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No covid deaths in Sikkim since 18 Nov
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 29 Nov:

The Sunday slowdown 
in testing resulted in 

only 129 samples being 
screened for Covid in the 
past 24 hours in the State 
from which five samples 
returned positive, giv-
ing Sikkim a daily test 
positivity rate of 3.90%. 
What is genuinely more 
reassuring is that Sikkim 
has not seen any Covid 
death since 18 Novem-
ber and the toll contin-
ues to hold at 403 even as 
nearly 91% of the State’s 
adult population is now 
fully vaccinated against 
the virus with 4,67,595 
of the State’s 5,24,267 
adult population having 
received both shots of 
Covishield.

All five cases were re-
corded in East district.

Significantly, al-
though under 18 year 

olds have been testing 
positive, none of them 
appears to be coming 
down too severely with 
the virus since none of 
them is currently in hos-
pital. 

For instance, as per 
the Daily Report of Co-

vid-19 in Sikkim released 
by the Integrated Dis-
ease Surveillance Pro-
gramme of the Health 
Department, of the 121 
active cases of Covid in 
the State, 106, which 
includes all the under 
18 year olds who have 

tested positive, are on 
their way to recovery un-
der home isolation. This 
would suggest that they 
are all either asymptom-
atic or only mildly symp-
tomatic.

It is also worth men-
tioning here that 11 of 

the 17 new cases re-
ported in Sikkim a day 
earlier of Saturday had 
come West Sikkim – all 
11 either students or staff 
of JNV Rohtak. While in-
fections were always ex-
pected with the reopening 

turn to pg02

Benefits distributed to 
Bengthang Pacheykhani farmers

Gangtok, 29 Nov (IPR): Farmer's 
awareness cum benefit distribution 
programme under Rhenock constitu-
ency was held today at Bengthang-
Pacheykhani, East Sikkim.

Jointly organized by Agriculture, 
Horticulture and Animal Husbandry 
Departments, the programme was at-
tended by Minister,LokNath Sharma as 
the chief guest and MLA 19-Rhenock 
Constituency BishnuKhatiwara as a 
guest of honour.

During the programme, the chief 
guest and other dignitaries distributed 
various agricultural aids and tokens, 
as well as credit incentives. The items 
distributed included power tiller, chaff 
cutter, power weeder, and brush cutter. 
The items distributed under the Hor-
ticulture Department included Power 
Tiller, Chaff Cutter, Power Sprayer, Pow-
er Weeder, Bush Cutter, Mini Rice Tools, 
Gardening Hand Tools, Spice Grinder, 
Bulk Milk cooler, Milk measuring ma-
chine and other equipment.

Similarly, tokens for sheep and 
goats from the Animal Husbandry De-
partment were also distributed.

Minister, Agriculture, Horticulture 
and Animal Husbandry Departments, 
LokNath Sharma, in his address urged 
the people of the area to develop inter-
est in the agricultural sector. He urged 
the people to be positive and embrace 
the unlimited opportunities and incen-
tives provided by the Government.

The Minister highlighted the 
'MukhyaMantriKrishiAtmanirbharYo-
jana' which provides handsome incen-
tives to the farmers. It is an honour of 
the Government to the farming commu-
nity, he stated.

The Minister also spoke about the 
incentive for pig farming, cattle rearing, 
dairy farming, and fish farming.

He stressed on the success of the 
'development through credit' pro-
gramme of the Government.

Minister Mr Sharma spoke exten-
sively about the activities and schemes 
of the Agriculture, Horticulture and An-
imal Husbandry Departments.

Minister applauded the activities 
carried out by the farmers and to form 
a cluster in each district and to apply 
newly introduced technology to set an 
example for the encouragement of the 
farmers. He also asked departmental 
officials to be more responsible and ac-
countable to provide available services 

in coordination of farmers and also 
urged farmers to be more determined 
to practice agriculture.

The Minister announced that ter-
race farming and Aquaponics food pro-
duction system will soon be started in 
Sikkim which will benefit urban dwell-
ers at large. He also declared to provide 
10 tanks for fish to the villagers. Fur-
ther, he urged the farmers to remain in-
formed about the existing programmes 
of the state government.

Secretary, Agriculture Department, 
RinzingChewangBhutia, in his address, 
highlighted the key initiatives and in-
centives of the Department. He urged 
the beneficiaries to make the most of 
the agricultural tools and incentives 
provided by the Department.

He also enlightened about the PM 
KISAN Scheme and informed that 
beneficiaries are already availing the 
scheme. He also spoke about the PM 
FasalBimaYojana.

He further said that the focus of the 
Government had been to attract the youth 
of the State towards the agriculture and al-
lied sector and help them reap the benefits.

Commissioner-cum-Secretary, Hor-
ticulture Department,YashodaBhandari 
in her deliberation highlighted the ac-
tivities of the Department, especially 
with regard to the incentives. She said 
that the Government has prepared a 
system to aid the people to benefit from 
the Horticulture sector. Officers of the 
Department are committed to provide 
all the necessary support. She further 
said that Agriculture, Horticulture, and 
Animal Husbandry are the basic services 
which continued even during the pan-
demic induced lock-down period. She 
urged the people of the Pacheykhani to 
make the most of the opportunities pro-
vided by the Government.

The programme was also addressed 
by Area MLA 19-Rhenock, Bishnu K. 
Khatiwara.

The programme was also addressed 
by Secretary AH&VS, Dr. Sangay D. 
Bhutia, SE, Agriculture, BijoyThapa, 
A.L.D.M. SBI, Mahesh Subba and Senior 
Bank Manager, BOI,  Santosh Kumar.

Meanwhile the programme was 
also addressed by Additional Director 
(East), Agriculture Department, Bina-
Rai who said that the Department is 
committed to work in close coordina-
tion with the farming community.
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Sikkim begins Senior Women's 
National Football Championship 

campaign on strong note
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 29 Nov: 

Sikkim made a promis-
ing start at the on-go-

ing Hero Senior Women's 
National Football Cham-
pionship today, downing 
Jammu & Kashmir 5-0.

Playing their first 
match of the tournament 
at the EMS Corporation 
Stadium at Kozhikode, 
Kerala, SujuHangmaLim-
boo contributed a hat-
trick, while KarishmaRai 
and Nim Riki Sherpa 
scored one goal each.

Sikkim Football As-
sociation details that 
the first half ended with 

Sikkim 3-0 ahead and 
scored two more goals 
in the second half. Su-
juHangmaLimboo has 
been adjudged the Player 
of the Match.

Sikkim is placed in 
group-Ewith Jammu 
& Kashmir, Arunachal 
Pradesh and Maharashtra. 
The state team has Pusp-
aGurung as the coach, An-
uradhanChettri as man-
ager and SonamChoden 
Bhutia a Physiotherapist. 

Sikkim will next take 
on Arunachal Pradesh on 
01 December and play its 
last match against Maha-
rashtra on 03 December. 

Sgtba interim prez appeals for exec 
body elections to be postponed

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 29 Nov: 

Sikkim Gurung [Tamu] Buddhist 
Association [SGTBA] interim presi-

dent, LaxumanGurung,has appealed 
to the election commission of the as-
sociation formed to conduct elections-
for a new body of the SGTBA, to post-
pone the election to the second week 
of January to ensure the participation 
of every member of Gurung commu-
nity of Sikkim in the process. 

He explained that not every 
member of the community will be 
able to participate in the elections 
on its appointed date of 12 Decem-
ber since it clashes with final exami-
nations of students and preparation 
for upcoming state-level TamuLo-
char celebrations. 

The ideal date to ensure wider 
participation will be the second 
week of January next year instead of 
the present date of 12 December.

It is informed that a meeting of 

the association held on 06 February 
earlier this year had decided to hold 
the election on 12 December and 
had formed an independent election 
commission led by KB Gurung as the 
election commissioner.  

Addressing a press conference 
here today, MrGurunginformed that 
the election commissioner and his 
team have been working hard in all 
the districts to conduct the elections. 

“However, on the basis of sugges-
tions we have been receiving from the 
people, we would like to request the 
election commission to postpone the 
election from 12 December to the sec-
ond week of January,” he urged.

He added that the state-level cel-
ebration of TamuLochar to be held 
on 27 and 28 December at Chuba-
Perbing under Namthang constitu-
ency in South District would also 
keep people busy and affect partici-
pation in the elections it was held on 
the 12th. 

Supreme Court to hear plea for 
probe panel into Tripura violence

New Delhi, 29 Nov [PTI]: The Su-
preme Court on Monday agreed to hear 
a plea of an advocate seeking an inde-
pendent probe into the recent "com-
munal riots" in Tripura and the alleged 
complicity and inaction of the state po-
lice in it.

A bench of Justices DY Chandrachud 
and AS Bopanna issued notice to the Cen-
tre and the state government and sought 
their response within two weeks.

Advocate PrashantBhushan, ap-
pearing for petitioner EtheshamHash-
mi, said that they want an independent 
probe into the “recent communal riots 
and investigation into the alleged com-
plicity of police in it".

“There are several cases related to 
Tripura before the court. Few lawyers, 
who went on fact finding missions, 
were served with notices. UAPA charg-
es were slapped on journalists. Police 
did not register a single FIR in the cases 
of violence. We want all this to be inves-
tigated by an independent panel moni-
tored by the court”, Mr Bhushan said.

The bench said it is issuing notice 
to the parties and listed the matter af-
ter two weeks. It directed that copy be 
served to the central agency and stand-

ing counsel for Tripura.
The north-eastern state recently 

witnessed incidents of arson, looting 
and violence after reports emerged 
from Bangladesh that Hindu minorities 
there had been attacked during ‘Durga 
Puja' on allegations of blasphemy.

The plea by Mr Hashmi has alleged 
that police authorities were hand in glove 
with the perpetrators and not a single ar-
rest was made with respect to the rioters, 
responsible for vandalism and arson.

It said that police and state authori-
ties instead of attempting to stop the 
violence kept on claiming that there 
was no communal tension anywhere in 
Tripura and further denied reports of 
any religious structure being set ablaze.

On November 11, the top court 
heard a plea of two advocates and a 
journalist seeking quashing of a crimi-
nal case lodged under the harsh UAPA 
provisions against them for allegedly 
bringing facts through social media 

posts about the “targeted violence” 
against the minority community in Tri-
pura.

These members of the civil society, 
who were part of a fact finding commit-
tee, have also challenged the Constitu-
tional validity of some provisions of the 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 
1967 on the grounds that the definition 
of “unlawful activities” is vague and 
wide and moreover, the statute makes 
grant of bail to accused very difficult.

plan to vaccinate over 44 crore 
children ready, says covidpanel chief
New Delhi, 29 Nov: 
With the emergence of 
new COVID-19 variant 
'Omicron', COVID-19 task 
force chairman Dr NK 
Arora said that a com-
prehensive policy on the 
booster and additional 
doses of COVID-19 vac-
cine will be announced in 
two weeks. He also said 
that a plan has been de-
veloped to vaccinate over 
44 crore children.

"National Technical Ad-
visory Group on Immuni-
sation (NTAGI) is coming 
up with a comprehensive 
policy on the booster and 
additional doses in the next 
two weeks. The policy will 
deal with who will require 
the vaccine, when and how. 
This needs to be seen in the 
context that a new variant 
is coming and with time 
only we will get to know 
more information about it. 
Therefore relevance and 
effectiveness of the current 
vaccines will also become 
apparent with time only," 
said Dr Arora.

"There is a difference 
between booster dose 
and additional dose. A 
booster dose is given in 
a predefined period af-
ter two primary doses. 
Whereas, an additional 
dose is only given to those 

people who have problems 
with their immune func-
tion even after the primary 
doses. If a person's immune 
function is not appropri-
ately built you give them 
an additional dose. So these 
are two different things," he 
added.

On the issue of vac-
cination of Children, Dr 
Arora said, "As I have re-
peatedly been saying that 
children are our most 
important asset and we 
have developed a compre-
hensive plan for immunis-
ing over 44 crore children 
below the age of 18 years. 
A prioritisation process 
is also being built so that 
children with co-morbid-
ities will be given priority 
and healthy children will 
be vaccinated. This plan 
will be made public very 
soon. ZyCoV-D ,Covaxin, 
Corbevax and then mRNA 
vaccine are available for 
children and I will say it 
again that vaccines will 
be available in sufficient 
quantity for children also."

The 'Omicron' variant 
(B.1.1.529), a new vari-
ant of the coronavirus, 
was first reported in Bo-
tswana on November 11, 
2021, and appeared on 
November 14 in South 
Africa. 
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‘chaupal’ with artisans at barfok
Gangtok, 29 Nov (PIB): Handicrafts Ser-
vice Centre Gangtok, organized a Chaupal 
(Interaction Programme with Handi-
crafts Artisans) at Barfok Apparel and 
Garments Making Unit, West Sikkim, es-
tablished under NERTPS (North East Re-
gion Textiles Promotion Scheme), today 
(29 Nov, 2021). 

The purpose was  to aware the Artisans 

of Wood Caving and Carpet / Weaver's 
about the Schemes of O/O the DC ( Handi-
crafts) Ministry of Textiles Govt. of India, 
Pehchan Card(Artisan Identity Card), Mu-
dra Loan, e-Commerce Portal/Gem Portal, 
Handicrafts Helpline Number; discussed 
in the Chaupal. 

Tool kits of Wood Carving also dis-
tributed at the Rinchenpong Office of 

The Directorate of Handicrafts and Han-
dloom, Government of Sikkim, in pres-
ence of Supervisor DHH, JasbahadurTa-
mang, Instructor Wood Carving, MilanGu-
rung. AD (H), Shashikant Gupta, Director 
Echostream, SonamTashiGyalsen, Textiles 
Designer, KanisthaKujur, BasantiGurung, 
SachinChhetri, Trainer, Shankar Roy 
Trainer were also present during Chaupal.

Minister inaugurates 
dental clinic in Mangan 

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
Mangan, 29 Nov:

Minister Roads & 
Bridges department, 

Samdup Lepcha inaugu-
rated DenTal Studio(Your 
Family Dental Care) at 
MNP Complex today.

The Dental Clinic 
Studio will operatefrom 

Monday to Saturday (tim-
ing 9.00am to 7.00pm).
For Sunday there should 
be an appointment.

For more infor-
mation one can call-
contact:8894437069, 
8219430810.Also pres-
ent were MLA Dzongu 
cum Advisor Power 

Deptt, PintsoNamgyal 
Lepcha, Dr Sanjit Tamang 
(Dental Surgeon, BDS), 
Deputy Director(Motor 
vehicle), Tempa Bhutia, 
MEO MNP, Tempo Tashi 
Bhutia, Councilors MNP, 
Officials staff MNP, Gram 
Panchyats of Namok-
Swayem GPU.

Sangha MLA lays foundation stone 
of monastery at Phadamchen

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 29 Nov:

Sangha MLA, Sonam 
Lama, who also holds 

the Ecclesiastical Af-
fairs portfolio, today laid 
the foundation stone 
of a monastery at Pha-
damchen under Lingt-
amPhadamchen GPU of 
Chujachenconstituency 
in East Sikkim. With this, 
a long-pending demand 
of the residents finally 
moved closer to fruition, 
a press communiqué 
from Sikkim Krantikari-
Morcha informs. 

Mr Lama was accom-
panied by Power Minis-
ter MingmaNorbu Sher-
pa as guest of honour 
and Chairperson, STCS, 
Bishnu Kumar Khatiwara 
as special guest. 

In his address, he 
made special mention 
of how the demand for 
a monastery at Phad-
amchenhad remained 
ignored under the previ-
ous government and said 
that under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister PS 
Tamang, the project has 
come through within two 
and a half years of the 

SKM Government.
On his way to Pha-

damchen, the Minister 
stopped over at Tashi-
Chokerling ManiL-
hakhang at Nimachen 
and met with gumpa 
committee and took 
stock of the present sta-
tus. He announced aRs 5 
Lakh grant for the Mani 
Lhakhang.

rotary club distributes  health kits to labourers

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 29 Nov:

Rotary Club of Gang-
tok in association 

with Red Cross Society 

distributed health kits 
today to 120 labourers 
working along NH10. 
The distributionpro-
gram was attended by 

few Rotarians of RC 
Gangtok and Dr RN Deo-
kota along with a few 
others representing Red 
Cross Society.

Sensitization program on 
pmay-g targets in gangtok

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 29 Nov:

Two-day orientation 
programme celebrat-

ing AzaadikaAmritMahot-
sav and AwaasDiwas was 
held on 26 and 29 Nov at 
the conference hall of Ru-
ral Development Depart-
ment, Gangtok, a press 
release informs. 

The main agenda 
of the orientation pro-
gramme was to sensi-
tize blocks on PMAY-G 
targets for FY 2020–21 
and 2021–22 released by 
Ministry of Rural Devel-
opment, Government of 
India for their sanctions 
and implementation.  

The programme 
was attended by Prin-
cipal Secretary, RDD, 
C o m m i s s i o n e r - R D D, 
CS Rao, Project Staff of 
PMAY and Block func-
tionaries of PMAY-G, Dr 
PSenthil Kumar. 

During the program, 
the participants were 
sensitised and oriented 
on the handling of Awaas 
Plus software and also 
on the process of regis-
tration and sanctioning 
of PMAY-G houses in the 
state. Principal Secre-
tary and Commissioner 
in their address encour-
aged the participants to 
work hard for the poor 
and complete all process 
related to sanction and 
construction of PMAY-G 
houses in the state. 

The resource persons 
for the program were 
from Project Team of 
PMAY in RDD consist-
ing of Deputy Secre-
tary, Sisum W Bhutia, 
NareshPradhan, MIS 
and KukulaWangdi, 
State Project Manager 
of PMAY-G. The pro-
gram ended with vote of 
thanks.

190 armed forces personnel 
died of covid-19: govt

New Delhi, Nov 29 
(PTI): A total of 190 per-
sonnel died of COVID-19 
in the armed forces, 
with a maximum of 137 
deaths being reported 
in the Army, the govern-
ment said in the RajyaS-
abha on Monday.

According to the de-
tails provided by Minis-
ter of State for Defence 
Ajay Bhatt, 49 personnel 
died in the Indian Air 
Force and four in the In-
dian Navy.

Replying to a ques-
tion, Bhatt said 45,576 
positive COVID-19 cases 
were reported in the 
Army, while the number 
in the Indian Air Force 
was 14,022 and it was 
7,747 in the Navy. Ac-
cording to the details 
provided by the minister, 
1,311 family members of 
serving Army personnel 
died of COVID-19, while 
the number in the IAF 
was 114.

The number of family 
members of serving Navy 
officials who died of the 
infection was 66. Bhatt 

said the total number of 
cases of death of civilians 
in Army hospitals due to 
COVID-19 was 276.

The minister said 
13,010 positive cases 
of family members of 
serving Army personnel 
contracting the infection 
were reported, while the 
number of relatives of 
serving IAF personnel hit 
by it was 7,380.

A total of 2,211 cases 
of family members of 
the Indian Navy person-
nel being affected by 
COVID-19 were also re-
ported, according to the 
details provided by the 
minister.

"As per extant rules, 
no special compensation 
for deaths occurring due 
to infectious disease is 
provided to the armed 
forces personnel by the 
Ministry of Defence, 
while they are in ser-
vice," Bhatt said.

"However, all such 
cases of death while in 
service are provided 
terminal benefits," he 
added.

Nagaland 
CM to 
discuss Naga 
political issue 
with Home 
Minister
Kohima, 29 Nov [PTI]: 
Nagaland Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio today said 
that he will leave for Del-
hi in the next few days to 
discuss with Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah the 
Naga political issue as 
well as matters pertain-
ing to the opposition-
less United Democratic 
Alliance (UDA) in the 
state.

The chief minister, 
while interacting with 
journalists on the side-
lines of an official pro-
gramme, said that dur-
ing a telephonic conver-
sation, Mr Shah asked 
him to come to Delhi.

"We are in touch 
over the phone. He 
asked me when I can 
come to Delhi to discuss 
the Naga political issue, 
and matters pertaining 
to the alliance and de-
velopment of the state. I 
am planning to go there 
for one-two days in the 
first week of December," 
Mr Rio said.

Earlier, during the 
general conference 
of the National Demo-
cratic Progressive Party 
(NDPP) held on Novem-
ber 23, Rio said that 
Shah has asked him and 
Assam Chief Minister Hi-
mantaBiswaSarma, who 
has also been involved in 
the Naga peace talks with 
the NSCN (IM), to come 
to Delhi.

On reports that the 
Framework Agreement 
between the Centre and 
NSCN (IM) has become a 
roadblock to the 'final so-
lution' of the Naga politi-
cal issue, he said that the 
pact has been signed be-
tween the Government of 
India and the outfit and 
he is not privy to issues 
pertaining to it.

The Centre and the 
NSCN (IM) have been 
holding talks to resolve 
the decades-old Naga po-
litical issue since 1997, 
while the Framework 
Agreement was signed in 
2015 and talks were said 
to have concluded in Oc-
tober 2019.

However, the 'final 
solution' is yet to be 
achieved due to the con-
sistent demand of NSCN 
(IM) for a separate flag 
and constitution of Na-
gas.

Replying to a query 
on granting portfolios to 
the Naga People's Front 
(NPF) after the forma-
tion of the UDA govern-
ment, Mr Rio said, "We 
are holding discussions."

Except for appoint-
ing former chief minister 
TR Zeliang as NPF legis-
lature party leader with 
cabinet status, Rio is yet 
to accommodate any of 
the NPF legislators in his 
ministry.

Maintaining that 
there was no precondi-
tion for the formation of 
the UDA government, he 
said, "Our main reason 
behind coming together 
is the Naga political is-
sue, which is our top-
most agenda."

Asked about the de-
mand of RengmaNagas to 
upgrade Tseminyu sub-
division of Kohima into 
a full-fledged district, Rio 
said that around 9-10 
groups are demanding it, 
and the government has 
constituted a committee 
to study the feasibility 
and is waiting for its 
report.

12 opposition mps suspended 
for "violent behaviour" 
in previous session

of schools and lifting of most Covid rules, what is 
reassuring in the present case is that most of these 
infections are clearly mild. There is no Covid patient 
currently admitted at District Hospital, Gyalshing, in 
West Sikkim. In West district meanwhile, there are 33 
Covid patients in home isolation.

Namchi District Hospital has only one Covid pa-
tient admitted there and there is no Covid patient ad-
mitted in Mangan District Hospital.

STNM Hospital continues to carry a bulk of Covid 
patient load and has 11 patients in its Covid ward, two 
of whom are in ICU.

CRH-Tadong has three patients in its Covid ward, 
one of whom is in ICU.

The IDSP report further informs that 11 Covid pa-
tients were discharged from home isolation yesterday 
after making full recoveries and that Sikkim’s current 
recovery rate stands at 98.4%.

No vaccination was undertaken yesterday. 

No covid deaths...

Later, Under the KrishiWahanYojana one Tata trip-
per, one utility and one van were flagged off by the 
Minister and other dignitaries.

The SHGs of the constituency offered a Token of 
appreciation to Minister L.N. Sharma.

The welcome address was delivered by Joint Di-
rector, Agriculture Department, Dr. TilakGhatani.

The programme had the presence of Chairman 
Housing, Karma TashiBhutia, Chairman SCCS,Santosh 
Kumar Pradhan, Zilla and Gram Panchayat Members, 
BDO Pakyong, BDO Rhenock, senior officers of the De-
partments, beneficiaries and local gentry.

Benefits distributed...

New Delhi, 29 Nov [NDTV]: Twelve opposition MPs 
from RajyaSabha have been suspended from parlia-
ment's Winter Session for the shocking violence on 
the last day of the Monsoon Session. The opposition 
has condemned the suspension, saying it is against 
the rules. The suspension motion said the MPs had 
willingly committed "unprecedented acts of miscon-
duct, contemptuous, violent and unruly behaviour 
and intentional attacks on the security personnel".

The list of suspended MPs includes Shiv 
Sena'sPriyankaChaturvedi and Anil Desai, Trinamool 
Congress's DolaSen and Shanta Chhetri CPM's Elama-
ram Kareem and six Congress leaders.

In a joint statement, the opposition said the sus-
pension was "unwarranted and undemocratic" and 
that the floor leaders of the parties will have a strat-
egy meet tomorrow.  The letter, however, was not 
signed by the Trinamool Congress, which is skipping 
today's opposition meet as well.

There is no precedent on action being taken 
against MPs for their doings in a previous session. 
The Rule 256, under which they have been suspend-
ed, says an MP can be suspended "for a period not ex-
ceeding the remainder of the session".

Pointing out the rule, RashtriyaJanata Dal's Manoj 
Jha said if the suspension is not withdrawn the oppo-
sition will boycott the whole of Winter Session.

The chaotic Monsoon session – where the govern-
ment and the opposition were at loggerheads over 
demands to discuss the Pegasus spyware issue -- had 
concluded on August 11 amid shocking violence and 
allegations of manhandling of women.

The house had erupted as the General Insurance 
Business (Nationalisation) Amendment Bill was 
passed despite demands to refer it to a select commit-
tee.  CCTV footage of the proceedings showed opposi-
tion members jostling security personnel inside the 
RajyaSabha. MPs armed with black flags were seen 
climbing tables and scattering files and documents.

While the government accused the opposition of 
manhandling women marshals, the opposition, in a 
joint statement, alleged that outsiders were "brought 
in to manhandle opposition leaders and members, in-
cluding women MPs".

The government also denied opposition claims 
of "outsiders" being brought in and the matter was 
finally referred to a special committee of MPs for in-
vestigation. The Congress, however, distanced itself 
from any committee, saying an investigation would 
comprise an attempt to bully MPs into silence.

The security report from the RajyaSabha said one 
MP mahandled and "severely choked the neck of a 
male marshal and dragged him in order to break the 
security cordon". It also said a woman marshal was 
"pulled and dragged" by women MPs and assaulted in 
the Well of the House.
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iN THE CourT oF THE DTriCT JuDGE, 
EaST SiKKiM aT GaNGToK

Ref No. 70 DJ(E)           Date: 10.11.2021
Civil Execution Case No. 02 of 2020

(Ghanashyam sharma v. Yognidhi Nirola)
NOTICE TO sHOW CAUsE WHY ORDER FOR AT-

TACHMENT sHOULD NOT IssUE
(O.XXI.R.16)
To,
Yognidhi Nirola  (Judgement Debtor)
S/o Somdutta Nirola,
Assistant Professor, 
sikkim Government College, Burtuk
East sikkim
P.O. Pakyong , Amba. P.O. & P.s.  Pakyong , East sikkim
A/P Manbir Colony, Burtuk , P.O. & P.S.  Gangtok, East Sikkim.

WHEREAs, the Decree Holder named above has made an application to this 
Court for execution of Decree in Money suit No. 272 of 2018  (Ghanashyam 
sharma  Plantiff  v. Yognidhi Nirola, Defendant) by way of attachment of your 
salary . AND WHEREAs, you have failed to appear before the Court on several 
dates and also failed to satisfy the decreetal amount.

You are hereby directed to appear before the Court on 22.12.2021 at 10 o’ 
clock in the forenoon and to show-cause as to why an order for attachment of 
your salary should not be passed in execution of the above decree.

Given under my hand and the seal of the Court , this the 11th day of Novem-
ber , 2021.

Sd/-
(Prajwal Khatiwada)

District Judge
East Sikkim at Gangtok. 

BEFORE THE LEARNED OATH COMMIs-
sIONER, EAsT sIKKIM AT 

GANGTOK 
 

aFFiDaviT 

I, resident Ram Bahadur subba, son of Late Hem 
Karna subba, of suhim Portico, Upper sichey, P.0. 
P.s Gangtok, sadar, East sikkim declare on oath as 
follows:- 
1. That my Original Parcha bearing Khatiyan No. 

117, plot no.57/98/177, with an area of 0.03 acres 
situated at Pioneer Reserve, Gangtok Revenue Cir-
cle, East sikkim has been actually lost.

2.That for the purpose of my bon-
afide use, the Revenue Officer, 
Gangtok, East sikkim has issued the 
duplicate parcha of the above mentioned plot 
number in my name.

3. That this affidavit is made bonafide and I sign this 
affidavit on this the 22nd day of November,2021 
at Gangtok, East sikkim.

DEpoNENT

CrH Manipal Cares Multi-
speciality polyclinic launched

GaNGToK, 25 Nov 
(ipr): 

The CRH Manipal 
Cares Multi-speciality 

Polyclinic, Pharmacy and 
Wellness Centre was of-
ficially launched today in 
a press conference held 
at the conference hall of 
sikkim Manipal Institute 
of Medical sciences, sik-
kim Manipal University 
in 5th Mile, Tadong.

The conference was 
chaired by Vice Chan-
cellor, sikkim Manipal 
University, Lt. Gen. (Dr) 
Rajan s. Grewal, AVsM, 
VsM, and Medical super-
intendent, CRH, Dr. Yo-
gesh Verma, along with 
Officiating Dean, SMIMS, 
Dr. sudip Dutta, Registrar, 
sMU, Dr. Karma sonam 
sherpa, Director, Direc-
torate of Research, sMU, 
Dr. Bidita Khandelwal, 
Professor, surgery, Dr. 
Kumar Nishant, Associ-
ate Professor, ENT, Dr. 
Mohonish Chettri, and 
Deputy Registrar, sMU, 
Dr. Remon Chettri.

Addressing the press 
and media, the VC said 
that the launch of the 
Multi-speciality Polyclin-
ic along with Pharmacy 
and a Wellness Centre is 
an initiative of the sikkim 
Manipal University that 
offers a one-stop destina-
tion for multi-speciality 
consultations, a walk-in 

pharmacy and laboratory 
tests. The polyclinic that 
has been set up at Lada-
khi Building, opposite 
sMU main gate, 5th Mile 
will provide facilities of 
efficient registration and 
reception, lab investiga-
tions and health check-
ups thereby extending 
the benefit of ease of ac-
cess to specialised tertia-
ry healthcare services for 
the citizens of the state of 
sikkim, he added.

He informed that the 
Multi-speciality Polyclin-
ic offers a wide range of 
OPD services including 
Medicine, Paediatrics, 
Obstetrics, Gynaecology, 
Orthopaedics, surgery, 
ENT, Ophthalmology, Psy-
chiatry, Dermatology and 
a Diet & Nutrition Clinic. 

He further mentioned 
that the regular OPD ser-
vices will be open from 
9am to 5pm on all work-
ing days and that the 
facilities for private con-
sultations with specific 
specialists will be com-
menced at the earliest.

“The CRH Manipal 
Cares Multi-speciality 
Polyclinic envisages to 
act as a quantum force 
multiplier in providing 
healthcare OPD solutions 
through user-friendly 
and patient-focused ap-
proach under one roof 
that will especially ben-
efit the elderly populace, 
the differently enabled 
patients and children and 
pregnant women,” the VC 
stated.

stressing on the im-

portance of wellness as 
an embodiment of a per-
fect harmony between 
one’s physical welfare, 
mental equilibrium, emo-
tional quotient along 
with lifestyle and nutri-
tion aspects, the VC said 
that the Wellness Cen-
tre co-located with the 
Multi-speciality Polyclin-
ic has been established to 
encompass health solu-
tions of healing through 
traditional and holistic 
methods of treatment in-
cluding Ayurveda, Yoga, 
Naturopathy, Homeopathy 
and other traditional med-
icine and therapies unique 
to the state of sikkim.

He added that the 
Multi-speciality Poly-
clinic will bridge the gap 
between hospital visits, 

reduce the consultation 
time and provide patients 
with more value added, 
accessible and efficiently 
coordinated OPD care.

Reiterating the com-
mitment of CRH, sMIMs 
and sMU to provide high 
standards of specialised 
tertiary healthcare in the 
state, the VC shared the 
future growth prospects 
of the infrastructure for 
amplifying health ser-
vices at the multi-spe-
ciality polyclinic. The VC 
expressed that the sMU 
team will keep striving 
to be the preferred des-
tination for multi-spe-
ciality consultations, lab 
tests, pharmacy needs 
and quality healthcare 
services for the benefit of 
the people of the state.

Demo held on transferring bee colonies 
from traditional to movable hives

Summit RepoRt
rangpo, 25 Nov:

Krishi Vigyan Kendra (PIA), Gyalshing, and West District Collectorate held a 
two-day “Practical Demonstration” on transferring bees from traditional 

hives to movable frame hives at Tashiding and Gerethang on 24 and 25 Nov, a 
press release informs. The initiative is part of the North East Council’s efforts 
to promote cluster formation for organic farming and promotion of beekeep-
ing in Chongrang BAC. 

inter State training on organic Crop production by iCAR
Gangtok, 25 Nov (piB): 
After a gap of nearly eight 
months the first training 
for progressive farmers 
from outside sikkim was 
again organized. 
The ICAR Research Com-
plex for NEH Region, 
sikkim Centre, Tadong, 
Gangtok successfully 
organized three-day 
inter-state training 
program on “Organic 
Farming of Important 
Crops” for the progres-
sive farmers of ATMA, 
Fatehgarh sahib, Punjab 
during 22–24 Nov, 2021. 

A team of 13 persons 
visited ICAR sikkim 
Centre to get equipped 
with recent advances 
in organic production 
techniques. During the 
program, Joint Director, 
Dr Ramgopal Laha, ICAR 
sikkim Centre highlight-
ed the relevance of this 
training program for 
promoting the organ-
ic farming systems. He 
emphasized the need 
of good soil health in 
organic production sys-
tem. He also discussed 
in detail the ‘promising 
technologies developed 
by the ICAR-sikkim Cen-
tre’. 

He further said that 
we would look forward 
for long term associa-

tion with the farmers 
of Punjab in organizing 
more training programs 
of such kind. The Joint 
Director further reit-
erated to adopt dairy 
farming and vermicom-
post technology for 
profitable organic farm-
ing in Fatehgarh sahib, 
Punjab. scientist ss 
(soil science), Dr shaon 
Kr Das coordinated the 
training program and 
talked on integrated 
organic nutrient man-
agement, soil sampling 
process along with plant 
nutrients functions, de-
ficiency symptoms and 
their management. 

scientist ss (Fruit 
science), Dr sK Dut-
ta shared some views 
on the organic nursery 
management and fruit 
production techniques. 
scientist (Vegetable 
science), Dr TL Bhut-
ia delivered a lecture 
on organic vegetable 
production technology. 
scientist, Dr ss Bora, 
spices Board (Entomol-
ogy), delivered a talk 
on ‘insect pest manage-
ment in organic vege-
table crop production’; 
sMs (Plant Breeding), 
Dr JK singh discussed 
the ‘organic seed pro-
duction techniques and 

varietal selection. Final-
ly, Assistant Professor 
(Pathology), Dr Rupert, 
CAEPHT, Ranipool brief-
ly discussed the organic 
disease management in 
vegetable crops. 

All the team mem-
bers also visited the 
ICAR sikkim Centre Re-
search Farm and were 
briefed about the ongo-
ing research and devel-
opment activities. Giv-
ing the feedback of the 
program the Project Di-
rector, ATMA, Fatehgarh 
sahib said that program 
was well organized. He 
also highly appreciated 
the efforts of ICAR sik-

kim Centre in organiz-
ing the training pro-
gram. Finally, the Joint 
Director also distrib-
uted the training cer-
tificates to the partic-
ipants. The program 
was ended through 
vote of thanks by sci-
entist ss (soil science), 
Dr shaon Kr Das.

5-member pickleball 
team to participate in two 
national tournaments
Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 25 Nov:

A five-member pick-
lebal l  team from 

sikkim wil l  be par-
t ic ipating in  the In-
dian Master  Open to 
be held in  Mumbai 
on 26-28 Nov and 
Indian Ranking tour-
nament to  be held 
from 04-05 Dec also 
in  Mumbai ,  a  press 
release informs.

The team con-
sists  of  Deepash Ch-
hetri ,  Ashis  shar-
ma,  Adarsh sharma, 
suraj  Gupta and 

Coach swagat  Lep-
cha who wil l  a lso be 
playing in  the tour-
naments .

This was informed 
by Pickleball Association 
of sikkim which is led by 
Karma sherpa as presi-
dent, Hemant Gurung as 
advisor and swagat Lep-
cha as chief coach.

Udaaan Management Academy 
holds seminar at ICFAI

Strength-lighters from Nepal 
impressed with Namchi’s hospitality
BIKASH CHeTTRI
Namchi, 29 Nov: 

Forty strength-lifters 
from Nepal, led by the 

neighboring country’s 
first international gold 
medalist, Jeewan Giri, 
are in Sikkim for the 4th 
Sikkim Strength Lifting 
Championship held on 27 
and 28 November here.

Addressing a press 
conference here at Yatri 
Niwas today, Mr Giri in-
formed that the team has 
decided to invite lifters 
from Sikkim to Nepal for 
similar competitions. 

He was all praises for 
Sumo's Gym for the stan-
dard of equipment pro-
vided for the competition 
here and also thanked 
the Urban Development 
Minister Arun Upreti and 
Forest Minister Karma 
Loday for their support 

and regretted not being 
able to meet Chief Min-
ister PS Tamang during 
their visit.

"Tourism is our prime 
focus, and Nepal and 
Sikkim can build more 
potential in it if they 
worked together," Mr Giri 
said while also pointing 

out that Sikkim Nepal 
have much in common.

Chief Coach of Sikkim 
Strength Lifting Associa-
tion, Pema Dorjee Bhutia, 
also thanked the two Min-
isters for their support to 
the event and conveyed 
deep gratitude for the fi-
nancial support received 

from the Chief Minister.
Working Member of 

the Sikkim Strength Lift-
ing Association, LN Tar-
gain, also thanked the 
Chief Minister and chief 
patron of the Associa-
tion [the Forest Minister] 
for their wholehearted 
support for the event. 

He also remarked that 
Sikkim has a lot to learn 
from Nepal in sports and 
said that the competition 
held at Sumo's Gym here 
helped the Association 
select lifters for the na-
tional games scheduled 
to begin in Rajasthan on 
30 December.

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 29 Nov:

Udaaan Management 
Academy held it first 

seminar today at ICFAI 
University in Sikkim to 
create awareness about 
the immense possibili-
ties in Hospitality and 
Tourism Department 
and the opportunities of 
working outside India, a 
press release informs.

AnMoU was signed 
between ICFAI Univer-
sity, Sikkim and Udaaan 
Management Academy, 
on 04 Oct.Udaaan Man-
agement Academy is an 
internship and place-
ment company specializ-
ing in placing students in 
star hotels and Michelin 
Star properties abroad 

in popular tourist des-
tinations such as USA, 
France, Spain, Dubai and 
Australia etc.

The Academy’s Direc-
tor, AdityaUdani along 
with his team flew in 
from their head office in 
Kolkata to have their first 
seminar at ICFAI Univer-
sity in Sikkim to create 
awareness about the im-
mense possibilities in 
Hospitality and Tourism 
Department and the op-
portunities of working 
outside India.

The seminar was at-
tended by 56 students 
from the Hospitality and 
Tourism Department. 
The presentation gave 
information such as what 
Udaaan Management 

Academy does for stu-
dents, the career oppor-
tunities outside India, the 
visa processing time, the 
fee for the package along 
with the flexibility of pay-
ment for the same, etc. 

The seminar was also 
attended by the faculty of 
both the Hospitality and 
Tourism Departments 
such as Dr. Sujama Roy, 
Anuj Bhattacharya (HOD 
Tourism), PragyaChettri, 
AnupamaPradhan, Pawa-
nDahal and KungaWang-
yal (HOD Hospitality). 

A meeting was held 
after the seminar with 
students who wanted to 
apply for their upcoming 
internship next year and 
16 students have con-
firmed the same.

Training on vegetable 
production by ICAR Sikkim 

Gangtok, 29 Nov (PIB): 
ICAR NEH Region, Sik-
kim Centre organized 
‘One day training, dem-
onstrations and input 
distribution programme 
at aspirational village - 
Mabong, West Sikkim’ 
under AICRP on Vegeta-
bles on 27 Nov, 2021 in 
collaboration with KVK, 
West Sikkim and Hor-
ticulture Department, 
Govt of Sikkim. 

During the pro-
gramme, two lectures 
were delivered on ‘Low 
cost poly tunnel and 
plastic rain shelter for 
vegetable production’ 
by Scientist,Dr SK Dutta, 
Fruit Science and ‘Or-
ganic rabi vegetable 
cultivation and nursery 
management of rabi veg-
etables’ by Scientist, Dr 
TL Bhutia, Vegetable Sci-
ence, ICAR-NEHR, Sikkim 
Centre. All the farmers 
actively interacted dur-
ing the lectures. 

This was followed by 

input distribution such 
as vegetables seeds of 
Cauliflower, Cabbage, 
Broccoli, Garden pea, 
Onion, Garlic, Carrot and 
Radish along with Or-
ganic fertilizers and bio 
pesticides. On farm dem-
onstration on construc-
tion of Low cost poly tun-
nel was also carried out 
along with the farmers at 
the farmer’s field.

Joint Director, Dr 
Ramgopal Laha,ICAR-
NEH Region, Sikkim 
Centre appreciated the 
farmers for participating 
in the interaction during 
the training programme 
and sharing their experi-
ence as well as problems 
during the session. He 
assured the farmers to 
provide technical help 
in all the possible ways 
to increase their crop 
production and income 
in order to cope up from 
COVID-19 situations.

Programme Co-or-
dinator, Dinesh Basnett, 

KVK, West Sikkim high-
lighted the importance of 
market survey for selling 
the product of the farm-
ers. He stressed on link-
ing the market with the 
producer and to have 
proper information about 
the market’s demand. 
Overall guidance of the 
programme was done 
by Senior Scientist and 
Head, Dr Veerendra Ku-
mar Verma,Horticulture 
and PI, AICRP on Vege-
tables, ICAR-NEHR, Umi-
am, Meghalaya.

SMS, Agriculture Ex-
tension, KVK, West Sik-
kim, Horticulture Officer, 
Staffs of Horticulture De-
partment, Govt of Sikkim 
and around 50 farmers 
from Upper and Lower 
Mabong village, West Sik-
kim participated in the 
programme.

The programme was 
ended with a vote of 
thanks by SMS, Dr Ranjit 
Subba,Agriculture Exten-
sion, KVK,West Sikkim.

BSNL advisory on Starlink 
internet services

Gangtok, 29 Nov (PIB): 
It has come to notice that 
M/sStarlink has started 
pre-selling/booking of 
the satellite based Star-
link Internet Services in 
India. The same is also 
evident from the website 
of Starlink (www.star-
link.com) wherein satel-
lite based internet ser-
vices can be booked by 
users in Indian Territory.

For rendering satel-
lite based services in In-

dia, requisite license(s) 
from Department of 
Telecommunications, 
Government of India are 
required. 

It is hereby informed 
to the public at large that 
the said company has not 
obtained any license/au-
thorization for rendering 
satellite based internet 
services that are being 
booked on their website. 

Accordingly, the Gov-
ernment has asked the 

company to comply with 
the Indian regulatory 
framework for rendering 
the satellite based com-
munication services and 
refrain from booking/
rendering the satellite 
internet services in India 
with immediate effect.

Given the fact that 
Starlink is not a licensee, 
the public is advised not 
to subscribe to Starlink 
services being adver-
tised.

Scouting underway for tennis-ball 
cricket enthusiasts to wear Sikkim 

colors at national tournament

Rangbang explores coffee-growing options

Former SDF CLC 
president joins SKM 

at Phadamchen

SMRITA KHAWAS
Darjeeling, 29 Nov:

Darjeeling, celebrated 
the world over for its 

tea, is now eyeing recog-
nition as a coffee-grow-
ing area as well. Self Help 
Groups in the Rangbang/ 
Balasan area have begun 

coffee plantationsin ad-
dition to the large carda-
mom and orange cultiva-
tion they have managed 
for a while. 

SK Thapa, a coffee 
grower of the area, in-
forms that the climatic 
condition of their area 

was found favourable to 
grow coffee, especially 
the Arabica variety, and 
since orange orchards 
and cardamom planta-
tions are not doing very 
well in the Hills anymore, 
people have decided on 
this alternative.

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 29 Nov: 

A Sikkim State Ten-
nis Ball Cricket As-

sociation [SSTBCA] is 
scouting for a team to 
represent the State at 
the upcoming 26th Sub 
Junior National Tennis 
Ball Cricket Champion-
ship for U-17 boys & 
girls scheduled to be 
played from 16 to 19 
December at KD Singh 
Stadium in Barabanki, 
Uttar Pradesh.

The association is 

currently conducting se-
lection camps at differ-
ent parts of the State for 
the same and the final list 
will be announced by 05 
December.

Addressing a press 
conference here this 
evening, the recently-ap-
pointed SSTBCA general 
secretary, Amita Thapa, 
also informed that the 
association will work to 
promote and develop the 
game of tennis-ball crick-
et in the state.

The SSTBCA execu-

tive body has Purna Ba-
hadurChettri as presi-
dent, Urmila Sherpa 
and Deo Kumar Chettri 
as joint secretaries and 
Anmol Mani Giri as trea-
surer.

The press conference 
was also addressed by 
Tennis Ball Cricket Fed-
eration of Indiavice-pres-
ident Athar Alam, who 
added that the federation 
will support the SSTBCA 
in its efforts to promote 
tennis ball cricket in the 
State.

Summit RepoRt
Gangtok, 29 Nov:

Former CLC presi-
dent of the Sikkim 

Democratic Front for 
Chujachen, the sitting zil-
lapanchayat, panchayat 
president and other pan-
chayat members along 

with 400 others today 
left the SDF and officially 
joined Sikkim Krantikari-
Morcha, an SKM press re-
lease informs.

The mass joining pro-
gramme was held at the 
Heritage Centre, Phad-
amchen, the release adds.

ASSCWA accuses Tinkitam upper 
caste family of discrimination 

Summit RepoRt
Namchi, 29 Nov: 

All Sikkim Scheduled 
Caste Welfare Asso-

ciation (ASSCWA) has sub-
mitted a petition to the of-
fice of the Superintendent 
of Police, South, accusing 
an upper caste family of 
Tinkitam of discrimina-
tion based on caste.

Addressing a press 
conference in Namchi to-
day, ASSCWA president, 
ShekharSewa informed 
that a man belonging to 
the SC community eloped 

with a woman married to 
a man belonging to the 
upper caste community 
in Tinkitam.

Following this the in-
laws of the woman car-
ried out her last rites and 
performed purification 
rituals.The woman, on 
the other hand, belongs 
to the OBC category.

ASSCWA urged the of-
fice of SP South to imme-
diately arrest the Tinki-
tam family and were then 
directed to file an FIR in 
Ravangla. 

Constitution Day 
at Namchi College

Summit RepoRt
Namchi, 29 Nov:

Constitution Day was 
observed at Govern-

ment College, Namchi, 
with a special programme 
conducted by the Depart-
ment of Political Science. 

A short welcome ad-
dress and introduction 
was given by the Head of 
the Department, DrPanu 
OPazo, who spoke on the 
role of the Constitution in 

a functioning democracy 
and its importance to In-
dia’s overall governance. 

Advocate Kumar Ne-
pal delivered the keynote 
address, touching on dif-
ferent aspects of consti-
tutional law and its im-
plications to the society. 

The talk ended with 
an interactive session 
with students. 

A quiz on the Constitu-
tion of India was also held.
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To Defeat Insular Designs, 
Get Communal for Real

It is wrong to confuse belonging to a 
community with being sectarian

In our country, the word “communal” has too many 
negative connotations associated with and nothing 

illustrates the short-sightedness of the society and 
politicians more than this calumny. The word has 
been misrepresented from its definition of “belonging 
to a community” to being understood as “sectarian” 
and even its larger connotations of being a “shared” 
experience have been completely lost. 

Misrepresentation is one thing, but what is worse 
is that as a people we have become increasingly com-
partmentalised. At a time when the world talks of a 
global village, it is sad that what occupies our collec-
tive imagination is an obsession with parochial divi-
sions on caste, community, ethnic and geographical 
lines. And now, even political leanings. While this 
shortsightedness serves hateful politicians and their 
politics rather well, it causes too much damage to tra-
ditional relationships and co-dependence between 
communities. It goes without saying that these divi-
sions need to be ended, but since calls for amity and 
mutual respect seem to be falling on deaf ears, may be 
the word communal needs to be returned to its origi-
nal definition and in the resultant confusion then, 
perhaps, the sectarian bhakts will  begin to flounder.

Yes, if the trend is to be reversed, the word needs 
to be understood afresh. If one were to keep an open 
mind, then there is nothing wrong with being ‘com-
munal’, sans the paranoia of course. To continue with 
the argument in support of being communal, it is an 
urgent necessity if the communities are interested in 
preserving their distinct identities in the face of mod-
ernisation and its growing pressure for homogeneity. 
Into the mix has now arrived the impositions of ma-
joritarian politics.

What one can’t ignore is that the preservation of 
cultures [or for that matter, even political rights] need 
not necessarily involve confrontation. Communalism, 
as in the collective experience that we concern our-
selves with here, and not the lynch mobs and statue-
smashing hordes that the word connotes for most, is 
about sharing and looking inwards and preserving. It 
is not about mere posturing, and should have never 
been allowed to grow beyond the bounds of individ-
ual communities because then would become a so-
cietal concern and not a communal issue. The point 
being made here it that people should remain com-
munal till the time it concerns only their community, 
and the moment it attracts liabilities on others, the 
representation and voices should become societal 
and more encompassing.

In the Sikkim context, the cries alleging evil de-
signs attempting to divide the Sikkimese society on 
caste and community lines can be expected to be-
come hoarser as the elections draw closer, but what 
one forgets is that society has always been segregat-
ed on these lines and will remain so for some time 
to come. While this might be an uncomfortable 
truth, it cannot be denied. Where Sikkim has de-
livered well is that it has never allowed these ‘de-
signs’ to actually tear the people apart. Of course, 
the rhetoric will continue as groups seek to tease 
the natural differences and traditional prejudices 
into deeper fault lines. The people have not fallen 
for these designs yet, but that is thanks to the in-
herent pragmatism of the people. Unfortunately, in 
the absence of debates on important issues in the 
public domain, the field remains open for postur-
ing to slip in a victory some day. Many a leader has 
managed to incite passions with half-truths, selec-
tive amnesia and blinkered projections. These have 
succeeded essentially among closed groups, but 
as mentioned, since clear defences have not been 
erected, the suspicions could spread. The best de-
fences will come from deeper enquiry into issues 
of identity and history and sharper debates on re-
ceived wisdoms and ground realities. The young need 
to approach these issues more keenly because they 
will be inheriting the load of unresolved issues and 
little understood legacies. 

In the meanwhile, it should be a communal face 
that Sikkim presents to the Centre – a people commu-
nal as Sikkimese and not as Sikkimese BLs and Sik-
kimese Nepalese or Sikkimese Byaparis. The States 
hands are already tied given its small size and further 
segregation will only make the Sikkimese voice even 
more feeble and incoherent in Delhi. Let’s accept it, 
a lot that needs to be done in and for Sikkim needs 
to make its way from Delhi. If anyone is to take Sik-
kim seriously, everyone here needs to speak in the 
same voice. This will require Sikkim to not only shed 
its prejudices and take everyone into confidence, but 
also compare notes and speak more earnestly for 
each other. 

That digression aside, it is important that people 
belong to a community with pride – something that 
come only with security and confidence – instead of 
being divided by fear. When we become communal on 
these lines, the hate of sectarian divisiveness will find 
no takers. 

How inequality drives HIV in 
adolescent girls and young women

Omicron is the new COVID kid on the block: 
five steps to avoid, ten to take immediately

HILToN HUMPHRIeS
theconversation.com

Despite the advances that have been made 
against HIV, the world has 37 million people 

living with HIV. And 680,000 people died from 
AIDS-related causes in 2020. While the prevention 
of mother to child transmission, and provision of 
treatment as prevention, are great successes, there 
are still gaps. Over 1.5 million new HIV infections 
were recorded in 2020.

In 2020, adolescent girls and young women 
aged 15 to 24 accounted for 25% of new infections, 
while making up only 10% of the population. Six in 
seven new HIV infections among adolescents (aged 
15 to 19) were among girls, even though boys live 
in similar contexts. Young women aged 15–24 
years old were twice as likely to be living with HIV 
compared with men.

In addition to the difference in risk between the 
sexes, other risk and protective factors may have 
an influence. So, within the population of adoles-
cent girls and young women, differences in their 
unique risk profiles mean that some may be at a 
higher risk of HIV infection than others.

Understanding risk profiles helps us realise 
that HIV is more than just a virus. These profiles 
highlight how HIV risk and HIV prevention uptake 
are influenced by biological, socio-behavioural and 
structural factors. So while new HIV prevention op-
tions may become available, adolescent girls and 
young women will weigh up the benefits of using 
them. They consider factors such as partner trust, 
the social value of relationships, their perceived 
risk and the economic and social consequences 
that occur as a result of using them. All this hap-
pens in the context of the structural inequalities 
that sustain risk – things that individuals can’t al-
ways control.

Risk profiles – the unique combination of fac-
tors that work to mediate HIV risk – should inform 
responses to the evolving pandemic. More nuanced 
and locally responsive approaches are required.

RISK FACTORS
As the world aims for the 90-90-90 goals, it’s 

useful to see who is falling behind. Global data sug-
gests that in 2020, 84% of people living with HIV 
know their HIV status, 73% of those are accessing 
HIV treatment and 66% of those on treatment are 
virally suppressed.

Hidden in these successes are those who have 
still not been reached by HIV prevention and treat-
ment efforts, who are put at risk by inequality, 
exclusion and social and economic vulnerability. 
What is the profile of those who have still not been 
reached? What factors within those profiles pre-
vent us from reaching them? And how do we tai-
lor interventions that respond to local contexts of 
risk? A large number of studies and programmes 
have already provided some of these answers.

Power in relationships: Adolescent girls and 
young women who are sexually active are at the 
highest risk of HIV infection. Delaying sexual de-
but is a key goal of HIV prevention. But sexual 
relationships often start in adolescence. The HIV 
transmission cycle highlights that adolescent girls 
and young women in age-disparate sexual relation-
ships, (i.e “sugar daddies”) are at higher risk than 
those in peer relationships. Age-disparate relation-
ships often have social, emotional, economic and 
sexual value that may outweigh potential risks. But 
they are usually characterised by power dynamics 
that make discussions about sexual health difficult. 
In contexts of high female poverty and partner de-
pendency, the power and gender inequalities of 
these relationships will increase the risk of HIV in-
fection and may limit the ability of adolescent girls 
and young women to negotiate safe sex practices.

Gender-based violence: Adolescent girls and 
young women who are victims of gender-based vi-
olence will have risk profiles that make them more 
vulnerable to HIV infection. In contexts where fe-
male poverty is high and retaining relationships is 
critical for survival, agency to make sexual health 
decisions may be difficult. In South Africa, home to 
the largest HIV pandemic, over 10,000 people were 

raped between April and June 2021. Many of these 
incidents took place at the home of the victim or 
the home of the rapist. In the same period, over 
15,000 domestic violence assault cases were re-
ported. These high rates of gender-based violence 
highlight that access to HIV prevention services are 
necessary but not sufficient to protect women from 
HIV infection.

To fight economic inequality, female depen-
dency on relationships and gender-based violence, 
female education is critical. Additionally, changing 
gender norms in young boys and ensuring more 
equitable gender beliefs as men grow older will 
create an environment in which female agency is 
non-negotiable and respected.

SERVICES AND INTERVENTIONS
Use of HIV prevention services is influenced 

by inequalities in access and by social and gender 
norms. Access does not equate to uptake. A lack of 
knowledge about sexual health, inequitable gender 
norms around sex, and conservative social norms 
about adolescent sexual well-being contribute to 
poor uptake of sexual and reproductive health ser-
vices among adolescent girls and young women.

Engaging their sexual partners, challenging social 
and gender norms, providing comprehensive sexual 
education, and creating sex-positive and egalitarian 
health services for adolescents are essential for fight-
ing the HIV pandemic in young people.

Without understanding the social context in which 
adolescent girls and young women manage and negoti-
ate sex, and tailoring interventions to break the trans-
mission cycle, it will be a struggle to achieve epidemic 
control in adolescent girls and young women.

In sub-Saharan Africa, a more nuanced view 
of the risks faced by adolescent girls and young 
women will be essential for developing targeted 
and relevant interventions. These efforts will also 
help reduce inequalities and build societies more 
resilient to future pandemics.

[the writer is Behavioural Scientist, 
Centre for the AIDS Program of Research 

in South Africa (CAPRISA)]

SHABIR A. MADHI
theconversation.com

South Africa reacted with outrage to travel bans, 
first triggered by the UK, imposed on it in the wake 

of the news that its genomics surveillance team had 
detected a new variant of the SARS-CoV-2 virus. The 
Network for Genomics Surveillance in South Africa 
has been monitoring changes in SARS-CoV-2 since 
the pandemic first broke out.

The new variant – identified as B.1.1.529 has 
been declared a variant of concern by the World 
Health Organisation and assigned the name Omi-
cron.

The mutations identified in Omicron provide the-
oretical concerns that the variant could be slightly 
more transmissible than the Delta variant and have 
reduced sensitivity to antibody activity induced by 
past infection or vaccines compared to how well the 
antibody neutralises ancestry virus.

As vaccines differ in the magnitude of neutralis-
ing antibody induced, the extent to which vaccines are 
compromised in preventing infections due to Omicron 
will likely differ, as was the case for the Beta variant.

However, as vaccines also induce a T-cell re-
sponse against a diverse set of epitopes, which ap-
pears to be important for prevention of severe CO-
VID, it is likely that they would still provide compara-
ble protection against severe COVID due to Omicron 
compared with other variants.

The same was observed for the AstraZeneca vac-
cine. Despite not protecting against the mild-moderate 
Beta COVID in South Africa, it still showed high levels of 
protection (80% effective) against hospitalisation due 
to the Beta and Gamma variants in Canada.

In view of the new variant, there are a few steps 
that governments shouldn’t be taking. And some 
they should be taking.

WHAT NOT TO DO
Firstly, don’t indiscriminately impose further re-

strictions, except on indoor gatherings. It was unsuc-
cessful in reducing infections over the past 3 waves 
in South Africa, considering 60%-80% people were 
infected by the virus based on sero-surveys and 
modelling data. At best, the economically damaging 
restrictions only spread out the period of time over 
which the infections took place by about 2-3 weeks.

This is unsurprising in the South African context, 
where ability to adhere to the high levels of restric-
tions are impractical for the majority of the popula-
tion and adherence is generally poor.

Secondly, don’t have domestic (or international) 
travel bans. The virus will disseminate irrespective 
of this – as has been the case in the past. It’s naive 
to believe that imposing travel bans on a handful of 
countries will stop the import of a variant. This virus 
will disperse across the globe unless you are an is-
land nation that shuts off the rest of the world.

The absence of reporting of the variants from 
countries that have limited sequencing capacity does 
not infer absence of the variant. Furthermore, unless 
travel bans are imposed on all other nations that still 
allow travel with the “red-listed” countries, the vari-
ant will directly or indirectly still end up in countries 
imposing selective travel bans, albeit perhaps delay-

ing it slightly.
In addition, by the time the ban has been im-

posed, the variant will likely have already been 
spread. This is already evident from cases of Omi-
cron being reported from Belgium in a person with 
no links to contact with someone from Southern Af-
rica, as well as cases in Israel, UK and Germany.

All travel bans accomplish in countries with se-
lective red-listed countries is delay the inevitable. 
More could possibly be accomplished by rigorous 
exit and entry screening programmes to identify po-
tential cases and mandating vaccination.

Third, don’t announce regulations that are not 
implementable or enforceable in the local context. 
And don’t pretend that people adhere to them. This 
includes banning alcohol sales, whilst being unable 
to effectively police the black market. 

Fourth, don’t delay and create hurdles to boosting 
high risk individuals. The government should be tar-
geting adults older than 65 with an additional dose 
of the Pfizer vaccine after they’ve had two shots. The 
same thing goes for other risk groups such as people 
with kidney transplants, or people with cancer and 
on chemotherapy, people with any other sort of un-
derlying immuno-suppressive condition.

South Africa shouldn’t be ignoring World Health 
Organisation’s guidance which recommends booster 
doses of high risk groups. It should de-prioritise, for 
the time being, vaccinating young children with a 
single dose.

Fifth, stop selling the herd immunity concept. It’s 
not going to materialise and paradoxically under-
mines vaccine confidence. The first generation vac-
cines are highly effective in protecting against severe 
COVID-19, but less predictable in protecting against 
infection and mild COVID due to waning of antibody 
and ongoing mutations of the virus. Vaccination still 
reduces transmission modestly, which remains of 
great value, but is unlikely to lead to “herd-immuni-
ty” in our lifetimes.

Instead we should be talking about how to adapt 
and learn to live with the virus.

There is also a list of things that should be con-
sidered in the wake of the Omicron variant, irrespec-
tive of whether it displaces the Delta variant (which 
remains unknown).

WHAT TO DO
Firstly, ensure health care facilities are prepared, 

not only on paper – but actually resourced with staff, 
personal protective equipment and oxygen, etc.

There are 2000 interns and community service 
doctors in South Africa waiting for their 2022 place-
ment confirmation. We cannot once again be found 
wanting with under-prepared health facilities. 

Provide booster doses of J&J or Pfizer to all 
adults who received a single dose J&J. It’s needed to 
increase protection against severe COVID. A single 
dose of the J&J vaccine reduced hospitalisation due 
to Delta variant in South Africa by 62% in South 
African healthcare workers, whereas two doses of 
AZ and mRNA vaccines in general had greater than 
80%-90% protection against severe disease from 
the Delta variant.

Studies confirm a two dose schedule of the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine is superior in protect-

ing against hospitalisation than a single dose. And if 
you want durability of protection, you need to boost, 
which can be done with another dose of Johnson & 
Johnson or a dose of mRNA vaccine.

The evidence is clear that the type of immune 
responses from a heterologous approach of AZ or JJ 
followed by a mRNA vaccines such as Pfizer/Bion-
tech induces superior neutralising and cell mediated 
immune responses than two doses of the non-repli-
cating vector vaccines.

Thirdly, implement vaccine passports for entry 
into any indoor space where others gather, including 
places of worship and public transport. Vaccination 
might be a choice currently, however, choices come 
with consequences. Even if vaccines only reduce 
transmission modestly, over and above the infec-
tions they prevent, a breakthrough case in a vacci-
nated individual poses less risk of transmission to 
others than infection in an unvaccinated and previ-
ously uninfected individual.

Fourth, continue efforts at reaching out to the 
unvaccinated and under-immunized. This should in-
clude the use of pop up facilities where people are 
likely to gather and other targeted community out-
reach programs.

Fifth, immediately boost high risk groups older 
than 65 and others who have immunosuppressive 
conditions. The primary goal of vaccination there-
fore needs to be on reducing severe disease and 
death. This requires targeted strategies on who to 
prioritise.

Sixth, encourage responsible behaviour to avoid 
re-imposing alcohol and other restrictions to punish 
all due to irresponsibility on part of a minority.

Seventh, monitor bed availability at regional 
level to help decide on regional action to avoid over-
whelming of facilities. Higher levels of restrictions 
need to be tailored for when we expect overwhelm-
ing of health facilities. As hospitalisation usually lag 
behind community infection rates by 2-3 weeks, 
keeping an eye on case rates and hospitalization 
rates could predict which facilities in which regions 
may come under threat.

This would allow for a more focused approach to 
imposing restrictions to relieve anticipated pressure 
on health facilities 2-3 weeks before expected. This 
will not change the total number of hospitalisations. 
But it will spread it out over a longer period of time 
and make it more manageable.

Eighth, learn to live with the virus, and take a 
holistic view on the direct and indirect effects of the 
pandemic on livelihoods. The detrimental indirect 
economic, societal, educational, mental health and 
other health effects of a sledge-hammer approach to 
dealing with the ongoing pandemic threatens to out-
strip the direct effect of COVID in South Africa.

Ninth, follow the science and don’t distort it for 
political expediency.

Tenth, learn from mistakes of the past, and be 
bold in the next steps.

[the writer is Dean Faculty of Health Sciences 
and Professor of Vaccinology at University of 

the Witwatersrand; and Director of the SAMRC 
Vaccines and Infectious Diseases Analytics 

Research Unit, University of the Witwatersrand]
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NeighbourhoodWATCH

Cold conditions intensify 
in Kashmir valley

Four floriculture clusters 
to bloom in odisha

Berhampur (odisha), 
Nov 29 (PTI): At least 
four floriculture clusters 
will be developed under 
a CSIR mission in Odi-
sha to boost cultivation 
of flowers and create 
business opportunities 
for entrepreneurs in the 
sector, an official said on 
Monday.

The clusters will be 
set up by the Council of 
Scientific and Industrial 
Research and the Nation-
al Botanical Research In-
stitute (NBRI), Lucknow, 
in a minimum half-acre 
of land and with 25-30 
floriculturists, who will 
grow various types of 
commercial and seasonal 
flowers, he said.

The CSIR Floricul-
ture Mission has been 
launched to help farm-
ers and the sector re-
position itself to reduce 
import dependence.

It is also expected to 
create opportunities for 
entrepreneurship devel-
opment in floriculture.

The four clusters will 
be developed in Ralaba in 
Ganjam, Sadhusahi in Cut-
tack, Umri in Koraput and 
also in an area in Nabaran-
gapur districts, CSIR-NBRI 
state coordinator Chandra 
SekharMohanty said. A 
team of experts had re-

cently visited Ralaba near 
Hinjili in Ganjam district 
to interact with floricul-
turists to develop a de-
centralised nursery in the 
area, Mohanty said.

Several training ses-
sions for farmers and 
members of self-help 
groups were held in 
these areas, where sci-
entists have motivated 
them to scale up flower 
farming through the mis-
sion, he said.

The programme will 
focus on commercial and 

seasonal flowers.
The size of the flo-

riculture market in the 
country was around Rs 
15,700 crore in 2018 and 
is estimated to reach Rs 
47,200 crore by 2024.

Mohanty said flori-
culture gardens will soon 
be set up at the Sainik 
School in Bhubaneswar 
and KendriyaVidyalaya, 
Koraput, to impart knowl-
edge and create aware-
ness among students 
about the potential of 
the sector. Introduction 

of high-value floriculture 
crops is the need of the 
hour to strengthen such 
trade in the state, accord-
ing to the scientist.

Odisha, with its di-
verse agro-climatic con-
ditions, is poised to be a 
floriculture hub in east-
ern India, Mohanty said.

During the launch of 
the mission in March, then 
union health minister Dr 
Harsh Vardhan said farm-
ers had little knowledge 
about floriculture, which 
can give five times more 

return than the traditional 
crops and has the poten-
tial to employ a large num-
ber of people.

"Despite the fact that 
India has diverse agro-
climatic conditions, and 
rich plant diversity, its 
share is only 0.6 per 
cent of the global flori-
culture market. At least 
USD 1,200 million worth 
of floriculture products 
are being imported by 
India every year from 
different countries," 
Vardhan had said.

Four people trapped in 
Jharkhand mine dig way out

No fresh CoVID-19 case 
in Arunachal Pradesh

1 new COVID-19 case in 
Andamans, tally rises to 7,681

Section of bridge collapses 
in UP's Shahjahanpur

4 Trapped in Jharkhand 
coal mine spend 20 hours 

digging to find way out

Two beggars found dead; 
suspected to have died of cold

The people had en-
tered the closed coal 

mine for illegal excava-
tion on Friday and got 
trapped till early Monday 
morning after a portion 
of it caved in.

Bokaro, Jharkhand: 
Four people who got 
trapped in an abandoned 
coal mine in Jharkhand's 
Bokaro district during 
illegal excavation on 
Friday dug their way 
out on Monday morn-
ing, police said.

The four people, all 
residents of Tilatand vil-
lage in Chandankiyari 
block, said they kept dig-
ging for 20 hours to find 
a way out of the Bharat 

Coking Coal Ltd (BCCL) 
mine at Parbatpur.

Superintendent of 
Police Chandan Kumar 
Jha said that the trapped 
people, identified as Lax-
manRajwar, 42, Anadi 
Singh, 45, RavanaRajwar, 
46, and Bharat Singh, 45, 
managed to come out of 
their own around 3:30 
am on Monday.

National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) 
personnel were deployed 
for a rescue operation on 
Sunday after district ad-
ministration and BCCL 
authorities failed to trace 
them.

MrJha said that six 
people had entered the 

closed coal mine for illegal 
excavation on Friday and 
they got trapped after a 
portion of it caved in.

Two people managed 
to get out as soon as the 
incident happened but 
the remaining four could 
not be traced despite best 
efforts to locate them.

The police official 
said that the Parbatpur 
coal block was under the 
management of Electro-
steel Plant which was ac-
quired by BCCL.

However, the admin-
istration is silent over 
whether any legal action 
will be taken against the 
four people for being in-
volved in illegal mining.

Muzaffarnagar, Nov 29 (PTI): The 
bodies of two beggars were found, one 
in Khatoli town here and another in 
neighbouringShamli district, with the 
police suspecting that they have died 
due to cold weather.

The first body, that appeared to be 
of person in his forties, was found in 
nearby Khatoli town. The body bore no 
marks of injury and it appears he died 
of cold, police said.

The body has been sent for post 
mortem.

The other body was found in the ve-
randa of a power house in the Shamli 
district, the police said, adding it ap-
pears he died of cold.

The deaths come as the winter sea-
son has begun in northern India even 
as local authorities have come up with 
night shelters for homeless people, and 
are distributing blankets to the needy.

Shahjahanpur (UP), 
Nov 29 (PTI): A section 
of a two-kilometre-long 
bridge on the Ramgan-
gariver here collapsed af-
ter a pillar sank into the 
ground, days after the 
structure was repaired 
following a similar com-
plaint.

There was no report 
of any casualty.

The bridge connects 
Moradabad-Budaun with 
the Jalalabad-Bareilly-
Etawah state road and 
was recently repaired 
after a complaint about 
a pillar of it sinking into 
the ground, District 
Magistrate InderVikram 
Singh said.

The DM said on Mon-
day morning, there was 
no traffic on the bridge.

One of its pillars sank 
following which a section 

of the bridge came to the 
ground, he said.

Immediately, the 
traffic was stopped and 
vehicles coming from 
B a d a u n - M o r a d a b a d 
were diverted via Amrit-
pur and Farrukhabad.

Along with this, a con-
sent has been received 
from the government to 
build a pontoon bridge.

He said a team of en-

gineers from the state 
Bridge Corporation has 
been sent for inspection 
and the construction of 
the pontoon bridge.

Kalan tehsil has been 
completely cut off from 
other parts of the dis-
trict.

Now, people will have 
to cover a distance of 60 
km to reach the district 
headquarters.

Srinagar, Nov 29 
(PTI): The minimum 
temperature at most 
places in Kashmir valley 
settled several degrees 
below the freezing point, 
officials said on Monday.

Srinagar recorded a 
low of minus 1.1 degrees 
Celsius on Sunday night, 
down from minus 0.2 
degrees Celsius the pre-
vious night, the officials 
said.

They said Pahalgam, 
which serves as the base 
camp for the annual Am-
arnathyatra, recorded a 

low of minus 3.4 degrees 
Celsius.

Gulmarg resort in 
north Kashmir's Baram-
ulla district also record-
ed a minimum tempera-
ture of minus 2.2 degrees 
Celsius.

The mercury in Kup-
wara in north Kashmir 
settled at a low of minus 
1.6 degrees Celsius.

Qazigund, the gate-
way town to the val-
ley, recorded minus 2 
degrees Celsius, while 
Kokernag recorded a 
low of minus 0.5 de-

grees Celsius.
The MET Office has 

said the weather will 
most likely remain dry 
but cold till December 3.

The wintry condi-
tions in the valley set-
in much ahead of the 
beginning of extreme 
harsh weather condi-
tions which usually start 
around the third week of 
December.

'ChillaiKalan', the 
40-day period of harsh 
winter in Kashmir, be-
gins on December 21 
every year.

Bokaro (Jharkhand), 
Nov 29 (PTI): Four peo-
ple who got trapped in 
an abandoned coal mine 
in Jharkhand's Bokaro 
district during illegal ex-
cavation on Friday dug 
their way out on Monday 
morning, police said.

The four people, all 
residents of Tilatand vil-
lage in Chandankiyari 
block, said they kept dig-
ging for 20 hours to find 
a way out of the Bharat 
Coking Coal Ltd (BCCL) 
mine at Parbatpur.

Superintendent of 
Police Chandan Kumar 
Jha said that the trapped 

people, identified as Lax-
manRajwar (42), Anadi 
Singh (45), RavanaRa-
jwar (46) and Bharat 
Singh (45), managed to 
come out of their own 
around 3.30 AM on Mon-
day.

National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) 
personnel were deployed 
for a rescue operation on 
Sunday after district ad-
ministration and BCCL 
authorities failed to trace 
them.

Jha said that six 
people had entered the 
closed coal mine for il-
legal excavation on No-

vember 26 and they got 
trapped after a portion of 
it caved in.

Two people managed 
to get out as soon as the 
incident happened but 
the remaining four could 
not be traced despite best 
efforts to locate them.

The SP said that the 
Parbatpur coal block was 
under the management of 
Electrosteel Plant which 
was acquired by BCCL.

However, the admin-
istration is silent over 
whether any legal action 
will be taken against the 
four people for being in-
volved in illegal mining.

Itanagar, Nov 29 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh did 
not report any fresh CO-
VID-19 case on Monday 
while four more persons 
recuperated from the 
disease, a senior health 
official said here.

The total coronavirus 
caseload in the north-
eastern state remained 
at 55,269 while 54,956 
people have been cured 
of the disease thus far, 
the official said.

The COVID death toll 
in the state remained 
unchanged at 280 as no 
fresh fatality was regis-
tered in the last 24 hours, 
State Surveillance Officer 
(SSO) DrLobsangJampa 
said.

The northeastern 
state now has 33 active 
COVID-19 cases, he said.

The COVID-19 recov-
ery rate now is 99.43 per 

cent, while the active ra-
tio marginally improved 
to 0.06 per cent from the 
previous day's 0.07 per 
cent.

West Kameng and 
Capital Complex Region 
comprising Itanagar, 
Naharlagun, Nirjuli and 
Banderdewa areas, re-
corded the highest num-
ber of active cases at nine 
each, followed by Tawang 
(8) and Upper Siang with 
three cases.

A total of 11,98,052 
samples have been test-
ed for coronavirus in 
the state thus far includ-
ing, 87 on Sunday, Jampa 
said.

State Immunisation 
Officer Dr Dimong Pa-
dung said that a total of 
14,07,123 people have 
been inoculated so far in 
the state including, 403 
on Sunday.

Port Blair, Nov 29 
(PTI): The COVID-19 tal-
ly of Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands rose to 7,681 
as one more person test-
ed positive for the infec-
tion on Monday, a health 
bulletin said.

The Union territory 
now has six active cases, 
while 7,546 people have 
recovered from the dis-
ease, and 129 people 
have succumbed to the 
infection so far, of whom 

67 died during the sec-
ond wave of the pandem-
ic, it said.

The administration 
has thus far tested over 
6.32 lakh samples for CO-
VID-19, the bulletin said, 
adding that the positiv-
ity rate stood at 1.22 per 
cent.

A total of 2.96 lakh 
people have been inocu-
lated to date, of whom 
2.52 lakh have been fully 
vaccinated, it added.
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LeBron has 33 points, Lakers 
beat Pistons in calm rematch

LoS ANGeLeS (AP): LeBron 
James and Isaiah Stewart had 
no Round 2 in the Lakers’ re-
match with the Pistons.

James was too busy mak-
ing sure Los Angeles got 
the same decision he wasn’t 
around to see last week in De-
troit.

James had 33 points, nine 
assists and no confrontations 
with Stewart in the Lakers’ 
110-106 victory Sunday night.

Russell Westbrook had 
25 points and nine assists, 
and Anthony Davis added 24 
points and 10 rebounds. The 
Lakers returned to .500 with 
their second win over Detroit 
in eight days, rebounding 
from an embarrassing triple-
overtime loss to Sacramento 
on Friday.

“That Sac game lingered 
with us for a couple of days, 
giving that game away,” Davis 
said. “I think we did a good 
job defensively tonight, get-
ting this kick-start to a win-
ning streak.”

Stewart was booed re-
peatedly and zealously by 
the Lakers’ crowd, but he ap-
peared to have no significant 
interactions with James after 
both players were ejected 
from the teams’ meeting in 
Detroit a week earlier for an 
ugly altercation.

James was assessed a 
Flagrant-2 foul and ejected 
when he hit Stewart in the 
face while they jockeyed for 
rebounding position. An in-
furiated Stewart repeatedly 
attempted to charge at James 
in the aftermath, earning his 
own ejection. James served 

a one-game suspension and 
Stewart got a two-game ban.

Stewart kept the pot stir-
ring Friday by saying he didn’t 
think James’ blow had been 
accidental, as James claims it 
was. The 20-year-old Stew-
art is 3 1/2 years older than 
James’ oldest son, Bronny.

James was well past the 
brouhaha before the rematch.

“We were mad as heck 
the other night after that Sac 
loss,” James said. “We made it 
a point to come in today very 
focused on our game plan, 
learning from our mistakes, 
and we got better. Right there 

lets me know we’re a team 
that cares and wants to get 
better.”

The Pistons also didn’t feel 
there was any extra juice to 
the rematch.

“It’s just basketball,” Jera-
mi Grant said. “Things happen 
on the court, but you’ve got to 
get your mind right and get 
ready to play.”

Grant scored 32 points 
and No. 1 pick Cade Cun-
ningham had 15 points and 
11 rebounds in the Pistons’ 
sixth straight loss. Detroit fol-
lowed up its 11-point loss to 
the Clippers at Staples Center 

on Friday by being more com-
petitive against Los Angeles’ 
other team, but falling short 
again.

Stewart had five points 
and six rebounds in 27 min-
utes in the rematch.

“We did a great job mov-
ing the ball,” Grant said. “Al-
most played a complete game. 
We had a mental lapse in the 
third quarter and let them get 
a lead, but other than that, I 
think we played well.”

Los Angeles once again 
failed to pull away from a 
struggling opponent, but still 
beat the Pistons at Staples 

Center for the fifth straight 
time.

The Lakers ran out to a 
19-point lead in the third 
quarter with a 16-0 run, the 
most consecutive points 
they’ve scored this season. 
But Los Angeles has rarely 
sustained any significant 
stretch of good play this sea-
son, and the Pistons got to 97-
91 with 5:48 left with a 13-2 
run.

Grant’s free throws cut the 
lead to 108-104 with 16.7 sec-
onds left, but the Lakers hung 
on.

“It’s disappointing (not to 

win more convincingly), but 
at the same time I understand 
the process,” Westbrook said. 
“Adversity is something that I 
think is great in life in general. 
It builds character. It shows 
who you really are when 
things aren’t going your way.”

TIP-INS
Pistons: Kelly Olynyk 

missed his 10th straight 
game with a left knee sprain. 
... Frank Jackson scored 17 
points.

Lakers: Austin Reaves got 
his first action since Nov. 8, 
going scoreless in six minutes. 
The rookie missed 10 games 
with a hamstring injury. ... 
Wayne Ellington scored five 
points on his 34th birthday. 
The Lakers have five players 
older than him. ... James said 
he didn’t aggravate his recent 
abdominal injury in a late 
collision: “I’ll be ready to go 
Tuesday.”

PISTONS’ PROGRESS
Detroit coach Dwane 

Casey praised his young 
team’s improvements on of-
fense, including 29 assists 
on 38 field goals and 39.4% 
shooting on 3-pointers.

“We found the open guys 
and made our shots,” Casey 
said. “The only concern-
ing part with the offense is 
our (17) turnovers. That’s 
huge. That’s 17 attempts 
you take away for shoot-
ing the ball in a five-point 
game. Careless passing. We 
put our finger in one hole, 
and another one opens up. 
Nobody gets a participa-
tion trophy. Close doesn’t 
count.”

Needing 
a break: 
Snooker 
player falls 
asleep during 
match
YoRK, england (AP): 
Still feeling the effects 
of the coronavirus, a 
top snooker player fell 
asleep in the middle of 
his match in one of the 
most prestigious events 
in the sport.

“My head went down 
and I woke up and I didn’t 
have a clue where I was,” 
Mark Williams said after 
his loss to Anthony Ham-
ilton in the UK Champi-
onship late Sunday.

Williams, a three-
time world champion 
and one of snooker’s 
most charismatic play-
ers, was in his chair and 
in the lead at 3-2 when he 
nodded off while Hamil-
ton was at the table.

The 46-year-old Wil-
liams said he was “just 
shattered,” having just 
returned to action after 
contracting COVID-19 in 
October.

“I need to be playing 
in the mornings, really, 
or afternoons. The more 
the day goes on the more 
tired I get,” said Williams, 
who lost 6-5 at the York 
Barbican.

“Thirty years as a 
professional,” he added, 
“that’s the first time I’ve 
ever fell asleep in the 
chair.”

NZ reach 
125-4 at tea 
on day 5
Kanpur, Nov 29 (PTI): 
New Zealand were 125 
for four in their second 
innings at tea on the fifth 
and final day of the open-
ing Test against India 
here on Monday.

Skipper Kane Wil-
liamson was on 24 at the 
break after Ross Taylor 
(2) was bowled by Ravin-
draJadeja at the stroke of 
tea. They need 159 runs 
in the final session for an 
improbable win.

New Zealand were 4 
for 1 at stumps on Sunday 
after India declared their 
second innings at 234 for 
7, riding on ShreyasIyer's 
65 and WriddhimanSa-
ha's unbeaten 61.

In the post-lunch 
session, New Zealand 
lost opener Tom Latham 
(52), William Somerville 
(36) and Taylor (2).

Opener Will Young 
(2) was dismissed on 
Sunday when he was 
trapped infront by Ravi-
chandranAshwin.

Brief Scores:
India: 345 and 234/7 

declared.
New Zealand: 269 

and 125 for 4 in 63.1 
overs (Tom Latham 52, 
Kane Williamson 24 not 
out; RavichandranAsh-
win 2/28).

Portugal probes local transmission 
of omicron at soccer team Sapporo says it can hold 2030 

olympics and also save money

Sri lanka opts to bat in second test vs. west indies

LISBoN, Portugal 
(AP): Portuguese health 
authorities on Monday 
identified 13 cases of 
omicron, the new coro-
navirus variant spread-
ing fast globally, among 
members of a top soccer 
club and were investi-
gating whether it was 
one of the first reported 
cases of local transmis-
sion of the virus outside 
of southern Africa.

The Ricardo Jorge 
National Health Institute 
said that one of those 
who tested positive was 
a player from the Lisbon-
based Belenenses SAD 
soccer club who had re-
cently traveled to South 
Africa, where the omi-
cron variant was first 
identified. The others, 
however, had not trav-

eled to South Africa.
Those who have been 

in contact with the posi-
tive cases have been or-
dered to isolate, regard-
less of their vaccination 
status or their exposure 
to possible contagion, 
and will be regularly 
tested for COVID-19, the 
institute said.

Portugal’s health 
general director, GraçaF-
reitas, told the local TSF 
radio that the players of 
Lisbon’s biggest team, 
Benfica, which played 
Belenenses SAD on Sat-
urday, will also be tested 
for the virus.

The PrimeiraLiga 
match started with just 
nine Belenenses SAD 
players on the pitch — 
two less than the game 
calls for — due to the 

coronavirus outbreak. 
But the referee suspend-
ed the game just after 
half-time, with Benfica 
leading 7-0, when only 
seven Belenenses SAD 
players took the field and 
the squad then lost an-
other player.

Club president Rui 
Pedro Soares said that 
despite having a deci-
mated squad, his club 
had not asked for the 
game to be postponed.

Portugal also found 
two positive coronavirus 
cases when it screened 
218 passengers who ar-
rived in Lisbon on a flight 
from the capital of Mo-
zambique on Saturday. 
One of the cases was the 
delta variant and the oth-
er one couldn’t be estab-
lished, authorities said.

GALLe, Sri Lanka (AP): 
Sri Lanka has won the 
toss and elected to bat 
in the rain-delayed sec-
ond test match against 
the West Indies at Galle 
International Stadium on 
Monday.

One full session and 
two hours in the second 
session were lost be-
cause of rain.

Sri Lanka won the 
first test at the same 
venue by 187 runs and 
the West Indies must win 
to draw the two-match 
series.

Sri Lanka dropped 
fast bowler Dushman-
thaChameera and called 
batsman CharithAsalan-
ka for his first test match 
on his home ground.

The hosts have a 
strong spin bowling com-
bination in LasithEmbul-

deniya, Ramesh Mendis 
and Praveen Jayawick-
rama. The West Indies 
made two changes to 
their team from the first 
match calling up fast 
bowler Kemar Roach for 
Shannon Gabriel and in-
cluding left-arm spinner 
VeerasammyPermaul 
for off spinner Rakheem 
Cornwall.

Teams:
Sri Lanka: Dimuth-

Karunaratne (captain), 
PathumNissanka, Os-
hada Fernando,, Angelo 

Mathews, Dhananjaya de 
Silva, Dinesh Chandimal, 
CharithAsalanka, Ra-
mesh Mendis, LasithEm-
buldeniya, SurangaLak-
mal, Praveen Jayawick-
rama.

West Indies: Kraig-
gBrathwaite (captain), 
Shai Hope, Nkrumah 
Bonner, Roston Chase, 
Jermaine Blackwood, 
Kyle Mayers, Joshua da 
Silva , Jason Holder, Ke-
mar Roach, Veerasam-
myPermaul, JomelWar-
rican.

ToKYo (AP): The north-
ern Japanese city of Sap-
poro became a front-
runner to land the 2030 
Winter Olympics after 
the mayor talked up a 
plan Monday that he said 
would cut the costs of 
holding one of sports’ 
most expensive events.

Mayor Katsuhiro Aki-
moto told reporters at 
a news conference that 
he would also conduct 
a public opinion survey 
early next year. He did 
not indicate what effect 
it would have on a deci-
sion to pursue another 
Olympics.

Public referendums 
in several European cit-
ies have voted down 
plans to hold Olympics.

Akimoto acknowl-
edged there were con-
cerns about the costs, es-
pecially after the official 
cost of the just completed 
Tokyo Summer Olympics 
was listed at $15.4 bil-
lion. Some think the real 
costs were twice as large, 
and all but about $6 bil-
lion was public money.

“People have ex-
pressed hopes, too, but 
they are especially wor-
ried about the heavy cost 
burden in the future,” 
Akimoto said.

The IOC has not in-
dicated when it will pick 
the 2030 host city.

Sapporo officials put 
the projected costs at be-
tween 280 billion to 300 
billion yen. This is $2.55 
billion to $2.65 billion 
at the current exchange 
rate. Officials said 80 
billion yen (about $700 
million) would to be tax-
payer money for capital 

costs with the rest com-
ing from sponsors, ticket 
sales, and the IOC.

Officials said this was 
a 20% reduction over es-
timates made in 2019.

Sapporo was host of 
the 1972 Winter Olym-
pics, and the mayor said 
at least 92% of the ven-
ues would be existing 
venues.

However, the cost 
of refurbishing existing 
venues will also be sig-
nificant, and it’s impos-
sible to project costs ac-
curately for an event that 
is almost a decade away. 
A University of Oxford 
study has shown that al-
most all recent Olympics 
run over budget.

Sapporo is only one of 
several cities expressing 
interest. They include the 
Spanish regions of Ara-
gon and Catalonia, a pos-
sible bid from Ukraine, 
2010 host city Vancou-
ver, and some interest for 
2030 or 2034 from Salt 
Lake City, which held the 
2002 Winter Olympics.

Sapporo has front-
runner status, largely 
because it’s ahead with 
its planning, and also be-
cause the IOC is beholden 
after Tokyo incurred al-
most $3 billion in added 
costs because of the one-
year pandemic delay.

The International 
Olympic Committee no 
longer goes through a 
long bid process to pick 
venues. Host cities are 
now picked by the IOC 
leadership, and decisions 
have been taken out of 
the hands of rank-and-
file IOC members.

The change came as 
the two most recent Sum-
mer Olympics — Rio de 
Janeiro and Tokyo — had 
bids soiled by allegations 
that IOC members were 
bribed for their votes.

Former IOC member 
Carlos Nuzman of Brazil 
was sentenced a few days 
ago to 30 years in prison 
for, among other things, 
bribing IOC members in 
the 2009 vote for 2016.

He is appealing the 

conviction.
Tsunekazu Takeda re-

signed in 2019 as an IOC 
member and head of the 
Japanese Olympic Com-
mittee when he became 
embroiled in bribery al-
legations over bidding 
for the Tokyo Olympics. 
He denied any wrongdo-
ing.

The IOC has already 
selected its Games ven-
ues through 2032, save 
for the 2030 Winter 
Olympics. They are: 2022 
Beijing; 2024 Paris; 2026 
Milan-Cortina; 2028 Los 
Angeles; 2032 Brisbane, 
Australia.

In a statement to As-
sociated Press, the IOC 
said “there is no fixed 
timeframe for electing a 
host for 2030, or any oth-
er edition of the Olympic 
Games. The Future Host 
Commissions, which 
oversee and monitor in-
terest in future Games, 
are guided by strategic 
opportunities for the 
Olympic Movement and 
the global context.”



7SummitTIMES | 30 November  2021

have  a Story to Share? 
email us: 

news@summittimes.com

ElseWhere
Couple detained on 
plane after leaving 
Dutch quarantine

france waits on tests for 8 
suspected omicron variant cases

Iran nuclear talks to resume in 
Vienna amid muted hopes

Lebanon’s president in Qatar 
for talks over Gulf crisis

Lock in: Dozens stuck 
in England’s highest 

pub after storm

uK set to expand covid vaccine 
boosters amid omicron fears

BeIRUT (AP): Lebanon’s pres-
ident arrived in Qatar Monday 
for the opening ceremony of an 
Arab soccer tournament amid - 
and for talks on anprecedented 
diplomatic crisis between Bei-
rut and oil-rich Gulf nations.

President Michel Aoun’s 
face-to-face meetings with the 
emir of Qatar and other Qatari 
officials come as Lebanon is 
sinks deeper into its economic 
crisis, the worst in its modern 
history. The country’s financial 
meltdown, coupled with mul-
tiple other crises, has plunged 
more than three quarters of 
the nation’s population of six 
million, including a million 
Syrian refugees, into poverty.

Aoun is expected to discuss 
the tense relations between 
Lebanon and gulf nations led 
by Saudi Arabia during his 
meetings in Doha. Aoun has 
repeatedly said that Lebanon 
wants excellent relations with 
Saudi Arabia, which lists Hez-
bollah as a terrorist organiza-
tion. Aoun is a political ally of 
the Shiite militant group.

Saudi Arabia, a traditional 
backer of Lebanon, withdrew 
its ambassador from Beirut and 
asked the Lebanese envoy to leave 
last month following televised 
comments by George Kordahi, 
Lebanon’s information minister. 
Kordahi said the war in Yemen 

was futile and called it an aggres-
sion by the Saudi-led coalition.

Yemen’s war began with 
the 2014 takeover of Sanaa by 
the Houthi rebels, who control 
much of the country’s north. 
The Saudi-led coalition entered 
the war the following year, de-
termined to restore the interna-

tionally recognized government 
and oust the rebels.

Aoun told Qatar’s Al-Raya 
daily that in face-to-face meet-
ings, he will call on the coun-
try’s emir, Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani, to invest in 
the reconstruction of Beirut’s 
port that was destroyed last 

year in a massive blast. Aoun 
also said he would seek an in-
vestment in other infrastruc-
ture projects, including elec-
tricity, that is cut for much of 
the day in Lebanon.

Qatar has one of the larg-
est natural gas reserves in the 
world and had been a major in-

vestor in Lebanon in the past.
However many countries 

have refused to invest in Leba-
non or offer assistance to its 
government before it imple-
ments major reforms to fight 
the corruption and misman-
agement that sparked the eco-
nomic meltdown in 2019.

On Tuesday, Aoun will at-
tend the opening ceremony of 
the FIFA Arab Cup in which 16 
teams will compete. The 19-
day tournament is an oppor-
tunity for the world to witness 
Qatar’s new stadiums that will 
host the World Cup next year.

Aoun’s visit came as scores 
of protesters blocked major 
roads in Lebanon Monday to 
express anger against the coun-
try’s political class for the wors-
ening economic crisis and harsh 
living conditions. The road clo-
sures with burning tires were 
mainly in the capital Beirut, 
the northern city of Tripoli, the 
southern port city of Sidon and 
the eastern Bekaa valley.

Lebanon’s economic crisis 
deteriorated in recent weeks 
with the Lebanese pound 
hitting new lows of 25,800 
to the U.S. dollar eradicating 
purchase power of most the 
country’s residents who get 
paid in pounds. The minimum 
monthly wage is 675,000 
pounds or ($27).

VIeNNA (AP): Negotiators gath-
ered in Vienna on Monday to re-
sume talks over reviving Iran’s 
2015 nuclear deal with world 
powers, with hopes of quick prog-
ress muted after the arrival of a 
hard-line new government in Teh-
ran led to a more than five-month 
hiatus.

The remaining signatories to 
the nuclear deal formally known 
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action — Iran, Russia, China, 
France, Germany and Britain — 
will convene at the PalaisCoburg, 
the luxury hotel where the agree-
ment was signed six years ago. 
The talks come as Austria remains 
locked down over the coronavirus, 
which start a week earlier over a 
surge in cases.

The last round of talks, aimed 
at bringing Iran back into compli-
ance with the agreement and pav-
ing the way for the U.S. to rejoin, 
was held in June. Since then, the 
task has only become more diffi-
cult.

The U.S. is not at the table be-
cause it unilaterally pulled out of 
the deal in 2018 under then-Presi-
dent Donald Trump, who restored 
and augmented American sanc-
tions in a campaign of “maximum 
pressure” to try to force Iran into 
renegotiating the pact.

President Joe Biden has sig-
naled that he wants to rejoin the 
deal. A U.S. delegation headed by 
the administration’s special envoy 
for Iran, Robert Malley, is partici-
pating indirectly in the talks, with 
diplomats from the other coun-

tries acting as go-betweens.
The nuclear deal saw Iran limit 

its enrichment of uranium in ex-
change for the lifting of economic 
sanctions. Since the deal’s collapse, 
Iran now enriches small amounts 
of uranium up to 60% purity — a 
short step from weapons-grade 
levels of 90%. Iran also spins ad-
vanced centrifuges barred by the 
accord and its uranium stockpile 
now far exceeds the accord’s lim-
its.

Iran maintains its atomic pro-
gram is peaceful. However, U.S. 
intelligence agencies and interna-
tional inspectors say Iran had an 
organized nuclear weapons pro-
gram up until 2003. Nonprolifera-
tion experts fear the brinkmanship 
could push Tehran toward even 
more-extreme measures to try and 
force the West to lift sanctions.

Making matters more difficult, 
United Nations nuclear inspec-
tors remain unable to fully moni-
tor Iran’s program after Tehran 
limited their access. A trip to Iran 
last week by the head of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency, 
Rafael Grossi, failed to make any 
progress on that issue.

Russia’s top representative, 
Mikhail Ulyanov, said he held “use-
ful” informal consultations with 
officials from Iran and China on 
Sunday. That meeting, he said, was 
aimed at “better understanding 
(...) the updated negotiating posi-
tion of Tehran.“ Enrique Mora, the 
European Union official chairing 
the talks, on Twitter wrote Mon-
day of “intense preparatory work 

ongoing.”
A delegation appointed by new 

President EbrahimRaisi is joining 
the negotiations for the first time. 
Iran has made maximalist de-
mands, including calls for the U.S. 
to unfreeze $10 billion in assets as 
an initial goodwill gesture, a tough 
line that might be an opening gam-
bit.

Ali Bagheri, an Iranian nuclear 
negotiator, told Iranian state tele-
vision late Sunday that the Islamic 
Republic “has entered the talks 
with serious willpower and strong 
preparation.” However, he cau-
tioned that “we cannot anticipate 
a timeframe on the length of these 
talks now.”

Iranian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman SaeedKhatibzadeh 
meanwhile suggested Monday 
that the U.S. could “receive a ticket 
for returning to the room” of the 
nuclear talks if it agrees to “the 
real lifting of sanctions.” He also 
criticized a recent opinion piece 
written by the foreign ministers of 
Britain and Israel that pledged to 
“work night and day to prevent the 
Iranian regime from ever becom-
ing a nuclear power.”

In an interview with NPR 
broadcast Friday, U.S. negotiator 
Malley said signs from Iran “are 
not particularly encouraging.”

Russia’s Ulyanov said there’s 
pressure to get the process mov-
ing after “a very protracted pause.”

“The talks can’t last forever,” 
he tweeted on Sunday. “There is 
the obvious need to speed up the 
process.”

LoNDoN (AP): Doz-
ens of customers who 
stopped for a drink at 
Britain’s highest altitude 
pub got a longer stay 
than they bargained for, 
after the building was cut 
off by a blizzard.

Sixty-one people 
woke up Monday after 
their third night at the 
Tan Hill Inn in the York-
shire Dales, 270 miles 
(435 kilometers) north 
of London. They have 
been unable to leave 
since Friday, when a late 
autumn storm brought 
snow and heavy winds 
that felled power cables 
and blocked roads.

The pub sits 1,732 
feet (528 meters) above 
sea level and is used 
to being cut off by bad 
weather.

Manager Nicola 
Townsend said staff had 
organized movies, a quiz 
night and karaoke for the 
stranded guests. They 
have also been enter-
tained by an Oasis cover 
band, Noasis, who have 
also been stuck at the 
pub since their gig on 
Friday night.

Townsend said the 
guests were “in really 
good spirits.”

“They’ve formed 
quite a friendship ... like 
a big family is the best 
way I can describe it,” 
she said. “One lady actu-
ally said ‘I don’t want to 
leave.’”

Townsend said she 
hoped people would be 
able to head home later 
Monday once roads had 
been cleared.

THe HAGUe, Neth-
erlands (AP): Dutch 
military police arrested 
a husband and wife Sun-
day who had left a hotel 
where they were being 
quarantined after test-
ing positive for COVID-19 
and boarded a plane.

Local media reported 
that the couple were try-
ing to fly home to Spain.

A spokeswoman for 
the local security author-
ity that covers Amster-
dam’s Schiphol Airport 
said Monday that an in-
vestigation was under-
way into whether the 
couple had committed 
a crime and should be 
prosecuted.

“Quarantine is not 
obligatory, but we as-
sume people will act re-
sponsibly,” spokeswom-
an Petra Faber said. “But 
there was a couple that 
wanted to go home and 
they tried to fly home. 
The Royal Marechaussee 
took them off the plane 
and handed them back to 
the local health author-
ity.”

When authorities 
heard the couple had left 

the hotel, the head of the 
local security authority, 
Marianne Schuurmans, 
quickly signed an isola-
tion order that empow-
ered the Marechaussee 
police force to detain the 
couple.

“These people they 
are now in enforced iso-
lation no longer in our 
municipality but in a 
hospital elsewhere in the 
Netherlands,” Faber said.

Authorities, citing 
privacy rules, declined 
to give more detail about 
the couple or whether 
they had tested positive 
for the new omicron vari-
ant of the coronavirus.

A total of 624 peo-
ple arrived at Amster-
dam’s Schiphol Airport 
on Friday on two flights 
from South Africa. Tests 
showed that 61 of them 
had COVID-19 and se-
quencing of samples 
has so far shown that 
at least 13 of them 
have the new variant. 
Schuurmans told Dutch 
broadcaster WNL “it is 
incomprehensible that 
people who had tested 
positive would do this.”

LoNDoN (AP): The in-
dependent body advising 
the British government 
on the rollout of corona-
virus vaccines is mull-
ing whether to expand 
the booster program to 
younger age groups fol-
lowing the discovery 
of the new, potentially 
more dangerous omicron 
variant, with a decision 
widely expected later 
Monday.

The Joint Commit-
tee on Vaccination and 
Immunisation has been 
asked by the British gov-
ernment to consider the 
merits of expanding the 
booster program to mil-
lions more people under 
the age of 40 and cutting 
the time period to a third 
jab.

Prof. Anthony Harn-
den, deputy chair of the 
JCVI, told the BBC that 
it was “really important 
that we get the immunity 
levels in the population 
high” in case the omicron 
variant is more transmis-
sible or protection from 
the vaccines is reduced.

The expected an-
nouncement comes after 
the Scottish Government 
announced that six cases 
of the omicron variant 
have been identified in 
Scotland, which takes the 
U.K. total to nine.

It said Monday it has 
asked public health au-
thorities to undertake 
enhanced contact tracing 
in all cases.

Scottish Health Sec-
retary HumzaYousaf said 
authorities need to be 

“cautious” until more is 
known about the variant.

“Questions remain 
about its severity, trans-
missibility and response 
to treatments or vaccines 
and scientists are work-
ing at pace to provide 
additional information,” 
Yousaf said.

Over the weekend, 
health authorities found 
three cases of the vari-
ant in England, which 
prompted the British 
government to tighten 
rules on mask-wearing 
and testing of arrivals in 
the country.

British Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson said 
Saturday it was neces-
sary to take “targeted 
and precautionary mea-
sures” in England. The 
other nations of the U.K. 
have had more stringent 
rules in place over the 
past few months follow-
ing the lifting of most 
lockdown restrictions.

The new rules for 
England, which will see 
mask-wearing made 
compulsory in shops and 
on public transport on 
Tuesday, though not in 
pubs and restaurants, are 
expected to be reviewed 
in three weeks.

Britain has also con-
vened an urgent meet-
ing of the Group of Seven 
health ministers on Mon-
day to discuss the vari-
ant. The G-7 is made up 
of the leading industrial 
economies — Canada, 
Britain, France, Germany, 
Italy, Japan and the Unit-
ed States.

PARIS (AP): French au-
thorities are waiting 
Monday for laboratory 
confirmation of eight 
suspected cases of the 
new variant of the coro-
navirus, involving people 
who traveled recently to 
southern Africa.

Testing already con-
ducted determined that 
the travelers were posi-
tive for the virus but not 

for one of its previous 
variants. Follow-up ge-
netic testing was being 
done to see if they were 
infected with the new 
omicron variant. The 
Health Ministry said 
Sunday night that results 
could take several days.

If confirmed, they 
would be France’s first 
known cases of the omi-
cron variant.
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WINTER WARDROBE! The model, Emily Ratajkowski rocks 
a zebra coat and matching miniskirt with red suede boots and a fluffy black 
hat while out in London.
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EtCETERA

Aries:
"There is never a dearth of love, wealth, money and op-
portunities in your world." Now, let's repeat that a few 
times, shall we? Let's affirm all that is blessed and beauti-
ful. Something tells us you have stepped into a significant 
period of financial growth, and that things are going to 
look better from here. So, do your bit. Exercise both your 
strength and your manifesting muscles as you leave the 
rest to the divine forces above. There's a plan in place for 
you, boo, and it's going to blow your mind.
Tip: Abundance is a lifestyle, Aries.
Taurus:
Albert Einstein once said, “I am neither clever nor es-
pecially gifted. I am only very, very curious.” His words 
of wisdom are something you're being asked to ponder 
upon today as you begin to find new avenues to explore 
your truth. Take this one as an experiment, if you must, 
and maintain the findings in your journal. Oh, the things 
you will discover about the multiverse within, Taurus!
Tip: "Curiosity" is the magic word.
Gemini:
What you believe is what you embody. If you believe you 
are stuck with no way out and the world is conspiring 
against you, you will never be able to see the doors that 
are open in front of you. However, if you are willing to 
expand your mind and view things from a different per-

spective, open doors will make themselves visible to you. 
So, question the beliefs you are currently operating from 
and assess whether or not they're worth holding onto.
Tip: Are your beliefs propelling you forward or holding you 
hostage?
Cancer:
If you feel you are being nudged in a certain direction over 
and over, it's for a reason. Many of you are being offered 
a new pathway, something you have been consciously 
manifesting for a while now. It is okay to be intimidated. 
We all are, when confronted with the unknown. But, you 
always have the option to start small and see where the 
road is leading you towards. 'One step at a time' is the 
mantra you want to follow, Cancer.
Tip: A new pathway is opening up for you.
Leo:
“We are all in the gutter, but some of us are looking at the 
stars.” Meditate upon this quote by Oscar Wilde as you 
sip on your morning tea, Leo. You are being reminded 
again and again of the magic that surrounds you. So, 
embrace hope and optimism and optimism and hope, 
and approach today with a sense of newness. Things 
are going to take a turn for the better, Leo. Things are 
going to take a turn for the better, we promise.
Tip: Open yourself to the magic that surrounds you.
Virgo:

Scarcity or growth: where are you vibrating at, Virgo? Ex-
amining your relationship with money will help you with 
the answer. If you are putting in time and effort to grow 
financially, whilst allowing yourself the pleasures of be-
ing in the material world, you're choosing the latter daily. 
But, if you're desperately clinging onto every last penny, 
then you're not going to make much progress. Your re-
ality begins to reflect your thoughts, so make sure you 
choose wisely.
Tip: Abundance attracts abundance.
Libra:
Things are looking good and feeling fine on the finan-
cial front. You are witnessing a steady growth in your 
income, which is something you have been manifest-
ing for a while now. To stay in the energy of abun-
dance, continue to share mindfully and from a space 
of openness. Things are only going to get better from 
here. Things are only going to get better from here, 
Libra.
Tip: Stay in the energy of abundance. That's all!
Scorpio:
New beginnings on the work and career front are 
showing up in your cards. For those of you looking 
for a new job or promotion, this is the time to send 
out feelers, connect with  the right people and mani-
fest your goals. But, big dreams require big actions, 

Scorpio. They also require a big shift in the way that 
you approach the material world. So, transmute those 
limiting beliefs about money. Stop telling yourself the 
story that success *doesn't* come easy. This will help 
you tap into your infinite potential and create the life 
you have always desired for yourself, in the here and 
now.
Tip: Transmute the negative thought patterns.
Sagittarius:
Having a grand idea of what you want your life to look 
like is only the first step. Having the willpower to see 
your vision through? Now, that requires a different set 
of muscles altogether. This is something your circum-
stances are challenging you to learn, Sagittarius. Yes, 
you will face many obstacles along the way. Yes, you 
will be challenged by those who do not understand 
your life path. Take this all in your stride as you work 
relentlessly towards the end goal.
Tip: Do you have the willpower to see your dreams 
through?
Capricorn:
Author Julien Smith writes, “Going into the unknown 
is how you expand what is known.” Something to reflect 
upon as you sip on your morning tea, Capricorn. This is 
a time of rowing forward, of leaving the familiar behind, 
and making your way towards calmer shores. Choose to 

gaze ahead rather than holding on to the past, which in 
turn will help you make space for growth.
Tip: Embrace what's coming your way, beautiful.
Aquarius:
It's time for a peace offering, Aquarius. It's time to re-
member that everything else is an illusion but love. 
Something tells you radiance and positivity will help 
heal the relationships that have been topsy turvy 
for some time now. This is also a time of reassess-
ing your morning rituals and committing to wake up 
with the sun. It may or may not happen everyday. 
But, hey, we've all got to start somewhere! 
Tip: Make them a peace offering.
Pisces:
Stepping into the role of a leader requires certain 
sacrifices, the most important of which is letting the 
team lead while you nudge them from the back. 
This means being aware of the strengths and 
weaknesses of every team member and providing 
them with the opportunity to enhance their former 
whilst working on the latter. If you do all the work 
yourself, you will make a good employee but not a 
good leader. So, be the visionary you're meant to 
be and inspire the best in others. PS: This is a time 
to co-create magic, Pisces.
Tip: A leader knows how to bring out the best in others.
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Katie Thurston's boyfriend John Hersey shuts 
down rumors she cheated on Blake Moynes

National award-winning choreographer K Sivasankar dies of 
covid at 72. SS rajamouli, Sonu Sood and others tweet tributes

lindsay lohan announces she is engaged
Actress Lindsay Lohan an-

nounced she is engaged 
to Bader Shammas in a series 
of cuddly Instagram photos 
on Sunday morning.

"My love.My life.My fam-
ily. My future," Lohan wrote 
on her verified Instagram ac-

count, tagging Shammas and 
adding a diamond ring emoji.

The post features four 
low-resolution photos show-
ing the two in a happy em-
brace, including a look at Lo-
han's sparkling engagement 
ring. Lohan, now 35, is best 

known for her star perfor-
mances in "The Parent Trap," 
in which she played identical 
twins, and the teen comedy 
"Mean Girls."

Once a fixture of the tab-
loid media, she had several 
prominent legal and person-

al struggles about a decade 
ago, but she has had a lower 
public profile in recent years. 
She still has an Instagram fol-
lowing of 9.7 million people, 
while Shammas has a private 
profile with just under 600 
followers.

"This has been a wild couple days to say 
the least," Bachelorette contestant John 
Hersey wrote on Reddit, denying there 
was any "wrongdoing" about his and Katie 
Thurston's romance.

John Hersey is setting the record 
straight about his new romance with 
Bachelorette star Katie Thurston.

Just last week, E! News confirmed that 
Katie and John were officially dating. How-
ever, Bachelor Nation fans pointed out how 
quickly Katie moved on from her breakup 
with fiancé Blake Moynes after they called 
off their engagement in late October.

Blake himself was taken aback by his 
ex's romance with John. On the Nov. 24 ep-
isode of the Talking It Out With Bachelor 
Nation podcast, he questioned the duo's 
relationship "timeline" and wondered if 
Katie was "in some sense, emotionally 
cheating" on him when they were together.

As the rumors about Katie and John's 
relationship continued, John took to Red-
dit to shed more light on the matter, deny-
ing that there was ever any "wrongdoing" 

before Katie and Blake ended their engage-
ment. A source confirmed to E! News that 
the Bachelorette star published the post. 
"I'm sure there's no question why I've cho-

sen this moment to speak up," John's mes-
sage read. "This has been a wild couple 
days to say the least. I am absolutely in 

favor of everybody having their own opin-
ion, voicing that opinion, and hell, arguing 
and yelling about that opinion. What hurts 
me, however, is watching SO many of you 

build assumptions and throw around ac-
cusations based on very limited knowl-
edge of a situation." According to John, 

he and Katie "developed an incredible 
and deep friendship over the last half-
year or so," adding that their bond was 
"ALWAYS platonic."

"The boundaries of our friendship 
with respect to her ongoing relationship 
never even required addressing, because 
it was never a thought in our minds that 
we would ever be anything more," the re-
ality TV star explained. "You guys- she was 
engaged. It is apparent that many of you 
misjudge how both her and I view that 
commitment. Neither Katie nor I would 
ever cheat, push someone to cheat, or be 
involved in cheating. It is not in our nature. 
It is not acceptable. It is not okay."

John acknowledged that the timing of 
their relationship "seems fast and messy." 
However, he explained that their chem-
istry was undeniable and he was "falling 
helplessly for his best friend."

"Once Katie and I realized there was a 
romantic connection that we were inter-
ested in exploring, we were not starting 
from scratch; we were building off of the 

foundation of a close friendship through 
which, we had already gotten to know 
each other so well," he wrote. "The speed 
at which I fell for this incredible, nurtur-
ing, and genuinely caring human being 
was honestly terrifying. I was scared. But 
every step of the way felt so right."

He continued, "Our decision to come 
out publicly was a decision to pursue hap-
piness in the way we wanted. Disagreeing 
with someone for how they decide to go 
about it is okay. Everybody is different. I 
understand."

John took a moment to apologize to 
anyone who "felt emotionally triggered by 
how our actions have been perceived."

"It deeply saddens me to think that my 
and Katie's relationship could have been a 
source of anxiety for ANYONE," he added. 
"As I mentioned before, cheating in any 
form is unacceptable, and I'm sorry if it 
looked as though either of us were taking 
advantage of anyone's trust." Katie has yet 
to publicly comment on the rumors or her 
new romance.

New Delhi: National Award-winning 
choreographer K Sivasankar dies due 
to COVID-19 related complications at 
the age of 72 on Sunday. According 
to the sources at the hos-
pital, where he was being 
treated for the coronavirus, 
the Telugu choreographer 
died yesterday in Hyder-
abad, reports news agency 
PTI. Sivasankar's eldest son 
also tested positive for CO-
VID-19 and is undergoing 
treatment for the viral in-
fection. After K Sivasankar's 
death, several members of 
the film fraternity mourned 
him on social media. Actor-
philanthropist SonuSood, 
who extended financial sup-
port to K Sivasankar's fam-
ily to pay the medical bills 
for the choreographer's ex-
pensive treatment for CO-
VID-19 last week, tweeted: 
"Heartbroken to hear about 
the demise of Shiv Shankar 
masterji. Tried our best to 
save him but God had differ-
ent plans. Will always miss 
you, masterji. May almighty 
give strength to the family 
to bear this loss. Cinema will 
always miss you sir."  

South director SS Raja-
mouli, who worked with K 
Sivasankar in the 2015's epic Baahubali: 
The Beginning and 2009's Magadheera, 
offered condolences to the 72-year-old's 
family with these emotional words: "Sad 
to know that renowned choreographer 
Shiva Shankar Master garu has passed 
away. Working with him for Magadheera 

was a memorable experience. May his 
soul rest in peace.Condolences to his 
family."

Actress KhushbuSundar remem-

bered working with Sivasankar in "doz-
ens of songs" and wrote: "We have lost 
a great talent today. Choreographer 
#Shivshankar master. Have done dozens 
of songs with him. I use to specifically 
ask for him to Choreograph songs which 
had masti, romance and dance. You will 

be missed Master ji. #OmShanti #RIP."
Choreographer-director-actor Prab-

hu Deva's eulogy read: "Heartbroken to 
hear about the demise of Shiv Shankar 

masterji. Deepest condo-
lences, May his soul Rest In 
Peace #RipshivaShankar-
masterji."

Last week, an appeal for 
helping K Sivasankar's fam-
ily to pay his medical bills 
was shared by PR consul-
tant for the south film in-
dustry Vamsi Kaka on Twit-
ter. "Noted choreographer 
Shivashankar Master affect-
ed with COVID-19 and now 
in critical condition. Due to 
expensive treatment, the 
family is unable to pay the 
bills. Please help," it read. 
Sometime later, SonuSood, 
who is known for his phil-
anthropic work during and 
even after the coronavirus 
crisis, replied to the tweet 
and wrote: "I am already in 
touch with the family. Will 
try my best to save his life." 
Read SonuSood's tweet 
here:

K Sivasankar was a re-
nowned choreographer in 
the south film industry. He 
won the National Award for 
Best Choreography for his 

work in Rajamouli's film Magadheera, 
co-starring Ram Charan and KajalAg-
garwal. He also choreographed songs in 
movies like VishwaThulasi and Thiru-
daThirudi. Apart from choreographing 
songs, Sivasankar also acted in some of 
the Telugu and Tamil films.


