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Tigers sighted in North Sikkim
Rebyna Rana
GANGTOK, 26 Jul: 
A fresh sighting of Royal 
Bengal Tiger has been re-
ported from Gamthangpu 
above Lachen in North Sik-
kim. The tiger was spot-
ted at an altitude of 3600 
metres above sea level 
through camera traps set 
up by World Wildlife Fund 
as part of its special High 
Altitude Tiger Project un-
der the National Tiger 
Conservation Authority. A 
similar project for Tiger 
Conservation has been 
initiated by the WWF in 
West Bengal, Arunachal 
Pradesh and Uttarakhand.                

Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forest, Forest 
Department, ML Shrivas-
tava says, “Since Novem-
ber 2018, we have had 
multiple sightings of the 
Royal Bengal Tiger here in 
Sikkim, which asserts that 

Sikkim is a thriving circuit 
for these big cats.”

In recent weeks, tigers 
have been photo-captured 

in camera traps in 2 differ-
ent locations in the remote 
montane forests of North 
Sikkim, a press note from 

the Forest Department in-
forms.

“These tiger images 
from North Sikkim are 

significant for a num-
ber of reasons. These are 
the most authentic pho-
tographs of the species 

from this district in recent 
times. Based on these pho-
tographs, it is established
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CS meets industrial  unit heads 
to foster better understanding

Gangtok, 26 Jul [IPR]: A 
meeting of Chief Secretary 
AK Shrivastava with heads 
of industrial units in the 
State was held at the con-
ference hall of Tashiling 
secretariat today.

The meeting also had 
the presence and partici-
pation of Additional Chief 
Secretary, Commerce & 
Industries Department, 
Dr Thomas Chandy, Sec-
retary, Labour Depart-
ment, SP Subba, Joint La-
bour Commissioner DS 
Kunwar, Director, Com-
merce & Industries, Tashi 
Chopel, senior officers of 
Commerce & Industries 
Department, and heads 
of all industrial units op-
erating in the State.

This was the first meet-

ing of industrial heads with 
the Chief Secretary.

The Chief Secretary, 
in his opening remarks, 
stated that the meeting 
was convened to foster 
a better understanding 
between the industrial 
units and the Govern-
ment, and address ab-
errations and impedi-
ments, if any, on the path 

of growth. 
He lauded the indus-

trial units for their con-
tribution to the state and 
the country and assured 
to strengthen areas where 
the Government can bet-
ter its role as a facilitator.

The Chief Secretary 
sought information from 
the industry plant heads 
on the following issues:

1. The details of the 
industrial units, factories 
and other establishments 
and purpose for which 
they have been set up.

2. The initiatives 
taken by the industrial 
plants under Corporate 
Social Responsibility.

3. Contribution of the 
plants in area development 

turn to pg02

Sikkim-Darjeeling merger 
chatter an SDF conspiracy: Golay

SAGAR CHHETRI
Khamdong, 26 Jul:

Chief Minister, PS Tamang 
[Golay] today accused 

the opposition of conspiring 
against the Sikkim Kranti-
kari Morcha government 
and making false allegations 
against it regarding the Sik-
kim-Darjeeling merger issue.

Addressing a gathering at 
Khamdong where the State 
Boxing Championship 2019 
is going on, Mr Tamang said 
that he will not let any harm 

come to Sikkim. 
The opposition is con-

spiring against the SKM 
government with false al-
legations on this issue and 
people of the State need to 
understand who is behind 
this conspiracy, he stated.

The CM was referring to 
the reemergence of the Sik-
kim-Darjeeling merger issue 
on social media of late.

Speaking about sports, Mr 
Tamang mentioned that the 

turn to pg02

NIT launches MA in 
Buddhist Studies 

Summit Report
Gangtok, 26 Jul:

Namgyal Institute of Tibetology, Gang-
tok, launched a Post Graduate course in 

Buddhist Studies on 25 July, 2019, a press 
release informs. 

Minister for Cultural Affairs & Heritage 
Department, Samdup Lepcha and vice pres-
ident of the Namgyal Institute of Tibetology 
(NIT) Board attended the function as chief 
guest and delivered the inaugural address.

The inaugural ceremony was also at-
tended by Secretary, Cultural Affairs & 
Heritage Department, Government of Sik-
kim, Registrar and Joint Registrar including 
some Heads of Departments and Profes-
sors of Sikkim University, Doctors from the 
Ayush Department, Government of Sikkim, 
the representatives of the Ecclesiastical Af-
fairs, Government of Sikkim, faculty mem-
bers and students of the Post Graduate and 
Sowa Rigpa Departments of the NIT.
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Prof Lama returns 
as Cheif Economic 

Advisor to State Govt
Summit Report
Gangtok, 26 Jul:

Former Vice-Chancellor, Sikkim Univer-
sity, Prof Mahendra P Lama, is all set to 

return as the Chief Economic Advisor to the 
Government of Sikkim.

A Home Department notification issued 
on 26 July informs that Prof Lama has been 
appointed the CEA with immediate effect.

Prof Lama has served an earlier stint, 
from 2000 to 2007, as the chief economic 
advisor to the State Government.

The honorary post carries the status of 
a Cabinet Minister and extends Prof Lama a 
contingency grant of Rs 60,000 to meet the 
expenses of secertarial assistance, office, re-
search support and miscellaneous expenses.

turn to pg02

HRDD swamped by 
repatriations and deputations
Summit Report
Gangtok, 26 Jul:

The State Government effected 70 trans-
fers in the HRDD on 25 July. Out of the 

70, 37 are teachers and other staff of Gov-
ernment schools. Teachers who had been 
earlier transferred on deputation to other 
departments have been repatriated back as 
teachers. On the other hand, teachers have 
been transferred on deputation to other de-
partments, many of whom have taken up the 
posts vacated by the repatriated teachers.  
The post of MVIs and inspectors in other 
departments like Agriculture appear to be 
favoured heavily in this round of transfers. 
It is interesting that while teacher transfers 
are primarily the domain of HRDD, this set 
of transfers has been notified by the De-
partment of Personnel, a requirement ne-
cessitated perhaps by the fact that these are 
inter-departmental rearrangements.

Khamdong-Singtam celebrates 
academic excellence of 

Yangchen Doma Tamang
Summit Report
Khamdong, 26 Jul: 

Yangchen Doma 
Tamang of Ba-

dong Thangsing, 
East Sikkim, was fe-
licitated by Sikkim 
Amateur Boxing As-
sociation [SABA] on 
being selected after 
a national level com-
petition to pursue 
her further studies at 
Adriatic United Col-
lege, Italy. 

She is among the top-20 students select-
ed from India and the only one from the en-
tire North-Eastern Region to study abroad. 

She was felicitated on the second day of 
the ongoing 17th State Boxing Champion-
ship 2019 here Sonamati Memorial Senior 
Secondary School on Friday.

Yangchen Doma Tamang is the eldest 
daughter of Bir Bahadur Tamang and Nindu 

turn to pg02
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Urgently Required: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

WANTED 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.
General Information

This is for general information of all concerned 
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali 
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of 
six months for carrying out necessary repairs. 
All concerned tour operators and clients are 
requested to refrain from booking or deal with 
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency, 
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor

Hotel Parasol Residency,
 Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

Four & half Storied building on SALE, behind Hotel 
Agarwal at Pani House, Gangtok, East Sikkim. In-
terested parties may also buy flats – 2 flats – 1650 
sq.ft , 1 Flat – 1186 sq.ft & 1 Flat on top (1 & half)- 
3000 sq.ft. Contact: -9434751150

“This was a historic day for the 
Namgyal Institute of Tibetology, till 
now well known nationally and inter-
nationally as an research Institute in 
the realm of Buddhist and Tibetan 
studies and for organizing national 
and international level seminars and 
workshops in such diverse subjects 
such as “Quantum Physics and Emp-
tiness in Buddhist Philosophy” or on 
“Mind and Life” to site a few exam-
ples,” the release states.  

In the year 2017 NIT had ventured 
into the teaching arena by introducing 
five and a half years course for Sowa 
Rigpa (science of healing) graduation 
and today, NIT inaugurated the Post 
Graduate course in Buddhist Studies in 
English medium.

The release further states that this 
is the first of its kind course introduced 
in the State of Sikkim offering oppor-
tunities to the local students to study 
Buddhism and its philosophy in lan-
guages other than Tibetan.

The Minister in his inaugural ad-
dress congratulated the Namgyal In-
stitute of Tibetology for the hard work 
done to diversify the activities of the 
Institute into the teaching realm. He 
was of the view that both Sowa Rigpa 
and the Post Graduate programmes 
in Buddhist Studies are relevant and 
appropriate to culture, traditions and 
religious ethos of the people of the Hi-
malaya regions. 

The Minister also said that the State 
Government will make maximum ef-
fort to provide quality education to 

the masses and in this aspect he was 
of the view that the educational pro-
grammes started by NIT are in tune 
with the policy of the government. 
Hence, he said the government will 
give full support to NIT to make this a 
great success in the long run. 

NIT Director, Tashi Densapa in his 
welcome speech said that the estab-
lishment of Buddhist University was 
entrusted to the NIT by the State Gov-
ernment in 2015. He said that graduat-
ing to a full-fledged University focused 
on Buddhist Studies alone will be a long 
process not only in terms of infrastruc-
ture requirement but also in terms of 
the stringent UGC norms applicable for 
recognition as a separate university.  

Therefore, to start with, NIT decid-
ed to begin with MA (Post Graduate) 
course in Buddhist Studies. He also said 
that in the year 2017, the Sowa Rigpa 
(Science of Healing) course was intro-
duced by NIT as it is a part and partial 
of Buddhism. He ended his address by 
saying that with gradual increase in 
teaching faculties, it may be possible to 
get a deemed university status for NIT.

Officer on Special Duty, NIT, K.N. 
Bhutia, gave a brief background re-
port of the Sowa Rigpa and M.A pro-
grammes. While proposing the vote 
of thanks, the Joint Director made a 
special mention of the Vice Chancel-
lor and Professors of Central Institute 
of Higher Tibetan Studies, Sarnath 
for their active support in preparing 
the Syllabus of the Post Graduate and 
Sowa Rigpa pprogrammes.

NIT launches...

As the CEA, Prof Lama  will advise the State Gov-
ernment on planning, development, monitoring, eval-
uation and reform issues.

He is also tasked to introduce and build a new va-
riety of modern institutions, advise on coordination 
of activities and institutional netwroking with noted 
internation development and global multilateral insti-
tutions and also eminent national institutions.

His counsel will also  be sought on broader issues 
of investment and sustainable development including 
climate change; and in activities related to prepara-
tion of economic survey, bdget and resource mobilisa-
tion and preparation of major state level documents.

He will also be advising the State Government on hu-
man resource development and human capital formation.

Prof Lama..

Ongmu Tamang from the village of Badong Thangsing 
under Khamdong-Singtam constituency in East Sikkim. 

She completed her primary education from Rumtek 
Senior Secondary School and secondary education from 
Him Jyoti School, Dehradun, on a Himjyoti scholarship. 

A very bright student, she has now been select-
ed after a national competition and is proceeding to 
Adriatic United College for further studies.

It is informed that she applied for this scholarship 
last year and had to write five essays following which 
she was selected for an interview along with 120 stu-
dents from across the country and was then placed 
among the top-20 students from the country. 

She is leaving for Italy on 23 August.
Speaking to media persons, Yangchen expressed immense 

happiness on receiving the opportunity to study aboard. 
She said, “I just finished my class X and now will be 

pursuing my first and second year of the college and 
then according to my IB marks I will be admitted into 
a university there.” 

Yangchen informed that she can choose any six 
subjects of which mathematics, Italian and English 
were compulsory and she will be taking geography, 
political science and physics.

Yangchen’s father, Bir Bahadur Tamang, expressed 
his happiness and great satisfaction on his daughter’s 
achievement. 

“She is a very bright student and never came sec-
ond since class 1. I am very happy for achievements of 
my daughter,” he said.

Khamdong-Singtam..

that there is presence of at least two 
different individual tigers in the area. 
One of these animals, a male, was pho-
tographed at an elevation of 3600m 
which is one of the highest altitudes 
that tigers have been recorded in India 
thus far,” the release mentions. 

These images resulted from surveys 
that were conducted as part of the Proj-
ect Status of tiger habitats in high alti-
tude ecosystems of Bhutan, India and 
Nepal. The survey involved a range of 
methods inclusive of interviews with 
local communities about the presence 
and status of tigers and other mam-
mals, sign surveys to detect wildlife 
presence and camera trapping. It was 
undertaken in select areas across North 
and East Districts of the state.

Mr Shrivastava said that the depart-
ment has been instrumental in provid-
ing the manpower for the project which 
laid out the camera traps. 

In the last 3 years there have been 
reports of cattle being killed by wild 
animals but it was not certain what ani-
mal was feeding on them, he added. 

“The project is devoted towards tiger 
conservation with WWF laying out the 
necessary equipment, the project has 
been up and running for 4 months now. 
The previous sighting in November, 2018 
was through a different project under 
JICA. Hence, such multiple sightings can 
ascertain that the ecosystem in Sikkim is 
suitable for Bengal Tigers to take the cir-
cuit,” informed the Secretary.

The animal tends to take the circuit 
which begins in Bengal and takes the 
route through the dense forest border-
ing Bhutan and Sikkim reaching be-
yond the tri-junction area. Apart from 
Royal Bengal Tiger, the camera traps 
have captured snow leopards as well, 
surprisingly in altitudes much lower 
than their natural habitat. 

Tigers sighted...

(round about roads and other infrastruc-
ture).
4. Details of workers of all categories and 
their positions in the industrial units (lo-
cal and non-local).

5. Labour Contract System - alter-
native for the system if the Government 
puts a ban on it.

6. Details of perks and facilities provid-
ed to the staff over and above their monthly 
salaries as notified by the State govern-
ment.

7. Details about transportation for 
workers and storage/warehouse facil-
ities for finished products, both within 
Sikkim and Siliguri.

8. Companies should provide infor-
mation about promotional avenues for 
workers from skilled to supervisory level.

9. Pollution control measures.
The industrial plant heads submitted 

the point wise response to the Chief Sec-
retary and highlighted additional areas of 
concern that need to be addressed.

After lending a patient hearing 
to the points put forth by the Plant 
heads, Chief Secretary Shri A.K. Shri-
vastava assured that there will be no 
miscommunication or any gap in com-
munication between the industry and 
the government. He said that an effi-
cient mechanism will be established 
to ensure healthy communication and 
speedy action.

The Chief Secretary made it clear 
that a uniform system and policy 
guideline on Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility should be put in place so 
that the contribution of the Industries 
is beneficial for the society as a whole 
and that their contribution is valued 

and acknowledged. He welcomed the 
suggestion from the industrial heads 
that a high-level Committee should be 
constituted by the State Government 
to draw up a policy guideline for CSR 
which should be followed mandato-
rily by all the industrial units opera-
tional in the state.

The Chief Secretary expressed his 
satisfaction at the success of the meet-
ing, the first of this kind, and said that 
the deliberations from the meeting will 
be conveyed to the Chief Minister. He 
further stated that he would meet the 
head of all the units who could not at-
tend today’s meeting and create the 
premises for the final meeting of the In-
dustrial heads with the Chief Minister.

The Additional Chief Secretary, 
Commerce & Industries Department, in 
his closing remarks, reiterated that the 
industries in Sikkim are doing laudable 
service both within the State as well as 
nationally. 

He gave the example of how phar-
maceutical products manufactured in 
Sikkim are prescribed to people living 
in different parts of the country. 

He stressed on the need to demys-
tify the notion that the industries are 
here solely to make profit. He called 
for the need to understand the func-
tioning and role of these industries 
and acknowledge their contribution to 
the GSDP of the State. He expressed his 
gratitude to the Chief Secretary and all 
the industry heads for their participa-
tion and fruitful deliberation.

The meeting concluded with vote 
of thanks proposed by Joint Labour 
Commissioner.

CS meets industrial...

state government has prepared various programmes 
and schemes which will be implemented gradually for 
the development of sports and welfare of sportspersons. 

The SKM government has taken various austerity 
measures so that most of the money can be used for 
the development of Sikkim and its people, said the CM. 

Despite the huge financial burden of the State in-
curred by the previous government, arrears of gov-
ernment employees and pension holders will be re-
leased in one installment shortly after the upcoming 
budget session, he announced.

Addressing the youth, Mr Tamang urged them to 
work hard and not get discouraged. 

“The previous government had conspired against 
me and my family but I never got discouraged. I took 
it positively, moved ahead and now I am in this posi-
tion,” he expressed. 

He added that Sikkim has seen Parivartan due to 
the hardwork of all SKM workers.

The CM also thanked the people of Khamdong-Sing-
tam for trusting SKM and voting it to power. He assured 
to work positively on demands placed by the Area MLA 
on behalf of the people of Khamdong-Singtam. 

He also mentioned that the SKM government will give a 
‘special gift’ to the people of Khamdong-Singtam very soon.

Area MLA, Dr MK Sharma alleged that the SDF gov-
ernment had always neglected Khamdong-Singtam 
and cheated the people of the area with false promises 
and used the people just for votes. He further alleged 
that the earlier government had not fulfilled any of its 
promises and the area still lacks basic facilities. 

On the same, he mentioned that the SKM government has 
already started to fulfill its promises for the constituency. 

Sikkim-Darjeeling..

CEO’s disability-friendly 
website launched

Gangtok, 26 July [IPR]: 
Chief Electoral Officer R 
Telang today launched 
the new disabili-
ty-friendly departmental 
website of the Office of 
the CEO-Sikkim. 

It is informed that the 
existing website had been 
online for over ten years and 
adding another feature today 
is the disability-friendly fea-

ture which will help provide 
universal access.

The website is now 
completely dynamic with 
all important functional-
ities and objectives of the 
previous website with an 
improved information 
menu structure, a built-in 
content management sys-
tem for seamless and easy 
access to basic information 

about elections in Sikkim. 
Mr Telang congrat-

ulated all officers and 
members who helped set 
up the new website and 
felicitated NIC officials 
and Netspeq representa-
tives involved in the pro-
cess. The programme in-
cluded a live demonstra-
tion of the website by a 
Netspeq representative.

20-day computer training by 
SSB Gyalshing concludes

Gyalshing, 26 Jul 
(IPR): District Magis-
trate (DM), West, Karma 
R Bonpo attended the 
civic action programme 
closing ceremony of 
twenty days comput-
er training programme 
which began from 08 
of Jun, 2019 at Govt In-
dustrial Training Insti-
tute (ITI), Gyalshing or-
ganized by 36th Bn SSB 
Gyalshing, West Sikkim.

More than 25 youths 
belonging to impover-
ished sections of the so-
ciety were imparted with 
the basic skills of com-
puter knowledge. These 
youths have undergone 
intensive training for 
about three weeks with 
fooding and lodging fa-
cilities.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, DM West said, 
those who hold up our 
flag through sacrifice and 
hardship, those who fight 
for freedom, for our sov-
ereignty and all that India 
stands for, can never be 

forgotten, my gratitude 
to all those who fought in 
Kargil and sacrificed their 
lives for the country. 

He expressed his 
gratitude towards the 
SSB Team for organis-
ing such beneficial pro-
gramme and contribut-
ing towards the develop-
ment of the district. He 
said, in our day-to-day 
life computer education 
has become very import-
ant weapon for survival 
in this technical world. 
The participants those 
who hold the certificate 
of this training are very 
beneficial for building 
their carriers. 

To strengthen the ca-
pacity and quality of this 
institute District Admin-
istrative Centre (DAC) 
has always rendered the 
support towards this in-
stitute and for speedy 
development he urged 
the SSB team to organise 
more skill development 
programmes in future.

Delivering the wel-

come address, Comman-
dant Officer, RM Mishra 
took the opportunity to 
pay tribute to the Indian 
soldiers on 20th anniver-
sary of Kargil war. He in-
formed that, the Civic Ac-
tion Programme (CAP) are 
the programmes and ac-
tivities carried out for the 
welfare and upliftment of 
the border population and 
transform the perception 
of people to get desired 
results. He expressed his 
gratitude towards the 
chief guest, Mr Bonpo for 
extracting valuable time 
for the event.

The programme also 
had the presence of Prin-
cipal ITI, TN Sharma, 
Dy Commander, Pankaj 
Thakur, Dy Commander 
(Medical), RK Rajan, ITI 
facalties and SSB officials 
and Jawans.

The Celebration also 
showcased the certificate 
distribution to the par-
ticipants, cultural pro-
grammes and momen-
tum distribution.

National e-postal ballot turnout jumped 
to 60% in 2019 from 4% in 2014

Summit Report
Gangtok, 26 Jul:

Lok Sabha election 
2019 recorded the 

highest number of 
18,02,646 Service Elec-
tors who were sent postal 
ballots electronically using 
the flagship IT programme 
of Election Commission of 
India, known as Electron-
ically Transmitted Postal 
Ballot System (ETPBS), as 
per the Election Commis-
sion of India. 

The Service Electors 
were enrolled as Service 
Electors through online 
registration with the 
dedicated portal https://
www.servicevoter.eci.
nic.in  In the 2014 elec-
tion, the number of reg-
istered Service Electors 
was13,27,627.

“For the first time a 
full-fledged online regis-
tration portal for service 
electors has been used 
to save processing time, 
resources and human 
errors,” the ECI press re-
lease states. 

Persons working in 
Central Forces under 
Arms Act and Govern-

ment officials deployed 
in Embassies outside the 
country are, classified as 
Service Voters and are 
provisioned for online 
enrolment. 

In 2019, 10,84,266 e 
postal ballots were re-
ceived indicating 60.14% 
turnout, which is a sig-
nificant improvement 
compared to 2014 when 
turnout was only 4%, the 
release mentions. 

Out of the total num-
ber of Service Electors, 
10, 16,245 were from 
Ministry of Defence, 
7,82,595 from Ministry 
of Home Affairs (Central 
Armed Police Forces), 
3539 of Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs and State 
Police 267. 

In the seven phases 
spanning election, total 
18, 02,646 postal ballots 
were dispatched elec-
tronically using the flag-
ship IT programme of 
Election Commission of 
India, known as Electron-
ically Transmitted Postal 
Ballot System (ETPBS). 

ETPBS is developed 
by Election Commission 

of India, for the use of the 
Service Voters. It is a ful-
ly secured system, hav-
ing two layers of secu-
rity. Secrecy of voting is 
maintained through the 
use of OTP and PIN and 
no duplication of casted 
ETPB is possible due to 
the unique QR Code in 
the portal https://www. 
etpbs.in. Through this 
system the service voters 
cast their vote on an elec-
tronically received postal 
ballot, from anywhere 
outside their constitu-
ency, thus the chances of 
losing the voting oppor-
tunity has reduced. The 
purpose of the online 
system was to create con-
venient and easy-to-use 
online system for De-
fense Personnel to be-
come Service Voters. 

With the motto of “no 
voter to be left behind”, 
Election Commission of 
India’s ETPBS has em-
powered and ensured all 
eligible service electors 
with their constitutional 
power to vote while per-
forming their duty for the 
nation. 

Lingi Payong school observes Kargil Vijay Diwas
Summit Report
Gangtok, 26 Jul:

Lingi Payong Second-
ary School observed 

Kargil Vijay Diwas on 
Friday by holding a small 
programme at the school 
premises, a press release 
informs. 

Students and teach-

ers paid their respect to 
the martyrs by observ-
ing one minute silence. 
Students read out poems 
praising the contribu-
tions made by the army 
in the line of duty. 

School in-charge, 
S Singh also delivered 
speech on the occasion. 

Kargil Vijay Diwas is ob-
served every year on 26 
July to mark the victory 
of the Indian Army over 
Pakistan in the Kargil 
war. On this day in 1999, 
Indian army were able to 
recapture the high out-
post which had been lost 
to Pakistan.  

Training on off-farm inputs at Mabong
Summit Report
Gangtok, 26 Jul:

Training cum demon-
stration program on 

off-farm inputs was held 
at Mabong, West Sikkim 
under MOVCD (Mission 
Organic Value Chain De-
velopment) on 25 July, a 
press release informs.

The training was or-
ganized by FPO in col-
laboration with HCC&DD 
and Service Provider 
Agency Mevedir. Several 
Farmer Interest Groups 
affiliated with the FPO 
were invited as partic-
ipants to this training 

program to receive these 
off farm inputs and to be 
aware of how to use these 
organic certified inputs 
in their major cash crops.

The training session 
was chaired by Field As-
sistant, HCCDD, D.K. Rai 
who welcomed all the 
participants and briefed 
about the MOVCD (Mis-
sion Organic Value Chain 
Development and the 
various schemes under 
MOVCD. 

The assembled par-
ticipants were thanked 
for their time and en-
couraged to use these 

inputs as instructed in 
the training program. 
The farmers were also 
informed that for any 
other queries or difficul-
ty in application of these 
inputs, Diwash Chettri 
from Mevedir would be 
available to explain and 
assist the farmers. 

More than 25 farm-
ers attended this training 
program.
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CapitalTIMES

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
CENTRAL HEALTH STORES ORGANISATION

HEALTH CARE, HUMAN SRVICES & 
FAMILY WELFARE DEPARTMENT

GANGTOK.

TENDER NOTICE
Tender No: 117/CHSO		  Date: 24/7/19

Online tenders are invited from eligible manufac-
turers/ authorized dealers for the supply of Gener-
ic Drugs, Medicines & Consumables to the Central 
Health Stores Organization, Government of Sikkim, 
for the financial year 2019-20.

The Bid should be submitted online in the web-
site https://www.sikkimtender.gov.in for which, the 
bidder should have the necessary portal enrollment 
with his/ her own Digital Signature Certificate (DSC).

Sd/-
Additional Director

Central Health Stores Organization
HC, HS & FW Department
Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok.

      R.O. No. 110/IPR/Pub./Classi./19-20	 dt. 24.7.2019

EnJoy Monsoon Dhamaka Offer!

Special offer for Govt. Employees

Consumer Offer- 20000/- + Exchange offer 
20000/- + Free Accessories 5000/-*
Total Offer - 45000/-*

For Exchange True-Value: 8384058928

Exchange any Pre-Owned i10, 
i20, Wagoner and Buy VITARA 
BREEZA with gift cheque/Mega 

Rs. 25000/-*

Buy ALTO 800

Just Pay only Rs. 9999/-* Exchange or pre-owned OMNI
Buy new EECO

*Condition apply

VITARA BREEZA

Governor attends army-hosted 
Kargil Vijay Diwas function

Summit Report
Gangtok, 26 Jul: 

Kargil Vijay Diwas was 
observed in the State 

today with the Gover-
nor attending a function 
hosted by the army to 
mark the day here at the 
Defence Auditorium.

A highlight of the eve-
ning was a presentation 
made by two army offi-
cers who are Kargil vet-
erans themselves, an IPR 
press release informs.

Earlier, the Governor 
presented mementoes to 
the two Kargil veterans.

Governor Ganga 
Prasad was accompa-
nied to the event by the 
Chief Secretary. The pro-
gramme included the 
screening of a short film 

on the Kargil War.
The army had also or-

ganized band display at 
MG Marg on the evenings 
of 25 and 26 July to mark 
the anniversary.

The IPR release also 

suggests that the Chief 
Minister has explained 
that due to many ur-
gent engagements and 
the ensuing Assem-
bly session, a civilian 
function to mark the 

day could not be orga-
nized but when news 
of the army functions 
arrived, the state 
government decided 
to take part in their 
functions.

State Boxing Championship 
final bouts to start on Saturday 

Summit Report
Khamdong, 26 Jul:

The second day of the 
17 edition of State 

Boxing Championship 
2019 for senior [men’s 
& women’s], junior 
[men’s & women’s] and 
sub-junior [boys & girls] 
has witnessed 18 bouts 
here at the playground 
of Sonamati Memorial 
Senior Secondary school 
in East Sikkim on Friday. 
With the completion of 
all semi-final bouts to-
day, final bouts will start 
on Saturday.

There are 127 pu-
gilists, 74 men and 53 
women, from all four dis-
tricts participating in the 
state championship. 

The four-day cham-
pionship is being or-
ganised by Sikkim Ama-
teur Boxing Association 
[SABA] in association 
with Sonamati Memorial 
SSS, Khamdong in mem-
ory of Late Damber Ku-
mari Sharma, wife of the 
State Health Minister, Dr 
MK Sharma.

The championship 
was inaugurated by the 

Health Minister, Dr MK 
Sharma, who is also the 
chief patron of the or-
ganising committee, on 
Thursday. The valedicto-
ry function of the cham-
pionship will be held on 
Sunday afternoon.

Speaking as chief 
guest on the occasion, 
Chief Minister, PS Ta-
mang [Golay] lauded 
the initiative of organiz-
ing the state-level event 
in rural Sikkim. He ex-
pressed his best wishes 
to all pugilists in the state 
championship.

In his address, Area 
MLA and Minister, Dr MK 
Sharma thanked Sikkim 

Amateur Boxing Associ-
ation [SABA] for bringing 
the state boxing champi-
onship to Khamdong. He 
stated that sports always 
lead youths towards pro-
ductive and healthy path.

He encouraged the 
youth to take inspi-
ration from Arjuna 
Awardee boxer, Jaslal 
Pradhan to be success-
ful in life. He mentioned 
that honouring per-
sonalities from Kham-
dong-Singtam during this 
state championship is an 
exemplary initiative.

Earlier, Sikkim Ama-
teur Boxing Association 
president, Jaslal Prad-

han spoke about various 
achievements of the State 
in boxing and develop-
ment of boxing in the 
State. He also presented 
a brief report on the state 
championship. Likewise, 
Sonamati Memorial SSS 
Principal, LN Sharma gave 
a school report during the 
programme.

On the occasion, the 
organising committee 
felicitated the CM. The 
second day of the cham-
pionship also witnessed 
the felicitation of per-
sonalities and achievers 
from Khamdong-Singtam 
constituency by the or-
ganising committee.

Advisor to CM 
visits IPR office

Gangtok, 26 Jul (IPR): 
Advisor to Chief Minis-
ter (Press and Media), 
C P Sharma paid a brief 
visit to Information and 
Public Relations Depart-
ment (IPR), Government 
of Sikkim, today. He was 
warmly welcomed by 
the Secretary IPR, Sher-
ab Shenga, officers and 
staffs of the Department.

He visited different 
sections of the depart-
ment and interacted 
with the staff there. This 
being his first visit, he 
was briefly introduced to 
various works undertak-
en in each of the section 
i.e Media Section, Film 
Section, Photography 
Section, Advertisement 

Section and Publications.
He commended the 

work done in archiving 
and digitalisation of old 
photographs and ex-
pressed that there is a 
need to publish a sub-
stantial photo- book tak-
ing all the archived pho-
tographs right from the 
Chogyal’s time. 

He also expressed 
that a better and bigger 
library may be estab-
lished and maintained. 
He commended the 
work done in bringing 
out the news bulletins 
in various local languag-
es and expressed satis-
faction with the overall 
work being done in the 
department.

SLSA organizes awareness 
lecture for Legal Literacy 

Clubs of schools

Summit Report
Gangtok, 26 Jul:

Sikkim State Legal Ser-
vices Authority under 

the directions of Justice 
Meenakshi Madan Rai 
organized an Awareness 
Lecture on “The Impor-
tance Of Fundamental 
Duties As Envisaged In 
Article 51A And Free 
Legal Aid As Envisaged 
Under Article 39A Of The 
Constitution Of India” 
for the Legal Literacy 
Clubs of Schools in East 
District on 26 July at the 
Sikkim Judicial Academy, 
Sokeythang.

As per a press re-
lease, one of the activi-
ties under the directions 
of Justice Meenakshi 
Madan Rai, Judge, High 
Court of Sikkim and Ex-
ecutive Chairperson, 
Sikkim SLSA, is generat-
ing awareness through 
lectures about the Fun-
damental Duties as en-
visaged in Article 51A 
and Free Legal Aid as 
envisaged under Article 
39-A of the Constitution 
of India to the student 
members of Legal Liter-
acy Clubs of the Schools. 

The programme com-
menced with the wel-
come note from Suraj 
Chettri, Member Secre-
tary, Sikkim SLSA, who 
informed the august 
gathering that Legal Lit-
eracy Clubs have been 
established in Schools 
for disseminating infor-
mation about law and to 
make people aware about 
their rights and duties 
through various activi-
ties of the Legal Literacy 
Club so that the students 
become law abiding citi-
zens and not only boost 
legal literacy but also 
help in strengthening 
the aim of legal services 
institutions of Access to 
Justice for the vulnerable 
and marginalized section 
of the society. 

The awareness lec-
ture was attended by 
194 student members of 
the club along with their 

teacher-in-charge, the re-
lease mentions.

The Resource Per-
sons for today’s pro-
gramme were T.R. Bar-
fungpa and Zangpo Sher-
pa, Panel Advocates of 
Sikkim SLSA. 

T.R. Barfungpa, Panel 
Advocate spoke on how 
to abide by the Consti-
tution and respect its 
ideals and institutions, 
the National Flag and the 
National Anthem, how 
to cherish and follow 
the noble ideals which 
inspired our National 
struggle for freedom, 
how to uphold and pro-
tect the Sovereignty, Uni-
ty and Integrity of India, 
how to defend the Coun-
try and render National 
Service when called upon 
to do so and how to pro-
mote harmony and the 
spirit of common broth-
erhood amongst all the 
people of India.

While Zangpo Sherpa, 
Panel Advocate spoke on 
how to value and pre-
serve the rich heritage 
of our composite culture, 
how to protect and im-
prove the natural envi-
ronment including For-
ests, Lakes, Rivers and 
Wildlife, how to develop 
the Scientific Temper, 
Humanism and the Spir-
it of Inquiry and Reform, 
how to safeguard Public 
Property and to abjure 
Violence, how to strive 
towards excellence in all 
spheres, how to provide 
opportunities for Educa-
tion by the Parent or the 
Guardian, to their child 
or a ward between the 
age of 6-14 years as the 
case may be and with re-
gard to Free Legal Aid as 
envisaged under Article 
39A of our Constitution. 

The programme 
ended with interaction 
between the student 
participants and Re-
source Persons. 

The vote of thanks 
was proposed by Bikash 
Sharma, Deputy Secre-
tary, Sikkim SLSA.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, 
criticise, run down, even appreciate 
if they like something in this paper. 
Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except 
when against people responsible in 
this newspaper (who are fair game), 
will have to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or initiate 
a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Crowded Out by Cars
Instead of cursing traffic jams, 
collaborate to find a solution

There is a footpath lining the highway in Gangtok, 
and yet parents are not comfortable sending chil-

dren out on their own. Upto two decades back, chil-
dren would rarely stay at home, gathering in groups 
and heading outdoors. That is a luxury which is denied 
the generation now in school because outdoors in the 
capital is a now a jumble of parking lots and danger-
ous traffic. People have been noticing the increase in 
traffic on Gangtok roads, many have even ventured ex-
planations and some have stuck their necks out with 
criticism, and all have come to the same conclusion – 
Gangtok has been taken over by cars. Cars have cap-
tured public spaces and pushed everything else away. 
The neighbourhood streets, even those which lead to 
dead-ends, have been consumed, and the town still 
needs to come up with more and more ingenious ways 
to park its cars. 

Despite the obvious glut on the roads, the rush is 
showing no signs of abating. Some years ago, a study 
by the Central Road Research Institute [yes, there is 
such an institute] revealed that vehicles were occu-
pying almost as much space [10.8%] as the forest 
cover [11.5%] in the National Capital Region of Del-
hi. Anyone who has watched the explosion of vehicles 
in Gangtok will agree that Sikkim’s capital too is try-
ing hard to bring vehicular occupation at par with its 
green cover. Here, the plant life might not be getting 
hacked away to make space for more parking lots, yet,  
but it is being choked to death by the swarm of idling 
engines stuck in impossibly long traffic jams which 
grip the roads during peak office hours nowadays. 
There might not be too many people who remember 
how long a pony ride from Ranipool to Gangtok took 
in earlier times, but it could not have been much lon-
ger than what it takes to make it from Tadong to MG 
Marg in a vehicle nowadays.

Admittedly, all this description is not required be-
cause it is obvious to every Gangtokian that traffic and 
cars have become a problem and a nuisance. What has 
still not been accepted is that this problem needs to 
be addressed. The only initiative taken to address the 
problem of too many cars has been the commission-
ing of more parking lots some of which are built and 
ready but await an inauguration. While more parking 
is definitely required, this is not enough of a solution 
primarily because the parking space being created 
will already be too cramped by the time the structure 
is completed. For another, more parking space does 
not address the problem of vehicular movement. In 
this regard, Gangtok’s topography and building prac-
tices play spoilsport, making the creation of alternate 
roads impossible. 

The only real option then is to reduce the number 
of vehicles on the roads. This cannot be achieved by 
stronger legislations [in case someone is floating that 
idea], but can be pulled off with an approach which 
combines structured parking fees, safe and spacious 
parking in the outskirts [of the congested areas, say 
beyond Deorali or Tadong at one end or Burtuk at the 
other end or even along the bypass] and fast, frequent 
and reliable public transport. Bigger cities around the 
world have worked this combo quite well and there 
is no need why Gangtok should not try out the model 
as well. This is but one option that can be mulled and 
what would be even better for Gangtok to attempt will 
be a series of brainstorming meetings aimed specifi-
cally at addressing its traffic and parking challenges. 
Experts from diverse fields can be invited to study the 
problem and offer solutions. Think about it the next 
time you stare aimlessly out of the car window at an-
other one Gangtok’s traffic jams.

Dissociative disorders are nearly as common as 
depression. So why haven’t we heard about them?

The uproar over taking ‘man’ out of ‘manhole’

Mary-Anne Kate
theconversation.com

Dissociative disorders are often said to be rare. 
But our soon-to-be published analysis of inter-

national studies suggest they affect 10-11% of the 
population at some point in their lives. This makes 
them nearly as common as mood disorders (such 
as clinical depression).

So what are dissociative disorders, why is diag-
nosis controversial and how can people be treated?
WHAT IS DISSOCIATION?

Dissociation occurs when a person experienc-
es being disconnected from themselves, including 
their memories, feelings, actions, thoughts, body 
and even their identity.

People with dissociative disorders have one or 
more of the following symptoms:

-	 amnesia and other memory problems
-	 a sense of detachment or disconnection 

from their self, familiar people or sur-
roundings

-	 an inner struggle about their sense of self 
and identity

-	 acting like a different person (identity al-
teration).

For some people, symptoms can last days or 
weeks, but for others they can persist for months, 
years, or a lifetime.

Dissociation allows the person to compartmen-
talise and disconnect from aspects of traumatic 
and challenging experiences that could otherwise 
overwhelm their capacity to cope.

A person whose spouse has died may become 
emotionally numb, allowing them to focus on ar-
ranging the funeral; a man who has separated from 
his wife and lost his job soon afterwards may be-
come so disconnected from his identity that he no 
longer recognises himself in the mirror and feels 
his life is happening to someone else; and a young 
woman who is sexually assaulted may remember 
her attacker moving too quickly towards her, re-
calls being safely back in her family home, but can-
not remember the assault.

If the traumatic and overwhelming experiences 
happen repeatedly over a long period of time, the per-
son’s personality may become fragmented. The trauma-
tised part of the personality that contains the emotions, 
thoughts, sensations and experiences relating to the 
trauma becomes separated from the part of the person-
ality that is trying to get on with daily life.

This allows young children to be with frighten-
ing and abusive caregivers they can neither fight 
nor flee from as they are dependent on them.

The person may have no (or only some) con-

scious awareness of the compartmentalised mem-
ories, thoughts, feelings and experiences.

These may, however, intrude into the person’s 
awareness. For example, the person may be aware 
of thoughts, feelings and internal voices that don’t 
“belong” to them, or may speak or act in ways that 
are completely out of character.

The most extreme form of structural dissocia-
tion is dissociative identity disorder, once known 
as multiple personality disorder. This is where 
the person has at least two separate personalities 
that exist independently of one another and that 
emerge at different times.

These personality differences are not just psy-
chological. Neuroimaging confirms structural dif-
ferences in the brains of people with dissociative 
identity disorder.
A CONTROVERSIAL DIAGNOSIS

There are two competing theories about what 
causes dissociation: trauma and fantasy.

With the trauma model, dissociative symp-
toms arise from physical, sexual and emotional 
abuse; neglect, particularly in childhood; attach-
ment problems if a child fears the caregiver or the 
caregiver is not adequately attuned to the child’s 
emotional or safety needs; and other severe stress 
or trauma, such as experiencing or witnessing do-
mestic violence.

This trauma model is reflected in the World 
Health Organisation and American Psychiatric As-
sociation past and present diagnostic criteria.

However, the fantasy model is based on the 
idea that dissociative disorders are not “real”. In-
stead, they are the delusion of people who are 
troubled (and often traumatised), suggestible, fan-
tasy-prone and sleep-deprived.

Fantasy model theorist Joel Paris describes dis-
sociative disorders as a North American “fad” that 
has nearly died out.

Yet my analysis of 98 studies found rates are not 
declining. In fact, I found dissociation is an international 
phenomenon far more common in countries that are 
comparatively unsafe. This is supported by other re-
search which finds dissociation more common in peo-
ple that have experienced trauma, such as refugees.

All up, the evidence indicates dissociative dis-
orders are real (not imagined) and caused by trau-
ma (not fantasy).
DISSOCIATIVE DISORDERS ARE UNDER-DIAG-
NOSED AND MISDIAGNOSED

Even though there are accurate ways of diag-
nosing dissociative disorders, most people will 
never be diagnosed. This is due to the lack of health 
professional education and training about dissoci-
ation, the symptoms being less obvious to observ-

ers, and scepticism that the disorder even exists.
The person also may not realise they have dis-

sociative symptoms. Even if they do, they may not 
reveal them due to fear or embarrassment, or may 
find them difficult to put into words.

At least three-quarters of people with a disso-
ciative disorder will also have one or more other 
mental disorders. They may be diagnosed with 
and treated for other mental health difficulties, 
such as post-traumatic stress disorder, mood 
disorders, anxiety disorders, sleep disorders, 
borderline personality disorder, or psychosis. 
They may also be treated for addictions, self-
harm, and/or suicidal thoughts (2% of those di-
agnosed complete suicide).

They may also be misdiagnosed with schizo-
phrenia because hearing voices is common to both.

But their dissociative disorder usually remains 
undiagnosed. However, treatment for other mental 
health issues is not likely to be effective unless the 
underlying dissociation is addressed.
HOW TO TREAT? WHAT DOES THE EVIDENCE 
SAY WORKS?

The mental health and quality of life of peo-
ple with a dissociative disorder improves signifi-
cantly with psychotherapy (a type of talk thera-
py) that recognises the impact of trauma is phys-
iological (affecting the brain and body) as well as 
psychological.

In therapy consistent with international treat-
ment guidelines, people can learn skills to cope 
with unbearable emotions, thoughts and physical 
sensations. Once people are stable and have con-
structive coping strategies, therapists can then 
help people process traumatic and dissociated 
memories. Dissociative, post-traumatic, and de-
pressive symptoms improve. And hospitalisations, 
self-harm, drug use, and physical pain declines.

There is no medication that specifically treats 
dissociation.
WHERE TO GET HELP

Dissociative disorders are one of the most com-
mon, yet most unrecognised, mental disorders. 
Symptoms are often debilitating, but significant 
improvements are possible if the dissociation is di-
agnosed and treated correctly.

If you are concerned, you can speak to your GP 
and ask for a referral to a therapist knowledgeable 
about trauma and dissociation. A list of therapists 
with this expertise in Australia is available from 
the Blue Knot Foundation and worldwide from the 
International Society for the Study of Trauma and 
Dissociation.

[the writer is Adjunct Associate 
Lecturer, University of New England]

Shannon Dea
theconversation.com

It is not every day that a change to a 
municipal code for a medium-sized 

city makes international news. But 
when city council in Berkeley, Calif., 
had its first reading of a proposal to re-
move gendered language from its mu-
nicipal code, the media went to town.

The 14-page proposal provides a 
rationale for the changes, cites legal 
and grammatical support, specifies 
the wording that will change and es-
timates the cost of the initiative at a 
mere $600. The proposal was part of 
Berkeley city council’s consent agen-
da — that is, the portion of any agen-
da that is deemed so pro forma and 
uncontroversial that it isn’t brought 
to the floor for discussion. From 
Berkeley’s perspective, this was all 
pretty dry business.

Almost immediately though, 
the proposal generated dozens of 
high-profile media stories, the over-
whelming majority of which touted 
in their headlines one particular pro-
posed change: the replacement of 
“manhole” with “maintenance hole.”

CBS News (among others) 
claimed that Berkeley is banning 
gendered words. Late Night host 
Seth Meyers joked that henceforth 
in Berkeley, Hooters will be called 
“Torso.” One news radio host charac-
terized the ordinance as “left-wing lan-
guage lunacy.” Former Fox News host 
Bill O’Reilly called Berkeley a “fascist 
enclave.” What a lot of commotion over 
a municipal ordinance for a small city 
with under 150,000 residents.

As a feminist philosopher who 
does research on gender, I am both 
impressed by the sensible changes 
Berkeley is proposing, and struck — 
but not surprised — by the force and 
the tone of the media response.
A PROGRESSIVE CITY

The use of gender-inclusive lan-
guage is associated with reductions 
in gender stereotyping and discrim-
ination. Further, for transgender and 
non-binary people, traditional binary 
approaches to language can cause 
stigma. That said, not everyone is 

ready for gender-inclusive language, 
and forcing it can lead to resistance 
and resentment.

Berkeley’s proposed changes are 
sensible because they are being made 
in the right place at the right time, in 
a way that is modest, feasible and ev-
idence-based. 

Berkeley is a progressive city in 
a diverse state. According to Gallup, 
the larger San Francisco Metro area, 
of which Berkeley is a part, has the 
highest proportion of adults who 
identify as lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual, transgender or queer 
(LGBTQ) of any major 
U.S. metropolitan area. 
Berkeley has a vo-
cal and influential 
LGBTQ community, 
and the municipal-
ity is more attuned 
to equity issues 
than many city 
councils. Berkeley 
is the right place to 
pioneer a gender-in-
clusive municipal 
code.

Moreover, Califor-
nia’s enactment of Bill 
179 earlier this year makes 
now the right time to update 
the gendered language in the 
municipal code. Bill 179 responded 
to growing social awareness about 
transgender and gender non-con-
forming identities by introducing a 
third, nonbinary, gender option for 
official California documents. At the 
same time, it removed the require-
ment for transgender and nonbinary 
people to undergo surgery or legal 
hearings to change their gender or 
name on official documents.

In response to those changes, the 
League of California Cities recom-
mended municipalities replace all 
gendered terms within their munici-
pal codes with gender-neutral terms .
SIMPLE CHANGES MADE OFFICIAL

After discussing the League’s 
recommendation at a March council 
meeting, Berkeley assigned staff to 
work through its municipal code and 
recommend changes to remove the 

gendered language.
Most of the recommended chang-

es simply replace a familiar gendered 
term with an equally familiar non-gen-
dered term: “policeman” becomes 
“police officer,” for instance. Most of us 
made these changes to using gender 
neutral language years ago.

These changes are sensible for 
two reasons. First, research tells us 

l i n -

g u i s -
tic changes are more likely to 
take hold if they are made officially. 
Second, it’s important to remember 
these are changes to a city code. 

The purpose is not to constrain 
what people on the street say. In-
deed, if a city government tried to 
force a person on the street to say 
“chair” rather than “chairman,” that 
government would soon find itself 
on the losing end of a First Amend-
ment challenge. Rather, the code is the 
customer service standard for the city. It 
tells employees how the city wants them 
to interact with customers, and it serves 
as a style guide for city documents.
NOT HE/SHE BUT THEY

Arguably, the change that will 
take Berkeley employees the longest 
to get used to is replacing “he” and 

“she” with singular “they.” But it is an 
elegant solution to a real challenge. 
City employees interacting with cus-
tomers can’t tell at a glance what 
gender they are, and the process of 
finding out someone’s pronouns is 
complicated and fraught.

Singular “they” allows city em-
ployees to circumvent that complex-
ity using a linguistic device that is in 
fact quite familiar. Most of us already 
use singular “they” when we don’t 
know the gender of the person we’re 

talking about. “Oh no!” one might 
say, “someone left their book in 

the lounge. I hope they come 
back for it!”

These are modest, 
practical changes being 
made in the right place 
at the right time, and 
they don’t affect the 
freedoms of people on 
the street. So, why are 
dozens of media outlets 
in North America and 
abroad making fun of the 

proposal’s single refer-
ence to a manhole?

Like most of the terms in 
Berkeley’s ordinance, push-

back to gender-inclusive lan-
guage has been around for years. 

Gender is deeply bound up with our 
sense of self, our beliefs and our val-
ues.

Change is hard, especially when it 
cuts to the core of our being. Today, 
decades-old resistance to gender-in-
clusive language is inflamed by social 
media hot takes, renewed culture 
wars and increasing pressure on me-
dia outlets to get as many clicks as 
possible.

So, what’s a mid-sized California 
city — or indeed any person wish-
ing to promote gender-inclusive lan-
guage — to do? I say, weather the me-
dia storm and work to improve things 
in tractable ways. Media storms come 
and go, but with sensible models like 
the one Berkeley council is considering, 
we can make the world a little more in-
clusive for people of all genders.

[the writer is Professor of 
Philosophy, University of Waterloo]
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Polls in only 15 pc Panchayat 
seats in Tripura on Saturday

Assam Oppn stages walkout after 
Speaker rejects adjournment motion

Man held for duping people on 
pretext of installing mobile towers

Agartala, Jul 26 (PTI): The three-ti-
er panchayat elections in Tripura 
will be held in only 15 per cent of 
the total seats on Saturday as 85 
per cent seats have already been 
won by the ruling BJP unopposed.

While the Congress and the 
CPI(M) have accused BJP- backed 
goons of preventing opposition 
candidates from filing nomina-

tions, the saffron party has said 
the opposition parties failed to 
find nominees.

“Elections will be held in 833 
gram panchayat seats, 82 pancha-
yat samiti seats and 79 zilla parish-
ad seats,” SEC Secretary Prasenjjit 
Bhattacharya told PTI on Friday.

There are a total of 6,111 gram 
panchayat seats, 419 panchayat 

samiti seats and 116 zilla parishad 
seats in Tripura.

The SEC official said the BJP 
has won 5,652 seats of the total 
6,646 gram panchayat, panchayat 
samity and zilla parishad seats 
unopposed. Ballot papers will be 
used in the polling which will be 
held between 7 am and 4 pm. Votes 
will be counted on July 31.

New Delhi, Jul 26 
(PTI): A 28-year-old 
Delhiite was arrested for 
allegedly duping more 
than 500 people in Kera-
la, Assam and Maharash-
tra on pretext of install-
ing mobile towers, police 
said on Friday.

The accused has 
been identified as Ritesh 
Sharma, a resident of 
Uttam Nagar, they said, 
adding efforts are on to 
nab his associates.

The accused used to 
target people by posting 
advertisements in news-
papers and lured them 
by offering good returns 
for using their property 
for installation of mobile 
towers, police said.

“A case was regis-
tered wherein people 

were cheated online by 
persons impersonating 
as employees of a mobile 
tower installation com-
pany. The complainant 
company had alleged 
some persons were 
fraudulently using their 
logos, identical web-
sites and emails, letter 

heads to deceive the 
public offering them a 
lucrative return for us-
ing their property for 
installation of mobile 
towers,” said Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
(CyPAD) Anysh Roy.

However, the accused 
was arrested with the 

help of technical sources, 
they said.

During interrogation, 
it was revealed that Shar-
ma targeted people in 
Kerala, Assam and Maha-
rashtra by giving adver-
tisements in the news-
papers where he would 
offer people to rent out 
their land for installation 
of mobile tower at lucra-
tive returns and would 
then ask them for money 
as processing fees, the 
DCP said.

He has cheated peo-
ple of an amount ranging 
from Rs 10,000 to over 
Rs one lakh. It is rough-
ly estimated that he has 
managed to con people 
of around Rs one crore 
since he started doing 
this in 2015, they said.

Guwahati, Jul 26 (PTI): 
Opposition MLAs walked 
out of the Assam Assem-
bly on Friday after the 
speaker rejected an ad-
journment notice seeking 
discussion on the flood 
situation in the state.

As soon as the House 
assembled for the first 
day of the summer ses-
sion here, Congress 
leader Debabrata Saikia, 
supported by the AIUDF, 
moved an adjournment 
motion, which was re-
jected by Speaker Hiten-
dra Nath Goswami on the 
ground that it was not 
raised “as per the rules 
of the Assembly”. Noting 

that Assam was not ex-
periencing floods for the 
first time in, Goswami 
said, “The matter can be 
taken up after the Ques-
tion Hour. Everyone will 
get an opportunity to 
speak on the topic. All 
members have to obey 
the rules of the House 
and should not be play-
ing to the gallery.”

Angry exchanges en-
sued between the oppo-
sition and treasury bench 
BJP MLAs, following 
which the Congress and 
AIUDF legislators moved 
to the well of House, in-
sisting that the speaker 
fulfill their demand.

As Goswami re-
mained steadfast in his 
decision, the demon-
strating MLAs staged a 
walkout in protest.

Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Chandra Mohan 
Patowary said discus-
sions can always be held 
after the Question Hour 
as per ‘rule 60 clause one 
of the Rules and Proce-
dures of House’.

Maintaining that the 
House “works for the 
interests of public and 
not any party”, Patowary 
said, “The Congress di-
luted the important issue 
of floods by staging the 
walk- out.”

Naga political solution has to be 
achieved within a year:  Acharya

Kohima, Jul 26 (PTI): 
A political solution to 
the Naga issue has to be 
achieved within a year 
because Nagaland needs 
permanent peace for de-
velopment and progress, 
outgoing governor P B 
Acharya has said.

“And for this, we have 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who has the will 
and guts to resolve the is-
sue,” Acharya said while 
addressing a farewell 
programme, organised 
by the state government, 
on Thursday.

Noting that Nagaland 
is rich but Nagas are eco-
nomically weak, he said, 
“We also need to march 
along with other states 
towards development 
and progress.”

Acharya was sworn 
in as the 19th Governor 
of Nagaland on July 19, 
2014. His successor, R N 
Ravi, is scheduled to take 
charge on August 1.

He expressed hope 
that the new governor 
will deliver goods to the 
people and work for the 
solution of the Naga po-
litical issue.

Ravi had been the 

Centre’s interlocuter for 
the Naga peace talks. 
Acharya also offered to 
extend his support to 
the state, whenever re-
quired.

“I am leaving as the 
governor of the state but 
not the Nagas, and I will 
always be at your dispos-
al,” he said.

Mentioning that the 
Naga people were fortu-
nate to have such an em-
inent personality as their 
governor, Chief Minister 
Neiphiu Rio said, the 
people have been en-
riched through his guid-
ance and leadership.

“Your support to the 
governments efforts to-
wards realising perma-
nent peace and solution 
to the Naga political issue 
is well appreciated,” Rio 
said. As constitutional 
head of the State, Acha-
rya had a meticulous and 
exemplary tenure, the 
chief minister said.

“The state experi-
enced a few political crises 
during the past few years 
but the governor conduct-
ed himself in an impecca-
ble manner and upheld 
the Constitution of India 

in exemplary fashion, for 
which he deserves to be 
complimented,” the chief 
minister said.

Leader of Opposition 
T R Zeliang expressed 
hope that Acharya will 
continue to support the 
Naga people for an am-
icable solution to the 
Naga political problem.

He also recalled the 
framework agreement 
signed between the 
NSCN-IM general secre-
tary Thuingaleng Muiv-
ah and the governments 
interlocutor R N Ravi, in 
the presence of PM Modi, 
on August 3, 2015.

As the governor, 
Acharya had played his 
role in this event, which 
makes him an integral 
part of Naga history, Ze-
liang said.

The agreement had 
come after over 80 
rounds of negotiations 
spanning 18 years, with 
the first breakthrough 
made in 1997 when the 
ceasefire agreement was 
sealed after decades of 
insurgency in Nagaland, 
which started soon after 
the country’s indepen-
dence in 1947.

49 projects worth Rs 1,231 cr 
taken up in northeastern region

2 rhino carcasses found in 
flood-hit Pobitora sanctuary

Six Bangladeshis 
apprehended 
by BSF
Kolkata, July 26 (PTI): 
The Border Security 
Force (BSF) Friday ap-
prehended six Bangla-
deshi and one Indian 
national while they were 
trying to cross the inter-
national boundary ille-
gally in West Bengal.

“We had apprehend-
ed six Bangladeshi na-
tional and one Indian 
national during the night 
when they were trying 
to crossover to India and 
vice verse. They were ar-
rested from various sec-
tors of Malda, Baharamp-
ore and Nadia,” a senior 
BSF official of south Ben-
gal frontier said.

The border force 
also seized 82 cattle 
when they were being 
smuggled to Bangladesh 
through different loca-
tions of border the dis-
tricts of Malda, Murshi-
dabad, North 24 Pargnas 
and Nadia. The total val-
ue of cattle seized is Rs 
5,48,97, he said.

The matter has been 
reported to the local po-
lice for disposal of the 
cattle and further inves-
tigation, BSF said.

WB govt 
announces hike 
in teachers’ 
grade pay
Kolkata, Jul 26 (PTI): 
The West Bengal govern-
ment Friday announced 
a hike in the grade pay of 
primary teachers in the 
state on the fourteenth 
day of their hunger strike.

The enhancement of 
grade pay for trained and 
untrained primary teach-
ers was notified by the 
school education depart-
ment of the government.

“The grade pay of 
trained primary teach-
ers in enhanced from Rs 
2,600 in pay band 2 to 
Rs 3,600 in Pay Band 3 
and the grade pay of un-
trained primary teach-
ers is enhanced from Rs 
2,300 to Rs 2,900 in Pay 
Band 2 with effect from 
August 1, 2019,” the noti-
fication said.

Members of Usti Pri-
mary Teachers Associa-
tion (UPTA) have been on 
indefinite hunger strike 
in front of Bikas Bhawan 
in Salt Lake, which hous-
es the state directorate of 
school education for the 
past fortnight.

“We have not seen the 
order yet. But we have 
heard about it. If this an-
nouncement is true we 
are not at all happy. We 
are waiting for the gov-
ernment’s decision on 
the revocation of trans-
fer orders of 14 prima-
ry teachers,” Sandeep 
Ghosh, one of the agitat-
ing teachers, said.

State Education Min-
ister Partha Chatterjee 
had said on Thursday 
that the government was 
ready to effect a hike in 
the grade pay of the pri-
mary teachers.

Chatterjee had rea-
soned that the teach-
ers were transferred to 
schools having shortage 
of teachers.

Earlier in the day, ac-
tor-director Aparna Sen 
paid a visit to the agi-
tating primary teachers 
and urged the state gov-
ernment to look into the 
matter immediately with 
utmost importance.

She said that the state 
government should stop 
giving donations to the 
clubs, organising differ-
ent festivals and instead 
pay dues to the primary 
teachers immediately. 

New Delhi, Jul 26 
(PTI): As many as 49 
projects worth Rs 1,231 
crore have been taken up 
in the northeastern re-
gion by the DoNER Min-
istry in the first 100 days 
of action plan in the sec-
ond term of the BJP-led 
NDA government.

The projects include 
setting up of a bamboo 
industrial park in Dima 
Hasao district in Assam 
at a cost of Rs 50 crore 
and construction of 
roads and bridges in sev-
eral northeastern states, 
an official statement said.

The decisions were 
taken at a meeting of the 
Ministry of Develop-
ment of North Eastern 
Region (DoNER) held 
here on Wednesday 
and chaired by minis-
ter Jitendra Singh.

Secretary in the Min-
istry of DoNER Inder Jit 
Singh said that 49 proj-
ects worth Rs 1,231.94 
crore have been taken 
up so far by the ministry 
and these include sanc-
tion of eight new proj-
ects for Rs 586.3 crore 
under North East Road 
sector Development 
Scheme (NERSDS) and 

North East Special Infra-
structure Development 
Scheme (NESIDS).

Additionally, 36 
on-going projects under 
various schemes like Non 
Lapsable Central Pool of 
Resources (NLCPR), spe-
cial packages, schemes 
of North Eastern Coun-
cil (NEC) etcetera, have 
been completed with ap-
proved cost of Rs 529.18 
crore, the statement said.

Works of two projects 
for Rs 89.63 crore got 
started and three proj-
ects for Rs 26.83 crore 
have been operation-
alised during this period.

During the meeting, it 
was also informed that a 
bamboo industrial park 
will be set up in Man-
derdisa in Dima Hasao 
district of Assam over an 
area of 75 hectares at a 
cost of Rs 50 crore.

The in-principle ap-
proval will be granted 
to this project in August 
this year. It was informed 
that the target is to 
complete the project by 
March, 2021 and another 
project for bamboo park 
in Itanagar, Arunachal 
Pradesh, would be taken 
up by the NEC.

Morigaon (Assam), Jul 
26 (PTI): The carcass-
es of two rhinos have 
been found from As-
sam’s flood-hit Pobitora 
Wildlife Sanctuary which 
had recorded no animal 
deaths because of inun-
dation even four days 
ago, an official said.

Forest Protection 
Force in Pobitora recov-
ered the carcass of a rhino 
calf from the flood waters 
near Amaramul Camp in-
side the sanctuary on Fri-
day, its ranger said.

The forest guards 
had also found the car-
cass of another rhino 
calf on Wednesday from 
the sanctuary which was 
flooded by the Brahma-
puta, he added.

The cause of the death 
of both the animals was 
drowning in the flood in-
side the sanctuary, said 
the forest official.

The entire Pobitora 
Wildlife Sanctuary, the 
densest habitat of one 

horned rhinos in the 
world covering an area 
of 46 sq km, was com-
pletely submerged by the 
flood waters forcing its 
wild animals to leave for 
the nearby highland, the 
ranger said.

Over 100 rhinos liv-
ing in the sanctuary have 
been facing serious prob-
lems as there is no green 
grass or sufficient food 
for these endangered 
species, forest depart-
ment sources added.

On Monday, state For-
est Minister Parimal Suk-
labaidya said the person-
nel and volunteers at the 
Pobitora Wildlife Sanctu-
ary have done an impres-
sive job by keeping the 
number of animal death 
toll at zero this time.

On the same day, the 
forest department had 
said the calamity has 
claimed the lives of 187 
animals, including 16 
rhinos, in the Kaziranga 
National Park.
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Djokovic, Del Potro withdraw from 
Montreal, Nadal gets top seed

Montreal, Jul 26 
(AFP): Wimbledon 
champion and world 
number one Novak 
Djokovic has withdrawn 
from next month’s US 
Open hardcourt tuneup 
event in Montreal, saying 
he needs more rest after 
capturing his 16th Grand 
Slam singles crown.

The 32-year-old 
Serbian, who outlasted 
Roger Federer in an epic 
All-England Club final 
earlier this month, was 
joined by Argentina’s 
12th-ranked Juan Martin 
Del Potro in pulling out 
of the ATP Masters Cana-
da tournament.

“I’m sorry to an-
nounce that I decided 
to pull out of Rogers 
Cup,” Djokovic said in a 
statement released by 
Tennis Canada.

“With the support of 
my team, I have decid-
ed to give my body lon-
ger rest and recovery 
time before coming back 
again to play.

“I love Canada and 
I have many friends 
there that always make 
me feel like I’m at home 
and I’m looking forward 
to coming back again to 
play in front of all of you 
in Montreal.”

Djokovic’s withdraw-
al means Spanish star 

Rafael Nadal, an 18-
time Grand Slam singles 
champion, will be the 
top seed in Montreal 
when main draw be-
gins August 5. Nadal has 
captured the Canadian 
crown four times, most 
recently last year by de-
feating Stefanos Tsitsip-
as in the final.

Djokovic has won 
the Canadian event that 
alternates between To-
ronto and Montreal four 
times, twice in each city 
-- Toronto in 2012 and 
2016 and Montreal in 
2007 and 2011.

He was ousted last 

year in Toronto by Greek 
star Tsitsipas in the third 
round. “We would have 
loved for Djokovic to have 
the chance to be crowned 
champion for a third 
time in Montreal, but we 
understand his decision 
and we wish him a quick 
return for the rest of the 
season,” Montreal tour-
nament director Eugene 
Lapierre said.

Del Potro was injured 
last month at Queen’s 
and underwent right 
knee patella surgery and 
is undergoing rehabilita-
tion for the setback.

“In del Potro’s case, 

we wish him a speedy 
recovery, he who has ex-
perienced his share of 
injuries in the past few 
years,” Lapierre said.

“We look forward to 
seeing him back on court 
in the near future.” World 
number three Federer 
said after his Wimbledon 
final loss that he too in-
tended to skip Montreal.

Frenchman Richard 
Gasquet and Mikhail 
Kukushkin of Kazakhstan 
will take the two avail-
able spots in the Montre-
al main draw as a result 
of the withdrawals by 
Djokovic and Del Potro.

Bajrang must learn to retain focus for 
six full minutes: Coach Shako Bentinidis

Amanpreet Singh
New Delhi, July 26 
(PTI): Medal-contender 
Bajrang Punia must shed 
the habit of losing fo-
cus if he is to stand atop 
the podium at the Tokyo 
Games, warned his coach 
Shako Bentinidis while 
conceding that old habits 
die hard.

The Georgian has im-
mense faith in his ward, 
saying Bajrang is best 
among the current Indi-
an crop but feels playing 
badly for just 30 seconds 
can ruin Olympic dreams.

Bajrang has perched 
himself on the top of the 
UWW ranking table in 
65kg after winning nine 
of his last 10 internation-
al assignments, including 
the 2018 CWG and Asian 
Games. The only final 
he lost was at the World 
Championship last year.

“The biggest problem 
with Bajrang is that he 
loses focus sometimes 
and gives away points. It 
becomes a minus three, 
minus four start for him. 
We are working on it. It’s 
difficult. When I came 
he was 18 now he is 26, 
so it’s difficult to change 
but I am giving my best,” 
said Shako after Bajrang 
won the World Champi-
onship trials.

“Bajrang and Vinesh 
are close to Olympic 
medals. But one incor-
rect (sic) fight, and you 
are finished. Lot of leg-
ends lost at Olympics, 
it’s a serious competi-
tion. You must give ev-
erything. One poor bout 
or 30 bad seconds, and 
it’s good bye Olympics,” 
he said.

So, what is it that 
causes Bajrang to lose 
his focus?

“If the training has 
not gone as per expec-
tations, you might lose 
focus. And when you are 
a bit injured or want to 
avoid injury, it affects 
you. I try not to get dis-
tracted. Actually, when 
you are on the mat, there 
is no pressure but before 
that everyone feels a bit 
of pressure,” Bajrang told 
PTI after the trials.

Shako did not say it in 
as many words but hint-
ed that stardom can be 
distracting. “Wrestling is 

a difficult sport. Bajrang 
was a good wrestler be-
fore but not the best. 
Now he is jumping fast, 
he has got name as well. 
He is a star now, so it be-
comes difficult to focus 
but he is at another level.

“I always tell him be-
fore the bout that you 
must understand one 
best situation, thing that 
your opponent first has 
to beat your name (be-
ing star) and then you 
and it’s difficult to beat 
two persons. He is not 
number one for nothing, 
there is quality, he said 
counting the positives of 
being a star.

“The World Champi-
onship is very important 
for us because the qual-
ification for the Olym-
pics is priority now. We 
can focus on training for 
one year. A lot of peo-
ple want him to win at 
Worlds but my priority 
is that he qualifies for 
the Tokyo Games.”

Ask Shako what are 
the three-four things Ba-
jrang must do, to do well 
at the Worlds and the 
Olympics and he comes 
up with a clear answer.

“Leg, leg leg and leg.. 
if you give 6-7 points, 
comeback is possible 
but very very difficult in 
Olympics.”

It’s not surprising 
when Shako said that 
because the only final 

Bajrang lost in the last 
18 months was at the 
Worlds due to poor leg 
defence. Bajrang though 
said he made satisfactory 
progress on that count.

“If you look at my 
performance after the 
last World Champion-
ship, I have competed in 
4-5 tournaments and lost 
just one bout in Madis-
son Square. Today, I did 
not falter on leg defence. 
I have competed against 
Harphul before and gave 
him 1-2 points earlier but 
today I did not give any 
points to him, so there is 
definitely improvement 
on leg defence.”

Shako hinted that 
perhaps the affable 
25-year-old from Hary-
ana does not give his 
body enough rest in his 
absence.

“Bajrang does not un-
derstand rest. Now he is 
best wrestler and if I go 
for one-week vacation, 
and come back, Bajrang 
is a different wrestler.”

But he is sure that 
Bajrang definitely is the 
best as of now in the 
country.

“There is sea differ-
ence in Bajrang and oth-
er Indian wrestlers. He 
is the most disciplined. 
The problem is mental-
ity. They don’t know the 
history and there is not 
much Indian history in 
wrestling,” he signed off.

Ex-schoolmate traces Sunanda 
Pushkar’s life story in biography

New Delhi, Jul 26 
(PTI): A former school-
mate traces the life story 
of Sunanda Pushkar from 
her early days in canton-
ment towns to her first 
two marriages, a largely 
unknown stint in Cana-
da, her rise as a Dubai 
businesswoman, and 
finally her years with 
Shashi Tharoor until 
her controversial death 
shook the country.

On 17 January 2014, 
Pushkar was found dead 
in her hotel suite in New 
Delhi. Her death was as 
shocking as it was sus-
pect, spawning many a 
controversy and complex 
legal battles.

In “The Extraordi-
nary Life and Death 
of Sunanda Pushkar”, 
her journalist friend 
Sunanda Mehta draws 
material from person-

al archives, interviews 
and investigation across 
continents to come up 
with the biography.

The author talks 
more of Pushkar’s life 
than about her death.

“Sunanda Puskhar 
was born, surviving all 
odds,” she writes, as 
she recalls how the for-
mer had not cried on 
birth and appeared to 
be stillborn.

Her parents Pushkar 
Nath Dass, who was an 
army officer, and Jaya 
Dass was about to give 
up hope when the doc-
tors were successful in 
reviving her, Mehta says.

The author describes 
in detail Pushkar’s early 
life especially her school 
days, her rise as a busi-
nesswoman in Dubai, her 
stint in real estate, her 
marriages and her days 

with Tharoor.
Mehta and Pushkar 

were in the same school 
in Ambala and later their 
both fathers were posted 
together in Jhansi.

She says Pushkar 
was a woman who “lived 
energetically and loved 
passionately”.

“This was a woman 
who went beyond her 
bounds and charted a 
life for herself that was 
different, daring and 
daunting, a woman who 
encountered unbeliev-
able challenges through-
out her life, but always 
bounced back with amaz-
ing tenacity,” she writes 
in the book, published by 
Pan Macmillan.

“She was like a kalei-
doscope - each person 
who knew her saw in her 
something no one else 
did,” Mehta writes.

Mendy adds 
to Zidane’s 
Real Madrid 
injury woes
Paris, Jul 26 (AFP): 
Real Madrid’s Ferland 
Mendy has been added to 
Zinedine Zidane’s grow-
ing injury list after the 
Spanish club confirmed 
on Thursday the France 
left-back had suffered a 
calf injury.

Mendy, 24, signed for 
the La Liga giants in July 
and heaps further pres-
sure on Zidane’s squad 
after midfielder Marco 
Asensio ruptured his an-
terior cruciate ligament 
and winger Brahim Diaz 
suffered a thigh problem.

Newspaper AS re-
ported Mendy, who cost 
the Bernabeu outfit a re-
portedly 50 million euros 
( 55 million), could miss 
up to four weeks.

Real have two re-
maining pre-season 
friendlies including Sat-
urday’s game against 
capital city rivals Atleti-
co Madrid in New Jersey 
before the La Liga season 
begins on August 17 with 
a trip to Celta Vigo.

Nikhat, Deepak among 
five Indian boxers 
to make Thailand 

International finals

PCB seeks explanation from 
Basit on remarks against 
India during World Cup

Sindhu crashes 
out of Japan 
Open; Sai 
Praneeth 
advances 
to semis
Tokyo, July 26 (PTI): 
Olympic silver-medallist 
P V Sindhu crashed out of 
the Japan Open badminton 
tournament after a second 
successive defeat to local 
favourite Akane Yamagu-
chi while B Sai Praneeth 
continued his good form to 
advance to the semifinals 
here on Friday. Sindhu lost 
to Yamaguchi 18-21 15-21 
in a 50-minute women’s 
singles quarterfinal match. 
This was Sindhu’s second 
defeat at the hands of Ya-
maguchi, who had beaten 
the Indian in the final of the 
Indonesian Open last week.

However, in men’s 
singles, Sai Praneeth 
recorded an easy win 
over Indonesia’s Tom-
my Sugiarto to reach the 
semifinals. His 21-12 
21-15 win over Sugia-
rto fetched him a clash 
against top seeded Jap-
anese Kento Momota in 
the semifinals.

Sindhu was leading 
12-7 in the first game 
but she squandered the 
advantage as her reign-
ing Asian champion op-
ponent clawed her way 
back to level the scores 
at 14-14. From there on, 
Sindhu lost momentum 
allowing Yamaguchi to 
surge ahead to 18-15 
and then to 20-16. Sind-
hu won two consecutive 
points to narrow the gap 
to 18-20 but could not 
stop her opponent from 
bagging the next point 
and the first game.

In the second game, 
both were locked 6-6 
initially but from there 
on, it was Yamaguchi all 
the way as she raced to 
13-7 and then to 16-10. 
Sindhu recovered a bit by 
winning two consecutive 
points but in no time, the 
Japanese had five match 
points and she wrapped 
up the tie without much 
hassle. Sai Praneeth, in con-
trast, hardly broke a sweat 
as he just took 36 minutes 
to clinch up the match.

The unseeded Indian 
led almost all through 
the first game leaving the 
former world champion-
ships bronze-medallist 
Indonesian to play the 
catch-up game. 

Karachi, Jul 26 (PTI): 
The Pakistan Cricket 
Board has put former 
batsman Basit Ali’s ap-
pointment for a coaching 
assignment on hold and 
sought an explanation 
from him for suggesting 
that India would inten-
tionally lose matches to 
knock Pakistan out of the 
recent World Cup.

A source in the PCB 
told PTI that Ali’s ap-
pointment as regional 
coach in Karachi has been 
held up after the Board 
had second thoughts 
about appointing him.

“The board, in fact, 
conveyed to Basit in clear 
terms that since he was a 
Test player and working 
for them on assignments 
he should explain and 
avoid his reckless com-
ments on television,” the 
source said.

Basit had claimed 
that India would lose in-
tentionally to England 
and other teams to keep 
Pakistan out of the semi-
finals which caused a 
furore. Pakistan were 
knocked out of the me-
ga-event’s league stage.

“The PCB found it-
self in an embarrassing 
situation because of the 
reckless comments by 
Basit which were with-
out any evidence or sub-
stance as internationally 
this hurt the image of 
Pakistan cricket,” the 

source stated. “The thing 
is that the PCB now has 
second thoughts about 
Basit as Karachi region-
al coach and wondering 
that if they appoint him 
what impression this 
will ceate internationally 
since Pakistan is a senior 
member of the Interna-
tional Cricket Council,” 
he added.

PCB had shortlisted 
Basit for a coaching as-
signment in Karachi re-
gion but has now put that 
decision on hold.

“Basit was expecting 
to be issued a contract 
soon but this has not 
happened as yet,” the 
source said.

Basit worked as 
chairman of the national 
junior selection commit-
tee.

While commentating 
on a national T20 match 
some years ago on the 
state-owned Pakistan 
Television, he accused 
the coach of the Sialkot 
regional team of inten-
tionally losing a match.

When questioned, he 
slapped a former bats-
man Mahmood Hamid 
at the national stadium 
during a domestic cricket 
match in which Basit was 
coach of one team.

Basit first denied 
slapping Hamid but 
eventually admitted, say-
ing he was upset with the 
remarks made by Hamid.

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): 
Former junior world 
champion Nikhat Za-
reen (51kg) was the lone 
woman boxer to make 
the finals, while Asian sil-
ver-winner Deepak Singh 
(49kg) led a four-strong 
Indian men’s charge into 
the summit clashes of the 
Thailand International 
Tournament in Bangkok 
on Friday.

Ashish Kumar (75kg), 
Commonwealth Games 
bronze-medallist Mo-
hammed Husammuddin 
(56kg) and Brijesh Yadav 
(81kg) were the other 
three men to make the 
gold medal bouts.

However, former 
Asian youth silver-med-
allist Ashish (69kg) lost 
his semifinal bout to sign 
off with a bronze medal. 
Ashish lost to Thailand’s 
Wuttichai Masuk in a 
split decision after an ex-
hausting clash.

Among the wom-
en, Manju Rani (48kg) 
and Bhagyabati Kachari 
(81kg) ended with third-
place finishes. Manju 
went down to Chuthamat 
Raksat of Thailand, while 
Bhagyabati lost to Chi-
na’s Li Qian.

Earlier, Deepak hard-
ly broke a sweat against 
Bhutan’s Tashi Wangdi. 
The Indian’s dominance 
was such that Wangdi 

faced two standing eight 
counts and was left with 
a gash above his right 
eye. The judges eventual-
ly ruled unanimously in 
the Indian’s favour.

Nikhat was up against 
Thailand’s Jutamas Jit-
pong. The Hyderabadi 
impressed with the fe-
rocity of her punches as 
she edged past the local 
favourite 4-1 and let out 
a scream to express her 
elation when her hand 
was raised by the referee.

Also advancing was 
Husammuddin (56kg). 
In a messy slugfest with 
Thailand’s Ammarit Ya-
odam, the Indian came 
out as the more aggres-
sive and clean puncher to 
emerge triumphant in a 
3-2 decision.

In the 75kg category, 
Ashish defeated Uzbeki-
stan’s Fanat Kakhram-
nov to make the finals. 
Brijesh was up against 
local favourite in Saranon 
Klompian in the last bout 
of the day and produced 
a ferocious performance.

A left hook just a 
minute into the second 
round sent his opponent 
crashing and the Thai 
could not regain his com-
posure after that.

Klompian faced three 
eight counts before the 
referee stopped the bout 
in Brijesh’s favour.
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16 Marines arrested in migrant 
smuggling investigation

San Diego, Jul 26 (AP): 
An investigation into Ma-
rines accused of helping 
smuggle migrants into 
the United States led to 
the arrest Thursday of 16 
of their fellow Marines at 
California’s Camp Pend-
leton, just north of the 
U.S.-Mexico border.

In a dramatic move 
aimed at sending a mes-
sage, authorities made 
the arrests as the Ma-
rines gathered in forma-
tion with their battalion.

None of the 16 Ma-
rines were involved in 
helping enforce border 
security, the Marine 
Corps said in a news re-
lease. They are accused 
of crimes ranging from 
migrant smuggling to 
drug-related offenses.

Officials could not im-
mediately be reached for 
additional details.

The arrests came 
weeks after two Marines 
were arrested by a Bor-
der Patrol agent on sus-

picion of transporting 
three Mexicans on the 
promise of money after 
they crossed illegally into 
the United States.

The military said the 
investigation helped au-
thorities identify the 16 
Marines arrested at the 
largest Marine Corps’ 
base on the West Coast, 
about 55 miles (90 kilo-
meters) from San Diego’s 
border with Mexico.

Retired Marine Lt. 
Col. Gary Barthel called 
it a “kind of black eye 
for the Marine Corps” 
and said it was import-
ant the military show 
criminal behavior will 
not be tolerated. “Obvi-
ously I think it looks bad 
whenever you have the 
military that is helping 
protect the border and 
then you’ve got military 
people smuggling,” said 
Barthel, an attorney at 
the Military Law Cen-
ter in Carlsbad, north of 
San Diego. Marines and 

other U.S. troops were 
brought in last year to 
help reinforce the border 
by installing razor wire 
on top of existing barri-
ers, among other things. 
Troops are barred from 
arresting migrants.

All 16 were junior en-
listed Marines. Barthel 
said smugglers may have 
targeted young troops 
who could be vulnerable 
to being enticed by fast 
money.

Border Patrol agents 
over the years have rou-
tinely caught migrants 
in the country illegal-
ly walking onto Camp 
Pendleton or floating in 
skiffs off the coast near-
by. Authorities said the 
base, cut by Interstate 
5 leading to Los Ange-
les, sits along a well-tra-
versed route used by mi-
grant smugglers.

Officials from 1st 
Marine Division worked 
alongside the Naval 
Criminal Investigative 

Service in the investi-
gation that started af-
ter the July 3 arrests of 
two Marines, who were 
charged in federal court 
with migrant smuggling. 
Both pleaded not guilty 
to the charges.

A U.S. Border Patrol 
agent stopped Lance Cpl. 
Byron Darnell Law II and 
Lance Cpl. David Javier 
Salazar-Quintero about 
7 miles (11 kilometers) 
north of the border after 
being alerted by other 
agents that a vehicle sim-
ilar to theirs was suspect-
ed of picking up migrants 
who came into the coun-
try illegally, according to 
the federal complaint.

Three migrants were 
found in the backseat of 
a black BMW driven by 
Law, investigators say. 
Both Marines are rifle-
men assigned to 1st Bat-
talion, 5th Marine Reg-
iment, 1st Marine Divi-
sion at Camp Pendleton.

Law told the agent 

that Salazar asked if he 
was interested in earn-
ing USD 1,000 picking 
up an “illegal alien.” Sala-
zar told authorities that 
Law introduced him to 
a man who “recruited” 
him to help smuggle in 
migrants, according to 
court documents. 

Salazar said he had 
gone out to pick up 
migrants on four sep-
arate occasions but 
was never paid.

Law and Salazar, who 
speaks Spanish, went to 
the border the night of 
July 2 and received in-
structions from a Mex-
ican cellphone, court 
documents say. Law told 
the agent they picked up 
a man and dropped him 
off at a McDonald’s in 
Del Mar, a beach commu-
nity north of San Diego, 
and then returned to the 
base. They were not paid.

Law said Salazar told 
him they would be paid 
if they picked up three 
migrants on July 3 near 
the border, according to 
court documents.

The three migrants 
told authorities they 
were from Mexico and 
agreed to pay USD 8,000 
to be smuggled into the 
United States.

Marine Corps officials 
gave no details about 
how or why the investi-
gation expanded to result 
in the arrest of 16 others. 
The Naval Criminal In-
vestigative Service also 
declined to comment.

An additional eight 
Marines were being 
questioned about their 
involvement in drug of-
fenses as part of a sepa-
rate investigation.

Google crushes second 
quarter earnings expectations

San Francisco, Jul 26 
(AP): Google parent Al-
phabet beat analyst ex-
pectations for the second 
quarter Thursday, send-
ing its shares up sharply 
as it bounced back from a 
rough first quarter.

The company com-
forted investors with 
advertising revenue 
growth that edged out 
last quarter and assur-
ances that video stream-
ing site YouTube and the 
company’s enterprise 
cloud business continue 
to drive growth.

The Mountain View, 
California-based compa-
ny brought in revenue of 
USD 38.9 billion during 
the second quarter, a 19 
per cent bump from the 
same period last year.

The company report-
ed profit of USD 14.21 
per share, or USD 9.9 
billion during the quar-
ter, nearly triple what it 
made last year when it 
paid a USD 5.1 billion Eu-
ropean Commission fine.

Analysts polled by 
FactSet were expecting 
Alphabet to report earn-
ings per share of USD 
11.10 on revenue of USD 
38.2 billion during the 
second quarter.

Google’s stock rose 
more than 9 per cent in 
after-hours trading after 
the earnings report was 
released.

Investors and an-
alysts had been dis-
appointed by slowing 
advertising revenue 
growth Google’s main 
cash cow after the first 
quarter. But their con-
cerns didn’t continue 
into the next quarter.

Excluding advertising 
commissions that Goo-
gle pays to customers, 
Alphabet’s overall rev-
enue was USD 31.7 bil-
lion, more than the USD 
30.9 billion analysts had 
estimated.

The company did 
not disclose anything 
about federal regulatory 

concerns in its quar-
terly report unlike 
Facebook, which said 
Wednesday that the 
Federal Trade Commis-
sion is investigating it 
for antitrust concerns.

Google is facing 
mounting pressure from 
federal elected officials 
and regulators over a 
variety of issues such as 
its market power, mis-
information and claims 
usually offered without 
evidence that its pop-
ular search engine and 
other services are biased 
against conservative pol-
iticians and viewpoints.

The company has re-
peatedly denied those 
claims.

Google is also report-
edly under scrutiny from 
the Justice Department , 
which announced Tues-
day that it would investi-
gate big tech companies 
for anti-competitive mo-
nopoly behavior.

The department 
didn’t name specific 
companies, but scrutiny 
has recently focused on 
Google, Apple, Amazon 
and Facebook.

Google CEO Sundar 
Pichai briefly addressed 
the concerns on a con-
ference call with analysts 
Thursday. The company 
is no stranger to regula-
tory scrutiny, he said.

“Even in the US we 
have engaged in the 
process before,” he said. 
“To the extent we have 
to answer questions we 
will do so constructively.” 
Google was the subject 
of an FTC investigation 
that ended in early 2013 
without the agency tak-
ing any antitrust action.

Pichai also acknowl-
edged increased conver-
sations about how the 
company handles user 
data privacy. He reiterat-
ed announcements Goo-
gle made earlier this year 
that are designed to give 
people more control over 
what information they 

are sharing, when.
“It’s one of the most 

important areas we are 
working on,” he said.

The company’s 
streaming site YouTube, 
a big driver of adver-
tising revenue, has also 
faced backlash from Con-
gress and regulators over 
offensive videos on the 
site and the protection 
of children who appear 
in videos or watch You-
Tube.

Google updated its 
hate speech policies 
for YouTube during the 
quarter, Pichai pointed 
out, and continues to 
focus on its “YouTube 
Kids” app.

A Washington Post 
report last week suggest-
ed the company is ex-
pected to pay a multimil-
lion dollar penalty from 
the FTC over the way it 
handled kids’ informa-
tion on YouTube.

But none of the 
bubbling scrutiny put 
a damper on Google’s 
financials or executive 
claims that the compa-
ny’s cloud business is 
making great strides. 
That includes its busi-
ness that rents com-
puting power to other 
companies, as well as its 
enterprise software tools 
such as G Suite.

Google’s cloud while 
growing still falls behind 
market leader Amazon 
and runner-up Microsoft.

Alphabet’s losses 
continued to grow for 
its Other Bets business-
es, which include more 
“moonshot” businesses 
such as self-driving car 
company Waymo and 
internet connectivity bal-
loon company Loon. Oth-
er Bets reported a loss of 
USD 989 million on reve-
nue of USD 162 million.

And Alphabet in-
creased its headcount 
once again this time to 
107,646 employees, add-
ing more than 18,000 
workers in the last year.

Entrepreneurship Education, Skill Development 
& Incubation in Kaziranga University
Though the paradigm shift from seeking 

employment to striving for entrepre-
neurship looks apparently slow, but the 
change in mind-set is definitive and there-
fore, the curriculum and teaching-learning 
process in the seats of learning are evolv-
ing accordingly. This phenomenon is now 
not limited only to developed nations but the 
emerging and developing economies are also 
witnessing the rapid change in mind-set. Ac-
cordingly the institutions and universities have 
to groom the students in a manner that after 
completing a certain level of formal education 
(whether it is a Diploma, Under Graduate or 
Post-Graduate) a student, instead of worrying 
only about getting a job, should be able to take 
an informed decision as to whether s/he wants 
to pursue higher education to further hone her/
his skills, or wants to take up employment based 
on her/his skill set, or wants to start her/his own 
dream enterprise. This necessitates the readi-
ness of the institutions and universities to take 
up this challenging task of equipping students 
with the wherewithal of taking such crucial deci-
sion. Taking into account the changing dynamics 
the Kaziranga University is one of the pioneers 
in Assam and entire North East region that has 
created an ecosystem for its students so that 
they have the knowledge, skills and mentoring 
to choose the career path of their choice. 

Entrepreneurship does not mean that 
one has to establish a brick and mortar struc-
ture to start an enterprise. It has become a 
limitless phenomenon that one can do busi-
ness at a virtual platform, get connected to 
worldwide value chains and can successfully 
run the enterprise even sitting at one’s own 
home.   All that it requires is a mind set to do 
something innovatively which caters to the 
need and demands of the market. Akin to 
the thoughts of the marketing philosopher 
Kotler it can be said that- good enterprises 
will meet needs of the market; great enter-
prises will create markets. Thus, market has 
no boundary!

The Kaziranga University, which is into 
seven years of its existence, started its maid-
en entrepreneurship education more than 
three years ago. It built a partnership with 
country’s premier entrepreneurship edu-
cational institution called Entrepreneur-
ship Development Institute of India (EDII), 
Ahmedabad to create its own capacity. It has 

set up a dedicated cell called Centre of Excel-
lence in Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
being guided by two senior professors hav-
ing hands on experience in promoting entre-
preneurship and providing incubation sup-
port. The Centre has been offering entrepre-
neurship education to the graduate and post 
graduate students; and   conducting Faculty 
Development Programme for the teachers of 
different colleges and universities in Assam 
and other North Eastern States. This par-
ticular programme is being supported by 
Department of Science & Technology, Govt. 
of India. Besides, the Centre has been incu-
bating the student- entrepreneurs and has 
been able to establish two start-ups who are 
shaping up well. 

Looking at the initiatives of Kaziranga 
University in the field of Entrepreneurship 
Education and Incubation, few more gov-
ernment and non-government agencies/
institutions have come forward to create 
synergistic partnerships. They are:

1.	 Indian Institute of Entrepreneur-
ship, Govt. of India, Guwahati  

2.	 Assam Start Up , A Govt. of Assam 
Initiative 

3.	 Innovative Change Collaborative In-
dia ( ICCo India), New Delhi

4.	 Apollo Medskills, Hyderabad
The Kaziranga University is also involved 

in active discussions with North East Devel-
opment Finance Corporation (NEDFI) to 
forge a long-term association to promote 
entrepreneurship in the region. 

The Kaziranga University envisions to-
become a hub in the North East Region for 
promoting entrepreneurship education and 
incubating the Start Ups by actively engag-
ing/collaborating with the state & central 
government, PSUs and private sector. In this 
pursuit the University has been organising 
a policy discourse every year in collabora-
tion with CSIR Institutions, Universities of 
repute, Civil Society Organisations and in-
dividual thought leaders, named as North 
East Sustainable and Inclusive Development 
Summit (NESIDS). The core strength of Ka-
ziranga University lies in its convergence 
and inter-disciplinary approach where dif-
ferent schools such as School of Technology, 
School of Business, School of Social Sciences, 
School of Computing Science and School of 

Health Sciences work in tandem. The crux of 
the approach is to make an initiative finan-
cially viable, socially impactful and techno-
logically feasible.  

Kaziranga University houses a SKF YES 
Centre for providing training in mainte-
nance of Automobile Systems. This is a state 
of the art facility and which is one of the four 
such facilities existing in India and the only 
one in the North East. The range of training 
and operating equipment in the centre 
encompass the requirements of entire 
domain of automobile maintenance and 
management.  Apart from catering pri-
marily to the skill and entrepreneurship 
development amongst the underprivileged 
youth it also serves the students of Engi-
neering and Technology for their hands on 
learning on maintenance and management 
of automobiles and manufacturing of associ-
ated accessories. 

A Start-up named as ‘Eko Delivery’ by 
four students of Kaziranga University is al-
ready doing business by providing a number 
of services at the door step of the people. 
One can put order on mobile for provisions, 
medicines, payment of utility bills, and 
maintenance of house and electronic gad-
gets etc. at a reasonable service charge. The 
ambit of its services is expanding day by day. 

Health is vast sector where there is 
immense potential for entrepreneurship 
promotion looking at the huge gap in the 
demand and supply of services and skilled 
persons. Kaziranga University in collabora-
tion with Apollo Medskills (AMSL) under-
takes different health care related training 
programmes under DDU-GKY programme of 
the Govt. of India.  It offers four paramedical 
courses - Blood Bank Technician, Emergen-
cy Management Technician, General Duty 
Assistant, and Pharmacy Assistant. Active 
entrepreneurial support is being provided 
to the trainees who are desirous of starting 
their own Enterprise. 

The students of Business Management 
and Social Sciences are into action research 
programmes in the entrepreneurship pro-
motion in the farm and non-farm sector, be-
ing promoted by ICCo India. Incubation and 
mentoring support shall also be provided to 
the budding entrepreneurs being groomed 
by Assam Start-Up.

Sponsored
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STRIKE A POSE!   The singer, Iggy Azalea rocks 
a tan, floral mini dress with matching jacket during an 
appearance in NYC.
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Aries: As you sow, so shall you reap, Aries. 
Your relationships are a 10/10 reflection of the 
kind of energy you have been investing. But 
don’t limit this love and nurture to your be-
loved alone. Think of their family as your own. 
Yes, despite their many quirks. This could be 
the secret to creating a harmonious life for 
yourself. PS: For some of you, this is a time 
of moving into a new space, refurbishing the 
house, or exchanging keys with your partner.
Tip: Your relationships are a 10/10 reflection 
of your love and nurture.
Taurus: If you’ve found yourself in yet 
another love triangle, you’ve only got yourself to 
blame. There is no fault in your stars, Taurus. You 
knew exactly what you were getting into before you 
entered this union. Those who are feeling ‘limited’ 
by their circumstances will have to make a decision. 
Others may be in the mood to explore their sexuality 
and kiss many a frog today. 
Tip: Getting a love triangle can be injurious to 
your health.
Gemini: Oh hello, material girl. This is 
the week to take the luxury up a notch and 
allow yourself some sweet indulgences. But 

you’re not the only one playing it up. Your 
partner is in the mood to spoil you silly too. 
Some of you could be thinking about jetting 
off on a vacation or planning a staycation in 
your home city. 
Tip: Take the luxury up a notch this week.
Cancer: Quality time with the fam is on 
the cards. Try to be nice, Cancer. For some 
of you, this could be a time of meeting your 
partner’s family or extended family and 
getting to know them on a deeper level. Be 
open to their eccentricities. 
Tip: Get to know their family better.
Leo: Do people really change when they 
say they have? Are they capable of meeting 
you halfway this time around? Something to 
think about before you re-invest yourself in 
this relationship, Leo. Remember, the life 
you have built for yourself is too beautiful to 
be destroyed once again. 
Tip: Show up for the people who show up for you.
Virgo: If it didn’t work out in the past, 
it’s because you were making space for a 
greater love. That ‘two bodies and one soul’ 
connection is not a myth. Trust what’s hap-

pening behind the scenes, wild one. Coupled 
Virgos, this is a time of harmony and togeth-
erness, Can you be more in love with each 
other than you already are? This is the week 
to find out.
Tip: The Universe is conspiring to bring you 
that once-in-a-lifetime kind of love.
Libra: You’re not daydreaming, Libra. 
Everything in your reality is picture perfect. 
Here’s to a love that celebrates you for who 
you are and doesn’t ask you to change a thing. 
Some of you are actively making space for an-
other in your lives. Long-term commitment is 
certainly on the cards, despite what your skep-
tic side will have you believe. 
Tip: Raise a goblet of goodness to that soul-
mate kinda love.
Scorpio: Here’s to blood sisters, soul 
sisters, and synchronised moon cycle sisters. 
Raise a goblet of goodness to the women 
who have been showing up for you consis-
tently, despite their personal dramas. This is 
a time to reciprocate their kindness and let 
them how special they are. For some of you, 
a landmark celebration such as an engage-

ment, a bachelorette or a baby shower may 
be on the cards. 
Tip: A landmark celebration may be on the cards.
Sagittarius: If they stepped away, 
they had a reason. Don’t take this person-
ally, Sagittarius. It was never about you to 
begin with. Everybody needs time and space 
to figure out who they are outside of their re-
lationships. If this connection still matters to 
you, reach out and let them know that you’re 
around in case they wish to communicate.
Tip: Respect their need for space, but let 
them know you’re around.
Capricorn: Commitment with a big 
‘C’, Capricorn. If you like it, put a ring on it, 
adopt a litter of kittens with it, and move into a 
fancy mansion together. Those who’ve been in 
the ‘may be’ and ‘let’s see’ territory are getting 
ready to be a label on it too. It’s all working out 
in divine time. Don’t let your skeptic side get 
the better of you. But a joyful and harmonious 
life is not the only gift the Universe is offering 
you today. Looking for somebody to invest in 
your dream project? 
Tip: You are building a lush and abundant 

life together.
Aquarius: Beware of replaying the 
old narrative, especially when the Universe 
wants you to experience that once-in-a-life-
time kind of love. The gateway to transcen-
dence is opening right now, Aquarius. Your 
professional life is not devoid of action ei-
ther. Open your eyes to the signs and syn-
chronicities. You are being led to prosperous 
opportunities that will help you create the 
financial reserve you desire.
Tip: The gateway to transcendence is open-
ing for you.
Pisces: We all need space every now 
and then. We all need to discover who 
we are outside of our relationships. In-
stead of feeling rejected by their actions, 
make an effort to understand where they 
are coming from. Don’t let fear and self-
doubt get the better of you, especially 
when the love you share is real. Take this 
phase as what it is, Pisces: a wonderful 
opportunity to look within and journey 
closer to yourself.
Tip: Distance makes the heart grow fonder.

Akshay Kumar releases quircky 
first look of ‘Bachchan Pandey’
New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): Bolly-
wood star Akshay Kumar on Friday 
released his first look from his 
upcoming movie “Bachchan Pan-
dey”.  Akshay shared the poster 
of the film on Twitter.  The movie 
is directed by Farhad Samji and 
produced by Sajid Nadiadwala.

The first look of the film was 
also shared by production banner Nadiadwala Grand-
son Entertainment on the microblogging site.  “Bach-
chan Pandey” marks 10th collaboration between Sajid 
and Akshay. The duo have earlier worked together on 
films like “Waqt Humara Hai”, “Hey Babyy”, “Jann-E-
Mann” and “Housefull” franchise among others.  The 
film is scheduled to be released on Christmas 2020.

Amitabh Bachchan wraps 
‘Gulabo Sitabo’, will soon 
start work on ‘KBC 11’
Mumbai, Jul 26 (PTI): Megastar Amitabh Bachchan 
on Friday announced that he has finished filming for 
Shoojit Sircar’s “Gulabo Sitabo” and will now start work-
ing on the eleventh season of “Kaun Banega Crorepati” 
(KBC).  The 76-year-old actor stars alongside Ayush-
mann Khurrana in “Gulabo Sitabo”.  The movie, set in 
Lucknow, is billed as a quirky family comedy, penned 
by Sircar’s longtime collaborator Juhi Chaturvedi. 

“Withdrawal symptoms setting in as the GS schedule 
nears completion. Happens all the time and the next 
work schedule begins to take over. So the end to ‘Gulabo 
Sitabo’ and its completion as far as I am concerned gets 
initiated and the vision of KBC takes over,” Bachchan 
posted on Twitter.  “Gulabo Sitabo”, produced by Ronnie 
Lahiri and Sheel Kumar, is set to release on April 24 next 
year, while “KBC” will premiere on August 1 on Sony TV. 

Film stars pay homage to 
soldiers on Kargil Vijay Diwas

Jennifer Lopez to topline drug 
lord film ‘The Godmother’

One must experiment irrespective 
of personal style: Kriti Sanon

New Delhi, Jul 26 (PTI): Kriti Sanon says even though she 
is ‘moody dresser’ she believes in being open to new choices.

Kriti, who turned showstopper for designer duo Shyamal & 
Bhumika at FDCI India Couture Week (ICW) 2019 on Thursday, 
said, for her, comfort is key. “I’m very moody. There are days 
when I really don’t want to make an effort and want to be com-
fortable in a T-shirt and shorts For me, comfort comes first,” 
she told reporters at the post-show conference. “I also feel that 
no matter what your personal style is, you should be willing to 
experiment. Try something new because unless you do that, 
you’ll not know what suits you,” she added.

The actor walked for the couturiers’ collection, ‘Renais-
sance Muse’, inspired by their recent trip to the Italian city of 
Florence. Kriti was dressed in a raw silk muted beige lehenga 
with dull pink tulle dupatta, which was based on the ceiling 
frescoes and architectural details of the Renaissance period, 
and a one-shoulder puffed-sleeve blouse. She completed the 
look with open wavy hair and a pearl-kundan choker.

The actor, whose film “Arjun Patiala” releases on Friday, 
said walking the ramp at ICW was a “nostalgic” moment for 
her. “It was very nostalgic for me to walk for the India Couture 
Week. While I was coming, I realised I have walked down these 
escalators many, many times. I used to come here for fittings, 
rehearsals and make-up. “I have walked for Shyamal and Bhu-
mika very long back when I was a model. I always love their 
collections. What I’m wearing is really comfortable. I could 
even dance in it. I was having a blast at the ramp. I feel when 
you’re wearing something that’s comfortable and makes you 
look beautiful; you just own the garment rather than the gar-
ment owning you,” she said.

Bhumika called Kriti “the modern woman” of today, who 
symbolised the collection aptly. “She is adventurous and 
well-travelled yet rooted in tradition, therefore a perfect fit for 
the collection,” the one-half of the designer duo said. Shyamal 
reflected upon how sustainability is an important element of 
their brand. “We have been a sustainable brand from the start. 
All our products are biodegradable. Sustainability is in the 
DNA of ‘Shyamal & Bhumika’,” he said.

Mumbai, Jul 26 (PTI): Megastar Am-
itabh Bachchan, Akshay Kumar, Lata 
Mangeshkar and Vicky Kaushal are 
among the prominent film personalities 
who paid tributes to the soldiers who 
fought in the 1999 Kargil war on the 
20th anniversary of the conflict.

July 26 is observed as Kar-
gil Vijay Diwas every year to 
mark India’s triumph over Pa-
kistan in ‘Operation Vijay’.

Taking to Twitter, Ami-
tabh said India salutes the 
soldiers who laid down lives 
while defending the country.

“We salute you for your 
sacrifice .. your determined 
fight to protect us all and our 
country...” he tweeted.

Mangeshkar wrote, “To-
day is Kargil Vijay Diwas. I 
bow my head in honour of 
our soldiers and pay my re-
spects to the brave sons of 
our country who sacrificed 
their lives (Aaj Kargil Vijay 
Diwas hai.Main hamare veer 
jawano’n ko koti koti naman karti hun 
aur veergati ko prapt hue un sabhi 
Bharat mata ke sapooton ko aadaran-
jali arpan karti hun)” 

Akshay said he has started reading 
Shiv Aroor and Rahul Singh’s book “In-
dia’s Most Fearless 2: More Military Sto-
ries of Unimaginable Courage and Sacri-
fice”, which chronicles the story of 2016 
surgical strikes.

“I’m not much into books, but today 
as we pay tribute to our brave martyrs 
on 20yrs of #KargilVijayDiwas, I’ve 
picked up #IndiasMostFearless 2 by @
ShivAroor & @rahulsinghx. May we nev-
er forget our soldiers whose courage 
and heroism lets us live in peace, day 
after day,” he added.

Sanjay Dutt said, “I salute our brave 
jawaans who fought valiantly in the Kar-
gil war for our country’s sovereignty! 
Your sacrifice will always be remem-
bered. Jai Hind #KargilVijayDivas” 

Vicky, who most recently starred in 
war drama “Uri: the Surgical Strikes”, 

also paid his tributes to the “real he-
roes” of the country. “Remembering the 
courage and sacrifice of the real heroes 
who laid down their lives fighting for 
the nation. Salute. Jai Hind. #KargilVi-
jayDiwas” he said in a post. 

South superstar Mohanlal said Kar-
gil Vijay Diwas leaves a mark of “pride 
and honour in every Indian’s heart”.

“Saluting the brave souls who 
pledged their lives for the sake of Moth-
er India. Jai Hind,” he added.

Actor Ayushmann Khurrana wrote, 
“My heartfelt tribute to our martyrs of the 
Kargil War and a big salute to their valour 
and victory today #KargilVijayDiwas” 

“A salute, homage, respect and grati-
tude to all the heroes in our armed forc-

es who lost their lives in line of service 
for their country. #KargilVijayDiwas 
#NeverForget #RememberTheGallant-
ry” said actor Anushka Sharma.

Taapsee Pannu said she remembers 
watching news about the Kargil War ev-
eryday when she was a child.

“The strange fear of sorts in our 
minds as school kids who never heard 
and saw such visuals before. Proud of 
the victory of our soldiers and disheart-
ened many of them aren’t there any-
more celebrate with us,” she added.

Arjun Kapoor said there are not 
enough words to “thank the martyrs, 
their valour and sacrifices that they’ve 
made for us”. Farhan Akhtar tweeted, 
“Remembering all the bravehearts and 
martyrs with love, reverence and grat-
itude on this #KargilVijayDiwas... Jai 
Hind.” “Remembering the triumph of 
bravehearts who fought for the nation. Jai 
Hind! #KargilVijayDiwas” newly-elected 
parliamentarian and actor Sunny Deol 
wrote on the micro-blogging site.

Los Angeles, Jul 26 (PTI): Singer-actor Jen-
nifer Lopez will essay the role of real-life noto-
rious Colombian drug lord Griselda Blanco aka 
‘The Godmother’ in a new film. Titled “The God-
mother”, the movie will be produced by Lopez, 
Elaine Goldsmith-Thomas, Benny Medina and 
Julie Yorn, reported Deadline. The project marks 
yet another collaboration between Lopez and 
STXfilms, which previously backed the actor’s 
movies -- “Second Act” and “Hustlers”.

Regina Corrado and Terence Winter have 
penned the screenplay for the new film, which 
might mark the directorial debut of Lopez. 
However, it is yet to be confirmed by the stu-
dio. The movie will chronicle the various ups 
and downs of Blanco, who outsmarted and 
outhustled the men around her to rise from 

an impoverished childhood in Colombia to 
become one of the world’s biggest drug lords.  
She reportedly was worth more than USD 2 
billion, and was a key figurehead in Miami’s 
bloody Cocaine Cowboy Wars.

“I’ve been forever fascinated by the story 
of Griselda Blanco and jumped at the chance 
to play her on screen. She is all things we look 
for in storytelling and dynamic characters 
notorious, ambitious, conniving, chilling,” Lo-
pez said. “In a genre dominated by legendary 
kingpins, I’m eager to shine a spotlight on this 
anti-hero and excited to partner with STX for 
the third time so we can bring this compelling, 
complicated story to life,” she added. Winter, 
Alex Pettyfer, Alex Brown and Rick Yorn will 
be the executive producers on the project.


