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centre wants sikkim to increase testing, 
but that is not an urgent covid-concern

Sagar Chhetri
Gangtok, 24 Nov:

National news-reports 
announcing that 

the Centre has raised 
concern over fall in 
Covid-testing rates in the 
state, while it might have 
flagged valid concerns, 
has once again highlight-
ed how health situations 
are best understood by 
the states and this cen-
tralized hand-holding 
instinct to micro-manage 
is probably not the best 
utilization of limited re-
sources.

sikkim is among the 13 
states which received a let-
ter from the Union Health 
secretary, Rajesh Bhushan, 
a few weeks back holding 
forth that “in the absence 
of sustained levels of suffi-
cient testing, it is very diffi-
cult to determine the true 
level of infection spread in a 
geography.”

The concern is valid, 
but the inference that states 
like sikkim had slackened 
on testing and that this was 

affecting Covid-contain-
ment is inaccurate. 

While calling for more 
testing is not a problem 
in itself, a letter from the 
Centre diverts attention 
and resources, and that 
can be a problem.

Admittedly, testing 
numbers have slumped in 
sikkim, but that statistic in 
itself is not an indication 
of undetected Covid in the 
community here.

For instance, in the 
episodes which had led 
to much speculation on 
WhatsApp groups here, 
even extensive testing of 
primary contacts did not 
lead to a surge of detec-
tion.

The reference here is 
to a student each testing 
positive at two schools 
in Gangtok which trig-
gered wild speculations 
in WhatsApp groups on 
how many other stu-
dents were infected.

When contacted, the 
Director General and 
secretary, Health Depart-

ment, Dr Pempa T Bhu-
tia, informed that while 
one school provided a list 
of 40 primary contacts, 
the other provided a list 
of 180 primary contacts.

When these primary 
contacts were screened 
for Covid a week after 
the feared “exposure,” 
none of them tested pos-
itive. While all 40 prima-
ry contacts of one school 
showed up for testing, of 
the 180 listed in the oth-
er school, 112 turned up 
for testing. And none of 
them tested positive.

While there can be 
many reasons why now 
infections occurred in 
these two incidents, 
the insistence on more 
testing could distract 
from other necessary 
interventions to han-
dle Covid like complete 
vaccination. sources in 
the Health Department 
inform that a 40-year-
old who succumbed to 
Covid recently had not 
taken even one vaccine 

jab even as complete vac-
cination coverage in the 
state has reached 90%. 

Doctors also inform 
that most of the hospital-
isations, especially those 
who require admission 
in ICU, is among the still 
un-vaccinated.

Meanwhile, Dr Bhut-
ia, when asked about the 
letter from the Health 
Ministry, confirmed that 
such a letter was re-
ceived, and went on to 
assure that the fall in 
testing was not because 
of reduced capacity or 
intent, but because not 
only were symptomatic 
infections low, but also 
because there was now 
increased hesitancy 
among the people to get 
tested.

After the letter, how-
ever, the Director Gen-
eral convened a meeting 
with all the Chief Medical 
Officers and directions 
issued to encourage peo-
ple to get tested.

This, however, is eas-

ier said than done, espe-
cially since even asymp-
tomatic cases come with 
containment orders. 
With the life returning 
to normal and econom-
ic activity picking up, 
people exposed to the 
virus, but not presenting 
any symptoms, will un-
derstandably not be too 
keen to get tested even if 
that is the medically ad-
visable thing to do.

The planners and 
“notification-drafters,” 
instead of worrying over 
how to get the testing 
numbers high enough to 
satisfy the Centre, could 
spend their time better 
on devising how test-
ing-positive can be made 
less inconvenient.

This will be an invest-
ment of time and resourc-
es well spent because hes-
itancy among the people 
is also affecting sikkim’s 
response to the other 
health emergency it is fac-
ing – Dengue.

3/387: Sikkim daily test 
positivity rate dips to 0.87%

Summit report
Gangtok, 24 Nov: 

sikkim’s daily test pos-
itivity rate dipped 

down to 0.87% on 
Wednesday with just 
three new cases reported 
from the testing of 357 
samples yesterday. 

As per the Daily Re-
port of COVID-19 in 
sikkim released by the 
Integrated Disease sur-
veillance Programme of 
Health Department this 
morning, while two cas-
es were reported in East 
District, the third was 
from West District.

Two of the cases 
were picked up in RT-
PCR testing of 221 sam-
ples, and one person 
tested positive in rapid 
antigen testing of 134 
samples. The state’s 
tally of confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 has now 
reached 32,179.

Even more reas-
suringly, no new Covid 
deaths were reported 
in sikkim in the past 24 
hours and the Covid toll 
here continues to hold 
at 403.

Also over the same 
24 hours, four more 
people made full re-
coveries and were dis-
charged from home 
isolation. 31,328 people 
have beaten the virus 
in sikkim and the state 
now has a recovery rate 
of 98.4%.

Meanwhile, of the 
114 active Covid cas-
es in the state, 13 are 
with symptoms severe 

enough to require hos-
pitalisation and five 
of them are in the ICU. 
There is no under-18 
year old Covid patient in 
hospital at present.

On the vaccination 
front ,  791 people re-
ceived their Covish-
ield jabs in sikkim 
on Tuesday, of whom 
750 completed their 
vaccination schedule 
with the second dose 
and 41 received their 
first shot .  89.95% 
[4,65,076 people] of 
sikkim’s adult pop-
ulation is now fully 
vaccinated against the 
virus.

architects of Sikkim to continue dialogue on 
architecture and urbanism with Gangtok 2021

Summit report
Gangtok, 24 Nov: 

Architects of sikkim, 
an organisation, as 

the name suggests, of 
sikkim-based practic-
ing architects, has an-
nounced plans to organ-
ise the third edition of its 
decadal event, Gangtok 
2021, billed as a platform 
for people to dialogue 
on how Gangtok can be 
made a better place to 
live and work in. 

Gangtok 2021, As 
informs, will feature a 
series of exhibitions, 
workshops and conver-
sations for residents on 
the architecture and ur-
banism of Gangtok and 
its present and future. 
The event is scheduled to 
be held from 04 to 12 De-
cember. The first edition 
of “Gangtok” was held 
in 2001, and the next in 
2011.

Addressing a press 
conference here on 
Wednesday, As coordi-
nator Upendra Gurung 
explained that the exhi-
bition and workshop will 
address the need for peo-
ple to hold healthy con-
versations on how Gang-
tok can be made better in 
light of the rapid urban-
isation that the capital is 
undergoing. 

About Gangtok 2021, 
he informed that the ex-
hibition will be hosted 
at the District Control 
Room at MG Marg where 
some of the government 
projects coming up in 
Gangtok will be show-
cased in collaboration 
with the Urban Develop-
ment Department, Build-
ings & Housing Depart-
ment and Gangtok smart 
City project. 

He added that this 
exhibition also gather 

public feedback on the 
projects. 

The same venue 
would also host an ex-
hibition in collaboration 
with Gangtok Municipal 
Corporation of the IEC 
on blueprint applications 
and building bye-laws 
and other related infor-
mation.

The statue of Unity 
complex will, in turn, 
host an exhibition on 
ideas and proposals for 
possible public projects 
and infrastructure de-
signed by practicing ar-
chitects and their firms. 

He added that this 
exhibition will share 
ideas and projects of lo-
cal architects and project 
their competence and 
capability to take up big 
projects. 

Also at the same ven-
ue will be an exhibition 
on Traditional Archi-

tecture of sikkim along 
with a display of selected 
works of sikkim’s archi-
tects and their firms and 
an interactive cultural 
mapping of Gangtok.

Mr Gurung men-
tioned that workshops 
to be held from 10 to 12 
December will be the 
other highlights of the 
event and provide space 
for open discussions on 
sikkimese architecture 
- its conception, inter-
pretation, relevance and 
future. 

Likewise, a two-day 
intensive workshop that 
seeks to understand pub-
lic aspirations about the 
city and strategize with 
a group of resource per-
sons to work on a road-
map will also be held on 
11 and 12 December, he 
added. 

He informed that the 
event will have experts 

from Bhutan, Nepal and 
Delhi. 

He mentioned that 
the outcome of work-
shop will shared with the 
people for their feedback 
which will then be pre-
sented to the concerned 
authorities.

satellite events are 
also planned from 04 
to 12 December. These 
include a photography 
competition in col-
laboration with The 
Confluence Collective 
and prose and poetry 
competition in collab-
oration with Converse 
sikkim. 

Architects of sik-
kim founding members, 
Prashant Pradhan and 
sanjog Prakash Raya, in-
form that the association 
was formed by a handful 
of local practising archi-
tects 20 years back main-
ly to inform people about 

architecture and its 
importance. They men-
tioned that positive and 
encouraging feedback 
was received in 2001 and 
2011 and received posi-
tively by the government 
as well. 

They also stressed 
the need to hold dis-
cussions and dialogue 
with stakeholders on 
government proposals 
and master-plans. The 
association has been try-
ing to play the role of a 
mediator to this process 
through this event, they 
added.
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Week-long paddy harvesting 
Festival concludes in toyang

Gyalshing, 24 Nov 
[ipr]: The week-long 
Paddy Harvesting Fes-
tival 2021, organised at 
Toyang under Yangthang 
constituency in West sik-
kim concluded on a high 
with the spirit of farming 
practices and traditional 
cultural events today. 
Agriculture Minister Lok 
Nath sharma graced the 
occasion as chief guest 
accompanied by Minister 
Bhim Hang subba, who 
is also the area MLA, as 
the guest of honour. The 
programme also had the 
presence of Advisors, 
Chairpersons, Pancha-
yats, secretary Agricul-
ture Rinzing C Bhutia, 
secretary AH&Vs Dr 
sangey D. Bhutia, Princi-
pal Director Horticulture 
Sadan Tamang, officials, 
farmers and others.

On the occasion, both 
the Ministers came for-
ward to take part in “Ku-
new phorney/ Dahin” 
exercise along with the 
farmers.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Minister sharma 
congratulated Yangthang 
constituency for organiz-
ing such a unique paddy 
harvest festival and set-
ting an example for pro-
motion of farming prac-
tices in traditional tune.

He detailed govern-
mental initiatives accom-

plished under the leader-
ship of the Chief Minister 
and mentioned that the 
ruling government has 
given utmost priority to 
agriculture and livestock 
farming sectors for sus-
tainable upliftment of ru-
ral population.

He informed that the 
state government recent-
ly accorded approval to 
provide 35% subsidy in 
fisheries sector under its 
skill startup scheme. 

Further, he highlight-
ed fisheries potential of 
the locality and informed 
that, at least 19 families 
from the constituen-
cy were benefited with 
Intensive Carp Farm-
ing and Raceway Trout 
Farming.

He also highlighted 
financial benefits of Pro-
duction Incentive being 
provided under ‘Mukhya-
mantri Krishi Atmanir-

bhar Yojana’ and urged 
departmental official 
and all concerned to give 
priority in transforming 
the society by promoting 
agriculture and livestock 
farming.

He also highlighted 
financial incentives in 
Dairy and Piggery sec-
tors under ‘Mukhya 
Mantri Pashudhan sam-
ridhi Yojana’ and elabo-
rated provision of subsi-
dy under ‘Mukhya Man-
tri Matshya Utpadan 
Yojana’, Development 
Through Credit and 
other farmer friendly 
schemes. Minister shar-
ma also touched upon  
provision of 50 percent 
subsidy under ‘National 
Livestock Mission’. 

He also recalled gov-
ernmental initiatives 
taken up for the sanskrit 
teachers in recent years, 
launching of sikkim Ad-

hoc Teachers Regularisa-
tion Policy 2021 and ‘sik-
kim Garib Awas Yojana’.

The organizing com-
mittee also felicitated 
both the ministers, vol-
unteers and  individuals 
for their contributions 
to succeed the event. 
Birkhaman Limboo was 
also honoured for laud-
able role in transforming 
large area of barren land 
into cultivable land in the 
locality.

During the pro-
gramme, over one hun-
dred farming house-
hold received agricul-
tural tools and farming 
machines including 
power tiller, fabricat-
ed green house, water 
harvesting Genap Tank, 
Water Harvesting Flexi 
Tank, Pulverizer Ma-
chine, Knapsack spray-
er Machine, HDPE Pipe,  
Chaff cutter, Goattery, 

sheep, poultry farming, 
Intensive Carp Farming, 
Trout Culture in Raceway 
etc.

The programme also 
saw colourful tradition-
al cultural performanc-
es and traditional stalls. 
The final match of the 
volleyball tournament 
was also played between 
Kyongsa Youth Club -A 
and super 6, 7th Mile, 
won by former and lifted 
the winning trophy along 
with cash award.

Earlier, Chairman 
sIDICO, Janak Gurung, 
who was also the patron 
of organizing commit-
tee, proposed welcome 
address and the Addi-
tional Political secretary 
to CM (West) Madhu su-
dan sharma presented 
thanks note to down the 
curtain of  seven days 
long Paddy harvesting 
festival 2021.

Lok Sabha MP attends 
Futsal gold Cup at Yuksam

pritam Lama
Yuksam, 23 Nov:

The sports depart-
ment is preparing a 

futsal ground in every 
Government school, said 
Lok sabha MP, Indra 
Hang subba, today while 
addressing the gathering 
at Futsal Gold Cup tour-
nament in Yuksam, West 
sikkim.

Mr subba was the 
chief guest of the 10th 
day of the tournament 
which has 45 teams 
participating. The tour-
nament is being organ-
ised by Friends Forever 
sporting Club Yuksam.

Mr subba highlighted 
the initiatives of the state 
government in the sports 
sector and criticized the 
previous government for 
failing to bring develop-
ment in the state.

Futsal Association 
of sikkim president, Re-
mon Chettri, who is also 
a sports medicine expert, 

attended the function as 
guest of honour.

Mr Chettri appreciat-
ed the efforts of Yuksam 
Friends Forever sporting 
Club in organising the 
first futsal Gold Cup in 
the state.

An exhibition futsal 
match was also held be-
tween sKM sports wing 
led by sikkim Lok sabha 
MP, Indra Hang subba 
and Yuksam veterans 
wherein the sKM sports 
wing won the match.

Remon Chettri was 
also felicitated on the 
day while the organising 
committee also felicitat-
ed MP Indra Hang subba 
for his support.

Organising Commit-
tee general secretary, so-
nam Chewang Bhutia in 
his key-note address said 
that this event is being 
organised with an aim to 
provide proper platform 
for young talents and en-
gage them in sports.

Dr Bhutia, when 
asked about the degree 
of hesitation among the 
people, informed that 
people are hesitating to 
come for dengue testing 
to government hospitals 
since their samples are 
screened for other ail-
ments at the same time, 
including Covid. 

What people develop-
ing Dengue symptoms are 
doing instead are going to 
private testing labs and 
getting screened on for 
dengue to avoid chance 
detection of Covid.

Dr Bhutia does not, 
however, dismiss the ne-
cessity for wider testing 
and agrees that this was 
required to get a prop-
er idea on the spread of 
the virus in sikkim. The 
Department makes reg-
ular appeals to people to 
get tested, and especial-
ly encouraging primary 
contacts to do so. Con-
tact tracing is working 
well for institutions [like 
schools] which maintain 
and share proper records, 
and in such instances, as 
was seen in the case to 
two schools in Gangtok, 
extensive testing is also 
conducted.

That said, the lower 
number of testing in sik-
kim is not a real concern 
since test positivity and 
hospitalisation are very 
low in sikkim. Today for 
instance, only three of 
387 samples screened 
in the past 24 hours re-
turned positive for Covid 
giving sikkim a daily test 
positivity rate of 0.87%.

Of the 114 people who 
are still positive for Covid 
in sikkim, only 13 are 
with symptoms severe 
enough to require hospi-
talisation.

centre wants sikkim...

Workshop organised on moma initiatives 
Namchi, 24 Nov [iPR]: 
A workshop on Initiative 
of Ministry of Minori-
ty Affairs (MOMA) was 
organised in joint coor-
dination with Primitive 
Tribe Welfare Board, so-
cial Justice, Government 
of sikkim at NMC Confer-
ence Hall, Namchi, today.

The program was at-
tended by Chairperson, 
Primitive Tribe Welfare 
Board, Chewang Norbu 
Lepcha. He was accom-
panied by Additional Di-
rector KL Lepcha, Prim-
itive Tribe Board Mem-
ber Nomi Lepcha, skill 
Development Research 
Person Jaganath shar-
ma, Panchayats from 10 
GPUs under Namchi BAC, 
WI (MOMA) Division 
Gyalsten Wongdi Lepcha, 

Institute Nodal Officer.
Additional Director 

KL Lepcha, in his ad-
dress, highlighted the 
various schemes of Prad-
han Mantri Jan Vikash 
Karyakram (PMJVK) 
under which 80% of the 
resources can be utilised 
for projects related to 
Education, Health & skill. 

He informed that 
Minority Concentrated 

Blocks (MCB) can be de-
veloped by creating so-
cio-economic infrastruc-
ture, providing basic 
amenities and ensuring 
holistic development of 
the minority communi-
ties. 

He also reflected 
about Minority schol-
arship schemes like 
Post Matric scholarship 
to students belonging 

to Minority students, 
Pre-matric scholarship 
to students belonging to 
Minority students, Merit 
cum Means based schol-
arship students belong-
ing to Minority students.

Gyalsten Wongdi 
Lepcha, WI Headquar-
ter, spoke about the 
technical  issues and 
process for applying  
Minority scholarship 
schemes through Na-
tional scholarship Portal 
(NsP) www.scholarship-
gov.in. 

He also informed 
about the roles and re-
sponsibilities of Institu-
tional Nodal Officer at 
school or institutional 
level. He also highlight-
ed about various schol-
arship schemes like 

Pre-Matric and Post-Ma-
tric scholarship for sT, 
sC, OBC, & EBC(Econom-
ically Backward Class) 
through state portal 
website-

w w w . s o c i a l w e l -
farescolarship.sikkim.
gov.in. 

He further informed 
that the last date of sub-
mission of the form is 
30th November 2021 
which can be extended 
for a week.

Jaganath  sharma 
informed about the var-
ious skill Development 
schemes being initiated 
by Central Government.

It may be mentioned 
here that the same pro-
gram was conducted si-
multaneously at Ravang-
la BAC, today.

Awareness on livestock 
rearing by ICAR-KVK East

Summit report
Gangtok, 24 Nov: 

ICAR-KVK East sikkim 
organized an aware-

ness programme on 
“Profitable Livestock 
and Poultry Rearing”  
for doubling farmers’ 
income on 23 Nov at Be-
yong-Phegyong Gram 
Prasasan Kendra as part 
of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahot-
sav celebration, a press 
release informs. 

The programme was 
attended by Joint Direc-

tor, ICAR, sikkim Centre, 
Tadong, Dr R Laha,  Pan-
chayat President, Kesang 
Tamang and other Pan-
chayat members of the 
GPU. 

About 30 farm-
ers from Tirkutam, 
sangkhola, Tsha-
lumthang, Beyung 
and Zinglamasha 
wards of the GPU 
were given hands-on 
training on scientific 
livestock management 
during the programme.

Demonstration on bee-keeping at tashiding

Summit report
Gangtok, 24 Nov:

Demonstration on transferring bee 
from traditional to a movable frame 

hive was conducted under the NEC 
fund for the year 2020–21 by District 
Collectorate PIA, KVK, West sikkim 

at Tashiding, West sikkim, today. Re-
source person KVK scientist, JP Dulal, 
and Tech Helper, scientist KVK West, 
Bijay Biswakarma, BDO, Garap Dor-
jee Bhutia, PI, Bs subba and about 50 
progressive beekeepers attended the 
program.

Agri Minister chairs meeting 
on Krishi Mela in Melli

Namchi, 23 Nov (iPR): 
Minister, Agriculture, 
Horticulture and Animal 
Husbandry and Veteri-
nary services, Lok Nath 
sharma held a meeting 
with the departmental 
official of South District 
with regard to organize 
‘Krishi Mela-cum-distri-
bution Program’ in Melli 
constituency today.

The meeting had 
the presence of Addi-
tional Political secre-
tary (south), Anjeeta 
Rajalim, Additional 
(Director) Animal Hus-
bandry and Veterinary 
services/(south), Dr Ar-
tha Lall Rai, Joint Direc-
tor (Horticulture), Dr 
Dikendra Bhujel, Joint 
Director (Agriculture), 
Dr Pratap subba, offi-
cials, social activists and 
others. 

The Meeting had 
detail discussion on var-
ious components to be 
included in Krishi Mela 
namely exhibition of self 
Help Groups, distribution 
of subsidised loan under 
Development Through 
Credit, Awareness gener-
ation on farmers friendly 

schemes, token distribu-
tions and many others. 
The day long programme 
has been scheduled to be 
held on 08 Dec 2021. 

Minister sharma also 
suggested official’s to 
encourage participation 
of students during the 
Krishi Mela to enhance 
their practical skills in 
farming. 

Additionally, he also 
shared that a notable 
growth is observed in 
Dairy sectors in the 
state with sharp rise in 
production of milk and 
formation of new Milk 
Producers Cooperatives 
societies. 

Dr Dikendra Bhujel, 
informed that the de-
partment has released 
around Rs 55 lakh as 
production incentives 
to over 1000 farmers 
in the first installment 
in south District under 
newly launched Mukhya 
Mantri Krishi Atmanir-
bhar Yojana. The Farm-
ers have received the 
production incentives 
of notified crops, vege-
tables and fruits through 
Direct Bank Transferred.

Free vaccination camp by 
rotary Club of Siliguri

Summit report
Gangtok, 24 Nov:

Free vaccination camp 
was organised by 

Rotary Club of siligu-
ri Metropolitan in as-

sociation with siliguri 
Municipal Corporation 
at Bright Academy, Pun-
jabipara, today where 
around 325 people were 
vaccinated. 

Court orders 
inquiry 
into police 
investigation in 
Delhi Riots case
New Delhi, 24 Nov 
[PTi]: A Delhi court has 
ordered the police to in-
vestigate whether a delib-
erate attempt was made 
to shield five men who 
were discharged in a Feb-
ruary 2020 riots case due 
to the lack of sufficient 
evidence.

Additional sessions 
Judge Virender Bhat dis-
charged five men accused 
of allegedly being part of 
a riotous mob, looting a 
medical shop and house 
of the complainant Firoz 
Khan, and taking away 
medicines and cosmetics 
worth about ₹ 22-23 lakh 
on February 25, 2020.

The judge said the 
accused were not let off 
because the incident in 
question did not happen 
or that they were falsely 
implicated but merely 
for the reason that there 
was no sufficient evi-
dence produced against 
them.

“Let the DCP North-
East District conduct 
an enquiry into the 
manner in which the 
investigation was con-
ducted by the IO in this 
case to find out wheth-
er or not there had been 
any deliberate attempt 
to shield the offenders 
and submit a report to 
this Court on the next 
date of hearing,” he or-
dered.

The sessions judge 
further noted that Firoz 
Khan was the only wit-
ness in the case who 
claimed to have identified 
the accused as assailants 
and that too from the 
photographs shown to 
him in the police station.

Cabinet approves Farm Laws Repeal Bill, 2021: Govt
New Delhi, Nov 24 
(PTi): The Union Cab-
inet on Wednesday ap-
proved a bill to repeal the 
three farm laws, which 
triggered protests at Del-
hi borders by thousands 
of farmers.

This was announced 
by I&B Minister Anurag 
Thakur after the Cabi-

net meeting chaired by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi.

Thakur said the Cab-
inet completed the for-
mality of approving the 
repeal of three laws, as 
announced by the Prime 
Minister on November 19.

The new bill will now 
be introduced in Parlia-

ment for passage in the 
upcoming Winter ses-
sion beginning Novem-
ber 29.

The repeal of these 
three legislations has 
been one of the key de-
mands of around 40 
farmer unions protesting 
against these reforms for 
nearly a year now. www.summittimes.com  

|  news@summittimes.
com  |  advertise@
summittimes.com
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Sikkim lad declared state winner 

of india@75: Youth ideathon
Summit report
Gangtok, 24 Nov:

sikkim boy Mehraj 
Pradhan’s idea of 

Army safety Gate was 
selected as the top inno-
vative idea from the state 
of sikkim for which he 
was declared state win-
ner of India@75: Youth 
Ideathon 2021, an on-
line event organized for 
students of Class 6 to 12 
by CBsE in collaboration 
with Management & En-
trepreneurship and Pro-
fessional skill Council 
(MEPsC) established un-
der Ministry of skill De-
velopment and Entrepre-
neurship. The ideathon 
intended to develop and 
build innovation and en-
trepreneurship skill in 
school students. 

Mehraj’s innovative 
idea of Army safety Gate 
is based on sensor tech-

nology which can avert 
car suicide bombing 
attack in the Army can-
tonment area as such 
incidents are repeatedly 
happening in many parts 
of India which motivat-
ed him to develop such 
technology. His idea was 
selected from amongst 
62000 ideas submitted 
by students from across 
the country who partic-
ipated in the ideathon. 
Top 125 innovative ideas 
were selected for the fi-
nal round selection pro-
cess in a 3 stage event. 

The Certificate and 
the token prize money 
was handed over to him 
in an award function held 
at IIT Delhi on 20 Nov 
2021. For the same inno-
vative idea, he was able 
to secure first position 
in Online Scientific and 
Innovative Idea Compe-

tition held on 28 January 
2021 as a part of INNO-
VO-FEsT 2021 organized 
by North Bengal science 
Centre.

Mehraj is the eldest 
son of Ashok Pradhan and 
sharmila Kri. Pradhan 
of Tarpin, Rhenock and 
is a class ten student cur-
rently pursuing his educa-
tion from st. Augustine’s 
school, Kalimpong. His in-
terest lies in Mechatronics; 
he has set-up a small lab 
in the house itself where 
he has developed several 
devices using sensor tech-
nology such as obstacle 
avoiding cars, smart stick 
for visually impaired per-
son, smart dustbin, smart 
hand-sanitizing machine, 
land mine detector, street 
light generator from the 
road speed breaker, etc. 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic lockdown.

Model Energy Efficient Village 
Campaign at Ribdi-Okhrey

Summit report
Gangtok, 24 Nov:

Power Department 
a state Designated 

Agency, Government of 
sikkim organised “Mod-
el Energy Efficient Vil-
lage Campaign” at Rib-
di-Okhrey, West sikkim, 
on 23 Nov, a press re-
lease informs. Minister 
for Power and Labour 
Department, MN sherpa 
attended the event as 
chief guest.

Senior officers 
of the Department 
P C E - c u m -s e c r e t a r y, 
Karun K Pradhan, PCE-I, 
Ganesh Chettri, Chief 
Engineer(West), Bikash 
Deokota, Additional 
Chief Engineer (West), 
BK Rai also attended 
the program. All the 
Panchyat members of 
Ribdi and Okhrey along 
with general public were 
gathered for awareness 

program on energy con-
servation.  

superintending En-
gineer-cum-Nodal Offi-
cer(sDA), Pemba Lep-
cha made the gathering 
aware about the state 
Designated Agency, Bu-
reau of Energy Efficiency 
(BEE) and shared impor-
tance of Energy Conser-
vation act 2001. 

On the occasion 
PCE-I, Ganesh Chettri 
addressed the gathering 
and highlighted various 
schemes of Power De-
partment. PCE-cum-sec-
retary, Karun K Pradhan 
congratulated the public 
of Ribdi-Okhrey for be-
ing the first Energy Effi-
cient village in the state.

The state Designated 
Agency also displayed 
First Energy Vehicle 
for the public of Rib-
di-Okhrey and shared 
the driving experience to 

the public.
The Minister in-

structed the officials of 
the department to work 
efficiently and maintain 
the quality of sanctioned 
work. Further, he urged 
all the substations to 
take all safety measures. 
He urged the public to 
utilize power judiciously.  

The Minister also 
shared about Electrical 
Appliances Loan for C&D 
categories of regular 
government employees 
for which potential bor-
rower can avail upto Rs.1 
lakh interest free loan 
from sIsCO bank for buy-
ing 5star label electrical 
appliances like refrigera-
tor, AC, TV, washing ma-
chine, etc.

Five 9 watts LED 
bulbs were given to each 
household and total 960 
households were cov-
ered in this scheme.

two-day training on packaging 
of fresh and processed Foods

Gangtok, 23 Nov (iPR): 
A two-day capacity build-
ing and training pro-
gramme on “Packaging 
of Fresh and Processed 
Foods” was conducted 
here at Animal Husband-
ry and Veterinary ser-
vices Training and Exten-
sion Hall, Gangtok today.

The programme was 
organized under Pradhan 
Mantri Formalization of 
“Micro Food Processing 
Enterprises scheme” 
(PMFME) under the aegis 
of Ministry of Food Pro-
cessing Industries, Gov-
ernment of sikkim and 
Indian Institute of Pack-
aging, Kolkata Centre. A 
total number of forty-five 
participants registered 
for the training pro-
gramme.

The (PMFME) scheme 
launched under Aatman-
irbhar Bharat Abhiyan, 
is a centrally sponsored 
scheme with an objective 
to enhance the competi-
tiveness of existing indi-
vidual micro-enterprises 
in the unorganized seg-
ment of the food process-
ing industry and to pro-
mote formalization of the 
sector and provide sup-
port to FPOs, sHGs, and 
Cooperative societies to 
add further value to their 

products through attrac-
tive packaging methods.

secretary, Commerce 
and Industries Depart-
ment, HK sharma in his 
inaugural address said 
that packaging plays a 
vital role in marketing 
the product at national 
and international lev-
el. He said that the state 
of sikkim has all the 
products but lacks the 
knowledge of packaging 
to market the product. 
The main objective of the 
two-day programme was 
training on packaging of 
sikkimese products to 
the general public of the 
state.

Various subjects 
such as principles and 
functions of Packaging 
for Fresh and Processed 

Foods, Packaging of 
Fresh Foods, Processed 
Foods and Packaging of 
fruits and vegetables. 
Live demonstration 
and screening of Video 
and Packaging Opera-
tion for Food Products 
and Packaging of Food 
Products were also dis-
played during the pro-
gramme.

The second day of 
the programme will 
include Testing and 
Evaluation of Packag-
ing Materials for Food 
Products, Thermoform-
ing- skin and Blister 
Packaging for Food 
Products of MsME En-
trepreneurs and Bar 
Coding for supply Chain 
Management and Logis-
tics. The programme is 

also scheduled to have an 
interactive session and 
distribution of training 
certificates.

The programme had 
the presence of Direc-
tor, MsME, Commerce 
and Industries De-
partment, Deputy Di-
r e c t o r - c u m - B r a n c h 
Head, Ravikumar, In-
dian Institute of Pack-
aging, Kolkata Centre, 
members from FPOs, 
Bidhan Das, sIMFED, 
Temi Tea Estate, Di-
rectorate of Hand-
loom and Handicrafts, 
spices Board, various 
Co-operative societies, 
rural and urban self-Help 
Groups, individual entre-
preneurs and individuals 
involved on food process-
ing sector.

SiCa conducts parents & 
guardians awareness meeting

Summit report
Gangtok, 24 Nov:

sikkim Cricket Associa-
tion [sICA] conducted 

an awareness program/
meeting for the parents 
and guardians of cricket 
players and children of 
sikkim. 

A sICA press release 
informs that the parents 
and guardians from all 
districts of sikkim were 

invited to Gangtok for a 
meeting wherein they 
were apprised of the 
camps that are being 
conducted by sICA at 
Rangpo sikkim Crick-
et Ground from 01 Dec, 
2021 till 02 Jan, 2022 for 
U-16 boys of the state. 

The floor was kept 
open for any sugges-
tions, especially for fam-
ilies who live in remote 

areas of sikkim as it is a 
challenge to keep them 
informed regarding the 
various activities that 
are regularly being con-
ducted. 

“We hope that such 
interactions will help 
bridge the gap if any and 
improve information 
sharing and communi-
cation,” the release men-
tions. 

Falcon FC and Xi-Batch police in 
finals of Futsal Gold cup in Yuksam

pritam Lama
Yuksam, 24 Nov:

Falcon FC edged past 
Phoenix FC 1-0 today 

to make it to the finals of 
the Gold Cup Futsal tour-
nament underway here at 
the community ground.

Falcon FC will be tak-
ing on XI-Batch Police 
for the title after XI-
Batch Police squeezed 
past Munal FC in the 
second semifinal decid-
ed in a shootout 5-3. 

The day also fea-
tured cultural presen-
tations by school stu-
dents and local cultural 
troupes and had sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha’s 
West District coordi-

nator Nandu Gurung as 
chief guest.

The tournament had 

begun on 14 Nov and will 
be decided on the 25th. 
Deputy speaker sangay 

Lepcha is scheduled to at-
tend the Futsal Gold Cup 
finals as chief guest.

painting exhibition-cum-
auction begins at mg marg

Sagar Chettri
GaNGToK, 24 Nov: 

A two-day long exhi-
bition-cum-auction 

of paintings started here at 
MG Marg on Wednesday. 
The event is part of a liter-
ary festival sikkim sahitya 
Utsav 2021 to mark the sec-
ond anniversary of a local 
media house, Hamro Varta 
Television on 26 Nov at 
Manan Kendra.  

speaking to media per-
sons here on Wednesday, 
Political secretary to the 
CM, Jacob Khaling, who is 
patron of the organizing 
committee, mentioned that 
a sit-and-draw painting 
competition was organised 
as part of sikkim sahitya 
Utsav 2021 to provide a 
platform to students to 
showcase their talent and 
to further encourage them. 

It is informed that the 
organizers have received 

more than 100 online en-
tries for the competition 
and judges shortlisted 40 
artists for the final com-
petition held on 21 Nov at 
White Hall.He informed 
that the painting competi-
tion was organized in three 
categories of class III to VI, 
Class VII to X and Class XI to 
Under Graduate students. 

The paintings of first 
three winners of each cat-
egory and other paintings 
have been displayed in this 
exhibition-cum-auction for 
two days at MG Marg, Mr 
Khaling informed. He ap-
pealed to people to visit the 
exhibition and buy paint-
ings to motivate students.

speaking on the upcom-
ing sikkim sahitya Utsav 
2021, he informed that ce-
lebrity poet, Navraj Parajuli 
from Nepal was scheduled 
to reach Gangtok today for 
the festival, while popular 

poets, Pavitra Lama from 
Darjeeling and Manoj Bo-
gati from Kalimpong will 
arrive tomorrow. He add-
ed that these popular po-
ets along with litterateur, 
Parvin Rai Jumeli from 
sikkim would recite their 
poems in the main function. 
The stage would also be 
shared by winners of poem 
recitation competition. 

The event is part of the 
mission to build an intellec-
tual society and to promote 
literary tourism in the near 
future in sikkim, he stated.

President Press Club of 
sikkim, Joseph Lepcha men-
tioned that around 70 guests 
from Nepal, siliguri, Darjeel-
ing, Kalimpong and Dooars 
are coming for the festival. 
He mentioned that eminent 
literary figures from Sikkim, 
Darjeeling and Kalimpong 
would be felicitated during 
the programme. 

Sikkim kicks off 
Santosh Trophy 
campaign 
with a win
Summit report
GaNGToK, 24 Nov: 

sikkim started its cam-
paign with a victory 

in the zonal round of the 
75th Hero santosh Tro-
phy 2021-22 at Kalyani 
stadium, West Bengal. In 
its first match on Tues-
day, sikkim outplayed 
Chhattisgarh by 2-0.

Abishek Rai scored 
the first goal for Sikkim 
in the 35th minute and 
Bibek Bhutia sealed sik-
kim’s 2-0 victory with 
his goal in the 78th min-
ute. sikkim’s Kintup La-
chungpa was adjudged as 
Player of the Match. The 
prestigious tournament 
is being organised by All 
India Football Federa-
tion.  

sikkim Football Asso-
ciation president, Menla 
Ethenpa congratulated 
the chief coach and the 
entire state team for the 
victory. sikkim will take 
on West Bengal in its 
next match to be played 
on Thursday. 

Govt extends 
5-kg free 
foodgrains 
scheme till 
March 2022
New Delhi, Nov 24 
(PTi): The Union Cabinet 
on Wednesday decided 
to extend till March the 
free foodgrains sup-
ply under the Prad-
han Mantri Garib 
Kalyan Anna Yojana 
(PMGKAY) to provide 
relief to ration card-
holders.

The 5 kg foodgrain 
per person per month 
is being provided free 
of cost to more than 
80 crore beneficia-
ries under the PMG-
KAY.

The scheme was 
initially launched for 
three months from April 
2020 to provide relief 
to poor people amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
leading to the nationwide 
lockdown. It has been 
extended several times 
since then.

The 5 kg foodgrain is 
being provided over and 
above the normal quota 
under the National Food 
security Act (NFsA).

The PMGKAY has 
been extended by four 
months till March 2022, 
informed I&B Minister 
Anurag singh Thakur af-
ter the Cabinet meeting.

Fresh Covid cases 22% higher than yesterday, 
active cases in country lowest in 537 days

New Delhi, Nov 24 (PTi): In-
dia added 9,283 new coronavirus 
infections taking the country’s 
total tally of COVID-19 cases to 
3,45,35,763 while the active cases 
declined to 1,11,481, the lowest in 

537 days, according to the Union 
Health Ministry data updated on 
Wednesday.

The death toll climbed to 4,66,584 
with 437 fresh fatalities, according to 
the data updated at 8 am.

The daily rise in new corona-
virus infections has been below 
20,000 for 47 straight days and 
less than 50,000 daily new cases 
have been reported for 150 con-
secutive days now.
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Against gender-
Based Violence

For a fortnight, discuss the denials 
and ill-treatments foisted on women

Each year, from 25 November to 10 December, the Unit-
ed Nations and women’s groups around the world 

gather ranks to organize “sixteen Days of Activism Against 
Gender Violence” to draw attention to the continuing vio-
lence against women, at home, out in the open and in the 
work-place. The string of special Days include 25 Novem-
ber, designated by the UN as “Day Against Violence Against 
Women”; 01 December, “World AIDs Day”; 06 December, 
“anniversary of the Montreal Massacre” when 14 women 
engineering students were gunned down for being femi-
nists and 10 December, “Human Rights Day”.

A Day is earmarked for issues demanding consistent gov-
ernmental and people’s support so that at least once a year, 
they take centre-stage and force everyone to take notice. 
The fact that violence against women demands 16 Days of 
Activism in the public domain [with those involved in curb-
ing it working at their own levels the rest of the year] says a 
lot about how much this underbelly of the society continues 
to haunt. The 16 Days are not just marked for India or the 
Middle East which are notorious for their persistent insult 
of women, but are observed across the world. The choice 
of ‘Days’ which fall during these 16 days is also telling. It is 
important to remember abused women on World AIDs Day 
because a victim of abuse is not in a position to demand safe 
sex. The carnage of Montreal remembered on 06 December 
is important because it brings home the fact that violence 
against women is not just a Third World aberration and is a 
social concern all over the world. Rounding up the 16 Days 
of Activism against gender violence with the Human Rights 
Day is apt for obvious reasons – human rights are infringed 
upon not only by the establishment, but also by people at 
home, by husbands who beat up their wives and families 
which sanction female foeticide and look the other way 
when an abused lady needs support or work hard to justify 
denials on the basis of gender and appear comfortable with 
unequal treatment.

In the context of Sikkim, as far as the official policy goes, 
women’s issues are not ignored here, but the establish-
ment can only ensure the Rights, it cannot prick social con-
science. For something like that, women, at least for some 
days in the year, need to come out on the streets, they need 
to be contacted in the bastis and the towns, they need to 
rally together and understand what their rights are, realize 
how some of them are still victims at home and at the work 
place and decide how things can be improved. In any so-
ciety where alcoholism and substance abuse are high and 
where parochial nationalism is not only not frowned upon 
but even embraced and where women continue to be de-
nied equal treatment, domestic violence can be expected to 
be high as well. 

It goes without saying that domestic violence is not rare 
in sikkim, or anywhere for that matter. What is also a fact 
is that domestic violence is loud and vicious, meaning that 
neighbours in the now cheek-by-jowl tenements of sikkim 
are also in the know of these violent episodes. But no one 
intervenes. Even if one is to accept that domestic disputes 
are uncomfortable situations to intervene into, surely, when 
violence comes into the mix, someone should have done 
something… called in the cops at least. societal indifference 
is actually an instigator for domestic violence. According to 
a report released by the World Health Organisation [WHO], 
up to 70% of women experience physical and/or sexual vi-
olence by an intimate partner at some point in their lives. 
What is the statistic for sikkim? We have not even both-
ered to find out. That is how uncaring Sikkim is because it 
is comfortable with being so un-informed. Violence against 
women is an issue that needs to be addressed and it is not 
the government’s job to do even this for the society – it has 
to be the civil society, social bodies and women’s organiza-
tions that have to stand up to the task and address the prob-
lem. such engagement is also necessary because only after 
the society at large resolves to address an obvious problem 
which stares them in the face every day, will it eventually 
mature to address the more nuanced and chronically inter-
nalized denials and ill-treatments like compromised identi-
ties, stifled ambitions and inexcusable sidelining of women 
in sikkim. But then again, with even the tokenism missing, 
expecting genuine interventions might be a bit too much.

the lessons ‘moby-Dick’ has for a 
warming world of rising waters

aaRoN SachS
theconversation.com

As an environmental historian 
and scholar of the 19th century, 

I spend a lot of time thinking about 
how the past can help us confront 
our current crises – especially cli-
mate change.
And there’s a lot of help to be found 
in the 1800s, from the appreciation 
of wildness in Henry David Tho-
reau’s famous “Walden,” to the rise 
of ecology, the science of interde-
pendence. “We may all be netted to-
gether,” Charles Darwin scribbled in 
his notebook.

But my nomination for the most 
helpful climate manual ever written 
might be a surprise: “Moby-Dick.”

Herman Melville’s epic novel 
about life aboard a wayward whal-
ing ship, published 170 years ago 
this month, does not have a repu-
tation for being particularly prag-
matic, unless you’re looking for tips 
on swabbing the decks or hunting 
creatures of the deep. And no, I’m 
not suggesting that we go back to 
burning sperm oil. 

What makes “Moby-Dick” espe-
cially relevant right now is that it 
offers a spur to solidarity and per-
severance. Those are qualities so-
cieties may need to stock up on as 
we face the overwhelming threat of 
climate change. The novel has no 
straightforward moral, but it does 
remind readers that we can at least 
buoy each other up, even as the wa-
ter swirls around us.

EXIsTENTIALIsTs AT sEA
Climate change touches on time 

scales and planetary systems that 
humans aren’t wired to fathom. 
But at the same time, it can be seen 
as just another challenge we’ve 
brought upon ourselves through so-
cietal failings.

Perhaps it’s more helpful, then, 
to think about climate change not 
as a brand-new “existential threat,” 
but as the kind of age-old crisis 
that is tailor-made for existential-
ism – a philosophy, as the scholar 
Walter Kaufmann put it, that is all 
about “dread, despair, death, and 

dauntlessness.” The basic idea is to 
recognize how treacherous and un-
knowable your path is, and then to 
continue on anyway.

“Moby-Dick” is clearly an exis-
tentialist text, though it was pub-
lished almost a century before the 
term was coined. One of the found-
ers of modern existentialism, Nobel 
Prize winner Albert Camus, explic-
itly acknowledged Melville as an 
intellectual forebear. And two of the 
main characters in “Moby-Dick” are 
near-perfect existentialists: the nar-
rator, Ishmael, and his friend, Que-
equeg, a harpooner from the fiction-
al isle of Kokovoko.

From the beginning of his tale, 
Ishmael makes clear his obsession 
with the horror of the human condi-
tion. He’s bitterly depressed, angry, 
even suicidal: “it is a damp, driz-
zly November in my soul,” he says 
on page one, and he finds himself 
“pausing before coffin warehous-
es.” He hates the way modern New 
Yorkers seem to spend their days 
“tied to counters, nailed to benches, 
clinched to desks.” All he can think 
to do is go to sea.

Of course, it’s not long before 
he has a near-death experience on 
the open water. He and a few crew-
mates get chucked out of their small 
boat in the midst of a squall after 
failing to nab the whale they were 
after. Queequeg signals with their 
one faint lantern, “hopelessly hold-
ing up hope in the midst of despair.”

Immediately after they’re saved, 
Ishmael interviews the most expe-
rienced of the crew and, confirming 
that this sort of thing happens all 
the time, goes below decks to “make 
a rough draft of my will,” with Que-
equeg as his witness. The “whole 
universe” seems like “a vast practi-
cal joke” at his expense, but he finds 
himself able to smile at the absur-
dity: “Now then, thought I, uncon-
sciously rolling up the sleeves of my 
frock, here goes for a cool, collected 
dive at death and destruction.” 

NO MAN AN IsLAND
Again and again, “Moby-Dick” 

forces readers to confront despair. 

But that doesn’t make it a grim 
read, or a paralyzing one – in part 
because Melville himself is such an 
engaging companion, and much of 
the book imparts a powerful sense 
of fellowship.

Literary critic Geoffrey sanborn 
writes that Melville meant for “Mo-
by-Dick” “to make your mind a more 
interesting and enjoyable place.”

“It’s about the effort,” sanborn 
he writes, “… to feel, in the deepest 
recesses of your consciousness, at 
least temporarily unalone.”

When Ishmael stops by the 
Whaleman’s Chapel before his fate-
ful journey, “each silent worship-
per seemed purposely sitting apart 
from the other, as if each silent grief 
were insular and incommunicable.” 
But once aboard his ship, he finds 
all the crew members suddenly 
“welded into oneness,” thanks to 
their shared sense of purpose and 
their awareness of the dangers 
ahead. And he sees the same kind of 
unity in “extensive herds” of sperm 
whales, as though “numerous na-
tions of them had sworn solemn 
league and covenant for mutual as-
sistance and protection.”

That’s the sense of interconnect-
edness human nations need today. 
When I picked up “Moby-Dick” ear-
lier this month, I almost immedi-
ately thought of the climate change 
negotiations in Glasgow – and Que-
equeg’s small island home. I could 
easily imagine the harpooner as an 
eloquent representative of a nation 
in danger of being swallowed up by 
rising waters.

“It’s a mutual, joint-stock world, 
in all meridians,” Ishmael imagines 
Queequeg saying at one point in 
the novel. “We cannibals must help 
these Christians.” That’s a startling 
line, emphasizing Melville’s sugges-
tion that Queequeg, whom many 
characters dismiss as a “heathen,” is 
actually the most ethical character 
in the book.

But in Glasgow, it seems, wealthy 
nations’ recognition of the need for 
mutual aid fell short. Though their 
disproportionate greenhouse gas 

emissions are largely to blame for 
poorer countries’ disproportionate 
suffering, their funding for devel-
oping nations to weather the storm 
is far below what’s needed – and 
eventually, that may come back to 
bite everyone.

Queequeg’s interdependent re-
lationship with Ishmael is at the 
very center of “Moby-Dick.” Their 
fates are interwoven; Queequeg is 
Ishmael’s “inseparable twin broth-
er.” In one scene, the harpooner 
dangles over the water, attached by 
a cord to Ishmael, so that “should 
poor Queequeg sink to rise no 
more,” our narrator would go tum-
bling into the sea as well.

At the end of the novel, all the 
whalemen except Ishmael sink to 
rise no more. The narrator is saved 
by a coffin Queequeg had carved 
for himself, then given to the First 
Mate to replace a lost lifebuoy. Much 
about “Moby-Dick” will always re-
main murky, but this symbolism is 
clear: To ponder death and prepare 
for the worst are age-old survival 
strategies.

Queequeg’s culture led him to 
confront the hardest realities of life. 
As Ishmael notes admiringly, the 
harpooner had “no civilized hypoc-
risies and bland deceits,” no tenden-
cy toward denial. He had thoroughly 
enjoyed carving his coffin, and when 
he lay down in it to check the fit, 
while suffering from a life-threaten-
ing fever, he had shown a perfectly 
“composed countenance.” “It will 
do,” he murmured; “it is easy.”

Queequeg’s existentialist deter-
mination in the face of dread, his 
willingness to sacrifice, his caring 
forethought, made all the differ-
ence. And maybe that could be an 
inspiration. The key to addressing 
climate change won’t be some ab-
stract injunction to save the planet; 
it will be about acknowledging inter-
dependence and commonality and 
accepting responsibility. It will be 
about returning Queequeg’s favor.

[the writer is Professor of 
History and American Stud-

ies, Cornell University]

Do you use predictive text? Chances are it’s not saving 
you time – and could even be slowing you down

PeR ola KRiSTeNSSoN
theconversation.com

Typing is one of the most common things we 
do on our mobile phones. A recent survey 

suggests that millenials spend 48 minutes each 
day texting, while boomers spend 30 minutes.

since the advent of mobile phones, the way 
we text has changed. We’ve seen the introduc-
tion of autocorrect, which corrects errors as we 
type, and word prediction (often called predic-
tive text), which predicts the next word we want 
to type and allows us to select it above the key-
board.

Functions such as autocorrect and predictive 
text are designed to make typing faster and more 
efficient. But research shows this isn’t necessari-
ly true of predictive text.

A study published in 2016 found predictive 
text wasn’t associated with any overall improve-
ment in typing speed. But this study only had 17 
participants – and all used the same type of mo-
bile device.

In 2019, my colleagues and I published a 
study in which we looked at mobile typing data 
from more than 37,000 volunteers, all using 
their own mobile phones. Participants were 
asked to copy sentences as quickly and accurate-
ly as possible.

Participants who used predictive text typed 
an average of 33 words per minute. This was 
slower than those who didn’t use an intelligent 
text entry method (35 words per minute) and 
significantly slower than participants who used 
autocorrect (43 words per minute).

BREAKING IT DOWN
It’s interesting to consider the poor correla-

tion between predictive text and typing perfor-
mance. The idea seems to make sense: if the sys-
tem can predict your intended word before you 
type it, this should save you time.

In my most recent study on this topic, a col-
league and I explored the conditions that de-
termine whether predictive text is effective. We 

combined some of these conditions, or parame-
ters, to simulate a large number of different sce-
narios and therefore determine when predictive 
text is effective – and when it’s not.

We built a couple of fundamental parame-
ters associated with predictive text performance 
into our simulation. The first is the average time 
it takes a user to hit a key on the keyboard (es-
sentially a measure of their typing speed). We 
estimated this at 0.26 seconds, based on earlier 
research.

The second fundamental parameter is the av-
erage time it takes a user to look at a predictive 
text suggestion and select it. We fixed this at 0.45 
seconds, again based on existing data.

Beyond these, there’s a set of parameters 
which are less clear. These reflect the way the 
user engages with predictive text – or their strat-
egies, if you like. In our research, we looked at 
how different approaches to two of these strat-
egies influence the usefulness of predictive text.

The first is minimum word length. This 
means the user will tend to only look at pre-
dictions for words beyond a certain length. You 
might only look at predictions if you’re typing 
longer words, beyond, say, six letters – because 
these words require more effort to spell and 
type out. The horizontal axis in the visualisation 
below shows the effect of varying the minimum 
length of a word before the user seeks a word 
prediction, from two letters to ten.

The second strategy, “type-then-look”, gov-
erns how many letters the user will type before 
looking at word predictions. You might only look 
at the suggestions after typing the first three let-
ters of a word, for example. The intuition here 
is that the more letters you type, the more likely 
the prediction will be correct. The vertical axis 
shows the effect of the user varying the type-
then-look strategy from looking at word predic-
tions even before typing (zero) to looking at pre-
dictions after one letter, two letters, and so on.

A final latent strategy, perseverance, captures 
how long the user will type and check word pre-
dictions for before giving up and just typing 
out the word in full. While it would have been 
insightful to see how variation in perseverance 
affects the speed of typing with predictive text, 
even with a computer model, there were limita-
tions to the amount of changeable data points 
we could include.

So we fixed perseverance at five, meaning if 
there are no suitable suggestions after the user 
has typed five letters, they will complete the 
word without consulting predictive text further. 
Although we don’t have data on the average per-
severance, this seems like a reasonable estimate.

WHAT DID WE FIND?
Above the dashed line there’s an increase 

in net entry rate while below it, predictive text 
slows the user down. The deep red shows when 
predictive text is most effective; an improvement 
of two words per minute compared to not using 
predictive text. The blue is when it’s least effec-
tive. Under certain conditions in our simulation, 
predictive text could slow a user down by as 
much as eight words per minute.

The blue circle shows the optimal operating 
point, where you get the best results from pre-
dictive text. This occurs when word predictions 
are only sought for words with at least six letters 
and the user looks at a word prediction after typ-
ing three letters.

so, for the average user, predictive text is un-
likely to improve performance. And even when 
it does, it doesn’t seem to save much time. The 
potential gain of a couple of words per minute is 
much smaller than the potential time lost.

It would be interesting to study long-term 
predictive text use and look at users’ strategies 
to verify that our assumptions from the model 
hold in practice. But our simulation reinforces 
the findings of previous human research: pre-
dictive text probably isn’t saving you time – and 
could be slowing you down.

[the writer is Professor of Interactive Sys-
tems Engineering, University of Cambridge]
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uttarakhand govt 
clears sports policy

Dehradun Nov 23 (PTi): The 
Uttarakhand Cabinet on Tues-
day gave its approval to sports 
policy, 2021 announcing sev-
eral steps to hone budding 
sports talent in the state and 
a slew of incentives for play-
ers who represent the state 
in national and international 
events.
According to the new sports 
policy, a physical and sports 
aptitude test will be conduct-
ed for children aged eight 
years to identify sporting tal-

ent at a tender age and start 
honing their skills, Cabinet 
Minister subodh Uniyal told re-
porters after the cabinet meet-
ing chaired by Chief Minister 
Pushkar singh Dhami.

Centres of Excellence will 
be set up in the state for high 
priority games and 3,900 ris-
ing sportspersons aged 8-14 
years selected on the basis 
of merit every year will be 
paid Rs 1500 per month un-
der the Mukhya Mantri Udi-
yaman Khiladi Unnayan Yo-

jana, he said.
Players aged 14-23 years 

will be provided scholarships 
of Rs 2000, sports kits, track-
suits and other tools and equip-
ment related to the games they 
play to encourage them under 
the scheme.

Out of turn appointment pro-
cedure on B and C grade posts in 
government departments will 
be simplified for medal winners 
from the state at major sports 
events, Uniyal said.

sportspersons going to 

represent the state at presti-
gious national and internation-
al events or to attend training 
camps will be entitled to travel 
for free in Uttarakhand Road-
ways buses.

There will be a sports quo-
ta of five per cent for talented 
sports persons in educational 
institutions and expansion of 
sports infrastructure all over the 
state, he said.

The Cabinet also approved 
the Uttarakhand Mega Industri-
al and Investment Policy, 2021.

UP: Factory fined Rs 7 lakh for polluting air
muzaffarnagar (UP), 
Nov 24 (PTi): The Uttar 
Pradesh Pollution Con-
trol Board has imposed a 
fine of Rs 7.12 lakh on a 
factory producing chem-
ical compounds for al-
legedly polluting the air 
in Shamli district, offi-
cials said on Wednesday.

The factory, located 
on the Panipat Road in 
shamli, produces com-
pounds such as ferrous 
sulphate powder and 
magnesium sulphate 
among others. It was 
slapped with a fine of 
Rs 7,12,500 after it was 
found guilty of emitting 
hazardous gases in ex-
cess to the prescribed 
limits, Pollution Control 
Board regional officer 
Ankit singh said.

He said the action is 
part of the crackdown 

against industries that 
are being operated in vi-
olation of the rules and 
regulations set by the au-
thorities set up to check 

pollution.
singh said the Board 

swung into action fol-
lowing the directives 
of the newly constitut-

ed Commission for Air 
Quality Management in 
National Capital Region 
and Adjoining Areas, 
the most powerful body 

constituted for the pur-
pose of protecting and 
improving the quality 
of air in Delhi and sur-
rounding regions.

Ethiopia says Abiy at war front, 
handing duties to deputy

NaiRoBi, Kenya (aP): 
Ethiopia’s government 
said Wednesday that 
Prime Minister Abiy 
Ahmed has gone to the 
battlefront to take charge 
in a yearlong war and left 
the daily work of running 
the country to his deputy 
as rival fighters approach 
the capital, Addis Ababa.
The 45-year-old prime 
minister, a Nobel Peace 
Prize winner and for-
mer soldier, arrived at 
the front on Tuesday, 
government spokesman 
Legesse Tulu told report-
ers without giving de-
tails on the location, and 
state media did not show 
images of him. Deputy 
Prime Minister Demeke 
Mekonnen is handling 
day-to-day government 
activities, Legesse said.

The war in Africa’s 
second-most populous 
nation has killed an esti-
mated tens of thousands 
of people, and countries 
including France, Germa-
ny and Turkey have told 
their citizens to leave 
immediately as rival 
fighters from Ethiopia’s 
northern Tigray region 
advance.

U.s. envoy Jeffrey 
Feltman on Tuesday told 
reporters he fears that 
“nascent” progress in 
mediation efforts with 
the warring sides could 
be outpaced by the 
“alarming” military de-

velopments. The Tigray 
forces dominated the 
previous national gov-
ernment for 27 years 
before Abiy took office in 
2018, and a growing po-
litical rift turned to war 
in November 2020.

“Unless there is some 
kind of divine inter-
vention, I don’t see any 
chance for a peaceful res-
olution through dialogue 
because the positions are 
highly polarized,” said 
Kassahun Berhanu, pro-
fessor of political science 
at Addis Ababa Univer-
sity, who added he be-
lieved Abiy’s decision to 
go to the front is “aimed 
at boosting popular mo-

rale.”
The Tigray forces 

have said they want Abiy 
out. Abiy’s government 
wants the Tigray forces, 
which it has designated 
as a terrorist group, to 
withdraw to their region.

The prime minister 
this week not only an-
nounced he would go to 
the battlefront but also 
invited Ethiopians to 
join him, the latest call 
for every able citizen 
in the country of more 
than 110 million people 
to join the fight. Hurried 
military trainings and 
allegations of forced con-
scription have occurred 
in recent months, while 

analysts have warned of 
the growing presence of 
ethnic-based militias as 
the military was said to 
be weakened.

Millions of civilians 
are trapped and going 
hungry because of the 
war. Ethiopia’s govern-
ment has blockaded the 
Tigray region for sever-
al months, fearing that 
humanitarian aid will 
end up in the hands of 
fighters, while hundreds 
of thousands of people 
in the neighboring Am-
hara and Afar regions 
are beyond the reach of 
significant aid after the 
Tigray forces retook their 
region in June and began 

fighting their way toward 
the capital.

Another target of the 
Tigray forces appears to 
be the supply line from 
neighboring Djibouti to 
Ethiopia’s capital, and 
the U.s. envoy on Tues-
day in remarks to report-
ers warned the fighters 
against cutting off the 
road to Djibouti or enter-
ing Addis Ababa.

That could be “cata-
strophic” for the country, 
Feltman said.

African Union envoy 
Olesegun Obasanjo also 
has been mediating but 
has not spoken publicly 
about his work in recent 
days.

AP Council clears ‘3 capitals’ repeal Bill

amaravati, Nov 23 
(PTi): The Andhra 
Pradesh Legislative 
Council on Tuesday 
passed a Bill to Repeal 
the controversial AP De-
centralisation and Inclu-
sive Development of All 
Regions Act, 2020, that 
was intended to estab-
lish three capitals for the 
state.

But the opposition 
BJP and Progressive 
Democratic Front mem-
bers demanded that the 
government stick to only 
one capital city -- Amar-
avati -- for the state and 
drop the idea of bringing 
in a fresh legislation to 
enable establishment of 
three capitals.

Finance and Legis-
lative Affairs Minister 
Buggana Rajendranath 
moved the Repeal Bill in 
the Council on Tuesday, 
a day after the Assembly 
cleared it.

Chief Minister Y s Ja-
gan Mohan Reddy had 
told the Assembly that 
they would bring a “com-
prehensive, complete 
and better” Decentralisa-
tion Bill afresh.

BJP floor leader P V N 
Madhav decried the gov-
ernment’s plan to bring 
in a fresh legislation and 
demanded that only Am-
aravati be continued as 
the state capital.

“We welcome the re-
peal of the controversial 

three capitals law, but we 
don’t want another new 
legislation on that,” he 
stressed.

Madhav asked the 
government to do justice 
to thousands of farmers 
in Amaravati region, who 
gave up 33,000 acres of 
their rich fertile lands for 
development of the capi-
tal city.

PDF legislators K 
Lakshmana Rao, K Nara-
simha Reddy and Ven-
kateswara Rao too wel-
comed the repeal Bill, 
but said the state should 
have only one capital.

The Repeal Bill also 
revived the AP Capital 
Region Development Au-
thority Act, 2014.

Forest officers, illegal tree fellers exchange 
fire at assam-arunachal border

laKhimPUR, 24 Nov 
[PTi]: Illegal tree fellers 
from Arunachal Pradesh 
and forest officers of 
Assam exchanged fire 
along the inter-state 
boundary in Lakhim-
pur district on Tuesday, 
a senior official said. 
However, none were in-
jured in the incident that 
took place in Ranga Re-
serve Forest, he said.

Lakhimpur Division-
al Forest Officer (DFO) 

Ashok Kumar Dev Choud-
hury said that Rampur 
Range Beat Officer Bana-
mali Narah heard sounds 
of felling of trees in the 
morning when he was 
jogging in the area.

“(Mr) Narah imme-
diately informed me 
and I asked him to go 
to the spot with a team 
and check it. As they ap-
proached the location, 
the miscreants fired one 
round in the air and then 

two rounds at the team,” 
Mr Choudhury told news 
agency PTI.

The forest personnel 
retaliated and fired three 
rounds at them, he said.

“As the forest team 
was not prepared to 
handle such attacks, I 
asked my officers to re-
turn for their safety. Lat-
er, I informed the police 
and district officials for 
necessary action,” Mr 
Choudhury added.

German business confidence 
drops for 5th consecutive month

BeRliN (aP): German 
business confidence has 
dropped for the fifth 
consecutive month amid 
persistent supply-chain 
bottlenecks and a resur-
gence of coronavirus in-
fections in Europe’s big-
gest economy, a closely 
watched survey showed 
Wednesday.

The Ifo institute said 
its monthly confidence 
index dropped to 96.5 
points in November from 
97.7 last month. Compa-
nies’ assessment of both 
their current situation 
and their outlook for the 
next six months wors-
ened. It was the lowest 
figure since February.

“supply bottlenecks 
and the fourth wave 
of the coronavirus are 
challenging German 
companies,” Ifo said in 
a statement. It said that 
while manufacturers’ fu-
ture outlook brightened 
somewhat, that of firms 
in the service sector 
deteriorated, with the 
steep rise in COVID-19 
infections to a string of 
new records leading to a 
plunge in expectations in 
the tourism and hospital-
ity industries.

The Ifo survey is 
based on responses from 
about 9,000 companies 
in various business sec-
tors.

While the new wave 
of coronavirus infections 
has prompted increasing 
restrictions in Germany 
and looks likely to lead 
to more, the country’s 
post-election political 
transition appears on 
course to end soon, re-
moving another source 
of uncertainty.

The three parties that 
have been negotiating 
to form Germany’s next 
government planned to 
present their coalition 
agreement later Wednes-
day, a key move toward 
a new administration 
under center-left leader 
Olaf Scholz taking office 
in the coming weeks.
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Doncic returns, mavericks beat 
Clippers in ot to snap skid

loS aNGeleS (aP): It would 
have been understandable if 
the Dallas Mavericks folded in 
overtime against the Los An-
geles Clippers after blowing a 
10-point lead.
Kristaps Porzingis and Luka 
Dončić weren’t about to let 
that happen, though, and they 
dominated the final five min-
utes.
Porzingis scored 30 points, 
including six in overtime, and 
Dončić had 26 in his return to 
the lineup as the Mavericks de-
feated the Clippers 112-104 on 
Tuesday night.
“For a second you are disap-
pointed because we should 
have finished them off (in 
regulation), but I think we 
are growing mentally as a 
team,” said Porzingis, who has 
scored 20 or more points in 
a career-high seven straight 
games. “We realized it was five 
more minutes and we went out 
there and proved we are the 
superior team.”

The Mavericks were up 
102-92 late in the fourth quar-
ter before the Clippers scored 
11 of the final 12 points to 
force overtime, including a 
3-pointer by Paul George at 
the buzzer.

“That second felt like it was 
forever. Guess I just got free 
and let it fly,” George said.

Dallas, though, put up the 
first seven points of overtime 
and outscored Los Angeles 9-1 
to snap a three-game skid that 
included a six-point loss to the 
Clippers on sunday.

Dončić, who missed the 
past three games due to left 
knee and ankle sprains, also 
had nine rebounds and nine 
assists in 41 minutes.

Dallas trailed by six at half-
time but scored 38 points in 
the third quarter to grab an 
80-76 advantage going into the 

final 12 minutes. Dončić had 
15 points in the period and 
four assists that resulted in 10 
additional Mavericks points.

“Overtime in the first 
game back? That’s tough. 
But we got the win and I am 
happy,” Dončić said.

Dallas coach Jason Kidd 
was happy with the way his 
two stars played, especially 
Porzingis, who made all 10 
of his free throws in 40 min-
utes of action.

“He’s playing at a very 
high level.  He didn’t force 
anything. sometimes 
when a star player comes 
back others might change 
their game but he didn’t ,” 
Kidd said. “Luca’s prep 
work the past two days 
was at a high level.  He has 
a great feel and there’s a 
big trust that the other 
guys were going to make 
plays.”

Reggie Jackson led the 
Clippers with 31 points, his 
most in 2 1/2 seasons with 
the team. George scored 26.

Jackson hit a 3-pointer 
with 4.2 seconds remaining 
to get LA within 102-100. 
George then fouled Maxi 
Kleber with 1.9 seconds re-
maining. Kleber made his 
first free throw, but missed 
the second. George grabbed 
the rebound and called a 
timeout with 1.1 seconds 
remaining.

After the Clippers moved 
the ball to midcourt, Ter-
ance Mann passed to George, 
who hit a 3-pointer from the 
right corner to send it to 
overtime.

“We wanted a catch-and-
shoot. Terance made a good 
pass and he made a big shot 
for us,” Clippers coach Ty-
ronn Lue said.

The teams were fac-
ing each other for the sec-
ond time in three days and 
things got chippy at times. 
Dončić received a technical 
foul late in the first quarter 
for taunting Mann. The two 
teams — who don’t meet 
again until February — 

don’t have many warm feel-
ings toward each other after 
a contentious first-round play-
off series last season that the 
Clippers won in seven games 
after trailing 3-1.

“Two great teams. Great 
players. Both of us come out 
and focus on our principles,” 
said Jackson, who also had 10 
rebounds. “A lot of similarities. 
I think we’re gonna continue to 
have great battles.”

COLD, THEN HOT
The Mavericks were 6 of 30 

on 3-pointers in sunday’s loss 
and started Tuesday’s game 
missing their first 13 from be-
yond the arc before warming 
up. They went 12 for 26 the 
remainder of the game.

TIP-INs
Mavericks: Dorian Fin-

ney-smith, who had a sea-
son-high 17 points, scored 
eight points during a 16-5 run 
midway through the fourth to 
give Dallas a double-digit lead. 
... Jalen Brunson injured his left 
foot in the first half and did not 
return. ... Reggie Bullock (non-

COVID-19 illness) and Frank 
Ntilikina (right calf strain) did 
not play.

Clippers: George missed 
his first five shots from the 
field and didn’t get his first 
basket until there was 1:44 re-
maining in the first half. ... Mar-
cus Morris sr., who missed 15 
games due to a left knee injury, 
had 10 points in 31 minutes. 
... Nicolas Batum entered the 
NBA’s health and safety proto-
col before the game and is ex-
pected to miss at least 10 days. 
LA canceled its morning shoot-
around for precautionary rea-
sons. ... The Clippers’ largest 
lead was 11 points during the 
first quarter and late in the 
second before Dallas scored 
the last five points to get to 
48-42 at halftime. ... Mann re-
ceived a flagrant 1 foul during 
the third quarter.

UP NEXT
Mavericks: Return home to 

face the Washington Wizards 
on saturday.

Clippers: Host the Detroit 
Pistons on Friday.

With Shubman set for new middle-order 
slot, india to modify Test match ploy

Kanpur, Nov 22 (PTi): The 
Indian team management, in 
all likelihood, will ask the tal-
ented shubman Gill to bat in 
the middle-order in the up-
coming Test series against 
New Zealand to see if the 
youngster can take on the at-
tack in the absence of big guns, 
if required.

It is understood that shub-
man has been told that he 
would batt in the middle-or-
der in the first Test against 
New Zealand in Kanpur, where 
Ajinkya Rahane will lead the 
team in the absence of Virat 
Kohli, who is on a break.

With no Rohit sharma for 
the two-Test series, it is an 
ideal opportunity for the team 
management to check out Gill’s 
prowess as a middle-order bat-
ter in the long run when both 
Kohli and Rohit will be back for 
the south Africa tour.

KL Rahul, as of now, is a 
certainty at the top of the pack 
and his fine show in England 
has only reaffirmed his status 
as one of the most stylish Indi-
an batters in the current team.

He will open with Mayank 
Agarwal against the BlackCaps.

But how would it be to see 
shubman in the middle-order?

Former national selector 
Jatin Paranjape, who was part 
of the panel that handed a Test 
debut to Gill in Australia, feels 
that it won’t be a very bad idea.

“I am always a believer 
that rigidity in team selection 
doesn’t help. I actually feel that 
playing shubman as a mid-
dle-order batter will help the 
team. A certain amount of flex-
ibility always helps,” Paranjape 
told PTI.

It is understood that the 
new selection committee un-

der Chetan sharma and the 
current team management 
feels that they need at least 
one player in that middle-or-
der apart from Kohli, who can 
take the attack back to the op-
position camp.

Had they included Hanuma 
Vihari also in the set-up, there 
would have been three players 
Cheteshwar Pujara, Ajinkya 
Rahane and Vihari -- who play 
with the same approach.

If that wasn’t enough, Indi-
an team also has Wriddhiman 
saha, who is more of a survivor, 
without a free-flowing game, 
unlike India’s first-choice 
keeper-batter Rishabh Pant, 
who will also be on a break.

A batting-order without 
Rohit, Kohli and Pant requires 
players with intent and there 
in comes Gill, who has a wide 
range of strokes. Having played 
the new ball, he can also be 
good against the second new 
ball when the opposition pac-
ers would be tiring.

The advantage of not hav-

ing to face Trent Boult’s incom-
ing deliveries is also likely to 
work in India and Gill’s favour.

The interesting choice will 
be when Kohli is back at num-
ber four in the Mumbai Test 
and if Gill scores runs and one 
among Pujara and Rahane fails, 
what are the options present 
for coach Rahul Dravid?

Paranjape feels that a spe-
cialist opener will not make 
much of a difference in Indian 
conditions where there won’t 
be much seam and swing on 
offer after a certain period of 
time.

“I don’t think in India, it’s 
going to make a lot of differ-
ence because overseas it’s 
more of a specialised role 
opener or middle-order. If they 
use shubman in the middle-or-
der, I believe it will work as the 
sG ball will lose its shine pretty 
quickly.

“In fact, if you see, KL Rahul 
had batted in the middle-order 
and had some success early 
in his career. shubman can 

replicate that,” Paranjape ex-
plained.

But won’t Gill, who has 
three half-centuries as an 
opener in his eight Test match-
es, find it difficult to straight-
away adjust to his new role?

“When you are a young 
player, the capability to 
adapt to various roles is 
much quicker than at later 
stages of your career when 
you have already played 50 
Test matches,” said Paran-
jape, who in his time as 
selector had to extensive-
ly deal with explaining the 
players as to what role the 
team expects from them.

The selectors have in-
cluded shreyas Iyer as a spe-
cialist middle-order batter 
but the Mumbaikar might 
have to wait for his Test debut. 
Paranjape feels, it should hap-
pen in due course of time as 
a few slots will certainly open 
up.

“Look sooner or later, 
Cheteshwar and Ajju (Rahane) 

won’t be playing. so, two out 
of three between Vihari, shub-
man and shreyas will grab 
those middle-order slots.

“Even if, shreyas doesn’t 
get an opportunity in this se-
ries, I won’t be very disheart-
ened as his time will certainly 
come,” Paranjape added.

In fact, he termed Mayank 
Agarwal as “unlucky” to have 
lost his Test spot in recent 
times with Rohit and Rahul 
giving the team great starts in 
England during the four Test 
matches.

Worse, even if Mayank 
does well, he will have to sit 
out when India play the Test 
matches in south Africa, start-
ing December 17.

“I would say it’s a bit unfair 
for Mayank but I won’t say that he 
has been treated unfairly. It’s just 
that circumstances are unfair as he 
has not been able to get a lengthy 
run because of the amount of white 
ball cricket we have played in the 
interim. But that’s the way it goes,” 
he reasoned.

Knicks recover to beat 
Lakers team missing 

suspended James
NeW YoRK (aP): LeB-
ron James couldn’t be in 
the building. Anthony 
Davis almost wasn’t.
With one superstar sus-
pended and another sick, 
the Los Angeles Lakers 
already had big prob-
lems. Then they created 
one more for themselves 
by falling into a 25-point 
hole.

“We weren’t playing 
hard enough. simple,” 
Russell Westbrook said.

They turned it 
around but the New York 
Knicks recovered, with 
Evan Fournier scoring 
26 points and Immanuel 
Quickley adding 12 of his 
14 in the fourth quarter 
for a 106-100 victory 
Tuesday night.

Julius Randle added 
20 points, 16 rebounds 
and five assists for the 
Knicks, but sat for eight 
minutes of the fourth 
quarter after picking up 
his fifth foul. Quickley 
made sure that didn’t 
matter, hitting four 
3-pointers in the period.

“He’s fearless,” Ran-
dle said.

Westbrook had 31 
points, 13 rebounds and 
10 assists, with 18 points 
in a sensational third 
quarter that helped Los 
Angeles tie the game. But 
with Carmelo Anthony’s 
shot off in his old home, 
the Lakers never could 
take the lead.

They beat Detroit on 
sunday after overcoming 
a 17-point deficit in the 
game James was ejected 
from for striking Pistons 
center Isaiah stewart 
in the face and drawing 
blood. The NBA suspend-
ed the superstar forward 
for one game.

But the best Los An-
geles could do in this one 
was tie it twice after New 
York dominated most of 
the first two quarters.

“No team wants to 
come out down 10-0, 
but it’s a long game and 
we fought back and gave 
ourselves a chance,” 
Westbrook said.

Davis, who woke 
up with a fever, had 20 
points on 7-for-17 shoot-
ing. He said he arrived 
only about 45 minutes 
before the game and 
didn’t have his usual war-
mup.

“So I definitely think 
that he was a little bit 
drained and we used 
him differently,” coach 
Frank Vogel said. “We 
tried to keep him in 
seven-minute runs 
and he did not play in 
his normal rotation, 
so it probably had an 
impact.”

Anthony was just 3 of 
14 for 12 points, and the 
Lakers lost for the fourth 
time in five games.

Randle went to the 

bench with his fifth foul 
with 9:18 remaining and 
was hit with a technical 
foul from there that al-
lowed the Lakers to cut 
it to 90-87. But Obi Top-
pin scored before Quick-
ley made a 3-pointer to 
push it back to eight, and 
it was back into double 
digits when another 3 by 
Quickley made it 105-93 
with 4:58 to play.

“We were just trying 
to buy some time there 
and that group ended up 
going on a little bit of a 
run, so it allowed us to go 
a little bit longer (with-
out Randle),” Knicks 
coach Tom Thibodeau 
said.

The Knicks raced to 
a 10-0 lead that grew 
to 36-15 on RJ Barrett’s 
3-pointer with 1:11 left 
in the first quarter. It was 
59-35 with under 5 min-
utes remaining in the half 
before the Lakers put to-
gether a 16-2 run that 
trimmed it to 61-51 just 
before the break.

“We can be really 
good man, we just have 
to trust how we play and 
when we have a way to 
play, just stay with it,” 
Fournier said.

The Lakers scored 
nine straight to open the 
third and cut it to 63-60, 
and finally tied it for the 
first time at 79 on Antho-
ny’s dunk.

TIP-INs
Lakers: Anthony got 

a loud ovation when he 
checked in during the 
first quarter. ... Talen 
Horton-Tucker missed all 
eight shots in a scoreless 
outing.

Knicks: New York 
played without back-
up point guard Derrick 
Rose (sprained right an-
kle) and injured centers 
Mitchell Robinson and 
Taj Gibson. Thibodeau 
said Robinson, out with a 
concussion, is doing bet-
ter but still has to clear 
the league’s protocols 
before he can return. ... 
New York has won nine 
of the last 11 meetings at 
home.

MIssING OUT ON 
MsG

Vogel called James 
one of the classiest play-
ers in the league who al-
ways plays the game the 
right way. He spoke with 
James, who was disap-
pointed to miss a second 
straight visit to one of his 
favorite arenas. He was 
hurt last season when the 
Lakers played at Madison 
square Garden.

“He wanted to play. 
I don’t want to get into 
it more than that,” Vogel 
said.

UP NEXT
Lakers: Visit Indiana 

on Wednesday.
Knicks: Host Phoenix 

on Friday.
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ElseWhere
Germany faces grim coviD 

milestone with leadership in flux
eSchWeileR, Germa-
ny (aP): Germany is set 
to mark 100,000 deaths 
from COVID-19 this 
week, passing a somber 
milestone that several 
of its neighbors crossed 
months ago but which 
Western Europe’s most 
populous nation had 
hoped to avoid.
Teutonic discipline, a 
robust health care sys-
tem and the rollout of 
multiple vaccines — one 
of them homegrown — 
were meant to stave off a 
winter surge of the kind 
that hit Germany last 
year.

Yet complacency and 
a national election, fol-
lowed by a drawn-out 
government transition, 
saw senior politicians 
dangle the prospect of 
further lifting restric-
tions even as Germa-
ny’s infection rate rose 
steadily this fall.

“Nobody had the guts 
to take the lead and an-
nounce unpopular mea-
sures,” said Uwe Jans-
sens, who heads the in-
tensive care department 
at the st. Antonius hospi-
tal in Eschweiler, west of 
Cologne.

“This lack of leader-
ship is the reason we are 
here now,” he said.

Doctors like Janssens 
are bracing for an influx 
of coronavirus patients 
as confirmed cases hit 
fresh daily highs that ex-
perts say is also being fu-
eled by vaccine skeptics.

Resistance to get-
ting the shot — includ-
ing the one developed 
by German company 
Biontech together with 
its U.S. partner Pfizer — 
remains strong among 
a sizeable minority of 
the country. Vaccination 
rates have stalled at 68% 
of the population, far 
short of the 75% or high-
er that the government 
had aimed for.

“We’ve increasing-
ly got younger people 
in intensive care,” said 
Janssens. “The amount 
of time they’re treated is 
significantly longer and 
it blocks intensive care 
beds for a longer period.”

Older people who got 
vaccinated early in 2021 
are also seeing their im-
munity wear off, making 
them vulnerable to seri-
ous illness again, he said. 
Echoing problems seen 
during the initial vaccine 
rollout, authorities have 
struggled to meet de-
mand for boosters even 
as they tried to encour-
age holdouts to get their 
first shot.

some German politi-
cians are suggesting it’s 
time to consider a vac-
cine mandate, either for 
specific professions or 
for the population as a 
whole. Austria took that 
step last week, announc-
ing COVID-19 shots will 
become compulsory for 
all starting in February 
after seeing a similar re-
luctance to get vaccinat-
ed fuel fresh outbreaks 
and hospitalizations.

Germany’s outgo-
ing Chancellor Angela 
Merkel said in June that 
she didn’t favor such 

a measure. signaling a 
possible shift in position, 
Merkel summoned lead-
ers from the three par-
ties negotiating to form 
the next government 
for talks Tuesday at the 
chancellery to discuss 
the pandemic situation.

Merkel’s likely suc-
cessor, current Finance 
Minister Olaf scholz of 
the center-left social 
Democrats, has refused 
to be drawn on whether 
he would back compulso-
ry COVID-19 shots.

Together with the 
environmentalist Greens 
and the pro-business 
Free Democrats, his par-
ty recently passed a law 
that replaces the exist-
ing legal foundations for 
pandemic restrictions 
with narrower measures, 
starting Wednesday. 
These include a require-
ment for workers to 
provide their employers 
with proof of vaccination, 
recovery or a negative 
test. But the change also 
makes it harder for Ger-
many’s 16 governors to 
impose hard lockdowns 
without getting approval 
from state assemblies.

Getting those major-
ities may be hardest in 
those states where case 

numbers are highest. A 
recent study found infec-
tion rates are higher in 
areas where support is 
biggest for the far-right 
Alternative for Germany, 
a party that has cam-
paigned against pandem-
ic restrictions.

Last week saxony, 
an eastern state with 
the highest infection 
rates and where the Al-
ternative for Germany 
is particularly strong, 
announced that crema-
toria would be allowed 
to operate on sundays 
to cope with the high-
er-than-usual number of 
deaths.

Meanwhile, German 
authorities have acti-
vated an emergency 
system to coordinate 
the distribution of seri-
ously ill patients across 
the country. Earlier this 
month, two patients 
were taken from south-
ern Germany to Italy for 
treatment, a significant 
change from last year, 
when Italian patients 
were being sent to Ger-
man hospitals.

Germany boasted al-
most four times as many 
intensive care beds per 
capita as Italy had then, 
a factor that experts say 

was key to the low Ger-
man death toll at the 
time.

since January, Ger-
many has had to cut its 
ICU capacity by 4,000 
beds due to lack of staff, 
many of whom have quit 
because of the pressure 
they endured earlier in 
the pandemic.

“It’s hard for people 
to cope with this, physi-
cally and psychological-
ly,” Janssens said of the 
situation doctors and 
nurses face in the coming 
months.

“We’ll survive, some-
how,” he added.

The World Health 
Organization’s European 
office warned this week 
that availability of hos-
pital beds will again de-
cide how well the region 
copes with the expected 
rise in cases over the 
coming months — along 
with vaccination rates.

Based on current 
trends, Europe could 
see another 700,000 
deaths reported across 
the 53-nation region 
by next spring, with 49 
countries expected to 
see “high or extreme 
stress in intensive care 
units,” the agency said 
Tuesday.

NaSa launches spacecraft to 
test asteroid defense concept

loS aNGeleS (aP): 
NAsA launched a space-
craft Tuesday night on a 
mission to smash into an 
asteroid and test wheth-
er it would be possible to 
knock a speeding space 
rock off course if one 
were to threaten Earth.
The DART spacecraft, 
short for Double Aster-
oid Redirection Test, lift-
ed off from Vandenberg 
space Force Base atop a 
spaceX Falcon 9 rocket 
in a $330 million project 
with echoes of the Bruce 
Willis movie “Armaged-
don.”

If all goes well, in sep-
tember 2022 it will slam 
head-on into Dimorphos, 
an asteroid 525 feet (160 
meters) across, at 15,000 
mph (24,139 kph).

“This isn’t going to 
destroy the asteroid. 
It’s just going to give 
it a small nudge,” said 
mission official Nancy 
Chabot of Johns Hopkins 
Applied Physics Labora-
tory, which is managing 
the project.

Dimorphos orbits 
a much larger asteroid 
called Didymos. The pair 
are no danger to Earth 
but offer scientists a way 
to measure the effective-
ness of the collision.

Dimorphos com-

pletes one orbit of Did-
ymos every 11 hours, 
55 minutes. DART’s goal 
is a crash that will slow 
Dimorphos down and 
cause it to fall closer to-
ward the bigger asteroid, 
shaving 10 minutes off 
its orbit.

The change in the 
orbital period will be 
measured by telescopes 
on Earth. The minimum 
change for the mission to 
be considered a success 
is 73 seconds.

The DART technique 

could prove useful for 
altering the course of an 
asteroid years or decades 
before it bears down on 
Earth with the potential 
for catastrophe.

A small nudge “would 
add up to a big change in 
its future position, and 
then the asteroid and the 
Earth wouldn’t be on a 
collision course,” Chabot 
said.

scientists constantly 
search for asteroids and 
plot their courses to de-
termine whether they 

could hit the planet.
“Although there isn’t 

a currently known aster-
oid that’s on an impact 
course with the Earth, 
we do know that there 
is a large population of 
near-Earth asteroids out 
there,” said Lindley John-
son, planetary defense 
officer at NASA. “The 
key to planetary defense 
is finding them well be-
fore they are an impact 
threat.”

DART will take 10 
months to reach the as-

teroid pair. The collision 
will occur about 6.8 mil-
lion miles (11 million ki-
lometers) from Earth.

Ten days beforehand, 
DART will release a tiny 
observation spacecraft 
supplied by the Italian 
space agency that will 
follow it.

DART will stream vid-
eo until it is destroyed on 
impact. Three minutes 
later, the trailing craft 
will make images of the 
impact site and material 
that is ejected.

Malaysia, Singapore set to 
reopen borders to some travel

KUala lUmPUR, malay-
sia (aP): Malaysia and 
singapore said Wednes-
day they will partially re-
open their borders next 
week to fully vaccinated 
citizens and some others, 
after nearly two years of 
closure due to the pan-
demic that had stranded 
many Malaysian workers 
in the neighboring city-
state away from their 
families.

Leaders from both 
countries said limited 
travel will be allowed 
across the land border 
from Monday, with plans 
to gradually relax restric-
tions. Air travel will re-
open on the same day to 
fully vaccinated passen-
gers, allowing quaran-
tine-free travel between 
the two countries, with 
fewer restrictions.

Travelers crossing 
the Causeway Bridge 
that connects the is-
land of singapore with 
the Malaysian penin-
sula must be citizens, 
permanent residents or 
long-term pass holders, 
according to separate 
statements from the 

leaders of both govern-
ments. In the first phase, 
the number of travelers 
crossing the land border 
per day will be limited 
to 2,880 and required to 
travel on designated bus 
services, the statements 
said.

The Causeway was 
one of the world’s busi-
est land borders before 
the pandemic struck.

singapore Prime Min-
ister Lee Hsien Loong 
said the partial border 
reopening would give 
priority to workers in 
either country who have 
not been able to visit 
their families since the 
land crossing was shut in 
March 2020.

Lee said the reopen-
ing of the border will be a 
“big step towards recon-
necting our people and 
economies.” A second 
land link will also subse-
quently be restored, he 
added.

Limits on land bor-
der crossings will pro-
gressively be relaxed to 
include general travel-
ers and other modes of 
transportation than the 

bus services, the state-
ments added.

Travelers, except chil-
dren aged two and below, 
must test negative two 
days before entering sin-
gapore and are required 
to register online before 
purchasing bus tickets. 
Unvaccinated children 
aged 12 and below must 
be accompanied by ful-
ly vaccinated parents or 
guardians, the govern-
ments said.

With more than 95% 
of the adult population in 
both countries fully vac-
cinated, Malaysian Prime 
Minister Ismail sabri 
Yaakob said this has al-
lowed both countries to 
reopen their land border 
in a “gradual, safe, sys-
tematic, and sustainable 
manner.”

More than 350,000 
people crossed daily the 
Causeway before it was 
shut, mostly Malaysians 
working in singapore due 
to a favorable exchange 
rate. Officials estimated 
that more than 100,000 
Malaysians were stuck in 
the island-state after the 
border closed.

israeli, moroccan defense 
ministers meet in landmark visit

RaBaT, morocco (aP): 
Israel and Morocco 
signed a landmark agree-
ment Wednesday that 
lays the foundation for 
security cooperation, in-
telligence sharing, and 
future arms sales.

The memorandum 
of understanding is the 
centerpiece of a visit this 
week by Israeli Defense 
Minister Benny Gantz to 
Morocco, which estab-
lished formal relations 
with Israel last year as 
part of the U.s.-brokered 
Abraham Accords.

Gantz’s trip is the first 
official visit by an Israeli 
defense minister to one 
of the Arab states that 
normalized ties under 
the accords.

In a statement, Gantz 
said that the agreement 
was “very significant and 
will allow us to exchange 
ideas, enter joint projects 
and enable Israeli mili-
tary exports here.”

The agreement was 
signed during a meet-
ing between Gantz and 
his Moroccan counter-
part Abdellatif Loudiyi 
in Rabat, with military 
attaches and two Israeli 
parliament members in 
attendance. Gantz also 

met with the Moroccan 
military chief of staff, and 
was greeted by a color 
guard of soldiers clad in 
red tunics, blue slacks 
and gleaming gold epau-
lets.

Ahead of his meet-
ing with Loudiyi, Gantz 
paid his respects at the 
tomb of Mohamed V, the 
grandfather of the reign-
ing monarch.

Morocco, the United 
Arab Emirates, Bahrain 
and sudan signed agree-
ments to normalize rela-
tions with Israel in 2020 
as part of the Abraham 
Accords, which were bro-
kered by the Trump ad-
ministration.

Israel and Morocco 
enjoyed low-level dip-
lomatic relations in the 
1990s, but Morocco sev-
ered them after a Pales-
tinian uprising erupted 
in 2000. Despite that, 
the two states have 
maintained informal 
relations. Nearly half a 
million Israelis claim 
Moroccan heritage — 
more than 200,000 im-
migrated to Israel after 
the founding of the state 
in 1948 — and thou-
sands visit the country 
each year.

Morocco is still home 
to a small Jewish commu-
nity, and Rabat has one 
remaining synagogue, 
where Gantz will visit at 
the close of his two-day 
trip.

In exchange for Mo-
rocco normalizing re-
lations with Israel, the 
Trump administration 
promised in Decem-
ber 2020 to recognize 
Moroccan sovereignty 
over Western sahara, a 
disputed north African 
territory. The announce-
ment upset decades of 
U.s. policy and interna-
tional consensus that 
Western sahara’s status 
should be settled by a 
U.N. referendum.

since then, the Biden 
administration has cau-
tiously walked back that 
recognition.

The Abraham Ac-
cords broke a longstand-
ing consensus among 
Arab states that normal-
ization with Israel only 
take place as part of a 
resolution of the Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict. 
Because of that, the Pal-
estinians view the agree-
ments as a betrayal that 
eroded their leverage 
with Israel.
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live FRom NeW YoRK! Rapper Saweetie arrives at NBc Studios 
ahead of her musical performance on Saturday Night live.

The
Big Pic

DoN’T BeTRaY heR! Singer olivia rodrigo turned heads 
at the american music awards in los angeles.

Aries:
You are on a secret mission, Aries, and the 
Universe is your co-conspirator on this jour-
ney. so, take time to tune in and have a con-
versation about what you are trying to bring 
into the physical. At the same time, listen. The 
Universe is speaking to you every day in mys-
terious ways, and helping you create the joy-
ful, abundant and blissful life you desire for 
yourself. It’s all happening in this moment, 
beautiful!
Taurus:
smooth seas do not make skillful sailors, Tau-
rus. Challenges are a part of life and they teach 
valuable lessons - resilience and adaptability 
being two of them. If you are feeling down, 
know that the only way now is up. But before 
you hasten to get to the ‘good’ part, stay down 
for a while. Notice how you feel, the things 
that trigger you. Learn the lesson this situa-
tion is trying to teach you. At the same time, 
let go of the need to compare your journey 
with that of others. You are where you need 
to, so trust the divine plan.
Gemini:
Every mistake is an opportunity to learn. so 
before you start being harsh on yourself for 
making the mistakes you have, take a mo-

ment to focus on the learnings. This will lead 
to many revelations on your journey. The one 
thing you want to remember as you are reas-
sessing the story is that you are where you 
are meant to. so, let go of the need to compare 
yourself with others. This is a tendency that 
will lower rather than raise your vibrations.
Cancer:
Our past karma has an effect on the present. 
In the same way, our present karma is the 
very seed of our future. so, breathe. Take a 
moment to observe what you’re holding onto 
and whether it has a place in your reality you 
are building for yourself. Looks like the time 
to hit the refresh button has come, Cancer! 
something tells you are already in the midst 
of a beautiful transition.
Leo:
If we believed all the stories our mind told us 
then our life would be entirely different, Leo. 
so, take a moment to assess the stories you’re 
repeating to yourself and whether or not they 
are serving your highest good. Upon closer 
examination, you will realise that you are let-
ting your fears get the better of you, beautiful. 
so, take a deep breath. Take a deep breath and 
relax. You know what you’ve have to do and 
now is the time to do it. Ps: The Universe has 

your back!
Virgo:
Oh, illusions! We love our illusions and we 
love making love to our illusions in the hope 
that they somehow serendipitously become 
true. But, no matter how much we try to 
breathe life into them, they never will for 
they’re not meant to. so, step out of that pal-
ace of illusions, Virgo. Into the world. Into this 
time and space reality, and know that only by 
being in the here and now will you discover 
true bliss and freedom.
Libra:
Today’s affirmation for you is the Serenity 
Prayer, “Dear Universe, Grant me the serenity 
to accept the things I cannot change, the cour-
age to change the things I can, and the wis-
dom to know the difference.” This is the se-
cret to overcoming challenges you are being 
faced, Libra. Remember, acceptance is a gift. 
so, shift your perspective and become aware 
of what you are being shown in this moment. 
There is oh-so-much to be grateful! And as far 
as those changes are concerned, be bold and 
make the move you’ve been contenplating for 
some time now.
scorpio:
standing in your truth can be intimidating, 

especially when you feel like you might face 
opposition. We all wanted to be loved and 
accepted, scorpio, and that includes you. Just 
make sure you don’t end up betraying your-
self in an attempt to satisfy the baser desires 
of other people. The cards are also reminding 
you of the law of cause and effect. Plant your 
seeds mindfully. This will ensure that you 
reap a lush harvest tomorrow.
sagittarius:
If you are feeling lost or confused, revisit the 
goals you set for yourself. Remembering why 
you started can help you refocus on where 
you’re headed and choose the best path to get 
there. Most successful people will tell you it’s 
a good idea to keep reviewing your progress 
after certain intervals to account for changes 
and ensure you’re on the right track. And if 
you haven’t found that one thing that ignites 
your dormant fire, it’s time to do some soul 
searching, beloved.
Capricorn:
As John Maxwell once said, “Change is inevi-
table. Growth is optional.” You are faced with 
the same choice, Capricorn. Nothing can grow 
or evolve without movement. Remember 
that as you stand on the precipice ready for 
change. You will be tempted to take the easy 

way out, as most of us. Let your passion guide 
you, nonetheless, and you’ll find that there is 
a lot to explore in the unknown realms.
Aquarius:
Open your eyes, Aquarius, and notice the 
support and love you are blessed with in this 
moment. There are people in this world, who 
adore and accept you just the way you are. If 
that is not a reason to celebrate, we don’t know 
what is! Adopting gratitude as a practice is 
something that could help you bring about 
a shift. The cards also reminding you of 
the virtues of surrender. There are some 
things that are not working out as per 
your expectations, and that too is okay. 
It would be unfair to only accept the joyful ex-
periences as a gift.
Pisces:
Pisces, you are becoming more aware of the 
river beneath the river beneath the river. The 
river, which is an unending source of creative 
nourishment. The river which continues to 
supply you with inspiration. The river which 
takes you to realms that exist above and be-
yond the imagination of the average person. 
Honour what you’re being called to bring to 
the physical as you are a vessel for the Uni-
verse to express itself in the manifest reality.

Movies make my world go round: Ajay devgn 
on completing 30 years in Bollywood

mumbai, Nov 24 (PTi): su-
perstar Ajay Devgn complet-
ed 30 years in the Hindi film 
industry on Monday and said 
the key ingredient for his 
sustainability in the world 
of cinema is his passion for 
movies and the stubbornness 
to keep evolving.

The 52-year-old actor 
entered the Hindi film indus-
try with Phool Aur Kaante , 
which released on November 
22, 1991.

The Kuku Kohli-direct-
ed romantic-action movie 
did well commercially and 
is remembered more so for 
Devgn’s introduction in the 
film, a 180 degree split while 
balancing on two moving 
motorcycles. The stunt was 
designed by his late father 
and veteran action choreog-
rapher Veeru Devgan.

“I’m warming up and in-
tend to go for another 30-40 
years,” Devgn promised.

To survive three decades, 
one needs hard work, grit, 
good luck, blessings and 
above all, tenacity, Devgn 
added.

It’s often said -- it’s the 
survival of the fittest. Yes, 
you have to be mentally and 
physically sound and fit, to 
last 30 years and not seek a 
break, the actor, who is also 
a director and producer, told 
PTI in an interview.

As an actor some of his 
most notable films include Ji-
gar , Vijaypath , Diljale , Pyaar 
Toh Hona Hi Tha , Zakhm , 
Hum Dil De Chuke sanam , 
Omkara , Golmaal , singham 
series, Raid , Tanhaji: The Un-
sung Warrior , among others.

Over the years, Devgn 
has witnessed both highs 
and lows but has managed 
to prove his mettle as a ver-
satile performer trying out 
various genres from action, 
romance to comedy.

Passion for cinema keeps 
him “ticking every single 
minute”, he said.

I can’t tell what it is about 
the movies that make my 
world go round. Every aspect 
of cinema is delightful, en-
joyable and to be cherished. 
From emotion to technology, 
cinema is constantly evolving 
and my hunger for this is in-

satiable, he added.
Asked to pick some of 

his career-defining roles, the 
actor said it is a tad tough to 
choose from his 100 films 
but he is immensely proud of 
Phool Aur Kaante and Tanha-
ji: The Unsung Warrior .

I’m proud of Phool Aur 
Kaante’ that gave me birth 
and Tanhaji: The Unsung 
Warrior’ that marked my 
century. The period in be-
tween had some milestones 
and mistakes. However, I 
don’t believe in dwelling on 
past glory. One must look 
ahead.

Devgn turned director 
with 2008’s U Me Aur Hum , 
which dealt with Alzheimer’s 
disease. He also starred in the 
romance drama opposite his 
wife, actor Kajol. In his next 
directorial venture shivaay 
(2016), he showcased 
high-octane action sequenc-
es in a film that had an emo-
tional tale of father-daughter 
at the core.

He is returning to the di-
rector’s chair with the tenta-
tively titled Mayday , billed as 
an “edge-of-the-seat” drama.

Mayday features Devgn as 
a pilot and Rakul Preet singh 
as his co-pilot. Megastar Am-
itabh Bachchan and “Love 
Per square Foot” actor Angi-
ra Dhar round out the cast of 
the film.

Talking about directing 
films set in different spaces, 
Devgn said the attempt is 
to make more “meaningful” 
movies than “popcorn” en-
tertainers.

I don’t go out of my way 
to choose something just to 
make a statement. More of-
ten subjects have come to me 
at various stages and at that 
point, I have felt motivated to 
make that film. I’m not keen 
to be associated only with 
popcorn stuff. Frankly, I don’t 
have anything against pop-
corn cinema.

However, if I have to 
choose a subject to direct, I 
would wish for it to be more 
meaningful and deep. Per-
haps, someday I will make a 
light film too. Like I said, it’s 
a decision made at that mo-
ment in life, he added.

The actor is also set to 
foray into the digital space 
with the Disney+ Hotstar 
crime-drama series Rudra-
The Edge of Darkness , a re-
make of the Idris Elba-star-
rer British series Luther .

speaking about his debut 
series, Devgn said, I loved 
Luther’ and enjoyed the 
multiple seasons long be-
fore I was offered the desi 
remake. Idris Elba plays 
a cop-on-the-edge with 
multiple shades and as a 
viewer he had my attention 
throughout.

When I was offered 
Rudra ‘, I felt it was a good 
beginning for me as an ac-
tor on a streaming platform. 
Besides the nuanced cop 
character, the element of 
mystery and thrill made it 
worth my while.

Devgn continues to be 
one of the busiest actors 
even today with a slew of 

movies like ss Rajamou-
li’s Telugu action-drama 
RRR , sanjay Leela Bhansa-
li-helmed Gangubai Kathi-
awadi , Maidaan , a sports 
drama, the Kaithi remake, 
historical drama Chanakya 
, light-hearted entertainers 
like Thank God and Golmaal 
5 and singham 3 coming up.

We actors are fortu-
nate and blessed to go out 
there and do something we 
love each day of our lives. I 
didn’t choose Amit sharma’s 
‘Maidaan’, the film chose me. 
It’s one of those sport-based 
drama films with a terrific 
emotional anchor that will 
stay forever, he said.

As for RRR and Gangubai 
Kathiawadi , he has cameos 
in the two highly-anticipated 
projects.

When you have masters 
like Rajamouli sir and sanjay, 
you don’t question the length 
of a role. You do it because of 
the sheer pleasure of being 
on set with them and sharing 
their vision, Devgn said.

The actor also informed 
that Kaithi , for which the 
Hindi title is yet to be final-
ised, should go on floors 
early next year and singham 
3 is expected to start rolling 
around October.

About the remaining 
projects ( Raid 2’, Chanakya’, 
Golmaal 5’) there are no set 
timelines. I know the films 
will happen. The pandemic 
made all of us lose a couple 
of years. so, until the backlog 
clears, I cannot see that far 
into the future, he said.

ridley Scott hits back at gucci family 
criticism: it was about murder

london, Nov 24 (PTi): 
Veteran filmmaker Ridley 
scott has responded to the 
criticism from the Gucci 
estate about his upcom-
ing biographical crime film 
“House of Gucci”, saying they 
seem to have forgotten there 
was a murder in the family.
The movie stars Lady Gaga 
as Patrizia Reggiani, the 
ex-wife of Maurizio Gucci, 
played by Adam Driver, the 
grandson of the Gucci fash-
ion house founder Guccio 
Gucci.
Reggiani was abandoned 
after 12 years of marriage 
by Maurizio Gucci in 1985 
for a younger woman. she 
was tried and convicted of 
orchestrating her ex-hus-
band’s assassination on the 
steps of his office in Italy in 
1995.
Patricia Gucci, who is Guccio 
Gucci’s granddaughter and 
Maurizio Gucci’s first cousin, 
in April said that the MGM 
film was “stealing the identi-

ty of a family to make a profit 
to increase the income of the 
Hollywood system”.
Rubbishing Patricia Gucci’s 
claims, scott told the BBC’s 
flagship radio news pro-
gramme “Today”: “It was 
about murder. They forget: 
He was murdered. One of 
the brothers went to jail for 
tax evasion. so don’t talk to 
me about making a profit. 
Are you kidding? When you 
do that you tend to become 
public domain.”
The 83-year-old director, 
known for iconic movies 
like “Gladiator”, said the TV 
spin-offs of his classic films 
“Blade Runner” and “Alien” 
are under development.
“We have already written 
the pilot for Blade Runner 
and the bible. so we’re al-
ready presenting Blade Run-
ner as a TV show, probably 
the first 10 hours,” he said.
scott, who recently saw the 
release of his period action 
drama “The Last Duel”, also 

confirmed “Alien” was get-
ting a “similar” small-screen 
spin-off.
“Alien is now being written 
for pilot,” he said, adding 
that the 8-10 hour bible was 
also being put together.
“Alien” is to air on FX with 
Noah Hawley as showrun-
ner. There is no news yet on 
where “Blade Runner” is be-
ing set up.
Next for the director is “Kit-
bag”, an Apple Studios film 
on Napoleon Bonaparte, 
which reunites the director 
with Joaquin Phoenix after 
“Gladiator” and Jodie Comer 
post “The Last Duel”.
Scott confirmed the film will 
start shooting January 15.
“It’s a monster,” he said.
The director also lashed out 
at the decision to have live 
firearms on set of “Rust”, 
which led to the accidental 
killing of cinematographer 
Halyna Hutchins. A number 
of lawsuits have been filed 
over the fatal shooting.

Shahid Kapoor: “after Kabir Singh released, 
i went like a beggar to everybody”

“I went to all these people 
who’ve made these 200-

250 crore films,” said Shahid 
Kapoor New Delhi: shahid 
Kapoor interacted with the 
media during the trailer 
launch of Jersey on Tuesday. 
He said that he begged the 
filmmakers who have made 
200-250 crore films, stated 
Bollywood Life. “After Kabir 
singh released, I went like a 
beggar to everybody. I went 

to all these people who’ve 
made these 200-250 crore 
films. I’ve never been a part of 
this club, so it was completely 
new to me. Having spent 15-16 
years in the industry, I never had 
such a huge grosser. so, when it 
finally happened, I didn’t know 
where to go, it was all new to 
me,” Bollywood Life quoted 
shahid Kapoor as saying.

Jersey is the Hindi remake 
of the Telugu hit of the same 

name. It showcases the story of 
a cricketer, who returns to play 
cricket in his 30s, by joining the 
Indian cricket team. Directed by 
Gowtam Tinnanuri (who also 
helmed the original), the film 
was initially slated for an Au-
gust 28 release. However, it 
was shifted due to the pan-
demic. The film will finally 
hit the screens on December 
31. The film will also feature 
shahid Kapoor’s father Pan-

kaj Kapur as his mentor and 
actor Mrunal Thakur as his 
wife. shahid Kapoor was last 
seen in the 2019 hit Kabir 
singh, co-starring Kiara Ad-
vani. The film was a remake 
of the Telugu hit Arjun Red-
dy, starring Vijay Deverakon-
da in the lead role. The actor 
will next be seen in an unti-
tled project with Raj and DK 
and in another project with 
Ali Abbas Zafar.


