
REBYNA RANA
Namchi, 19 Mar:

SDF president, Chief 
Minister Pawan 

Chamling, announced 
today that the second 
and final list of SDF can-
didates will be declared 
on 22 March. He also 
categorically stated that 
indiscipline within the 
party will not be toler-
ated and those trying to 
exert pressure for tickets 
will not be given tickets 
and disciplinary action 
initiated against them.

Addressing a press 
meet today at his resi-
dence in Ghurpisey near 
Namchi today, the SDF 
president said that such 
persons are only focused 
on their personal agen-
das and are not thinking 
about the people. 

“Those who are with 
the people will definitely 
work with me,” he said.

He also rubbished Sik-
kim Krantikari Morcha 

president, PS Tamang’s 
[Golay] announcement 
of seizing property of the 
corrupt and depositing Rs 

5 lakh in every person’s 
bank account after his 
party comes to power. 

He said that seizing 

and auctioning assets is a 
long drawn-out affair. 

“Firstly, you have to 
file a case, take it to the 

trial court and then to 
the higher courts. It will 
take years and years. So 
to make such statements 
is nothing but an eyewash. 
They have no original pro-
grammes as such for Sik-
kim,” said Mr Chamling.

He pointed out that 
Mr Tamang is himself 
convicted in a corruption 
case and such a state-
ment coming from him 
was laughable. 

“A convicted person 
is saying this? He has 
received the certificate 
of corruption from the 
courts. If you see the 
track record of 25 years 
of SDF government, you 
will find that not a sin-
gle PIL of corruption 
has been admitted in the 
courts against us. This 
proves that SDF govern-
ment is not corrupt,” said 
Mr Chamling.

On being asked if he 
thought the opposition
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2014 was exciting, ugly, close and bitter
POLL
vault

PEMA WANGCHUK DORJEE
Gangtok, 19 Mar:

As Sikkim stares at elections barely three 
weeks away and political parties tweak 

their campaign strategy and candidate lists, a 
recap of how the chips fell in 2014 is in order. 
As much as such a re-
view will jog up mem-
ories from this time 
five years ago, it might 
also help put things in 
perspective, and from 
there one could get a 
sense of how differ-
ent or similar 2019  is 
shaping up to be.

Election 2014 had 
the makings of an 
electoral contest on 
a scale that the State 
had not experienced 
in a long while. And 
it delivered. Not since 
1994 had Sikkim 
seen a political envi-
ronment vitiated with so much bitterness, 
violence, nervous energy, frayed nerves and 
even optimism. 

The Opposition was left with a vacuum 
ever since the late Nar Bahadur Bhandari 
lost the elections. SDF had enjoyed a cake-
walk in the past two elections of 2004 and 

2009 and for much of its fourth term in of-
fice [2009-2014]; it appeared that it would 
sail through a walkover in 2014 as well.

But there was dissent in the SDF ranks 
and the anti-incumbency sentiment co-
alesced around it. There were also around 

70,000 new voters in the State making up 
for a substantial 18% of the electorate here. 
Slightly over 13,000 of these new voters 
were first-time voters, a generation which 
was born and became of voting age under an 
SDF Government. This block formed an im-
portant constituency, one which could not 

be swayed with pre-SDF comparisons and 
was clearly more interested in future projec-
tions and perhaps more excited by chatter 
on their preferred [social] media platforms 
than the staidness of public meetings. 

As Sikkim went to the polls in April 
2014, there were 121 
candidates in the fray, 
an average of three 
per constituency, woo-
ing an electorate of 
3,70,770 of whom, 
83.65%, decided to 
vote on 12 April, 2014, 
the election day. Al-
though this voting 
percentage was slight-
ly lower than the last 
election, the absolute 
numbers tell a differ-
ent story. The 3,10,135 
Sikkimese who voted 
in 2014 [83.65% of 
the electorate] were 
more than even the to-

tal number of voters registered in Sikkim in 
2009 – 3,00,584.

The run-up to the elections had been ex-
tremely violent with clashes being reported 
on a daily basis. South and West districts 
were more severely caught in the SKM-SDF 
crossfire and East          turn to pg02

Indiscipline within party will 
not be tolerated: Chamling

SKM announces 3 
more candidates

sanjeet kharel
Namthang-Rateypani

bishnu kuMar 
khatiwara

Rhenock
arun uprety

Arithang

SUMMit REPORt
Gangtok, 19 Mar: 

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha today released its 

second list of candidates 
for the upcoming Assem-
bly elections in the State. 

The parliamentary 
board of SKM has decided 
on Bishnu Kumar Khatiwa-
da for Rhenock constituency 
in East Sikkim, Arun Upreti 

for Arithang constituency 
in East Sikkim and Sanjit 
Kharel for Namthang-Rat-
eypani constituency in 
South Sikkim, an SKM 
press release informs.

SKM, it may be re-
called had won from 
Rhenock and Arithang 
constituencies in 2014 
only to have the MLAs 
eventually switch sides 

to the SDF.
As for Namthang Rat-

eypani, the SKM presi-
dent, PS Tamang [Golay], 
had contested from this 
constituency in 2014 and 
lost to SDF’s Tilu Gurung.

SKM’s first list had 
announced candidates 
for nine constituencies 
so it now has 12 official 
candidates in the fray.  

HSP picks Biraj for LS ticket, 
releases second list of candidates
SAGAR CHHEtRi
Gangtok, 19 Mar: 

Hamro Sikkim Party 
[HSP] spokesperson, 

Biraj Adhikari, was an-
nounced as the party’s 
Lok Sabha candidate from 
Sikkim. He will also be 
contesting the assembly 
elections from Rhenock 
constituency as the HSP 
candidate. Mr Adhikari had 
contested from Rhenock 
representing SNPP in 2009 
and had also  contested as 
the Lok Sabha candidate 
of Congress in 2004.

HSP released its third 
list of candidates for the 
simultaneous elections 
containing names of can-
didates for four more as-

sembly constituencies and 
the lone Lok Sabha seat.

Rudra Khatiwara will 
be contesting from Chu-
jachen in East Sikkim as 

the HSP candidate. He 
had recently joined HSP 
after quitting Sikkim 
Democratic Front. 

turn to pg02

Five SDF candidates file nomination 
papers in South Sikkim

Namchi, 19 Mar [IPR]: 
Five SDF candidates 
filed a total of nine nom-
ination papers between 
them in South Sikkim 
today, the second day of 
filing of nominations for 

the upcoming Lok Sabha 
and Assembly elections. 
It may be recalled that no 
nominations were filed 
on the first day.

Returning Officer 
(South), Ragul K, in-

forms that four candi-
dates filed two nomina-
tion papers each.

For Melli constituency, 
45-year-old Farwanti Ta-
mang, the SDF candidate, 

turn to pg02

Expenditure 
Observers 
announced for 
South district
Namchi, 19 Mar 
[iPR]: Returning Offi-
cer (South), Ragul K, 
informed today that BG 
Krishnan and Inder So-
lanki have been appointed 
Expenditure Observers for 
assembly constituencies in 
South District. 

Mr Krishnan will be 
looking after Barfung, 
Poklok-Kamrang, Nam-
chi-Singhithang and Melli 
constituencies, while Mr 
Solanki will be in charge 
for Namthang-Rateypani, 

turn to pg02
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would present a strong challenge this time, Mr Cham-
ling said, “There is no challenge as such but elections 
are taking place. I always take elections seriously, 
never underestimating the opposition parties or 
overestimating myself.”

On allegations of the election campaign starting 
with his riding a Savari taxi being a political gimmick, 
he said that he chose to do so because taxis are how 
the common people commute. 

“I wanted to show my respect to the common peo-
ple and started my campaign on a Savari taxi with the 
main objective to form a government by, for and of 
the lay people. I felt close to the people and emotional 
when I took the ride. It was a new experiment. The 
message I wanted to give was that SDF is a party of 
the common people of Sikkim,” said Mr Chamling. 

He added that alliances of opposition parties do 
not make a difference to SDF. It shows how strong the 
SDF party is.

Responding to media queries on what the position 
was on the Karmapa to Sikkim effort, he informed 
that since the Karmapa was now abroad, and be-
cause the travel restrictions on him had been lifted, 
should SDF return to office, efforts will continue to 
bring him to Sikkim.

He mentioned that a senior delegation will be put 
together to call on the Karmapa and try and convince 
him to visit and bless Sikkim. This point, he added, 
has also been included in the party manifesto which 
will be released soon.

Indiscipline within...

Temi-Namphing, Yangang-Rangang and Tumin-Lingi 
constituencies. 

Mr Krishnan and Mr Solanki can be reached on 
8637865524 and 7001433361 respectively. 

Details of the Assistant Expenditure Observers 
were also released today with Ben Kumar Mukh-
ia [Phone No: 9593285930], Bhuwan Gurung 
[8670628935], Tulsi Shilwal [9832062408], and 
Dhurba Mukhia [9733255176] assisting Mr Krish-
nan and Meen Prakash Rai [8167743731], SK Prad-
han [9832517971], Nishant Dahal [9593285311] and 
Daya Ram Kharel [9434241182] assisting Mr Solanki.

Additionally, a District Expenditure Monitoring 
Committee to address disputes or disagreements in 
election expenditure of the candidates has also been 
formed for the eight constituencies. Mr Krishnan and 
Mr Solanki will lead the committee alongside the Re-
turning Oficer and Assistant Returning Officer. 

A three-member committee involving the RO, ARO 
and Chief Pay and Accounts Officer (South) has also 
been formed for taking decisions on seized cash during 
General and Assembly Elections in South District.

Expenditure Observers...

The other HSP candidates are Phurkit Lepcha 
from Yuksom-Tashiding in West Sikkim and Sangay 
Chopel Bhutia from Gnathang-Machong constituency 
in East Sikkim.  

Addressing a press conference here today, Mr 
Adhikari stated that his main agenda would be the 
protection and strengthening of the Article 371F. 

He alleged violation and dilution of the old laws of 
Sikkim and the Article 371F in 25 years of SDF gov-
ernment. 

He alleged that the Chief Minister has failed to 
work for Sikkim and its people and contended that he 
was a “compromised” CM trying his best to save him-
self from CBI. 

Mr Khatiwara, in turn, stated that only HSP had 
youth-centric programmes and policies and was di-
rectly connected with the hopes and aspiration of the 
youth of Sikkim. 

He alleged that other political parties in Sik-
kim have been misleading and deceiving the youth 
through propaganda. 

Likewise, Ms Lepcha, who is an entrepreneur from 
West Sikkim, and Mr Bhutia, who is a driver by profes-
sion, thanked the party for providing them the oppor-
tunity to work for the people of their respective areas 
and assured to work hard to make the party stronger.

Mr Adhikari informed that in next few days the 
party will declare all its candidates. He added that the 
party has been on a door-to-door campaign in differ-
ent parts of the State.

HSP picks Biraj...

filed two nomination papers, while Namthang-Ratey-
pani constituency saw 37-year-old Birjan Tamang of 
SDF file two nomination papers as well. 

Similarly, for Temi Namphing constituency, 
54-year-old Minister Garja Man Gurung of SDF filed 
two nomination papers, and from Rangang Yangang, 
39-year-old Raj Kumari Thapa who filed a nomination 
papers as the SDF candidate. 

For Tumin-Lingi constituency, 59-year-old Minister 
Ugen T Gyatso Bhutia of SDF filed two nomination papers. 

All five candidates also took the oath of affirma-
tion administered by the Returning Officer.

No nomination papers have thus far been filed for 
Barfung, Poklok-Kamrang and Namchi-Singhithang con-
stituencies. While the SDF has not yet announced a can-
didate for Barfung, Chief Minister Pawan Chamling will 
be contesting from the latter two constituencies.

Five SDF candidates...

and North Sikkim expe-
rienced the bloodletting 
only vicariously. Unfor-
tunately for Sikkim, two 
lives were lost to mind-
less campaign violence. 
Given the viciousness 
with which the cam-
paigning was being cho-
reographed, with more 
focus on muscle-flexing 
than even organizing 
campaign meetings, fa-
talities were perhaps to 
be expected.

Although two nation-
al parties – BJP and Con-
gress – and one regional 
party from the neigh-
bourhood, TMC, fielded 
candidates, interestingly, 
there was only one more 
“local” party, SKM, apart 
from SDF, in the fray and 
a handful of independent 
candidates. The NOTA 
option also debuted in 
2014 and did rather well, 
sometimes even better 
than the national parties.

The contest, how-

ever, was always going 
to be between SDF and 
SKM, and this reflects in 
the number of forfeited 
deposits. A staggering 
number of 57 candidates, 
nearly half of the total 
121 people who filed 
nomination papers failed 
to receive even 1/6th of 
the votes polled in their 
constituencies and went 
on to lose their security 
deposits as well. Given 
that 32 MLAs were elect-
ed, and since this was a 
head-on contest between 
SDF and SKM, save the 64 
candidates they had be-
tween them every other 
candidate forfeited their 
deposits.

And this statistic is 
reflected in the vote-
share as well, with re-
ceiving 55% of the votes 
and SKM securing 40.8%. 
Interestingly, NOTA came 
in third with 1.4% of the 
votes polled and that 
should say something 

about the appeal any oth-
er party commanded in 
the State five years back.

SDF saw its vote-
share fall by 10% as 
compared to 2009 which 
interestingly translated 
into a 10 seat drop in its 
Assembly strength as 
well. In absolute num-
bers though, SDF saw the 
number of votes polled in 
its favour actually grow 
from 1,65,991 in 2009 
to 1,69,983 in 2014. At a 
very superficial level, one 
can surmise that while 
SDF managed to retain 
a substantial number 
of traditional voters, it 
could not find much cur-
rency with the 70,000 
new voters enrolled in 
Sikkim between 2009 
and 2014.

As a result, where 
SDF had commanded a 
32/32 presence in the 
Legislative Assembly in 
2009-14, it had 22 MLAs 
when its fifth term in 

office began. All the ten 
seats it lost went to SKM.

This was the stron-
gest electoral perfor-
mance by an opposition 
party ever in Sikkim. 
SKM was riding a strong 
wave promising change, 
had managed to have its 
message resonate with 
nearly half the voters but 
fumbled in the last mile. 
Its identification with a 
more aggressive form of 
politics clearly worked 
against it and SDF, which 
had already been in of-
fice for 20 years and 
facing anti-incumbency 
and fatigue, managed to 
retain enough support-
ers to win a fifth term as 
well. Now, as Sikkim pre-
pares for Election 2019, 
although there appear 
to be more contenders 
in the field, the nature 
of politicking and quali-
ty/ tenor of campaigning 
does not appear to have 
changed much.

2014 was exciting...

Dt Lepcha and Pintso Chopel 
Lepcha file nominations

Gangtok, 19 Mar 
(iPR): On the second 
day of filing nominations 
two candidates filed their 
nomination papers. One 
candidate, DT Lepcha filed 
his nomination for Gna-
thang Machong Assembly 
Constituency and Pintso 

Chopel Lepcha filed his 
nomination for Gangtok 
Assembly Constituency.

Also most of the Form 
12 have been received 
from employees de-
ployed in election duties 
and have been sent to 
CEO office for prepara-

tion of postal ballot pa-
pers. Any left-out cases 
especially the drivers 
proposed for poll day du-
ties and polling vehicles 
are requested to immedi-
ately submit their Form 
12 duly filled. 

It is also informed 

that candidates are re-
quired to bring 4 pass-
port size photos, bank 
account details (to be 
opened one day prior) 
and also their email 
addresses and mobile 
number at the time of 
filing nomination.

Girl students tour 
Manipur under 

exchange programme 

Gangtok, 19 Mar 
(iPR): Human Resource 
Development Depart-
ment, Government of 
Sikkim, under Samagra 
Shiksha, organised a 
weeklong “Students Ex-
change Programme” in 
Manipur starting from 
02 Feb 2019, for second-
ary level girl students. 

This is one of the vari-
ous flagship programmes 
of Ministry of Human 
Resource Development, 
Government of India 
which is being imple-
mented in States to build 
confidence and facilitate 
learning experiences in 
the field of academics, 
culture and tradition of 
different schools within 
and outside the states for 
the students.

Fifty girl students of 
Namchi Senior Second-
ary School, South District 
and Kasturba Ghandhi 
Balika Vidyalaya, West 
Sikkim were warm-
ly hosted in the Resi-
dential School, Lam-
boikhongnangkhong, 
Imphal, at Manipur.  

The students were 
taken to various educa-
tional and tourist sites 
like Keibul Lamjao Na-
tional Park, Imphal Plan-
etarium, Loktak Lake, In-
dia Peace Memorial, Mai-
bam-Lotpa Ching, Mani-
pur and Airview stadium. 
The students enjoyed 
an exchange of cultural 
performance of Mani-
puri dances with their 
Folk and Maruni dance 
and the programme also 
incorporated interactive 
session among the stu-
dents of both the states. 

The teams were 
led by teachers Nanda 
Kumar Chettri, Siksita 
Devan, Sunita Pradhan 
and Prerna Lepcha from 
KGBV SS, West and Nam-
chi SSS, South District.  
The programme con-
cluded successfully on 08 
Feb 2019 and they have 
thanked the ACS HRDD, 
G.P.Upadhaya, the State 
Project Director, HRDD, 
and concerned officials 
of both states for all the 
support extended to the 
students of Sikkim.

DEO East holds 
meeting on expenditure 

monitoring with 
political parties 

Gangtok, 19 Mar (IPR): 
A meeting was held in 
the chamber of the Dis-
trict Election Officer 
(DEO), Kapil Meena 
with the various par-
ty representatives in-
forming them about 
the major provisions 
related to Expendi-
ture Monitoring which 
should be observed by 
all the various party 
candidates. 

The party represen-
tatives were advised 
on how the candidates 
are supposed to main-
tain accounts so as to 
ensure all expenses in-
curred by candidates 
are properly accounted 
for. Further clarifica-
tion was given by Ex-
penditure Observers to 
the queries and doubts 
raised by party repre-
sentatives.

Power Dept organizes 
training on AgDSM

Gangtok, 19 Mar (PiB): 
Energy and Power De-
partment organized day 
long training cum aware-
ness programme on Ag-
ricultural Demand-side 
Management (AgDSM) 
in collaboration with 
ICAR-Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra, East Sikkim, 
Ranipool on 16 Mar at 
ICAR-KVK, East Sikkim, 
Ranipool. 

More than 145 farm-
ers from different villag-
es of East Sikkim district 
participated in the pro-
gramme. The main pur-
pose of the programme 
was to reduce peak 
demand, shift the time 
during which electricity 
is consumed to off-peak 
hours and to reduce the 
total quantum of con-
sumption.

The programme 
was chaired by Dr. R.K 
Avasthe, Joint Director, 
ICAR-National Organic 
Farming Research In-
stitute, Tadong. In his 
opening remarks, he said 
that the rapid increase in 
electricity consumption 
of the agricultural sector 
is attributed to growth of 
rural electrification cou-
pled with policy of below 
cost electricity supply 
to farmers. He also em-
phasized on the present 
farming activities along 

with the existing state 
government schemes for 
the welfare of the farm-
ing community of the 
state. He also encouraged 
the farmers to adopt the 
intensive farming sys-
tem with the improved 
production technolo-
gies developed by the 
ICAR-NOFRI, Tadong.

The information 
about AgDSM was shared 
by Chief Engineer, DN 
Khatiwara and Addl. 
Chief Engineer cum Nod-
al Officer (SDA), Energy 
& Power Department, 
Gangtok, DK Sharma. 

Farmers were trained 
on Energy Conservation 
by Nawang Choden Lep-
cha [JE, SDA] and the 
knowledge on AgDSM 
was also shared through 
power point presenta-
tion by Nilanjan Bose and 
Dibakar Das Bairagh [En-
ergy Manager, Enfragy 
Solution Ltd., Kolkata].

During the pro-
gramme, Dr. Raghaven-
dra Singh [Sr. Scientist 
& Head (i/c)], Dr. P. K. 
Pathak [SMS-Animal 
Sc] and Boniface Lep-
cha [SMS-Horticulture, 
ICAR-Krishi Vigyan Ken-
dra, East Sikkim, Ra-
nipool] interacted with 
the farmers about the 
technical know-how on 
Kharif crops/season. 

DC-West briefs printers 
and publishers on MCC 

guidelines for them
Gyalshing, 19 Mar 
[iPR]: DC-cum-DEO West, 
Karma R. Bonpo, con-
vened a meeting today 
with printers and publish-
ers based in West Sikkim. 

The DEO explained the 
“restrictions on the print-
ing of pamphlets, posters 
etc” clause of model code of 
conduct to the proprietors 
present in the meeting. 

He explained that all 
election-related materials 
need to have the names and 
addresses of the publishers 
and the printers. He also 
mentioned that 3 sample 
copies of the printed mate-
rials along with the ‘Appen-

dix A’ needs to be submitted 
to the DEO.

The DEO advised that 
the Printers need to be 
careful while printing mate-
rials in regards to Elections 
and that Appendix A needs 
to be filled by the concerned 
publishers. 

He urged the printers 
that the Order of the Elec-
tion Commission No. 3/9/
(ES008)/94-J.S. II dated 
2nd September, 1994 needs 
to be followed without fail.

A copy of Appendix A 
was also provided by the 
Office of DEO West to 
the Printers present in 
the meeting.
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PAYiNG GUESt AVAiLABLE
PG available for working women & girls 

at EPCS Church premises, near Primula 
Lodge at Chruch Road, Gangtok,  Sikkim. 
Contact: Mob: 9064804782/ Watsapp No: 
9641549764.

StAtE BANK OF SiKKiM
(A Government of Sikkim Undertaking)

LAtERAL RECRUitMENt OF GENERAL MANAGER
iN StAtE BANK OF SiKKiM

ADVERtiSEMENt NO. SBS/GM/2019/01

DAtES FOR SUBMiSSiON OF APPLiCAtiON: 01.03.2019 tO 20.03.2019

Established in 1968 through the State Bank of Sikkim Proclamation 
State Bank of Sikkim of the then Government of Sikkim, State Bank 
of Sikkim is an undertaking of the State Government of Sikkim. State 
Bank of Sikkim operates as a commercial bank in the line with any 
other banking institutions in the country and also functions as a 
treasury bank to the State Government of Sikkim.

Applications are invited from eligible Indian Citizens of Sikkimese 
origin having Sikkim Subject certificate/ Certificate of Identification 
for lateral appointment in the following posts on regular/contract 
basis in State Bank of Sikkim.

Sl. Name of Post     No of Posts.
1. General Manager (Credit/Recovery)  1 (one)
2. General Manager (Operation & Inspection) 1 (one).

For detailed advertisement and application form, interested candidate 
may visit Bank’s Official Website www.statebankofsikkim.com.

Sd/-
General Manager (A)
State Bank of Sikkim.

special offers on closing stock (2018 dec)-ertiga- gift cheque

special exchange offer- any model 
free evaluation and best exchange
offer and finance available on pre 
owned car sales

car carnival: venue: yangang
  date: 20/03/2019

time: 10 aM to 4 pM

booking open
enjoy new wagonr

11 to 12 ltr engine capacity
auto gear gear shif available

50,000/-

Expenditure Observers for East 
hold first review meetings

Gangtok, 19 Mar (IPR): 
Four Expenditure Ob-
servers for East District 
namely the Commission-
er (Excise), Vinayak Azad 
who is the Expenditure 
Observer for Parliamen-
tary Constituency; Addl 
Commissioner (Income 
Tax), Rajesh Kumar who 
is the Expenditure Ob-
server for Assembly Con-
stituencies (17–22); Jt. 
Commissioner (Excise),  
Devesh Gupta who is the 
Expenditure Observer 
for Assembly Constitu-
encies (23–28) and Ravi 
Patel who is the Expendi-
ture Observer for Sangha 
AC arrived in the State on 
Monday. They had their 
first review meetings with 
various groups today. In the 
morning the Expenditure 
Observers first conducted 
the meeting with Assis-
tant Expenditure Observ-
ers (AEOs) and they were 
briefed about the Expen-
diture Monitoring Mech-
anism for the upcoming 
General Elections 2019.

The Expenditure Ob-
servers then met with the 
Accounting Teams and 
were given a brief about 
the general guidelines of 
the Election Commission of 
India on Expenditure Moni-
toring and all doubts raised 
by participants were also 
clarified by them.

This was followed 
by a meeting with the 
SP East, Hemraj Rai, Dy 

Commissioner (Excise), 
Binita Sharma, Dy Com-
missioner (Income Tax), 
Suraj Bhan Garhwal on 
the preparations being 
made for ensuring co-
ordination among all 
agencies involved in Ex-
penditure Monitoring for 
upcoming General Elec-
tions 2019.

The phone numbers 
of the Expenditure Ob-

servers are:
1.Vinayak Azad, 

Observer PC: 
6294254045

2.Rajesh Kumar, Ob-
server AC (17–22): 
9064595948

3.Devesh Gupta, Ob-
server AC (23–28): 
6294266747

4.Ravi Patel, Ob-
server 32 Sangha 
AC: 7076988286

Training on ground water 
management held in Gangtok

SUMMit REPORt
Gangtok, 19 Mar:

A Tier III Training Pro-
gramme on “Local 

Ground Water Related 
Issues and Participatory 
Ground Water Manage-
ment” was organized by 
CGWB, ER, Kolkata, the 
apex ground water de-
partment under Ministry 
of Water Resources, Gov-
ernment of India on 19 
Mar at Nirman Bhawan, 
Gangtok, Sikkim, a press 
release informs. 

The aim of the pro-
gramme was to sensitize 
the stakeholders of entire 
spectrum, who utilizes 
ground water for irriga-
tion, Industrial, institutional 
and other uses. The training 
was designed to 1) provide 
insight and understanding 
regarding the key concepts 
2) discuss the varieties of re-
search methods for Spring 
studies, Landslide studies 
and disaster management 
3) Groundwater explora-
tion in Sikkim.

The programme was 
inaugurated by Dr. Thom-
as Chandy [Principal Sec-
retary, Department of 
Commerce & Industries] 
as chief guest. The dig-
nitaries present on the 
dais were Sarika Pradhan 
[Project Director, MGN-
REGA-cum-Addl. Secre-
tary] as guest of honour, 
TP Shangderpa [Principal 
Chief Engg, WR&RDD] as 
special guest, JC Borgo-
hain [Regional Director, 

CGWB, ER, Kolkata] and 
Amlanjyoti Kar [Superin-
tending Hydrogeologist, 
CGWB, ER, Kolkata].

Forty-one participants 
were present from various 
departments like WR&DD, 
LR&DMD, RM&DD, Dept. 
of Soil and Water Con-
servation Engineering, 
Students from Sikkim 
University and different 
industries including Phar-
ma units.

In the inaugural ses-
sion, chief guest, Dr. 
Thomas Chandy eluci-
dated that in view of the 
fragile ecology of the state 
of Sikkim, surface water 
should be harnessed and 
groundwater should be 
judiciously used as and 
when necessary. But the 
groundwater should be 
judiciously investigated 
by all hydrogeological and 
geophysical methods. 

Special guest, Sarika 
Pradhan emphasised on 
spring rejuvenation and 
management as the vil-
lage areas in Sikkim the 
springs are drying up due 
to climate change and 
scarcity of rainfall.

The technical session 
covered topics like Role 
of Hillslope & Forest Hy-
drology in occurrence of 
groundwater in hills and 
mountains with respect 
to Sikkim, Ongoing Dhara 
Vikash work of Spring 
Study in Sikkim under 
MGNREGA by RMDD, Sik-
kim, etc.

NK Subba and LM Sharma 
file nominations in West 

Gyalshing, 19 Mar [IPR]: today, on the second day of filing nomination papers, 
two candidates from Sikkim Democratic Front filed their nominations with the 
Returning Officer, West. Narendra Kumar Subba filed his nomination papers 
for Maneybong Dentam constituency while Laxuman Sharma filed papers for 
Gyalshing-Barnyak.

Bhanwari Devi case trial 
stuck as American DNA 

expert failed to appear before 
court: Defence counsel

Jodhpur, Mar 19 (Pti): 
The trial in the Bhan-
wari Devi abduction 
and murder case has 
been stuck for about 
two years as American 
DNA expert Amber B 
Carr has failed to ap-
pear in court, a defence 
counsel argued here 
while demanding the 
removal of her name 
from the list of pros-
ecution witnesses.

The expert who 
works with the FBI has 
not appeared in the court 
despite being issued five 
summons. She was first 
issued summons in May 
2017.

The CBI has been 
pleading for her to be 
examined through vid-
eo-conferencing but the 
defence has been pro-
testing against it.

“We want her to be ex-
amined in person but the 
insistence of the CBI on 
video-conferencing, de-
spite the court’s refusal, 
is nothing but a tactic to 
delay the trial,” defence 
counsel Jagmal Singh 
Choudhary claimed. 

Choudhary on Tuesday 
moved an application in 
court for removing Carr 
from the list of witnesses 
and to proceed with the 
trial in order to complete 
it as soon as possible.

“We have asked the 
trial court to remove 
Carr from the list of wit-
nesses. In spite of repeat-
ed prayers, the court has 
not been granting our 
plea which is not justi-
fied,” he said.

He alleged that in-
stead of producing the 
witness, the prosecution 
has been just seeking 
time over and over again 
to delay the trail.

The prosecution told 
the court that they have 
moved an application in 
the high court against the 
rejection of their appeal 
to grant them permission 
to carry out Carr’s exam-
ination through video 
conferencing.

“Since we have 
moved an application in 
the high court, we prayed 
the trail court to adjourn 
the hearing,” a CBI coun-
sel said. 

Crisis 
deepens in Jet 
Airways; Govt 
monitoring 
situation
Mumbai/New Delhi 
Mar 19 (Pti): In more 
trouble for cash-strapped 
Jet Airways, an umbrella 
body of its domestic pi-
lots Tuesday threatened 
to stop flying from April 1 
if their dues are not paid 
by March-end even as avi-
ation regulator DGCA said 
only 41 aircraft of the air-
line were in operation.

As situation at the be-
leaguered airline deterio-
rated, Civil Aviation Minis-
ter Suresh Prabhu direct-
ed senior officials of his 
ministry to continuously 
monitor developments re-
lating to the crisis.

In a related develop-
ment, the Jet Airways’ 
Aircraft Maintenance 
Engineers’ Union wrote 
to the DGCA on Tues-
day morning saying they 
were not paid salaries 
for last three months and 
that their “adverse psy-
chological” condition has 
put flight safety at risk.

However, they issued 
a clarification hours later 
saying Jet Airways aircraft 
are safe to fly and are be-
ing maintained at highest 
levels of safety standards.

Terming the situation 
at the airline “dynamic”, 
the Directorate General 
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
said only 41 aircraft of 
the Jet Airways were 
currently available for 
operation and there may 
be “further attrition” of 
flights “in coming weeks”,

As per the website of 
Jet Airways, it has a fleet 
of 119 aircraft in total. For 
the past few weeks, pas-
sengers have been venting 
their ire on social media as 
the airline’s flight cancella-
tions have increased.

A senior official of 
DGCA said the regulator 
is reviewing the hike in 
airfare on specific routes 
across the country and it 
has advised airlines to in-
crease flights so that the 
fares remain in check.

The DGCA held a 
meeting on Tuesday to dis-
cuss the upward spiral in 
airfares owing to Jet con-
tinuing to ground more 
aircraft while cancelling a 
significant number of its 
flights. In a statement, Pra-
bhu’s office said he has also 
issued direction for safe-
guarding the public interest 
and giving “paramount im-
portance” to ensure safety 
as well as convenience of 
passengers.

In Mumbai, National 
Aviators Guild, a body 
representing around 
1,000 domestic pilots of 
the airline, in its annu-
al meeting warned the 
management of the Jet 
Airways that they will 
stop flying from April 1 
if their pending salaries 
are not paid by end of 
this month.

They also demanded 
implementation of the “res-
olution plan” to resolve fi-
nancial issues of the airline. 
The plan was announced 
few weeks ago. “If there is 
no proper clarity on the res-
olution process and salary 
payments, by March 31, we 
will stop flying from April 
1,” the guild said in a state-
ment. The pilots and other 
senior staff of the airline 
have not been getting their 
full salaries since Decem-
ber. After the DGCA took 
stock of the situation at Jet 
Airways, its spokesper-
son said the regulator re-
viewed the performance 
of the airline on opera-
tional, airworthiness and 
passenger facilitation. 
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On Every Street
…there are just too many vehicles to 

allow for managed traffic 

Drive through Gangtok at night, and you will not 
be faulted for thinking that there was a traffic 

jam because that is the appearance that the sheer 
number of vehicles give out, parked as they are, 
even double-parked at some places, all along the 
highway in town. Okay, we exaggerate. But only 
very slightly. And since the parking regulations 
kick back into force with daybreak, these vehicles, 
as one of the taxi drivers once explained to his 
half-full share-cab, need to keep moving around 
because to stop would bring in the headache of 
finding a place to park. And this, in a nutshell and 
only in partially accurate terms, explains the end-
less march of traffic snarls in the capital.

Several years ago, the Traffic cops in Gangtok 
had organized a “khulla manch” (open session) 
to discuss Gangtok’s traffic problems. Questions 
were fielded from vehicle owners and drivers to 
open deliberations on how the issue could be re-
solved. In the end, the session succeeded only in 
one aspect – allowing a platform for the “stake-
holders” to let off some steam and rant against 
traffic personnel. The agenda set for the day could 
not be addressed in any earnest, which is perhaps 
why the Khulla-Manch platform is not a regular 
feature of police-driver interactions any more. 
What the deliberations also served to remind us 
was that traffic, despite every innovative measure 
deployed to manage it, will remain a problem in a 
hill town like Gangtok where the girth of the roads 
has no scope of increasing and the aspiration for 
bigger cars is showing no signs of receding. As 
things stand, the number of vehicles on the roads 
will increase every day and since there cannot be a 
commensurate increase in road-cover, congestion 
will get worse, skilled drivers will become rarer, 
pedestrians will keep getting pushed out and traf-
fic management will get more complicated. 

The problem with traffic in Gangtok is clearly 
not so much its management as its size. There are 
simply too many vehicles on the roads and a big 
contributor to the congestion on the streets is the 
absence of a proper and dependable public trans-
port system in the capital [the city runner, let’s ac-
cept it, is a poor pretender]. It is in the absence of 
a cheap, affordable and reliable public transport, 
that taxis abound and private vehicles prolifer-
ate. A regulation size bus for Gangtok roads was 
always a bad idea and an example of not thinking 
a good idea through. Smaller buses and more of 
them to more destinations within Gangtok on a 
fixed and reliable routine is what the capital needs. 
Even though people prefer a cheap mode of trans-
portation [and even the share cabs are not cheap], 
they also need it to be reasonably quick [a bus-ride 
in Gangtok can hardly be swift]. If such a system 
is put in place, fewer people will take cabs, there 
will be no pressing need to own a vehicle (or ride it 
routine chores) and even the numbers of govern-
ment vehicles can be reduced. Individual officers, 
speeding around in individual government vehi-
cles is a luxury that Gangtok cannot afford to enjoy 
for long. Departmental vehicles should be pooled 
and issued out on individual basis only for field 
visits. The resources thus saved could be invested 
in strengthening the public transport system and 
maintaining the fleet. Tourist and city taxis could 
also be segregated so that they do not poach on 
each other’s passengers or parking space. 

If thought out properly, these options are not 
very complicated to implement and could make 
the traffic on our streets much saner.

WRITE US: Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, even appreciate if 
they like something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous language 
and personal attacks, except when against 
people responsible in this newspaper (who 
are fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation or initiate 
a dialogue will command immediate attention 
and receive prominence. 
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

thich Nhat Hanh, the Buddhist monk who introduced 
mindfulness to the West, prepares to die

Why science matters so much in the 
era of fake news and fallacies

tAWANA KUPE
theconversation.com

Democracy and social progress die 
without science and fact-based 

knowledge. Science and facts are the 
foundational basis for rational and 
logical disputation and the possibility 
of reaching some truths.

Fake news, on the other hand, is 
a calculated assault on democratic 
freedoms.

The power of the notion of fake 
news and of its practitioners is 
demonstrated by how we have all 
quickly come to accept that there is 
a category of news called fake news. 
By doing so, we are running the real 
risk of being complicit in its legiti-
misation. My point is: if it’s fake then 
it’s not news. There is news, and then 
there is fake stuff, dodgy facts, distor-
tions and lies.

So what’s the connection between 
science, knowledge and facts?
WHAt MAKES GOOD SCiENCE

Science is one important means 
of producing knowledge and getting 
to what approximates the truth. Good 
science results from rigorous pro-
cesses. Part of the rigour in science 
and knowledge creation is the peer 
review process, which is a means of 
ensuring not only the correctness of 
facts, but also transparency.

Science must generally also meet 
the test of replicability. These days 
data used in scientific experiments 
often also has to be preserved so it 
can be assessed or analysed if re-
sults are disputed. Ethical norms 
also govern scientific experiments to 
prevent harm.

Science is not the absolute truth. 
Scientific findings are the beginning, 
not the end, of the quest for truth. 
Empirical data used in science that 

can be verified forms a sound basis 
for robust discussion, debate and de-
cision-making. Science brings a de-
gree of rationality that creates a high-
er probability that the best interest of 
society or the public interest will be 
taken into account in, for example, 
decision-making.

Science, then, is the habit of exer-
cising the mind to help think through 
especially difficult and complex phe-
nomena.

This makes science important in 
the exercise of democracy. This isn’t 
possible without facts and infor-
mation that enable – or aid – vot-
ers to make an informed choice in 
elections, for example, or help the 
making of sound policies that best 
promote the public interest. Science 
also enables discerning members 
of the public to make sense of their 
worlds and the world.
SO-CALLED FAKE NEWS

Fake news, on other hand, is a set 
of at worst, manufactured or concoct-
ed facts that are a perversion of reali-
ty. It is the direct antithesis of science.

But fake news isn’t new. It’s as 
old as news itself and has a variety of 
aims, including propaganda and spin 
doctoring. It can be argued that the 
growth of spin doctoring in the 1990s 
is the precursor to the exponential 
growth of fakery. It has also been en-
abled by the decline of content that 
enriches public discourse in the con-
text of commercialisation and con-
centration of media since the 1980s.

These developments led to a de-
cline in the influence of public inter-
est media or media that strikes the bal-
ance between commercial enterprise 
and the public good. And this has led to 
the reduction in the kind of news and 
media content that focuses on science.

Science journalism and investiga-

tive journalism, in particular, have 
seriously declined. This has meant 
that the ability to shine a light on 
the dark areas of lack of knowledge, 
superstition, and myths has seri-
ously been diminished.

Specialist reporting is now 
confined to the content-rich ghet-
tos of those who are highly educat-
ed or interested.

Another reason for the growth 
of fake news and its increasing in-
fluence is the loss of confidence in 
public institutions, including media 
institutions and the profession of 
journalism. Fakery has risen to fill 
the vacuum, driven by individuals 
and political organisations who po-
sition themselves as messiahs with 
instant solutions to multiple social 
crises. In their discourse knowledge 
institutions, science, facts, evidence, 
experts and reason or rationality 
are thrown out of the window as the 
sophistry of the elite.
tHE ROLE OF SOCiAL MEDiA

Digital technologies and social 
media have made it much easier to 
produce and disseminate fake news. 
It is a paradox: unprecedented scien-
tific advances and technologies are 
enabling us to transcend traditional 
constraints of distribution and liter-
ally place information at people’s fin-
gertips. Yet these same technologies 
seem to facilitate more fake news and 
information that doesn’t necessarily 
advance the public good.

In addition, social media largely 
exists outside the professional norms 
of fact checking and the use of evi-
dence to support assertions, argu-
ments and positions taken in relation 
to social phenomena.

Fact checking and peer review 
are more important than ever be-
cause of the reality that false infor-

mation now flows freely. This can 
be extremely harmful, particularly 
in public health campaigns.

The attraction of fake news is its 
apparent simplicity. It has a ring of 
truth around its claims, even when 
these are outlandish, and its ability 
to seem to resonate with what people 
think are their life-worlds or every-
day life. Its ability to reinforce stereo-
types, including prejudices, makes a 
bad situation even worse.
SCiENCE, FACtS AND KNOWLEDGE 
WiLL SAVE HUMANitY

Science journalism and investiga-
tive journalism which seek to pursue 
the truth rather than just the report-
ing of events, are critically important 
in this age of fake news and fallacies.

It is not an exaggeration to say 
that the sustainability of the idea of 
humanity and the environment in the 
broadest sense of the word depends 
on science – or the respect for facts, 
evidence and experts.

Science that allows the public to 
have a nuanced understanding of life 
is important to building inclusive, 
open societies that enable public 
participation in decision making and 
progressive social agendas. Science 
disseminated in ways that are un-
derstood by the public and resonate 
with their life-worlds is important 
for building trust in reformed institu-
tions and creating new forms of social 
cohesion in diverse societies.

(This address was delivered by 
Professor Tawana Kupe, Vice-Chan-
cellor and Principal of the University 
of Pretoria, ahead of a panel discus-
sion presented in partnership with 
The Conversation Africa at Future Af-
rica on Monday 11 March 2019.)

[the writer is Vice-Chancellor 
and Principal of the University, 

University of Pretoria]

BROOKE SCHEDNECK
theconversation.com

Thich Nhat Hanh, the monk who popularized 
mindfulness in the West, has returned home 

to Vietnam to enjoy the rest of his life. Devotees 
from many parts of the world are visiting the ailing 
92-year-old, who has 
retired to a Buddhist 
temple outside Hue.

This thoughtful and 
accepting approach to 
his own failing health 
seems fitting for the 
popular Buddhist 
teacher, whose follow-
ers include a thousand 
Buddhist communi-
ties around the world 
and millions more who 
have read his books. 
For everyone, his teach-
ings encourage being 
present in the moment.

As a scholar of the 
contemporary practic-
es of Buddhist medita-
tion, I have studied his 
simple yet profound 
teachings, which com-
bine mindfulness along 
with social change.
PEACE ACtiViSt

In the 1960s, Thich 
Nhat Hanh played an 
active role promoting 
peace during the years 
of war in Vietnam. Hanh 
was in his mid-20s when he became active in efforts 
to revitalize Vietnamese Buddhism for peace efforts.

Over the next few years, Thich Nhat Hanh set up 
a number of organizations based on Buddhist prin-
ciples of nonviolence and compassion. His School 
of Youth and Social Service, a grassroots relief orga-
nization, consisted of 10,000 volunteers and social 
workers offering aid to war-torn villages, rebuild-
ing schools and establishing medical centers.

He also established the Order of Interbeing, a 
community of monastics and lay Buddhists who 
made a commitment to compassionate action and 
supported war victims. In addition, he founded 
a Buddhist university, a publishing house, and a 
peace activist magazine as a way to spread the mes-
sage of compassion.

In 1966, Thich Nhat Hanh traveled to the United 
States and Europe to appeal for peace in Vietnam.

In lectures delivered across many cities, he com-
pellingly described the war’s devastation, spoke of 
the Vietnamese people’s wish for peace and appealed 
to the U.S. to cease its air offensive against Vietnam.

During his years in the U.S., he met Martin Lu-

ther King Jr., who nominated him for the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1967.

However, because of his peace work and refus-
al to choose sides in his country’s civil war, both 
the communist and noncommunist governments 
banned him, forcing Thich Nhat Hanh to live in exile 
for over 40 years.

During these years, the emphasis of his mes-
sage shifted from the immediacy of the Vietnam 
War to being present in the moment – an idea 
that has come to be called “mindfulness.”Being 
aware of the moment

Thich Nhat Hanh first started teaching mind-
fulness in the mid-1970s. The main vehicle for his 
early teachings was his books. In “The Miracle of 
Mindfulness,” for example, Thich Nhat Hanh gave 
simple instructions on how to apply mindfulness to 
daily life. This book was translated into English for 
a global audience.

In his book, “You Are Here,” he urged people 
to pay attention to what they were experiencing 
in their body and mind at any given moment, and 
not dwell in the past or think of the future. His em-
phasis was on the awareness of the breath. As you 
follow the breath, he taught his readers to say in-
ternally, “I’m breathing in; this is an in-breath. I’m 
breathing out: this is an out-breath.” 

People interested in practicing meditation 
didn’t need to spend days at a meditation retreat or 
find a teacher. His teachings emphasized that mind-

fulness could be practiced anytime, even when do-
ing routine chores.

Even when doing the dishes, people could sim-
ply focus on the activity and be fully present. Peace, 
happiness, joy and true love, he said, could be found 
only in the moment.
MiNDFULNESS iN AMERiCA

Hanh’s mindfulness 
practices don’t advocate 
disengagement with the 
world. Rather, in his view, 
the practice of mind-
fulness could lead one 
toward “compassion-
ate action,” like practic-
ing openness to other’s 
viewpoints and sharing 
material resources with 
those in need.

Jeff Wilson, a scholar 
of American Buddhism, 
argues in his book, “Mind-
ful America,” that it was 
Hanh’s combination of 
daily mindfulness prac-
tices with action in the 
world that contributed to 
the earliest strands of the 
mindfulness movement. 
This movement eventu-
ally became what Time 
Magazine in 2014 called 
the “mindful revolution.” 
The article argues that the 
power of mindfulness lies 
in its universality, as the 
practice has entered into 
corporate headquarters, 

political offices, parenting guides and diet plans.
For Thich Nhat Hanh, however, mindfulness is 

not a means to a more productive day but a way 
of understanding “interbeing,” the connection and 
codependence of everyone and everything. In a 
documentary “Walk With Me,” he illustrates inter-
being in the following way:

A young girl asks him how to deal with the grief 
of her recently deceased dog. He instructs her to 
look into the sky and watch a cloud disappear. The 
cloud has not died but has become the rain and the 
tea in the teacup. Just as the cloud is alive in a new 
form, so is the dog. Being aware and mindful of the 
tea offers a reflection on the nature of reality.

He believes this understanding could lead to 
more peace in the world.

In 2014, Thich Nhat Hanh suffered a stroke. 
Since then, he has been unable to speak or contin-
ue his teaching. In October of 2018 he expressed 
his wish, using gestures, to return to the temple in 
Vietnam where he was ordained as a young monk.

[the writer is Assistant Professor of 
Religious Studies, Rhodes College]
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3 tripura BJP leaders including 
state vice-president join Cong

Agartala, Mar 19 
(Pti): The ruling BJP in 
Tripura received a jolt as 
three of its leaders includ-
ing state unit vice-pres-
ident Subal Bhowmick 
joined the Congress here 
on Tuesday.

Congress Tripura 
unit president Pradyot 
Kishore Debburman wel-
comed Bhowmick, senior 
leader Prakash Das and 
vice-president of the BJP 
kishan morcha Premtosh 
Debnath to the party and 
said “today is a histor-

ic day. Their joining our 
party is like returning of 
family members to their 
own home.”

Bhowmick, Das and 
Debnath were earlier 
with the Congress.

Debburman claimed 
that many leaders who 
have left the party would 
return to the Congress 
at the rally to be ad-
dressed by Congress 
president Rahul Gandhi 
here on Wednesday.

CPI(M) leader and 
member of Kailashahar 

Municipal council in Un-
akoti District, Debasish 
Sen also joined the Con-
gress on Tuesday.

The Tripura Congress 
president appealed to 
former Congress leaders 
and worker who have 
left the party to return 
to the Congress.

Bhowmik had joined 
the BJP in 2014 and 
was appointed the vice 
president of the partys 
state committee.

Bhowmick said he 
along with many other 

Congress leaders and 
workers had joined BJP 
to change the 25 years 
rule of CPI-M and restore 
democracy in the state.

“However, after BJP 
came to power we could 
understand that there 
was no virtual change 
in the government and 
there was no democracy 
in the party. The govern-
ment is corrupt and inef-
ficient and failed to de-
liver any good to people. 
I am sure BJP would be 
ousted in the Centre and 

Congress under lead-
ership of Rahul Gandhi 
would secure absolute 
majority, he said.

When contacted, BJP 
spokesperson, Ashoke 
Sinha said, “Everybody is 
free to join any party. I 
can only say that their 
joining other party 
would not harm the 
poll prospect of the BJP 
in the state.”

Election to the two 
Lok Sabha seats in Tripu-
ra would be held on April 
11 and 18.

Welfare schemes for poor should 
not stop during polls: Mamata

Kolkata, Mar 18 (Pti): 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
on Monday said cer-
tain state government 
schemes should not 
come under the purview 
of the Election Commis-
sion’s model code of con-
duct, which is in force in 
the state ahead of next 
month’s Lok Sabha polls.

Banerjee also said 
that the West Bengal gov-
ernment would apprise 
the EC on the need to con-
tinue with such schemes 
during the duration of the 
general elections.

The CM, replying to a 
query, said state govern-
ment programmes like 
the ‘Rupashree’ (finan-
cial grant to underpriv-
ileged women above 18 
years) and ‘Somobyathi’ 
(financial assistance in 
cremation/burial for 
poor households) should 
not be stopped because 
of elections.

“We don’t want peo-
ple to stop getting ben-
efits of government 
schemes launched much 

before announcement 
of election dates, for the 
entire poll period. Will 
marriages not be sched-
uled during elections? If 

there is a death in a poor 
family, should it face dif-
ficulties in performing 
the last rites of the de-
ceased?” she said.

tea Board expects prices 
to firm up in 2019

Kolkata, Mar 19 (Pti): 
The Tea Board is expect-
ing better prices in 2019 
on the back of strong 
fundamentals, a senior 
official said on Tuesday.

The official also said 
the board would focus on 
quality and compliance 
with new Food Safety 
and Standards Authority 
of India (FSSAI) norms.

S Soundararajan, 
Director of Tea Promo-
tion, Tea Board, said that 
production in 2018 was 
1,350 million kg.

“We expect the figure 
to be similar in 2019. Do-
mestic consumption is 
also growing at 2.2 per 
cent year-on-year,” he 
told PTI.

As the fundamentals 
are good, prices are like-

ly to firm up this year, 
he said. “Prices should 
go up. We had stopped 
plucking in many states 
during December to Feb-
ruary, which has led to a 
production shortfall of 
25 million kg,” Soundar-
arajan said.

This, he said, would 
likely have a positive im-
pact on the prices.

He, however, said 
prices did not go up as 
expected last year.

Regarding e-auction, 
the official said a profes-
sor of IIM-Bangalore has 
been mandated to con-
duct a study on it.

“The study is likely 
to be completed shortly, 
and recommendations 
are expected to be sub-
mitted in April,” he said.

About the increasing 
proportion of production 
by bought leaf factories 
(BLF), Soundararajan 
said this had created a 
low-end parallel market 
of sorts. In West Ben-
gal, the proportion of 
production by BLFs was 
close to 50 per cent and 
over 60 per cent in As-
sam, with the all-India 
average being 46-47 per 
cent, the official said.

On the proposed tea 
park near Dhamra Port 
in Odisha, he said ten-
ders were floated thrice 
for this purpose.

“Each time, there 
was a single bidder... The 
matter has been referred 
to the commerce minis-
try,” the Tea Board offi-
cial added.

Tata Power Solar launches 
residential rooftop solution in city

Kolkata, Mar 19 (Pti): 
West Bengal Power Min-
ister Sobhandeb Chatto-
padhyay on Tuesday in-
augurated a residential 
rooftop solution by Tata 
Power Solar, and said 
the demand for such 
products would grow 
with rising environmen-
tal awareness.

Residential rooftop 
solar solutions could 
typically save up to Rs 
50,000 annually for 25 

years, company offi-
cials said.

“It is good that cor-
porates are taking in-
terest in this sector, and 
demand will also grow 
with rising environmen-
tal awareness.

“The state govern-
ment has been install-
ing rooftop solutions 
in government offices 
and schools,” Chatto-
padhyay said on the 
sidelines of Energy Fo-

rum 2019 here.
Tata Power Solar is a 

wholly-owned subsidi-
ary of Tata Power.

“After the success-
ful launch of residential 
rooftop solution in Delhi, 
Mumbai, Bhubaneswar, 
Bengaluru, Chennai, 
Guwahati, Jamshed-
pur... we are extending 
the solution to all West 
Bengal customers,” 
Tata Power MD & CEO 
Praveer Sinha said.

Kolkata realty prices down 4pc 
in Jul-Dec: Knight Frank India

Kolkata, Mar 19 (Pti): 
Sluggish sales pulled 
down average prices of 
residential properties in 
Kolkata by 4 per cent on-
year during July-Decem-
ber 2018, realty consul-
tant Knight Frank India 
said on Tuesday.

“In Rajarhat and the 
eastern micro-markets 
(of Kolkata), residential 
sales have dwindled mas-
sively by 50 per cent and 
38 per cent Y-o-Y, respec-
tively, in the same peri-
od,” Knight Frank India 

AVP Divya Grovers said. 
However, due to early 
development of afford-
able housing projects in 
northern and southern 
peripherals in the past 
few years, and good re-
sponse from end-users, 
the southern micro-mar-
kets reversed the sales 
downtrend to post a 13 
per cent on-year up-
swing in residential sales 
in H2 2018, it said.

In the past one year, 
many real estate devel-
opers launched housing 

projects ranging from 
Rs 18 lakh to Rs 50 lakh 
ticket size categories 
across configurations, 
Knight Frank India said.

The cut in GST on 
affordable housing will 
also have a positive im-
pact on demand, it said.

In a big relief to home 
buyers, the GST Council 
last month slashed tax 
rates on under-construc-
tion housing properties 
to 5 per cent without in-
put tax credit, from the 
existing 12 per cent.

16 times beaten, 17th 
time not shy: Mathura 
priest to contest again

Mathura (UP), Mar 19 
(Pti): He has lost eight 
Lok Sabha elections and 
as many assembly polls. 
But that does not deter 
Fakkar Ramayani to file 
his nomination as an In-
dependent candidate for 
the 17th time.

“It is my ninth Lok 
Sabha election that I 
am contesting,” Ra-
mayani told PTI after 
filing his nomination 
papers on Tuesday for 
the Mathura constitu-
ency of Uttar Pradesh.

Ramayani, the ‘ma-
hant’ (head priest) of 
Galteshwar temple in 
Mathura, has so far con-
tested eight Lok Sabha 
and assembly polls 
each, with the first be-
ing the general election 
after withdrawal of the 
Emergency.

The 73-year-old had 
lost his security depos-
it in the 2014 election, 
but he is not disappoint-
ed with his failures. “I 
am sure that ultimately 
people would realise the 
cause I am fighting for.”

Like the previous 
elections, Ramayani 
said, he would contest 
on a two-point election 
manifesto -- ensuring 
construction of a Ram 
temple in Ayodhya and 
making the Yamuna river 
pollution-free.

After winning the 
election, the Indepen-

dent candidate said, he 
would try to convince 
other parliamentarians 
for a Ram temple at the 
disputed Ram Janmab-
hoomi-Babri Masjid site 
and clean the Yamuna.

A devout Hindu, 
the candidate claims of 
cramming the mytholog-
ical epic, Ramayana, in 
verbatim.

The priest said he 
would use a car since he 
had a knee problem, say-
ing that the expenses on 
his car and the security 
deposit were borne by 
his disciples.

Like the previous 
elections, Ramayani had 
offered a puja to pay 
obeisance to the Yamuna 
before filing his nomina-
tion papers.

Meanwhile, District 
Magistrate Sarvagyaram 
Mishra said Ramayani 
was among the two can-
didates who have filed 
their nomination papers 
on the first day on Tues-
day. The second nomina-
tion was filed by Jaswant 
Singh Baghel of the Rash-
triya Shoshit Samaj Party.

Due to Holi, the next 
phase of nomination will 
be held from March 22-
26, the official added.

Mathura will go to 
polls on April 18. The 80 
Lok Sabha seats in Uttar 
Pradesh will go to polls 
in seven phases from 
April 11 to May 19.
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When the German FA banned women’s football...
Berlin, Mar 19 (AFP): 
At 75, former footballer 
Baerbel Wohlleben still 
clearly remembers the 
moment in 1974 when 
a journalist asked, “but 
when you head the ball, 
doesn’t it mess up your 
hair?” At that time, 
Wohlleben had already 
turned 30, but was only 
officially three years 
into her career as a 
footballer, because until 
1971 the German Foot-
ball Association (DFB) 
banned women from 
playing in competitions.

Moreover, any clubs 
allowing women to 
train or play at their fa-
cilities was liable to be 
sanctioned.

“...this aggressive 
sport is essentially alien 
to the nature of woman,” 
decreed the DFB in 1955.

“In the fight for the 
ball, the feminine grace 
vanishes, body and 
soul will inevitably suf-
fer harm.”

Back then, even the 
idea of women wear-
ing shorts was clearly 
a problem for the DFB 
as “the display of the 
body offends decency 
and modesty”.

Nevertheless, the sex-
ist rules from a bygone 
era did not stop Wohl-
leben playing football 
and she will be cheering 

the German team at the 
women’s World Cup kick-
off in France this June.

At the age of 10, she 
kicked a ball for the first 
time on July 5, 1954 - 
the day West Germany 
won the World Cup for 
the first time by beating 
hot-favourites Hungary 
3-2 in the final in Bern, 
Switzerland.

The “Miracle of Bern”, 
as Germans still regard 
it, saw their team come 
from 2-0 down against 
the mighty Hungarians.

“We were invited to 

a neighbour’s house and 
it was the first time I had 
seen a television,” re-
membered Wohlleben.

“After the victory, we 
celebrated like crazy, 
went down to the garden 
and that’s where I said ‘I 
want to play football’.

For the next four 
years, she trained along-
side boys at the same 
club as her three broth-
ers, even playing some 
games at Under-15 level.

However, with 
women’s football then 
frowned upon in Ger-

man society, Wohlleben 
drifted away.

She played handball 
until, aged 27, a group of 
girls assembled a team in 
Woerrstadt, near her vil-
lage of Ingelheim, where 
Wohlleben still lives.

“We were playing 
friendlies, on pitches 
which were half grass, 
half sand, because com-
petition was forbidden 
by the DFB,” explained 
Wohlleben.

“We never had any 
training sessions to-
gether, but played a few 

games against Denmark 
and Italy. The DFB knew 
it, they allowed us to play, 
but still told us ‘you do 
not have the right to form 
a national team’.”

Wohlleben never ac-
tually became a full in-
ternational, because she 
was no longer playing 
regularly by the time 
the first recognised 
women’s international 
took place when a West 
Germany team beat the 
Swiss 5-1 in 1982.

In 1974, the first 
sanctioned women’s 

championships took 
place in Germany and 
Woerrstadt made it to 
the final, beating Gelsen-
kirchen 4-0 with Wohl-
leben scoring her team’s 
superb third goal from a 
tight angle 20 metres out.

She was soon in for a 
surprise.

“I received a phone-
call from Cologne, from 
the national (television) 
broadcaster, and was 
told my goal was chosen 
as the goal of the month 
for September - a woman 
had never won the award 

before,” Wohlleben said.
“I didn’t believe it - I 

thought it was nonsense.”
After some persua-

sion that it was not a 
hoax, she proudly re-
ceived her medal in Co-
logne, but, 45 years on, 
she still chuckles at the 
questions she faced.

“What does your hus-
band think about it? Does 
he agree with it? Who 
looks after the home 
when you’re playing? 
“I told them, ‘my hus-
band can also cook, why 
shouldn’t he?’ “It was a 
different time, you have 
to remembered that un-
til 1977, German women 
were not allowed to work 
without the written con-
sent of their husbands.”

Even in the twilight of 
her years, Wohlleben is 
still a strong personality 
with infectious enthusiasm 
- she claims to have never 
suffered directly from sex-
ism as a footballer. “Those 
watching laughed at the 
girls who were playing 
badly, but they had nothing 
to laugh at with me - I had 
been playing football for 
years with the boys and I 
had some talent.

“There were some 
obscene expressions 
that were below the belt, 
but that just reflects the 
character of the individu-
al, who behaves like that.

Demonetisation was self-goal by Modi govt: Book
New Delhi, Mar 19 (Pti): Demon-
etisation was a terrible idea and 
the government’s own economic 
surveys have indicated that this 
move contributed to a slowdown 
in the economy, claims a new book.

The Great Disappointment: 
How Narendra Modi Squandered 
a Unique Opportunity to Trans-
form the Indian Economy attempts 
to answer the overarching ques-
tion of whether or not the Modi 
government transformed India’s 
economy and what the next gov-
ernment’s agenda should look like.

Written by economic and po-
litical commentator Salman Anees 
Soz, the book is also a critical as-
sessment of five years of the brand 
of economics Modi has championed, 
often referred to as ‘Modinomics’.

According to Soz, demonetisa-
tion was a self-goal by the Modi 
government. From ordinary peo-
ple to experts, demonetisation has 
come in for withering criticism. I 
believe that if PM Modi’s electoral 
prospects are at all threatened in 
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, de-
monetisation’s lasting impact will 
be partly responsible, he claims. 
He argues for most economists 
and development experts, demon-

etisation did not achieve its initial 
objectives as a weapon against 
corruption, black money, terror-
ism or counterfeit money.

It also did not make a signifi-
cant advance in making India less 
cash dependent, he says.

While I was convinced demon-
etisation would have an adverse 
impact on the economy, initially I 

thought it would be of a short-term 
nature The initial costs of demone-
tisation appeared modest to some 
people. This was perhaps because 
the full extent of the unfolding 
crisis was unknown in the weeks 
following the announcement, Soz 
writes in the book, published by 
Penguin Random House India.

A year after demonetisation, it 

was becoming clear that the move 
was failing to meet its objectives, 
the author claims. There is no 
concrete evidence to indicate that 
demonetisation led to a signifi-
cant decline in terrorism. He says 
the Modi government added a few 
additional objectives to demone-
tisation’s initial ones. The finance 
minister made the case that there 

would be greater formalisation of 
the economy, more people would 
become part of the tax system and 
that India would become a less 
cash’ society. Of course, it is one 
thing to argue that demonetisation 
largely failed to achieve its objec-
tives and quite another to make 
the case that it had an adverse 
impact on the economy. However, 
even on this front, the evidence 
suggests that demonetisation was 
a terrible idea, the book says.

In addition to the more than a 
hundred people who reportedly died 
as a result of demonetisation, millions 
lost their jobs according to a Centre for 
Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) 
analysis, and millions dropped out of 
the labour force, it says.

Those supporting demoneti-
sation contested these assertions. 
However, let me just note that the 
government’s own economic sur-
veys have indicated that demoneti-
sation contributed to a slowdown 
in the economy, Soz argues.

He also talks about GST in the 
book. In March 2017, 11 years af-
ter P Chidambaram first proposed 
it, the Modi government steered the 
GST through Parliament, he says. 
The delay in implementing the 

GST was due to a lack of consensus 
between political parties and the 
state governments they controlled. 
One of the biggest opponents of 
the GST was PM Modi himself 
when he was chief minister of Gu-
jarat. In his view, and he was not 
alone, producing states such as 
Gujarat and Tamil Nadu could lose 
revenues since taxes would now 
be based on consumption.

With Modi and the BJP in pow-
er, it was easier to achieve consen-
sus on implementing the GST. The 
Congress and other opposition 
parties were already in favour of it. 
Many experts predicted that eco-
nomic growth could go up by as 
much as 1.5 percentage points in 
the event that the GST became law, 
the author writes. Despite positive 
sentiments about the GST, a thor-
ough debate ensued, he says.

The Congress party complained 
that the proposed GST was too com-
plex given that it would have multi-
ple tax rates and a guaranteed cap on 
tax rates set at 18 per cent. However, 
the government pushed ahead with 
its proposal and Parliament passed 
the constitutional amendment and 
sent it to the states for ratification, 
he writes.

Hardik’s workload needs to be monitored: Zaheer Khan
Mumbai, Mar 19 (Pti): Former India pac-
er Zaheer Khan, a master in injury manage-
ment during the later part of his playing 
career, feels that Hardik Pandya’s workload 
should be monitored since he has had recur-
ring lower back injuries.

In the last six months, Pandya has had 
two breakdowns with recurring back-injury 
which ruled him out of the Asia Cup last Sep-
tember and out of the home series against 
Australia earlier this month.

“When I saw him during Asia Cup, I was 
very concerned with kind of signs I saw on 
the field. But when I spoke to him (Hardik), 
I found out it’s not a problem which he has 
faced for the first time. That’s something 
which should be worked on because three 
or four years ago he had a similar kind of is-
sue with the back,” Zaheer, who is MUmbai 
Indians’ Director of Cricket, said during a 
media conference.

Zaheer has observed that Hardik’s injury 
is about the impact on the follow-through 
which has caused him problems.

“It is related to what he feels when he 
is getting off through the crease (on follow 
through). It has a certain kind of impact 
which he’s been working on. For a fast bowl-
er, the kind of injury he had in Asia Cup is 
not easy.” Zaheer made it clear that Pandya 
is one plater whose workload needs to be 
monitored carefully and MI support staff is 

keeping a close watch on his fitness. “He has 
to be monitored. He’s in consultation with the 
team of support staff. Everything is under con-
trol. So far he has done couple of bowling ses-
sions. He’s going to progress in that fashion.

Zaheer, who is now the director of crick-
et operations of three-time IPL title winners 
Mumbai Indians, was also candid in saying 
that the pace bowling all rounder’s work 
load needs to be monitored closely by the 
IPL franchise.

“He is on track. Sometimes distraction 
will help to get back on track. He wants to 
go out and make the numbers talk and let 
everyone know his priority is cricket. He has 
always been serious and passionate about 
cricket,” said Zaheer

Pandya got embroiled in a controversy 
by taking part in a TV talk show where his 
remarks were considered sexist and was 
sent back to India from Australia.

He thus missed the ODI series after miss-
ing the preceding Test and T20 series due to 
a lower back injury.

Zaheer has advised Pandya to pick MI’s 
bowling coach and former New Zealand fast 
bowler Shane Bond’s brains as the latter had 
gone through a similar experience that cut 
short his career in full bloom.

“We have the great Shane Bond with us. 
You know the history of what he had gone 
through in his playing days. He’s the right 

guy he (Pandya) should be talking to. He is 
someone who had that issue with his back 
which eventually had an effect on his career,” 
said Zaheer. “I have been having chats with 
Hardik around that, in terms of the general 
approach, what kind of feedback I am get-
ting from him. I don’t want to share all those 
feedbacks in this platform. But rest assured 
he is finding ways around that.

“In the shorter term it is not going to 
have any consequences as he is very much 
aware of where things stand. In the longer 
term he knows what are the things that are 
needed to get rid of those issues permanent-
ly,” he explained.

Zaheer was also upbeat about the impact 
that two swashbucking players will make - the 
left-handed Yuvraj Singh who is set to make 
his debut for MI after being ignored by all 
franchise in first round of the players’ auction 
and West Indies all rounder Kieron Pollard. 
“Talking about Yuvraj, the auction dynamics 
are different. I myself have gone unsold in first 
round. Bringing Yuvraj in has been a boost be-
cause of the match winning abilities he has.

“We have identified that we need expe-
rienced batsmen to control the middle with 
Rohit deciding to open and we all backing 
him. Who is better than Yuvraj Singh? That’s 
been the thought process. He’s looking good 
and is looking forward to make an impact in 
this IPL season.

Smith calls Buttler 
one of world’s most 

‘destructive batsmen’
Jaipur, Mar 19 (Pti): 
The returning Steve 
Smith has called his Ra-
jasthan Royals team-
mate Jos Buttler one of 
the “most destructive 
batters” in internation-
al cricket, heaping rich 
praise on the England 
wicketkeeper.

The Australian 
run-machine is returning 
to top-flight after serving 
a one-year international 
ban for involvement in 
ball-tampering.

“Playing alongside 
Buttler will be great, 
batting with him makes 
things easier for me. 
He’s an exciting player 
and one of the most de-
structive batters around 
the world,” Smith said 
during a live interaction 
on the franchise’s social 
media platform.

Smith’s Australian 
teammate David Warner, 

who was also involved in 
the scandal, joined his re-
spective team.

Rajasthan will be 
playing their Indian 
Premier League opener 
against Kings XI Punjab 
at the Sawai Mansingh 
Stadium on March 26.

“It will be great - 
never got the chance to 
play in Jaipur with the 
Royals. I am sure the 
fans will come out in big 
numbers and support 
us,” Smith said.

Rajasthan Royals won 
the inaugural IPL under 
Shane Warne’s captaincy.

Rajasthan 
Royals 
launches 
Academy in 
England
New Delhi, Mar 19 
(Pti): Indian Premier 
League (IPL) franchise 
Rajasthan Royals has tied 
up with the Star Cricket 
Academy in Surrey, En-
gland to re-launch the 
facility as the ‘Rajasthan 
Royals Academy’.

The centre has a 
state-of-the-art cricket 
centre named the Jar-
rett Centre, RR said in 
a press release. It is an 
indoor cricket training 
centre run by former 
professional batsman 
Siddharth Lahiri, along 
with his team of coach-
es including former En-
gland international and 
mentor to the academy, 
Keith Medlycott.

Speaking ahead of 
the launch of the acade-
my, RR’s England player 
Jos Buttker said, “I am 
delighted that Rajasthan 
Royals are launching 
an academy in the UK. 
There is so much talent 
here and the learnings 
that can be transferred 
from the IPL and Indi-
an cricket in general 
are immense.”

Manoj Badale, lead 
owner of the Rajasthan 
Royals, added, “Educa-
tion and sports go hand 
in hand, which helps in 
building strong charac-
ters and leaders. Rajas-
than Royals Academy is 
a great way to engage 
the youth, develop talent, 
and potentially find the 
stars of the future.”

The franchise said it is 
also keen to create an ex-
change programme across 
India and UK wherein the 
children from the UK will 
receive an opportunity 
to come to Institute of 
Sport, Nagpur.
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NZ PM Ardern vows mosque 
killer will face ‘full force of law’

Christchurch, Mar 
19 (AFP): New Zealand 
Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern vowed Tuesday 
never to utter the name 
of the twin-mosque 
gunman as she opened 
a sombre session of 
parliament with an 
evocative “as-salaam 
alaikum” message of 
peace to Muslims.

“He will face the 
full force of the law in 
New Zealand,” Ardern 
pledged to grieving Ki-
wis, while promising that 
she would deprive the 
man, an avowed white 
supremacist who slaugh-
tered 50 people in Christ-
church, of the publicity 
he craved.

“He sought many 
things from his act of 
terror, but one was no-
toriety,” she told assem-
bled lawmakers of the 
28-year-old Australian 
accused of the slaughter.

“That is why you will 
never hear me mention 
his name. He is a ter-
rorist. He is a criminal. 
He is an extremist. But 
he will, when I speak, 
be nameless.” 

“I implore you: Speak 
the names of those who 
were lost rather than the 
name of the man who 
took them.” Dressed in 
black, the 38-year-old 
leader opened her re-
marks in parliament 
with a symbolic gesture, 
repeating the greeting 
uttered every day across 
the Islamic world: “as-sa-
laam alaikum”.

She closed her ad-
dress by noting that “on 
Friday, it will be a week 

since the attack, mem-
bers of the Muslim com-
munity will gather for 
worship on that day. Let 
us acknowledge their 
grief as they do.” 

“Wa alaikum salaam 
wa rahmatullahi wa 
barakatuh,” she said -- 
“May the peace, mercy, 
and blessings of Allah be 
with you too.” 

Her comments came 
as dozens of relatives 
of the deceased began 
arriving from around 
the world ahead of ex-
pected funerals which 
have already been de-
layed far beyond the 24 
hours after death usu-
ally observed under Is-
lamic custom.

Peter Elms of New 
Zealand’s immigration 

department said 65 vi-
sas had been granted for 
overseas family mem-
bers so far.

The slow process of 
identification and foren-
sic documentation has so 
far made burials impos-
sible, augmenting fami-
lies’ grief.

Javed Dadabhai, who 
travelled from Auck-
land to help bury his 
cousin, said families 
and volunteers were 
told: “It is going to be 
a very slow process, a 
very thorough process.” 

“Some families have 
been invited to have a 
look at their family mem-
bers... the ones that are 
easiest to recognise, but 
we are talking about 
three or four.” “The ma-

jority of people still have 
not had the opportunity 
to see their family mem-
bers,” he told AFP.

Mohamed Safi, 23, 
whose father Matiul-
lah Safi died in Al Noor 
mosque, pleaded for of-
ficials to let him identify 
his father get a date for 
his burial.

“There’s nothing 
they are offering,” Safi, 
an Afghan refugee, said 
outside a family sup-
port centre.

“They are just saying 
they are doing their pro-
cedures, they are doing 
their process. But what 
process? Why do I not 
know what you are going 
through to identify the 
body... Why am I not con-
tacted as an immediate 

family member?” 
In the wake of the 

mass shooting, Ardern 
has promised to reform 
New Zealand gun laws 
that allowed the gun-
man to legally purchase 
the weapons he used in 
the attack on two Christ-
church mosques, includ-
ing semi-automatic rifles.

New Zealanders have 
already begun answer-
ing government appeals 
to hand in their weap-
ons, including John 
Hart, a farmer in the 
North Island district of 
Masterton.

Hart said it was an 
easy decision for him to 
hand in his semi-auto-
matic and tweeted: “on 
the farm they are a useful 
tool in some circumstanc-

es, but my convenience 
doesn’t outweigh the risk 
of misuse. We don’t need 
these in our country.” 

The tweet drew a bar-
rage of derogatory mes-
sages to his Facebook ac-
count -- most apparently 
from the US, where the 
pro-gun lobby is power-
ful and vociferous.

Hart deleted the mes-
sages but posted online: 
“A warm kia ora to all my 
new American Facebook 
friends.” “I’m not familiar 
with your local customs, 
but I assume ‘Cuck’ is a 
traditional greeting,” he 
said of the insult, short 
for “cuckold” frequently 
used by far-right pundits.

Police said they did 
not have data available 
on the number of weap-
ons handed in since Fri-
day. But they issued a 
statement saying that 
“due to heightened secu-
rity and the current envi-
ronment, we would ask 
that people please call us 
first before attempting to 
surrender a firearm.” 

Ardern has said that 
details of the govern-
ment’s proposed law 
changes on gun owner-
ship will be announced 
by next week, but she 
indicated that gun buy-
backs and a ban on some 
semi-automatic rifles 
were under consider-
ation. “The terror attack 
in Christchurch... was the 
worst act of terrorism on 
our shores, it was in fact 
one of the worst globally 
in recent times,” she said.

“It has exposed a 
range of weaknesses in 
New Zealand’s gun laws.

Pak Govt. believes USD 11 billion 
stashed abroad by Pakistanis: report

BY SAJJAD HUSSAiN
islamabad, Mar 19 (Pti): 
Pakistani nationals hav-
ing more than 152,500 
offshore bank accounts 
could have stashed 
away USD 11 billion, a 
“mind-boggling” amount 
half of which is unde-
clared, a top minister 
was quoted as saying in a 
media report Tuesday.

Minister of State for 
Revenue Hammad Azhar 
told businessmen at 
the Lahore Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(LCCI) that the number 
of offshore accounts was 
“mind-boggling”.

“So is the amount in-
volved and the names of 
account holders,” Azhar 
was quoted as saying by 
the Dawn newspaper.

“All of these offshore 
account holders are resi-
dent Pakistanis and more 
than half of the hard cur-
rency stashed away by 
them is undeclared,” he 

said. The minister said 
many of these offshore 
account holders did not 
have legitimate, docu-
mented business.

“That should be 
enough to underscore 
the scale of tax evasion 
(in the country). We 
wouldn’t have to beg if 
we could bring this mon-
ey back home,” he said.

Azhar said the off-
shore account holders 
were under the watch 
of the Federal Board of 
Revenue (FBR).

The information 
about the offshore bank 
accounts of Pakistani na-
tionals was shared with 
the government by the 
Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD).

Azhar said the gov-
ernment had “deployed 
technology” using data-
base of the National Da-
tabase and Registration 
Authority, Federal Inves-

tigation Agency, State 
Bank of Pakistan and the 
FBR to profile potential 
taxpayers in Pakistan.

“Almost half the 
work is already done 
and by the end of April 
the profiling of such tax 
evaders will be complet-
ed,” he said.

Last week, Chairman 
of the FBR Jahanzeb 
Khan told a parliamen-
tary panel the board 
had neither set any tax 
recovery target from 
the holders of these ac-
counts nor seen any tax 
potential from the Pana-
ma Papers leaks.

The tax recovery tar-
get could not be given 
on the basis of informa-
tion received about the 
offshore accounts be-
cause the account hold-
ers might have trans-
ferred money through 
legal channels or have 
plausible justification, 
he was quoted to have 

told the panel.
Around 400 account 

holders are believed to 
have cash of USD 1 mil-
lion or above in their ac-
counts and the FBR has 
so far been able to recov-
er USD 1.2 million from 
one individual as tax 
since the OECD shared 
the information with the 
country’s top tax agency.

Several years ago, 
former finance minister 
Ishaq Dar had claimed 
that Pakistani nationals 
had parked a whopping 
USD 200 billion in Swiss 
accounts, but he never 
disclosed the source of 
his information.

Based on his claim, 
the ruling Imran Khan-
led Pakistan Teh-
reek-i-Insaf promised to 
recover this money after 
coming to power.

The prime minister 
has also set up the Asset 
Recovery Unit for this 
purpose.

Pak SC to 
hear Nawaz’s 
appeal for bail 
on medical 
grounds
BY SAJJAD HUSSAiN
islamabad, Mar 19 
(Pti): Pakistan’s Su-
preme Court was Tues-
day set to hear an ap-
peal by country’s jailed 
former Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif seeking 
bail on medical grounds.

Sharif, 69, is serving 
a seven-year imprison-
ment in the Al-Azizia 
Steel Mills corruption 
case at the Kot Lakhpat 
Jail in Lahore since De-
cember 2018.

The Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
supremo has suffered 
four angina attacks last 
week, according to his 
daughter Maryam Nawaz 
. The Sharif family is com-
plaining that the govern-
ment of Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan is not providing 
health facilities to the for-
mer premier who has seri-
ous health complications.

Sharif filed an appeal 
on March 6 against a 
judgment by the Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) 
which on February 25 
rejected his bail applica-
tion on medical grounds 
in the Al-Azizia steel 
mills case. Several senior 
leaders of PML-N were 
also expected to be in the 
court on the occasion.

A three-member 
bench headed by Chief 
Justice Asif Saeed Kho-
sa and comprising Jus-
tice Sajjad Ali Shah and 
Justice Yahya Afridi will 
take up the petition. The 
former premier had twice 
submitted requests to the 
apex court for an early 
hearing of his application.  

China says Dalai 
Lama’s successor has 
to be approved by it

By K J M Varma
Beijing, Mar 19 (Pti): 
China Tuesday rejected 
the Dalai Lama’s asser-
tions that his successor 
could be from India and 
a nominee by Beijing 
would not be respect-
ed, saying the next spir-
itual leader of Tibetan 
Buddhism has to be ap-
proved by the Commu-
nist government.

China’s response 
came after the 83-year-
old Nobel peace laure-
ate told a news agency 
on Monday that it was 
possible that once he dies 
his incarnation could be 
found in India and warned 
that any other successor 
named by China would 
not be respected.

“Reincarnation is the 
unique way of Tibetan 
Buddhism. It has fixed 
rituals and systems,” 
Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Geng 
Shuang told report-
ers when asked about 
remarks by the Dalai 
Lama, who fled to India 
from Tibet in 1959.

“The Chinese gov-
ernment has policy of 
freedom of religious 
belief. We have regula-
tion on religious affairs 

and regulation on the 
reincarnation system 
in Tibetan Buddhism. 
We respect and protect 
such ways of Tibetan 
Buddhism,” Geng said.

Dalai Lama is a title 
given to spiritual lead-
ers of Tibetan people. 
This title is given to those 
who are considered 
among the most import-
ant monks of the Gelug 
School, the newest school 
of Tibetan Buddhism.

Born in 1935, the 
current Dalai Lama was 
identified as the reincar-
nation of his predecessor 
when he was just two 
years old.

“The reincarnation 
system has been there 
for hundreds of years. 
The 14th Dalai has also 
been recognised in the 
religious rituals and was 
approved by the central 
government. So the re-
incarnation of the Dalai 
Lama should follow the 
national rules and regu-
lations and the religious 
rituals,” Geng said.

Amidst the Tibetan 
uprising in 1959, the Da-
lai Lama fled to India in 
March that year to escape 
a Chinese crackdown in 
his Himalyan abode.

international Sanskrit conference 
commences in Nepal

BY SHiRiSH B PRADHAN
Kathmandu, Mar 19 
(Pti): A three-day inter-
national Sanskrit confer-
ence that aims to endorse 
the ancient language as 
common treasure of Ne-
pal and India commenced 
here on Tuesday.

Titled “Sanskrit a 
common treasure of Ne-
pal and India”, the con-
ference is being jointly 
organised by the Indian 
Embassy in Kathmandu, 
India’s Ministry of Culture 
in collaboration with the 
Balmiki campus of Nepal 
Sanskrit University. 

More than 45 work-
ing papers on different 
aspects of Sanskrit lan-

guage, literature and phi-
losophy will be present-
ed by scholars from the 
two nations during the 
conference, according to 
an official statement.

“Sanskrit is not an or-
dinary language, rather it 
is a language meant for 
salvation and a language 
that can connect us with 
the God,” Abhiraj Rajen-
dra Mishra, a scholar 
from India, said.

The Chancellor of 
Nepal Academy, Ganga 
Prasad Upreti was the 
chief guest at the func-
tion, which was also at-
tended by India’s ambas-
sador to Nepal Manjeev 
Singh Puri.
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COLORBLOCKING QUEEN! The Black Panther 
star, Lupita Nyong’o is bright and beautiful heading into 
The Late Show with Stephen Colbert in NYC.
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ARIES: Vote with your wallet today, Ar-
ies. You have a choice as to where you 
spend those hard-earned dollars. Why not 
flow them toward a company whose val-
ues you admire and respect? Your support 
could help keep an indie label alive or 
bring customers to a friend’s start-up. If 
you feel so inspired, spread the word on 
social media or write a positive review  
TAURUS: What feels like “love at first 
sight” or instant chemistry could turn 
out to be an abbreviated affair today. Al-
though someone’s charming allure makes 
you swoon, it’s too soon to trust it. With 
elusive Neptune mirroring the moon, 
you’re susceptible to a slick sales pitch. 
Keep your wits about you and you can en-
joy this enchanted aspect without getting 
swept away.  
GEMINI: You’re more sensitive than usual 
today, thanks to an opposition of the moon and 
brooding Neptune. A clash with a coworker 
could turn on the waterworks or cause you to 
lose your cool—not exactly the strategy meet-
ing you had in mind. Still, you might need to 

work out some underlying tension with a col-
league. Don’t wait until the entire department 
is gathered in the conference room.  
CANCER: If you can’t beat ‘em, join 
‘em? This Saturday, collaborating with 
the so-called competition might bring the 
win-win you’re both looking for...IF you 
can set aside your differences. The trick is 
to test the waters slowly small instead of 
trying to resolve every difference in one 
day. If you’ve been gasping for air—or 
maybe just a change of scenery—the next 
ten weeks could send you on some amaz-
ing adventures.  
LEO: This Saturday, a refreshingly hon-
est conversation can move the needle on a 
stuck relationship. Don’t get hung up with 
saying the “right” thing, Leo; just speak 
your piece in a non-blaming way. And 
make sure you extend that open-mind-
ed courtesy to the other party as well. Of 
course, sometimes these sentiments are 
best expressed in a letter—one that you 
don’t send, but rather write, then rip up 
and burn as a ceremonial release.  

LIBRA: Who says February 14th gets to 
have all the fun? Saturday’s playful pairing 
of Mercury and Uranus could bring an early 
visit from St. Valentine. A scintillating con-
versation could lead to a dinner date that lin-
gers on for hours. If you’re already spoken 
for, Saturday could be like a V-Day prequel. 
Reserve a table for two or pick up a pair of 
tickets for a raved-about show.   
VIRGO: Thoughts are swirling through your 
head this Saturday, but don’t let them evolve into 
an epic work of fiction. With analytical Mercury 
getting a boost from innovative Uranus, talk to 
people who can help you see the situation from 
an enlightened perspective. Everything happens 
for a reason, Virgo, even if it makes zero sense 
in the moment.
SCORPIO: Is it a fact or just a feel-
ing? Saturday’s Mercury-Uranus mashup 
brings some much-needed objectivity to a 
situation that’s been hitting all your emo-
tional buttons. While you don’t want to ig-
nore your intuition, what’s bothering you 
might be a result of a past trigger rather 
than something that’s actually occurring in 

the here and now. The surest way to find 
out? Investigate, as only a Scorpio can! 
Your inner bon vivant takes the wheel this 
Sunday as social Mercury high-kicks into 
Pisces and your flamboyant, funloving 
fifth house! 
SAGITTARIUS: If other people are slow-
ing you down this Saturday, no need to drag 
those stragglers along for the ride. Enjoy a 
day of independence, allowing yourself to 
come and go as you please without check-
ing for approval. The dedicated alone time 
will refresh your feed and you’ll be ready 
to reign as life of the party come sundown. 
Avoid any venues that feel stuffy or elitist !    
CAPRICORN: Anyone can dazzle you 
with a first impression—but can they ac-
tually walk their talk? Under Saturday’s 
convivial alignment of Mercury and Ura-
nus, you might not be the best at separat-
ing the wheat from the chaff. Enjoy the 
magic moments you share with people 
socially, remembering that only time can 
tell the true story about their integrity and 
character. Reserve judgement, one way or 

the other, because it’s equally possible that 
someone you wrote off as annoying could 
start to grow on you!    
AQUARIUS:  Chat up strangers this Satur-
day, because at any moment, random ban-
ter could reveal a serendipitous spark. The 
fateful encounter could happen during an 
espresso run or while you’re rolling up your 
yoga mat after class. One thoughtful com-
ment on an Instagram-friend’s feed could 
lead to a DM exchange—and one bold right 
swipe could swiftly evolve into a Saturday 
night date!   
PISCES: You don’t have to make excuses 
for other people’s bad behavior, Pisces, but 
it’s possible that you overreacted to a recent 
slight. You’re rightfully disappointed but is 
this really grounds for a freezeout? Maybe 
you extended the benefit of the doubt a lit-
tle too quickly or projected qualities onto 
people that were never really there. Accept 
their limitations then consider letting go of 
your anger. Going forward, you can’t count 
on these people for certain things—but that 
doesn’t mean you can’t still be cordial.

More responsibility when directing 
a superstar: anurag singh

Mumbai, Mar 18 (Pti): Director An-
urag Singh, who has teamed up with 
Akshay Kumar for their upcoming film 
“Kesari”, says working with stars is a big 
responsibility.  Anurag has directed “Kesari” 
that is based on the Battle of Saragarhi fought 
between the British Indian army’s Sikh Regiment 
and Afghan tribesmen in September 1897. 

“I did not think that if I have a star in my film so I will not 
focus on anything else. Rather the responsibility is more when 
you have a star in your film as you don’t want to dishearten 
fans. “The budget is bigger so you need to justify that also. I 
don’t think a filmmaker is relaxed when they have a star in a 
film. I am rather scared that what I make should be received 
well and people should like,” Anurag told PTI. 

The filmmaker praised Akshay for his professionalism and 
dedication.

“We are getting to work with a star, there are no starry 
trantrums or ego issues. He comes on time, is disciplined and 
will do what a director says. Once he was ok with the script, he 
said, ‘you tell me what I have to do’,” Anurag added.

There were other two films to be made on the same sub-
ject by Ajay Devgn and filmmaker Rajkumar Santoshi, which 
was to feature Randeep Hooda as Havildar Ishar Singh. 

Anurag said he was aware about these two films and be-
lieves everybody has the freedom to make a film on any sub-
ject. “I was not worried. We did not discuss what others are 
doing, we just wanted to make the best film that we can. We 

were aware that Santoshi sahab is mak-
ing a film and Ajay is also doing it. 

“When we started out we came to 
know that none of the other films are hap-

pening. By the time we started work on our 
film and got dates, all of it fell in place. We got to 

know that none of the other films are happening,” 
he said. The director started work on the film in early 

2017 and have nearly spend more than two years doing research. 
Earlier superstar Salman Khan was also attached as a pro-

ducer on the film with Karan Johar but later he backed out. 
According to Anurag, it was an amicable parting.

There were reports that Salman chose to back out of “Kes-
ari” as his friend Ajay was making a film on the same subject. 

Anurag said every filmmaker faces the pressure of Friday 
test, but he is happy that the makers have liked “Kesari”. 

“This is a big project where big names are involved in it 
so the responsibility is much more. Pressure is not from their 
side as they are happy. But personally you feel the pressure. 

“I am glad they all had the confidence in me and I just hope 
the film does well because of it’s storyline and the efforts put 
by the team. There are expectations and I understand that. I 
am satisfied with the film.” 

Anurag, who made his debut as a director in 2007 in Hin-
di films with “Raqeeb”, went on to direct Punjabi movies “Jatt 
and Juliet”, “Super Singh”, “Punjab 1984” and others. He is 
open to the idea of directing more Hindi films. 

“Kesari” is set to open in theatres on March 21.

rachel bilson to star in ‘lovestruck’

ryan hansen to star in fox ‘adam & eve’ pilot

‘white chicks 
2’ is going to 

happen one day: 
terry crews

Los Angeles, Mar 19 (Pti): 
Terry Crews says he is up for a 
sequel to 2004 comedy “White 
Chicks”. The actor starred in 
the film as flirtatious pro bas-
ketball player Latrell Spencer 
who takes a shine to an under-
cover FBI agent Marcus Cope-
land, who along with his agent 
brother Kevin, don whiteface as 
white women to crack a pair of 
kidnappings.

Real-life brothers Shawn 
and Marlon Wayans starred as 
Kevin and Marcus, respectively.

Crews said he would love to 
reprise his role in the film’s sec-
ond installment even if years 
go by. “I would love (a sequel)! 
I’m staying in shape for ‘White 
Chicks 2’! I will never get out of 
shape you know that, right? 

“I will be 75 and say, ‘Here 
we go, I’m ready to go!’ I will 
never, ever get out of shape 
because that movie’s going to 
happen one day,” the “Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine” star told Us Weekly. 

Miranda richardson cast in 
‘game of thrones’ prequel pilot

Los Angeles, Mar 19 (Pti): “Harry Potter” 
actor Miranda Richardson has been roped 
in to star in “Game of Thrones” spin-off, 
tentatively titled, “The Long Night”.

The actor is known for her turn as Rita 
Skeeter, the nosy Gossip Correspondent 
for the fictitious newspaper Daily Prophet 
in “Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire”.

According to Deadline, Richardson has 
joined the ensemble cast which features 
Naomi Watts in the lead.

Josh Whitehouse, Naomi Ackie, De-
nise Gough, Jamie Campbell Bower, 
Sheila Atim, Ivanno Jeremiah, Georgie 
Henley, Alex Sharp and Toby Regbo are 
also attached to star.

The prequel pilot comes from writ-
er Jane Goldman and “GOT” creator and 
co-executive producer George RR Martin. 
Goldman will also serve as showrunner.

According to HBO, the new show 
will be set thousands of years before the 
events of “Game of Thrones”.

It will chronicle the world’s descent 
from the golden Age of Heroes into its 
darkest hour. From the horrifying secrets 
of Westeros’s history to the true origin of 
the White Walkers, the mysteries of the 
East to the Starks of legend, the official 
logline of the show read. 

“GOT” returns for a final time on 
April 14.

Los Angeles, Mar 19 (Pti): 
Rachel Bilson has been roped 
in as the female lead for the 
show “Lovestruck”.

According to The Hol-
lywood Reporter, “The OC” 
alum will play the bride, Dai-
sy Valentine in the dramedy 
that unfolds at a wedding 
over a single night. Based on 

French series, “Quadras”, the 
show is described as a “struc-
turally inventive” series.

As the viewer gets to 
know the wedding party, 
they will learn about both 
their present and past and 
that things are not always 
as they seem. “Lovestruck” 
marks Bilson’s homecoming 

to Fox network, where she got 
her breakout role as Summer 
Roberts in the teen soap “The 
OC”, that ran from 2003–07.

The cast also includes 
Andie MacDowell and Rich-
ard Roxburgh who play Dai-
sy’s parents, along with Kath-
leen Turner, Madeline Wise 
and Usman Ally.

Los Angeles, Mar 19 
(Pti): Actor Ryan Hansen 
has been roped in to play 
the role of Adam in Fox’s 
“Adam & Eve” pilot.  Actor 
Odette Annable is set to 
play Eve, reported Variety.

The singe-camera 
comedy is based on the 
French-Canadian format of 
the same name. The story 
follows one couple at three 
stages of their relationship 
young and passionate, mid-
dle-aged with children and 
planning retirement.

Jon Beckerman will write and executive 
produce with Claire Scanlon attached as di-
rector of the series. Claude Meunier, Luc 

Wiseman of Avanti Groupe, which produced 
the original series, will also executive pro-
duce. 20th Century Fox Television will pro-
duce the pilot.


