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THE EARTH'S MAGNETIC NORTH POLE
IS SHIFTING RAPIDLY — SO WHAT WILL
HAPPEN TO THE NORTHERN LIGHTS?
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SUVIDHA
app to make

counting
smoother
GANGTOK, 21 MAY (IPR):
SUVIDHA 1is one of

the various IT appli-
cations introduced
by the Election Com-
mission of India for
smooth conduct of
elections. This appli-
cation is a single win-
dow system for candi-
date registration, vot-
er turnout and count-
ing management sys-
tem with provision to
generate reports for
various purposes par-
ticularly on the day of
Counting and declara-
tion of result.

Today a dry run was
conducted wherein
the actual simulation
of the Counting pro-
cess was performed
for the Assembly Con-
stituencies and Parlia-
mentary Constituency
at the Counting Cen-
tre of Biraspati Parsai
SSS, Ranipool.

The

successful

dry-run was
and vari-
ous reports required
by ECI were generat-
ed through the online
SUVIDHA application
system. This online
application system is

used for both Assem-

bly Constituencies
and Parliamentary
Constituency.

Come June, Sikkim could lose it sole flight out

Spicejet tells AAl it won't fly to Pakyong unless navigational equipment is installed

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 MAY:
f media reports are to be believed, Spice-
jet, the only carrier operating flights out of
Sikkim, has decided not to service the Pakyong
Airport unless the Airport Authority of India in-
stalls navigational equipment at the airport.

A news-report datelined Calcutta and
published in The Telegraph today quotes
the Regional Sales Manager, East, of Spicejet,
Debjit Ghosh, as informing that the airline
has decided to withdraw flights to and from
Pakyong from 01 June onwards.

The reason cited is the high number of
cancellations from Pakyong owing to poor
visibility conditions. As per the Regional
Sales Manager, the airline was averaging a
staggering 20 cancellations per month from
Pakyong. The carrier was operation a daily
Kolkata-Pakyong-Kolkata flight, a route ser-
viced by a 78-seater Bombardier Q-400 se-
ries aircraft.

Ever since the airport was inaugurat-
ed by the Prime Minister in September
last year, it has been hounded by frequent

cancellations which required booked pas-
sengers to take a last-minute drive down
to Bagdogra as an alternative. Several VIPs,
including the Vice President of India during
his recent visit to Sikkim, had to opt for Bag-
dogra against the planned itinerary of flying
direct into Sikkim.

The report in question goes on to explain
that in the absence of navigational equip-
ment, the minimum visibility required to
land at Pakyong was 5KMs. In comparison,
the Calcutta airport, which has the required
equipment, can have planes landing when
visibility is as low as 50metres.

The report then goes on to quote an un-
named AAI official as explaining that install-
ing the required equipment would require
the runway to be at least 150 metres wide.
The runway at Pakyong is currently only 80
metres wide.

The unnamed official goes on to explain
that the runway cannot be widened because
landowners are not agreeing to give land.
The land acquisition for the airport has re-
mained a vexed issue for a while now, it may

be recalled.

Be that as it may, what begs question is
why none of the planners realized the need
for navigational equipment when the air-
port was being designed. That should be
standard equipment for any airport in any
hilly region, especially so in a Sikkim with its
record of rainy days and foggy winters. Had
this been factored in at the beginning itself,
adequate land would have been acquired
before land acquisition became stuck in
the current environment of allegations and
counter claims.

Questions probably also need to be
asked on whether Pakyong was the best
suited location to develop an airport or
whether there were better options which
were ignored.

These questions will probably never be
asked or answered in earnest. Meanwhile,
what Sikkim stands to lose is the claim
that it enjoys air-connectivity. And yes, it
was always only a claim because on ground,
this connectivity was always too erratic to
be of any consequence.

Number of counting
halls increased

GANGTOK, 21 MAY (IPR):
The counting of votes for
simultaneous Election
to Sikkim Parliamentary
Constituency and Sik-
kim Legislative Assem-
bly is scheduled on 23
May, 2019.

The counting shall
take place at respective
district headquarters by
the respective Returning
Officers.

As per the direction
of the Supreme Court,
mandatory verifications
of VVPAT paper slips

of randomly selected
5(five) polling stations
of Assembly Segments
of Sikkim Parliamentary
Constituency and Assem-
bly Constituencies has to
be conducted after com-
pletion of counting of
EVMs and Postal Ballots.

Therefore in order
to complete counting in
time, counting halls in
the counting centre ear-
marked for respective
districts have been in-
creased with due approv-
al of the Commission.
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Sikkim observes Anti-Terrorism Day

NEw DELHI, MAY 21
(PTI): Rejecting the de-
mand of Election Commis-
sioner Ashok Lavasa, the ‘full
commission’ Tuesday ruled
that dissents and minority
views in EC orders in cases of
model code violations would
not be made public.

The dissent notes and
minority views would re-
main part of records as it
is the case now, the Elec-
tion Commission (EC) said
in a statement.

“In the meeting of the
Election Commission held
today regarding the issue

GANGTOK, 21 MAy (IPR):
Sikkim joined the rest of
the country in observ-
ing Anti-Terrorism Day
today to mark the death
anniversary of Late
Prime Minister, Rajiv
Gandhi who became vic-
tim of a terrorist attack
in Tamil Nadu on this
day in 1991.

Chief Secretary, Gov-
ernment of Sikkim, AK
Shrivastava adminis-
tered the pledge to all
the officers and staff of
the premises at Tashil-
ing Secretariat.

Every year 21 May
is observed as Anti-Ter-
rorism Day, the Day is
observed to generate

awareness among all
sections of people about
the danger of terrorism
and violence and its ef-
fect on the people, soci-
ety and the country as a
whole.

The pledge taking
programme had the
presence of HODs of
various  Departments

and all officers and staff
of all the offices situated
at Tashiling Secretariat
premises.

The Pledge taking
ceremony was also ob-
served across the State
at all Government offic-
es, Public Sector Under-
takings and other Public
Institutions.

of MCC (Model Code of
Conduct), it was interalia
decided that proceedings of
the commission’s meetings
would be drawn, including
the views of all the commis-
sion members.

“Thereafter, formal
instructions to this effect
would be issued in conso-
nance with extant laws/

rules, etc,’ the poll panel
said in a statement.

Lavasa has recused
himself from MCC violation
cases, saying his dissent
was not being made part of
the orders.

He had given his dissent
in some of the commis-
sion’s clean chits to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and BJP president Amit
Shah in complaints of MCC
violations.

The EC had maintained
that since the poll code vi-
olation cases are not quasi
judicial in nature, they are
not signed by the chief elec-

Dissent in model code violation
cases won't be made public: EC

tion commissioner (CEC)
and fellow commissioners,
and thus, the dissent cannot
be made part of the order.

“Status quo will be
maintained. Dissent will not
be made public but would
form part of EC records,” ex-
plained an official.

As per the law govern-
ing the functioning of the
EC, efforts should have an
unanimity, but in the case
of a dissent, a majority (2:1)
view prevails.

The full commission
comprises CEC Sunil Arora
and fellow commissioners
Lavasa and Sushil Chandra.

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
DzonNGu, 20 MAY:

Legal Services Camp

as per newly ap-
proved (revised) model
of NALSA on the core
theme and scheme NAL-
SA (Victims of Trafficking
and Commercial Sexual
Exploitation) Scheme
2015 was held at GVK
Mangshila on 20 May.

Stalls and help desks
were set up by differ-
ent government depart-
ments which had also
participated in the said
programme. The pro-
gramme was chaired by

District and Sessions
Judge-cum-Chair-
person DLSA, Sonam
Palden Bhutia.

The main Resource
persons were Advocate,

Sonam Phuti Bhutia,
DCPO North, Wendy Mair
Lepcha, DCSO North,
Palden Lachungpa, Dr
Anita Gurung Pho-
dong PHC, Welfare
Inspector, Adarsh
Shreshta and Dipen
Lamichaney, and PLV,
Mingma Doma Bhutia.
Legal Rights and
various schemes of the
concerned departments

were discussed during
the programme. Preven-
tion of Immoral Traffick-
ing Act was discussed at
length along with POCSO
Act, Protection of wom-
en from Domestic Vio-
lence, Juvenile Justice
Care and protection
act, 2015, Protection of
women from Domestic
Violence Act was also
discussed in the camp.
The gathering was
also appraised about
various beneficial social
schemes. Around 150
persons were present
in the said camp mainly

Sikkim girl debuts in International Air Rifle Tourney

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 MAY:
Sikkim born shooting

talent, Devanshi Agar-
wal participated in her
first International Tour-
nament securing 612.8
points to be placed in
the 34th position in
10m Air Rifle Women
Junior category at the
International Shooting
Competition (under
21) at Hanover, Ger-
many held from 03-12
May.

She was one of
the youngest partic-
ipants (aged 15) in
the tournament that
featured 96 partici-
pants from 38 differ-
ent countries. Earlier
at the 50th Grand Prix
of Liberation held at
Plzen, Czech Republic,
she had scored 608.5

points.
Speaking from her
hometown Singtam,

Devanshi says it was
the proudest moment
wearing the Indian jer-
sey and playing for the
country.

“That moment can-

(first from right)

Members of Indian Contingent

Inred

With her coach Shiv Lal Dogra

not be described in
words. Shooters from
all over the world had
proudly dressed up in
their respective jer-
seys. It was ecstatic
to see all of them. The
skills and tricks which
they used were anoth-
er reason to cherish,
all of them trying their
level best,” she said.

In Czech Republic,
it was an open champi-
onship; there were no

age categories, so that
added to the excite-
ment, she shared.

“In Hanover, I was
in the under 21 cate-
gory, it was a little dif-
ficult for me to adjust
to that new range but
it gradually changed,”
she further added.

On participating in
her first international
tournament, Devan-
shi said that there was
a huge difference in

the competitions held
in India and abroad.
There are more and
better shooters and the
way the tournament
was organized was also
different, she said.

In the Air Pistol Ju-
nior Women category,
another Sikkimese tal-
ent, Tusitta Rai scored
517 points securing
46th position. Both
Devanshi Agarwal and
Tusita Rai study at

Ecole Globale Inter-
national Girls’ School,
Dehradun. School Head
Coach, Shiv Lal Dogra,
had also accompanied
them at the two tour-
naments.

Both the shooters
achieved the distinc-
tion of becoming the
first from Sikkim
to represent India
and an International
event. [from Shital
Pradhan]
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State officials go on exposure-
cum-study tour to Japan

GANGTOK, 21 MAY (IPR):
A team of six officers led
by Chief Secretary, AK
Shrivastatva and Princi-
pal secretary-cum-PCCF
and Chief Project Direc-
tor, ML Shrivastava under
JICA assisted Sikkim Bio-
diversity Forest Conser-
vation and Management
Project, Government of
Sikkim, had undertaken
study cum exposure trip
to Japan from 14 Apr to
20 Apr, to gain exposure
and knowledge on forest
management, biodiversi-
ty conservation, ecotour-
ism promotion, cultur-
al tourism activities as
practised in Japan and to
replicate good practices
followed in Japan as per
the suitability in Sikkim
context.

The team reached To-
kyo on 14 Apr and held
a meeting with Japan
International Coopera-
tion Agency officials at
its headquarters in To-
kyo, Japan. The meeting
with JICA Officials at JICA
Headquarters (Tokyo, Ja-
pan) was held on 15 Apr.

The meeting was at-
tended by Director Gen-
eral, Shdrei Hara, JICA,

Deputy Director Gen-
eral, Terayuki Ito, JICA,
Deputy Director, Takumi
Kunitake, JICA and Dep-
uty Director from JICA,
Shigete Ikeda, Headquar-
ter, Tokyo, Japan and
from the visiting dele-
gation, Chief Secretary,
AK Shrivastava, Govt of
Sikkim, Principal Secre-
tary-cum-PCCF and Chief
Project Director, ML
Shrivastatva, SBFP-JICA,
Project Director, NW Ta-
manag, SBFP-JICA, Addl
Project Director, M Ravi-
kumar, SBFP-JICA, DFO,
Sonam Norden Bhutia,
Administration, SBFP-]I-

- e o

Basnet, Ecotourism, SB-
FP-JICA.

The Chief Secretary
and Principal Secre-
tary-cum-PCCF and Chief
Project Director high-
lighted the achievements
made by Sikkim on envi-
ronmental front such as
declaration of Khangc-
hendzonga National Park
as UNESCO World Her-
itage Site under mixed
category (natural and
cultural), declaration of
Sikkim as the first or-
ganic State of the world
and achievements made
in the field of education,

CA and SFS, DFO, Arati

health, tourism, etc.

The achievements
made in increase of for-
est cover in Sikkim and
contribution of the in-
terventions through SB-
FP-JICA Project, infra-
structure development
for the Department and
Ecotourism, Biodiver-
sity Conservation and
people participation in
the management of for-
ests. The JICA officials
expressed satisfaction
over financial achieve-
ment made under SB-
FP-JICA Project and

insisted on the timely
completion of SBFP-JI-

CA Project in Sikkim.

During the trip, the
team visited the Asakusa
Shrine, the imperial pal-
ace, Fujinomiya, Fujiha-
konaizu National Park,
Mt Fuji World Heritage
Centre, Osaka and Kyo-
to.

Over all the this
study tour to Japan is
immensely useful for
the delegation to study
the forest management,
biodiversity conserva-
tion, ecotourism initia-
tives, etc in Japan and
also helped in exchange
of ideas with JICA Head-
quarter and officials of
Japan Government.

The best practices
learnt in Japan will be
replicated in Sikkim
with modification to the
local context and the
different sectors like
Forests, Wildlife, Bio-
diversity and Ecotour-
ism will be considered
for implementation
of such practices. The
consultation and coor-
dination from the line
departments will also
be considered to imple-
ment the best practices
learnt in Japan.

Int’'l Museum Day observed
at Himalaya World Museum

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 MAY:
imalayan Heritage
Research and Devel-
opment Society, Bhurung
Basti, Central Pandam,
Sikkim observed Interna-
tional Museum Day at Hi-
malaya World Museum,
Bagdogra on Saturday, a
press release informs.
On the occasion cul-
tural programmes, semi-
nar and award ceremony
was organized. The three
eminent  personalities
have been conferred with
the Dooars Mitra Nation-
al Award-2019 for their
outstanding contribution
in safeguarding, promo-
tion and preservation of
the cultural heritage at

Doors region. Arun Ku-
mar (journalist), Pradosh
Ranjan Saha (journalist)
and Pramod Nath (schol-
ar and author) were felic-
itated on the day.

A seminar on the top-
ic “Museums as Cultural
Hubs: The future of tradition”
was held. The seminar was
chaired by eminent Indologist
and founder of the Himalaya
World Museum, Prof, (Dr) Om
Prakash Bharti.

Dr Bharti informed
that the museum is open
for all visitors throughout
the week at its camp
office  and collection
centre, Bhuttabari near
Bagdogra Internation-
al Airport, where about
300 masks, 100 musical

instruments, 130 orna-
ments and other house-
holds and artifacts are in
display.

However, its collec-
tions are much more rich
and diverse, comprising
of 1500 ethnographic ob-
jects, 800 photographs,
300 manuscripts, print-
ed works and musical
instruments, 250 orna-
ments, 450 masks and
other household objects
and artifacts.

Two-acre land has
been acquired for con-
struction of permanent
museum near Bagdogra
International Airport
of Darjeeling district of
Eastern Himalayas, the
release informs.

SBJM donates water purifier

to Pan

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 MAY:
ikkim Bihari Jagran
Manch, Central com-
mittee visited Gov-
ernment Junior High
School, Panthang in
East Sikkim today,
a press release in-
forms. During their
visit, they met with

than

the staff members
and also interacted
with students and

provided Voltas water
purifiers to the school
students which will en-
sure safe drinking water
facilities in the school.
The program was
chaired by State
president, Swami-

school

State

nath Prasad,
general secretary, Bi-
rendra Prasad along
with other executive
members. The pres-

ident also ensured
to provide a helping
hand in case of any
help required by
the school in near fu-
ture also.

Training on chaff-cutter

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 MAY:
Atraining on mainte-
nance of power op-
erated chaff cutter was
organized by the Agri-
cultural Engineering

cell of the Agriculture
Department at Malba-

sey VLW Circle today.
50 people recruited
under the “One Fam-
ily, One Job” scheme
attended the training
offered by Executive
Engineer (W), Jigmee D
Lepcha, a press release
informs.

East all set for counting

GANGTOK, 21 May (IPR):
DEO East, Kapil Meena
has informed that all nec-
essary preparations for
Counting Day have been
made as per the latest
rules and directions of
Election Commission of
India. The required num-
ber of Counting Officials
have been trained in 2
rounds of training along
with training imparted to
Micro-Observers.

Other important offi-
cials including Assistant
Returning Officers, sup-
port staffs, EVM/VVPAT
transport teams, videog-
raphers etc. have been
briefed on their roles and
responsibilities.

For maintaining law
and order, all 10 BDOs
are designated as Sector

Magistrates for respec-
tive blocks to see law and
order issues.

DEO further informed
that at the Counting Cen-
tre, 10 Sector Magistrates
have been deployed for
manning various count-
ing halls as well as for law
and order at Biraspati
Parsai Senior Secondary
School ground meant for
candidates supporters.
SDM Rongli will be over-
all Magistrate In-charge
for the Counting Centre
to supervise the Sector
Magistrates.

DEO, Mr Meena also
mentioned that each and
every vital activity and
point inside Counting
Centre shall be either
covered by CCTVs or will
be videographed.

Cong pays tribute
to Rajiv Gandhi

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 MAY:
Sikkim Pradesh Con-

gress Committee
[SPCC] paid tribute to
former Prime Minis-
ter Rajiv Gandhi at the
party office here at
6th Mile, Tadong, on
Tuesday to mark his
death anniversary.

SPCC
Bharat Basnet, senior
leader, PL
Sumitra Rai and Ani-

president,

Gurung,

ta Gurung and other
leaders and workers
of the party attended
the somber function.

An SPCC press re-
lease informs that Mr
Basnet spoke on the
life and contributions
of the late Prime Min-
ister and about why it
was important for the
people of the country
and Congress workers
to understand his sac-
rifice.

MANGAN, 21 MAy (IPR):
District Administrative
Centre (DAC), North, ob-
served  Anti-Terrorism
Day at DAC, Mangan. The

Anti-Terrorism Day observed in North

lledge was administered
by District Magistrate,
Raj Yadav, North. An-
ti-Terrorism day was also
observed in Sub-Division

and Block Administrative
Centre (BAC) of the dis-
trict where pledge was
administered by SDMs,
BDOs and HODs.

South all prepped for counting

NamcHI, 21 MAy (IPR):
The Returning Officer
(South), Ragul K in-
formed that the counting
of votes shall be conduct-
ed in the counting centre
established at Namchi
Senior Secondary School.
He added that there are
six counting halls in this
centre. Hall No 1, 2 and
3 will be used for count-
ing of Assembly Constit-
uencies. Similarly, Hall
No 4, 5 and 6 will be
used for Assembly Seg-
ments of Parliamentary
Constituencies.

In Hall No 1 votes of
Assembly Constituencies
09 Barfung, 12 Melli and
14 Temi Namphing will
be counted. Likewise, in
Hall No 2 votes of 10 Pok-
lok-Kamrang, 13 Namthang
Rateypani and 16 Tumin
Lingi will be counted and in
Hall No 3, 32 Sangha, 11
Namchi Singhithang and
15 Rangang Yangang As-
sembly constituencies will
be counted.

In Hall No 4 counting

for Assembly segments
of parliamentary con-
stituencies namely 09
Barfung, 12 Melli and 14
Temi Namphing will be
done. Hall No 5 will see
the counting of Assem-
bly segments of parlia-
mentary constituencies
of 10 Poklok Kamrang,
13 Namthang Rateypani
and 16 Tumin Lingi. Hall
No 6 will have Assembly
segments of parliamen-
tary constituencies of 11
Namchi Singhithang and
15 Rangang Yangang.
The strong room will
be opened at 6:30am in
the presence of the Gen-
eral Observers, Return-
ing Officer and contest-
ing candidates.
Additionally, the RO
mentioned that four
General Observers, Dha-
ram Pal, Rajesh Jogpal,
Shrish Chandra Verma
and Tribhuwan Pati who
have been appointed by
the Election Commission
of India have already ar-
rived in Namchi for the

purpose of counting. The
RO updated that these
general observers have
trained the micro observ-
ers on the various facets
of counting at the confer-
ence hall of DAC today.

Dharam Pal also vis-
ited the counting centre
and verified the security
arrangements. The RO
said that the entire IT
and communication sys-
tems have been checked
during the dry run which
was conducted at 8:00am
today.

It may be mentioned
that an elaborate ar-
rangement for the can-
didates, election agents
and their supporters
have already been done
by South District Admin-
istration. The RO also
requested the general
public to abide with the
provision put up on the
day of counting including
proper maintenance of
law and order for smooth
and peaceful counting of
votes.

Mamring School observes Anti-Terrorism Day

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 MAY:

The NSS unit and SAATHI
cell of Mamring Senior
Secondary School, East,
today jointly organised a
special observance of An-
ti-Terrorism Day.

The Day is observed
to remember people
killed in terrorist at-
tacks and to condemn all
acts of terrorism, create
awareness among staff
and students to spread
harmony and peace.

A speech on the im-
portance of observing
Anti-Terrorism Day was

delivered by GTA, Bikash
Bhattarai.

He pointed out that
many countries are affect-
ed severely by terrorism.

“It's an act of cow-
ardice that is against the
constitution, democracy,
established norms and
peace. Terrorists mostly
target crowds and inno-
cent people and create
panic among masses,” he
remarked.

Vice Principal IP Kha-
tiwara addressed the
gathering sharing some
valuable strategies ad-
opted so far to combat

T -
—
T -
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terrorism. He stressed
that no religion pro-
motes terrorism and
that terrorism knows no
religion.

An oath of affirma-
tion against terrorism
was also administered to
everyone present by Mr
Bhattarai who is also the
SAATHI Coordinator and
NSS Program Officer of
the school.

The program, held
under the directions of
the Principal, Prahlad
Sharma, was attended by
the staff and students of
the school.

Ghazal by Melina Rai released

SUMMIT REPORT

GANGTOK, 21 MAyY:

Melina Rai of ‘Kutu ma
Kutu’ fame released her
first ever ghazal Aadha’ to-
day on the YouTube chan-
nel, OSR Digital. The ghazal
is written by Khusendra Rai
of Sikkim and is from his
album by the same name
which will be released on

Youtube on Wednesday, a
press release informs.

The ghazal was re-
corded in Kathmandu and
the visual has been released
under the banner of Parul
Production, Sikkim. Aadha,
the ghazal is a representation
of the extremely busy and
self-centred society, the
release mentions.

The video has been
directed by Director/Cin-
ematographer, Pallaw-
ib Rai from Darjeeling
and stars Raja Puniani
and Puja Kadel. The
music has been com-
posed by Diwas Gurung
of Darjeeling and ar-
ranged by Jiwan Prakash
Pradhan.

PNGS celebrates 96th Founder’s Day

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 MAY:
Paljor Namgyal Girls
School celebrated its
96th School Founder’s
Day and Thanks Giv-
ing Ceremony today at
the school premises.
The chief guest of
the day was Director,
(SCERT- HRDD), Dr.
Robin Chettri along
with the guest of hon-
our, Imba Raj, Di-
rector of School
Education and the
members of Science
faculty, SCERT, a

press release in-
forms.
Also present

were Reverend Bijoy
Chettri, EPCS, Rev-
erend Jenus Lepcha,
CNI, former teachers,
students, well-wish-
ers and other distin-
guished guests as spe-
cial invitees.

The Science Facul-
ty organised an exhi-
bition of its various

ATL Projects com-
pleted by students
and final selection

rounds of best three

student Drone Pilots
was conducted. The
chief guest present-
ed 3-D printed pilot
badges to the selected
students and wished
them good luck for the
upcoming Inter House
Drone Competition in
1st Week of June 2019.

The School Found-
er’'s Day and Thanks
Giving ceremony
concluded with the
school song and ben-
ediction by Reverend
Bijoy Chettri, EPCS,
Gangtok.
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Siana Glam Miss Sikkim auditions underway

REBYNA RANA
GANGTOK, 21 MAY:
Siana Glam Miss Sikkim

and Glam Miss Teen
Sikkim, 2019 held its first
audition here at the capi-
tal on 11-12 May, 2019.
After Gangtok, the sec-
ond audition was held
in Namchi on 18 and
19 May, 2019. The next
audition is scheduled
to be held at Jorethang
on 02 June.

Siana Glam Miss
Sikkim and Glam Miss
Teen Sikkim, 2019 con-
test is organised by
the event management
company, Siana Glam
World. Siana Glam Miss
Sikkim and Glam Miss
Teen Sikkim, 2019 is
the first of its kind pag-
eant in Sikkim as the
event has been organised
in association with Gla-

manand Supermodel In-
dia, wherein the win-
ners of the pageant
will get direct entry
into the Glamanand
Supermodel India and
Miss Teen India, 2019.

The goal of the
pageant is to empower
each contestant with
personality, grooming
and enrich their confi-
dence providing them
with a platform to show-
case their talents and po-
tential.

Chairperson for Siana
Glam World, Srijana Bista
told SummitTIMES that
the main motive of the
organisation is to give
the best platform to as-
piring girls from Sikkim
in the glamour world,
providing the winners
national and internation-
al platforms.

Audition
Jorethang

Ay droup-
14 to 19§ 53" & absve)
1510 261 54" & above)

GLAM

MISS SIKKIM
MISS TEEN SIKKIM
y - & ’ - -

2019

Audition Call
Vienise
Groen Park Je

South Sik

Buddhist shrine at

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 MAY:

The Pang Lhabsol Cel-
ebration Committee at
the Statue of Unity, MG
Marg, Gangtok, Sikkim,
successfully conducted a
workshop on the theme
of Pang Lhabsol & Unity,
on 19 May.

A press release in-
forms that the basic ob-
jective of the workshop
was to seek advice and
inputs from monks, in-
tellectuals, organizations
and concerned members
of the Sikkimese society
in the overall construc-
tion of the Dome and
other components of the
Complex. The daylong
deliberation was held in
the statue of Unity com-
plex, MG Marg, Sikkim.

Welcome address
was delivered by general
secretary, Namgyal Lep-
cha followed by presen-
tation on the journey of

construction of Statues
and Dome by president
PLCC, T Lachungpa.

Dr Hishey Wangc-
huck gave a PowerPoint
Presentation highlight-
ing various religious and
cultural aspects. This
was followed by PPT by
Dr Kunzang N Lachungpa
and Jigme Wangchuck on
the details of the Bud-
dhist Choesam (Shrine).

Lopen Tempo Gyatso
presented a Thanka rep-
resenting “Refuge Tree of
Rigzen Sogdrup” to the
president of PLCC and
another one to the exec-

utive committee of the
PLCC.

The draft drawing of
the Lepcha shrine was
also shared in the work-
shop by vice president,
Tseten Lepcha.

After due deliber-
ations it was decided
that idols of ‘Naljor
Chyedzee’, comprising
Gyalwa Lhachun Ch-
hinpo, Kathok Kunka
Zangpo, Ngadag Sem-
pa Chhinpo, Chog-
yal Phuntsog Namgyal
and a large size idol of
Guru Rinphoche will be
installed. Further, the

Neysol texts will be kept
in the shrine.

As per the advice
of Lopen Tempo Gyat-
so, other aspects of the
Shrine should be in con-
formity with the Choes-
am in Tsuklakhang (Roy-
al Chapel), the release
mentions.

A study team was also
constituted to carry forth
proper research and pub-
lication on Pang Lhabsol,
Unity (Brotherhood) and
other related historical,
cultural & religious with
option for including oth-
er scholars.

East holds final briefing for counting day

Number of counting halls doubled to speed up process

GANGTOK, 21 MAy (IPR):
The final meeting for dis-
cussion on arrangements
for the counting of votes
with the candidates and
political representa-
tives was conducted at
the Conference Hall of
DAC Sichey today. The
meeting was chaired by
DC-cum-DEO East, Ka-
pil Meena in presence of
Observers, Kumar Rajeev
and Ameyah Abhyankar,
SP (East), Hemraj Rai,
ADC (East), Bharani Ku-
mar, SDMs and other of-
ficials.

The DEO East said
that the number of
Counting Halls have been
increased from 4 to 8
halls at the Biraspati Par-
sai SSS in order to make
the process of counting
swift and error free. He
also mentioned about
the various instructions
of Election Commission
of India including timely
completion and other im-
portant guidelines which
the attendees need to fol-
low during the process of
counting.

The DEO also briefed
them extensively on the
arrangements of the
counting halls and ex-
plained at length about
the counting of Postal
Ballots, Counting of Elec-
tronically  Transmitted
Postal Ballots, Count-
ing of Votes recorded in
EVMs, Counting of VVPAT
slips and Compilation
of data. He also spoke in
depth about the filling of
different forms, compi-
lation of data and other
necessary procedures to
be followed.

While speaking fur-
ther, the DEO informed
that mobile phones and
electronic items will be
totally prohibited inside
the counting halls, how-
ever, a separate collec-
tion room has been iden-
tified for storing of the
electronic gadgets. The
DCinformed that the can-
didates’ election agents
and counting agents will
not be allowed to enter
the counting halls with-
out valid identity cards
issued by the authority.

_|

Similarly, a Media Centre,
a Medical Unit Room and
a reserve Counting staff
room has also been set
up inside the complex.

The DEO also in-
formed that the Strong
room will be opened on
23 May, 2019 at 7:00am
in the presence of Ob-
server, candidates and
their election agents and
Counting will commence
from 8 am sharp. Count-
ing will start with Postal
Ballot counting first fol-
lowed by EVM Counting
thereafter.

He also stated that
the round wise and fi-
nal results will be an-
nounced via loudspeaker
which will be placed in
all corners of the ground.
It was also informed that
the results can be ac-
cessed at the ECI website
and it will also be updat-
ed simultaneously on the
Government of Sikkim
Facebook page as well as
DM Gangtok East Sikkim
Facebook page.

SP(East) in his ad-
dress briefed about the

security and traffic ar-
rangements for Counting
day and requested ev-
eryone present to coop-
erate with the security
personnel. He urged the
political representatives
to maintain self-disci-
pline and quorum during
the counting period and
stated that Section 144
CrPc is still imposed in
the whole state and thus
to refrain from any kind
of unethical activity and
no major rallies/proces-
sion can be carried out
without prior permission
from the District Admin-
istration.

DEO East informed
that only the designat-
ed Counting Agents
must come and enter
those Counting Halls
where counting of
their respective Con-
stituencies is taking
place. For Sangha AC
and 01-Sikkim PC the re-
sults will be compiled by
East District and the Re-
turning Officer/DM East
who shall announce the
final results.
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Ranipool FC beats NDFA while Sumin FC
outplays Queen Valley FC in C-Div league

SAGAR CHHETRI
GANGTOK, 21 MAY:

anipool Football Club

beat North District
Football Association 2-1
in its first match of the
ongoing Sikkim Football
Association  C-Division
Sikkim  League 2019
here at Paljor Stadium on
Tuesday.

A brace by Kinchok
helped Ranipool FC reg-
ister a victory in its first
match of league and bag

three points. The solitary
goal for North District FA
was scored by Patrick.

In the second match
of the day, Sumin Foot-
ball Club trashed Queen
Valley FC of Penlong 8-0.
Ganesh Chettri scored
a hattrick for Sumin FC,
while Yogesh Mangar
struck a brace and Rigyal
Tamang, Sagar Chettri
and Keshav Chandra con-
tributed a goal each to-
wards the team’s victory.

Twelve teams from
all four districts are par-
ticipating in the fort-
night-long C-Division
league Kkicked-off yes-
terday. The league is be-
ing organised by Sikkim
Football Association.

On Wednesday,
Sanju Football Acade-
my, Sombaria will take
on Namthang Football
Club in the first match
at 12 noon, which will
followed by a match

Sikkim to get its first business
incubator AIC- SMUTBI by mid June

SUMMIT REPORT
RANGPO, 21 MAY:
he AIC-SMU Tech-
nology and Business
Incubator (AIC-SMUTBI) is

all set for its inauguration by
mid-June 2019 at the SMIT
Campus, Majhitar. Aiming
at providing world-class
state-of-the-art facilities to
the start-ups, it is one of the
100 incubators envisioned
by the Government of In-
dia through NITI Aayog,
selected among the 2676
applicants from across the
nation. With the gestation
period of the start-up ex-
pected to be for a maximum
duration of 3 years or Rs 20
crore of revenue (whichev-
er earlier), the incubator
boasts of being the state’s
first incubation center and
the only Atal Incubation
Centre in the North East.
AIC-SMUTBI  received
a grant-in-aid of Rs 8 crore
to set up the center, the
construction of which is in
its final stages at the SMIT
Campus. Housing a dedicat-
ed co-working space with a
50 seat capacity accessible
24x7 with the internet, it
also has two board rooms
with the best-in-class with
a capacity of 20 and 40
seats to enable business
meetings with potential
clients for start-ups. Brand-
ing, Consulting and Partner
services are some of the

few value additions in the
incubator.

The incubation center
spans in an area of approx-
imately 1200 square feet
along with a pool of other
services like state-of-the-
art fabrication lab with
3-D printers and scanners,
CNC-routing machines,

drilling mills and Printed Cir-
cuit Board (PCB) printer; etc.
It also hosts one of the finest
collections of equipment in
its Makers’ Space.

Moreover, the in-
cubator has already
signed MOUs with Am-
azon Cloud Services,
CISCO Network, Intuit,
etc. to support start-ups
at all stages from the
idea stage to the growth
stage. Free cloud credit
up $5000 (valid for 4-5
years) is confirmed to
be provided by Amazon
to incubate, CISCO shall
provide the best video
conferencing  network
services through its CSR.
Intuit, a Germany based
company is also providing fi-
nancial consultancy services
toallits startups.

Speaking to the me-
dia, Chief Executive Officer
Prof Tejbanta S Chingtham,

AIC-SMUTBI said, “We have
persistently encouraged not
only the students but also
the young aspiring entrepre-
neurs of the region to hone
their skills in generating
valued human resource
rather than traditional
manpower that feeds the
need of the industry”. As
a result, there has been a
surge in the number of as-
piring entrepreneurs in the
region whose innovative
ideas need to be nurtured
for the growth and develop-
ment of them as individuals
and in a broader view, the
nation as a whole, he added.
Prof. Chingtham further
extended his invitation to
the young and entrepre-

neurial minds of Sikkim
as well as the North East
to take advantage of this
world-class facility as such

resources at our doorstep
duly supported by the Gov-
ernment of India is no less
than a dream for aspiring
entrepreneurs, he said. He
also expressed his gratitude
towards the Board of Direc-
tors and the Board of Men-
tors for their support. [from
Sanjay Agarwal]

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 21 MAY:

IHRC members submit report to Governor

n 8-member delegation of the International Human Right Council, Sikkim,
led by IHRC Sikkim State President, Ganesh Sharma, called on Governor Ganga
Prasad at Raj Bhavan and submitted the detailed report of the IHRC to him.

J
Missing you always, Daddy!

There’s a special kind of feeling when we think about you...

Dad, it’s a pleasure to remember all the happy times we’ve had.
There’s a special kind of caring that is meant for you alone.

There’s a place somewhere with-
in our heart that only you can own.
Missing you always, Daddy.

Your ever loving
Roma, Annapurna, Puran, Ahaan and Jed
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CLASSIFIEDS

DOCUMENTS LOST

I lost my original admit card and class X pass cer-
tificate bearing Roll No- 3124603, govt. Girls Sec-
ondary School, Namchi(05436) and Class XII pass
certificate bearing Roll No. 3222865, Govt. Sr. Sec-
ondary School, Soreng (05457), kept in a file got
missing near Sikkim Manipal University (SMU). GD
has been lodged accordingly. Whoever finds it will
be rewarded. - Dr. Sajna Poudyal, Jorethang CHC.

Contact no. 0593915041.

terview:

Required for Summit Times

Two field reporters for Gangtok (East) and one
for West District. Should be fluent in english.
Have basic knowledge in journalism. Walk in in-

Summit Times office
Church Road, Gangtok
03592-208698

URGENTLY REQUIRED:
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter
with atleast 3 years experience and
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel
Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

PLOT FOR SALE:

Vacant plot measuring 0.38 Acres for
sale at Amdo Golai, Deorali. Contact:
09717191985/097474651223

INTERESTED TO BECOME
A YOGA TEACHER?

CRITERIA - Academic qualification of minimum

higher secondary pass

Complete yoga syllabus will be provided by SYVC
Gangtok absolutely free of cost. After one year of ba-
sic training and service (karma yoga)/ volunteering
in the Centre, the candidate would be sent for Yoga
Teacher Training Course at Shivananda Yoga Ash-
ram. After TTC, the candidate would be appointed on
part time basis at the Yoga Centre in Gangtok. College
students can also apply. If required, food and accom-
modation would be provided.

Interested candidates may contact
: Deepa Yoga Centre at
Mob: +91 7432043719/ +91 8170953919.

LAND FOR SALE
A vacant plot measuring 0.38 Ha.
(16552.80 sq - ft) is for sale at Amdo
Golai (above the main road), Gangtok.
For more information please contact -
9717191985/9474651223.




SummitTIMES | 22 May 2019

F o | 44‘2{)__-- iR
111N IT'I'IRA N
MUl l.l. llll.r A LAVELALS

The Earth’s magnetic north pole is shifting rapidly

_ - ' ?
Urban Woes so what will happen to the northern lights?

Someone please take the lead on urban
planning

he municipal experiment in Sikkim is now of

reasonable maturity to move beyond cleanliness
drives and attempt some intelligent urban planning.
Elected representatives, even if they have mostly
arrived unopposed and did not need to campaign for
votes, have a responsibility towards their constituents
which should expand beyond the routine chief guest
duties. Most of them have even been sponsored on
study tours and must have completed several aware-
ness sessions and workshops on urban planning. What
is more, since they belong to the places they have elect-
ed from, they also know what is required, what the peo-
ple want and what is possible. Now, what remains is to
see them invest this knowledge and responsibility into
urban planning. People’s representatives in the urban
local bodies need to be allowed a more involved role in
this aspect because they would be able to table the best
advice and speak the people’s expectations. Of course, it
is another matter that there appears to be no inclination
towards urban planning anywhere. But let’s let that be for
now and focus on what the State requires for its urban
spaces.

Since the municipal councils and nagar panchayats
are new to the concept of urban identities, they will
have to take Gangtok’s lead. So where is Gangtok by
way of planning? For whatever the officers might claim,
the capital town is not really headed in any particu-
lar direction except getting crowded around already
stressed clusters. Some years ago, an exhibition was
held in town detailing a slew of what were presented as
“urban infrastructural facilities” proposed for Gangtok.
These, however, were essentially civil-engineering ob-
sessed constructions and did not extend to explain how
they would be serviced. There can be no protest against
more pedestrian paths and foot over-bridges, or for
that matter more parking lots and improved market-
ing avenues for produce from rural Sikkim. Several of
these proposal are in various stages of suspended ani-
mation, and some have been completed and sit now
as examples of slack planning and poor follow-up. If
the finances allow, even the extravagance of a Fashion
Street or a Gangtok Tower hugged by two bewildered
red pandas and a revolving restaurant on top can be
suffered, or enjoyed by the aesthetically challenged, as
the case might be.

When one looks at all the facilities being proposed
in the capital though, two things stick out as worries -
one, almost all projects are huddled in the MG Marg to
Deorali stretch, and two, there is nothing for the chil-
dren (and no, cement pandas don’t count). Till a few
years back, the urban spread of Gangtok was limited to
the stretch from MG Marg to Deorali, but this has now
expanded almost right down till Ranipool on one end
and up to Bojoghari at the other extremity. Traffic into
and out of town is already jammed, and inserting more
parking lots, office buildings and shopping complexes
to this huddle will only create a series of bottlenecks
which the present road, with no scope of expansion,
will not be able to handle. Spreading these facilities
across the GMC area should be an option that the plan-
ners seriously consider. Planning needs to look into
the future requirements and while the need for park-
ing space is acute around the main town area, it is only
a matter of very few years before the rest of the GMC
feels the stress as well.

Itwill be in everyone’s interest if better coordination
is incorporated into planning and parking concerns ad-
dressed along with the creation of new infrastructure.
In this regard, one needs to look at the absence of such
planning in the relocation of the District Administra-
tive Centre to Sichey from the heart of town. Parking is
now a major concern there, but would not have been so
ifit had been factored into the project at the design and
proposal stage itself. The capital will also breathe much
easier with the relocation of some, if not all, of the mega
smart city type projects.

Move around Gangtok, and concrete monsters with
names like “Old Children’s Park Taxi Stand” and “Old
West Point School Private Bus Stand” [now, just Private
Bus Stand] and another; still unnamed or inaugurated,
parking lot on what was a glade which could have been
developed into a good park, reveal what we have stolen
shamelessly from the young. Their spaces have been
appropriated to accommodate excesses the elders in-
dulge in, and what is worse, no compensatory allocation
has been made out to them. MG Marg was developed as
a tourist amenity and it is only by default that it has
also become a safe place for kids to play. The planners
need to be specifically directed by the policy-makers
to start looking out for the young now. What the GMC
can also consider is setting aside a special fund to
help with the upkeep of grounds and campuses of
schools, even private schools, in the GMC area on the
condition that the school authorities keep them open
for kids after school.

The role that elected representatives in urban lo-
cal bodies can most effectively play is that of a link
between residents, urban planners and professional
architects. This connection should be sustained to
keep goading planning to work in sync with aspira-
tions and felt-needs of the people and the necessary
collaborations nurtured to ensure that the limited
opportunities are harnessed to the best. The urban
bodies elsewhere in the State should look at Gangtok
first to avoid the mistakes that the capital made, and
second, hope that Gangtok takes the lead for the rest

NATHAN CASE
theconversation.com
Like most planets in our solar sys-
tem, the Earth has its own mag-
netic field. Thanks to its largely mol-
ten iron core, our planet is in fact a bit
like a bar magnet. It has a north and
south magnetic pole, separate from
the geographic poles, with a field
connecting the two. This field pro-
tects our planet from radiation and
is responsible for creating the north-
ern and southern lights - spectacular
events that are only visible near the
magnetic poles.

However, with reports that the
magnetic north pole has started mov-
ing swiftly at 50km per year - and
may soon be over Siberia - it has long
been unclear whether the northern
lights will move too. Now a new study;
published in Geophysical Research Let-
ters, has come up with an answer.

Our planetary magnetic field has
many advantages. For over 2,000
years, travellers have been able to
use it to navigate across the globe.
Some animals even seem to be able to
find their way thanks to the magnet-
ic field. But, more importantly than
that, our geomagnetic field helps pro-
tect all life on Earth.

Earth’s magnetic field extends
hundreds of thousands of kilometres
out from the centre of our planet -
stretching right out into interplane-
tary space, forming what scientists
call a “magnetosphere”. This mag-
netosphere helps to deflect solar ra-
diation and cosmic rays, preventing
the destruction of our atmosphere.
This protective magnetic bubble
isn’t perfect though, and some solar
matter and energy can transfer into
our magnetosphere. As it is then fun-
nelled into the poles by the field, it
results in the spectacular displays of
the northern lights.

A WANDERING POLE

Since Earth’s magnetic field is cre-
ated by its moving, molten iron core,
its poles aren’t stationary and they
wander independently of one anoth-
er. In fact, since its first formal discov-
ery in 1831, the north magnetic pole
has travelled over 2,000km from the

Boothia Peninsula in the far north of
Canada to high in the Arctic Sea. This
wandering has generally been quite
slow, around 9km a year, allowing
scientists to easily keep track of its
position. But since the turn of the
century, this speed has increased
to 50km a year. The south magnetic
pole is also moving, though at a much
slower rate (10-15km a year).

This rapid wandering of the north
magnetic pole has caused some prob-
lems for scientists and navigators
alike. Computer models of where the
north magnetic pole might be in the
future have become seriously outdat-
ed, making accurate compass-based
navigation difficult. Although GPS
does work, it can sometimes be un-
reliable in the polar regions. In fact,
the pole is moving so quickly that sci-
entists responsible for mapping the
Earth’s magnetic field were recently
forced to update their model much
earlier than expected.

WILL THE AURORA MOVE?

The aurora generally form in an
oval about the magnetic poles, and so
if those poles move, it stands to rea-
son that the aurora might too. With
predictions suggesting that the north
pole will soon be approaching north-
ern Siberia, what effect might that
have on the aurora?

The northern lights are currently
mostly visible from northern Europe,

Canada and the northern US. If, how-
ever, they shifted north, across the
geographic pole, following the north
magnetic pole, then that could well
change. Instead, the northern lights
would become more visible from Si-
beria and northern Russia and less
visible from the much more densely
populated US/Canadian border.

Fortunately, for those aurora
hunters in the northern hemisphere,
it seems as though this might not
actually be the case. A recent study
made a computer model of the au-
rora and the Earth’s magnetic poles
based on data dating back to 1965.
It showed that rather than follow-
ing the magnetic poles, the aurora
follows the “geomagnetic poles” in-
stead. There’s only a small difference
between these two types of poles --
but it’s an important one.

The magnetic poles are the points
on the Earth’s surface where a com-
pass needle points downwards or
upwards, vertically. They aren’t nec-
essarily connected and drawing a line
between these points, through the
Earth, would not necessarily cross
its centre. Therefore, to make better
models over time, scientists assume
that the Earth is like a bar magnet at
its centre, creating poles that are ex-
actly opposite each other - “antipo-
dal”. This means that if we drew a line
between these points, the line would

cross directly through the Earth’s
centre. At the points where that line
crosses the Earth’s surface, we have
the geomagnetic poles.

The geomagnetic poles are a kind
of reliable, averaged out version of
the magnetic poles, which move
erratically all the time. Because
of that, it turns out they aren’t
moving anywhere near as fast as
the magnetic north pole is. And
since the aurora seems to follow
the more averaged version of the
magnetic field, it means that the
northern lights aren’t moving that
fast either. It seems as though the
aurora are staying where they are -
at least for now.

We already know that the mag-
netic pole moves. Both poles have
wandered ever since the Earth ex-
isted. In fact, the poles even flip over,
with north becoming south and south
becoming north. These magnetic re-
versals have occurred throughout
history, every 450,000 years or so on
average. The last reversal occurred
780,000 years ago meaning we could
be due a reversal soon.

So rest assured that a wandering
pole, even a fast one, shouldn’t cause
too many problems - except for those
scientists whose job it is to model it.

[the writer is Senior Research
Associate in Space and Planetary
Physics, Lancaster University]

Political cartoonists are out of touch
- it’s time to make way for memes

JENNIFER GRYGIEL
theconversation.com

he New York Times came under fire after a po-

litical cartoon appeared in print on April 25,
2019. In it, a blind President Donald Trump, wear-
ing sunglasses and a yarmulke, leads, with a leash,
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who'’s
depicted as a dog with a Star of David around his
neck.

The Times later issued an apology, called the
cartoon “anti-Semitic,” and announced that it
would discipline the editor and enhance its bias
training. The newspaper also indicated that it
will no longer use the syndication service that
supplied the cartoon.

To some, this might appear to be a significant
move. But it fails to address larger problems
with editorial cartooning - namely, the ranks of
cartoonists are too white, too old and too male.

As a scholar who studies social media and
memetics, I wonder if political cartoons are the
best way to connect with today’s diverse read-
ership. Many crave searing, cutting political
commentary - and they’re finding it in internet
memes.

What if internet memes were elevated - not
only as a serious art form but also as an import-
ant form of editorializing that’s worthy of ap-
pearing alongside the traditional cartoon?

BEHIND THE TIMES

Newspapers and magazine editors still rely
on political cartoons to capture readers’ atten-
tion and to deliver some lighter material along-
side heavier news stories. The need for this con-
tent isn’t going away, nor is the need for forms of
communication that challenge governments and
open up important public discussions - a role
the political cartoonist has long held.

But in many ways, political cartooning can
seem like a relic of a bygone era.

A 2015 Washington Post report also under-
scored the lack of diversity among political car-
toonists in newsrooms, noting how not a single
black individual was employed as one.

Then there’s journalism’s top prize, the Pulit-
zZer.

An extensive 2016 study by the Columbia Jour-
nalism Review unveiled how the ranks of editorial
cartoon Pulitzer winners have been largely dom-
inated by white men. Since 1922, only two wom-

en have received a Pulitzer in this category, and it
wasn’t awarded to an African American until this
year, when syndicated cartoonist Darrin Bell be-
came the first to receive the award.

One roadblock to diversifying the ranks of po-
litical cartoonists is that the potential pool of can-
didates is limited. Few have the technical skill to
draw pen-and-ink drollery, the common style for
political cartooning.

Another has to do with industry trends. A 2017
study found that many newspapers don’t even
employ an editorial cartoonist anymore. Instead,
they’ve come to rely on less expensive syndication
services.

A MORE DEMOCRATIC FORM

Given the important function of the political
cartoon, simply discontinuing their use serves no
one, including publishers.

But the field’s high barrier to entry - not to
mention the time it takes to actually produce a
cartoon - clearly poses a problem. A new, quick-
er and more inclusive solution to political com-
mentary is needed.

The political cartoon is technically a meme,
which is simply any piece of culture that can be
copied or replicated.

A different sort of political cartoon, the in-
ternet meme, dominates on social media. Often
crudely constructed, they’re far easier to create
than, say, your typical New Yorker political car-
toon. Many simply appear as a photo with text
overlay, something that can be made within a
few minutes via an online meme generator or
mobile app. But the lack of technical skill needed
means that they’re democratic in nature - and
those that resonate the best will get shared the
most and rise to the top.

A new common meme format simply en-
tails brief, humorous, text-based commentary.
Words are memes, after all, and they can be used
to communicate ideas very quickly and clearly,
which avoids some of the issues with visual rhet-
oric such as misinterpretation or misrepresenta-
tion - the exact sort of thing that happened with
The New York Times cartoon.

MEMERS OF THE WORLD, UNITE!

Cartooning is undoubtedly a skilled art form.
But in 2019, an ugly internet meme that uses a
screen grab from “The Office” and quippy text
overlay can have just as much clout - if not more -

than a sophisticated political cartoon.

Internet memes increasingly play a role in poli-
tics and even have the power to influence elections.
Facebook groups with hundreds of thousands of
followers are dedicated entirely to propagating
and spreading political internet memes, such as
the Bernie Sanders Dank Meme Stash and God Em-
peror Trump.

Politics has become, in many ways - as cam-
paign strategist Doyle Canning put it - “a battle of
the memes.”

Some publishers and media outlets under-
stand the value of user-generated content in
political discourse and news gathering. For ex-
ample, BuzzFeed occasionally posts lightheart-
ed political internet memes on its social media
platforms that speak to a younger audience.
The Associated Press employs user-generated
content editors who comb social media plat-
forms for important images associated with
news events.

Memers, meanwhile, are beginning to see
their role in driving internet traffic - and ad
revenue - and are beginning to formalize their
work and employment as content creators.
They’re even beginning to organize, with some
groups seeking union status. It's possible that
new syndication services may develop for po-
litical memes out of these efforts.

But there have been few signs of anyone
printing a meme in a physical newspaper or
magazine unless it’s controversial enough to
become the topic of a news story. To serve
print needs, what if publishers hired staff me-
mers or freelance memers - individuals with
a pulse for viral content and an understanding of
what resonates with younger readers, who could
construct stylized, more professional-looking
memes that could appear in print and on the
web?

Again, this isn’t to say that traditional politi-
cal cartoons no longer have a role. But it’s time
for publishers to anoint the internet meme as
worthy of publication.

After all, the best political commentary is just
as likely to be found on Tumblr as the pages of
the Times.

[the writer is Assistant Professor of Com-
munications (Social Media) & Magazine, News
and Digital Journalism, Syracuse University]
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Arunachal MLA, ten others

gunned

ITANAGAR, MAY 21 (PTI):
Suspected NSCN mili-
tants Tuesday gunned
down sitting MLA and
NPP assembly poll can-
didate Tirong Aboh and
ten others, including his
son and security person-
nel, in Tirap district of
Arunachal Pradesh, a top
police officer said.

Aboh (41), who rep-
resented the Khonsa
West constituency, was
seeking a re-election
from the seat.

Initial reports sug-
gested that seven people
were Killed in the attack,
but Director General of
Police (DGP) S B K Singh
put the death toll at 11
later in the day.

Aboh was on his way
to his constituency from
Assam, along with fam-
ily members, three
police personnel and
a poll agent, when the
suspected NSCN rebels

opened fire at their ve-

hicles near 12 Mile area
in the district at around
11.30 am, Singh told PTI.
One security officer,
who sustained injuries
in the incident, has been
admitted to a hospital in
Dibrugarh, Assam, the
DGP said, adding that the
MLA and ten others were
killed on the spot.
Expressing his shock
over the incident, Chief
Minister Pema Khandu
said the perpetrators will

be hunted down.

“Action will be initi-
ated to hunt down the
perpetrators. My heart-
felt condolences. May the
departed souls rest in
peace,” he said.

Condemning the at-
tack, NPP president and
Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad K Sangma sought
the intervention of the
Prime Minister’s Office
and Union Home Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh.

“The NPP is extreme-
ly shocked and sad-
dened by the news of
the death of its MLA Shri
Tirong Aboh (Arunachal
Pradesh) and his family.
We condemn the brutal
attack and urge @ra-
jnathsingh and @PMOIn-
dia to take action against

those responsible for
such attack,” Sangma
tweeted.

Meanwhile, the

Arunachal Pradesh Con-

litants

gress Committee blamed
the ruling Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party for the “pre-
vailing lawlessness and
chaos” in the state.

“If elected repre-
sentatives of the state
are not safe under the
present dispensa-
tions at the Centre
and the state, how
can common people
feel secure,” the party
said in a statement.

Demanding a
high-level judicial in-
quiry into the incident,
it also said, “Chief Min-
ister Pema Khandu and
his BJP government are
solely responsible for
lawlessness and all cha-
os in the state.”

Aboh was elected
from the Khonsa West
seat in 2014 on a Peo-
ples’ Party of Arunachal
(PPA) ticket.

Assembly polls were
held concurrently with
Lok Sabha elections in
Arunachal Pradesh.

Nepal bans Alipay, WeChat Pay

KATHMANDU, MAY 21
(AFP): Nepal’s central
bank has banned popu-
lar Chinese digital wal-
lets Alipay and WeChat,
an official said Tuesday,
fearing loss of foreign
currency earnings from
thousands of Chinese
tourists that visit the

country. forei

oreign currency earn-

Nepal Rastra Bank & . y

. . ings through its usage.

issued a notice on Mon- . ) ]
. Action will be taken if

day, banning the use

of the Chinese digital
payment platforms pop-
ularly used in hotels,

anyone is found using
the platforms,” Niroula
told AFP.

Niroula said cur-
restaurants and shops .

. . rently there is no record
in tourist areas, espe-

. . . of how many transac-
cially in Chinese-run
. tions have taken place
businesses.

Laxmi Prapanna Nir-
oula, spokesman for Ne-

through the platforms
as they are not recorded

in Nepal.
pal’s central bank said L REPE

that using the platforms
in the country was ille-

Alipay, started by
e-commerce giant Ali-
bab d d by it
gal without the bank’s a_? an owne' y.l S
affiliate Ant Financial,
and WeChat Pay, built

into Tencent’s popular

authorisation.

“We have enforced
a ban on Alipay and
WeChat Pay because
the country is losing

messaging service, have
hundreds of millions of
users between them and

Q WeChat Pay

Ed Alipay

are China’s dominant
payment platforms.

Over 150,000 Chi-
nese tourists visited
Nepal last year, helping
it reach a landmark of
welcoming over a mil-
lion tourists for the first
time.

Tourism is a major
revenue earner for im-
poverished Nepal, home
to eight of the world’s
14 peaks over 8,000
metres.

Tourism contributed
7.8 percent to Nepal's
GDP in 2017, creating
over a million jobs, ac-
cording to the World
Travel and Tourism

Council.

Bangladesh halts visas for Pakistani
nationals amid diplomatic impasse

BY ANISUR RAHMAN
DHAKA/ISLAMABAD,
May 21 (PTI): Bangla-
desh high commission in
Islamabad has stopped
issuing visas to Pakistani
nationals for one week
over a fresh diplomatic
row, a Bangladeshi offi-
cial said Tuesday, amid
strained bilateral ties
since 2013 when Dhaka
decided to hang several
of the 1971 war crimi-
nals.

The diplomatic row
between Bangladesh
and Pakistan is on the
rise since last year when
Dhaka denied a visa to
the Pakistan high com-
missioner.

“You can call it a sign
of protest against the Pa-
kistani gesture,” a Ban-
gladeshi foreign ministry
official familiar with the
development told PTL

The foreign office in
Dhaka, however, is yet
to make any formal con-
firmation and no official
notification has been
issued on the halting of
visas to the Pakistani na-
tionals.

But the official, who
preferred anonymity,
said the Bangladeshi
diplomat in charge of
issuing visas refrained
from processing the ap-
plication by Pakistanis as
Pakistani authorities had
been sitting on his own
official visa renewal ap-
plication for the past four
months.

Pakistani high com-
mission in Dhaka is not
processing his family
members’ visa applica-
tions, barring Bangla-
desh high commission’s
press and visa affairs
councillor Igbal Hossain
from meeting his family,
the official said.

“Issuance of any visa

to Pakistani nationals re-
mains suspended as the
visa counter in Bangla-
desh High Commission
in Islamabad has been
closed since last Monday
[May 13], Dhaka Tri-
bune quoted Hossain as
saying.

The Bangladeshi
councillor said they had
informed the South Asia
wing of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Paki-
stan.

According to the of-
ficials, Hossain is living
in Islamabad with his
daughter while his wife
and son were in Dhaka.

No official in the Pa-
kistani high commission
was immediately avail-
able for comments over
the impasse.

Pakistan apparently
has delayed the renew-
al of the visa after Dha-
ka refused to accept the
nomination of the new
high commissioner of Pa-
kistan to Bangladesh for
over a year.

In March 2018, Pa-
kistan Foreign Ministry
proposed Saqlain Syedah
as its new high commis-
sioner to Bangladesh.

Bangladesh re-
fused to accept Syedah’s
“agreement” (documents
related to proposal of

nomination) as Pakistan
high Commissioner.

Six months later, Ban-
gladesh verbally notified
Pakistan that it cannot
accept Syedah’s nomi-
nation, and asked for an
alternative nomination.
Pakistan has not come
up with any alternative
nominations yet.

The row over the
1971 war criminals’ tri-
als visibly prompted
Bangladesh not to clear
the credentials of the
proposed Pakistani high
commissioner to Dhaka.

Syedah is now ap-
pointed as high commis-
sioner to Kenya, accord-
ing to an announcement
by Pakistan Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi on Monday.

According to a report
in Pakistani media, the
foreign ministry made
a suggestion to Prime
Minister Imran Khan to
downgrade Bangladeshi
mission in Islamabad as
Pakistani mission in Dha-
ka was being run by a
consular level officer.

Pakistan’s  national
and provincial assem-
blies in recent years
passed several resolu-
tions while several of
their ministers too issued
statements protesting

e

trial of the top 1971 col-
laborators of Pakistani
troops in Bangladesh.

The move prompted
the foreign office in Dha-
ka to summon repeated-
ly Islamabad’s envoy to
be handed down protest
notes.

Five top collaborators
of the Pakistani army,
four being leaders of fun-
damentalist Jamaat-e-Is-
lami which opposed the
country’s 1971 indepen-
dence from Pakistan,
have so far been execut-
ed after their trial in Ban-
gladesh’s International
Crimes Tribunal.

The strained bilater-
al relations worsened in
2016 when Bangladesh
forced Islamabad to take
back three of its officials,
including a woman dip-
lomat, alleging their links
to Islamist militants.

Diplomatic negotia-
tions between the two
countries are at a stand-
still for a few years now
over Dhaka alleging Paki-
stani high commission of
financing terrorist activi-
ties in the country.

Foreign secre-
tary-level talks have not
taken place between the
two countries in the past
four years now.

Indian scales two of world’s highest mountains in just six days

KATHMANDU, MaAy 21
(PTI): A 28-year-old In-
dian climber has scaled
two mountains above
8,000 metres, including
the Mt. Everest, in just six
days during the ongoing
climbing season, Nepal-
ese media reported on
Tuesday.

Keval Hiren Kakka
touched the peak of
Mount Lhotse, world’s
fourth highest moun-
tain, on Tuesday.

The Mumbai-based
climber scaled Mt. Lho-
tse leading a team of the
nine-member expedition
at 6:30 am, Rishi Bhan-
dari, Managing Director
at Satori Adventures Pvt
Ltd, who organised the
expedition, said.

Kakka had on May 16
scaled Mount Everest,
The Himalayan Times re-
ported.

“He was a part of a
13-member expedition

led by Canadian climber
Mathews Vernon on Mt
Everest, Bhandari said.
Kakka started his
professional career in
climbing by organis-
ing expeditions to Mt
Deo Tibba (6,001m),
Mt Hanuman Tibba
(5,932m), Mt Friend-
ship (5,289m), Mt Lo-
buche East (6,019m), Mt
Stok Kangri (6,049m),
Mt Manaslu (8,163m)
among others, the re-

port said.

The climbing season
this year began on May
14 after an eight-mem-
ber team of Nepali moun-
tain guides successfully
scaled the Mount Ever-
est, becoming the sea-
son’s first team to open
the climbing route to the
world'’s highest peak.

The height of Mt. Ev-
erest is 8,848 metres,
while Mt. Lhotse is at
8,526 metres.

TMC meets EC
against BJP
demand for
deployment of
central forces
in West Bengal
till May 25

NEw DeLHI, MAYy 21
(PTI): Questioning the
BJP demand for deploy-
ment of central forces in
West Bengal till the Mod-
el Code of Conduct is in
place, a miffed Trinamool
Congress on Tuesday
asked the Election Com-
mission “if Emergency
has been declared” in the
state, sources said.

A delegation of op-
position leaders met the
EC and demanded ver-
ification of VVPAT slips
of randomly-selected
polling stations before
the counting of the votes
polled in the just-con-
cluded Lok Sabha elec-
tion begins on May 23.

TMC’s national
spokesperson and Rajya
Sabha member Derek O’
Brien raised the issue of
the central forces with
the EC and demanded
that the poll body take
action, the sources said.

“BJP’s minister an-
nounced that central
forces will be in Bengal
for one week more. Has
Emergency been de-
clared by the BJP in Ben-
gal? BJP-RSS members
disguised as central forc-
es are torturing citizens.
Why special rules for
Bengal. This is unaccept-
able,” O’ Brien was quot-
ed to have told the EC.

Addressing a press
conference on May 19,
Defence Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman had said
that the BJP was con-
cerned that voters were
being intimidated and
genuine voters were not
being allowed to cast
their votes.

“To address these is-
sues, BJP demands that
the central security forc-
es be deployed in the
state till the Model Code
of Conduct is in force,”
Sitharaman had said.
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ADMISSION ANNOUNCEMENT FOR 2001920 ACADEMIC SESSION
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Namgyal Institute of Tibetology
Gangtok, Sikkim
Ph: (03592) 281525 / 280822

BACHELOR OF SOWA RIGPA MEDICINE AND SURGERY (BSRMS) COURSE FOR

THE THIRD BATCH

Application in prescribed form is invited for the Bachelor of Sowa Rigpa Medicine and

Surgery (BSEMS) course for the academic session 20019-20 being organised by the Namgyal

Institute of Tibetology, Devrali

having profound knowledge of Sowa Rigpa to become qualified physicians and surgeons, 1o

preserve and revive the unigue system of nature based healing to benefit all mankind.

A, Qualifications required for admission:

a) Minimum qualification class | 2" standard pass preferably with science (Physics,

Chemistry & Biology) or any olher egquivalent examination recognised by

States/UTs and Central governments,

b} Fer forcign  students  any  other

recopnizedregisterad universities of their respective countries will be allowed.
¢) ANl candidates should be well versed in Tibetan grammar, composition,
Buddhist philosophy. Those candidates who fail to meet the required standard in
Tibetan language which includes grammar, literature and composition should be
prepared to undergo one year preparatory course in Tibetan grammar,

composition and literature before they become eligible to join the first year

Sowa Rigpa course.
B. Other criteria for admission:

d) Maximum age limit is 28 vears,

el All candidates must produce idemtification documents such as voter card,
Aadhaar card, Passport cte, In addition, local candidates must produce COLSSC
or such other legal documents 1o prove their local origin.

0 Maximum of & seats out of 10 seats will be reserved for local candidates holding
COVSSC subject to their qualification in the admission test. Incase they do not

qualify, the sems will be made available 1o others to the extent of remaining

VACANCY,

-

g

office or can be downloaded from the website

hi The lest dite for submission of application is T Junae, 20019,
i} The application should be accompanied by one Lime registration fee of Hs, 506

pavable by demand drafl (non refundable) in favour ol Director, Namgyal

Instilute of Tibetology, Deorali

deposited through online transfer in the account indicated below,
J¥  Security deposit of Rs. 1000 is required 1o be made by those who qualify for

admission, This will be refunded on the basis of ¢laim after gradeation,

C. Candidates may also submit their application online within 4% June, 2019 with scanned

copies of supporting documents,

iherwise copies of scll aested supporting documents should be submitted, where

essential along with the application form. An entrance test will be conducted 1w select the

candidates at the place and date indicated hercunder:
a) Wenue - Mamgyal Institute of Tibetology,
by Date = 24" June 2009
€1 Time = 1030 AN o 1208 PR
dy Subjects o be tested

lemer writing ete.) and composition in English.

Candidates who qualify in the written test will be called for viva vooe test at the

Mamgyal Instituie of Tibetology.

Joini Diirecior

Mamgyal Institute of Tibetology
Dieorali — Gangtok, 737 102

Sikkim { India)

Emal 1.h|cl.'lil|1||I~|kk|lr|j'g_g|lr:|ilL1l||1
Web site — www. tibetology.net

Fh. =91 3592 280 822

(M) +91 98320 31614

G et ‘e Bank details:-

Bank address: State Bank of India, Deorali Branch
Bank 1FSC code; SBINOME2ET
Agct, Mo 107704351300

Agct, name; Director, NLLT.

Cangtok, Sikkim (India). The aim is o produce graduates

equivalent

Admission form can be obtained from the Namgyal Institute of Tibetology

www libetology.net

Gangrok (Sikkim) or the amount may be

libetan reading. speaking, wriling (grammar, compasilion,

qualification  from




SummitTIMES | 22 May 2019

Sport&

Crisis-hit Sri Lanka far from sub-
continent force this World Cup

TAPAN MOHANTA
GUWAHATI, May 21
(PTI): From leadership
crisis to infighting in
team to poor results to
administrative mess, Sri
Lanka cricket has en-
dured all in run up to the
World Cup and the for-
mer champions require
no less than a miracle to
emerge a worthy chal-
lenger this time.

Always a dark horse
in this showpiece event,
Sri Lanka have an im-
pressive World Cup re-
cord with one title, two
runner-up finish and one
semifinal appearance but
this time they will start
as the weakest opponent.

With selectors axing
some big names includ-
ing Dinesh Chandimal
and Niroshan Dick-
wella, it will be Dimuth
Karunaratne, who last
played an ODI in the
2015 World Cup, will
lead the side.

Chandimal and Dick-
wella both led the side
in different formats till
early this year before
handing the baton to
Lasith Malinga under
whom they lost 12 games
on the trot.

That Sri Lanka have
seen nine captains in two
years across the formats,
speaks volumes about
the leadership crisis that
has struck them.

There are also cracks

within the team with An-
gelo Mathews having dif-
ferences with head coach
Chandika Hathurusing-
ha.

Left with little choice,
the Ashantha De Mel-
led selection committee
was forced to bring in
Karunaratne, who had
led them to a historic 2-0
Tests win in South Africa
in February this year, for
skipper’s role.

For coach Hathurus-
ingha however Chandi-
mal was the preferred
choice  for  captain-
cy. He had never kept
Karunaratne in ODI
scheme of things because
of his inability to keep
pace with the pace of the
ODI format.

So it remains to be
seen how the duo would
work in tandem.

Add the recent cor-
ruption charges against
legendary Sanath Jaya-
suriya among others, and
the Sri Lankan cricket
is in desperate times as
they never looked so un-
settled and in disarray.

It has reflected in
their poor performances
as they have lost 55 of
the 84 ODIs they played
since 2015 World Cup
and have not won a
single bilateral series
since May 2016, while
their last ODI win had
come way back in Octo-
ber last year.

Their worst result
came in 2017 when they
lost to minnows Zimba-
bwe 2-3 in a five-match
ODI series. They have
lost all eight ODIs they
have played this year.

Going by their woeful
form in the recent past, it
would not come as a sur-
priseifteamslike Afghan-
istan and Bangladesh
stun the island na-
tion in the 10-team
World Cup where it’s
a round-robin league
to determine the semifi-
nalists.

0Odds heavily stacked
against them, the Sri
Lankan team will look
for inspiration from the
the duo of Mathews and
Malinga.

Removed from cap-

taincy, Malinga would
look to prove a point
being the best bowler
of the country as he will
be their key man in the
bowling.

By delivering a clin-
ical last over to win the
IPL for Mumbai Indians
recently, the 35-year-
old showed why he still
ranks among the best in
business as far as death
bowling is concerned.

Two of his three hat-
tricks have come in the
World Cup and Malin-
ga would once again
look to make an impact
if they are to make the
semifinals.

Former captain
Mathews will hope that
he remains injury-free
and play the role of a fin-

isher besides providing
breakthroughs with his
medium pace bowling.

Sri Lanka will expect
Thisara Perera to shine
with his all-round abil-
ity. He is their highest
run-getter in ODIs and
only second to Malinga in
terms of wickets,

Apart from these
players, Sri Lanka lack
experience. Lahiru Thiri-
manne, Milinda Siriward-
ana, Jeevan Mendis and
Jeffrey Vandersay have
not played ODI for long.

Behind the stumps
too Sri Lanka appear de-
pleted with their Kusal
Perera and Kusal Men-
dis earmarked for duty
when both players don’t
even keep wickets at do-
mestic level.

Sri Lanka have made
the knockouts every time
since 2003 but looking
at the present scenario it
will be a miracle of sorts
if they make the last-four
stage this time.

The Karunaratne-
led side will begin
their campaign against
New Zealand on June 1.

Sri Lanka Squad:
Dimuth Karunaratne
(c), Angelo Mathews,
Lasith Malinga, Thisara
Perera, Kusal Perera,
Dhananjaya de Silva,
Kusal Mendis, Isuru
Udana, Milinda Siri-
wardana, Avishka Fer-
nando, Jeevan Mendis,
Lahiru Thirimanne,
Jeffrey Vandersay, Nu-
wan Pradeep and Suran-
ga Lakmal.

Asian C’ships winner Gomathi
fails dope test, earlier breach
was not communicated by NADA

NEw DELHI, May 21
(PTI): Gomathi Mari-
muthu, who won the
800 metres gold at the
Asian  Championships
last month, was Tuesday
handed a provisional
suspension after be-
ing tested positive for a
banned substance.

The ‘A’ sample of the
30-year-old runner from
Tamil Nadu, who clocked
2 minute and 2.70 sec-
onds to win the gold on
April 22, has returned
positive for a steroid
in the test conducted
during the Asian Ath-
letics Championships in
Doha.

If her ‘B’ sample also
tests positive, she faces
a maximum ban of four
years -- as this will be
her first doping offence
-- while India will lose
a gold medal from the
Asian  Championships.
India had won three gold,
seven silver and as many
bronze medals in the
Asian Championships.

“Yes, Gomathi has
tested positive for a ste-
roid and she has been
placed under provisional
suspension,” a top source
told PTI on condition of
anonymity.

It is learnt that Go-
mathi had earlier tested
positive for a banned
substance in the sample
the National Anti-Doping
Agency collected in Pati-
ala during the March 15-
18 Federation Cup but
was not communicated
by the national anti-dop-

ing watchdog on time.

“We have learnt that
Gomathi also tested pos-
itive in the sample taken
during the Federation
Cup which was held in
mid March. But that re-
port is yet to reach us
even now, after more
than two months. That
report is on the way, we
have told.

“If the report was
handed to us on time,
she would have been
stopped from taking part
in the Asian Champion-
ships and the country
would have been saved
from this humiliation.

“We have no idea why
the NADA did not inform
us on Gomathi’s dope
positive result to us be-
fore the Asian Champi-
onships. There was more
than one month’s time in
between,” the AFI official
said.

Gomathi has been on
the national circuit for
some time but her tim-
ing has been mediocre.
Not a national camper,
Gomathi’s 2:03.21 per-
formance that gave her
a gold in the Federation
Cup in March raised
questions over her sud-
den improvement.

“She was not in the
national camp and that
is why we have been
emphasising on the re-
quirement that athletes
who have to take part in
the international events
should be from the na-
tional camp,” the official
said.

Dhoni’s role massive in India’s
WC campaign, says Shastri

MumBAl, MAy 21 (PTI):
Mahendra Singh Dhoni
will have a massive role
in India’s bid to regain
the World Cup, coach
Ravi Shastri said Tues-
day, harping on the vet-
eran’s ability to influence
the game’s little mo-
ments.

“Massive as it has al-
ways been,” Shastri told
reporters when asked
what he thinks would be
Dhoni’s role in the ICC’s
upcoming showpiece.

“He is right there, his
communication has been
fantastic. As a keeper, he
has shown over the years
that no one is better than
him in this format, not
just in taking catches, in-
flicting those run-outs or
stumping, these are little
moments in the game
which can change it on
the head and there was
no one better than him,”

he said.
Dhoni, who will be
playing in his fourth

World Cup, amassed 416
runs at an average of 83.2
in the last IPL and led
Chennai Super Kings to
the final, and Shastri said
he was impressed with
his footwork during the
league.

“It is great to see the
way he was moving in
the IPL especially when
he was batting, the foot-
work, the power with
which he was hitting the
shots, he will be a big
player in this World Cup,”
Shastri said at the team'’s
pre-departure press con-
ference.

Shastri said it would
be the most challenging
World Cup considering
the quality of the op-
position teams and the
change in format.

“It will be very chal-
lenging. If you look at
2014 and 2019 now, the
gap has become closer

between the teams. You
see what Afghanistan,
Bangladesh were in 2014
and what they are now,
so it is a strong compe-
tition. West Indies, on
paper, is as strong as any
other team,” he said.

The pitches in En-
gland have become flat-
ter over the years with
the recent ODI series, in-
volving the hosts and Pa-
kistan, witnessing scores
over 350 runs almost
regularly.

The former skipper
said India will have to
be flexible since over-
cast conditions can
change things at the
Old Blighty.

“I think our mantra
will be to be flexible
according to the con-
ditions because this
is one country in the
world where the pitch-
es may be flat but if
there is overcast con-
dition then you have to
be up for it,” he said.

“In no other coun-
try, overcast conditions
matter so much but in
England they do, London
might not make that dif-
ference but if you go up
north and it does get
overcast then you will
see things happen, so
we have to be ready for
that and prepare to be
flexible.”

Shastri believed India
shoudn’t try to do any-
thing differently and only
play to their potential.

“This team has played
good cricket in last five
years. They have been
striving for consistency.
They will not play any
differently because it is
World Cup. They need to
enjoy it and if they play
to their potential the Cup
can be ours,” he said.

Talking about the
bowling attack, the coach
said: “This is an experi-
enced unit. They have
been together for the
last 4-5 years, they have
bowled as a unit togeth-
er, they accomplished
what they set out to do in
Tests and the endeavour
will be the same here as
well, to complement each
other and keep the pres-
sure right through the 50
overs.”

Should World Cup
have play offs like the IPL
and Shastri responded in
the affirmative.

“I have always said
that, that’s why the IPL
format is fantastic, you
never know in future,
down the line, they (ICC)
might think of doing it
because of what exactly
you said, you know that
can happen, but at this
moment of time, we will
have to just say bad luck.”

Indian shuttlers suffer 2-3 loss to Malaysia in Sudirman Cup

NANNING, MAy 21 (PTI):
Sameer Verma suffered a
shocking straight-game
loss in men’s singles
on Tuesday as India
were stunned 2-3 by
a young Malaysia in
a group 1D match
to jeopardise their
hopes of reaching the
knockout stage of the
Sudirman Cup mixed

team championship
here.

Mixed doubles
pair of Satwiksairaj

Rankireddy and Ashwi-
ni Ponnappa produced
a brilliant performance
to outdo Malaysia’s
Goh Soon Huat and Lai

Shevon Jemie 16-21
21-17 24-22 in an hour
and 10-minute opening
match to give Indiaa 1-0
lead.

But India’s decision
to field world no 13
Sameer instead of Kid-
ambi Srikanth in men’s
singles backfired as the
former couldn’t get go-
ing against Lee Zii Jia,
losing 13-21 15-21 in
48 minutes to allow Ma-
laysia level the scores
1-1.

Olympic and world
championship silver
medallist P V Sindhu
then steamrolled Goh
Jin Wei 21-12 21-8 in

35 minutes to bring In-
dia back on track but
doubles pair of Manu
Attri and B Sumeeth
Reddy lost narrowly
20-22 19-21 to Aaron
Chia and Teo Ee Yi.
With India and Ma-
laysia level at 2-2, Ash-
wini once again took the

court -- two hours af-
ter her mixed doubles
match -- alongwith N
Sikki Reddy but the
women’s doubles pair

couldn’t get across
the world no 13 pair
of Chow Mei Kuan and
Lee Meng Yean, losing
11-21 19-21.

Eighth seeded In-
dia’s hopes will now rest
on their next match when
they take on the mighty
China Wednesday.

China boosts of
All England cham-
pion Chen Yufei and
world no 2 Shi Yuqi
besides three formi-
dable doubles pairs --
all figuring the world’s
top 10 and it will take a
miraculous effort from
India to overcome the
10-time champions.

India had reached
the quarterfinals
in the 2011 and
2017 editions of the
Sudirman Cup.

New docu captures back story of 2019 polls; to
premiere soon on National Geographic channel

NEw DELHI, MaAy 21
(PTI): From the highest
echelon of the Election
Commission to booth
level officers, and from
the topmost political
leaders to ground-lev-
el party workers, a
new documentary has
captured the dramatic
events during the sev-
en-phase Lok Sabha
polls and the challeng-
es in carrying out the
mammoth democratic
exercise.

The 2019 gener-
al election saw 8,049
candidates across the
country battle it out
for getting berths in
Parliament.

National Geograph-
ichas shot the film over
the last few months
capturing the high-oc-
tane drama during
campaigning period
and crucial moments
in parties’ war rooms,
and also shines a light
on the role of social
media in the just-con-
cluded polls.

“The multi-crew
production shot at 37

locations across the
length and breadth of
the country tells the
tale of the largest dem-
ocratic exercise in the
world,” a spokesperson
of the network said.

Some of the cities
shot during the film
are -- Varanasi, Ame-
thi, Nagpur, Salem and
Bishing, the official
said.

“From the highest
echelons of the Election
Commission to booth
level officers (BLOs),
from the topmost polit-
ical leaders to ground
level party workers,
from first-time voters
to 100-year-old vot-
ers, there is absolutely
nothing that cameras
have not covered to
bring the story of the
world’s largest elec-
tions that had the en-
tire world enthralled,”
the National Geograph-
ic said in a statement.

The seven-phased
election which began
on April 11 ended on
May 19, and counting
of votes will take place

on May 23.

“The film captures
key political leaders
on their campaign
trail. The cameras also
take viewers behind
the scenes of political
party’s war rooms, to
a ring side view of gar-
gantuan political ral-
lies, examine the role
of social media and
cover new technology
in wooing the voters
and unravel the trail
that leads to Parlia-
ment,” the spokesper-
son said.

The official said the
huge size of the elec-
torate, large number of

NATIONAL

GEOGRAPHIC
CHANNEL

poll officials also made
the story of the world’s
largest democratic ex-
ercise, an incredible
one.

While much of the
world realises the na-
ture and scale of con-
ducting elections in In-
dia, the National Geo-
graphic team has trav-
elled to the heart of the
country to capture the
very grassroots stories,
the network said.

“The  documenta-
ry further spans high
power corridors of
the Election Commis-
sion’s office in Delhi,
remote locations on

the Indo-China bor-
der, densely populat-
ed bylanes of Uttar
Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu, highly sensitive
areas of Chhattisgarh
and thick forests of Sun-
derbans, covering the
expanse of a geograph-
ically and socio-politi-
cally diverse country,”
the statement said.

The documentary,
yet to be titled, will pre-
miere soon on the Na-
tional Geographic chan-
nel, the network said.

Gayatri Yadav, Pres-
ident and Head-Con-
sumer Strategy and
Innovation, Star India
said, “National Geo-
graphic is excited to
tell a story of democ-
racy that is relevant to
the world over.”

“For the first time,
viewers will get to un-
derstand the complexi-
ties and vastness of the
largest democratic ex-
ercise in the world and
every Indian will feel
proud of being a part
of this incredible jour-
ney,” Yadav said.
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OECD cuts global growth forecast
as US-China tensions rise

PARIS, MAY 21 (AFP):
The OECD on Tuesday
cut its forecast for the
world economy, urging
governments to resolve
their trade disputes as
the latest flare-up in
the China-US trade war
threatens to crimp global
growth.

“Governments must
act urgently to reinvigo-
rate growth that benefits
all,” the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation
and Development said as
it pared back its forecast
for global growth to 3.2
percent this year from
3.3 percent earlier.

“Resolve trade dis-
putes through increased
international  coopera-
tion while fixing the in-
ternational rules-based
system,” the OECD said.

“Invest in infrastruc-
ture, digital transforma-
tion and skills to meet
tomorrow’s challenges.
In the euro area, com-
bine structural with fis-
cal policies to stimulate
activity.”

The OECD’s updated
forecasts did not take
directly into account
the latest flare-up in the
long-running trade war
between Washington
and Beijing, “insofar that

there is still a great deal
of uncertainty about the
length of time (tariffs)
will remain in place and
the future evolution of
the trade relationship be-
tween the two countries,”
an OECD source told AFP.

Nevertheless, the
projections did “incor-
porate” the increased
uncertainty  generated
by the trade tensions, the
source said.

As both Washington
and Beijing slap trade
tariffs on more and more
of each other’s goods,
President Donald Trump
has barred US companies
from engaging in tele-
communications trade
with foreign companies
said to threaten Ameri-
can national security.

US internet giant
Google, whose Android
mobile operating sys-

tem powers most of the
world’s smartphones,
then announced that it
was beginning to cut ties
with China’s Huawei,
which Washington con-
siders a national security
threat.

While the OECD
pared back its global
growth forecast for the
current year, it predicted
a pick-up in activity to
3.4 percent next year.

It notched up its fore-
cast for US growth this
year by 0.2 percentage
point to 2.8 percent, but
predicted a slowdown to
2.3 percent next year.

Chinese growth was
projected to slow to 6.2
percent this year and 6.0
percent next year.

The outlook for the
euro area growth was
unchanged at 1.2 percent
this year.

Australia govt says it won't
break election tax pledge

CANBERRA, May 21
(AP): Australia’s new-
ly reelected adminis-
tration says its prom-
ise to slash income
taxes might be deliv-
ered late but won’t be
broken as the govern-
ment hopes to stimu-
late consumer spend-
ing and revive a flag-
ging economy.
Treasurer Josh
Frydenberg said Tuesday

passing the legislation
that would reduce the
annual tax bill of 10
million Australians
by 1,080 Australian
dollars (USD 740) is
the government’s first
priority when Parlia-
ment resumes once
the vote counting
from Saturday’s elec-
tion is finished.

Prime Minister Scott
Morrison chose the latest

possible date to call an
election that delivered
his conservative coali-
tion a surprise victory.

But the timing
means he probably
won’t be able to recall
Parliament to pass the
tax cuts before July 1
when Morrison prom-
ised during the elec-
tion campaign that the
lower tax rate would
take effect.

Indonesia’s Joko Widodo wins

second term a

JAKARTA, MAY 21 (AFP):
Indonesia’s Joko Widodo
has been re-elected as
president of the world’s
third-biggest democracy,
the elections commission
said early Tuesday, beat-
ing rival Prabowo Sub-
ianto, a retired general
who has vowed to chal-
lenge any victory for the
incumbent leader.

The commission was
expected to announce the
official results of the April
17 poll on Wednesday in
the Southeast Asian na-
tion of 260 million.

But amid fears about
unrest and street demon-
strations in response to
the final count, the final
tally was released early
with little advance notice.

Widodo and his
vice-presidential running
mate Ma'ruf Amin won the
election by a 55.5 per cent
to 44.5 per cent margin
over Subianto and Sandia-
ga Uno, the elections com-
mission said.

“This ruling was an-
nounced on May 21..
and will be effectively
immediately,” the com-
mission’s chair  Arief
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Budiman said in a live
streamed announcement
that was broadcast on
major media.

Widodo, 57, had been
widely predicted to win
according to unofficial
results.

His challenger Sub-
ianto, 67, has vowed to
challenge any victory for
Widodo, alleging wide-
spread voter fraud, and
warned that it could spark
street protests across the
world’s biggest Muslim
majority nation.

Some 32,000 security
personnel were being de-
ployed across the capital
Jakarta, including in front
of the General Elections
Commission’s downtown
office which has been bar-
ricaded with razor wire.

Tensions have also

s president

been heightened after po-
lice said Friday that they
have arrested dozens of
Islamic-State linked ter-
ror suspects, including
some who planned to
detonate bombs at politi-
cal demonstrations when
election results were to
be announced.

Last month, Indone-
sia held its biggest-ever
election, a massive one
day poll featuring more
than 190 million regis-
tered voters and a record
245,000 candidates vy-
ing for the presidency,
parliamentary seats and
local legislator positions.

This year’s campaign
was punctuated by bitter
mudslinging and a slew
of fake news online --
much of it directed at the
presidential contenders.

LILONGWE, MAy 21
(AFP): Malawi goes to
the polls on Tuesday
after a closely-fought
election campaign, with
President Peter Muthari-
ka battling to hold off
two serious rivals in a
race that focused on cor-
ruption allegations and
economic development.

Mutharika, who has
been in power since
2014, will face opposi-
tion from his own dep-
uty Saulos Chilima and
former baptist preacher
Lazarus Chakwera.

“We have set Malawi
on the path of progress,”
Mutharika, 78, told sev-
eral thousand cheering
supporters of his ruling
Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP) in Blantyre
at his final campaign
rally at the weekend.

His bid for a second
term has focused on the
economy and his record
of improving road and
electricity  infrastruc-
ture across the south-
eastern African country.

Under Mutharika,
inflation has fallen from
23 percent to below
nine per cent, but still
only 11 percent of the
population has access
to electricity.

The election is
the first since a new
law forced parties to
declare large dona-
tions and banned the
once-common practice
by candidates of giving

cash handouts.

Polling starts at
06:00am (0400 GMT)
on Tuesday.

Food shortages,
power outages and bal-
looning external debt
have hurt Mutharika’s
popularity ahead of the
vote.

He faces a strong
challenge from Chakw-
era, leader of the main
opposition Malawi Con-
gress Party (MCP), who
came a narrow second
in the 2014 election.

Ahead of the vote,
Chakwera told AFP that
he expected “nothing
less than victory -- we
are winning.” Muthari-
ka’s other opponent,
Chilima, quit the rul-
ing party last year to
form the youth-focused
United Transformation
Movement, while stay-
ing on as vice president.

Under Malawi law,
the president cannot
fire the vice president.

Chilima, 46, empha-
sised his youth creden-
tials by doing push-ups
on stage during the

campaign.
More than half of the
6.8-million registered

voters are under 35.

Dan Banik, a politics
professor at the Univer-
sity of Malawi, told AFP
that the election posed
many questions.

“What will happen
when a winner is de-
clared by a narrow mar-
gin?” he said.

“How will losing
presidential candidates
take defeat? Will sup-
porters of the incum-
bent DPP peacefully ac-
cept losing?” he asked.

Banik said that the
election commission and
the courts could be se-

verely tested by counting
complaints after polling
day on Tuesday, when
voters will also choose

lawmakers and local
councillors.

In Malawi’s “win-
ner takes all” system,

Mutharika won in 2014
with just 36 per cent of
the vote.

He came to pow-
er in the aid-depen-
dent country vowing
to tackle corruption
after the “Cashgate”
scandal erupted a
year earlier, revealing
massive looting from
state coffers.

But his govern-
ment has been dogged
by several high-pro-
file cases of corrup-
tion and nepotism.

Last November,
Mutharika himself
was forced to return a
200,000 donation from

a businessman facing
a corruption case in a
3-million contract to
supply food to the Mala-
wi police.

“It will even be more
uncertain and tight than
last time. It could under-
mine the legitimacy of
the winning candidate,”
said Michael Jana, a Ma-
lawi politics specialist
at Johannesburg’'s Uni-
versity of the Witwa-
tersrand.

Malawi won inde-
pendence from Britain
in 1964, and was then
ruled by Hastings Banda
as a one-party state un-
til the first multi-party
elections in 1994.

The country, which
has a population of 18
million people, has one
million adults living with
HIV -- one of the highest
HIV prevalence rates in
the world.

Christchurch
attacker charged
with terrorism:
police

WELLINGTON, MAy 21
(AFP): The man accused
of shooting dead 51 Mus-
lim worshippers in the

Christchurch mosque
attacks was formally
charged with terror-

ism for the first time on
Tuesday, New Zealand
police said.

In addition to the
terror Charge, Brenton
Tarrant also faces 51
charges of murder and
40 of attempted mur-
der over the March 15
attacks that rocked the
South Pacific nation.

“The charge will al-
lege that a terrorist act
was carried out in Christ-
church,” police said in a
statement.

New Zealand Prime
Minister Jacinda Ard-
ern has characterised
the mosque Kkillings as
“a well-planned terror-
ist attack” since the day
Tarrant, a self-described
white supremacist, al-
legedly carried them out.

But until now the
charges against him
were less expansive, as
New Zealand’s Terrorism
Suppression Act was only
introduced in 2002 and
is untested in the courts.

Police said the de-
cision to lay the terror
charge more than two
months after the attack
was made following con-
sultation with prosecu-
tors and government le-
gal experts.

Tarrant, a 28-year-
old Australian, is cur-
rently in a high-security
prison undergoing tests
to determine if he is
mentally fit to stand trial for
the worst massacre in mod-
ern New Zealand history.

His next court ap-
pearance is scheduled for
June 14.

Police said they had
met survivors and vic-
tims’ families Tuesday
to explain the additional
charges.

US delays Huawei ban for

WASHINGTON, MaAy
21 (AFP): US officials
have delayed a ban on
American technolo-
gy exports to Chinese
tech giant Huawei un-
til mid-August, saying
the time was needed
to allow for software

updates and other con-
tractual obligations.

De-
partment filing Mon-
the delay
does not change the

A Commerce

day said
ban imposed by Pres-
ident Donald Trump

on national security

grounds, an action with
major implications for
US and Chinese tech-
nology firms.

The document said
authorities would not
enforce the ban for 90
days to give Huawei
and its partners time

90 days

“to maintain and sup-
port existing and cur-
rently fully operational
networks and equip-
ment, including software
updates and patches,
subject to legally bind-
ing contracts and agree-
ments... on or before May
16,2019.
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Excited for Ilera I'Ilerl J: Suniel snettv

MuMmBAI, MAYy 21 (PTI): Suniel Shet-
ty says he is excited about work-
ing on the third film in the “Hera
Pheri” franchise and the team will
start working on the film by the
end of this year.

Directed by Priyadarshan,
“Hera Pheri” released in 2000 and
also featured veteran actor Paresh
Rawal and Akshay Kumar.

It revolved around a quirky,
kind-hearted garage owner Baburao
Ganpatrao Apte (Rawal), a cunning loaf-
er Raju (Kumar) and a struggling pau-
per Shyam (Shetty).

The trio returned with a sequel “Phir
Hera Pheri” in 2006, which was directed
by Neeraj Vora.

“Talks are on with Priyadarshan
for the third part. It should happen
by the end of the year. There is a lot
of discussion around it. [ am excited
for it,” Shetty told PTI in an inter-
view.

The 57-year-old actor said he
loved the part one but did not enjoy

the second film that much.

“People loved and related to the hon-
esty, simplicity and the struggle of these
three men in the film and found humour
in struggle.

“I don’t love ‘Phir Hera Pheri’ as
much as I liked the first one. (It had)
honesty, great writing and the pure ge-
nius of Priyadarshan,” he said.

Shetty, who was last seen in Sidharth

Malhotra’s “A Gentleman” (2017), said
he wants work in good films.

“I am looking forward to doing a lot
of good work, be it here or in the south
in the few years. [ am doing roles that
suit me,” he said.

“I am doing a film in Kannada, Tamil,
Telugu and Malayalam languages. These
are interesting films. I will talk about
them when the time is right,” he added.

‘Game of Thrones' finale
sets viewership record

MumMBAI, MAY 21 (PTI): Punjabi superstar Diljit Dosanjh be-
lieves his film industry has grown a lot in the past seven years,
both in terms of content and viewership.

The 35-year-old actor, who is one of the biggest names in
the Punjabi entertainment scene, credited overseas audience
for the growth of the industry.

“The Punjabi film industry has grown immensely in the
past seven-eight years and has reached newer heights in

Los ANGELES, MAY
21 (PTI): A record
19.3 million viewers

tuned in for the final
episode of “Game of
Thrones”, which end-
ed its spectacular run
as one of the most
loved and pirated

shows in television

terms of content and also expanding its audiences worldwide,
and that’s a great thing. | hope the industry keeps growing in
this positive direction.

“We are not only having a great audience for Punjabi films
in north India but we are also seeing growth in other places
like Mumbai, Pune, Bengaluru, Kolkata, Indore, etc. And the
overseas audiences have always been good for us. Without
them we couldn’t have taken Punjabi cinema to such heights,”
Diljit said in a statement.

The actor will next be seen in Punjabi film “Shaada”, which
revolves around a man and a woman who are past the eligible
age of marriage.

Diljit, who will be starring opposite Neeru Bajwa in the
movie, said the story challenges the norms associated with
the institution of marriage.

“Shadaa” is written and directed by Jagdeep Sidhu and is
produced by Atul Bhalla, Amit Bhalla, “Kesari” director Anu-
rag Singh, Aman Gill and Pawan Gill.

It releases on June 21.

history on a bittersweet note on Sunday.

Titled “The Iron Throne”, the Sunday episode broke the
record set by its previous episode “The Bells”, for which 18.4
million viewers had tuned in.

With 13.6 million tuning in for the show on HBO alone, the
show has become the most-watched telecast in the network’s
history, CNN reported. Despite the record numbers of view-
ers, the final season has been one of the worst reviewed in the
series’ history, with a record number of fans even petitioning
HBO to remake it with “competent writers”.

TALK SHOW TIME! The actress, Bryce
Dallas Howard is cool in a red top and
maroon skirt on Lorraine in London.
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MUMBAI, MI.\Y 21 (PTI): Actor Anupam .Kher has slgmmed : Admissions Dpen

Vivek Oberoi for sharing a meme about Aishwarya Rai Bach- - PROGRAMMES OFFERED :

chan’s personal life and called it shameful and in poor taste. - 1

Oberoi apologised for sharing the meme and deleted the . cnmnncnew, ;:‘ _

controversial tweet after being severely criticised on soc1al . HOSPITALITY

media. . and )
Los ANGELES, MAY 21 (PTI): Sci-fi drama version,” the writer duo said in a statement. When asked Kher about it, the actor told reporters, “It’s by fipicsicprice -
“Humans” will not be returning for a fourth Brackley and Vincent thanked fans for their + yery shameful. It's as simple as that. He shouldn’t have done e *
season, the creators have announced. support and regretted they were unable to - that, [t’s absolutely not cool” . Free Counselling

Contact
GANGTOK CENTRE
\ [5+91 62-955-08797
Our Star Recruiters
- IndiGo s

AIRLINES

Writers Jonathan Brackley and Sam Vincent
shared the news on Twitter on Monday.

The series, that ran on Channel 4 and
AMC, was fronted by “Crazy Rich Asians” star
Gemma Chan.

“Sadly, there won’t be a fourth season of
Humans. In this age of unprecedented choice
and competition, we can have no complaints.

“keep the story going for the people thatlove it".
The end for the series is a surprise as
last year executive producer Emma Kings-
man-Lloyd told Deadline that there was no
end in sight for the show.
The writers admitted they know “we left

The actor was speaking at the trailer launch of his upcom- ¢
ing “One Day”. His co-star, actor Esha Gupta, also slammed *
Oberoi and said the tweet is a reflection of who he is. :

“It just shows your mentality, specially if you're getting a -
minor involved. It’s not in good taste at all. It just shows how
he is. It doesn’t reflect on what others are. It was shameful” -

she said. -+ spicgfei

oo o0

some threads hanging”.

JET AIRWAYS

Channel 4 and AMC were the perfect part. “That was the way we always wrote the Oberoi, who reportedly dated the former Miss World in . TR G
nors. They supported the show bI;illiantl}II)and show. Maybe one day we'll get a chance to earlyIZOOOs, cf)n Mo.nda};fposted a}tlneme.o;l ;‘V\lntter v}\(’gh threg : .A:f Mﬁrﬁﬂa # L i
above all let us make three seasons. We're ~Pick them back up. If there’s anyone out there gatr;leirsé (‘),\I,li(:h il;:;xla%ya{?,hirslg;nzr valltlishskm::d d;L?gl?tI:er . erns B ITC HOTELS Lo juep cRowNE pLAZA
gutted, of course, but we were so lucky. We with a few million quid and an interest in Al Aaradhya. : o

5 o —
ITC HOTELS 'm-...;--.;g

3} g gangtok{@jettwings.com

stories, we're all ears. DM us Elon. Thanks for £MERIDIEN g - ;oe
watching,” they further said.

The third season of “Humans” pre-
miered in the US in June 2018 and in the UK

in May same year.

got to make the show we wanted to make, for

24 episodes...

“So here’s to every last actor, director, writ-
er, producer, exec, commissioner, DoP, editor,
composer, crew member and the unfailingly
generous Swedish team behind the original

The meme was a take on the 2019 Lok Sabha election, the
results of which will be declared on Thursday.
Opp- Hanchan Bhog
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THE DAY AHEAD

ARIES: Take time today to get your fi-
nances in order, Aries—even if you’re
not in a number-crunching mood. No one
loves facing the monetary music, but ig-
noring those bills and impulse-shopping
like there’s no tomorrow could leave you
in the red. No one’s telling you to can-
cel that fancy trip to Tulum or to halt all
spring shopping.

TAURUS: Looking to change things up?
That big transformation might finally hap-
pen, Taurus—though it may not play out ex-
actly as you imagined. Tectonic shifts could
cause unexpected aftershocks as the Sun and
unpredictable Uranus hold their annual sum-
mit, this year in YOUR sign and your first
house of identity.

GEMINI: Draw the blinds and hang the Do
Not Disturb sLook inward, Gemini. Today
marks a rare and potent cosmic concord, but
you’ll need to be proactive to benefit from
it. The ego-driven Sun meets up with radical
Uranus in your twelfth house of the uncon-
scious and healing. The stars will support you
if you need to confront deep-seated issues or
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unhealthy habits. You might want tap a coach,
therapist or healer because these types of prob-
lems can be complex and difficult to unpack.
Keep a journal on your nightstand: Psychic
messages may come through in your sleep.
CANCER: You’ll be the life of the party,
Cancer, as the Sun dances its annual do-si-
do with shock, jock Uranus in your eleventh
house of group activity. Your charms are
irresistible today, as you give everyone in
your path a dose of your flattering attention.
Whether you’re chatting up your boss at
work or bantering with a waiter at dinner, no
one will be able to resist your allure.

LEO: Set your sights on that brass ring!
This Saturday, the Sun enters Taurus and
ignites your career zone until May 20. For
the next four weeks, lean all the way into
your loftiest goals. Flaunt your sign’s nat-
ural leadership skills and rub elbows with
industry leaders and VIPs. Since el Sol
will gift you with added charisma, there’s
no need to downplay your ambitions.
LIBRA: On Saturday, the sizzling Sun slides
into Taurus and your sultry eighth house,

cranking up the spring fever. Until May 20,
your superpower is drawing sexy admirers
like moths to a flame. But adding another
notch to your Gucci belt isn’t the end goal
here since the eighth house is all about play-
ing for keeps. Single Libras are far more in-
terested forming an intense and lasting bond
with someone special.

VIRGO: It’s good to be cautious, Virgo,
but are you playing it a bit TOO safe? As the
life-giving Sun forms its annual alignment
with irrepressible Uranus, you’ll be inspired to
explore new frontiers. Your heart is open, and
you’re ready to dive into the unknown, whether
that’s a budding friendship, a foreign locale or a
life-changing workshop.

SCORPIO: This Saturday, the Sun slides into
your seventh house of committed partnerships,
activating your urge to merge. But does your
highly selective sign need to lower the bar
just a little? Nobody will ever meet ALL your
criteria. You could do yourself a disservice by
dismissing someone over a few petty flaws.
For the next four weeks, bring more balance
to friendships, romance and business alliances.

SAGITTARIUS: Hang up your hedo-
nist’s hat, Archer. After a wild and carefree
month of excess, the Sun glides into Taurus
and your healthy sixth house from Saturday
until May 20. Skip the extra Americano and
opt for a matcha latte or fresh smoothie for
clean, green energy. Fill your plate with
fresh veggies and cut back on animal prod-
ucts, excess salt and sugar. Incorporate more
self-care into your regimen: daily move-
ment, massage, acupuncture or even a trip
to the spa!

CAPRICORN: Lights, camera, action!
This Saturday, the confident Sun blasts into
Taurus and your passionate fifth house,
setting the stage for romance and fame.
But don’t expect it to happen while you
hide in the shadows, Cap. You’re going to
have to step out in a big way before May
20, wearing your heart on your sleeve and
unabashedly expressing yourself. Work
this cosmic charisma to your advantage
and turn up the charm dial to maximum.
You could find yourself in front of some
serious power players during this phase,

and you’ll want to be ready for anything!
AQUARIUS: Personal transformation is
the name of the game today, as the Sun and
your emancipated co-ruler Uranus align
in your fourth house of home and family.
They say, “There are no secrets that time
does not reveal,” so why not get a healing
head start and divulge them yourself? If
you’ve been longing to get closer to a rel-
ative or newish friend, carpe diem. Meet
for dinner or schedule a long phone call to-
night. Has a negative energy invaded your
inner circle? !

PISCES: Incoming breakthroughs! Today,
the Sun teams up with transformation-
al Uranus in your third house of ideas
and communication. In a surprising plot
twist, a life-changing revelation could
emerge out of “innocuous” small talk.
Don’t censor yourself if you know this
realization could help others. Share your
white-light moment with everyone from
your office friends to your social media
squad. This is why people consider you a
role model and inspiration.
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