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Governor launches Sikkim Times, 
Mag felicitates women achievers

Gangtok, 25 Aug [IPR]: 
Governor Ganga Prasad 
launched a monthly 
magazine, “The Sikkim 
Times,” and its e-version 
at a function held here at 
Chintan Bhawan today. 

The Governor who 
graced the occasion as a 
chief guest was accom-
panied by UD&HD Min-
ister Arun Upreti, Lok 
Sabha MP Indra Hang 
Subba, MLA Sunita Ga-
jmer, Political Advisor 
to the Chief Minister, TN 
Dhakal, and Chief Secre-
tary AK Shrivastava as 
guests of honour. 

The programme was 
also attended by Cabinet 
Ministers, HODs, teach-
ers and students from 
various schools.

During the pro-
gramme, Padmashree 
Kipu Lepcha was hon-
ored with the Sikkim 
Times Woman of the 
Year Award and Om 
Kumari Pradhan with 
Sikkim Times Lifetime 
Achievement Award and 
50 women felicitated 
for their contributions 
towards society and for 
their achievements in 

different fields.
The Sikkim Times 

Jury Award 2019 Man 
of the Year (Popular 
Choice) was awarded to 
Jacob Khaling, Political 
Secretary to Chief Minis-
ter, Man of the Year (Pub-

lic Mandate) to MLA Ad-
itya Golay, while Tenzing 
Gyatso Lepcha was also 
conferred with the Man 
of the Year award for so-
cial revolution. 

The Sikkim Times 
also felicitated students 

of Paljor Namgyal Girls 
SSS who recently repre-
sented India at Robotic 
Asia in Shanghai, Chain. 

The Governor, while 
addressing the gather-
ing, congratulated all 
awardees and expressed 

his happiness on being 
part of an event where 
women from various 
fields were being felici-
tated. 

Quoting the lines, 
“God resides in places 
where there is a respect 
for women,” the Gov-
ernor said that women 
should be respected in 
the society and given the 
liberty to move forward 
with dignity to stand tall 
in every aspect of life. 

A society should have 
a changed mindset to-
wards women upliftment 
and hope that this mag-
azine would become a 
source of inspiration and 
help bringing change in 
the society, he added. 

Jacob Khaling, who is 
also the Chief Patron of 
SikkimTimes, expressed 
his gratitude and ac-
knowledged the efforts 
of the editorial team for 
coming up with a range of 
resources that can convey 
the spectrum of human 
experiences and ideas. 

He also informed that 
Government endeavors 
should be in bringing a 
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Sacred Mountains and Economics
SD TSHERING

The recent announcement of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs regarding 

opening of mount Khangchendzonga 
and other peaks of Sikkim has been re-
ceived with resentment from the gen-
eral public of Sikkim for whom these 
peaks are sacred. 

This announcement by the Ministry 
is in line with the recent policy of the 
Central Government to attract more 
tourists especially in the adventure 
tourism sector. It is unfortunate that the 
State Government and other stakehold-
ers were not consulted before making 
this decision. 

Tourism sector is targeted by the 
Central Government for generating for-
eign revenue and employment in the 
country. In his Independence Day speech, 
the Prime Minister specifically asked the 
public to visit at least 15 places in the 

country to boost domestic tourism. 
Mountains have played a very im-

portant role in tourism sector and 
mountaineering is an imperative part. 
However, how mountaineering is ex-
ploited differs from country to country. 
Mountaineering and climbing in Eu-
rope is well managed and controlled. 
The Pan-European Biological and Land-
scape Diversity Strategy (PEBLDS) - ap-
proved in 1995 by the Conference of 
European Environment Ministers - for 
the first time explicitly envisaged the 
closure of mountain areas of particu-
lar topological and biological value not 
only in low-lying mountain areas, but in 
all European mountain regions. 

The sustainable management of 
climbing areas in Europe is well reg-
ulated by laws. The need for a Eu-
rope-wide management of climbing ar-
eas takes into consideration the inter-

ests of climbers and the requirements 
of conservation - in other words the 
sustainable practice of sport climbing. 

In India, however, management of 
mountaineering and climbing is not so 
developed as in Europe or America. In 
regard to mountaineering, Sikkim can 
choose the model of our neighboring 
countries Bhutan or Nepal which prac-
tice completely opposite approaches 
to mountaineering economics. Bhutan 
briefly opened up for mountaineer-
ing in the early 1980s, climbing peaks 
above 6,000m was prohibited by the 
mid-1990s and mountaineering was 
banned altogether in 2003. This was 
done primarily to respect the beliefs of 
the local communities which attached 
strong spiritual value to the mountains, 
and wanted to protect the peaks for their 
own culture for future generations. 

On the other hand, Nepal has gone 

full steam to earn revenue from its 
mountains especially Mount Everest. 

Regarding expeditions to Khangc-
hendzonga, it has been summited sev-
eral times by different groups in both 
pre and post merger period but the ma-
jority scaled it from the Nepal side. The 
question now is whether the econom-
ics of allowing expeditions will have 
any economic benefits for Sikkim. If the 
economic benefit of Nepal government 
from Everest expedition is to be taken 
as an example of earning from moun-
taineering, it earns $ 11000 as climbing 
fee per person but the other economic 
benefits go to the companies for ar-
ranging the expedition. In India the fee 
for climbing peaks over 7000meter is 
$1000 for two members. Nepal has a 
very mature mountaineering business 
which is very well equipped to cater to 
the needs of                  turn to pg02

Ugen Gyatso attends Singtam 
event, BJP plans grand 
reception for Monday

YoGEN THATAl
Singtam, 25 Aug:
Former Minister Ugen 
T Gyatso Bhutia, who, 
along with his nine col-
leagues, recently left the 
Sikkim Democratic Front 
to join the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party and deliver 
BJP a presence in the Sik-
kim Legislative Assem-
bly with 10 MLAs, today 
chaired a function here at 
the Singtam Nagar Pan-
chayat community hall as 

chief guest.
People from Mr Bhu-

tia’s constituency, Tumin 
Lingee were in atten-
dance for the function 
which is being seen as a 
dress rehearsal  for the 
grand reception planned 
for the BJP head office 
here to formally welcome 
the 10 MLAs.

A rally led by the 
10 former SDF MLAs 
is also planned for 
Monday which is also 

expected to include 
a mass joining pro-
gramme into the BJP.

“We served the peo-
ple in the State Govern-
ment all these years and 
worked for development 
and prosperity of the 
State and because of the 
same patriotic fervour 
and faith we will be join-
ing hands with the BJP to 
safeguard the interests of 
the people and the state,” 
Mr Gyatso said.

No words to express, have 
waited for so long: Sindhu

Basel (Switzerland), 
Aug 25 (PTI): Two-time 
silver medallist P V Sind-
hu was left speechless 
after her agonising wait 
for the elusive gold final-
ly ended with a maiden 
World Championship ti-
tle here on Sunday.

Sindhu became the 
first Indian to win World 
Championships gold by 
thrashing familiar rival 
Nozomi Okuhara of Japan 
21-7 21-7 in one of the 
most lop-sided finals ever.

Two years after be-
ing robbed of the gold 
by Okuhara in an epic 
110-minute final that 
went down as one of the 
greatest battles in bad-
minton history, Sindhu fi-
nally exorcised the ghost of 
that heart-wrenching loss 
with a dominating win over 
the same opponent.

“I am really very hap-
py. I have waited for this 
victory and finally I have 
become a world champi-
on,” Sindhu told reporters.

“I have no words to 
express, because I have 
been waiting for so long. 
Last time, it was silver, 
before that it was silver 
and finally I am a world 
champion so I am really 
really happy. I have been 

expecting this for a very long 
time. So I got it finally and I 
want to enjoy it, feel it.”

It was Sindhu’s fifth 
World Championships 
medal -- most by a female 
singles player alongside 
former Olympic and 
world champion Zhang 
Ning of China -- to go 
with the two successive 
silvers and a couple of 
bronze medals.

Sindhu has also won 
an Olympic silver in 
2016 Rio Games, a silver 
at Gold Coast Common-
wealth Games, an Asian 
Games silver at Jakarta 
and the BWF World Tour 
Finals last year.

Sindhu credited her 
coaches for the perfor-
mance and dedicated the 
win to her mother P Vijaya.

“A lot of credit to my 
coaches, Gopi Sir and 
Kim (Ji Hyun) and also to 
my parents, my support 
staff and sponsors who 
believed in me,” she said.

“I dedicate this win 
to my mom, its her birth-
day today. I thought I 
will gift her something 
and finally I gift her this 
gold medal. It is because 
of my parents that I am 
here today.”
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Oppn, press got taste of ‘draconian 
administration’, ‘brute force’ 

unleashed on people in J-K: Rahul
New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI): 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Sunday said 
leaders of the opposition 
and the press got a taste 
of the “draconian ad-
ministration” and “brute 
force” unleashed on the 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir when they tried 
to visit Srinagar.

A delegation of oppo-
sition leaders, including 
Gandhi, which wanted 
to visit Kashmir Valley 
to take stock of the situa-
tion there after the abro-
gation of the provisions 
of Article 370, was not 
allowed to leave Srinagar 
airport on Saturday by 
the state administration 
and had to return to the 
national capital.

“It’s been 20 days 
since the people of Jam-

mu & Kashmir had their 
freedom and civil liber-
ties curtailed,” Gandhi 
said in a tweet.

“Leaders of the Op-
position and the Press 
got a taste of the draco-
nian administration and 
brute force unleashed on 
the people of J&K when 
we tried to visit Srinagar 

yesterday,” he said.
The former Congress 

president also posted 
a video of Saturday’s 
events, showing authori-
ties reading out an order 
to the opposition leaders 
and Gandhi addressing 
the media.

The video showed 
turn to pg02

Days after resigning, IAS officer says restrictions 
won’t help convince people of Kashmir

Daman, Aug 25 (PTI): 
Days after resigning, IAS 
officer Kannan Gopina-
than, who claimed he 
quit as he wanted to ex-
press his views against 
the “denial of freedom of 
expression” in Kashmir, 
on Sunday said people of 
the Valley have to be con-
vinced on the Article 370 
decision, but it cannot be 
done by not allowing them 
to express their views.

The 32-year-old offi-
cer of 2012 batch came 
into limelight after he hid 
his identity to join volun-
teers in relief work during 
the 2018 Kerala floods

Gopinathan, who was 
Secretary, Power Depart-
ment, of the Union Terri-
tories of Daman and Diu, 
and Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli, submitted his res-
ignation last Wednesday.

His resignation made 
no mention of the Kash-
mir issue.

“I want to exercise 
my freedom of expres-

sion but it is not possible 
while I am in the service. 
There are certain rules 
and regulations in that,” 
he said on Sunday.

Gopinathan, who 
hails from Kottayam Dis-
trict of Kerala, said that 
to abrogate Article 370 
“is the right of an elected 
government”, but in a de-
mocracy the people have 
the right to respond to 
such decisions.

“After taking the de-
cision on Kashmir, near-
ly 20 days have passed 
and even now, the people 
there are not allowed 
to react or respond to it 
and that is not acceptable 
in a democratic set up. 
Personally, I could not 
accept it and continue in 
the service during such a 
time,” he told PTI.

“This is not some-
thing I can accept in my 
country. I know that 
my acceptance doesn’t 
make any difference. But 
I wanted to express that 

this is not correct. We 
should allow them their 
Freedom of Expression. 
If they don’t like it we can 
try to convince them. We 
don’t convince by locking 
them up and not allow-
ing them to express their 
views,” he said.

He said the people 
should be allowed free-
dom of expression.

“To abrogate Arti-
cle 370 is the right of an 
elected government and 
to right to decide wheth-
er it is right or not is vest-
ed in the Supreme Court. 
As a bureaucrat I have 
limitations. But in a de-
mocracy, people have the 
right to respond against 
such decisions. The citi-
zens of a democratic coun-
try has the right to react 
or respond to a decision 
taken by the government,” 
Gopinathan told PTI.

He said the resigna-
tion was a decision he 
took out of a very strong 
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~ SummitTimeS ~
Classifieds

URGENTlY REqUIRED: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

WANTED 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.
GENERAl INfoRmATIoN

This is for general information of all concerned 
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali 
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of 
six months for carrying out necessary repairs. 
All concerned tour operators and clients are 
requested to refrain from booking or deal with 
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency, 
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor

Hotel Parasol Residency,
 Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

Four & half Storied building on SALE, behind Hotel 
Agarwal at Pani House, Gangtok, East Sikkim. In-
terested parties may also buy flats – 2 flats – 1650 
sq.ft , 1 Flat – 1186 sq.ft & 1 Flat on top (1 & half)- 
3000 sq.ft. Contact: -9434751150

Required ground staff M/F, air  ticketing ,Super-
visor, store Incharge, Computer operator, Help-
er Eligibility (10th to Graduate) Salary (29500 
to 78500) Food+accommodation free send your 
Resume skaviationacademy1988@gmail.com 
9953059884    9654483299

GENERAl lAND foR SAlE
Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-

Rumtek highway.
For details contact: 9083826462

modified change in State where all digital and print 
media should be involved. 

Earlier, Joint Secretary, Chief Minister’s Office, Kar-
nitmit Lepcha, read out the message of Chief Minister 
PS Tamang [Golay] who could not make it to the pro-
gramme due personal engagements.

Governor launches...

As the Indian national anthem reverberated across 
the St Jakobshalle stadium here, Sindhu stood at the 
podium with moist eyes.

“It was really special when the flag went up and 
national anthem was playing and I had goosebumps, 
I have no words to express because you play for your 
country and it is definitely a proud moment for me,” 
she said.

The Olympic silver medallist said she approached 
the finals like any other match and it took the pres-
sure off her as she could produce her best.

“I think I just focused on my match and didn’t 
think it was a final. I just thought it was just another 
match like I played the semifinals and quarterfinals. I 
just went in that way and gave my 100 percent.

“Winning and losing is secondary but for me just 
going to the court and giving my 100 percent is very 
important.”

Talking about the final, Sindhu said, “Usually the 
Japanese girls play a lot of rallies , so there were long 
rallies and then I was dominating all of them and from 
the starting I maintained the lead and finished it off.

“I was very confident even though I was giving one 
or two points, then I was getting those points back 
and finally I did it.”

Crestfallen after the devastating loss, Okuhara, the 
2017 champion, said she just couldn’t match up to the 
pace of Sindhu.

“Sindhu played very speedy returns and I couldn’t 
move fast enough. I couldn’t defend. It can happen in 
sports, this time it didn’t work out,” said the World no 
4 Japanese.

“I have lost matches in other competitions so I 
know I will have to improve my physical and mental 
fitness to be prepared for next time.”

No words to..

Gandhi speaking to the media and alleging that media 
persons accompanying the delegation were mishan-
dled and beaten up.

He also said it is clear that things are “not normal” 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

During Saturday’s attempt to visit the Valley, 
Gandhi was accompanied by leaders of CPI(M), CPI, 
DMK, NCP, JD(S), RJD, LJD and TMC.

The leaders included Congress’s Ghulam Nabi 
Azad, Anand Sharma and KC Venugopal, CPI(M) 
leader Sitaram Yechury , Tiruchi Siva (DMK), Sha-
rad Yadav (LJD), Dinesh Trivedi (TMC), D Raja (CPI), 
Majeed Menon (NCP), Manoj Jha (RJD) and D Ku-
pendra Reddy JD(S).

Oppn, press got...

feeling that he could not accept the kind of denial of 
right to the people there.

He said he never wanted to say anything public-
ly until his resignation was accepted but the word 
leaked from some social media group where he had 
shared his views and news of resignation.

“Maybe I am wrong. My perception of the situation 
might be wrong. My conviction could be wrong. But 
I just know that this is my perception and this is my 
conviction and I would like to be vocal and express my 
views on my conviction,” he said.

Gopinathan had in 2018 joined volunteers at three 
places in flood-hit Kerala without revealing that he 
was an IAS officer. Later when he was carrying sacks 
of materials on his back, Ernakulam Collector and the 
sub-collector recognised himit.

A day after his resignation, when PTI contacted 
him in Silvassa, the IAS officer had said he resigned as 
he was not happy with the Indian governance system.

“I Kannan G, IAS officer of 2012 batch, AGMUT 
Cadre, hereby submit my letter of resignation from 
the Indian Administrative Service. I humbly request 
you to kindly accept my resignation and relive me,” 
read his resignation letter.

Gopinathan had said he tried to change the sys-
tem but has come to the conclusion that it cannot be 
changed.

An electrical engineer from the Birla Institute of 
Technology, Mesra, he worked as a design engineer 
with a private firm before entering the Indian Admin-
istrative Service (IAS).

Days after resigning,...

mountaineers and due to the competition among the 
different mountaineering companies the cost of ex-
peditions are very competitive. Due to the aggressive 
marketing of mountain expeditions the equipments 
and manpower required is easily available including 
private helicopters and planes for emergencies. 

The biggest assets of Nepal for mountaineering 
are the Sherpa people living near the base of the 
mountains who have adapted themselves to climb the 
mountains. In comparison with Nepal; mountaineer-
ing in India is a fledgling affair as it faces a wide range 
of impediments. The biggest one, is the way climb-
ing is regulated in the country. To attempt a peak in 
India, you require permits from the IMF. If the peak 
you want to climb falls within the “inner line”, or the 
border areas, then the permit application has to go 
through a long-drawn bureaucratic process involving 
the IMF, the Armed Forces, Home and Defence minis-
tries, as well as  the state governments under which 
the peak falls. Since most of the Himalayan range is in 
the border areas, this policy puts hundreds of moun-
tains peaks off-limits to civilian climbers. The govern-
ment restriction on GPS systems or satellite phones 
make things very difficult during emergencies. Lack of 
manufacturing companies for mountaineering equip-
ments and absence of insurance for rescue are other 
hindrances for mountaineering development in India.

The economic benefit for Sikkim from allowing 
expeditions to Kangchendzonga needs to be exam-
ined in light of the economic benefits that Nepal earns 
through Everest expeditions. It is seen that mountain-
eering fee is only a small part of the bigger economic 
benefit earned from mountaineering, the bulk of the 
benefit comes from the cost of preparing for the ex-
pedition. 

Direct benefit of expeditions to the local people 
near the base camp is from porter wages in Nepal. 
This is not applicable to the local Sikkimese people as 
they are not trained or conditioned to carrying loads 
in high altitudes like Nepali Sherpas. The base camp 
on the Sikkim side lacks facilities and supporting 
manpower required for mountaineering. 

The other source of earning comes from hiring or 
purchase of equipment for expeditions. In this regard 
also there are very few Indian companies manufac-
turing mountaineering equipment. Most equipment 
has to be sourced from Himalayan Mountaineering 
Institute or Nehru Institute of Mountaineering both 
of which are government undertakings. Logistics 
cost also make up a major part of expedition budget. 
In this regard, Sikkim can provide some help being 
the host state and earn some revenue but providing 
advance logistic support like helicopters and planes 
will have to be provided by the Central Government. 
Therefore, the loss outweighs the benefits of opening 
Kangchendzonga for expeditions to the state.  

However, the state could benefit economically 
by organizing high altitude treks through local trav-
el agents than from mountaineering. The Bhutan 
approach to mountaineering may suit Sikkim better 
since we share the same beliefs. The Concerned Cit-
izens of Sikkim was able to stop the Austrain expedi-
tion in 2000 through protest, now since the people 
are more enlightened similar protest will be able to 
change the mind of the Home Ministry. 

An Appeal also needs to be made to Nepal gov-
ernment to ban expeditions to Kangchendzonga from 
their side since most expeditions are made from there. 
Appeal can be made to Nepal to treat Kangchendzon-
ga at par with Machapuchare peak which is closed for 
climbing due to religious reasons.

Sacred Mountains...

New food godown 
at Chungthang

CM inspects PWD Bungalow at Malbasey

Denzong Sherpa Assoc joins 
condemnations against MHA 
clearance for mountaineering 

on sacred peaks
Sadam youth clean 

up Tarey Bhir 
SUmmIT REPoRT
Sadam, 25 Aug:

Future Star Youth of 
Sadam an affiliated 

youth club of NYK-Nam-
chi organised a clean-
liness drive at Tarey 
Bhir under the Swatcha 
Bharat Summer Intern-
ship Program of Nehru 
Yuva Kendra Sangathan. 

The drive was joined 
by National Youth Vol-
unteers of Sumbuk 
Block and all members 
of the recently formed 
Future Star Youth Club.

Since Tarey Bhir at 
Sadam is a popular tour-
ist spot, the club has ini-
tiated the drive to keep 
the area clean and safe.

Soreng, 25 Aug [IPR]: 
Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang [Go-
lay] visited the PWD 
Bungalow located in 
the Don Bosco prem-
ises here at Malbasey, 
Soreng-Chakung, West 
Sikkim, today.

He found the struc-
ture in ramshackle con-
dition with several cracks 
and worn-out surfaces. A 
piece of land around the 
old bungalow owned by 
the government was also 
visited which could be 
developed in an effective 
way and this option was 
also discussed with the 
officers present.

The Chief Minister di-

rected the officers of the 
line departments to sub-
mit the plan for rennova-

tion works. Sub Division-
al officers including ADC 
Dev (Soreng);  SDM, AE 

Roads, SDPO, and local 
gentries were present at  
the venue.

SUmmIT  REPoRT
Gangtok, 25 Aug:

Denzong Sherpa Asso-
ciation today joined 

the chorus of  condemna-
tions which have greeted 
the Ministry  of Home Af-
fairs announcement of 13 
August opening several 
sacred peaks of Sikkim, in-
cluding Khangchendzon-
ga, for mountaineering.

A DSA press re-
lease, while registering 
a strong condemnation 
of the MHA decision, 
adds that “apart from 
the cultural and tradi-
tional significance, these 

peaks and mountains are 
equally important from 
the climatic and National 
Secuirty point of bview.”

Introducing itself as a 
“concerned and respon-
sible association in Sik-
kim,” DSA stresses that 
it stands in solidarity 
with the rest of the peo-
ple and the State Gov-
ernment demanding the 
withdrawal of MHA’s 
opening of Sikkim’s sa-
cred peaks before 13 
September when Sikkim 
celebrates Pang Lhab-
sol in the worship of 
Khangchendzonga.

SUmmIT REPoRT
Chungthang, 24 Aug: 

Buildings & Housing 
Department hand-

ed over the new food 
godown at Chungthang 
for the sub-division to 
Food & Civil Supplies De-
partment on Saturday.  
The old food godown was 
damaged beyond repair 
in the 2011 earthquake.

The handing over pro-
gramme was attended by 
SDM Chungthang, Subash 
Ghimirey, DE  Buildings 
& Housing Department, 
CB Chettri, DCSO F&CSD, 
Palden Lachungpa, AE, 
B&H, KN Pradhan, JE 
Karma  Chewang Bhutia, 
Engineering Cells of both 
departments, police  offi-
cials and the contractor.

Showers were recorded in Delhi 
New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI): 
Light to moderate show-
ers were recorded in 
national capital Delhi 
and other north India 
states on Sunday, while a 
flood threat loomed over 
Punjab’s border district 
Ferozepur after Paki-
stan’s release of water 
into the Indian territory.

Delhi received light 
rainfall Sunday evening 
while the day remained 
mostly cloudy, with the 
minimum temperature 
settling at 26.8 degrees 
Celsius, a notch above the 
season’s average.

According to the MeT 
department, 2.4 mm 
rainfall was recorded till 
5.30 pm in the national 
capital. The humidity lev-
el oscillated between 97 
to 60 per cent.

A few villages in 
Ferozepur district are 
facing a flood threat after 
a major portion of an em-
bankment in the catch-
ment area of the Sutlej 
river was washed away 
due to the pakistan’s re-
lease of water into the 
Indian territory, officials 
said. They said the dis-
trict administration has 
announced evacuation 
in most sensitive villages 
along the Sutlej river as a 
precautionary measure.

A Punjab govern-
ment spokesperson said 
the Ferozepur district 
administration is on 
high alert, while precau-
tionary deployment of 
the NDRF and the Army 
teams has been made in 
view of the flood threat 
which looms large in 
some villages.

“Pakistan has re-
leased water in huge 
quantity which caused 
damage to the embank-
ment in Tendiwala vil-
lage, and there is danger 
of floods in some villag-
es,” he said.

Punjab Chief Minister 
Amarinder Singh chaired 

a high-level meeting to 
review the flood situation 
in Ferozepur, Jalandhar, 
Kapurthala and Rupna-
gar districts and directed 
the principal secretary 
Water Resources to en-
sure strengthening of the 
Tendiwala embankment 
on war footing to avert the 
flooding of nearby villages, 
an official statement said. 
On Sunday, light to mod-
erate rains were received 
in a few parts of Punjab 
and Haryana as maximum 
temperatures hovered be-
low normal limits at most 
places.

In Punjab, Patiala 
received 32 mm of rain. 
Other places like in Mo-
hali and Rupnagar dis-
tricts also received rains.

Narnaul in Haryana 
received 63 mm of rain. 
Panchkula and Ambala 
districts also received 
rains. Parts of Rajasthan 
recorded rainfall ranging 
from 2 to 7 cm in the last 
24 hours, a MeT official 
said on Sunday.

From Saturday to 
Sunday morning, Kanvas 
of Kota and Khanpur of 
Jhalawar recorded 7 cm 
rainfall each, followed by 
Asnawar (6 cm), Baran 
and Sangod (5 cm each) 
and Atru and Aspur (4 
cm each). Till Sunday eve-
ning, Kota recorded 1.8 
cm rainfall whereas Jaipur, 
Sriganganagar and Dabok 
recorded light rainfall.

With the maximum 
temperature settling at 
40.8 degree Celsius, Srig-
anganagar was the hottest 
place in the state followed 
by Jaisalmer (39.9 degrees 
Celisus), Bikaner (39.5 de-
grees Celisus), Churu (39.1 
degrees Celsius) and Jaipur 
(31 degree Celsius).

Parts of Himachal 
Pradesh received light to 
moderate rainfall from 
Saturday and scattered 
downpour is expected to 
continue till August 31, 
the MeT office said. 

Innovative ways needed to 
rejuvenate postal system: 

Ace stamp designer Samanta
Shimla, Aug 25 (PTI): Leading postal stamp design-
er Sankha Samanta has said that the country’s postal 
department should find innovative ways to rejuvenate 
its services in the current high-tech era.

Samanta, who has designed over 400 stamps on 
various themes, including 38 on Mahatma Gandhi, 
was speaking to the media on the sidelines of an in-
teractive session held by Himachal Philatelic Club 
here on Saturday evening. “Despite diminishing use 
of postal services, there is a huge scope for stamps as 
they are not only used for sending posts but also have 
historical significance,” Samanta said.

His first stamp, released in the late eighties, de-
picted the execution of freedom fighter Veer Narayan 
Singh who was tied to the mouth of a cannon shortly 
before it was fired.

Samanta also designed stamps on the ‘Quit India 
Movement’ and the ‘Ramayana’, of which, the latter 
was released by Prime Minister Narendra Modi two 
years ago.

Lately, he sketched a stamp on the theme ‘Queen 
Hur Hwang-ok of Korea’ which was jointly issued by 
India and Korea last month.

Interacting with the members of Himachal Phil-
atelic Club, Samanta said he now observes the con-
temporary environment while designing a stamp on 
a particular theme. 
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“CHALISWA” 
(PRAYER MEETING)

The Holy Quran recitation (Religious Perform) 
after forty days of death of late Mrs. NAD-
RA KHATOON, who left for 
heavenly abode on 24th July 
2019(Wednesday), falls on 31st 
August 2019(Saturday) shall 
be held at Marut Bhawan, 
Namchi Bazaar, South Sikkim.

“AMEEN”
Maniul Haque Ansari(Hus-

band), Naseema Bano  & Rubina Anjum(Daugh-
ters) Mohshin Raza (son).

Time: 10:00 am onwards

Contact: 9475077786.
(Meraaj Complex, Central Park 
Namchi Bazaar, South Sikkim). 

AGRICUlTURE DEPARTmENT
GoVERNmENT of SIKKIm

No. 451/Adm/Agri.                      Dated: 20/08/2019

EmPloYmENT NoTICE
Applications are invited from local candidates (Sikkim Subject/COI holders) for the following posts on contractual 
basis for a period of 1 year under the Centrally Sponsored Schemes, Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Scheme under 
Agriculture Department as under:
Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK)

Sl.
No.

Name of Post No of 
Post

Educational 
Qualification

Remarks Age Pay Level

1. Subject Matter Spe-
cialist (Agronomy/Soil 
Science)

•	 Namthang, 
South

•	 Mangan, North

02 M.Sc. (Agron-
omy)/ Ph.D 
(Agronomy) 
M.Sc (Soil 
Science) & Soil 
Chemistry)
Ph.D (Soil 
Science & Soil 
Chemistry)

18-35 Level 9

2. Subject Matter Special-
ist (Agro Meteorology)

•	 Gyaba, Gyalsh-
ing West

01 Post Gradua-
tion in Agro 
Meteorology/ 
Meteorology/ 
Agronomy/ Agri 
Cultural Physics

Preference will 
be given to the 
candidates with 
Agro Meteorolo-
gy/ Meteorology 
qualification.

18-35 Level 9

3. Subject Matter Spe-
cialist (Agriculture 
Extension) 

•	 Gyaba, Gyalsh-
ing West

01 M.Sc (Agricul-
ture Extension)

18-35 Level 9

4. Agromet Observer Gya-
ba, Gyalshing West

01 12th in Science 
Stream slong 
with the basic 
knowledge of 
Computer

18-35 Level 3

The posts are purely temporary which shall cease to exist on termination of funding by the Government of India.
The candidates will be selected through Walk-in-Interview. Eligible candidates may apply with the following at-
tested documents:

i) Educational Qualification Certificate from Class X onwards.
ii) Valid Employment Card.
iii) Age Certificate.
iv) Experience Certificate.
v)  C.O.I
vi) Resume (with contact No.)

Application should be produced in the Office of Under Secretary, Adm. Section, Agriculture Department 
from 26.08.2019 between 10 am to 4.30 pm on working days. The last date for submission of application is 
06.09.2019.
6. The walk-in-interview will be held in the Conference Hall of Krishi Bhawan, Tadong at 11.00 am on the 
following dates:-
 i) Subject Matter Specialist  : 23.09.2019
 ii) Agromet Observer  : 24.09.2019
7. No TA/DA shall be paid for attending the interview. Original documents should be produced on the above dates.
8. The Agriculture Department reserves the right to reject an application without assigning any reason thereof.
Application along with all the relevant documents should be submitted at the office of Under Secretary, Adm. Sec-
tion, Agriculture Department. Application submitted after 06.09.2019 will not be accepted.

Sd/-
Under Secretary

Agriculture Department.

AGRICUlTURE DEPARTmENT
GoVERNmENT of SIKKIm

No. 452/Adm/Agri.                         Dated: 20/08/2019

EmPloYmENT NoTICE
Applications are invited from local candidates (Sikkim Subject/COI holders) for the following posts on contractual 
basis for a period of 1 year in the Agriculture Technology Management Agency (ATMA), SAMETI under Agriculture 
Department as under:-

Agriculture Technology Management Agency (ATMA)

Sl.No. Name of Post No.of 
Post

Educational Quali-
fication

Experience Age Consolidated 
Pay per month.

1. Block Tecnology 
Manager (BTM)- 

•	 Chumbung 
Chakung, 
West

•	 Yuksom, 
West

02 Post Graduate in 
Agri./Allied Sector 
with computer 
skill

Minimum 2 
years filed 
experience in 
Agriculture.

18-35 Rs.25000/-

2. Assistant Technology 
Manager

•	 Temi,South
•	 Yuksom, 

West

02 Graduate/Post 
Graduate in Agri./
Allied Sector with 
computer skill

Minimum 
1 year field 
experience in 
Agriculture.

18-35 Rs.15,000/-

3 Computer Program-
mer

•	 Mangan, 
North

01 (i) B.Tech/MCA 
for Computer 
Programmer.
(ii) Graduate with 
Diploma in Com-
puter Applications 
or an equivalent 
qualification from 
a recognized or 
reputed institu-
tion.

1 year ex-
perience for 
B.Tech. and 
1.5 years for 
MCA

18-35 Rs.16,000/-

The posts are purely temporary which shall cease to exist on termination of funding by the Government of India.
The candidates will be selected through Walk-in-Interview. Eligible candidates may apply with the following at-
tested documents:

i) Educational Qualification Certificate from Class X onwards.
ii) Valid Employment Card.
iii) Age Certificate.
iv) Experience Certificate.
v)  C.O.I
vi) Resume (with contact No.)

Application should be produced in the Office of Under Secretary, Adm. Section, Agriculture Department from 
26.08.2019 between 10 am to 4.30 pm on working days. The last date for submission of application is 06.09.2019.

6. The walk-in-interview will be held in the Conference Hall of Krishi Bhawan, Tadong at 11.00 am on the 
following dates:-
 i)  ATM     : 16.09.2019
 ii) BTM &Computer Programmer  : 17.09.2019
7. No TA/DA shall be paid for attending the interview. Original documents should be produced on the above dates.
8. The Agriculture Department reserves the right to reject an application without assigning any reason thereof.
Application along with all the relevant documents should be submitted at the office of Under Secretary, Adm. Sec-
tion, Agriculture Department. Application submitted after 06.09.2019 will not be accepted.

Sd/-
Under Secretary

Agriculture Department.
R.o. No. 159/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 
Date: 23.08.2019 

Adhoc body takes charge at SGDWA 

SUmmIT REPoRT
Gangtok,  25 Aug:

Sikkim Government Doc-
tors Welfare Association 

(SGDWA) constituted a 
new executive committee 
at a meeting held at the 
New STNM Hospital here 
on 22 August.

A consensus was 
reached to dissolve the 
old body and hand over 

the reins to a new execu-
tive body, a press release 
informs, and an adhoc 
body was formed along 
with the decision to 
hold elections within six 
months. 

The GBM nominat-
ed the following office 
bearers: 

President- Dr Sub-
hash Tamang; Vice Pres-

ident- Dr Sonam Tashi 
Dolma; General Secre-
tary- Dr Sangay Pelz-
ang; Joint General Sec-
retary- Dr Deki Wang-
mu Phempu; Trea-
surer- Dr Diki Palmu 
Theengh   & Dr Nirmal 
Gurung; Cultural Sec-
retary- Dr Pankaj Prad-
han; State Coordinator- 
Dr Tashi Ongmu Bhutia.

Workshop strengthens AIDS awareness 
message delivery of folk artists

SHSC and SSA play a draw, Boys Club beats Sikkim Police

Solar panels 
for Lingi 
Payong 
School
SUmmIT REPoRT
lingi Payong, 25 Aug:

Lingi Payong School 
on Sunday received 

one set of photovoltaic 
solar panels provided by 
Sikkim Renewable Ener-
gy Development Agen-
cy (SREDA). The unit 
comprises of one panel, 
battery and other acces-
sories. The solar panels 
were handed over to 
schools under Lingmoo 
Payong GPU. The Head-
master of Lingi Payong 
School expressed hap-
piness and said that the 
solar panels will be a 
great help as the school 
witnesses frequent pow-
er cuts.

Cleanliness 
drive at 
Sumbuk
SUmmIT REPoRT
Sumbuk, 24 Aug: 

A cleanliness drive was 
carried out by mem-

bers of Prasanti Youth 
Club of Sumbuk along 
the Sumbuk roads in 
South Sikkim.

The drive was part of 
a weekly activity under-
taken by the club to make 
villagers aware about 
problem of plastic pollu-
tion and motivate them 
to do work selflessly for 
the village.

SUmmIT REPoRT
Gangtok, 25 Aug: 

Sikkim Himalayan 
Sporting Club and 

State Sports Academy 
shared a point each af-
ter playing out a goalless 
draw in their first match 
of the ongoing Premier 
Division Sikkim-League 
here at Paljor Stadium 

on Sunday. Both teams 
failed to capitalize some 
good opportunities to 
score in the match.

In the other match 
of the day, Boys Club of 
Gangtok beat Sikkim Po-
lice by a solitary goal to 
secure full three points 
from its first match. 

Sonam Lepcha scored 

the winning goal for Boys 
Club in the 24th minute. 

There will be no 
match on Monday. The 
next day, on 27 August, 
Kumar Sporting Football 
Club will take on Sikkim 
Aakraman Football Club 
at noon followed by Unit-
ed Sikkim Football Club 
and Unicorn FC at 2 PM.

folK ARTISTES
Summit Report
Gangtok, 25 Aug:

Sikkim State AIDS Control Society or-
ganized a two-day state-level work-

shop on 23 and 24 August at SICUN, 
Assam Lingzey, for folk artists to stan-
dardize scripts, folk performances and 
developing State and District resources.

The idea was to strengthen the ca-
pacity of the folk troupes for effective 
message delivery and impactful per-
formances and also to understand 
their role and responsibilities in the 
AIDS Awareness Campaign, a press re-
lease informs.

Folk media has been recognized as 
an important tool to disseminate mes-
sages on HIV/AIDS and related issues 
in rural and media dark areas. The cam-
paign was initiated in 2010 and is con-
sidered as one of the more important 
activities to engage audiences in terms 

of creating awareness and encouraging 
HIV testing. 

The workshop was attended eight 
troupes - Arithang Mahila Kalyankari 
Sangh, Khushboo and Group, Ujjwal 
Kala Kendra, Udaan, Sikkim Lepcha 
Youth Association, Natya Pratibha 
Manch, South Sikkim, Dasharthick 
Sangh, Gelling and Aarigaon Samaj Sud-
har Mandali, Gyalshing, West Sikkim.

The troupes were mentored by re-
source persons from Department of 
Culture, Gayatri Rai, Phurba Lepcha and 
Norden Lepcha and technical guidance 
was provided by Dr DS Kerongi Addi-
tional Director, Health Services, Lub-
hana Rai Assistant Director/IEC Sikkim 
SACS, Phoor Tshering Lepcha Assistant 
Director/Youth and Subash Koirala, DA.

The valedictory function had Princi-
pal Director, Health Services, Dr Sarita 
Lama, who is also the Project Director 
of Sikkim SACS, as chief guest.

Penguin 
to publish 
Taslima’s 12 
new titles 
in English
New Delhi, Aug 25 
(PTI): Penguin Random 
House India Sunday an-
nounced the acquisition 
of 12 new titles in English 
by controversial Ban-
gladeshi author Taslima 
Nasreen, with the first 
of these books to come 
out in 2021. The titles 
will range from autobi-
ographical writings to 
essays, fiction, short sto-
ries, and poetry.

Nasreen said this 
body of work represents 
her dream of an ide-
al world - one which 
is equal in all aspects, 
whether gender, caste or 
religion.

“With these books, I 
am sharing my thoughts 
and ideas in different for-
mats - essays, novels, and 
poems - each focussing 
on very pertinent social 
issues, from feminism to 
humanism, and giving a 
voice to the voiceless,” 
the author said.

“It is an honour to be 
a woman writing in this 
day and age, removed 
from fear and bound by 
the vision of a society 
that respects women and 
diversity. Publishing 
with Penguin is a huge 
opportunity for me to 
take my ideas to a wider 
audience, perhaps even 
inspire them to build a 
world that isn’t based 
on compromises,” she 
added.

The 12 books will be 
published from 2021 on-
wards under the Hamish 
Hamilton imprint of Pen-
guin Random House.

Nasreen is known for 
her powerful writing on 
women’s oppression and 
unflinching criticism of 
religion, undeterred 
and unruffled by forced 
exile and numerous 
fatwas demanding her 
head. Her 43 books 
have been translated 
into 30 languages. 
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run down, 
even appreciate if they like something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people responsible in this 
newspaper (who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or initiate a 
dialogue will command immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Wildlife Worries
The numbers might be healthy, but 

what about wildlife’s health

Deers stumble into villages along the edge of forests, 
diseased and suffering from open sores. Some-

times, dogs set upon the sick animal and bring her 
down and at other times people try to care for the ani-
mal and make its final hours as comfortable as possible. 
Elsewhere, farmers are reporting raids by wild boars 
even in North Sikkim. Even the wilds along Tsomgo 
now have wild boar populations competing with the 
wildlife there for the scare resources. Parts of West and 
South Sikkim have been grappling with increased in-
cidence of wild boar raids for a while now and these 
packs are clearly now expanding to new terrains. Both 
incidents are playing out due to half-cock policy inter-
ventions. It is “proper” to ban hunting, but even the 
half-educated know that forest dwellers and tradition-
al hunting are allowed even when a strict hunting ban 
is in place. Not so in Sikkim. What should actually have 
been a strictly enforced ban on recreational hunting 
has instead banned this traditional activity altogether 
from Sikkim. Traditional hunting, apart from providing 
the much-needed protein supplement for communi-
ties living along forest belts, also played the important 
role of culling the sick and the weak from animal herds 
before they infected the rest. Accept it, no matter how 
good a hunter someone is, they are only good enough 
to bring down the weakest of the pack. Rural pragma-
tism also ensured that such hunting was also regulated 
and almost honorable in the manner it was carried out 
and had worked a fine arrangement to maintain the 
balance. But then Gangtok banned it for all of Sikkim 
(except the privileged for whom the laws don’t apply 
equally). What this has resulted in is an unbalanced 
growth. And nature does not like that. Also, in the case 
of wild boars, it is not just farms that are being dug up, 
but even bigger, but solitary, animals like the bears be-
ing chased out of their traditional haunts. Okay, this last 
one is speculative, but it is not as far out as some might 
argue. The point being made is that while it is wonderful 
that Sikkim’s wildlife population is supposedly growing, 
it is important now to find out whether it is also healthier 
and whether some informed decisions need to be made 
to ensure that better health returns to the wildlife.

About hunting… Has anyone ever heard of anyone 
reasonably well-heeled ever get picked up for poach-
ing in Sikkim. And yes, since even traditional hunting 
practices are no longer allowed in Sikkim, all hunting 
is poaching irrespective of those with big caliber guns 
and searchlights on their vehicles might say. For far 
too long, Sikkim has heard of only lay villagers getting 
rounded up for wildlife offences and the only confisca-
tions have been primitive guns and even more primi-
tive traps. Hunting by the well-connected was an open 
secret and conveniently ignored much to Sikkim’s 
disadvantage. And now, a legislation has been passed 
which allows people to kill wildlife if it strays into pri-
vate land holdings. Yes, trespassing animals can now 
be shot or poisoned. It is another matter that no one 
has bothered to address the trespass into forest lands 
which has erased the buffer zones which separated 
wildlife from humans here.

And now, let’s return to the wildlife and even turn 
the initial observation on its head. Even though few 
people like to admit it, with hardly any predators 
around, and given the fact that nearly 50% of the land 
in Sikkim is officially recorded as being under forest 
cover, the wildlife density, or at least its visibility, is not 
half teeming as the laws and maps would lead one to 
believe. The biodiversity hotspot that Sikkim is intro-
duced as, should manifest itself in more obvious dis-
plays, one would expect. While the loss of contiguous 
forest belts to human encroachment could have result-
ed in some depletion in wildlife numbers, it is unfortu-
nate that even areas where wildlife was abundant even 
till recent times, have fewer animals left. These num-
bers, as mentioned earlier, should have multiplied giv-
en the anti-hunting laws and absence of predators. It is 
also possible that the animals have been driven deeper 
into the forests, but even that needs to be authenticat-
ed because Sikkim is a very small state and the forests 
here run only so deep before they start touching a hab-
itation on the other side. By a lay thumb rule, sightings 
should have been much more frequent.

And, to end with the argument this piece began with  
- let us have a proper wildlife census commissioned for 
Sikkim and along with it, also a proper, scientific study 
on how well the wildlife is keeping.

Amazon fires explained: what are they, why are 
they so damaging, and how can we stop them?

Alcohol really is no excuse for bad behaviour – research 
reveals you’re still the same person after a drink

KATHRYN fRANCIS
theconversation.com

Many of us know that feeling of 
waking up, headache in tow, 

struggling to remember what we 
said and did after that extra drink the 
night before. And then suddenly, the 
memories vividly resurface.

Alcohol disinhibits us, making us 
say and do things that we’d other-
wise keep under wraps. People will 
often drink to gain “Dutch courage” 
in a demanding situation. Many of us 
can understand the appeal of having 
a drink before a blind date or a social 
event – it can help to calm our nerves 
and cultivate confidence. That’s be-
cause alcohol has a depressant effect 
which makes us feel more relaxed.

Of course, alcohol’s effects aren’t 
all positive. We’ve all adopted nick-
names for the characters that we 
become after a few drinks. Maybe 
you’re the “happy drunk”, or perhaps 
you’ve built a reputation for being the 
“aggressive drunk” who takes every-
thing the wrong way after a pint.

The relationship between alco-
hol and antisocial behaviour is well 
documented – both anecdotally and 
in research. Plenty of arguments and 

fights stem from someone having had 
one too many. Scientists believe we 
behave like this when drunk because 
we misinterpret social situations and 
lose our sense of empathy. In essence, 
once we start slurring words and 
stumbling, our ability to understand 
or share the emotions of others goes 
out the door, too.
oWN YoUR DRUNKEN DECISIoNS

If someone has done something 
wrong while under the influence of 
alcohol, we tend to give them a “get 
out of jail free card”, rather than 
hold them accountable for their ac-
tions. We also extend these excuses 
to ourselves.

But in our research, we’ve at-
tempted to paint a clearer picture of 
how drinking alcohol, empathy, and 
moral behaviour are related. In turns 
out that while consuming alcohol 
might affect our empathy, making 
us respond inappropriately to other 
people’s emotions and reactions, this 
doesn’t necessarily change our moral 
standards, or the principles we use to 
distinguish between what is right and 
what is wrong.

In a recent experiment, we gave 
participants shots of vodka and 
then measured their empathy and 

their moral decisions. We present-
ed images showing various people 
expressing emotions to our partic-
ipants. After having a higher dose 
of vodka, people began to respond 
inappropriately to these emotion-
al displays, reporting that they felt 
positively about sad faces and neg-
atively about happy faces. The more 
intoxicated people were, the more 
impaired their empathy became – 
having a few drinks weakened peo-
ple’s abilities to understand and 
share the emotions of others. 

But did this then have an effect on 
their morality?

We had people tell us what they 
thought they would do in moral di-
lemmas and then also looked at what 
they actually did in a simulation of 
a moral dilemma in Virtual Reality. 
Consider what you might do in one of 
these situations:

“A runaway trolley is heading 
down some rail tracks towards five 
construction workers who can’t hear 
it approaching. You’re standing on a 
footbridge in between the approaching 
trolley and the workers. In front of you, 
is standing a very large stranger. If you 
push this stranger onto the tracks be-
low, their large bulk will stop the trol-

ley. This one person will be killed but 
the five construction workers will be 
saved. Would you do it?”

While alcohol might have im-
paired the empathy of our partici-
pants, it didn’t have an effect on how 
they judged these moral situations 
or how they acted in them. If some-
one chose to push the person off the 
footbridge in order to save more lives 
while sober, they did the same thing 
when drunk. If people refused to sac-
rifice the person’s life in the same 
situation because they believed that 
killing was wrong regardless of the 
consequences, they also did the same 
when drunk.

It turns out that while we might 
believe that alcohol changes our per-
sonalities, it doesn’t. You’re still the 
same person after a drink – your ex-
isting sense of morality left intact. So 
while alcohol might affect how we in-
terpret and understand the emotions 
of other people, we can’t blame our 
immoral behaviours on alcohol.

Drunken you has the same moral 
compass. And so you are responsible 
for your moral and immoral actions, 
whether you’ve had a few drinks or not.

[the writer is Lecturer in 
Psychology, University of Bradford]

JoS BARloW & AlExANDER C. lEES
theconversation.com

Imagine a rainforest at dawn – the tall canopy 
laden with dripping ferns and orchids, tree 

trunks covered in spongy mosses and lichens, and 
the morning mist only slowly burning away as the 
sun rises. While there is fuel everywhere, it seems 
unimaginable that such humid ecosystems could 
ever catch fire.

And without human intervention, they don’t. 
The charcoal record points towards infrequent 
fires in the Amazon even during periods of pre-Co-
lumbian human settlement, and the 8,000 or more 
Amazonian tree species have none of the evolu-
tionary adaptations to fire found in their savanna 
or boreal cousins.

But, with thousands of fires currently burning 
across the Amazon, it’s worth looking at how these 
wildfires behave. In this context, a “wildfire” is one 
which has gone out of control, even if started by 
humans. What do they mean for a forest that hasn’t 
evolved with fire? And what is needed to prevent 
further damage?

Contrary to many images circulated online 
depicting blazing canopies, wildfires in previous-
ly undisturbed tropical forests do not appear as 
ecosystem changing events. Flames advance just 
200 to 300 metres a day and rarely exceed 30cm 
in height, burning only leaf litter and fallen wood.

Most mobile animals are able to flee, and fire-
fighters – if present – can bring it to a halt by raking 
simple fire breaks. Indeed, the humble trails of leaf 
cutter ants were sufficient to stop forest fires in an 
experiment in the southern Amazon.

But the intensity of a fire does not necessar-
ily predict its severity. The lack of natural ad-
aptation to deal with wildfires make rainforest 
species incredibly sensitive. Even a low intensity 
wildfire can kill half the trees. While small trees 
are initially most susceptible, larger ones often 
die in subsequent years leading to an eventu-
al loss of more than half of the forest’s carbon 
stocks. These large trees hold the most carbon, 
and subsequent regrowth of pioneer species is 
no compensation – once-burned, forests hold 
25% less carbon than unburned forests even af-
ter three decades of regrowth. 

With such a devastating impact on the trees, 
it is not surprising that forest-dependent animals 
and people are also affected. Primates are less 

abundant in burned forests and many specialist 
insectivorous birds disappear altogether. And local 
people, who use forests for game, building materi-
als and medicines, lose one of their most important 
safety nets.

All this happens when a forest burns for the 
first time. However, the situation is very different 
when forests suffer recurrent fires. Then, fuel from 
previous tree mortality creates a veritable bon-
fire, tinderbox dry under an open canopy. Flame 
heights in these forests often reach the treetops, 
causing the death of almost all remaining trees.

Such a scenario has been likened to “savan-
nization” – but while the resulting scrub and 
sparse trees may share superficial similarities with 
fire-dependent tropical grasslands, they contain 
none of their unique biodiversity or cultural val-
ues. Instead, recurrent wildfires are more likely to 
hasten the Amazon’s transition to a low diversity 
and low carbon ecosystem with a fraction of its 
current social and ecological value.
THE BURNING ISSUE

We know that forest fires are not a natural pro-
cess in Amazonia, so why are so many fires hap-
pening now? Unfortunately, it is not yet clear ex-
actly what has been burning – satellites detecting 
active fires and smoke are imprecise guides, and 
we will only get greater clarity when burn scars 
are accurately mapped across all land uses. But the 
current increase is likely to be a mix of three differ-
ent fire types.

Some of the fires are related to a recent spike in 
deforestation, when the cut vegetation is burned to 
create cattle ranches and support land claims. Oth-
ers will be agricultural burns, when fires are used 
in rotational agriculture or to clear encroaching 
scrub from existing pasture.

Alarmingly, and even though this dry season 
is considered normal, there is evidence that these 
intentional fires have led to wildfires in standing 
forests, including in indigenous reserves.

Addressing these fires is complex as many of 
the activities are illegal or politically motivated. 
For example, there was a marked increase in fire 
detection during the recent “day of fire”, and log-
gers or land speculators have previously been 
implicated in causing wildfires in indigenous re-
serves. Furthermore, it is important to separate 
these illegal fires from the small-scale slash-and-
burn agriculture used by Amazonia’s traditional 
and indigenous people. Although these fires can 

escape into forests, they are also essential for 
maintaining the livelihoods of some of the Ama-
zon’s poorest people.

When fires do enter the forest, they can be 
fought with low-tech approaches such as fire 
breaks. Yet effective combat remains rare, and in 
most cases help is either delayed or fails to ar-
rive at all.

Under Jair Bolsonaro, Brazil’s president, funds 
for the Brazilian environmental protection agency 
IBAMA have been cut by 95%. This has resulted in 
a R$17.5m reduction in funds for fire fighting that 
have been exacerbated by the loss of an Amazon 
Fund from Norway and Germany.
ADDRESSING foREST flAmmABIlITY

Reducing wildfires requires going beyond 
addressing the ignition sources and fighting the 
flames themselves, and also encouraging actions 
that limit forest flammability. Tackling deforesta-
tion remains key as it exposes forest edges to the 
hotter and drier microclimate of agricultural land, 
and contributes to regional reductions inrainfall.

Selective logging also plays a key role in mak-
ing tropical forests more flammable. Walking in 
a selectively logged forest in the dry season, you 
feel the sun’s heat directly on your face and the 
leaf litter crackles and crunches underfoot. In con-
trast, unlogged primary forests are a shadier world 
where the leaf litter remains moist. Fire preven-
tion needs to be a key condition of long-term for-
est stewardship. This will only work if widespread 
illegal logging is effectively controlled, as cheaper 
timber undermines the viability of best-practice 
forest management.

Finally, climate change itself is making dry sea-
sons longer and forests more flammable. Increased 
temperatures are also resulting in more frequent 
tropical forest fires in non-drought years. And cli-
mate change may also be driving the increasing 
frequency and intensity of climate anomalies, such 
as El Niño events that affect fire season intensity 
across Amazonia.

Addressing these challenges requires integrat-
ed national and global actions, collaboration be-
tween scientists and policy makers, and long-term 
funding – approaches that the current Brazilian ad-
ministration seems intent on destroying.

[Jos Barlow is Professor of Conservation 
Science, Lancaster University; Alexander C. 

Lees is Senior Lecturer in Conservation Biology, 
Manchester Metropolitan University]
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HoRTICUlTURE AND CASH CRoPS DEVEloP-
mENT DEPARTmENT

GoVERNmENT of SIKKIm
No: 460/Hccd/Engg                Date: 21.08.2019

NoTICE INVITING APPlICATIoNS foR SUBSIDY foR 
VARIoUS SCHEmES UNDER mIDH 2019-20.

Applications are invited from interested individuals/ SHG’s, FPO’s and other 
agro-based industries/firms etc. for availing assistance under various compo-
nents of Integrated Post Harvest Management and Establishment of Marketing 
Infrastructure under HMNEH (MIDH) 2019-20.
The applications should be addressed to the Mission Director, Horticulture & 
Cash Crop Development Department, Government of Sikkim and should clearly 
mention the component he/she is applying for. All the application should reach 
the Office of the Joint Director (Horticulture), of concerned district by 31st August 
2019. This is a back ended subsidy program under Horticulture & Cash Crop De-
velopment, Government of Sikkim, and is open to locals of Sikkimese origin only.
The details of the various components, eligibility criteria can be accessed in the 
websites www.sikkim.gov.in, www.sikkimagrisnet.org and sikkim-horti.org. The 
following time schedule given below shall be adhered to:

1. Last Date for submis-
sion of Application

30th September 2019.

2. Address for submission 
of Application and De-
tailed Project proposal.

Office of the Joint Director, Horticulture
East (Gangtok) / North (Mangan),/ 
South (Namchi)/ West (Geyzing).

Sd/-
Director, Horticulture

Horticulture & C.C.D. Deptt
Govt of Sikkim

Krishi Bhawan, Tadong
Tadong- 737102

R.o. No. 156/IPR/Pub/Class/19-20 
Date: 21.8.19 

RAKCHA RANA

I came across him during fieldwork. 
He hails from Suldung West Sikkim, 

and his name is Karna Bahadur Thapa 
[Mangar] and is now 75 years old. I’m 
really fascinated by how he projects his 
life, his journey, his experiences, his at-
titude towards different scenarios. That 
is something I want to learn and that’s 
something we call rooted to the ground, 
something we rarely get to see in this 
21st century. Whenever I go for field-
work I prefer to stay at his home. He is 
a Mangar’s priest, “Bhusal.” He is bless-
ed with a good family which includes 
his beautiful wife, Durga Maya Mangar, 
who is 70, and four sons. His elder two 
sons are married and have children of 
their own now. All four sons are em-
ployed and Karna Bahadur and Durga 
Maya live contented, enjoying the role 
of happy grandparents. 

When I went on my first fieldwork 
assignment, I was nervous and even 
scared, never having heard about the 
place, but when I reached Suldung, I 
soon started becoming familiar with 
the place and the people and found my 
comfort zone. The smell of food being 
cooked in the kitchen, his stories, the 
setting of the village, they were all ap-
pealing and now I feel it has become my 
second home.

Karna Bahadur Thapa is a Mangar 
Bhusal as I told it before, so my re-
search topic is related to rituals and 
requires me to spend time with him 
and  get to see a different perspective 
of life through his eyes. Whenever I sit 
back to listen his stories, I am trans-
ported to a different world. His stories 

are like fairytales, a black & white mov-
ie, a bedtime story, a flash back into his 
memories, stories I have never heard 
before. That said, these might be stories 
for me and you, but for him this is his 
life’s journey, a journey through which 
his hair has greyed, his eyes now need 
glasses to read and his straight back is 
developing a slouch.

He taught me patience, how to be a 
good listener, how to observe the sur-

roundings. He speaks in a mild voice, 
sometime he talks out of topic and 
sometimes, in the middle of a discus-
sion, he starts to show me something… 
“Nani lai yo kura yaad cha?”

I think all these are the factors which 
make fieldwork necessary because they 
teach us so much more. Sometimes, if 
some villagers come by in the middle of 
or conversation, he talks to them in Man-
gar language and then translates for my 
benefit. He used to take me to ritual per-
formances wherever he was called. I was 
like his companion. He would always 
ask me, “Bholi tyo ghar ma bolako cha, 
tapai jannu hunne?” [have been called 

to that house, would you want to come 
along?] And my answer was always, 
“Hajur janchu ni bholi behan kati baji?” 
[Yes please, I  would like to go. What 
time?] And the next morning, we both 
would walk to that house.

His stories always offered me a 
glimpse into a time and environment 
which I have not experienced. For me, he 
was like a time machine because when-
ever he spoke about his life, I would start 
visualising the scene and  even have a 
background score. 

He told me that he reached Darjeel-
ing bazaar on foot carrying a big “doko” 
and enjoyed eating “tossroti” there for 
the first time. He said, “Tyeti bella tah 
hami gundre bazaar bhanthiyo” [At that 
time we used to call Darjeeling Gundre 
bazaar]. 

The fact that they would walk such 
long distances at the time was something 
difficult for me to imagine, spoilt as we 

are by ease of  travel and taxis nowadays.. 
In his talks about Sikkim, he would 

always mention that back then, Sik-
kim was all covered by dense for-
ests and they used to cut firewood, 
plough the field with buffaloes. He 
showed me the upper side of his 
house where there was a small path-
way, the route taken by those work-
ing on the fields who would some-
times drop in for tea and a chat. 
Sometimes they would also bring 
in gifts of vegetables or pulses they 
had grown in their own fields. These 
appeared to be scenes I had watched in 
Nepali movies. 

He said that he and his wife are 
growing older by the day and worries 
who will look after the fields later. He 
rues that there are no buffaloes to hire 
anymore and its becoming more and 
more difficult to hire help for the fields 
since no one wants to stay in the village 
and everyone is running to private or 
government jobs. 

Earlier, people lived off sustainable 
farming, their farms taking care of their 
needs. Something his wife said really 
touched me. She said, “Ailey bazaar ma 
basne haru ly po kisim kisim ko sabji, 
daal, chamal khancha, hami basti ma 
basne ly po khannu chorekocha k gar-
nu barima kaam garnu koi mandaina” 
[Those who live in market areas need 
a variety of vegetables, pulses and rice, 
and the villagers are leaving for the 
cities to eat these varieties and no one 
wants to work in the fields.]

He also talks about the time of the 
Chogyals, that era when Sikkim used to 
have a king when it was all about king 
rule, king’s ownership. He also talks 
about the construction of STNM Hospi-
tal in Gangtok. 

Whenever he talks about his life, 
his eyes start to sparkle, his expression 
changes, his gestures become more an-
imated, he smiles more, his excitement, 
his soft voice grows become louder. 
And then the energy picks up and I  can 
feel his emotions. 

He keeps busy with household 
chores, and since he is recognized as a 
Bhusal, he has those responsibilities as 
well. I see him as more than an infor-
mant but as a friend and a well-wisher. 
He calls me “nani” and I all him “boi” 
which mean father in a Mangar lan-
guage and his wife I call “moi” [mother]. 

An anthropologist is recognised as 
a good storyteller but in my case he is 
the storyteller I’m just playing the role 
of a mediator. His stories are oral his-
tory for the academic field, but for him 
these stories are his life, so because of 
him these stories still exist and history 
is still alive. Listening to his stories, I 
consider myself fortunate.

[the writer is a Research 
Scholar, Sikkim University]

history lives in the 
stories of Karna 
Bahadur thapa

Over 5k children abandon edu in mica mines of 
J’khand, Bihar; some now child labourers: Survey

UzmI ATHAR
New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI): 
Over 5,000 children in the age 
group of six to 14 years have 
abandoned education in mica 
mining districts of Jharkhand 
and Bihar, and a section of 
them have started working as 
labourers to supplement their 
family income, according to a 
government survey.

The survey was conducted 
by the National Commission 
for Protection of Child Rights 
(NCPCR) after a report by 
Terre Des Hommes, an inter-
national development agency 
working in India, revealed last 
year that more than 22,000 
children are employed as child 
labourers in the mica mining 
areas of Jharkhand and Bihar.

In a report based on the 

survey, the NCPCR said it has 
observed that a section of chil-
dren in the mica mining areas 
are deprived of opportunities 
and have started working as 
labourers to supplement their 
family income. The survey 
was conducted in the districts 
of Koderma and Giridih in 
Jharkhand and Nawada district 
in Bihar. “As per the survey, 
there are 4,545 children in the 
age group of six to 14 years in 
the area of Jharkhand reported 
as not attending school,” the 
NCPCR said.

The survey on ‘education & 
well-being of children in mica 
mining areas of Jharkhand and 
Bihar’ found that 649 children 
in the same age group were re-
ported as not attending school 
in Nawada district of Bihar. 

The reasons for not attending 
school included lack of aspira-
tion, lack of interest and also 
cases of collecting mica scraps, 
according to the survey. It also 
found that children in the age 
group of six to 14 years in 45 
habitations of Koderma, 40 
habitations of Giridih and 15 
habitations of Nawada go for 
mica scraps collection.

Officials say selling mica 
scraps is the main means of 
livelihood for many families in 
these areas. “Several families 
do not see the benefit of send-
ing their children to schools 
and instead prefer them work-
ing in collecting and selling 
mica scraps,” an official said. 
India is one 
of the world’s 
largest pro-

ducers of mica, with Jharkhand 
and Bihar being the main mica 
producing states in the coun-
try. Mica is used in various sec-
tors, including buildings and 
electronics, and even in cos-
metics and paint production.

The objectives of the survey 
conducted by the NCPCR were 
to find out the educational sta-
tus of children in the mica min-
ing areas, number of children 
who are not attending school, 
whether children are involved 
in collecting mica scraps, if vo-
cational trainings are provid-
ed to the adolescents, and the 
presence of NGOs in the areas. 
The commission gave out a set 
of recommendations based on 

its findings. It said the supply 
chain of the mica mining and 
industry should be made free 
of child labour. “No child to be 
engaged in any part of the mica 
mining process and collecting 
scraps. NGOs/development 
agencies should work with the 
local and district administration 
as well as with the industries to 
chalk out a strategy to make the 
supply chain of mica mining free 
of child labour,” the NCPCR said.

It said strict action should 
be taken against buyers of mica 
scraps from children, and said a 
special drive to abolish child la-
bour in the mica mining areas of 
Jharkhand and Bihar should be 
carried out by the administration.  

Banned party drugs 
worth Rs 400 crore 
seized in Manipur
Imphal, Aug 25 (PTI): In one of the largest 
drug seizures in Manipur, the police have seized 
banned party drugs worth Rs 400 crore in the 
international market from Thoubal district, a se-
nior police officer said on Sunday.

Acting on a tip-off, a police team with a help 
of local civil associations detained a mini truck at 
Phoudel Keirambi Makha area of Thoubal district 
on Saturday, Superintendent of Police, Thoubal, S 
Ibomcha Singh said.

The seized truck was brought to the Thou-
bal police station. During search of the truck the 
police recovered 40 lakh contraband amphet-
amine-based World is Yours (WY) tablets, popu-
lary known as party drug, valued at Rs 400 crore 
in the international market, the SP said.

“The red-coloured tablets were kept con-
cealed underneath carpets in the mini truck,” 
Singh said, adding that the drugs were smuggled 
in from Myanmar.

The truck driver Md Hussain was arrested. 
Based on the information provided by Hussain 
police arrested a Myanmarese national Kyaw 
Kyaw Naing from Imphal Airport and two other 
persons, he said.

Naing is suspected to be an international 
drug dealer, police said.

The police had earlier bused busted a hero-
in manufacturing factory and seized 183 kg of 
drugs worth over Rs 160 crore in international 
market from Moijing Awang Leikai area of Thou-
bal district on August 17.

In June this year, the police had busted a sim-
ilar drug manufacturing unit at Lilong Turel area 
of Thoubal district and had seized 111 kg of her-
oin and brown sugar worth Rs 100 crore in the 
international market.

Coming out of closet is 
better than hiding my 
relationship: Dutee
PHIlEm DIPAK SINGH
New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI): The first Indian athlete 
to confess to same-sex relationship, sprinter Dutee 
Chand says “coming out of the closet” was better 
than “hiding” her personal life from the public.

A person of strong will who does not allow 
her parents to come in the way of her relation-
ship, Dutee made headlines in May when she 
made public her relationship with a woman from 
her village in Odisha. Her family objected to the 
relationship and her older sister even threatened 
to disown her, but Dutee was unmoved, express-
ing her desire to settle down with the woman.

“There is no pressure on me at the moment 
because of my personal life, especially since I 
have come out of the closet. In fact, I used to feel 
pressured and scared when I was in hiding,” the 
23-year-old Dutee told PTI in an interview.

“After speaking up (about her relationship), 
a lot of people have shown support and appre-
ciated my efforts and that really makes me feel 
good,” she added. Dutee again made headlines 
when she became the first Indian woman track 
and field athlete to clinch a gold in the World Uni-
versity Games last month by winning the 100m 
dash in a time of 11.32 seconds.

She is now set to run in the National In-
ter-State Championships, beginning on Tues-
day in Lucknow in a bid to qualify for the World 
Championships, to be held in Doha next month.

“I will take part in the National Inter-State 
and I can assure you that you will see a lot of im-
provement in my timing,” said the India’s fastest 
woman who holds the 100m national record of 
11.26 seconds. The World Championships quali-
fying timing is 11.24 seconds.

Recently, she was to run in a couple of races 
in Europe but could not do so due to some “tech-
nical” problems.

She said her aim is to make a mark in the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics, for which she is yet to qualify. 
The women’s 100m Olympic qualification stan-
dard is 11.15 seconds.

“It is the dream of every athlete to qualify and 
compete in the Olympics and I am no different. I 
would definitely like to win medals and laurels 
for my country and my preparations for it are in 
full swing,” she said.

“While there is a difference between my best 
timing and the Olympic qualifying timing at pres-
ent, I am working really hard to cross that. “My 
training schedule is pretty tough at the moment 
and I am sure I will definitely qualify for the 
Olympics this time,” said Dutee who won a sil-
ver each in 100m and 200m at the 2018 Asian 
Games. Recently Dutee signed up with global 
sports company PUMA to support her by provid-
ing custom-made performance gear. She joins a 
host of top Indian and international sports stars 
to be roped in by PUMA.

“It feels great to be associated with PUMA. 
I am sure my association with a big brand like 
PUMA is really going to help me in the long run. 
In fact they are designing new training shoes es-
pecially for me and I am really excited about it.

“Definitely. It is a big relief and I can see that I 
will get a lot of help in form of training kit and gear 
too which is great,” said Dutee who has been strug-
gling for funds to train and run races abroad.
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Guardiola hopes for impact 
from wounded Mendy

manchester, Aug 25 
(AfP): Pep Guardiola 
believes Manchester 
City left-back Benjamin 
Mendy can still make 
a strong contribution 
for the Premier League 
champions, but only 
as long as he wins his 
on-going fitness battles.

The 25-year-old 
French international has 
had a disappointing time 
with last season’s domes-
tic treble winners, start-
ing just 14 league games 
in 25 months since sign-
ing for $63.8 million 
from Monaco.

Mendy has been ham-
pered by a series of in-
juries but has also been 
criticised on occasions 
by City manager Guar-
diola for his approach 
to rehabilitating after 
those problems.

However, Guardiola 
has been encouraged by 
the manner in which the 
defender recuperated 
from his latest knee inju-
ry at City’s medical base 
in Barcelona.

“If Benjamin is fit he 
will have success. He has 
a special quality,” Guardi-
ola said.

“I am happy, but I 
don’t want to say too 
much. But I am satisfied 
because it has been two 
weeks and his recovery 
after training has been 

good. He doesn’t feel any 
pain and that is good.

“These kinds of trau-
matic injuries are a bit 
unlucky. One after anoth-
er. He couldn’t take the 
rhythm for even half sea-
son or a long time. That 
is a concern but he’s now 
training good.

“The people from 
Barcelona are telling me 
that he is working in-
credible like an animal 
and hopefully he can 

maintain that because it 
is not about one day or 
one week, it is about ev-
ery day doing that.”

Mendy returned to 
training with City’s first 
team squad this week, 
but is well short of 
match fitness and won’t 
feature at Bournemouth 
on Sunday.
- PRolIfIC foRm -

Oleksandr Zinchen-
ko has emerged as City’s 
first-choice left-back, 

having successfully con-
verted from a midfield 
position, while $60-mil-
lion signing Joao Cancelo, 
mainly a right-back, can 
play on the left.

Guardiola will hope 
England forward Ra-
heem Sterling can main-
tain his prolific form at 
Bournemouth after start-
ing the season with five 
goals in City’s opening 
three fixtures.

Including the final 

game of last season, 
Sterling has scored sev-
en times in his last four 
City matches.

“He’s a better player 
than when we first ar-
rived but it’s all his cred-
it, desire to be better,” 
Guardiola said.

“Every player is good 
when understanding 
what we want to do as a 
group and after his de-
sire to be better and to 
improve his skills. I think 

he has incredible recep-
tion to our talks, like when 
(coach) Mikel (Arteta) or 
myself talk with him.

“That’s nice when 
they don’t get that feeling 
like: ‘oh why is he always 
pushing or criticising 
me’. That how he im-
proved, he’s open, from 
the day when we arrive 
more than three seasons 
ago and that’s why he is 
becoming one incredible, 
exceptional player.

“After that his physi-
cality -- so he plays every 
three days, no injuries, 
he runs a lot -- he is so 
strong, so it’s good.”

Sterling returns to 
Bournemouth almost ex-
actly two years to the day 
after scoring a memora-
ble 96th-minute winning 
goal for City at the start 
of a run that saw City win 
18 consecutive league 
games on their way to 
taking the title.

“Sometimes in the 
beginning of the season 
there are moments that 
are important for the 
mood, rhythm,” Guardio-
la said.

“I remember we came 
from a draw with Everton 
and you know what hap-
pens with the rumours 
and talk and the doubts 
in the minds of the play-
ers -- it was so important 
that goal, definitely.

Book to detail ‘rise and 
fall’ of India’s diamond 

mogul Nirav Modi

New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI): 
The story of the fugitive 
diamantaire Nirav Modi 
will fill the pages of an 
upcoming book, “Flawed: 
The Rise and Fall of In-
dia’s Diamond Mogul 
Nirav Modi”.

Hitting the stands 
on August 31, the book 
written by journalist-au-
thor Pavan C Lall will laid 
bare details of one of the 
India’s biggest financial 
scandals and profile the 
man allegedly behind it.

Modi, 48, current-
ly lodged in a prison in 
London, is wanted in 
India in connection with 
the nearly USD 2 billion 
Punjab National Bank 
(PNB) fraud.

“It traces Nirav Mo-
di’s early years and his 
roots in the business to 
his association with his 
uncle Mehul Choksi and 
the phenomenal suc-
cess he achieved till his 
taste for the high life led 
to circumstances that 
are any entrepreneur’s 
worst nightmare,” 
said publishing house 
Hachette in a statement.

Based on personal 
encounters, incisive in-
terviews and meticulous 
research, the book claims 
to “expose the incredible 
twists and turns of the 
Nirav Modi story”.

A third-generation 
diamantaire, Modi, 
moved from Belgium 
to India and with time 
became an astute busi-
nessman whose firm 
grip over an interconti-
nental supply chain saw 
his branded jewellery 

stores dotting not just 
every Indian metropolis 
but also marquee loca-
tions in foreign lands 
like London, New York 
and Hong Kong.

Modi’s diamond-en-
crusted designs were 
worn by stars like Kate 
Winslet, Rosie Hun-
tington-Whiteley and 
Naomi Watts, while 
the Bollywood star 
Priyanka Chopra-Jonas 
appeared in advertise-
ments for the brand.

According to Forbes, 
Wharton-dropout Nirav 
Modi has a net worth of 
1.73 billion. He is said to 
have learned the tricks 
of the trade from his 
maternal uncle Mehul 
Choksi, the CMD popu-
lar jewellery brand Gi-
tanjali Gems, who has 
been in Antigua since 
the allegations emerged, 
is also wanted by the In-
dian authorities. “As the 
Nirav Modi saga com-
plete with his arrest on 
international soil, re-
jected bail pleas, extra-
dition theatrics and the 
frenzied pursuit of dia-
mond-trading minutiae 
by investigative agencies 
across three nations con-
tinues to make headlines.

“...’Flawed’ recounts in 
close, compelling detail 
the rise of a global player 
and his equally dramatic 
fall. Arresting and reve-
latory, it raises indis-
pensable questions 
about how one man’s 
drive to succeed at all 
costs can jeopardize 
an entire ecosystem,” 
they added.

Good pitches key to Test cricket’s 
revival, says Tendulkar

mumbai, Aug 25 (PTI): 
Test cricket can be 
pleasing to the eye if 
it is played on good 
pitches, batting great 
Sachin Tendulkar said 
on Sunday, terming the 
22-yard strip the longest 
format’s “heart” and key 
to its revival.

To support his point, 
Tendulkar cited, as ex-
ample, the surface used 
for the Ashes Test at 
Lord’s last week, which 
saw a fierce contest be-
tween Steve Smith and 
Jofra Archer.

“The heart of Test 
cricket is the kind of sur-
face that you play on. If 
you provide good pitch-
es, cricket cannot be 
boring, cricket cannot 
be damp, and (there will 
always) be those excit-
ing moments, exciting 
bowling spells, great 
batting and that is what 
people want to see,” Ten-
dulkar said.

He was speaking on 
the sidelines of Mumbai 
Half Marathon.

Tendulkar felt the 
duel between Archer 
and Smith, which includ-
ed a nasty bouncer that 

felled the Australian ace, 
got viewers hooked and 
made Test cricket thrill-
ing to watch.

“Smith got injured 
unfortunately, that was 
a big blow to him but 
Test cricket was exciting 
when Jofra Archer chal-
lenged him, it sudden-
ly became exciting and 
the focus shifted to Test 
cricket.

He added: “At Lord’s 
they lost almost a day and 
half, but the Test match 
got exciting even on the 
last day when England 
picked those wickets and 
Australia had to survive. 
Test cricket suddenly be-
came exciting and that is 
how it should be.”

After the ODI World 
Cup, teams have turned 
their focus on the maid-
en World Test Champi-
onships, which started 
with Australia taking on 
England in the Ashes.

“People almost kind 
of forgot that four-five 
weeks ago, there was 
World Cup being played 
in England, nobody is 
talking about that, every-
one is talking about Test 
cricket,” the legendary 

batsman said. Tendulkar, 
who has played 200 Tests 
and amassed 15921 runs, 
emphasised the need 
to prepare “interesting 
tracks” to revive interest 
in the longest format.

“I think Test cricket is 
going to revive if we pro-
duce interesting tracks, 
but if the tracks are 
flat and dead then Test 
cricket is going to find 
its challenges.

“I know this Test 
World Championship 
has been announced but 
even to have this World 
Championship, you got to 
make cricket interesting, 
just by having another 
championship, cricket is 
not going to get interest-
ing,” he said.

Tendulkar, who is 
the highest run-getter 
in Test cricket, stressed 
on the art of leaving and 
defending the ball while 
heaping praise on Aus-
tralian batsman Marnus 
Labuchange, who came 
in to the team after Smith 
was ruled out.

“I have been watching 
a little bit of Ashes and 
I thought someone like 
Marnus Labuschagne has 

left the ball brilliantly, 
which is something that 
you don’t get to see in 
Test cricket.

“Normally you tend to 
glide those balls to third 
man and pick a single. 
But the kind of surfaces 
they are playing on, if 
you steer the ball you go 
to the dressing room.

“You need to leave 
those balls or defend 
solidly. And the guys 
who have not been able 
to do that, they have 
been watching the game 
from the dressing room,” 
he said.

Meanwhile, on the 
half-marathon, Ten-
dulkar said that it has 
grown in numbers over 
the years.

“The response has 
been incredible, when 
we started there were 
6,000 participants and 
today we ahave 20,000 
which is a huge number. 
This movement has gath-
ered momentum.

“The combination of 
physical fitness and men-
tal fitness is important. 
Once you have that bal-
ance the results follow, 
that is what our target is.”

Two-time Slam finalist 
Anderson out of US Open

New York, Aug 25 (AfP): 
Two-time Grand Slam 
finalist Kevin Anderson 
withdrew from the US 
Open on Saturday due to 
a right knee injury.

The 33-year-old 
South African lost the 
2017 final at Flushing 
Meadows to Rafael Nadal 
and finished runner-up 
to Novak Djokovic last 
year at Wimbledon.

Anderson’s place in 
the draw will go to Italian 
lucky loser Paolo Loren-
zi, the US Tennis Associ-
ation announced.

World number 17 
Anderson has not played 
since his third-round exit 
at Wimbledon last month. 
Injury ruled him out of the 
recent hardcourt events at 
Washington, Montreal and 
Cincinnati.

Sardar Sarovar Dam water level 
rises, mP village set to vanish

Indore, Aug 25 (PTI): 
A village in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Dhar district 
has begun submerging 
as the level of the back-
water of neighbouring 
Gujarat’s Sardar Sarovar 
Dam started rising over 
the past fortnight due to 
heavy rains.

On Sunday, the back-
water level rose to 133 
metres, 6.5 metres above 
the danger mark, leav-
ing thousands of trees, 
large chunk of agricul-
tural land and human 
settlements in Nisarpur, 
about 180 kilometres 
from here, on the brink 
of going under, an senior 
official said.

A backwater is part 
of a river in which there 
is almost no current and 
gets created after the 
natural flow of the river 
is obstructed due to con-
struction of dams as well 
as natural causes like 
vegetation.

The village, two cen-
turies old, has a popu-
lation of around 10,000 
and several of them have 
moist eyes as they see ev-
erything that was part of 
their lives start to fold up 
as the water level rises 
unrelentingly.

It is located on the 
banks of the Uri Baghini 
river and water released 
from the Sardar Sarovar 
Dam over the past 20 
days had caused the river 
level to rise continuously, 
Devendra Kumar Kam-
dar, a leader of the dam’s 
affected people and pres-
ident of a local traders 
union, told PTI.

“On Sunday, level of 
Sardar Sarovar Dam’s 
backwater, located about 
four kilometres from Ni-
sarpur, reached 133 me-
tres, which is 6.5 metres 
above the danger mark,” 
an official from Madhya 
Pradesh government’s 
Narmada Valley Develop-
ment Authority (NVDA) 

told PTI.
“After heavy rain, 

water is being released 
from dams built on Nar-
mada and its tributaries, 
including Uri Baghini.

The water level near 
Nisarpur is rising rap-
idly,” the NVDA official 
added.

Kamdar informed 
that around half the vil-
lages in the vicinity have 
been evacuated, claiming 
that the situation also 
highlighted the irregular-
ities and discrepancies in 
the government’s com-
pensation distribution 
mechanism and the re-
settlement of displaced.

An official on condi-
tion of anonymity con-
tended that several peo-
ple continued to stay in 
Nisarpur despite getting 
compensation and being 
asked to shift.

The administration 
has asked people to leave 
as soon as possible as the 
water level rises by the 
hour, an official said, add-
ing that the state govern-
ment had set up a perma-
nent rehabilitation site 
as well as temporary tin-
sheds for the displaced.

Vehicles were being 
arranged for the people 
to shift household items, 
he added.

Residents rue mar-
kets, temples, mosques, 
crematoria, and other 
sites that have been part 
of their lives for years 
now are slowly begin-
ning to disappear.

“These are the plac-
es I grew up in, playing 
with my friends. Maybe 
the water level will come 
down during summer 
but Nisarpur will never 
be the same again due 
to large scale migration,” 
said a tearful Yash Pati-
dar.

Patidar had a 
two-wheeler showroom 
in Nisarpur which he re-
cently vacated.
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Brazilian troops begin deploying 
to fight Amazon fires

Rio de Janeiro, Aug 25 
(AP): Backed by military 
aircraft, Brazilian troops 
on Saturday were de-
ploying in the Amazon 
to fight fires that have 
swept the region and 
prompted anti-govern-
ment protests as well as 
an international outcry.

President Jair Bolson-
aro also tried to temper 
global concern, saying 
that previously deforest-
ed areas had burned and 
that intact rainforest was 
spared. Even so, the fires 
were likely to be urgently 
discussed at a summit of 
the Group of Seven leaders 
in France this weekend.

Some 44,000 troops 
will be available for “un-
precedented” operations 
to put out the fires, and 
forces are heading to 
six Brazilian states that 
asked for federal help, 
Defense Minister Fernan-
do Azevedo said.

The states are Ror-
aima, Rondonia, Tocan-
tins, Para, Acre and Mato 
Grosso.

The military’s first 
mission will be carried 
out by 700 troops around 
Porto Velho, capital of 
Rondonia, Azevedo said. 
The military will use two 
C-130 Hercules aircraft 
capable of dumping up to 
12,000 liters (3,170 gal-
lons) of water on fires, he 

said. An Associated Press 
journalist flying over the 
Porto Velho region Sat-
urday morning report-
ed hazy conditions and 
low visibility.

On Friday, the report-
er saw many already de-
forested areas that were 
burned, apparently by 
people clearing farm-
land, as well as a large 
column of smoke billow-
ing from one fire.

The municipality 
of Nova Santa Helena 
in Brazil’s Mato Grosso 
state was also hard-hit. 
Trucks were seen driving 
along a highway Friday 
as fires blazed and em-
bers smoldered in adja-
cent fields.

The Brazilian military 
operations came after 
widespread criticism of 
Bolsonaro’s handling of 
the crisis. On Friday, the 
president authorized the 
armed forces to put out 
fires, saying he is com-
mitted to protecting the 
Amazon region.

Azevedo, the defense 
minister, noted U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s 
offer in a tweet to help 
Brazil fight the fires, and 
said there had been no 
further contact on the 
matter. Despite interna-
tional concern, Bolsona-
ro told reporters on Sat-
urday that the situation 

was returning to normal. 
He said he was “speak-
ing to everyone” about 
the problem, including 
Trump, Spanish Prime 
Minister Pedro S nchez 
and several Latin Ameri-
can leaders.

Bolsonaro had de-
scribed rainforest pro-
tections as an obstacle 
to Brazil’s economic 
development, sparring 
with critics who say the 
Amazon absorbs vast 
amounts of greenhouse 
gasses and is crucial for 
efforts to contain climate 
change.

The Amazon fires 
have become a global is-
sue, escalating tensions 
between Brazil and Eu-

ropean countries who 
believe Bolsonaro has 
neglected commitments 
to protect biodiversity. 
Protesters gathered out-
side Brazilian diplomat-
ic missions in European 
and Latin American cit-
ies Friday, and demon-
strators also marched in 
Brazil.

“The planet’s lungs 
are on fire. Let’s save 
them!” read a sign at a 
protest outside Brazil’s 
embassy in Mexico City.

The dispute spilled 
into the economic are-
na when French lead-
er Emmanuel Macron 
threatened to block a 
European Union trade 
deal with Brazil and sev-

eral other South Ameri-
can countries. “First we 
need to help Brazil and 
other countries put out 
these fires,” Macron said 
Saturday. The goal is to 
“preserve this forest that 
we all need because it is 
a treasure of our biodi-
versity and our climate 
thanks to the oxygen 
that it emits and thanks 
to the carbon it absorbs,” 
he said.

In a weekly video 
message released Satur-
day, German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel said the 
Group of Seven leaders 
“cannot be silent” and 
should discuss how to 
help extinguish the fires.

Bolivia has also strug-

gled to contain fires that 
swept through woods 
and fields. A U.S.-based 
aircraft, the B747-400 
SuperTanker, is flying 
over devastated areas in 
Bolivia to help put out 
the blazes and protect 
forests. On Saturday, sev-
eral helicopters along 
with police, military 
troops, firefighters and 
volunteers on the ground 
worked to extinguish 
fires in Bolivia’s Chiqui-
tan a region, where the 
woods are dry at this 
time of year. Farmers 
commonly set fires in 
this season to clear land 
for crops or livestock, but 
sometimes the blazes get 
out of control. The Bo-

livian government says 
9,530 square kilometers 
(3680 square miles) have 
been burned this year.

The government of 
Bolivian President Evo 
Morales has backed the 
increased cultivation of 
crops for biofuel produc-
tion, raising questions 
about whether the policy 
opened the way to in-
creased burning.

Similarly, Bolsona-
ro had said he wants to 
convert land for cattle 
pastures and soybean 
farms. Brazilian prose-
cutors are investigating 
whether lax enforce-
ment of environmental 
regulations may have 
contributed to the surge 
in the number of fires.

Brazil’s justice min-
istry also said federal 
police will deploy in fire 
zones to assist other 
state agencies and com-
bat “illegal deforesta-
tion.” Fires are common 
in Brazil in the annual 
dry season, but they are 
much more widespread 
this year.

Brazilian state ex-
perts reported nearly 
77,000 wildfires across 
the country so far this 
year, up 85 per cent over 
the same period in 2018.

More than half of 
those fires occurred in 
the Amazon region.

Police, protesters skirmish 
in Hong Kong after march

Hong Kong, Aug 25 
(AP): Police were skir-
mishing with protesters 
in Hong Kong for a sec-
ond straight day on Sun-
day following a pro-de-
mocracy march in an 
outlying district.

While a large crowd 
rallied in a nearby 
park, another group of 
protesters took over a 
main street, building 
barricades with traffic 
barriers and cones and 
strewing bamboo poles 
on the pavement.

After hoisting warn-
ing flags, police used tear 
gas to try to disperse 
the crowd. Protesters 
responded by throwing 
bricks and other objects 
toward the police, leav-
ing the space in between 
them strewn with bricks.

Prior to the skirmish-
es, tens of thousands of 
umbrella-carrying pro-
testers marched in the 
rain in Hong Kong’s latest 
pro-democracy demon-

stration. The march in 
an outlying community 
in Hong Kong’s New Ter-
ritories started near the 
Kwai Fong rail station, 
which has become a fo-
cal point of protesters 
after police used tear gas 
in the station earlier this 
month. Police with riot 
gear could be seen mov-
ing into position along 
the march route.

Protesters have tak-
en to the semiautono-
mous Chinese territory’s 
streets for more than 
two months. Their de-
mands include demo-
cratic elections and an 
investigation into police 
use of force to quell the 
protests.

A large group clashed 
with police on Saturday 
after a march in the Kow-
loon Bay neighborhood, 
building barricades 
and setting fires in the 
streets. Police said they 
arrested 29 people, rang-
ing from 17 to 52 years 

old, for various offens-
es, including unlawful 
assembly, possession of 
offensive weapons and 
assaulting police officers.

The clashes, while 
not as prolonged or vi-
olent as some earlier 
ones, ended a brief lull 
in the violence. The pro-
tests had turned largely 
peaceful the previous 
weekend, after weeks of 
escalating violence.

In nearby Macao, an-
other Chinese territory, 
a pro-Beijing committee 
chose a businessman as 
the gambling hub’s next 
leader with little of the 
controversy surround-
ing the government in 
Hong Kong.

Ho Iat-seng, running 
unopposed, will succeed 
current leader Chui Sai-
on in December. Asked 
about the protests in 
Hong Kong, the 62-year-
old Ho said they would 
end eventually, like a ma-
jor typhoon. 

N Korea tests new ‘super-large’ 
multiple rocket launcher

NASA 
investigating 
first crime 
committed in 
space: report
Washington, Aug 25 
(AfP): US space agen-
cy NASA is investigating 
what may be the first 
crime committed in out-
er space, The New York 
Times reported Saturday.

Astronaut Anne 
McClain is accused of 
identity theft and im-
properly accessing her 
estranged wife’s private 
financial records while 
on a sixth-month mis-
sion aboard the Inter-
national Space Station 
(ISS), the Times said.

The astronaut’s 
spouse Summer Worden 
filed a complaint earlier 
this year with the Fed-
eral Trade Commission 
after learning McClain 
had accessed her bank 
account without per-
mission, while Worden’s 
family filed another with 
NASA’s Office of Inspec-
tor General, according to 
the newspaper.

McClain’s lawyer said 
the astronaut had done 
nothing wrong and ac-
cessed the bank records 
while aboard the ISS in 
order to monitor the cou-
ple’s combined financ-
es -- something she had 
done over the course of 
their relationship, the 
Times reported.

NASA investigators 
have contacted both 
women, according to the 
newspaper.

McClain, who re-
turned to Earth in June, 
gained fame for be-
ing one of two women 
picked for a historic 
all-female spacewalk, 
but NASA scrapped the 
planned walk in March 
due to a lack of well-fit-
ting spacesuits, sparking 
accusations of sexism.

Worden said the FTC 
has not responded to 
the identity theft report, 
but that an investigator 
specializing in criminal 
cases with NASA’s Office 
of Inspector General has 
been looking into the 
accusation, according to 
the Times.

Man dies under 
mysterious 
circumstances 
in police 
custody in UP
Amethi (UP), Aug 25 
(PTI): A 35-year-old 
man, who was arrested 
on the charges of theft, 
died under mysterious 
circumstances in police 
custody here on Sunday, 
an official said.

Ram Avtar Pasi, 35, 
was arrested by a patrol 
team Saturday night and 
he died in the custody at 
Inhauna outpost in the 
early hours of Sunday, 
Superintendent of Police 
(SP) Khyati Garg said.

Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police Tiloi Ra-
jkumar Singh has been 
asked to investigate the 
matter, she added.

Garg said the body 
has been sent for 
post-mortem.

The exact cause 
of Pasi’s death will be 
ascertained once the 
post-mortem report is 
out, she added.

Seoul, Aug 25 (AP): North 
Korea said Sunday leader 
Kim Jong Un supervised 
the test-firing of a “new-
ly developed super-large 
multiple rocket launch-
er,” another demonstra-
tion of its expanding 
weapons arsenal appar-
ently aimed at increas-
ing its leverage ahead of 
a possible resumption of 
nuclear talks with the US.

The North’s Korean 
Central News Agency 
said Saturday’s weapons 
test was successful and 
cited Kim as saying the 
rocket launcher is “in-
deed a great weapon.”

Kim underscored the 
need to “continue to step 
up the development of 
Korean-style strategic 
and tactical weapons for 
resolutely frustrating the 
ever-mounting military 
threats and pressure 
offensive of the hostile 
forces,” according to the 
KCNA.

The “hostile forc-
es” likely referred to 
the United States and 
South Korea, whose 
recently ended regular 
military drills infuri-
ated North Korea. The 
North has called the 

drills an invasion re-
hearsal and conducted a 
slew of missile and rock-
et tests in response.

Some experts said 
North Korea aims to 
show off its weapons to 
try to get an upper hand 
ahead of a possible re-
start of nuclear nego-
tiations, which remain 
largely stalemated since 
the second summit be-
tween President Don-
ald Trump and Kim in 
Vietnam in February fell 
apart due to squabbling 
over US-led sanctions on 
North Korea. The two 
leaders met again at the 
Korean border in late 
June and agreed to re-
sume talks.

Trump downplayed 
the latest launch, saying 
“Kim Jong Un has been, 
you know, pretty straight 
with me. ... He likes test-
ing missiles but we never 
restricted short-range 
missiles.

We’ll see what hap-
pens.” South Korea’s 
military said North Ko-
rea fired two suspected 
short-range ballistic mis-
siles off its east coast on 
Saturday morning and 
that they flew about 380 

kilometers (236 miles) at 
the maximum altitude of 
97 kilometers (60 miles).

It was the seventh 
known weapons test 
by North Korea in 
about a month.

North Korea has 
been pushing to devel-
op powerful multiple 
rocket launch systems, 
whose projectiles resem-
ble short-range missiles, 
some experts said.

On August 1, North 
Korea said it tested a 
large-caliber multiple 
rocket guided system, 
a day after South Ko-
rea said the North fired 
two short-range ballistic 
missiles.

Most of the North 
Korean weapons test-
ed in recent weeks have 
shown short-range flight 
distances. This suggested 
North Korea still doesn’t 
intend to lift its self-im-
posed moratorium on 
nuclear and long-range 
missile tests, which 
would certainly derail 
the negotiations with 
Washington.

The latest North Ko-
rean launches came two 
days after South Korea 
said it would terminate 

its intelligence-sharing 
deal with Japan amid 
trade disputes between 
the U.S. allies. Washing-
ton expressed its disap-
pointment at the South 
Korean decision.

In a development that 
could possibly further 
complicate ties between 
Seoul and Tokyo, South 
Korea’s navy on Sunday 
began two-day exercises 
on and around a group 
of islets controlled by 
South Korea but also 
claimed by Japan. Ja-
pan’s Foreign Ministry 
issued a statement say-
ing the islets belong 
to Japan and called the 
drills “unacceptable.”

South Korean navy 
officers said the drills 
are the first of two regu-
lar exercises held every 
year near the islets called 
Dokdo in Korean and 
Takeshima in Japanese.

They said the drills 
involve aircraft land-
ing on the islets and 
warships maneuvering 
nearby. Local media said 
South Korea originally 
planned the first drills in 
June, but delayed them 
in consideration of rela-
tions with Japan.
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X1 IS DARK AND SEDUCTIVE IN DEBUT TEASER: 
With their debut just around the corner, K-pop boy group X1, formed 
through the idol reality programme, Produce X 101 has finally 
showed fans a sneak peek of what’s to come. On 21 August, the 
group released their mini-album concept trailer titled Quantum Leap 
in the lead up to their debut which is scheduled for 27 August. The 
group consists of 11 members in total, namely Kim Yo-Han, Kim Woo-
Seok, Han Seung-Woo, Song Hyeong-Jun, Cho Seung-Youn, Son Dong-
Pyo, Lee Han-Gyul, Nam Do-Hyon, Cha Jun-Ho, Kang Min-Hee and Lee 
Eun-Sang.
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Aries: “Fool me once, shame on you. 
Fool me twice, shame on me,” said Amer-
ican singer, B B King. When that toxic ex 
shows up at your doorstep with the inten-
tion of reclaiming their place in your life, 
you know exactly what you need to do, 
Aries. Don’t feel bad about being twice as 
assertive this time around. If you’re the one 
struggling with letting go, watch your need 
for codependency. The time to kiss goodbye 
to your demons is now.
Tip: Let go.
TAurus: The ebb and flow of the emo-
tional world could get the better of you to-
day. Clear your head, Taurus. Make a con-
scious effort to come back to yourself. This 
will help you understand whether you are 
operating from a space of paranoia or in-
ner knowledge. Remember, somebody who 
loves you will be happy to hold your hand 
and put your fears to rest.
Tip: Watch your fears.
Gemini: One step forward, two steps 
backwards. Aren’t you getting tired of your 
little dance? Gemini, light a candle, con-
nect with your spirit guides, and journal the 

thoughts that are floating around in your mon-
key mind. This will help you decipher the 
subconscious patterns that are keeping you 
from experiencing love in its fullest form.
Tip: Break up with your demons.
CAnCer: There’s a term for people who 
prefer blaming circumstances for what’s 
wrong, rather than taking responsibility for 
their lives. Don’t play victim, Cancer. You 
know what exactly how to break free from 
the vicious cycle you have found yourself 
in. First things first, speak up. Let your side 
of the story be known. In this case, nothing 
can be achieved by maintaining silence.
Tip: Speak up for yourself.
Leo: Let’s get down to business, Leo. 
What are the rules of this engagement? 
What is the kind of commitment you de-
sire from your beloved? Don’t be afraid of 
straight talk, especially if you want to take 
things to the next level. On the upside, to-
day could bring joyous tidings with itself. 
You or somebody close to your heart is get-
ting ready to tie the knot soon.
Tip: It’s time to be truthful with the other.
VirGo: This phase of your togetherness 

requires a greater degree of commitment. 
Move beyond the textbook definition of the 
word, and see how you can support each other 
in every single way. Sometimes, this means 
saying ‘I’ve got your back’ as they fulfil their 
dreams in the material reality. They may or 
may not be able to communicate with you in a 
manner that you’re used to through the course 
of the day. What matters is that they still want 
to come back home to you.
Tip: Support each other’s dreams.
LibrA: ‘Where is everybody going to and 
what’s the rush anyway?’ You find yourself 
wondering as you sip on that cup of seneri-
tea. Embrace the joy of being in the pres-
ent—a place of harmony and love. If you’ve 
gone through hell and back as far as your 
relationships are concerned, trust that hope 
and healing are on their way to you.
Tip: Everything is exactly how it should be.
sCorpio: Ask yourself this as you sit 
in silence: do they really want to be a part 
of your life, and what are they doing to con-
sciously align themselves themselves with 
this intention? If their actions don’t match 
their words, you know you’ve got a prob-

lem, Scorpio. What the cards are warning you 
about: pushing against the flow. Redirect your 
energy towards self-growth instead.
Tip: Beware of pushing against the flow.
sAGiTTArius: It’s okay to put your 
phone on flight mode and forget about the 
rest of the world. It’s okay to disengage 
from conversations because you need to fo-
cus on your own growth. It”s okay to allow 
yourself to just ‘be’ in a world that’s con-
stantly asking you to run. Let silence and 
solitude be your operative words, Sagittari-
us. Spend some time meditating (preferably 
in nature) to take the Zen levels up a notch.
Tip: Sometimes you just have to allow 
yourself to ‘be’.
CApriCorn: Life is too short to be in 
‘may be’ and ‘let’s see’ territory. If you like it, 
you want to put a ring on it, and scream from 
the rooftops about how much in love you are. 
What’s life without a little bit of drama, any-
way? Feeling the feels but not ready to com-
mit yet? Let things progress organically. Take 
your time to get to know each other. What the 
Universe wants you to keep in mind: there are 
good people in this world.

Tip: Love with all your heart.
AquArius: How deep is your love? 
Aquarius, look for actions, not words. This 
will give you a clear insight into their will-
ingness to commit for the long haul. Could 
you be fighting off a 10/10 lover because of 
somebody who let you down in the past? 
Kiss your demons goodbye. Be aware of 
how you’re sabotaging your own growth. 
”It’s not the sensation of joy that we fear, of 
course, it’s actually the fear of losing it or 
the fear of never feeling it again.” A Brene 
Brown quote to help you stay woke on your 
soulmate journey.
Tip: This could be for the long haul.
pisCes: Now here’s some internet wis-
dom to open your heart: “Grant me the 
serenity to accept the things you cannot 
change, courage to change the things I can, 
and the wisdom to know the difference.” Pi-
sces, watch the anger and resentment until 
it dissolves. Come back to that space of pu-
rity within you, that place or unconditional 
love. It is here that you will find the wisdom 
you need to forgive your past.
Tip: Love and only love.

technology helped Bear grylls 
understand hindi in ‘man Vs wild’, says pm

New Delhi, Aug 25 (PTI): How did 
Bear Grylls converse with Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in the special epi-
sode of ‘Man Vs Wild’ when the famed 
adventurer and survivalist does not un-
derstand Hindi? -- This was 
the question several people 
have been pondering about 
after watching the show.

Modi gave out the “secret” 
on Sunday in his monthly ra-
dio broadcast ‘Mann ki Baat’. 
He said technology was used 
extensively in the conversa-
tion between the two in the 
Jim Corbett National Park.

“Whenever I spoke, it was 
instantly translated into En-
glish. Bear Grylls had a small 
cordless instrument in his 
ear. So I used to speak in Hin-
di and he heard it in English... 
the communication became 
very easy. This is an amazing 
aspect about technology,” the 
prime minister explained.

He said, with some hesitation, peo-
ple do ask him as to how could Grylls 
understand Hindi.

“Was the episode edited later? How 
many times did the shooting happen for 

this episode and how it happened? They 
ask with great curiosity...There is no se-
cret in this. Many people have this ques-
tion in their minds, so I will unravel this 
secret. In a way it is no secret at all the 

reality is that technology was used ex-
tensively in my conversation with Bear 
Grylls,” Modi said.

After the show’s broadcast, a large 
number of people have been discussing 
about the Jim Corbett National Park, he 

said. “You must also visit sites associat-
ed with nature and wildlife and animals. 
As I have said before, and I emphasise, 
that you must visit the northeast in your 
lifetime,” he said.

Walking through the wild and taking 
a ride on a cold river in a makeshift boat 
were some of the things that Modi put 
up with as he teamed up with Grylls to 
promote causes close to his heart -- con-
servation of nature and cleanliness.

‘Bard of Blood’ explores gender 
dynamics, fear: sobhita dhulipala

‘Black panther’ 
sequel coming 

in 2022, ryan 
coogler returning 

as director
Anaheim (California), Aug 24 
(PTI): Marvel Studios has an-
nounced that a sequel to its bil-
lion-dollar blockbuster “Black Pan-
ther” will hit the cinema screens 
on May 6, 2022. Ryan Coogler, 
who helmed the first movie, is re-
turning for the second chapter in 
the Chadwick Boseman-fronted 
superhero saga as the writer-di-
rector. Marvel Studios president 
Kevin Feige and Coogler made the 
announcement at Disney’s D23 
Expo here on Saturday.

Feige said the sequel would 
be part of Phase 5 of the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe. After Coogler 
came out on stage, Feige asked the 
director whether he was ready to 
reveal the title or the opening of 
the film but he did not budge, say-
ing it was too soon to reveal any-
thing other than the release date. 
“We are really hard at work on it. 
Trying to give you guys something 
special. A lot of people are excited 
about it... We really want this to 
be nice,” Coogler said. “Black Pan-
ther” was Marvel’s first movie to 
be led by a virtually all-black cast. 
Besides Boseman, the film also 
featured Michael B.

Jordan, Lupita Nyong’o, Da-
nai Gurira, Daniel Kaluuya, Leti-
tia Wright, Winston Duke, Ange-
la Bassett, Forest Whitaker, Mar-
tin Freeman and Andy Serkis.

While the film received over-
whelmingly positive reviews, 
it was equally successful at the 
global box office, earning over 
USD 1.34 billion. “Black Pan-
ther” was also the first Marvel 
superhero movie to be nominat-
ed for the best picture Academy 
Award and to win the best origi-
nal score Oscar.

Designers show satirical 
streak at LFW W/F 2019

RADHIKA SHARmA
mumbai, Aug 25 (PTI): Sobhita Dhuli-
pala says her upcoming series “Bard of 
Blood” deals with the themes of gender 
dynamics and fear. The seven-episode 
Netflix India Original, based on Bi-
lal Siddiqi’s bestselling book of the 
same name, also features Emraan 
Hashmi, Vineet Singh and Jaideep 
Ahlawat. It has been produced by su-
perstar Shah Rukh Khan through his 
banner Red Chillies Entertainment.

Sobhita, who plays an Indian in-
telligence officers in the series, said 
the show has “political undertones” 
but views the field agents from a hu-
man lens.

“This show explores gender dy-
namics and fear. All these subjects 
like agents and Taliban, we consume 
them in cinema, books or news. 
But we forget they are have beating 
hearts, they sweat, they get scared, 
etc. “So when you come down to it, 
there these three people who are so 
hard to be strong in the face of fear. 
It’s a very human story. It has polit-
ical undertones. There’s a historical 
angle attached to it and the conflict, 
and I thought it was a very interesting 
script,” the actor told PTI in an interview 
on the sidelines of the Lakme Fashion 
Week Winter/Festive.

Sobhita said this is the first time she 
did action and it made her realise how ar-
tistes can end up limiting themselves. The 
series starts streaming on September 27.

“I was surprised that not only was I 
pretty decent at doing action but also en-
joyed it. It made me realise how as an ac-
tor you decide that ‘this is who I am, this 
is my definition’. “And suddenly you are 
cast in a show like this and put in a dif-
ferent situation. You suddenly feel ‘I won’t 
belong here’ but I was thriving in this en-
vironment,” she said.

The actor, who received both critical 
acclaim and breakout success with Am-
azon series “Made in Heaven”, said she 
can’t wait to find out what the wedding 
planner duo, Tara and Karan (played by 

Arjun Mathur) will do next.
According to Sobhita, the directors 

and writers have kept the script of the 
upcoming season two “far away” from all 
the actors. “The first season ended at the 

place where the show could witness many 
possibilities. I am curious to find out how 
Karan and Tara became so close, how she 
is so non-judgemental and what happens 
to them now? How risk taking are they 
going to be? I’m quite curious to find out.”

The actor said the shooting is expect-
ed to begin soon.

Sobhita on Saturday walked the ramp 
with a coordinated look in a jacket by 
Bloni, baggy chocolate brown trousers by 
SWGT and painted T-shirt by Salita Nanda 
as a part of ‘The Platform’ programme by 
smartwater. Talking about her ensemble, 
the actor said all three designers are sto-
rytellers in their right and they did a great 
job at it. “These are three designers who 
have very distinct aesthetics. When put 
together, the garment created is some-
thing so eccentric, which is a pleasant 
surprise. It is also something that I would 
like wear,” she added.

mumbai, Aug 25 (PTI): Up-and-coming fashion 
designers used satire as a method to the creative 
madness in their latest collections, calling for 
more social awareness among the masses. Sahib 
Dang and Sunayana Sahni of Esse and Anurag 
Gupta presented their latest collections at the 
20th edition of the Lakme Fashion Week Winter/
Festive 2019 on Saturday. Esse launched their 
line, titled ‘Isn’t it ironic’, which was a extension 
of the label’s pre-fall collection, called 
‘Why so offended’. The show opened 
with acrobatic dancer Chow En Lai 
Phukan’s mesmerising performance 
in high heels on the unplugged cover 
of The Police’s hit “Roxanne”.

Sahib said the concept behind 
performance was that the heels were 
created primarily for men in the 
18th century. “Over the years, wom-
en took them over,” he told report-
ers. Chow said he made sure what he 
delivered was not merely dance. “I 
wanted to create a vibe here that the 
moment I look at the audience they 
should feel uncomfortable that they 
understand that we are not there in a 
space where we accept things.

“I started as a performer but 
when I ended, in my head, the per-
formance had transformed into a 
beautiful movie,” the former “Dance 
India Dance” contestant said.

Sahib said the main aim of the show was 
to bring social awareness. “It’s a satire on the 
existing social order and how people perceive 
things. Our aim is to connect with audience. 
Everyone is aware of the social issues but no-
body is ready to talk or do about it. We want 
people to know more about their surround-
ings,” he added. The fabrics used in the range 
were textured denim, organza, tulle, camo 
prints and 3D thread work like Dabka.

Monochrome tones dominated the show 

but shades of mustard, olive green, powder 
blue and rust were also spotted. Anurag’s 
collection, “A True Story” drew inspiration from a 
novel of the same name, written by Syrian satarist 
Lusian of Samusata in second century AD.

The book is regarded as a tongue-in-cheek 
satire against authors who tell incredible tales. 
Some consider the novel as the earliest known 
work of science fiction. The designer said as a 

brand they are often influenced by paintings 
and art works, adding all the narratives in the 
novel’s story are depicted in the form of embroi-
dery, knits and layers in the collection.

“We also tried to revive a 12th century 
technique, called bobbin lace technique to 
finish our edges instead of cutting and stitch-
ing. We collaborated with Numero Uno as an 
initiative to define our brand’s philosophy to 
recycle and reuse to create new look,” he said.

“We used old stock unused denims to cre-
ate new jackets and trousers, etc,” he added.


