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CM ATTENDS REGIONAL VEDIC SAMMELAN

skm govt has restored secularism in sikkim: cm
Thakurbari inauguration 
on 30 Jan next year: CM

SuMMIT REpORT
Legship, 18 Nov:

Chief Minister, PS Tamang, today said that the 
long pending Thakurbari Mandir project is on 

the verge of completion and will be inaugurated 
on 30 Jan, 2020.

He was speaking during the Regional Vedic 
Sammelan held in Legship, West Sikkim.

It may be mentioned that construction of the 
Thakurbari Mandir has been going on for a long 
time, its completion delayed for various reasons.

The CM also informed that the state govern-
ment plans to establish Gurukool schools in all 
four districts of Sikkim. The monthly salary of San-
skrit teachers in the State will be enhanced from 
the next budget session 2020, he said.

He also directed the District Collector to iden-
tify land for construction of Helipad in Gyalshing. 

Further, the CM announced that the Gov-
ernment has allocated fund of Rs 3 crore for the 
upgradation of Kyongsa playground. 

On the demand submitted by the organizing 
committee, the Chief Minister assured to establish 
statue of Lord Shiva in the identified location.

RuDRA KAuShIK
Legship, 18 Nov: 

Chief Minister of Sik-
kim, PS Tamang along 

with spouse, Krishna Rai 
attended the Regional Ve-
dic Sammelan as the chief 
guest at Kirateswar Shiva 
Dham, Legship, today.

The three-day Vedic 
Sammelan is being or-
ganised by the Maharshi 
Sandipani Rashtiya Veda-
vidya Pratishthan Ujjain, 
Ministry of Human Re-
source Development, 
Government of India in 
collaboration with the 
Shree Kirateswar Shiva 
Dham Committee, Leg-
ship, West Sikkim.

In his address, the 
CM said that cultural and 
religious seminars help 
to promote, protect and 
conserve our cultures 
and religions. He main-
tained that under the 
SKM government, secu-
larism has been restored.

“We have created 
such an environment 
where people are free 
to follow any religion 
of their choice. We are 
committed to maintain 

religious freedom in the 
state,” he said. 

He added that the 
SKM government lifted 
the ban imposed by the 
former SDF government 
on the entry of spiritual 
guru of Heavenly Path 
Organization in Sikkim 
and that is proof of re-
ligious tolerance main-
tained by SKM govern-
ment in Sikkim. 

In the time of SDF 
government, persons 
having political affili-
ations could be in any 
religious and cultural 
organization in the state, 
but we do not endorse 
politics in religious and 
cultural matters, he said.

Speaking on the de-
velopment of West Sik-
kim, the CM said that the 
SKM government would 

not forget the role played 
by the people of West 
Sikkim in bringing the 
party to power and the 
state government will 
not betray the people. 

Minister-cum-MLA of 
Gyalshing Bermiok constit-
uency, Lok Nath Sharma 
who is also the Chief Patron 
of the organizing commit-
tee and the president of 
Mandir Committee, pro-

posed the welcome address 
and extended gratitude to 
the Chief Minister for at-
tended the occasion as the 
chief guest. 

He also underlined 
historical and reli-
gious significance of 
Kirateswar Mandir and 
proposed the upgrada-
tion of Mandir with the 
establishment of a statue 
of Lord Shiva and a mon-

astery in the premises.
He also informed that 

Bhavishya Puran will be-
gin from 20 Nov and much 
awaited celebration of 
Bala Chatturdashi Mela is 
scheduled to be held on 

24 Nov along with other 
components of Open Foot-
ball Tournament and Cul-
tural programme which 
will continue at Legship 
till 02 Dec.

Footballers on a fund-raiser for Reeya Lepcha

SAGAR ChhETRI
Gangtok, 18 Nov:

Football Players Association 
of Sikkim [FPAS] has come 

forward to raise funds for ailing 
national footballer from Sikkim, 
Reeya Lepcha. 

Sikkim footballers affiliated 
to FPAS began going around dif-
ferent locations in and around 
Gangtok with donation boxes to 
raise funds for Reeya.

15-year-old Reeya Lepcha, 
who represented Sikkim in se-
nior national football tourna-
ments, has been diagnosed with 
brain tumour and had her first 
surgery on 28 October. She has 
been referred to Apollo Hospital 
in Delhi for further treatment 
from the Central Referral Hos-
pital. She hails from Sangkhu 
Radukhandu GPU under Man-
eybong-Dentam constituency 

in West Sikkim. Her parents are 
unable to meet the medical costs 
and have appealed for financial 
support from the people.

Speaking to media persons 
here today, FPAS president, Nir-
mal Chettri, explained that the 
initiative has been taken by the 
football fraternity of the State led 
by FPAS to support a promising 
national footballer from Sikkim. 

He added that the initiative will 

continue for the next few days. 
“We want the quick recovery 

of Reeya Lepcha as she deserves 
to be on the ground at the ear-
liest. People have been coming 
forward and we want more peo-
ple to contribute for her because 
even a small contribution can 
make a big difference,” he said. 

He informs that more than 
Rs 10 lakh will be required for 
complete treatment.  

Scholarships in place for 75 UPSC 
aspirants, selection exam on 01 Dec

SuMMIT REpORT
Gangtok, 18 Nov:

Education Minister, 
Kunga Nima Lepcha, 

has announced scholar-
ships worth Rs 47 lakh 
for 50 shortlisted civil ser-
vices aspirants to undergo 
coaching from ALS IAS.

Meanwhile, the ALS 
IAS National Sales Head, 
Prateek Bhattacharya, 
also announced schol-
arships worth Rs 23 
lakh for 25 aspirants 
under the organisa-
tion’s CSR initiative.

Together, these 
scholarships will cover 
the coaching expenses 
for 75 aspirants from 
Sikkim preparing for 
UPSC exams.

Candidates for the 

scholarships will be se-
lected from scholarship 
selection exams sched-
uled for 01 Dec at all 
District Headquarters 
and to be conducted un-
der the supervision of 

the respective District 
Collectors.

Application forms 
will be made available 
from 19 Nov at all DC of-
fices with the last date of 
form submission being 

28 November. 
Results will be re-

leased on 05 December 
and coaching batches will 
commence from 10 De-
cember at Nar Bahadur 

Police stop 
JNU students’ 
march towards 
Parliament, 
baton-charge 
protesters
New Delhi, Nov 18 (PTI): 
A number of JNU stu-
dents were detained 
and some injured when 
the police allegedly ba-
ton-charged and stopped 
them at many places as 
thousands of protesters 
marched towards the 
Parliament on the first 
day of the Winter Session 
on Monday demanding a 
total rollback of the hos-
tel fee hike.

The students, who 
were holding a protest 
on the university’s prem-
ises for the past three 
weeks, hit the streets 
carrying placards and 
chanting slogans, seek-
ing to get the attention 
of the Parliament about 
their demand.

The protesters as-
serted that they would 
not relent until the gov-
ernment withdraws the 
hike. Hundreds of police 
personnel stopped the 
students on the Baba 
Ganganath Marg, around 
600 metres from the 
main gate of the univer-
sity in south Delhi and 
some of them were force-
fully stopped from mov-
ing ahead.

Several leaders of the 
agitation were detained 
by the police when they 
insisted on marching for-
ward. Initially, the barri-
cades outside the Jawa-
harlal Nehru Universi-
ty’s gates were removed 
and the students were 
allowed to march. Later 
the students managed 
to march till Safdarjung 
Tomb near Lodhi road, 
where the students were 
stopped again as the Del-
hi police officials tried to 
strike a dialogue with the 
protesters. The students 
took to Twitter to share 
pictures from the march 
and the injuries they re-
ceived, allegedly due to the 
baton charge by the police, 
with the hashtag ‘Emergen-
cyinJNU’ trending on the 
microblogging site.

The entry and exit 
points of three Del-
hi metro stations near 
Parliament were shut 
down temporarily, while 
trains were not halting at 
Udyog Bhawan and Patel 
Chowk stations.

Traffic also went out 
of gear on the Nelson 
Mandela Marg, Aurobin-
do Marg and Baba Gang-
nath Marg among other 
intersections.

The top brass of the 
Delhi police remained 
on its toes to control the 
crowd as slogans against 
the force reverberated.

Earlier in the day, 
the Ministry of Human 
Resource Development 
appointed a three-mem-
ber committee to rec-
ommend ways to restore 
normal functioning of 
the JNU which has been 
witnessing periodic pro-
tests by students over a 
variety of issues. 

protests against 
CAB in NE states

Guwahati/Shillong/
Aizawl/Itanagar, Nov 
18 (PTI): Protests were 
held in the north eastern 
states on Monday op-
posing the proposed Cit-
izenship (Amendment) 
Bill, 2019 and effigies of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi were burnt in As-
sam. The protest rallies 
coincided with the first 
day of the winter session 
of Parliament during 
which the bill is pro-
posed to be introduced.

Sit-ins were also 
launched in various plac-
es of Guwahati and effi-
gies of Assam Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonow-
al were burnt by youth 
organisation AJYCP in 
different parts of the 
state as a mark of protest 
against the CAB.

The protests were 
held by the North East 
Students Organisation 
(NESO), the region’s 
umbrella organisation 
of students unions, its 
constituents, farmers’ 
body Krishak Mukti San-
gram Samiti, youth body 
Assam Jatiyatabadi Yuba 
Chatra Parishad (AJYCP) 
and Left-Democratic Man-
cha, Assam among others. 
NESO submitted a memo-
randum to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
against CAB through the 
governors of the north 
eastern states.

The NESO and AASU 
along with other organ-
isations took out a large 
rally from its headquar-
ters at Uzan Bazar in 
Guwahati to the Raj Bha-
wan shouting slogans 
and waving banners and 
placards against the CAB.

“Assam and the north 
east are not dumping 
grounds for illegal Ban-
gladeshis. As per the 
Assam Accord we have 
already accepted all Ban-
gladeshis - both Hindu 
and Muslims who en-
tered Assam illegally 
upto 1971. We will not 
accept those who en-
tered Assam after that 
year,” NESO and AASU 
chief advisor Samujjal 
Bhattacharyya said.

“The central govern-
ment is trying to impose 
on Assam all the illegal 
Bangladeshis who en-
tered the country in the 
next 43 years by fixing 
the cut off year as 2014. 
We won’t accept that. We 
oppose it,” he iterated.

“This movement in 
Assam and the north east 
region will continue”, he 
asserted. Commenting 
on the contention of As-
sam minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma and other 
BJP leaders that a lot of 
problems will be solved 
if the CAB is enacted, 
Bhattacharya said “The 
Bill will safeguard the vote 
bank of BJP. They(BJP) 
want the votes of illegal 
Bangladeshis. They have 
the numbers in Delhi (Par-
liament) and they will 
impose the CAB on us.

“We will not accept 
CAB and that is why we 
have launched our agitation 
against the Bill,” he added.

AASU president Di-
panka Nath said, “The CAB 
is the death knell for the 
Assamese community. It 
will make the Assamese 
people extinct. It will open 
the door for more Bangla-
deshis to enter Assam.”
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GENERAL LAND FOR SALE

Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

FLAT FOR RENT/LEASE
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/

lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and 
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.

For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698
GENERAL LAND FOR SALE

General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 
at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 

Flat Land no cutting required. Price 30 Lakhs 
(negotiable).

Contact: 9800201335

LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

Dr A Venkataswar Rao, Representative of Gov-
ernment of India from Maharshi Sandipani Vedvidya 
Prathisthan, Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh, mentioned that 
the programme is being organised for the preserva-
tion, conservation and development of Vedic culture. 
He also talked about various programmes and activi-
ties being organised by the Prathisthan in the country. 
He also assured to support initiation of a Gurukool 
Pathshala at Kirateswar Shiva Dham, Legship. 

Dr Ravindra Bhattacharya from Kolkata University 
also addressed the gathering in Sanskrit language.

The programme saw chanting of the sacred scrip-
tures of all four Vedas; Rig Veda, Yajur Veda, Sama 
Veda and Atharva Veda, and its interpretations by ex-
perts from Varanasi and Assam.

Earlier, the Chief Minister and his spouse took part 
in puja ceremony and offered prayers for peace and 
prosperity of the state and well being of the citizens.

The programme was also attended by the Depu-
ty Speaker, Sangey Lepcha, MLA Rhenock Constitu-
ency, Bishnu Khatiwara, Political Secretary to CM, 
Jacob Khaling, Press Advisor, CP Sharma, Chairman 
State Bank of Sikkim, DB Gurung, Dr Prafulla Kumar 
Mishra, Chancellor, Dr Rajendra Prashad Central 
Agriculture University, Pusa, Bihar, Secretary to CM, 
SD Dhakal, Special DGP A Sudhakar Rao, District 
Collector West, Karma R Bonpo, officials and large 
number of devotees.

skm govt...

Bhandari Degree College here, it is informed. Those born 
before 01 Aug, 2000 can apply for the scholarship.

Selected candidates shall receiving coaching via 
VSAT with live transmission of classes being conduct-
ed at ALS Delhi being transmitted to classrooms here.

Academic mentors from Delhi will also be sent by 
ALS to Gangtok to monitor, motivate and guide the 
students during their coaching along with monthly 
visits by IAS and IPS officers serving in Sikkim to in-
spire the candidates.

“ALS hopes that this path breaking initiative tak-
en by Hon’ble Chief Minister of Sikkim will be able to 
transform the youth of Sikkim and produce results in 
Civil Services in the coming years,” the organization 
has conveyed through a press release.

Scholarships in...

Claiming that Assam has rejected the CAB, Nath 
said “We will oppose till our death this Bill, which is 
harmful to the existence of the Assamese community”.

AASU general secretary Lurinjyoti Gogoi said that 
Assam and Tripura have taken the largest burden of 
illegal Bangladeshis.

“Imposition of CAB in the north east is unaccept-
able to its people as their sentiments have been ig-
nored despite the public rejecting the bill,” he added.

In neighbouring Meghalaya Khasi Students Union, 
an influential students body in the state, held a sit-in 
near the third secretariat here protesting against the 
contentious bill, which it said, will have a negative im-
pact on the people of the entire region.

A group of anti-CAB protesters will launch a stay 
off the road protest from 7 pm on Monday till 6 am 
Tuesday. State Chief Minister Conrad Sangma had met 
Shah last week and urged the Centre to consider with-
holding passing of the CAB in its current form.

A rally was taken out in Aizawl by the Mizoram 
apex students body Mizo Zirlai Pawl (MZP) on Mon-
day in protest against the CAB.

The protestors said the Centre’s decision to intro-
duce and pass the bill will create a huge demographic 
imbalance in the north east as millions of illegal im-
migrants from Bangladesh were residing in the area.

MZP leaders expressed the fear that the bill, if leg-
islated would legalise thousands of Chakmas who had 
illegally migrated to Mizoram from CHT in Bangladesh.

It submitted a memorandum to Mizoram Gover-
nor P S Sreedharan Pillai at the Raj Bhavan stating its 
strong opposition to the proposed legislation of CAB 
and also demanded that the north eastern states be 
exempted from its purview.

In Itanagar, The All Arunachal Pradesh Students 
Union (AAPSU), a NESO constituent along with other 
students bodies of the state, held a protest march and 
demonstrated in front of the Raj Bhawan against CAB.

North East is not a dumping place for illegal mi-
grants. Under no circumstances will CAB be accepted. 
Our protest against the anti-indigenous Bill will con-
tinue, AAPSU president Hawa Bagang said.

The CAB was passed by the Lok Sabha on Jan-
uary 8 this year but was not tabled in Rajya Sabha 
and lapsed. It seeks to provide Indian citizenship to 
Hindus, Jains, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists and Par-
sis from Bangladesh, Pakistan and Afghanistan after 
seven years of residence in India even if they do not 
possess any document. During a recent meeting of 
BJP-led North East Democratic Alliance at Guwahati, 
Shah, who is also the party’s president, had said the 
concerns of the north eastern states will be incorpo-
rated in the CAB and had sought suggestions on it.

protests against...

Blood donation awareness at Mamring School
SuMMIT REpORT
Gangtok, 18 Nov:

Government Senior Secondary School Mamring, 
East Sikkim, conducted a blood donation aware-

ness program in the school for the students of class 
XI and XII in collaboration with NSS, Red Ribbon 
Club and SAATHI, a press release informs.  

Senior Blood Bank Technician of STNM Hospital, 
Kedar Nath Luitel, highlighted the benefits of blood 
donation and encouraged the younger generation 
to participate in it. He also informed that the STNM 
blood bank is organizing a blood donation camp on 
22 Nov in Pakyong where a large number of blood 

donors are expected to donate their blood. The stu-
dents who have attained the age of 18 and weigh at 
least 45 kg can donate their blood.

Principal of the School, Prahlad Sharma, deliv-
ered a motivational speech citing various facts and 
examples to motivate students for this noble act. He 
said that blood donation is the greatest gift any one 
can give and blood donors are next to God.

He appealed to all eligible students to donate 
blood voluntarily and take the opportunity to save 
someone’s life. He also thanked RRC, NSS, SAATHI, 
VBDAS, SSACS and guest speakers for helping create 
awareness on blood donation.

open inclined Bench press championship 2019
SuMMIT REpORT
Gangtok, 18 Nov: 

Bhupen Pradhan of 
Body Craft Gym, Ma-

jhitar, in men’s catego-
ry and Anjali Sharma of 
Phoenix Gym, Tadong, 
in women’s category 
emerged as the champi-
ons of the Open Inclined 
Bench Press Champi-
onship 2019. The Best 
Disciplined trophy was 
presented to Kiran Rai in 
men’s category and Bish-
nu Maya Limboo in wom-
en’s category.

The day-long com-
petition was organized 
by Pema’s Gym & Health 
Club at Martam in East 
Sikkim on 17 Nov. The 
competition had BAC 

Martam AE, Karma Sam-
ten Bhutia and BJYM 
president, Laten Sherpa 
as the guests of honour. 

A total of 43 lifters, 
27 men and 43 women, 
from different gyms and 
health clubs participat-
ed in the competition. 
On the occasion, the or-

ganizer also felicitated 
Laten Sherpa and inter-
national strength-lifter, 
Kalpana Chettri.

Winners in different 
categories of the com-
petition are Chandra 
Kala Pradhan, Suran Rai, 
Sanjog Chettri, Chewang 
Namgyal Lepcha, Pujan 

Baraily, Hissey Zangpo 
Bhutia, Kunzang Chodak 
Bhutia, Wilson Darnal, 
Krishna Nepal, Milan Oli, 
Chemmi Bhutia, Priya 
Hangma Subba, Anjali 
Sharma, Merina Chettri, 
Saraswati Rasaily, Bishnu 
Maya Limboo, Kishor Rai 
and Bhupen Pradhan.

Child-Friendly Room inaugurated 
at Ringhim Nampatam GPU

Mangan, 18 Nov [IPR]: 
District Collector, 
North, Tenzing T Ka-
leon, inaugurated the 
Child-Friendly Room 
appointed at Ringhim 
Nampatam GPU of Man-
gan Block today.

The room was dec-
orated and designed by 
the members of the block 
level Child Protection 
Committee of Mangan 
Block with the Village 

Level Child Protection 
Committee of the GPU.

The DC appreciat-
ed the effort and hoped 
that the CPC will serve as 
the first point of contact 
and a gateway for chil-
dren in need of care and 
protection and children 
in distress to reach the 
required authorities for 
any assistance. 

He asked the com-
mittee to make the com-

munity aware about the 
existence of such child 
friendly provisions at the 
GPUs at the Gram Sabhas.

The inaugural pro-
gram was coordinated by 
the Chairperson, BLCPC, 
Mangan, Mark Tshering 
Lepcha, DCPO North, 
Wendy lepcha, CWC 
chairperson and mem-
ber, VLCPC and BLCPC 
members and staff of 
DCPU, North.

Demonstration on Kufri Sindhuri 
potato for higher productivity

Gangtok, 18 Nov (PIB): 
Potatoes are good source 
of carbohydrates and be-
ing use with other food 
dishes. As potatoes have 
regular market demand 
and one can get decent 
profits with proper cul-
tivation practices. There 
are many commercial 
hybrid potato varieties 
available in India, but 
selecting quality and dis-
ease resistant tubers is 
the key factor for com-
mercial success of the 
potato crops.

Keeping in view 
above facts, ICAR-KVK, 
East Sikkim has initiat-
ed measures to increase 
the production and pro-
ductivity of potato in 
the state and Kufri Sind-
huri has been selected 
for demonstration in 
Sikkim due to its certain 
favorable characteristics 
for the region as Kufri 
Sindhuri is a moderately 
resistant to early blight, 
tolerant to late blight dis-
ease and potato leaf roll 
virus (PLRV). 

Moreover, this variety 
is to some extent water 
stress tolerant and con-
sistent performer. Kufri 
Sindhuri is a variety of 
ICAR-Central Potato Re-
search Station, Gwalior, 
Madhya Pradesh. The tu-
ber of this variety is me-
dium in size, round red 
deep eyes, which mature 
at 110–120 days.

Keeping this in view, 
the ICAR-Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra, East Sikkim 
conducted distribution 
cum demonstration pro-
gramme at Lingtam vil-
lage, East Sikkim on 16 
Nov, 2019. The potato 
seeds were distributed 
to farmers and demon-
strated the land prepa-
ration and sowing in 
farmers’ field. A total 
of 100 quintal seeds of 
Kufri Sinduri have been 
distributed among 240 
farmers of more than 12 
villages. The villages are 

Lower Nandok, Upper 
Nandok, Thanka, Ling-
tam, Tempyem, Soure-
ni, Pachekhani, Lossing 
etc. in East Sikkim.

The demonstration 
programme was conduct-
ed under the leadership 
of Joint Director, ICAR- 
NOFRI, Dr RK Avasthe, 
Tadong, Gangtok and in 
presence of Senior Scien-
tist & Head (I/c), Dr Pras-
anta Kr Pathak, KVK East 
Sikkim. Addressing the 
farmers, Dr Pathak en-
couraged members of the 
farmer groups to work 
hard to achieve the target 
of doubling the farmer’s 
income by 2022. He re-
quested the farmers not 
to keep the land fallow 
after rice harvesting and 
urged towards establish-
ing the livestock unit as 
sources of organic inputs 
within the farm to reduce 
dependence on external 
inputs as well as higher 
income generation.

SMS (Plant Breed-
ing), Dr JK Singh inter-
acted with the farmers 
in relation to the most 
significant production 
problems of potatoes, 
and also encouraged the 
farming community to 
follow scientific package 
of practices for better 
production. He demon-
strated the land prepara-
tion, propagation meth-
od, spacing and planting 
techniques of potato at 
farmer’s field.

SMS (Agronomy), Dr 
Manoj Kumar deliberat-
ed upon irrigation in po-
tato field, manure appli-
cation and management 
practices of some of the 
major diseases of potato 
prevalent in Sikkim.

Doma Bhutia assist-
ed in the smooth execu-
tion of the programme 
and Nimden Bhutia, 
Panchayat Member, 
Lingtam ward appreci-
ated the efforts of KVK 
East Sikkim and extend-
ed the vote of thanks.

SMTWA thanks Govt reinstating privileges
YOGEN ThATAL
Singtam, 18 Nov:

Singtam Motor Trans-
port Workers Associa-

tion (SMTWA) conducted 
an urgent general body 
meeting here at the com-
munity hall of Singtam 
Nagar Panchayat today.

The purpose of the 
meeting was to inform all 
that the government has 
granted license to the as-
sociation for all kinds of 
transport activities since 
the earlier practice of 
giving certain licenses to 
cooperative societies has 
been discontinued.

“The previous gov-

ernment had estab-
lished the practice of 
giving certain licenses 
to cooperative societ-
ies and because of this 
the drivers or members 
were not at all happy 
neither were the people. 
We thank the govern-
ment for this generosi-
ty,” said SMTWA general 
secretary, Norden Ta-
mang while addressing 
the meeting.

“As the president, 
I congratulate all the 
members and urge them 
to work sincerely,” said 
SMTWA president, Tin-
ku Adhikari.

NpS girls’ TT team wins Silver 
at state-level annual sports

SuMMIT REpORT
Namchi, 18 Nov:

Namchi Public 
School’s girls TT 

team won silver at the 
recently concluded State 
Level Annual School 
Sports Competition held 
in Gangtok recently.   The 

team was represented 
by Dixita Subba, Benuka 
Chettri, Anisha Rai, Ni-
sha Pradhan and Sushila 
Limboo.  

Dixita Subba has also 
been selected to represent 
the State at the national 
games, a press communi-

qué from NPS informs.  
NPS Director, Fr 

George A D’Souza, and 
the Principal, Fr Stany 
Sequeira, felicitated the 
team and the support 
staff, Palden D Lama 
and Allen Tsh Bhutia, for 
their achievement.

WB Guv-Govt 
tussle reaches 
Parliament
Kolkata, Nov 18 (PTI): 
The tussle between West 
Bengal Governor Jagdeep 
Dhankhar and the state 
government reached 
the Parliament Monday 
when TMC Rajya Sabha 
MP Sukhendu Sekhar Roy 
raised the issue of the 
governor “exceeding his 
brief” and trying to run 
a parallel administration 
in the state. The develop-
ment comes a day after the 
TMC Parliamentary Par-
ty led by MP Sudip Ban-
dopadhyay complained 
to Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah about the role 
played by Dhankhar.

Roy told a Benga-
li news channel that he 
had spoken in the Rajya 
Sabha of “how the gover-
nor is doing politics and 
is exceeding his brief on a 
regular basis”.

“The governor is ex-
ceeding his brief on a 
regular basis. He is trying 
to run a parallel ad-
ministration in Bengal. 
What the governor is 
doing does not behove 
him as he is ocuppying 
a constitutional post. 
If he wants to do pol-
itics, he is free to do 
so. But then he should 
leave Raj Bhawan and 
openly do politics. I 
have raised the matter 
in Parliament,” Roy told 
the news channel.

Bandopadhyay, who 
met Shah during the all 
party meeting in New 
Delhi on Sunday, said 
“The governor is run-
ning a parallel adminis-
tration in the state. This 
is against parliamenta-
ry democracy. We have 
told the union home 
minister to summon the 
governor and give him 
proper guidance.   
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CONTRIBuTIONS INVITED FOR AMBA 
SChOOL LIBRARY upGRADATION

Wandering Souls of Sikkim is excited to announce our plan 
to upgrade the school library of Govt. Secondary School, 

Amba, East Sikkim. This will be fourth such upgradation of 
school libraries by WSOS. 

We have successfully upgraded 3 school libraries so far with 
the support and contributions of our generous patrons and are 
looking forward to receive more such contributions. 

We request all to kindly contribute books either old or new 
or cash for the upgradation of school library at Amba. 

Our Library Initiative is aimed at upgrading School libraries 
specially in rural areas of the state and for laying a foundation 
for better future of our young minds studying in these schools. 

To Contribute Contact WSOS at 7384639193.

ICAR-NOFRI conducts training 
on Organic Seed Production 

Governor’s 
greetings 
on Lhabab 
Duechen
SuMMIT REpORT
Gangtok, 18 Nov:

On the occasion of 
Lhabab Duechen, 

Governor of Sikkim, Gan-
ga Prasad has extended 
warm greetings to the peo-
ple of Sikkim, a Raj Bhavan 
press release informs.

In his message, the 
Governor has said, “We 
celebrate Lhabab Duec-
hen to commemorate 
the descent of Buddha 
Sakyamuni from heaven 
back to earth following 
the persistent prayer and 
devotion of his followers. 
It is a festival synonym 
with the compassion and 
benevolence of Lord Bud-
dha towards mankind. 
Lord Buddha’s descend 
to earth is thus regarded 
as one of his eight great 
deeds aimed towards 
the ultimate liberation of 
mankind from worldly il-
lusion and falsehood. 

On this auspicious 
day, let us all pray that 
the effect of our positive 
actions get multiplied for 
the betterment and well-
being of all sentient beings. 
May the ideals and teach-
ings of Lord Buddha contin-
ue to inspire and illuminate 
our lives and deeds.” 

CM’s greetings 
on Lhabab 
Duechen 
Gangtok, 18 Nov (IPR):  
Chief Minister, PS Ta-
mang has conveyed warm 
greetings to the people of 
the state on the occasion 
of Lhabab Duechen.

The Chief Minister 
has expressed that it is 
a day to offer “Tsog”, a 
special offering of food 
and drink to the Guru 
and Lord Buddha for the 
benefit of all sentient 
beings that ultimately 
represents the union of 
method and wisdom. The 
Buddha intended his phi-
losophy to be a practical 
one, aimed at the happi-
ness of all creatures.

“On this auspicious 
occasion of Lhabab Duec-
hen, let us imbibe the 
philosophy of Buddha 
to make all our actions, 
thoughts and words ben-
eficial to all beings,” the 
CM has said.

Lhabab Duechen is a 
festival celebrated to re-
gard the second visit of 
Lord Buddha on earth 
after preaching his ide-
alism in heaven and 
liberating his mother 
from Samsara. This is 
considered to be one of 
the eight great deeds of 
the Buddha. 

Bethany, Abed and EPCS-Namchi enter 
next round of Sikkim united Cup

Selection trials held for badminton 
squad for NE Youth Fest

Gangtok, 18 Nov (PIB): 
ICAR-National Organic 
Farming Research In-
stitute (ICAR-NOFRI), 
Tadong, successfully or-
ganized one-day train-
ing program on “Quality 
Organic Seed Production 
and Participatory Vari-
etal Selection in Rice” on 
15 Nov, 2019. A group of 
40 farmers from all four 
districts of Sikkim par-
ticipated in the training 
program, a press release 
informs. 

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Director, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, 
Sherap T Bhutia, who 
was present as the chief 
guest, highlighted the 
importance of organic 
seed and stressed on the 
need to enhance seed 
production programme 
in the state. 

He advised the farm-
ers to take up quality 
organic seed production 
program for fulfilling the 
seed demand of import-
ant field crops. He also 
mentioned that rice be-
ing the main staple crop, 

its production needs to 
be increased by adopting 
high yielding varieties.

Guest of honour, Di-
rector, Department of 
Agriculture (Field crops/
RKVY), N Gautam, ap-
preciated the efforts of 
ICAR-NOFRI for develop-
ing various technologies 
and imparting training to 
the farmers of Sikkim on 
this important issue. 

He raised concerns 
on shrinking paddy area 
in the state and for that 
productivity needs to be 
raised using new pro-
duction technologies. 
He also raised the issue 
of conservation of tra-
ditional varieties which 
needs to be brought in to 
seed chain.

Guest of honour, Ad-
ditional Director, De-
partment of Agriculture 
(Field Crops), Rajen Tha-
pa, emphasized the need 
to boost organic seed 
production in the state. 
He appreciated all the 
support and cooperation 
from ICAR for identifica-
tion of new varieties and 

sharing with the state 
government. He also 
mentioned that certified 
seed production will be 
taken up on larger scale 
for bridging the demand 
and supply gap in organic 
seed sector.

Joint Director, 
ICAR-NOFRI, Dr RK Avas-
the, briefed about the ac-
tivities for organic seed 
production. He focused 
on the need and impor-
tance of quality seed pro-
duction for organic state 
of Sikkim. He mentioned 
that rice is the major sta-
ple crop of Sikkim and 
next to maize in terms of 
acreage but low produc-
tivity is the major issue 
impeding high produc-
tion. He stressed that rice 
productivity needs to be 
increased through tech-
nological interventions 
including high yielding 
varieties identified for 
the region.

Coordinating the pro-
gramme, Scientist (Plant 
Breeding), Dr Chandan 
Kapoor welcomed the 
dignitaries and highlight-

ed the relevance and out-
line of the training program.

During farm visit, or-
ganic seed production 
trials and various rice 
production technolo-
gies were demonstrated 
to farmers. Around 200 
rice germplasm which 
includes released variet-
ies, advanced breeding 
lines and local germ-
plasm were showcased 
to farmers and exercise 
on varietal selection 
based on farmers’ pref-
erence was conducted. 
Farmers interacted with 
the Scientists regarding 
their preference of rice 
varieties and plant traits 
preferred by them. Var-
ious aspects of organic 
seed production were 
covered like Organic seed 
production in rice, par-
ticipatory varietal selec-
tion in rice, post harvest 
management of seed by 
Dr Chandan Kapoor, Sci-
entist (Plant Breeding) and 
Dr Janak Singh (SMS Plant 
Breeding, KVK East Sik-
kim); agronomic practices 
for higher yields by Dr Amit 
Kumar (Scientist, Agrono-
my) and disease/pest iden-
tification and management 
through organic means by 
Dr Shweta Singh (Scientist, 
Plant Pathology).

Scientist (Plant Pa-
thology), Dr Shweta 
Singh proposed vote of 
thanks and SM Kandw-
al (Sr Technical Officer) 
moderated the program. 
Puscal Sharma and Eze-
kil Khawas assisted in 
organizing the program. 

SuMMIT REpORT
Gangtok, 18 Nov:

Bethany Church [Ra-
nipool] outplayed 

EPCS [Gangtok] in the 
first match of the ongo-
ing Sikkim United Cup 
here at Paljor Stadium on 
Monday. Bethany Church 
registered a convincing 
6–2 win with Sonu Bhu-
tia of Bethany Church ad-
judged Man of the Match.

In the second match, 

Hebron Church went 
down to Abed Church 1–3. 
Nima Wangdi Tamang of 
Hebron Church was ad-
judged Man of the Match.

In the last match of 
the day, EPCS Namchi reg-
istered an easy victory 
thrashing Omega Church of 
Gangtok 11–0. Kunzaman 
Thapa of EPCS Namchi was 
adjudged Man of the Match 
for his five goals in the match. 

All three victorious 

teams have entered the next 
round of the tournament.  

Three matches will be 
played on Tuesday. Word 
of Life [Lingding] will take 
on Shiloh Church [Sing-
tam] in the first match at 
11 AM, followed by SHC 
[Kalimpong] and Shiloh 
Church [Lower Martam] at 
1 PM. The last match will 
be played between Gitang 
Dagbari and EPCS-Saram-
sa at 2:30pm.

SuMMIT REpORT
Gangtok, 18 Nov:

Selection trials were 
held today at the 

badminton hall here at 
Paljor Stadium to select 
the Sikkim badminton 
squad for the 7th North 
East Youth Festival. 

The NE Youth Festival 
is being held at Tawang 
in Arunachal Pradesh 
from 10 to 12 December.

Culture Minister, 
Samdup Lepcha, was 
present as the chief 
guest for the selection 
trials which was also 

attended by Sports & 
Youth Affairs Secretary, 
Kuber Bhandari.

Students and youth 
groups shortlisted for 
the trials were selected 
from district-level selec-
tion rounds held earlier, 
informs Mr Bhandari. 

Winter Session starts on stormy 
note; Opposition uproar in LS

New Delhi, Nov 18 (PTI): 
The Winter Session of 
Lok Sabha on Monday 
began on a stormy note, 
with protests by the Con-
gress and other Opposi-
tion members over vari-
ous issues.

Soon after oath-tak-
ing of four members and 
paying condolences to 
members of Lok Sabha 
and Rajya Sabha who 
died in recent months, 
Opposition members 
sought to raise various 
issues.

Within minutes of 
commencement of the 
Question Hour, around 
30 members from the 
Congress trooped into 
the Well, shouting slo-
gans and demanding that 
the government stop at-
tacking the Opposition 
as well as foisting false 
cases. The members 
along with those from 
the National Conference 
also raised the issue of 
detention of former J-K 
Chief Minister Farooq 
Abdullah.

The issue was also 
raised by RSP leader N 
K Premachandran when 
he was given a chance 
to ask a supplementary 
question related to the 
Finance Ministry.

“Farooq Abdullah is 
not in the House. The 
House is not in order. I 

am not in a position to 
ask any question,” Prem-
achandran said.

Members of the Shiv 
Sena, one of the oldest al-
lies of the BJP which has 
snapped its ties with the 
ruling party, also raised 
slogans and demanded 
relief for farmers.

Later, they walked 
out of the House. In the 
wake of differences over 
formation of government 
in Maharashtra, the Shiv 
Sena parted ways with 
the BJP and the latter’s 
member also resigned 
as a minister from the 
Union government.

DMK members were 
also seen standing at 
their seats.

Speaker Om Birla told 
agitating members that 
they would be given an 
opportunity to raise is-
sues within rules after 
the Question Hour.

“I am ready to discuss 
all issues. Please go to 
your seats... This House 
is not for sloganeering 
but for debates and dis-
cussions,” Birla said.

Despite the ruckus, 
seven questions and re-
lated supplementaries 
were taken up during the 
Question Hour.

Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Pralhad Joshi 
sought to pacify protest-
ing members, saying the 

government was ready 
for any discussion.

“Let the Speaker de-
cide and (there can be) 
discussion under rules,” 
Joshi said and stressed 
that Question Hour is the 
right of every member 
amid vociferous protests.

Four members -- 
Prince Raj (LJP), Himadri 
Singh (BJP), Shriniwas 
Dadasaheb Patil (NCP) 
and D M Kathir Anand 
(DMK) -- took oath.

Family members of 
Raj and Anand were 
sitting in the visitor’s 
gallery. Anand’s father 
and senior DMK leader 
Durai Murugan was also 
present.

The House paid trib-
utes to 10 members, 
including from the Ra-
jya Sabha, who passed 
away recently. They in-
cluded former Union 
ministers Arun Jaitley, 
Sushma Swaraj and Ram 
Jethmalani. The House 
also stood in silence as a 
mark of respect for the 
departed souls.

Before the proceed-
ings began, Union Minis-
ter Ravi Shankar Prasad 
was seen chatting with 
a few Opposition mem-
bers, including TMC lead-
er Sudip Bandyopadhyay.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi was not pres-
ent in the House.

Vijender to 
take on former 
Commonwealth 
champion 
in Dubai 
showdown
Dubai, Nov 18 (PTI): 
Indian boxing star Vi-
jender Singh will square 
off against two-time for-
mer Commonwealth super 
middle-weight champion 
Charles Adamu of Ghana in 
his next professional bout 
here on November 22.

Vijender, managed 
by the legendary Bob 
Arum’s Top Rank Pro-
motions and IOS Boxing, 
made his US debut earlier 
this year in July, record-
ing an 11th successive 
win, beating Mike Snider.

WBO Asia Pacific 
and Oriental super mid-
dleweight champion, 
who is 34, will take on 
the 42-year-old Adamu, 
hailing from Ghana, in a 
10-round fight. Adamu 
is a veteran of 47 fights 
with a record of 33-14-0, 
including 26 knockouts. 
He competed most re-
cently in February this 
year, winning via a Tech-
nical Knockout to end a 
four-bout losing streak.

“After having rigor-
ous training sessions for 
more than two months, I 
am fully prepared to end 
my year on a winning 
note. For me this fight will 
be a build up to the world 
title which I am aiming 
in 2020,” said the Indian, 
who has eight Knockout 
wins to his credit.

“No doubt Adamu is 
an experienced oppo-
nent, he will give me a 
few new tests, he has 
done more rounds than 
me, but will that com-
pete with the power 
that I have and when I 
start landing my shots 
I don’t believe he will 
be standing around too 
long,” said Vijender. 
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Collaborating Towards a 
Better Town

Gangtok might be clean by national 
standards, but it could be so much 

better

When they experimented with MG Marg, the 
policy-makers had hoped that the litter & 

spit free zone would eventually encompass all 
of Gangtok, and if that happened, dream even 
bigger and extend it to all of Sikkim. The mis-
sion has succeeded to the extent that Sikkim 
went on to become the first Nirmal Rajya (open 
defecation free state) and has also bagged a Sa-
faigiri award for its obviously better garbage 
management credentials than the other states 
of the country. But that is hardly a comparison 
to boast about or be satisfied with since Sikkim 
has the benefit of its small size and abundant 
finances to devote to waste management, a lux-
ury, which say a Bihar does not enjoy. So, while 
the State, its government and its people deserve 
credit for being better, they should now aim to 
become really good as well.

What better place to begin than the capital 
itself. Gangtok remains a town of contradictions 
where the residents continue to live comfort-
ably in the company of stinking jhoras which 
they themselves have clogged with all types of 
household refuse and even the occasional sew-
age release. Instinctive cleanliness around pub-
lic spaces is thus perhaps too much to expect. 
Gangtokians might live in pine-wood paneled 
houses that they themselves rub with mansion 
polish every day, but are oblivious to their civic 
duties as they prove with clockwork regularity 
as the corners and roadsides continue to mim-
ic public dustbins and the jhoras have become 
a study of consumption patterns. This, despite 
a functional garbage collection service being 
in place. This is unfortunate because with even 
a few collaborative efforts, this town could be 
much better. A keener sense of responsibility 
towards public spaces would help and the right 
awareness at the school level could easily ad-
dress the problem of irresponsible littering. It 
is after all not enough to reach a garbage bag 
to the UD&HD trucks in the morning and then 
spend the rest of the day littering the town with 
wrappers and other refuse or surreptitiously 
empty septic tanks into neighbourhood jhoras.

What is required is an attitudinal shift which 
displays more collective consideration. Gangtok 
is not really a city yet, but it is already over-
flowing with brash disregards; house-owners 
are lavish with their own accommodations but 
cramp the floors below with pigeonholes and 
common toilets and bathrooms; Gangtok drivers 
are among the most impatient and insensitive, 
as are their VIP vehicles. Such mindsets, which 
disregard common intent or pursuits, continue 
to rear up in all engagements and personal aggran-
disement thus becomes a driving force. An immedi-
ate fall out of this has been the noticeable rollback 
in aesthetic nuances. Aesthetic appeal is after all for 
public consumption and extravagance for person-
al indulgence. No prizes here for guessing which 
option Gangtok takes on a daily basis. Bigger cars, 
higher buildings and increased consumption have 
left Gangtok an ugly town. Take any back-lane and 
one will be confronted with innumerable case-stud-
ies of how private greed has encroached upon public 
space and convenience. The capital is exploding with 
private decisions thumbing their collective noses at 
public courtesies. 

With too much ugliness already permanent in 
the form of concrete, the least that can be done 
is to leave the open spaces [which are mostly 
the roads and shortcuts now in Gangtok] free of 
litter. Maybe starting with this conscious effort, 
Gangtok could begin the process of becoming 
and town more becoming of its hill station sta-
tus and more true to its cleanliness credentials.

Leaked documents on Uighur detention camps 
in China – an expert explains the key revelations

why south sudan’s attempts at peace continue to fail
ANDREW EDWARD TChIE
theconversation.com

South Sudan’s five-year conflict 
has killed nearly 400,000 people, 

created more than 4 million refu-
gees and displaced 1.8 million in-
side the country.

South Sudan should be a country 
full of hope eight years after gaining 
independence from Sudan. Instead, 
it’s now in the grip of a massive hu-
manitarian crisis and recurring con-
flict. Fighting broke out in 2013 when 
President Salva Kiir accused then vice 
president Riek Machar of an attempt-
ed coup. Machar was then dismissed 
from his position.

Further fighting would erupt in 
Juba in 2016 between forces loyal 
to President Kiir and those loyal to 
Machar who is a former South Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army rebel lead-
er. To quell the renewed conflict, the 
two went on to sign a peace agree-
ment in September 2018. However, 
implementation of the agreement 
was delayed.

November 12, 2019 was intend-
ed to be the day South Sudan made a 
decisive break with the past by imple-
menting the peace deal and forming 
a unity government. Kiir, Machar 
(who now leads the official op-
position), and other small groups 
had agreed to finally form a transi-
tional government of national uni-
ty but they missed the opportunity 
again. Machar would have been re-
instated as first vice president in 
the new government.

As the deadline drew closer, stick-
ing points like the integration of a 
trained unified army, general secu-
rity and the demarcation of borders 
between States proved difficult to re-
solve. Machar and Secretary General 
of South Sudan’s Opposition Alliance 
Lam Akol called for the formation of the 

government to be delayed over fears 
that full-scale conflict could occur.

But Kiir continued pressing to-
wards the November 12 deadline. In 
October, the president claimed his 
government and the opposition were 
on schedule to form the transitional 
government by the deadline.

Machar’s opposition troops 
had already started moving to the 
agreed cantonment sites as part of 
the unified force, but some troops 
have started deserting sites with-
out training. Fears were raised that 
the absence of a unified army would 
threaten the sound formation of the 
transitional government.

Eventually, Uganda’s President 
Yoweri Museveni – one of the guar-
antors of the transitional agreement 
– the regional Intergovernmental 
Authority on Development (IGAD), 
and the South Sudanese leadership 
agreed to delay forming a govern-
ment of national unity for 100 days.

It is unlikely that South Sudan 
will resolve all the outstanding issues 
within 100 days. It needs to establish 
a unified, trained army and the oppo-
sition soldiers who have left the can-
tonment sites need to return. Further, 
the president must make a better ef-
fort to integrate government troops 
into the unified force. In addition, a 
long-term strategy around disarma-
ment, demobilisation and reintegra-
tion is urgently required. South Sudan 
doesn’t have the funds or resources to 
meet these requirements in 100 days.
DOOMED FROM ThE START

According to the 2018 Revital-
ised Agreement on the Resolution 
of the Conflict in the Republic of 
South Sudan the transitional gov-
ernment was to be implemented in 
two phases. The current pre-transi-
tional phase should determine the 
number and location of cantonment 
sites; screening, training and reuni-

fication of armed groups; and the 
number of South Sudanese states.

The second phase is supposed to 
include three years of a Revitalised 
Transnational Government of Na-
tional Unity. After that three-year 
period national elections should be 
held. According to the agreement, 
Kiir cannot form a government 
without including Machar.

This has been a point of con-
tention because the two men have 
not had a cordial relationship since 
2013 when President Kiir dismissed 
former vice president Machar for al-
legedly attempting a coup.

Another obstacle in the path of a 
transitional government has been Kiir’s 
disregard for IGAD’s role in the peace 
process. The authority comprises Dji-
bouti, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya, Somalia, 
the Sudan, South Sudan and Uganda.

In October, he created a commit-
tee to look into the number of states 
and boundaries despite the fact that 
the boundaries commission (chaired 
by IGAD) had already agreed to rein-
state the 10-state system. The current 
32-state system has caused problems 
around the appropriation and owner-
ship of ancestral land.

But South Sudan’s biggest prob-
lem is the demands of elites within 
the Sudan People’s Liberation Move-
ment/Army. Every attempt for peace 
has been scuttled by a corrupt lead-
ership. This has led to more violence 
and increased fragmentation among 
their supporters.
OBSTACLES AhEAD

One hundred days is not enough 
time for the Kiir and Machar factions 
to come to a new agreement. Gen-
erally, the reformation of states in 
conflict is complex and so far South 
Sudan has been unable to grapple 
with this complexity.

The country must resolve the 
thorny issue of fragmented militias 

which have become increasingly lo-
calised. It must also think critically 
about holding a general election in 
three years as proposed by the current 
peace agreement. Calling for elections 
in a country as fragile as South Sudan 
will only lead to further infighting.

In addition, the number of states 
is still unresolved. This is problemat-
ic because the recognition of a fixed 
number of states is essential to how 
the country will be governed.

Further, the current peace agree-
ment, which establishes the transi-
tional government, needs to be inte-
grated into the transitional constitu-
tion if the new government is to be 
recognised as a legitimate authority.
FuTuRE pROSpECTS

Overall, establishing a federal and 
democratic system of government 
will be a hard mountain for South Su-
dan to climb. The country has barely 
experienced good governance, consti-
tutionalism, rule of law, human rights 
and gender equity. It will require stra-
tegic and implementable agreements 
to get back on track.

Now might be the time for South 
Sudan to consider an external custo-
dian government to build institutions 
and reform security mechanisms. 
This has happened before in warring 
Cambodia when the United Nations 
established a transitional authority 
in 1992, leading to a comprehensive 
political settlement.

The South Sudanese peace pro-
cess might be resolved by a similar 
initiative led either by the UN or the 
African Union. It would enforce rule 
of law and implement a sound polit-
ical strategy for peace. Thus far, the 
peace agreements between local and 
regional actors have been unable to 
implement this kind of change.

[the writer is Research Fellow for 
Conflict, Security and Development 

at IISS, King’s College London]

MIChAEL CLARKE
theconversation.com

This past weekend, The New York Times’ Chi-
na correspondents, Chris Buckley and Austin 

Ramzy, published an expose of over 400 internal 
Chinese government documents relating to Bei-
jing’s mass detentions of Uighurs, Kazakhs and 
other Muslim minorities in the far-western region 
of Xinjiang. This trove of documents includes 96 
internal speeches by Chinese President and Com-
munist Party (CCP) Chairman Xi Jinping, as well as 
hundreds of speeches and directives by other CCP 
officials on the strategies of surveillance and con-
trol implemented in the region.

The documents confirm previous analyses by 
researchers on key aspects of the Chinese gov-
ernment’s so-called “reeducation” system for 
Uighurs. They also reveal new details on both 
the timing and rationale for the mass deten-
tions and the extent of opposition within the 
CCP to this approach.

Most importantly, however, the documents 
confirm Xi’s high level of personal involvement 
in driving the campaign of repression in Xinjiang.
WhAT ThE DOCuMENTS CONFIRM

A number of Xi’s internal speeches confirm 
previous assessments of the reasons behind 
the implementation of the government’s mass 
detention and “reeducation” policies.

It’s clear from the documents that fears of 
potential connections between violence in Xin-
jiang and Islamic extremism in neighbouring 
Afghanistan and the battlefields of Iraq and 
Syria played a key role in Xi’s call for a “peo-
ple’s war on terrorism”.

In one speech, for instance, Xi remarks that 
with the American troop withdrawal from Afghani-
stan, “terrorist organisations” would be “positioned 
on the frontiers of Afghanistan and Pakistan” while 
“East Turkestan terrorists who have received re-
al-war training in Syria and Afghanistan could at 
any time launch terrorist attacks in Xinjiang.”

In this context, a number of high-profile terror-
ist attacks that have occurred in China in recent 
years, including a train station attack in Kunming 
and a bombing at a marketplace in Xinjiang’s cap-
ital, Urumqi, appear to have confirmed such fears.

As Xi asserted during a visit to a counterterrorism 
police unit in Urumqi the same month as the mar-
ketplace attack, the party must “unleash” the “tools 
of dictatorship” and “show absolutely no mercy” in 
its eradication of “extremists”.  The documents also 
demonstrate that the CCP’s recent tendency to frame 
both “extremists” and religious believers more broad-
ly through the language of biological contagion or 
drug addiction comes from the top.

Xi himself states that those “infected” by “ex-
tremism” would require “a period of painful, in-
terventionary treatment”, lest they have “their 
consciences destroyed, lose their humanity and 
murder without blinking an eye.” This language of 

paternalistic state intervention is not mere rheto-
ric, but concretely guides policy on the ground.

This is evident in one document prepared to as-
sist local officials in the city of Turpan respond to 
queries by Uighur children of relatives sent to “re-
education” camps.

If officials are asked why those sent to the de-
tention centres cannot return home, for example, 
they should answer by noting the party would be 
“irresponsible” to “let a member of your family go 
home before their illness was cured.” 

Rather, children should be grateful to the state 
for the detention of their family members and 
should “treasure this chance for free education that 
the party and government has provided to thor-
oughly eradicate erroneous thinking, and also learn 

Chinese and job skills.” 
The Turpan document also confirms the link 

between “reeducation” and forced labour. It notes 
family members undergoing “reeducation” can 
“find a satisfying job in one of the businesses that 
we’ve brought in or established.”

As American researcher Darren Byler has de-
tailed, detainees are often compelled to work as 
low-skilled labour in factories either directly con-
nected to re-education centres or, upon their “re-
lease”, in nearby industrial parks where Chinese 
companies have been incentivised to relocate.
KEY REVELATIONS IN ThE REpORTING

There are several major revelations associated 
with the documents, as well. Most significant of all, 
according to the Times, is the fact the documents 
were leaked “by a member of the Chinese politi-
cal establishment who requested anonymity and 
expressed hope that their disclosure would pre-
vent party leaders, including Mr. Xi, from escaping 
culpability for the mass detentions.” Beyond such 
a (presumably) high-placed official, the leaked 
documents and reporting also reveal a greater 
level of dissent and uncertainty within lower lev-
els of the party than previously understood. Inter-

nal party documents note 12,000 investigations 
in 2017 alone into party members in Xinjiang for 
“violations” in the “fight against separatism and 
extremism”. The case of CCP official Wang Yongzhi, 
detailed by Buckley and Ramzy, is indicative here.

According to a “confession”, the local party 
chief in Yarkand in the far south of Xinjiang initial-
ly followed central policy directives by zealously 
building “two sprawling new detention facilities, 
including one as big as 50 basketball courts” and 
“doubling spending on outlays such as checkpoints 
and surveillance”.

However, fearing mass detentions would neg-
atively impact on economic development goals 
and social cohesion - key benchmarks for achiev-
ing promotion within the party - Wang “broke the 

rules” and released thousands of detainees.
For this, he was removed from his post in 2017 

and in an internal party report six months later was 
openly castigated for his “brazen defiance” of the 
“central leadership’s strategy for Xinjiang”.

Wang’s case demonstrates the existence of 
competing incentives at the local level in the imple-
mentation of centrally dictated policy.

His “brazen defiance” was not a principled 
stand against mass detentions but rather a prag-
matic consideration of the potentially negative ef-
fects on his career should detentions undermine 
broader policy goals.

In this regard, it feels like a fairly typical expe-
rience of a low-level official in any authoritarian 
or totalitarian regime around the world. It is this 
mundane quality that gives at least a kernel of hope 
the naked self-interest of party officials may play a 
part in pressuring the leadership to eventually re-
verse course on its Uighur detention policies.

However, given the stark and cold-blooded lan-
guage revealed in the documents, this may prove to 
be a forlorn one.

[the writer is Associate Professor, National 
Security College, Australian National University]



5SummitTIMES | 19 November 2019NeighbourhoodWATCH

hAve  A 
story to 
shAre? 

email us: news@
summittimes.com

Pak successfully conducts test launch of nuclear-
capable surface-to-surface ballistic missile

Aamir Khan posts first look 
from ‘Laal Singh Chaddha’

WB & Sikkim Marwadi Yuva 
Manch organizes Sports Carnival 

SuMMIT REpORT
Gangtok, 18 Nov:

West Bengal Sikkim 
Prantiya Marwadi 

Yuva Manch State Level 
Sports Carnival was or-
ganised at Siliguri. The 
program was hosted by 
Marwadi Yuva Manch 
Sevoke Branch wherein 
participants from entire 
West Bengal and Sikkim 
Region participated in 
this sports Carnival, a 
press release informs. 

The Carnival was 
attended by PBSPMYM 
State president, Vip-

ul Sharma, along with 
All India Marwadi Yuva 
Manch National general 
secretary, Umesh Garg, 
Ex-State president, San-
jay Sharma, PBSPMYM 
vice president (Head-
quarter), Lalit Jain, other 
national and state level 
office bearers; the whole 
program was conducted 
by Marwadi Yuva Manch 
Sevoke Branch president, 
Sumeet Agarwal. 

During the day long 
sports carnival, different 
types of sports competi-
tions were organised. In 

TT doubles, MYM mem-
bers from Jorethang, Ni-
tesh Agarwal & Kushal 
Minda were announced 
as the winners. In TT sin-
gles, Nitesh Agarwal from 
Jorethang was announced 
as winner while Rahul 
Mussadi from Malda Mar-
wadi Yuva Manch was an-
nounced as the runners up.

In Chess competi-
tion, member of Belur 
Branch, Vivek Khator 
was announced as the 
winner while Hitesh 
Minda of Jorethang was 
announced as the run-

ners-up. In Badminton 
doubles, Nitesh Bohania 
& Chetan Sharma from 
Dalkhola Branch was 
announced as the win-
ners while Suraj Agarw-
al & Yogesh Goyal from 
Sevoke Branch were an-
nounced as runners up.

In Badminton singles, 
Chetan Sharma and Suraj 
Agarwal from Dalkho-
la and Sevoke were an-
nounced as winners and 
runners up, respectively.

In women’s Badminton 
tournament, Piyanka Jain 
of Marwadi Yuva Manch 

Kalimpong Urja was an-
nounced as the winner 
while Anil Agarwal was 
announced as the winner in 
Carom competition.

State general secre-
tary of Paschim Bengal 
Sikkim Prantiya Marwadi 
Yuva Manch, Dheeraj Na-
har informed that win-
ners and selected players 
of State Level Tourna-
ment shall participate 
in National Level Sports 
and Games Competition 
which is going to be or-
ganised at Indore in Mad-
hya Pradesh.

LS Mp raises issue 
of climate change

Meghalaya-based insurgent 
group HNLC banned by govt

8 CPI(M) supporters injured in Tripura

New Delhi, Nov 18 (PTI): 
Meghalaya-based insur-
gent group Hynniewtrep 
National Liberation 
Council (HNLC) has been 
banned by the central 
government for its in-
creased activities of vio-
lence and other subver-
sive acts.

In a notification, the 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA) said the HNLC 
along with all its fac-
tions, wings and frontal 
organisations has been 
openly declaring as its 
objective the secession of 
the state’s areas, which 
are largely inhabited by 
Khasi and Jaintia tribals, 
from the Indian Union.

The group continues 
to intimidate and bully 
civilians to extort funds, 
maintains links with 
other insurgent groups 
of the Northeast to car-
ry out acts of extor-
tion and intimidation, 
and maintains camps 
in Bangladesh to give 
sanctuary and training to 
its cadre, it said.

The central govern-
ment is also of the opin-
ion that HNLC’s activities 
are detrimental to the 
sovereignty and integrity 
of India. If these are not 

immediately curbed and 
controlled, the HNLC will 
regroup and rearm itself, 
expand its cadre base, 
procure sophisticated 
weapons, cause loss of 
lives of civilians and se-
curity forces, and accel-
erate its anti-national 
activities, the MHA said.

“Now, therefore, in 
exercise of the powers 
conferred by sub-sec-
tion (1) of section 3 of 
the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act, 1967 
(37 of 1967), (hereinaf-
ter referred to as the said 
Act), the central govern-
ment hereby declares the 
HNLC, along with all its 
factions, wings and front 

organisations as unlaw-
ful association,” the noti-
fication said.

The ministry also 
listed the violence per-
petrated by the HNLC in 
recent past that include 
four incidents involving 
killing of one civilian, 
during the period from 
January 1, 2015, to July 
31, 2019, arrest of 16 
of its cadres, recov-
ery of four weapons, 
surrender of 14 of its 
cadres and kidnapping of 
four persons.

Earlier, the HNLC was 
declared a banned organ-
isation on November 16, 
2000 but the ban was lat-
er lifted.

Agartala, Nov 18 (PTI): 
At least eight persons, 
including two women, 
were injured near Khay-
erpur in Tripura when a 
group of people pelted 
stones at a bus carrying 
CPI-M activists, police 
said on Monday.

Secretary of the CPI-
M’s West Tripura district 
Committee Pabitra Kar 
alleged that 12 party 
activists, including five 
women, were injured 
when BJP supporters 
pelted stones at the ve-
hicle, a charge denied by 
the saffron party.

The incident took 
place on Sunday when 
the CPI(M) activists were 
returning to Agartala 
after attending a party 
meeting at Khayerpur, 15 
km from here.

An FIR was lodged 
at Bodhjungnagar Police 
Station on Sunday.

“When our activists 
were returning to Agar-
tala, a group of about 40 
BJP activists were follow-
ing the bus and started 
throwing stones at the 

vehicle. Twelve persons, 
including five women, 
were injured.

“Nine people, includ-
ing a tribal woman, were 
admitted to the GB Pant 
hospital here,” Kar told 
reporters.

Sources in the hospi-
tal said, the condition of 
five persons was critical.

Sub-divisional po-
lice office (SDPO) of 
New Capital Complex 
area Dhruba Nath said, 
eight persons were in-
jured in the incident of 
stone-pelting and many 

of them had been re-
leased from the hospital.

No arrests have been 
made in this connection, 
he said. Prior permission of 
the police had been taken 
for the meeting, Kar said.

He alleged that BJP 
activists had let loose 
a reign of terror in the 
state and were attacking 
CPI-M supporters “with-
out provocation”.

Denying the charge, 
BJP spokesman Naben-
du Bhattacharya said, 
no party worker was in-
volved in the incident.

Islamabad, Nov 18 (PTI): 
Pakistan on Monday 
conducted a successful 
test-fired a nuclear-ca-
pable surface-to-surface 
ballistic missile which 
can strike targets up to 
650 kilometres, bringing 
many Indian cities under 
its range.

The test-firing of the 
Shaheen-I missile by the 
Pakistani military took 
place amidst Indo-Pak 
tensions over New Del-
hi revoking Jammu and 
Kashmir’s special status.

According to a press 
release issued by the 
media wing of the Paki-
stani military, the launch 
of Shaheen-I missile was 
held as part of a training 
exercise “aimed at test-
ing the operational read-
iness of Army Strategic 
Forces Command”.

The Shaheen-1 mis-
sile is capable of deliv-
ering all types of war-
heads up to range of 650 
KMs, the Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) 
tweeted.

“The launch was 
aimed at testing opera-
tional readiness of Army 
Strategic Forces Com-
mand (ASFC) ensuring 

Pakistan’s credible mini-
mum deterrence,” it said.

The Director General 
Strategic Plans Division, 
Commander Army Stra-
tegic Forces Command, 
senior officers from 
Strategic Plans Division, 
Army Strategic Forces 
Command, scientists and 
engineers witnessed the 
training launch, accord-
ing to Pakistani media 
reports.

“Troops displayed a 
high standard of profi-
ciency in handling and 
operating the potent 
weapon system, ensur-
ing Pakistan’s credible 
minimum deterrence,” 
the ISPR said.

Pakistan successful-
ly test-fired nuclear-ca-
pable surface-to-surface 
ballistic missile ‘Ghaznavi’ 
with a range of up to 290 
kms on August 29, days 
after India revoked Jam-
mu and Kashmir’s special 
status on August 5.

The Indian Air Force 
carried out the success-
ful firing of BrahMos sur-
face-to-surface missiles 
from a mobile platform 
in October to check the 
IAF’s capability to hit 
targets with “pin-point” 

accuracy at targets close 
to 300 KM.

The Pakistani missile 
test also came days after 
India conducted the first 
night trial of ‘Agni-II’, its 
versatile surface-to-sur-
face medium range nu-
clear-capable missile.

The ‘Agni-II’ missile 
has a strike range of 
2,000 km and is an inter-
mediate range ballistic 
missile. It has already 
been inducted into the 
armed forces.

India and Pakistan 
have been at odds after 
New Delhi abrogated 
the provisions of Article 
370 of the Constitution 
to revoke Jammu and 
Kashmir’s special status 
and bifurcated it into two 
union territories.

Pakistan reacted 
strongly to India’s deci-
sion and downgraded bi-
lateral ties and expelled 
the Indian envoy.

India has categorical-
ly told the internation-
al community that the 
scrapping of Article 370 
was an internal matter. 
It has also advised Paki-
stan to accept the reali-
ty and stop all anti-India 
propaganda.

Mumbai, Nov 18 (PTI): 
Superstar Aamir Khan 
on Monday shared 
his first look from the 
much-awaited film “Laal 
Singh Chaddha”.

An official remake of 
Tom Hanks’ 1994 fea-
ture “Forrest Gump”, the 
film is being directed by 
Advait Chandan. Kareena 
Kapoor Khan is playing 
the female lead.

Aamir took to social 
media to post the first 
look poster from the film 
that introduces him as 
the titular character.

The actor, who seems 
to be sitting in a train 
compartment, sports 
an innocent smile as he 
looks at the camera. He is 
donning a light pink tur-
ban and has a thick beard 
with a handlebar mous-

tache. “Sat Sri Akaal ji, 
myself Laal... Laal Singh 
Chaddha,” he wrote in 
the caption.

The poster comes 
days after he shared a 
short video clip that re-
vealed the film’s logo.

The video contained a 
brief song with the lyrics, 
“Kya pata hum mein hain 
kahani, ya hain kahani 
mein hum.”

Aamir, 54, had an-
nounced the project on 
his birthday in March.

The actor, whose last 
film “Thugs of Hindos-
tan” did not perform well 
at the box office, had said 
that he would be losing 
around a lot of weight for 
his role in the film.

“My next film is final-
ised it is called Laal Singh 
Chaddha. It is being made 

by Viacom18 Motion Pic-
tures and Aamir Khan 
Productions together. It 
will be directed by Advait 
Chandan. It is an adap-
tation of Hollywood film 
‘Forrest Gump’,” Aamir 
had told reporters. “Laal 
Singh Chaddha” will re-
lease on Christmas 2020.

New Delhi, Nov 18 (PTI): 
A member of the Janata 
Dal (United) on Monday 
raised the issue of cli-
mate change and its im-
pact on India

“In the entire country 
there is climate change. 
In Bihar we first saw 
drought and in July there 
was so much rain in Pat-
na,” Kaushalendra Kumar 
of Janata Dal (United) 

said in Lok Sabha during 
Zero Hour. Stressing that 
the economy was go-
ing from bad to worse, 
Suresh Dhanorkar (Con-
gress) said job crisis has 
become a major issue.

He said new jobs 
were not being created 
and sought an explana-
tion from Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman 
on the matter.

Todd, Vaughn share PGA lead at 
darkness-halted Mexico event

Mexico City, Nov 18 
(AFP): Brendon Todd, 
coming off a victory two 
weeks ago in Bermuda, 
shared the lead with fel-
low American Vaughn 
Taylor on Sunday when 
darkness halted the fi-
nal round of the US PGA 
Mayakoba Classic.

Taylor and Todd, both 
on 20-under par with 
four holes to finish, were 
among seven top-10 
players yet to finish their 
final round when sunset 
fell at Playa del Carmen, 
Mexico. Mexico’s Car-
los Ortiz and American 
Harris English were on 
19-under, Ortiz with one 
hole to play and English 
with four remaining. 
American Adam Long 
was on 18-under with 
three holes remaining.

Competition will re-
sume at 7:30 a.m. local 
time (1230 GMT) with 
12 players set to com-
plete their 72 holes after 
heavy rains washed out 
play Thursday.

To win, it might take 
matching or breaking the 
72-hole tournament re-
cord of 22-under par set 
last year by Matt Kuchar.

Todd seized the lead 
with a six-under par 65 
in Sunday’s third round 
and players went direct-
ly into the last round, 
rushing in a failed bid to 
complete 36 holes on the 
final day.

Todd, 34, won his 
first US PGA crown at 
the 2014 Byron Nel-
son Championship then 
ended a five-year win 
drought during which 

he battled the full-swing 
yips by taking the Ber-
muda Championship two 
weeks ago. This is his 
first start since that tri-
umph. “I feel great about 
my game. Happy to have 
a chance to win this af-
ter winning in Bermuda,” 
Todd said. “I’m excited 
for the opportunity.”

Taylor, 43, seeks his 
fourth PGA title after tak-
ing the 2004 and 2005 
Reno-Tahoe Opens and 
the 2016 Pebble Beach 
Pro-Am.

“I’m just trying to 
hang in there best I can,” 
Taylor said. “Didn’t feel 
too great. I’m tied for the 
lead. I’m pleased.”

Taylor birdied the 
third hole in his final 
round, made back-
to-back birdies at the 
ninth and 10th holes 
and sank another at the 
par-5 13th.

Todd birdied the par-
3 fourth, par-5 seventh 
and par-4 ninth and 12th 
holes to stay on top but 
could only par the 13th 
and took a bogey at 14 in 
the twilight before stop-
ping on the 15th green 
alongside Taylor.

“I wanted to hit it in 
there close and come 
back tomorrow and 
make a birdie,” Todd said.

“There was probably 
no benefit to me play-
ing after making two 
fives in a row.” While his 
playing partners raced 
to the 18th tee so they 
could finish, Ortiz decid-
ed against teeing off on 
the final hole due to the 
darkness. 
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Republic of Ireland v Denmark and 
an unlikely circle of footballing hell

BARRY GLENDENNING
theGuardian
“What would you do if 
you were stuck in one 
place and every day was 
exactly the same and 
nothing that you did mat-
tered?” It was the prem-
ise of the 1993 cinema hit 
Groundhog Day, in which 
Bill Murray played Phil 
Connors, a cynical, ego-
tistical and misanthrop-
ic TV weatherman who 
finds himself reliving 
the same 24 hours over 
and over and over again 
while working on loca-
tion in the hick town of 
Punxsutawney. More re-
cently, the footballers of 
Denmark and the Repub-
lic of Ireland have found 
themselves trapped in 
a similarly nightmar-
ish scenario, apparently 
destined to meet each 
other time after time in 
a never-ending series of 
mind-numbingly tedious 
football matches. After 
four draws and one em-
phatic Danish victory, 
Monday night’s will be 
their sixth competitive 
meeting in two years.

Although Ireland’s 
goalkeeper Darren Ran-
dolph and his teammate 
Shane Duffy deserve 
some sort of footballing 
medal of valour for be-
ing the only two players 
from either nation to 
have played every single 
minute of every single 
encounter, one can’t help 
but feel that it is Christian 
Eriksen who is deserv-
ing of our most heartfelt 
sympathies. He is better 
than this. Or at least was 
better than this, a relent-
lessly awful fixture that 

always seemed somehow 
beneath a man of his ex-
traordinary talents, until 
it inevitably dragged him 
down to its level. Ireland 
have become the Ned Ry-
erson to his increasingly 
world weary weather-
man; old “Needle Nose 
Ned the Head” being 
the relentlessly cheerful 
former schoolmate of 
Connors in Groundhog 
Day, whose overbearing 
small-town insurance 
salesman shtick eventu-
ally earns him a haymak-
er in the chops by way of 
a greeting.

While Ireland have 
brought most of the fa-
miliarity, Denmark have 
provided the contempt. 
“It was a lot of defend-
ing on their side and 
we were trying to at-
tack against 11 players 
in their own half,” said 

Eriksen in a withering 
post-match analysis fol-
lowing one particularly 
soul-sapping stalemate 
in Copenhagen, during 
which Ireland failed to 
score for their fourth 
consecutive game. “They 
played like this in every 
game we’ve played. In 
the second game in Ire-
land they wanted to go 
forward but they knew 
what happened when 
they went forward so 
that’s why they were too 
scared to go forward.” His 
teammate Thomas Del-
aney likened Denmark’s 
attempts to break down 
the Ireland rearguard 
to trying to open a tin of 
baked beans with one’s 
bare hands.

In Groundhog Day, 
the main protagonist 
whiled away his time in 
his supernatural purga-

tory by becoming fluent 
at French, mastering jazz 
piano and becoming an 
expert ice sculptor. Since 
Ireland foolishly gave 
Eriksen the time and 
space to put in a virtuoso 
performance in the sec-
ond leg of a World Cup 
qualifier won 5-1 by Den-
mark in Dublin, the one 
game in five in which Ire-
land were foolish enough 
to take the game to 
their opponents, Martin 
O’Neill and subsequent-
ly Mick McCarthy have 
conspired to obstruct 
and frustrate his every 
attempt at an encore by 
sabotaging his Rosetta 
Stone tapes, keyboard 
and ice pick. Denmark’s 
Dublin win in 2017 not-
withstanding, there have 
been no discernible signs 
of either team attempt-
ing to better themselves 

as they became resigned 
to their respective plac-
es in this unlikely circle 
of footballing hell, their 
other four encounters 
having been a series of 
unbroken deadlocks, just 
one of one of which fea-
tured anything so excit-
ing as a couple of goals.

As recently as Fri-
day, Ireland somehow 
found themselves top of 
Group E, despite having 
scored just six goals in 
seven matches, two of 
which were against what 
is to all intents and pur-
poses a 426-metre high 
limestone ridge on the 
south coast of Spain. In-
terim wins for Denmark 
and Switzerland have 
rendered their latest en-
counter with their Scan-
dinavian adversaries in 
the dangerous realms of 
the “must-win”, whereas 

Denmark rock up in Dub-
lin knowing they need 
only avoid defeat.

“It would be nice if 
we’d qualified already 
but it was unlikely right 
at the very start,” said 
Mick McCarthy, who can 
at least claim to be taint-
ed by association with 
only one of Ireland’s five 
recent failures to beat 
Denmark. “But needing a 
draw … ooh, I don’t know 
how you’d go about that 
one. Would you just sit 
back and think: ‘Well, we’ll 
soak it up?’ No, not really. 
Do you go gung-ho and get 
it done? At least we know 
what we’ve got to do – 
we’ve got to win. There is 
no other result that’s go-
ing to count for us.”

The portents are not 
good. Denmark are un-
beaten in their past 23 
competitive games (their 
elimination on penalties 
at the hands of Croatia 
at the last World Cup 
doesn’t technically count 
as a defeat), while Ire-
land have not beaten any-
one ranked higher than 
them by Fifa since seeing 
off Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina in a Euro play-off win 
four years ago. “This is a 
different team under a 
different manager; it will 
not be an easy game,” 
said Denmark’s manager, 
Åge Hareide, who says 
his team are in Dublin 
looking for a win. They 
rarely are easy, either on 
the eye or for two sides 
who have come to know 
each other so well they 
could sing each other’s 
national anthems. Once 
more with feeling, it’s 
deja vu all over again.

India women continue 
domination over WI women, 

win 4th T20 by 5 runs

Murray will do ‘great 
job’ at Davis Cup, 
says British captain
Madrid, Nov 18 (AFP): Andy Murray will do a 
“great job” when he continues his comeback from 
injury at next week’s inaugural Davis Cup Finals 
in Madrid, British captain Leon Smith said. The 
former world number one claimed his first ATP 
title since 2017 last month in Antwerp to raise 
hopes that he could return to the top of the game 
despite needing career-saving hip surgery earli-
er this year. Murray, who inspired Britain to the 
2015 Davis Cup title, will line up alongside his 
older brother Jamie, Dan Evans, Kyle Edmund and 
Neal Skupski at the Caja Magica.

“Andy feels great,” said Smith on Sunday.
“He’s obviously extremely happy to be back 

in tennis. “He’s training unbelievably hard to get 
back to his best position, with great focus. “If he’s 
picked to play, then I know he will do a great job 
on the court. That’s not ego, that’s confidence of 
course. “He’s still a very good tennis player, he’s 
pushing (the other) guys ahead. And at the same 
time, you realise what he’s gone through.”

Britain, who were handed a wildcard for the 
first tournament since the old World Group was 
scrapped, will be favourites to progress from a 
Group E which also features Kazakhstan and the 
Netherlands. The teams will face off in two best-
of-three-set singles matches in each tie, with one 
doubles rubber. “We are very lucky to have three 
very good singles players and really good doubles 
options,” added Smith, who is expected to choose 
either British number one Evans or Edmund to 
partner Murray, now ranked 125th.

“So I’ve got a few things to ponder in the next 
couple of days, but it’s a good situation to be in. “It 
wasn’t that long ago that it wasn’t like this and the 
guys all stepped up even though they were ranked 
270, 300, 400... Beating guys 30th, 60th in the world. 
“That’s why you have to respect any opposition.” 
Russia get the finals, revamped by Barcelona foot-
baller Gerard Pique’s Kosmos company, underway 
on Monday against reigning champions Croatia.

But the Russians have been weakened by the 
withdrawal of world number four Daniil Medve-
dev, who has been struggling with exhaustion after 
a gruelling season that saw him reach six consec-
utive finals. Croatia are missing the injured Marin 
Cilic, while the tournament will have to launch its 
new format without Roger Federer, who decided 
not to play. Novak Djokovic and home favourite 
Rafael Nadal have committed themselves to the 
event, although the Spaniard has been struggling 
with an abdominal injury in recent weeks.

But his captain Sergi Bruguera insisted the 
19-time Grand Slam champion wants to take 
part. “The truth is that he’s in a great moment,” 
said Bruguera. “He is doing well and is eager to 
compete.” The other ties on Monday see Belgium 
take on Colombia, who never played in the World 
Group, while Italy face Canada.

Record crowd sees Miedema seal 2-0 
Arsenal win in WSL north London derby

SuzANNE WRACK
Tottenham, 18 Nov 
[theGuardian]: The 
joint Tottenham man-
ager Karen Hills hopes 
that interest in the wom-
en’s game will contin-
ue to grow. Goals from 
Kim Little and Vivianne 
Miedema earned victory 
for Arsenal in the first 
Women’s Super League 
north London derby that 
attracted a league-record 
attendance of 38,262.

“The players deserve 
to be playing in front of 
these big crowds,” she 
said. “Hopefully it won’t 
just be an occasion, hope-
fully it will be the norm.”

The Arsenal manager, 
Joe Montemurro, said: “It 
was an amazing occasion. 
We’re very proud to have 
been a part of it. To have 
the passion, to have the 
rivalry, to have the tribal-
ism. It was fantastic.”

Spurs smashed the 
previous WSL record at-
tendance of 31,213, set 
on the opening weekend 
of the season at the Eti-
had Stadium, while Chel-
sea secured the record 
for a WSL game at a wom-
en’s home ground with 
4,790 at Kingsmeadow 
for their 1-0 win over 
Manchester United.

The attendance for 
Women’s Football Week-
end beat the opening 
weekend of fixtures with a 
total of 74,247. For context, 
107,000 attended 110 WSL 
fixtures last season.

The last time the 
north London teams met 
competitively Arsenal 
hammered their rivals 
10-0 to reach the FA Cup 
quarter-finals in 2017. 

Then Little scored on her 
return to the club for a 
second spell. This game 
was much tighter but 
that was no surprise. The 
Tottenham revolution has 
been swift. Three seasons 
ago Spurs were lifting a 
cup double in the third tier 
of women’s football, kept 
very much at arm’s length 
by the club.

Unlike others teams, 
who have bid their way 
into the Championship 
or top flight, Spurs are 
in the WSL on merit. Af-
ter that double they won 
a quadruple and pro-
motion to the Women’s 
Championship. In their 
first season they finished 
seventh of 10 teams, one 
year later they won pro-
motion into the WSL af-
ter finishing behind Man-
chester United.

When Tottenham 
were preparing for their 
new stadium to open, 
many saw it as a missed 
opportunity that the 
women’s team were not 
a part of the planned test 
events. “The past, the 
present and the future” 
were honoured through 
a legends match, the un-
der-18s and first team, 
the women’s team nota-
bly absent. Fast forward 
to the new season and 
that recent past looks a 
world away. Now they 
are firmly nestled in the 
club’s embrace.

“This is my ninth sea-
son,” said the other half of 
Spurs’ management duo, 
Juan Amoros. “I went to 
watch a game against 
Millwall Lionesses and 
we lost six or seven-nil. 
I sent an eight-page re-

port to Karen about what 
needed to change.” Hills 
said: “My first memory 
was when the girls took 
their kit home to clean it, 
I had to pick up sandwich-
es, pay the referee out of 
my account, I was asked 
to drive the minibus. This 
is an incredible moment. 
We’ve had an amazing op-
portunity here.”

In the first half on 
Sunday their growth was 
evident. Rachel Furness 
and the captain, Josie 
Green, were the heart-
beat of the Spurs attack. 
The latter sent a pass into 
the run of Kit Graham but 
the England centre-back 
Leah Williamson slid 
in to push the ball back 
to Manuela Zinsberger. 
A minute later Graham 
collected as she spun 
past Jen Beattie and was 
away, but Zinsberger read 
the run well and came 
out to smother. In the sec-
ond half Arsenal began 
to stretch Spurs. Daniëlle 
van de Donk, who scored a 
hat-trick in the 10-0 dem-
olition two years ago, was 
at her battling best.

With 67 minutes 
played they found the 
breakthrough. A ball 
aimed at Miedema was 
knocked down to the 
edge of the box by a 
jumping Anna Filbey and 
Little switched on to her 
left and lashed low into 
the corner in front of 
3,000 visiting fans.

Arsenal’s second 
came when Filbey’s stray 
back-pass put Miede-
ma clean through. The 
forward coolly rounded 
Spencer and fired into 
the roof of the net. “Be-

ing a fan, being a Gooner, 
I’m pleased,” said Mon-
temurro. “We had to do it 
a little bit differently. We 
were our own worst ene-
my, turning the ball over 
a bit in the first half.

“It was a little bit in-
teresting because we just 
didn’t get the distanc-
es right when we were 
building up, which was 
strange.” It was patient 
and clinical from Arsenal 
in the end but Spurs were 
pleased with how they 
acquitted themselves 
against the champions 
and with their vocal 
home support.

“The girls were out-
standing,” said Hills. 
“Their concentration lev-
els were second to none. 
We knew we’d have to 
deal with rotation of 
players. The execution 
was bang on.

“Arsenal changed 
their formation be-
cause they couldn’t get 
through. They couldn’t 
get Jordan Nobbs on the 
ball so they moved her in 
front of the back four and 
that was credit to us. But 
it was disappointing to 
concede those two goals.”

Providence (Guyana), 
Nov 18 (PTI): The series 
already in their pocket, 
India women contin-
ued their domination 
over the West Indies 
women by notching up 
a five-run win in the 
rain-truncated fourth 
T20 International here. 
India women now lead 
the five-match series 4-0 
after sealing the series in 
the third game here.

In the rain-marred 
fourth T20 Internation-
al which was reduced 
to a nine-over-a-side af-
fair, India women made 
50 for the loss of seven 
wickets after being sent 
into bat.

Pooja Vastrakar (10) 
was the lone Indian to 
reach double digit score.

Hayley Mathews 
(3/13) scalped three 
wickets for the hosts, 
while Afy Fletcher (2/2) 
and Sheneta Grimmond 
(2/10) picked up two 
wickets apiece.

The Indians then 
bowled and fielded with 
discipline to restrict 

the West Indies wom-
en to 45 for five in their 
nine overs. India skip-
per Harmanpreet Kaur 
completely relied on her 
spinners and they did 
not disappoint her as 
off-spinner Anuja Patil 
(2/8), Deepti Sharma 
(1/8) and Radha Yadav 
(1/8) kept the Windies 
on a tight leash through-
out to ensure the win.

Mathews (11) and 
Chinelle Henry (11) 
top-scored for the 
home team.

The fifth and final 
T20 of the series will be 
played here on Thursday.

India women had de-
feated West Indies wom-
en 2-1 in the three-match 
ODI series that preceded 
the T20s.

Brief Scores:
India Women: 50 

for 9 from 9 overs (Poo-
ja Vastrakar 10; Hayley 
Mathews 3/13).

West Indies Women: 
45 for 5 from 9 overs 
(Hayley Mathews 11, 
Chinelle Henry 11; Anuja 
Patil 2/8). 

Ronaldo scores 99th 
Portugal goal as holders 
seal Euro 2020 spot
Paris, Nov 18 (AFP): Cristiano Ronaldo scored 
his 99th international goal as reigning champions 
Portugal secured their place at the Euro 2020 fi-
nals with a 2-0 victory away to Luxembourg, while 
France ended their qualifying campaign with vic-
tory. Bruno Fernandes struck the opening goal on 
39 minutes on Sunday before Ronaldo tapped in 
a scrappy second late on to clinch second place in 
Group B behind winners Ukraine, who drew 2-2 
in Serbia. Iranian striker Ali Daei holds the world 
record with 109 international goals scored in 149 
appearances between 1993 and 2006.

“All records must be broken and I will beat that 
record,” said Ronaldo. Portugal became the 17th 
nation to qualify for next year’s multi-host tour-
nament, which kicks off in Rome on June 12, join-
ing the likes of world champions France, Spain, 
Italy and England. “We can’t give the match high 
marks for style,” said Portugal coach Fernando 
Santos, who admitted the heavy pitch made life 
challenging for his team.

“I’m very happy for my players because the 
qualifying campaign has been more difficult than 
we expected. “We’re through to the finals of a ma-
jor tournament for an 11th straight time. You’ve 
got to believe in these players.” Portugal knew 
they would book their place at Euro 2020 with 
a win or by matching Serbia’s result from their 
game in Belgrade. But they were made to work 
hard by a Luxembourg team ranked 96th in the 
world that notably held France to a 0-0 draw in 
2018 World Cup qualifying.

Sporting Lisbon midfielder Fernandes broke 
the deadlock before half-time, controlling Bernar-
do Silva’s pinpoint pass expertly before lashing 
in from 20 yards. Ronaldo, who smacked in a 
hat-trick in Thursday’s 6-0 thrashing of Lith-
uania, moved to the brink of his international 
century four minutes from time. Silva’s far-post 
cross was forced towards goal by Diogo Jota, 
with Luxembourg goalkeeper Anthony Moris 
getting a hand to the ball before Ronaldo turned 
in from the goalline.

- FRANCE SIGN OFF WITH WIN -
Later on Sunday, world champions France 

wrapped up top spot in Group H as goals from 
Corentin Tolisso and Antoine Griezmann sealed a 
2-0 win over Albania in Tirana.  
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Democrats invite Trump to 
testify in impeachment inquiry
Washington, Nov 18 
(AP): Democratic House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
invited President Don-
ald Trump to testify in 
front of investigators 
in the House impeach-
ment inquiry ahead of 
a week that will see 
several key witnesses 
appear publicly.

Pushing back against 
accusations from the 
president that the pro-
cess has been stacked 
against him, Pelosi said 
Trump is welcome to ap-
pear or answer questions 
in writing, if he chooses.

If he has information 
that is exculpatory, that 
means ex, taking away, 
culpable, blame, then we 
look forward to seeing it, 
she said in an interview 
that aired Sunday on 
CBS’s “Face the Nation.

Trump could come 
right before the commit-
tee and talk, speak all the 
truth that he wants if he 
wants, she said.

Senate Democratic 
leader Chuck Schumer 
echoed that suggestion.

If Donald Trump 
doesn’t agree with what 
he’s hearing, doesn’t 
like what he’s hearing, 
he shouldn’t tweet. He 
should come to the com-
mittee and testify under 
oath. And he should al-
low all those around him 
to come to the committee 
and testify under oath, 
Schumer told reporters.

He said the White 
House’s insistence on 
blocking witnesses from 
cooperating begs the 
question: What is he hid-
ing? The comments come 
as the House Intelligence 
Committee prepares for 

a second week of public 
hearings as part of its in-
quiry, including with the 
man who is arguably the 
most important witness.

Gordon Sondland, 
Trump’s ambassador to 
the European Union, is 
among the only people 
interviewed to date who 
had direct conversations 
with the president about 
the situation because the 
White House has blocked 
others from cooperating 
with what they dismiss 
as a sham investigation. 
And testimony suggests 
he was intimately in-
volved in discussions that 
are at the heart of the in-
vestigation into whether 
Trump held up U.S. mili-
tary aid to Ukraine to try 
to pressure the county’s 
president to announce an 
investigation into Demo-
crats, including former 
Vice President Joe Biden, 
a leading 2020 candi-
date, and his son, Hunter.

Multiple witnesses 
overheard a phone call 
in which Trump and 
Sondland reportedly dis-
cussed efforts to push 
for the investigations. 
In private testimony to 
impeachment investi-
gators made public Sat-
urday, Tim Morrison, a 
former National Security 
Council aide and long-
time Republican defense 
hawk, said Sondland told 
him he was discussing 
Ukraine matters directly 
with Trump.

Morrison said Sond-
land and Trump had spo-
ken approximately five 
times between July 15 
and Sept. 11 the weeks 
that 391 million in U.S. 
assistance was withheld 
from Ukraine before it 
was released.

And he recounted 
that Sondland told a top 
Ukrainian official in a 
meeting that the vital 
U.S. military assistance 

might be freed up if the 
country’s top prosecu-
tor would go to the mike 
and announce that he 
was opening the Burisma 
investigation. Burisma 
is the gas company that 
hired Hunter Biden.

Morrison’s testimo-
ny contradicted much of 
what Sondland told con-
gressional investigators 
during his own closed-
door deposition, which 
the ambassador later 
amended.

Trump has said he 
has no recollection of 
the overheard call and 
has suggested he bare-
ly knew Sondland, a 
wealthy donor to his 
2016 campaign.

But Democrats are 
hoping he sheds new 
light on the discussions.

I’m not going to try to 
prejudge his testimony, 
Rep. Jim Himes, D-Conn., 
said on Fox News Sunday. 
But he suggested, it was 

not lost on Ambassador 
Sondland what hap-
pened to the president’s 
close associate Roger 
Stone for lying to Con-
gress, to Michael Cohen 
for lying to Congress. My 
guess is that Ambassador 
Sondland is going to do 
his level best to tell the 
truth, because otherwise 
he may have a very un-
pleasant legal future in 
front of him.

The committee will 
also be interviewing a 
long list of others. On 
Tuesday, they’ll hear 
from Morrison along 
with Jennifer Williams, 
an aide to Vice President 
Mike Pence, Alexander 
Vindman, the director for 
European affairs at the 
National Security Coun-
cil, and Kurt Volker, the 
former U.S. special envoy 
to Ukraine.

On Wednesday the 
committee will hear from 
Sondland in addition to 

Laura Cooper, a deputy 
assistant secretary of 
defense, and David Hale, 
a State Department of-
ficial. And on Thursday, 
Fiona Hill, a former top 
NSC staffer for Europe 
and Russia, will appear. 

Trump, meanwhile, 
continued to tweet and 
retweet a steady stream 
of commentary from 
supporters as he bashed 
The Crazed, Do Nothing 
Democrats for turning 
Impeachment into a rou-
tine partisan weapon. 
That is very bad for our 
Country, and not what 
the Founders had in 
mind!!!! he wrote.

He also tweeted a 
doctored video exchange 
between Rep. Adam 
Schiff, the Democratic 
chairman of the Intelli-
gence Committee, and 
Republican Rep. Jim Jor-
dan, in which Schiff said 
he did not know the iden-
tity of the whistleblower 
whose complaint trig-
gered the inquiry. The 
clip has been altered to 
show Schiff wearing a 
referee’s uniform and 
loudly blowing a whistle.

In her CBS interview, 
Pelosi vowed to protect 
the whistleblower, whom 
Trump has said should be 
forced to come forward 
despite longstanding 
whistleblower protec-
tions. I will make sure he 
does not intimidate the 
whistleblower, Pelosi said.

Trump has been un-
der fire for his treatment 
of one of the witnesses, 
the former ambassador 
to Ukraine, Marie Yova-
novitch, whom Trump 
criticized by tweet as she 
was testifying last week.

Police swoop as Hong 
Kong protesters try to flee
Hong Kong riot police 
swooped on pro-democ-
racy protesters trying 
to flee a university they 
had set ablaze Monday, 
in one of the most vio-
lent confrontations seen 
in nearly six months 
of unrest. Hundreds of 
demonstrators clashed 
throughout the day with 
police who had threatened 
to use deadly force, as pro-
tests also flared in other 
parts of the city. Monday’s 
events were part of a new 
phase of violence that be-
gan last week and has led to 
chaos throughout the city 
of 7.5 million people, with 
schools closed, train lines 
disrupted and major roads 
blocked by barricades. Chi-
na has refused to budge on 
any of the protesters’ de-
mands, and warned it will 
not tolerate dissent.

Chinese soldiers 
briefly appearing on 
Hong Kong’s streets over 
the weekend supposedly 
to clean up debris fuelled 
concerns it could intervene 
militarily. On Monday po-
lice tried to dislodge several 
hundred hardcore protesters 
who had occupied Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University (PolyU) 
over the weekend. Overnight 
the mainly black-clad young-
sters set fire to PolyU’s main 
entrance as they repelled an 
attempted police incursion. 
Daylight saw no let up, with 
clashes every time activists 
emerged from the campus.

Hails of tear gas greet-
ed attempts to break out, 
with activists forced to 
retreat or trying to find 
holes in a police cordon.

Police made dozens of 
arrests -- sometimes beat-
ing people with batons 
as they held them on the 
ground. Officers crowd-
ed around those who fell 
during charges, and could 
occasionally be seen kick-
ing helpless protesters.

- Intense clashes -
Even by recent stan-

dards, the last few days 
have stood out as partic-
ularly violent, with one 
police officer hit in the 
leg by an arrow, and an 
armoured police vehicle 
torched. Officers fired 
live rounds on Monday, 
though said they did 
not think anyone had 
been hit. Police declared 
events at PolyU a “riot” -- 
rioting is punishable by 
up to 10 years in jail.

“I hereby warn ri-
oters not to use petrol 
bombs, arrows, cars or 
any deadly weapons to 
attack police officers,” a 
force spokesman said.

“If they continue such 
dangerous actions, we 
would have no choice but 
to use the minimum force 
necessary, including live 

rounds, to fire back.”
Hong Kong police 

routinely carry sidearms, 
but until now they have 
only used them in iso-
lated incidents during 
running street clashes. 
Three people have been 
shot, none of them fatally.

They have largely re-
lied on tear gas, water 
cannon and rubber bul-
lets, but the new warning 
suggests a more proac-
tive use of live rounds.

- ‘Helpless’ -
Fear gripped protest-

ers inside the campus 
-- whose occupation is 
a twist in tactics by a 
leaderless movement so 
far defined by its fluid 
nature. One 19-year-old, 
who gave her name as 
“K”, said there was des-
peration among those 
who remained.

“Some people were 
crying badly, some were 
furious, some agonising, 
because they felt hope-
less as we were left no 
way out of the campus.

“We don’t know when 
the police will storm in.”

Protests erupted in 
several other parts of 
peninsula Hong Kong, 
with makeshift barri-
cades across normally 
bustling shopping streets, 
the road surfaces strewn 
with bricks to hamper ve-
hicles. Police fired tear gas 
at groups who had gath-
ered in the Tsim Sha Tsui 
and Jordan areas, where 
they also made a number 
of arrests.

- ‘Blossom every-
where’ -

The unrest has 
rocked previously stable 
Hong Kong, tipping the 
international financial 
hub into recession and 
frightening off tourists. 
What began as a series 
of huge, peaceful demon-
strations against a now-
shelved bill to allow ex-
tradition to the Chinese 
mainland has morphed 
into calls for democracy 
and an inquiry into police 
behaviour. Violence has 
worsened this month, 
with two men killed in 
separate incidents.

Demonstrators last 
week engineered a “Blos-
som Everywhere” cam-
paign of blockades and 
vandalism, which shut 
down sections of Hong 
Kong’s transport net-
work and closed schools 
and shopping malls.

In his most strident 
comments on the crisis, 
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping said it threatened 
the “one country, two sys-
tems” model under which 
Hong Kong has been ruled 
since the 1997 handover 
from Britain. 

Sri Lanka will be friendly with all nations, but 
neutral in matters among int’l powers: Gotabaya
Colombo, Nov 18 (PTI): Sri Lan-
ka’s newly-elected President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa delivered 
a measured speech on Monday 
at his swearing-in ceremony, 
saying his country will maintain 
friendly ties with all nations and 
remain neutral in matters in-
volving international powers so 
as to stay out of conflicts.

The 70-year-old controver-
sial wartime defence secretary’s 
statement is of importance as Sri 
Lanka has historically been an im-
portant commercial hub along the 
maritime routes due to its strate-
gic position in the Indian Ocean, 
where China is increasingly mak-
ing its inroads, raising concerns 
in India. Rajapaksa stormed to 
victory on Sunday, trouncing his 
nearest rival Sajith Premadasa 
by a margin of over 13 lakh votes 
- 52.25 per cent of votes polled 
against 41.99 per cent.

In his first address to the na-
tion at the Ruwanweli Seya in 
Anuradhapura, Rajapaksa spoke 
on matters such as foreign poli-
cy and sustainable development.

On foreign policy, the new-
ly-elected President noted that 
Sri Lanka will remain friendly 
with all nations but would remain 
neutral so as to stay out of con-
flicts between international pow-
ers, Sri Lankan news outlet News 
First reported. He also pledged 
to support the UN’s sustainable 
development goals and make Sri 
Lanka one of the leading coun-
tries in sustainable development. 
President Rajapaksa assured that 
corruption would not be tolerated 
under his administration.

Rajapaksa, who ruthlessly 
ended Sri Lanka’s nearly 30-
year civil war with the LTTE, is 
both respected and reviled in 
the island nation where he is 
considered a “war hero” by the 

Sinhalese Buddhist majority, 
but mostly distrusted by the mi-
nority Tamils. A former military 
man, Rajapaksa attended the 
counter-insurgency and jungle 
warfare school in Assam in 1980, 
served as the defence secretary 
during his elder brother Mahinda 
Rajapaksa’s tenure as president 
from 2005 to 2014. In 1983, he 
also got a masters in Defence 
Studies from the University of 
Madras. Rajapaksa visited India 
in 2012 and 2013 in his capacity 
as the defence secretary.

While families of ethnic Tam-
ils killed or disappeared during 
the civil war accuse Rajapak-
sa of war crimes, Muslims fear 
his popularity among Sinhalese 
Buddhists will further deepen 
the divide between the two com-
munities post the Easter Sunday 
attacks carried out by Islamist 
extremists that claimed 269 lives. 
The Hindus and Muslims together 
constitute approximately 20 per 
cent of Sri Lanka’s population.

Though dubbed as “war 
hero”, the role of Rajapaksa in 
ending the conflict with the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) with the death of its su-
premo Velupillai Prabhakaran 
in 2009 is quite divisive as he 
stands accused of violating hu-
man rights, a charge he vehe-

mently denies. During his first 
media interaction in October 
after being declared as a presi-
dential candidate of the Sri Lanka 
People’s Party (SLPP), Rajapaksa 
said if elected, he would not hon-
our the country’s commitments 
to the UN Human Rights Council 
on post-war accountability and 
reconciliation. “We will always 
work with the United Nations, but 
I can’t recognise what they (UN) 
have signed with (the) past gov-
ernments,” he said.

Sri Lanka co-sponsored a 
United Nations Human Rights 
Council (UNHRC) Resolution in 
September 2015 which made 
it committed to fulfil a range of 
measures dealing with human 
rights, accountability and tran-
sitional justice. Rajapaksa is ac-
cused of overseeing torturing and 
indiscriminate killings of both ci-
vilians and combatants, and later 
of political assassinations.

He and his brother Mahinda 
are also accused of condoning 
sexual violence and extrajudi-
cial killings allegedly by Lankan 
security forces during the war.

Rajapaksa, who was a top 
target of the Tamil Tigers, sur-
vived an assassination attempt 
in December 2006 by an LTTE 
suicide bomber. He is also con-
sidered to be tilted towards cash-

rich China. During his brother 
Mahinda’s regime, China started 
investing heavily in infrastructure 
projects in the island nation as 
Lanka faced international isola-
tion at the tail end of the civil war. 
Critics say it was due to Mahinda 
that the country has fallen into 
the “Chinese debt trap”.

The Hambantota port, which 
was funded by a Chinese loan 
during Mahinda’s regime, was 
leased to Beijing on a 99-year 
debt-for-equity swap in 2017 
after the country failed to pay 
off the debt. Born on June 20, 
1949, in Palatuwa in Matara dis-
trict, Rajapaksa, who hails from 
a high-profile political family, is 
the fifth of nine siblings.

His father D A Rajapaksa was 
a prominent politician in 1960s 
in the Wijeyananda Dahanayake 
government and also a founding 
member of the Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party. He joined the Ceylon 
Army as a Cadet Officer in 1971. 
In 1991, he was appointed Dep-
uty Commandant of the Sir John 
Kotelawala Defence Academy and 
held the position until his early re-
tirement from the army in 1992.

During his 20 years of military 
service, Rajapaksa received awards 
for gallantry from three Lankan 
presidents - J R Jayewardene, Ra-
nasinghe Premadasa and D B Wi-
jetunga. In 2005, he returned to 
Lanka to assist his brother Mahin-
da’s presidential election campaign. 
During that time, he obtained a dual 
citizenship from Sri Lanka.

He was appointed to the 
post of defence secretary in 
November 2005 by then new-
ly elected president Mahinda. 
In this capacity, he oversaw 
the military operation which 
eventually defeated the LTTE 
in May 2009 and earned him 
the tag of a “war hero”. 
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DRINK UP!  Actress, Olivia Wilde spoke to 
audiences with a wine bottle in hand at the Napa 
Valley Film Festival in Helena, California.
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Aries: A gift is not about extravagance or 
grand gestures. It’s about love, care, and atten-
tion to detail. Today, you’re being asked to go 
out of your way to do something thoughtful 
for the one(s) you love. To invest in a visual 
representation of your affection for them. How 
about a bouquet of their favourite flowers to 
turn their day around? Alternatively, you could 
procure something that evokes a certain mem-
ory—like the packet of chips you shared when 
you were little.
Tip: Surprise them with a gift that represents 
your love.
TAurus: We have a way of repeating pat-
terns in our lives until we consciously break 
free from them. Understand how your child-
hood wounds have a grip on you. How the 
fear of being abandoned or rejected is keep-
ing you from embracing love in its most glo-
rious form. 
Tip: Address the childhood wounds that are 
keeping you from embracing love.
Gemini: Because rings have neither an 
end nor a beginning, they are known to sym-
bolise the continuation of true love. This is 

why an exchange of rings is not only sacred 
but also a sign of forever standing by each 
other. Something to think about as you get 
ready for a relationship milestone, Gemini. 
Tip: The exchange of rings is a promise.
CAnCer: Did you know that nuts and 
spices add to the heat in the body while 
foods like cucumber, mint, lime, and lico-
rice aid in bringing the temperature down? 
Here’s something to think about when you 
find yourself faced with anger. Word of ad-
vice from the Universe: think before you act. 
You don’t want to say something in the heat 
of the moment you cannot take back. 
Tip: Opt for clean foods.
Leo: Your relationship is not the problem. 
It’s the lack of balance that’s rocking the 
boat. Change the equation from the con-
ventional ‘give and take’ to ‘give and give’. 
When both parties are equally invested, 
there is no room for disappointment. Be-
sides, it’s about two wholes rather than two 
halves coming together. The cards are also 
asking you to not limit your generosity to-
wards your partner and loved ones. Engage 

in acts of kindness without the expectation 
of receiving a reward.
Tip: Give with all your heart.
VirGo: The Lord of Karma often gets a 
bad reputation. The truth is, he’s neither re-
warding you nor punishing you. He’s simply 
helping you clear your dues. When you find 
yourself stuck in a karmic cycle, resist the urge 
to label it as good or bad. Instead, ask yourself 
what you need to learn from these experiences. 
Tip: Break free from this cycle with aware-
ness.
Libra:
Libra, you’re a witch, a magician, a sorcer-
ess, and a medicine woman. One who danc-
es with Mother Moon when the world goes 
to sleep and possesses the power to speak 
things into existence. Remember, the only 
limitations you will face are the ones you 
perceive. Today brings with itself the re-
minder that you are a deliberate creator of 
your reality and that the things you desire 
are within your reach. 
Tip: Tap into your inner Magi.
sCorpio: Sometimes, you need to step 

away from things in order to appreciate them 
better. Try not to look at this as either good 
or bad. A certain degree of detachment is the 
need of the hour. For some, the change could 
manifest as a change in address..
Tip: Let your head overrule.
sAGiTTArius: There are so many fish 
in the sea, but can any of them fill the void 
in your heart? Today brings with itself the 
reminder that you are looking for love in 
all the wrong places. Stop settling for less-
than-perfect because the idea of something 
real scares the living daylights out of you. 
Instead, focus on breaking the barriers and 
giving intimacy a chance.
Tip: Nurture the real connections.
CApriCorn: The Universe is working 
with you, not against you. Trust the open-
ings, Capricorn. A new beginning is on the 
cards, one that will open the gateway to joy 
and abundance. Some of you may be think-
ing about getting into business with your 
partner or a significant man in your life. As 
long as you build a foundation on trust and 
mutual understanding, you have nothing to 

be afraid of.
Tip: Fortune favours the brave.
AquArius: “Feelings are just visitors, 
let them come and go.” Let Mooji’s golden 
words give you the strength you need to dis-
engage from the ebb and flow of the emo-
tional world. But sitting at home and mar-
inating in your sadness isn’t going to help 
your cause. Take responsibility for raising 
your vibrations and turning grief into grat-
itude. Engaging in a physical activity like 
running or dancing is a good way to get out 
of your funk. Alternatively, consider a spon-
taneous trip to the woods.
Tip: Transform grief into gratitude.
pisCes: This weekend is less Cardi-B on 
the dance floor and more yogini in control of 
her pelvic floor. You want to stay indoors, nur-
ture your garden, eat your greens, play with 
your pets, and spend time in the company of 
those you love. Sounds #Instaperfect, Pisces. 
Have you been thinking about changing your 
address or giving your space a do-over? It’s all 
about bringing in the good chi, my love.
Tip: Spend time with those you love.

the BIG
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Akshay a rare movie star who supports 
first-time directors: karan Johar

how ‘Bala’ went from a story on pollution 
in Ganga to film about self-love Kang Daniel teases 

new digital single 
dropping this month

If you’re a DANITY, this piece of 
news will definitely brighten up 

your day: K-pop star Kang Daniel 
has just dropped a mysterious new 
teaser that promises a new single!

The news was released on the 
star’s official Twitter account.

“KANGDANIEL 2019.11.25 6PM,” 
the caption read, along with the 
hashtag “#COMINGSOON” The strik-
ing teaser image that accompanied the 
post was in tones of red, with a single 
metal ball placed in the centre — a hint 
for his new song, perhaps, considering 
his debut album, Color On Me, car-
ried the artist’s intention to “captivate 
many people with my unique colours”, 
as he said at the time.

Fans have already excitedly 
shown their support for the sing-
er’s new release, with many noting 
the “sexy” concept visual.

One fan commented, “So excit-
ed..sexy concept, can’t wait...”

Another said, “WE’VE BEEN 
WAITING FOR THIS! KING DANIEL 
IS COMING”. Earlier this year, the 
former Wanna One member made 
a strong debut as a solo artist. His 
album Color On Me reportedly sold 
342,218 copies in one day, setting 
a brand new record in South Ko-
rea for the most album sales in 24 
hours by a solo artist. 

scooter Braun is ‘frustrated’ with scott 
Borchetta over taylor swift’s music situation

Scooter Braun needs Scott Borchetta 
to “calm down.”
The 38-year-old music producer, 

who reps Justin Bieber, Demi Lovato and 
Ariana Grande, is actually not happy 
with the way things are being handled 
by Borchetta when it comes to Taylor 
Swift and her music catalog, which they 
purchased earlier this year.

For a refresher on the latest music 
battle between the trio, 
the Lover singer took to 
social media on Thursday 
and claimed that Bor-
chetta and Braun weren’t 
allowing her to perform 
her old songs at the up-
coming 2019 American 
Music Awards. For the 
ceremony, she is receiv-
ing the Artist of the De-
cade award, and wanted 
to perform a medley of 
her classics for her fans.

However, according to a source, 
Braun isn’t too happy with the way 
things are being handled by Borchetta.

“Scooter is frustrated because his 
name is being dragged in the mud,” a 
source shared with E! News. “He doesn’t 
run Big Machine or have operational 
control of company. He hasn’t taken part 
in these negotiations.”

Furthermore, the insider explained 
that the 38-year-old has been trying to 
reach the 29-year-old pop star, but as of 
right now, she hasn’t returned his calls.

“This fight with Taylor is not some-
thing Scooter agrees with,” according to 
the source. Earlier this week, the Lover 
star gave fans insight into what has been 
happening behind closed doors. 

“Guys - It’s been announced recent-
ly that the American Music Awards will 
be honoring me with the Artist of the 
Decade Award at this year’s ceremony. 
I’ve been planning to perform a med-
ley of my hits throughout the decade on 

the show,” she began her detailed post. 
“Scott Borchetta and Scooter Braun 
have now said that I’m not allowed to 
perform my old songs on television be-
cause they claim that would be re-re-
cording my music before I’m allowed to 
next year.” “Additionally - and this isn’t 
the way I had planned on telling you this 
news - Netflix has created a documenta-
ry about my life for the past few years,” 

she continued. “Scott and Scooter have 
declined the use of my older music or 
performance footage for this project, 
even though there is no mention of ei-
ther of them or Big Machine Records 
anywhere in the film.”

Sharing even more details, Swift 
wrote, “Scott Borchetta told my team 
that they’ll allow me to use my music 
only if I do these things: If I agree to 
not re-record copycat versions of my 
songs next year (which is something I’m 
both legally allowed to do and looking 
forward to) and also told my team that 
I need to stop talking about him and 
Scooter Braun.”

“I feel very strongly that sharing 
what is happening to me could change 
the awareness level for other artists and 
potentially help them avoid a similar 
fate,” she added. “The message being 
sent to me is very clear. Basically, be a 
good little girl and shut up. Or you’ll be 
punished.” It didn’t take long for other 
artists to share their thoughts over the 

matter, with many supporting Taylor, 
including Ruby Rose, Todrick Hall and 
singer Tinashe.

Not long after Swift spoke out, Big 
Machine Label Group, which Borchetta 
own issued a statement on their website 
about the situation.

“As Taylor Swift’s partner for over 
a decade, we were shocked to see her 
tumblr statements yesterday based on 

false information,” the mes-
sage read. “At no point did 
we say Taylor could not per-
form on the AMAs or block 
her Netflix special. In fact, 
we do not have the right to 
keep her from performing 
live anywhere. Since Taylor’s 
decision to leave Big Machine 
last fall, we have continued 
to honor all of her requests 
to license her catalog to third 
parties as she promotes her 

current record in which we do not finan-
cially participate.”

“The truth is, Taylor has admitted to 
contractually owing millions of dollars 
and multiple assets to our company, 
which is responsible for 120 hardwork-
ing employees who helped build her 
career,” the statement continued. “We 
have worked diligently to have a conver-
sation about these matters with Taylor 
and her team to productively move for-
ward. We started to see progress over 
the past two weeks and were optimistic 
as recently as yesterday that this may 
get resolved. However, despite our per-
sistent efforts to find a private and mu-
tually satisfactory solution, Taylor made 
a unilateral decision last night to enlist 
her fanbase in a calculated manner that 
greatly affects the safety of our employ-
ees and their families.”

With the American Music Awards 
nearly a week away, Swifties will just 
have to wait and see if Taylor gets to 
perform her hit tunes. Fingers crossed!

Mumbai, Nov 18 (PTI): Filmmaker Karan 
Johar on Monday said actor Akshay Ku-
mar is one of the rare Bollywood stars 
who chooses content over the scale of a 
project or director.

After working on action dramas such 
as “Brothers” and “Kesari”, Karan is once 
again collaborating with Akshay -- this 
time on the light-hearted “Good Newwz”.

The producer said he originally 
planned to make a big-budget feature 
with the actor but Akshay decided on the 
upcoming comedy.

“I have loved Hrishikesh Mukher-
jee’s films and I always wanted to make 
such movies but Dharma (his production 
house) has never made a film like that. I 
went with a big film to Akshay because 
he is a mega movie star.

“Akshay’s uniqueness is that he 
searches for content. He never looks for 
scale or opulence or who is the direc-
tor. He is one superstar who has always 

supported first-time directors and that’s 
rare for a movie star,” Karan told report-
ers here. He was speaking at the trailer 
launch of “Good Newwz”, directed by 
debutant Raj Mehta. The film also fea-
tures Kareena Kapoor Khan, Diljit Dosan-
jh and Kiara Advani.

Karan said “Good Newwz” marks Ak-
shay’s 23rd film with a budding director, 
claiming he is “the only movie star who 
has worked with so many debut direc-
tors”. Akshay recalled getting a narration 
from Karan regarding the other “big” film 
and said he found himself gravitating to-
wards the slice-of-life story.

“I asked Karan what else he was mak-
ing. He told me he was making a small 
film called ‘Good Newwz’. I asked him to 
narrate its story to me. After listening to 
it, I told him, ‘Let’s drop the other one 
and do ‘Good Newwz’,” the actor added.

The film is scheduled to be released 
on December 27.

BY JuSTIN RAO
Mumbai, Nov 18 (PTI): “Bala” was initially a 
critique on the industrial exploitation of the 
Ganga river and in the subsequent drafts, its 
protagonist was envisioned as a Bollywood 
film buff. But he was in “two minds” about 
the plot idea and it was after he met direc-
tor Amar Kaushik, that made the Ayushmann 
Khurrana-starrer what it is today: about a 
person coming to terms with his looks.

With Ayushmann Khurrana as a young 
man struggling with receding hairline, Yami 
Gautam as a small-town TikTok star and 
Bhumi Pednekar as a girl fighting prejudices 
against dark skin, “Bala” opened to rave re-
views and fantastic box office numbers last 
week.  Niren, whose credits include National 
Award-winning Marathi feature “Ventilator” 
and Rajkummar Rao’s “Made in China”, said he 
is overwhelmed with the response to “Bala”.

“This is such a good high. My phone hasn’t 
stopped ringing, people are writing to me. 
This is a wonderful feeling,” he said.

The film’s journey began when Dinesh 
Vijan’s Maddock Films was developing Pavel 
Bhattacharjee’s original idea about a man in 
Banaras, who finds out that a company dump-
ing waste in Ganga was responsible for his bald-
ing and decides to start a campaign against it. 
“I wasn’t too kicked about it (original idea) and 
was still in two minds. Then Amar came on 
board as a creative producer. When we sat to-
gether, he started telling me his experiences as 
he started losing hair in his early 20s.”

Conversations between the two centered 
around the latter opening up about the “ev-

eryday disappointments” a man with reced-
ing hairline goes through, ranging from wak-
ing up and checking the pillow for fallen hair 
or watch strands of hair go down the drain 
during shower. “It became about the complex 
you feel when you step out, this lack of confi-
dence which seeps in because of balding. I knew 
this is the story. It’s a common problem. It’s not 
a city-specific problem, it’s a global thing.”

Niren, who has written the film’s story, 
screenplay and dialogues, said the process 
started last October and went on till May this 
year, with round-the-clock revisions during the 
shoot. The idea further evolved into a film about 
self-love, than just a story about a bald man.

“We thought, the film shouldn’t only be 
about balding. Beneath this, it’s about self im-
age and loving oneself. From there we thought 
we will have two love stories, somewhere 
you’ll feel he might go with Yami or Bhumi but 
finally the love story is with himself.” “Bala” is 
also loaded with Bollywood references, acting 
as both, a hat-tip to its cultural impact and its 
critique for normalising stereotypes.

It was important for Niren, who feels he 
had to call out romanticising of everything 
wrong in mainstream films. This also seeped 
in how the character of Bala was shaped.

“We wanted him to be a mimicry artiste. 
The whole arc was, he mimics someone else 
and in the end starts doing stand-up where 
he’s playing himself. One becomes a mimicry 
artiste if you’re a film buff. When we started 
writing, we had two options- either he can do 
Salman or Shah Rukh Khan, whatever the ac-
tor is comfortable with. 


