52 per cent, 
while the COVID-19 case 
fatality rate stands at 
1.44 per cent.

The COVID-19 active 
caseload remained 
below three lakh. There 
are 2,13,603 active 
coronavirus infections 
in the country which 
comprise 2.03 per cent 
of the total caseload, the 
data stated.

India’s COVID-19 

tally had crossed 20 lakh 
on August 7, 30 lakh on 
August 23, 40 lakh on 
September 5 and 50 lakh 
on September 16.

It went past 60 lakh 
on September 28, 70 lakh 
on October 11, crossed 
80 lakh on October 29, 
90 lakh on November 20 
and surpassed the one-
crore mark on December 
19.

According to the 
Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR), 
18,42,32,305 samples 
have been tested up to 

January 14 with 7,43,191 
samples being tested on 
Wednesday.

The 198 new 
fatalities include 70 from 
Maharashtra, 26 from 
Kerala, 18 from West 
Bengal, 15 from Uttar 
Pradesh and 11 from 
Delhi.

A total of 1,51,727 
deaths have been 
reported so far in the 
country, including 50,221 
from Maharashtra 
followed by 12,242 from 
Tamil Nadu, 12,152 from 
Karnataka, 10,718 from 

Delhi, 9,993 from West 
Bengal, 8,529 from Uttar 
Pradesh, 7,134 from 
Andhra Pradesh and 
5,463 from Punjab.

The health ministry 
stressed that more 
than 70 per cent of the 
deaths occurred due to 
comorbidities.

“Our figures are 
being reconciled with the 
ICMR,” the ministry said 
on its website, adding that 
state-wise distribution 
of figures is subject to 
further verification and 
reconciliation.

Nagaland receives first consignment of COVID-19 vaccine
kohima, Jan 14 (pti): 
Nagaland on Thursday 
received its first 
consignment of 26,500 
doses of COVID-19 
vaccine, an official said.
The vials arrived from 
Delhi at Dimapur Airport 
in an aircraft, he said.

“We have received the 
first batch; 50 per cent 
is required for the first 
phase of the vaccination 
drive, which will be 
launched on January 

16,” Principal Director 
of Health Department, 
Vizolie Suokhrie, told 
reporters here.

Nagaland will 
join the nation in the 
official launch of the 
vaccination programme 
on January 16 in the 
presence of Chief 
Minister Neiphiu Rio, 
which will be held right 
after Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi kicks off 
the campaign in Delhi at 

9 am, he said.
Suokhrie said it will 

be carried out in four 
phases in the state the 
first two being free of 
cost starting with 19,690 
health workers in both 
government and private 
sectors.

In the second phase, 
around 30,000 frontline 
workers, including 
police, administration 
and sanitation personnel, 
would be inoculated, the 

official said.
People aged above 

50 years, numbering 
around 3,49,757 as per 
the electoral rolls, will 
receive the vaccine in the 
third phase.

Allaying fears and 
misconceptions about 
the side effects of the 
vaccine, Suokhrie said 
only mild reactions such 
as body pain and fever 
might occur.

“It is not easy to 

develop a vaccine, and 
without fully asserting 
the efficacy, it would 
not have been used on 
humans. All vaccines are 
safe,” he asserted.

The first two 
phases of vaccination 
would be carried out 
in 1,206 immunisation 
sites, including district 
hospitals, primary health 
centres and community 
health facilities across 
the state.
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Don’t Camouflage 
Male Chauvinism

The #MeToo campaign is important 
because the deck was always 
been loaded against women

The #MeToo campaign is now more than two years in 
the past but significant still. It ripped the fig leaf off 

the ugly preying that women across the world have been 
subjected to for far too long. While sexual assault and abuse 
are clearly criminal offences, the #MeToo campaign seeks 
to address not just the obvious instances of such abuse but 
also the more complicated situations and assaults in which 
centuries of internalizing convinces even the victims that 
they might have hinted consent or led the perpetrator on. 
But now that even such grey zones have been more clearly 
defined, and a clearer understanding established about 
what constitutes abuse, why consent in necessary, and 
most importantly, that even the Mighty will fall if they are 
called out, the serial abusers, who have traditionally been 
protected by their positions or social and financial standing, 
have much to fear. They now stare at a situation where they 
could not only lose their “reputation” but also the positions 
which brought them the courage and entitlement to force 
themselves on women. 

The #MeToo campaign was desperately required because 
there is a dangerous regression underway across the world 
and misogyny and patriarchy are on the ascendant. The 
society at large needs to thank the women who started the 
process of calling out their pigs and forcing people to address 
the problem and confronting the madness manifesting in 
men in positions of power, influence and privilege.

This was one of the reasons why the Trump victory in 
USA was so deplorable, and one more reason why his loss 
now offers more reason to celebrate. Given the American 
dominance of mass media, even if one does not understand 
the American electoral processes, elections there are 
closely followed. When a man who brags about grabbing 
women by their pussies gets elected President of the US of 
A, every entitled male chauvinist out there gains strength 
and mutates into an even uglier version of himself. And 
not just in USA, because the US elections tend to set off a 
trend. So, while the eight years before Trump were about 
an inspirational pursuit of change and inclusiveness, now 
it is about regression and paranoia, instincts which have 
ingrained deep and at risk of even the Donald not being in 
office anymore unlikely to dull those tendencies anytime 
soon. When a person with the obnoxious sexism of Donald 
Trump manages to win, apart from imperiling the rights of 
all the women in USA, he also delivers the packaging within 
which disgusting worldviews and offensive sexism can not 
only be packaged and peddled, but also consumed without 
guilt. Invoke nationalism, paint a threat to an old/ imagined 
way of life and anything, no matter how false or patently 
disagreeable, can be circulated and sold. Think the Capitol in 
Washington being overrun by those their sulking president 
sees as “patriots.” Closer home, think Padmaavat. The 
movie, an obnoxiously jingoistic celebration of stereotyping 
and misogyny gets protested by the most stereotypically 
misogynist of groups for being, let’s say, too liberal and 
permissive. The alleged distortions and the claimed ode to 
Rajput valour and womanhood - everything ended up just 
being in the head. But noise was made and noise was heard. 
And when the sham – of the movie – was called out for the 
patriarchy it celebrated, the club slapped down hard. That 
is what we have become and that is what we needed to be 
saved from, which is why #MeToo is important.

Once the language of insular patriarchy becomes 
commonplace, there will be enough of us with regressive 
streaks to lend our shoulders to it and lower the bar for the 
new normal. It goes without saying that women’s rights, 
even the basic ones which will secure them equality, have 
been compromised and sabotaged so effectively over the 
centuries that we have internalized the denigration to such 
an extent that every step forward has to be struggle, battled 
for, argued and defended. It was already an uphill battle 
until regression received its new packaging in traditions 
and identity politics. When the laws refuse to see women as 
equals, social conduct cannot be expected to do any better 
than feed them to sexual predators and look away. But 
#MeToo is forcing us to notice how widespread this malaise 
has become, how too many have been traumatized. May be 
now we can effect some change…

nurses report ptsD symptoms Due 
to the pandemic – Here’s Why

ann HeMingWay
theconversation.com

Nurses have been putting 
themselves in harm’s way every 

day since the pandemic began. But 
as coronavirus spreads rapidly in 
the UK, it has become clear that 
those in intensive care units are now 
under more pressure than others.

Hospitals are nearing capacity 
in many parts of the country, and in 
some regions temporary mortuaries 
have been set up as hospital 
morgues begin to overflow.

At the end of 2020, a leaked email 
revealed that the Royal London 
Hospital was operating in “disaster-
medicine mode” and unable to 
provide high-standard critical care. 
Cases have only risen since then.

This situation has been brewing 
for a while. When the pandemic 
struck the UK, the National Health 
Service in England was already 
short of 40,000 nurses due to 
lacking government investment, 
inadequate workforce planning 
and the ongoing mass exit of nurses 
from the profession.

Now, on top of these pre-existing 
workforce issues and high rates 
of infection, hospitalisation and 
deaths, nurses are also grappling 
with widespread staff sickness due 
to COVID-19.

PRESSURE ON INTENSIVE CARE
The recognition of how highly 

skilled and essential nurses truly 
are has only now begun to dawn on 
some people, including healthcare 
leaders.

Working in an ICU requires 
a unique skill set, which makes 
it difficult to fully staff the units 
when they are so busy. Some non-
specialists have been re-deployed to 
critical care from other areas, but all 
these staff need special training and 
supervision, causing further stress 
for the already overstretched ICU 
nurses.

The standard ratio for ICUs is 
usually one nurse per critically 
ill patient. But in response to the 
pandemic, guidelines have changed 
so that one nurse can be expected 
to care for up to four patients 
depending on the nature of their 
illness.

This means at any one time, 
there may not be enough people 
on hand to safely turn patients in 
bed, resulting in joint pain and back 
injury.

The physical strain of wearing 
PPE for long shifts, which among 
other things prevents nurses from 
being able to drink or eat, only adds 
to the burden for staff.

PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAUMA
Nursing as a profession has 

developed models and theories to 
underpin care, which help maintain 
standards and ensure that nurses 

are able to offer emotional support 
and comfort to those they care for.

Witnessing people dying 
without the support of loved ones 
is particularly emotionally stressful 
and directly challenges nurse’s 
professional standards of care.

Being forced to make constant, 
impossible choices about priorities 
is heart-breaking for nurses. Many 
have spoken out about how the 
high rate of COVID deaths, which 
sometimes results in multiple 
patients losing their lives within one 
shift, is deeply traumatic for staff. 
Some have described working in 
an ICU as being like stepping into a 
war zone. It’s no surprise, then, that 
a new study has found that 40% of 
ICU staff in England are suffering 
from symptoms consistent with 
PTSD.

Feelings of not being able to 
control what is happening to them 
or those they care for can result in 
toxic workplace stress which has 
a measurable negative impact on 
health and wellbeing. The mental 
health of nurses working under this 
pressure is already deteriorating 
and can result in long-term 
psychological damage.

HARD WORK FOR LITTLE 
REWARD

We should not forget that 
nursing is not a well-paid job, with 
many nurses earning below the 

median salary for the UK.
Low pay is the most common 

reason cited by nurses for wanting 
to leave the profession. There seems 
little doubt that the combination of 
the pandemic with stress, declining 
standards and low pay will lead to 
further departures.

Speaking out about these 
challenges is not easy for nurses – the 
NHS in England is currently under 
a level 4 national incident which 
means all official communication 
to the public and the media is 
supposed to be controlled centrally. 
This leaves many to suffer in silence.

Throughout the pandemic, 
nurses and other essential workers 
have been described as “heroes”. The 
Clap for Our Carers movement from 
the UK’s first lockdown, designed to 
help the public give public thanks 
to frontline pandemic workers, has 
been brought back for 2021 under 
the new title, Clap for Heroes.

But nurses are not heroes. 
They are technically expert 
professional carers with unique 
skills. Clapping is a poor 
substitute for allowing them the 
freedom to speak up about the 
concerns they may have about 
their own health and wellbeing and 
those they care for.

[the writer is Professor of Public 
Health, Bournemouth University]

How Government Spending Goes to 
Certain Voters – And Shapes Inequality
JeeVUn sanDHer
theconversation.com

Governments face pressure in 
the years ahead to ramp up 

social security payments to help 
people affected by the coronavirus 
pandemic. However, in the UK, it has 
historically been voters who support 
the parties of government who get 
the money. My research, outlined 
in a paper awaiting full review, 
shows how this redistribution 
has contributed to inequality and 
poverty over the years.

Images posted by parents of the 
meagre food parcels they have been 
given in lieu of school meal vouchers 
have been a stark illustration of this 
trend.

As a result of spending decisions 
based on voter demographics, child 
poverty has risen over the past 
decade while pensioner poverty 
remained stable. Put simply, 
the Conservatives rewarded the 
pensioners (and high-income non-
pensioners) who voted for them 
while levying cuts on the low-
income parents who did not.

Electoral competition and 
redistribution used to be a simpler 
matter. Low-income voters could 
be expected to support left-wing 
governments, who gave them 
higher social security payments in 
return, while higher income voters 
supported right-wing parties, 
who rewarded them with tax cuts. 
Middle-income voters generally 
held the casting vote. Margaret 
Thatcher’s Conservatives, for 
example, reduced taxes for middle 
and high-income voters while 
cutting social security payments for 
all those on low incomes, including 
pensioners.

The times – and electoral 
coalitions – then began to change. 
When New Labour came to power, 
electoral coalitions were no longer 
divided solely by income. Age and 
whether you were a parent began 
to play a role. New Labour did still 
increase taxes on the rich but didn’t 
increase social security payments 
for everyone on low incomes. 
Labour prime minister Tony Blair 
promised “to end child poverty”, 
while Gordon Brown promised to 
do the same for pensioners, but they 
did not promise to end all poverty. 
Child and pensioner poverty 
subsequently fell between 1997 and 
2010 whereas poverty among non-
parents actually rose.

More complex electoral 
coalitions would remain after New 
Labour left power. In a striking 
change from the Thatcher era, the 

Conservatives made it clear that 
they “would not touch pensioners” 
when they came to office in 2010. 
This commitment did not, however, 
extend to others on low incomes. 
Almost all of their subsequent social 
security cuts hit non-pensioners. 
Since 2010, pensioner poverty 
has remained stable whereas non-
pensioner poverty has begun to rise. 
Child poverty, in particular, has been 
growing as low-income parents 
experienced cuts to social security.

ONE EYE ON THE BALLOT BOX
These changes in poverty were 

driven by government spending 
decisions. Politicians always have 
one eye on the next election and 
they know taxation and social 
security policies are among the 
most powerful tools a government 
can use to win votes. Citizens 
reward incumbents with their vote 
when they feel like government 
decisions have made them better 
off. Indeed, David Laws, a Liberal 
Democrat cabinet minister in the 
coalition government, said he 
believed that the Conservatives did 
not cut pensions precisely because 
they viewed older voters as “a key 
electoral target”.

IDENTIFYING A VOTER BASE
We can tell which voters are a 

priority for governments by looking 
at the electoral coalitions that 
brought them to power. To show how 
these electoral coalitions changed, I 
measured the difference between 
the proportion of pensioners and 
non-pensioners, by income level, 
that voted for the Conservative-led 
government in 2010 and Labour in 

1997.
I measured votes for the 

Conservative-led government 
by weighing the votes for the 
Conservatives and Liberal 
Democrats in line with the number 
of seats each party won in 2010 
(84% Conservative, 16% Liberal 
Democrat). Using votes only for the 
Conservative party in the calculation 
would also give almost identical 
results.

Nearly all pensioners were more 
likely to vote for the Conservative-
led government in 2010 than they 
were New Labour in 1997. Of the 
working-age population, only those 
on high incomes were more likely 
to vote for the parties that ended up 
forming the coalition government. 
Middle and lower-income non-
pensioners were less likely to vote 
for them.

The Conservatives then 
channelled money through the 
taxation and social security system 
to the groups that voted for them.

HOW ELECTORAL DECISIONS 
SHAPE LIVES

We can see the impact of this 
strategy when we look at the 
combined effect of government 
changes to taxation and social 
security payments on people’s 
incomes between 2011 and 2019.

High-income non-pensioners 
who were more likely to 
vote for the Conservative-
led government received tax 
cuts and, similarly, pensioners 
received higher social security 
payments. Middle and lower-
income non-pensioners, who 

were less likely to support the 
Conservatives, had their social 
security payments dramatically cut.

The effects of this redistribution 
were large. Tax cuts for high-income 
voters and social security cuts for 
low-income non-pensioners led 
to a substantial rise in inequality 
and poverty. By calculating what 
each person would have earned 
if there hadn’t been a change in 
government in 2010, I estimated 
the impact that electoral incentives 
had on the evolution of inequality 
and poverty. I found that, had there 
been no change in government in 
2010, inequality would be lower 
and 784,000 fewer people would be 
in poverty.

Crucially, however, the 
Conservatives did not treat all low-
income people alike. They had a 
clear electoral incentive to reward 
pensioners, who were more likely to 
have voted for them. Their reward 
was higher pensions that stopped 
pensioner poverty rising. There 
would, however, be a quarter of 
a million fewer children living in 
poverty had there been no change in 
government in 2010.

This research shows spending 
decisions often relate heavily to 
which voters brought a government 
to power. As much as we’d like to 
see a massive boost for people left 
destitute by this pandemic, post-
crisis spending decisions may 
actually depend more on what these 
voters demand.

[the writer is PhD Candidate - 
Department of Political Economy, 

King’s College London]
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World’s oldest known cave 
painting found in indonesia

new Delhi, Jan 14 
(pti): Archaeologists 
have discovered the 
world’s oldest known 
cave art -- a life-sized 
picture of a wild pig 
that was painted at least 
45,500 years ago in 
Indonesia.

The cave painting 
uncovered in South 
Sulawesi consists of a 
figurative depiction of 
a warty pig, a wild boar 
that is endemic to this 
Indonesian island.

The finding, 
published on Wednesday 
in the journal Science 
Advances, also 
represents some of the 
earliest archaeological 
evidence for modern 
humans in the region.

“The Sulawesi warty 
pig painting we found 
in the limestone cave 
of Leang Tedongnge is 
now the earliest known 
representational work 
of art in the world, as far 
as we are aware,” said 
Professor Adam Brumm 
from Griffith University 
in Australia.

“The cave is in a 
valley that is enclosed 
by steep limestone cliffs, 
and is only accessible by 
a narrow cave passage 
in the dry season, as the 
valley floor is completely 
flooded in the wet 
season,” said Brumm.

He noted that 
the isolated Bugis 
community living in this 
hidden valley claim it had 
never before been visited 
by Westerners.

The researchers 

noted that the Sulawesi 
warty pig painting, dated 
to at least 45,500 years 
ago, is part of a rock art 
panel located above a 
high ledge along the rear 
wall of Leang Tedongnge.

“It shows a pig with 
a short crest of upright 
hairs and a pair of 
horn-like facial warts 
in front of the eyes, a 
characteristic feature 
of adult male Sulawesi 
warty pigs,” Brumm said.

“Painted using red 
ochre pigment, the pig 
appears to be observing a 
fight or social interaction 
between two other warty 
pigs, he added.

The previously oldest 
dated rock art ‘scene’ at 
least 43,900 years old, 
was a depiction of hybrid 
human-animal beings 
hunting Sulawesi warty 

pigs and dwarf bovids.
It was discovered by 

the same research team 
at a nearby limestone 
cave site.

Basran Burhan, an 
Indonesian archaeologist 
and Griffith University 
PhD student, who led the 
survey, said that humans 
have hunted Sulawesi 
warty pigs for tens of 
thousands of years.

“These pigs were 
the most commonly 
portrayed animal in the 
ice age rock art of the 
island, suggesting they 
have long been valued 
both as food and a focus 
of creative thinking and 
artistic expression,” 
Burhan added.

The team sampled 
the art for Uranium-
series dating, a technique 
to determine the age 

of calcium carbonate 
materials.

“Rock art produced 
in limestone caves can 
sometimes be dated 
using Uranium-series 
analysis of calcium 
carbonate deposits 
(‘cave popcorn’) that 
form naturally on the 
cave wall surface used 
as a ‘canvas’ for the art,” 
said Professor Maxime 
Auburt from Griffth 
University.

It was this mineral 
deposit that, after careful 
removal by Aubert, 
yielded an age of 45,500 
years, indicating that the 
rock art scene had been 
painted sometime prior 
to this.

A second Sulawesi 
warty pig image, from 
Leang Balangajia, 
another cave in the 

region, was dated to at 
least 32,000 years ago.

The scientists have 
now dated multiple 
examples of early rock 
art in Sulawesi, including 
depictions of animals and 
narrative scenes that are 
outstanding both for the 
quality of their execution 
and rarity worldwide.

“We have found and 
documented many rock 
art images in Sulawesi 
that still await scientific 
dating,” said study 
co-author Adhi Agus 
Oktaviana, a researcher 
from Indonesia’s leading 
archaeological research 
centre ARKENAS.

“We expect the 
early rock art of 
this island to yield 
even more significant 
discoveries, Oktaviana 
added.

Assam 
reports 53 
fresh COVID 
cases, one 
more death
guwahati, Jan 13 (pti): 
Assam’s COVID-19 death 
toll increased to 1,065 
with one more person 
succumbing to the 
disease on Wednesday, 
while 53 new positive 
cases took the tally to 
2,16,743, a bulletin 
issued by the National 
Health Mission said.

Forty patients have 
recovered from the 
disease during the 
day, pushing the total 
number of cured people 
to 2,12,672.

Assam now has 3,003 
active cases, the bulletin 
said adding that three 
patients have migrated 
out of the state.

It said that 1,347 
coronavirus positive 
patients have died due 
to other reasons.

The state reported 
53 new cases out of 
12,297 tests conducted 
at a positivity rate of 
0.43 per cent. The total 
number of such tests so 
far is 62,26,872.

CBI raids premises of 
business associates of coal 
scam accused in Kolkata

kolkata, 14 Jan [pti]: 
Officials of the CBI’s 
anti-corruption branch 
on Wednesday raided 
the premises of several 
businessmen believed 
to be close associates of 
Anup Majhi alias Lala, 
the alleged kingpin of the 
illegal coal trading racket 
in the Asansol-Ranigunj 
belt of West Bengal, 
sources in the agency 
said.

The officials 
conducted search 
operations at 10 places, 
including offices and 
residences of those 
businessmen, the 
sources said.

The CBI is of the 
view that thousands 
of crores of rupees 
have been involved 
in the scam, arising 
out of illegal mining 
from abandoned 
mines of Eastern 
Coalfields Limited 
(ECL), and part of the 
crime proceeds was 
transacted through 

the hawala route, for 
which the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) has 
joined the probe.

The ED on Monday 
raided 12 premises 
across West Bengal-
residences and offices 
of people who are 
considered close to 
Majhi.

The CBI on November 
28 last year carried out a 
massive search operation 
at 45 locations in four 
states after registering 
a case against Manjhi 
who was suspected to be 
acting in collusion with 
two general managers 
and three security 
personnel of the ECL.

The searches were 
spread across West 
Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand 
and Uttar Pradesh.

The CBI has also 
issued a look-out notice 
against Majhi to ascertain 
is whereabouts as his 
interrogation is vital for 
the probe.

Mizoram logs seven new CoViD-19 cases
aizawl, Jan 14 (pti): 
Mizoram reported seven 
new COVID-19 cases 
in the last 24-hours, 
taking the state’s tally to 
4,310, an official said on 
Thursday.

Of the seven fresh 
cases, six were reported 
from Aizawl district 
and one from Lawngtlai 
district, he said.

The official said 
that 864 samples were 
tested in the last 24 

hours and six cases were 
confirmed at Zoram 
Medical College’s RT-PCR 
laboratory while one case 
was detected through 
Rapid Antigen Test from 
Lawngtlai district.

Five patients have 
travel history, he said, 
adding that all the 
seven patients are 
asymptomatic.

Mizoram now has 
101 active COVID-19 
cases, while 4,200 people 

have recovered from the 
virus.

The COVID-19 death 
toll in the state so far is 
nine.

The state has tested 
1,90,042 samples for 
coronavirus till date, 
of which 2.27 per cent 
were found positive for 
COVID-19.

The COVID-19 
recovery rate in the state 
is 97.45 per cent, he 
added.

odisha reports 222 new 
CoViD-19 cases, 1 fresh fatality

Bhubaneswar, Jan 
14 (pti): Odisha’s 
COVID-19 tally rose to 
3,32,763 on Thursday 
as 222 more people 
tested positive for 
the infection, while 
one fresh fatality 
pushed the state’s 
coronavirus death 
toll to 1,896, a health 
official said.

As many as 127 
new cases were reported 
in quarantine centres, 
while 95 fresh infections 

were detected during 
contact tracing, he said.

Angul district 
registered the highest 
number of new cases 
at 28, followed by 
Sundergarh (24) 
and Jharsuguda (23) 
districts, the official.

Fifty-three patients 
have died due to 
comorbidities so far, he 
said.

Khurda district, 
under which 
Bhubaneswar falls, 

has so far reported 
332 fatalities, followed 
by Ganjam (248) and 
Sundergarh (169), the 
official said.

Odisha now has 2,192 
active c a s e s ,  w h i l e 
3 ,28,622 people 
have recovered from 
the disease so far.

T h e  s t a t e  h a s 
s o  fa r  t e s t e d  ove r 
7 2 . 9 2  l a k h  s a m p l e s 
fo r  C OV I D - 1 9 , 
i n c l u d i n g  30,168 on 
Wednesday.

three new CoViD-19 cases push 
andamans tally at 4,969

port Blair, Jan 14 
(pti): Three more 
persons tested positive 
for COVID-19 in 
Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands, pushing the tally 
in the Union Territory to 
4,969, a health official 
said on Thursday.

The fresh cases were 
detected during contact 
tracing, he said.

The death toll 
remained at 62 as no 
new fatality due to the 
infection was reported in 
the last 24 hours.

Five more patients 

were cured of the disease 
in the last 24 hours, 
taking the total number 
of recoveries in the 
archipelago to 4,891, the 
official said.

The union territory 
now has 16 active 
COVID-19 cases and all 

the cases are in South 
Andaman district.

The Andaman and 
Nicobar administration 
has conducted 1,98,478 
sample tests for 
COVID-19 so far, and the 
positivity rate stands at 
2.50 per cent, he added.

Turkey urges 
‘review’ of 
US sanction 
decision 
over S-400s
ANKARA, Turkey (AP): 
A top Turkish official is 
calling on the new U.S. 
administration to engage 
in a dialogue with Turkey 
and to review a decision 
to sanction the country 
over its purchase of an 
advanced Russian air 
defense system.

That request comes 
even though Washington 
has made clear that there 
can be no waiver of the 
sanctions until Ankara 
disposes of the Russian 
technology.

Speaking to 
reporters late 
Wednesday, Turkish 
Defense Minister 
Hulusi Akar would 
not be drawn into a 
question on whether 
Turkey would consider 
disposing of the 
Russian S-400 system 
amid U.S. pressure. 
But he said he was 
hopeful that a solution 
can be found “through 
common sense before 
coming to that point.”

Akar also said 
talks with Russia on 
acquiring a second 
consignment of the 
S-400 were continuing.

In December, 
the United States 
sanctioned four 
Turkish officials under 
a U.S. law known as 
CAATSA, which is 
aimed at pushing back 
on Russian influence. 
The sanctions, which 
also included a ban on 
export licenses to to 
Turkey’s Presidency 
of Defense Industries, 
were the first time the 
law was used to punish 
a NATO ally.

Earlier, Turkey 
was also kicked out of 
the U.S. F-35 stealth 
jet program, due to 
concerns that the 
Russian technology 
would jeopardize the 
safety of the fighter 
jets.

The sanctions 
deepened a rift between 
Washington and Ankara 
which have been at 
odds over a variety of 
issues, including Turkish 
military actions in Syria 
and elsewhere.
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Championship at Halfway: Miracles at 

swansea and a rooney-led revival
Ben fisHer
london, 14 Jan 
[theguardian]: Things 
could soon get snug at 
the summit but, for now, 
leaders Norwich have 
a four-point advantage 
over Swansea, where 
Steve Cooper continues 
to work minor miracles. 
For Daniel Farke the 
good news is that in 11 of 
the past 12 seasons, the 
team top at Christmas 
have clinched promotion. 
The bad news? For their 
rivals, it is that they 
are not yet at full tilt. 
Norwich have the same 
manager and almost an 
identical team to the 
one that secured this 
crown two years ago – 
the Tottenham loanee 
Oliver Skipp has slotted 
into midfield – but it 
is largely a tried and 
trusted formula; Tim 
Krul in goal, Max Aarons 
marauding into the box, 
Emi Buendía pulling off 
preposterous passes, and 
Teemu Pukki putting the 
ball in the net.

Bournemouth, too, 
seem to have plenty 
left in the tank and in 
a revitalised Dominic 
Solanke they are also able 
to lean on a goalscorer 
who is into double 
figures. Brentford are 
purring and a meaningful 
charge from a team 
hungry to go one better 
after losing at Wembley 
in August appears 
inevitable, although 
they will have to utilise 

games in hand following 
a Covid-19 outbreak. 
Ivan Toney, the division’s 
joint-top scorer and Josh 
Dasilva have been among 
the league’s standout 
performers, while 
Vitaly Janelt has proven 
a typically shrewd 
acquisition. Swansea 
attack with a punch 
fuelled by the wing-
backs Jake Bidwell and 
Connor Roberts – one of 
three outfield players to 
have not missed a league 
minute – but also boast 
the meanest defence, 
despite the sale of Joe 
Rodon to Tottenham 
in October. Last season 
Rhian Brewster arrived 
on loan to help Swansea 
gatecrash the play-offs 
and, although Jamal 
Lowe has risen to the 
task of leading the line 
and André Ayew has 
been selfless, another 
goalscorer may be 
required to help them 
over the line.

PLAY-OFF CHASERS
When Veljko Paunovic 

took his first Reading 
training session four 
days before the season, a 
club that had lost its way 
seemed destined to fail. 
But after a flawless start 
and a winter blip, they 
are poised to continue 
an unlikely promotion 
push, propelled by Lucas 
João and Michael Olise, 
a teenage midfielder 
with an eye for a killer 
pass. The presence of 
Neil Warnock on the 

edge of the top six is 
not so surprising – the 
wily 72-year-old has 
stimulated a sorry-
looking Middlesbrough 
since rescuing them 
last summer. Duncan 
Watmore has been a 
revelation since signing 
in November. Warnock 
couldn’t rack up a record 
ninth promotion, could 
he?

Watford are a 
beacon of instability but 
the spine of the team, 
now led by the former 
Valencia winger Xisco, 
remains familiar. Ben 
Foster, Tom Cleverley 
and Troy Deeney should 
ensure they go close, 
and the arrival of Philip 
Zinckernagel, who scored 
19 goals to help Bodo/
Glimt to the Norwegian 
title, will surely augment 
an underperforming 
attack. Stoke need Rabbi 
Matondo to fill the void 
left by the injured Tyrese 
Campbell to sustain their 
push, while Blackburn, 
recently boosted by the 
return of Bradley Dack, 
have no problems finding 
the net but have been 
inconsistent.

Cardiff are 15th 
under Neil Harris and 
probably the lowest-
placed team with genuine 
play-off aspirations 
but belief is fading and 
pressure mounting 
before Norwich visit 
on Saturday, after four 
defeats in five matches. 
Valérien Ismaël has 

hoisted a youthful and 
buccaneering Barnsley 
from above one dotted 
line to the brink of 
another but the Yorkshire 
club must hold on to Alex 
Mowatt, Callum Styles 
and Cauley Woodrow 
to have a chance of 
maintaining their surge. 
On Saturday Preston 
and Bristol City meet at 
Ashton Gate hoping to 
signal their ambitions 
of going the distance 
after collapsing in recent 
years; Alex Neil’s side 
won two of their final 12 
matches last season and 
the Robins two of 14.

STRUGGLERS
This time last year 

Wayne Rooney was 
acclimatising to life in 
the Derby midfield but, 
after appearing to knock 
the quarterback role on 
the head for good, he 
is cutting his coaching 
teeth at the sharp end 
and trying to prevent 
them from dropping 
into League One. 
Rooney has dragged 
Derby off the bottom 
since taking interim 
charge but they remain 
light in attack – no 
Football League team 
have fewer goals – and 
a protracted takeover 
and unpaid wages 
undermine signs of 
progress.

Sheffield Wednesday 
have been beset by more 
boardroom fireworks 
either side of having 
their 12-point deduction 

halved – they have had 
more managers than 
away wins – but, like 
Nottingham Forest, have 
enough to stride clear 
of danger. The return 
of Charlie Austin, who 
needed only 39 minutes 
to strike in Tuesday’s 
victory at Luton, coupled 
with the craft of Ilias 
Chair and the electric 
Bright Osayi-Samuel 
should cure Queens Park 
Rangers’ attacking woes 
but they have been frail 
for some time and had 
taken eight points from 
the previous available 36. 
Birmingham, who have 
flirted with relegation for 
the past five years, are on 
a rotten run of six defeats 
in seven. Aitor Karanka 
must address their soft 
centre to arrest the slide, 
starting at former club 
Boro.

Rotherham won 
more hearts after taking 
Everton to extra time in 
the FA Cup but have again 
found the going tough in 
the second tier. Wycombe 
are bottom but not adrift 
under Gareth Ainsworth, 
whose wardrobe extends 
to a Guns ’N’ Roses face 
mask and whose squad 
includes a Zimbabwe 
international with 
Admiral Muskwe on 
loan from Leicester. 
“We really believe 
we’re not far off having 
a side that can win 
enough points to keep 
us in the division,” says 
Ainsworth.

‘i’m a realist’: 
Mark Cavendish 
under no illusion 
about his future 
in cycling
W i l l i a M 
fotHeringHaM
london, 14 Jan 
[ t h e g u a r d i a n ] : 
A downbeat Mark 
Cavendish has 
acknowledged he will 
not return to his previous 
level as a sprinter and 
even conceded his 
winter transfer to the 
Deceuninck-Quickstep 
team makes that less 
likely due to the level 
of competition within 
the squad. Speaking for 
the first time since his 
return to the Belgian 
team, Cavendish said that 
2021 will not be “about 
trying to win what I won 
previously. I’m a realist.”

“If I thought I wanted 
to go and race and win 
six stages of the Tour 
de France again I’m 
in fairytale land, and 
it makes it even less 
likely when you come 
to the strongest team 
in the world, the way 
they dominate,” said 
Cavendish, who has won 
30 Tour de France stages 
in his career, the last in 
2016. “I’m not looking to 
hang on to something or 
try to finish my career in 
any fairytale way. I just 
know that I’m still good. 
Even if I’m not winning, 
I can still add something 
to this team.”

In 2020, riding for 
B a h r a i n - M a c l a r e n , 
Cavendish did not 
come close to a win, 
which prompted him 
to joke, when asked on 
Wednesday about the 
current generation of 
sprinters led by his new 
teammate Sam Bennett, 
that he did “not have a 
clue because in the last 
year I haven’t been near 
them”.

Cavendish will be 
36 this year, and has 
struggled to return to 
his best form since being 
diagnosed with Epstein-
Barr virus in 2018, but 
he would not be drawn 
on when his career 
might end, although 
after finishing the Ghent-
Wevelgem classic last 
year he speculated that 
retirement might only be 
weeks away.

“Look how many 
comebacks I’ve done in 
my career. Why not join 
[the team] regardless of 
whether I think it’s my 
last year or 10 years? 
I was at my happiest 
here [at Deceuninck-
Quickstep] so the 
opportunity is a dream 
whether I do one month 
more or 10 years.”

With his status at 
Deceuninck uncertain 
partly due to his form and 
also due to the strength 
of the squad, Cavendish 
would be unsure about 
his goals in any season, 
but with early races 
being cancelled already, 
his race programme has 
yet to take shape.

“Like many riders, I 
just hope the world gets 

back to normality. I don’t 

know my programme yet, 

I haven’t thought about 
it. I’m just glad to be back 
here. The Belgians have 
cycling in their blood and 
I can relate to that.”

the pure joy of watching steph 
Curry return to otherworldly form
anDreW laWrenCe
los angeles, 14 Jan 
[theguardian]: When 
news broke last Friday 
that Seth Curry had 
tested positive for the 
coronavirus, reactions 
were split. On one side, 
you had Philadelphia 
76ers fans bemoaning 
the loss of a key player. 
On the other, you had 
all the doomscrollers 
who had scanned over 
that Woj bomb too 
quickly and assumed 
Steph Curry was the 
sick one. Boy, are we – I 
mean they relieved.

No disrespect to 
Seth, who was having 
his best month as a pro 
before being forced 
into quarantine. It’s 
just that, well, his 
brother Steph is being 
Steph again. After 
missing all but five 
games of the bubble 
season with a broken 
finger, the two-time 
MVP has been under 
considerable pressure 
to produce for a 
Golden State Warriors 
outfit that’s been 
down on nuclear-grade 
firepower since Kevin 
Durant took his talents 
to Brooklyn and Klay 
Thompson tore his 
achilles after missing 
all of last season with 
an ACL tear. A lesser 
talent might have 
buckled under such 
strain. But Curry has 
done just the opposite.

Through the 
season’s first 10 games, 
Curry trailed only 
Washington’s Bradley 
Beal in scoring with 
28.6 points per game 
– a figure boosted in 
large measure by an 
exceptional three-
point shooting touch 

that, these days it 
seems, owes less to 
patrilineal ties to 
Charlotte Hornets all-
time scoring leader 
Dell Curry than to tens 
of thousands of hours 
of reps in the gym.

Just this past Boxing 
Day, Curry made 
himself a trending 
topic after making 
a staggering 105 
straight threes after 
practice – leading to 
the inevitable ribbing 
from his coach. (“He 
choked,” cracked Steve 
Kerr, still the NBA’s all-
time leader in three-
point percentage. 
“Couldn’t make the 
106th one.”) Eight days 
later Curry avenged a 
loss to Portland on his 
home floor by lighting 
up the Blazers for a 
career-best 62 points 
in a scant 36 minutes, 
shooting nearly as 
accurately from inside 
the arc (18 of 31) as 
outside (eight of 16). 
Five days after that 
against the Clippers, 
Curry led the Warriors 
to a furious comeback 
win, shooting nine of 
14 from deep against 
constant double 
coverage.

Curry isn’t just 
catching and shooting 
or letting ‘em rip from 
just inside half court. 
He scores in traffic, 
off screens, with that 
mended left hand. 
Against Portland he 
gave Damian Lillard, 
who set his own 
scoring record with 61 
points against the Dubs 
last January, all the 
work he could handle 
while clapping back 
at critics who have 
dared say the Blazers’ 

All-Star point guard 
is better. Prominent 
in the Greek chorus 
of Curry doubters is 
the former workaday 
center Channing Frye 
who, on his first-rate 
podcast, wondered 
whether the Warriors 
sharpshooter could be 
considered a truly great 
player if he fails to drag 
his shorthanded team 
back to the NBA finals. 
“You know the Jordan 
meme?” Curry said after 
the game. “I take all that 
personally.”

As well he should. 
If ever there were a 
dominant player with 
an unimpeachable 
resume, it’s Curry – a 
repeat MVP and three-
time NBA champion 
whose playoff victory 
over the Oklahoma City 
Thunder would prompt 
that Durant guy to 
switch sides. What’s 
more, he might have 
won two more rings if 
Durant and Thompson 
didn’t go down in the 
2019 finals and his 73-
win juggernaut didn’t 
give up a 3-1 finals 
lead in 2016. There’s 
no question Curry has 
overachieved for a 6ft 
3in wisp of a talent 
who fell to seventh 
overall spot in the 
2009 draft behind the 
likes of Jonny Flynn, 
Ricky Rubio and 
Tyreke Evans. Curry 
has further dominated 
at the next level by 
mastering the game’s 
most far-out shot.

Whereas Kerr made 
a total of 726 threes 
over the course of his 
16 pro seasons at a 
45.4% rate, Curry, the 
sixth-most precise 
longball chucker in 

league history, had 
sunk 2,537 threes at 
a 43.3% clip as of this 
writing, and figures 
to overtake Reggie 
Miller in second place 
on the total makes 
list by season’s end. 
Even more impressive: 
Curry is the only player 
among the league’s 
most accurate distance 
shooters to average 
more than 15.4 points 
for his career. Not only 
has Curry never been 
shackled to a situational 
role in the way shooters 
of his ilk tend to be, 
but one could easily 
see him taking such 
an assignment to keep 
playing into his 40s a la 
Vince Carter. Heck, that’s 
essentially the role to 
which Seth Curry had 
been relegated before an 
eighth-year promotion 
in Philly – where he was 
averaging a personal-
best 17 points and a 
league-leading 59.5% 
from deep before Dat 
Rona pulled him out of 
the lineup – and he’s 
two years younger than 
Steph.

And yet: somehow, 
hoops skeptics still 
aren’t quite sure what 
to make of the Splash 
Brother. They can’t call 
him the best scorer 
because it slights 
Jordan. They can’t call 
him the best point 
guard because it slights 
Magic and Isiah. So 
they call him the best 
shooter, which barely 
scratches the surface. 
Ray Allen was a great 
shooter. Steph Curry is 
a walking, talking cheat 
code whose beyond, 
yes, beyond full-court 
range literally created 
space for the NBA’s 

current offensive boom 
times. He’s right up 
there with Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar (who 
caused the dunk to be 
outlawed when he was 
still Lew Alcindor), 
George Mikan (who 
ushered in the three-
second rule) and Wilt 
Chamberlain (who 
widened the lane). 
Twenty years from 
now, after a four-point 
line or Rock N’ Jock-
style marker has been 
standardized, we’re 
all gonna be talking 
about how Curry – not 
LeBron – should be the NBA’s 
all-time scoring leader.

It was, of course, 
still fun watching 
Jamal Murray and Luka 
Dončić light up the 
scoreboard and make 
significant playoff 
runs while Curry was 
on the mend. And it’s 
been interesting to 
see Lillard and James 
Harden stake their 
respective claims to 
being the fastest gun 
in the West. But when 
Curry is cooking, 
maaan, there isn’t 
much that rivals it for 
spectacle. He’ll make 
you click away from the 
NFL playoff game, or 
track him on a second 
screen. He’ll make you 
gasp as he buries a 
40-footer in transition 
or sinks a half-court 
shot at the buzzer. 
Some nights he’ll do 
it all with a genial, 
mouthguard-grinding 
smile that makes his 
mind-bending physics 
lesson look like the stuff 
of Sesame Street. And on 
others, like Sunday night 
against the Raptors, he’ll 
keep fighting through 
terrible slumps.

‘Inexcusable, a disgrace’: 
Fifa’s damning verdict 

on Yves Jean-Bart
ED AARONS
paris, 14 Jan 
[theguardian]: The 
shocking scale of sexual 
abuse allegations 
at Haiti’s national 
football centre has been 
documented in a Fifa 
report that outlines why 
Yves Jean-Bart has been 
banned from football for 
life. Thirty-four alleged 
victims of sexual abuse at 
the centre by 10 possible 
perpetrators and 
accomplices including 
Jean-Bart, the former 
football federation 
president who has 
consistently denied 
the allegations, were 
identified in a report 
by the players’ union 
Fifpro to Fifa’s ethics 
committee.

The Fifpro report 
formed part of the 
investigation into 
alleged abuses by Jean-
Bart, first revealed 
by the Guardian, at 
the Centre Technique 
National in Croix-des-
Bouquets. It claimed 
that 14 of the 34 were 
alleged victims of Jean-
Bart himself.

Jean-Bart, known 
in Haiti football as 
“Dadou”, was banned for 
life by Fifa in November 
2020. Wednesday’s 
report explains the 
reasons.

The ethics 
c o m m i t t e e ’ s 
adjudicatory chamber 
concluded that Jean-
Bart, who ruled Haitian 
football for more 
than two decades, 
had committed acts 
of “unprecedented 
gravity”.

“Mr Jean-Bart’s 
behaviour is simply 
inexcusable, a disgrace 
for any football official,” 
the chairperson of the 
adjudicatory chamber, 
Mr Vassilios Skouris, 
said. “The pain and 
suffering he has caused 
his various victims of 
sexual harassment and 
abuse cannot even be 
fully comprehended, and 
represents a very dark 
stain on the image and 
reputation of football 
as a sport loved by so 
many, whose principal 
value and credo is ‘fair 
play’.

“While claiming 
that he was developing 
Haitian football, in 
particular women’s 
competitions and 
teams, Mr Jean-Bart 
did the exact opposite: 
he abused his position 
in order to satisfy his 
personal attitude of 
domination over the 
most fragile people, 
destroying the careers 
and lives of young 
promising female 
players.”

The ethics 
committee ruled: “Mr 
Jean-Bart implemented 
and used a network 
of FHF officials 
and personnel who 
would participate in 
the sexual abuse of 
(minor) players at 
various degrees of 
involvement, such 
as perpetrators, 
facilitators or 
accomplices.”

After allegations of 
sexual abuse by Jean-
Bart were published 
by the Guardian in 
April, Fifa’s ethics 
committee conducted a 
detailed investigation 
lasting almost six 
months that included 
hiring an independent 
IT consultancy 

company to use Open 
Source Intelligence 
(OSINT) techniques 
to validate some of 
the alleged victims’ 
claims using mobile 
phone data. According 
to the decision of 
the adjudicatory 
chamber, that enabled 
investigators to 
corroborate several 
occasions where “young 
female players visited the 
[hotel], one of the alleged 
locations where the 
sexual abuse apparently 
occurred”.

In the final report 
from the investigatory 
chamber, the panel 
heard statements from 
two alleged victims of 
Jean-Bart, one of whom 
detailed her experiences 
after being selected to 
play for Haiti Under-
17s. “President Yves 
Jean-Bart called me on 
the phone to ask me to 
come and see him,” she 
said. “When he arrived 
he gave me a pack of 
panties. I said ‘thank you’ 
and when it was time 
to leave he offered me 
to stay with him in his 
room. He told me to stay 
with him and suddenly 
pulled me towards him. 
And I pushed him and he 
fell on his bed. And back 
at the centre, it was as if 
I no longer exist in the 
eyes of everyone.”

Another alleged 
victim described when 
she had to sit next to Jean-
Bart in the back of a car. 
“Throughout the trip, Mr 
Jean-Bart kept touching 
me,” she said. “And I 
always pushed him away 
to leave me alone. From 
that day on, every time 
he sees me on the court 
he never stops telling me 
that I will never progress 
to the centre and he will 
never lift a finger in my 
favour to help me in 
anything.”

An alleged 
victim told Fifpro 
investigators: “I feel 
that it is my whole 
life that Mr Jean-
Bart has shattered. 
I was admitted to 
the centre with the 
dream of becoming a 
professional player 
who graduated. In the 
end, this dream never 
came true. I didn’t 
even finish my studies, 
because I didn’t agree 
to sell my body to Mr 
Jean-Bart.”

The Fifpro report 
alleged that there was 
“sufficient evidence” to 
suggest the centre “was 
being used as enticement 
for minor football players 
coming from poor 
backgrounds who were 
groomed and threatened 
into sexual abuse”.

Fifa’s three-person 
panel was also of 
the opinion that the 
allegations of sexual 
abuse “seem to be of a 
more cooperate/cartel 
organisation”.

Jean-Bart has 
consistently protested 
his innocence and last 
month reiterated in a 
Daily Mail interview his 
plan to take his case to 
the court of arbitration 
for sport. He argued 
in his closing oral 
statement to the panel 
that “in Haiti there is 
no ‘culture of rape’ or 
of sexual abuse”. But 
the panel found that 
his claim the FHF was 
“being robbed as a 
consequence of the ‘plot’ 
against him” was “very 
difficult to conceive”.
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australia to kill pigeon that 
crossed pacific from oregon
CanBerra, australia 
(ap): A racing 
pigeon has survived 
an extraordinary 
1 3 , 0 0 0 - k i l o m e t e r 
(8,000-mile) Pacific 
Ocean crossing from the 
United States to find a 
new home in Australia. 
Now authorities consider 
the bird a quarantine risk 
and plan to kill it.
Kevin Celli-Bird said 
Thursday he discovered 
the exhausted bird that 
arrived in his Melbourne 
backyard on Dec. 26 had 
disappeared from a race 
in the U.S. state of Oregon 
on Oct. 29.

Experts suspect the 
pigeon that Celli-Bird has 
named Joe, after the U.S. 
president-elect, hitched 
a ride on a cargo ship to 
cross the Pacific.

Joe’s feat has attracted 
the attention of the 
Australian media but also 
of the notoriously strict 
Australian Quarantine 
and Inspection Service.

Celli-Bird said 
quarantine authorities 
called him on Thursday 
to ask him to catch the 
bird.

“They say if it is from 
America, then they’re 
concerned about bird 
diseases,” he said. “They 
wanted to know if I could 
help them out. I said, ’To 
be honest, I can’t catch 
it. I can get within 500 
mil (millimeters or 20 
inches) of it and then it 
moves.’”

He said quarantine 
authorities were now 
considering contracting a 

professional bird catcher.
The Agriculture 

Department, which 
is responsible for 
biosecurity, said 
the pigeon was “not 
permitted to remain 
in Australia” because 
it “could compromise 
Australia’s food security 
and our wild bird 
populations.”

“It poses a direct 
biosecurity risk to 
Australian bird life and 
our poultry industry,” a 
department statement 
said.

In 2015, the 
government threatened 
to euthanize two 
Yorkshire terriers, Pistol 
and Boo, after they 
were smuggled into the 
country by Hollywood 
star Johnny Depp and his 
ex-wife Amber Heard.

Faced with a 50-
hour deadline to leave 
Australia, the dogs made 
it out in a chartered jet.

Pigeons are an 
unusual sight in Celli-
Bird’s backyard in 
suburban Officer, where 

Australian native doves 
are far more common.

“It rocked up at our 
place on Boxing Day. 
I’ve got a fountain in 
the backyard and it 
was having a drink and 
a wash. He was pretty 
emaciated so I crushed 
up a dry biscuit and left it 
out there for him,” Celli-
Bird said.

“Next day, he rocked 
back up at our water 
feature, so I wandered 
out to have a look at him 
because he was fairly 
weak and he didn’t seem 
that afraid of me and I 
saw he had a blue band 
on his leg. Obviously he 
belongs to someone, so 
I managed to catch him,” 
he added.

Celli-Bird, who says 
he has no interest in 
birds “apart from my last 
name,” said he could no 
longer catch the pigeon 
with his bare hands 
since it had regained its 
strength.

He said the Oklahoma-
based American Racing 
Pigeon Union had 

confirmed that Joe was 
registered to an owner in 
Montgomery, Alabama.

Celli-Bird said he had 
attempted to contact 
the owner, but had so 
far been unable to get 
through.

The bird spends every 
day in the backyard, 
sometimes sitting side-
by-side with a native 
dove on a pergola. Celli-
Bird has been feeding it 
pigeon food from within 
days of its arrival.

“I think that he just 
decided that since I’ve 
given him some food and 
he’s got a spot to drink, 
that’s home,” he said.

Australian National 
Pigeon Association 
secretary Brad Turner 
said he had heard of 
cases of Chinese racing 
pigeons reaching the 
Australian west coast 
aboard cargo ships, a far 
shorter voyage.

Turner said there 
were genuine fears 
pigeons from the United 
States could carry exotic 
diseases and he agreed 

Joe should be destroyed.
“While it sounds 

harsh to the normal 
person -- they’d hear 
that and go: ‘this is cruel,’ 
and everything else -- 
I’d think you’d find that 
A.Q.I.S. and those sort of 
people would give their 
wholehearted support 
for the idea,” Turner 
said, referring to the 
quarantine service.

It is claimed that the 
greatest long-distance 
flight recorded by a 
pigeon is one that started 
at Arras in France and 
ended in Saigon, Vietnam, 
back in 1931, according 
to pigeonpedia.com. The 
distance was 11,600 
kilometers (7,200 miles) 
and took 24 days.

There are some 
known instances of 
long-distance flights 
but whether these are 
one-offs performed by 
the marathon runners 
of the pigeon world 
or they are feats that 
could be achieved by 
the average pigeon is not 
known.

Hong kong internet firm blocked 
website over security law

Hong kong (ap): A 
Hong Kong internet 
service provider on 
Thursday said it had 
blocked access to a pro-
democracy website to 
comply with the city’s 
national security law.

In a statement 
emailed on Thursday, 
Hong Kong Broadband 
Network said that it 
had disabled access 
to HKChronicles, a 
website which compiled 
information on “yellow” 
shops that had supported 
the city’s pro-democracy 
movement and released 
personal information 
and pictures of police and 
pro-Beijing supporters 
as part of a doxxing effort 
during anti-government 
protests in 2019.

“We have disabled 
the access to the website 
in compliance with the 
requirement issued 
under the National 
Security Law. The action 
was taken on 13 Jan PM,” 
the company said.

The chief editor of the 
site, Naomi Chan, said in a 
post last week that users 
in Hong Kong reported 
the site as inaccessible. 
Chan accused telecoms 
companies such as 
SmarTone, China Mobile 
Hong Kong, PCCW and 
Hong Kong Broadband 
Network of blocking the 
website.

China Mobile Hong 
Kong and SmarTone 
did not immediately 
comment. A PCCW 
spokesman said it had no 
comment on the matter.

“Naomi Chan hereby 
denounces ISPs that 
cooperate with the 
Chinese and Hong Kong 
government to restrict 
the citizens’ right and 
freedom to access 
information,” Chan said 
in a post on HKChronicles 
dated Jan. 7.

Chan advised Hong 
Kongers to “make early 
preparations to counter 
future Internet blockage 
at a larger scale, and to 
face the darkness before 
dawn.”

The move to block 
HKChronicles has 
intensified concerns that 
Beijing is asserting more 
control over the city and 
breaking its promise of 
letting the former British 
colony maintain separate 
civil rights and political 
systems for 50 years 
after the communist-
ruled mainland took over 
in 1997.

It has also prompted 
fears that internet 
freedoms in Hong Kong 
could be curtailed, akin 
to the “Great Firewall 
of China,” a system of 
internet censorship on 
the mainland which 
blocks foreign search 
engines and social media 
platforms like Google, 
Facebook and Twitter 
and scrubs the internet 
of keywords deemed 
sensitive by the Chinese 
government.

Glacier Kwong, 
a digital rights and 
political activist based 
in Germany, wrote in a 
Twitter post last week 

that Hong Kong has 
“abused legal procedures 
and other means to 
hinder the freeflow of 
info online” in the last 18 
months.

“The Hong Kong 
government is stifling 
Hong Kong people’s 
freedom on the Internet,” 
she wrote in another 
tweet. “An open Internet 
has always been the 
cornerstone of freedom 
in a place. Disrupting 
Internet freedom also 
undermines the flow of 
information, freedom 
of communication, and 
freedom of the press.”

Beijing imposed a 
national security law 
on Hong Kong last June, 
aimed at quelling dissent 
in the semi-autonomous 
territory after mass 
peaceful demonstrations 
against a now-withdrawn 
extradition bill later 
morphed into months 
of anti-government 
protests that at times 
descended into violent 
clashes between 
protesters and police.

The security law 
criminalizes acts of 
subversion, secession, 
terrorism and collusion 
with foreign powers to 
intervene in the city’s 
affairs.

Under Article 43 of 
the national security law, 
police have the authority 
to order “a person who 
published information 
or the relevant service 
provider to delete the 
information or provide 
assistance.”

lebanon begins all-day curfew 
as virus spins out of control

BeirUt (ap): Lebanese 
authorities began 
enforcing an 11-day 
nationwide shutdown 
and round the clock 
curfew Thursday, hoping 
to limit the spread of 
coronavirus infections 
spinning out of control 
after the holiday period.
For the first time, 
residents were required 
to request a one-hour 
permit to be allowed 
to leave the house for 
“emergencies,” including 
going to the bakery, 
pharmacist, doctor, 
hospital or airport.

Authorities came 
under pressure to take a 
tougher approach after 
the country’s hospitals 
ran out of beds with 
daily infections reaching 
an all-time high of 5,440 
cases last week in the 
country of nearly 6 
million people.

The dramatic surge 
in infections began in 
late December. As most 
governments around 
the world tightened 

lockdowns, Lebanon 
relaxed health measures 
over the holidays, 
allowing restaurants 
and nightclubs to 
reopen with barely any 
restrictions in place. 
An estimated 80,000 
expats flowed back into 
the country to celebrate 
Christmas and New Years 
with loved ones, many of 
them expats who skipped 
visiting in the summer 
due to the devastating 
Aug. 4 explosion at Beirut 
port.

“The holiday season 
should have been the time 
for lockdown. The season 
of crowds, shopping and 
parties,” said Hanna Azar, 
owner of a money transfer 
and telephones shop. 
“They opened it to allow 
dollars into the country 
and now they want to 
close, especially in this 
economic crisis. People 
don’t have money to eat.”

Even before the 
coronavirus, Lebanon 
was going through an 
unprecedented economic 

and financial crisis that 
has seen its national 
currency and bank sector 
collapse and locked 
depositors out of the 
savings. Hospitals, long 
considered among the 
best in the Middle East, 
struggled to pay staff, 
keep equipment running 
and secure necessary 
medical supplies as 
dollars grew scarce.

Amid the surge, 
many hospitals have 
now reached maximum 
capacity for coronavirus 
patients. Some have 
halted elective surgeries 
as they run out of 
beds, oxygen tanks and 
ventilators.

Furthermore, the 
country has been without 
a government since the 
old one resigned in the 
wake of the catastrophic 
Aug. 4 explosion at 
Beirut port, which put 
a further strain on 
hospitals, inundating 
them with injured. At 
least three hospitals 
were destroyed.

The massive 
explosion caused by 
the detonation of a 
stockpile of poorly stored 
ammonium nitrate 
ravaged the city, killing 
over 200 people and 
injuring thousands.

On Thursday, police 
manned checkpoints 
around the country, 
checking motorists’ 
permits to be on the 
road and creating 
traffic jams in some 
cases. The curfew is 
the strictest since the 
start of the pandemic. 
For the first time, 
even supermarkets 
were told to close 
their doors and open 
for delivery only. That 
decision triggered 
three days of chaotic 
panic buying as 
worried citizens 
emptied shelves at 
supermarkets and 
grocery stores.

Lebanon had only just 
announced a nationwide 
lockdown last week. 
But many, including 

the health minister and 
officials on a government 
committee, considered 
it to be too lenient 
because it exempted 
many sectors. In some 
areas of the country, it 
was business as usual, 
leading to more calls for 
a complete shutdown 
and curfew.
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aries:
You can have the most brilliant ideas in the world, yet 
they will mean nothing unless you’re willing to put 
them into practice. It’s a carpe diem kind of day in 
the Aries HQ, and you’re being asked to swear by the 
mantra ‘Done is better than perfect’. Remember, lack of 
discipline is the enemy of productivity and growth. So 
set a realistic schedule and motivate yourself to see it 
through.
taUrUs:
Spoiler alert, Taurus: They’ve been feeling the feels for 
you too. So, don’t be afraid to speak from your heart and 
express your truth. Is this merely an infatuation or does 
it have the potential to blossom into the relationship 
you’ve been hoping for? Only time will tell. The best 
thing you can do for yourself is stay in the present.
geMini:
They’re saying all the right things at the right time—
things you had hoped your past lovers would whisper 
under the stars. Yet, you can’t seem to shake off the feeling 
that they’re being insincere with you. Your instinct doesn’t 
lie, Gemini. However, it does provoke you into making 
hasty decisions. So, breathe. Get some distance from the 
things that are triggering your anxiety. This will help you 
hold space for an open and honest conversation with the 
other so as to make sense of what’s going on here.
CanCer:
You are your only limitation, Cancer. We repeat: You are 

your only limitation. So, instead of beating around the 
bush or blaming your circumstances for where you are, 
take charge. Make the required change. Move forward. 
For some of you, it may be time to pack your bags and 
leave a certain person, place, or situation behind. Trust 
that your guides are holding space for you and helping 
you cross over to calmer shores.
leo:
There are two options, Leo: To let the anger and the 
disillusionment poison you, or become the fuel that 
helps you rise higher and higher. You have so many 
mountains to climb. Don’t give up now. For some of you, 
the crisis may be more existential than physical. In such 
a case, it’s best to turn your gaze inwards. Meditation 
and other mindful practices will help you remember 
your inherent connection with Source.
Virgo:
Here’s the thing, Virgo: you could have the best ideas in 
the world, yet there will be people who disagree with your 
point of view. It’s not about winning or losing. It’s not about 
impressing others either. It’s simply about getting the work 
done and making sure the project moves forward. So, let your 
higher wisdom guide you to take the next step. For some of 
you, the chaos may manifest on the domestic front. As always, 
stay in your centre and respond from a place of love.
liBra:
You’re in a good place in your life, Libra, with a handful 
of accomplishments under your belt. But should that 

become the reason you rest on your laurels? Anything 
but. January 2021 sees you revisiting your goals, both 
the short and the long term ones, as you carefully plan 
your next move. Like your opposite sign, Aries, you’re 
being reminded that ‘done is better than perfect’. PS: 
Take the required action without delay.
sCorpio:
Chaos and commotion may be on the cards, Scorpio, 
which may manifest as a family feud for some of you. The 
cause of concern? Money, property, and heirlooms—
you know, the usual. Remember, you don’t have to give 
up what is rightfully yours. However, you want to ask 
yourself whether or not this battle is worth fighting. 
There is a middle ground and it will require a certain 
degree of compromise from both parties.
sagittariUs:
While western medicine tends to focus on the symptoms, 
alternate therapies help you get to the root cause. The 
real question is: Do you merely want to alleviate the 
problem on a superficial level, or understand your 
subconscious triggers? Word for the wise: Dig deeper. 
Work with a healer or hypnotherapist if you need 
assistance on that front. Remember, you are more 
powerful than you think and the resources required to 
break free from this mental prison are already within 
you.
CapriCorn:
There are no shortcuts, Capricorn. No magic formula 

to help you get to the desired destination overnight. A 
Universal truth an earth sign like yourself understands 
rather well. 2021 sees you focusing on your long term 
goals and putting in the work that will help you expand 
your empire. You may not have the abundance you 
desire right now, and that’s okay. You know that the 
crops you’re cultivating with love and care will bear 
fruit in due course of time.
aqUariUs:
2021 sees you become wiser (read: less frivolous) when 
it comes to your financial decisions. You’re focusing on 
investing in your business and putting away your coins 
for the future. Trust that your cautiousness will help 
you feel more secure than you have in a long time. If 
you’re thinking about reaching out to a larger audience, 
turn to social media. Yes, organic marketing will work 
well too as long as you’re certain about the quality of 
your service/product.
pisCes:
Not all relationships are meant to last forever. Some 
people merely come into our lives for a season, helping 
us get from one phase to the other. You’re wise enough 
to recognise the transience of these connections. So, let 
go of that which has served its purpose with love. It will 
be easy for you to see yourself as a victim in this story. 
Remind yourself that things are happening for you 
(rather than *to* you) and keep moving forward.

raDiant! the author and activist, padma lakshmi stuns in a cream 
colored gown and accessorizes with gold bangles at the 30th annual 
gotham awards with fiJi Water at Cipriani Wall street in nyC.
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Her past: Billie eilish photo 
book coming in May

Jeff Bridges shares Promising Update in Cancer 
Battle as tumor Has “Drastically shrunk”

As he continues fighting cancer, Jeff 
Bridges took to his website to inform 
fans that his tumor has “drastically 
shrunk.”
Jeff Bridges is updating his fans on the 
latest progress in his battle with cancer. 

The Oscar winner posted an 
uplifting recent message to his personal 
website to inform the public that 
doctors have found that his tumor has 
“drastically shrunk.” This followed his 
announcement on Oct. 19 that he had 
been diagnosed with his lymphoma.

“I go in for a CAT scan to see if my 
new protocol is shrinking my tumor,” 
Jeff posted last week. “Turns out it’s 
working beautifully. The thing has 
drastically shrunk. I come home elated 
with the news.”

He went on to point out that his 
mood changed as he had to grapple with 
the turmoil going on at the United States 
Capitol.

“I turn on the TV to find out what’s 
going on in the world, and .... well ... I 
don’t have to tell you what’s goin’ on,” 
he continued.

The Country Strong star had posted 
previous updates in recent weeks, and 
though none were as promising as this 
one, he has tended to do his best to 
stay optimistic in his fight.

On Dec. 14, he shared a pic of 
himself with a shaved head, and his 
caption at that time featured a list of 
developments that included “Feeling 
good.” He also noted that he had 
celebrated his 71st birthday on Dec. 
4 and recently welcomed a new puppy 
named Monty.

On Dec. 14, he shared a pic of himself 
with a shaved head, and his caption at 
that time featured a list of developments 
that included “Feeling good.” He also 
noted that he had celebrated his 
71st birthday on Dec. 4 and recently 
welcomed a new puppy named Monty.

His positive outlook was reflected 
back in his first initial announcement 
about the diagnosis.

“As the Dude would say.. New S**T 
has come to light,” he wrote on Oct. 
19, channeling his iconic The Big 
Lebowski character. “I have been 
diagnosed with Lymphoma. Although 
it is a serious disease, I feel fortunate 
that I have a great team of doctors and 
the prognosis is good. I’m starting 
treatment and will keep you posted on 
my recovery.”

neW york (ap): At age 19, Billie Eilish 
is already looking back.
The Grammy-winning star is releasing 
a collection of hundreds of rarely 
seen photos in May, Grand Central 
Publishing announced Tuesday. The 
book is called “Billie Eilish” and, 
according to Grand Central, will 
“capture the essence of Billie inside 
and out, offering readers personal 
glimpses into her childhood, her life 
on tour, and more.”

“Billie Eilish” includes text but is 
“predominantly” photos, the publisher 
said.

In a statement Tuesday, Eilish said: 
“I spent many hours over many months 
poring through my family albums 
and archives, handpicking all of the 
photos in this book. I hope you love 
it as much as I do.”

katie Couric, Mayim Bialik 
to be ‘Jeopardy!’ guest hosts

los angeles (ap): Katie Couric, Mayim 
Bialik, Aaron Rodgers and journalist Bill 
Whitaker are among the future guest hosts 
who will fill in for the late Alex Trebek on 
“Jeopardy!”

The show announced Wednesday that 
Couric, the journalist and former “Today” 
show host, will become the first woman 
ever to host the show.

Trebek, the face of the show for 
36 years, died from pancreatic cancer 
Nov. 8, and the final shows he recorded 
aired last week. The show has opted 
to use a series of interim guest hosts 
rather than immediately find permanent 
replacements.

Ken Jennings, considered the show’s 
greatest champion, is currently serving 
as the first guest host. Once his run is 
done, executive producer Mike Richards 
will fill in for two weeks while the newly 
announced guests prepare for their stints.

Rodgers, the superstar quarterback 

currently leading the Green Bay Packers 
through the NFL playoffs, is a former 
“Celebrity Jeopardy!” champion, and 
Bialik, former star of CBS’ “The Big Bang 
Theory” and current star of Fox’s “Call 
Me Kat,” is a neuroscientist, making 
them fitting choices to serve up clues for 
contestants for the brainy quiz show.

Rodgers, the Pro Bowler and two-
time NFL MVP, had already leaked the 
news of his hosting earlier this week.

“I apologize to ‘Jeopardy!’ if they 
wanted to announce it, I just got so 
excited,” Rodgers said Tuesday. “The 
show has been so special to me over the 
years.”

Whitaker, a “60 Minutes” 
correspondent, will also be a guest host.

The show will make a donation to 
the guest hosts’ charity of choice that 
matches the total dollar amount won by 
contestants during their run.

ram Charan tests negative for CovID-19
Chennai, Jan 12 (pti): Telugu film star Ram Charan on 
Tuesday said he has recovered from COVID-19 and thanked 
his fans for their continued support.

The 35-year-old actor had tested positive for the 
novel coronavirus on December 29.

Charan took to Twitter and shared a note, writing, “It 
feels good to be back!”

“Happy to share that I have tested negative for 
COVID-19.Can’t wait to be back to work very soon. Thank 
you again for all your good wishes,” he wrote.

Charan, who made his Bollywood debut with 

ApoorvaLakhia’s 2013 drama “Zanjeer”, will be next 
seen in writer-director S SRajamouli’s “Rise Roar Revolt” 
(‘RRR’).

The “Baahubali” fame director resumed shooting 
on his most talked about Telugu movie in Hyderabad 
in October last year with necessary safety precautions 
amid the coronavirus pandemic, nearly seven months 
after the filming was halted.

The film was earlier slated to hit cinema halls on 
January 8, 2021 but has now been deferred to a later 
date due to the pandemic.


