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SDF complains to GEO against nla-nange, wants
him removed for duration of hy-elections

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 14 OcT:
Sikkim Democratic Front

today approached the
Chief Electoral Officer
seeking the removal of DIG
[Range], ST Bhutia, from his
present position for the du-
ration of the by-elections
since the party is con-
vinced that the officer has
failed to ensure that the
police acted in impartial
and fair manner.

In a complaint letter

to the CEO, Sikkim, with
copies marked to the
South district Return-
ing Officer and the Chief
Election Commissioner,
SDF general secretaries
Dev Gurung and Amos R
Lepcha, have detailed the
incidents of violence at
Poklok-Kamrang constit-
uency and alleged slack
and biased follow-up by
Sikkim Police and high-
lighted the public state-
ments of the DIG [Range]

to argue that negligent
policing was giving a free
hand to the ruling party
to intimidate the peo-
ple and attack campaign
teams of the Opposition.

The letter alleges that
the manner in which the
DIG has overseen the
case reflects that he was
acting on the behest of
the ruling party.

SDF has also narrated
the sequence of events
leading to the attack on

the party president’s mo-
torcade on the evening of
10 Oct and stresses that
even though Sikkim Po-
lice was informed about
the party’s concern that
SKM party functionaries
would try and disrupt
the campaign, adequate
police bandobast was not
undertaken.

It further took the
police two days before
it began investigating
the case and even then

the investigation was
tasked to a junior officer
despite the enormity of
the incident.

The party has also
taken serious note of
the tone and tenor of the
public statement of the
DIG [Range] on the inci-
dent and also the half-
truths he presented.

The letter accuses
the DIG of acting with
bias in order to please
the ruling party.

Justice Arup
Kumar
Goswami to
be sworn in
as C] today

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 14 OcT:
ustice, Arup Kumar
Goswami will be sworn
in as the Chief Justice of
Sikkim here at Raj Bha-
wan on 15 October.

Governor, Ganga
Prasad will administer
the oath of secrecy to the
new Chief Justice, Justice
Arup Kumar Goswami.

Justice Goswami was
senior most judge of Gu-
wahati High Court and
had discharged his re-
sponsibilities as Acting
Chief Justice till his ele-
vation to the post of Chief
Justice.

Earlier this month on
03 October, Ministry of
Law & Justice published
a notification appointing
him as the Chief Justice of
Sikkim.

Justice Goswami was
born at Jorhat, Assam on
11 Mar, 1961 and gradu-
ated in Economics from
Cotton College. He got his
LLB Degree from Govern-
ment Law College, Guwa-
hati in 1985. He enrolled
as an Advocate with the
Bar Council of Assam, Na-
galand, Meghalaya, Ma-
nipur, Tripura, Mizoram
and Arunachal Pradesh
on 1985.

He was designated
Senior Advocate by the
Gauhati High Court on
2004 and has served as
Standing Senior Counsel
of Gauhati High Court
and Karbi-Anglong Au-
tonomous Council, Edu-
cation Department, Gov-
ernment of Assam and
Standing Counsel, North
Cachar Hills Autonomous
Council till appointed as
an Additional Judge of
Gauhati High Court on
January, 2011.

Justice Goswami had
represented Assam in
Ranji Trophy and also
represented East Zone in
Under-19, Under-22 and
at the senior level. He be-
came permanent Judge
on 07 Nov, 2012.

Golay receives grand welcome at
Damthang and Sorak-Simpani

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 14 OcT:
In continuation of his
ongoing election cam-
paigning in Poklok-Kam-
rang constituency, Sik-
kim Krantikari Morcha
[SKM] president and
Chief Minister, PS Ta-
mang received a grand
welcome from the peo-

ple of Damthang and
Sorak-Simpani blocks on
Monday.

As per an SKM press
release, the CM stated
that SKM was the sun
rise while Sikkim Dem-
ocratic Front was the
sunset. He mentioned
that the victory of SKM
in the election will bring

the people of the area in
direct contact with the
government and help in
the overall development
of the constituency.

On the same, he urged
the people to take the
right decision in this by-
poll. Mr Tamang assured
to work for the people in
these four and a half years.

The release informs
that the meeting was
also addressed by Min-
isters, Sanjeet Kharel
and Loknath Nepal along
with other senior leaders
of SKM. It is informed that
34 families of SDF from
Damthang and Salghari
blocks led by Dawa Tamang
also joined SKM today.

HSP lashes out against BJP,
clarifies on alhance allegatlon

SAGAR CHHETRI
GANGTOK, 14 OcT:
Hamro Sikkim Par-
ty [HSP] spokes-
person, Biraj Adhikari
today claimed that it
was Bharatiya Janata
Party [BJP] that had ap-
proached HSP for an al-
liance prior to the 2019
elections and the alliance
did not materialize after
BJP failed to give written
assurance on five-point
Sikkim-centric issues
placed by the party.
Addressing a press
conference here this af-
ternoon, Mr Adhikari
warned BJP state pres-
ident, DB Chauhan to
stop talking about the
alliance issue as BJP
had approached HSP
and not the other way
around. He also lashed
out against Mr Chauhan
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for calling Bhaichung

Bhutia anti-national
and separatist.

HSP will always raise
voice for Sikkim and Ar-
ticle 371F he added.

HSP president, Bina
Basnett mentioned that
the discussion for alli-
ance with BJP was always
transparent and in the
public domain. She
alleged that BJP took
10 MLAs of Sikkim
Democratic Front par-
ty unethically.

She further alleged
that BJP forcefully took
two seats from Sikkim
Krantikari Morcha and
is now trying to show
that both parties are
working together.

Stating that opposi-
tion is the soul of democ-
racy, she questioned the
safety of democratic val-
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ues in the state without
an opposition.

Letting BJP win the
by-election will not be
HSP’s loss but it would
be the loss of entire
Sikkim and its people,
she stated.

On the same, she ap-
pealed to the people of
Sikkim to support a gen-
uine candidate and pre-
vent the unethical entry
of BJP into the State.

HSP  spokesperson,
Sonam Sherpa expressed
his objection to the state-
ment given by senior
BJP leader, Ram Mad-
hav that BJP can form
the government without
contesting elections. He
also demanded that the
BJP state-unit clear its
stand on the Citizenship
Amendment Bill and NRC
in the State.

Special Marriage Act to be applicable to Sikkim

NEw DELHI, OcT 14 (PTI):
President Ram Nath Kov-
ind has approved the
extension of the Special
Marriage Act, 1954, un-
der which inter-religion
weddings can be regis-
tered, to Sikkim.

Punitive  provisions
for the violation of
the Act will also come
into force in the North-
eastern state with the
publication of a noti-
fication by the Union
Home Ministry.

In exercise of the

powers conferred by
clause (n) of article 371F
of the Constitution, the
President hereby extends
the Special Marriage Act,
1954 (43 of 1954) to the
State of Sikkim, subject
to the certain modifica-
tions, the home ministry
notification said.

The Special Marriage
Act provides for a spe-
cial form of marriage in
certain cases, for the reg-
istration of such and cer-
tain other marriages and
for divorce.

If those marrying un-
der the Act have a living
spouse, shall be pun-
ished with imprisonment
which may extend to sev-
en years, and shall also
be liable to fine.

Anyone marrying un-
der the Act if try to con-
ceal a former marriage
from the person with
whom subsequent mar-
riage is contracted, shall
be punished with im-
prisonment which may
extend to 10 years, and
shall also be liable to fine.

SRINAGAR, OcT 14 (PTI): Mobile phones in
Kashmir buzzed back to life on Monday, con-
necting 40 lakh post-paid subscribers to their
families and friends in the country, the Valley
and their neighbourhoods after 72 days but
without any internet facilities.

The phones started ringing from noon as
promised by the government on Saturday and
people across the Valley quickly dialled out to
speak to those they had been unable to since
August 5, when the Centre revoked Jammu and
Kashmir’s special status and reorganised the
state into two union territories. The resump-
tion of the service is only on post-paid connec-
tions and only for voice calls and SMS. Over 25
lakh prepaid mobile phones and other internet
services, including WhatsApp, will remain de-
activated for now, officials said.

Connectivity was snapped exactly a week
before Eid, celebrated on August 12. And so
great was the relief on Monday that many
Kashmiris wished each other Eid Mubarak.

“This day is no less than Eid for us. In a
global era of the world becoming one, tran-
scending borders, we were cut off from the
rest of the world for more than two months,”
said Nighat Shah.

Basharat Ahmad, a resident of the old city,
lost no time in calling his friends and relatives
within Kashmir and outside to just hear their
voices after the long gap. In just an hour, he

made 30 calls. “Thad not spoken to my relatives
in Delhi and elsewhere outside Kashmir for 70
days. I want to hear from all of them and want
to tell them we are still alive,” Ahmad said.

It was a tough 72 days even for those whose
loved ones stayed close by.

Yasir Ahad said he was talking to his fian-
cee when the lines snapped abruptly.

“I was not able to contact my fiancee who
lives just five kilometres from my place. We got
engaged in July this year and two weeks lat-
er we had no information about each other’s

well being,” Ahad said. Ahad, who plans to get
married next spring, said he would talk to
his fiancee every day till the sudden commu-
nication blockade came into force in the early
hours of August 5.

“I was talking to her when the signal went
off. Initially, I thought there was something
wrong with my phone but soon realised that
the rumours ahead of August 5 were not un-
founded,” he added. Security forces are fully
geared to meet any challenge arising out of
the opening of mobile communications, offi-

cials said. The restoration of post-paid mobile
phones of all services tops a number of steps
taken in recent weeks to remove restrictions
in the Valley.

Last week, the state was opened to tourists.
Educational institutions are also open, but at-
tendance has been slim. On August 17, partial
fixed line telephony was resumed in the Valley.
On September 4, nearly 50,000 landlines were
declared operational.

The announcement that the services would
be restored was made by Jammu and Kashmir
Principal Secretary and spokesperson Rohit
Kansal at a nationally televised press confer-
ence here on Saturday.

Jammu and Kashmir Governor Satya Pal
Malik had earlier said mobile phones were
being used by terrorists to spread a hate cam-
paign in the state. Lack of mobile phone con-
nectivity caused immense hardship to the peo-
ple and the announcement of its restoration is
the most significant step towards ending the
communication blockade.

“With this step, tourists will be able to vis-
it the state without being handicapped by the
lack of phone connectivity, students can be in
touch with parents while attending school, busi-
nessmen can be in touch with customers, trans-
porters can contact clients and contractors can
be in touch with staff,” Kansal said on Saturday.

turn to pg02
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Chance to Stop Culture of Violence
from Becoming the New Normal

PD RAI

Recently the Government of PS Golay
and SKM Party laid bare its inten-
tions by removing a hoarding near the
Manipal Hospital which read “Save Sik-
kim” - this was put up by a rival politi-
cal outfit. Not the SDF. But what came
out was clear in its message that free
speech was not to be tolerated. In fact
the police carrying out the act of re-
moval, caught on camera, was shouting
out this message in no uncertain terms.

But why is this kind of intolerance
being propagated when the same Par-
ty was propagating, before the 2019
general elections, that there was no de-
mocracy in Sikkim. How is it possible to
have such a short memory about Demo-
cratic values and tolerance is highly sig-
nificant. This is really a real about turn
which is not lost out on anyone.

For PS Golay everything will be lost
if he loses the bypolls in Poklok Kam-
rang. If he wins he will save his chair as
the Chief Minister. But can he erase the
dangerous legacy he and the SKM party

are stridently crafting?

The recent acts of violence wit-
nessed in Poklok Kamrang when mo-
tivated SKM youth and others attacked
SDF Party President’s vehicle and dam-
aged it is an indication of what is their
violent agenda. A stone hit his young
daughter who was accompanying
him. What was shocking to see was
that this was done in full view of mute
police personnel. What has become of
our law and order machinery, espe-
cially when the model code of conduct
is in operation?

These acts of violence and intoler-
ance sends out several clear messages:

One, that those who are carrying
out these acts of violence are not both-
ered about the law. [t is during the mod-
el code of conduct that all this is hap-
pening. Very sorry state of affairs this.
Is the Election Commission taking note
of this? After all it certainly has been re-
ported and in the know of the several
agencies conducting the polls.

Second, we are dangerously moving
into a society that is a more violent one

and tolerant of it. If law enforcement
will not do what it has to do then all
sides of the political spectrum will do
the same when their turn comes.

Third, Poklok Kamrang constituen-
cy must be won by the SKM Party at any
cost in order to allow PS Golay to con-
tinue as Chief Minister. So use every-
thing you can do. We have always main-
tained that violence is in their DNA.

Now, if we as a society read all these
messages clearly then what inferences
can we draw that are fundamental to
our very existential nature.

We definitely have to ask ourselves
whether we have obtained the right
kind of democracy when we merged
with India in 19757 And this is clearly
what different political outfits are ask-
ing when they say ‘Save Sikkim’ and
put out political hoardings. Never were
such views aired when the SDF was in
power. Never did we question the dem-
ocratic values obtained thus far.

Did we not have peace and develop-
ment leading to a prosperous and egali-
tarian society in the last 25 years?

What comes out of all this is the ab-
solute failure of our law enforcers - rule
of law is now being sacrificed for nar-
row personal political gains.

The role of the District Collector
comes under scrutiny as he is the election
Commission's law enforcement arm.

The Governor has a duty to ensure
peace in a border state. If a culture of
violence starts to overtake our society
then we are definitely not doing jus-
tice to the mandate given under Article
371F of the Constitution of our country.

Clearly from all of the above we see
that we are headed for a new normal.
Will we want to tolerate this as right
thinking citizens is a very moot ques-
tion. We have one way to protect our-
selves from this dangerous trend and
that is to exercise our vote in the best
possible manner. Let us not waste an
opportunity to reorient the trend.

Else, Shangri La will be truly lost.
Sikkim, as we know it, will be lost.

Is this the ‘parivartan’ we so badly
wanted?

Please think.

Open men’s football

General Observer visits Poklok

tournament at Dikchu school

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
MANGAN, 14 OcCT:

porting Boys Lachung

played against Man-
gan Police in the
open men’s football
tournament today at
Dikchu Senior Second-
ary School.

On the twelfth day of
the 78th foundation year
celebration of the school,
Mangan Police defeated

Sporting Boys Lachung
by 5-0 goals.

The match today was
attended by Umesh Mun-
dra as chief guest along

with panchayat, Dik-
chu-Jang, Chandra Lall
Sharma, SHO SIS, Suraj
Thakuri, officials from
SKPPL, Praveen Pradhan,
Jonah George Tamang as
special guests and other
dignitaries.

Indian economy on a shaky
ground: Nobel awardee Banerjee

KOLKATA, OcT 14 (PTI):
Indian-American Abhijit
Banerjee, who on Mon-
day won the 2019 No-
bel for Economics, said
Indian economy is on a
shaky ground.

The data currently
available do not hold any
assurance for the coun-
try’s economic revival
anytime soon, he stated.

“The condition of
Indian economy is on a
shaky ground.

After witnessing the
present (growth) data,
just can’t be sure about
it (revival of economy in
near future).

“In the last five-six
years, at least we could
witness some growth,
but now that assurance
is also gone,” Banerjee

told a news channel from
the US. The 58-year-old
economist, who bagged
the coveted prize joint-
ly with his wife Esther
Duflo and another econ-
omist Michael Kremer
for his “experimental
approach to alleviat-
ing global poverty”,
said he never thought
he would get a Nobel so
early in his career.

“I have been doing
this research for the last
twenty years. We have
tried offering solutions
towards alleviation of
poverty,’ Banerjee, who
is currently the Ford
Foundation Internation-
al Professor of Econom-
ics at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
(MIT), said.

Abhijit Banerjee, Esther Duflo
and Michael Kremer win
2019 Nobel Economics Prize

StockHoLM, OcT 14 (PTI):
Indian-American Abhijit
Banerjee, Esther Duf-
lo and Michael Kremer
jointly won the 2019 No-
bel Economics Prize on
Monday “for their exper-
imental approach to alle-
viating global poverty.”
“The research con-
ducted by this year’s
Laureates has consid-
erably improved our
ability to fight global
poverty. In just two
decades, their new
experiment-based

approach has trans-
formed development
economics, which is

now a flourishing field
of research,” said the
Nobel committee in a

statement. Banerjee,
58, was educated at
the University of Cal-
cutta, Jawaharlal Nehru
University and Harvard
University, where he re-
ceived his Ph.D in 1988.

He is currently the
Ford Foundation Inter-
national Professor of
Economics at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of
Technology, according
to his profile on the MIT
website.

In 2003, Banerjee
founded the Abdul La-
tif Jameel Poverty Ac-
tion Lab (J-PAL), along
with Duflo and Sendhil
Mullainathan, and he
remains one of the lab’s
directors.

Kamrang

NamcHI, 14 Oct (IPR):
General Observer for
By-Elections for 10 Pok-
lok Kamrang Assem-
bly Constituency, Alak
Kumar Saharia visited
various polling stations
today. He was accom-
panied by Sector Mag-
istrate, RB Bhandari, Li-
aison Officer, Chewang
Bhutia, Polling Sta-
tions and Basic Min-
imum Incharge, Ten-
zing Bhutia and other
election officials.

The General Observer
inspected various poll-
ing stations at Chiso-
pani, Denchung, Poklok,
Tinik, Dhargaon Dorop
and Salghari. At the poll-
ing stations Mr Saharia
enquired the adequate
measures that have been

undertaken to fulfill the
basic minimum require-
ments of the voters. He
added that proper exit
doors have to be set up
and printed information
regarding the elections
needs to be put up at the
stations.

In addition, he also

Polling Stations

interacted with the stu-
dents and headmasters
wherein the polling sta-
tion has been put up. He

further explained the
students about the sig-
nificance of elections in
a democratic country like
ours, the functioning of
Election Commission

of India and how vot-
ing is one of the vital
responsibilities of the
Indian citizens.

During the course of
the tour Mr Saharia also
met with the teams of
police personnel, flying
squads and video sur-
veillance.

185 dengue cases in Oct, total
mounts to 467 in Delhi

NEw DELHI, Oct 14
(PTI): Cases of dengue
have spiked in the na-
tional capital with at
least 111 of those being
reported in the last one
week, taking the total
number of people affect-
ed by the vector-borne
disease this year in Del-
hi to 467, according to
a municipal report re-
leased on Monday.

The number of malar-
ia cases recorded till Oc-
tober 12 has also risen to
459, it said.

October alone has
seen 185 cases of dengue
while 190 cases were re-
ported in September.

However, 91 cases
of malaria have been re-
corded this month till Oc-
tober 12 while Septem-
ber saw 214 cases.

Till October 5, the city
had recorded 356 cases
of dengue, marking a rise
of 111 fresh cases in the
past one week, according
to civic authorities.

Of the total 467 den-
gue cases, August record-
ed 52 cases, July record-
ed 18, June witnessed 11
cases and the rest was
registered between Jan-
uary and May, according
to the South Delhi Munic-
ipal Corporation (SDMC),
which tabulates the data
on vector-borne diseases
in the city.

As many as 56 malar-
ia cases were recorded
in August, 54 in July, 35
in June, eight in May and
one in April, it said.

Malaria cases had

outstripped those of
dengue in Delhi for the
past several weeks, but
dengue has once again
eclipsed malaria as far
as the infection count is
concerned in Delhi.

According to the re-
port, at least 118 cases
of chikungunya have also
been reported this year.

Last  year 2,798
dengue cases and four
deaths were recorded
by the SDMC. It had also
reported 473 cases of
malaria and 165 cases of
chikungunya.

Both the Delhi gov-
ernment and local bodies
have been making efforts
to raise awareness on
precautions to ensure
that there is no breeding
of mosquito larvae.

The AAP government
has started an anti-den-
gue campaign ‘10Hafte,
10Baje, 10Minute’ urging
people to inspect their
house for any standing
water.

The campaign from
September 1 and Novem-
ber 15 to combat dengue
has garnered support
from several personal-
ities, including cricket
legend Kapil Dev, many
Bollywood actors and
well-known journalists.

During a press con-
ference on Sunday, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejri-
wal had said, “In five
years, the number of
dengue cases reported
have come down by 80
per cent. We have tried
to reduce it even fur-

ther. This year, fortu-
nately, there is no spike
in it and it is because all
the people have come
together, from the Delhi
government to the Cen-
tre and the MCD”.

Dengue mosquito lar-
vae breed in clear, stand-
ing water while those of
malaria mosquito thrive
even in dirty water.

Doctors have advised
people to take precau-
tions and ensure that
there is no breeding of
mosquito larvae around
them. They have urged
people to wear full-
sleeves clothes and use
mosquito nets.

Water coolers should
be dried up when not in
use as mosquitoes carry-
ing dengue virus usual-
ly breed there, a doctor
said.

Cases of vector-borne
diseases are usually re-
ported between July and
November, but the period
may stretch to mid-De-
cember.

Meanwhile, mosqui-
to-breeding has been
reported in at least
1,55,921 households
and 1,24,589 legal no-
tices have been issued
this year.

From public schools
to government office
premises, 72 institutions
have been penalised by
civic authorities in north
Delhi in the last five
months for breeding of
mosquito larvae in their
premises, officials had
earlier said.

Very very
happy and
delighted:
Amartya
Sen

KOLKATA, OcT 14 (PTI):
Nobel laureate Amartya
Sen on Monday said he
was “very very hap-
py and delighted” over
Abhijit Vinayak Banerjee
jointly winning the Nobel
in Economics.

Sen had won the
same award in 1998 for
his contribution to wel-
fare economics.

Speaking to PTI from
Boston, Sen said Im very
very happy and delight-
ed that Abhijit Banerjee
along with others have
been awarded with the
Nobel for Economics, he
told PTL

58-year-old Baner-
jee bagged the coveted
prize jointly with his wife
Esther Duflo and anoth-
er economist Michael
Kremer for his “experi-
mental approach to alle-
viating global poverty”.

[ think that the prize
has been given to the
most competent persons,
Sen said.

Banerjee is currently
the Ford Foundation In-
ternational Professor of
Economics at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT).

86-year-old Sen cur-
rently serves as profes-
sor of economics and
philosophy at Harvard
University, from where
Banerjee received his
PhD in 1988.

HDFC lowers lending
rates by 10 bps to 8.25%

MumBAal, Oct 14 (PTI):
Mortgage major HDFC
on Monday announced a
0.10 percentage points
reduction in its floating
rates, joining a growing
list of lenders which are
revising down their loan
prices.

The move, applica-
ble for both new as well
as existing borrowers,
brings down its lending
rate to 8.25 percent for
the salaried borrowers to
the lowest bracket and at
8.65 percent on the up-
per end.

The rate cut by the
largest mortgage lender
comes following a cumu-
lative 1.35 percent rate
reductions by the Re-
serve Bank since Feb-
ruary 2019 to prop up
the sagging economy
amid a sustained pe-
riod of low inflation.

Many others have also
reduced their lending
rates in recent past.

The nation’s largest
lender and HDFC’s imme-
diate competitor in the
mortgage space SBI had
also cut its key rates by
0.10 percent last week.

“HDFC has reduced its
retail prime lending rate on
housing loans, on which its
adjustable rate home loans
are benchmarked, by 0.10
percent, effective October
15, a company spokesper-
son said.

The interest rate will
range from 8.25 to 8.65
percent depending on
the borrower.

SBI's one-year MCLR,
to which the some of its
home loans are linked,
is now at 8.05 percent.
Since Junly, its new home
loans are linked to the
repo rate.

Fouaad Mirza wins gold at
Olympic qualifying event

BENGALURU, OcT 14 (PTI):
India’s double Asian
Games silver medallist
Fouaad Mirza bagged
the top honours at the
CCI3*S, an Olympic quali-
fying event, held in Strze-
gom, Poland.

Fouaad is currently
the highest ranked in-
dividual in Group G for
Asia Pacific Zone with
34 points on one horse
Fernhill Facetime, 30
points on the second
horse Touchingwood and
at present qualifying his
third horse, Dajara.

The  eight-year-old
Dajara, procured by the
Embassy Group, is a
promising German Hol-
steiner with an excellent
track record of wins in-
cluding a German Na-
tional Championship,
Bundeschampionat.

“I am very excited
about our new horse Da-

jara, which has immense
potential for success at
the Olympics. Through
the event CCI3*S, we
were able to level up the
horse rider combination
to 4* and building up my
points to qualify for the
Olympics,” Fouaad said
on Sunday.

Fouaad started the
week with a solid dres-
sage score of 26.8 which
placed him  second
with a very close score
to Germany’s Antonia
Baumgart, who was one
penalty better at 25.8.

This was followed by
the showjumping event
where Fouaad main-
tained the second posi-
tion with a clear round.
He finished the deciding
cross-country round in
four seconds over time,
leading him to the gold in
the Strezgom CCI3*S in
Poland.

In Jammu, communication was restored within
days of the blockade and mobile internet was started
around mid-August. However, after its misuse, inter-
net facility on cell phones was snapped on August 18.

Mobile communication in the Valley was shut
down to prevent externally aided terrorists from dis-
turbing peace and inflicting casualties, officials said.

“There are sustained attempts from across the
border, both in the past and more so in the last two
months, to promote militancy and terrorism in the
state in order to create a sense of fear and terror
among the people and keep the place in a disturbed
condition,” a senior official said.

Kansal had said restrictions were imposed in an-
ticipation of Pakistan trying to foment trouble.

LOST & FOUND
Class X Pass Certificate and Mark sheet
Passed Year: 2009
Name: Ms Binita Subba
School Name: Modern Senior Secondary School
Lost while travelling from Soreng to Gang-
tok via Jorethang on 27 Sept, 2019
Center No. 3726
School No. 05420
Roll No. 3134519
Date of Birth: 07/02/90
Serial No. 62451
Contact No. 7029599075
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CLASSIFIEDS

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
Roadside plots for sale at Adampool, Ranipool-
Rumtek highway.

For details contact: 9083826462

FLAT FOR RENT /LEASE
Fully furnished 3BHK flat available for rent/
lease at Church Road near DPH. Roadside and
five minutes walking distance from MG Marg.
For more details: 9083826462 /9832556698

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale
at Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College.
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 30 Lakhs
(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335
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Win against India will change
Bangladesh football: Jamal

KoLKATA, OcT 14 (PTI):
Bangladesh captain Ja-
mal Bhuyan on Monday
said his team is relishing
the challenge of produc-
ing an upset win against
favourites India, some-
thing which will give a
big boost to the sport in
the cricket-crazy country.

Bangladesh football
is in dire need of invest-
ment and sponsorship
as there is lack of acad-
emy, equipment and the
league is also not proper-
ly structured.

Bhuyan is hoping to
bring a change in Ban-
gladesh football by out-
smarting the hosts India
in front of a sellout crowd
at the Saltlake Stadium
on Tuesday:.

“If we win something
will change in Bangla-
desh football. India have
big companies supporting
the sport but we lack in
investment. So it's a great
opportunity to change
that by showcasing what
we have and attract big in-
vestments,” he said.

A sellout crowd is ex-
pected here as India will
play their first Interna-
tional in Kolkata after
eight years when they
take on Bangladesh, who
are ranked 83 places be-
low in the FIFA rankings.
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Bhuyan said his team
is ready to break the
hearts of home fans in
their World Cup group
qualifier. “No pressure
on us, the pressure is
on India as if they don’t
win the fans will be after
them,” he said.

“I am going to tell
my boys to go there and
give their best. But yes
India are favourites. I
am going to break the
India hearts tomorrow,’
the Danish-born Bangla-
deshi captain said on the
eve of the match. Sunil

Chhetri will be back to
lead the side after sitting
out against Qatar where
Gurpreet Singh Sandhu
led the side with the de-
fence putting up an im-
peccable show in their
goalless draw. Bhuyan, a
defensive midfielder, said
the contest will centre
around the midfield.
“This a big game be-
cause we have a history
between the two coun-
tries and all the players
from both camps are
eager to play this game.
Whoever wins the mid-

field battle has the better
chance to win the match,”
said the 29-year-old.
While India drew against
Qatar in an away match,
Bangladesh lost to the
Asian champions 0-2 after
putting up a valiant fight.
“We missed many
chances against Qatar.
Even I missed some. But
it is part of the game
sometimes you win
sometimes you lose. We
have to be dedicated. We
are improving and I see a
bright future for Bangla-
desh. At the moment we

have great confidence,
Bhuyan said.

Bangladesh coach Ja-
mie Day also agreed that
the team is all pumped
up to put up a good fight
against India.

“Iam very excited and
happy to be here in the
‘City of Joy, the Mecca of
Indian football’. Everyone
is so excited to be here. If
I were a player I would
have looked forward to
play in front of such a
crowd,” he said.

“I told my players you
might not get a chance
to play again in front of
such a crowd so make the
most of it. [ want them
to be confident and play
their natural game,” the
Englishman said at the
media interaction.

Day also pointed out
that they lag behind In-
dia on league structure
and the facilities.

“From what [ saw
we are behind in terms
of league structure. We
don’t have proper acad-
emies. The equipment
that the India team have
we don’t have that. We
are trying to change
that. We have one or two
clubs who are changing.
It will not happen over-
night, it will take some
time,” Day said.

Three persons trapped
in Kulti coal mine

KoLKATA, OcT 14 (PTI):
Three persons have been
trapped while extract-
ing coal from an illegal
coal mine at Kulti in West
Bengal, an official said on
Monday.

An Eastern Coalfields
Limited (ECL) rescue
team could not enter
the mine in Paschim
Bardhaman district due
to poisonous gas at the
mouth of the pit, the
ECL official said.

The incident took
place on Sunday night

when four coal pilferers
were extracting coal from
the mine, locals said.

“Police informed us
that three persons are
trapped in an illegal mine
at Aldhi village in Kulti.
Our rescue team failed to
enter the pit twice due to
poisonous gas at the mouth
of the pit, which is narrow,”
the official told PTI.

While three illegal
miners got trapped in-
side the mine, the fourth
managed to escape, the
police said.

16-year-old PUBG
addict fakes Kidnap

HYDERABAD, OcT 14 (PTI):
A 16-year-old boy, ad-
dicted to the popular
online PlayerUnknown'’s
Battlegrounds game,
faked his own kidnap-
ping and sought ransom
from his parents after
they took away his mo-
bile phone, police said
here on Monday.

The teenager, under-
going coaching for IIT,
went missing on October
11, after informing his
parents that he was on
his way to visit his friend,
they said, adding the par-
ents later filed a police
complaint.

However, the boy left
for Mumbai.

On the way when
the bus in which he was
travelling stopped at
Sholapur city of Maha-
rashtra, he got down.
He took a phone from a
passer-by and called his

mother disguising his
voice saying “her son was
abducted” and demand-
ed Rs 3 lakh for his “re-
lease”, police said.

On October 12, the
boy came back to Hyder-
abad and booked an on-
line ticket to Guntur dis-
trict of Andhra Pradesh
where his maternal
grandparents live.

But, his mother got a
message about the ticket
booking and alerted police
and a police team went to
the central bus stand and
traced him, Raidurgam
police station Inspector S
Ravinder said.

Police said the boy,
who secured very good
marks in the class 10 ex-
ams, was not performing
well in his studies and
got addicted to playing
the PUBG game after
which his parents took
his mobile phone.

GANGTOK:

SILIGURI:

Road. Siliguri

KOLKATA OFFICE:

com

To book ad-space, contact
SummitTIMES at

For circulation details Contact: (Sandeep) 9734152451
& for Advertisement booking at 9933427505 or at office no
03592 208698. Mail us at advertise@summittimes.com

Mr. Mani Rai, M/s. Space Ads, B.R. Ambedkar Build-
ing, Room No.7, 1st floor. Opp. Ganga Hotel. Hill Cart
— 03. Ph. 9832318644/ 9800682989/
9153035100 or mail at mani_siliguri@yahoo.co.in.

Irshad Ali/ Imteeyaz. Synapse, 6, Madan Street, Mezine
— 2, 2nd floor. Kolkata — 700072. Ph. 033-22124348/ fax
033-22124337/ mob. 9830547774/ 983108397. E-mail:

contact.synapse@gmail.com/ irshad_ali123@rediffmail.

Retail inflation scaled 14-
mth high of 3.99 pc in Sept

i =3
NEw DELHI, Oct 14
(PTI): Retail inflation

climbed to a 14-month
high of 3.99 per cent in
September due to costli-
er vegetables and pulses
but still remained within
the RBI's comfort zone,
government data showed
on Monday.

The Consumer Price
Index-based inflation
stood at 3.28 per cent
in August and 3.70 per
cent in the September
2018. The previous high
was 4.17 per cent in July
2018.

However, the whole-
sale inflation in Septem-
ber slipped to an over
three-year low of 0.33
per cent.

The CPI data released
by the National Statisti-
cal Office (NSO) showed
that the rate of price rise
in the food basket in Sep-
tember 2019 was 5.11
per cent as against 2.99
per cent in the preceding
month.

The inflation print
for vegetables shot up
to 15.40 per cent during
the month from 6.9 per
cent. Besides, price rise
in pulses and meat and
fish baskets for the re-
ported month was high-
er over August.

However, there was a
decline in inflation in the
fuel and light segment.

The Reserve Bank of

1

-

India, which has been
slashing the key interest
rate (repo) since Janu-
ary 2019, mainly factors
in CPI while arriving at
its bi-monthly monetary

policy.

India Ratings and
Research (Fitch Group)
Principal Economist

Sunil Sinha said the cen-
tral bank will continue
with its accommodative
policy stance and may go
for further rate cut in the
policy review of Decem-
ber 2019.

However, Emkay
Wealth Management
Head Research Joseph
Thomas said the per-
sistence of prices at high-
er levels beyond the ame-
liorating influence of the
rains may alone would
invite a policy shift by the
RBI to neutrality.

Principal Econo-
mist with ICRA Aditi
Nayar said while food
inflation did record a
broad-based increase
in September 2019, the
primary driver of the
uptick was vegetables, a
fallout of the flooding in
various states.

As vegetable prices
normalise over the next
two months, particularly
with the seasonal arrival
of winter supplies, food
inflation may recede be-
low 4 per cent by the end
of this quarter, she said.

“While the decline in
the core inflation pro-
vides some comfort, the
unexpectedly sharp jump
in the September 2019
CPI inflation has pushed
up the likelihood of a
pause in the next Mon-
etary Policy Committee
(of RBI) review, unless
the headline retail in-
flation recedes sharply
in the ongoing month,”
Nayar said.

The Wholesale Price
Index (WPI) released
earlier in the day re-
vealed that the inflation
eased to more than three-
year low of 0.33 per cent
in September mainly due
to falling prices of fuel
and certain food articles,
according to official data.

The WPI-based infla-
tion was 1.08 per cent
in August this year and
5.22 per cent in Septem-
ber 2018.

Inflation print for
food articles, as a basket,
remained nearly flat at
7.47 per cent during the
month. Prices of potato
fell by a further 22.50
per cent as against a
decline of 21.28 per
cent in August, the Com-
merce and Industry Min-
istry data showed.

For fuel and power
category, inflation came
in at (-) 7.05 per cent, as
against (-) 4 per cent in
the preceding month.

Aama, by Damber Kumar
Theglm Subba released

SUMMIT REPORT
NAMCH]I, 14 OcT:
Aama, a collection of

short stories and po-
ems by Damber Kumar
Thegim Subba, was re-
leased at a special func-
tion held at New Light
Academy here today by
Lopsang Lama, the Prin-
cipal of the Academy.

The release ceremo-

ny was also attended
by singer Sailesh Prad-
han, academician Anup
Kumar Dural, Khem Lal
Adhikari Chettri, Bikash
Thatal, Bikash Chettri
and others.

Mr Subba’s is a fa-
miliar name with read-
ers here given that he
has written extensively
in different newspapers

and magazines here.

A teacher by profes-
sion, Mr Subba is rec-
ognised as an energetic
social worker, music com-
poser and a litterateur.

Mr Subba has ded-
icated the book to his
mother. The book is a
collection of 12 poems
and six short stories and
other articles.

Training on gravity-fed drop
1rr1gat10n system at Nlmthang

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 14 OcT:

he College of Agri-

cultural Engineer-
ing and Post Harvest
Technology organized
a training program
and demonstration on
“Gravity-fed Micro Ir-
rigation System for

Hilly Topography” at
Nimthang under Nandok
block on 13 October, a
press release informs.

35 farmers partic-
ipated in the program
during which Dr GT Pat-
le, Assistant Professor
and Principal Investiga-
tor of ICAR-Micro Irriga-

tion Project, explained
the benefits of gravity
drip irrigation system
for cultivation of organic
vegetables in Sikkim.

Dr Patle has designed
a gravity drip irrigation
system for terraced fields
under the ICAR-funded
MIS Project at CAEPHT.

TSRTC stir enters 10th day,
' bandh observed 1nKhammam

HYDERABAD, OcT 14 (PTI):
The indefinite strike by
unions of Telangana State
Road Transport Corpora-
tion (TSRTC) continued
for the tenth day on Mon-
day even as a bandh was
being observed in Kham-
mam district following
the death of a driver.

D Srinivas Reddy, 55,
driver of TSRTC Kham-
mam depot, who set him-
self ablaze on Saturday,
succumbed to the burn
injuries at a hospital here
on Sunday. Hours after
Reddy’s death, a conduc-
tor Surender Goud, aged
around 50,allegedly com-
mitted suicide by hang-
ing at his house here on
Sunday night.

Another TSRTC
driver, aged around 40,
doused himself with pet-
rol at Narsampet depot
in Warangal district on
Sunday, however, police
immediately intervened
and foiled his alleged
self-immolation bid.

The Khammam
bandh call was given by
the Joint Action Commit-
tee (JAC) of TSRTC and
various political parties
following Reddy’s death.

The striking employ-
ees held demonstrations
even as workers of dif-

ferent political parties
and organisations also
took out protest rallies
in Khammam and Ko-
thagudem districts.
Khammam Commis-
sioner of Police Tafseer
Iqubal told PTI over
phone the bandh was
going on peacefully and
the situation was normal,
though dharnas and ral-
lies were being held by
RTC employees and oth-
ers, but shops were open.
Condolence meetings
were also being held at
depots and bus stands in
the state by the striking
employees and workers.
Shops and business es-
tablishments remained shut
in some areas in Khamma-
mand security was beefed
upin view of the bandh.
Nearly 48,000 em-
ployees of different
unions of TSRTC, boycot-
ted their duties and be-
gan an indefinite strike
from October 5 across
Telangana on a call given
by the Joint Action Com-
mittee (JAC), demanding
merger of the RTC with
the government,pay re-
vision, recruitment to
various posts, among
others resulting in state-
run buses staying off the
roads causing inconve-

nience to commuters. The
striking employees continued
to hold protest rallies across
the state and raised slogans
against the government.

Taking a tough stand,
Chief Minister K Chan-
drasekhar Rao had said
the 48,000 striking RTC
staff had “self-dismissed”
themselves, as he also
made it very clear that
under no circumstances
would the RTC be merged
with the government.

On Saturday, he had
said there was no ques-
tion of having talks with
the striking employees or
taking them back, terming
the agitation as “illegal.”

TRS Parliamentary
Party leader and party Sec-
retary-General K Keshava
Rao on Monday said he
was deeply pained at the
deaths of two striking RTC
employees. In a release,
Keshava Rao, also a Rajya
Sabha member; appealed to
the RTC employees to call
off their ongoing strike and
sit with the government to
sort out their issues in a “le-
gitimate way”.

Keshava Rao, who
also headed the TRS
Manifesto Committee,
said at no time was the
merger of RTC with the
government considered.
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Time to Change

We gossip so that we don’t have
to engage

Rumours serve only one purpose - enter-
tainment. They titillate, scandalise, and
then evaporate. In most cases, the receivers
and circulators of such gossip know that no
one believes the rumours and everyone par-
takes in it only get over the boredom with
which most people appear afflicted in these
lazy autumnal months. That said, there also
appear to be a whole lot of people, who even
if they don’t accept rumours as true, convince
themselves that there has to be a germ of truth
some layers down for active imaginations to
have created the dramatized versions in cir-
culation. And then there is that whole smoke
and mirrors trick that ‘information’ bereft of
context can pull. But then again, while one can
reason with the informed, there is really no
defence against ignorance. Hence, at the end
of the day, there is really only one way to settle
a rumour - ignoring it. But while it is easy to
ignore something when it is only whispered in
street corners and closed circles, it becomes
difficult to do so when they are palmed out
and circulated in the public domain.

The drift should be obvious by now. Most
rumours are brought into wider circulation by
political parties, both ruling and opposition and
the in-betweens, by way of press releases, public
speeches, throwaway comments and wink-wink
suggestions. Trolls, and the anonymity they hide
behind, have now made it possible for nuance to
be abandoned on “social media” and fling anything
at the thousands of walls hoping that something
sticks. Leaders, most of them new to the medium,
make the mistake of engaging with agent provoca-
teurs either by getting into arguments themselves,
unleashing their online armies or issuing official
denials and/or suffering an online meltdown
themselves. The moment they do any of these,
they give the faceless rumour-mongers credibil-
ity as representative voices because they receive
response. Once this cycle begins, followers follow
and the lines start getting blurred and suspicions
start getting stronger.

Meanwhile, newspapers, by the very defini-
tion of their jobs, are required to allow space
for public statements by public personalities.
Unfortunately, the party workers who play
rumours into the streets are not required to
be accountable. What is worse, few demands
are made of them to even be professional.
Allegations are raised without even prima
facie evidence and claims are made without
any supporting evidence and very often con-
demnations issued on something that is only
being gossiped. To deny them the space by way
of news coverage would be unfair to the profes-
sion of journalism, but to sensationalise their
statements means being even more unprofes-
sional. It is a difficult call, but given the extremes
to which claims and counter-claims swerve in
the political domain, the only hope is that the
readers can see through the weak fronts on
their own and sift the gossip from the news.

That would be the ideal situation, but we
don’t live in an ideal world.

The best defence against rumour-monger-
ing would have been strong implementation of
the Right to Information Act. If that were to hap-
pen, whenever people felt real fears or suspi-
cions, they would be able to draft an application
and exercise their right to information. But in-
formation by itself is worthless if the debate that
follows is notintelligent, informed and coherent.
Thus far, public debates have essentially been
shouting matches with no heed paid to putting
things in context or explaining the issues, much
like the nightly TV newsroom debates. The peo-
ple had to make do with slanging matches, but,
if the people desire, things can be different now.
They can inform themselves in advance and
then hear out the politicians to decide whether
their arguments and interpretations are sound or
not. At the end of the day, the only weapon against
rumours is the truth. Circulate it in the publicdomain
and embarrass those who deal in rumours.

Abiy Ahmed has won the Nobel Peace Prize:
but big challenges still await Ethiopia

MOHAMMED GIRMA
theconversation.com

biy Ahmed, the Ethiopian Prime

Minister, has won the Nobel Peace
Prize. He becomes the 100th Nobel
Peace Prize winner, and the first Ethi-
opian to receive the accolade.

Abiy is the 12th winner from Afri-
ca to be awarded the prize. Last year
it was won by medical doctor Denis
Mukwege from the Democratic Re-
public of Congo. Other African win-
ners have included Albert Luthuli,
Anwar al-Sadat, Desmond Tutu, Nel-
son Mandela and FEW. de Klerk, Kofi
Annan, Wangari Maathai, Mohamed
ElBaradei, Leymah Gbowee and Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf. Tunisia’s National Di-
alogue Quartet won it in 2015.

The Nobel Peace Prize is one of
the five Nobel Prizes established
in 1895 under the instructions of
Swedish industrialist Alfred Nobel in
his will. The Peace Prize is awarded
to the person who, in the preceding
year, has: “done the most or the best
work for fraternity between nations,
for the abolition or reduction of
standing armies and for the holding
and promotion of peace congresses.”

The formal announcement by the
Nobel Prize said that Abiy was award-
ed the prize for:

“his important work to promote
reconciliation, solidarity and social
justice. The prize is also meant to rec-
ognise all the stakeholders working
for peace and reconciliation in Ethi-
opia and in the East and Northeast
African regions...efforts to achieve
peace and international cooperation,
and in particular his decisive initia-
tive to resolve the border conflict
with neighbouring Eritrea.”

But who is Abiy Ahmed? Does he
deserve an international accolade?
And what of the challenges still facing
the country he leads?

Berit Reiss-Andersen, the Chair
of the Norwegian Nobel Committee,
commented in her announcement
speech that:

“.. many challenges remain un-
resolved. Ethnic strife continues to
escalate, and we have seen trou-
bling examples of this in recent
weeks and months.”

UNEXPECTED RISE TO POWER

Barely two years ago Abiy Ahmed

was largely an unknown figure. In
early 2017 a couple of YouTube clips
started to circulate on social media
that showed him gathered with veter-
an leaders at a party meeting. He came
onto the scene with a simple, but pow-
erful, message of togetherness.

At the time he was a political lead-
er at regional and cabinet levels. But

he didn’t sound like one. He comes
across as remarkably authentic and
his approach was distinct. At a time
of elevated fear that the nation might
head into disintegration, his message
soared above the popular anxiety of
possible conflict.

Unlike Ethiopian politicians of
the past four decades his rhetoric
mimicked neither Albanian Marx-
ism nor Maoism. He has anchored
his story on local cultural and reli-
gious sensibilities.

DELICATE COURSE

Abiy’s extraordinary rise to pow-
er, as well as his ability to steer a more
peaceful political course in Ethiopia,
is remarkable given the tensions and
complexities of the country’s politics.

He has distanced himself, at least
in his political outlook, from his par-
ty’s maligned old guard. He has had
to steer a delicate course to keep
various factions of the political coa-
lition that has ruled Ethiopia for al-
most three decades - the Ethiopian
People’s Revolutionary Democratic
Front (EPRDF) - on board. The rul-
ing elites from this party have never
tolerated dissent. There have been
numerous accusations levelled
against them of human rights abus-
es and the imprisonment of journal-
ists who criticised the regime.

Instead of dismantling the exist-

ing system, Abiy opted for internal
transformation.

It has taken tremendous courage
to break away from a powerful polit-
ical machine while remaining within
the system. But he has stuck to his
beliefs, even promoting the notion of
“Medemer” - synergy and together-
ness - while remaining within the party.

HOPEFUL TIMES

Abiy inherited a nation that was
in political disarray. Hundreds of
people had died in three years of an-
ti-government protests.

But shortly after taking office
from Hailemariam Desalegn in April
2018, Abiy began to move ahead
rapidly with political reforms. He
released political prisoners, un-
fairly incarcerated journalists and
activists. He opened the door for po-
litical dissidents.

His message was that the country
needed to win through bold ideas,
not through the barrel of a gun.

He also showed his intention to
build institutions. One example was
the appointment of the well-known
political dissident Birtukan Mideksa
as the head the electoral board.

He has also championed the role
of women, including in politics. He
appointed women in the positions of
president, chief justice and press sec-
retary. He also brought their share in
his cabinet to 50%.
INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMACY

But arguably his biggest achieve-
ments have been in international
diplomacy. Ethiopia and neighbour-
ing Eritrea share a common culture,
language and ways of life. But a de-
cades-long conflict between the two
nations has brought immense misery

to people who live on the border, and
to families split by the fighting.

Abiy brought the conflict with
Eritrea to an end. A treaty ended the
state of war between Eritrea and
Ethiopia and declared a new era of
peace, friendship and comprehen-
sive cooperation. A lot remains to be
done, though.

He also played a crucial role in re-
gional politics. He was key to bringing
leaders of Sudan and South Sudan to
the negotiating table and helped me-
diate between Kenya and Somalia in a
maritime territory dispute.

His popularity in the region and
further abroad is evident when he’s
travelling. He’s often greeted more
like a rock star than a head of state.
But maintaining the same image at
home has been more complicated.

CHALLENGES AHEAD

The Nobel Prize is an acknowl-
edgement of Abiy’s achievements
over the past two years. But it doesn’t
guarantee his future success.

A case in point is Myanmar’s Aung
San Suu Kkyi. After surviving house
arrest, and attacks on her life by the
ruling junta, she won the Nobel Prize
for Peace in 1991. But her fortunes
turned after her party won a nation-
al election. It now stands accused of
carrying out what the United Na-
tions high commissioner for human
rights has called “a textbook exam-
ple of ethnic cleansing” against the
Rohingya Muslims.

There are a great many troubling
issues still unresolved in Ethiopia and
tense times ahead with an election
due next year. Abiy also has many en-
emies. These include agitators who
try to use ethnic fault-lines for their
own political ends, powerful eth-
no-nationalist activists who thrive
on division and political entrepre-
neurs who only see politics as a
means of personal enrichment. All
are relentlessly working to exploit a
fragile situation. Securing the safety
of the citizens is the bare minimum
he needs to do.

In my view he needs to accept the
Nobel Peace Prize as acknowledge-
ment of what he’s achieved, as well
as a mandate to champion equality,
justice and lasting unity in Ethiopia.

[the writer is Research
associate, University of Pretoria]

Voters often parrot the party line, even
when polls suggest otherwise

JUSTIN BUCHLER
theconversation.com

As the 2020 election approaches, voters will see a
variety of polls. Many of them will be misleading.

Over time, political science has learned which
types of questions are informative and which are
not, based on models of public opinion. But many
of the questions that polling organizations ask sim-
ply do not inform the public.

[ am a political scientist who studies polariza-
tion and the gaps between the public and their rep-
resentatives on political matters.

Election polls often fail to heed the lessons that
have been hard-won by decades of survey research.
Pollsters build their surveys around the idea that
voters begin with firm beliefs, evaluate candidates
on the basis of those beliefs and will explain their
reasoning when prompted.

In reality, voters often just respond to party
signals, and can rarely explain their reasoning to
pollsters.

THE BIRTH OF SURVEY RESEARCH

In 1960, political scientists published their first
major study based on the American National Election
Studies survey in a book called “The American Voter”

This was the first time that such a survey
brought a person’s political party to the forefront
of the question of why people vote the way they do.

Prior to that, the most significant survey-based
study of voting behavior was a book published by
a trio of Columbia University sociologists in 1954.
They argued that people’s political choices reflect-
ed their social backgrounds and connections.

For example, if people’s family and social con-
texts are groups that happen to lean toward the
Democratic candidate, they will vote for the Demo-
cratic candidate - but not out of loyalty to the Dem-
ocratic Party.

While there have been many changes in the
American electorate over the last half-century, po-
litical scientists have replicated the core findings
in The American Voter, including two updates. In
studies of political behavior, party identification is
nearly always the 800-pound gorilla in the room.

Social backgrounds and associated traits may
influence beliefs and vote choice, but they do so

mainly by informing a person’s party identifica-
tion, which remains central. In the 2016 American
National Election Studies survey, about 79% of re-
spondents who reported having voted were either
self-identified Democrats who voted for Hillary
Clinton or self-identified Republicans who voted
for Donald Trump.

A related study, published in 1964, showed that
asking people their opinions on a topic will often
lead to responses that don’t reflect real beliefs. Peo-
ple don’t want to admit when they haven’t thought
much about a topic. Instead, they will respond with
“nonattitudes” - stated opinions that don’t indicate
any real beliefs - to avoid the admission of not hav-
ing thought much about the question.

In a famous, if ludicrous, demonstration of the
principle, in 2015, Public Policy Polling asked re-
spondents whether or not they supported bomb-
ing Agrabah. The country does not actually exist.
But about half of Democrats and Republicans ex-
pressed opinions, mostly consistent with Demo-
cratic opposition to military action and Republican
support for it.

LESSONS FOR 2020

[ believe it is important for Americans to think
critically about survey questions. There are three
lessons that an informed news consumer can
bring to understanding, and weighing the impor-
tance of, surveys.

First, beware of poll questions that prompt re-
sponses that aren’t real attitudes.

People have real beliefs about certain issues be-
cause the issues are easy to understand, like abor-
tion. However, the more technical the issue, the less
likely people are to hold firm beliefs.

For example, while budget deficits sound intu-
itively bad to most people, they are a technical is-
sue. Most people lack the education to explain how
the balance between taxes and spending affects
interest rates, or how interest rates conditionally
affect economic growth. According to the Economic
Literacy Survey, many, if not most, Americans lack
understanding of economic concepts even more
basic than that.

When pollsters ask about technical issues like
the deficit or international relations, then, readers
must be wary of responses.

Second, beware of questions in which people
are just parroting a party line.

Consider changes in relations with Russia.
Gallup has run a series of polls about how people
perceive Russia’s relations with the U.S. Prior to
Trump, Democrats and Republicans had similar be-
liefs, and those beliefs changed over time in similar
ways. However, after Trump began sending posi-
tive signals to Republicans about Russia, Repub-
lican expressions of support for Russia increased.
Democratic support did not move.

This change among Republican respondents
was not because of assessments of diplomatic de-
velopments between the two countries. No new
treaties nor economic agreements were signed. A
Republican president simply spoke more positive-
ly about Russia, and that was reflected in Republi-
cans’ survey responses.

On any question that requires a great deal of
information to understand, party identification be-
comes central to how people respond. When poll-
sters ask people about deficits, international rela-
tions or other complex topics, people may respond
with what leaders from their party tell them. The
public mostly responds to elite signals.

Third, the public should be wary of questions
that ask people how their votes will be affected by
various policy positions, a lesson which follows
from the first two.

After all, if people’s stated beliefs aren’t real atti-
tudes, and they are simply responding to party signal-
ing much of the time, then when pollsters ask them if
a candidate’s position on an issue will influence their
vote choice, their answers won’t be informative.

Nonacademic surveys often ask voters if they
would be more or less likely to vote for candidates
given certain policy positions. But voters may not
know how they would respond to policy positions,
and they may not admit the truth. Voters rarely admit
that party is why they vote the way they do, after all.

Research shows that party has more predictive
power than anything else. This was the central les-
son from “The American Voter”, and most political
science research following from it. I think that the
public should interpret polls with that in mind.

[the writer is Associate Professor of Political
Science, Case Western Reserve University]
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TMC to conduct survey to assess
support base ahead of municipal polls

KOLKATA, OcT 14 (PTI):
The Trinamool Congress
leadership has decided
to conduct a survey to
assess its support base
and penetration of the
BJP in 107 municipalities
of the state and the Kol-
kata Municipal Corpora-
tion (KMC) that will go to
polls in 2020.

The elections to civic
bodies are being tipped
as “mini assembly elec-
tions” ahead of the cru-
cial 2021 assembly poll
in West Bengal.

Speaking to PTI on
condition of anonymity,
TMC sources said that
the survey would be
conducted by the party
with the active help of
poll strategist Prashant

Kishor and his I-PAC
team. Following the
TMC’s dismal perfor-

mance in the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls, the party
had appointed the I-PAC
to shore up its popularity
in the state ahead of the
2021 assembly election.
“The survey would
look into various aspects,
including our support
base among people, lo-

g

cal issues, image of the
councillors, grievances
of the locals and penetra-
tion of the BJP in those
areas. If everything goes
well, the survey is likely
to start from November
and by February 2020,
we will have the report,”
a senior TMC leader said.

Based on the report,
the strategy and selec-
tion of candidates would
be conducted for the

municipal polls, the lead-
er said. The Trinamool
Congress leadership has
called a meeting of ward,
block and district com-
mittees’ presidents on
Tuesday.

West Bengal Chief
Minister and TMC su-
premo Mamata Baner-
jee, along with senior
party functionaries and
Prashant Kishor, will at-
tend the meeting to pre-

pare a draft strategy for
the municipal polls.

According to party
sources, the results of the
107 municipal polls and
the KMC, covering nearly
60 per cent of the state,
will act as an indicator of
a possible outcome of the
2021 assembly poll.

The municipal polls
have acquired more im-
portance due to the BJP
making deep inroads in

the state and emerging as
the main challenger to the
ruling TMC by pushing the
Congress and the Left Front
to distant third and fourth
position respectively.

The BJP in 2019 Par-
liamentary election bagged
18 out of the 42 Lok Sabha
seats in the state, just four
less than the ruling TMC.
The TMC’s tally has come
down from 34 in 2014 to
22 seats in this election.

Ganguly has made India and
‘Bangla’ proud: Mamata

KoLKATA, OcT 14 (PTI):
West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on
Monday congratulated
former Team India cap-
tain Sourav Ganguly, who
has emerged as the con-
sensus candidate for the
post of BCCI president.
Extending good wishes
to Ganguly, Banerjee said he
has made India and ‘Bangla’
(West Bengal) proud.
“Wish you all the best
for your term. We were

proud of your tenure as
CAB (Cricket Association
of Bengal) President.

Looking forward to a
great new innings,” she
tweeted.

Ganguly, who is cur-
rently the CAB chief, has
pipped another former
India batsman, Brijesh
Patel, in a see-saw bat-
tle and is expected to be
the only nominee for the
president’s post at the
Indian cricket board.

Prohibitory orders
clamped in Ayodhya

AyoDHYA, OcT 14 (PTI):
Prohibitory orders under
section 144 have been
clamped in Ayodhya as
the Supreme Court’s re-
vised deadline for wrap-
ping up the proceedings
in the sensitive Ram
Janmbhoomi-Babri Mas-
jid land dispute case ap-
proaches.

The prohibitory or-
ders will continue till De-
cember 10, officials said.

Posting the order
on his official Twitter
account, District Mag-
istrate Anuj Kumar Jha
said,”The order has
been issued considering
safety and security of
Ayodhya and those visit-
ing here as Govt's para-
mount concerns.”

He added,’I must
add that already there
is another order in force
since 31.08.2019 cover-
ing aspects of unlawful
assemblies and undesir-
able activities. The order
dated 12.10.2019 has
been issued to cover a
couple of points which
were not there in the
earlier order.” The ad-
ministration has also
demanded a large num-
ber of security forces to
maintain law and order
and communal harmony.

Jha told PTI that
the order also restricts
drones, unmanned aeri-
al vehicle for filming and
shooting inside Ayodhya.

The sale and purchase of
crackers will not be al-
lowed on the occasion of
Diwali without permis-
sion of the magistrate.

Section 144 prohibits
assembly of four or more
people and empowers
the police to book people
for rioting.

The protracted hear-
ing in the politically
sensitive Ram Janmb-
hoomi-Babri Masjid land
dispute at Ayodhya en-
tered into the crucial final
leg on Monday when the
Supreme Court resumed
proceedings on the 38th
day after the week-long
Dussehra break.

A five-judge Consti-
tution bench headed by
ChiefJustice of India Ran-
jan Gogoi, which started
the day-to-day proceed-
ings on August 6 after
mediation proceedings
failed to find an amicable
solution to the vexatious
dispute, has revised the
deadline for wrapping up
the proceedings and has
fixed it on October 17.

Fourteen appeals
have been filed in the
apex court against the
2010 Allahabad High
Court judgment, deliv-
ered in four civil suits,
that the 2.77-acre land
in Ayodhya be parti-
tioned equally among the
three parties -- the Sunni
Wagf Board, the Nirmohi
Akhara and Ram Lalla.
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Euphoric Bengal proud of
Banerjee’s Nobel win

KoLKATA/NEW DELHI, OCT
14 (PTI): West Bengal on
Monday received with
pride the news of Bengali

origin Indian-American
Abhijit Banerjee winning
the 2019 Nobel Prize in
Economics.

Banerjee, his wife Es-
ther Duflo and Michael
Kremer jointly won the
Nobel “for their experi-
mental approach to alle-
viating global poverty.”

From his economist
mother to politicians and
academia-- all hailed Ba-
nerjee’s achievement.

“Hearty congratula-
tions to Abhijit Baner-
jee, alumnus of South
Point School & Presi-
dency College Kolkata,
for winning the Nobel
Prize in Economics. An-
other Bengali has done
the nation proud. We
are overjoyed,” Banerjee
said in a tweet. The chief
minister’s tweet came on
a day when Sourav Gan-
guly, another Bengal icon
and former India skip-
per, was set to assume
the reins of the national
cricket board.

Abhijit Banerjee is
an alumunus of South
Point School in the city
and Presidency College,
Calcutta, where he com-
pleted his BSC degree in
economics in 1981. He
received his PhD in 1988
from Harvard University.

The 58-year-old Ba-
nerjee is currently the
Ford Foundation inter-
national professor of
Economics at the Mas-

sachusetts Institute of
Technology.
Nirmala Banerjee,

his mother, said it was a
proud moment for her.

“I am very happy and
proud of his achieve-
ments. [ am yet to speak
to him. I think he must be
sleeping as it’s still night
in the US,” she said.

“He was always a bril-
liant and a disciplined
student,” she recalled.

About her 47-year-
old daughter-in-law Es-
ther Duflo, Banerjee said,
“She is so young and so
intelligent”.

The Presidency Uni-
versity, earlier Presiden-
cy College, said it was a
proud moment for the
institute that Banerjee,
an alumni and a member
of its mentor group, had
won the Nobel Prize for
Economics.

“Presidency Univer-
sity feels happy that two
of its alumni members,
both stalwarts in Eco-
nomics - Amartya Sen
and now Banerjee-- have
been chosen for the No-
bel in Economics,” Uni-
versity registrar Debajy-
oti Konar said.

Konar said Banerjee
had visited the university
last year. “Whenever he
visits Kolkata he makes
it a point to visit his alma
mater with which he is
still associated,” he said.

Banerjee’s former
professors at Delhi’s
Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-

versity, where he pur-
sued his Masters in Eco-
nomics, remembered
him as among the “best”
students they had taught.
Professor Anjan
Mukherjee, who taught
Banerjee at the Centre
For Economic Studies
and Planning, said he has
sent his former student a
congratulatory email.

“I have sent him an
email. He was a very
good student, among
the best that we have
taught. We always ex-
pected that he would go
far and he did.

“He has been at the
forefront for many years.
When his book came out
in 2008, that is the time
when we thought that he
would get the Nobel. We
were all hoping that he
would get it,” he told PTI.

JNU vice-chancellor
M Jagadesh Kumar also
expressed pride at Ba-
nerjee’s achievement.

“Prof. Abhijit Vinayak
Banerjee, a JNU alumnus
(MA in Economics, 1983)
wins Nobel Prize (togeth-
er with two fellow econ-
omists) for contributing
towards alleviating glob-
al poverty. JNU is proud
of his achievement. Our
alumni are torch bearers
of JNU. We are proud of
them,” he tweeted.

Sharmila Dey Sarkar,
Banerjee’s classmate at
South Point school, re-
members him as much
for his ability to solve
complex mathemati-
cal problems as for his
sporting prowess.

“We were impressed
with the way he used to
solve mathmatical prob-
lems in the class. But be-
yond academics, he used
to take great interest in
sports and other activities.

He loved to play foot-
ball,” she said.

Dipali Sengupta, who
taught Banerjee math-
ematics at school, said
he was an “introvert,
unassuming” boy who
finished his class work
in a trice.

Proud moment: Abhijit
Banerjee’s alma mater

KoLKATA, OcT 14 (PTI):
The Presidency Univer-
sity, Jawaharlal Nehru
University and South
Point School in the city,
the alma mater of Nobel
laureate for econom-
ics Abhijit Banerjee on
Monday expressed their
pride and happiness
over his being named
as a joint winner of the
prestigious award.
Indian-American

Abhijit Banerjee, his
French-American  wife
Esther Duflo and Michael

Kremer were declared
winners of the Nobel
Prize for economics on
Monday.

Presidency  Univer-
sity registrar Debajyoti
Konar told PTI here, “The
entire family of Presiden-
cy feels immensely proud
of Banerjee.

He said Presidency
feels happy that two of its
alumni members - Ama-
rtya Sen and now Baner-
jee have been chosen for
Nobel in Economics, for
their works.

“Banerjee had been a
member of our mentor
group and has always
offered us valuable sug-
gestions about the eco-
nomics department
Whenever he visits Kolk-
ata he makes it a point to
visit his alma mater with
which he is still associat-
ed,” Konar said.

Professor Anjan
Mukherjee, who taught
Banerjee at the Centre
For Economic Studies
and Planning, JNU, said
he has sent his former
student a congratulatory
email. Banerjee had pur-
sued his masters in eco-
nomics from JNU.

“He (Banerjee) was
a very good student,
among the best that we
have taught. We always
expected that he would
go far and he did.

“He has been at the
forefront for many years.
When his book came out in
2008, that is the time when
we thought that he would
get the Nobel. We were all
hoping that he would get it,”
Mukherijee told PTI.

“There are not too
many teachers in India
who can say that they
have produced a Nobel
laureate. All of us at the

Centre for Economics
Studies and Planning can
proudly say so,” he add-
ed. JNU vice-chancellor
M Jagadesh Kumar also
expressed pride at Ba-
nerjee’s achievement.

“Prof. Abhijit Vinayak
Banerjee, a JNU alumnus
(MA in Economics, 1983)
wins Nobel Prize (togeth-
er with two fellow econ-
omists) for contributing
towards alleviating glob-
al poverty. JNU is proud
of his achievement. Our
alumni are torch bearers
of JNU. We are proud of
them,” he tweeted. “Itis a
great great achievement.
We are proud of him.

It is also a great
achievement for India
as well,” Professor Shak-
ti Kumar, chairperson
of Centre for Economic
Stiudies and Planning
(CESP), JNU, told PTI.

Banerjee had then
gone on to study in Har-
vard University and re-
ceived his Ph.D in 1988.

In 2003, Banerjee
founded theAbdul Latif
Jameel Poverty Action
Lab(J-PAL) along with
Duflo and Sendhil Mul-
lainathan and he remains
one of its directors.

The authority of
South Point School, of
which Banerjee was a
student as a youngster,
too expressed happi-
ness and pride. “This is
a matter of pride for us.
His feat will inspire the
students,” said Krishna
Damani, the spokesman
and trustee member of
the school board.

“The students of
South Point will be
thrilled when they will
think  Banerjee  had
walked on the same cor-

ridor, and took notes
from the same black
board as a student of the
school,” he said.

Banerjee had passed
the higher Secondary ex-
amination from the insti-
tute in the 70s.

Damani said the
students, faculty and
non-teaching employees
of the school will send
a congratulatory mail
to Banerjee when the
school reopens after Puja
vacation on Tuesday.

West Bengal Edu-
cation minister Partha
Chatterjee conveying his
wishes to Banerjee and
his wife Esther Duflo,
who won the Nobel Prize
for economics with him,
said this is a defining
moment for the state as
he has been declared a
winner of the prestigious
award after Amartya Sen.

“We are also happy
that he had been named
as a member of the Pres-
idency University mentor
group by the West Bengal
government five years ago.”
Banerjee is currently the
Ford Foundation Interna-
tional Professor of Econom-
ics at the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology.

The Presidency
Alumni Association said
in a statement said it
takes enormous pride
in the selecion of Abhijit
Banerjee as one of the
recipients of Nobel Prize
for Economics 2019.

“An alumnus of 1978-
81, Economics, (Presi-
dency College) Banerjee
is the second Indian re-
cipient of the Nobel Prize
in Economics, after Ama-
rtya Sen, both students of
Presidency College, now
an University.
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US boxer Day
‘extremely
critical’ after
devastating
knockout

Los ANGELES, Oct 14
(AFP): American boxer
Patrick Day was fight-
ing for his life in critical
condition in hospital on
Sunday night after laps-
ing into a coma follow-
ing a vicious knockout
by Charles Conwell the
night before.

The 27-year-old Day
suffered a “traumatic
injury” and underwent
emergency brain surgery
Saturday night after be-
ing knocked out by Con-
well in a super welter-
weight bout on the card
at Chicago’s Winstrust
Arena.

“Patrick is in a coma
caused by the injury and
is in extremely critical
condition,” said fight pro-
moter Lou DiBella.

“We appreciate the
outpouring of support,
prayers and offers of as-
sistance from all corners
of the boxing commu-
nity” Day is in intensive
care in Northwestern
Memorial hospital. No
specific details of Day’s
injuries were provided
by the promoter.

Conwell asked his
social media followers
to pray for Day’s recov-
ery. “Keep him in your
prayers!!  #prayforpat-
rickday,” he wrote on his
Twitter page.

“Pat Day makes any
room he is in a better
place. Never saw him
greet someone without a
big smile,” DiBella wrote
on Twitter.

“Life doesn’t seem
fair sometimes. Please
keep Pat in your prayers,
thoughts and hearts.”

Day was unconscious
when he was taken from
the ring in a stretcher
and loaded onto a wait-
ing ambulance. He suf-
fered a seizure in the
ambulance and needed
a breathing tube once he
arrived at the hospital.

Conwell, a 2016
American Olympian, was
dominating the fight
dropping Day in the
fourth and eighth rounds
and then landing a right
hand in the 10th which
caused Day to stumble.

Seconds later he
rocked Day with a mas-
sive left hook that re-
sulted in Day falling
backwards and his head
bouncing off the canvas.
Referee Celestino Ruiz
called off the fight at
one minute, 46 seconds
of the round.

Day lay on the can-
vas for several minutes
while receiving medical
treatment before being
removed from the ring.

Day was coming off
a loss in June to Carlos
Adames in New York.
He has 17 wins and four
losses and one draw in
his pro career which be-
ganin 2013.

Day was fighting on
the undercard of Russian
Dmitry Bivol’s successful
World Boxing Associa-
tion light-heavyweight
world title defence over
Lenin Castillo.
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Thereisnodependencyonme: Chhetri

KOLKATA, OcT 14 (PTI):
Expectations are always
high from India’s record
goalscorer Sunil Chhetri
but ahead of the team’s
World Cup qualifier
against Bangladesh, the
skipper said others play-
ers in the side are very
much capable of outper-
forming him.

Having sat out of
their historic goalless
draw against Qatar,
Chhetri will return to
take charge of the team
against Bangladesh
but he played down his
presence in the side.

“It was never about
me, it will be never about
me. It's always about In-
dia versus Bangladesh.
I'm just one of the 23
players. I definitely have
been lucky to have a little
bit more experience and
that’s about it. There’s no
dependency on me from
my team mates. We are
one and we are going to
play like one,” Chhetri
said on the eve of their
group E fixture.

Gurpreet Singh Sand-
hu put up a heroic show
in Chhetri’'s absence
against Asian champi-
ons Qatar to come out
with a historic goalless
draw in their last World

Cup qualifier.

The 35-year-old said
the secret to their suc-
cess is India coach Igor
Stimac’s squad selec-
tion which is purely
based on performance
in the training.

“It was because of my
absence that the team
played good against Qa-
tar, the players keep re-
minding me,” he said in a
lighter vein.

“This is one of the
very good changes that
we have in our team right
now. The importance of
who's going to play is so
less and the important
thing is the team that is

going to play under him
(Stimac). He has come
with no prejudice.

“Sometime he has
defied what I think or
what you think. He just
looks at you in the train-
ing and think. That’s why
we did so well against
Qatar. That's the beauty
of the team that we have
right now. Everyday he
keeps you on your toes
and whoever does well in
the training will going to
play.”

On his knack of find-
ing the target, Chhetri
said: “It comes naturally
and sometimes it does
not come. I don't try to

NN
think like that. Will it do

any good if I score a hat-
trick but we go on to lose.
For me it does not mat-
ter who scores the goal,
[ just need three points.”

The Jamie Day-
coached Bangladesh
have made it clear that
India will start as favou-
rites with Chhetri being
the main threat.

“I hope four people
mark me. So me and four
from the opposition are
out and we are playing
10 versus six. I will be
very happy then we will
come to know about
someone like Udanta
(Singh), Ashique (Ku-

runiyan), (Abdul) Sahal,
Manvir or Balwant.”

“I'will try to be as best
that I can be. But if they
want to mark, then it’s
good because we have
better players who are
in better shape than
me. You will see them
tomorrow,” the 35-year-
old said.

The match is set to
witness a full house at
the 65,000-capacity sta-
dium and the talismanic
India captain admitted
that it would be a first-
time experience for him
and the entire team.

“Yesterday our coach
asked how many of you
have played for the na-
tional team with a packed
crowd of 45,000-plus. My
answer was ‘I have not’
then obviously nobody
else has. It's a great feel-
ing. I'm hope we hope the
most out of it tomorrow.”

“I have played a lot
of games for my country
but there are very few
that have crossed 30-
35,000 mark. I know alot
many gather for a Mohun
Bagan-East Bengal derby
but that’s different. For a
national team, it’s really
good and amazing when
you anticipate a fan base
of more than 45,000.

Taking over at a time
when BCCI image has

got hampered: Ganguly

KUSHAN SARKAR

MumBal, Oct 14 (PTI):
The new BCCI presi-
dent-elect Sourav Gan-
guly’s on Monday said
“it’s a great opportunity
for him to do something
good” as he is taking over
the reigns of the board
at a time when it's image
has got a serious beating.

Ganguly pipped
Brijesh Patel in a see-saw
battle and is expected to
be the only presidential
nominee. “You need to
wait till 3 pm in the after-
noon,” Ganguly told PTI
during an interaction.

“Obviously, it's a great
feeling as I have played
for the country and cap-
tained the country:.

“And I am taking over
at a time when BCCI has
not been in greatest of
position for the last three
years. Its image has got
hampered quite a lot.
It's a great opportunity
for me to do something
good,” said the former
India captain, who will
have to demit office in
July, due to compulsory
cooling off period.

Ganguly also said his
first priority in the short
tenure would be to look
after “first-class crick-
eters” The 47-year-old
plans to meet all the
stakeholders in Indian
cricket and wants to do
something that Commit-
tee of Administrators
(CoA) didn’t do for 33
months.

“We will speak to ev-
eryone first as we take a
decision but my biggest
priority will be to look
after first class cricketers.
I had requested that to the
CoA for three years and
they didn’t listen. That’s
the first thing I will do,
look after the financial
health of our first-class
cricketers,” said Ganguly,
who scored more than
18,000 international runs.

Being selected unop-
posed is a big responsi-
bility, he admitted.

“Whether unopposed
or not, there has to be
responsibility as it is the
biggest organisation in

world cricket. Financially,
India is a cricketing pow-
erhouse, so it will be a
challenge,” he said. Does
he regret that the term will
be only for nine months?

“Yes, that's the rule
and we will deal with it

For someone, who
has won many close ODIs
for India, Ganguly was
emotionally intrigued by
how the board room pol-
itics worked.

“I didnt know I would
be the President when I
came down. You (report-
er) asked me and I told
you it’s Brijesh and when
I went up and I came to
know it has changed.
I have never been in a
BCCI election and I never
knew it worked like this,”
he said. He had a meet-
ing with Home Minister
Amit Shah on Saturday
and when asked about
whether he will have to
campaign for BJP in Ben-
gal, he answered in the
negative.

“No, no nothing of
that sort. Nobody told me
anything,” Ganguly said.

Jagmohan Dalmi-
ya has pulled off some
amazing board room
coups and talking about
the late BCCI boss, Gan-
guly got emotional.

“I have never imagined
so (that I will be in shoes
of late Jagmohan Dalmi-
ya). He has been like a fa-
ther to me. There has been
some great presidents of
BCCI, Mr Srinivasan, Anu-
rag, who have done great
job,” he said.

So will it be different
from captaincy? Gan-
guly answered, “Noth-
ing can beat being an
India captain.

ISLtoreplace as I-League as country's top league

NEw DELHI, OcT 14 (PTI):
Indian Super League
(ISL) will replace the
I-League as top-tier com-
petition in the country as
per a proposal present-
ed by the Asian Football
Confederation (AFC) on
domestic structure re-
forms in India.

The roadmap was
formulated in a meeting
of the I-League and ISL
clubs with the officials
of the All India Football
Federation (AIFF) and
the AFC in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia on Monday.

The officials of FSDL,
the organisers of the ISL,
were also present during
the meeting.

As per the roadmap,
the ISL champions would
also be entitled to a
play-off place in the AFC
Champions League and
the I-League champions
would take a place in the
AFC Cup in “a package
that takes into consider-
ation the recommenda-
tions of FIFA/AFC report
of 2017”.

“Everyone has to put
the good of Indian foot-
ball at the forefront and
take the best decisions to
develop Indian club foot-
ball. The AFC will be very
much involved to ensure
the growth of the game
to the next level with
the pathway to a single
league,” AFC General
Secretary Dato’ Windsor
John said in a statement.

“Every point of this
package and it is a pack-
age has been thought-out
extremely carefully and
it is aimed simply at pro-
viding the best chance to
develop Indian club foot-
ball. We have informed
AIFF that 10-12 teams
are not enough for the

top League it must be
bigger.

“Everyone has con-
tributed to the develop-
ment of the Indian club
game - ISL, I-League
clubs, the AIFF and the
AFC and I am sure that if
this roadmap is consid-
ered further, then Indian
football will see the ben-
efits for the game. We are
now all working together
to deliver the best fu-
ture,” he added.

AIFF General Secre-
tary Kushal Das said the
proposed roadmap is in
the best interest of all
stake holders of Indian
football.

“We now have a road-
map which provides the
best opportunity for Indi-
an club football. I would
like to thank the AFC and
its General Secretary for
their contribution in pro-
posing a solution to this
unique problem. India is
an important country for
football in Asia,” he said.

“We have to be finan-
cially sustainable and
take into consideration
all commercial and con-
tractual aspects of this
plan because commerce
is key to football not only
in India but across the
world of football.

“We must be cogni-
sant of that fact of foot-
ball life, that footballing
legacy and investment
are equally important for
the development of Indi-
an football,” Das added.

The proposal will
now be presented to the
AFC Executive Commit-
tee and the AIFF Execu-
tive Committee for ap-
proval.

As per the proposed
roadmap in 2019-20 sea-
son, the ISL will attain

the status of premier
league competition in In-
dian football.

Besides as a special
compensation to India,
the AFC will allow the
winning ISL club to rep-
resent India in the AFC
Champions League play-
offs, and the I-League
winner will get to play
the AFC Cup play-off.

Another key recom-
mendation by the AFC
is to open a pathway for
two I-League clubs’ entry
into the ISL by the end of
the 2020-21 season, sub-
ject to the criteria being
fulfilled.

In addition, starting
with the 2022-23 season,
the winner of I-League
will stand a chance to be
promoted to the ISL with
no participation fee,
basis fulfilling sporting
merit and the national
club licensing criteria
to be set out by the
AIFF. There will be no
relegation in the ISL at
this time.

In its recommenda-
tion for 2024-25, it is
agreed to fully imple-
ment promotion and
relegation into the top
league, and abolition of
two parallel leagues.

The proposal was
floated in June by the
AIFF when it announced
that the ISL would take
over from the I-League
India’s AFC Champions
League qualifier slot
from 2019-20. This ef-
fectively means the ISL
takes over as India’s
top-tier football league.

[-League clubs had
initially protested and
asked for the introduc-
tion of promotion and
relegation to allow them
take part in the ISL.

Australia’s Mitch
Marsh injures bowling
hand punching wall

PERTH, OcT 14 (AFP): Aus-
tralian Mitch Marsh was
nervously waiting Mon-
day to see how badly
he has hurt his bowling
hand after punching
a dressing room wall
in frustration during
a weekend Sheffield
Shield game.

The Western Austra-
lia all-rounder, who was
recalled to the Test side
for the final game of the
Ashes against England
last month, was on his
way to a big score Sun-
day against Tasmania
when he was caught and
bowled for 53.

The match ended in
a draw and Marsh took
his frustrations out on
the changing room, with
reports that he may have
fractured his hand.

“Western Australian
captain Mitch Marsh in-
jured his hand during
(Sunday’s) Sheffield

Shield match against
Tasmania at the WACA
ground,” said a statement
from his team.

“Marsh sustained the
injury when he struck
the wall in the change-
rooms following his dis-
missal earlier in the day.

“The extent of the in-
jury and a time frame on
his return will be deter-
mined later this week af-
ter further investigation.”

Western Australia’s
next match is against
Victoria on Friday and
missing it would be set-
back to Marsh’s chances of
further impressing selec-
tors ahead of the first Test
against Pakistan, which
gets under way in Bris-
bane on November 21.

He was in the frame
to retain his place in
the side after taking
7-86 in the fifth and
final Test against En-
gland at The Oval.

Poland, Russia reach Euro 2020

as Germany, Netherlands close in
PARIS, OcTt 14 (AFP): Poland and Russia secured
their places at Euro 2020 on Sunday with victories
over North Macedonia and Cyprus respectively, while
Germany and the Netherlands boosted their hopes of

reaching the finals.

Russia eased to a 5-0 thrashing of 10-man Cyprus,
with Poland joining them, Belgium and Italy in qual-
ifying this week by seeing off North Macedonia 2-0.

Stanislav Cherchesov’s Russia, who reached the
World Cup quarter-finals on home soil last year, only
had to avoid defeat in Nicosia to follow Belgium in

qualifying from Group I.

Valencia winger Denis Cheryshev fired in a
ninth-minute opener for the visitors, before Mag-
omed Ozdoev, who scored a fabulous long-range
strike on Thursday against Scotland, made it two mid-

way through the first half.

Any thoughts of a Cyprus comeback were end-
ed in just the 28th minute when Kostas Laifis was
dismissed for a nasty lunge on Russian full-back

Sergei Petrov.

Striker Artem Dzyuba scored his third goal in two
games in the 79th minute, before Aleksandr Golovin
and Cheryshev’s second completed the rout late on.

Russia will attempt to overtake Belgium, who
beat Kazakhstan 2-0 earlier on Sunday, at the summit
when they host the world’s number one side on No-

vember 16.

The European Championship finals, which start
on June 12 next year, are being held at 12 different
venues across the continent, including Saint Peters-

burg in Russia.

Poland went into their game against North Mace-
donia knowing victory would punch their ticket for

the Euros.

They were forced to be patient by the visitors,
who could qualify through the playoffs after win-
ning their Nations League group if they fail to do so
automatically. But Przemyslaw Frankowski prod-
ded home less than 60 seconds after coming on as
a substitute in the 74th minute, before Akardiusz

Milik made the points safe.

Poland remain three points clear of Austria, who
won 1-0 in Slovenia, at the top of Group G, with North
Macedonia and Slovenia five points further adrift.

- DUTCH SEE OFF BELARUS -

Ronald Koeman’s Netherlands remained at the top
of Group C ahead of Germany on head-to-head record
with a nervy 2-1 win over Belarus in Minsk.

The Dutch lead third-placed Northern Ireland by
three points after beating Michael O’Neill’s side 3-1

on Thursday.

Georginio Wijnaldum headed the away team
in front in the 32nd minute, shortly after Denis
Laptev had spurned a golden chance to give Be-

larus a shock lead.

The Liverpool midfielder doubled the advantage
before the break with a wonderful 25-yard strike into
the top corner, and although Stanislav Dragun gave
Belarus hope early in the second half, the Netherlands
held on with relative comfort.

“We have to do better than we did in the sec-
ond half, although in the end we had things under
control,” Dutch captain Virgil van Dijk told televi-

sion channel NOS.

“We are now very close to qualifying for the finals,
and ultimately that’s what counts.”

Victory in Belfast over the Northern Irish next
month would secure the Oranje a first appearance at
a major tournament since finishing third at the 2014
World Cup. Germany eased to a 3-0 victory in Estonia
despite seeing Emre Can sent off in the 14th minute.

I[lkay Gundogan, who along with Can before kick-
off ‘unliked’ a controversial Instagram post by Turkey
forward Cenk Tosun, scored twice, with Timo Werner

also finding the net.

Joachim Loew’s side host Northern Ireland in their
final game, which could decide second place.

“We had to regroup after the red card, the team did
well after the break, we did not concede and scored

three goals,” said Loew.
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Ecuador govt, protesters agree
rest
-

deal to end deadly un

Quito, Oct 14 (AFP):
Ecuador’s president
and indigenous leaders
reached an agreement
Sunday to end nearly two
weeks of violent protests
against austerity mea-
sures put in place to ob-
tain a multi-billion-dollar
loan from the IMF.

President Lenin
Moreno met with Jaime
Vargas, the head of the
indigenous umbrella
grouping CONAIE, for
four hours of talks in the
capital Quito broadcast
live on state television.

“With this agree-
ment, the mobilizations...
across Ecuador are termi-
nated and we commit our-
selves to restoring peace
in the country,” said a joint
statement, adding the gov-
ernment had withdrawn
an order that removed
fuel subsidies.

Rocketing prices af-
ter Moreno cut the sub-
sidies to obtain a 4.2
billion loan from the
International Monetary
Fund sparked 12 days of
demonstrations that left
seven people dead.

The statement was
read by an official from
the United Nations,
which mediated the talks
along with the Catholic
Church.

“The measures ap-
plied in all our territo-
ries are lifted,” confirmed

Sunday, violent clash-
es continued before the
talks began as police
fought to disperse pro-
testers who tried to put
up a barricade of debris
from Saturday’s unrest.

“Native brothers, 1
have always treated you
with respect and affec-
tion,” Moreno said as the
talks opened. “It was nev-
er my intention to affect
the poorest sectors.”

Protesters had con-
verged on Quito from
around the country. Au-
thorities said 1,349 peo-
ple had been injured and
1,152 detained in the
demonstrations.

The violence forced
Moreno to relocate his

Protesters seized three
oil facilities in the Ama-
zon. CONAIE had previ-
ously rejected an offer
of dialogue but reversed
course Saturday. UN Sec-
retary General Antonio
Guterres earlier called
on all groups “to commit
to inclusive and mean-
ingful talks, and to work
in good faith towards a
peaceful solution.”
Ecuador’s indigenous
groups make up a quar-
ter of the country’s 17.3
million people. Thou-
sands from disadvan-
taged communities from
across the Amazon and
the Andes have traveled
to Quito to spearhead
demands the subsidies

smoke after being at-
tacked with fire bombs.

The prosecutor’s of-
fice said 34 people were
arrested.

Protesters on Satur-
day also targeted a televi-
sion station and a news-
paper.The Teleamazonas
TV channel interrupted
its regular broadcast to
air images of broken win-
dows, a burned vehicle
and heavy police pres-
ence on the scene.

The station evacuat-
ed 25 employees, none of
them hurt.

Nearby,  protesters
built barricades in front
of the National Assembly
building as police fired
tear gas at them.

es were attacked by a
“group of unknowns.”
Protesters did not imme-
diately heed the curfew
that went into effect on
Saturday, with security
forces struggling to im-
pose order in some parts
of the city.

“Where are the moth-
ers and fathers of the
police? Why do they let
them kill us?” cried Nan-
¢y Quinyupani, an indige-
nous woman.

The restrictions in
Quito, a city of 2.7 million,
came on top of a state of
emergency Moreno had
declared on October 3,
deploying some 75,000
military and police and
imposing a nighttime

Vargas, wearing face government to Ecuador’s
paint and a head wreath second city, Guayaquil,
of feathers. and hit the oil industry

Moreno had declared
a curfew and placed Qui-
to under military control
to quell the unrest. On

ministry

hard with the energy
suspending
more than two-thirds of
its distribution of crude.

be reinstated.
Demonstrators on
Saturday ransacked and
set fire to the building
housing the comptroller
general’s office, which
was shrouded in thick

“We
to do with the events at
the comptroller’s office
and Teleamazonas,” said
CONAIE.
newspaper reported on
Twitter that

have nothing curfew in the vicinity of
government buildings.
Moreno is struggling
with an economic crisis
that he blames on waste
and corruption by Cor-

rea’s administration.

El Comercio

its offic-

Trump hacks Giuliani, but some aides wish he would cut ties

WASHINGTON (AP): President Donald Trump
on Saturday stood behind personal attor-
ney Rudy Giuliani, one of his highest-profile
and most vocal defenders, amid reports that
federal prosecutors in the city Giuliani led
as mayor are eyeing him for possible lobby-
ing violations. Behind the scenes, however,
many of Trump’s closest aides and advisers,
inside and outside the White House, quietly
wish the president would cut ties with Gi-
uliani, whose leadership of New York after
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks
earned him worldwide admiration and the
moniker of “America’s mayor.”

Giuliani was a force in Trump’s defense
during the lengthy Russia investigation by
the special counsel.

Yet the effort to undermine special coun-
sel Robert Mueller led Giuliani to Ukraine,
which now entangles the former federal
prosecutor and mayor in legal jeopardy
and is central to the danger threatening the
presidency he labored to protect.

The New York Times reported Friday,
citing a pair of anonymous sources famil-
iar with the matter, that the investigation
is linked to Giuliani’s efforts to undermine
Marie Yovanovitch, formerly the US ambas-
sador to Ukraine. The US attorney’s office in
Manhattan has declined to comment on the
Times report.

Two Florida businessmen with ties to Gi-
uliani were charged Thursday with federal
campaign finance violations.

Both played key roles in Giuliani’s efforts
to get Ukraine to launch a corruption inves-
tigation into Democratic presidential con-
tender Joe Biden and his son Hunter, who sat
on the board of a gas company there.On Sat-
urday, Trump deployed in Giuliani’s defense
the same two-word phrase “Witch Hunt!” he
repeatedly used to attack the legitimacy of
the special counsel investigation into Rus-
sian interference in the 2016 presidential
election and now the House impeachment
inquiry against him.

“So now they are after the legendary
‘crime buster’ and greatest Mayor in the his-
tory of NYC, Rudy Giuliani,” Trump tweeted
while on the way to his northern Virginia golf
club. “He may seem a little rough around the
edges sometimes, but he is also a great guy
and wonderful lawyer.” Later Saturday, he told
Jeanine Pirro during a telephone interview
broadcast on her Fox News Channel program
that Giuliani continues as his lawyer.

“He’s a great gentleman. He was a great
mayor, one of the greatest, maybe the great-

est mayor in the history of New York,” the
president said. “He was a fantastic prosecu-
tor. I know nothing about him being under
investigation ... [ can’t imagine it.”

“He’s a man that looks for corruption
and whatever he does I really believe he’s
a totally, I mean, I know he’s an honorable
man,” Trump added.

A whistleblower complaint about
Trump’s dealings with Ukraine led Demo-
cratic House Speaker Nancy Pelosi to open
an impeachment inquiry into the president.

Three House committees taking deposi-
tions in the impeachment probe heard Fri-
day from Yovanovitch.

The former ambassador has said she
was fired from her post in May after insist-
ing that Giuliani’s requests to Ukrainian of-
ficials for investigations be relayed through
official channels, according to a former dip-
lomat who has spoken with her.

The former diplomat spoke on condition
of anonymity to discuss the private conver-
sation. Trump seemed to try to create space
between himself and Giuliani on Friday
when reporters asked if Giuliani was still
representing him.

“Well, I don’t know. I haven’t spoken to
Rudy,” Trump said as he left the White House
for a trip to Louisiana, adding that the two
spoke briefly on Thursday. “He’s a very good
attorney, and he has been my attorney. Yeah,
sure.” Asked if he still represented Trump,
Giuliani replied to The Associated Press
with a one-word text message: “Yes.”

White House officials have been flab-

bergasted by Giuliani’'s performance on
Trump’s behalf, particularly his habit of re-
vealing embarrassing information without
so much as a heads-up to the president’s
full-time aides. Aides have come to view
Giuliani’s behavior much as they have their
boss’ with resignation that they will rarely
be consulted beforehand to develop a stra-
tegic plan, and that any plan will be ignored.

One White House aide said there was
frustration among aides that they have
borne the brunt of criticism from some in
Trump’s orbit for not having a more coordi-
nated response to the impeachment probe,
saying they were operating without visibil-
ity into what Giuliani has been doing. The
aide and others who spoke on this subject
did so on the condition of anonymity.

White House lawyers rarely deal with
Giuliani directly, preferring to coordinate
when necessary with Jay Sekulow, viewed as
the more even-keeled lawyer on the presi-
dent’s outside team.

Aides who spoke on this subject said the
general feeling among them is that Trump
has yet to fully grasp the extent of Giuliani’s
side-dealings and hope Trump will eventu-
ally sour on his fellow New Yorker.

Giuliani was first brought on as the pub-
lic face of Trump'’s defense of the Russia in-
vestigation, with Trump valuing his pugna-
cious style from the 2016 campaign and his
reputation as “America’s mayor.”

Giuliani wanted to be secretary of state,
but ended up withdrawing from consider-
ation for a Cabinet post.

Britain, EU enter make-
or-break Brexit week

LoNDON, OcT 14 (AFP)
Britain and the European
Union on Monday enter a
pivotal week that deter-
mines if they are still on
course to reach amica-
ble divorce terms -- and
when Brexit might finally
occur.

Queen Elizabeth II is
due to step into the fray
by performing her cer-
emonial duty of inform-
ing parliament about the
government's agenda for
the coming year.

But the odds of Prime
Minister Boris Johnson’s
tenure lasting that long
will depend largely on
the outcome of hurried
discussions held behind
closed doors in Brussels
around the same time.

EU leaders will then
meet on Thursday and
Friday for a summit held
under the pressures of
the October 31 Brexit
deadline just two weeks
away.

Diplomats see little
hope that the sides can
achieve in a few days
what they had failed to
in the more than three
years since Britons first
voted to leave the bloc af-
ter nearly 50 years.

“Alot of work remains
to be done,” EU negotia-
tor Michel Barnier told
ambassador Sunday.

Technical talks are
continuing -- variously
described as “intense” or
“constructive” -- but few
familiar with the process
can point to progress on
the decisive issue of Brit-
ish Northern Ireland’s

place in the EU customs
Zone.

Johnson warned his
ministers Sunday to
brace for a cliff-hanger
finish.

The British leader
said “a pathway to a deal
could be seen but that
there is still a significant
amount of work to get
there and we must re-
main prepared to leave
on October 31

Johnson rose to pow-
er in July on a promise
not to extend Brexit for
a third time this year --
even if only a few more
weeks are needed to get
a deal done.

Breaking that pledge
could come back to haunt
him in an early gener-
al election that most
predict for the coming
months. Johnson is under
parliamentary orders to
seek an extension until
January 31 of next year if
no deal emerges by Sat-
urday.

He has insisted that
he will both follow the
law and get Britain out
by October 31 -- a contra-
diction that might end up
being settled in court.

Outgoing EU chief
Jean-Claude Juncker said
British politics were get-
ting more difficult to de-
cipher than the riddle of
an “Egyptian sphinx”.

“If the British ask
for more time, which
they probably will not,
it would in my view be
a historical nonsense
to refuse them,” Junck-
er told Austria’s Kurier

newspaper.

Something will have
to give when the Brit-
ish parliament holds its
first emergency Saturday
meeting since the 1982
Falklands War.

Johnson could theo-
retically then try to put
up a fight and refuse to
sign off on a Brexit exten-
sion request.

His refusal would im-
mediately be contested
in court.

The EU leaders could
complicate matters fur-
ther still by deciding to
offer Britain extension
terms that parliament
cannot accept.

But Brussels might
want to push Brexit back
further into next year so
that it stops interfering
with all the other Euro-
pean issues piling up.

Along delay would be
untenable for many euro-
sceptics ahead of an early
election that some expect
as early as December.

But a short one of a
few months might only
come on the condition
that it is the last.

The last and seem-
ingly least likely outcome
would see parliament
vote on an actual agree-
ment reached in Brus-
sels against all odds this
week. Brussels insists
that the ball is now in
Johnson’s court.

“If the British gov-
ernment wants a solu-
tion, it must move
quickly now,” a Europe-
an diplomat told AFP.
“The clocking is ticking.

Hungary opposition wins Budapest in
blow for PM Orban: partial results

BUDAPEST, OCT 14 (AFP):
Hungary’s opposition
scored a shock win in
the Budapest mayoralty
election Sunday, the first
electoral blow for nation-
alist Prime Minister Vik-
tor Orban since he came
to power in 2010.

With around 89 per
cent of votes counted,
centre-left challenger
Gergely Karacsony led by
around 50 per cent of the
vote ahead of the incum-
bent mayor Istvan Tarlos
on around 45 per cent.

In office since 2010,
Tarlos, backed by Or-
ban’s right-wing Fidesz
party, congratulated the

44-year-old challenger
by telephone, a spokes-
person for Karacsony,

told AFP. “The govern-
ment respects the de-
cision of Budapest's
citizens,” a government
spokesman told local
media.

Karacsony had

compared the Budapest
race to the Istanbul may-
oral election in March,
in which the candidate
of Turkish leader Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s party
was defeated by the op-
position challenger.

The nationwide mu-
nicipal elections were
seen as a rare chance for
the beleaguered opposi-
tion to roll back the pow-
er of nationalist Prime
Minister Viktor Orban.

Opposition  parties
across the political spec-
trum had joined forces
to wrest control of Bu-
dapest and deny Orban’s
party landslide wins
nationwide for the first
time in almost a decade.

In many municipal-
ities just one opposi-
tion challenger lined up
against Fidesz, offering
it a chance of compet-
ing under electoral rules
changed Orban that re-

ward the biggest party.
A swathe of larger cities
outside the capital were
also won by the unified
opposition. “This election
proves that opposition co-
operation works, the op-
position reached its best
result in years with the
new strategy,” said Andras
Biro-Nagy, an analyst with
Policy Solutions.

The elections were
seen as a litmus test for
the opposition’s new
strategy, which could
offer a way to challenge
Orban in the next general
election in 2022.

“Budapest is the big
prize, but the break-
through in numerous
provincial cities is at
least as important,” said
Biro-Nagy.

“It is the first crack in
the Orban system, and it
seems guaranteed that
the strategy will continue
for 2022,” he said.
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HANDSOME HEMSWORTH! The actor, Chris Hemsworth
takes the stage for a Q&A panel at the 2019 ACE Comic-Con at

Rosemont, lllinois.

UBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) —

From a humble start of leaving the
world of finance to write a beauty blog,
Huda Kattan now has become one of the
most recognizable names in makeup
around the world.

“I do think the idea of makeup as a
form of self-expression will just grow
even more,” Kattan told The Associated
Press in Dubai. “I don’t think
it's going to be about beauti-
fying anymore.”

Kattan reaches custom-
ers through a YouTube chan-
nel where she uploads all
her makeup tutorials. Her
brand’s Instagram account
boasts more than 39 million
followers, along with her sev-
en million followers on Face-
book. Her beauty line has
found success globally, and
especially across the Mideast
and Persian Gulf, where Hu-
da’s business model has been
particularly successful.

So-called “beauty influ-
encers” are seeing strong
growth in the United Arab
Emirates, a federation of
seven sheikhdoms home to
Dubai. They also play an im-
portant role in showcasing
beauty and personal care
products in Saudi Arabia, which has the
highest number of active users in the re-
gion on social media platforms.

According to Euromonitor Interna-
tional, big brands in the UAE such as
Mac, Bobbi Brown and Estee Lauder
“saw slight declines in their value shares
in 2018, due to the stronger competition
from smaller brands” like Huda Beauty,
singer Rihanna’s brand Fenty Beauty
and Charlotte Tilbury.

As makeup sales slow in Europe and
the U.S., they continue to grow in the
Mideast. From 2018 to 2023, Euromoni-
tor predicts a 7.2% growth in the color
cosmetics industry across the Mideast,

Kanye West Confirms He Recently

Converted to Christianity

with a 2.9% growth across the Gulf
Cooperation Council, which includes
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.
This year alone, the color cosmet-

hile the masses thrilled by Kanye

West’'s announcement during a listen-
ing session at George Washington Universi-
ty’s Lisner Auditorium in Washington D.C. on
Saturday, that Jesus Is King is now tentatively
slated for an October 25 release, another in-
teresting revelation occurred.

Kanye confirmed that he recently con-
verted to Christianity,
TMZ reports. “I want
to let you know that
I am not here for
your entertainment
this afternoon,” West
told the crowd. “We
are here to spread the
gospel.”

“Excuse me if I
mispronounce any-
thing,” he added.
“l am a recent con-
vert. It means I re-

to people cursing in his presence.

“If somebody cusses in his presence, I've
heard him say a couple of times, ‘Hey, man,
you can’t cuss when you’re with me. I'm a
born-again Christian,” Tyson said on the Pure
Flix Podcast. “Who’s gonna say that if they’re
not meaning that they want Christ to be ex-

alted in all that they do? [He told me], ‘From

cently got saved
within this year”

Given his ongoing Sunday Service events
and his vow to move away from making sec-
ular music in favor of creating only gospel
music, West fully committing to his faith by
becoming a Christian convert falls in line with
his recent exploits.

Kanye’s pastor, Adam Tyson, hinted at this
new direction by revealing how West reacts

now on, all I want to do is serve Christ. I want
every song that I sang, to have part of my tes-
timony, to include the gospel, and to include
the element of worship to our great God.
That’s what I want to do.”

Jesus Is King is now slated to drop the
same day as his IMAX film Jesus Is King: A
Kanye West Experience, which will be in se-
lect theaters until October 31.

ics market is valued at $2.3 billion in
the Mideast, growing to $3.1 billion by
2023, according to Euromonitor.

Kattan said her business remained

strong because of her focus on the Mid-
east. Unlike in many Western countries
where more natural makeup looks are
in vogue, women across Arab Gulf coun-
tries often lean toward bright, eye-catch-
ing makeup trends and accessories that
offset the utilitarianism of black veils
and abayas. That complements the bold
colors of Kattan’s lines.

“I feel like it's very normal in a cos-
metic business to go after the No. 1
beauty business or the industry, which
is the U.S.)” she said. “Of course, I do
want to go for the U.S., but I still feel
like there’s so much to do in this part
of the world.”

That focus has served her well so far.
With a net worth of more than $600 mil-
lion, Kattan was named one of the “10
most powerful influencers in the world
of beauty” in 2017 by Forbes magazine
and was named by Time as one of the 25
most influential people on the internet.

Kattan’s makeup line includes lip-
sticks, eyeshadow palettes, foundation
and highlighters among other products.
She now is expanding her empire with a
newly launched perfume line headed by
her business partner and sister, Mona.
Huda Kattan has also started a reality
web show on Facebook’s Watch service.

“I think there’s a buzz of the beauty
brands that have boomed and created
billion-dollar brands like Huda Beauty,

For Huda Kattan, beauty has
become a billion-dollar business

Kylie, so many other brands. But in re-
ality it's becoming super competitive
and sales are dropping for almost every
beauty brand out there,” said Mona Kat-
tan while sitting beside Huda at their of-
fice in Dubai. “And the only way you can
survive is if you have a really purposeful
mission and a strong identity and you're
trying to be different and that's what

we’ve always tried to do.”

Huda Kattan also plans a soon-to-
come skincare line.

“You know, I never really had great
skin and I always wanted to feel com-
fortable not wearing makeup, and I fi-
nally feel like that for the first time in my
life,” she said.

“So makeup shouldn’t be a need, it
should be like a want. Like men!” she
added with a laugh. The 36-year-old
Iragi-American now runs her epony-
mous empire Huda Beauty, a makeup
line valued at $1.2 billion that has fast
become a favorite among A-list celebri-
ties and artists around the world.

Her personality has been key in con-
necting to the public via social media,
a major driver for her makeup known
for its vibrant color and contouring
popular among Arab women. She’s
part of a growing vanguard of lines
built around personalities, an expand-
ing business model as more-estab-
lished brands face slower sales.

I'd love to get paid as much
as my male co-stars: Kareena

DEAR READERS,
IFYOU ARE HAVING
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MumBaAl, OcTt 14 (PTI): Actor Kareena Ka-
poor Khan says she has never walked out of
a film due to pay disparity but hopes to get
paid as much as her male co-stars in films. At
the Jio MAMI Movie Mela with Star, 2019, Kare-
ena was in conversation with filmmaker Karan
Johar and Alia Bhatt. When asked if she has ever
walked out of a film because she was getting
paid less, the actor said, “There were probably
different reasons of walking out of films, but not
because of this particular reason. I'd love to get
paid as much as my male co-stars though.”

Kareena recently worked in Johar’s home
production “Good News”, co-starring Akshay
Kumar. When Johar asked, that one would
assume Kareena and Akshay would’ve gotten
paid equally, Kareena quipped, “Please pay
me as much as you paid Akshay Kumar I'll run
out of MAMI!”

Johar, however, said there is a larger un-
derstanding of the economics of movies that
sometimes is “lesser known by people who

don’t understand the business and how it

functions.” “Many times, people make sweep-
ing statements about it. I'm the first person
who'll always want to pay what is completely
right and justified and valid. I've always done
it. But I feel there’s a larger understanding of
the budget versus the verticals that you sell
on digital and satellite that are driven by dif-
ferent data.”

“Sometimes the data of satellite and dig-
ital look at the history of the artiste, male
or female I'm not specifying, and that deter-
mines a certain price factor and then thode
determine the final cost of what you pay,” he
added. The filmmaker said there are many
women who deserve much more money than
the men and there are men who have earned
that because of their talent and just the work
they have put in.

“So, it’s very subjective and cannot be just
put into one strong slot. While I'm all about
equality, when it comes to love and paying
people, but there are larger optics to look at
where we have to.”
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ARIES: This is the new beginning you
have been manifesting, Aries. Some of you
could be making your way up the ladder. Did
somebody say promotions? Others may be
on the brink of beginning a dream project.
Either way, you need to be alert and active,
ready to capitalise on every opportunity that
comes your way. This is what will help you
advance your career to the next level.

Tip: Having a plan of action will keep you
focused on the right track.

TAURUS: You are stepping into a brand
new phase, one that promises both emotion-
al fulfilment and material rewards. When in
doubt, listen to your heart. She will always
guide you towards your higher purpose. For
those experiencing the ‘another day, another
drama’ syndrome, this is a reminder to tap
into your compassionate side. People around
you are dealing with turbulence on a person-
al or professional level.

Tip: Listen to your heart.

GEMINI: Let’s talk about your sacred pur-
pose, Gemini. The reason you jump out of
bed as soon as the alarm rings. This week
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brings with itself a sense of alignment. The
more confident you are in your abilities, the
more you will be able to shine your light on
the world. Is there a correspondence you
have been waiting on? Positive news is on
its way to you.

Tip: Find your true calling.

CANCER: Another day, another drama?
If you’re the common denominator in the
clashes here, you know you’ve got a prob-
lem, Cancer. Could you be letting the cha-
os within create conflict without? See how
and where you need to realign. Sometimes,
stepping away from an argument is the best
way to salvage the situation and keep your
sanity intact.

Tip: Beware of bringing your personal is-
sues into the workspace.

LEO: Daily reminder: age is not a factor.
Neither is the number of years you have
worked in the industry. This Sunday brings
with itself the promise of a fresh start, one
that is aligning you with the future you have
always dreamed of. Carpe diem, Leo! Here’s
a Robin Sharma classic that will inspire you

to embrace the change: “Dream big, start
small, act now.”

Tip: It’s never too late to start over.
VIRGO: None of us like to do the heavy
lifting on a Monday morning. But you don’t
have a way out of this, Virgo. There are
pending decisions that require your immedi-
ate attention. Remember, saying yes to one
thing means saying no to another, and that
doesn’t have to be a bad thing.

Tip: Expansion is on the cards.

LIBRA: Word of wisdom courtesy Osho:
“The greatest fear in the world is the opinion
of others. And the moment you are unafraid
of the crowd, you are no longer a sheep, you
become a lion. A great roar arises in your head,
a roar of freedom.” Your birthday month has
been quite the rollercoaster ride, Libra, one
that’s made you question your own beliefs and
transform negative thought patterns.

Tip: You are becoming more you than you
have ever been.

SCORPIO: If there’s anything your past
experiences have taught you, it’s the impor-
tance of being seen and heard at the right

places and placing your project strategically.
There’s no harm in tooting your own horn
occasionally if it gets you noticed by the
right people. The good news? Being proac-
tive will help you set the wheels in motion.
The project that’s been stuck for a while
could surprise you too.

Tip: It’s a get-set-go kind of day.
SAGITTARIUS: A powerful affirmation
to transform you into a money magnet: “T
am aligned with the energy of wealth and
abundance.” Repeat these powerful words to
yourself in the mirror, or write them down on
a piece of paper. Trust that you will spark off
a change that is both internal and external.
Tip: It’s time to make massive changes in the
money department.

CAPRICORN: “Some people never go
crazy. What truly horrible lives they must
lead.” A Bukowoski quote to remind you of
the importance of creative rebellion. Don’t
be afraid to push the boundaries. You’re not
doing this to make a statement. You’re sim-
ply finding new ways to challenge yourself.
This day also promises to bring wit itself a

surge of new ideas. Write them down, so you
can develop them over the next few days.
Tip: Don’t be afraid to push the boundaries.
AQUARIUS: Your life could feel a bit
like a multiple choice question round. The
method of elimination will help separate the
wheat from the chaff. When in doubt, turn
inwards. Your heart knows the best way
forward. In love, let truth and integrity be
your magic words. Don’t stick it out simply
because things look fantastic on paper. If
you’re seeking something deeper, communi-
cate your needs to your partner.

Tip: Your heart always knows the best way
forward.

PISCES: Despite your experimental ways,
you’re learning the importance of going by
the book. When in doubt, research. This will
give you an edge over your competitors. Do
you know somebody who has walked this
path before? Don’t be afraid to turn to your
mentor for guidance. They could inspire you
to see things in a way you never have while
awakening you to your true potential.

Tip: Refer to the rule book.
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