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CM lays foundation stone of 
three projects in West Sikkim

AARON RAI
Chumbong, 24 Feb:

Chief Minister, PS Ta-
mang laid the foun-

dation stone of three im-
portant projects under 
the Soreng Chakhung 
constituency in West Sik-
kim, which are the Block 
Administrative Center 
at Chumbung, Industrial 
Training Institute build-
ing at Chumbong and the 
Center for Excellence at 
Chakhung.

Terming the day as 
historic, the CM thanked 
all the people of Soreng 
Chakhung on behalf of 
the Sikkim government 
for supporting him. He 
also thanked Mahendra 
P. Lama, Economic Advi-
sor to the Government of 
Sikkim.

He recalled the be-
ginning of his journey 
into politics from Soreng 
Chakhung in 1994 when 

he contested elections at 
the age of 24. 

“Throughout my po-
litical journey people of 
Soreng Chakhung have 
blessed me and now I am 
the Chief Minister. But I 

am still the same person 
I was in 1994.” he said.

The Sikkim govern-
ment's vision is to set 
up an education centre 
in each constituency, 
informed the CM. He 

requested Mahindra P. 
Lama to take a look at 
the Centre for Excellence 
project in order to make 
it more effective.

He talked about the 
government’s decision to 

provide 50 MBBS seats in 
Sikkim Manipal Universi-
ty free of cost to the un-
derprivileged from next 
year onwards. He men-
tioned the Chief
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Book to expose subculture of scams in India
New Delhi, Feb 24 (PTI): Penguin Ran-
dom House India on Wednesday an-
nounced the acquisition of a new book 
by award-winning journalist and au-
thor Snigdha Poonam that gives an in-
sight into the subculture of scams, cons 
and frauds in the country.

The book, titled "India: A Scamster 
Born Every Minute", will be released un-
der Penguin's Viking imprint in 2022, the 
publishing house said in a statement.

It proposes to navigate the sociocul-
tural landscape of India and maps the 
evolution of corruption in the country.

"Having reported on scams of var-
ious kinds for some years now, I find 
that few stories capture the realities of 
today's India better than those revolv-
ing around fraud. A book following the 
trail of scams across India seemed like 
a natural next step.

"I am grateful to Penguin for the op-
portunity and excited to work with them 
once again," said Poonam, whose first 
book "Dreamers" won the 2018 'Cross-
word Book Award' for non-fiction.

Be it "widespread unemployment", 
"rising aspirations", or a "plunging 

economy", the book claims to uncover 
the "reality behind fraud and decep-
tion" in India

Beside revealing how scamsters 
work their inventiveness, determina-
tion and willingness to adapt -- the 
book, according to the publishers, also 
shows "how various scams evolve or 
spread in India, explore the cross-bor-
der connections that make fraud a glob-
al phenomenon and thereby demon-
strates how fraud and globalisation are 
ultimately connected".

"By delving into the aspirations of 

ordinary individuals, existing socioeco-
nomic forces and institutional setbacks, 
her (Poonam's) new book offers insight 
into the very genesis of India's wide-
spread scam culture.

"She intricately weaves instances 
of fraud with social commentary and 
analysis, and her new book is as much 
a portrait of the contemporary class-di-
vide in India as it is a stunning work of 
investigative journalism. We can't wait 
to share it with the world," said Meru 
Gokhale, Publisher, Penguin Random 
House India.

CM and Ministers will 
occupy posts for only 2 

consecutive terms: Golay
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 24 Feb:

Chief Minister PS Ta-
mang on Tuesday 

reiterated that the 
Chief Minister and 
Ministers will only 
be allowed to serve two 
consecutive terms. 

Addressing the 
gathering during the 
state-level joining pro-
gram of Sikkim Kranti-
kari Morcha at Sreebad-
am in West Sikkim, the 
CM stated that his party 
came to power with this 
commitment in principle 
and will abide by it. 

“Ministers and the 

Chief Minister will only 
serve two consecutive 
terms. After that, they 
will rest for one term 
and can contest again 
after that. We will not 
have Ministers holding 
Cabinet posts forever. We 
need to give opportuni-
ties to others in the party 
as well,” said the CM.

This, it may be re-
called, is a promise made 
by the SKM before the 
elections in a clear move 
to counter the existing 
practise of some leaders, 
including the CM, oc-
cupying Cabinet berths 
over consecutive terms.

PM Modi Stadium reveals truth about 
"Hum Do Humare Do": Rahul Gandhi 

Union Cabinet approves 
President's Rule in Puducherry

New Delhi, Feb 24 (PTI): 
The Union Cabinet on 
Wednesday approved 
a proposal to impose 
President's Rule in 
Puducherry, days after 
a Congress-led govern-
ment in the union terri-
tory lost power during a 
vote of confidence.

Announcing the Cab-
inet decision, Union 
Minister Prakash Ja-
vadekar told reporters 
that the decision was 
taken as no party came 
forward to stake claim 
to form the government 
in Puducherry follow-
ing the resignation of 
the chief minister V 
Narayanasamy.

Subsequently, the 
Lieutenant Governor 
had recommended Pres-
ident's Rule there and 
the Union Cabinet has 
approved the same, the 
minister said.

After the President's 
assent, the assembly will 
be dissolved, Javadekar 
said, while adding that 
further necessary steps 
for administrative work 
in Puducherry would be 
taken soon.

He also noted that the 
model code of conduct 
was expected to come 
into effect soon after the 
Election Commission 
announces the dates for 
elections there, along 
with four states.

Narayanasamy, who 
led the Congress gov-
ernment, resigned on 
Monday ahead of the 
confidence vote after his 
government was reduced 
to a minority following 
a spate of resignations 
of his party MLAs and 
a DMK legislator in re-
cent days. Meanwhile in 
Puducherry, Narayana-
samy cautioned the vot-

ers against supporting 
the alliance comprising 
BJP, AINRC and AIADMK 
in the coming assembly 
polls and claimed these 
parties would have no 
qualms to merge the 
Union Territory with 
Tamil Nadu.

Addressing party 
workers during a demon-
stration, he said,"my gov-
ernment was toppled 
through undemocratic 
and scrupulous designs 
and the conspiracy 
hatched by the BJP in co-
ordination with the AIN-
RC and AIADMK."

Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi will ad-
dress a public meeting 
organised by the BJP in 
Puducherry on Thursday 
and also inaugurate and 
lay the foundation stone 
of various development 
projects for the poll-
bound UT.

Ayurvedic doctors "trained surgeons" 
at par with allopathic ones: Centre 

Panaji, 24 Feb [PTI]: Union AYUSH Minister Shri-
pad Naik today said there is no concept of "mixop-
athy", as claimed by a section of allopathic doctors, 
and asserted that ayurvedic practitioners are also 
trained to perform surgeries.  The idea behind al-
lowing ayurvedic practitioners to perform medical 
surgeries and other functions is aimed at support-
ing the allopathic practice, Mr Naik told news agen-
cy Press Trust of India shortly before his discharge 
from the Goa Medical College and Hospital, where he 
was undergoing treatment after an accident.

To a question on the Indian Medical Associa-
tion (IMA) opposing the Centre's decision to allow 
ayurvedic doctors to perform surgeries, Mr Naik 
said there is no term like "mixopathy".

"We are introducing an Indian system of med-
icine to support the practice of allopathy," he said, 
adding that it is not a competition as both the 
medical practices would compliment each other.

Mr Naik further said that ayurvedic doctors are ed-
ucated at par with allopathic practitioners and they are 
even trained to perform surgeries. "After completing 
their studies, the ayurvedic doctors undergo internship 
for one year. They are trained surgeons," he said.

Mr Naik said the Indian system of medicine 
has been forwarded to people of the country since 
centuries and its formula has not changed since 
then. Allopathic doctors in some parts of the country 
recently protested against the Centre's decision to 
allow ayurvedic physicians to perform certain types 
of surgeries. The Indian Medical Association has 
been opposing the Central Council of Indian Medi-
cine's decision to allow ayurvedic doctors to conduct 
certain surgical procedures after completion of their 
three-year post-graduate course.

No new COVID cases 
for third day in a row

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 24 Feb:

For the third day in a row, no new 
cases of COVID-19 have been de-

tected in the state. Out of 157 tests 
conducted in the last 24 hours, none 
tested positive for COVID-19.

The number of active cases of 
novel coronavirus remained 47 with 
no new cases and no new recoveries. 
With this, the state tally of confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 also stands still at 
6132 and the figure of recovered cas-
es of COVID-19 at 5853.

Of the 157 samples, 110 samples 
were tested by RT-PCR, 23 by TrueNat 
and 24 through rapid antigen testing.

In his daily health bulletin, State 
IEC Officer, Sonam G Bhutia informed 
that 1237 persons were vaccinated 
against COVID-19 today out of which 
119 are health workers and 1118 are 
frontline workers.

Giving the break-up of vaccination, 
he said that 82 health workers and 95 
frontline workers were vaccinated in 
the Urban Primary Health Centre in 
Gangtok, 11 health workers and 29 
frontline workers at STNM Hospital, 
184 frontline workers in ITBP camp 
under Sang PHC, 58 frontline workers 
in Rangpo PHC, 149 frontline work-
ers in Rhenock CHC and 177 frontline 
workers in Pangthang.

At Gyalshing District Hospital, 
3 health workers and 67 frontline 
workers were vaccinated while 134 
frontline workers were vaccinated in 
Soreng.

Nine health workers were vac-
cinated in Dikchu, 3 health workers 
and 10 frontline workers in Phodong 
and 1 health worker and 99 frontline 
workers in Chungthang. In Yangyang, 
10 health workers and 116 frontline 
workers were vaccinated.

New Delhi, 24 Feb [PTI]: 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Wednesday 
took on Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi over 
the renaming of a crick-
et stadium in his home 
state Gujarat - billed as 
the world's biggest - af-
ter him, reviving charges 
of crony capitalism that 
he said were illustrated 
in the way the two of its 
stands were named. 

He also highlighted 
that this change comes 
at a time when Jay Shah, 
son of PM Modi's closest 
confidante Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah, was 
the treasurer of the Indi-
an cricket board BCCI.

The references to Re-
liance and Adani were 
that to two of India's big-
gest business houses led 
by billionaires from Guja-
rat - Mukesh Ambani and 
Gautam Adani.

As an opposition 
leader, Rahul Gandhi has 
dedicated this season's 
attack on PM Modi's 
government with special 
emphasis on accusations 
of crony capitalism that 
have been bolstered by 
the nearly-three-month-
long farmers' protest 
against the centre's new 
agricultural laws.

Mr Gandhi has re-
peatedly used the slogan 
"Hum Dom Humare Do" 

- the decades-old motto 
of India's family planning 
programme that advo-
cates for families to have 
two children to control 
its population growth - 
as a barb at PM Modi and 
Amit Shah favouring two 
of their closest business 
groups.

The charges have 
prompted the govern-
ment to fight on the same 
pitch with Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman 
saying in parliament 
this month that the slo-
gan applied better to the 
Congress, led by party 
chief Sonia Gandhi, her 
children Rahul and Pri-
yanka and influenced by 
son-in-law Robert Vadra.

"Hum do humare do 
is that - we are two peo-
ple taking care of a party 
and there are two oth-
er people who I have to 
take care, daughter and 
damad will take care of 

that," Ms Sitharaman said. 
Responding to those like 
Mr Gandhi who picked on 
the renaming of the stadi-
um, the ruling BJP's Amit 
Malviya posted:

The surprise renam-
ing of the revamped 
Motera cricket stadium 
in Gujarat after PM Modi 
today triggered a flood of 
reactions on social me-
dia, including from the 
opposition that accused 
the government of "in-
sulting" Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel, a freedom 
icon and India's first 
Home Minister, whose 
name had been given to 
the sports complex and 
stadium.

Facing a backlash, 
the government clarified 
that the name change 
involves only the cricket 
stadium and the entire 
sports complex contin-
ues to be named after 
Sardar Patel.
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Inter School Junior Olympic Games at Namthang
SUMMIT REPORT
Namchi, 24 Feb:

Week-long Block Level 1st Inter School 
Junior Olympic Games is being held 

in Namthang, South Sikkim under the ban-
ner of 'Sports for Peace and Development' 

from 23 Feb to 01 Mar. 
The games were organized by Department 

of Sports and Youth Affairs, Government of Sik-
kim, with the support of Ministry of Sports and 
Youth Affairs, Government of India.

The competition was organized in the 

categories of U-17 and U-14 boys and girls 
in different disciplines like athletics, ar-
chery, boxing, badminton, football, karate, 
taekwondo, table tennis, etc. The compe-
tition was participated by 12 Private and 
Government Schools.

Sarathi awareness program 
for students at Namchi

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 24 Feb:

Sarathi, an NGO based 
in South Sikkim, orga-

nized a one-day aware-
ness programme on 
substance abuse, moral 
values and suicide pre-
vention for students at 
Namchi Government Col-
lege today. 

As per a press re-
lease, students of Nam-
chi Government College, 
DIET Namchi, ITI Kam-
rang, SIST (State Institute 
of Science & Technology) 
Chisopani had partici-
pated in the awareness 
programme. Institute 

heads of all the partici-
pating colleges including 
Principal of Namchi Gov-
ernment College, Deepak 
Tewari also attended the 
programme. 

The dignitaries at the 
event were Maharajji, 
Vyasananda, Chairman 
of Commerce and In-
dustries, Government of 
Sikkim. Tashi Tsh. Bhutia 
[Chairman, Tea Board], 
Anjita Rajalim [Political 
Secretary to the Chief 
Minister], Sunita Sharma 
[Chairman, RDD] among 
others were present. 
Rohit Raj Maharaj, Chief 
Patron Sarathi and Ad-

visor to CM, was the re-
source person of the pro-
gramme.

He appreciated the 
initiative of the Chief 
Minister, PS Tamang, 
for supporting such a 
programme to free Sik-
kimese society from 
problems of drug abuse, 
suicide, etc. through 
NGOs like Sarathi.

Rohit Maharaj, en-
couraged the students to 
follow strict manual for 
success wherein he em-
phasized on hardwork, 
discipline, respects to 
elders including parents 
etc. He warned the stu-
dents of negative peer in-
fluence, and maintaining 
proper sleeping, eating, 
studying habits and also 
to ensure daily exercise 
including yoga for better 
health. 

Maharajji Vyasanan-
da in his short speech 
instructed the students 
to live a simple life and 
believe in hard work. 
He also warned against 
greed and materialistic 
lifestyle. 

Golay was youngest SDF 
Minister, counters SDF

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 24 Feb: 

Criticizing the state-
ment made by Chief 

Minister and Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha pres-
ident, PS Tamang that 
Pawan Chamling never 
gave opportunities to 
the youth in his party, 
Sikkim Democratic Front 
has said that Mr Tamang 
was the youngest Min-
ister under the SDF gov-
ernment. Mr Tamang 
had made the statement 
during a joining program 
held at Shreebadam, 
West Sikkim.

In a press release is-
sued today, SDF has said 
that Mr Tamang’s state-
ment reflects his inex-

perience and ignorance. 
The party has alleged 
that the SKM govern-
ment does not have any 
new ideas and is busy 
expanding the party in-
stead of delivering its re-
sponsibilities.

SKM is busy cutting 
ribbons of works taken 
up by the earlier govern-
ment and criticizing the 
SDF party and its leader 
Pawan Chamling, the re-
lease alleges.

On former SDF Minis-
ters and leaders joining 
SKM, the release states 
that joining the party in 
power only proves that 
these leaders were only 
interested in power and 
self-interest. 

Minister’s Meritorious Scholarship 
scheme and also talked about the 
Gyalshing college construction.

Education Minister, Kunga Nima 
Lepcha said that the Centre for Excel-
lence project is being constructed in 
Soreng Chakhung as West Sikkim is lag-
ging behind in development. 

“The project will help in the overall 
development of the state. Intellectuals 
from home and abroad will come to the 
centre enabling Sikkim’s students to 
compete in the world,” he stated. 

The centre, which is being built at a 
cost of around Rs 900 crore, will be able 
to accommodate 4,000 students includ-
ing those from abroad, he informed. 
The project will also provide employ-
ment to locals and support the tourism 

sector as well.
Economic Advisor to the Govern-

ment of Sikkim, Mahendra P. Lama, said 
that the Centre for Excellence is the 
heart of self-reliant India. He lauded the 
government for bringing about change 
in the state.

The Chief Minister was accompa-
nied by Education Minister Kunganima 
Lepcha, Lok Sabha MP, Indra Hang Sub-
ba, Agriculture Minister, Loknath Shar-
ma, Transport Minister, Sanjit Kharel, 
Urban Development Minister, Arun Up-
reti, Power Minister, MN Sherpa, Roads 
and Bridges Minister,  Samdup Lepcha, 
MLA, Bishnu Khatiwada, MLA, Sunita 
Gajmer, MLA, Em Prasad Sharma, Polit-
ical Secretary to CM, Jacob Khaling, and 
Chairpersons of various Departments.

CM lays foundation...

AFSPA extended in Assam 
for another six months

Guwahati, Feb 24 (PTI): 
The Assam government 
on Wednesday extended 
the existing 'disturbed 
area' status of the state 
for another six months 
from February 27 under 
the Armed Forces (Spe-
cial Powers) Act (AFSPA).

"As per powers con-
ferred under section 
3 of the Armed Forces 
(Special Powers) Act, 
1958, the Governor of 
Assam has declared the 
entire state of Assam 
as 'disturbed area' upto 
6 (six) months beyond 
27/02/2021, unless 
withdrawn earlier", ac-
cording to an official re-
lease issued here.

The release did not 
cite any particular rea-
son for the extension, but 
sources said that it was 
in view of the assembly 
elections due in April-
May and recovery of 
arms and ammunitions 

from some parts of the 
state.

The AFSPA was im-
posed in Assam in No-
vember 1990 and has 
been extended every six 
months since then after 
a review by the state gov-
ernment.

In the North East, 
the AFSPA is in force in 
Assam, Nagaland, Mani-
pur (excluding Imphal 
Municipal Council Area), 
Changlang, Longding 
and Tirap districts of 
Arunachal Pradesh, and 
areas falling within the 
jurisdiction of the eight 
police stations of districts 
in Arunachal Pradesh 
bordering Assam.

Civil society groups 
and rights activists in 
the region have been de-
manding withdrawal of 
the alleged 'draconian' 
law from the northeast-
ern states where it has 
been imposed.

Villagers attack forest 
personnel, take away poacher

Baripada, Feb 24 (PTI): 
Over 20 armed villagers 
hurled stones at forest 
personnel, smashed their 
car windows, snatched 
a rifle and took away 
a poacher from their 
clutches in Mayurbhanj 
district, an official said 
on Wednesday.

Forest officials of 
Udala range had seized 
60 kg venison and ar-
rested a poacher who 
allegedly killed a sambar 
in the Similipal National 
Park here, an official said.

They also seized 
two country-made rifles 
and gunpowder from the 
poacher on Tuesday night 
during a raid at Jamudiha 
village, located at the foot-
hills of the national park. 
While the staffers were re-

turning to Udala range of-
fice with the seized items 
and the poacher, the ve-
hicle was surrounded by 
armed men who forcibly 
took away the poacher, a 
country-made rifle, and 
about 45 kg venison, the 
official said.

A forest staffer man-
aged to escape and in-
form police personnel 
at Udala, he said. Police 
rushed to Jamudiha vil-
lage, rescued the team and 
recovered the damaged 
vehicle. Similipal National 
Park in Mayurbhanj dis-
trict is home to tigers, el-
ephants, bisons and four-
horned antelopes.

This protected area is 
part of the UNESCO World 
Network of Biosphere Re-
serves since 2009.

"Right to silence is virtue in noisy times": 
Facebook boss to Supreme Court 

New Delhi, 24 Feb 
[NDTV]: Fending off sum-
mons by the Delhi assem-
bly over an investigation 
into last year's riots in 
the city, Facebook India 
Vice President and MD 
Ajit Mohan Wednesday 
told the Supreme Court 
that the "right to silence" 
is a virtue in present 
"noisy times" and the leg-
islature had no authority 
to examine him in a law 
and order case.

The court reserved its 
verdict after lawyers rep-
resenting Facebook offi-
cial, Delhi assembly and 
the centre wrapped up 
submissions on the plea 
of Mr Mohan challeng-
ing summons issued by 
the 'Peace and Harmony 
committee' of the Delhi 
assembly for failing to 
appear before it as a wit-
ness in connection with 
the riots.

Senior advocate Har-
ish Salve, appearing for 

Facebook official, said 
setting up of the panel 
was not the core function 
of the Delhi assembly as 
the law and order issue 
fell under the domain of 
the centre in the national 
capital.

"There are two broad 
silos, one is existence of 
powers in compulsion 
of appearance and sec-
ond is competence. I will 
submit that they (Delhi 
assembly) are wrong on 
both," the senior lawyer 
said.

During the proceed-
ings held through vid-
eo-conferencing, Mr 
Salve said these kinds 
of "expansion of pow-
er through the back-
door" should not be 
allowed and "in the 
noisy times of the 
present, right to si-
lence is a virtue. And 
leave it to me to decide, 
whether or not I want to go".

However, Solicitor 

General Tushar Mehta 
had opposed the submis-
sion of the panel of the 
assembly saying that the 
law and order squarely 
fell under the domain of 
the Delhi police which is 
accountable to the cen-
tral government.

Earlier in December, 
the Peace and Harmony 
committee had moved 
the top court seeking to 
intervene in the plea filed 
by the Facebook Vice 
President and MD.

On October 15, last 
year, the centre had told 
the court that proceed-
ings of the Peace and 
Harmony committee are 
"without jurisdiction" as 
the issue was about law 
and order.

It had said that "pub-
lic order and police are 
not within the domain 
of the Delhi Legislative 
Assembly and therefore 
this proceeding is with-
out jurisdiction."

Indian traders face 'absolute havoc' 
as bourse suffers four-hour outage

MUMBAI, 24 Feb (Re-
uters): India’s larg-
est bourse shut down 
for nearly four hours 
on Wednesday due to 
what it said was a tele-
com network glitch, and 
its operators drew fire 
from traders for a lack 
of transparency over the 
problem, which they said 
caused “absolute havoc”.

The National Stock 
Exchange opened around 
9:15 a.m. local time as 
usual, but traders said 
prices on its main indexes 
stopped updating about 
an hour later. At 11:40 
a.m., the NSE shut down 
completely for trading, 
leaving traders wonder-
ing what would happen to 
their open positions.

The incident oc-
curred just ahead of the 
monthly derivatives ex-
piry on the last Thurs-
day of the month, when 
traders close or roll over 
their open positions.

“This was an unmit-
igated disaster because 
you need to communi-
cate this proactively. Not 
one person in the market 
knew they would shut 
down the exchange,” Var-
un Khandelwal, director 
at Bullero Capital, a New 
Delhi-based proprietary 
trading firm. The first 

public news of the 11:40 
a.m. shutdown came via 
social media and to the 
broader media around 
20 minutes later.

The NSE said it had 
multiple telecom links 
with two service pro-
viders but had problems 
with both of them.

“People believed 
things would come back 
up in half an hour or an 
hour. But this complete 
lack of transparency 
from NSE created abso-
lute havoc,” said Jimeet 
Modi, founder of broker-
age Samco Securities.

The NSE did not re-
spond to a request for 
comment.

Trading resumed af-
ter almost four hours, 
and the exchange extend-
ed market hours until 
late evening.

The NSE Nifty 50 in-
dex eventually ended the 
day 1.9% higher as fi-
nancial stocks rose after 
the finance ministry an-
nounced that private-sec-
tor lenders could carry out 
government transactions 
such as taxes and pension 
payments.

Market participants 
questioned why the NSE 
did not have a backup 
plan, especially after it 
experienced a similar 

five-hour shutdown in 
2017. India’s market 
regulator in the evening 
asked the NSE to carry 
out a “detailed root cause 
analysis” and explain the 
reasons for trading not 
migrating to a disaster 
recovery site.

Anup Khandelwal, 
president of the Associa-
tion of National Exchang-
es Members of India, told 
Reuters investors and 
brokers had lost money 
as many started closing 
open positions at lower 
prices on BSE Ltd., anoth-
er stock exchange that ri-
vals the NSE.

Zerodha, the coun-
try’s top brokerage firm 
which says it contributes 
to more than 15% of 
all Indian retail trading 
volume, sent multiple 
mobile-app alerts to its 
users and said it was in 
talks with the NSE.

On Twitter, #zerodha 
became a top trending 
hashtag as worried users 
asked questions about 
their portfolios.

“The sad state of to-
day’s glitch is that no one 
‘will’ take any responsi-
bility of traders’ losses 
whatsoever. Not any bro-
ker and not even @NSE,” 
said Twitter user Rushi-
kesh T.

India warns of worsening COVID-19 
situation, vaccinations to expand

KRISHNA N DAS & 
NEHA ARORA
NEW DELHI, 24 Feb 
(Reuters): India an-
nounced an expansion of 
its COVID-19 vaccination 
programme on Wednes-
day but warned that 
breaches of coronavirus 
protocols could wors-
en an infection surge in 
many states.

Nearly a month after 
the health minister de-
clared that COVID-19 had 
been contained, states 
such as Maharashtra in 
the west and Kerala in 
the south have report-
ed a spike in cases amid 
growing reluctance to 
wear masks and main-
tain social distancing.

India’s infections are 
the second highest in 
the world at 11.03 mil-
lion, swelled by a fur-
ther 13,742 in the past 
24 hours, health minis-
try data showed. Deaths 
rose by a two-week high 
of 104 to 156,567.

“Any laxity in imple-
menting stringent mea-
sures to curb the spread, 
especially in view of new 
strains of virus..., could 
compound the situation,” 
the ministry said in a 
statement singling out 
nine states and a federal 
territory.

India has confirmed 
the long-time presence 

of two mutant variants 
- N440K and E484Q - in 
addition to those first de-
tected in Brazil, Britain 
and South Africa.

TESTS FALLING
The health ministry 

said that while cases in 
the states of Chhattis-
garh, Gujarat, Kerala, 
Maharashtra, Madhya 
Pradesh and Punjab, as 
well as the federal terri-
tory of Jammu and Kash-
mir, were rising, the pro-
portion of high-accuracy 
RT-PCR tests in those 
places was falling be-
cause many states prefer 
antigen tests, which are 
cheaper and quicker but 
less accurate.

The federal govern-
ment is worried exces-
sive reliance on rapid 
antigen tests could un-
dercount cases, leading 
to real infections going 
unchecked and spread-
ing the disease.

Cases have also risen 
in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu 
and West Bengal.

In the past week, a 
third of India’s 36 states 
and union territories 
have reported an aver-
age of more than 100 
new cases each day, with 
Kerala and Maharashtra 
both registering more 
than 4,000, in a trend ex-
perts link to the reopen-
ing of schools and subur-

ban train services.
Maharashtra report-

ed 8,807 new COVID-19 
cases on Wednesday, the 
highest in nearly five 
months. Of those, 1,167 
were in Mumbai, India’s 
financial capital.

The government 
has also asked states to 
speed up vaccinations for 
healthcare and frontline 
workers. Just about 11 
million people have re-
ceived one or two doses 
in a campaign that began 
on Jan. 16. The target is 
300 million by August.

From March 1, In-
dia will start vaccinat-
ing people above 60 and 
those older than 45 with 
health conditions free of 
charge in about 10,000 
government hospitals 
and for a fee in more than 
20,000 private facilities, 
the government said.

Earlier on Wednes-
day, a regulatory panel 
sought more data from 
drugmaker Dr. Reddy’s 
Laboratories for emer-
gency authorisation 
of Russia’s Sputnik V 
COVID-19 vaccine, a se-
nior official with direct 
knowledge of the discus-
sions said.

The Central Drugs 
Standard Control Organ-
isation did not immedi-
ately reply to a Reuters 
request for confirmation.
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RUCHI DIAGNOSTIC CLINIC
Behind telephone Exchange Near Old STNM Hospital. Gangtok

PH: 03592-203333, 204876, 8509373970
EXISTING FACILITIES:
ULTRASOUND
DIGITAL X-RAY
ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY
COLOR DOPPLER
PATHOLOGY
MICROBIOLOGY
BIOCHEMISTRY
ENDOSCOPY
B M D
E C G
DENTAL O P G
GASTRO CLINIC
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC
MEDICAL CLINIC
ORTHO CLINIC
E N T CLINIC
GYNEA CLINIC
PHYSIOTHERAPY
SPECIALISED TESTS
BLOOD COLLECTION CENTRES 
AT :
	 Sushruta Medical, 
 Ranipool.    
 

 Arihant Medical, Opp.
 CRH gate, 5th Mile.

COMPLETE E N T FACILITIES 
UNDER ONE ROOF

ENT O P D Monday to Friday
10.00 am to 2.30 pm

1.ENT OPD CLINIC
2.ENT ENDOSCOPIES
3.MICROSCOPIC PROCEDURES
4.MINOR O T PROCEDURES
5.VERTIGO MANAGEMENT
6.AUDIOMETRY, TYMPANOME-
TRY AND HEARING AIDS. 

CONSULTANT ENT SURGEON
DR. ONGDEN GYATSO, MS (AIIMS)

GASTRO CLINIC & O P D
8.00 am to 9.00 am

MEDICAL CLINIC & O P D
9.30 am

ORTHO AND GYNEA 
CLINICS & O P D

3.00 pm
PAEDIATRIC CLINIC & O P D

8.00 am And 6.00 pm
VACCINATION CLINIC

Indrakil Prayag Sarwajanik Mahateesta Aarti
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 24 Feb:

The third episode of Rangpo Indrakil Prayag Sarwajanik Maha-
teesta Aarti was organized at the confluence of the Tees-

ta and Rangpo rivers on Tuesday evening, a press release 

informs. Devotees from Rangpo, Majhitar, Singtam and oth-
er areas, as well as Machong were present during the puja. 
The main purpose of organizing the Maha Aarti is to iden-
tify the significance and the brilliance of Indrakil Prayag in 
the world level.

Timid Atlético Madrid pay price against 
Chelsea for going back in time

SID LOWE
London, 24 Feb [theGuardian]: 
Atlético Madrid went back to their 
origins but this team are not that 
one and the old plan didn’t come 
together. In the Bucharest stadium 
where they won their first trophy 
under Diego Simeone in 2012, a 
home from home 2,500km east of 
the Metropolitano, one aim took 
priority to the detriment of all oth-
ers: do not concede. Once it might 
have worked and perhaps here it 
could have done, but it didn’t and 
that didn’t entirely surprise. With 
20 minutes remaining, Olivier Gi-
roud sent a superb overhead kick 
past Jan Oblak. “The game was de-
cided by a detail,” said Koke Resur-
rección.

Some detail. And it was deeper 
than that. By the time this game 
ended, it was hard to avoid the 
conclusion that Chelsea had got 
what they deserved and harder 
still to avoid the conclusion that so 
had Atlético; that this was not just 
a detail, it was by design. Atlético 
had invited this, a lack of ambition 
hurting them. At the final whistle, 
they had not managed a shot on 
target. For too long, it had looked 
as if they weren’t really trying to. 
When they did it was too late: the 
damage was done.

It is not over of course, Koke 
quick to insist: “Atlético always get 
up again.” But Atlético have never 
progressed from a European tie 
having lost 1-0 in the home leg.

When Simeone named his line-
up, it had appeared reasonably 
offensive. Four, not five, at the 
back. Saúl and Koke, rather than 
Geoffrey Kondogbia in the middle. 
Thomas Lemar on the wing. João 
Félix and Ángel Correa. Momentar-
ily, they stepped up to Chelsea too, 
Saúl almost catching out Édouard 
Mendy, Luis Suárez out-thinking 
and outmuscling Antonio Rüdiger 
and Marcos Alonso to make an ear-
ly chance for Lemar sliding in, and 
Correa almost finding Suárez by the 
six-yard box. Flashes of “vertigo” 
Simeone called them, brief glimpses 
of the transitions he had hoped for.

With time, though, came timid-
ity, the initiative ceded to Chelsea. 
The question before the game had 
been whether Atlético would play 
with four or five at the back; as it 
turned out, it was more like six, 
in line across the edge of the area, 
another three just in front. Suárez 
was largely a lone figure without 
the legs to go long, and even he 
dropped in often. Félix barely saw 

the ball. That pattern emerged 
early and by the second half it was 
and irreversible. Chelsea looked to 
Oblak’s goal; Atlético looked only 
to the clock.

After the game Simeone was 
asked whether his team had lacked 
bravery. “No, I don’t think so,” he 
replied. On television, surprise 
was expressed at how deep At-
lético had played, that they hadn’t 
pressed Chelsea more often – not 
least because in those brief mo-
ments when they had it had looked 
like a plan that could work. Sime-
one shot back: “What did you ex-
pect?”

Well, quite. This is in his char-
acter, they knew. As he noted: “We 
always want organisation, a strong 
block.” Besides, there was a sense 
in the thinking, other reasons. 
Fourteen players have had Covid 
– so has he – and there have been 
injuries and suspensions, fatigue. 
Since Kieran Trippier’s suspen-
sion they have played five different 
right-backs. Here it was their best 
midfielder Marcos Llorente who 
again filled in, and Simeone knows 
that costs them offensively. Yan-
nick Carrasco was absent. Then 
there’s the fact that the away goals 
rule puts a premium on not con-
ceding at home. And this was not 
even at their actual home, perhaps 
urging even more caution.

It has often served them well, 
in any case. Last year a 1-0 at the 
Metropolitano was the platform 
from which they knocked out Liv-
erpool. When they eliminated 
Chelsea in 2014, it was after a 0-0 
at the Calderón. It is something 
they are good at.

Or is it? And should it be? Nine 
years have passed since Atlético 
won the Europa League in Bucha-
rest. It was Simeone’s first sea-
son, having taken over with the 
team four points off relegation, an 
extraordinary achievement that 
was the start of a seismic shift. A 
league and two Champions League 
finals are among what has fol-
lowed. There has been a huge leap 
institutionally, an increase in the 
demands. Countless players have 
been and gone. Of the team that 
won that final, only Koke is left 
– and he was a 20-year old who 
came on in the 90th minute.

The team is different now. This 
season especially. This team, top 
of the league, is supposed to have 
another identity. They do have an-
other identity, in fact. Or did until 
Tuesday night, when there was a 

feeling of regression, of them go-
ing back to their origins, an identi-
ty from which they had moved on. 
This Atlético had more possession, 
played higher up, scored more 
goals. Suárez took them closer to 
the opposition’s area. This was 
a team that, while some values 
remain eternal and unchanging, 
attacked. One that might have 
attacked Chelsea but instead ap-
peared to assimilate their inferi-
ority.

A deeper question reappeared 
here, asked with increasing urgen-
cy and fatalism: is there something 
wrong with Spanish football? It 
may be premature, unnecessarily 
alarmist but after Barcelona, Se-
villa and Atlético lost the first leg 
of their Champions League ties, 
and Real Sociedad conceded four 
to Manchester United in the Euro-
pa League, might this even be the 
end? If the best team in La Liga 
took that approach against the 
team fifth in the Premier League, is 
there a problem?

More immediately was it the 
best plan? If, indeed, it was the 
plan, not a product of their oppo-
nents’ performance. And do At-
lético’s problems run deeper? Was 
this the best way to remedy them? 
They had chosen to protect them-
selves when perhaps that’s no lon-
ger what they’re built for. They had 
tried to do something they look 
less equipped to do now: this was 
the eighth consecutive game in 
which they have conceded.

There is always an element 
of short blanket syndrome, and 
the coach could be forgiven for 
believing that his choice to pull it 
towards his feet was 20 minutes 
from being justified. He was not 
wrong when he said: “There were 
very few chances for either team.” 
It is not as if Oblak made a cata-
logue of astonishing saves.

But as Simeone said: “What 
could have been, what might have 
happened, doesn’t help now.” What 
did happen was that they were 
beaten again, losing two games in 
a row for only the second time un-
der Simeone. They have dropped 
more points in 12 days than in the 
rest of the season put together. At-
lético had won once in four; only 
rarely did they seem determined 
to make that two in five, the draw 
they sought becoming a defeat and 
obliging them to come up with an-
other plan for the second leg.

“We’ll go there to win,” Koke 
said. “There’s no other option.”

Mars rover’s 
giant 
parachute 
carried secret 
message
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP): The huge para-
chute used by NASA’s 
Perseverance rover to 
land on Mars contained 
a secret message, thanks 
to a puzzle lover on the 
spacecraft team.

Systems engineer Ian 
Clark used a binary code 
to spell out “Dare Mighty 
Things” in the orange 
and white strips of the 
70-foot (21-meter) para-
chute. He also included 
the GPS coordinates for 
the mission’s headquar-
ters at the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in Pasadena, 
California.

Clark, a crossword 
hobbyist, came up with 
the idea two years ago. 
Engineers wanted an un-
usual pattern in the nylon 
fabric to know how the 
parachute was oriented 
during descent. Turning 
it into a secret message 
was “super fun,” he said 
Tuesday.

Only about six people 
knew about the encoded 
message before Thurs-
day’s landing, according 
to Clark. They waited un-
til the parachute images 
came back before putting 
out a teaser during a tele-
vised news conference 
Monday.

It took just a few 
hours for space fans to 
figure it out, Clark said. 
Next time, he noted, “I’ll 
have to be a little bit 
more creative.”

“Dare Mighty Things” 
— a line from President 
Theodore Roosevelt — 
is a mantra at JPL and 
adorns many of the cen-
ter’s walls. The trick was 
“trying to come up with 
a way of encoding it but 
not making it too obvi-
ous,” Clark said.

As for the GPS coor-
dinates, the spot is 10 
feet (3 meters) from the 
entrance to JPL’s visitor 
center.

Another added touch 
not widely known until 
touchdown: Persever-
ance bears a plaque de-
picting all five of NASA’s 
Mars rovers in increasing 
size over the years — 
similar to the family car 
decals seen on Earth.

Deputy project man-
ager Matt Wallace prom-
ises more so-called hid-
den Easter eggs. They 
should be visible once 
Perseverance’s 7-foot 
(2-meter) arm is de-
ployed in a few days and 
starts photographing un-
der the vehicle, and again 
when the rover is driving 
in a couple weeks.

“Definitely, definitely 
should keep a good look-
out,” he urged.

"Vaccines free of cost to all": Mamata 
Banerjee to PM ahead of polls 

Kolkata, 24 Feb [NDTV]: 
With polls now just 
weeks away, the Ben-
gal government wants 
to provide coronavirus 
vaccines "free of cost to 
all people... to make the 
election safe" and has re-
quested the centre's sup-
port in purchasing the 
required number of dos-
es "on top priority basis".

On Wednesday after-
noon Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee wrote to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to point out that 
while government and 
parastatal employees 
who will be involved in 
the conduct of the elec-
tion were being vaccinat-
ed, lakhs of voters were 
not.

"West Bengal... being 
an election-going state... 
we are required to reach 
out to every government 
and parastatal employ-
ee on an urgent basis to 
make the election safe. 
The worrying point is... 
people in general will be 
forced to go to polling 
stations without vaccina-
tion," Ms Banerjee wrote.

"We feel it is equally 
important to reach out to 
them with a rapid vacci-
nation programme im-

mediately (in the) inter-
est of health and well-be-
ing of all concerned," she 
added.

The Chief Minister 
asked the Prime Minister 
to "instruct appropriate 
authorities so the state 
can purchase vaccines... 
on top priority basis... to 
provide vaccination free 
of cost to all the people".

Bengal has a popula-
tion of around 10 crore 
and the cost of free vacci-
nations may be as much 
as ₹ 5,000 crore, accord-
ing to some estimates.

It is also one of 10 
states to which the cen-
tre today rushed special 
teams to contain a surge 
in fresh cases. These 
teams are to work close-
ly with state officials to 
establish why cases are 
rising.

Last month Ms Ba-
nerjee made a similar 
announcement - that her 
government would pro-
vide vaccines free of cost 
- and irked the BJP, which 
is the principal opposi-
tion in her state.

BJP leaders accused 
Ms Banerjee of politicis-
ing the distribution of 
vaccines before elections, 
pointing out that the cen-

tre had already said the 
shots would be free for 
three crore healthcare 
staff and frontline work-
ers who were prioritised 
in the first round of vac-
cinations.

The BJP accused her 
of jumping on the centre's 
promise to score brownie 
points with voters.

This was after the BJP 
was made an identical 
promise in October last 
year - free Covid vaccines 
for the people of Bihar 
ahead of Assembly elec-
tions there. Union Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman 
shot down criticism of 
that promise, saying it 
only reflected what the 
party would do if it won 
polls.

The Election Com-
mission later ruled the 
promise was not a viola-
tion of the Model Code.

Earlier today Union 
Minister Prakash Ja-
vadekar said the second 
phase of vaccinations - in 
which around 27 crore 
people over 60 and those 
over 45 but with illness-
es - would begin March 1.

According to Health 
Ministry data there are 
around 3,400 active 
Covid cases in Bengal.

Establish Agriculture Research Centre in 
Parliament, demands farmer leader Rakesh Tikait 

Ghazipur, 24 Feb: Bhara-
tiya Kisan Union (BKU) 
leader Rakesh Tikait has 
demanded establish-
ment of an agriculture 
research centre in the 
Parliament premises so 
that rates of crops can be 
determined.

"The government dis-
pels the Swaminathan re-
port and thinks that the 
Minimum Support Price 
(MSP) that is being asked 
for is too much. Why not 
establish an agriculture 
research centre in the 
Parliament premises, 
grow crops there and de-
cide their rates according 
to profit and loss after 
harvesting?" the farmer 
leader said.

The BKU leader also 
said with this farmers' 
protest, political parties 
will now have to include 
farmer welfare in all elec-
tions and will have to ad-
dress farmers' issues.

Earlier, Mr Tikait had 
warned the Centre that 
if the three newly enact-
ed farm laws are not re-
pealed, the farmers will 
march to the Parliament 

with 40 lakh tractors.
Speaking at a farm-

ers' rally in Sikar in Ra-
jasthan, Mr Tikait said: 
"Our next call will be for 
a march to Parliament. 
We will tell them before 
marching. This time it 
won't be just 4 lakh trac-
tors but 40 lakh tractors 
will go there if farm laws 
are not taken back."

Mr Tikait also de-
manded that a new law 
should be enacted en-
suring minimum support 
price for farmers.

This comes weeks af-
ter the violence that broke 

out in the national capital 
on January 26 during the 
farmers' tractor rally.

Farmers have been 
protesting on the differ-
ent borders of the nation-
al capital since Novem-
ber 26 against the three 
newly enacted farm laws 
- Farmers' Produce Trade 
and Commerce (Promo-
tion and Facilitation) Act, 
2020; the Farmers Em-
powerment and Protec-
tion) Agreement on Price 
Assurance and farm Ser-
vices Act 2020 and the 
Essential Commodities 
(Amendment) Act, 2020.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Road Safety
Slogans and documents do not make 

travel safer, better driving does

Mountain roads are rarely safe roads, but that 
should not mean that consistent efforts are 

not made to make them safer. 
Sikkim’s roads are notoriously accident-prone, 

and not because the roads are treacherous, but 
more so because the hands that control the wheels 
are not always the surest. The State Government 
had moved a legislation some years ago which as-
pired to ensure that those driving passenger ve-
hicles on Sikkim roads have the skills required to 
justify the task of ferrying lives from destination to 
destination. This proposal had sought to reconfirm 
the skills of people with taxi driving licences pro-
cured from outside the State. It is unclear whether 
this rule was ever notified or implemented, but had 
such an over-watch been undertaken, the roads 
could have become safer. This approach appears to 
be returning at the policy level again and the com-
ing times will bear out how effectively it is imple-
mented and abided by.

For now, all that Sikkim can do is join the na-
tion in observing Road Safety Weeks and play 
with newer models of breath analysers and more 
frequent checking of vehicle documents. What it 
should actually do instead is re-initiate a practice 
attempted for too short a time - also several years 
ago – involving the passengers. The focus here is 
on taxi services although even private driving 
needs special attention. Some years ago, following 
a slew of accidents triggered by rash driving, the 
cops had started a massive highway checking rou-
tine in which, apart from checking on the health 
of the vehicles, like the brakes and general engine 
road-worthiness, they enquired on the driving 
habits of the drivers. Passengers were encouraged 
to lodge complaints if the driving was rash. 

Admittedly, Sikkim Police is too understaffed 
and too busy with keeping city roads jam free to 
make such patrolling a regular affair, but it could 
use the surprise element to its benefit by springing 
it every now and then. 

The monsoons will soon be upon us and al-
though the landslide zones along the highways do 
not witness accidents unless slopes collapse unan-
nounced, the delay caused while waiting the turn 
to cross troublespots and the anxiety of completing 
the to-and-fro runs or making good time over di-
versions can make driving on the rest of the stretch 
dangerous. All it takes for disaster to strike on a hill 
road is for the concentration to slacken for a split 
second. It could happen to the best of drivers on 
the safest of roads. If passengers are encouraged to 
keep the driving safe, the roads will automatically 
become safer. 

With the tourist season and its tremendous de-
mand for vehicles already upon Sikkim, what the 
drivers associations and the traffic police should 
also perhaps work on is a guideline which ensures 
that the drivers are not overworked. It is not rare 
for drivers to make multiple trips, stretching both, 
the engine and their own faculties, to dangerous 
levels. They would not do this if the rules did not 
allow it. A tired driver operating a tired vehicle is 
a combination that does not lend itself too well to 
safe roads. 

These are some initiatives one hopes will be at-
tempted. 

Why Using Fear to Promote COVID-19 
Vaccination and Mask-Wearing Could Backfire

Why Using Fear to Promote COVID-19 
Vaccination and Mask-Wearing Could Backfire

AMY LAUREN FAIRCHILD 
& RONALD BAYER
theconversation.com

You probably still remember public 
service ads that scared you: The 

cigarette smoker with throat cancer. 
The victims of a drunk driver. The guy 
who neglected his cholesterol lying in 
a morgue with a toe tag.

With new, highly transmissible 
variants of SARS-CoV-2 now spread-
ing, some health professionals have 
started calling for the use of similar 
fear-based strategies to persuade 
people to follow social distancing 
rules and get vaccinated.

There is compelling evidence that 
fear can change behavior, and there 
have been ethical arguments that us-
ing fear can be justified, particularly 
when threats are severe. As public 
health professors with expertise in 
history and ethics, we have been 
open in some situations to using fear 
in ways that help individuals under-
stand the gravity of a crisis without 
creating stigma.

But while the pandemic stakes might 
justify using hard-hitting strategies, the 
nation’s social and political context right 
now might cause it to backfire.

FEAR AS A STRATEGY HAS 
WAXED AND WANED

Fear can be a powerful motivator, 
and it can create strong, lasting mem-
ories. Public health officials’ willing-
ness to use it to help change behavior 
in public health campaigns has waxed 
and waned for more than a century.

From the late 19th century into 
the early 1920s, public health cam-
paigns commonly sought to stir fear. 
Common tropes included flies men-
acing babies, immigrants represented 
as a microbial pestilence at the gates 
of the country, voluptuous female 

bodies with barely concealed skele-
tal faces who threatened to weaken 
a generation of troops with syphilis. 
The key theme was using fear to con-
trol harm from others.

Following World War II, epidemi-
ological data emerged as the founda-
tion of public health, and use of fear 
fell out of favor. The primary focus at 
the time was the rise of chronic “life-
style” diseases, such as heart disease. 
Early behavioral research concluded 
fear backfired. An early, influential 
study, for example, suggested that 
when people became anxious about 
behavior, they might tune out or even 
engage more in dangerous behaviors, 
like smoking or drinking, to cope 
with the anxiety stimulated by fear-
based messaging.

But by the 1960s, health officials 
were trying to change behaviors re-
lated to smoking, eating and exercise, 
and they grappled with the limits of 
data and logic as tools to help the 
public. They turned again to scare 
tactics to try to deliver a gut punch. 
It was not enough to know that some 
behaviors were deadly. We had to re-
act emotionally.

Although there were concerns 
about using fear to manipulate peo-
ple, leading ethicists began to argue 
that it could help people understand 
what was in their self-interest. A bit 
of a scare could help cut through the 
noise created by industries that made 
fat, sugar and tobacco alluring. It 
could help make population-level sta-
tistics personal. 

Anti-tobacco campaigns were the 
first to show the devastating toll of 
smoking. They used graphic images 
of diseased lungs, of smokers gasp-
ing for breath through tracheotomies 
and eating through tubes, of clogged 
arteries and failing hearts. Those 

campaigns worked.
And then came AIDS. Fear of the 

disease was hard to untangle from 
fear of those who suffered the most: 
gay men, sex workers, drug users, and 
the black and brown communities. 
The challenge was to destigmatize, 
to promote the human rights of those 
who only stood to be further margin-
alized if shunned and shamed. When 
it came to public health campaigns, 
human rights advocates argued, fear 
stigmatized and undermined the effort.

When obesity became a public 
health crisis, and youth smoking rates 
and vaping experimentation were 
sounding alarm bells, public health 
campaigns once again adopted fear 
to try to shatter complacency. Obesi-
ty campaigns sought to stir parental 
dread about youth obesity. Evidence 
of the effectiveness of this fear-based 
approach mounted.

EVIDENCE, ETHICS AND POLI-
TICS

So, why not use fear to drive 
up vaccination rates and the use of 
masks, lockdowns and distancing 
now, at this moment of national fa-
tigue? Why not sear into the nation-
al imagination images of makeshift 
morgues or of people dying alone, 
intubated in overwhelmed hospitals?

Before we can answer these ques-
tions, we must first ask two others: 
Would fear be ethically acceptable in the 
context of COVID-19, and would it work?

For people in high-risk groups – 
those who are older or have underly-
ing conditions that put them at high 
risk for severe illness or death – the 
evidence on fear-based appeals sug-
gests that hard-hitting campaigns 
can work. The strongest case for the 
efficacy of fear-based appeals comes 
from smoking: Emotional PSAs put 
out by organizations like the Ameri-

can Cancer Society beginning in the 
1960s proved to be a powerful anti-
dote to tobacco sales ads. Anti-tobac-
co crusaders found in fear a way to 
appeal to individuals’ self-interests.

At this political moment, however, 
there are other considerations.

Health officials have faced armed 
protesters outside their offices and 
homes. Many people seem to have 
lost the capacity to distinguish truth 
from falsehood.

By instilling fear that government 
will go too far and erode civil liber-
ties, some groups developed an effec-
tive political tool for overriding ratio-
nality in the face of science, even the 
evidence-based recommendations 
supporting face masks as protection 
against the coronavirus.

Reliance on fear for public health 
messaging now could further erode 
trust in public health officials and sci-
entists at a critical juncture.

The nation desperately needs a 
strategy that can help break through 
pandemic denialism and through the 
politically charged environment, with 
its threatening and at times hysterical 
rhetoric that has created opposition 
to sound public health measures.

Even if ethically warranted, fear-
based tactics may be dismissed as 
just one more example of political 
manipulation and could carry as 
much risk as benefit.

Instead, public health officials 
should boldly urge and, as they have 
during other crisis periods in the past, 
emphasize what has been sorely lack-
ing: consistent, credible communica-
tion of the science at the national level.

[Amy Lauren Fairchild is Dean and 
Professor, College of Public Health, 
The Ohio State University; Ronald 

Bayer is Professor Sociomedical 
Sciences, Columbia University]

AMY LAUREN FAIRCHILD & RONALD BAYER
theconversation.com

You probably still remember public service ads 
that scared you: The cigarette smoker with 

throat cancer. The victims of a drunk driver. The 
guy who neglected his cholesterol lying in a morgue 
with a toe tag.

With new, highly transmissible variants of 
SARS-CoV-2 now spreading, some health profes-
sionals have started calling for the use of similar 
fear-based strategies to persuade people to follow 
social distancing rules and get vaccinated.

There is compelling evidence that fear can 
change behavior, and there have been ethical ar-
guments that using fear can be justified, particu-
larly when threats are severe. As public health 
professors with expertise in history and ethics, 
we have been open in some situations to using 
fear in ways that help individuals understand the 
gravity of a crisis without creating stigma.

But while the pandemic stakes might justify using 
hard-hitting strategies, the nation’s social and political 
context right now might cause it to backfire.

FEAR AS A STRATEGY HAS WAXED AND 
WANED

Fear can be a powerful motivator, and it can 
create strong, lasting memories. Public health 
officials’ willingness to use it to help change be-
havior in public health campaigns has waxed and 
waned for more than a century.

From the late 19th century into the ear-
ly 1920s, public health campaigns commonly 
sought to stir fear. Common tropes included flies 
menacing babies, immigrants represented as a 
microbial pestilence at the gates of the country, 
voluptuous female bodies with barely concealed 
skeletal faces who threatened to weaken a gener-
ation of troops with syphilis. The key theme was 
using fear to control harm from others.

Following World War II, epidemiological data 
emerged as the foundation of public health, and 
use of fear fell out of favor. The primary focus at 
the time was the rise of chronic “lifestyle” diseas-
es, such as heart disease. Early behavioral research 
concluded fear backfired. An early, influential 
study, for example, suggested that when people be-
came anxious about behavior, they might tune out 
or even engage more in dangerous behaviors, like 
smoking or drinking, to cope with the anxiety stim-
ulated by fear-based messaging.

But by the 1960s, health officials were trying to 
change behaviors related to smoking, eating and 
exercise, and they grappled with the limits of data 
and logic as tools to help the public. They turned 
again to scare tactics to try to deliver a gut punch. It 
was not enough to know that some behaviors were 
deadly. We had to react emotionally.

Although there were concerns about using fear 
to manipulate people, leading ethicists began to ar-

gue that it could help people understand what was 
in their self-interest. A bit of a scare could help cut 
through the noise created by industries that made 
fat, sugar and tobacco alluring. It could help make 
population-level statistics personal. 

Anti-tobacco campaigns were the first to show 
the devastating toll of smoking. They used graphic 
images of diseased lungs, of smokers gasping for 
breath through tracheotomies and eating through 
tubes, of clogged arteries and failing hearts. Those 
campaigns worked.

And then came AIDS. Fear of the disease was 
hard to untangle from fear of those who suffered 
the most: gay men, sex workers, drug users, and 
the black and brown communities. The challenge 
was to destigmatize, to promote the human rights 

of those who only stood to be further marginalized 
if shunned and shamed. When it came to public 
health campaigns, human rights advocates argued, 
fear stigmatized and undermined the effort.

When obesity became a public health crisis, 
and youth smoking rates and vaping experimen-
tation were sounding alarm bells, public health 
campaigns once again adopted fear to try to shat-
ter complacency. Obesity campaigns sought to stir 
parental dread about youth obesity. Evidence of the 
effectiveness of this fear-based approach mounted.

EVIDENCE, ETHICS AND POLITICS
So, why not use fear to drive up vaccination 

rates and the use of masks, lockdowns and distanc-
ing now, at this moment of national fatigue? Why 
not sear into the national imagination images of 
makeshift morgues or of people dying alone, intu-
bated in overwhelmed hospitals?

Before we can answer these questions, we must 
first ask two others: Would fear be ethically accept-
able in the context of COVID-19, and would it work?

For people in high-risk groups – those who are 
older or have underlying conditions that put them 
at high risk for severe illness or death – the evidence 

on fear-based appeals suggests that hard-hitting 
campaigns can work. The strongest case for the ef-
ficacy of fear-based appeals comes from smoking: 
Emotional PSAs put out by organizations like the 
American Cancer Society beginning in the 1960s 
proved to be a powerful antidote to tobacco sales 
ads. Anti-tobacco crusaders found in fear a way to 
appeal to individuals’ self-interests.

At this political moment, however, there are 
other considerations.

Health officials have faced armed protesters 
outside their offices and homes. Many people seem 
to have lost the capacity to distinguish truth from 
falsehood.

By instilling fear that government will go too far 
and erode civil liberties, some groups developed an 

effective political tool for overriding rationality in 
the face of science, even the evidence-based recom-
mendations supporting face masks as protection 
against the coronavirus.

Reliance on fear for public health messaging 
now could further erode trust in public health offi-
cials and scientists at a critical juncture.

The nation desperately needs a strategy that can 
help break through pandemic denialism and through 
the politically charged environment, with its threat-
ening and at times hysterical rhetoric that has created 
opposition to sound public health measures.

Even if ethically warranted, fear-based tactics may 
be dismissed as just one more example of political 
manipulation and could carry as much risk as benefit.

Instead, public health officials should boldly 
urge and, as they have during other crisis periods 
in the past, emphasize what has been sorely lack-
ing: consistent, credible communication of the sci-
ence at the national level.

[Amy Lauren Fairchild is Dean and 
Professor, College of Public Health, The Ohio 

State University; Ronald Bayer is Professor 
Sociomedical Sciences, Columbia University]
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Cong anti-CAA 'gamochas' 
campaign picks up in Assam

Guwahati, Feb 24 (PTI): 
Carrying forward Rahul 
Gandhi's anti-CAA pitch, 
the Assam Congress 
members have collected 
over one lakh 'Gamochas' 
(scarf) with anti-Citizen-
ship Amendment Act (CAA) 
messages so far for display 
at the 'Martyrs Memorial' 
which the party proposes 
to set up in Guwahati on 
coming to power.

Congres workers 
have collected the 'Gamo-
chas' (traditional white 
and red woven cloth of-
fered as an honour in As-
sam) as part of its door-
to-door campaign.

Many people have 
themselves handed it 
over to senior Congress 

leaders to mark their 
dissent against the Act, 
party spokesperson Bob-
beeta Sharma said on 
Wednesday.

Various party leaders 
also took to social media 
to share pictures of the 
gamochas collected.

Following Rahul 
Gandhi's no-CAA call at 
the Sivsagar rally, the 
state unit has launched 
the campaign to gather 
gamochas with anti-CAA 
messages to keep the 
contentious issue at the 
forefront of its election 
campaign in the state.

According to the CAA 
Act, members of Hindu, 
Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi 
and Christian communi-

ties who have come from 
Pakistan, Bangladesh 
and Afghanistan till De-
cember 31, 2014 and fac-
ing religious persecution 
there will not be treated 
as illegal immigrants but 
given Indian citizenship.

Assam Pradesh Con-
gress President Ripun 
Bora said, "our hope for 
a united and prosperous 
future for the state is alive 
and thriving, as people 
have truly risen up to fight 
back divisive forces.

"It is amazing that 
over a period of few days, 
we have already collect-
ed over one lakh gamo-
chas with anti-CAA mes-
sages". Bora had earlier 
expressed the hope of 

amassing at least 50 lakh 
gamochas from across 
the state

The party's manifes-
to committee chairman 
Gaurav Gogoi said that 
one lakh gamochas have 
been amassed within 
days and this is a tes-
timony of the extraor-
dinary response from 
across the state to the 
party's anti-CAA gamo-
cha collection drive.

Gogoi said that he 
was grateful to the peo-
ple for coming all out in 
support of our endeav-
ours to ensure CAA is out 
for good in Assam.

Chairman of the con-
gress campaign commit-
tee Pradyut Bordoloi said 

that all who have signed 
the gamochas have be-
come an integral part of 
history and "together 
we shall quash CAA and 
show it the door."

Congress legislature 
party leader Debabrata 
Saikia said that over one 
lakh gamochas inscribed 
with anti-CAA testimo-
nials in just a couple of 
days speak volumes of 
the commitment and 
tremendous support of 
people towards the par-
ty's campaign against the 
legislation.

Elections to the 
126-member Assam 
assembly are likely to 
be held in March-April 
this year.

New book tells untold story of Yayati's daughter
New Delhi, Feb 24 (PTI): Much like her previ-
ous book, a retelling of the Mahabharata from 
Kunti's perspective, Madhavi S Mahadevan's 
latest novel "Bride of the Forest: the Untold 
Story of Yayati's Daughter" plucks as its hero-
ine a little known character from mythology.

The untold stories of women in the epics, who 
suffered in silence many a systemic atrocities of 
those times, have provided fodder for retellings 
that engage modern readers, probably because 
these myths continue to shape present realities.

In this context, Drishadvati is a delicately 
poised figure while tracing feminist lineage.

Mahadevan explains that "Bride of the Forest", 
published by Speaking Tiger, provides a kind of cul-
tural glue between the past and the present, a reflec-
tion of how much things have, and have not, changed.

Her story makes it clear that the con-
cept of leasing out a woman's womb (as 
surrogate mother) is a very old one.

Putting her heroine's identity in the context of other 
women from epics and legends, Mahadevan says: "In 
general, mortal women in the epics, even princesses 
and queens, have their share of travails. Shakuntala, 
Damayanti, Hidimba, to name a few, are women who, 
though seemingly empowered enough to choose their 
husbands, are not guaranteed a 'happily ever after'.

"In the Mahabharata, Draupadi and Gandhari lose 
all their sons in the war. In the Ramayana, Sita is ban-
ished to Valmiki's ashram. Women in the epics have 
little agency in their lives. Consequently, their tales, 
though inspirational to many, are usually tragic. How-
ever, there is no tale as heartbreaking and dark as 
that of Drishadvati, who is exploited for her fertility."

About the book's subtitle - "The Untold Story of 
Yayati's Daughter" - the author says: "Here 'untold' is 
the operative word, implying not only a first of sorts 
but also something unspeakable. Though the central 
episode, about the bartering of a woman's fertility 
for rare horses, has inspired modern playwrights 

and short story writers, it has never been anchored 
to other stories that can be clustered around it."

"This could be due to the fact that the story of 
Drishadvati itself is never presented as a whole, 
but lies fragmented with parts of it in Book 1, 
'Adi Parva', and parts in Book 5, 'Udyog Parva'. 
As such, it has to be retrieved and pieced togeth-
er to make meaning of it," she goes on to say.

"When one juxtaposes it with the stories of 
associated characters, the networks of societal re-
lationships are held up to our view, fresh layers of 
meaning suggest themselves. This is what I have 
attempted to do. So I would describe this book as a 
reclamation, a refashioning and a reinterpretation."

Mahadevan sensitively focuses on Drishad-
vati's radical character instead of projecting her 
as a helpless woman, as in earlier adaptations.

She says Drishadvati's "silence spoke vol-
umes to me. I wondered: What would she have 
been thinking? She is depicted in the original 
story, as also in its adaptations, as a submissive 
creature, mutely complying with the wishes of 
the different men who 'control' her: her father, 
the king Yayati, the Brahmin to whom she is giv-
en away, the four kings who beget heirs by her.

"It is only in her final decision that she exercis-
es clear, and rather unexpected, agency and thus 
frees herself. This radical action suggests a funda-
mental change in her self-image. I was curious to 
examine the dawning of this new awareness and 
felt that a narrative anchored in her emotional 
life would make for a worthwhile exploration."

On whether historical or mythological fic-
tion helps millennials and the modern gen-
eration to rediscover their roots, Mahadevan 
muses: "Given the fact that we are somewhat 
ambiguous about what is history and what is 
mythology, I'd say that any rediscovery of our 
roots through fiction would be nebulous.

"History tells us in material ways how cul-

tures lived in the past, while mythologies reveal 
something about how they thought - their as-
sumptions about the world and their place in it, 
their concerns and anxieties, their values and 
spiritual beliefs. The context in which a myth 
may arise could well be historical, but myths are 
much more fluid. They travel in time and space, 
are shared, adapted and even transformed."

She is also of the view that rare-
ly does a myth have just one meaning.

"This innate flexibility extends to their role in 
generating fiction for modern readers. Such fiction 
may engage, entertain and possibly lead us to reflect, 
but it is still make-believe. If it leads to some kind of 
self discovery, that is a bonus," Mahadevan told PTI.

Retellings recently have become the desi story-
teller's favoured route to bringing Indian culture, 
heritage and the epics to the younger set of readers.

On this Mahadevan agrees. "In the past, oral sto-
rytelling served pretty much the same role. Every 
storyteller was, in fact, retelling a story that had 
been passed on, thus explaining to his audience 
the raison d'etre and value of a cultural belief."

However, she feels inventive storytell-
ers did not always tell the same story.

"They were performers. Depending on the au-
dience, and the learning/ message they wanted to 
reinforce in that audience, they slanted the tone and 
tenor. All these variables allowed for multiple layers 
of meaning to be introduced. The real power of the 
story lies in its psychology," Mahadevan argues.

"What kind of emotion does it evoke in the 
audience? Just like the diet our forefathers tra-
ditionally ate is something we take to naturally, 
the stories that enthralled past generations have 
been shaped to suit our cultural makeup and 
thus continue to speak to us, including young 
readers. A retelling therefore strikes an equi-
librium between continuity and change and 
works well as a mode of transfer," she says.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla 
to address Meghalaya MLAs

Shillong, Feb 24 (PTI): 
Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla will address mem-
bers of the Meghalaya 
Assembly as part of his 
two-day visit to the state 
beginning Thursday, ac-
cording to a statement is-
sued by the Lower House 
of Parliament.

The first day of his 
visit will comprise an in-
spection of the Guard of 
Honour on the Assembly 
premises, followed by a 
tour of the construction 
site of the new Megha-
laya Assembly building 
here which is expected to 
be completed by 2022.

During this visit, 
the Lok Sabha speaker 
will also inaugurate the 
'Outreach and Familia-
risation Programme for 
the Local Bodies of the 
State of Meghalaya and 
the other North Eastern 
States'.

The outreach pro-
gramme is part of an 
initiative undertaken by 
Birla for the country's 
panchayati raj institu-
tions to "enhance par-
ticipatory democracy 
through greater aware-
ness of the procedures 
and processes followed 

by democratic institu-
tions functioning at vari-
ous levels from the grass-
roots to the apex level".

The first such out-
reach programme was 
organised in Dehradun 
earlier this year on Jan-
uary 8.

"It was physically at-
tended 445 panchayat 
representatives, includ-
ing 13 zila panchayat 
chairmen and 12 deputy 
chairmen, 125 zila pan-
chayat members along 
with 85 block panchayat 
pramukh and 210 gram 
pradhans of Uttara-
khand.

"In addition, approxi-
mately 40,000 panchayat 
representatives and offi-
cials were also connected 
to the programme 'online 
via weblink'," the state-
ment noted.

The second leg of 
the programme that Bir-
la will unveil here will 
focus on the grassroots 
level institutions of Me-
ghalaya as well as other 
north-eastern states.

According to the Lok 
Sabha statement, the 
programme is aimed at 
creating mass awareness 
and participation, mak-

ing ground-level leaders 
more confident, and in-
culcating a sense of own-
ership of assets.

The objectives also 
include "fuelling the am-
bitions for grass root 
political leaders for 
democratic values, cre-
ating awareness about 
different schemes, and 
generating opportunities 
to develop a network to 
push the aspirational 
level of the ground level 
leadership".

The event will be at-
tended by Chief Minister 
Conrad K Sangma, Me-
ghalaya Legislative As-
sembly Speaker Metbah 
Lyngdoh, several Mem-
bers of Parliament and 
other dignitaries.

It is also expected 
to see participation by 
nearly 90 members of 
the autonomous district 
councils of Meghalaya 
and 80 representatives 
from the local self-gov-
ernment bodies of oth-
er north-eastern states, 
who will be physically at-
tending the programme, 
while the remaining rep-
resentatives will join on-
line, the Lok Sabha state-
ment said.

Manipur CM felicitates Army 
Captain for Galwan bravery

3 new COVID-19 cases in Mizoram, tally rises to 4,413
Aizawl, Feb 24 (PTI): 
Three more persons 
have tested ositive for 
COVID-19 in Mizoram 
in the last 24 hours, 
pushing the tally to 
4,413, an official said 
on Wednesday.

Two cases were re-
ported from Aizawl dis-
trict and one from Lun-
glei district, he said.

Mizoram now has 24 
active COVID-19 cases, 
while 4,379 people have 
recovered from the virus.

The coronavirus 
death toll in the state is 
10.

The state has test-
ed 2,28,634 samples for 
COVID-19 so far, includ-
ing 936 on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, state Im-

munisation Officer Dr 
Lalzawmi said 17,280 
people, including 5,937 
frontline workers, have 
been administered the 
first dose of COVID-19 
vaccine till date.

A total of 3,490 
healthcare workers have 
already received the sec-
ond dose of vaccine till 
Tuesday, she said.

No new COVID-19 case in 
Arunachal Pradesh for 5 days

UP Assembly passes bill on 
religious conversion amid din

Lucknow, Feb 24 (PTI): 
Amid protests by the 
Opposition, the Uttar 
Pradesh Legislative As-
sembly on Wednesday 
passed by voice vote a 
bill aimed at curbing re-
ligious conversions by 
fraudulent or any other 
undue means, including 
through marriage.

The Uttar Pradesh 
Prohibition of Unlawful 
Conversion of Religion 
Bill, 2021 seeks to re-
place the ordinance pro-
mulgated in November 
last year that provides 
for imprisonment up to 
10 years and a maximum 
fine of Rs 50,000 for vio-
lators.

The bill was passed in 
the House even as Arad-
hana Misra, the Congress 

Legislative Party leader 
and Lalji Verma, the lead-
er of BSP in the Assem-
bly, protested.

Under the bill, a mar-
riage will be declared 
"null and void" if the 
conversion is solely for 
that purpose, and those 
wishing to change their 
religion after marriage 
need to apply to the dis-
trict magistrate.

The bill mainly en-
visages that no person 
shall convert, either di-
rectly or indirectly from 
one religion to another 
by use or practice of mis-
representation, force, un-
due influence, coercion, 
allurement or by any 
fraudulent means or by 
marriage nor shall any 
person abet, convince or 

conspire such conver-
sion.

The onus to prove 
that the conversion has 
not been done forcibly 
will lie on the person ac-
cused of the act and the 
convert, it said.

An aggrieved person, 
his/her parents, broth-
er, sister, or any other 
person who is related to 
him/her by blood, mar-
riage or adoption may 
lodge an FIR about such 
conversion, according to 
the bill.

BJP leaders had said 
the legislation intends to 
counter alleged attempts 
to convert Hindu women 
to Islam in the guise of 
marriage, which right-
wing Hindu activists re-
fer to as 'love jihad'.

Women commando force 
becomes part of U'khand police

Imphal, Feb 24 (PTI): 
Manipur Chief Minis-
ter N Biren Singh has 
felicitated Indian Army 
Captain Soiba Maningba 
Rangnamei for his brav-
ery during the clash with 
the Chinese People's Lib-
eration Army in Eastern 
Ladakh's Galwan Valley 
last year.

The CM felicitated 
Capt Rangnamei of 16 
Bihar Regiment at his of-
ficial residence here on 
Tuesday and said "the 
state as a whole honours 
your courage which you 
have shown against the 
enemy."

"It's an honour to 
meet Capt Soiba Man-
ingba Rangnamei from 
Senapati, Manipur of 16 

Bihar, leading his men 
in Galwan during the 
confrontation against 
the Chinese PLA. We 
are always indebted to 
soldiers like him who is 
leading in the front for 
the safety and security 
of the Nation," the chief 
minister tweeted.

Singh said the state 
always encourage youths 
to join the armed forces.

Rangnamei, a native 
of Senapati district was 
commissioned in the In-
dian Army in 2018.

Capt Rangnamei was 
seen raining blows on 
a Chinese soldier in a 
video of last year's Gal-
wan incident, recently 
released by the Chinese 
media.

Itanagar, Feb 24 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh did 
not report any fresh 
COVID-19 case in the last 
five days, a senior health 
department official said 
here on Wednesday.

The COVID-19 tally 
in the state remained at 
16,836, State Surveil-
lance Officer Dr Lobsang 
Jampa said.

One more person re-
cuperated from the infec-
tion on Tuesday, taking 
the total number of coro-
navirus recoveries in the 
state to 16,776, he said.

Arunachal Pradesh 
currently has four active 
COVID-19 cases, while 56 
people have succumbed 
to the infection so far.

The coronavirus re-

covery rate in the state 
has touched 99.64 per 
cent, while the positiv-
ity ratio stands at 0.02 
per cent and the fatality 
rate at 0.33 per cent, the 
official said. Altogeth-
er, 4,04,280 samples 
have been tested for 
COVID-19, including 330 
on Tuesday, the SSO said.

Meanwhile, State Im-
munization Officer (SIO) 
Dimong Padung said 
that 27,760 health and 
frontline workers have 
received vaccine shots so 
far in the state.

The health depart-
ment has been carrying 
out the inoculation drive 
four days a week -- Mon-
day, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday.

Dehradun, Feb 24 (PTI): 
A women commando 
force became part of the 
Uttarakhand police on 
Wednesday.

Uttarakhand is the 
fourth state in the country 
to have such a force, Chief 
Minister Trivendra Singh 
Rawat said at a function 
held at the police lines 
here on the occasion.

There are 22 well-
trained women comman-
dos in the force who can 
play a big role in training 
young girls in self-de-
fense techniques and 
physical agility, he said.

Rawat also honoured 
trainers Shifu Shaurya 
Bhardwaj and Rubi-
na Korky for imparting 
training to the women 
commandos.

DGP Ashok Kumar 
said that at a time when 
terrorist outfits are mak-
ing use of women opera-
tives, an all-women com-
mando force can be very 
effective in counter-ter-
rorist operations.

A Smart Cheeta Police 
consisting of both men 
and women personnel 
was also launched on the 
occasion.
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Tiger Woods: What now 
for golf's comeback king?

EWAN MURRAY
London, 24 Feb 
[theGuardian]: Sum-
moning the spirit of 
Ben Hogan might not be 
enough for Tiger Woods 
to prolong a remark-
able career. That the golf 
world is not prepared 
for Woods to call time on 
tournament pursuits was 
clear in the aftermath of 
the road accident which 
left the stricken 45-year-
old requiring prolonged 
surgery on his right leg.

Hogan did it, why 
can’t Tiger? Golf wants to 
cling on to an individual 
who transcends the sport 
and has single-handedly 
hauled it into a differ-
ent commercial strato-
sphere. The post-Woods 
age has lingered some-
where in the distance for 
some time, with nobody 
really willing to address 
what it may entail. The 
reticence is completely 
understandable: Woods 
is a one-off.

Hogan was crushed 
having dived across the 
passenger seat of his car 
to save his wife from an 
oncoming Greyhound 
bus. After waiting 90 
minutes for an ambu-
lance, Hogan was told he 
may never walk again. 
His eyesight was severely 
impaired. Hogan’s come-
back ranks among the 
most incredible in all of 
sport. He won six ma-
jors from 1950 onwards, 
including the Masters 
twice.

Comparisons be-
tween what Hogan did 
and what Woods may as-
pire to are, unfortunately, 
fundamentally flawed. 
Hogan was 36 at the time 
of the head-on collision 
in foggy Texas. The Ti-
ger Woods extricated 
from an SUV is 45; with 
the crucial addendum of 
five back surgeries and 
previous operations as 
required on his left knee.

If there is one, minus-
cule reason to be posi-

tive about a grim medi-
cal bulletin released by 
Woods’s management, it 
is that his other leg is the 
one more seriously af-
fected. The 15-times ma-
jor champion incurred 
“open fractures affect-
ing the tibia and fibula 
bones” in his lower right 
leg “stabilised by insert-
ing a rod into the tibia.” 
Screws and pins were 
needed elsewhere.

It has been obvious 
for years that matters 
of a physical nature 
would eventually remove 
Woods from the fairways. 
His spine is fused. Yet 
even for a character so 
fabled, whose life resem-
bles a bold movie script, 
nobody could have pre-
dicted this type of fare-
well. Competitive closure 
is a wholly legitimate 
theme now, such had 
been the toll on Woods’s 
body long before his ac-
cident in the rugged hills 
of California. Even the 
comeback king meets an 
insurmountable object at 
some point.

“You never give up,” 
Woods once said. “That’s 
a given. You always fight. 
Just giving up’s never 
in the equation.” Never-
theless, even superstars 
have decisions made for 
them. Given the detail 
as provided by Los An-
geles police, that Woods 

is lucky to still be alive, 
it would be astonishing 
if he doesn’t now reflect 
on the suitability of a life 
more ordinary.

Woods has twice 
faced up to his own fal-
libility before. In 2010, 
when confessing to the 
indiscretions that ru-
ined his marriage, the 
golfer freely admitted to 
an earlier belief that he 
could play by different 
rules. That apology, like 
so much else in Woods’s 
life, was delivered in full 
view. The sporting world 
involves scores of stars 
who have erred; no-
body’s penance occurred 
with the publicity levels 
as bestowed on Woods.

By 2017, pity was 
the overwhelming public 
sentiment as Woods was 
found slumped in his car 
in Florida. A self-medi-
cated mix of painkillers 
dragged Woods towards 
his lowest ebb. At home, 
Woods was in such agony 
that he struggled to sit at 
the dinner table. “I could 
barely walk,” he recalled. 
“I could barely do much 
of anything.”

That Woods donned a 
Green Jacket for the fifth 
time in 2019 stands out 
as an epic recovery tale. 
If the physical exertions 
associated with that tri-
umph were widely quot-
ed, Woods has been ret-

icent regarding its psy-
chological impact. With 
his adoring children 
watching on, not long 
after a sporting world 
had written him off, he 
had scaled the mountain 
once more.

Just as golf owes him 
absolutely nothing, there 
is precious little left to 
prove. Woods places 
great stock in enjoying 
typical activities with 
12-year-old Charlie and 
Sam, who is 13. Woods’s 
focus was once on dom-
inating golf; his own fa-
ther almost built him for 
that very purpose. This 
phase of his life, part-
ly because of traumatic 
experiences that have 
formed a backdrop, has 
seen Woods discover off-
course contentment.

“He’s our hero out 
here,” said the former 
Masters champion, Adam 
Scott. “You think guys like 
Tiger and Kobe Bryant are 
untouchable, but they’re 
not.” Unlike Bryant, who 
suffered such a horrible 
end, Woods will live to tell 
the tale of his escape.

It has never been at 
all wise to bet against 
Woods. “If we have 
learned anything over 
the years, it’s never to 
count Tiger out,” was 
the perfectly accurate 
intervention of Barack 
Obama, with the fact 

the former US president 
spoke at all another tacit 
illustration of this being 
no typical sportsperson.

Woods redefined al-
most every parameter 
in golf. He also seems to 
enjoy dramatic effect; 
when on Sunday Woods 
appeared out of sorts 
and downbeat about 
the possibility of featur-
ing in April’s Masters, 
there was historic rea-
son to avoid face value 
conclusions. Within 48 
hours, there was cause 
to believe a December 
tournament appear-
ance in Orlando along-
side his son, somewhat 
poetically, might be the 
end of the line. If it isn’t, 
Woods will be placing 
further, intense pressure 
on his body. And having 
achieved all he has, to 
what end?

In late 2019, Woods 
announced he would 
write and release his first 
ever memoir. “There have 
been books and articles 
and TV shows about 
me, most filled with 
errors, speculative and 
wrong,” he said. “This 
book is my definitive sto-
ry.” Subsequent detail, 
even a release date, has 
been virtually non-exis-
tent. Suddenly, we have 
cause to wonder whether 
the closing chapter has 
been filed.

Giroud's goal wasn’t just stunning – it was a piece of pragmatism
BARNEY RONAY
London, 24 Feb [theGuardian]: Olivier 
Giroud is 6ft 4in tall, weighs 14½ stone and 
is 34 years old. This Champions League last-
16 first leg was his 574th game in 16 years 
as a professional footballer. Even in his 
late-20s pomp Giroud was always a heavy 
piece of equipment, an ambling, handsome 
upended sofa-bed of a centre-forward, not 
so much bullish as bovine, with a slightly 
bashful sense of craft.

Even as a World Cup winner Giroud has 
always had that likable air of the outsider, 
the Ligue 2 arriviste still just chasing the 
next step, the next break. With 68 minutes 
gone at the Arena Nationala, on a night 
of tight, fine-detail football, Giroud found 
himself in another strange and surprising 
position.

There he was, upside down, rotat-
ing, head six inches above the Bucharest 
turf, feet stretching up, left ankle cocked, 
staring back in snapshot at the Atlético 
Madrid goal as the ball floated down out 
of the night sky.

Giroud had not planned to be upside 
down. It happened in an instant, with 
a startlingly sudden complete rotation 
of his 34-year-old body, an instant re-
sponse to the arc of the ball as it skewed 
up in a slow, deceptive parabola from 
the toe of an Atlético defender. Nobody 
else reacted. Only Giroud rotated, astro-
naut-style, manufacturing out of that an-
ti-gravity flip a moment of wonderfully 
sweet connection.

This wasn’t just a stunning over-
head kick. It was a piece of pragmatism. 
Giroud had no other way to generate 
enough power to score. That left leg un-
curled itself, guided by the spatial mem-
ory passed up from brain to foot. The 
connection was perfect, struck down and 
into the corner away from the right hand 

of the best goalkeeper in the world, Jan 
Oblak. So yeah, that was nice. Is it time, 
you wonder at moments like these, to ac-
cept that Giroud is simply an outstand-
ing centre-forward. He can’t run very 
quickly. He looks diffident. He doesn’t 
have a stack of romping 30-goal seasons 
behind him. He always seems, somehow, 
to be filling in gamely.

And yet here the was all the same, 
suspended in the air above the turf, 
crumpling now into a heap of Giroud, be-
fore springing up in time to agonise over 
the predictably irritating VAR check.

This was Giroud’s sixth Champions 
League goal of the season, albeit four of 
those came in one game against Sevilla. 
More importantly it crowned a wonder-
ful result for Chelsea, and a hugely con-
vincing performance against the best 
team in La Liga and one of the modern 
giants of this competition.

Giroud will take the headlines for that 
moment, and for a fine performance. But 
Thomas Tuchel deserves credit too, not 
just for the selection of his centre-for-
ward, but for the way his team played, its 
fearlessness against traditionally pow-
erful opponents. His other notable call 
here was the selection of Callum Hud-
son-Odoi from the start, rewarded with 
a fine, hugely committed performance, 
and perhaps a corner turned in Tuchel’s 
own early days at the club.

The manager had been aggressively 
up front about his reasons for dragging 
Hudson-Odoi back off at the weekend, 
breaching one of the great profession-
al taboos. Listening to the hushed and 
horrified tone in the TV punditry studio 
without knowing the detail you could 
have been forgiven assuming Tuchel had 
marched Hudson-Odoi around the Chel-
sea car park in headlock, or insisted he 

play the final 20 minutes in pants and 
socks.

Here that mini-psychodrama was giv-
en a thrilling nudge by Hudson-Odoi’s 
unexpected inclusion from the start 
against one of the great Champions 
League teams. At times in the first half 
Atlético did produce those passages 
where they suddenly press viciously in 
every position, a throb of shared ener-
gy passing through the red and white 
shirts as though subject to some hive-
mind internal signalling. Otherwise they 
were disappointing, unable to respond 
as Chelsea went toe to toe and finally 
reeled them in.

Mason Mount was booked in the first 
minute, but just kept on going, producing 
another fine, commanding performance.

Hudson-Odoi, who is not a full-back, who 
grew up as a striker, who has perhaps never 
played a competitive game there, played at 
times as a right-back up against Thomas Le-
mar and looked eager, aggressive and dan-
gerous going forward

For long periods the interchange be-
tween Hudson-Odoi and Mount on the right 
was Chelsea’s best inroad, the closest thing 
to a source of actual incision. The high speed 
double one-two between the pair just before 
half-time was a lovely little off-the-cuff move 
to force a corner. And steadily Chelsea be-
gan to dominate in central midfield, and 
to draw the sting from a team that really 
doesn’t lose very often in this competition.

Here though, they were quelled by a 
compact and relentlessly aggressive Chelsea 
team, the night given a gloss by Giroud’s mo-
ment of brilliance.

It felt like a fitting end to the first act of 
the Tuchel era at Stamford Bridge: a sifting 
of parts, a tightening of the edges, and a re-
sult here that might just be Chelsea’s best in 
this competition since they won it.

Premier League to vote on allowing 
fans back for final game of the season

SEAN INGLE
London, 24 Feb 
[theGuardian]: Pre-
mier League clubs are to 
vote on whether to allow 
fans back for the final day 
of the season with con-
cerns that home teams 
could have an significant 
advantage in the battle 
for European places and 
the relegation fight.

Boris Johnson an-
nounced the govern-
ment’s post-lockdown 
plans on Monday and 
up to 10,000 spectators 
could be let into grounds 
on 23 May, when Fulham 
are due to play Newcastle 
at Craven Cottage in what 
is potentially a relegation 
decider, and Brighton – 
currently fifth from bot-
tom – travel to Arsenal. 
Spurs visit eighth-placed 
Aston Villa for a match 
that could be key to Euro-
pa League qualification.

Premier League 
sources said they were 
consulting with clubs, 
and confirmed that a 
vote to allow fans would 
need the approval of 14 
of the 20 clubs at a share-
holders meeting.

One potential solu-

tion is for pilot matches 
to be staged from mid-
April as part of the gov-
ernment’s test events 
programme. Such a move 
could allow between 
2,000 and 4,000 fans 
back inside grounds, al-
though Premier League 
and government sources 
stressed much would de-
pend on how smoothly 
the earlier phases of the 
lockdown easing mea-
sures went.

There is also expect-
ed to be an application 
from the EFL for the Cara-
bao Cup final on 25 April 
at Wembley to have fans 
as a pilot event. Howev-
er, one senior source ex-
pressed scepticism, given 
the number of Manchester 
City fans that could travel 
to see them play Spurs.

Meanwhile, the chief 
executive of Lancashire 
County Cricket Club, 
Daniel Gidney, has urged 
the government to allow 
the return of spectators 
for the County Champi-
onship. “Cricket is a per-
fect audience because a 
lot of them will have been 
vaccinated,” he said, add-
ing that it was important 

pilots or trails were not 
restricted to football.

“I want to be able to 
get members back watch-
ing county championship 
in April – not in huge num-
bers but we need to get 
those pilots away,” he said. 
“Let’s give the government 
the data so we don’t rush 
in blind on 17 May. If you 
have 500 people going 
into a store – or 500 in 
a massive beer garden – 
how is that different to 
500 watching in a cricket 
ground?”

From 17 May venues 
will be allowed to have 
up to 10,000 or 25% of 
capacity, whichever is 
smaller, and restrictions 
will be eased further af-
ter 21 June.

While the prospect of 
a 90,000 capacity crowd 
inside Wembley for the 
Euro 2020 final on 12 
July remains unlikely – 
especially given most 
fans will be using public 
transport – the hope is 
that a series of pilots will 
be able to show attend-
ing sport events is safe, 
especially once all adults 
have had their Covid vac-
cinations.

Resurgent Bronze and clever Toone 
shine as England enjoy 'more freedom'

SUZANNE WRACK
London, 24 Feb 
[theGuardian]: Jill 
Scott’s 150th cap, Ellen 
White’s first England 
hat-trick, four debuts, a 
managerial debut and 
the Fifa The Best player 
Lucy Bronze looking like, 
well, the best – England’s 
6-0 defeat of Northern 
Ireland in the side’s first 
game in 349 days made 
as much of a mark as a 
friendly could.

White and Scott stole 
the headlines but the 
performances of two 
others, one new, one old 
(experience-wise), stood 
out.

The return of the 
three-times Champions 
League winner Bronze 
to Manchester City came 
with big expectations 
and the 29-year-old 
right-back would like-
ly say that her reintro-
duction to the Women’s 
Super League yielded 
muted performances. 
She deserved leeway. A 
calf injury ruled her out 
of the SheBelieves Cup 
this time last year, mean-
ing she had not played 
an England game since 
November 2019. Anoth-
er injury last September 
forced her to sit out that 
England training camp.

Now, though, she is 
back to full fitness, has 
rebuilt her form and 
against Northern Ireland, 
albeit a team ranked 43 

places below England, 
put in the kind of relent-
less, driving performance 
we have come to expect.

The temporary man-
ager, Hege Riise, was im-
pressed: “She had a good 
performance today, an 
assist and goal, worked 
hard in defence, starting 
buildup, creating oppor-
tunities, running in be-
hind; her presence today 
was good. And of course 
she is a leader – she leads 
by example on the field.”

White, who dedicat-
ed her hat-trick to her 
husband whose birthday 
she missed on Sunday, 
was effusive about her 
City teammate’s perfor-
mance and form. “What 
she puts into the game, 
her ability – I appreciate 
the assist from her too 
– there’s no doubt she’s 
one of the best full-backs 
in the world,” she said. 
“She’s definitely coming 
into incredible form at 
the moment. We’re really 
lucky that she’s English 
and I’m really lucky that 
she’s a Man City player 
as well because I get to 
build a relationship with 
her on the pitch. She’s a 
phenomenal player.”

Bronze earned her 
82nd cap at St George’s 
Park. At the other end 
were the debutants. 
All earned praise but 
Ella Toone in particular 
caught Riise’s eye. The 
Manchester United for-

ward has six goals and 
two assists in the league 
this season, forcing her 
way into Casey Stoney’s 
plans despite the arriv-
al of the US World Cup 
winners Christen Press 
and Tobin Heath. Having 
come on for Arsenal’s Jor-
dan Nobbs in the second 
half, Toone’s movement 
and vision were reward-
ed by the players handing 
her the ball for the penalty 
from which she scored En-
gland’s sixth.

Riise said she “hadn’t 
seen her that much” of 
the 21-year-old for Unit-
ed but highlighted “her 
passing and her vision”. 
She also praised “her 
footwork, covering space 
– that was a good debut”.

And what had the 
players made of Riise, 
Norway’s most-capped 
player? “She’s lovely,” 
White said. “She’s a really 
nice person. I’m excited 
to see more of her ideas 
and what she wants to 
bring to this England 
side. More freedom, 
more ability to express 
yourself, move forward 
and be more direct.

“Not a crazy amount 
of tweaks but tweaks 
that will hopefully put 
us in really great stead 
moving forward when 
we’re playing against 
the best in the world. It’s 
a stepping stone at the 
moment but we’re on the 
right path.”
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Experts fear fresh wave of 
political prisoners in Myanmar

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP): Wheth-
er taken from their homes in the 
middle of the night or grabbed off 
the streets during protests, hun-
dreds of people have been arrested 
in the weeks since Myanmar’s mil-
itary coup, leading human rights 
groups and experts to fear a sizable 
expansion in the number of political 
prisoners in the country.

As of Tuesday, some 696 people 
— including monks, writers, activ-
ists, politicians and others — had 
been arrested in relation to the coup, 
according to the Assistance Associa-
tion for Political Prisoners, or AAPP, 
a Myanmar-based organization.

Many of those arrested were 
charged using a legacy of laws — 
some dating back to British colonial 
times and others instituted under 
previous military regimes — that 
have been used against critics by ev-
ery government, including the one 
led by Aung San Suu Kyi’s National 
League for Democracy party, which 
was ousted in the Feb. 1 coup.

“The National League for Democ-
racy was comfortable leaving re-
pressive laws on the books because 
in some instances they felt they 
might be able to take advantage of 
those laws themselves,” said Ronan 
Lee, a visiting scholar at Queen Mary 
University of London’s International 
State Crime Initiative.

“It’s now clear that some of those 
laws are now going to be weapon-
ized against democracy campaign-
ers in a way that maybe the National 
League for Democracy didn’t fore-
see,” Lee said.

While the military continues to 
use and amend old laws to crack 
down on dissidents, new laws are 
being introduced as well, signaling 
the military’s intent to continue ar-
resting protesters.

The hundreds arrested since the 
coup join the already hundreds of 

political prisoners in the country 
who were imprisoned both under 
the previous junta and the National 
League for Democracy, or NLD.

“We have now seen not just a new 
generation of political prisoners, but 
also the retargeting of former polit-
ical prisoners,” said Manny Maung, 
a Myanmar researcher at New York-
based Human Rights Watch.

During the NLD’s rule, jour-
nalists, critics of the military and 
the government, and others were 
charged under colonial-era laws. Ac-
cording to the AAPP, Myanmar had 
over 700 political prisoners as of Jan. 
31, with hundreds being charged 
during the NLD’s time in power.

Many of the repressive laws used 
against dissidents date back to the 
country’s colonial era.

After over 120 years of British 
colonial rule, Myanmar, then called 
Burma, became an independent re-
public in 1948. Though no longer 
a British territory, the country re-
tained many of its colonial-era laws, 
which were “designed in nature to 
be repressive and silence political 

opponents,” said Nick Cheeseman, a 
fellow at the Department of Political 
and Social Change at Australian Na-
tional University.

In 1962, the military took control 
of the country through a coup, and 
it remained under junta rule for de-
cades. Under the junta, people were 
regularly imprisoned for speaking 
out against the military. Those ar-
rested were often sent to prison 
for years, and torture — including 
beatings, waterboarding, and depri-
vation of food and sleep — was com-
monplace, according to the AAPP. 
Suu Kyi was kept under house arrest 
for 15 years over a 21-year period 
during this time.

Before democratic reforms 
eventually took place — a period 
during which Suu Kyi was released 
from house arrest, her political 
party agreed to participate in 2012 
by-elections and press censorship 
was softened — Amnesty Interna-
tional estimated that Myanmar had 
more than 1,000 political prisoners, 
calling it “one of the highest of such 
populations worldwide.”

In the years following Suu Kyi’s 
2010 release from house arrest, a 
prisoner amnesty led to the freeing 
of thousands of inmates, including 
some 200 political prisoners, while 
others remained incarcerated.

For many observers, this sig-
naled hope for further reforms, a 
view bolstered when Suu Kyi’s party 
took power following a landslide vic-
tory in 2015 elections.

But hope quickly dissipated in 
the years that followed, as repres-
sive laws widely stayed on the books 
and political prisoners remained 
without official recognition.

The lack of repealing hard crimi-
nal codes left some free-speech and 
other activist groups upset in Myan-
mar, but “really didn’t impact how 
many in the West interacted with 
Aung San Suu Kyi” or her govern-
ment, said Lee, the scholar.

“What the military is trying to do 
is use the laws to add some legitima-
cy to their illegitimate grab for pow-
er and the NLD gave them an oppor-
tunity to do that by leaving old laws 
intact,” Lee said. “But there’s also 

no question that if these laws didn’t 
work for the military, they’d still find 
other ways of arresting people.”

Since this month’s coup, the mil-
itary has also amended old penal 
codes and proposed new laws that 
experts say could be used as further 
tools to crack down on dissidents.

For example, amendments made 
on Feb. 14 to the country’s Penal 
Code sections on High Treason state 
that people can be sentenced to “up 
to 20 years for planning to hinder 
the success of defense or law en-
forcement.”

A controversial proposed cyber-
security law demands the elimina-
tion of online comments considered 
to be misinformation or disinfor-
mation that might cause “hate” or 
disrupt stability, and any comment 
that might violate any existing law. 
Those who are deemed to break the 
law can be sentenced to up to three 
years in prison.

The legal changes “are a textbook 
example of a military attempting to 
suppress dissent,” said Bo Kyi, a for-
mer political prisoner and founder 
of the AAPP. “The wording of these 
amendments exposes quite literally 
anyone to imprisonment.”

With the continued crackdown 
on anti-coup protesters — including 
arrests by plainclothes police in the 
middle of the night — prominent 
pro-democracy activists told The As-
sociated Press that they have begun 
to stay in safehouses to avoid arrest. 
Others who have been arrested have 
not had contact with their families, 
and their locations remain unknown.

“Conditions (for prisoners) is 
something that we’re really wor-
ried about,” said Maung, the Human 
Rights Watch researcher. “We are ex-
pecting the worst, which is that peo-
ple are being mistreated and pos-
sibly even tortured, because that’s 
what used to happen.”

Former Syrian secret policeman 
convicted of aiding torture

Ghana is first 
nation in world 
to receive 
COVAX vaccines
ACCRA, Ghana (AP): 
Ghana has become the 
first country in the world 
to receive vaccines ac-
quired through the Unit-
ed Nations-backed CO-
VAX initiative with a de-
livery of 600,000 doses 
of the AstraZeneca vac-
cine made by the Serum 
Institute of India.

The vaccines, deliv-
ered by UNICEF, arrived 
at Accra’s international 
airport early Wednes-
day and are part of the 
first wave of COVID-19 
vaccines being sent by 
COVAX, an internation-
al cooperative program 
formed to make sure 
low- and middle-income 
countries have fair ac-
cess to COVID-19 vac-
cines. COVAX is led by the 
United Nation’s World 
Health Organization; 
Gavi, a vaccine group; 
and the Coalition for Ep-
idemic Preparedness In-
novations, or CEPI.

Ghana is among 
92 countries that have 
signed onto the COVAX 
program, according to 
a statement by Ghana’s 
acting Minister of Infor-
mation Kojo Oppong Nk-
rumah.

The West African na-
tion of 30 million has re-
corded 81,245 cases and 
584 deaths since the be-
ginning of the pandemic, 
according to figures from 
Ghana’s Health Services 
Tuesday.

Ghana’s vaccination 
campaign will begin 
March 2 and will be con-
ducted in phases among 
prioritized groups, be-
ginning with health 
workers, adults of 60 
years and over, people 
with underlying health 
conditions, frontline ex-
ecutive, legislature, judi-
ciary, and their related 
staff, said Nkrumah.

“The government of 
Ghana remains resolute 
at ensuring the welfare 
of all Ghanaians and is 
making frantic efforts to 
acquire adequate vac-
cines to cover the entire 
population through bi-
lateral and multi-lateral 
agencies,” he said.

In a joint statement, 
the country representa-
tives of UNICEF and WHO 
described the arrival of 
the COVAX vaccines as a 
“momentous occasion” 
critical to bringing the 
pandemic to an end.

“After a year of dis-
ruptions due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic ... 
the path to recovery for 
the people of Ghana can 
finally begin,” said the 
statement.

The COVAX shipment 
to Ghana is the start of 
what will be the world’s 
largest vaccine procure-
ment and supply opera-
tion in history, according 
to the statement. COVAX 
plans to deliver close to 2 
billion doses of COVID-19 
vaccines around the 
world this year.

“Today marks the his-
toric moment for which 
we have been planning 
and working so hard. 
With the first shipment 
of doses, we can make 
good on the promise of 
the COVAX Facility to 
ensure people from less 
wealthy countries are not 
left behind in the race for 
life-saving vaccines,” said 
Henrietta Fore, UNICEF’s 
executive director. “The 
next phase in the fight 
against this disease can be-
gin -– the ramping up of the 
largest immunization cam-
paign in history,” said Fore.  

In Israel and beyond, virus 
vaccines bring political power

Jerusalem, Feb 22 (AP): Forget 
about oil and arms. Coronavirus 
vaccines are emerging as the new-
est currency of choice in the Mid-
dle East.

Israel's reopening of its econo-
my, combined with a murky pris-
oner swap with Syria and the ar-
rival of a batch of vaccines in the 
Gaza Strip, have all underscored 
how those with access to the vac-
cines have political power in the 
turbulent region.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu has been at the 
forefront of this trend, pinning his 
re-election hopes on the success of 
his campaign to vaccinate Israel's 
adult population. At the same time, 
he has offered rewards to those 
who vaccinate and punishments to 
those who don't.

Israel has jumped out to the 
world's fastest vaccination cam-
paign, administering at least one 
dose to more than half its 9.3 mil-
lion people and the required two 
doses to about a third in less than 
two months.

In contrast to the long waits 
seen in Europe and the US, vac-
cines are plentiful and available 
almost on demand to anyone who 
wants one. Clinics have even of-
fered free food and cappuccinos 
to help lure reluctant holdouts to 
come in and get the jab.

Netanyahu's efforts finally 
seem to be bearing fruit, and the 
number of new coronavirus infec-
tions and serious cases is drop-
ping. That enabled the govern-
ment on Sunday to lift a number 
of restrictions, reopening stores, 
shopping malls, and many schools 
after a two-month lockdown. In 
the coming weeks, all schools and 
restaurants are expected to re-
open, just in time for the March 23 
election.

The timing is good for him, said 
Gideon Rahat, a political scientist 
at Israel's Hebrew University.

Whether it is enough to divert 
attention from an ongoing corrup-
tion trial and the broader econom-
ic damage caused by the pandemic 
is another issue.

Much will depend on Netanya-
hu's agenda setting, Rahat said.

He will talk about the vaccines 
all the time, he said, while others 
will focus on his missteps over the 
past year.

Hundreds of thousands of 
people have lost their jobs and 
businesses during a series of lock-
downs, and there is widespread 
public anger over the flouting of 
lockdown restrictions by the ul-
tra-Orthodox religious community, 
one of Netanyahu's key political 
allies. Many say Netanyahu wait-
ed too long to close the country's 
main airport, allowing fast-spread-
ing variants of the virus to infect 
the unvaccinated.

Sticking to his script, Netanya-
hu on Saturday unveiled his green 
pass" program, which will allow 
the fully vaccinated to attend cul-
tural events, fly abroad and pa-
tronize restaurants and health 
clubs. These services and ameni-
ties will remain off limits for those 
who do not get immunized.

I ask everyone who has not 
been vaccinated go be vaccinated. 
You will have the Green Pass and 
you will also be able to benefit 
from it, Netanyahu said during a 
photo op at a Tel Aviv-area gym.

Israel has faced international 
criticism for largely excluding Pal-
estinians in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip from the vaccination 
campaign. Yet Netanyahu reportedly 
showed little hesitation in agreeing 
to pay Russia some USD 1.2 million 
to buy coronavirus vaccines for 
archenemy Syria as part of a deal 
last week to release an Israeli wom-
an held captive in Damascus.

Netanyahu boasted last week 
that his warm ties with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin helped 

clinch the deal. His office made no 
mention of any vaccines and re-
portedly pushed the country's mil-
itary censor to block the vaccine 
purchases.

Asked about the reported deal, 
Netanyahu was evasive. He said 
not one Israeli vaccine was deliv-
ered to Syria -- a country that har-
bors hostile Iranian forces. But he 
would not say whether Israel had 
paid Russia for the vaccines.

It is legitimate for the Israeli 
government to decide to deviate 
from past norms and to pay with 
another form of currency, Yoav Li-
mor, an Israel military affairs cor-
respondent, wrote in Israel Hay-
om. "However, the decision to hide 
that is baffling and worrisome. Ob-
viously, someone was very uncom-
fortable with having that matter 
come to light.

Yet Netanyahu does not appear 
to be deterred. An Israeli official 
said Sunday that Israel is consider-
ing sharing surplus vaccines with 
friendly nations. The official spoke 
on condition of anonymity because 
he was discussing internal govern-
ment deliberations.

The disparities between Isra-
el's successful vaccination push 
with its own population and the 
Palestinians have drawn criti-
cism from UN officials and rights 
groups and have shined a light on 
the inequities between rich and 
poor countries getting access to 
vaccines. These groups contend 
that Israel is responsible for vac-
cinating the Palestinians, while Is-
rael has argued that under interim 
peace agreements it is not respon-
sible for vaccinating them. Israel's 
vaccination campaign has includ-
ed its own Arab population.

Ahmad Tibi, a prominent Arab 
lawmaker in the Israeli parlia-
ment, wrote on Twitter: Must we 
wait for a Jewish person to cross 
the border with Gaza for them to 
deserve vaccines? 

BERLIN (AP): A former 
member of Syrian Pres-
ident Bashar Assad’s se-
cret police was convicted 
Wednesday by a German 
court of facilitating the 
torture of prisoners in a 
landmark ruling that hu-
man rights activists hope 
will set a precedent for 
other cases.

Eyad Al-Gharib was 
convicted of accessory to 
crimes against humanity 
and sentenced by the Ko-
blenz state court to 4 1/2 
years in prison, the dpa 
news agency reported.

It was the first time 
that a court outside Syr-
ia ruled in a case alleging 
Syrian government offi-
cials committed crimes 
against humanity. Ger-
man prosecutors invoked 
the principle of universal 
jurisdiction for serious 
crimes to bring the case 
that involved victims and 
defendants who were in 
Germany.

Details of the ruling 
were not immediately 
available, but Al-Gharib 
could have been sen-
tenced to more than a de-
cade behind bars. How-
ever judges were able to 
consider his defection 
and court testimony as 
mitigating factors.

Al-Gharib was ac-
cused of being part of a 

unit that arrested peo-
ple following anti-gov-
ernment protests in the 
Syrian city of Douma and 
took them to a detention 
center known as Al Khat-
ib, or Branch 251, where 
they were tortured.

The 44-year-old went 
on trial last year with 
Anwar Raslan, a more 
senior Syrian ex-official 
who is accused of over-
seeing the abuse of de-
tainees at the same jail 
near Damascus.

Raslan is accused of 
supervising the “system-
atic and brutal torture” of 
more than 4,000 prison-
ers between April 2011 
and September 2012, re-
sulting in the deaths of at 
least 58 people. A verdict 
in his case is expected 
later this year.

Balkees Jarrah, asso-
ciate international jus-
tice director at Human 
Rights Watch, said the 
conviction of Al-Gharib 
“gives Syrians some hope 
that this may be the be-
ginning of a path to fuller 
justice.”

“Germany’s trial of 
two former Syrian of-
ficials for atrocities 
shows that it’s possi-
ble with drive and per-
severance and deter-
mined prosecutors for 
victims to have their 

day in court,” she said.
Evidence reviewed 

during the trial includ-
ed photographs of thou-
sands of alleged victims 
of torture by the Syrian 
government. The imag-
es were smuggled out of 
Syria by a police officer.

Syrian government 
officials did not testify 
during the trial.

“Over the last ten 
months, courageous sur-
vivors have provided 
testimony about horrif-
ic abuses committed in 
Syria’s ghastly archipel-
ago of prisons,” Jarrah 
said. “This case not only 
speaks to the role of the 
two suspects but also 
lays bare the Syrian gov-
ernment’s systemic tor-
ture and killing of tens of 
thousands of people.”

Al-Gharib was one of 
Raslan’s subordinates. 
When he was a sergeant 
major, his unit was al-
legedly involved in chas-
ing down and detaining 
at least 30 people follow-
ing a demonstration in 
Douma, and then bring-
ing them to the detention 
center where they were 
tortured.

Al-Gharib left Syr-
ia in 2013 and came to 
Germany in 2018. Both 
men were arrested a 
year later.
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LUNCHING LADY! Celeb Chrissy Teigen looked casually 
flawless carrying a bright yellow purse as she and her family arrived at Wolfgang 
Puck at Hotel Bel-Air in Los Angeles for lunch.
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EtCETERA

ARIES:
Love or money? Money or love? Who says you have 
to pick between the two? Who says you cannot find a 
middle ground? The cards are urging you to enter into 
a long-term commitment with joy and creativity. This 
will help you create your best work yet and share your 
many gifts with those around you. 
Tip: You can live a financially satisfying life doing ex-
actly what you love.
TAURUS:
At any point of time you have two options: to give into 
the mental gymnastics or have a conversation about 
what’s weighing you down. We certainly hope you 
choose the latter, beloved. What the cards want you 
to know: this confrontation isn’t going to be easy. You 
will be triggered in more ways than one. But you’ve 
got to do what you’ve got to do as it is the only way to 
move forward.
Tip: Have a conversation about what’s weighing you 
down.
GEMINI:
It’s all about the wild and the unknown in the Gemini 
HQ. You’re craving for that adrenaline rush and could 
be on the brink of setting off on an adventure of your 
own. Pay attention to the signs you are receiving from 
the Universe. They’re pointing in the direction that’s 

right for you. Remember, not everybody is going to be 
thrilled to see you following your heart. This journey is 
yours and yours alone. Let go of the need to please 
everyone.
Tip: You could be on the brink of setting off on an ad-
venture of your own.
CANCER:
Don’t you love how the passage of time makes some 
things better? The way your relationship with certain 
people in your life has evolved over the years is proof 
of this, Cancer. Today, you’re being called to send out 
a prayer of gratitude for the crew that has stood by 
you through thick and thin—your very own earthly 
angels. PS: Make a conscious effort to let them know 
how they’ve made a difference to your life.
Tip: A prayer of gratitude for earthly angels is in 
order.
LEO:
There’s something about being in love that makes 
you want to burst into song and dance. It’s one 
of those days, Leo. You feel truly blessed about 
where you are in your life and all the experiences 
that you have invited in. It’s an upward spiral from 
where you are standing—of this you can be sure. 
For lions who haven’t expressed their innermost 
feelings, this is a green flag to do just the same. 

Maybe things will work out the way you imagine. 
Maybe your hopes will be crushed before your own 
eyes. You’ll never know until you give it a shot, be-
loved.
Tip: Express your innermost feelings.
VIRGO:
Love or money? Money or love? Maybe it doesn’t 
have to be either-or, beloved. Maybe you can find a 
middle ground between the two, which is precisely 
what the signs are pointing you towards. So, take 
a leap of faith in the direction you’re being guided 
to, and know that the Universe will catch you if you 
fall.
Tip: Follow your ikigai.
LIBRA:
Nothing in our life remains constant. To expect 
our loved ones to continue to be who they were 
yesterday would be a tad bit unrealistic. Today, 
you’re being asked to watch your expectations. 
Expectations that could be weighing you down on 
a subconscious level. It’s time to offer that which 
no longer serves you to the sacred fire. It’s time to 
accept your loved ones for who and what they are.
Tip: Bring the gift of acceptance to each of your re-
lationships.
SCORPIO:

The journey till here hasn’t been easy, Scorpio. You 
were tempted to give up innumerable times. Yet, you 
continued to believe in the love that brought you to-
gether and it is this love that has helped you grow and 
evolve together. What you are experiencing today is a 
newfound love and respect for your beloved. 
Tip: You are experiencing a newfound love and re-
spect for your beloved. 
SAGITTARIUS:
You could do everything on your own, but where’s the 
fun in that? The cards are encouraging you to take a 
chance. To sync your forces with fellow warriors who 
share your vision. Finding a rhythm that works for ev-
erybody concerned may or may not be easy initially. 
Once you figure things out, though, you will be able to 
move mountains together as a team.
Tip: Keep your long-term goals in mind as you make 
big decisions.
CAPRICORN:
Where do you see yourself in a year, Capricorn? Are 
the steps you’re taking now helping you move clos-
er to the desired destination? Keep the big vision in 
mind as you continue to move forward and onwards. 
If you’ve been thinking about expanding overseas, 
consider this as a green flag from the Universe. PS: A 
close friend or a sibling could be instrumental in help-

ing you make that big move you have been feeling 
inspired to.
Tip: If you’ve been thinking about expanding over-
seas, this is your sign.
AQUARIUS:
At any point of time you have two options: to choose 
what is safe, or to make a drastic change in collabo-
ration with the Universe. It’s time to step out of your 
comfort zone, Aquarius. It’s time to make that move 
you did not have the courage to earlier. If the cosmic 
cues are anything to go by, your life will never look 
the same.
Tip: It’s time for a drastic move. You may not get this 
opportunity ever again.
PISCES:
Not everything moves in accordance with our plan, 
and that's okay. The cards are urging you to take the 
good, the bad, and the ugly in your stride. Trust that 
you have attracted each of these experiences for a 
higher reason. Some of you could be in a deadlock 
situation at this moment. It will be easy for you to con-
tinue to wage a war until you finally win the argument. 
Carefully consider all the things you could lose in the 
process. Your peace of mind is more important than 
everything else.
Tip: Put your sword down.

PICTURE
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’60 Minutes,′ ‘Equalizer’ 
strong Sunday punch for CBS

NEW YORK (AP): Queen Latifah is becoming a TV 
star for CBS at a time broadcast networks can really 
use one, while Dwayne Johnson and Kenan Thomp-
son made respectable sitcom debuts for NBC.

Latifah’s drama, “The Equalizer,” 
was the most popular scripted show 
on television last week, the Nielsen 
company said, trailing only first-
place “60 Minutes” and giving CBS a 
strong one-two punch on Sunday.

Johnson reached 5.3 million 
viewers for the premiere of “Young 
Rock,” the NBC comedy based on his 
life, enough to finish among Nielsen’s 
top 20 shows for the week.

A million of those viewers drift-
ed away last Tuesday for the debut 
of “Kenan.” The sitcom starring the long-running 
“Saturday Night Live” cast member as an Atlanta 
TV host and single dad reached 4.2 million view-
ers, Nielsen said.

A generation ago, numbers like that wouldn’t 
be enough for a show to make a second week. But 
given network television’s overall fade, and the 
chance for viewers to check out those series on a 
delayed basis, and NBC will no doubt take it.

For a typical week in February — no major 
sports events and virtually all prime-time shows 
airing original episodes — live viewership on ABC, 

CBS, Fox and NBC was down 18% from the same 
week last year, Nielsen said.

CBS won the week with an average of 4.6 mil-
lion viewers in prime time. ABC had 3.9 million, 

NBC had 3.5 million, Fox had 2.6 million, Univision 
had 1.6 million, Ion Television had 1.1 million and 
Telemundo had 1 million.

Fox News Channel was the most popular ca-
ble network, averaging 2.42 million viewers in 
prime time. MSNBC had 1.91 million, CNN had 
1.6 million, HGTV had 1.12 million and History 
had 1.01 million.

ABC’s “World News Tonight” won the evening 
news ratings race, averaging 10.2 million viewers. 
NBC’s “Nightly News” had 8.3 million and the “CBS 
Evening News” had 6.4 million.

For the week of Feb. 15-21, the 20 most popular 
programs, their networks and viewerships:

1. “60 Minutes,” CBS, 9.56 million.
2. “The Equalizer,” CBS, 8.13 million.

3. “Young Sheldon,” CBS, 
7.72 million.

4. “Chicago Med,” NBC, 7.59 
million.

5. “Chicago Fire,” NBC, 7.3 
million.

6. “911,” Fox, 6.85 million.
7. “American Idol,” ABC, 

6.67 million.
8. “Celebrity Wheel of For-

tune,” ABC, 6.03 million.
9. “Magnum, P.I.,” CBS, 5.97 

million.
10. “NCIS: Los Angeles,” CBS, 5.92 million.
11. “Chicago PD,” NBC, 5.88 million.
12. “NCIS,” CBS, 5.771 million.
13. “This is Us,” NBC, 5.766 million.
14. “911: Lone Star,” Fox, 5.73 million.
15. “The Bachelor,” ABC, 5.57 million.
16. “America’s Funniest Home Videos,” ABC, 

5.36 million.
17. “Mom,” CBS, 5.35 million.
18. “Young Rock,” NBC, 5.32 million.
19. “B Positive,” CBS, 5.11 million.
20. “MacGyver,” CBS, 4.96 million.

Cardi B Says It’s "Insulting" 
to Be Paid Less Than White 

Colleagues in the Music 
and Fashion Industry

"I have been involved in en-
dorsement deals, and then I 
found out that certain white 
people got more money for 
their deals from the same 
company," Cardi B revealed 
in Interview mag.

There's no denying Cardi 
B is a triple threat.

From releasing hit af-
ter hit to influencing her 
millions of followers with 
her eye-catching glam, the 
28-year-old superstar is con-
stantly raising the bar. But 
despite her popularity in mu-
sic and fashion, the "Press" 
rapper recently opened up 
about the "prejudice" she's 
felt in both industries.

Speaking to Mariah Car-
ey for Interview magazine's 
March issue, Cardi detailed 
her experiences, explaining, 
"I don't know if I would use 
the word 'racism' because ev-
erything is so technical right 
now. I have felt prejudice."

"I have been involved in 
endorsement deals, and then 
I found out that certain white 
people got more money for 
their deals from the same 
company," she shared. "I do 
my research. I know how 
much money I made [from] 
that company. My fans buy 
my s--t. So it's like, 'When 
you're not paying me what 
you're paying these other 
people, why is that?' It's kind 
of insulting."

While Cardi didn't dis-
close which brand paid her 
less than her white col-
leagues, she has worked 
with many companies, in-
cluding Fashion Nova, Steve 
Madden, Balenciaga, Ama-
zon, Pepsi and, most recent-
ly, Reebok.

The Bronx native noted 
that "hip-hop is a big influ-
ence" on the fashion indus-
try. "And yet," she continued, 
"Black artists have the hard-
est time getting pulls from 
designers and the hardest 
time getting seats at their 
fashion shows."

She added they also 
"barely get endorsed by big 
fashion brands that we liter-
ally make trend."

Just four months ago, the 
"Be Careful" rapper defend-
ed her collection of designer 
handbags—most notably, her 
many Hermès Birkin bags—
after a tweet went viral for 
criticizing Black women for 
purchasing luxury items, 
horribly suggesting they "de-
preciate the value of a Her-
més Birkin bag."

"Why is it that y'all asking 
female rappers if they could 
get a bag from the Hermès 
store?" Cardi fired back in an 
Instagram video last October. 
"Y'all don't do this to these 
white celebrities... So why is 
it that y'all gotta be asking 
us."

"Another thing is that 
they're saying that we depre-
ciate the value," she contin-
ued. "Actually, we add value 
because in hip-hop, when we 
mention brands in hip-hop, 
they s--t go up."

In fact, Cardi pointed out 
that when she mentioned 
Balenciaga in her chart-top-
ping tune "I Like It" with Bad 
Bunny and J Balvin, their 
sales increased.

"They s--t went up, too," 
she explained, "and that's 
why they worked with me 
this year.

During the interview, 
Mariah agreed with Cardi's 
statements and said that 
she's felt "the same way" too.

"I have it a different way 
because people don't know 
how to categorize me some-
times, and that sucks," the 
Butterfly singer shared. "But 
I think people should listen 
to the words you say be-
cause you're saying it from 
firsthand experience. You've 
gotten less than other artists 
who are not artists of color, 
and yet your influence has 
been way broader. So let's fix 
that."

Mariah then asked Cardi 
if they can "do a song togeth-
er," to which she replied, "I 
would love that. I would love 
to do a record that touches 
souls. You had me heartbro-
ken when I was 11 years old 
and I didn't even have a boy-
friend."

‘Hot Boy’ rapper Bobby Shmurda 
released from NY prison

NEW YORK (AP): Bobby 
Shmurda, a once up-and-
coming rapper thanks to a 
hit music video that popu-
larized the “Shmoney dance,” 
was paroled on Tuesday af-
ter spending more than four 
years behind bars for a drug 
gang conviction.

Authorities confirmed 
Shmurda was released from 
a New York prison amid 
speculation about whether 
he would attempt a music in-
dustry comeback.

Messages were left on 
Tuesday with Shmurda’s 
lawyer. The 26-year-old per-
former out of Brooklyn had 
previously called the case a 
sham.

Shmurda, whose birth 
name is Ackquille Pollard, 
was best known for “Hot Boy,” 
a gritty song with rhymes 
about gunplay. He gained no-
toriety with his performance 
in the “Shmoney dance” vid-
eo, which had millions of 
YouTube views.

Authorities arrested 
Shmurda in late 2014 after 
he left a recording studio 
near Radio City Music Hall, 
only days after he performed 
“Hot Boy” for a national tele-
vision audience on “Jimmy 
Kimmel Live.” Investigators 
found two handguns and a 

small amount of crack co-
caine in a car in which he was 
riding, authorities said.

An indictment charged 
Shmurda and more than 15 
defendants with a variety of 
crimes including murder, at-
tempted murder, assault and 
drug dealing. Shootings by 
the gang left one rival dead, 
injured an innocent bystand-
er sitting on a folding chair 
outside a Brooklyn home 
and caused pandemonium 
outside a nightclub in Miami 
Beach, Florida, authorities 
said.

The court papers alleged 
that Shmurda once fired a 
gun toward a crowd of peo-
ple outside a barbershop in 
Brooklyn. They also said he 
was present during a con-
frontation between rival 
drug gangs outside a Brook-
lyn courthouse where shots 
were fired in 2015.

Shmurda was sentenced 
to seven years in prison in 
2016, but was eligible for 
early release based on time 
he had served before plead-
ing guilty and for good be-
havior in prison. A plea deal 
had allowed him to avoid go-
ing to trial on multiple counts 
carrying penalties that could 
have put him behind bars for 
decades.


