
Gyalshing, 02 Mar (IPR): 
A 50-bed Integrated 
AYUSH Hospital was in-
augurated by Chief Min-
ister Pawan Chamling at 
Kyongsa, Gyalshing, here 
in West Sikkim today. 
This facility was dedicat-
ed within a month and 
a half of inaugurating a 
1,000-bed Multi Speciali-
ty Hospital at Gangtok on 
14 January 2019. 

The three-storied 
AYUSH Hospital has been 
established at a sanc-
tioned amount of Rs 6.98 
crore. Construction had 
begun on 21 October and 
was completed in the last 
week of February 2019.

The hospital will be 
providing healthcare in 
all AYUSH disciplines. 
AYUSH, it may be recalled, 
is the abbreviated form of 
- Ayurveda, Yoga and Na-
turopathy, Unani, Siddha 
and Homoeopathy.

The Hospital has 43 
rooms - Registration & 

Record Room, Waiting 
Hall for patients and at-
tendants, Medical store 

and Reception, Labora-
tory, Dispensing Room, 
Hospital Superinten-

dent, Record room and 
office, Administrative 
office, Canteen, Resident 

Medical Officer Room, 
Kitchen, Lavatory at the 
Ground floor and six 

examination and case 
demonstration rooms, 
dressing room, lab for 
pathological examination, 
two storerooms, theatre 
room, two Resident Doc-
tors’ rooms, 10-bed Male 
& Female Wards, Nurses 
Duty room etc. 

The top floor has six 
private rooms, 10-bed 
Male and Female wards, 
panchakarma unit, Shi-
rodhara, vasti, vamana 
virachana, steam bath, 
Yoga hall, staff room 
and rehabilitation & 
therapy room.

The inaugural pro-
gramme was also attend-
ed by the Health Minister 
Arjun Kumar Ghatani, 
RM&DD Minister SB Sub-
edi, area MLA Chandra 
Maya Subba, public rep-
resentatives, Commis-
sioner-cum-Secretary, 
Health, Vishal Chauhan, 
Director AYUSH Dr. Ke-
shree Rai, health officials 
and other dignitaries.
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AYUSH Hospital inaugurated in Gyalshing

Boundless joy in Abhinandan’s alma matter as he returns safely

Academic Block of 
Gyalshing Government 

College inaugurated

DSA prez resigns, considers 
contesting Assembly elections

SDF Govt suppressing 
religious freedom: HSP 

Bengaluru, Mar 2 (PTI): As 
Wing Commander Abhinandan 
Varthaman became the toast of 
the nation overnight, KV-NAL in 
Bengaluru basked in the glory 
of having the most valorous stu-
dent, for whose safety the entire 
country prayed in unison.

While everyone in the 
school heaved a sigh of relief 
with the news about Abhinan-
dan’s safe return, his alma ma-
ter Kendriya Vidyalaya (NAL) 
proudly displayed Abhinan-
dan’s picture just at the en-
trance of the school.

“BRAVO! Wg Cdr Abhinan-
dan Varthaman IAF (KV NAL 
Alumni 1998-1999) We, the 
family of KV-NAL, Bangalore 
sincerely salute you and pray 

for your safe return to the 
motherland. JaiHind,” read the 
poster with his picture.

As the news poured in 
about the Indian pilot Abhi-

nandan being captured in Paki-
stan, M S Anand Shankar rang 
up his mother Durga Shivaku-
mar from the USA to tell her 
that the pilot was none other 

than his junior in the school.
A teacher herself in the 

school, Durga Shivakumar 
started recollecting who the 
boy was and then her son told 
her that Abhinandan’s wife 
Tanvi was KV-NAL’s alumni.

“This description made it 
easy for me to recall both Abhi-
nandan and Tanvi. I did not 
teach him, but I know him as 
a stout chubby boy, who very 
actively participated in sports 
andextra-curricular activities.

He was the leader of one of 
the five ‘houses’,” Durga Shiva-
kumar told PTI.

The Kendriya Vidyalayas 
have a tradition of dividing the 
entire school, including teach-
ers, into four or five houses 

where competitions take place 
amongst them.

Abhinandan had joined KV-
NAL in the 11th standard.

Prior to it, he was in KV-DRDO.
Within a year of his joining, 

he left such a deep imprint on 
his teachers that they made 
him the leader of the house.

“At that time only he be-
came the leader of the house. 
He had such capabilities,” re-
called Manoharan Pillai, the 
principal of the school.

Pillai said he was not a 
staff in the KV NAL then, but 
whatever account people 
narrated about Abhinandan 
gave him goosebumps and he 
turned emotional.
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Lha Tshering Sherpa, 
president, Denzong 

Sherpa Association, an-
nounced his resignation 
from the post today.

“I have successfully 
completed my tenure as 
President from the year 
2014 till date,” he writes in 
a statement issued today, 
adding that he has “re-
lentlessly worked” for the 
social and political uplift-
ment of Sherpa commu-
nity in Sikkim throughout 
his term, having raised the 
issue with both, the state 
and central governments 
on several occasions.

His efforts, he adds, 
have met with limited 
success in “the absence 

of genuine political rep-
resentation in the state 
assembly,” which, he 
adds, has been a major 
obstacle towards achiev-
ing the rights and inter-
ests of Sherpas in Sikkim. 

“Therefore, with an 

objective to ensure gen-
uine representation of 
Sherpa Community in 
the State Assembly of 
Sikkim, I am resigning 
from the post of Presi-
dent, Denzong Sherpa 
Association with imme-

diate effect,” he explains.
He states that the de-

cision of joining a polit-
ical party or contesting 
independently was under 
consideration and will be 
intimated to all concerned 
in due course of time.

Gyalshing, 02 Mar 
(IPR): Chief Minister, 
Pawan Chamling, attend-
ed the valedictory func-
tion of the College Fest 
cum inauguration of the 
Academic Block of Sik-
kim Government College, 
Gyalshing, today. 

The Chief Minster 
was accompanied by 
HRDD Minister, RB Sub-
ba, RMDD Minister, SB 
Subedi, UDHD Minister, 
NK Subba, Health Minis-
ter, AK Ghatani, Additional 
Chief Secretary (HRDD), 
GP Upadhyaya, along with 
MLAs, Advisors, Chairper-
sons of different Boards 
and other dignitaries.

The Chief Minister 
in his address to the 
students spoke on their 
well-being and showed 
his deep concern for 
their future. He men-
tioned that the students 
are the building blocks of 
the state and the nation 
at large. He encouraged 
them by stating that the 
State Government has 
done everything in its 
power to empower the 
youth of Sikkim by giving 
them free education sys-
tem which has made the 
state a cent per cent liter-
ate state in India. 

He welcomed the stu-
dents to take part in the 
state building process 
through the attainment 
of proper and a qual-
itative education. He 

stressed upon the vari-
ous schemes available for 
the students who want 
to achieve their dreams 
of becoming someone 
worthwhile in the state. 
Schemes like Chief Min-
ister’s Meritorious Schol-
arship scheme where 
50 students each year 
are given the chance to 
study in various schools 
of India and Sikkim, Mer-
it Scholarship Schemes, 
Free Education in the 
state and others similar 
schemes are for the stu-
dents of Sikkim to take 
advantage of them and 
relish it for themselves.

He advised the stu-
dents that the state has 
provided avenues for de-
velopment which the stu-
dents should celebrate 
and make use of. He stat-
ed that the State is proud 
of the students’ ability 
to perform hence their 
contributions would be 
worthwhile to the soci-
ety. He also mentioned 
that Sikkim’s Education 
Policies are made keeping 
in mind the rural public 
for which the rural popu-
lous should be taking full 
benefit of. He asked the 
students and the youths of 
Sikkim to be responsible 
citizens of tomorrow.

He also stated that the 
Medical College would 
soon start in the coming 
Academic Session where 
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Hamro Sikkim Party 
(HSP) has strong-

ly condemned and de-
nounced the “repression 
unleashed by the Pawan 
Chamling government 
on the spiritual congre-
gation named Heavenly 
Path Organisation.” 

HSP has also ex-
pressed solidarity with 
the ongoing peaceful 
protest through dharna 
at Gangtok by members 
of Heavenly Path Organ-
isation to highlight their 
demand of permitting 
their spiritual guide to 
visit Sikkim and their 
being able to practice 
their religious beliefs 
without any restraint 
from the government.

The party has ac-
cused the SDF govern-

ment of creating a claus-
trophobic atmosphere of 
intolerance and author-
itarianism in the state. 
In the case of Heavenly 
Path, the party has al-
leged that the same high-
handedness is being ob-
served by open violation 
of the freedom of practic-
ing any religion. 

The Chamling Gov-
ernment’s obstruction 
in this regard is illegal, 
unconstitutional and 
against the interest of the 
nation, HSP has said. 

The party has further 
called upon the Govern-
ment to meet the Heav-
enly Path Organisation 
members and take im-
mediate steps to ad-
dress their grievances 
so that democracy and 
the Constitution prevail 
in Sikkim.

UN chief welcomes IAF pilot’’s 
return to India from Pak captivity

United Nations, Mar 2 
(PTI): UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres 
has welcomed the return 
of Indian Air Force pilot 
Abhinandan Varthman 
from captivity in Paki-
stan and called on the 
two countries to sustain 
the “positive momentum” 
and engage in further con-
structive dialogue.

The IAF Wing Com-
mander returned to In-
dia from Pakistan on Fri-
day to a hero’s welcome, 
nearly 60 hours after he 
was captured following a 
dogfight when his MiG 21 
was shot down.

“UN chief Guterres 
welcomes the news of 
the release of the In-
dian pilot by Pakistani 
authorities,” his spokes-
person Stephane Du-
jarric told PTI when 
asked about the Secre-
tary-General’s response 
to the development.

“The Secretary-Gen-
eral calls on both parties 
to sustain this positive 
momentum and engage 
in further construc-
tive dialogue. His good 
offices remain avail-
able should both sides 
agree,” Dujarric said.

turn to pg02
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students would be able to enrol for free MBBS cours-
es. He also mentioned that the education has been 
made free so that the general populous would be able 
to be educated. He also congratulated the teachers of 
Sikkim and the Education Department for their con-
tributions in making Sikkim a hub for qualitative ed-
ucation.

The Chief Minister also shared his concerns on the 
cases of suicides amongst the youths which is a loss 
for the state and needs to be dealt with very cautious-
ly. He urged the students not to take one’s life rather 
cherish it so that Sikkim can be proud of their deeds 
and their abilities to perform. He stated that their ex-
istence is to prove their worth to the State and the na-
tion. He also advised that their determination to reach 
their goals will determine the way to their success.

Lastly, speaking on the demands of the Sikkim 
Government College, Gyalshing he stated that prior-
ity would be given to the completion of the College 
Campus and the remaining infrastructures for the 
students’ betterment.

Academic Block...

Varthaman’s release was being watched with bated 
breath across India as the IAF pilot was accorded a 
hero’s welcome as he crossed onto India through the 
Wagah Border.

The IAF pilot’s release was seen as a major step 
towards defusing a near-war situation triggered by 
India’s retaliation over Pakistan’s continued support 
for terrorism.

Tensions between India and Pakistan flared up af-
ter a suicide bomber of Pakistan-based terror group 
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) killed 40 CRPF personnel 
in Kashmir on February 14.

Amid mounting outrage, the IAF carried out a 
counter-terror operation, hitting what it said was a 
JeM training camp in Balakot, deep inside Pakistan on 
February 26. The next day, Pakistan retaliated with 
a large air formation, comprising 24 fighter jets, in-
cluding F-16s.

Varthaman was in one of the eight MiG-21s that 
took on the invader and shot down an F-16, according 
to officials.

During the dogfight, his plane was hit and he 
bailed out, landing in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, 
where he was taken into custody by the Pakistani 
army.

On Thursday, Pakistan Prime Minister Imran 
Khan told a special joint sitting of Parliament that his 
government was releasing the pilot as a “peace ges-
ture”. However, India has been maintaining that the 
Pakistani decision is in consonance with the Geneva 
Conventions.

UN chief welcomes...

“I could not stop my tears from flowing as I learnt 
that the school which I am heading today had groomed 
the brave IAF pilot,” said Pillai.

Suddenly, the entire school got into scrambling 
through the records to dig out old photographs of 
their brave alumni and chanced upon quite a few of 
them.

The school conducted a special prayer Friday 
morning for the safety and well being of Abhinandan.

“Our joy knew no bounds when Abhinandan re-
turned to India safely. Once he overcomes the trauma 
he underwent, we will invite him to ‘his school’,” said 
Pillai.

On Thursday, Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan 
had told a special joint sitting of Parliament that his 
government was releasing the pilot as a “peace ges-
ture”.

Abhinandan Varthaman returned home to a he-
ro’s welcome Friday night from his nearly three-day 
captivity in Pakistan, a major step towards defusing 
a near-war situation triggered by India’s retaliation 
over Pakistan’s continued support for terrorism.

Abhinandan was captured on February 27 by Pa-
kistan following a dogfight between the two air forces 
in which his MIG-21 was shot down.

Boundless joy...

Awareness camp on eVM & VVPAT in various schools
GANGToK, 02 MAR 
(IPR): With the intro-
duction of VVPAT by 
the ECI and making it 
compulsory to be used 
along with the EVM by 
upcoming Lok Sabha 
and State Legislative 
Assembly Election 
2019, the need to create 
awareness amongst the 
voters about the VVPAT 
before Election is essen-
tial. Hence, Office of the 
District Election Officer, 

East District is organiz-
ing an awareness camp 
on EVM & VVPAT in vari-
ous Senior Schools (Sec-
ondary, Secondary and 
Junior High Schools), 
Bazar, Colleges and Uni-
versities of East District 
as per the District Ac-
tion Plan prepared for 
Systematic Voters Ed-
ucation and Electoral 
Participation (SVEEP). 

Dedicated officials 
from Election cell and 

District Collectorate 
staff have been assigned 
to carry out the pro-
gramme in coordina-
tion with the nodal of-
ficer of the respective 
Schools (ELC) and the 
BLOs of the concerned 
polling stations. 

Awareness camp 
started we.f 25 Feb, 2019 
and so far many schools 
namely Sonamati Me-
morial SSS, Singtam SSS, 
Samdong SSS, Lower 

Samdong Secondary 
School, Rhenock SSS, 
Chujachen SSS, Rangpo 
SSS (Mining), Tika Lall 
SSS, Rangpo Bazar and 
Singtam Bazar have 
been covered by the 
camp successfully. 

The students, teach-
ers and public have 
participated during the 
programme and have 
casted mock poll vote 
substantially. Election 
machineries including 

EROs, AEROs, SOs and 
BLOs have tremendous-
ly helped DEO to orga-
nize the programme in 
their respective venues 
concerned. 

Upcoming schedules 
in the drive is to cov-
er the schools like Ma-
chong, Dikling, Ranka, 
Assam Lingzey, Gaucha-
ran, Deorali, Modern, 
TNHSS, Arithang JHS, 
Luing etc. apart from 
school students, the 

concerned AEROs have 
been directed to orga-
nise awareness camp in 
the Colleges, Universi-
ties, local factories and 
monasteries falling un-
der their respective ju-
risdiction.

The DEO, East has 
also set up a permanent 
EVM & VVPAT aware-
ness booth in the DAC 
premises to cater the 
general public visiting 
the place.

Gyalshing gets first Organic Input Retail Store 

SUMMIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 02 MAR:

Mevedir an ICS ser-
vice provider with 

its major operations in 
West Sikkim opened its 
Organic Input Store in 
Gyalshing Bazaar today. 
The store is located adja-
cent to Hotel Ivory on the 
Gyalshing Pelling road. 

Under the directive of 
the Sikkim Organic Mis-
sion such Organic Input 

Stores are being opened 
across the state, a press 
release informs. 

This initiative has 
been undertaken with 
the sole objective of 
meeting the certified in-
puts needs and require-
ments of the farmers 
who have to wait for the 
department to come and 
meet their requirements, 
the release mentions. 

The inauguration 

program was inaugu-
rated by the Gyalshing 
Municipal Chairperson, 
IK Neopaney in the pres-
ence of ADO, Ganesh Gu-
rung, and other officials 
and local gentries and 
Mevedir field function-
aries. 

The Organic Input Re-
tail Outlet sells authen-
tic certified inputs and 
seeds. The stores was 
well stocked with veg-

etable seeds, major nu-
trients and plant growth 
promoters, biofertiliz-
ers, biopesticides and 
various gardening and 
agricultural tools and 
equipment’s. The open-
ing day’s sales crossed Rs 
2000, the release men-
tions.  

These retail outlets 
would also serve as agri 
clinics in the area and at 
a later point of time qual-
ified agronomists would 
be deputed to undertake 
follow-up with farmers 
and provide technical 
back stopping.

Mevedir was repre-
sented by its Manager 
and area In-charge, Pra-
nai Thapa and Deepak 
Adhikari. The store’s in 
charge Kumar Gurung 
was very happy that the 
farmers would greatly 
benefit and time use of 
inputs would boost the 
production and control 
diseases and pests. 

DEO holds meeting with 
representatives of political parties

NAMCHI, 02 MAR (IPR): 
A meeting with the rep-
resentatives of various 
political parties was 
held at the chamber of 
DC (South) cum District 
Election Officer (DEO), 
Ragul K today. Present 
amongst others were SP 
(South), Manish Verma, 
ADC (South), Satyan 
Pradhan, SP (Traffic), 
Linda Palmo along-
side other officials and 
representatives from 
other political parties 
namely that of SKM, 
SDF and Congress.

The DEO explained 

in brief about the do’s 
and don’ts laid by the 
Election Commission of 
India (ECI) that the regis-
tered political party need 
to adhere to. Mr Ragul 
urged the participants to 
go through the ECI web-
site in order for them to 
be well-versed with the 
various rules and regula-
tions of the commission. 

He updated that there 
are a total of 160 poll-
ing stations under DEO 
(South) and informed 
that Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs) has been appoint-
ed in those stations. Ad-

ditionally, he updated 
that the Electronic Voting 
Machines (EVMs) has ar-
rived in DAC, South and 
that the first level check-
ing has already com-
menced. Furthermore, he 
requested for peaceful, 
free and fair conduct of 
the upcoming elections. 

During, the course 
of the meeting Chief Ac-
counts Officer, Sunil Shar-
ma explained in detail the 
various facets of election 
expenditure and strongly 
encouraged the attendees 
to maintain and submit 
the election accounts.

National Science 
Day observed at 

CAEPHT Ranipool

SUMMIT RePoRT
GANGToK, 01 MAR:

The College of Agricul-
tural Engineering & 

Post Harvest Technolo-
gy (CAEPHT), Ranipool, 
a constituent college of 
Central Agricultural Uni-
versity, Imphal observed 
National Science Day-
2019 on 28 Feb, 2019, 
a press release informs. 
The theme for this year 
was ‘Science for People 
and People for science”. 

Sir CV Raman, Nobel 
laureate, had discovered 
the Raman Effect on 28 
Feb in 1928. 

The programme 
started with an “Idea 
Competition” among the 
students of the college 
where students present-
ed their innovative ideas 
and projects to solve the 
pressing issues faced by 
the society on Agricul-
ture, Energy and Envi-
ronment.  

Bharat Singh got first 
prize for his project on 
Solar Water Distiller 
while a team comprising 
Vishal Gupta and I Law 
got second prize for their 
project on Air Filter in 

the competition. 
In the next phase 

of the programme, a 
meeting comprising the 
students and faculty of 
CAEPHT was organized 
under the chairmanship 
of Dean, Prof PP Dabral, 
CAEPHT.  The meeting 
started with the inaugu-
ral address highlighting 
the importance of the 
day by President, Prof 
NS Chauhan, Institution 
Innovation Council (IIC), 
CAEPHT followed by 
address by PI, Dr Sujata 
Jena, Institution Biotech 
Hub. Former in-charge 
Dean, Prof RP Misra, 
CAEPHT addressed the 
house and urged the stu-
dents to be creative in 
solving the various issues 
faced by our society. Prof 
PP Dabral distributed the 
prizes to the winner of the 
Idea Competition followed 
by his address where he 
asked the students to nur-
ture the idea of thinking 
and innovating. 

The programme was 
jointly conducted by the 
Institution Innovation 
Council and Institute 
Biotech Hub, CAEPHT.

Second edition of ICACCP 
concludes at SMIT

SUMMIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 02 MAR:

The Second Edition 
of the International 

Conference on Advanced 
Computational and Com-
munication Paradigms 
(ICACCP)–2019 at Sikkim 
Manipal Institute of Tech-
nology, Majhitar, East Sik-
kim concluded on Friday. 

The conference was 
organized by the De-
partment of Computer 
Science and Engineering, 
Sikkim Manipal Institute 
of Technology, co-spon-
sored and supported by 
various international or-
ganizations, a press re-
lease informs.

On the third day of 
the program, speakers 
and the participants wit-
nessed the rich culture 

of Sikkim in the form 
of Bhutia Dance, Nepali 
Dance, Yak Dance and 
Snow Lion Dance.  

On the fourth day, the 
curtains came down on 
the ICACCP 2019 with 
a valedictory speech by 
co-convenor. The last 
speaker for the confer-
ence, Senior Director, 
Indrajeet Sanyal of Erric-
son India Global Services, 
gave a brief insight into 
future technologies. 

As the ceremony 
came to an end, the 
awards for the best pa-
per presentation were 
awarded to Bose Insti-
tute, Sibun Parida, Kol-
kata, Christ University, 
V Vaidhehi, Bangalore 
and from NIT, Amarnath 
Pathak, Mizoram.

SKM holds peace rally in Namchi

SUMMIT RePoRT
NAMCHI, 01 MAR:

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha’s district working 

committee (South) con-
ducted a peace march 
at Namchi bazaar today. 
The rally was participat-
ed by large number of 
SKM workers affiliated to 
district committee with 
the message to restore 
democracy in Sikkim. 

An SKM worker 
charged with various of-
fences in an FIR filed by 
an SDF worker surren-
dered at Namchi police 

station, a press release 
informs. The allegations 
are baseless according to 
the party. 

The SKM worker was 
later released on bail 
following which SKM 
supporters welcomed 
him in Namchi town, it 
is mentioned.

The message of to-
day’s rally was to tell SDF 
that it should stop con-
spiring against SKM and 
stop using police admin-
istration to suppress the 
people’s movement led 
by SKM.

NEEPCO gets 
new Director 
of Personnel

SUMMIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 02 Mar:

Anil Kumar has as-
sumed the charge of 

Director (Personnel) of 
North Eastern Electric 
Power Corporation Lim-
ited on 01 March, 2019, 
a press release informs. 
Prior to this, he was Ex-
ecutive Director (HR) in 
the organisation. 

US slaps new sanctions on Venezuela 
regime as Russia ups support

Washington, Mar 2 (AFP): The 
United States and Russia clashed 
Friday over how to assist cri-
sis-wracked Venezuela, with Mos-
cow pledging new relief channeled 
through President Nicolas Maduro 
and Washington slapping sanc-
tions over the blocking of US aid it 
tried to push through the border.

A day after Russia and China ve-
toed a US and European resolution at 
the UN Security Council that called for 
unimpeded aid deliveries, Washing-
ton said it was targeting six Venezue-
lan military officers for stopping last 
weekend’s US-led convoy.

Four people were killed in the 
melee as Maduro’s forces prevent-
ed the 178 metric tonnes of rice, 
beans and other food from crossing 
into the country from Colombia. The 

leftist strongman says the aid is a 
pretext for a US-led invasion. “We 
are sanctioning members of Mad-
uro’s security forces in response to 
the reprehensible violence, tragic 
deaths and unconscionable torch-
ing of food and medicine destined 
for sick and starving Venezuelans,” 
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
said in a statement.

The six include Major General 
Richard Jesus Lopez Vargas, the com-
mander of the Venezuelan National 
Guard. The sanctions freeze any as-
sets in the United States and penalize 
US financial dealings with the officials.

The United States also revoked 
the visas of 49 Venezuelan officials 
and their family members, the State 
Department said. Venezuelan op-
position leader Juan Guaido, whom 

Washington has recognized as inter-
im president, had hoped to triumph 
in bringing in the stockpiles of food, 
which the United States coordinated 
with Colombia and Brazil.

Guaido has said 300,000 peo-
ple could die without an influx of 
aid into Venezuela.

The United Nations says 2.7 
million Venezuelans have fled 
since 2015 as the socialist econo-
my crumbles, with basic supplies 
out of reach to the masses.

More than 50 countries recog-
nize Guaido as Venezuela’s right-
ful president -- but Maduro enjoys 
strong support from Russia, which 
is eager to challenge US interven-
tionism, as well as China, which is 
concerned over the fate of billions 
of dollars Beijing has lent to Caracas.  
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ANTHYESTHI KRIYA
The ANTHYESTHI  KRIYA of 
our beloved late Smt.Champawati 
Basnet, wife of late Shri B.B. Basnet, 
who left for heavenly abode on 21st 
February, 2019 falls on 5th March, 
2019. 
All relatives, family friends and well 
wishers are requested to join us in 
offering prayers for the departed 
soul at our residence at Development 
Area, Bodhi Marg, Gangtok. We also 
express our gratitude to all those 
who stood by us during our time of 
bereavement.

RS Basnet, Smt B Basnet, PS Basnet, 
Smt S Basnet, Smt Kamala Sharma, 
DP Sharma, CV Basnet, PV Basnet, 
DV Basnet, Jeewan Basnet, Rohan 

Sharma, Avinash Sharma, Smt 
Bhawana Basnet, Prerna Sharma, 

Prabhat Basnet
MOBILE - 9434028015

GoVeRNMeNT oF SIKKIM
STATe TeACHeRS’ ReCRUITMeNT BoARD

GANGToK-737101
No: 23/SSTRB/19                                  Dated: 01/03/201

NoTICe
In continuation to employment advertise-
ment No. 19/SSTRB/19, dated: 04.02.2019 
inviting eligible local candidates for filling 
up of 249 vacancies of Post Graduate Teach-
er through Direct Recruitment, this is to in-
form that those candidates who are in the 
final semester of B.Ed. course are allowed to 
submit their application for the post of PGT. 

 

                                      S/d
                 Controller of Examinations’
 Sikkim State Teachers’ Recruitment Board.

R.o:- 751/IPR/Pub/Classi./18-19           dt. 01.03.2019

GoVeRNMeNT oF SIKKIM
SoCIAL JUSTICe, eMPoWeRMeNT AND WeLFARe DePARTMeNT

(INTeGRATeD CHILD PRoTeCTIoN SCHeMe)
GANGToK.

No.480/SJE&WD/ICPS/2019           Dated:-02/03/2019.

NoTICe

Reference our employment notice no. 449/SJE&WD/2019 
dated 14.2.2019, the date of interview for various posts ad-
vertised under Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS) 
vide the same, is scheduled on 05/03/2019 (Tuesday), from 
10.30 am onwards. The venue for the interview is Confer-
ence Hall, SJE&WD, 5th Mile, Lumsey, Tadong, Gangtok.

Only eligible candidates who have applied for the post as 
per mentioned criteria will be considered. He / She must 
produce original documents at the time of interview. 

Sd/-
Additional Secretary-cum Director, ICPS

Social Justice Empowerment & Welfare Department
Government of Sikkim.

R.o. No. 753/IPR/Pub/Classi./18-19                                 Date: 02.03.19

Bhanu Park inaugurated after beautification
ReBYNA RANA
GANGToK, 02 MAR:

Gangtok MLA, Pintso Chopel Lepcha inaugurated Bha-
nu Park following its beautification today in the pres-

ence of former MLA and former Minister, NK Pradhan.
The total budget of the entire beautification of 

Bhanu Park was Rs. 27 lakh approximately.

The MLA, in his statement, said language is the 
most important aspect of any community, and so is 
Nepali language for the Nepali community. Due to 
their language, the Nepali speaking community has 
been brought together. 

“We must not limit the language to ourselves. We must 
encourage coming generation and youngsters towards de-

velopment and promotion of Nepali language,” he added.
Also present were former Chairperson cum SDF 

functionary, Manita Pradhan, former Police Officer, 
BK Roka, president Nepali Sahitya Parishad, Rudra 
Poudyal, General Secretary NSP, Jeewan Sharma, 
CLC President Shekar Pandey, UDHD officers and 
general public as well.

Governor felicitates R-Day 
Parade team from Sikkim

SUMMIT RePoRT
Gangtok, 02 Mar:

Governor of Sikkim, 
Ganga Prasad today 

felicitated a six-member 
team comprising of four 
National Service Scheme 
volunteers and two of-
ficials from Sports and 
Youth Affairs Depart-
ment at Raj Bhavan, a 
press release informs. 

Secretary, Sports 
and Youth Affairs De-
partment, Dr RK Ta-
mang was also present 
on the occasion. 

It may be mentioned 
that the team had rep-
resented the State in the 

Republic Day Parade at 
Rajpath, New Delhi in 
the last two years. It is 
customary to have the 
volunteers felicitated by 
the Governor every year 
once they represent the 
State in Republic Day Pa-
rade in New Delhi.

The Governor ex-
pressed his pleasure 
on meeting the volun-
teers and conveyed his 
blessings to the team 
members and volun-
teers in particular. He 
stressed on the need to 
inculcate the commu-
nity leadership among 
the youths and volun-

teers and added that 
NSS provides the right 
platform for youth to 
understand the coun-
try, its history and its 
diverse heritage. 

The Governor urged 
the student volunteers to 
make use of their time to 
excel in the chosen field 
and fulfill the expectation 
of parents, society and 
the nation at large.

Secretary, Dr RK Ta-
mang on the occasion 
apprised the Governor 
about the activities spon-
sored and supported by 
the State government in 
relation with NSS.

Google News organises 
training for Sikkim 

journos and students

ARPAN PRADHAN
GANGToK, 02 MAR:

Google News Initiative 
(GNI), a division of 

Google organised a day-
long training for journal-
ists and mass commu-
nication students of the 
State. GNI has been or-
ganising such trainings 
in different parts of the 
country covering more 
than 30 cities. 

A daylong Google 
News Initiative Poll-
check training was con-
ducted here at Press Club 
of Sikkim today. 

The day long train-
ing had a Certified Goo-
gle trainer, Jaikishan SG 
as the resource person 
and was attended by 
local journalists, Mass 
Com students of Sikkim 
University and few jour-
nalists from Siliguri. GNI 
is an initiative taken by 
Google to fight fake news 
during elections.

Assistant Professor, 
Assam Don Bosco Uni-
versity, Mr Jaikishan im-
parted the training to 20 
participants which in-

cluded journalists from 
Sikkim, Siliguri and stu-
dents of Mass Communi-
cation department, Sik-
kim University. 

The training here in 
Gangtok was funded and 
organised by Google and 
the training in Gangtok 
was coordinated by De-
chen Ongmu who has al-
ready completed the GNI 
training in Kolkata.

Keeping elections in 
mind the training cov-
ered topics like verifica-
tion and fact checking, 
YouTube live, digital se-
curity and safety, video 
and image verifications 
and others.

The programme had 
the presence of presi-
dent Press Club of Sik-
kim, Joseph Lepcha 
wherein he thanked the 
GNI and the entire Goo-
gle team and Mr Jaikis-
han for the successful 
conduct of the above 
training in his address.

He has expressed his 
willingness to organise 
more such trainings for 
journalists in Sikkim. 

Workshop to train 
Biologists on data 

management and analysis
Gangtok, 01 Mar 
(IPR): A training work-
shop on “Data Manage-
ment and Analysis for 
Biologists using R” is 
being organized by the 
department of Zoology, 
Sikkim University, from 
25 Feb–9 Mar, 2019. 

The workshop is be-
ing held under a collab-
orative project “Key Eco-
system Services and Bio-
diversity Components in 
Socio-Ecological Land-
scapes of Darjeeling-Sik-
kim Himalaya: Deriving 
Management and Policy 
Inputs and Development 
of Mountain Biodiversi-
ty Information System”, 
jointly implemented by 
Sikkim University and 
Ashoka Trust for Re-
search in Ecology and 
Environment (ATREE) 
funded by the Ministry 
of Environment of For-
ests and Climate Change 
under the National Mis-
sion on Himalayan Stud-
ies (NMHS) through GB 
Pant National Institute of 
Himalayan Environment 
and Sustainable Devel-
opment (GBPNIHESD).

Biologists and ecol-
ogists often struggle to 
deal with bigger datasets 
and therefore a strong 
analytical approach and 
the knowledge on re-
cent statistical tools are 
very important to un-
derstand and interpret 
such datasets. 

Robust statistical 
tools and packages help 
researchers analyse and 

present their findings 
more effectively. The R 
language and its several 
packages are now gain-
ing popularity across 
many disciplines and are 
the most powerful tools 
used for analysis, visu-
alization and interpreta-
tion of biological data.

The objective of this 
training workshop is 
to introduce the par-
ticipants to R software 
and basic analytical ap-
proaches/ packages with 
emphasis on biologi-
cal data. The workshop 
seeks to cover the basics 
of R programming, data 
management and analyt-
ical approaches. 

There are three in-
vited instructors for this 
course who shall be giv-
ing hands- on training to 
the participants on data 
collection and analysis. 
Among them Shishir Rao 
and Aneesha Jayadevan, 
alumnus of National Cen-
tre for Biological Scienc-
es (NCBS), Bangalore and 
are currently associated 
with Wildlife Conser-
vation Society (WCS), 
Bangalore are experts 
in R tools and analytical 
approaches. 

Similarly, Dr Kailash 
GAira, Scientist from GBP-
NIHESD has specialized in 
biostatistics and modelling.

There are 27 partic-
ipants in the workshop 
from the University and 
national level institutes 
and organisations based 
in Sikkim.

Samjhauta 
Express services 
restored; 
Train to run 
from India 
on Sunday: 
Railways
New Delhi, Mar 2 
(PTI): The Samjhauta 
Express will leave for 
Pakistan from Delhi on 
Sunday after the two 
neighbours agreed to op-
erationalise services at 
their ends, a senior rail-
way official told PTI.

The announcement 
came a day after Paki-
stan released Wing Com-
mander Abhinandan Var-
thaman.

The official said the 
first train from India will 
leave on March 3.

While Pakistan had 
cancelled its services 
right after an air strike 
by the Indian Air Force, 
India cancelled the oper-
ations of the Samjhauta 
Express on February 28.

The Railway Board 
in an order had said all 
operations of the Attari 
Special Express, Del-
hi-Attari-Delhi, which to-
gether with the Pakistani 
line from Wagah-Lahore 
is known as the Samjhau-
ta or Friendship Express, 
will remain cancelled.

It had also said that 
the cancellation was due 
to “purely operational 
reasons”.

Sources said after 
the missive about Pa-
kistan’s resumption of 
services was conveyed to 
the board, it was decided 
that services on the Indi-
an end will resume too.

The train will start 
running from the Indian 
side on Sunday, while on 
the Pakistan side it will 
leave Lahore on Monday 
for its return journey, the 
official said.

On the Indian side the 
train runs from Delhi to 
Attari and from Lahore 
to Wagah on the Pakistan 
side.

The Samjhauta Ex-
press, named after the 
Hindi word for “agree-
ment”, comprises six 
sleeper coaches and an 
AC 3-tier coach.

The train service was 
started on July 22, 1976 
under the Shimla Agree-
ment that settled the 
1971 war between the 
two nations.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, 
run down, even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters carrying 
abusive/ indecorous language and personal 
attacks, except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper (who are 
fair game), will have to be ignored. Letters 
which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Suicides, Still Unaddressed
Awareness camps won’t suf-
fice if causes are not known

For a state having to live with the notoriety of 
having one of the highest suicide rates in the 

country, Sikkim manages to shrug off its responsi-
bility towards saving lives surprisingly effectively. 
Death, due to any reason, is a very personal loss. 
But even while accepting that the norms of priva-
cy require such losses to be mourned in private, 
when the loss of life is due to suicide, a trend which 
has reached alarming levels in Sikkim, one hopes 
that better trained minds and more involved [and 
responsible] people measured up to the challenge 
and studied the incidents in more detail. Their en-
quiry, should it offer a clear explanation, will also 
point out the course corrections the society needs 
to adopt to save lives. 

This is regrettably still not happening, and 
the real danger is that given Sikkim’s small size, 
even a slight dip in the number of reported sui-
cides sees it drop from the top of the suicide rate 
list. When that happens, everyone heaves a faked 
sigh of relief that the menace has been curbed. But 
that would not be the case, because, unless clearly 
and effectively addressed, suicides will remain a 
very worrying reality irrespective of where Sik-
kim ranks on the national suicide list. The shock 
of having become the suicide capital of the nation 
did not shake things up in the regard and lives, 
across all age-groups and social strata continue to 
be lost due to what have to be avoidable reasons; 
reasons which could have been addressed provid-
ed Sikkim bothered to understand the causes, ad-
dressed it and provided the required support and 
counsel. If even the shock of a disturbing number 
of youth deciding to opt of life does not catalyse 
mediation, nothing will.

Everyone knows that untreated depression 
festers into manic levels, triggering suicidal ten-
dencies. We have known that much for a while. 
What we do not know is what triggers are pushing 
even a 9-year-old (yes, children that young have 
also committed suicide in Sikkim), or teenagers 
for that matter, to such levels of depression that 
they are committing suicide in what should be 
the most carefree age. It is no defence that teen 
or preteen suicides are rare [the last instance of a 
preteen committing suicide in Sikkim was in 2013 
and then there was one in 2009 when an 11-year-
old girl hanged herself with a school tie one after-
noon after returning from school]. 

A suicide always makes disturbing news and 
the psychological health of a State dregs low when 
a State as small as Sikkim adds ever younger peo-
ple to the list of victims. It does not take an expert 
to explain that suicides are born from depres-
sion, that much is obvious. It is no longer enough 
to be told that psychiatric counselling needs to 
be reached to more people at more places. That 
should have already happened by now. Aware-
ness camps will no longer suffice, the concerned 
agency should start investing more of its train-
ing in trying to understand and explain why 
depression is so pervasive in Sikkim and where 
Sikkim is failing, as a State and as a society, in 
trying to contain depression from turning mor-
bid and fatal. When the suicide-rate spikes in the 
Vidarbha region of Maharastra or in Andhra 
Pradesh, the reasons are known – crop failure. 
When teen suicides climb in June-July across 
the country every year, experts know the rea-
son - they blame the board exam results and 
academic pressure. 

Across the country and the world, the reasons 
prompting suicides are understood in reasonably 
clear detail and it naturally follows that efforts are 
mounted to suppress the triggers. No such enqui-
ry has been invested to understand why so many 
in Sikkim end their lives. The times are now des-
perate for a detailed analysis to be undertaken.

We talk about artistic inspiration all the time 
– but scientific inspiration is a thing too

Michael Cohen’s verbal somersault, ‘I lied, but 
I’m not a liar,’ translated by a rhetoric expert

ToM MCLeISH
theconversation.com

I don’t know why it took so long to dawn on me – 
after 20 years of a scientific career – that what 

we call the “scientific method” really only refers 
the second half of any scientific story. It describes 
how we test and refine the ideas and hypotheses 
we have about nature through the engagement of 
experiment or observation and theoretical ideas 
and models.

But something must happen before this. All of 
this process rests upon the vital, essential, pre-
cious ability to conceive of those ideas in the first 
place. And, sadly, we talk very little about this cre-
ative core of science: the imagining of what the un-
seen structures in the world might be like.

We need to be more open about it. I have been 
repeatedly saddened by hearing from school stu-
dents that they were put off science “because there 
seemed no room there for my own creativity”. 
What on earth have we done to leave this formulaic 
impression of how science works?
SCIeNCe AND PoeTRY

The 20th century biologist Peter Medawar was 
one of the few recent writers to discuss the role of 
creativity in science at all. He claimed that we are 
quietly embarrassed about it, because the imagina-
tive phase of science possesses no “method” at all. 
In his 1982 book Pluto’s Republic he points out:

“The weakness of the hypothetico-deductive sys-
tem, in so far as it might profess to cover a complete 
account of the scientific process, lies in its disclaiming 
any power to explain how hypotheses come into being.”

Medawar is equally critical of glib comparisons 
of scientific creativity to the sources of artistic in-
spiration. Because whereas the sources of artistic 
inspiration are often communicated – they “travel” 
– scientific creativity is very much private. Scien-
tists, he claims, unlike artists, do not share their 
tentative imaginings or inspired moments, but only 
the polished results of complete investigations.

The romantic poet William Wordsworth, on the oth-
er hand, two centuries ago, foresaw a future in which:

“The remotest discoveries of the Chemist, the 
Botanist, or Mineralogist, will be as proper objects 
of the Poet’s art as any upon which it can be em-
ployed, if the time should ever come when these 
things shall be familiar to us.”

Here is the need for ideas to “travel” again – 
which, if Medawar is correct, they have still failed 
to do. By and large poets still don’t write about 
science (with some notable exceptions such as R 
S Thomas). Nor is science “an object of contempla-
tion”, as the historian Jacques Barzun put it. Yet the 
few scientists who have vocalised their experience 
of formulating new ideas are in no doubt about its 
contemplative and creative essence. Einstein, in his 
book with the physicist Leopold Infeld, The Evolu-

tion of Physics, wrote:
“I am enough of an artist to draw freely upon 

my imagination. Imagination is more important 
than knowledge. Knowledge is limited. Imagina-
tion encircles the world.”

You don’t need to be a great scientist to know 
this. In my own experience I have seen mathemati-
cal solutions in dreams (one dream of a mathemat-
ical solution even coming to me and independent-
ly and identically to a collaborator on the same 

night), and imagined a specific structure of protein 
dynamics while sitting on a hillside. 

There is a large literature on “creativity” in sci-
ence, but I have found nothing that really speaks to 
the lack of discussion of scientific inspiration today 
or to the pain of lingering experiences in education 
that set sciences and the arts and humanities in 
conflicting and opposed camps.
SToRIeS oF CReATIVITY

So I set off to ask scientists I knew to narrate, not 
just their research findings, but the pathways by which 
they got there. As a sort of “control experiment”, I did the 
same with poets, composers and artists.

I read past accounts of creation in mathemat-
ics (Poincaré is very good), novel-writing (Henry 
James wrote a book about it), art (from Picasso to 
my Yorkshire friend, the artist late Graeme Will-
son), and participated in a two day workshop in 
Cambridge on creativity with physicists and cos-
mologists. Philosophy, from medieval to 20th cen-
tury phenomenology, has quite a lot to add. 

From all these tales emerged a different way to 
think about what science achieves and where it lies 
in our long human story – as not only a route to 
knowledge, but also as a contemplative practice that 

meets a human need, in ways complementary to art 
or music. Above all I could not deny the extraordinary 
way that personal stories of creating the new mapped 
closely onto each other, whether these sprung from 
an attempt to create a series of mixed-media art-
works reflecting the sufferings of war, or the desire 
to know what astronomical event had unleashed un-
precedented X-ray and radio signals.

A common narrative contour of a glimpsed 
and desired end, a struggle to achieve it, the ex-

perience of constraint and dead-end, and even 
the mysterious “aha” moments that speak of 
hidden and sub-conscious processes of thought 
choosing their moments to communicate into 
our consciousness – all this is a story shared 
among scientists and artists alike.

In my resulting book – The Poetry and Music of 
Science – I try to make sense of why science’s imag-
inative and creative core is so hidden, and how to 
bring it into the light. It’s not the book I first imag-
ined – it just wouldn’t permit a structure of sep-
arate accounts of scientific and artistic creativity. 
Their entanglements run too deep for that.

Instead there emerged three “modes” of imagi-
nation that both science and art engage: the visual, 
the textual and the abstract. We think in pictures, 
in words, and in the abstract forms that we call 
mathematics and music. It has become increasing-
ly obvious to me that the “two cultures” division 
between the humanities and sciences is an artifi-
cial invention of the late 19th century. Perhaps the 
best way to address this is simply to ignore it, and 
start talking to one another more.

[the writer is Professor of Natural Philosophy 
in the Department of Physics, University of York]

JeNNIFeR MeRCIeCA
theconversation.com

Michael Cohen, who admits to ly-
ing, also says he’s not a liar.

Can we separate what some-
one does from who they are? 
Cohen thinks we should and it 
would help us to understand 
both him and Trump better.

Cohen, Donald Trump’s for-
mer personal attorney and fixer, 
testified before Congress about 
his former client Wednesday.

Cohen claimed that he want-
ed “to correct the record” about 
his previous testimony. Cor-
recting the record now, Cohen 
hoped, would prove to the na-
tion that lying was what Cohen 
did, but not who he is.

“I have lied, but I am not a liar,” 
said Cohen. “I have done bad things, 
but I am not a bad man,” he assured 
Congress.

At issue in Cohen’s testimo-
ny, therefore, were the points of 
stasis, a Greek term used here 
to mean “points of argument.” 
Those stases centered on fact and 
quality: What happened and how 
should we judge it?

As a scholar and teacher of rheto-
ric and argumentation who is finish-
ing a book about Trump’s presiden-
tial campaign, I paid close attention 
to how Cohen explained his actions 
on Trump’s behalf to Congress.

Cohen relied on the argumentative 
strategy of dissociation – it’s not this, 
it’s that – to carefully separate his ac-
tions from his essence and Trump’s ac-
tions from Trump’s essence. 
eXoNeRATe CoHeN, IMPLICATe 
TRUMP

According to this strategy a per-
son who lies is not necessarily a liar; 
a person who does bad things is not 

necessarily a bad person.
The strategy invites audiences to 

separate the elements of an appar-
ent unity – the person who does the 
thing is the thing – so that each can 

be judged separately. By doing this, 
Cohen attempted to exonerate him-
self and implicate Trump in several 
fraudulent schemes and attempted to 
define Trump’s essence as a “racist, a 
con man, and a cheat.”

Trump called Cohen a liar when 
he tweeted – and then retweeted 
while Cohen was testifying – that 
Cohen was disbarred for “lying and 
fraud” and that he lied again in his 
testimony. Cohen is a liar who lied, it 
is his essence, claimed Trump.

Likewise, Republican lawmakers 
who questioned him rejected Cohen’s 
attempt to dissociate actions from es-
sence.

“If you’ve lied, then you are a liar,” 
Georgia Rep. Jody Hice told Cohen, in 

one of the more heated exchanges of 
the testimony.

Cohen’s testimony wasn’t just 
about his own essence, it was also 
about Trump’s essence.

“Mr. Trump is an enigma,” testified 
Cohen. “He is complicated, as am I. He 
has both good and bad, as do we all.”

Cohen explained to Congress that 
Trump’s complicated nature, like his 
own, could best be understood by 
separating Trump’s actions from his 
essence.

According to Cohen, Trump’s ac-
tions made him appear to be some-
thing that he is not. Like the Trump 
brand’s signature gilding, what was 
manifest on the outside was not what 
was on the inside. Trump’s exterior 
may glitter with gold, but according 
to Cohen, Trump does not have a 
heart of gold.

“The bad far outweighs the good,” 
said Cohen. Trump “is capable of be-

having kindly, but he is not kind. He 
is capable of committing acts of gen-
erosity, but he is not generous. He is 
capable of being loyal, but he is fun-
damentally disloyal.”

BeTWeeN ACTIoN AND 
eSSeNCe

A central issue of 
Cohen’s testimony was 
about the distinction be-
tween appearance and 
reality, between his and 
Trump’s actions and their 
respective essences.

Cohen has invited the 
nation to render two sep-
arate judgments about 
himself and about Trump. 
The nation ought to ren-
der opposite judgments, 
argued Cohen, but both 
cases ought to be decided 
based upon a person’s es-
sential character.

To make sense of Co-
hen’s testimony, the fun-
damental question is this: 
How should the actions 
of people like Trump and 

Cohen be judged?
Is a person a liar because they 

lie? Is a person kind because they ap-
pear to be kind? Should we dissociate 
the quality of the person from their 
actions? The fate of the nation may 
hang on its citizens’ ability to judge 
correctly.

“Mr. Cohen, you call Mr. Trump a 
cheat,” Kentucky Rep. James Comer 
said to Cohen during the testimony.

“What would you call yourself?” 
Comer asked.

Cohen answered: “A fool.”
Was Cohen a fool – or did he 

merely act foolishly?
[the writer is Associate 

Professor of Communication, 
Texas A&M University]
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FIeldwork  REflEctIoNS

C. K. LePCHA

If anyone was to ask our mode of 
transport while traveling across 

Myanmar, it has been the bus –
night bus to be more specific. The 
first stretch from Tamu to Manda-
lay was on a van but after that, it 
has been the trusted night bus to 
each new city we go. 

These days’ people that I know 
hardly to travel by bus because 
flight fares have gotten cheap-
er and they think it saves a lot of 
time and the unnecessary hassle 
of traveling by road. But for me, 
being stationed in Shimla means 
I take the night bus from Delhi to 
Shimla and back every time I have 
to travel out of state. So, my long 
standing affair with night buses is 
at a place where I can’t live with or 
live without.  

But traveling by night buses 
in Southeast Asia has taught me 
to save both time and money. Air 
travel within the country is slightly 
more expensive in Myanmar than 
in India so we have taken the night 
bus journey like that’s the only way 
to travel from one city to another. 

There are certain perks start-
ing with the fact that bus fares are 
usually very affordable and can be 
bought easily. Secondly, night bus 
travel means we sleep on the bus 
and actually gain a day for trav-
eling instead of when you travel 
during the day and lose out on that 
travel time too. Also, when one 
wakes up in the morning, one is 
rested and have arrived in a new 
city ready to explore. Thirdly, we 
save money for the night’s halt at 
a hotel which we could use for an-
other city that we could squeeze 
in between. So it’s a win-win situ-

ation when you have limited time 
and want to maximize your trip in 
a new country.

These VIP buses in Myanmar 
are large buses somewhat like 
those Volvo buses one finds with 
the Himachal Transport. It is usu-
ally clean and comfortable to be-
gin with as the bus steward hands 
you a kit with a small toothbrush, 
toothpaste and face towels. The 
steward himself is neatly dressed 
and converses with tourists in his 
modest English. There is usually a 
TV or two on the bus but most peo-
ple request it to be switched off. At 

one time, the bus was playing an 
episode of the Jodha Akbar dra-

ma series and the only ones who 
seemed to enjoy was the steward 
and the driver. This also tells us of 

the Bollywood craze in Southeast 
Asia and how we as Indians do not 

realize our influence 
in these filmy affairs 
because the farther 
one travels east, our 
Hindi serials gets 
dubbed in different 
Southeast Asian lan-
guages.

While one may 
not find time to in-
teract with local 
people on these bus 
rides, the driver usual-
ly stops for food/ bath-
room break at these local 
joints that provides ample 
opportunity to observe and 
even make conversation with 
the Burmese people. These stops 
are fun because you can choose 
from the local food, local snacks, 
local fruits that is available and if 
you don’t want any of those, the bus-
es are quite a sight to catch too.

Parked in the front lot of the 
restaurants, one can see the amount 
of artwork that has gone in design-
ing the VIP buses. When we hurried-
ly got on the bus, we did not realize 
that our bus was ‘The Grand Canyon’ 
complete with silhouetted cowboys 
and the setting sun. There was one 
with Mt. Fuji and sakura while other 

bus-
es had 
hippie vibes 
along with Disney and Hollywood 
hits. The painting on these buses re-
minded me of South Asian trucks but 
the bus paintings were slightly differ-
ent. It was more contemporary and 
attractive. It felt a little like jumping 
from one movie set to another be-
cause each bus had its own theme. 
So no two buses were the same and it 
was an easy indicator for passengers 

to find their buses I hope. 
It was perhaps also a way to cov-

er up for the Myanmar roads that 
seemed to carry a few too many pot 
holes and rough riding across the 
country. While we may be wrong in 
judging the roads and infrastructure 
of the country, my friend rightly put 
what I was thinking, “we may have 
better roads, but Myanmar defi-
nitely has better buses than India”. 

VIP Buses in 
Myanmar 
Roads

RoNGNYoo LePCHA,

The British came to India to expand their col-
onies, looking for riches they could add to 

their treasury and labourers who could work 
at cheaper rates. The relationship between the 
two countries was one of exploitation, the for-
mer a parasite who only fed on the nutrition 
of the latter and took all that it wanted for 200 
years. There is no denying that they brought 
with them various opportunities and develop-
ment but they took more much more than what 
they offered. As they grew their roots in India 
they had to face many problems one of which 
was the heat. The British wanted an escape 
from the harsh Indian summer and luckily for 
them the country provided just the right abode 
in Darjeeling. The British found refuge in these 
hills where the cool mountain breeze would 
calm their scorched souls. These hills would be 
used as summer homes for the colonizers one 
of which became known as ‘The Queen of hills’ 
and its name stuck in minds across the world 
famous for its world renowned tea.

Continuously shrouded in fog, Darjeeling 
seemed hidden from the rest of the world and 
for those who could get into this misty land 
would be spellbound by its beauty. The view of 
Mt. Kanchenjunga on a clear day is magic to the 
eyes, the boulevard of rhododendrons mark 
the onset of spring and in the autumn wild 
sunflowers smiling along the tea gardens are a 
feast to the eyes as one climbs up to Darjeeling. 
The hills light up during the tourist season as 
people from far and near come to consume the 
scenic splendours Darjeeling has to offer. The 
snow clad mountains, old British heritage are 
always the favourites. With time the town has 
grown more than its capacity as the cluster of 
houses began to grow and the natural resourc-

es began to shrink including the most import-
ant one that was water. Now water is available 
only on wooden carts in buckets of blue yellow 
and white held by men to be sold.

The town as Parimal Bhattacharya 
states in his book No Path in Dar-
jeeling is Straight: Memories 
of a Hill Town, grew out of 
“the need to escape from 
the uncertainty of life” 
came looking for 
jobs secure homes 
that would build a 
strong foundation 
for their children 
and in best never 
ending race people 
gave their own to 
make a living.

Despite its un-
measurable beau-
ty the place has seen 
much darker days.  It has 
seen streets ablaze by its 
own people and heard screams 
of justice. It has seen red on the 
streets for those who were sacrificed in the 
dogmatic clashes. For months there was noth-
ing except silence but an echo that constant-
ly haunts the people, a demand for separate 
recognition. The struggle to deviate and form 
a separate identity has been going on since a 
very long time but people have been constant-
ly laid waste to disappointment. Landslides 
snatched away life turning them into nothing 
but rebels. With all this chaos underneath the 
cloak of the mists led to many changes and as 
contact among communities increased the cul-
tures diluted.

In my 
quest for ma-
terials and 
objects, I was 
met by the 
most memo-
rable experi-

ences. Though 
many assume 

that the Lepcha 
culture of Darjeel-

ing has been diluted 
on a rapid rate, there are 

still many cultural pockets 
that are alive and operating. There 

are still families worshiping the mountains on 
a daily basis when most of us have already ad-
opted Buddhism and its deities. There are his-
tories that are written and there are the ones 
that are not but still remembered at heart.

Memories can serve a great piece of papy-
rus and events as inks engrave the pieces of 
histories collected every day, and what better 
way to reignite these memories than to trav-
el to places these histories originated. Here 
there are places hidden in plain sight carrying 
the treasure of the old gods. At the bottom of 
Dhajea Busty near the border to Mirik lays 
Jey Dum a treasure box made of stone sealed 
away which according to the Lepchas carries 
the treasures from Mayel Lyang and was left 
there. Who knew the story of the two major 
rivers Rongnyoo and Rangeet would contin-
ue on this part of Mayel Lyang. The treasure 
chest is believed to be left there by the daugh-
ter of Rongnyoo and Rongeet as she too like 
her mother and father wanted to explore the 
plains and for her journey she carried all the 
jewelleries given by her mother Rongnyoo and 
left home. As she reached the border of Mayel 

Lyang, she realised her mistake of bringing the 
valuable jewelleries, so she left it at the bor-
der of Mayel Lang and continued her journey.  
A little further Suhu-ji which today is known 
as cap dhunga as it looks like nature’s cap. The 
view of Namsoong Partam was a memorable one, 
Kurseong sitting right above it on the right was Mir-
ik and on the Left was Darjeeling town and in the 
middle sits a huge plain ground where the Lepchas 
used to celebrate Namsoong (yearly celebration 
on the advent of new year) today just used for pic-
nics and an annual small scale. Though the scale is 
smaller the effort is still exists and until this contin-
ues there is light at the end of the tunnel.  

All these stories are still alive in the memo-
ries of the people. With the problem of finding 
a space in Darjeeling, the Lepcha night schools 
are still operating within homes as some are 
generous enough to provide a space and sup-
porting those willing to learn. Dokemoo Lee 
(Lepcha traditional house) are being rebuilt 
one recently built is at Dhajea Busty which 
also acts as a homestay for tourists. Change in 
inevitable but the willingness to learn and pre-
serve are important. If we look closely  every 
culture living in close vicinity with each other 
has some characteristic borrowed for the oth-
er and vice versa, the Lepchas are no different 
it’s just the level varies from place to place 
depending on the situations that were appro-
priate for contact. The idea of conservation is 
a recent one rose out of the need to protect the 
coming generation from oblivion, it always has 
been and will be for the future and the gener-
ations to come that people work hard. As long 
as the willingness and the effort to learn is still 
alive among the conscience of people the cul-
ture is certain to survive.

[the writer is a PhD Scholar, Department 
of Anthropology, Sikkim University] 

Materials and Memories 
in darjeeling Hills

Manipur 
to increase 
monthly 
pension 
for retired 
journalists
Imphal, Mar 2 (PTI): 
The Information and 
Public Relation Minister 
of Manipur Th Bishwa-
jit Singh Saturday said 
the process to increase 
the monthly pension for 
retired journalists and 
ex-gratia for families of 
the deceased scribes is 
underway.

A cabinet memo re-
garding this has been 
prepared as well, Singh 
said in the assembly, 
while responding to a 
query raised by a legisla-
tor, O Surjakumar.

“The cabinet will soon 
pass the welfare scheme 
despite being delayed 
due to some obstacles,” 
Singh said.

He told the assem-
bly that at present the 
monthly pension for re-
tired journalists is Rs 
4,000 and it will be in-
creased to Rs 10,000.

The family pension 
(for families of the de-
ceased journalists) will 
be increased from Rs 
2,000 to Rs 5,000 per 
month, Singh said.

Singh also said that 
the one time ex-gratia for 
families journalists, who 
died in unfortunate inci-
dents, will be increased 
from Rs 2 lakh to Rs 5 
lakh.

The retirement age of 
journalists in the state is 
60 years, officials said.
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ATK hope to finish on high against inform Delhi
Kolkata, Mar 2 (PTI): 
Their qualifying hopes 
dashed, two-time former 
champions ATK will look 
to conclude their cam-
paign on a winning note 
when they face an in-
form Delhi Dynamos in 
the Indian Super League 
here Sunday.

ATK suffered a crush-
ing 1-3 defeat to Mum-
bai City at home for 
their second successive 
loss and sixth overall to 
be eliminated from the 
playoff race.

For a brief period, af-
ter the season resumed 
in January, it looked as 
if ATK had completely 
turned things around.

With the signing of 
Edu Garcia, ATK looked 
like a potent threat, pick-
ing up an impressive 2-1 
against Jamshedpur FC 
earlier this month.

However, dropping 
points at FC Pune City and 
then losing 0-3 at FC Goa 
meant they were back 
in the elimination zone 

before Mumbai complet-
ed the formalities in the 
previous match. Under 
tremendous pressure, 
it would be interesting 
to see how ATK coach 
Steve Coppell manages 
the team against the re-
surgent Dynamos, who 
are on a six-match un-
beaten run.

“Who knows wheth-
er or not I’ll be here next 

season. It’s not my de-
cision. We still have one 
game left this season.”

“The league will get 
more demanding so 
you need more good 
players who are resil-
ient and have the abil-
ity to win games.

“We haven’t been 
consistent enough this 
season and I didn’t 
feel our balance of the 

squad wasn’t there,” 
the Englishman said 
reflecting on another 
trophy-less season.

The visitors who start 
at the eighth place, three 
points behind no 6 ATK 
however are fresh from 
their spectacular back to 
back wins over Bengalu-
ru FC and Pune City in a 
six-match unbeaten run.

Having spent their 

first 11 matches in the 
competition without a 
single win, the Dynamos 
have found their mojo 
back but it’s too little for 
them as they also are out 
of the playoff race and 
have two matches left in 
the season.

The highlight of their 
season came during their 
outing against Bengaluru 
as the Lions came from 
behind to beat the table 
toppers 3-2.

On the attacking 
front, Delhi have the abil-
ity to cause problems 
with the likes of Ulises 
Davila and Lallianzuala 
Chhangte in their ranks.

Indian youngster 
Daniel Lalhlimpuia made 
a big impact against Ben-
galuru with a brace and 
will be hoping for yet an-
other fine show against 
the home team ATK.

In defence, Gianni 
Zuiverloon and Mar-
ti Crespi will be tasked 
with keeping the likes of 
Kalu Uche, Garcia at bay.

Bengaluru FC sign Alex 
Barrera on short-term deal

Bengaluru, Mar 2 
(PTI): Bengaluru FC 
have signed midfielder 
Alejandro ‘ lex’ Barrera 
Garc a, the Indian Super 
League club announced 
on Saturday.

The 27-year-old mid-
fielder joins on short-
term deal till the end 
of the season replacing 
Australian Erik Paartalu 
who has been ruled out 
of action since picking up 
an injury against Chen-
naiyin FC on February 9.

“Losing Erik Paartalu 
ahead of games that will 
decide the season for 
us has been a big blow. 
He was crucial in our 
midfield and his win-
ning character helps 
us in the tough games. 
But we have to accept 
the circumstances and 
move on.

“In Alex we have a 
temporary replacement 
who brings with him ex-
perience and physicality 

in the middle of the pitch. 
We are sure he will help 
us as we enter the home 
stretch,” said Blues’ head 
coach Carles Cuadrat.

The midfielder, who 
will be plying his trade 
outside Spain for the 
first time, said he was 
upbeat about the oppor-
tunity to take the field 
for the Blues.

“Since I was playing 
regularly before coming 
to India, I am fit and want 
to get onto the field as 
soon as possible. I want 
to work with the team 
and the players to get 
comfortable with all the 
boys quickly,” said Barre-
ra after completing for-
malities.

Barrera becomes the 
sixth Spaniard at the 
club this season and be-
lieves the presence of 
fellow countrymen in the 
side will help him set-
tle quicker ahead of the 
play-offs.

Inter get Champions League 
jitters with Cagliari loss

Paris, Mar 2 (AFP): Inter 
Milan’s hopes of enjoying 
an untroubled run into 
the Champions League 
next season suffered a 
setback with a shock 2-1 
defeat at Cagliari.

Inter remain in third 
place but can slip to 
fourth -- and the last 
automatic qualifying 
spot for the Champions 
League -- if city rivals AC 
Milan see off Sassuolo at 
the San Siro on Saturday.

Should fifth-placed 
Roma defeat Lazio on 
Saturday, then they will 

go level with Inter on 47 
points. Inter, still with-
out unsettled striker and 
skipper Mauro Icardi, 
slipped a goal down in 
Sardinia on Friday after 
31 minutes when Luca 
Ceppitelli headed home.

Lautaro Martinez lev-
elled with another head-
er seven minutes later 
from a cross by former 
Cagliari player Radja 
Nainggolan.

But with half-time 
approaching, Leonardo 
Pavoletti restored his 
team’s lead with a smart 

volley. Cagliari could 
have heaped further mis-
ery on Inter in stoppage 
time at the end of the 
game but Nicolo Barella 
missed a penalty kick.

Friday’s result repre-
sented another twist in a 
rollercoaster season for 
Luciano Spalletti’s side.

After defeats to To-
rino and Bologna, Inter 
then put together back-
to-back wins over Par-
ma and Sampdoria be-
fore being held to a 3-3 
draw at Fiorentina after 
having led 3-1.

Kane at the double 
in NZ’s record 715-6 
against Bangladesh

Hamilton (New Zea-
land), Mar 2 (AFP): New 
Zealand’s first innings 
record 715 for six, in-
cluding a double century 
from Kane Williamson, 
put them in total control 
of the first Test against 
Bangladesh after three 
days on Saturday.

New Zealand’s huge 
total gave them their 
biggest ever first in-
nings lead of 481 and by 
stumps, with two days 
remaining, Bangladesh 
were 174 for four, still 
307 behind.

On an explosive day 
of batting in which 438 
runs were scored, Tamim 
Iqbal gave Bangladesh a 
flying start to their reply 
as they raced to 88 with-
out loss.

But when Neil Wag-
ner’s relentless barrage 
of bouncers captured the 
wicket of Shadman Iqbal 
for 37, it quickly became 
126 for four.

Mominul Haque and 
Mohammad Mithun 
barely registered and 
Tamim was caught be-
hind for 76.

The opener ducked 
under a Tim Southee 
bouncer but left his bat 
held high with the ball 
ricocheting off the peri-
scope into the gloves 
of BJ Watling. Soumya 
Sarkar on 39 with Mah-
mudullah on 15 held the 
innings together for 13 
overs through to stumps.

New Zealand skipper 
Williamson resumed 
the day on 93 and calm-
ly worked his way to 
his 20th century, the 
most by a New Zealand-
er, and in his 71st Test 
he passed 6,000 runs 
faster and with a better 
average than any of his 

countrymen.
At the other end, Neil 

Wagner and Colin de 
Grandhomme pounded 
the bowling as New Zea-
land piled on 264 runs 
from 45 overs and went 
25 runs passed their pre-
vious best 690 against 
Pakistan in 2014.

Mehidy Hasan, while 
he bagged two wickets, 
bore the brunt of the as-
sault and finished with 
the most expensive Test 
figures ever for Bangla-
desh of two for 246 from 
49 overs.

Pre-lunch, William-
son was content to take a 
backseat as nightwatch-
man Wagner blazed 
away for 47 runs -- 42 
from boundaries -- in 
their 60-run stand.

It was Ebadat Hos-
sain, on debut, who made 
the breakthrough with 
his maiden Test wicket 
to deny Wagner a maid-
en fifty when he shaved 
the edge of the bat and 
wicketkeeper Liton Das 
completed the dismissal.

Big-hitting Colin de 
Grandhomme took New 
Zealand past their previ-
ous record score of 690 
with a huge six, one of 
five in his whirlwind in-
nings of 76 not out.

The foundations for 
New Zealand’s domina-
tion were laid by open-
ers Tom Latham and Jeet 
Raval with their 254-run 
partnership after Ban-
gladesh had been rolled 
in their first innings for 
234. When Williamson 
reached 100 it became 
only the 13th time in 
cricket history, and the 
second time by New Zea-
land, that the first three 
batsmen had reached 
three figures.

Novel talks of love, Great Bengal 
Circus and tiger woman

New Delhi, Mar 2 (PTI): 
A historical novel places 
a tragic love triangle in 
an era of patriotism, as 
the Great Bengal Circus 
becomes a metaphor for 
a frustrated social revo-
lution, while also shed-
ding a light on the first 
female trapeze player.

“Tiger Woman” by 
Sirsho Bandopadhyay 
and translated by Aruna-
va Sinha from the Bengali 
version “Shardulsun-
dori” is set in the Calcutta 
of the 1880s.

Nationalism is on the 
rise and Bengali intel-
lectuals are leading the 
protest against British 
rule in India. In this 
charged climate, ardent 
patriot Priyanath Bose 
prepares to set up the 

first Bengali circus.
Soon he discovers an 

exceptional young girl, 
Sushila, and trains her 
to be a trapeze artist. 
As the circus flourishes 
and big animal acts are 
introduced, Sushila and 
the tigers become the 
star attractions.

But the prize Sushila 
craves is unattainable, 
as Priyanath, a married 
man, is forced to reject 
her love for him. Jilted, 
she begins a relation-
ship with a fellow circus 
artiste, but he may not 
be as loyal as Sushila 
believes, and his escape 
acts are now a bigger hit 
than ‘Sushilasundari and 
the Tigers’.

Things were going 
on as usual when one 

day Fortune, the tiger, 
attacked Sushila. Her 
shoulder, neck and one 
side of the face had 
been mangled by the 
tiger’s claw.

There were deep 
gashes from the ti-
ger’s teeth, the flesh 
sliced open, streaming 
with blood.

Though Sushila sur-
vived this life threaten-
ing accident, the tiger’s 
mauling incapacitated 
her for the rest of her life. 
She did not return to the 
circus, although she did 
get a regular pension. 
She died in 1924 at the 
age of 45.

Bandopadhyay’s de-
but novel is brought out 
in English by Pan Mac-
millan India.

US freestyle 
skier Logan 
suspended 
over drug test
Los Angeles, Mar 2 
(AFP): Olympic slope-
style skiing silver medal-
list Devin Logan has been 
given a drug suspension 
after testing positive for 
the banned cannabis de-
rivative tetrahydrocan-
nabinol (THC), the Unit-
ed States Anti-Doping 
Agency said.

Logan, who won sil-
ver at the 2014 Sochi 
Olympics, blamed the 
positive test on inaccu-
rate labelling of a prod-
uct she had used before 
competing at the Copper 
Grand Prix in December, 
where the test was taken.

The 26-year-old’s six-
month suspension was 
backdated to the date of 
her drug test on Decem-
ber 7, and reduced to 
three months after she 
completed a USADA an-
ti-doping educational tu-
torial, the agency said on 
Friday. “I made a serious 
mistake and I accept that 
completely,” Logan wrote 
on Facebook.

“I was using a CBD 
(cannabidiol) product 
that I felt was helping 
me, but I trusted that the 
product did not contain 
any more than the tiny 
trace elements of THC that 
it said on the packaging.” 
After the positive test, 
however, Logan’s team an-
alysed the substance she 
had taken and discovered 
THC levels “much higher 
than labelled.”

“I know this is not an 
excuse,” she said.

“I should not have 
trusted the product and I 
want this to be a serious 
lesson for anyone using 
CBD products.

“They may have bene-
fits, but using CBD prod-
ucts comes with major 
risks and I am the proof 
of those risks.

UNSC blacklists osama 
bin Laden’s son, seen as 

successor of Al Qaida 
leader al-Zawahiri

Johnny Depp 
slaps USD 
50 million 
defamation 
lawsuit on 
Amber Heard
Los Angeles, Mar 2 
(PTI): Hollywood star 
Johnny Depp has filed a 
USD 50 million defama-
tion lawsuit against his 
ex-wife and actor Amber 
Heard for accusing him 
of domestic violence in 
an article.

According to The 
Blast, the 55-year-old 
actor’s lawsuit is his re-
sponse to Heard’s Wash-
ington Post op-ed that 
she wrote last year, in 
which she claimed to be 
a victim of abuse.

“Ms. Heard is not a 
victim of domestic abuse, 
she is a perpetrator,” says 
the suit, while calling the 
allegations against Depp 
as “hoax”.

Heard “purported to 
write from the perspec-
tive of ‘a public figure 
representing domestic 
abuse’ and claimed that 
she ‘felt the full force 
of our culture’s wrath 
for women who speak 
out’ when she ‘spoke up 
against sexual violence’,” 
Depp’s lawyers stated in 
the lawsuit.

In the op-ed, Heard, 
32, had revealed that she 
lost out on a number of 
film roles as a result of 
the “full force of our cul-
ture’s wrath for women 
who speak out”. She had 
also claimed that she re-
ceived death threats af-
ter she accused Depp of 
domestic violence.  

YoSHITA SINGH
United Nations, Mar 
2 (PTI): The UN Secu-
rity Council has desig-
nated Hamza bin Laden, 
the son of slain Al Qaida 
chief Osama bin Laden, 
under its sanctions list, 
describing the terrorist, 
thought to be based near 
the Pakistan-Afghani-
stan border, as the “most 
probable successor” of 
the group’s current lead-
er Aiman al-Zawahiri.

The UN Security 
Council’s 1267 ISIS and 
Al Qaida Sanctions Com-
mittee listed 29-year 
old Hamza bin Laden on 
Thursday, the day the 
US announced a reward 
of up to one million 
dollars for information 
about him.

Saudi Arabia also 
announced Friday it 
had revoked the citi-
zenship of Hamza bin 
Laden via a royal de-
cree in November.

A Security Coun-
cil press release said 
al-Zawahiri has an-
nounced that the Saudi 
Arabia-born Hamza bin 
Laden is an official mem-
ber of Al Qaida. Hamza 
bin Laden has called for 
followers of Al-Qaida to 
commit terror attacks. Is 
seen as the most prob-
able successor of al-Za-
wahiri, the powerful 
15-member Council said.

The sanctions list 
subjected him to a travel 
ban, assets freeze and an 
arms embargo.

An assets freeze un-
der the Sanctions Com-
mittee requires that all 
states freeze without 
delay the funds and oth-
er financial assets or 
economic resources of 
designated individuals 
and entities.

The travel ban en-
tails preventing the en-

try into or transit by all 
states through their ter-
ritories by designated 
individuals.

Under the arms em-
bargo, all states are re-
quired to prevent the 
direct or indirect supply, 
sale and transfer from 
their territories or by 
their nationals outside 
their territories, or us-
ing their flag vessels or 
aircraft, of arms and 
related materiel of all 
types, spare parts, and 
technical advice, as-
sistance, or training 
related to military ac-
tivities, to designated 
individuals and entities.

Just hours before the 
UNSC Sanctions Commit-
tee designated Hamza 
bin Laden, the US State 
Department’s Rewards 
for Justice Program an-
nounced a reward for up 
to USD 1 million for in-
formation leading to his 
identification or location 
in any country, saying he 
is emerging as a leader in 
the Al Qaida franchise.

“Since at least August 
2015, he has released au-
dio and video messages 
on the Internet calling on 
his followers to launch 
attacks against the Unit-
ed States and its Western 
allies, and he has threat-
ened attacks against the 
United States in revenge 
for the May 2011 killing 
of his father by U.S. ser-
vice members, the State 
Department said.

In January 2017, the 
State Department had 
listed Hamza bin Laden 
as a Specially Designated 
Global Terrorist, freezing 
all of his assets based in 
the United States or in 
the possession or control 
of US persons. The desig-
nation also prohibited US 
persons from engaging in 
transactions with him.
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Islamabad, Mar 2 (PTI): 
Pakistan was not under 
“pressure” or “any com-
pulsion” to release Indi-
an pilot Abhinandan Var-
thaman, Foreign Minister 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
said on Saturday, a day 
after the IAF Wing Com-
mander returned home.

India has been main-
taining that the Paki-
stani decision is in con-
sonance with the Gene-
va Conventions.

Pakistan was under 
intense pressure from 
the US, the UAE and Sau-
di Arabia to de-escalate 
the tensions with India in 
the wake of the Pulwama 
terror attack and release 
the Indian pilot.

In an interview with 
BBC Urdu, Qureshi said: 
“We wanted to convey to 
them (India) that we do 
not want to increase your 
sorrow, we do not want 
your citizens to be miser-
able, we want peace”.

Varthaman returned 
to India from Pakistan 
on Friday to a hero’s wel-
come, nearly 60 hours 
after he was captured 
following a dogfight 
when his MiG 21 was 
shot down.

Qureshi dismissed 
the notion that the cap-
tured IAF pilot was re-
leased owing to pressure 
or as a compulsion.

“Pakistan will not al-
low anti-state elements 
to risk the peace of the 
country or the region. 
We plan on taking ac-
tion against extremist 
groups,” Geo news quot-
ed him as saying.

India has repeated-
ly told Pakistan to act 
against terror groups 
operating from its soil 
and recently handed 

over dossier containing 
“specific details” of the 
involvement of the JeM 
in the Pulwama terror 
attack and the pres-
ence of camps of the 
UN-proscribed terror 
outfit in Pakistan.

“There was no pres-
sure on Pakistan to re-
lease him nor any com-
pulsion,” Qureshi told 
BBC Urdu.

He said that Pakistan 
does not want the peace 
of the region to be risked 
over politics.

“Pakistan does not 
want to go in the past, 
but if it goes in the past, 
then we will have to see 
how the attack on Par-
liament, Pathankot and 
Uri took place and that is 
a long story,” the foreign 
minister said.

Qureshi reiterated 
that if evidence is shared 
against Jaish-e-Moham-
med (JeM), then action 
will be taken. On Friday 
he admitted that JeM’s 
chief Masood Azhar was 
in Pakistan.

The IAF pilot’s re-
lease was seen as a 
major step towards de-
fusing a tense situation 
triggered by India’s 
retaliation over Paki-
stan’s continued sup-
port for terrorism.

Tensions between In-
dia and Pakistan flared 
up after a suicide bomber 
of Pakistan-based terror 
group JeM killed 40 CRPF 
personnel in Kashmir on 
February 14.

Amid mounting out-
rage, the IAF carried out 
a counter-terror opera-
tion, hitting what it said 
was a JeM training camp 
in Balakot, deep inside 
Pakistan on February 26. 
The next day, Pakistan 
retaliated with a large air 
formation, comprising 
24 fighter jets, including 
F-16s.

Varthaman was in 
one of the eight MiG-21s 
that took on the invad-
ing Pakistan Air Force 
jets and shot down an 
F-16, according to Indi-
an officials.
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US seeks information on Pakistan’s 
potential misuse of F-16s

LALIT K JHA
Washington, Mar 2 
(PTI): The US is seeking 
more information from 
Pakistan on the poten-
tial misuse of Ameri-
can-made F-16 fighter 
jets by it against India in 
violation of the end-user 
agreement, the State De-
partment has said.

The Indian Air Force 
on Thursday displayed 
parts of an AMRAAM be-
yond visual range air-to-
air missile as evidence 
to “conclusively” prove 
that Pakistan deployed 
US-manufactured F-16 
fighter jets during an 
aerial raid targeting In-
dian military installa-
tions in Kashmir after 
India’s anti-terror oper-
ation in Balakot .

Pakistan on Wednes-
day categorically said 
that no F-16 fighter jets 
were used and denied 
that one of its planes had 
been downed by the In-
dian Air Force.

“We are aware of 
these reports and are 
seeking more informa-
tion,” a State Department 
spokesperson told PTI 
when asked about report 
that Pakistan has violat-
ed end-user agreement 
with the United States 
in this week’s border 
clash with India. “Due 

to non-disclosure agree-
ments in Foreign Military 
Sales contracts, we can-
not discuss the specifics 
of end user-agreements 
contained within,” Lt Col 
Kone Faulkner, a Defense 
Department spokesper-
son told PTI.

The United States, 
which is the largest sell-
er of high-tech defence 
equipment globally, has 
a strong end-user moni-
toring agreement, and as 
a matter of practice takes 
all allegations of misuse 
of defense articles very 
seriously.

But before making 

any judgement or arriv-
ing at any conclusion, it 
needs to establish some 
facts on the ground, if there 
has been any violation by 
Pakistan to the F-16 end-us-
er agreement it signed with 
the United States.

Publicly available doc-
uments reveal that US has 
imposed nearly a dozen 
restriction on Pakistan re-
lated to its use of F-16.

During a Congressio-
nal hearing on July 20, 
2006, John Miller the 
then Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political Mili-
tary Affairs, had told law-
makers that the United 

States has “very carefully 
considered” the poten-
tial risks of the diversion 
of US technology and 
equipment.”

While the exact de-
tails of the restrictions 
were discussed in a 
closed-door session, 
and thus remains classi-
fied, Miller then broadly 
outlined some of the re-
strictions, which he said 
were over a “dozen new 
and unprecedented el-
ements” of the security 
plan for Pakistan.

Miller then told law-
makers that the security 
provisions also include 

semi-annual inventories of 
all F-16 aircraft equipment 
and munitions, including 
related technical data, and 
more frequent inventories 
for other systems.

“There is a two-man 
rule, so to speak, for ac-
cess to this equipment 
and restricted areas, and 
F-16 flights outside of Pa-
kistan or participation in 
exercises and operations 
with third nations must 
be approved in advance 
by the United States gov-
ernment,” the then top 
State Department official 
said, according to the tran-
scripts of the hearing.

At least 23 Afghan security forces killed 
in Taliban attack on US-Afghan base

Kandahar, Mar 1 
(AFP): At least 23 Afghan 
security forces were 
killed in a Taliban attack 
on a joint US-Afghan base 
in southwestern Afghan-
istan, officials said Fri-
day, as fighting contin-
ued during a pause in 
peace talks between the 
insurgents and Ameri-
can negotiators.

Details of the heavy 
toll from the hours-long 
assault on Shorab mili-
tary base -- one of the 
largest military instal-
lations in the coun-
try -- followed earlier 
claims by local and US 
officials that Afghan 
forces had successful-
ly repelled the attack, 
killing four militants.

The pre-dawn as-
sault, claimed by the Tal-
iban, saw militants en-
ter the base in Helmand 
province and engage in 
firefights with Afghan 
forces.

Hours later, Ghafoor 
Ahmad Jawed, a spokes-
man with the Ministry 
of Defence, said: “The 
operation is over -- 23 
security forces killed, 
15 injured and 20 insur-
gents killed.”

Omar Zwak -- a 
spokesman for the pro-
vincial governor -- also 
confirmed the toll, say-
ing the Taliban deployed 
at least seven suicide 
bombers who were killed 
during the fighting.

A US official told 

AFP that no Americans 
were killed or wound-
ed in the attack.

The Taliban control 
or contest more than half 
of Helmand’s districts 
and regularly deliver 
sharp blows to Afghan 
forces, who have been 
struggling to hold off in-
surgents across the war-
torn country since taking 
the lead from NATO forc-
es in late 2014.

The assault on Shor-
ab comes as US and 
Taliban negotiators in 
Doha have temporar-
ily halted peace talks, 
which are set to restart 
over the weekend.

US special envoy Zal-
may Khalilzad earlier 
this week called the 
latest meetings in the 
months-long diplomatic 
push “productive”, say-
ing the two sides “will 
take the next two days 
for internal delibera-
tions, with plans to re-
group on Saturday”.

Negotiations are be-
lieved to be progressing 
after high-level talks 
last month ended with 
a “draft framework” on 
the potential withdraw-
al of US troops and a 
pact to prevent Afghan-
istan from harbouring 
terrorists.

A New York Times 
report published Thurs-
day hinted that US forces 
could leave Afghanistan 
within five years under 
a Pentagon plan offered 

as part of a potential deal 
with the Taliban to end 
the nearly 18-year war.

The US has also 
pushed for a ceasefire 
and the opening of a di-
alogue between the Tal-
iban and the Kabul gov-
ernment -- demands that 
have been repeatedly re-
jected by the insurgents.

The Taliban were 
quick to dismiss the exis-
tence of the plan, saying 
they were unaware of 
any such proposals made 
during the negotiations.

“No talks have been 
held in the meetings 
regarding an interim 
government and elec-
tions, nor has the US 
side proposed anything 
regarding staying in 
Afghanistan for four or 
five more years,” the in-
surgents said in a state-
ment Friday.

The Afghan govern-
ment and civil society 
groups have voiced re-
peated concerns that an 
abrupt US withdrawal 
could spark an even 
bloodier civil war or a 
return to hardline Tali-
ban rule.

Heavy snowfall 
across large swathes of 
Afghanistan has led to 
a sharp reduction in vi-
olence this winter, but 
warmer weather in the 
country’s south will like-
ly spark an increase in 
bloodshed with the ar-
rival of the spring fight-
ing season.

Qureshi says Indian pilot not 
released under ‘any pressure’

UK minister signs 
extradition order for wanted 

bookie Sanjeev Chawla
ADITI KHANNA
London, Mar 2 (PTI): 
UK Home Secretary Sa-
jid Javid has ordered the 
extradition of alleged 
bookie Sanjeev Chawla 
to India to face charges of 
cricket match-fixing dat-
ing back to 2000.

The UK Home Office 
confirmed on Saturday that 
the minister had given the 
go-ahead for Chawla to be 
sent to India after West-
minster Magistrates’ Court 
had over-ruled its previous 
ruling earlier this year to 
find no bars to his extradi-
tion. Chawla, a key accused 
in the cricket match-fixing 
scandal involving former 
South African captain Han-
sie Cronje in 2000, has 14 
days from the date of the or-
der to file an application to 
seek leave to appeal against 
the order.

“On 27 February 
2019, the Secretary of State 
(Javid), having carefully 
considered all relevant 
matters, signed the order 
for Sanjeev Chawla’s extra-
dition to India,” said a Home 
Office spokesperson.

“Sanjeev Chawla is 
accused in India of match 
fixing in international 
cricket,” the spokesperson 
said. This is the second ex-
tradition order for India 
to be signed by Javid, the 
senior-most Pakistani-or-
igin minister in the UK 
Cabinet, after he ordered 
the extradition of embat-
tled liquor tycoon Vijay 
Mallya last month to face 
fraud and money launder-
ing charges amounting to 
an alleged Rs 9,000 crores 
in India.

Mallya has since filed 
an application seeking 
leave to appeal against 
the order, which is cur-
rently pending in the UK 
High Court.

It is yet to be confirmed 
if Chawla will file a similar 
application against his 
extradition order, which 
follows a long-drawn le-
gal battle since his arrest 
in June 2016. Following 

an initial extradition trial, 
Westminster Magistrates’ 
Court in London had con-
cluded in October 2017 
that while the 50-year-old 
had a prima facie case to 
answer, his human rights 
could not be guaranteed 
in Delhi’s Tihar Jail, where 
he was to be held.

This ruling was chal-
lenged in the UK High 
Court by the Crown Prose-
cution Service (CPS), argu-
ing on behalf of the Indian 
authorities. In a judgment 
handed down in the Royal 
Courts of Justice in Lon-
don in November last year, 
Lord Justice Leggatt and 
Justice Dingemans upheld 
the Indian government’s 
appeal and directed the 
District Judge at Westmin-
ster Magistrates’ Court to 
review the order against 
the 50-year-old.

The High Court judges 
accepted the assurances 
provided by the Indian gov-
ernment that the accused 
will be accommodated in 
a cell to be occupied exclu-
sively by him, with proper 
safety and security and 
complying with the per-
sonal space and hygiene 
requirements the court ex-
pects. India had also made 
further guarantees on med-
ical facilities and protection 
from intra-prisoner vio-
lence in the jail.

In January this year, 
the lower court issued 
a fresh order in favour 
of Chawla’s extradition, 
which was sent to the 
UK home secretary, who 
formally signs off on the 
order under the India-UK 
Extradition Treaty.

According to court 
documents in the case, 
Chawla is described as a 
Delhi-born businessman 
who moved to the UK on 
a business visa in 1996, 
where he has been based 
while making trips back 
and forth to India. After his 
Indian passport was re-
voked in 2000, he obtained 
a UK passport in 2005 and 
is now a British citizen. 
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Ariana Grande Sends Heartfelt Message 
to Her Fans: You Saved My Life 

Ariana Grande is sending some love to 
her loyal followers. 

In just over two weeks, the pop star will 
embark on her Sweetener World Tour, the 
highly-anticipated culmination of two back-
to-back No. 1 albums and months of hard 
work. So it only makes sense that Ariana 
confessed she was “for sure deep as f--k in 
my feelings” in a lengthy Instagram message 
posted on Friday evening. 

“i just want to say how grateful i am for 
my life, for the people in it, for the ups and 
challenges, for the laughter and the pain, for 
this music and for the lifelong friendships 
i’ve made thru making it (that includes my 
friendship with y’all),” Grande wrote. 

“i cant really fathom all that has hap-
pened over the past few years,” she continued, 
likely referencing the death of Mac Miller and 
her split from Pete Davidson, both of which 
took place within a span of weeks. “i don’t 

even really know where i’m going with this 
post but i’m just grateful to be here still. and 
excited to see you. i’m prolly gonna cry a lot.”

And as recently as a few months ago, the 
singer revealed, she wasn’t ready to get back 
on the road. 

“i told my team i wasn’t even in an okay 
enough place to tour or work at all and my 
friends, you guys and this music really saved 
my life and turned everything around,” Ar-
iana explained. “i’m still healing but i feel a 
lot lighter as of late and i think this is real-
ly going to be such a beautiful time. thank 
god we are doing this. i can’t imagine what 
else i’d do and i want you to know how 
thankful i am.”

Grande’s tour officially kicks off March 
18 in New York and continues through the 
end of July. The European leg commences 
in London on August 17 and concludes two 
months later.

Ali Fazal’s next Hollywood 
project expected to 
roll from Jan 2020

After “Victoria and Abdul”, Ali Fazal is starring in 
another Hollywood project, which is expected to 

go on floors next year.
Fazal started out in Hollywood with a cameo in 

the seventh installment of the “Fast and Furious” 
franchise before bagging the lead opposite Judi 
Dench in “Victoria and Abdul.”

“It’s a biopic, a war drama. But it’s going to take 
time. I’m very new in the market there, barely one 
film old so they have to attach big names to it in the 
other cast. That’s happening right now,” Ali told PTI.

The actor says there’s also one indie project but 
he has to wrap up his commitments here first.

“We were supposed to start the biopic by the end 
of this year but I think now it will be January 2020. 
I’ve to finish my commitments here first.”

The actor will also be shooting for Amazon Prime 
Video’s India original “Mirzapur” season two.

The first season of the show, created Puneet 
Krishna and directed by Gurmmeet Singh, featured 
an ensemble cast of Pankaj Tripathi, Ali, Vikrant 
Massey, Shweta Tripathi, Rasika Dugal, Divyendu 
Sharma and Kulbhushan Kharbanda

“The series is going further because the writing 
is not one dimensional, there are so many layers. In 
part two, the audience thinks it will be all about re-
venge but there’s so much more that will happen.

“My best wishes to ‘Sacred Games’ too because 
I’m excited about that as an audience,” he said.

On the film front, the actor will be next seen in 
Tigmanshu Dhulia’s “Milan Talkies”, scheduled to re-
lease on March 15.

Carrie Coon, Finn 
Wolfhard in talks for new 

‘Ghostbusters’ movie
Los Angeles, Mar 2 (PTI): “Stranger Things” star Finn 
Wolfhard and actor Carrie Coon are in negotiations to star 
in Jason Reitman’s new “Ghostbusters” film.

The much talked about film will see Coon and 
Wolfhard playing mother and son, sources close to 
the production told Variety.

Coon, 38, is best known for the series, “Fargo” 
and “The Sinner”. She most recently starred in Steve 
McQueen’s “Widows”.

Wolfhard, 16, is currently awaiting the release of 
season three of his smash-hit Netflix show “Stranger 
Things”. He will also reprise his role from “It” in the 
film’s upcoming sequel.

Reitman, whose directorial credits includes mov-
ies such as “Juno”, “Up in the Air” and most recently 
the political drama “The Front Runner”, had con-
firmed in January that he will be directing the latest 
installment of the famed franchise.

His 72-year-old father, Ivan Reitman, had direct-
ed the original “Ghostbuster” films which featured 
Bill Murray, Dan Aykroyd and Harold Ramis as para-
psychology professors who hunts ghosts.

The filmmaker recently came under fire on social 
media after he made the statement that he plans to 
hand over the reins of “Ghostbusters” franchise to its 
fans. Reitman had said that his take on the beloved 
franchise will be a love letter to the fans.

The 41-year-old director’s comments were seen 
as a potshot on the 2016 all-female “Ghostbusters” 
reboot that featured Melissa McCarthy, Leslie Jones, 
Kristen Wiig, Kate McKinnon, and Chris Hemsworth.

After an uproar, Reitman tweeted an apology.
“Wo, that came out wrong! I have nothing but 

admiration for Paul and Leslie and Kate and Melissa 
and Kristen and the bravery with which they made 
‘Ghostbusters’ 2016. They expanded the universe and 
made an amazing movie!” he wrote on the microblog-
ging site. Reitman’s “Ghostbusters” film will hit the 
screens on July 10 next year. He is currently writing the 
screenplay in collaboration with Gil Kenan.


