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31 fresh cases bring Sikkim’s 
active COVID-19 cases up to 567
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 13 Sept: 

Sikkim’s tally of the 
confirmed COVID-19 

cases reached 2,086 with 
the detection of 31 cases 
of novel coronavirus in 
the 24 hours ending 8 
AM, Sunday. The number 
of active COVID-19 cases 
has increased to 567. In 
the meantime, two pa-
tients were discharged 
from the isolation ward 
of STNM hospital on Sat-
urday after making full 
recoveries, taking the 
figure of cured & dis-
charged patients of CO-
VID-19 to 1,505.

In the daily health 
bulletin on Sunday, 
Health Department State 
IEC Officer, Sonam G Bhu-
tia detailed that in the 
testing of 225 samples 
by RT-PCR at the VRD Lab 
on Saturday, 28 returned 
positive for COVID-19. 
Likewise, three of the 43 

samples tested by Tru-
eNat were also found pos-
itive, while all 17 samples 
screened in rapid antigen 
testing were found nega-
tive for COVID-19.

While providing in-
formation about the new 
cases detected in RT-PCR, 
Mr Bhutia informed that 

one case was from near 
SABBCO Bank at Kazi 
Road [Gangtok], one 
from Decheling area of 
Chandmari [Gangtok], 
one from zero point in 
Tathangchen, one from 
Ranipool, two from the 
containment zone in 
Namnang [Gangtok] and 

two from above Orange 
Village in Samdur. 

Likewise, one case 
was detected from oppo-
site Deorali Girls SSS in 
Deorali, one was a patient 
admitted at STNM hospi-
tal, one from Pakyong, 
two from Majhitar, two 
from Rangpo, two from 

type two staff quarters in 
Raj Bhawan complex and 
nine GREF employees at 
a facility quarantine facil-
ity at Epica Garden. 

He mentioned that 
another two-day-old child 
at the pediatric ward at 
STNM hospital tested pos-
itive for COVID-19.

Likewise, Mr Bhu-
tia mentioned that a 
37-year-old male from 
Metro Point, who had 
given a sample for test-
ing yesterday, has also 
returned COVID-19 posi-
tive but his phone was not 
reachable. On the same, 
he urged the patient to 
contact the concerned au-
thorities immediately.

He informed that 
one resident of Mangan, 
North Sikkim, who came 
to STNM hospital, and one 
Rangpo resident in the 
Flu Clinic of STNM hospi-
tal were found positive in 
TrueNat screening.

Sikkimese artist in top 5 of contest 
by European Lung Foundation

AARON RAI
Gangtok, 13 Sept:

Sikkimese artist Deo Prasad 
Rai’s artwork “My Grandma” 

has made it to the top 5 of an 
art contest organized by the 
European Lung Foundation 
[ELF]. The theme of the contest 
is women with Chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease (COPD), 
a chronic inflammatory lung 
disease that causes obstructed 
airflow from the lungs.

“Women are not well rep-
resented in healthcare and 

especially in COPD – the pur-
pose of this competition was 
to find an artist who can best 
help us to make them more 
visible,” says ELF.

Deo Prasad’s work was 
shortlisted from among 57 en-
tries by a judging panel includ-
ing women with COPD, world-
renowned artists and respira-
tory healthcare professionals.

The winner of the competi-
tion will receive a cash prize of 
5000 Euros, which has been do-
nated by McIvor Medicine Pro-

fessional Corporation. Addition-
ally, the winner will be commis-
sioned to create a series of im-
ages of women with respiratory 
disease which will be unveiled 
in December 2020.

24-year-old Deo Prasad hails 
from Rimbi, West Sikkim and 
has been making art since he 
was 14 years old.

To help Deo Prasad win the 
contest please vote for his art-
work “My Grandma” by clicking 
on the link: https://woobox.
com/j436ts

With three more deaths, Sikkim’s 
COVID death-tally reaches 16

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 13 Sept: 

Three more novel 
coronavirus -related 

deaths were recorded in 
the State on Sunday, tak-
ing the COVID-19 death 
toll in Sikkim to 16. 

A 61-year-old female 
from Shantingar, Sing-
tam, a 68-year-old male 
from Bojoghari, Gangtok 
and a 42-year-old female 
from Development Area, 
Gangtok, passed away to-

day. All of them had test-
ed positive for COVID-19 
and had co-morbidities.

In the daily health bul-
letin on Sunday, Health 
Department State IEC Of-
ficer, Sonam G Bhutia in-
formed that the 61-year-
old female from Shanti 
Nagar passed away early 
this morning at 2:50 AM in 
the CICU of STNM Hospi-
tal. She had a respiratory 
issue and liver problems. 

The 68-year-old male 

from Bojoghari, who was 
admitted in STNM hos-
pital on 06 September, 
passed away this morn-
ing at around 9 AM in the 
ICU at STNM hospital. He 
added the patient was a 
dialysis patient. 

The 42-year-old fe-
male from Develop-
ment Area, Gangtok, 
who was also a dialysis 
patient, passed away at 
4:30 PM this evening, 
he informed.  

Assam’s Cachar DC refuses to go 
on leave for wedding as COVID-19 
cases spike, instead groom flies in

COVID-19 tally in India breaches 47-lakh mark

Bharat Basnet resigns as SPCC president 1,039 new COVID-19 
cases, nine deaths in 
past 24 hrs; Nepal’s 

caseload surpasses 54,000
Kathmandu, Sept 13 [myRepublica]: Nepal has 
continued to report over 1,000 cases of novel 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) every day for 
the past few days. 

The data released by the Ministry of Health 
and Population (MoHP) on Sunday afternoon 
showed that the country recorded as many as 
1,039 fresh cases in the past 24 hours, pushing 
the country’s total caseload to over 54,000.

As many as 54,159 COVID-19 cases have so 
far been detected since the country reported the 
first case earlier on January 24.

As of Sunday afternoon, the number of deaths 
caused by COVID-19 has jumped to 345 with 
nine more cases of fatalities in the last one day.

According to Dr Jageshwar Gautam, spokes-
person for the ministry, Nepal has tested a total 
of 840,527 samples to confirm the COVID-19 in-
fection including 9,165 real time PCR tests car-
ried out in the past 24 hours.

There are 15,117 active cases and 38,697peo-
ple have so far recovered from the infection, ac-
cording to the data compiled by the ministry. 
As many as 1,173 COVID-19 patients gained 
recovery on Sunday taking the recovery rate to 
71.45 percent.

Eight districts - Morang, Sunsari, Sarlahi, 
Kathmandu, Chitwan, Bhaktapur, Lalitpur and 
Rupandehi - have more than 500 cases of ac-
tive cases each while seven other districts in-
cluding Solukhumbu, Manang, Mustang, My-
agdi, Dolpa, Mugu and Humla do not have any 
active case at present

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 13 Sept: 

Senior politician, Bharat 
Basnet has resigned 

from the post of president 
of Sikkim Pradesh Con-
gress Committee. He sent 
his resignation letter to 
the Congress party high 
command in Delhi on 
Saturday. 

Announcing his resig-
nation in a press confer-
ence here on Sunday, Mr 
Basnet informed that the 
resignation has already 
been sent to the AICC 
president and other con-
cerned Congress leaders 
of the party high com-
mand in Delhi. 

“I do not know about 
the decision of the party 
high command on my 
resignation but I will 
not change my decision. 
I will continuously fight 
for Sikkim and its people 
on every genuine issue,” 
he expressed.

Speaking on the rea-
sons for his resignation, 
he mentioned that he 
raised many regional is-
sues related to the peo-
ple of Sikkim as the state 

president of a national 
party but the State gov-
ernment has not taken 
any issue seriously and 
failed to provide justice 
to the people. Because 
of this, he said that he no 
longer wants to remain 
the SPCC president.

He further said that 
the AICC recently ap-
pointed Kuljit Singh 
Nagra as Sikkim in-
charge of the party with-
out consulting the State 
committee. On the same, 
he mentioned that the 
State committee has al-
ways been suffering due 
to such decisions by the 
central committee.

“If the central com-
mand always underes-
timates us and does not 
respect the sentiments 
and feelings of the local 

people then we are not 
happy and satisfied with 
the decision of the party 
and such decisions hurt 
our self-respect,” he ex-
pressed.

Bharat Basnet was 
appointed as the State 
Congress party presi-
dent on 02 October in 
2015 for the first time 
and was currently serv-
ing as president for the 
second consecutive time. 
Earlier, he had served as 
the State youth president 
of Congress Party from 
1994 to 97 and then 
served in other posts 
with the Congress party 
for around three de-
cades. He also contested 
three assembly elections 
and one Lok Sabha elec-
tion on Congress tickets 
in Sikkim.

New Delhi, Sep 13 (PTI): India’s CO-
VID-19 tally of cases sprinted past 47 
lakh with 94,372 new infections being 
reported in a day, while 37,02,595 peo-
ple have recuperated taking the nation-
al recovery rate to 77.88 per cent on 
Sunday, according to the Union Health 
Ministry data. The total coronavirus 
cases mounted to 47,54,356, while the 
death toll climbed to 78,586 with 1,114 
people succumbing to the infection in a 
span of 24 hours, the data updated at 8 
am showed.

The COVID-19 case fatality rate due 
to the coronavirus infection has further 
dropped to 1.65 per cent.

There are 9,73,175 active cases of 
COVID-19 in the country which com-
prises 20.47 per cent of the total case-
load, the data stated.

India’s COVID-19 tally had crossed 
the 20-lakh mark on August 7, 30 lakh 
on August 23 and it went past 40 lakh 

on September 5. According to the ICMR, 
a cumulative total of 5,62,60,928 sam-
ples have been tested up to September 
12 with 10,71,702 samples being tested 
on Saturday.

Of the 1,114 new deaths, 391 are 
from Maharashtra, 94 from Karnataka, 76 
each from Tamil Nadu and Punjab, 67 each 
from Andhra Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh, 
59 from West Bengal, 37 from Madhya 
Pradesh, 28 from Delhi, 24 from Haryana, 
23 from Assam, 20 from Chhattisgarh, 15 
each from Kerala and Gujarat, 14 each from 
Rajasthan and Uttarakhand.

Twelve fatalities have been reported 
from Tripura, 11 each from Bihar, Odi-
sha and Telangana, 10 each from Goa, 
Jammu and Kashmir and Jharkhand, six 
from Chandigarh, five from Puducherry, 
three from Sikkim, two from Himachal 
Pradesh, while Meghalaya, Manipur and 
Ladakh have registered one fatality each.
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Guwahati, Sept 13 [PTI]: 
The deputy commission-
er of Assam’s Cachar dis-
trict who is leading the 
fight against the corona-
virus pandemic from the 
front preferred duty over 
personal life as she re-
fused to take leave even 
for a day for her marriage 
and instead the groom 
flew in for the ceremony.

Keerthi Jalli, a 2013 
batch IAS officer, sur-
prised family and friends 
when she told them 
that she could not come 
home in Hyderabad for 
her wedding by leaving 
aside her crucial official 
responsibilities.

Rather, she told them, 
she would be happy to 
get married at her offi-
cial bungalow in Silchar 
if the groom comes to her 
place of posting.

“I just could not think 
of taking leave for my 
wedding. I understand 
it is the most important 
event of anyone”s life, 
but I could not imagine 
going away from my dis-
trict where the average 
positive cases is about 
100 and I am fighting to 
save lives,” Jalli told PTI 
over phone.

Her family, in-laws, 
especially the groom, ap-
preciated her decision.

The groom, Aditya 
Shashikant, who is from 
Pune, came to Silchar well 
in advance so that he could 
remain in mandatory quar-
antine, following the local 
COVID-19 protocols.

The wedding took 
place on Wednesday, an 
Assam government holi-

day, with no pandal or 
decorative lights but only 
Carnatic music playing in 
the background.

About 800 fam-
ily members and friends 
watched the wedding 
through Zoom video app 
from different parts of 
the country as well as 
abroad.

“My parents could not 
come from Hyderabad as 
they were recuperating 
from COVID after both 
of them tested positive. 
Only my younger sister 
was on my side at the 
wedding,” Jalli said.

All friends and fami-
lies, who attended the 
marriage through Zoom 
app, dressed up like they 
were at the venue, just to 
cheer up the couple.

The young DC invit-
ed a few colleagues and 
friends from her district 
Cachar and Hailakandi, 
where she was posted 
earlier till May.

All of the guests were 
given staggered timing 
and at no point of time, 
more than 20 people 
were present at her bun-
galow as per the existing 
COVID protocol.

Interestingly, most of 
Jalli”s colleagues did not 
know that she was get-
ting married and they 
were invited to her bun-
galow on the pretext of a 
”Ganesh Puja” and all of 
them realised about the 
wedding only after they 
arrived at her residence.

Jalli attended office 
on Tuesday and again 
on Thursday, a day after 
the marriage, when she 

visited the Silchar Medi-
cal College Hospital to 
take stock of the hospital 
infrastructure amid the 
spike in COVID cases in 
the Barak valley.

In between, on the 
wedding day too, she was 
attending official phone 
calls and kept giving sev-
eral administrative in-
structions.

Ever since she has 
joined Cachar, Jalli has 
been working for capac-
ity enhancement of the 
Silchar Medical College, 
other hospitals in the dis-
trict and improving criti-
cal health infrastructure.

In her earlier post-
ing in neighbouring Hai-
lakandi, Jalli was known 
for her commendable 
work related to health-
care, women welfare 
and bringing harmony 
between communities, 
after a few incidents of 
communal strife.

“I had received phe-
nomenal love and re-
spect for my work in Hai-
lakandi,” she said.

Hailakandi, bordering 
Bangladesh, was lacking 
in different development 
parameters and consid-
ered to be a socially sen-
sitive district.

In her previous 
posting as the Sub Di-
visional Officer at Tita-
bor in Jorhat, Jalli had 
undertaken an innova-
tive scheme, ”Bhoni” 
(younger sister) to en-
hance women participa-
tion in election for which 
she was honoured by the 
then President Pranab 
Mukherjee in 2016.
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335
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A total of 78,586 deaths have been reported so far 
in the country including 29,115 from Maharashtra fol-
lowed by 8,307 from Tamil Nadu, 7,161 from Karna-
taka, 4,846 from Andhra Pradesh, 4,715 from Delhi, 
4,349 from Uttar Pradesh, 3,887 from West Bengal, 
3,195 from Gujarat and 2,288 from Punjab and 1,728 
from Madhya Pradesh.

The health ministry stressed that more than 70 
per cent of the deaths occurred due to comorbidities.

“Our figures are being reconciled with the Indian 
Council of Medical Research,” the ministry said on its 
website, adding that state-wise distribution of figures 
is subject to further verification and reconciliation.

COVID-19 tally...

Lions Club presents Aabhar award to Rotary Club 

State level cleaning campaign 
by Manav Sevadal Sikkim

Landslides in Nepal kill 12 
people, at least 21 missing

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 13 Sept:

Lions Club of Siliguri Citizens Crown expressed their 
“Aabhar” to Rotary Club of Siliguri Metropolitan for or-

ganizing Blood Donation Camp every month and acting as 

COVID-19 warriors at a time when the supply of blood is 
low in hospitals. 

Shiv Shankar Sarkar, Rakesh Garg, Amit Goyal, Raman Agar-
wal and Manish Agarwal from Rotary Metropolitan received the 
“Aabhar” award on behalf of the Club, a press release informs. 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 13 Sept:

Manav Sevadal Sik-
kim, a sister organi-

zation of Manav Utthan 
Seva Samiti on the eve 
of the birthday of Sadgu-
rudev Shri Satpal Maha-
rajji, organised its state 
level cleaning campaign 

in different places today, 
a press release informs.

The campaign was 
conducted under the di-
rection of Manav Sevadal 
Sikkim State Division 
Chief, Lal Man Rai at the 
School, Hospital, Pan-
chayat Bhawan, Samiti 
Ashram Parishad, etc.

Nagaland reports 
more recoveries than 
new COVID-19 cases

Parliament all geared up for 
holding Monsoon Session

Transport woes hassle NEET 
candidates in West Bengal

Mizoram’s lone BJP MLA 
tests positive for COVID-19

58 per cent of 
recovered CO-
VID-19 cases 
coming from 
five states
New Delhi, Sep 13 (PTI): 
A total of 37,02,595 peo-
ple have recuperated 
from COVID-19 in the 
country so far, with 58 
per cent of the recovered 
cases being reported 
from Maharashtra, Tamil 
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, 
Karnataka and Uttar 
Pradesh, the Centre said 
on Sunday.

The same five states 
account for 60 per cent 
of total 9,73,175 active 
cases in the country.

The national recovery 
rate now stands at 77.88 
per cent.

While Maharashtra 
has reported 17.2 pc 
recovered cases, Tamil 
Nadu has 13.1 pc, Andhra 
Pradesh 12.2 pc, Kar-
nataka 7.9 pc and Uttar 
Pradesh 7.8 pc, the Union 
Health Ministry said.

Maharashtra contin-
ues to lead with more 
than 13,000 recoveries 
while Andhra Pradesh 
has contributed more 
than 10,000 to the single-
day recoveries, it said.

A total of 78,399 re-
coveries have been reg-
istered in a span of 24 
hours in the country, 
according to the health 
ministry’s data updated 
at 8 am.

Of the 94,372 new in-
fections that have been 
reported in 24 hours, 
Maharashtra alone has 
contributed to more than 
22,000 cases followed by 
Andhra Pradesh and Kar-
nataka with more than 
9,000 cases each, the 
ministry highlighted.

“Nearly 57 per cent of 
the new cases are report-
ed from five states. These 
are also contributing 58 
per cent of the new re-
covered cases,” the min-
istry underlined.

There are 9,73,175 
active cases of COVID-19 
in the country which 
comprises 20.47 per cent 
of the total caseload, the 
data stated.

Maharashtra has 
more than 2,80,000 cas-
es followed by Karnataka 
with more than 97,000 
cases, the ministry said.

Maharashtra (28.79 
pc), Karnataka (10.05 
pc), Andhra Pradesh 
(9.84 pc), Uttar Pradesh 
(6.98 pc) and Tamil Nadu 
(4.84 pc) account for 60 
per cent of total active 
cases in the country.

Also, 1,114 COVID-19 
fatalities have been reg-
istered in a span of 24 
hours. Maharashtra has 
reported the maximum 
number of 391 deaths 
followed by Karnataka 
with 94 deaths, whereas 
Tamil Nadu has reported 
76 deaths.

India’s COVID-19 
tally of cases mounted to 
47,54,356 with 94,372 
new infections being re-
ported in a day, while 
the death toll climbed to 
78,586 with 1,114 peo-
ple succumbing to the 
infection in a span of 24 
hours, the data updated 
at 8 am showed.

Kolkata, Sep 13 (PTI): 
Candidates appearing for 
medical entrance exam 
NEET in West Bengal had 
a difficult time reaching 
their test centres on Sun-
day, as local train servic-
es remained suspended 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and cabs charged 
exorbitant fares citing 
hike in fuel prices.

Pabitra Sadhukhan, a 
candidate from Sodepur 
in North 24 Parganas dis-
trict, said he had to shell 
out Rs 3,500 to book a 
cab to a Salt Lake exam 
centre.

“I did not want to take 
a chance as no direct bus 
is available to Saltlake 
from my area of resi-
dence in Sodepur.

Suspension of local 
trains has only added to 
our woes. The cab driver 
agreed to drop us to the 
centre, and I did not want 
to bargain and waste 
time,” Sadhukhan said.

Biren Gupta, a resi-
dent of Purulia, said he 
was stuck in a traffic jam 
for around an hour due 
to a political rally in Bar-
jora area of neighbour-
ing Bankura district, but 
managed to reach the 
centre in the nick of time.

“It took me time to 

settle down, as I reached 
the centre just about 15 
minutes before the exam 
commenced. However, 
I tried and attempted 
as many questions as I 
could,” Khanna said, after 
the exams ended at 5 pm.

An estimated 77,061 
candidates were slated to 
sit for the exams in 189 
centres across the state, 
sources in the National 
Testing Agency said.

In the city, however, 
the students could avail 
Metro services, as the 
rapid transit system re-
sumed operations on 
Sunday, after about six 
months, and ran special 
trains for the NEET ex-
aminees on the first day.

COVID-19 safety 
guidelines were imple-
mented in all exam cen-
tres, and candidates 
had their temperature 
checked with a thermal 
gun outside the hall. Each 
of them was given a fresh 
mask, and a six-foot gap 
was maintained between 
two benches.

West Bengal and 
five other states had ap-
pealed to the Supreme 
Court for postponement 
of the JEE (Main) and 
NEET exams, but their 
pleas were dismissed.

Aizawl, Sept 13 [PTI]: 
Mizoram’s lone BJP leg-
islator Budhha Dhan 
Chakma has tested posi-
tive for COVID-19, official 
sources said on Sunday.

He was among the 35 
people who were diag-
nosed with coronavirus 
infection in the last 24 
hours, they said.

Chakma, 47, is 
the only legislator in 
Mizoram to have tested 
positive for COVID-19.

“I am very surprised 
that I have tested posi-
tive for COVID-19. But I 
am asymptomatic and 
doing very well. Luckily, 
all my other family mem-
bers have tested nega-
tive,” he told PTI.

He said he will be 
shifted to Zoram Medical 
College (ZMC) for treat-
ment. “I have asked the 

health department to 
shift me to ZMC as being 
a COVID-19 patient it is 
not safe to be at home. I 
hope I will be shifted to 
the medical college in the 
evening,” he said.

A former Congress 
member, Chakma was 
the Minister of State for 
Sericulture and Fisheries 
in the previous Lal Than-
hawla government.

In October 2017, he 
resigned as the minister 
and also from the party 
in protest against the 
denial of medical seats 
to four Chakma students 
who had qualified in the 
National Eligibility Cum 
Entrance Test (NEET).

Later, he joined the 
BJP and won the Tu-
ichawng seat in the No-
vember 2018 assembly 
elections. 

Kathmandu, 13 Sept 
[Reuters]:- Landslides 
triggered by torrential 
rain swept through two 
villages in Nepal on Sun-
day, killing at least 12 
people, a government of-
ficial said.

Ten people were 
killed and 21 are miss-
ing after a massive land-
slide swept away homes 
and people in Barahbise, 
100 km (62 miles) east 
of Kathmandu near the 
border with the Tibet re-
gion of China, Nepali gov-
ernment official Murari 
Wasti said.

Two others died in a 

landslide in Baglung in 
the northwest.

Both landslides 
struck the villages before 
dawn and people could 
not escape to safety, res-
cuers said.

“Rescuers are look-
ing for those who are 
missing,” Wasti told Re-
uters.

The latest fatalities 
took the death toll from 
landslides and flash 
floods in the June-Sep-
tember monsoon season 
to 314. At least 111 peo-
ple remain missing and 
160 have been injured, 
Wasti said.

Kohima, Sep 13 (PTI): 
Nagaland on Sunday re-
ported more COVID-19 
recoveries than detec-
tion of fresh cases, said 
Health Minister S Pang-
nyu Phom.

He said 61 COVID-19 
patients recovered from 
the disease while 19 
fresh cases were detect-
ed on Sunday. “19 posi-
tive cases of COVID-19 
have been detected out 
of 563 samples received,” 
the minister tweeted.

The new cases were 
reported from Dimapur 
(16), Mokokchung (2) 
and Kohima (1), he said.

The minister also 
said that 61 COVID-19 
patients tested nega-
tive during the day 24 
in Kohima, 23 in Dima-
pur, 13 in Tuensang and 
1 in Wokha. Nagalands 
COVID-19 tally on Sun-
day rose to 5,083 with 
the detection of 19 fresh 
cases. The state now has 
1,172 active cases as 
3,883 people have recov-
ered from the disease, 10 
have died and 18 have 
migrated to other states, 
an official said.

The recovery rate of 
COVID-19 patients in the 
state is 76.39 per cent, 
the official said.

Meanwhile, Principal 
Director of Health and 
Family Welfare Depart-

ment, Dr Vizolie Z Suokh-
rie in the weekly update 
said the past week re-
corded 529 cases with the 
highest single day spike of 
310 cases on Friday.

In Nagaland, the most 
affected age group is 30-
44 years at 45 per cent 
followed by 15-29 years 
at 37 per cent who could 
be major spreaders of 
the virus, he said.

There has been a re-
cent surge in the number 
of cases in Nagaland, Dr 
Suokhrie said, adding that 
the positivity rate had fall-
en to 4 per cent during Au-
gust end but has increased 
to 11 per cent between 
September 5 to 11.

The first COVID-19 
case in Nagaland was de-
tected on May 25.

Dimapur district 
has the highest number 
of COVID-19 cases at 
2,607 followed by Ko-
hima (1,606), Mon (300), 
Peren (271), Zunheboto 
(117), Tuensang (68), 
Mokokchung (39), Phek 
(33), Wokha (25), Kiphi-
re (12) and Longleng (5).

The caseload segre-
gation comprises 2,386 
armed force personnel, 
1,404 returnees from 
other States, 976 traced 
contacts and 317 front-
line workers, said Addi-
tional Director HFW Dr 
Denis Hangsing. 

New Delhi, Sep 13 (PTI): 
Parliament is fully pre-
pared for the 18-day 
Monsoon Session from 
Monday under the shad-
ow of the coronavirus 
pandemic with many 
firsts, including sitting of 
the two Houses in shifts 
without any off day, en-
try only to those hav-
ing a negative COVID-19 
report and compulsory 
wearing of masks.

In run-up to the ses-
sion, while over 4,000 
people including MPs and 
staff have been tested for 
COVID-19, most parlia-
mentary operations have 
been digitalized, entire 
premises sanitised and 
doors made touch-free.

The first-of-its-kind 
Monsoon Session will see 
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sab-
ha sitting in two different 
shifts, while special seat-
ing arrangements have 
been made for MPs in ad-
herence to social distanc-
ing guidelines.

Barring on the first 
day, Rajya Sabha will 
convene in morning shift 
from 9 am till 1 pm, and 
Lok Sabha in evening 
shift from 3 pm to 7 pm. 
The chambers of both 
houses along with their 
respective galleries will 
be used for sitting of the 
members in each shift.

In between the two 
shifts, the entire complex 
will be sanitised.

Entry in the prem-
ises will be allowed only 
on production of a CO-
VID-19 negative report, 
with the test conducted 
not more than 72 hours 
before the start of the 
session.

Frequent sanitisation 
of the entire parliament 
complex will also be car-
ried out, while arrange-
ments have been made 
to sanitise various parlia-
mentary papers as well 
as footwear and cars of 

MPs, officials said. Frisk-
ing of people will also 
make way for touch-less 
security scanning, while 
thermal scanning will 
also be totally touch-free.

For making the entire 
Parliament complex a 
safe zone in view of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om Birla 
and Rajya Sabha Chair-
man M Venkaiah Naidu 
had held a series of ex-
tensive discussions with 
officials of the Home 
Ministry, Health Ministry, 
ICMR and the DRDO.

As per the standard 
operating procedures 
finalised for holding the 
session from September 
14 till October 1, the MPs 
and staff of secretariats 
of both houses, as also 
the media personnel cov-
ering the proceedings, 
will be asked to undergo 
COVID-19 test, not more 
than 72 hours before the 
start of the session.

Officials said arrange-
ments were made for 
tests of close to 4,000 
people, including the 
MPs, staff members and 
journalists. Only MPs and 
ministers will be allowed 
inside the main building, 
while necessary seating 
arrangements will be 
made for separate sitting 
of their personal staff in 
the complex.

A new seating ar-
rangement following 
social distancing guide-
lines has been prepared 
by both houses for their 
respective members. 
The MPs will also be al-
lowed to address the 
Chair while seated and 
wearing their masks so 
that the risk of infection 
might be minimised.

It has also been de-
cided that air of air 
conditioners will be ex-
changed six times every 
day to avoid any possible 
infection. The DRDO will 

also provide multi-utility 
COVID-19 kits to all MPs.

Each kit will contain 
40 disposable masks, five 
N-95 masks, 20 bottles of 
sanitisers of 50 ml each, 
face shields, 40 pairs of 
gloves, a touch-free hook 
to open and close doors 
without touching them, 
herbal sanitation wipes 
and tea bags to enhance 
immunity.

The two houses to-
gether have more than 
780 members at present. 
The Health Ministry has 
also suggested that the 
movement of Members 
of Parliament in cham-
bers of both the houses 
can be made unidirec-
tional to avoid face-to-
face interactions.

The Ministry will 
make available short 
video clips to all MPs on 
awareness about CO-
VID-19 infections and 
the benefits of wearing 
masks, etc.

Touchless sanitisers 
will be kept at 40 differ-
ent places within the Par-
liament House complex, 
and emergency medical 
teams and ambulances 
will also be stationed.

All guidelines related 
to COVID-19 prevention 
will be strictly followed, 
the presiding officers of 
both houses have said.

The provision of ul-
traviolet boxes has also 
been made to sanitise 
various parliamentary 
papers handled by the 
presiding officers and 
members. Arrangements 
are also being made 
for sanitisation of foot-
wear and cars used by 
the members and those 
provided by the Secre-
tariat by providing mats 
of required dimensions 
soaked in Hypochloride 
gel placed in troughs.

Marshals will also 
wear masks and face 
shields.
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SAATHI trains 3rd batch 
of students on Life Skills 

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 13 Sept:

SAATHI had organized 
third batch of training 

on life skills for students 
of various Government 
schools of Sikkim From 
10–12 Sept, 2020, a press 
release informs. 

A total of eight 
schools viz: Namthang 
Senior Secondary School, 
BiraspatiParsai Senior 
Secondary School, Nam-
chi Girls Senior Second-
ary School, Burtuk Sec-
ondary School, Mamring 
Senior Secondary School, 
Melli Senior Secondary 
School, Mangan Senior 
Secondary School and 
Ranka Senior Second-
ary School attended the 
training through digital 
platform.

The objective of this 
training program was to 
equip our students with 
certain life skills that en-
able them to cope with 
the demands of everyday 
life, the release mentions. 

The training started 
with an introduction 
round by SAATHI team 
and the sessions covered 
were Coping with emo-
tion and stress by Coun-
seling Psychologist, Pra-
gyan Deep Dewan. 

Coordinator, Prashant 
Sharma, Sikkim Drug Us-
ers Forum shared his ex-
perience on Real life Ex-
perience & Personnel Ex-
perience related to sub-

stance abuse. Professor, 
Dr Satyadeep S Chhetri, 
NB Bhandari Degree Col-
lege counseled students 
on various career aspects 
and how to choose rel-
evant subjects. 

Professor & HOD De-

partment of Social Sci-
ences SCERT, Manorath 
Dahal, Govt of Sikkim 
provided information on 
Effective Communication 
Skills & Time Manage-
ment. Research Scholar 
& Counselling Psycholo-

gist, Roshni Chhetri ex-
plained on Interpersonal 
Relationship and Team-
work and Advocate & 
Cofounder ‘The Accel-
erator’ and North East-
ern Himalayan News 
Service, Pragya Para-

meeta guided students 
on awareness and usage 
of Social Media.

The training conclud-
ed with feedback sent 
through Google form and 
e-certificates were pro-
vided to the students.

Sushma Organisation dis-
tributes relief in Arithang

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 13 Sept:

Gangtok-based Su-
shma Organisation, 

Arithang has distributed 
buckets, raincoats, tar-
paulin, gloves to people 

of the area on Sunday. 
President of the organi-
zation, Sushma Gurung 
and other members of 
the organisation handed 
over these items to 40 
persons in the area. 

Klopp hails his 
champions and Leeds 
for ‘proper spectacle’

SIMON EVANS
Liverpool, 13 Sept [Re-
uters]: Liverpool man-
ager Juergen Klopp said 
he had loved the season-
opening entertainment 
provided by the champi-
ons in their 4-3 win over 
Leeds United on Saturday 
but said there was better 
to come from his side.

Promoted Leeds, 
back in the top flight af-
ter 16 years, fought back 
from a goal down on 
three occasions but Liv-
erpool emerged with the 
three points after an 88th 
minute penalty from hat-
trick hero Mohamed 
Salah.

“What a game, what 
an opponent, what a 
performance from both 
teams. A proper spec-
tacle, I loved that,” said 
Klopp after his team 
extended their unbeat-
en home record in the 
league to 60 games.

“It is pretty rare you 
see that many goals in a 
game, we have left space 
for improvement in our 
defending but that is not 
unusual for a first game. 
Our players have played 
a few days ago for their 
countries so it is possible 
(this happens),” he added.

Klopp gave Leeds 
credit for their display 
after they showed the 
brand of intense football 
that Marcelo Bielsa has 

instilled in them.
“The opponent forced 

us to make mistakes, we 
can do better, we will do 
better but I loved a lot 
about the game against 
a well-organised, pas-
sionate side like Leeds,” 
said Klopp. “We used 
our skills to cause them 
problems, we could have 
scored more and in the 
end we used set-pieces 
which is fine by me.

“It is not like riding a 
bike, you can lose some-
thing in pre-season and it 
takes time to all come to-
gether again. I am really 
positive about this game. 
Leeds will have a good 
season if they can keep 
up that intensity and 
they did it in the Champi-
onship with more games 
so why not?”

Salah said he too was 
impressed by the York-
shire club’s approach at 
an empty Anfield.

“It’s a tough team, to be 
fair. They had a great game. 
There’s no fans but they 
play, they react really well 
and they scored three goals 
against us – that’s huge.

“I’m happy about the 
result and we have to 
keep on improving and 
try not to concede as 
many goals. Without fans 
it’s so tough – especially 
at Anfield, everybody 
knows that. But it’s a 
good start for us,” he said.

Naomi Osaka comes back, beats 
Azarenka for 2nd US Open title

New York, Sep 13 (AP) After one er-
rant forehand in the first set of the US 
Open final, Naomi Osaka looked at her 
coach in the mostly empty Arthur Ashe 
Stadium stands with palms up, as if to 
say, “What the heck is happening?”

In response to another wayward 
forehand against Victoria Azarenka sec-
onds later, Osaka chucked her racket. It 
spun a bit and rattled against the court.

Surprisingly off-kilter in the early 
going Saturday, Osaka kept missing 
shots and digging herself a deficit. Un-
til, suddenly, she lifted her game, and 
Azarenka couldn’t sustain her start. 
By the end, Osaka pulled away to a 1-6 
6-3 6-3 victory for her second US Open 
championship and third Grand Slam 
title overall.

“For me, I just thought,” said Osaka, 
who trailed by a set and a break, “it 
would be very embarrassing to lose this 
in an under an hour.”

This, then, is what she told her-
self with a white towel draped over 
her head at a changeover when things 
looked bleakest: “I just have to try as 
hard as I can and stop having a really 
bad attitude.”

It worked. A quarter-century had 
passed since a woman who lost the first 
set of a US Open final wound up win-
ning: In 1994, Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
did it against Steffi Graf.

“I wasn’t really thinking about win-
ning. I was just thinking about compet-
ing,” Osaka said.

“Somehow, I ended up with the tro-
phy.”

Osaka is a 22-year-old who was 
born in Japan to a Japanese mother and 
Haitian father; the family moved to the 
US when she was 3.

Osaka, now based in California, ar-
rived for the US Open intent on claim-
ing the championship, to be sure, but 
with another goal in mind, as well: con-
tinuing to be a voice for change by call-
ing attention to racial injustice.

She showed up for Saturday’s match 
wearing a mask with the name of Tamir 
Rice, a Black 12-year-old boy killed by 
police in Ohio in 2014. That was the 
seventh mask she’d used during the 
tournament, after honoring other Black 
victims of violence: Breonna Taylor, Eli-
jah McClain, Trayvon Martin, Ahmaud 
Arbery, George Floyd and Philando Cas-
tile. “The point,” Osaka explained, “is to 
make people start talking.”

Last month, Osaka refused to com-

pete after the police shooting of a Black 
man, Jacob Blake, in Wisconsin she said 
she would withdraw from her semifi-
nal at the Western & Southern Open, 
although decided to play after the tour-
nament took a full day off in solidarity.

Osaka and her coach, Wim Fissette 
who used to work with Azarenka have 
said they think the off-court activism 
has helped her energy and mindset in 
matches.

“I wanted,” Osaka said, “more peo-
ple to (see) more names.”

So perhaps it was no coincidence 
that this win over Azarenka, a 31-year-
old from Belarus also seeking a third 
Grand Slam title but first in 7 years, 
made Osaka 11-0 since tennis resumed 
after its hiatus because of the COVID-19 
outbreak.

Osaka added to her triumphs at the 
2018 US Open earned with a brilliant 
performance in a memorably chaotic 
and controversial final against Serena 
Williams and 2019 Australian Open.

Azarenka carried an 11-match win-
ning streak of her own into Saturday, in-
cluding a stirring three-set victory over 
Williams in the semifinals, stopping the 
American’s bid for a 24th Grand Slam 
title.

Azarenka won the 2012 and 2013 
Australian Opens and lost to Williams 
in the US Open finals each of those 
years.

“I thought the third time was the 
charm,” Azarenka said, “but I guess I’ll 
have to try again.”

Even after Osaka surged ahead 
4-1 in the third set, the outcome was 
unclear. Azarenka drew to 4-3, then 
stood and stretched during the ensuing 
changeover.

“Had a little bit of a energy dip,” Aza-
renka said.

Osaka regained control, then laid 
down on the court when the final was 
over.

The 23,000-plus seats in the main 
arena at Flushing Meadows were not 
entirely unclaimed, just mostly so while 
fans were not allowed to attend because 
of the coronavirus pandemic, dozens of 
people who worked at the tournament 
attended and the cavernous place was 
not entirely silent, just mostly so. One 
of the lucky few in the house: Osaka’s 
boyfriend, rapper YBN Cordae.

“I’m very grateful for the opportuni-
ty to play in front of millions of people 
watching on TV,” Azarenka said. 

Seven positive COVID-19 
results ahead of ACL restart

Kuala Lumpur, Sep 13 
(AP): The resumption 
of the AFC Asian Cham-
pions League has taken 
a setback with seven 
positive results returned 
from COVID-19 tests con-
ducted on all the partici-
pating teams in the West 
Asian ‘hub’ of Qatar.

The Asian Football 
Confederation confirmed 
on Saturday that five 
players and one official 
from Saudi Arabia’s Al 
Hilal and one player from 
Qatari side Al Duhail had 
tested positive for coro-
navirus.

Competition in the 
western zone restarts 
Monday with clubs from 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Iran, 
United Arab Emirates 

and Uzbekistan meet-
ing in the regional ‘hub’ 
of Qatar, where all of the 
games will take place.

“Those who tested 
positive are under medi-
cal supervision in a quar-
antined environment as 
required by the safety 
measures and COVID-19 
protocols put in place 
for the tournament,” the 
AFC said in a statement 
Saturday. The AFC had also 
previously revealed that 
United Arab Emirates team 
Al-Wahda will be unable to 
travel to Qatar after several 
members of the club tested 
positive for COVID-19.

According to tourna-
ment rules, Al-Wahda 
will have to forfeit all 
group games. 

Whistleblower’s 
claims on Rus-
sian interference 
fits pattern
WASHINGTON (AP): A 
whistleblower’s allega-
tion that he was pres-
sured to suppress intel-
ligence about Russian 
election interference is 
the latest in a series of 
similar accounts involv-
ing former Trump ad-
ministration officials, 
raising concerns the 
White House risks un-
dercutting efforts to stop 
such intrusions if it plays 
down the seriousness of 
the problem.

There is no question 
the administration has 
taken actions to coun-
ter Russian interference, 
including sanctions and 
criminal charges on 
Thursday designed to 
call out foreign influ-
ence campaigns aimed 
at American voters. But 
Trump’s resistance to 
embracing the gravity of 
the threat could leave the 
administration without a 
consistent and powerful 
voice of deterrence at the 
top of the government 
heading into an election 
that U.S. officials say is 
again being targeted by 
Russia.

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin “is not 
deterred,” said Connecti-
cut Rep. Jim Himes, a 
Democratic member of 
the House Intelligence 
Committee. Himes said 
Putin feels “empowered, 
probably inoculated in 
the U.S. because of the 
president’s behavior.”

Brian Murphy, the 
former top intelligence 
official at the Department 
of Homeland Security, al-
leges in the complaint 
made public Wednesday 
that he was instructed 
to hold back on reports 
on Russian interference 
because they “made the 
president look bad.” That 
follows previous reports 
that Trump berated his 
then-intelligence direc-
tor after a congressional 
briefing about Moscow’s 
interference and that the 
president sought the firing 
of another official who told 
Congress he supported in-
telligence agencies’ assess-
ment that Russia had in-
terfered on Trump’s behalf 
during the 2016 election.   
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Quotaed into Lethargy
Time to ask the right questions and 

demand better

Reservation, quotas, local protection… These remain 
strong political constituencies to this day in the 

country, 73 years and counting since the day India became 
Free and its people equal! The exclamation because the 
stop-gap arrangement of quotas, put in place while long-
term policies were kick-started to make equal opportunity 
and equal access realities for communities that had 
remained underprivileged, subjugated and sidelined for 
centuries, appears to have mutated into a permanent 
fixture. This reality perhaps deserves a double exclamation 
mark because the nation continues to discover more 
communities which require a reserved slot and special 
treatment to come at par with the mainstream. Yes, this 
is an inexplicable situation teetering at risk of short-term 
gains becoming long-term liabilities. 

Fact remains that reservations have made people lazy 
and segregation can never deliver either unity or equality, 
but this is not a statement supporting the end of quotas 
and reservations, in fact, it is an attempt to get those in 
the reserved lot to ask the more important questions and 
flex beyond the chips hammered into their shoulders. 
What has arguably flawed the reservation regime is its 
institutionalization, which requires its reinforcement at 
every level through overt displays – from the makeup 
of bureaucracy to the Cabinet. Merit, as a result, gets not 
only sidelined, but even compromised at times because 
harmonised composition becomes the desired trait. One 
cannot blame the first leaders of Independent India for this 
measure, they did after all, plan to have a more concrete 
solution in place before the idea outlived its utility or 
instilled tokenism. Later leaders did not allow that to 
happen and preferred to secure captive vote-banks instead. 
And only they (such leaders) appear to have gained. Look 
around, there are many examples of individual members 
from the reserved categories having benefited from the 
policy, but has reservation delivered what it promises to 
the community as a whole? At least in the same scale as 
it has fed political careers which require people to remain 
underprivileged and denied at some levels to remain 
relevant. Such ideologies have problems with real reform 
and actual progress and examples of such self-centered 
profiteering from the miseries of others abound.

The limitations of a reservations-only approach to 
lift communities up started manifesting with the second 
generation itself and the benefits have not spread as 
uniformly, and only very rarely to the grassroots level. 
Make no mistake, we are still a country of such massive 
inequalities and astounding privilege that quotas and 
reservations are still required, unfortunately not because 
the model is perfect, but because this has remained the 
only route opened. The carrot of quotas makes people lazy 
and soon people enjoying this benefit [at least on paper] 
forget that this was to undo the damage of centuries of 
discrimination and subject themselves to more humiliation 
by themselves believing that they are feeding on a sop or 
lack the potential to compete better, when they are actually 
being compensated for historical wrongs. This makes them 
refrain from asking the right questions. 

Quotas are fine, but they are limited. What should be 
given is access to the best grooming, an education that 
prepares them to compete with the best… aspire for the 
“open” category, not snuggle into the slivers offered as 
quota. Reserved quotas are add-ons, the plan-B’s, and 
not the constricting pigeonholes they have now become 
to stifle ambition and suffocate confidence. Things can 
improve only when the educational infrastructure in 
villages and “backward” areas is strengthened, made at par 
with “city” institutes; when the best teachers take classes 
in basti schools and a generation of eager competitors 
replaces those who set their ambitions with one eye on 
their surnames and what it accrues them. And this was 
always how things were to proceed when reservation was 
first introduced, presenting itself as a salve for the short-
term while long-term interventions were put in place to 
level the playing field. That follow-up never happened, and 
that remains the continuing denial of people who have 
been marginalized throughout history because access is 
still controlled. 

Why secrecy over Modi’s coronavirus 
relief fund damages democracy

Book reveals new, surprising nuggets about 
Nelson Mandela’s last years in jail

VIDYA VENKAT
theconversation.com

Since India overtook Brazil in September to be-
come the country with the second largest num-

ber of coronavirus cases in the world (after the US), 
the response of the government of Narendra Modi 
has come under even tighter scrutiny.

In late March, Prime Minister Modi announced 
the formation of a special fund to address the emer-
gency situation caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Called the Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and 
Relief in Emergency Situations Fund (PM-CARES 
Fund), it has attracted controversy right from the 
start.

According to its official website, the fund was 
set up to collect donations from India and abroad 
to “undertake and support relief or assistance of 
any kind relating to a public health emergency or 
any other kind of emergency”. The website says the 
fund will provide financial assistance and grants to 
affected populations.

But the prime minister’s office has refused to 
provide exact details of donations made to the fund 
or make public decisions about how the donations 
are being used.

Several information seekers, including me, have 
tried to use India’s Right to Information (RTI) Act, 
which facilitates access to government files and re-
cords, to find out more details about the fund. We 
have been blocked, with a number of requests for 
information turned down by Modi’s office on the 
grounds that the fund is a public charitable trust 
and not a “public authority” as defined under the 
RTI act.

OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS
The fund’s website claims that in the financial 

year ending March 2020, 20 billion rupees (£210 
million) was spent on supplying 50,000 ventilators 
manufactured by Indian firms to government hos-
pitals. It also says that 10 billion rupees was given 
to state governments to assist migrant labourers, 

and that another 1 billion rupees was allocated to 
support COVID-19 vaccine development efforts.

But when the transparency activist Anjali 
Bhardwaj sent an RTI request to the ministry of 
health about the ventilators, the response showed 
that only 17,100 were eventually allocated or dis-
patched to states and union territories by July 20. 
Bhardwaj’s response also revealed that two of the 
firms received funding even though they hadn’t 
been recommended by a technical committee.

So far, it’s also been impossible to verify through 
RTI queries what other money was spent giving as-
sistance to migrant labourers, or which of India’s 
25 vaccine development initiatives the PM-CARES 
fund has supported.

In late August, Modi’s office announced the 
fund would finance two 500-bed hospitals in Bihar. 
But this has further fuelled controversy, with the 
announcement seen by some opposition figures as 
a political move ahead of assembly elections due 
in the state in October given that other states have 
higher numbers of cases.

And in September, the Supreme Court struck 
down a petition demanding that money from the 
fund be transferred to the National Disaster Re-
sponse Fund to finance COVID-19 relief work.

GOVERNMENT SECRECY
The union minister, Ravi Shankar Prasad, has 

hit out at political opponents who were demanding 
accountability for the PM-CARES Fund. While he 
claimed that “transparency was writ large” in the 
way the fund functions, it’s curious that the prime 
minister’s office continues to block legitimate que-
ries about it.

In late August, I filed an RTI application seek-
ing various details of the charitable trust under 
which the PM-CARES Fund had been registered, 
and which state regulatory authority was monitor-
ing the trust. But I was refused information on the 
grounds that the fund was not a public authority.

However, this assertion does not pass muster. 
Back in 2007, a similar situation arose with regards 

to a request for information about the Prime Min-
ister’s National Relief Fund (PMNRF), which has 
received public contributions since it was set up in 
1948 by India’s first prime minister, Jawaharlal Ne-
hru. The Central Information Commission, which 
adjudicates information appeals, made it clear that 
the prime minister’s office had to comply with re-
quests for information about the PMNRF.

As transparency campaigner Lokesh Batra told 
me, the entire credibility of the new PM-CARES 
Fund relies upon Modi making appeals for dona-
tions. Its website uses a gov.in domain which is re-
served for government bodies. The fund is housed 
in the prime minister’s office and uses its address. 
Several of Batra’s right for information queries on 
the fund have also been denied since April.

POLITICS OF TRANSPARENCY
Those holding high office are often reluctant to 

be transparent about government affairs, fearing 
political consequences. During my PhD fieldwork 
on the right to information movement in India, I’ve 
been observing how information received under 
the act influences public perception about govern-
ment performance. This information can be used 
by political opponents to delegitimise those in 
power. Such competitive politics, however, helps to 
deepen democracy and keep the misuse of power 
in check.

When Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) won 
a majority in India’s 2014 election, it was helped by 
the previous Congress coalition falling prey to two 
major corruption scandals. Both these scandals, 
surrounding the allocation of 2G spectrum and 
the Commonwealth Games, were brought to light 
through the use of the RTI act.

Now that the heat of public scrutiny is on 
the current BJP government in the middle of the 
pandemic, it’s their turn to demonstrate that do-
nations to the PM-CARES Fund are being put to 
proper use.

[the writer is PhD Candidate in Social An-
thropology, SOAS, University of London]

GAVIN EVANS
theconversation.com

Twenty years ago the South Afri-
can academic Jan-Ad Stemmet 

met the apartheid era justice minis-
ter Kobie Coetsee, who announced 
he had transcripts of 13,000 pages of 
recordings of Nelson Mandela’s time 
in prison.

These transcripts of the anti-
apartheid struggle icon contained, 
he said, “bombs, atom bombs” that 
would “blow everything up.”

The pair began to discuss a book 
deal but only two days in the 69-year-
old Coetsee died of a heart attack 
and the moment passed. Then, 14 
years on, this trove of documents re-
emerged in an archive at the Univer-
sity of the Free State, where Stemmet 
taught history.

Stemmet worked with the veteran 
South African journalist Riaan de Vil-
liers to piece together the transcripts of 
recordings made in the final five years 
preceding Mandela’s release on 11 Feb-
ruary 1990 – a period of intense revolt 
against the apartheid regime, in which 
the black townships were rendered 
“ungovernable” and a low level civil 
war erupted.

Mandela and his seven comrades 
had been sentenced to life for sabotage 
at the end of the Rivonia trial (1963-
1964). In line with apartheid policies 
all, except Denis Goldberg, who was 
white, were sent to Robben Island, 
where black political prisoners were 
kept.

From the account of the secret 
prison recordings documented, Coet-
see emerges as a key player in this pe-
riod of South African history. The small, 
enigmatic and inscrutable lawyer by 
training was a far-sighted plotter who 
sometimes spoke in riddles and held 
his cards close to his chest.

Coetsee bugged Mandela’s prison 
conversations, which were also sepa-
rately bugged by the National Intelli-
gence Service. He seems to have used 
the knowledge and power this provid-
ed to help steer his own government in 
the direction of negotiations with the 
ANC.

As early as 1984, as justice minister, 
he suggested Mandela’s unconditional 
release, and helped persuade the bel-
licose Prime Minister PW Botha of the 
value of dialogue with “Prisoner 913”. 
Years later he helped frame FW de 
Klerk’s historic speech to parliament 
that announced the unbanning of the 
ANC and other political organisations.

De Villiers and Stemmet’s book, 
Prisoner 913: Revelations from the Ko-
bie Coetsee Archive, offers a detailed 
look at Mandela’s talks with represen-
tatives of the apartheid government 
while he was in prison. It does indeed 
contain revelations that might be sur-

prising, but no “atom bombs”.
What it does offer is valuable in-

sight into Mandela’s extraordinary role 
in guiding the future of his country while 
still in prison, with the gnome-like Coet-
see playing a key supporting role.

PRELUDE TO TALKS TO END 
APARTHEID

Shortly after being separated from 
his fellow prisoners at Pollsmoor – Wal-
ter Sisulu, Ahmed Kathrada, Raymond 
Mhlaba, Elias Motsoaledi and Andrew 
Mlangeni – in 1985, Mandela began 
talking to government representatives. 
This he only revealed to the others af-
ter his initial meeting with Coetsee that 
year. The book notes that Mhlaba and 
Mlangeni were enthusiastic; Sisulu and 
Kathrada less so.

Mandela saw his role as a facilitator 
between the government and the ANC. 
He even proposed to Coetsee that the 
two of them go together to Lusaka to 
speak to the exiled ANC, an idea that 
fizzled out. Later Mandela considered 
an invitation from De Klerk to serve 
as a member of a “group of wise men” 
who’d advise him, but this too was 
dropped.

When Sisulu and seven others were 
released in 1989 Coetsee and Mandela 
agreed the ANC should not “fuel fur-
ther conflict”. He was particularly keen 
that the ANC tone down its “armed 
struggle” rhetoric. He spoke on a pris-
on phone to Thabo Mbeki, who was 
then the movement’s publicity director. 
Mbeki read to him an ANC statement 
but conveniently left out the bit where 
they called for armed struggled to be 

intensified. Mandela later discovered 
this and was peeved, saying Mbeki had 
“made a mistake”.

In a January 1990 memo for the 
cabinet, Coetsee summarised Mande-
la’s dilemma.

His separate detention in relatively 

comfortable conditions created a situ-
ation in which his colleagues became 
irritable and even distrustful towards 
him, especially when it became known 
that he was holding discussions with 
ministers and senior officials.

Coetsee suggested this was his 
side’s aim, saying it was “subtly exploit-
ed” but conceded it failed because

Mandela sought throughout to pre-
vent a wedge being driven between 
him and his organisation, or even that 
such perceptions should develop and 
take root.

One example is negotiation strat-
egy.

Mandela proposed a two-stage 
model: first the government and ANC 
would work out preconditions; then 
the actual negotiations would begin. 
However, when the ANC adopted a dif-
ferent approach, calling on the govern-
ment first to create a “climate for nego-
tiations”, Mandela went along with this.

Gradually, the initiative shifted 
away from Coetsee and towards Pris-
oner 913, who made the key decisions 
with the government responding, right 
down to the timing and modalities of 
his own release.

A VIEW ON WINNIE MANDELA
Some of the most intriguing pas-

sages relate to Winnie Mandela. A 
document covering a conversation 
with his elder daughter Zenani and her 
husband, Swazi Prince Muzi Dlamini, is 
particularly revealing. Nelson wanted 
their younger daughter, Zindzi, to join 
her sister at the University of Boston 
because he was worried about Winnie’s 

“corrupting influence”, with the prison note 
taker recording him saying she had “no re-
spect for the community, the family or him-
self and also not for herself.”

The note taker summarised Man-
dela’s remarks on the early years of 
their marriage when Winnie “went 
around with married men” and “had re-
lationships with other men”. Once, when 
in hiding, he told her he was going to Dur-
ban and was arrested and it was clear the 
police knew he was there and that Win-
nie was the source of this information.

She had told this to someone with 
whom she was having an intimate rela-
tionship who betrayed him.

The writers suggest that justice min-
ister Coetsee, not wanting to unsettle 
their talks, ensured Winnie faced lesser 
charges in the case of Stompie Seipei (the 
14-year-old murdered in her care). She 
was charged with kidnapping and as-
sault rather than murder.

IMPORTANCE OF THE BOOK
Along the way the documents bring 

out historical nuggets that the authors 
don’t elaborate on. For example, it is 
clear that “unrest” and sanctions are 
the backdrop for the concessions made 
by the apartheid government, with 
Coetsee confiding in Mandela that “the 
government is under intense economic 
and financial pressure.” 

It is also clear that the claim by 
some analysts that it was the fall of 
communism that prompted moves to-
wards negotiations to end apartheid 
and secure majority rule is off the 
mark. The talks momentum started in 
1984. By the late 1980s the decision to 
release Mandela unconditionally had 
been taken, with the release of Govan 
Mbeki in 1987 and then Sisulu and sev-
en others seen as trial runs. All of this 
happened before the fall of the Berlin 
wall in November 1989.

The book adds to the picture 
painted in Mandela’s memoir Long 
Walk to Freedom, sometimes contra-
dicting it in minor details. Now and 
then Mandela miscalculated but it is 
clear that without his vision, poise 
and self-confidence, history might 
have taken a less promising turn.

Prisoner 913 is a book more for 
scholars and those with a passion for 
the South African “struggle” than for 
general readers. The “913” in the title 
comes from Mandela’s general prison 
number, which was used in all the 
transcripts. His number on Robben 
Island was famously 46664.

[the writer is Lecturer, Culture 
and Media department, Birk-

beck, University of London]
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151 new cases push Arunachal’s 

COVID-19 tally to 5,961COVID-19: Forensic Science 
Lab adopts new work style

New Delhi, Sep 13 
(PTI): From organis-
ing online training pro-
grammes for its staff to 
sending smaller teams to 
crime spots, the Forensic 
Science Laboratory (FSL) 
has changed its work 
style during the corona-
virus pandemic, an offi-
cial said.

The FSL prioritised 
the northeast Delhi ri-
ots and also collected 
samples from the Niza-
muddin Markaz which 
emerged as a coronavi-
rus hot spot, a second of-
ficial said.

“It was challenging 
but we accepted the chal-
lenge and went ahead. 
Our team in a way has 
worked as a crime war-
rior during the pan-
demic,” said FSL Director 
Deepa Verma.

Verma said the FSL 
has made special ar-
rangements to send staff 
to crime scenes.

“Apart from giving 
PPE kits, we have decid-
ed to not send big teams 
to crime spots”, she said.

A one-month special-
ised online training pro-
gramme was organised 
to make the staff aware 
and prepare for “smart 
working”. “They were 
given training for every 
field,” she added.

She said it was for the 

first time that online train-
ing was given to experts 
with an objective “that 
even if they have to handle 
things apart from their 
own domain they can do 
so”. Verma said they have 
adapted to a new work-
ing style and their experts 
don PPE kits when they 
visit crime spots.

“We have ensured that 
all our staff protect them-
selves by taking all pre-
cautionary measures amid 

the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic. At the counters 
where we receive samples, 
the staff have been given 
gloves, head gear, face 
shields, kits, shoes, shoe 
covers,” she said.

The FSL director said 
when they get samples, 
they wait for some time 
before working on them. 
“Every sample has a dif-
ferent time for the sur-
vival of the virus on its 
surface. It is a very ex-

haustive exercise and we 
take help from hospitals 
on that basis. We had 
also written to AIIMS to 
seek their help and they 
helped us,” she explained.

The FSL also stores 
viscera of victims and they 
have even gotten samples 
of coronavirus patients, 
who died by suicide.

“The procedure is 
the same and in such 
cases, the body samples 
are preserved safely and 

studied after the stipulat-
ed waiting period, which 
is the time of degrada-
tion of virus. Every ex-
hibit has different wait-
ing time,” Verma said.

She said they usually 
have a waiting period 
of 24-48 hours as a pre-
cautionary measure be-
fore they start studying 
a sample and the place 
where they keep the 
sample, they sanitise it 
thoroughly.

Kolkata Metro resumes services 
with NEET special trains

One more COVID-related death 
in Ladakh, toll reaches 39

Two-year-old girl among 
35 new COVID-19 
cases in Mizoram

NSCN (Khango) elects 
Newell Naga as General 

Secretary; expels Isak Chishi

“Speechless” says Lalu on 
Raghuvansh’s death

2 arrested for vandalism 
at Kolkata college

Ranchi, Sep 13 (PTI): 
Jailed RJD supremo 
Lalu Prasad on Sunday 
mourned the death of 
close aide and former 
Union minister Raghu-
vansh Prasad Singh, say-
ing he was “speechless”.

“I had told you only 
the day before yester-
day that you are not go-
ing anywhere. But you 
have gone so far away. I 
am speechless, I am sad. 
You will always be in my 
memory,” he tweeted.

Singh, a five term for-
mer MP and Union min-
ister had on Thursday 
resigned from the RJD 
and sent his resignation 
letter to Prasad, serving 

time after conviction in 
four fodder scam cases.

“Since the death 
of Jannayak Karpoori 
Thakur, I stood behind 
you for 32 years, but not 
now,” he said in his brief 
one-line resignation let-
ter to Prasad from his 
hospital bed at AIIMS, 
New Delhi, where he was 
admitted due to post-CO-
VID complications.

Thakur was a promi-
nent socialist leader and 
former state chief minis-
ter.

Hours later, Prasad 
wrote back from jail in 
complete disbelief.

“I don’t believe....a 
letter purportedly writ-

ten by you is on social 
media. I, my family, and 
the RJD family that have 
nursed the party want 
you to get well soon and 
be amongst us,” Prasad 
wrote back.

“For four decades, 
we have together dis-
cussed political, social 
and even family matters. 
You get well soon and 
we will discuss again. 
You are not going any-
where, you understand,” 
Prasad wrote in a hand-
written letter that had 
the stamp of the prison 
authority.

Prasad’s Twitter ac-
count is handled by his 
family and associates.

Kolkata, Sep 13 (PTI): 
Two persons were ar-
rested on Sunday in con-
nection with the vandal-
ism at a college in south 
Kolkata, police said.

The duo was arrested 
for their role in vandalis-
ing the David Hare Train-
ing College on Ballygunge 
Circular Road on Friday 
night, they said.

Not only the furniture 
in different rooms of the 
college were vandalised 
but also damages were 
caused to the electrical 
and internet setup. Be-

sides, ACs and routers 
were stolen from the col-
lege building, an officer 
said. The two arrested 
live in the slum behind 
the college, he said.

“These two persons 
are not students of the 
college. We are talking 
to them to find out who 
else was with them,” the 
officer of the Ballygunge 
police station said.

Police said that they 
suspect a gang is in-
volved in the incident 
that happened when the 
state was under total 

lockdown. Online exami-
nations are supposed to 
be held in the college, a 
teachers’ training institu-
tion, on October 1.

Since there was no 
CCTV in the college prem-
ises, police said they 
were finding it difficult to 
identify those behind the 
vandalism and ascertain 
how many people were 
involved in it.

“It’s not yet under-
stood why they carried 
out such vandalism here. 
We are talking to them,” 
the officer said.

Aizawl, Sep 13 (PTI): 
Mizoram reported 35 
new COVID-19 cases on 
Sunday, taking the state’s 
tally to 1,414, an official 
said.

Among the new pa-
tients were a two-year-
old girl, and two truckers 
who came to the state 
from Punjab and Assam, 
he said.

There are 591 ac-
tive cases in the state at 
present while 823 people 
have recovered from CO-
VID-19, the official said.

Of the new cases, 

28 were reported from 
Aizawl, four from Lunglei 
and three from Kolasib, 
he said.

All the 35 patients 
were in quarantine when 
they were found COVID-
positive, he added.

According to the state 
health department, the 
recovery rate is 58.21 
per cent.

The state has so far 
tested 49,091 samples 
for COVID- 19.

Mizoram has not re-
ported any COVID-19 fa-
tality.

Dimapur, Sept 12 [Naga-
landPage]: The NSCN/
GPRN (Khango) today 
unanimously elected 
Newell Naga as its Gen-
eral Secretary against the 
existing vacancy created 
by former general secre-
tary, Isak Chishi, who was 
expelled from the party 
membership. This was in-
formed in a press release 
issued by Lt Gen (Retd) 
Khango Konyak, Presi-
dent, NSCN/GPRN -K)

In another press re-
lease, Khango Konyak 
stated that an emer-
gency meeting was held 
at Council Headquarters 
today where represen-
tatives from all regions 
headed by the Region 
Chairman, Council of Ki-
onsers, CCM and High 
Ranking Officers N/A at-
tended.

During the meeting 
the house resolved to 
expel its general secre-

tary, Isak Chishi from ac-
tive member of NSCN/
GPRN (K) with immedi-
ate effect for violation of 
Yezhabo, as per Article 
18 and misuse of Article 
23. “Further found the 
following act against the 
Government-nepotism, 
tribalism, failed to follow 
and adhere to the Joint 
Council meeting resolu-
tion adopted on 23rd Oct 
2018, superseding Presi-
dent’s power and author-
ity, seized the Office of 
Home Ministry, deploy-
ment and maintaining 
the general strength of 
military unity which is 
against the authority of 
Chief of Army Staff and 
General Headquarter,” 
the release stated.

The meeting alleged 
that Isak used to imprint 
block in an official pad 
which is unauthorized 
by the Government, the 
release added.

Leh, Sep 13 (PTI): The 
Union Territory of La-
dakh recorded one more 
COVID-19 related death, 
taking the number of fa-
talities in the region to 
39, officials said on Sun-
day.

A 62-year-old pa-
tient, who had recently 
tested positive for coro-
navirus, died in Leh dis-
trict on Saturday and 

the last rights of the de-
ceased were conducted 
as per the set protocol, 
they said.

His death was the 
16th COVID-19 related 
fatality in Leh district, 
while rest of 23 deaths 
have taken place in Kar-
gil district.

With detection of 66 
fresh positive cases -- 37 
in Leh and 29 in Kargil, 

the virus caseload in the 
UT has gone up to 3,294 
till Saturday evening, the 
officials said.

While 73 percent of 
the patients have recov-
ered from the disease, 
the rest of 841 active cas-
es are undergoing treat-
ment in the twin dis-
tricts. They included 465 
in Leh and 376 in Kargil, 
the officials said.

Itanagar, Sep 13 (PTI): 
The COVID-19 tally in 
Arunachal Pradesh rose 
to 5,961 as 151 more 
people, including 20 se-
curity personnel, have 
tested positive for the 
disease, an official said 
on Sunday.

Of the fresh cases, 63 
were reported from the 
Capital Complex region, 
22 from Changlang, 13 
from Lower Dibang Val-
ley, 10 from Upper Siang, 
seven from Tawang and 
six each from Papumpare 
and East Siang districts, 
State Surveillance Officer 
Dr L Jampa said.

Four new cases each 
were also reported from 
Longding, Kurung Kumey 
and Leparada, three from 

Tirap, two each from Up-
per Subansiri, West Siang 
and Lower Subansiri and 
one each from Namsai, 
Anjaw and Lohit dis-
tricts, he said.

“Twenty security per-
sonnel - six army men 
and 14 Assam Rifles em-
ployees - are among the 
fresh patients. Thirteen 
Border Roads Organ-
isation staffers are also 
diagnosed with the dis-
ease,” Jampa said.

Barring 19, all are 
asymptomatic and have 
been shifted to COVID 
Care Centres, he said.

At least 128 people 
were cured of the disease 
and discharged from hos-
pitals on Saturday, taking 
the number of recover-

ies to 4,253 in the state, 
he said. The recovery 
rate among COVID-19 
patients in the state now 
stands at 70.34 per cent.

Arunachal Pradesh 
now has 1,698 active cas-
es, Jampa said.

The Capital Complex 
region, comprising Itana-
gar, Naharlagun, Nirjuli 
and Banderdewa areas, 
has the highest number 
of active COVID-19 cases 
at 416, followed by West 
Siang at 221, Papumpare 
at 190, East Siang at 151, 
Tirap at 97 and West Ka-
meng at 84, he said.

The state has so far 
tested over 2.03 lakh 
samples for COVID-19, 
including, 2,440 on Sat-
urday, the official added.

Kolkata, Sep 13 (PTI): 
The wheels of Kolkata 
Metro started rolling 
again with passengers on 
Sunday after nearly six 
months with special ser-
vices for NEET examin-
ees and their guardians.

Regular passenger 
services will commence 
on Monday with social 
distancing measures and 
other safety protocols 
in view of the COVID-19 
pandemic, a Metro offi-
cial said.

NEET aspirants, 
many accompanied by 
their guardians, queued 
up in front of metro sta-
tions to reach their ex-
amination centres well 
before 10 am when the 
first trains started from 
both ends of the North-
South line -- Noapara and 
Kavi Subhash.

The examinees and 

their guardians were al-
lowed inside the stations 
upon showing the admit 
cards to police personnel 
posted at the entry gates.

The candidates and 
their guardians went 
through thermal check-
ing and sanitised their 
hands before buying pa-
per tickets at the coun-
ters. The special services 
will continue till 7 pm at 
intervals of 15 minutes, 
officials said.

Regular passenger 
services on the North-

South and the East-West 
lines will commence on 
Monday. Officials said 
that 110 trains will be 
operated on the North-
South line every day, ex-
cept Sundays when the 
services will be shut for 
sanitisation of rakes and 
stations.

The East-West Metro 
will also recommence 
services from September 
14 between Sector V and 
Yuva Bharati Krirangan 
stations with 36 trains in 
each direction, they said.
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Champion Osaka harnesses sport’s 
biggest spotlight in fight for racial justice

AMY TENNERY
New York,  13 Sept 
[Reuters]: Naomi Osaka 
capped a transformative 
U.S. Open with another 
Grand Slam title and 
a challenge to the mil-
lions watching across 
the globe on Saturday to 
“start talking” about ra-
cial justice.

Striding into Ar-
thur Ashe Stadium for 
her first-round match 
12 days ago, Osaka put 
her activism front-and-
center from the start, 
wearing a mask to honor 
Breonna Taylor, a Black 
woman killed by police 
officers who burst into 
her apartment in March.

Osaka would go on 
to recognize seven dif-
ferent Black Americans - 
one for each of the seven 
rounds of the tourna-
ment - bringing the Black 
Lives Matter protests 
against police brutality 
to her sport’s broad in-
ternational fan base.

Asked after her final 
what message she hoped 
to send with her masks, 
she turned the ques-
tion on her interviewer, 
“What was the message 

that you got?”
“The point is to make 

people start talking,” she 
added.

Osaka, who was born 
in Japan to a Haitian fa-
ther and Japanese moth-
er, spent her formative 
years in the United States 
and lives in Los Angeles. 
She represents her birth 
country in competition 
but her influence defies 

international borders.
“Everything that I 

was doing off the court 
was sort of on the court 
at the same time too,” she 
said in a televised inter-
view after her three-sets 
win over Victoria Aza-
renka. “It made me stron-
ger because I felt like I 
have more desire to win 
because I want to show 
more names.”

One of the most rec-
ognized personalities in 
Japan, Osaka sent shock-
waves through her sport 
before the tournament 
even began.

She forced the post-
ponement of the West-
ern & Southern Open 
semi-final late last 
month after opting out 
of the match in protest 
over the police shoot-

ing of Jacob Blake in 
Wisconsin, as athletes 
in the National Basket-
ball Association (NBA) 
and Women’s National 
Basketball Association 
(WNBA) mounted simi-
lar boycotts.

“Watching the con-
tinued genocide of Black 
people at the hand of the 
police is honestly making 
me sick to my stomach,” 

she wrote on social me-
dia at the time.

Tennis pioneer Billie 
Jean King said the action 
put her in the pantheon 
of the greatest athlete ac-
tivists.

“It has been more 
than 50 years since ath-
letes like Muhammad Ali, 
John Carlos and Tommie 
Smith and the Original 
9 of women’s tennis all 

stood up and used their 
sport, their voices and 
their actions to change 
humanity,” she said.

“The baton has been 
passed and Naomi has 
accepted it.”

Her final mask of the 
U.S. Open bore the name 
of Tamir Rice, a 12-year-
old Black child who was 
holding a toy gun when 
a police officer shot and 
killed him in Cleveland, 
Ohio, in 2014.

She said she thought 
about wearing the mask 
for her trophy ceremony 
but was told not to don a 
face covering for the ex-
change.

Osaka, who has im-
mersed herself in Hai-
tian history as she forms 
her views on racial and 
social justice, said she 
would be interested in 
meeting with the fami-
lies of the seven people 
who appeared on her 
masks during the tour-
nament.

“I learn more through 
experiences,” she said. 
“For me, I feel like shar-
ing stories and hearing 
people’s experiences is 
very valuable.”

Koeman drops Suarez, 
Vidal for Barcelona friendly

LeBron and 
Lakers ground 
Rockets to 
make long-
awaited return 
to West finals
Los Angeles, 13 Sept 
[AP]: The Los Angeles 
Lakers are going to the 
conference finals for 
the first time in a de-
cade, ending the longest 
drought in franchise 
history.

LeBron James is go-
ing there for the first 
time since 2018. For him, 
that also qualifies as end-
ing a drought.

James scored 29 
points and the Lakers 
wrapped up their first 
trip to the Western Con-
ference finals since 2010 
by topping the Houston 
Rockets 119-96 on Sat-
urday night in Game 5 at 
Walt Disney World.

“It’s the reason I 
wanted to be a part of 
this franchise, to take 
them back to a place that 
they were accustomed to 
being – and that’s com-
peting for a champion-
ship,” James said. “It’s an 
honor for me to wear the 
purple and gold, and for 
us, we just try to contin-
ue the legacy.”

Kyle Kuzma scored 
17 points, Markieff Mor-
ris had 16, Danny Green 
added 14 and Anthony 
Davis finished with 13 
for the top-seeded Lak-
ers. They will play ei-
ther the second-seeded 
Los Angeles Clippers 
or third-seeded Denver 
Nuggets for the West title 
in a series that won’t be-
gin before Wednesday.

James is going to the 
conference finals for the 
11th time overall – six 
with Cleveland, four with 
Miami and now with the 
Lakers. It’s his ninth time 
getting to this round in 
the last 10 seasons; the 
one miss in that stretch 
was last season, when his 
inaugural year with the 
Lakers fell apart because 
of injury and the team 
missed the playoffs.

“The opportunity 
to play for a champion-
ship, that’s what we’re all 
here for, that’s what we 
all signed up for,” James 
said.

James Harden scored 
30 points, Jeff Green 
scored 13 and Russell 
Westbrook had 10 for 
Houston.

“Tough season for 
us,” Harden said. “Obvi-
ously, it didn’t end like 
we wanted it to. Just got 
to figure it out.”

And now that the 
offseason is here, the 
speculation about coach 
Mike D’Antoni’s future 
will ramp up. His con-
tract with the Rockets is 
now complete, the sides 
couldn’t agree on terms 
of any extension a year 
ago, and he’s been men-
tioned as a candidate for 
the vacancies in Indiana 
and Philadelphia.

“We’ve got a great 
organization, great city, 
great fans, team’s great,” 
D’Antoni said. “I mean, 
everything’s good here. 
We’ll see what happens, 
but I couldn’t ask for a 
better situation. I had 
four years and hope-
fully it keeps going. You 
just never know.” It was 
a tough end to a tough 
week for the Rockets.

Westbrook ex-
changed heated words 
with a fan in the family 
section during the fourth 
quarter; NBA security 
asked the man, identified 
by ESPN as a brother of 
Lakers guard Rajon Ron-
do, to leave the game.   

Leeds bloody Liverpool’s noses but 
frenzied defending will alarm El Loco

JONATHAN WILSON
Liverpool, 13 Sept [theGuard-
ian]: On his first day in his new 
prison, Marcelo Bielsa walked into 
the yard and, following the time-
honoured precedent, approached 
the biggest fellow convict he could 
find, and smashed him in the mouth. 
He may have lost the fight that en-
sued, but he landed sufficient blows 
for the wider point to be made. El 
Loco hasn’t changed. There will 
be no tempering of the approach – 
not that anybody should ever have 
thought there would be. Leeds are 
dangerous and demand respect.

Or at least that was how it felt 
during Liverpool’s breathless 4-3 
win at Anfield on Saturday. The 
spectacle, the assault on the sense, 
the feeling of things happen-
ing, constantly, everywhere, was 
overwhelming. The former Boca 
Juniors centre-back Juan Simón 
once described the experience of. 
playing against a Bielsa side as 
like being run over by a tractor; 
so, frankly, is watching them, par-
ticularly against another team as 
determined to press and attack as 
Jürgen Klopp’s Liverpool.

In the more thoughtful corners 
of the Argentinian Football Asso-
ciation, there are concerns that the 
Bielsificación of the domestic game 
has ultimately been detrimental, 
that it has prioritised speed over 
everything else and that with a 
lower level of player it results in 
football that is nothing more than 
kick and rush, a little bit – and the 
disgust with which the phrase was 
uttered probably had to be seen to 
full be appreciated – “1980s Eng-
lish lower leagues”. To which the 
obvious retort is to point to games 

such as Saturday’s and revel in 
what furious pressing can look like 
with better players.

But, still, as the initial thrill 
passes, there must be concerns. 
Leeds in the end may have lost 
only to an 88th-minute penalty, 
but Liverpool had 22 shots to their 
six. Most xG models had Liverpool 
winning by around about 3.25 to 
0.25. Leeds scored with all three of 
their shots on target, and none of 
them were exactly clear chances. 
There will be many weeks when 
they are not so clinical in front of 
goal. Patrick Bamford is not Gabri-
el Batistuta.

Bielsa was clear-sighted 
about that, criticising both how 
few chances Leeds created de-
spite shading possession, and the 
chances they ceded. Virgil van Di-
jk’s header was the result of a ba-
sic failure of marking at a set piece. 
The award of the first penalty may 
have been mystifying, given how 
the ball cannoned off Robin Koch’s 
thigh on to his arm, but the second 
was the result of a reckless and 
needless lunge by Rodrigo.

That they were able to block 
13 shots, more than double the to-
tal achieved by Liverpool and the 
four Premier League sides who 
had played earlier in the day put 
together, is from one point of view 
highly impressive, speaking both 
of dedication and of how they got 
men in positions to close down op-
ponents. But on the other hand, it 
meant there were moments when 
the dynamic of the game was a lit-
tle like a cup tie, a minnow gamely 
throwing everything on the line – 
and that is not sustainable in the 
long term. It may be, in fact, that 

Rodrigo’s late foul was conditioned 
by the frenzied nature of Leeds’s 
defending, a newcomer desperate 
to exhibit the same commitment as 
his teammates.

Maybe that doesn’t matter. Liv-
erpool, after all, are not Leeds’s 
rivals this season. And this was 
a world away from the opening 
game of last season, when Liver-
pool were mildly unconvincing 
against another newly promoted 
team in Norwich and yet were still 
4-0 up by half-time. There may 
again have been a gulf in class, but 
it was nowhere near so stark.

The 4-3 scoreline recalled 
Leeds’s victory over Liverpool in 
the Community Shield in 1992, a 
game that with hindsight seems 
to denote the end of eras for both 
clubs. Eric Cantona scored a hat-
trick but was gone within three 
months, while Liverpool were in 
their Graeme Souness-era decline. 
This, though, felt a far more posi-
tive occasion for both teams.

Liverpool may worry about 
the three goals conceded, but they 
came through a test of a very dif-
ferent kind to anything they faced 
last season and were far more 
dominant than the scoreline sug-
gests. Leeds, meanwhile, bloodied 
the noses of the champions. And 
for all that there must be caveats, 
for all it must be recognised that 
it was not as close as 4-3 with a 
late penalty-winner may suggest, 
they stood up to the team that last 
season were the best in the coun-
try, and there is heart to be drawn 
from that. This is not a promoted 
side cowed by the Premier League 
and this season should, at the very 
least, be fun.

Barcelona, Sep 13 (AP): 
With Lionel Messi still 
around, Ronald Koeman 
looks ready to make 
some brave decisions to 
rejuvenate Barcelona.

It could even mean 
dispensing with two of 
Messi’s closest confi-
dants.

The new manager left 
veterans Luis Suarez and 
Arturo Vidal off his squad 
which beat third-tier 
club Gimn stic de Tar-
ragona 3-1 in a friendly 
on Saturday, Barcelona’s 
first match since Koeman 
took over last month.

Instead, the 25-man 
list included several re-
serve team players.

While Vidal has been 
a valuable midfielder, 
Suarez has been an un-
touchable component of 
the team since his arrival 
in 2014. The Uruguay 
striker has been the best 
attack partner of Messi’s, 
and his 198 goals make 
him the club’s third all-
time leading scorer. Su-
arez and his family are 
neighbours and close 
friends of Messi, his wife, 
and children.

Koeman has been 
tasked by the club to car-
ry out “profound chang-
es” that are clearly need-
ed after Barcelona ended 
last season humiliated 
8-2 by Bayern Munich in 
the Champions League.

Suarez and Vidal are 
33 years old and neither 
are in Koeman’s plans, 
according to Spanish me-
dia. Koeman has report-

edly told both players 
their tenures at Barcelo-
na are over. Local media 
speculate Suarez could 
be heading to Juventus 
and Vidal to Inter Milan.

The message be-
hind leaving them off 
the squad this weekend 
looks clear: If they do end 
up staying, they will have 
to compete with younger 
players to be starters 
again.

Shortly before the 
match Vidal posted a 
photo on Twitter of him-
self with sunglasses on 
and shirtless with the 
message, “Mode: Relax.”

Barcelona’s historic 
defeat to Bayern was the 
latest collapse the side 
has suffered at the end of 
recent seasons, so Koe-
man is putting emphasis 
on fitness and work ethic 
to change the team’s cul-
ture of complacence and 
increasing reliance on 
Messi to win games.

Talking on Friday 
about the preseason, Ko-
eman said, “My players 
are showing effort, focus 
and intensity, and that is 
important because for 
me you train like you 
play.”

After the game Koe-
man was also careful to 
laud Messi, who returned 
to practice this week af-
ter having lost his power 
struggle with the club 
over his desire to leave.

After the club refused 
to let him go for free, 
Messi publicly pledged 
he would finish the final 

year of his contract with 
the same commitment to 
winning.

“(Messi) has shown 
the same attitude from 
the very first day. He 
has trained well, and 
even trained on his free 
day,” Koeman said after 
the match.

“He knows perfectly 
well he must get in better 
shape like all his team-
mates. His talent speaks 
for itself.”

Messi, who has kept 
the captaincy despite his 
dispute with the club, 
played the first 45 min-
utes of the friendly.

Koeman was with-
out Ansu Fati after the 
17-year-old forward re-
ceived a hard knock to 
his right thigh during 
practice on Friday.

Fati enhanced his 
breakout season for Bar-
celona by becoming the 
youngest scorer in the 
history of Spain’s nation-
al team last weekend in a 
4-0 win over Ukraine in 
the Nations League.

The club friendly was 
the first chance for for-
wards Francisco Trinc 
o and Pedro Gonz lez 
to play since joining the 
team.

Ousmane Dembele, 
who returned to the 
pitch after his latest in-
jury layoff, scored the 
opener. Antoine Griez-
mann added a penalty, 
as did Philippe Coutinho, 
who was back at Camp 
Nou after spending last 
season on loan at Bayern.
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Former UK leaders unite to slam 
Boris Johnson on Brexit plan

LONDON (AP): Two for-
mer British prime minis-
ters who played crucial 
roles in bringing peace to 
Northern Ireland joined 
forces Sunday to urge 
lawmakers to reject gov-
ernment plans to over-
ride the Brexit deal with 
the European Union, 
arguing that it imperils 
that peace and damages 
the U.K.’s reputation.

In an article in The 
Sunday Times, John 
Major and Tony Blair 
slammed the current 
British government for 
“shaming” the country 
with legislation that, in 
places, goes against the 
very deal it signed to al-
low for the U.K.’s smooth 
departure from the EU 
earlier this year.

Major, a Conserva-
tive prime minister from 
1990 to 1997, and Blair, 
his Labour successor 
for a decade, said Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson’s 
Internal Market Bill 
“questions the very in-
tegrity” of the U.K.

“This government’s 
action is shaming itself 
and embarrassing our 
nation,” they said.

The planned legisla-
tion, which will be de-
bated by British lawmak-
ers this week, has led to 
a furious outcry within 
the EU as it would dimin-
ish the bloc’s previously 
agreed oversight of trade 
between mainland Brit-
ain and Northern Ireland 
if a U.K.-EU trade agree-
ment isn’t secured.

The British govern-
ment has admitted that 
the legislation would 
break international law, 
but argues that it’s an 
insurance policy for that 
potential ‘no-deal’ sce-

nario. Johnson has said 
the legislation is needed 
to end EU threats to im-
pose a “blockade” in the 
Irish Sea that the prime 
minister asserted could 
“carve up our country.”

Britain’s Justice Sec-
retary Robert Buckland 
told the BBC on Sunday 
that the legislation was a 
“break the glass in emer-
gency provision,” if need-
ed, and that he would 
resign if he believed the 
rule of law was broken in 
an “unacceptable” way.

“I don’t believe we’re 
going to get to that stage,” 
he said.

EU leaders have furi-
ously rejected Johnson’s 
charge that the bloc is 
planning a major disrup-
tion to normal trade be-
tween mainland Britain 
and Northern Ireland.

Irish Foreign Minis-
ter Simon Coveney told 
the BBC that the “kind of 
inflammatory language” 
coming from the British 

government was “spin 
and not the truth.”

Still, with the British 
government showing no 
sign of changing course, 
there are real concerns 
that the talks on a future 
trade deal between the 
U.K. and the EU could 
collapse within weeks. 
If that happens, tariffs 
and other impediments 
to trade will be imposed 
by both sides at the 
start of 2021.

The U.K. left the EU 
on Jan. 31, but it is in a 
transition period that ef-
fectively sees it benefit 
from the bloc’s tariff-free 
trade until the end of the 
year while a future rela-
tionship is negotiated. 
Even before the latest 
standoff, discussions be-
tween the EU’s chief ne-
gotiator, Michel Barnier, 
and his U.K. counterpart, 
David Frost, had made 
very little progress.

One major element 
of the Brexit withdrawal 

agreement is the sec-
tion related to ensuring 
an open border on the 
island of Ireland to pro-
tect the peace process in 
Northern Ireland.

The issue proved 
thorny during the more 
than two years of dis-
cussions it took to get 
a Brexit deal done, as 
the border between 
Northern Ireland and 
Ireland is the only 
land link between the 
U.K. and the EU.

The EU wanted as-
surances the border 
would not be used as 
a back route for unli-
censed goods arriving 
in Ireland from the rest 
of the U.K. — England, 
Scotland and Wales. As 
a result, the two sides 
agreed there would be 
some kind of regulatory 
border between main-
land Britain and North-
ern Ireland.

Major and Blair, who 
both vociferously op-

posed Brexit, said the 
planned legislation puts 
the 1998 Good Friday 
agreement that ended 
decades of violence in 
Northern Ireland at risk.

Th pair said the bill 
“negates the predictabil-
ity, political stability and 
legal clarity that are inte-
gral to the delicate bal-
ance between the north 
and south of Ireland 
that is at the core of the 
peace process.”

It’s unclear whether 
the planned legislation 
will get through the Brit-
ish Parliament, with a 
number of Johnson’s fel-
low Conservatives un-
easy at the prospect of 
the government breach-
ing international law.

Tobias Ellwood is one 
lawmaker who has said 
he could not accept the 
legislation, arguing 
that the bill diminishes 
“our role-model status 
as defender of global 
standards.”

Hungary sees another 
record number of new cases

Israeli minister resigns to 
protest expected virus lockdown

Philippines deports US 
Marine in transgender killing

MANILA, Philippines 
(AP): A U.S. Marine con-
victed of killing a Filipino 
transgender woman was 
deported Sunday after a 
presidential pardon cut 
short his detention in a 
case that renewed out-
rage over a pact govern-
ing American military 
presence in the Philip-
pines.

Lance Cpl. Joseph 
Scott Pemberton said 
in a farewell message 
that he was “extremely 
grateful” to President 
Rodrigo Duterte for 
pardoning him and ex-
pressed his “most sin-
cere sympathy” to the 
family of Jennifer Laude, 
who he was convicted of 
killing in 2014 in a motel 
northwest of Manila after 
finding out that she was a 
transgender.

In his nearly six years 
of confinement, Pember-
ton said he spent “much 
time contemplating the 
many errors” he com-
mitted the night Laude 
died. “He wishes he had 
the words to express the 
depth of his sorrow and 
regret,” according to Pem-
berton’s message, which 
was issued by his lawyer, 
Rowena Garcia-Flores.

Virginia Suarez, the 
Laude family’s lawyer, 
said in a statement that 
she wishes Pemberton 
“peace of mind,” and 
hopes that he has learned 
“the value of life and dig-
nity regardless of gender 
and nationality.”

Philippine immigra-
tion officers and Ameri-
can personnel escorted 
the 25-year-old Pember-
ton, who was in hand-
cuffs and wearing a face 
mask, from his cell in 
the main military camp 
in Manila to the airport, 
where he boarded a mili-
tary aircraft. He was put 
on an immigration black-
list and will be banned 
from returning to the 
country, said immigra-

tion spokesperson Dana 
Sandoval.

The U.S. Embassy 
said that “all legal pro-
ceedings in the case took 
place under Philippine 
jurisdiction and law,” and 
that “Pemberton fulfilled 
his sentence as ordered 
by Philippine courts.”

On Monday, Duterte 
granted an “absolute and 
unconditional pardon” 
to Pemberton in a move 
that caught many by 
surprise. The Philippine 
leader has long been a 
vocal critic of U.S. securi-
ty policies while reaching 
out to China and Russia.

Duterte’s pardon was 
condemned by left-wing 
and LGBTQ groups.

Debate has brewed 
over whether the Marine, 
whose detention was ar-
ranged under the treaty 
allies’ Visiting Forces 
Agreement, or VFA, can 
be covered by a Philip-
pine law that grants 
shorter jail terms to ordi-
nary prisoners for good 
conduct.

The Regional Trial 
Court in Olongapo city, 
which handled Pember-
ton’s case, ruled that the 
law covers Pemberton 
and ordered authorities 
on Sept. 1 to release him 
early for good conduct. 
But Laude’s family and 
the Department of Jus-
tice separately appealed, 
blocking his early release 
from a maximum prison 
term of up to 10 years.

Duterte said he grant-
ed the pardon because 
Pemberton was not 
treated fairly after his 
early release, which he 
said the Marine may have 
deserved, was blocked.

The court order re-
kindled perceptions that 
American military per-
sonnel who run afoul of 
Philippine laws can get 
special treatment un-
der the VFA, which pro-
vides the legal terms for 
temporary visits by U.S. 

forces to the country for 
large-scale combat exer-
cises.

Pemberton, an anti-
tank missile operator 
from New Bedford, Mas-
sachusetts, was one of 
thousands of American 
and Philippine military 
personnel who partici-
pated in joint exercises in 
the Philippines in 2014.

He and a few other 
Marines were on leave af-
ter the exercises and met 
Laude and her friends at 
a bar in Olongapo, a city 
known for its nightlife 
outside Subic Bay, a for-
mer U.S. Navy base.

Laude was later 
found dead, her head 
slumped in a toilet bowl 
in a motel room, where 
witnesses said she and 
Pemberton had checked 
in. A witness told inves-
tigators that Pemberton 
said he choked Laude af-
ter discovering she was 
transgender.

In December 2015, a 
judge convicted Pember-
ton of homicide, not the 
more serious charge of 
murder that Philippine 
prosecutors sought. The 
judge said at the time 
that factors such as cru-
elty and treachery had 
not been proven.

The VFA could have 
been abrogated last 
month if Duterte had 
not delayed an earlier 
decision to terminate 
the pact after President 
Donald Trump expressed 
readiness to help the 
Philippines deal with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Philippine leader has 
said his country can sur-
vive without America.

If the VFA had been 
scrapped, it would have 
removed a legal basis for 
Pemberton’s detention 
in the military camp and 
created pressure for him 
to be moved to one of 
the country’s notoriously 
overcrowded and high-
risk prisons.

JERUSALEM (AP): A 
prominent Israeli minis-
ter resigned on Sunday 
in protest over an ex-
pected government deci-
sion to impose a nation-
wide lockdown this week 
ahead of the Jewish New 
Year due to rising coro-
navirus cases.

Housing Minister Yaa-
kov Litzman, who served 
as health minister during 
the initial outbreak of the 
virus in Israel, criticized 
the anticipated lockdown 
measure as extreme and 
said it would cause un-
due suffering to the pub-
lic. Litzman, who heads 
an influential ultra-
Orthodox faction in the 
coalition government, 
expressed particular ire 
toward restrictions that 
will limit observant Jews 
from attending com-
munal prayers at syna-
gogues during the up-
coming holidays.

“The decision to im-
pose a full lockdown over 
the holidays was planned 
in advance out of a lack 
of appreciation to the 
Jewish holidays,” he said 
in his resignation letter. 
“My heart is with the 
hundreds of thousands 
of Jews who come to syn-
agogue once a year and 
won’t this year because 
of the lockdown.”

Israel earned praise 
earlier this year for its 
initial handling of the 
coronavirus domesti-
cally, moving quickly to 
seal the country’s bor-
ders and appearing to 
bring the outbreak under 

control. It has since been 
criticized for opening 
businesses and schools 
too quickly and allowing 
the virus to spread once 
again. With the country 
reporting record levels 
of new coronavirus cases 
each day, the government 
is expected to vote Sun-
day in favor of another 
nationwide lockdown to 
curb the outbreak.

Israel has had more 
than 150,000 confirmed 
cases of virus and more 
than 1,100 deaths. Given 
its population of 9 mil-
lion, the country now has 
one of the world’s worst 
outbreaks. Litzman him-
self contracted the virus 
earlier this year.

Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has 
faced a national furor 
over his handling of the 
pandemic. Weekly pro-
tests demanding his res-
ignation over corruption 
charges have now grown 
to include those demand-
ing he resign over his 
handling of the coronavi-
rus outbreak.

Perhaps more damag-
ing politically is the anger 
boiling among ultra-Or-
thodox Jews, who have 

been among Netanyahu’s 
strongest supporters. Their 
leaders have used their 
political weight thus far to 
curb sweeping restrictions 
against their lifestyle of 
group study and prayer.

Infection rates in ul-
tra-Orthodox communi-
ties have been among the 
highest in the country. 
The ultra-Orthodox tend 
to live in poor, crowded 
neighborhoods where the 
virus can quickly spread. 
Synagogues, the center-
piece of social life, bring 
men together to pray and 
socialize in small spaces.

Last week, Netanya-
hu announced overnight 
curfews on some 40 cit-
ies and towns hit hard-
est by the coronavirus, 
including several with 
large ultra-Orthodox 
populations, but backed 
away from reported rec-
ommendations for full 
lockdowns after an up-
roar by politically power-
ful religious politicians.

Israelis typically hold 
large family gatherings 
and pack synagogues 
during the important 
fast of Yom Kippur, which 
comes days after the Jew-
ish New Year. 

Budapest, Sep 12 (AP): 
Hungary has registered 
another record number 
of people newly infected 
with the coronavirus, 
with 916 new cases.

Saturday’s total is 
more than 25% high-
er than the previous 
record of 716 cases, 
reached Friday.

Prime Minister Vik-
tor Orban’s government 
is taking a less general-
ized approach to the pan-
demic during this second 
wave, with restrictions 
decided more on a case-

by-case basis.
Orban said Saturday 

in a video posted on his 
Facebook page that the 
aim was not just to save 
lives but also to keep the 
country running. During 
the second quarter of 
the year, the Hungarian 
economy contracted by 
13.6%, the largest fall in 
the region.

The virus can’t para-
lyze us again, Orban said.

Hungary has con-
firmed 11,825 cases 
of the virus, including 
633 deaths.

Vatican urges return to in-per-
son Mass as soon as possible

Vatican City, Sep 13 (AP): 
The Vatican has said it was 
necessary and urgent to 
return to in-person Masses 
as soon as anti-coronavirus 
measures permit. The head 
of the Vatican’s liturgy of-
fice, Cardinal Robert Sarah, 
on Saturday said in a letter 
to bishops conferences that 
virtual liturgies, while use-
ful, were no replacement 
for the real thing. He said 
physical presence by the 
faithful in churches was 
vital, indispensable, irre-
placeable”.

While some Catholic 
priests claimed coro-
navirus lockdowns that 
shuttered churches in-
fringed on religious lib-
erties, Pope Francis has 
adhered to Italy’s strict 
lockdown.

He halted all public 
Masses at the Vatican, 
livestreamed his morning 
liturgies during the peak 

of Italy’s outbreak, and at 
one point even admon-
ished priests who balked 
at the measures for their 
adolescent resistance”. 
The Vatican said on Sat-
urday that Francis had 
approved Sarah’s letter 
to bishops conferences, 
which makes clear that 
government authorities 
cannot dictate liturgical 
practices.

Francis had urged the 
Catholic faithful to obey 
anti-COVID measures, 
saying government au-
thorities were respon-
sible for public health. He 
was seen this week wear-
ing a face mask for the 
first time, and has been 
using hand sanitiser.

In recent weeks Fran-
cis has resumed public 
gatherings and has cel-
ebrated a handful of pub-
lic Masses before limited, 
socially distanced groups.
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‘SUNSET’ SMILE! The Selling Sunset star, Chrishell 
Stause waved as she arrived at Dancing With the Stars rehearsals in LA.
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Aries:
This phase of your life is full of breakthroughs and personal victo-
ries—victories you may or may not be able to explain to others. 
But there is an inner knowing within you that’s reiterating that ev-
erything is as it is meant to be and that you are on the right track. 
On the love and romance front, however, you may be facing a 
sense of stagnation. Don’t doubt what you felt for them, Aries. 
Your emotions are valid. What you cannot control, however, is the 
fact that they are still trying to figure out where they stand.
Tip: This is a time of personal victories.
Taurus:
This is a tricky time in the Taurus HQ, one that is bringing with 
itself the news of betrayal. The truth is, you’ve been seeing the 
signs for a while, but you’ve chosen not to act on them. Could 
your fear of change be the reason you’re unable to let go? Some-
thing to introspect on in the days to come. What the Universe 
wants you to remember: you deserve that happily ever after just 
like everybody else. Let go of the old story in order to make space 
for that which is in alignment with your truth.
Tip: Know when it’s time to let go.
Gemini:
You could spend a lifetime with somebody and still not know the 
inner workings of their mind. Be kind, loving, and gentle with the 
other, Gemini. You have no idea about the battles they are fight-
ing silently. On the upside, single twins could witness a shift on 
the love and romance front. An old friend or flame could reappear 
with a proposal. Tread cautiously. You want to ensure you’re on 
the same page about the future this time around.
Tip: An old friend or flame could reappear.

Cancer:
You know a special connection when you see one, Cancer. So, 
what’s stopping from taking action? What’s keeping you from 
wearing your heart on your sleeve this time around? Often, the 
wounds we carry from the past become a hindrance on our path. 
Let go and allow yourself to experience love in its most glorious 
form. What your special someone wants you to know: it’s time to 
stop doubting this connection. Yes, there is a future if you’re will-
ing to work towards it.
Tip: Let go and allow yourself to experience love in its most glori-
ous form.
Leo:
Unrequited love could be on the cards for some. Maybe the Uni-
verse is saying ‘not for you’. Maybe it’s saying ‘not yet’. Trust your-
self to decode the signs. Don’t let this case of bad timing become 
the reason you stop believing in the concept of love. Some of you 
may find that your partner is not ready to commit for the long haul. 
Do you like where you are, Leo? If yes, stay in the present and 
allow the divine plan to unfold in the way it’s meant to.
Tip: Don’t let this case of bad timing become the reason you stop 
believing in the concept of love.
Virgo:
What’s the story you’ve been telling yourself? Are you playing out 
the victim narrative time and again? Inner awareness is the path 
to liberation. So release the old with love as you open your eyes 
to what the Universe is offering you right now. Everything is as 
it should be. You are loved by both, your partner and your tribe. 
What your significant other wants you to know: they’ll fight for you 
till the very end, Virgo.

Tip: You are *so* loved.
Libra:
Some of you could be facing a sense of stagnation of the love 
front. Remember, there is nothing you can do to control your cir-
cumstances. The inner world is the only thing you have dominion 
over. Instead of trying to force things to move in a certain direc-
tion, relinquish the reins. Bring your attention back to the most 
important person in your life, aka you, you, you! PS: You are step-
ping into a time of personal growth and victories, Libra.
Tip: Relinquish the reins.
Scorpio:
This connection is truly special, Scorpio, and it transcends the 
boundaries of space and time. Look beyond the current fluctua-
tions and recognise that what you have is a gift. Yes, the power to 
heal and mend these ties is already within you. As such, stagna-
tion could show up as a big theme right now. Recognise when 
the Universe wants you to relinquish the reins and allow things to 
unfold as they are meant to.
Tip: Look beyond the current fluctuations and recognise that what 
you have is a gift.
This is a time of personal victories and breakthroughs. You’re fac-
ing your True North and moving forward despite the obstacles on 
your path. You know that you are supported by the Universe and 
that you will succeed no matter what. On the interpersonal front, 
however, you may experience ups and downs. Fears and insecu-
rities from the past could come back to haunt you. It’s important to 
remember that things transpired in the way they did for a reason. 
There is no need for history to repeat itself. Let go of the old story 
and make space for the love you truly deserve.

Tip: You are supported by the Universe.
Capricorn:
Don’t let the chaos outside throw you off your game. Remem-
ber why you came here, Capricorn, and replace that narrative of 
victimhood with tales of breakthroughs and success. You are so 
close to the finish line. It would be a shame to give up now. Dam-
age control is also going to be a big theme for you. Remember, 
it’s only by staying centred that you will be able to see the higher 
reason behind why things are unfolding in this manner.
Tip: Replace tales of victimhood with stories of victory.
Aquarius:
Financial troubles could be on the cards for some. To top it all 
off, your family could be under a lot of pressure too. Instead of 
getting bogged down by your circumstances, innovate. There is a 
way out of this maze and it requires you to be your most creative 
self. Ups and downs on the romantic front are also indicated for 
Aquarians who are in the ‘maybe’ and ‘let’s see’ territory. The only 
reason they’re unable to commit is because you’ve been mirror-
ing each other, which is too much for them to handle at this point.
Tip: Ups and downs on the romantic front are indicated.
Pisces:
The human mind is so full of contradictions and complexities. No 
wonder we end up creating problems that never existed in the 
first place. How are you giving in to the antics of your monkey 
mind, Pisces? What are the ways in which you are giving the 
past more power than it deserves? It’s time to free yourself from 
the baggage with loving awareness. The Universe is helping you 
make space for the divine union you truly deserve.
Tip: It’s time to release the baggage of the past.
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‘Thor: Love and Thunder’ definitely not a film that 
I say goodbye to MCU with: Chris Hemsworth

Why rest of Bollywood is silent, Shiv 
Sena trains gun on Akshay Kumar

Chris Hemsworth has said that he 
doesn’t plan to leave the Marvel Cin-

ematic Universe after ‘Thor: Love and 
Thunder’ Australian actor Chris Hems-
worth has said that he doesn’t plan 
to leave the Marvel Cinematic Universe 
after Thor: Love and Thunder, the fourth 
entry in the Thor series. When asked 
whether Thor would retire after the up-
coming movie, Hemsworth in a new in-
terview asserted that it wouldn’t be the 
end for his character.

“Are you crazy?! I’m not going 
into any retirement period. Thor 
is far too young for that. He’s only 
1,500 years old. It’s definitely not a 
film that I say goodbye to this brand. 
At least I hope so”, the 37-year-old 
actor, in a new interview with the 
Polish magazine Elle Man as quoted 
in Variety.

When Thor: Love and Thunder was 
revealed to fans at the 2019 San Di-
ego Comic-Con, director Taika Waititi 
confirmed that Natalie Portman, who 
played Thor’s love interest, Jane Foster, 
would return to the franchise and wield 
the powerful hammer. In the Marvel 
comic books, Jane took a spin as a new 
female Thor when the original hero 
became unworthy to hold the magical 
hammer and own the title. Variety re-

ported that Hemsworth also called the 
script even more fun than Thor: Ragn-
arok, his previous solo film that was 
more light-hearted than earlier films.

Hemsworth said, “After reading the 
script, I can say that I am very excited. In 
this production, there will for sure be a 
lot of love and a lot of lightning. I’m glad 
that after all that happened in Avengers: 
Endgame, I’m still part of the Marvel 
Universe and we can continue the story 
of Thor. Of course, I can’t reveal anything 
about the plot. But to satisfy your curi-
osity, I will say that reading the script, I 
had a lot more fun than on Thor: Ragn-

arok, and that shows something because 
that movie was brilliant.”

Previously, Hemsworth told Variety 
on The Big Ticket podcast that he wasn’t 

sure when he’d hang up his hammer and 
cape and exit the Marvel universe.

“There will come a day. Whether it’s 
now or in the future, I don’t know... Who 
knows what the sort of future holds. I 
don’t know, there could be remakes, se-
quels, prequel, who knows?” he said.

After being delayed due to the coro-
navirus pandemic, Thor: Love and 
Thunder is set to release on February 
11, 2022.

Los Angeles, Sep 13 (PTI): 
Australian actor Luke Brac-
ey is the latest addition to 
the cast of filmmaker Baz 
Luhrmann’s upcoming mov-
ie Elvis .

Luhrman’s look at the 
life of Elvis Presley, will fea-
ture Bracey in the role of 
music industry professional 
Jerry Schilling, who first met 
the King of Rock and Roll in 
Memphis while playing foot-
ball and later became a core 
part of his entourage.

Actor Austin Butler will 
play Presley in the movie, 
which also stars Tom Hanks 
as Colonel Tom Parker, Pre-
sley’s manager; Maggie Gyl-
lenhaal as the music icon’s 
mother, Gladys Presley; and 
Rufus Sewell as his father, 
Vernon Presley.

Luhrmann has co-writ-
ten the Warner Bros project 
with Craig Pearce. The film 
marks Luhrmann’s first di-
rectorial after 2013’s “The 
Great Gatsby”.

London, Sep 13 (PTI): Actor 
Amanda Seyfried says Meryl 
Streep has been a huge inspi-
ration for her and working 
with the Hollywood veteran 
polished her as a performer.

Seyfried starred along-
side Streep in 2008’s musical 
comedy Mamma Mia .

“The person who inspired 
me the most was Meryl 
Streep. Working with her was 
an incredible experience.

“When I found out I was 
nervous, but she is human 
and working with her really 
brought my acting ability to 
another level,” the 34-year-
old actor said in an interview 

with the UK’s New! Magazine.
Seyfried added that for 

her the career-defining mo-
ment was when she got the 
opportunity to star in 2004’s 
teen comedy Mean Girls .

“The moment that altered 
the course of my life was 
getting the part of Karen in 
‘Mean Girls’. I’ve had so many 
amazing roles since then, but 
that’s where it all started.

“I never had a plan B but 
I was enrolled at college in 
New York. I never attended 
because I got the part in 
‘Mean Girls’. I guess I just 
would have had to see where 
college took me,” she said.

Los Angeles, Sep 13 (PTI): 
Actor Naomi Watts has 
teamed up with filmmaker 
Phillip Noyce for thriller 
“Lakewood”.

Chris Sparling has penned 
the script for the movie, 
which is about a mother who 
desperately races against 
time to save her child as 
authorities place her small 
town on lockdown.

Noyce is best known for 
movies such as “Newsfront”, 
The Saint”, “The Bone Col-

lector” and “Salt”, reported 
Variety. Boies/Schiller’s Zack 
Schiller and David Boies, 
Limelight’s Dylan Sellers and 
Chris Parker, Untapped’s An-
drew Corkin, star Watts for 
Jam Tart Films and Strata-
gem’s Alex Lalonde will pro-
duce the feature.

Alex Dong will serve as an 
executive producer.

“Lakewood” will start 
filming from September 16 in 
Ontario, Canada under strict 
COVID-19 protocols.

The price of PlayStation 
5 and the release date is 

also likely to be revealed.
Sony will hold a spe-

cial event on Wednesday, 
16 September, for a “digital 
showcase “ of its latest gam-
ing console, the PlayStation 
5. The event will include up-
dates from first-party Sony 
game studios and third-party 
partners, reported The Verge.

The event is pitched as 

“one more look at some of 
the great games coming to 
PS5 at launch (and beyond!).”

The price of PlayStation 
5 and the release date is also 
likely to be revealed.

Sony opened PS5 for pre-
orders earlier in August but 
has not shared the official 
release date yet. Meanwhile, 
Microsoft is opening up pre-
orders for Xbox Series X con-
sole on 22 September.

Bollywood stars are keeping their heads 
down like Pandavas did while witnessing 

Draupadi’s disrobing, Sanjay Raut wrote in 
his editorial.

Other Bollywood stars should have come 
forward and dismissed Kangana Ranaut’s 
slander against Mumbai, Shiv Sena lead-
er Sanjay Raut has written in his column 
‘Rokhthok’ in party mouth-
piece Saamana, terming the 
entire episode a ‘conspiracy’ 
to defame Mumbai.

Taking Akshay Kumar’s 
name, in particular, the edi-
torial questioned why other 
Bollywood actors who have 
earned name and fame 
in Mumbai are silent. “Is 
Mumbai only for making 
money?” Raut asked minc-
ing no words.

Questioning the silence 
of the Bollywood fraternity, 
Sanjay Raut compared Bol-
lywood with the Pandavas 
who maintained silence 
while Draupadi was disrobed.

Commenting on the ongoing probe into 
the SSR death case by Mumbai Police, Kan-
gana Ranaut had compared Mumbai/Bolly-
wood with Pak-occupied-Kashmir, which trig-
gered a long-drawn battle between Kangana 
and Shiv Sena. Kangana alleged that she had 
received threats from Sena leaders after her 
comments on Mumbai, following which she 
was provided Y-plus security by the Centre. 
The day she reached Mumbai from her home-
town Manali, the Brihanmumbai Municipal 

Corporation razed an allegedly illegal portion 
of her Mumbai office. The matter has reached 
the Bombay High Court, which stayed the de-
molition drive. Kangana is scheduled to meet 
Maharashtra Governor BS Koshyari on Sun-
day before she leaves the city.

While the Maha Vikas Aghadi government 
of Maharashtra has distanced itself from the 

ongoing controversy, Shiv Sena is carrying 
forward the battle riding on Maratha pride. 
“Those who come to Mumbai to try their luck 
in this industry first stay on the footpath and 
then shift to Juju, Pali Hill and Malabar Hill to 
build their bungalows. All these people have 
always been grateful to the city and the state 
which allowed them to chase their dreams 
and make it big. They have never betrayed 
Mumbai but have also contributed to the 
growth of the city,” Saamana’s Saturday edito-
rial noted.


