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DEAR READERS,
IF YOU ARE HAVING TROUBLE GETTING YOUR COPY 
OF THE SUMMIT TIMES IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD, 
PLEASE MESSAGE OR WHATSAPP US YOUR NAME 
AND ADDRESS AT 9832556698 AND WE WILL 
ENSURE THAT THE NEWSPAPER REACHES YOU.

Pailo 
Baisakh 
greetings 
from CM
Gangtok, 13 Apr 
[IPR]: Chief Minister 
PS Tamang has extend-
ed New Year [Vikram 
Samvat] and Baisakhi 
greetings to Nepalese 
living all over the world.

He highlights the 
warm tidings that the 
New Year brings with the 
change in seasons from 
winter to spring and of 
how this signifies "a new 
time of happiness, peace, 
hope and enthusiasm." 

"I wish you victory 
over the epidemic and 
pray that everyone keeps 
safe," the CM conveys 
while praying for ev-
eryone's good health, 
prosperity and progress.

Bimal Gurung’s 
statement unfortunate, 

says BJP Sikkim

Gorkha problem will be solved after BJP 
comes to power in Bengal: Amit Shah

SMRITA KHAWAS
Darjeeling, 13 Apr: 

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah, who is 

currently on a North 
Bengal election cam-
paign trail, was in 
Darjeeling today and 
while assuring that the 
"Gorkha problem" will 
be resolved after BJP 
forms the government 
in West Bengal, also 
invoked Darjeeling's 
history from more than 
a century ago to under-
line that the Hills will 
be reverted to their 
position of prominence 
and path-breaking de-
velopment under a BJP 
government.

He assured that a 
political solution to the 
long-drawn "Gorkha 
problem" in the Hills 
will be reached once 
the BJP forms the gov-
ernment in West Ben-
gal.

In this regard, he 
remarked the Consti-
tution of India was ex-
pansive and vast and 
carried enough pro-
visions to solve any 
problem.

A BJP government 
at the Centre and one in 
West Bengal will pro-

vide the double-engine 
boost to address issues 
which have wracked 
the region, he said.

"I promise that 
a permanent polit-
ical solution to the 
Gorkha problem will 
be reached... You will 
not have to resort to 
agitations anymore," 
he said.

He also played to 

the gallery by packag-
ing rosy retrospections 
about the Hills, point-
ing out that Darjeeling 
was the first place in 
Asia to get electrici-
ty in 1897, the second 
place in Bengal to get a 
municipality and argu-
ably the first region 
in the country to see 
industrialisation with 
the tea estates estab-

lished here.
He rued that a re-

gion which led on all 
indices at one time had 
been allowed to fall by 
the wayside when it 
comes to development 
and announced that 
this will be corrected 
by the BJP.

He alleged that Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee has "put a full stop" 

to development work in 
Darjeeling and was con-
tinuing a condescending 
attitude manifested in 
TMC leaders visiting the 
Hills only for leisure.

He also thanked the 
Hills for being among 
the first in West Bengal 
to support the BJP and 
giving it MPs for two 
terms 

TMC has left the 
three Darjeeling constit-
uencies to its allies from 
the Hills -- the two GJM 
factions led by Gurung 
and Binay Tamang. Both 
the sparring factions 
have fielded candidates, 
who are contesting the 
elections from the three 
seats as Independents.

SAGAR CHETTRI
GANGTOK, 13 Apr: 

Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty Sikkim Pradesh 

spokesperson, Dr Raju 
Giri today called it unfor-
tunate that a leader from 
the hills is accusing BJP 
of destroying the region. 
He was responding to the 
recent allegations made 
by Gorkha Janmukti Mor-
cha leader, Bimal Gurung.

Dr Giri further said 
that BJP believes in Sabka 
Saath Sabka Vikash and 
Mr Gurung’s statements 
are just reflecting his frus-
tration since it is election 
time in West Bengal.

“It is very unfortu-
nate for a leader from 
the hills to make 
statements against 
a national party like 
BJP which follows 
the principle of Sab-
ka Saath and Sabka 
Vikash. Although BJP 
is indebted to Mr Gu-
rung and even he is in-
debted to BJP, now to 
make such statements 
after a long association 
with BJP might be his 
frustration during this 
election time,” Dr Giri said. 

He also said that it is 
very unfortunate that Mr 
Gurung made racist state-
ments against the attire of 
a certain community. This 
was in response to Mr Gu-
rung’s recent statement 

that Sikkim Chief Minister, 
PS Tamang is “holding on 
to BJP’s dhoti to save him-
self”.

He asserted that it 
was important for polit-
ical parties to make re-
sponsible statements in 
the interest of the people 
to get their mandate and 
not irresponsible state-
ments just for political 
benefit.

Earlier, addressing 
the press conference, he 
appealed to the people 
in the age group of 45 
years & above in Sikkim 
to come forward to vac-
cinate themselves for 
COVID-19. While stating 
that Covishield is the in-
digenous vaccine of India 
and safe, he urged peo-
ple to shun their fears 
towards the vaccine and 
to vaccinate themselves 
at the earliest by visiting 
the nearest health centre.

Dr Giri appreciated 
the initiative of the Prime 
Minister, Teeka Utsav to 
provide COVID vaccines 
free of cost for the safety 
of the people of India. 

“The whole gov-
ernment machinery is 
working on war-footing 
to provide the vaccine to 
every eligible person and 
now it our responsibility 
to come forward for the 
vaccine,” he said.

1,000 Covid cases in 
2 days in Haridwar 
as millions gather 
at Kumbh Mela
Hardwar, 13 Apr 
[NDTV]: Uttarakhand's 
Haridwar reported 594 
new cases of coronavirus 
today, taking the active 
caseload of the city to 
2,812, as thousands 
gathered to take dips in 
the Ganges for the 13th 
day of Mahakumbh. On 
Monday, Haridwar had 
registered 408 cases.
Uttarakhand logged 1,925 
cases with 13 deaths 
in the last 24 hours.

Devotees continue to 
throng the ghats of Ha-
ridwar even as the coun-
try reels under a more 
severe second wave of 
coronavirus infections 
with many states run-
ning out of vaccines 
and beds for patients.

Nearly a million 
people have flocked to 
the banks of the Ganges 
to participate in the 
months-long "Kumbh 
Mela" or pitcher festival.

On Monday, the day of 
the auspicious Shahi Snan 
(ritualistic bath), nearly 
a lakh had gathered for 
the holy dip in absolute 
violation of Covid pro-
tocols issued by the 
Union Health Ministry.

25 new cases and 8,770 more vaccinations
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 13 Apr: 

Sikkim recorded 25 new cases of 
novel coronavirus in the last 24 

hours taking the state's tally of con-
firmed cases of COVID-19 reported 
so far to 6,435. 

With this, the number of active 
cases of coronavirus in Sikkim has 
now increased to 175. Meanwhile, 
the number of recovered cases of 
COVID-19 in Sikkim also improved a 
bit with five new recoveries.

In his daily health bulletin on 
Tuesday, Health Department State 
IEC Officer, Sonam Gyaltsen Bhut-
ia, mentioned that these new cases 
were picked up from the testing of 
230 samples on Monday, of which 
17 were found in RT-PCR testing and 
one in Truenat testing of two samples and 
seven in rapid antigen testing of 63 samples.

While providing details of new cases 
reported from in and around Gangtok, he 
informed that among these are two per-

sons from Tibet Road, two from Chandmari, 
two from Indira Bye Pass Road, three from 
Tadong [one from 5th Mile and two from 
ICAR quarters], one from Sichey and one 
from Upper Sichey. 

Likewise, two persons from Pakyong, 

one from Chanatar-Rangpo, one from 
Gaidhara, one from Rhenock and one 
from Sirwani in East District have also 
tested positive for COVID-19.

Mr Bhutia added that samples 
of a person from Middle Gyalshing, 
one from Upper Fambong [Sombar-
ia] and one from Darap in West Dis-
trict have also returned positive for 
COVID-19. 

He added that an Army personnel 
also tested positive for COVID-19 
and was following the COVID proto-
col of the Army.

Similarly, one person from Dima-
pur, Nagaland, one from Bihar and 
one from Chennai also tested positive 
for COVID-19 and the rooms/ hotels 
they stayed in have been contained.

On the other hand, Sikkim man-
aged 8,770 more vaccinations on Monday. 
Of these, while 8,312 received the first dose 
of the Covid vaccine, 458 were administered 
their second shots to complete their vacci-
nation schedule.
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IPR Deptt mikes Covid 
awareness across Sikkim

Gangtok, 13 Apr (IPR): 
In order to generate mas-
sive awareness on the on-
going Tika Utsav which is 
being held in the State 
from 11 to 14 Apr, 2021, 
and to provide necessary 
information with regard 
to the second wave of 
COVID-19, the Informa-
tion and Public Relations 
Department, Govern-
ment of Sikkim has initi-
ated a miking process in 
the State from 12 April. 

The miking is be-
ing done to reach out 
to the masses with re-
gard to the COVID-19 
appropriate behaviour 
which includes compul-
sory use of face mask, 
maintaining physical 
distancing and frequent 
hand washing and also 
appealing to everyone for 
the age group of 45 years 
and above to come for-
ward and get themselves 
vaccinated. 

Apart from this, 
various COVID-19 safe-
ty protocols are being 
disseminated through 
Public Address System 
stressing on "Dabai Bhi, 
KadaisBhi".

The areas covered by 
the miking in East Dis-

trict were Ranipool, 6th 
Mile, 5th mile, Lumsey, 
Tadong, Deorali, Gangtok, 
Chandmari, Vajra, Tashi 
Viewpoint, Burtuk, DC 
Office Sichey, Arithang, 
Lalbazar, Bojoghari 2nd 
Mile, Tibet Road, Kazi 
Road, Convoy Ground, 
Development area and 
other surrounding areas.

***
NAMCHI, 13 APR 

(IPR): With an objec-
tive to spread awareness 
about COVID-19 and to 
familiarize the mass-
es regarding the ongo-
ing 'Tika Utsav', a small 
miking procession was 
being undertaken by 
South District Informa-
tion and Public Relations 
Department. 

The aim of this pub-
lic address system is to 
disseminate information 
regarding prevention 
and control of COVID-19 
pandemic amongst the 
public. Brief information 
on COVID-19, basic prin-
ciples of infection pre-
vention and control will 
be emphasized. 

This awareness via 
miking will be conduct-
ed in all urban and ru-
ral places located in the 

South District in the com-
ing days.

***
Gyalshing, 12 Apr 

(IPR): Information and 
Public Relations Depart-
ment (IPR) being the 
nodal department to co-
ordinate and collaborate 
with all line departments 
to effectively implement 
the 'Jan Andolan Cam-
paign for Covid-19' and 
'Teeka Utsav' in the State, 
today geared its first day 
extensive miking on mas-
sive vaccination drive 
and Covid-19 and its pre-
vention. 

The extensive miking 
started from Tikjuk, 
covering various places 
aroundGyalshinginclud-
ingPelling, Chumbung, 
Legship,Reshi and Nay-
abazar.

During the miking it 
was also informed that 
thecitizen belonging 
to the age group of 45 
years and above com-
pulsory has tocomplete 
the dose of vaccine pro-
vided by Government 
ofSikkim.

The awareness cam-
paign will continue upto 
one week covering entire 
West Sikkim.

602 above 45 yr olds vaccinated 
at Central Pendam PHSC

Rangpo, 13 Apr: Central Pendam PHSC under Rangpo PHC administered Covid vaccine shots to 602 people in the area aged 45y and 
above. The vaccination team was led by Gopal Dhakal (MPHW) and included the PHSC staff,  ASHA workers, AWWs and was 
especially supported by Bipal Khanal of Bhurung. [from SANJAY AGARWAL] 

DC-North convenes meeting to discuss 
vaccination and Covid's second wave

Mangan, 13 Apr [IPR]: 
District Collector, North, 
Tenzing T Kaleon, 
chaired a meeting with 
stakeholders from North 
Sikkim District Task 
Force at the District Col-
lector's chamber in Man-
gan today. 
The main objective of 
the meeting was to dis-
cuss proactive measures 
to check Covid-19 and 
Covid-19 vaccination 
coverage throughout the 
district. 

The District Collector, 
North, who is also the 
Chairman of North Sik-
kim District Task Force 
for Covid-19 was ac-
companied by Addition-
al District Collector, HQ 
(North), Sonam Lepcha, 
DRCHO, North, Dr Tara 
Gautam, Chief Medical 
Officer, North, TempoT 
Kaleon, Sub-Division-

al Magistrate, Mangan, 
KT Bhutia, Additional 
District Collector (Dev), 
North, RB Bhandari, 
District Medical Super-
intendent (North), Dr 
RinzingDoma Bhutia and 
officials from various line 
departments. 

The DC/N suggested 
that to contain the virus, 

primary contacts should 
stay in home isolation and 
they should be taken to 
the nearest testing centre 
by Health officials with the 
help of the Police. 

In such scenario, the 
vehicle moving to-and-
fro from their residence 
to the nearing testing 
centre would be pro-

vided by the Health de-
partment if the primary 
contact does not have a 
vehicle. 

He assured that all 
support will be provid-
ed to the concerned de-
partment and individu-
als for tasks mentioned 
above.He requested the 
CMO/N to provide infor-

mation on daily cases in 
the district and directed 
ADC/N (Dev) and Health 
Educator (North) to dis-
seminate information 
to rural areas, including 
less reached places such 
as Passingdong and Hee 
Gyathang. Furthermore, 
he requested the ADC/N 
(Dev) to work on con-
taining fake news and 
discourage rumour mon-
gering regarding the vac-
cination process.

Various issues such 
as current active cas-
es in the district, AEFI 
Covid-19 vaccination re-
port, temperature testing 
of mainline taxi drivers 
from outside Rangpo, 
random testing of shop-
keepers in the district, 
and quarantine facility 
(North District Zilla Bha-
wan) for North Sikkim 
were discussed at length.

Culture Deptt staffers celebrate 
Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav

Gangtok, 13 Apr [IPR]: 
As a part of the “Aza-
di Ka Amrut Mahotsav’, 
the Culture Department, 
Government of Sikkim, 
organized a programme 
comprised of patriotic 
song, dances, poetry and 
prose recitation by the 
artistes and librarians of 
the Department, at Man-
an Hall, Gangtok today. 
Similarly, poetry recita-
tion was also held in all 
the Community Centre 
District Libraries in the 
State.

The programme was 
attended by Advisor Cul-
ture Department, Bhim 
Kumari Sharma, Chair-
man, Sikkim Culture, 
Heritage and Communal 
Harmony Board, Sonam 
Sherpa along with Sec-
retary Culture, Sherap 

Shenga, officers and staff 
of the Department. 

The programme was 
also attended by repre-
sentatives of some of the 
departments housed at 
Manan Bhawan.

Our Nation is just 
a few months away 
from celebrating the 
75th Anniversary of 
India’s Independence. 
To commemorate the 
monumental occasion, 
the Central Govern-
ment had proposed 
various programmes 
and activities exactly 75 
weeks, prior to Indepen-
dence Day celebration, 
2022.

Similarly, to mark 
the occasion, the Culture 
Department has been or-
ganizing a series of pro-
grammes since 12 Mar, 

2021 onwards. A Skit on 
Dandi March was held on 
18 March, Quiz Compe-
tition in both online and 
off-line mode by library 
section in coordination 
with NIC, on freedom 
movement was held on 
23 March.

A cultural troupe 
comprising of 23 artistes 
also participated in the 
Salt Sathyagrah- Dandi 
March event held re-
cently at Gujarat w.e.f. 
02 to 05 Apr,2021. Other 
programmes in the pipe-
line includes Jallianwala 
Bagh Massacre, poetry 
recitation on commem-
orating first war of In-
dependence 1857 on 
10th May 2021, painting 
competition on 23 June 
followed by storytelling 
session on 21 July etc.

India's Mobile Payments Revolution 
Dragged Down By Bank Tech Glitches

New Delhi, 13 Apr 
[Bloomberg]: Even be-
fore the pandemic, Indian 
consumers were taking 
up mobile payment tech-
nologies with remark-
able speed. There's just 
one problem: The net-
works of India's biggest 
banks have struggled to 
keep pace, crashing again 
and again.

The outages are ex-
posing years of underin-
vestment in technology 
and a surprising lack of 
preparedness, analysts 
and executives say. 

The problems have 
been especially embarrass-
ing for HDFC Bank Ltd., 
the country's top bank by 
market value. It's touted 
its online prowess, only to 
be blasted on Twitter by 
frustrated customers and 
banned by India's bank reg-
ulator from offering new 
digital products until its 
technology is fixed.

The banks are coming 
up short in a hotly com-
petitive market. India's 
central bank estimates 
the number of online 
transactions grew 500% 
in the past five years. 

Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi's govern-
ment has called for 
homegrown solutions 
to bridge the country's 
yawning digital divide, 
but overseas companies 
have moved aggressive-
ly into payments as well. 

Amazon.com, Facebook, 
and Google are pouring 
billions of dollars into build-
ing their own ecosystems for 
apps, linking payments to the 
retail networks of thousands 
of mom and pop stores. 
They've been able to piggy-
back on India's innovative 
Unified Payments Interface, 
a retail payments platform 
that lets banks and apps in-
teract seamlessly.

In India's tightly reg-
ulated financial sphere, 
financial technology 
companies still need 
banks to complete trans-
actions and offer services 
such as loans. But banks 
in India risk seeing a re-
peat of what's happened 
in China, where customer 
engagement and loyalty 
have shifted from con-
ventional banks to fin-
tech brands. 

"Over a period of 
time these global big 
tech firms will be able to 
take away market share," 
says Mahesh Ramamoor-
thy, managing director 
of banking solutions at 

FIS India. "Banks will be 
more on the back end, 
settling these transac-
tions than facing online 
customers."

On the afternoon of 
Nov. 21, online transac-
tions for HDFC Bank's 56 
million customers crashed 
when diesel-powered 
back-up generators at its 
data center on the fringes 
of financial capital Mum-
bai failed to fire up after 
the main power failed. The 
outage lasted for several 
hours and also disrupted 
service for some custom-
ers of Google Pay, HDFC 
Bank's online payments 
partner.

HDFC Bank staff had 
flagged risks stemming 
from a lack of adequate 
tech infrastructure as 
early as 2017 after they 
started noticing brief 
but frequent downtimes, 
according to people fa-
miliar with the matter. 
But it took HDFC Bank 
more than three years to 
shift to a new data center, 
and the transition wasn't 

complete when the No-
vember outage hap-
pened, the people say.

It was one of about 
14 tech glitches for HDFC 
Bank over the past 12 
months. The govern-
ment-backed State Bank 
of India has seen its inter-
net and mobile banking 
go down 68 times over 
that period, while the 
second largest private 
lender ICICI Bank Ltd. 
had 21 outages, accord-
ing to data published by 
Down Detector. 

Ten of India's top 30 
banks recorded a 3% fail-
ure in transactions over 
the payments backbone 
in September 2020, ac-
cording to a PwC report.

HDFC Bank CEO 
Sashidhar Jagdishan has 
said the lender is work-
ing on "war footing" to 
strengthen its digital ca-
pabilities. A central bank 
investigation will deter-
mine when the ban on 
new digital offerings will 
lift. "We have also uti-
lized the time to not only 

reinforce our platforms 
but also strategize and 
re-skill our work force," a 
bank spokesperson said 
in an emailed statement.

The Reserve Bank of 
India, the nation's central 
bank and top financial reg-
ulator, has also questioned 
SBI about the reported 
glitches on its internet 
banking and mobile apps, 
according to people familiar 
with the matter. SBI is put-
ting more resources into its 
private cloud and expand-
ing the capacity of its data 
centers, they say. SBI didn't 
respond to emails seeking 
comments. 

The central bank 
didn't respond to ques-
tions about the outages. 
But at an industry con-
clave in March, Reserve 
Bank Governor Shakti-
kanta Das urged banks to 
strengthen cyber security 
and tech infrastructure.

Despite the problems, 
online transactions are 
expected to keep grow-
ing quickly. But for that 
banks will need to spend 
more on technology. "It 
is as if the living room 
was kept clean but the 
attic was messy," says 
Vivek Belgavi, a partner 
and leader of the fintech 
practice at PwC India. 
"Banks need to reprior-
itize and fix their core 
infrastructure. The need 
of the hour is intent and 
speed to do so."

BJP Scheduled Caste Front state president, Birendra Poureli mentioned that 
BJP state unit has been observing the week-long celebration of 130th birth anni-
versary of Dr BR Ambedkar from 07 to 14 April with series of activities across the 
State. As a part of the celebration, BJP Scheduled Caste Front has paid homage to 
Dr Ambedkar with 108 butter lamps before the statue of Dr Ambedkar at the State 
Legislative Assembly complex on Tuesday evening. 

The press conference was also addressed by a BJP senior member, Bhanu Dahal.

Bimal Gurung’s statement unfortunate,....
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Yashasvi Medical & clinic, 
5th Mile, Opposite Manipal Gate.  

NEW CLINIC TIMING.  
Doctor Available: (Monday- Saturday)  
1.General Physician: 7 AM-9AM,  
2.OBG & Gynecologist: 9-10AM. 
3.Pediatrician: 8:30-9:30 AM.  
4.Skin Specialist: 5-7PM. 
5. Orthopaedic : 5-7 PM.  
6.Cardio Specialist: 4-6PM. 
7.Medicine (Gastrointestinal Specialist) :5-6PM.

Call For Appointment : 6294683018 / 7908242665

SIKKIM STATE TECHER’S RECRUITMENT BOARD
(Constituted Vide Notification No. 933/HRDD, 2015)

Upper Syari, Gangtok, East Sikkim
Memo No. 38/SSTRB/ADM      Date: 12/04/2021

NOTICE
1. Applications are invited from the in-service eligible Post Graduate Teachers and Headmasters/Headmistresses of Second-
ary Schools serving in the Government Schools of Sikkim for filling up the following posts:

Sl.No. Name of the post No of posts Post Ratio Pay in the (Level + 
Grade Pay)

1. Principal, Senior 
Secondary School

30* a) 50% by promotion of Post Graduate 
Teachers

b) 50% by promotion of “Headmas-
ters/Headmistresses of Secondary 
Schools

GP-6700/-Level-18

Note: In the event of non-availability of eligible candidates from category (b) the post of Principal shall be filled up from among 
the eligible candidates of category (a) in order of merit and vice-versa. 

*(A list of 15 names on the merit basis will be maintained to meet the subsequent vacancies likely to arise because of promo-
tions, retirement or failing vacant by any other means, for a period of 11 months).

SIKKIM STATE TECHER’S RECRUITMENT BOARD 

(Constituted Vide Notification No. 933/HRDD, 2015) 

Upper Syari, Gangtok, East Sikkim 

Memo No. 38/SSTRB/ADM Date: 12/04/2021 

NOTICE\ 

1. Applications are invited from the in-service eligible Post Graduate Teachers and Headmasters/Headmistresses of Secondary 
Schools serving in the Government Schools of Sikkim for filling up the following posts: 

Sl.No. Name of the post No of 
posts  

Post Ratio Pay in the (Level + 
Grade Pay) 

1. Principal, Senior Secondary 
School 

30* a) 50% by promotion of Post Graduate 
Teachers 
b) 50% by promotion of 
“Headmasters/Headmistresses of 
Secondary Schools 

GP-6700/-Level-18 

Note: In the event of non-availability of eligible candidates from category (b) the post of Principal shall be filled up from among 
the eligible candidates of category (a) in order of merit and vice-versa. 
*(A list of 15 names on the merit basis will be maintained to meet the subsequent vacancies likely to arise because of 
promotions, retirement or failing vacant by any other means, for a period of 11 months). 
 

2. Eligibility criteria, educational and professional qualifications for the post of Principal are given below: 

Candidates must have possessed the following minimum educational and professional qualifications: 

Sl.
no 

For Principal Qualifications Teachers Experience  Age limit 
Academic Professional 

1 From PGT a) Post Graduate 
Degree in any subject 
from a recognized 
University 

a) B.Ed degree from an 
institute recognized by 
the NCTE 

a) Twelve years of 
uninterrupted regular 
service as a Post 
Graduate Teacher as 
on March 31,2021 

No age bar 

2 From HM, 
Secondary 
School 

a) Post Graduate 
Degree in any subject 
from a recognized 
University 

a) B.Ed degree from an 
institute recognized by 
the NCTE 

B) Six years of regular 
service as 
Headmaster/ 
headmistress of 
Secondary School as 
on March 31, 2021. 

 

Note: Service period on deputation to any Department shall not be counted as regular service for the post of Principal. 
3. Candidates on fulfilling the above criteria may visit the official website of Education Department www.sikkimhrdd.org to 
apply. Last date for filling up of the forms online is April 27, 2021 by 4.30 om. However, if a candidate could not fill up the form 
online, offline form may be submitted to Deputy  
Controller (Examination Cell), Sikkim State Teachers’ Recruitment Board, Upper Syari, Gangtok along with Bank Receipt and 
Two Passport Size photographs after obtaining the offline form from the SSTRB office on or before April 27, 2021 within the 
working hours. 

4. Bank Receipt of Rs. 200/- has to be credited in the State Bank of Sikkim under the Revenue heas 0202-102-03-edn. 

5. Candidates shall bring the self-attested or attested (as instructed below) photocopy of such documents along with originals 
on the date of interview. 

2. Eligibility criteria, educational and professional qualifications for the post of Principal are given below:
Candidates must have possessed the following minimum educational and professional qualifications:

3. Candidates on fulfilling the above criteria may visit the official website of Education Department www.sikkimhrdd.
org to apply. Last date for filling up of the forms online is April 27, 2021 by 4.30 om. However, if a candidate could not 
fill up the form online, offline form may be submitted to Deputy  
Controller (Examination Cell), Sikkim State Teachers’ Recruitment Board, Upper Syari, Gangtok along with Bank Receipt 
and Two Passport Size photographs after obtaining the offline form from the SSTRB office on or before April 27, 2021 
within the working hours.
4. Bank Receipt of Rs. 200/- has to be credited in the State Bank of Sikkim under the Revenue heas 0202-102-03-edn.
5. Candidates shall bring the self-attested or attested (as instructed below) photocopy of such documents along with 
originals on the date of interview.
6. Candidates at the time of the interview shall bring the following documents along with the copy of the application 
form.
a. Marksheet and Pass Certificate of Class X and XII or equivalent issued by recognized Board (self attested copy).
b. Marksheet and Degree Certification Certificate issued by recognized University and B.Ed certificate recognized by 
NCTE (self attested copy).
c. Appointment Order of “Post Graduate Teacher/Promotion Order of Headmaster/ Headmistress Secondary School 
(attested copy).
d. Department Clearance/NOC from the concerned District “heads (original).
e. Vigilance Clearance (original).
f. Last Increment Order (attested copy).
g. Bank receipt in original.
Whereas, under Notification no. 1720/ADM/HRDD dated 17/02/2021, State Government has relaxed the provision 
relating to the matter of recruitment, under Rule 6 of the Education Department, (Principals of Senior Secondary 
Schools and Headmasters of Secondary Schools) Recruitment Rules, 1992, limiting it to only screening cum interview 
as a one-time measure.
7. Syllabus of the examination therefore comprise of the following:
i) General awareness.
ii) Education policies.
iii) government rules and orders pertaining to school administration, duties and responsibilities of school-heads.
iv) Sikkim Government Servants’ Conduct Rules 1981, Sikkim government Servants’ (Discipline Appeal) Rules, 1985, 
Sikkim Government Service (Leave) Rules, 1986, Sikkim Government Service Rules, 1974, and such other rules as appli-
cable while discharging the duty as a School Principal.
8. Admit Card will be issued in due course of time. No. TA and DA will be paid for attending the interview.
9. Date and venue of the Interview will be intimated later on.
Note: Incomplete application shll be rejected summarily. If found on verification that candidates does not fulfill the 
prescribed criteria, the candidature for the post will be cancelled by the Board without specifying any further reason.

Sd/-
Secretary

Sikkim State Teachers’ Recruitment Board.
R.O. No. 19/IPR/Pub/Calssi./21-22 
Date. 13.4.2021

Rotaract Club takes 'We for Her' 
initiative to North Sikkim

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 13 Apr:

The Rotaract Club of 
Gangtok Hills, the 

youth wing of the Ro-
tary Club of Gangtok 
South, executed “We 
for Her 4.0,” a sensi-
tisation programe on 
menstrual health and 
hygiene, on 12 April. 
A mass sanitary pad 
distribution drive was 
also undertaken on the 
day.  
For the past two years, 
the Club has held such 
events between the 
months of March and 
April. 

The Rotaract inter-
vention is being initiated 
in light of the fact that 

studies have shown that 
it takes approximately 
500 to 800 years for an 
ordinary sanitary pad to 
fully decompose. 

"As a generation with 
conscience, it is then our 
duty and responsibility 
to understand the se-

verity of the situation," 
a Rotaract press release 
informs.

Hence, this year the 
Club has put up the cause 
for the distributionof 
biodegradable sanitary 
pads. 

Through this event, 

the club has distributed 
70 menstrual friendly 
kits, each consisting of 
one packet of Biodegrad-
able Sanitary Napkins, 
4 pieces of Panty Liners, 
Sanitizers, medicated 
soap, Antiseptic Hand-
wash, 2 pieces of wom-

en's undergarments, 
pocket calendar and a 
face mask.

The Club distributed 
45 menstrual friendly 
kits at Phodong Senior 
Secondary School and 
another 25 at Eklavya 
Model Residential 
School, North Sikkim. 

Alongside the dis-
tribution, an hour-long 
counselling on health 
and hygiene was provid-
ed by Dr Reena Subba.

The Club also in-
stalled a sanitary pad 
vending machine at 
EMRS, North Sikkim.

The vending machine 
has been sponsored by 
Indian Medical Associa-
tion's Sikkim branch. 

CM greets people on Ambedkar Jayanti
Gangtok, 13 Apr (IPR): 
Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang extend-
ed warm greetings and 
best wishes to the peo-
ple of Sikkim on the oc-
casion of Dr BR Ambed-
kar Jayanti which falls 
on Wednesday.

In his message, the 
Chief Minister high-
lights that Dr Ambed-
kar played a vital role 
in including provisions 
in the Constitution to 
remove disparity pre-
vailing in the society 

and helped ensure so-
cial justice. 

He believed that 
an ideal society can 
only be established 

by eliminating social 
ills and dedicated his 
entire life to the ser-
vice of the underpriv-
ileged.

The Chief Minister 
paid homage to Dr BR 
Ambedkar who be-
lieved in an inclusive 
and equitable society. 

"Let us imbibe 
Ambedkar's ideals 
and principles of true 
service and commit 
ourselves to the path 
shown by him," states 
the Chief Minister.

Kopchey-Sayabung Samaj 
undertakes cleanliness drive

Rangpo, 13 Apr: A daylong cleanliness drive was organised by Kopchey-Say-
abung Samaj at Kopchey today. The organisation undertakes such a drive 
ahead of monsoons every year.

District Health Mission meets in Singtam
WANGCHUK BHUTIA
Singtam, 13 Apr:

District Hospital, 
Singtam, convened 

a District Health Mis-
sion Meeting on 12 
April.
The meet was chaired 
by the East Zilla Adak-
shya, Samsher Rai, and 
also attended by Chief 
Medical Officer East, Dr 
Tempo Gyaltsen, DPO 
(E), Sonam G Bhutia, 

DRCHO (E), Dr Solomit 
Lepcha, District Med-
ical Superintendent 
(E), Dr Manoj Mishra, 
Sr MSO(E), Somnath 
Pandey, Municipal Ex-

ecutive Officer Sing-
tam Nagar Panchyat, 
Prakash Sharma, Nodal 
Officers from District 
Hospital Singtam, MO 
Ayush, ANS, RKS Con-

tributors, NGO Mem-
bers, DPM and DAM.

The main agenda of 
the meeting was to re-
view the Rogi Kalyan 
Samiti works and dis-
cuss the various issues 
related to patient wel-
fare and the function of 
RKS bodies.  

The Zilla Adhyaksha 
assured all possible 
support from his side 
to meet of the gaps to 

strengthen the Hospi-
tal's functioning. 

Lastly, on behalf of 
Chairman, Governing 
Body of District Health 
Mission, the Zilla Adak-
shya contributed Rs 
50,000 as RKS Fund to 
the District Hospital.

The Adakshya also 
took his first dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine fol-
lowed by DPO (E) during 
the day.

Covid's second wave crashes Sikkim 
Fight Night plans, event postponed

PREETI GURUNG 
Gangtok ,13 Apr:

The eagerly-antici-
pated internation-

al MMA event, Indian 
Fight Night ‘Battle of 
Warriors- Sikkim MMA’, 
has come up against an 
adversary much more 
destructive than the 
mixed martial art fight-
ers it normally con-
tends with - Covid-ap-
propriate protocols. 

The event, which 
was scheduled for 
17 April, this Satur-
day, at Paljor Stadium, 
the same day that the 
50-people limit for 
gatherings kicks into 
place in the State.

The organisers, ad-
dressing a press con-
ference here today, an-
nounced that the event 
has been postponed 
due to the current 
COVID -19 situation in 
the state and also to 
keep in line with the 

new SOPs issued by the 
State Government.

The organisers also 
clarified that the event 
has not been cancelled 
and stressed that it has 
been put on hold until 
the COVID situation 
improves in the state.

This was literally a 
big-ticket Rs 1.5 to 2 
crore event and tick-
ets for the celebrities 
and 106 fighters had 
already been booked. 
Now, since the event 
has been put on hold 
because of the global 
pandemic, the celeb-
rities have agreed to 
attend on the resched-
uled date, they inform.

Given that the event 
was scheduled for Sat-
urday, and would have 
involved internation-
al fighters, all prepa-
rations were already 
in place and foreign 
guests already in the 
country.

As for people who 
have already bought 
tickets for the show, 
they will be valid for 
the rescheduled event 
as well, they inform. 

It is informed that 
32 MMA fighters from 
different parts of the 
country and other 
countries had already 
confirmed for the event 
and around 106 people 
including fighters, of-
ficials and celebrities 
from outside the State 
were likely to attend 
the event.

Other highlights of 
the event were the spe-
cial presence of WWE 
champion the Great Khali 
and Fitness Icon of India- 
Sahil Khan and perfor-
mance of popular Rapper 
of the country, Badshah 
and other nationally and 
internationally famed 
artists apart from MMA 
fights.

Tseteej returns 
with Rubaru 
Mr India title 
SUMMIT REPORT
Rangpo, 13 Apr:

Mr Kanchenjunga Sik-
kim 2019, Tseteej 

Shiwakoty, will now also 
wear the crown of Ruba-
ru Mr India 2020–21 
(Global), a title he won at 
a pageant held in Goa on 
11 April.

Tseteej was selected 
from around 10,000 ap-
plications received for 
the contest online and 
was in the 34 who com-
peted in Goa. 

Son of Sanjay Siwa-
koti and Deepa Shar-
ma, with this new title, 
Tseteej will now repre-
sent the country at Mr 
Global 2021 scheduled 
to be organised in Thai-
land. 

He returned to a 
warm welcome at Rang-
po today. 

West admn raids 
against subletting

Gyalshing, 13 Apr [IPR]: 
As directed by District 
Collector /West, Karma 
RBonpo, a surprise raid 
was carried out by three 
teams headed by ADC/ 
West, Agawane Rohan 
Ramesh, SDM/Gyalshing, 
Tshering Topgay Bhut-
ia, SDM /HQ, Anant Jain, 
SDPO /Gyalshing, Santosh 
Baniya, MEO/Gyalshing, 
Bhumika Pradhan and 
GMC Officials. 

The main purpose of 
the raid was to ascertain 
the ground reality of the 
sublet shops where Gyalsh-

ing Nagar Panchayat had 
pre-identified around 50 
locations running on sublet 
licenses.  During the raid 
it was found that sever-
al shops were running on 
sublet license and using bill 
books without GST. 

As informed by SDM/ 
Gyalshing, Tshering Top-
gay Bhutia, the Sublet 
Trade License shall be 
dealt as per law.

SDPO Gyalshing pro-
vided necessary police 
personnel in order to 
have smooth execution of 
the raid.

v i s i t  u s  a t :  w w w .
summit-

times.com
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, 
even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Peer Pressure Can 
be Positive too

To help the young grow well, 
provide them access and counsel

A young lad, having arrived at the age when he needs to 
begin thinking about which career to begin preparing 

for, has decided to explore the option of working on his 
“hobby” – photography – and refining it to professional 
levels. He caught the shutter-bug early in life inspired by 
the passion of his grandfather, who, by the way, was not 
a professional photographer but obviously a passionate 
one. It is not rare for the young to follow, or at least ini-
tially inspire to, in the footsteps of their parents, but these 
are mostly the regular professions.  But as this anecdote 
bears out, introduce them to a passion, and out of the box 
thinking follows almost instinctively. And that is what 
one wants from the young, the courage to dream differ-
ent. We call on them often to challenge themselves more, 
but don’t provide them the environment or the catalysts 
to feed their inherent inquisitiveness or open their hori-
zons. With the society “modernizing” and the joint family 
system splintering, exposure to a diversity of careers, hob-
bies and pursuits has also shriveled. But the kids still have 
friends. Here is another story. A 13-year-old who used to 
tear open a bag of chips or kurkure whenever his hands 
were free and the moment allowed, has managed to stay 
away from such “junk” food for over a year now. And for 
the past two months, he has not even taken the occasional 
cheat days. True story. From Gangtok. What convinced him 
to go “clean” and “live healthy” was the discovery of foot-
ball as a passion and a senior who came along at the right 
moment and coached and guided him. And the 13-year-
old is not even a good footballer! He does however have a 
passion for the sport which motivates him to be the best 
footballer that his late initiation into the sport and lean 
frame will allow. Earlier, no amount of sage counsel or dire 
warnings succeeded in weaning the child away from junk 
food. Eventually, all it took was for a peer elder to says, 
“Sportspersons need discipline. We do not do junk food”.

We have often seen such course corrections around 
us. Some of us might have even experienced it first hand 
when had a peer, elder or colleague who put things in per-
spective and gave us context, may be even set us off on 
the course of our life. In the episodes shared here, three 
things converged – inspiration, access and counsel. While 
the photography example is still rare, it is not so for soccer. 
The latter child developed an interest in football because 
just about every school and town has a ground where one 
can kick a ball around. What if he had taken an interest in 
lawn tennis? 

Just access to something one can get passionate about 
is obviously not enough. What also came along at the right 
time was counsel in the form of a senior at school who 
could channel the passionate energy into what will hope-
fully be lifelong discipline. There is an important lesson 
here for Sikkim which is grappling with more teen-prob-
lems than it has fashioned solutions for. 

Significant attempts like SAATHI (Sikkim Against Ad-
diction Towards Healthy India) are underway at select 
schools to build a network of peer-educators and coun-
selors who can intervene and assist fellow students deal 
with the challenge of addiction and other influences that 
beset them. But this, if we are go by the analogy drawn 
above, addresses only one part of the problem. Sikkim, 
hence, needs to also provide access to its young if it wants 
to keep them away from, as leaders here are wont to say, 
“antisocial” activities and distractions. The young, as any-
one who was young at one time will attest, are not excit-
ed with counseling sessions and rarely take such advise 
seriously, which is why it is a good idea to have someone 
closer to their age speak to them about their concerns. 
But even this will meet with limited success unless their 
energies find proper release. Iceland has done so with re-
markable success. Teenage smoking, drinking and drug 
use have been radically cut in the past 20 years, a devel-
opment directly credited to a policy shift which saw the 
country invest heavily in after-school activities by set-
ting up well appointed clubs and community centres for 
sports, music, dance, art or whatever else the young could 
take a fancy for. Simultaneously, mentors from among the 
young were groomed. And now, twenty years down the 
line, the change is obvious. The need for “human” mentors 
and physical activities cannot be stressed enough in these 
times of online connectedness and human detachments. 
Sikkim will do well to ponder of this option…

New research shows South Africa’s levy on 
sugar-sweetened drinks is having an impact
KAREN HOFMAN
theconversation.com

Three years ago South Africa in-
troduced Africa’s first major 

tax on sugar-sweetened beverages 
based on grams of sugar. The tax now 
stands at about 11% of the price per 
litre.

We assessed the impact in re-
cently published research. We found 
that the health promotion levy coin-
cided with large reductions in pur-
chases of taxable beverages, in terms 
of both volume and sugar quantities. 
We didn’t find significant changes for 
non-taxable beverages.

This isn’t the first research to 
show positive outcomes from the 
levy. A national study one year after 
it was introduced found households 
in urban areas halved the volume of 
sugary beverages they bought, cut-
ting their sugar intake by nearly a 
third. Similar results were found re-
gionally in Soweto in Gauteng.

The new research is the first 
evaluate this particular tax design. 
At a national level, we measured 
changes in household purchases of 
taxable and non-taxable beverages 
in terms of volume, sugar and calo-
ries. We also assessed changes in the 
purchasing behaviour of households 
stratified by household socioeco-
nomic status. We assessed changes 
between the period before the levy to 
after its announcement and through 
the first year of its implementation 
period.

Research shows that excess sug-
ar, particularly in liquid form, is a 
major cause of obesity and is a risk 
factor for diseases like type 2 dia-
betes, hypertension, heart disease, 
many common cancers and tooth 
decay. Recognising this danger, the 

World Health Organisation (WHO) 
has recommended that individuals 
should consume no more than 10% 
of total calories from added sugar, 
and preferably less than 5%.

Carbonated sugary drinks play a 
major role in making these numbers 
hard to attain. A 250ml cooldrink 
contains upwards of 26g of sugar – 
more than half the daily recommend-
ed limit.

Sub-Saharan Africa faces a tidal 
wave of diet-related noncommuni-
cable diseases, with rapidly rising 
intake of sugar-sweetened beverag-
es and other ultra-processed foods. 
South Africa, in particular, has a 
heavy burden of these noncommuni-
cable diseases.

While other countries in sub-Sa-
haran Africa have levied sug-
ar-sweetened beverage taxes, South 
Africa is the first country in the re-
gion to evaluate such a policy.

Our results clearly show positive 
changes that could offer useful pub-
lic health gains across the region. 
The reductions in sugar from taxable 
beverage purchases suggest a poten-
tial role for sugar-based taxes more 
broadly.

TO TAX, OR NOT TO TAX
More than 50 jurisdictions across 

the globe have used taxes to curb the 
consumption of sugar-sweetened 
beverages.

For example, in 2014, Mexico in-
troduced a tax of one peso per litre 
on beverages containing added sug-
ar. Research has shown that it result-
ed in a 6% reduction in purchased 
volume relative to pre-tax trends 
over the first year of the tax, and a 
7.6% reduction over the first two 
years of the tax.

Tax policies in other countries 

such as the UK and several subna-
tional jurisdictions in the US have 
also resulted in statistically signifi-
cant reductions in purchases of sug-
ar-sweetened beverages.

South Africa has led the continent 
firstly by introducing the tax, and 
secondly by making the levy about 
sugar content rather than volume.

Given that sugar-sweetened 
drinks contain variations in sugar 
levels, taxing them according to their 
sugar content is a more precise way 
of targeting the source of these prod-
ucts’ harm. It also gives beverage 
manufacturers an incentive to re-
duce the sugar content of their prod-
ucts. This strategy formed the basis 
of South Africa’s 2018 tax policy.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
South Africa’s levy showed that 

in 2018 the country was prepared 
to put the health of the public in first 
place.

But the government has 
failed to capitalise on these ear-
ly gains, despite the evidence 
that’s been presented to it about 
the impact of the levy on con-
sumption patterns. An example 
of this is that it has not raised 
the rate at which the tax is im-
posed.

Health experts had been lob-
bying for an increase to 20% – 
the levy recommended by the 
WHO. No country in the world 
has reached this benchmark. Na-
tions are only getting part of the 
benefits in terms of preventing 
obesity. This matters to the fu-
ture health of children, in par-
ticular. South Africa has seen a 
rise in childhood obesity rates 
since 1994. And some forecasts 
suggest that the country will have 

the 10th highest level of childhood 
obesity in the world by 2030, affect-
ing over 4 million children aged 5 to 
19 years.

The campaign to get the levy 
increased is based on the growing 
body of research showing that sugar 
is addictive, that it is harmful to peo-
ple’s health and that it is overwhelm-
ing the country’s health system.

Earlier this year the government 
made it clear that it had no intention 
of raising the 11% after the subject 
was left out of the February budget.

Yet, the country is paying a heavy 
cost to treat type 2 diabetes and hy-
pertension.

Government has the power 
to make healthy choices the easy 
choice. Healthy food like fresh fruit 
and vegetables is often not available 
or affordable for many living in rural 
or urban areas. People eat what is 
available and cheap.

The government can save lives 
and reduce the numbers of peo-
ple who develop diseases by taking 
three very simple steps.

Firstly, it needs clear regulations.
Secondly, it needs preventative 

strategies.
Thirdly, it needs watertight poli-

cies for reducing consumption of un-
healthy foods.

Increasing the health promotion 
levy, introducing mandatory front of 
package labelling and banning the 
marketing of unhealthy products to 
children should be at the very top of 
the priority list.

[the writer is Professor and Pro-
gramme Director, SA MRC Centre for 

Health Economics and Decision Science 
- PRICELESS SA (Priority Cost Effective 

Lessons in Systems Strengthening South Af-
rica), University of the Witwatersrand]

Have introverts really fared better in lockdown?
LIS KU
theconversation.com

Since the onset of the pandemic, everyone from 
newspaper columnists to Twitter users has ad-

vanced the now idea that extroverts and introverts 
are handling the crisis differently.

Many claim that introverts adapt to social dis-
tancing and isolation better than extroverts, with 
some even suggesting that introverts are prac-
tically “loving” the crisis, as it offers them a rare 
chance to play to their strengths.

According to personality theories, extrover-
sion-introversion constitutes one of the funda-
mental psychological axes along which people 
differ. Extroverts typically exhibit higher levels 
of energy and sociability compared to introverts, 
enjoying a boost in mood after social interactions. 
Introverts do not tend to experience such benefits.

It therefore seems intuitive that introverts 
will fare better than extroverts during periods 
of lockdown isolation. Some anecdotal evidence 
supports this contention, but scientific evidence is 
now stacking up to dismiss the idea that introverts 
love lockdowns. In any case, it’s worth bearing in 
mind how complex and multifaceted our personal-
ities are – with many other traits determining how 
we’ve fared during the pandemic.

COPING WITH LOCKDOWN
In psychology, extroversion is associated with 

better wellbeing, happiness and mental health. 
Despite the social isolation we’ve been experi-
encing during the pandemic – something said to 
suit introverts – evidence suggests that extroverts’ 
wellbeing has held remarkably firm during suc-
cessive lockdowns.

Indeed, recent studies have found that intro-
version was predictive of more severe loneliness, 
anxiety and depression after the circumstantial 
changes brought about by the pandemic. Extrover-
sion, meanwhile, was correlated with lower levels 
of anxiety and a lower likelihood of experiencing 
mental health issues during lockdown.

These results were further supported by a re-
cent longitudinal study that followed 484 US col-
lege students through their 2020 spring term. As 
the pandemic progressed, introverts experienced 
increases in stress, while more extrovert students 
reported slight decreases in stress.

Interestingly, the trend was reversed for pos-
itive mood: extroverts tended to experience a de-
cline in mood during the early pandemic period, 
while introverts experienced a slightly improved 
mood.

If this finding appears to validate claims that 
introverts fare better than extroverts in a lock-
down, it’s important to note that despite the de-
cline in mood among extroverts, they still reported 
an overall more positive mood than their intro-
verted peers.

EXPLAINING EXTROVERTS
Certain lifestyle factors may partly explain 

these findings. As the pandemic unfolded, even 
extroverts who lived alone may have found com-
munication apps like Zoom, Houseparty and Club-

house adequate in maintaining their social lives.
Equally, introverts who had greeted lockdown 

with a certain amount of glee may have soon dis-
covered that being locked in with housemates or 
family hardly delivered the solitude they’d been 
looking forward to.

But recent findings are also consistent with 
what psychologists would expect of extroverts – 
even during a crisis. Many theories have been pro-
posed to explain why they tend to enjoy higher lev-
els of wellbeing, with some researchers pointing 
to the support offered by extroverts’ wider social 
network, while others highlight links between ex-
troversion and healthy activities

A particularly relevant study recently investi-
gated the coping responses of extroverts at times 
of crises, and found that extroversion was related 
to more problem-solving coping strategies such 
as seeking emotional support. These patterns are 
consistent with the well-documented association 
of extroversion with greater optimism.

ADDITIONAL TRAITS
Behind these diverse explanations lies a fur-

ther consensual principle held by psychologists: 
personality is multifaceted, and it’s the different 
combinations of personality traits that ultimately 
determines our behaviour and wellbeing.

Let’s take the five-factor theory of personali-
ty, one of the most popular personality theories, 
as an example. In addition to the extroversion-in-
troversion spectrum, the theory also accounts for 
four other traits: openness (being open to new ex-
periences, feelings and ideas); conscientiousness 
(being organised, self-disciplined and goal-driv-
en); agreeableness (being helpful, cooperative and 
good-natured); and neuroticism (being emotion-
ally unstable). 

These other traits will also have influenced 
how people have reacted to the pandemic. While 

extroversion is often associated with healthy 
activities, it is conscientiousness that predicts 
health-related behaviours best. Similarly, while 
extroverts tend to have a larger social network 
than introverts, it is agreeableness that ultimately 
predicts the quality of that social network.

In other words, extroversion-introversion on 
its own is far too simplistic a measure for us to use 
when thinking about people’s response to the pan-
demic. When it comes to coping with lockdown, 
different combinations of personality traits could 
entail very different behaviours.

BEYOND PERSONALITY
Aside from personality traits, we all follow mo-

tivational forces, usually guided by values and be-
liefs, that could also influence our behaviour and 
wellbeing during lockdown.

Even someone with high levels of extroversion 
and conscientiousness, which would predict a 
healthy set of behaviours during lockdown, could 
have found their wellbeing affected by their val-
ues.

A materialistic person, for instance, might 
be compelled to follow maladaptive coping be-
haviours such as impulsive online shopping, which 
one study revealed to have increased during the 
pandemic – as a coping mechanism for negative 
emotional states.

Such motivational forces can guide our be-
haviour as much as our personalities, and our 
wellbeing during the pandemic will be determined 
by how all these forces intersect and interact.

Even though extroversion-introversion can be 
a revealing measure of our lives, it’s missing the 
much more complex and intriguing picture of hu-
man behaviour that psychologists are continuing 
to study with interest during the pandemic.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in Psy-
chology, De Montfort University]
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NeighbourhoodWATCH
Banned from campaigning, Mamata 

Banerjee paints in silent protest
Kolkata, 13 Apr: An un-
common calm prevailed 
around West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee today as she sat in her 
wheelchair at the Gandhi 
Murti in Kolkata in pro-
test against her being 
banned from campaign-
ing for 24 hours. Amid the 
hullabaloo of the buzzing 
city, the otherwise feisty 
leader spent some si-
lent hours practicing her 
brush strokes.

Clad in her trademark 
white cotton sari with 
a black border, she also 
wrapped a black scarf 
around her neck, seem-

ingly as a mark of protest. 
Then there was the black 
mask, too.

She arrived at Mayo 
Road, where the Gandhi 
stature is located, around 

11.40 am and began her 
sit-in. 

Barricaded from the 
media, a canopy was 
raised for her dharna in 
protest against the Elec-

tion Commission's deci-
sion to impose the ban on 
her from 8 pm on April 12 
till 8 pm on April 13.

A few glances and 
some head nods are all 
that she had for media 
persons standing many 
feet away. To placate a 
persistent few, she held 
up some of her paintings. 
And then there was si-
lence again.

"They cannot beat us, 
that is why they ban us," 
the Trinamool MP tweet-
ed yesterday, referring to 
the Election Commission 
as "Extremely Compro-
mised".

48-hour campaign ban on Bengal BJP's 
Rahul Sinha for "inciting forces"

Kolkata, 13 Apr 
[NDTV]: BJP leader Rahul 
Sinha was banned today 
from campaigning for 48 
hours in Bengal over his 
provocative statements 
but another BJP leader, 
Suvendu Adhikari, was 
spared for his communal 
comments.

The Trinamool Con-
gress had asked for ac-
tion against Rahul Sinha 
and the BJP's Bengal chief 
Dilip Ghosh for what it 
called inflammatory re-
marks on the Cooch Be-
har firing.

The Trinamool had 
alleged that BJP leaders 
were "instigating" vio-
lence by warning of more 
incidents like the one on 
Saturday, in which four 
people were killed in 
Sitalkuchi in Cooch Be-
har when central forces 
opened fire after a mob 
attacked a polling booth.

Rahul Sinha, the BJP's 
candidate in Habra con-
stituency, was quoted as 
saying at a rally, "Not four, 
eight people should have 
been shot dead in Sitalku-
chi."

Banning him till 

Thursday afternoon, the 
Election Commission said 
it strongly condemned his 
statements and "sternly 
warned him to be careful 
from using such state-
ments while making pub-
lic utterances" during the 
election.

The Trinamool had 
also flagged Dilip Ghosh's 
speech on Sunday in Ba-
ranagar, when he warned 
of similar incidents if 
anyone overstepped their 
limits.

"Naughty boys got 
bullets at Sitalkuchi. If 
anyone dares to take the 
law into his hands, this 

will happen to him also," 
Mr Ghosh was quoted as 
saying by Press Trust of 
India.

The Election Commis-
sion has served notice to 
Mr Ghosh and has asked 
him for an explanation by 
tomorrow.

Suvendu Adhikari was 
let go with a warning.

Mr Adhikari, a former 
Trinamool leader who is 
the BJP candidate against 
Mamata Banerjee in Nan-
digram, had referred to 
her in a speech as "Be-
gum" and had told people 
that voting for his rival 
was like voting for a "mini 

Pakistan". Mr Adhikari 
had also urged people to 
vote for the BJP saying 
its symbol was the lotus 
that was used by Hindu 
deities.

Last evening, Mama-
ta Banerjee was banned 
from campaigning for 24 
hours over her comments 
on Muslim votes and for 
allegedly instigating pro-
tests against central forces.

The Trinamool said 
its complaint against Ra-
hul Sinha and Dilip Ghosh 
went to the Election Com-
mission before its order 
banning the Chief Minis-
ter from campaigning.

JMM founding member 
Simon Marandi passes away

Ranchi/Patna, Apr 13 
(PTI): Founding mem-
ber of Jharkhand Muk-
ti Morcha and former 
minister Simon Marandi 
died after illness in Kol-
kata, party sources said 
Tuesday.

Marandi died in 
a hospital in Kolkata, 
where he was undergo-
ing treatment for heart 
and other ailments for 
some time, Monday 
night.

He was 73.
Marandi, who repre-

sented Rajmahal Parlia-
mentary seat twice on 
JMM ticket was fondly 
called by people of san-
thal pargana "Dada".

Jharkhand Chief 
Minister Hemant Soren 
expressed profound 
grief on death of senior 
party colleague Simon 
Marandi.

Soren said Marandi 
had played an import-

ant role in the struggle 
for creation of separate 
state of Jharkhand.

Bihar chief minister 
Nitish Kumar condoled 
death of the septuage-
narian leader.

Kumar said Marandi, 
who served as MLA for 
five times and MP twice, 
was a popular leader.

In his condolence 
message issued in Pat-
na, Kumar said the JMM 
leader used to take great 
interest in social works.

Jharkhand assembly 
speakerRavindranath 
Mahato described Ma-
randi as a great leader 
who always worked for 
the poor.

The deceased lead-
er's MLA son Dinesh 
William Marandi said 
the last rites of the de-
parted leader will be 
performed on Wednes-
day in his native Litipara 
block of Pakur district.

In Madhya Pradesh, a gardener takes 
Covid samples, officials helpless

Bhopal, 13 Apr [NDTV]: 
The ravaging Covid-19 
pandemic has begun to 
expose Madhya Pradesh's 
health infrastructure 
with daily cases crossing 
the 6,000-mark. So much 
so that due to a short-
age of staff, a gardener 
is now collecting clinical 
samples at a Sanchi gov-
ernment hospital even as 
the State Health Minister 
is busy campaigning for a 
bye-election.

For the first time yes-
terday, the state reported 
6,489 new Covid positive 
cases. It was the seventh 
straight day of more than 
4,000 new infections. 
Monday also marked the 
11th consecutive day of 

a new high in fresh cases. 
Up to 46,577 new infec-
tions have been reported 
in the past 11 days.

Scenes of patients dy-
ing at hospital gates have 
been recorded from plac-
es like Indore, with such 
videos circulating on so-
cial media. A gardener in 
the Sanchi Government 
Hospital has been as-
signed to collect samples.

"I'm a gardener. I'm 
not a permanent employ-
ee of the hospital either, 
but I'm collecting sam-
ples because all others 
at the hospital have been 
infected," said Halke Ram.

Rajshiri Tidke, the 
Block Medical Officer in 
charge of the hospital, de-

fended the move saying 
the gardener was trained 
for the task.

"What can we do? The 
staff has got infected but 
work has go on and, there-
fore, as an emergency al-
ternative, we have trained 
several people, including 
the gardener, to collect 
samples," Mr Tidke said.

Ironically, Sanchi is 
represented by State 
Health Minister, Dr Pra-
bhuram Chaudhary, who 
is busy in campaigning 
for bye-elections in Da-
moh.

Dr Chaudhary, a Jyoti-
raditya Scindia loyalist, 
was previously a minister 
in the Congress govern-
ment, but shifted to the 

BJP when the Kamal Nath 
government was brought 
down. On Sunday, he 
was reportedly seen ad-
dressing an almost venue 
during a 'Mahila Sam-
melan' in Damoh.

"I am looking for a 
person who can tell me if 
the Health Minister has, in 
the past eight days, visited 
a medical college, held a 
review meeting and given 
a benefit. I want to give 
out a reward of ₹ 11,001 to 
such a person," Congress 
spokesperson Sayyed Za-
far said.

Suggestion to close educational 
institutions worries students, 

operators in Nepal
Shuvam Dhungana
Kathmandu, 13 Apr 
[KathmanduPost]: 
After the Ministry of 
Health and Population 
during Saturday’s meet-
ing recommended that 
the Covid-19 Crisis Man-
agement Centre close 
educational institutions 
for at least three weeks, 
institutions as well as 
students are now in fear 
that this could lead to 
the loss of yet another 
academic session.

Ranjeet Ghimire, a 
BA second year student 
in Kathmandu, fears 
that his exam could get 
cancelled again. “After 
almost a year of closure, 
finally the exam was 
scheduled to begin from 
April 18 this year. How-
ever, now I have no idea 
whether the exam will 
continue on the same 
date or not if the gov-
ernment again closes all 
the education institu-
tions,” said 21-year-old 
Ghimire.

“As the Tribhuvan 
University didn’t con-
duct the exams online, 
I have already lost a 
year and I don't want to 
sit back at home again 
waiting for my exams.”

After remaining 
closed for almost nine 
months due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, 
the educational institu-
tions across the country 
had started conducting 
in-person classes from 
the second week of Jan-
uary.

To conclude the ac-
ademic session on time, 
the government had, 
in September last year, 
reduced the prescribed 
study hours and curric-
ulum at the school level 
for the current session 
by around 30 percent.

Also, the govern-
ment had decided to 
extend the ongoing ac-
ademic session by two 
months as completing 
the academic session 
within the given time 
looked impossible. The 
academic session used 
to end in April, but it has 
been extended till June.

Over 7 million stu-
dents study in around 
30,000 private and pub-
lic schools across the 
country.

However, accord-
ing to school authori-
ties, they are on a tight 
schedule now and if the 
government closes the 
schools again, it would be 
impossible to complete 
the curriculum within the 
remaining time.

According to Ghanen-
dra Bhattarai, principal at 
Shree Vidya Aarjan En-
glish Secondary School, 
Kathmandu, they had 
to revise the courses 
after the schools were 
reopened physically be-
cause many students, 
especially those who had 
gone to their home villag-
es, missed online classes 
in the lack of the internet.

“Despite reducing 
curriculum and extend-
ing academic sessions, 
we are still behind sched-
ule as 30 percent courses 
are yet to be completed. 
If the schools are closed 
again, it would be almost 
impossible to complete 
the course,” Bhattarai 
told the Post.

The Ministry of 
Health had, however, said 
that it recommended the 
closure of schools only 
in densely populated ar-
eas like the Kathmandu 
valley, Pokhara and Par-
sa district among oth-
ers in light of the rising 
Covid-19 cases among 
schoolchildren and their 
family members.

“We are allowing the 
local governments con-
cerned to decide on the 
matter as the effect of 
the pandemic is not uni-
form across the country,” 
Deepak Sharma, spokes-
person for the Ministry of 
Education, told the Post 
on Saturday.

Nepal has so far re-
ported 280,524 cases of 
coronavirus infections, 
with 3,053 deaths.

The Health Ministry 
said on Monday that 559 
people were infected 
and 13 died in the last 24 
hours.

Private and Board-
ing Schools’ Organisa-
tion Nepal (PABSON), 
reacting to the govern-
ment recommendation, 
issued a statement on 
Sunday urging the gov-
ernment not to close 
schools under the pre-
text of the pandemic.

The umbrella organ-
isation of private and 
boarding schools stated 
that completely closing 
the educational insti-
tutions is not a perma-
nent solution and called 
for continuing in-person 
classes by taking ade-
quate precautions.

“We on April 1 had 
already instructed all the 
private schools to take 
necessary precautions 
and strictly follow the 
government rules to 
avoid possible trans-
missions,” read the state-
ment.

"Why No sops During 
Polls?" Bihu organisers in 
Assam react to Covid rules

Guwahati, 13 Apr 
[NDTV]: Committees set 
up to celebrate Bihu - a 
set of three Assamese 
harvest festivals that 
starts from Wednesday - 
have expressed annoyed 
at SOPs and restrictions 
- including twice-daily 
sanitisation of venues - 
announced by the state 
government to combat 
the spread of the corona-
virus.

An umbrella body of 
organising committees 
has accused the state of 
"passing this responsi-
bility" while looking the 
other way as thousands 
attended election ral-
lies - some led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
- in apparent violation 
of central government 
and Election Commission 
guidelines.

"Why were no such 
SOPs issued during the 
days when poll cam-
paigns were carried out.. 
when there was open vi-
olation of such protocols 
across the state..." Pranab 
Goswami, the General 
Secretary of the Sadou 
Asom Bihu Sanmilani 
Samannayrakshi Samiti, 
asked.

" C o n t r o l l i n g 
COVID-19 is not our job. 
Why is the administra-
tion passing on this enor-
mous responsibility only 
to committees organising 
Bihu celebrations?" he 
continued.

The committees' um-
brella body also said the 
Health Department's 
SOPs are "full of flaws".

"The government 
issued SOPs unilateral-
ly... none of the stake-
holders were taken into 
confidence. A number of 
points are not at all ac-
ceptable. For example, 
one SOP says Bihutolis 
must be sanitised twice 
daily. How is it possible... 

has to be by the Health 
Department," Mr Goswa-
mi added.

They have also ex-
pressed displeasure over 
the SOPs being issued at 
the "last minute"; about 
80 per cent of the or-
ganisational work has 
already been done, they 
said.

Daily new Covid cas-
es in the northeastern 
state have spiked since 
the start of the month - 
the active caseload has 
nearly doubled to 3,249 
as political parties, in-
cluding the ruling BJP, 
held rallies, roadshows 
and events to campaign 
for the three-phase polls 
that concluded last week.

With India in the 
grips of a deadly second 
wave of infections - over 
100,000 have been re-
ported per day since 
April 7 - and the lack of 
social distancing in the 
election events, Assam 
is bracing for a steep in-
crease in new cases. And 
the organising commit-
tees say they are being 
made to pay.

Social events and 
functions - attended 
by thousands - during 
Bihu can go on for over 
a month, and are also 
an important source of 
income for artists and 
small business owners.

Many of them were 
badly hit by cancellation 
of Bihu functions last 
year - as India went into 
a Covid lockdown from 
March - and were hoping 
that things would be dif-
ferent this year.

Faced with the new 
rules, organisers say the 
state should either not 
have allowed Bihu cel-
ebrations to happen or, 
if it chose to, then take 
up the responsibility of 
ensuring the norms are 
followed.

ED raids against hawala trade in Tripura
New Delhi, Apr 13 
(PTI): The Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) on Tues-
day said it conducted 
raids in Tripura as part of 
a probe against "foreign 
hawala" operations run-
ning in the state.

The searches were 
conducted at seven plac-
es in West Agartala and 
Sonamura and the state 
police accompanied the 

central probe agency 
during the operation, it 
said.

The ED said Rs 80 
lakh cash and 30 lakh 
Bangladeshi Taka found 
"to be involved in hawala 
operations" was seized 
under sections of the For-
eign Exchange Manage-
ment Act (FEMA).

"Other incriminating 
documents relating to 

hawala transactions were 
also seized for scrutiny 
and examination," the 
agency said in a state-
ment.

The action was car-
ried on inputs provided 
by the Tripura Police, it 
said.

Hawala denotes to 
illegal financial trans-
actions done within the 
country and abroad.
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Curry scores 53 as Warriors 
beat Nuggets 116-107

SAN FRANCISCO (AP): 
Stephen Curry scored 53 
points to pass Wilt Cham-
berlain for the most in 
Warriors franchise his-
tory as Golden State beat 
the Denver Nuggets 116-
107 on Monday night.
Draymond Green had 18 
points, seven rebounds, 
and seven assists, An-
drew Wiggins scored 17 
points and Kent Baze-
more added 14 for the 
Warriors.

Nikola Jokić led the 
Nuggets with 27 points, 
12 rebounds, and eight 
assists. Michael Porter Jr. 
added 24 points and nine 
rebounds.

Jamal Murray scored 
17 points before injur-
ing his left knee in the 
final minute of the game. 
He was helped off the 
court and did not return. 
Nuggets coach Michael 
Malone said Murray 
would get an MRI to de-
termine the severity of 
the injury.

“Some of the coach-
es said when they 
watched the replay, it 
looked like he hyper-
extended it,” Malone 
noted. “It’s just an aw-
ful feeling. Keep Jamal 
in your thoughts and 
prayers and hopeful-

ly, we’ll get some good 
news.”

Curry scored 21 
points in the first quar-
ter, giving him 17,786 in 
his career. That passed 
Chamberlain’s 17,783 
with the franchise, a 
record he’d held since 
1964.

“To be anywhere near 
him in any record book 
or now be on top, it’s sur-
real and it’s wild,” Curry 
said. “If you grow up in 
the game of basketball 
and you hear his name, 
you know it’s something 
extremely special, no 
matter what it is.”

Curry shot 14 of 24 
from the field, making 
10 of 18 3-pointers. The 

two-time league MVP 
added six rebounds and 
four assists in 35 min-
utes. It marked his sev-
enth straight game scor-
ing at least 30 points, 
the longest streak by a 
Warrior since Rick Barry 
during the 1966-67 sea-
son.

“You can feel it when 
he’s really got it going on 
and we could feel it pretty 
early tonight,” Warriors 
coach Steve Kerr said. “It 
was kind of surprising 
to see him break that re-
cord in the first quarter. 
We all figured he’d find 
a way to get 19 points 
tonight, but maybe not in 
the first quarter.”

Denver took a 61-56 

lead into halftime, but 
Golden State took over 
in the third quarter, out-
scoring the Nuggets 43-
22 for a 99-83 lead.

Denver outscored 
Golden State 54-36 in the 
paint, but the Warriors 
made 18 three-pointers 
to the Nuggets’ eight.

“That was a big game 
for us,” Kerr said. “We 
have a chance to get on a 
little run. It was import-
ant for us to get a win, 
especially against a really 
good team.”

Denver has now lost 
two in a row, following 
an eight-game winning 
streak.

CURRY COOKING 
FROM DEEP

Curry’s 10 
three-pointers marked 
his 18th career game 
making at least 10 — 
13 more than any other 
player in NBA history. He 
notched his ninth career 
50-point game.

TIP-INS
Nuggets: Murray re-

turned to the starting 
lineup after missing the 
last four games with 
right knee soreness, but 
exited with a left knee 
injury in the final minute 
following a hard fall un-
der the basket.

Warriors: James 
Wiseman is out indefi-
nitely with a meniscus in-
jury in his right knee. He 
is getting opinions from 
multiple experts follow-
ing an MRI to determine 
the next step. ... Kelly 
Oubre Jr. missed his sec-
ond straight game with 
a sprained left wrist. He 
remains day-to-day.

UP NEXT
Nuggets: Host Miami 

on Wednesday night. 
Denver won the first 
meeting 109-82 on Jan. 
27.

Warriors: At Oklaho-
ma City on Wednesday 
night, the first of three 
meetings in the next 
month.

Randle leads Knicks over 
Lakers and back above .500

NEW YORK (AP): Same 
city, whole different kind 
of game for the Los Ange-
les Lakers.
Two nights after domi-
nating the Nets, the de-
fending champions got a 
look at how much better 
the New York Knicks are 
defensively.

Julius Randle had 34 
points and 10 rebounds 
against his former team 
and the Knicks beat the 
Lakers 111-96 on Mon-
day night for their third 
straight victory.

“Really poor pass-
ing, some bad decisions 
and some it you have to 
credit the defense. But as 
good as we were offen-
sively two nights ago, we 
were just as bad tonight,” 
Lakers coach Frank Vogel 
said.

Coming off tense fin-
ishes against Memphis 
and Toronto, the Knicks 
led comfortably for much 
of the fourth quarter and 
moved back above .500 
at 28-27, bouncing back 
nicely after narrow loss-
es to Brooklyn and Bos-
ton last week.

“There’s ups and 
downs in a season and 
you have to keep go-
ing. If you get knocked 
down, dust yourself off, 
get up and come back 
with more fight and grit. 
That’s what this team 
has,” Knicks coach Tom 
Thibodeau said. “It has a 
togetherness and a belief 
that we can get it done.”

Elfrid Payton scored 
20 points and Derrick 
Rose added 14 off the 
bench for the Knicks, 
who were sparked by 
Randle’s 13 points in the 
first quarter had plenty 
of energy on the second 
night of back-to-back 
games.

“They’re a good de-
fensive team and I was 
just aggressive from the 
start,” Randle said, “and 
it’s important early on 
on the second night of 
a back-to-back to bring 
energy and that’s what I 
tried to do.”

Dennis Schroder 
scored 21 points and 
Markieff Morris had 17 

for the Lakers, who fell to 
5-7 since LeBron James 
sprained his ankle March 
20, joining fellow All-Star 
Anthony Davis on the 
sideline.

Even without them, 
the Lakers routed Brook-
lyn 126-101 on Saturday, 
tying their season high 
with 19 3-pointers. But 
they committed 25 turn-
overs Monday, leading to 
29 points.

“Even when AD or 
LeBron is there in a bas-
ketball game we get turn-
overs as well,” Schroder 
said. “So end of the day 
we’ve just got to be extra 
careful and myself — not 
putting nobody into this 
but myself — I’ve got to 
control even my turn-
overs.”

Bigger up front than 
Brooklyn, the Knicks 
outrebounded the Lak-
ers 47-33. Andre Drum-
mond, who had 20 points 
and 11 rebounds Satur-
day, took only three shots 
and had three points and 
10 boards.

The Lakers were at 
least healthier in this 
one, getting Kyle Kuz-
ma back after he missed 
two games with a left calf 
strain. Wesley Matthews 
and Marc Gasol also 
played after sitting out in 
Brooklyn with injuries.

It didn’t matter and 
the Lakers fell to 3-3 on 
their road trip that ends 
Tuesday in Charlotte.

New York had a 66-
62 lead in the third 
quarter before a 13-2 
spurt, with Randle scor-
ing the final five, ex-
tended it to 79-64.

The Lakers ran off 10 
straight points midway 

through the fourth to get 
within 92-87, but Payton 
scored before Randle 
converted a three-point 
play to push it back to 
double figures. He fol-
lowed with another bas-
ket and then a free throw 
as the lead grew to 100-
87.

TIP-INS
Lakers: Morris rolled 

his left ankle in the first 
quarter and left to have 
it re-taped before return-
ing. ... Alfonzo McKinnie 
was out because of health 
and safety protocols.

Knicks: RJ Barrett 
missed his first eight 
shots and finished with 
seven points on 2-for-11 
shooting. ... The Knicks 
signed F/C Norvel Pelle 
to a second 10-day con-
tract on Monday.

PLENTY OF PLAYERS
Between their inju-

ries and Schroder’s ejec-
tion, the Lakers were 
down to eight rotation 
players available during 
the second half of their 
victory Saturday. Eight is 
the minimum number to 
begin a game, but Vogel 
said he wasn’t worried 
about the Lakers facing 
that problem.

“We got down to eight 
the other night just be-
cause we had a player get 
ejected,” Vogel said. “But 
typically, when it seemed 
like we were extreme-
ly depleted we still had 
nine guys and I’m not go-
ing to worry about that 
getting any lower until it 
happens.”
UP NEXT
Lakers: Visit Charlotte 
on Tuesday.
Knicks: Visit New 
Orleans on Wednesday.

RCB look to consolidate position as SRH eye first win
Chennai, Apr 13 (PTI): 
Seeking to consolidate 
their position after a win-
ning start, Virat Kohli's 
Royal Challengers Banga-
lore will have their task 
cut out as they take on a 
determined Surnrisers 
Hyderabad in the Indian 
Premier League here on 
Wednesday.

While RCB began 
their campaign with a 
morale-boosting win 
over five-time defending 
champions Mumbai In-
dians at the same venue, 
the David Warner-led 
SRH lost to Kolkata 
Knight Riders in their 
tournament opener.

Having put up a de-
cent performance in the 
first game, RCB will be 
strengthened further 
when the immensely-tal-
ented Devdutt Padikkal 
makes the team after his 
recovery from COVID-19.

Padikkal has said he 
is now completely ready 
to play his part in the IPL 
and confident of replicat-
ing his stupendous do-
mestic form in the ongo-
ing league.

He contracted the 
deadly virus on March 
22 and was in isolation, 
but has since completely 
recovered and resumed 
practice with his RCB 
teammates.

In the event Padikkal 
is unable to return for 
Wednesday's game, RCB 
will stick to the opening 
pair of Kohli and Wash-

ington Sundar.
RCB might try out 

the likes of Mohammed 
Azharuddeen and Aus-
tralian leg-spinner Adam 
Zampa in the coming 
matches.

Kohli and the incom-
parable AB de Villiers 
will be the key men again 
for RCB in batting, with 
Australian all-rounder 
Glenn Maxwell hoping to 
make invaluable contri-
butions with the willow.

He looked good in the 
first game in RCB jersey, 
and has the backing of 
the team management, 
including skipper Kohli.

Barring the trio of 
Kohli, de Villiers and 
Maxwell, RCB look thin 
on batting and that's why 
Padikkal's presence at 
the top is important for 
them.

The 20-year-old Kar-
nataka left-hander was 

RCB's highest run-getter 
in IPL 2020 with 473 
runs from 15 matches, 
including five half-centu-
ries in what was his de-
but season.

Padikkal continued 
rich form in the last Syed 
Mushtaq Ali Trophy (218 
runs at an average of 
43.60 in six matches) 
and Vijay Hazare Tro-
phy (737 runs in seven 
matches).

After their failure in 
the opener, Rajat Patidat 
and Washington would 
look to make amends 
against SRH.

Almost all of RCB's 
bowlers were economi-
cal against MI's formida-
ble batting with medium 
pacer Harshal Patel re-
turning excellent figures 
of 5/27. They will cer-
tainly look for an encore.

As far as SRH are 
concerned, both their 

openers Wriddhiman 
Saha and Warner failed 
to get going against KKR 
in the first game and will 
look to make up for that 
against RCB.

The swashbuckling 
Warner has close to 600 
runs against RCB and he 
will aim to add to that 
impressive tally.

In opening, SRH have 
the option of reuniting 
Warner with Jonny Bair-
stow, who made a fifty 
while batting in the mid-
dle-order against KKR 
alongside Manish Pand-
ey, who made a 44-ball 
61.

Kane Williamson is 
unlikely to return on 
Wednesday as coach 
Trevor Bayliss had said 
the Kiwi would require 
some more time to re-
gain full match fitness.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
went for runs against 

KKR but the experienced 
seamer is expected to get 
his rhythm back sooner 
than later.

The likes of Rashid 
Khan and Mohammed 
Nabi can also ask prob-
ing questions with their 
crafty bowling.

Teams (from):
Royal Challengers 

Bangalore: Virat Kohli 
(c), Devdutt Padikkal, 
Finn Allen (wk), AB 
de Villiers (wk), Pavan 
Deshpande, Washing-
ton Sundar, Daniel Sams, 
Yuzvendra Chahal, Adam 
Zampa, Shahbaz Ahmed, 
Mohammed Siraj, Na-
vdeep Saini, Kane Rich-
ardson, Harshal Patel, 
Glenn Maxwell, Sachin 
Baby, Rajat Patidar, Mo-
hammed Azharuddeen, 
Kyle Jamieson, Daniel 
Christian, Suyash Pra-
bhudessai, K.S. Bharat

Sunrisers Hyderabad: 
David Warner (c), Kane 
Williamson, Jonny Bair-
stow (wk), Manish Pan-
dey, Sreevats Goswami 
(wk), Wriddhiman Saha 
(wk), Priyam Garg, Vijay 
Shankar, Abhishek Shar-
ma, Abdul Samad, Virat 
Singh, Mitchell Marsh, 
Jason Holder, Mo-
hammad Nabi, Rashid 
Khan, Shahbaz Nadeem, 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, 
T. Natarajan, Sand-
eep Sharma, Khaleel 
Ahmed, Siddarth Kaul, 
Basil Thampi, Jagadeesha 
Suchith, Kedar Jadhav, 
Mujeeb-ur-Rahman.

Sevilla beats Celta Vigo 4-3 to cement 4th place in Spain
Madrid, Apr 13 (AP): 
Sevilla defeated Celta 
Vigo 4-3 in a back-and-
forth match in the Span-
ish league, strengthening 
its hold on fourth place 
and moving within range 
of leader Atl tico Madrid.

The away victory gave 
Sevilla a 14-point gap 
over both fifth-place Real 
Sociedad and sixth-place 
Real Betis, practically se-
curing the team the final 
qualification spot for the 
Champions League with 
eight rounds remaining.

The win also put Se-
villa six points points 
from Atl tico, which has 
stumbled at the top re-
cently.

Julen Lopetegui's 

team is four points be-
hind third-place Barce-
lona and five from sec-
ond-place Real Madrid. 
Madrid defeated Barcelo-
na 2-1 on Saturday, while 

Atl tico drew 1-1 at Betis 
on Sunday for its second 
consecutive setback.

Sevilla was coming off 
a 1-0 home win against 
Atl tico. Next Sunday it 
visits Sociedad.

"More than ever we 
have to have faith in our-
selves and keep doing 
what we have been doing 
so far this season," Lope-
tegui said.

Celta, which was 
seeking its second win 
in a row in the league, 
stayed in 10th place.

Sevilla opened the 
scoring with a goal by 
Jules Kound less than 10 
minutes into the match, 
but the hosts went ahead 
with a pair of goals by 
striker Iago Aspas in the 
20th and 23rd minutes.

Fernando equalized 
for Sevilla in the 35th 
and Brais M ndez put Cel-
ta ahead again near half-
time. The visitors rallied 
in the second half with 
a goal by Ivan Rakitic in 
the 60th and another by 
Papu G mez in the 76th.

Next time Samson will hit 10 yards 
further to win us the game: Sangakkara

Mumbai, Apr 13 (PTI): 
Rajasthan Royals team 
director Kumar Sanga-
kkara has backed Sanju 
Samson's decision to re-
tain strike for the last ball 
during a stiff run-chase 
against Punjab Kings, 
saying it was encourag-
ing to see him take re-
sponsibility.

Skipper Samson hit 
12 fours and seven sixes 
in a 63-ball innings but in 
the end failed to hit Arsh-
deep Singh's final ball for 
a six as RR lost to Punjab 
Kings by four runs in the 
IPL on Monday night.

Needing five off last 
two balls, Samson had 
refused to take a single, 
sending back Chris Morris 
on the penultimate ball.

"Sanju backed him-
self to get the job done, 
and he nearly did, he 
was five or six yards 
short of hitting that last 
ball for a six and some-
times when you are hit-
ting the ball well and 
you are in form, you be-
lieve you can do it," San-
gakkara said in a virtual 
press conference.

"It was encouraging 
to see Sanju do that, you 
can always talk about a 
miss single here or there 
but the crucial thing for 
me is players' belief and 

attitude, commitment 
into what they know 
their strengths are.

"Sanju took it upon 
himself to finish that 
game and he just fell 
a few yards short and 
that happens, but the 
next time I believe that 
he will hit that 10 yards 
further to win us the 
game."

Asked how can 
Samson become more 
consistent, Sangakkara 
said: "I know when you 
start off with a bang, 
you always want to talk 
about consistency, but 
the real key is to un-
derstand it defers from 
game to game... it is 
about constructing an 
innings on a new day.

"When he keeps 
those thought processes 
simple, there is nothing 
else for him to worry in 
terms of technique or 
execution. I just want 
him to keep relaxed and 
focus on just the ball 
that he is facing."

Sangakkara also 
lavished praise on the 
youngsters, especially 
pacer Chetan Sakari-
ya and batsman Riyan 
Parag.

"Riyan is a special 
player, as you would have 
seen. He has got amazing 

hand speed, great com-
posure and (Mohammed) 
Shami with his experi-
ence took a risk bowling 
a bumper at that time, 
and Riyan just didn't get 
enough bat on it.

"That is the nature of 
the game, that is risk and 
reward, and I love watch-
ing Riyan play with that 
freedom and when you 
play with freedom some-
times wickets do fall.

"Riyan and Sanju 
were both having a won-
derful partnership and 
got us into the game, 
with batters to come to 
try and finish it. I am re-
ally encouraged by the 
passion and commitment 
showed by all the young-
er players."

Parag added 52 runs 
with Samson on way to 
his 11-ball 25, which was 
studded with three sixes, 
while Sakariya, making 
his debut, claimed three 
wickets and also took a 
superb catch.

"He (Sakariya) was 
just brilliant, his skill 
was on display but it 
was really wonderful 
to watch a bowler in 
such a high-scoring 
match, always smiling, 
always in the game, he 
took an amazing catch 
at short-fine leg.
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Canary Islands hotel offers 
shelter to migrants in need

PUERTO RICO DE GRAN 
CANARIA, Spain (AP): 
When hotel director Cal-
vin Lucock and restau-
rant owner Unn Tove 
Saetran said goodbye to 
one of the last groups of 
migrants staying in one 
of the seaside resorts 
they manage in Spain’s 
Canary Islands, the Brit-
ish-Norwegian couple 
didn’t know when they 
would have guests again.

They had initially lost 
their tourism clientele 
to the coronavirus pan-
demic, but then things 
had taken an unexpected 
turn.

A humanitarian cri-
sis was unfolding on the 
archipelago where tens 
of thousands of African 
men, women and chil-
dren were arriving on 
rudimentary boats. The 
Spanish government 
— struggling to accom-
modate 23,000 people 
who disembarked on the 
islands in 2020 — con-
tracted hundreds of hotel 
rooms left empty due to 
the coronavirus travel re-
strictions.

The deal not only 
helped migrants and asy-
lum-seekers have a place 
to sleep, it also allowed 
Lucock to keep most of 
his hotel staff employed.

But the contract 
ended in February and 
thousands of people 
were transferred out of 
the hotels and into new-
ly built large-scale mi-
grant camps. Or so they 
thought.

“We realized that we 
had a queue of people 
standing outside when 
we closed the doors,” 
said Saetran, a former 
teacher, in a recent inter-
view with The Associat-
ed Press at the Holiday 
Club Puerto Calma in 
southern Gran Canaria.

Some of the “boys,” 
as she calls them, had 
ended up on the streets 
after being expelled from 
government-funded re-
ception centers. Others 
had chosen to leave the 
official system fearing 
overcrowded camps and 
forced returns to the 
countries they fled from. 
With the rooms still 
empty, Saetran said she 

couldn’t sleep knowing 
the migrants would be 
left on the street.

So they reopened the 
hotel doors again, this 
time at their own ex-
pense.

“They were very 
scared, they didn’t have 
anywhere to go, and 
there wasn’t any other 
solution,” said Saetran 
who has lived in the Ca-
nary Islands with Lucock 
since the ’90s and has a 
Spanish-born daughter.

Today, the family, 
with the help of some of 
the hotel staff and other 
volunteers, provide food 
through Saetran’s restau-
rant, shelter through 
the hotel and care to 58 
young men, including 
eight unaccompanied 
minors, mainly from Mo-
rocco and Senegal as well 
as other West African 
countries, who fell out 
of the official migrant re-
ception and integration 
system for one reason or 
another.

One of them is Fode 
Top, a 28-year-old Sen-
egalese fisherman who 
left his country in search 
of better work in Europe 
last November. The fish 
in Senegal, he says, have 
disappeared from the 
ocean following years 
of industrial fishing by 
Chinese and European 
vessels. Nowadays one 
can hardly make a living 
being a fisherman.

To make matters 
worse, Top’s 3-year-old 
son needed life-saving 
and expensive heart sur-
gery. To pay medical bills, 
Top borrowed money he 

wasn’t able to pay back, 
resulting in threats.

“If I return to Sene-
gal I will have problems. 
Many problems,” Top 
said.

The official camps 
have also been plagued 
with problems, with re-
ports of overcrowding, 
insufficient food, unsani-
tary conditions and lack 
of legal and medical as-
sistance. Most recently, 
police intervened with 
rubber bullets in the 
largest camp on the is-
land of Tenerife after a 
fight broke out between 
two groups of residents.

The Canary Islands 
and their year-round 
sunny beaches normally 
attract millions of north-
ern European tourists 
each year. But for the mi-
grants at Puerto Calma, 
staying in the hotel is 
no vacation. The islands 
were just meant to be a 
stepping stone toward 
stability, security and 
employment in conti-
nental Europe, not their 
final destination. Today, 
it is a place of limbo for 
thousands who were de-
nied access to the Span-
ish peninsula and live in 
waiting, unable to work 
and send money back to 
their families.

“They’ve come here 
looking for a better life, 
one of the reasons I came 
to Spain,” said 47-year-
old Lucock. There’s only 
one difference: “They are 
not born with a Europe-
an passport so they can’t 
travel in the same way I 
can.”

On a recent evening, 

as they ate dinner, Sae-
tran got a text message: 
Six young men, including 
alleged minors, had been 
sleeping in the streets of 
Las Palmas for days. She 
looked at her husband, 
who runs the hotel, for 
approval. He rolled his 
eyes and took a deep 
breath.

The next day, the six 
boys arrived at the hotel 
carrying their belongings 
in plastic bags. Saetran 
and Lucock welcomed 
them and gave them 
two rooms. Both of them 
know the hotel won’t be 
able to shelter migrants 
forever, but for now they 
have a place to sleep.

“If we can play a small 
part in making them feel 
safe and secure while 
they are here, then I 
feel like we’ve achieved 
something,” Lucock said.

As the men wait 
month after month to ei-
ther move north or be re-
turned south, Lucock and 
Saetran try to keep them 
busy. Volunteers come 
three times a week to 
give English and Spanish 
classes. The athletic ones 
play soccer on the beach 
or run up the mountain 
with locals. There’s also 
a lot of checkers and card 
games.

The couple says they 
hope to continue help-
ing young migrants even 
after tourism kicks off 
again, and are setting up 
a charity.

“In our culture we 
have so much that we 
forget to appreciate the 
small things,” Saetran 
said.

Ecuador picks conservative 
for president; Peru sets runoff
Quito (Ecuador), Apr 
13 (AP): Ecuador will 
be led for the next four 
years by a conservative 
businessman after voters 
rebuffed a left-leaning 
movement that yielded 
an economic boom and 
then a recession since 
taking hold of the presi-
dency last decade.

That election cer-
tainty, however, did not 
extend to neighbouring 
Peru, where the presi-
dential contest is headed 
to a runoff after none of 
the 18 candidates ob-
tained more than 50 per 
cent of the votes.

The South American 
nations held elections 
Sunday under strict 
public health measures 
amid a surging corona-
virus pandemic that has 
brought on new lock-
downs and exacerbated a 
general sense of fatigue. 
Peru, which also elected 
a new Congress, report-
ed its highest single-day 
COVID-19 death count 
just as voters headed to 
the polls.

The victory of former 
banker Guillermo Lasso 
in Ecuador came after 
less than half of a per-
centage point put him 
ahead of another candi-
date and allowed him to 
claim a spot in Sunday's 
runoff. The result breaks 
off the country's years 
under the so-called Cor-
reismo, a movement la-
beled after former Pres-
ident Rafael Correa who 
governed Ecuador from 
2007 through 2017, 
grew increasingly au-
thoritarian in the latter 
years of his presidency 
and was sentenced to 
prison last year in a 
corruption scandal.

Correa's prot g , 
Andr s Arauz, easily 
advanced to the con-
test to replace Pres-
ident Len n Moreno, 
who chose not to seek 
re-election. Moreno 
was also an ally of Cor-
rea but turned against 
him while in office. In 
the runoff, Lasso ben-
efited from the discon-
tent toward Correa and 
his allies, but he will 
have face a strong Cor-
reista bloc in congress.

The first action will 
be to put the econo-
my in order, promote 
investment and gen-
erate employment so 
that all Ecuadorians 
do not emigrate, stay 
in Ecuador and achieve 
the dreams they want 
for their families here, 
Lasso said at a press 
conference Monday.

He said his immigra-
tion policy is twofold, 
defending Ecuadorians 
abroad but at the same 
time, also acting hu-
manely with Venezue-
lans who have arrived 
in Ecuador. ... We cannot 
be so inconsistent in 
asking for a good treat-
ment for Ecuadorians 
living abroad and mis-
treating foreigners liv-
ing in Ecuador; we have 
to be coherent and will 
seek to work with the 
United Nations.

Ecuador is among 
the countries that have 
seen an influx of Vene-
zuelan immigrants who 
have left their troubled 
nation in search of bet-
ter opportunities.

Asked about his fu-
ture international pol-
icy, Lasso said he will 
promote the broad-
est multilateralism 
as a democrat with a 
project that seeks the 
well-being of the Ecua-

dorian people.
That definition of 

the left and right is a 
reductionism in disuse 
at the present time, he 
said.

Elections officials 
have not officially de-
clared a winner, but 
Arauz conceded the 
election Sunday and at 
least one head of state 
has congratulated Las-
so on the outcome.

Economist Nikhil 
Sanghani with the firm 
Capital Economics on 
Monday wrote that 
the divided National 
Assembly may water 
down some of Lasso's 
policies, but that con-
cerns over a shift to-
wards interventionist 
policymaking under 
Arauz should give way 
to relief that left-wing 
populism did not pre-
vail.

The more mar-
ket-friendly Lasso 
looks set to maintain 
amicable relations 
with the (Internation-
al Monetary Fund), 
and will probably fo-
cus on improving the 
public finances, Sang-
hani wrote. ... Our best 
guess is that the new 
government will pur-
sue more moderate 
fiscal austerity, which 
would stop the public 
debt-to-GDP ratio from 
spiralling higher, but 
equally would not push 
it down as the IMF ex-
pects.

The pandemic par-
alysed 70 per cent of 
businesses in Ecuador 
last year and brought 
the country's unem-
ployment rate to al-
most 68 per cent. The 
country already had 
been in an economic 
slowdown that began 
in 2015, largely driven 
by the drop in oil pric-
es.

Similarly, in Peru, 
the world's second 
largest copper produc-
er, the economy spi-
ralled downward when 
a lockdown of more 
than 100 days early 
in the pandemic left 
about 7 million people 
unemployed. But un-
like in Ecuador, Sun-
day's elections did not 
bring any clarity about 
the country's future.

Eighteen presiden-
tial hopefuls turned 
the election into a 
popularity contest in 
which an ultra-con-
servative candidate 
even addressed how he 
suppresses his sexual 
desires. But none ob-
tained the more than 
50 per cent of support 
needed to avoid a June 
6 runoff.

Elections officials 
on Monday said left-
ist Pedro Castillo had 
18.9 per cent of sup-
port, with 90 per cent 
of ballots processed. 
He was followed by op-
position leader Keiko 
Fujimori at 13.2 per 
cent, right-wing econo-
mist Hernando de Soto 
with 11.86 per cent and 
ultra-conservative busi-
nessman Rafael L pez Ali-
aga at 11.83 per cent.

The crowded pres-
idential contest came 
months after the coun-
try's political chaos 
reached a new level in 
November, when three 
men were president in a 
single week after one was 
impeached by Congress 
over corruption allega-
tions and protests forced 
his successor to resign in 
favour of the third.

European lawmakers, executives urge US to halve emissions
BERLIN (AP) — Dozens 
of European lawmakers, 
business executives 
and union leaders on 
Tuesday urged the 
United States to cut 
its greenhouse gas 
emissions by 50% in 
the coming decade 
compared with 2005 
levels.

Ahead of U.S. Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s cli-
mate summit with 
world leaders next 
week, European of-
ficials and industry 
representatives called 
in an open letter for 
a trans-Atlantic alli-
ance to tackle climate 
change and achieve a 
“just and sustainable 
transition” toward a 
low-carbon economy.

The suggested goal 
would almost double 
the target set by the 
Obama administration 
after it signed the Par-
is climate accord in 
2015.

The European 
Union last year agreed 
to cut its emissions 
of carbon dioxide and 
other planet-warming 
gases by at least 55% 
by 2030 compared 

with 1990 levels.
Both Washington 

and Brussels are aiming 
to go ‘carbon neutral’ 
by mid-century, a goal 
scientists say needs to 
be achieved to keep av-
erage global tempera-
tures from rising above 
2 degrees Celsius (3.6 
Fahrenheit) by the 
year 2100. The Paris 
accord’s more ambi-
tious target of capping 
global warming at 1.5 
C (2.7 F) by the end of 
the century compared 
with pre-industrial 
times would likely re-
quire even more drastic 
worldwide cuts in emis-
sions.

The open letter, 
spearheaded by the 
European Parlia-
ment’s environmental 

committee chair, Pas-
cal Canfin, notes that 
the 27-nation bloc 
and the United States 
together account for 
about a quarter of 
global CO2 emissions 
and two-fifths of the 
global economy.

“By acting togeth-
er, we can make the 
difference,” they ar-
gue. “The global tran-
sition we need will 
never happen if we 
don’t do it right.”

The letter, which 
was backed by numer-
ous business execu-
tives from companies 
such as French auto-
maker Renault, Swed-
ish furniture retailer 
IKEA and Germany 
utility firm E.ON, also 
echoed European con-

cerns that the bloc’s 
efforts to cut emis-
sions could cost many 
jobs unless other re-
gions of the world 
take similar steps to 
phase out coal-fired 
power plants and oth-
er heavily polluting 
industries.

One major issue of 
contention likely to 
come up in global cli-
mate talks this year 
is the EU’s idea of a 
carbon tax on imports 
from countries that 
have lower environ-
mental standards.

“We will need to 
ensure a level playing 
field with competi-
tors that would not be 
committed as we are 
in climate action,” the 
letter said.

Iran warns sabotage affects 
Vienna talks over nuclear deal

DUBAI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP): Iran’s 
foreign minister warned 
Tuesday that an attack 
on its main nuclear en-
richment site at Natanz 
affects ongoing negotia-
tions in Vienna over its 
tattered atomic deal with 
world powers.

Mohammad Javad 
Zarif’s remarks, along-
side visiting Russian For-
eign Minister Sergey Lav-
rov, come as the U.S. has 
insisted it had nothing 
to do with the sabotage 
Sunday at the Natanz 
nuclear facility. While 
not claiming the attack, 
Israel is widely believed 
to have carried out the 
still-unexplained assault 
that damaged centrifug-
es there.

“Americans should 
know that neither sanc-
tions nor sabotage ac-
tions would provide 
them with an instrument 
for talks,” Zarif said in 
Tehran. “They should 
know that these actions 
would only make the sit-
uation difficult for them.”

Kayhan, the hard-line 
Tehran newspaper, urged 
Iran to “walk out of the 
Vienna talks, suspend all 
nuclear commitments, 
retaliate against Israel 
and identify and disman-
tle the domestic infiltra-
tion network behind the 
sabotage.”

“Despite evidence 
that shows the role of the 
U.S. as main instigator of 
nuclear sabotage against 
Iran, unfortunately some 
statesmen, by purging 
the U.S. of responsibil-
ity, (aid) Washington’s 
crimes against the people 
of Iran,” the paper said in 
Tuesday’s editions.

While Kayhan is a 
small-circulation news-
paper, its editor-in-chief, 
Hossein Shariatmadari 
,was appointed by Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei and has 
been described as an ad-
viser to him in the past.

Such a walkout re-
mains unlikely as the 
administration of Pres-
ident Hassan Rouhani, 
whose main diplomatic 
achievement was the 
2015 accord, hopes to 
get the U.S. to rejoin it 
and provide desperately 
needed sanctions relief. 
However, pressure does 
appear to be growing 

within Iran’s theocracy 
over how to respond to 
the attack.

Details remained 
scarce about what hap-
pened early Sunday at 
Natanz. The event was 
initially described only 
as a blackout in the 
electrical grid feeding 
above-ground work-
shops and underground 
enrichment halls — but 
later Iranian officials 
began referring to it as 
an attack. Israeli media, 
which has close ties with 
the military and intel-
ligence services of that 
country, have described 
the sabotage as a cyber-
attack, without offering 
evidence or sourcing to 
support that.

The extent of the 
damage at Natanz also 
remains unclear, though 
Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
has described it as dam-
aging Iran’s first-genera-
tion IR-1 centrifuges, the 
workhorse of its nuclear 
program. A former Irani-
an Revolutionary Guard 
chief said Tuesday that 
the assault set off a fire 
while a civilian nucle-
ar program spokesman 
mentioned a “possible 
minor explosion.”

In remarks aired late 
Monday by state televi-
sion. the former head of 
the country’s civilian nu-
clear arm offered his own 
description of the attack, 
calling its design “very 
beautiful.” The attack 
appeared to target both 
the power grid at Natanz, 
as well as the facility’s 
emergency backup pow-
er fed by separate bat-
teries, Fereydoun Abbasi 
said.

Abbasi said a similar 
attack targeted Iran’s un-
derground Fordo facility 
in 2012 with two explo-
sions: one 30 kilometers 
(18.5 miles) away at a 
power station and the 
other at Fordo’s emer-
gency battery system.

“We had predicted 
that and we were using 
a separate power grid,” 
Abbasi said. “They hit 
but nothing happened 
for our machines.”

It remains unclear on 
which power source Na-
tanz in central Iran relies. 
Satellite photographs ap-
pear to show an electri-
cal substation at the fa-
cility’s northwest corner.
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CUP OF JOE! The actress/singer, Selena 
Gomez is seen on set with coffee while wearing a 
cute leather skirt.
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BIG

ARIES:
Aries, when you mean business, you mean 
business, and there is nobody in the world 
who can mess with you when you're trying to 
get stuff done around here. Expecting others to 
co-operate or stick to the vision may be a bit of 
a task, though. Word for the wise: it's time for 
you to put your bossy pants on. In the realm 
of interpersonal relationships, you're being 
asked to pay attention to what you do not want 
to allow, and communicate your boundaries to 
those you love.
TAURUS:
You've got major expansion plans on your 
mind, and you want to set things in motion. The 
world is your oyster, Taurus! So set your gaze 
upon the desired destination and get ready to 
take focused action. The divine forces are with 
you, helping you take your life to the next level. 
Some of you may be thinking about expanding 
your social media outreach as well. Work with 
an expert, if you must, but remember to keep 
things authentic to your brand.
GEMINI:
There was a time you let others decide what 

you are worth. There was a time when you 
didn't put a price on your work. But your days 
of underestimating yourself are behind you, 
Gemini. You know who you are and the value 
of what you have been giving to the world. Your 
unyielding faith in yourself will bring about 
a major shift for you. An affirmation to work 
with now and for the rest of the week: 'I am 
enough'.
CANCER:
You knew something was fishy here from the 
word 'go', but you kept pushing through be-
cause you couldn't make sense of things. The 
bad news is, everything is a mess. The good 
news? You finally have clarity on the situation. 
Remember, you're not obliged to put up with 
any of this simply because of the relationship 
you share with the given person. Take your 
stance and exit.
LEO:
They're a bad habit, Leo, and they're keeping 
you stuck in an endless loop. It's time to get 
real about what is and isn't right for you. It's 
time to decide what you want to allow in your 

world and what you don't. Yes, you will have to 
take a few drastic measures in order to liberate 
yourself. Trust that you have the courage and 
wisdom required to do what is right for *you* 
at this moment.
VIRGO:
Virgo, you're in a wonderful place. You are at 
peace with where you are and do not feel the 
need to compare your journey with that of 
anybody else. Does that mean you're compla-
cent about your goals? Anything but. You know 
where you have to be five years from now and 
you're willing to put in the work. What the 
cards want you to remember: ‘patience’ and 
‘persistence’ are your magic words.
LIBRA:
You’ve been ignoring the signs for a while. It’s 
time to tune into the wisdom of your body and 
being, Libra. It’s time to understand what’s re-
ally going on here. Remembering the cliché ‘a 
stitch in time saves nine’ will help you take the 
measures you need to right now. Remember, 
western medicine will only alleviate the symp-
toms you are experiencing. Delve deeper into 

the root of the issue and substitute your treat-
ment with holistic therapies.
SCORPIO:
Hidden secrets are coming to light, Scorpio. But 
all the information you seek may not be revealed 
at once. So be patient. Work with what you have 
right now and resist the urge to make any import-
ant decisions. The good thing is you will finally 
have clarity on who is a friend and who is a foe.
SAGITTARIUS:
So what if it has never been done before? That 
doesn't mean it can't. This phase of your life 
is all about taking chances and breaking past 
your own boundaries. Nothing will bring you 
more joy than giving the world something it 
has never seen before! In the realm of romance, 
you may find yourself attracted to somebody 
who's free-spirited, contrary to your usual 
type. Word for the wise: don't be afraid to let 
your guard down.
CAPRICORN:
You have been doing things a certain way and 
that has worked for you. But there's no reason 
for you to stick to the tried-and-tested when 

there is so much room for experimentation. 
The cards are urging you to change things up 
a little. To blend two different ideas or concepts 
in a way they haven't been done before. PS: 
Something tells us there is a major ‘aha mo-
ment’ on your cards!
AQUARIUS:
The cards are speaking of big yang energy, 
Aquarius! You know you can have it all and you 
are willing to do what it takes to achieve it. The 
Universal forces are with you, helping you take 
your ideas to the next level. Speaking of ideas, 
be mindful of what's coming through from the 
unseen realms as it could be the answer to the 
question you have had for a long time now.
PISCES:
You're wearing that unmistakable glow that 
comes from being where you are meant to be 
and doing what you are meant to be doing. This 
is what being in alignment feels like, Pisces! At-
tracting miracles is now slowly becoming your 
reality. Remember, not everybody is going to be 
happy to see you vibing, and that's okay. Don't 
let anybody play buzzkill at your party.

Akshaye Khanna, Raveena Tandon 
team up for web series 'Legacy'

Mumbai, Apr 13 (PTI): Actors Akshaye 
Khanna and Ranveena Tandon are set to 
share screen space as rivals in "The Ac-
cidental Prime Minister" director Vijay 
Gutte's upcoming drama series "Lega-
cy".

The duo were previously part of the 
ensemble in JP Dutta's 2003 war drama 
"LOC: Kargil".

"Legacy" would mark Khanna's de-
but in the digital space.

The "Ittefaq" actor said he was 
thrilled to come on board the series as 
it aims to provide quality entertainment 
to the audience.

"It is refreshing to work on content 
that challenges our boundaries as an 
industry as a whole. Given the massive 
scale of the show, we are cognizant of 
the immense responsibility to deliver 
our best to create a content piece the 
audience looks forward to. I'm glad 'Leg-
acy' is going to be my first web series," 
Khanna, 46, said in a statement.

According to the makers, the show 
will be mounted on a big scale with the 
team intending to shoot it across multi-
ple foreign locations.

Tandon said the series presents an 
"interesting tale of power struggle" with 
an engaging drama at the backdrop.

"It is a fine work of content articulat-
ed interestingly to resonate with a glob-
al audience. I am excited to be associat-
ed with the show and looking forward to 
begin this journey," she said.

The series would also reunite Khan-
na with Gutte after their 2019 political 
drama "The Accidental Prime Minister".

The director called "Legacy" an as-
pirational project which would reflect 
the "dark realities of the professional 
world."

"I am thrilled to be reuniting with 
Akshaye for this and exhilarated to have 
Raveena Tandon on board with us. This 
talent powerhouse is set for an epic ri-
valry," he added.

"Legacy" is produced by After Stu-
dios, AA Films and Sunny Bakshi.

American singer, actress Mary Millben recites 
Sanskrit shlokas to greet Indians on New Year

Washington, Apr 13 (PTI): Popular Amer-
ican singer and actress Mary Millben has 
greeted the Indian communities across the 
globe, particularly in India and the US, on 
the occasion of New Year by reciting San-
skrit shlokas.

According to the Hindu calendar, Indi-
ans ushered in New Year on Tuesday with 
various states celebrating the festivals of 
Ugadi, Gudi Padwa and Vaisakhi.

In the video, Millben started with the 
chanting of Sanskrit shlokas followed by a 
greeting to India and Indian communities 
worldwide.

Happy New Year to my beloved India, the In-
dian-American community, and Indian commu-
nities across the world, Millben, 39, said after 
releasing the New Year greetings video.

After performing for Diwali 2020 last 
year, I wanted to learn more about the tradi-
tional festivals and religious observances in 
India. My relationship with the Indian cul-
ture and love for India has grown through 
my learning and study of Hindi, she said.

Millben in a video in November last year 
had released a rendition of 'Om Jai Jagdish 
Hare' as her Diwali greetings to the Indian 
communities worldwide. Her video gained 

instant popularity and has crossed 1 mil-
lion views.

She thanked her Hindi coach and teach-
er of Indian culture Dr Moxraj.

It has been enlightening to continue 
learning about the importance of Diwali, 
Holi, and especially today's celebration. A 
celebration of the new year on the Hindu 
calendar and the entrance of spring, she 
said.

"During today's chanting, I lifted prayers 
for India, communities across the world, 
and I will continue to pray for your safety, 
she said.

May the Almighty bring healing to our 
homes and our planet. I hope today, as you 
are gathered in your homes, you are bless-
ed with the new spirit of the new year. May 
time with family, reflection, your favourite 
foods, and the energy of a new year bring 
you much joy and happiness, she added.

Dr. Moxraj, Teacher of Indian culture in 
the US, said that Millben is a student of his 
Hindi language class.

"Mary is also learning about India through 
Hindi. She is influenced by the great culture 
of India. I am happy to know her passion and 
love for India," Moxraj said.

'Court' actor Vira 
Sathidar dead
Nagpur, Apr 13 (PTI): Ac-
tor-activist Vira Sathidar, 
best known for featuring in 
the National Award-win-
ning film "Court", died on 
Tuesday due to COVID-19 
related complications, 
filmmaker Chaitanya Tam-
hane confirmed.

The actor, who was in 
his early sixties, was ad-
mitted to a city hospital af-
ter he contracted the coro-
navirus.

According to Tamhane, 
who directed him in the 
acclaimed 2014 "Court", 
the actor was put on venti-
lator and breathed his last 
around 3 AM.

"It's true. He passed 
away at around 3 AM in the 
hospital. He had COVID-19 
and was on ventilator. It's 
an extremely unfortunate 
news. It is yet to sink in," 
Tamhane told PTI.

Sathidar rose to prom-
inence after playing the 
role of protest singer NaN-
arayan Kamble in "Court", 
who is accused of encour-
aging a manhole worker 
to commit suicide through 
one of his folk songs.

Tamhane said the news 
of Sathidar's demise has 
come as a "huge shock" to 
him.

"He was not only an ac-
tor, activist and a poet but 
also one of the nicest hu-
man beings I've met. I still 
can't process it. He was a 
fantastic person and I can 
now only think of the time 
we spent making 'Court,'" 
the director added.

Apart from "Court", 
which was India's offi-
cial entry to Oscars 2016, 
Sathidar went on to feature 
in two more short films.

Macaulay Culkin, Brenda Song 
welcome first child together

Los Angeles, Apr 13 (PTI): Actors Macaulay 
Culkin and Brenda Song have become parents 
to a baby boy.

Song and Culkin, best known for their 
respective breakout roles in The Suite Life 
of Zack & Cody and Home Alone, announced 
that they welcomed their first child together 
on April 5.

The couple has named their new born Da-
kota Song Culkin in honour of Culkin's sister 
Dakota, who died in 2008.

Mother, father and baby are all healthy 

and happy. We are overjoyed," the duo said in 
a statement issued to Times.

Song, 33, and Culkin, 40, who both start-
ed their journey in showbiz as child actors, 
started dating back in 2017 after meeting on 
the set of Seth Green's "Changeland". In 2018, 
they moved in together.

The duo have kept their relationship 
away from media scrutiny. They have hard-
ly made any red carpet appearances or in-
dulged in any public display of affection on 
social media.


