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Daily cases come in below 
100 for fourth time this week

N'tl Gorhaland Comm meets 
Dhankar with Gorkhaland demand

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 24 Jun:

The number of daily 
new cases in Sikkim 

came in at two-digits to-
day, a dip that has been 
seen only 11 times in the 
past 62 days the second 
wave of Covid has been 
among us. What should 
ease nerves some more 
is that this was the fourth 
time this week alone that 
new cases have been be-
low hundred. This new, 
however, come tempered 
with news that the State 
also lost two more lives 
to the virus in the past 24 
hours, taking the State's 
Covid death toll to 298. 
To get a sense of how bru-
tal the second wave has 
been, one should bear in 
mind that 54% [162] of 
the Covid deaths in the 
State have occurred in 
the second wave.

As per the Daily 
Report of Covid-19 in 
Sikkim released by the 

Integrated Disease Sur-
veillance Programme of 
the Health Department 
released today, 92 new 
cases of Covid-19 were 
detected in the State in 
the last 24 hours from 
the testing of 652 sam-

ples. This gives Sikkim 
a Test Positivity Rate of 
14.10%.

That said, Sikkim 
continued its reassur-
ing record of post more 
recoveries than new 
cases with 198 former-

ly Covid-positive people 
completing their home 
isolation and getting 
discharged. Sikkim's 
count of recovered cas-
es of COVID-19 has now 
reached 16,850. The total 
number of confirmed cas-

es of Covid recorded in the 
State thus far is 19,681. 

Of the currently ac-
tive cases - 2,282 - seven-
teen more were admitted 
to hospital today, taking 
the number of Covid pa-
tients in hospital to 96, 
of whom 14 are in ICU. 
Most of the Covid-posi-
tive people - 2,186 - are 
in home or facility iso-
lation on their way to 
recovery with either no 
symptoms or symptoms 
mild enough not to re-
quire hospitalisation.

Of the 92 new cases, 
35 were found in RT-PCR 
testing of 140 samples, 
while 54 more tested 
positive for COVID-19 in 
rapid antigen testing of 
502 samples and three 
were detected in TruNat 
testing of 10 samples. 
While 52 new cases were 
registered in East District, 
25 were in West District, 
14 in South District and 
one in North District.

SMRITA KHAWAS
Darjeeling , 24 Jun:

A delegation of Nation-
al Gorkhaland Com-

mittee members met 
West Bengal Governor 
Jagdeep Dhankar here 
today and submitted a 
petition demanding that 
Darjeeling be granted 
statehood as Gorkhaland 
or be upgraded to a 

Union Territory from its 
district status. 

Trilok Dewan, vice 
chairperson of the NGC, 
informed that they de-
cided to intensify their 
demand after word 
about plans to separate 
North Bengal from the 
State, obviously being 
actively promoted by 
the Governor and BJP, 

started circulating. 
"We are in support of 

separating North Bengal 
from West Bengal State 
because we are aware 
of the sufferings of the 
people from Terai and 
the Doars, but we cannot 
be a part of North Bengal 
and hence our demand 
for statehood has been 
intensified," he said.

Vaccination drive of Special School 
for Children with Disabilities

SAGAR CHHETRI
Gangtok, 24 Jun:

A special COVID-19 
vaccination drive for 

residents of the Special 
School for Children with 
Disabilities was carried 
out at its premises at 
Shyari on Thursday. A to-
tal of 36 special children 
in the age group 18 to 44 
years of the centre were 
vaccinated for COVID-19 
during this day-long spe-
cial vaccination drive.

Minister for Social 
Justice & Welfare De-
partment [SJWD], Dr MK 
Sharma along with Sec-
retary, Tsewang Gyach-
ho and other officials of 
SJWD were also present 
during the vaccination 
drive.

Speaking to media 
persons, the Minister 
mentioned that the gov-
ernment has been trying 
to cover every person in 
the state with COVID-19 

vaccination. He added 
that it was difficult for 
differently abled persons 
to go to vaccination sites 
so the department has 
taken this special initia-
tive by bringing the vac-
cination team to their 
doorsteps. He mentioned 
that the department 
would cover residents of 
old age homes and other 
centers who cannot go 

to vaccination sites with 
such special vaccination 
drives in a phase-wise 
manner.

The Minister men-
tioned that the state gov-
ernment has been work-
ing sensibly to support 
differently abled per-
sons in the State. He also 
thanked the Chief Minis-
ter for working for differ-
ently abled persons on 

priority basis to support 
them to live a normal life 
in the society. 

Differently abled per-
sons with benchmark dis-
ability of 40% and above 
are eligible for the pension 
scheme, he informed.

He added that under 
Indira Gandhi Nation-
al Disability Pension 
Scheme, the Centre was 
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Scientists write to President, say proposed 
law is "Against Lakshadweep's Culture"

Kochi, 24 Jun [PTI]: The proposed Lakshad-
weep Development Authority Regulation of 
2021 (LDAR) is highly problematic and will work 
against existing legal provisions that safeguard 
the resilience of Lakshadweep's ecology,

livelihood and culture, say a group of sci-
entists from different institutions who have 
worked on the islands for years.

In a statement issued on Thursday, the 
Lakshadweep Research Collective said it along 
with 60 other signatories from the scientif-
ic community have written to President Ram 
Nath Kovind seeking his intervention to with-
draw the "incautious draft" Lakshadweep De-
velopment Authority Regulation of 2021.

A collective of scientists and citizens, the 
Lakshadweep Research Collective, said they 
have done a thorough review of the implica-
tions of the LDAR. "In enabling take-over of 
local land, we find this draft regulation is not 

in consonance with existing laws, such as the 
Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Reset-
tlement Act, 2013, the Biological Diversity 
Act 2002, The Environment (Protection) Act, 
1986," the statement said.

It is also against the suggestions of the Jus-
tice Raveendran Committee recommendations 
set up by the Supreme Court (as approved and 
notified by the Ministry of Environment and 
Forests, in its Notification No.19011/16/91-
IA. III dated 23 October 2015, and the Lak-
shadweep Panchayats Regulation 1994), the 
collective said.

"The LDAR does not address India's commit-
ments towards the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals, marine protection goals un-
der the Convention on Biological Diversity, and 
the Ecotourism Guidelines 2019," it said.

Noting that Lakshadweep is a coral atoll, 
which means the islands are part of a living 

coral system, the scientists said this island sys-
tem is facing the impacts of climate change.

"Lakshadweep has experienced cata-
strophic climate change-related coral mass 
mortality events, straining the accretion and 
buffer capacity of the reefs. As just one exam-
ple, the reefs of the capital, Kavaratti, are al-
ready eroding more than they are growing.

Lakshadweep is not just ecologically frag-
ile but also socially progressive, and it needs 
a sustainable development framework," it said.

They said anyone who has lived or worked 
in Lakshadweep for any length of time will be 
aware of its special vulnerability.

"Surrounded by the ocean, barely a few 
metres above sea level, and with only the reef 
to protect it, it is clear that all development on 
these islands needs to be very carefully man-
aged. Over the last two decades we have per-
sonally witnessed the reefs being battered by 

repeated bleaching events and intense storms.
"How long it will take for these ecosystems 

to recover is anyone's guess. Given how linked 
land, lagoon and reef are in Lakshadweep, the 
development envisioned in the draft LDAR 
would be nothing short of disastrous," says Ro-
han Arthur, Senior Scientist, Nature Conserva-
tion Foundation.

In its current form, the LDAR keeps local is-
landers out of decision-making processes.

The LDAR embraces a questionable vision of 
development that is neither sustainable in de-
sign nor likely to improve local wellbeing or safe-
guard the future habitability of the archipelago.

Dr Naveen Namboothri, Director, Dakshin 
Foundation said the communities of the Lak-
shadweep Islands practise forms of social liv-
ing and collective action that has served them 
well against external adversity.
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India presses OPEC for affordable oil price
New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI): 
With domestic retail fuel 
prices jumping to record 
high on rising interna-
tional oil rates, India on 
Thursday pressed oil car-
tel OPEC for 'affordable' 
oil price within a 'reason-
able band' and that the 
producers should phase 
out production cuts.

OPEC nations such 
as Saudi Arabia have tra-
ditionally been India's 
principal oil source. But, 
OPEC and its allies, called 
OPEC+, ignoring its call 
for ease supply curbs 
had led to the world's 
third-biggest oil import-
er tap newer sources to 
diversify its crude oil im-
ports.

As a result, OPEC's 
share in India's oil im-
ports has dropped to 
about 60 per cent in May 
from 74 per cent in the 
previous month.

India's Petroleum 
Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan in virtual dia-
logue with OPEC secre-
tary general Mohammad 
Sanusi Barkindo reiter-
ated concerns over oil 
prices, which have shot 
up above USD 75 per 
barrel - the highest since 

April 2019. The spike has 
led to retail petrol and 
diesel prices climbing to 
a record high. Petrol is 
above the Rs 100 per li-
tre mark in 9 states and 
UTs, while diesel is being 
sold at over Rs 100 a litre 
in Rajasthan and Odisha.

"Minister Pradhan 
highlighted the impor-
tance of affordable and 
regular supplies of en-
ergy to drive economic 
and social progress, not-
ing that his country is a 
major consumer and im-
porter of oil," a statement 
issued by OPEC after the 
meeting said.

Later, a statement 
from the oil ministry said 
"Pradhan flagged con-
cerns over the increas-
ing crude oil prices and 
its impact on consumers 
as well as on smart eco-
nomic recovery. He em-
phasised that high crude 
prices are adding signif-
icant inflationary pres-
sure on India".

Both sides discussed 
recent oil market devel-
opments, trends in oil 
demand recoveries, eco-
nomic growth forecasts 
and overcoming energy 
challenges, among other 

issues of mutual interest.
"Pradhan reiterated 

his request of phasing 
out production cuts and 
also emphasised that 
crude prices should re-
main within a reasonable 
band, which will be in 
the collective interests of 
both consumers and pro-
ducers and will encour-
age a consumption-led 
recovery," the ministry 
statement said.

He also stressed that 
all forms of energy will 
be needed to address 
India's growing energy 
needs.

"The Minister, citing 
the growing cooperation 
between India and OPEC 
over the years, said: 'We 
regard OPEC as a vital en-
ergy partner,' expecting 
the ongoing cooperation 
to continue going for-
ward," as per the state-
ment by the oil cartel.

He noted that the 
ongoing cooperation 
comprises high-level di-
alogue and collaboration 
on the technical level.

In March, Pradhan 
and his Saudi Arabian 
counterpart were locked 
in a verbal duel after
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Google and 
Jio unveil 
budget 
phone "built 
for India"
New Delhi, 24 Jun 
[Bloomberg]: Billion-
aire Mukesh Ambani of 
Reliance Industries Ltd. 
unveiled the much-await-
ed JioPhone Next co-de-
veloped with Alphabet 
Inc.'s Google, a handset 
designed to target India's 
hundreds of millions of 
first-time smartphone 
users.

"An ultra-afford-
able 4G smartphone is 
essential," Mr Ambani 
told shareholders at Re-
liance's annual general 
meeting on Thursday, 
outlining the capabilities 
of the device that will run 
a re-engineered version 
of the Android operating 
system. Alphabet Chief 
Executive Officer Sundar 
Pichai joined remotely 
to say that the JioPhone 
was "built for India" and 
would deliver translation 
features, a voice assistant 
and a great camera.

Neither company 
leader disclosed a price 
for the handset, which 
will debut in the market 
on September 10, ahead 
of the country's peak 
shopping and gifting 
season. Both indicated 
plans to achieve a break-
through price.

Jio is India's leading 
telecom operator with 
over 423 million users of 
voice and data services. 
The new 4G-capable de-
vice will try to entice 
users of basic phones, 
those "trapped in the 
2G era," in Mr Ambani's 
words, to make the tran-
sition to more advanced 
hardware. For Google, it 
marks another effort to-
ward making Android
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LOST
I, Manita Karki Chettri, daughter of Ram Lall 
Karki Chettri, Resident of 8th Mile, Geyzing un-
der Geyzing Bermiok constituency, west Sikkim 
has lost her original Certificate of Identification 
(COI) bearing sl.no 620 volume number XI while 
travelling from Geyzing Bazar to Tikjuk DAC, 
west sikkim.

friendlier to more frugal devices and thus accessible 
to a wider audience of potential users of its services.

Google Cloud technologies will form the basis for 
Jio's upcoming 5G wireless solutions as well as serv-
ing the internal needs of online services such as Reli-
ance Retail and JioMart, Mr Ambani said.

Engineers from the two companies worked for 
more than nine months to co-develop the JioNext 
hardware specifications in sync with a modified ver-
sion of Android that would maintain a high-end ex-
perience without recourse to expensive components. 
The launch comes nearly a year after Google agreed to 
buy a $4.5 billion stake in Jio Platforms Ltd., the digital 
arm of Reliance Industries.

Global tech leaders like Google and Facebook Inc. 
have jumped on the Reliance bandwagon as they look 
for ways to grab a slice of the Indian market where 
an estimated 300 million first-time smartphone users 
are expected to start accessing the internet by 2025, 
according to the Internet and Mobile Association of 
India.

Asia's richest man, pursuing his own large-scale 
project of turning an oil-and-petrochemicals giant 
into a homegrown tech leader, presented the new de-
vice even as the plans to sell hundreds of millions of 
the Google-powered smartphone faced supply chain 
headwinds.

Standing in the way of the Google-Jio alliance will 
be China's fast-rising coterie of leading smartphone 
makers. Xiaomi Corp., Oppo, Vivo and OnePlus have al-
ready established their brands, credentials and some 
manufacturing facilities in India, with their domestic 
approach of high specs at low prices resonating well 
with the Indian consumer.

Google and Jio...

providing Rs.300 pension per month to differently 
abled persons of above 18 years with benchmark dis-
ability of 80% and above, while the State government 
has added Rs.1700 to provide the pension of Rs.2000 
every month.

The Minister mentioned that the Subsistence Al-
lowance has been renamed Chief Minister’s State Dis-
ability Pension Scheme and the existing pension has 
also been enhanced from Rs.1000 to Rs.1500, which 
covers differently abled persons with benchmark dis-
ability of 40 to 79% from the day of birth. He added 
that the state government has also covered differently 
abled persons of below 18 years with benchmark dis-
ability of 80% and above under this scheme.

The Minister informed that the state government 
has decided to provide Rs.1000 as conveyance allow-
ance to differently abled persons working in the gov-
ernment sector on temporary basis. This, he added, 
was totally ignored by the earlier government. 

Vaccination drive...

OPEC+ ignored India's plea to ease pro-
duction control.

Saudi energy minister Prince Ab-
dulaziz bin Salman asked New Delhi to 
instead use oil it bought at rock bottom 
rates last year.

Days later, Pradhan termed the 
statement as an "undiplomatic re-
sponse from a friendly nation".

Thereafter, his ministry asked re-
finers to look at sources outside of the 
Middle East for buying oil.

This led to imports from Saudi Ara-
bia, India's second-largest supplier 
after Iraq, slipping by about a quarter 
from a year earlier, while the United 
Arab Emirates slipped to being the sev-
enth-largest supplier from being No 3 
in April. Nigeria, another OPEC nation, 
is now the No 3 supplier.

But, the outbreak of the second 
wave of COVID-19 infections, which led 
to severe scarcity of hospital beds and 
medical oxygen, led to New Delhi court-
ing the Middle East nations for sourcing 
medical supplies.

"The Minister (Pradhan) also 
thanked OPEC member countries, in-
cluding the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates, for pro-
viding medical support during India's 
recent surge in COVID-19," the OPEC 
statement said.

OPEC said Barkindo and Pradhan 
discussed oil market developments.

"The videoconference was held as 
part of the (OPEC) Secretariat's regular 
consultation programme and outreach 
activities with oil-consuming countries, 

as well as other producers and industry 
stakeholders.

The discussions were part of the 
constructive relationship between 
OPEC and India, one of the world's larg-
est oil consumers," it added.

The consultations, it said, focused 
on "exchanging views and reviewing 
the conditions of the global oil market, 
emerging trends related to energy, the 
recovery prospects for the world econ-
omy and other topical issues".

Barkindo, in his remarks, highlight-
ed the improving outlook for the world 
economy and the global oil market.

OPEC's Monthly Oil Market Report 
for June projected that the global econ-
omy will grow by 5.5 per cent and oil 
demand will rise by 6 million barrels 
per day in 2021.

"The Secretary General additionally 
underlined the strategic role of the Dec-
laration of Cooperation (DoC) in over-
coming two global oil cycle downturns 
in 2015 and 2016, and in 2020, the lat-
ter caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.

He noted that Participating Coun-
tries have set up solid mechanisms to 
contribute to the return of oil market 
stability, including meeting on a month-
ly basis to review market conditions," it 
said.

The first high-level OPEC-India En-
ergy Dialogue was held in New Delhi in 
December 2015. The last and the fourth 
dialogue in the series was held via vid-
eoconference on November 5, 2020.

The next dialogue meeting is ex-
pected to take place later this year.

India presses OPEC...

Development on the islands need to 
see people and these ecological spaces 
as one unit, rather than severing their 
fragile ties," Namboothiri said.

According to Dipani Sutaria, an 
ecologist studying marine mammals in 
Lakshadweep with Divya Panicker and 
a team of islanders, Lakshadweep is a 
model for people-biodiversity coexis-
tence.

Research Fellow, Lancaster Envi-
ronment Centre, said the LDAR envisag-
es tourism in uninhabited islands with 
scant regard for biodiversity.

The Collective appealed to the Pres-
ident to restore and reinvigorate the 
Justice Raveendran Committee rec-
ommendations set up by the Supreme 
Court and ensure that they are robustly 
implemented and monitored.

It also appealed to establish a com-
mittee of scientists, policy makers and 
local representatives to re-evaluate the 
broader development plans and direc-
tions of which the LDAR is a part, in 
the context of Lakshadweep''s unique 
culture, ecological fragility and climate 
vulnerability.

Scientists write...

Agri Minister interacts 
with Gelling farmers

Gyalshing, 24 Jun (IPR): 
Minister for Agriculture, 
Horticulture and Animal 
Husbandry and Veterinary 
Services Departments, 
Lok Nath Sharma inter-
acted with the farmers of 
Gelling and peripheries 
under Salghari Zoom con-
stituency, West Sikkim. He 
was accompanied by Area 
MLA, Sunita Gazmer.

Addressing the farm-
ers, Minister Sharma 
announced to establish 
Milk Dairy Cooperative 
at Gelling and Lower Se-
gang within a week. 

Earlier, the farmers 
appraised the Minister on 
the increasing milk pro-
duction in the locality and 
demanded for opening of 
a dairy cooperative.

The Minister dis-
cussed the proposal with 
the Managing Director, 
Sikkim Milk Union Dr. 

AB Karki, over telephon-
ic call and came to con-
clusion to establish Milk 
Dairy Cooperative, with-
in a week. Minister Shar-
ma also urged the farm-
ers to collect milk of at 
least one hundred litres 

in the dairy cooperative.
The Minister expressed 

happiness on the increas-
ing interest of the farming 
community in Dairy and 
Livestock Farming Sector. 
He mentioned that the in-
volvement of youth age 

group in Dairy sector clear-
ly indicates a step forward 
towards self-reliance in ru-
ral economy and Aatmanir-
bhar Sikkim.

Earlier, he also in-
teracted with the field 
functionaries of Agricul-

ture, Horticulture and 
Animal Husbandry and 
Veterinary Services and 
encouraged them to pro-
vide exemplary service 
to benefit the farming 
community with utmost 
sincerity and dedication.

China to start first electric train in Tibet 
close to Arunachal Pradesh: Report

Legship 
residents protest 
after under 
construction 
water tank 
breaks, Minister 
intervenes
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 24 Jun:
An under construction water 
tank near Legship bazaar in 
West Sikkim broke leading 
to a protest by local residents 
against the project. Express-
ing their displeasure over the 
quality of work, the residents 
said that if the work is com-
pleted with this quality then 
it would put the villages be-
low the tank in danger. 

However, the villagers 
were assuaged after Area 
MLA and Minister, LN 
Sharma intervened and 
directed the contractor to 
ensure quality of work. 

Two water tanks of 
60 ltr and 70 ltr capacity 
are being built under the 
project at a cost of Rs 7 
crore by the PHE Depart-
ment to solve the prob-
lem of drinking water 
supply shortage in and 
around Legship.

SDF to observe Ten 
Minutes to Earth virtually
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 24 Jun: 

Sikkim Democratic 
Front party has de-

cided to observe its an-
nual programme, ‘Ten 
Minutes to Earth’ on Fri-
day in a different man-
ner due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The party has 
divided the programme 
into two parts; planta-
tion and cleanliness drive 
in the morning and a vir-
tual programme in the 
evening. 

An SDF press release 
by its general secretary 
[administrative affairs], 
Amos R Lepcha men-
tions that 10 Minutes to 
Earth was an important 
environment-friendly 
programme of the SDF 
government since 2009. 
The programme was con-
ceptualized by SDF pres-
ident, Pawan Chamling 
and the party has been 
observing this day on 25 
June every year, the re-
lease informs.

The release mentions 
that due to the present 
pandemic the party has 
decided to observe the 
day in a different man-
ner, in which the party 
will carry out plantation 
and cleanliness drive by 
following all COVID pro-

tocols at 10:10 AM in the 
morning and another 
virtual programme at 4 
PM in the evening. Party 
workers will carry out 
plantations and clean-
liness drive at their re-
spective places.

The party is also or-
ganizing a 30-minute 
webinar on ‘Ten Minutes 
to Earth: Bhawishya Ko 
Nimti Ek Path’ at 4 PM 
in the evening. It is add-
ed that the winner of the 
photography competi-
tion ‘Every Tree Matters’ 
by the party would also 
be announced through 
this webinar and win-
ners would receive cash 
prize and certificates. 

The release mentions 
that the party president 
will address in the we-
binar and there will be 
20 minutes talk by Di-
rector General of Cen-
tre for Science and En-
vironment, New Delhi, 
Dr Sunita Narayan. It 
is added that there will 
also be a panel discus-
sion by renowned envi-
ronmentalists, research-
ers and other experts on 
the theme of the webinar. 
The webinar will be tele-
cast live on the official 
Facebook page of the 
party.

Soreng school alumni donate 
equipments to CHC Soreng Beijing, 24 Jun [PTI]: 

China is all set to opera-
tionalise the first electric 
train in the remote Hi-
malayan region of Tibet, 
connecting the provin-
cial capital Lhasa with 
Nyingchi - a strategically 
located Tibetan border 
town close to Arunachal 
Pradesh.

The 435.5-km Lha-
sa-Nyingchi section of 
the Sichuan-Tibet Rail-
way is expected to be 
inaugurated ahead of the 
centenary celebrations 
of the ruling Communist 
Party of China (CPC) on 
July 1, according to offi-
cial media reports.

The electricity trans-

mission process has been 
completed and tested, 
Liu Yuxiang, Chief Engi-
neer of the Lhasa-Nying-
chi Railway, was quoted 
as saying by the state-run 
CCTV earlier.

The Sichuan-Tibet 
Railway will be the sec-
ond railway into Tibet 
after the Qinghai-Ti-
bet Railway. It will go 
through the southeast 
of the Qinghai-Tibet Pla-
teau, one of the world's 
most geologically active 
areas.

In November, Chinese 
President Xi Jinping had 
instructed officials to 
expedite construction 
of the new railway proj-

ect, connecting Sichuan 
Province and Nyingchi in 
Tibet, saying the new rail 
line would play a key role 
in safeguarding the bor-
der stability. 

The Sichuan-Tibet 
Railway starts from 
Chengdu, capital of Sich-
uan Province, and travels 
through Ya'an and enters 
Tibet via Qamdo, short-
ening the journey from 
Chengdu to Lhasa from 48 
hours to 13 hours. Nyingc-
hi is a city in Medog region, 
which is adjacent to the 
Arunachal Pradesh border.

China claims Arunachal 
Pradesh as part of South Ti-
bet, which is firmly rejected 
by India.  

Gyalshing, 24 Jun 
(IPR): The Alumni (1991 
Batch) of Government 
Senior  Secondary School 
Soreng came out with a 
noble deed and donated 
two Crash Cart Trolleys 
and a Craddle bed to 
Community Health Cen-
tre, Soreng. 

The Minister Agricul-
ture & Horticulture, Lok 
Nath Sharma along with 
the batch mates joint-
ly handed over the two 
Crash Cart Trolleys and 
Cradle Cart to the Medical 
Professionals of Soreng 
Community Health Cen-
tre in special presence of 
the Press Advisor to the 
CM, CP Sharma and the 
Chairman, Agriculture 
and Horticulture Board, 
CK Rana, in a brief func-
tion held at Power Guest 
House today. 

The programme 
also had the presence of 
SDM Soreng, Ranjan Rai, 
BDO Soreng, Sabita Sub-
ba, Panchayats, Alumni 
Batch Mates and others.

Minister Mr Sharma, 
in his brief address, ex-
pressed happiness that 
the Alumni could accom-
plish the social and noble 
deed and also requested 
the medical staff to take 
care of the received ma-
terials, so that, maximum 
number of patients can 
be benefited in future.

He also applauded 
cooperation of Alumni 
members and informed 
that the batch mates have 
also donated Oxygen Cyl-
inders to Jorethang CHC, 

Rinchenpong PHC, Man-
galbaria PHC, Bermiok 
PHSC in recent days. 
He also urged people to 
adopt COVID appropriate 
behaviour and the guide-
lines issued by the gov-
ernment.

Press Advisor to CM, 
CP Sharma acknowl-
edged the noble gesture 
of the Alumni to support 
the health care system 
and anticipated further 
replication of such so-
cial services in the soci-
ety. He also extended his 
best wishes for amicable 
coordination and unity 
amongst the alumni for 
future endeavours as 
well.

Medical Staff of 
Soreng CHC, Technical 
Officer, Suren Subba and 
Assistant Nursing Su-
perintendent, Meena 
Devi Sharma expressed 
gratitude to the 1991 
batch mates for provid-
ing the much needed 
and useful health care 
items. The Craddle bed 
will be highly useful for 
carrying unconscious/ 
traumatic patients and 

the Trolley would be 
truly significant to ac-
commodate all required 
medicines, accessories 
and other requirements 
in emergency cases, they 
stated.

On the occasion, the 
Alumni Batch Mates also 
felicitated and honoured, 
Manita Pradhan from 
Soreng for scaling the 
summit of World's high-
est peak Mt. Everest, re-
cently.

The Minister also 
presented cash amount 
of Rupees Twenty Five 
Thousand only as a token 
of honour, from his per-
sonal level. 

Ms Pradhan ex-
pressed her gratitude to 
the Alumni members and 
also shared her experi-
ences of climbing the Mt 
Everest. 

The Minister, Advisor, 
Chairman, dignitaries 
and the alumni mem-
bers congratulated the 
mountaineer for her re-
markable achievement 
and wished for her good 
health and further en-
deavours.

Woman ex-Councillor of BJP 
stabbed to death in Bengaluru

Bengaluru, Jun 24 (PTI): A former 
woman BJP councillor in the Bruhat 
Bengaluru Bengaluru Mahanagara Pa-
like (BBMP), the city corporation, was 
stabbed to death in front of her house 
in Cottonpet in the city on Thursday, 
police said.

Rekha Kadiresh, 46, was rushed to 
the Kempe Gowda Institute of Medical 
Sciences (KIMS) but could not be saved, 
police said, adding that previous enmi-
ty was suspected to be the reason be-
hind the murder.

According to the Additional Com-
missioner of Police S Murughan, Rekha 
was distributing food kits when the two 
motorcycle-borne youths attacked her 
at around 10.30 AM.

"Our investigations are in full swing. 
Very soon we will arrest the culprits," 
Murugan told reporters.

Police sources said the two CCTV 
cameras installed in front of her house 
were found to be turned in the opposite 
direction in a manner that nothing hap-
pening on the street could be captured.

Her husband Kadiresh had been 
stabbed to death by two youths on Feb-
ruary 7, 2018.

His assassins had later surrendered 
before a city court.

According to the party office-bear-
ers, Rekha had represented Chalavadi-
palya ward once -- from 2015 to 2020.

Reacting to the incident, Chief Min-
ister B S Yediyurappa said he has spo-
ken to the Bengaluru police Commis-
sioner Kamal Pant.

"Earlier her husband too was mur-
dered brutally. We will take stringent 
action and will arrest the murderers 
within 24 hours," Yediyurappa said.
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State can't dictate what we eat, drink: High 
Court argues on Gujarat prohibition law

Ahmedabad, 24 Jun [PTI]: 
The Gujarat High Court 
on Wednesday reserved 
its order on maintain-
ability of a batch of peti-
tions challenging provi-
sions of the state's Pro-
hibition Act as contrary 
to the citizen's rights to 
privacy, life and person-
al liberty as enshrined in 
the Constitution.

The division bench of 
Chief Justice Vikram Nath 
and Justice Biren Vaish-
nav reserved its order 
on maintainability of the 
petitions challenging the 
provisions of the Gujarat 
Prohibition Act, 1949, 
after Advocate General 
Kamal Trivedi argued 
that "it is not permissible 
for court to examine the 
validity of any law or any 
new or law or addition-
al grounds when it has 
been upheld by the apex 
court in the past".

In his submission, Mr 
Trivedi said a law, which 
has been made valid by 
the Supreme Court to-
day, can be held invalid 
tomorrow, "but for that 
purpose, the forum is the 
Supreme Court and not 
this court."

The Supreme Court 
had upheld the Act in its 
judgment in 1951.

"If you want to get 
the law corrected or im-
provised in light of the 
recent judgments of the 
Supreme Court (on right 
to privacy), then I think 
you may take the mat-

ter before the Supreme 
Court and not before this 
court," he said.

"This concept of right 
to privacy is not like a 
bull in a china shop. It is 
subject to reasonable re-
strictions based on social 
environment," Mr Trivedi 
argued, adding that the 
right to eat non-vegetar-
ian food within the four 
walls of one's home can-
not be compared to the 
right to drink alcohol, 
which is injurious and 
can be stopped.

"Otherwise tomorrow 
somebody will say you 
should not harass me if I 
am taking drug, psycho-
tropic substances within 
my four walls," he said.

In his submission, Ad-

ditional Advocate Gener-
al Prakash Jani said that 
"people of Gujarat are ex-
tremely happy with the 
prohibition law."

The petitioners, on 
the other hand, argued 
that the matter should be 
taken up on merits, as the 
provisions challenged in 
the pleas are materially dif-
ferent from what they were 
in 1951, as they have been 
amended over the years.

A batch of petitions 
have challenged the con-
stitutional validity of 
various sections of the 
Gujarat Prohibition Act, 
1949, including sections 12 
and 13 (total prohibition on 
manufacture, purchase, im-
port, transportation, export, 
sale, possession, use and 

consumption of liquor) and 
sought them to be declared 
as ultra vires the Article 246 
of the Constitution.

A petition argued that 
the provisions are "arbi-
trary, irrational, unfair, 
unreasonable, and dis-
criminatory...and despite 
prohibition being in 
place for more than six 
decades, a steady supply 
of liquor continues to be 
available through an un-
derground network of 
bootleggers, organised 
criminal gangs and cor-
rupt officials."

"With expanding in-
terpretation of the right 
to life, personal liberty 
and privacy, as contained 
in Article 21 of the Con-
stitution, a citizen has a 

right to choose how he 
lives, so long as he is not 
a nuisance to the society. 
The state cannot dictate 
what he will eat and what 
he will drink," said a plea 
filed by one Rajiv Patel 
and two others.

"When it is found that 
privacy interests come 
in then the state has no 
compelling reason to 
continue an existing law, 
which penalises private 
transportation, posses-
sion and consumption 
of liquor that cause no 
harm to others...The pro-
visions destroy the right 
to life, personal liberty 
and privacy which is a 
pivotal facet of Article 
21 of the Constitution," 
it said.

Reliance to invest Rs 75,000 
cr in new energy business

Mumbai, Jun 24 (PTI): 
Reliance Industries Ltd 
on Thursday announced 
a Rs 75,000 crore invest-
ment in new energy busi-
ness over the next three 
years as the operator of 
the world's largest oil 
refinery pivots towards a 
greener and cleaner ver-
sion.

Reliance will build 
solar manufacturing 
units, a battery factory 
for energy storage, a fuel 
cell-making plant and an 
electrolyzer unit to pro-
duce green hydrogen as 
a part of the business, 
Chairman Mukesh Amba-
ni said at the company's 
annual general meeting 
with shareholders on 
Thursday.

It will also set up 100 
gigawatts (GW) of solar 
power generation capac-
ity by 2030 and invest in 
setting up a carbon fibre 
plant.

The company, which 
earns about 60 per cent 
of revenue from its hy-
drocarbon-fuelled ener-
gy operations, had last 
year set a target of be-
coming a net-zero car-
bon company by 2035 
- a shorter time frame 
compared to the 2050 
cutoff self-imposed by 
many of its global peers, 
including BP Plc and 
Royal Dutch Shell Plc.

This comes as en-
ergy giants around the 
world come under pres-
sure to move towards 
a low-carbon future to 
help improve the envi-
ronment.

Last year, "I had an-
nounced our 15-year 
commitment to be-
come net carbon zero 
by 2035. Today I am 
happy to present to you 
our ambitious strategy 
and roadmap for im-
plementing this vision," 
Ambani, 64, said. "The 

age of fossil fuels, which 
powered econom-
ic growth globally for 
nearly three centuries, 
cannot continue much 
longer."

The three-year plan 
includes building 'four 
Giga factories'.

"Over the next three 
years, we will invest 
over Rs 60,000 crore 
in these initiatives," he 
said. "Reliance will thus 
create and offer a fully 
integrated, end-to-end 
renewable energy eco-
system."

The integrated solar 
photovoltaic Giga fac-
tory will create solar 
energy. It will use raw 
silica to make high-effi-
ciency solar cells.

"Reliance will estab-
lish and enable at least 
100 GW of solar energy 
by 2030. A significant 
part of this will come 
from rooftop solar and 
decentralised solar in-
stallations in villages," 
he said.

To store energy, thus 
generated, the firm will 
set up a factory to make 
advanced energy stor-
age batteries.

Besides electricity, 
Reliance also intends to 
produce green hydro-
gen that can be used as 
fuel in automobiles.

It will set up a fuel 
cell factory that will use 
oxygen from the air and 
hydrogen to generate 
electricity. "The only 
emission of this process 
is non-polluting water 
vapour," he said.

Ambani said his oil-
to-telecom conglomerate 
will invest another Rs 
15,000 crore to provide 
infrastructure and util-
ities to manufacturing 
ancillary materials and 
equipment needed to 
support the four Giga fac-
tories.

"Thus, our overall ini-
tial investment from our 
own internal resources 
in the new energy busi-
ness will be Rs 75,000 
(over USD 10 billion) 
crore in three years," he 
said.

The company has 
started work on devel-
oping the Dhirubhai Am-
bani Green Energy Giga 
Complex on 5,000 acres 
in Jamnagar. "It will be 
amongst the largest such 
integrated renewable 
energy manufacturing 
facilities in the world," he 
added.

Ambani announced 
two additional divisions 
within the company - re-
newable energy project 
management and con-
struction division and re-
newable energy project 
finance division.

All of these, he said, 
together constitute ar-
chitecture for India's de-
centralised green econo-
my.

"With these new ini-
tiatives, Reliance will put 
Gujarat and India on the 
world solar and hydro-
gen map," he said. "All 
our products will proud-
ly proclaim: Made in In-
dia, by India, for India 
and for the world!"

Also, Reliance is 
evolving a vision for 
new materials and green 
chemicals. "We will kick-
start this by strategically 
investing in India's first 
world-scale carbon fibre 
plant for supporting our 
hydrogen and solar eco-
systems," he said.

The oil-to-chemicals 
(O2C) unit of the group 
will use solar energy on 
an economically attrac-
tive basis to decarbo-
nise and use green hy-
drogen and CO as raw 
materials to develop 
green chemicals, fer-
tilisers and e-fuels. 

Police allegedly beat up 
gangrape survivor, family; MP 
High Court orders CBI probe

Gwalior, 24 Jun [PTI]: 
The Madhya Pradesh 
High Court on Wednes-
day ordered a CBI probe 
into the alleged beating 
of a minor survivor of 
gang rape and her family 
members in a police sta-
tion apparently to save 
the accused. The girl and 
her family are from the 
Scheduled Caste commu-
nity.

The bench also di-
rected to register an FIR 
against the police per-
sonnel involved in beat-
ing the girl and transfer 
senior officers involved 
in saving their subordi-
nates outside the Gwali-
or-Chambal region. A 
fine of ₹ 50,000 was also 
imposed on them which 
will be paid to the survi-
vor as compensation im-
mediately.

The CBI probe was 
ordered by Justice GS Ah-
luwlia hearing a petition 
filed by the girl.

The girl was alleged-
ly raped on January 31 
in the Morar area in the 
house where she was 
working as domestic help 
and living as a tenant, ad-
vocate Anil Mishra told 
reporters.

The high court also 
gave liberty to the survi-
vor to file a petition de-
manding additional com-
pensation, he said.

The house owner's 
grandson and his friends 
allegedly raped the girl 
after which her family 
members reached the 
Morar police station to 
lodge an FIR for the sex-
ual assault and under 
the SC/ST Prevention of 
Atrocities Act.

After registering the 
FIR, the police personnel 
allegedly put the survi-
vor and her family mem-
bers in the police station 
lock-up and beat them 
under pressure from the 

accused, Mr Mishra said.
A woman cop shot 

videos of questioning 
and beating the girl in 
the lock-up and circulat-
ed them on social media, 
he alleged.

After the girl record-
ed her statement under 
section 164 of CrPC in 
court, she was allegedly 
forcibly sent to the One 
Stop Center for such sur-
vivors by police.

Mr Mishra then filed 
a habeas corpus petition 
in the court following 
which she was sent back 
to her parents.

Though Gwalior SP 
handed over the probe 
to woman additional SP 
rank officer Suman Gur-
jar and transferred the 
case to Sirol police sta-
tion as it was not being 
investigated properly 
by the Morar police, the 
women police officers 
too did not probe the 
matter properly and al-
legedly tried to save the 
accused, Mr Mishra said.

The high court passed 
strictures against police 
officers including the 
then Morar police station 
in-charge Ajay Pawar, 
ASP Gurjar, city superin-
tendent of police (CSP) 
Ram Naresh Pachori and 
inspector Preeti Bhar-
gava and directed the 
state's police brass to 
initiate departmental in-
quiry against them and 
transfer them outside the 
Gwalior-Chambal range.

The accused in the 
case are still at large, the 
advocate said.

The High Court also 
directed the police per-
sonnel to hand over the 
entire material related 
to the case to the CBI 
and directed the central 
investigative agency's di-
rector to appoint a senior 
officer to probe the mat-
ter thoroughly.

MOSCOW (AP): Russia 
will be ready to fire to 
hit intruding warships, a 
senior diplomat warned 
Thursday in the wake of 
a Black Sea incident in 
which a British destroyer 
sailed near Crimea in an 
area that Russia claims as 
its territorial waters.

Russia said one of its 
warships fired warning 
shots and a warplane 
dropped bombs in the 
path of British destroyer 
Defender on Wednesday 
to drive it away from the 
area near Sevastopol, 
but Britain denied that 
account and insisted its 
ship wasn’t fired upon.

The incident marked 
the first time since the 
Cold War that Moscow 
acknowledged using live 
ammunition to deter a 
NATO warship, underlin-
ing the rising threat of 
military collisions amid 
Russia-West tensions.

Russia’s Deputy For-
eign Minister Sergei 
Ryabkov said Thursday 
that “the inviolability of 
the Russian borders is 
an absolute imperative,” 
adding that it will be 
protected “by all means, 
diplomatic, political and 
military if needed.”

He gibed that the Brit-
ish navy should rename 
its destroyer from De-
fender to Aggressor and 
warned that “those who 
try to test our strength 
are taking high risks.”

Asked what Russia 
would do to prevent such 
intrusions in the future, 
Ryabkov told reporters it 
would stand ready to fire 
on targets if warnings 
don’t work.

“We may appeal to 
reason and demand to 
respect international 
law,” Ryabkov said in 
remarks carried by Rus-
sian news agencies. “If 
it doesn’t help, we may 
drop bombs and not just 
in the path but right on 
target if colleagues don’t 
get it otherwise.”

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s spokes-
man deplored what he 
described as a “deliber-
ate and well-prepared 
provocation” by Britain 
and seconded the tough 
warning.

“If unacceptable 
provocative actions are 
repeated, if those actions 
go too far, no options to 
legitimately protect the 
borders of the Russian 
Federation could be ex-
cluded,” the spokesman, 
Dmitry Peskov, said in a 
call with reporters.

On Wednesday, the 
Russian Defense Min-
istry said a patrol ship 
fired warning shots after 
the HMS Defender had 
ignored a notice against 
intrusion and sailed 3 
kilometers (1.6 nautical 
miles) into Russia’s terri-
torial waters near Sevas-
topol, the main Russian 
naval base in Crimea. 
It said a Russian Su-24 
bomber also dropped 
four bombs ahead of 
the vessel to persuade 
the Defender to change 
course. Minutes later, 
the Defender left Russian 
waters, the ministry said.

Britain’s Ministry of 
Defense denied the De-
fender had been fired on 
or was in Russian waters, 
but said it had been in 

Ukrainian waters.
“No warning shots 

have been fired at HMS 
Defender,” it said in a 
statement. “The Royal 
Navy ship is conduct-
ing innocent passage 
through Ukrainian ter-
ritorial waters in accor-
dance with international 
law.”

Russia annexed 
Ukraine’s Crimean Pen-
insula in 2014, a move 
not recognized by most 
countries, gaining ac-
cess to its long Black Sea 
coast. Russia has chafed 
at NATO warships visit-
ing near Crimea as de-
stabilizing. In April, it de-
clared a broader area off 
Crimea closed to foreign 
naval ships.

“It’s incorrect to say 
either that it was fired on 
or this ship was in Rus-
sian waters,” Max Blain, 
a spokesman for Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, 
said Wednesday. “HMS 
Defender was taking the 
most direct and interna-
tionally recognized route 
between Ukraine and 
Georgia.”

He emphasized that 
Britain, and much of the 
international commu-
nity, does not recognize 
Russia’s annexation of 
Crimea.

The Russian navy 
chief, Adm. Nikolai 
Yevmenov, said that the 
British destroyer’s move 
was clearly provocative 
and aimed to test Rus-
sia’s resolve.

“Our navy acted in a 
competent and safe man-
ner to stop the provoca-
tion,” he told reporters in 
St. Petersburg.

London, 24 Jun [AFP]: 
UEFA said on Thursday 
it will scrap the away 
goals rule for all of its 
club competitions from 
next season in favour of 
extra time and a penalty 
shootout. Introduced in 
1965, the rule was used 
to determine the winner 
of a two-legged knockout 
tie in cases where the 
two teams had scored the 
same number of goals on 
aggregate over the two 
matches. From the 2021-
2022 season, if the two 
teams score the same 
number of goals over the 
two legs, the tie will be 
decided by playing two 
15-minute periods of ex-
tra time at the end of the 
second leg.

In the event that the 

teams score the same 
number of goals or fail to 
score at all during extra 
time, a penalty shootout 
will then be held to de-
cide the winner.

Champions League, 
Europa League, Europa 
Conference League and 
Women's Champions 
League matches will no 
longer use the away goals 
rule.

"It is no longer appro-
priate for an away goal to 
carry more weight," said 
UEFA president Alek-
sander Ceferin.

He said the away 
goals rule actually dis-
couraged home teams 
from attacking, especial-
ly in the first leg.

"Although there was 
no unanimity of views, 

many coaches, fans and 
other football stakehold-
ers have questioned its 
fairness and have ex-
pressed a preference for 
the rule to be abolished," 
Ceferin said in a state-
ment.

"The impact of the 
rule now runs counter to 
its original purpose as, 
in fact, it now dissuades 
home teams - especially 
in first legs - from at-
tacking, because they 
fear conceding a goal 
that would give their 
opponents a crucial 
advantage. "There is 
also criticism of the un-
fairness, especially in 
extra time, of obliging 
the home team to score 
twice when the away 
team has scored."
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com

Protect the Minors 
More Effectively
...and help them heal

Anyone with any understanding of things will 
know that the current situation in which 

people are forced to stay home, forced into close 
quarters with people they are not safe around. It is 
now universally accepted that child abuse happens 
most often from the hands of people they are famil-
iar with - relatives, neighbours, teachers, senior at 
school, family friends etc. Much more should have 
been done to secure the children better, but beyond 
shallow lip-service, nothing has been done.

This superficiality is a reflection of how Sikkim 
has traditionally handled child abuse. There have 
been instances when a paedophile grandfather 
was mildly ostracised but no criminal charges filed 
against him and teachers accused under POCSO 
Act have been allowed to return to their hunting 
grounds - schools - to further traumatise their 
victims. What such disinterest towards the need 
to keep children safe reflects is a lack of empathy 
which is inexcusable. And the same attitude man-
ifests when some officials take interest driven 
more by pity than a sense of duty. For children to 
be secure, all concerned agencies should approach 
their responsibilities with a clear checklist of what 
they are required to do [ensuring the abuser does 
not get easy access to his victims being but one of 
them] and then a reiteration of priorities - children.

One must realise that it takes several sessions 
of sensitive counselling for victims to open up and 
then the therapy can begin to heal. POCSO cases 
are processed and tried and even as the law takes 
its course, in most instances to bungle investiga-
tion with their incompetence and  corruptibility, it 
is important for the rest of Sikkim to return more 
resolutely to its responsibility towards its children 
safe. Episodes of child abuse, even though shocking 
and disturbing, cannot be considered an aberrations 
since reports of the young and the very young falling 
victim surface too often to be considered rare any-
more. And because the young need to be protected 
more effectively, it is important that Sikkim addresses 
this issue more often and in more earnest.

When one is told that child abuse is not normal 
behaviour, it is not the social contempt alone that 
people are talking about. Child abuse is obviously 
deviant behavior. One can understand the violent 
reaction of parents and sympathise with them 
when such incidents come to light, but as a soci-
ety, Sikkim needs to learn more from each episode 
and make more demands than just punishment for 
the accused. What is worrying for every parent is 
that for every case of molestation that gets report-
ed, there are countless others that get swept under 
the carpet. This could be for two reasons. One, the 
child never confides in anyone out of fear and even 
guilt, and two, the elders refuse to recognise the 
signs of abuse even when it stares them in the face. 
In most cases, a child suffers in the hands of some-
one close, someone they and their families trust. 
Disturbingly, pandemics, the kind in the middle of 
which we find ourselves, are the most traumatic 
times for victims since lockdowns increase access 
for their tormenters.

There is little that the society can do to identi-
fy all paedophiles in advance. What our children 
deserve, however, is our full interest in their lives. 
Parents have to speak to their children, look out 
for warning signs that they might give out and tell 
them what kind of behaviour [by elders] is accept-
able and what sort of touching is wrong. This, ev-
ery parent needs to do. And more importantly, they 
need to take up for the child when s/he musters 
the courage to report abuse. What is also required 
is professional counselling for all victims of child-
abuse, molestation and rape. Just booking the cul-
prit is not enough, we need to also heal the scars 
that the children bear.

IQ tests can’t measure it, but ‘cognitive 
flexibility’ is key to learning and creativity

What we can learn about risk 
from the COVID experience

BARBARA JACQUELYN & CHRISTELLE LANGLEY
theconversation.com

IQ is often hailed as a crucial driver of success, 
particularly in fields such as science, innova-

tion and technology. In fact, many people have an 
endless fascination with the IQ scores of famous 
people. But the truth is that some of the greatest 
achievements by our species have primarily relied 
on qualities such as creativity, imagination, curios-
ity and empathy.

Many of these traits are embedded in what sci-
entists call “cognitive flexibility” – a skill that en-
ables us to switch between different concepts, or 
to adapt behaviour to achieve goals in a novel or 
changing environment. It is essentially about learn-
ing to learn and being able to be flexible about the 
way you learn. This includes changing strategies 
for optimal decision-making. In our ongoing re-
search, we are trying to work out how people can 
best boost their cognitive flexibility.

Cognitive flexibility provides us with the abili-
ty to see that what we are doing is not leading to 
success and to make the appropriate changes to 
achieve it. If you normally take the same route to 
work, but there are now roadworks on your usual 
route, what do you do? Some people remain rigid 
and stick to the original plan, despite the delay. 
More flexible people adapt to the unexpected event 
and problem-solve to find a solution.

Cognitive flexibility may have affected how peo-
ple coped with the pandemic lockdowns, which 
produced new challenges around work and school-
ing. Some of us found it easier than others to adapt 
our routines to do many activities from home. Such 
flexible people may also have changed these rou-
tines from time to time, trying to find better and 
more varied ways of going about their day. Others, 
however, struggled and ultimately became more 
rigid in their thinking. They stuck to the same rou-
tine activities, with little flexibility or change.

HUGE ADVANTAGES
Flexible thinking is key to creativity – in oth-

er words, the ability to think of new ideas, make 
novel connections between ideas, and make new 
inventions. It also supports academic and work 
skills such as problem solving. That said, unlike 

working memory – how much you can remember 
at a certain time – it is largely independent of IQ, or 
“crystallised intelligence”. For example, many visu-
al artists may be of average intelligence, but highly 
creative and have produced masterpieces.

Contrary to many people’s beliefs, creativity is 
also important in science and innovation. For ex-
ample, we have discovered that entrepreneurs who 
have created multiple companies are more cogni-
tively flexible than managers of a similar age and 
IQ.

So does cognitive flexibility make people smart-
er in a way that isn’t always captured on IQ tests? 
We know that it leads to better “cold cognition”, 
which is non-emotional or “rational” thinking, 
throughout the lifespan. For example, for children 
it leads to better reading abilities and better school 
performance.

It can also help protect against a number of 
biases, such as confirmation bias. That’s because 
people who are cognitively flexible are better at 
recognising potential faults in themselves and us-
ing strategies to overcome these faults.

Cognitive flexibility is also associated with high-
er resilience to negative life events, as well as bet-
ter quality of life in older individuals. It can even 
be beneficial in emotional and social cognition: 
studies have shown that cognitive flexibility has a 
strong link to the ability to understand the emo-
tions, thoughts and intentions of others.

The opposite of cognitive flexibility is cogni-
tive rigidity, which is found in a number of mental 
health disorders including obsessive-compulsive 
disorder, major depressive disorder and autism 
spectrum disorder.

Neuroimaging studies have shown that cogni-
tive flexibility is dependent on a network of frontal 
and “striatal” brain regions. The frontal regions are 
associated with higher cognitive processes such as 
decision-making and problem solving. The striatal 
regions are instead linked with reward and moti-
vation.

There are a number of ways to objectively as-
sess people’s cognitive flexibility, including the 
Wisconsin Card Sorting Test and the CANTAB In-
tra-Extra Dimensional Set Shift Task.

BOOSTING FLEXIBILITY

The good news is that it seems you can train 
cognitive flexibility. Cognitive behavioural therapy 
(CBT), for example, is an evidence-based psycho-
logical therapy which helps people change their 
patterns of thoughts and behaviour. For example, a 
person with depression who has not been contact-
ed by a friend in a week may attribute this to the 
friend no longer liking them. In CBT, the goal is to 
reconstruct their thinking to consider more flexible 
options, such as the friend being busy or unable to 
contact them.

Structure learning – the ability to extract in-
formation about the structure of a complex en-
vironment and decipher initially incomprehen-
sible streams of sensory information – is another 
potential way forward. We know that this type of 
learning involves similar frontal and striatal brain 
regions as cognitive flexibility.

In a collaboration between the University of 
Cambridge and Nanyang Technological University, 
we are currently working on a “real world” experi-
ment to determine whether structural learning can 
actually lead to improved cognitive flexibility.

Studies have shown the benefits of training 
cognitive flexibility, for example in children with 
autism. After training cognitive flexibility, the chil-
dren showed not only improved performance on 
cognitive tasks, but also improved social interac-
tion and communication. In addition, cognitive 
flexibility training has been shown to be beneficial 
for children without autism and in older adults.

As we come out of the pandemic, we will need 
to ensure that in teaching and training new skills, 
people also learn to be cognitively flexible in their 
thinking. This will provide them with greater resil-
ience and wellbeing in the future.

Cognitive flexibility is essential for society to 
flourish. It can help maximise the potential of in-
dividuals to create innovative ideas and creative 
inventions. Ultimately, it is such qualities we need 
to solve the big challenges of today, including global 
warming, preservation of the natural world, clean 
and sustainable energy and food security.

[Barbara Jacquelyn is Professor of Clinical 
Neuropsychology, University of Cambridge; Christelle 

Langley is Postdoctoral Research Associate, 
Cognitive Neuroscience, University of Cambridge]

GEOFF MULGAN
theconversation.com

Life is risky and tends to end in 
death, which makes it easy to be-

come paranoid – about the food you 
eat, the air you breathe or the strang-
ers you walk past in the street. But 
what should we really fear, whether 
as individuals or collectively?

After a year of lockdowns and mil-
lions of deaths this question is very 
much in the air as countries weigh up 
the risks of new strains of the coro-
navirus and the potential harms from 
further lockdowns. Evolution made 
us highly attuned to risks such as spi-
ders or snakes. But we’re not so good 
at handling the risks of modern life 
and our governments are sometimes 
just as incompetent.

The surprising claim of social sci-
ence is that what we fear – and how 
much we fear it – is in part a matter 
of choice. Your ancestors were terri-
fied of going to hell or being cursed. 
Many of us are probably much more 
worried about being given cancer by 
a fizzy drink or the whole world go-
ing up in smoke because of climate 
change.

Research shows that we exagger-
ate fears of things that are dramatic, 
immediate and easy to visualise, and 
where we don’t have any control – 
like terrorism or air crashes. But we 
generally underestimate risks that 
are slow and invisible (like climate 
change) or where we think we are in 
control, like driving which may actu-
ally be much more dangerous (in the 
US about one in a hundred people is 
likely to die in a car crash and even 
more now die of opioid overdoses).

Media coverage feeds these im-
balances. The BSE “mad cow disease” 
scare peaked in the 1990s and led to 
the culling of millions of cows at a cost 
of nearly £40 billion. Yet the numbers 
of people who died in Europe from it 
during that decade (about 150) were 
roughly equal to the number who 
died from drinking scented lamp oils 
in the same period.

The great anthropologist Mary 
Douglas showed half a century ago – 
and counter-intuitively – that much of 

our perception of risk is socially de-
termined. How we see things like nu-
clear power or GM crops reflects our 
broader world views – a web of be-
liefs about hierarchy, individual con-
trol, or the authority of experts – as 
much as objective facts in the world. 
This has been very visible in risk per-
ceptions of vaccines, and particularly 
with the rapid rollout of coronavirus 
vaccines, and also explains why just 
giving people the facts can have little 
impact.

These cultural dispositions also 
affect our views of positive risk, like 
our willingness to invest pension 
money on the stock market or to try 
out new cuisines. Here there are im-
portant geographical differences: 
contrast the US approach to venture 
capital and start-ups, happy with 
risks and failures, and the European 
stance which tends to be more cau-
tious, favouring the “precautionary 
principle” and suspicion of new tech-
nologies like artificial intelligence.

But the patterns are also political 
and cut across national cultures. One 
of the striking findings of recent work 
on authoritarian politics, and the mo-
tivations of followers of figures like 
Donald Trump or Matteo Salvini, is 
that they hate complexity and dis-
trust novelty of all kinds.

Becoming aware of the social and 
personal construction of risk may 
help us make wiser choices, as does 
some grasp of probability theory, 
which can help us distinguish the 
risks of death from slipping in the 
bath (quite high) versus being in a 
train crash (very low). But address-
ing the deeper causes of distrust may 
have more impact on people’s will-
ingness to act on health risks than 
just providing more information.

For example, although overall the 
UK has pushed ahead with mass vac-
cination and with less hesitancy than 
many European countries – judg-
ing the benefits to greatly outweigh 
the potential and only partly known 
side-effects – significant minorities 
remain unconvinced.

But what of our collective ap-
proach to risk? Are governments 
any better at handling the risks 

we all share?
I became involved in this ques-

tion 20 years ago. In 2000, a strike 
by fuel drivers almost brought the 
UK to a standstill. In the new age of 
just-in-time production, in which 
companies streamline systems to 
increase efficiency and lessen waste 
with just enough inventory as need-
ed, it became clear that stocks of 
fuel for hospitals and supermarkets 
would barely last a couple of days. 
Luckily the strike was quickly settled, 
but not long after there was a severe 
outbreak of foot and mouth disease in 
Britain’s livestock. The country’s sys-
tems for handling risk were not up to 
scratch.

I was then running the UK govern-
ment Strategy Unit which was asked 
to look at what needed to be done. 
We examined how big companies 
and other governments handled risk; 
tried to make sense of what had and 
hadn’t worked in the past; and made 
recommendations which were quick-
ly put into effect.

The main conclusion was that 
since all organisations struggle to 
understand or prepare for risks, par-
ticularly high impact low probability 
ones, they need to find systematic 
ways to counter complacency. One 
strand was about helping govern-
ment scan for potentially big risks: 
from pandemics to financial crises, 
attacks on critical infrastructure 
to extreme weather events. Anoth-
er prepared decision makers using 
simulations, scenarios and models. 
A third involved creating a central 
Civil Contingencies Unit, networked 
into local government, to cope with 
the worst crises. And a fourth led to 
investment in longer term risks like 
the increased risk of flooding on the 
country’s east coast because of cli-
mate change.

For a decade these generally 
worked well. But it’s no secret that 
most of this apparatus crumbled 
during the 2010s thanks to the effects 
of austerity, Brexit and political dis-
traction. Leading to disaster in 2020.

But now that we have experi-
enced the risk – a pandemic – that 
always came top of the lists, there’s a 

serious danger of the wrong lessons 
being learned

WRONG LESSONS AS WELL AS 
RIGHT

One is about predictability. A top 
civil servant was asked in the 1970s 
to compile a list of several hundred of 
the top risks facing the UK, a huge ex-
ercise. But none of the risks on their 
list happened, though quite similar 
ones did. It follows that rather than 
trying to anticipate every risk you 
should try to cultivate resilience and 
adaptability so that when the crises 
hit you can respond fast and flexibly. 
Unfortunately, we’re now likely to see 
streams of books, gifted with hind-
sight, showing that COVID should 
have been predicted and putting 
pressure on governments to invest 
heavily in trying to predict the exact 
form of the next crisis.

A second, related, wrong lesson 
could be a swing to excessive para-
noia. It’s right to criticise decision 
makers for not taking risks seriously 
(like the UK’s prime minister Boris 
Johnson apparently seeing COVID 
as “a scare story”). But just as often 
they’re punished for the opposite, 
like the French minister who spent 
heavily in response to H1N1 in 2009 – 
stockpiling 2 billion masks – and was 
then denounced for wasteful overre-
action. The same commentators who 
have enjoyed lambasting politicians 
and scientists for underestimating 
COVID will have equal fun lambasting 
their successors for hysterical over-
reaction. Hindsight is a wonderful 
thing.

None of us see risk clearly. We all 
choose what to fear and how much 
to fear it, individually and collective-
ly. But we now have vastly more data 
than ever before to challenge or own 
perceptions, which must count as 
progress. And since many risks have 
to be handled collectively, we should 
all be interested in whether our gov-
ernments are doing a good job of be-
ing prepared and striking the right 
balance between paranoid paralysis 
and incompetent neglect.

[the writer is Professor of 
Collective Intelligence, Public Policy 

and Social Innovation, UCL]
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NeighbourhoodWATCH

'Fake' vaccine probe after MP Mimi 
Chakraborty gets jab at suspect event

Kolkata, 24 Jun [NDTV]: 
A man who allegedly pre-
tended to be an IAS offi-
cer and supervised thou-
sands of vaccinations in 
Kolkata was arrested on 
Wednesday after he was 
exposed reportedly when 
Trinamool Congress MP 
Mimi Chakraborty took 
a Covid shot at his camp.

The frightening pos-
sibility of fake vaccines 
given to hundreds of 
people has led to a bigger 
investigation by the Kolk-
ata Police.

Mimi Chakraborty 
complained to the police 
when she received no 
official confirmation af-
ter taking the vaccine. 
The actor-politician had 
gone as a chief guest to 
the vaccination camp 
organised by the arrest-
ed man, Debanjan Dev, 
in south Kolkata.

Ms Chakraborty 
said she took the Covid 
shot to encourage peo-
ple to vaccinate them-
selves and help check 
the spread of the virus. 
Around 250 people 
were vaccinated at the 

camp, reports said.
Debanjan Dev al-

legedly claimed to be 
an IAS officer when he 
invited her to the camp. 
He reportedly told her 
the inoculation effort 
was organised by the 
Kolkata Municipal Cor-
poration.

"He said that he was 
running a special drive 
for transgenders and 
specially-abled persons 
and requested my pres-

ence," the Lok Sabha MP 
was quoted as saying by 
news agency ANI.

"I took Covishield 
vaccine at the camp to 
motivate people for tak-
ing jabs. But I never re-
ceived a confirmation 
message from CoWIN," 
she said.

She said she noticed 
that no Aadhar card de-
tails were taken for peo-
ple to register with CoW-
IN at the site, so no one 

received any message 
after the shot.

Suspicious, Ms 
Chakraborty filed a com-
plaint with the Kolkata 
Police and the accused 
man was arrested.

"He was using a car 
with a blue beacon and 
fake sticker," the TMC MP 
said, according to ANI.

The police are now in-
vestigating the shots giv-
en to people and whether 
they were vaccines past 

their expiry date.
"We haven't come 

across any vial having an 
expiry date. Seized vials 
will be sent for testing to 
find out if they are genu-
ine or not. Accused will 
be interrogated in this 
regard," the Kolkata Po-
lice said today in a state-
ment quoted by ANI.

The case has been 
transferred to the Kolk-
ata Police Detective De-
partment, said the police.

Commuters block tracks in Bengal, seek 
permission to board special trains

Mamata Banerjee joins Court hearing 
virtually in case vs Suvendu Adhikari

226 new cases push Mizoram's 
COVID-19 tally to 18,624

Sanitisation, head shave 
for BJP recruits rushing 

back to Trinamool

Survivors of Melamchi floods wait 
to see missing family members

Trinamool Vs BJP over recognition 
to illustrious "Sons of Bengal"

Women with young children to get vaccine 
on priority in Bengal: Mamata Banerjee

Kolkata, 24 Jun [PTI]: A section of 
commuters blocked railway tracks at 
several stations in West Bengal for 
about three hours on Thursday, de-
manding they be allowed to board 
staff special trains, amid the current 
COVID-19 restrictions, police said.

Demonstrations were held at Mal-
lickpur, Baruipur, Sonarpur, Ghutiari 
Sharif and Diamond Harbour stations 
in the Sealdah South Division of the 
Eastern Railway.

Commuters assembled at these 
stations, alleging that they have been 
facing hardships to reach their places 
of work with no availability of public 
transport, a senior police officer said.

They started agitating at the sta-
tions when they were not allowed to 
board staff special trains without valid 
document by the Railway Protection 
Force personnel, he said.

The agitators also threw stones at 
a vehicle of GRP at Mallickpur station 
in the Sealdah-Baruipur section, while 
hundreds of protesters refused to va-
cate the railway tracks at Ghutiari Shar-
if in the Sealdah-Canning segment, dis-
rupting the movement of staff special 
trains there, the officer said.

Following the requests of the Gov-
ernment Railway Police personnel, the 
blockade was lifted after about three 
hours in the morning, he said.

The movement of local trains has 
been stopped since the imposition of 
COVID restrictions in May to contain 
the spread of the disease. Only staff 
special trains are running for people 
involved in essential services. "We have 
urged the state government to allow us 
to run more trains with COVID-19 pro-
tocols and are ready for it," a spokes-
man of the Eastern Railway said.

Kolkata, 24 Jun [PTI]: 
Mamata Banerjee today 
joined a Calcutta High 
Court hearing on her 
petition challenging the 
election of the BJP's Su-
vendu Adhikari in Nan-
digram virtually. The 
Bengal Chief Minister 
had filed a petition ask-
ing that Justice Kaushik 
Chanda exit the case over 
"conflict of interest". The 
judge did not announce 
any decision.

Justice Chanda re-
ferred to Mamata Baner-
jee request for him to 
drop out and asked: "You 
filed a reassignment plea 
before the acting Chief 
Justice on 16 June. Why 
didn't you tell me that 
when I heard the case on 
June 18? You can't seek 
administrative and le-
gal intervention at same 
time?"

Lawyer Abhishek 
Manu Singhvi, represent-
ing Mamata Banerjee, 
said the judge should re-
cuse as there was a con-
flict of interest.

Mamata Banerjee 
wants the case to be 
re-assigned to a differ-
ent court as she alleges 
Justice Chanda has links 
with the BJP and would 
be biased.

In a letter to the Chief 
Justice of the Calcutta 
High Court on June 16, 
Ms Banerjee had given 
two reasons for her re-

quest.
Justice Kaushik Chan-

da was associated with 
the BJP in the past, Ms 
Banerjee's letter said, 
and therefore there was 
"reasonable apprehen-
sion of bias... in favour of 
the respondent...", who is 
also from the BJP. 

Ms Banerjee also said 
she "reasonably appre-
hends likelihood of bias" 
because in April she had 
objected to Justice Chan-
da's confirmation as a 
permanent judge at Cal-
cutta High Court.

"... it will lead to a sit-
uation and perception 
whereby the Honourable 
Judge, in adjudicating the 
matter, may be said to be 
'judge in his own cause'," 
the Chief Minister wrote 
in her letter.

"Justice must not only 
be done; it must also be 
seen to be done," she 
added, as she underlined 
the need to "sustain the 
confidence of the public 
in the judiciary".

Ms Banerjee's peti-
tion was briefly heard by 
Justice Chanda on June 
18 and the case was ad-
journed to June 24. She 
was not present in court 
in the previous hearing.

Sources said in cases 
related to the Represen-
tation of the People Act, 
the petitioner - in this 
case Ms Banerjee - need-
ed to be present in court. 

Otherwise, the court may 
dismiss the plea.

Ms Banerjee had last 
month challenged the 
election result in Nan-
digram, where she con-
tested against her prote-
ge-turned-rival Suvendu 
Adhikari and lost by less 
than 2,000 votes.

She asked for Mr 
Adhikari's election to be 
declared void on grounds 
of "corrupt practices" in-
cluding bribery, promo-
tion of hatred and enmi-
ty, and seeking of votes 
on the basis of religion.

In addition to Ms Ba-
nerjee, four other Trin-
amool leaders who lost 
their elections also filed 
petitions.

Aizawl, Jun 24 (PTI): 
The COVID-19 caseload 
in Mizoram mounted to 
18,624 on Thursday as 
226 more people, includ-
ing 19 prisoners, tested 
positive for the disease, 
an official said.

The death toll rose to 
86 as one more fatality 
due to the infection was 
reported in the last 24 
hours, he said.

Of the fresh cases, 
140 were recorded in 
Aizawl, 37 in Kolasib and 
31 in Lunglei.

The remaining cases 
were registered in sever-
al other districts.

Nineteen prisoners 
of Aizawl Central Jail, 54 
children, two frontline 
workers and a Border 
Security Force employee 
are among the new pa-

tients, the official said. 
There are currently 160 
coronavirus patients in 
the central jail, he said.

Six new patients have 
travel history. The north-
eastern state now has 
4,442 active cases, and 
14,096 people have re-
covered from the disease.

The recovery rate 
among coronavirus pa-
tients in the state stands 
at 75.68 per cent.

Mizoram has so far 
conducted over 4.65 
lakh sample tests for 
COVID-19, including 
3,136 on Wednesday.

State Immunisation 
Officer Dr Lalzawmi said 
over 4.37 lakh people 
have been inoculated till 
Wednesday, with 53,892 
of them having received 
both doses of the vaccine.

Kolkata, 24 Jun [NDTV]: 
From having to shave 
their heads to being 
doused in sanitiser, it's 
a literal walk of shame 
for BJP workers in West 
Bengal who are trying to 
switch back to their old 
party Trinamool Con-
gress following the state 
election results in May.

While the ride back 
was smoother for the 
likes of Mukul Roy, a top 
Trinamool lieutenant 
who switched to the BJP 
before the 2019 general 
elections, it's an entirely 
different experience for 
many of the party's foot 
soldiers.

Those being accepted 
back in have been seen un-
dergoing egregious tests 
of loyalty and prostrat-
ing to please the powers 
that be. Recently, six BJP 
workers shaved off their 
hair when they swapped 
party flags in Hooghly. The 
move drew condemnation 
from BJP Rajya Sabha MP 
Swapan Dasgupta, who 
managed to secure a seat 
back in the upper house 
of parliament after an un-
successful run in the state 
elections.

The public humilia-
tion was reminiscent of 
1960's China, he said. 

Today, in the Birhum dis-
trict, 150 BJP workers 
were thoroughly sprayed 
with sanitiser before being 
handed the Trinamool flag. 
The local party leader who 
organised the switchover 
event said he "wanted to 
sanitise the BJP bug out of 
these people".

After boldly declaring 
that it would win more 
than 200 of West Bengal's 
294 constituencies, the BJP 
was constricted to less than 
80 seats in the March-April 
elections by Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee's Trina-
mool Congress.

Since then, sever-
al Trinamool defectors 
have expressed their 
interest in returning to 
Mamata Banerjee's team, 
besides Mukul Roy.

Though the Trina-
mool has been slow and 
selective in letting the 
turncoats back in, at Mr 
Roy's homecoming cere-
mony, Mamata Banerjee, 
somewhat cryptically 
said, "More will come."

The Trinamool, sourc-
es have said, is eager to 
"strike while the iron is 
hot" and break a chunk off 
the BJP, preferably a big-
ger one than the section 
that left the Trinamool be-
fore the election.

ANISH TIWARI
Kathmandu, 24 Jun 
[ K at h m a n d u P o s t ] : 
Chitra Kumari and her 
daughter were rescued 
by Kumari’s husband 
from the flooded Melam-
chi river on July 15 but he 
could not save himself.

“We were at the farm 
at Kiul bazaar when the 
flood hit. My husband was 
trying to steer us towards 
safety. He asked me and 
our daughter to start run-
ning. He was running to-
wards us when he disap-
peared in the floods,” said 
Kumari, a resident of Chu-
retar in Helambu Rural 
Municipality Ward No. 2.

Her husband is still 
missing.

Nila Bahadur Khadka, 
another resident of the 
same ward, is waiting for 
news of his mother who 
has also gone missing in 
the floods from Kiul area.

“I go to the river ev-
ery day in search of my 

mother. I hope to find her 
soon,” said Khadka.

According to Sorbang 
Tamang, a local resident 
of Helambu Ward No. 
1, at least six individu-
als from the Halde area 
who work in various fish 
farms are missing in the 
flooded river.

“Workers at the fish 
farms save many lives 
by warning villagers of 
floods. But many have 
gone missing in last 
week’s floods. I was one 
of the lucky few who sur-
vived when the floods hit 
the farm in Kiul,” said Ut-
tam Mani Bhandari, a fish 
farm operator in Helam-
bu Ward No. 2.

Last week, continu-
ous rainfall had raised 
the water level in the 
Melamchi river, which 
inundated the Melamchi 
Bazaar area and caused 
massive damage to the 
surrounding settlements.
Until Wednesday, 20 peo-

ple have gone missing 
and five individuals have 
died in Melamchi floods,” 
Superintendent of Police 
in Sindhupalchok Rajan 
Adhikari told the Post. 
“More than 500 security 
personnel from the Nepal 
Army, Armed Police Force 
and Nepal Police have 
been mobilised to search 
for the missing people.”

Around 600 people 
in Melamchi and 300 
in Helambu, which lies 
upstream, have been af-
fected by the flooding, 
according to the District 
Administration Office in 
Sindhupalchok.

According to the Dis-
trict Police Office, the 
raging river swept away 
eight resorts, two mo-
torable bridges and six 
suspension bridges from 
Helambu to Melamchi 
Bazaar. More than 150 
houses were inundated, 
displacing hundreds of 
people.

Kolkata, 24 Jun [PTI]: The ruling Tri-
namool Congress and the BJP hit out at 
each other on Wednesday over giving 
due recognition to the illustrious sons 
of Bengal, as leaders of the two parties 
paid tributes to Syama Prasad Mooker-
jee on his death anniversary.

BJP state president Dilip Ghosh and 
West Bengal Transport Minister Firhad 
Hakim were among several leaders 
who garlanded the statue of the Jana 
Sangh founder in Kolkata.

"We demand that the mystery in-
volving the death of Syama Prasad 
Mookerjee be uncovered," Mr Ghosh 
said. Claiming that regional parties in 
Bengal have never given the great sons 
of the state the recognition they de-
serve, he said the BJP has started work-
ing towards it.

Meanwhile, Mr Hakim, while gar-
landing a bust of Mookerjee in south 
Kolkata, said the policy of the BJP has 
always been "to use and throw".

"After a few days, they will have no 
interest in the distinguished sons of 

Bengal, including Mookerjee," the TMC 
leader said.

He also asserted that the BJP did not 
gain anything in West Bengal by "us-
ing" the name of Mookerjee on sev-
eral occasions in the run-up to the 
assembly polls.

Mr Ghosh later led a demonstration 
at Hazra crossing in the metropolis to 
protest against the alleged refusal by 
police to organise a blood donation 
camp to mark the BJP ideologue's 68th 
death anniversary.

The state BJP said the camp, which 
has been held for the last 42 years on 
this day, was disallowed due to "narrow 
political interests" of the TMC.

The camp was to be set up at Jatin 
Das Park, which is a kilometre away 
from Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee's residence. Syama Prasad Mooker-
jee had died under detention in 1953, 
While the government then said his 
death was due to health reasons, Jana 
Sangh and later the BJP have often 
questioned the claim.

Kolkata, 24 Jun [PTI]: 
Amid a warning that chil-
dren might be infected 
during the possible third 
wave of coronavirus, 
West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee 
on Wednesday said that 
priority would be given 
to inoculate women hav-
ing children aged up to 
12 years.

She also said that the 
state would start inocu-
lating at least four lakh 
people on an average dai-
ly from Thursday.

"We are giving impor-
tance to the third wave. 

The second wave has 
increased the number 
of infections. We have 
decided to prioritise in-
oculating the mothers 
of children aged zero to 
12 years old, so that the 
child does not get the in-
fection from the mother," 
she said.

At least two crore 
people have been vacci-
nated against Covid-19 
in the state till now, Ms 
Banerjee said.

"We have decided to 
start vaccinating at least 
four lakh people from to-
morrow," the Chief Minis-

ter said.
The West Bengal gov-

ernment has decided 
to have at least 26,000 
Covid-19 beds for wom-
en in state-run as well as 
private medical facilities.

Besides, around 
10,000 general beds have 
been earmarked for mild 
and moderate paediatric 
cases in the age group 
of 90 days to 12 years 
and 20 per cent of spe-
cial newborn care unit 
(SNCU) beds for Covid 
positive patients aged 
between 1 day and 90 
days. 
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Busquets proves key as Spain 
gets back on track at Euro 2020

SEVILLE, Spain (AP): After 
helping Spain avoid elimina-
tion at the European Champi-
onship, Sergio Busquets had 
to pause for a moment while 
talking about his time away 
from the squad because of the 
coronavirus.

The Spain captain teared 
up recalling the doubts that 
went through his mind after 
being told he had to go into 
isolation only days before the 
tournament was to begin.

“I’m emotional because I 
had to go through some dif-
ficult times,” Busquets said. 
“I had to stay at home for 10 
days, not knowing if I was go-
ing to be back or not.”

Spain was glad Busquets 
did make it back, just in time 
to lead the team to victory over 
Slovakia on Wednesday. The 
Barcelona midfielder was vot-
ed the man of the match in the 
5-0 win that sent Spain to the 
round of 16 after opening with 
disappointing draws against 
Sweden and Poland.

The result allowed Spain to 
finish second in Group E, set-
ting up a meeting against Cro-
atia in Copenhagen on Monday.

“All this helped us grow,” 
Busquets said. “Now whatever 
challenges we have in front of 

us, we will face them with this 
mentality.”

Busquets’ return was a big 
boost for a Spanish squad that 
lacked leadership and strug-
gled with poor finishes and a 
shaky defense in the first two 
matches. The 32-year-old mid-
fielder, the only member left 
from Spain’s World Cup-win-
ning squad in 2010, gave the 
team that much-needed bal-
ance it had been missing so far 
at Euro 2020.

Busquets was the first 
Spaniard to touch the ball 
when the match started at 
La Cartuja Stadium, and he 
was in control of the midfield 
from then on. Collected and 
composed as usual, Busquets 
showed no signs of being af-
fected by his less-than-ideal 
preparations because of the 
virus. He constantly guided his 
teammates and helped created 
chances in attack and keep the 
defense protected.

Busquets, who was asymp-
tomatic with the virus and 
could practice at home while in 
isolation, had been replaced in 
the first two matches by Rodri 
Hernández, who couldn’t bring 
in the same attitude and lead-
ership of the veteran Barcelo-
na player.

Busquets took over as cap-
tain after Sergio Ramos was 
left off the squad after playing 
sparingly this season because 
of injuries. Jordi Alba had been 

the captain at Euro 2020 in 
Busquets’ absence.

Busquets was loudly 
cheered by the home crowd 
when he was substituted by 
Thiago Alcantara in the 71st 
minute after feeling a little 
tightness in his calf, which he 
said shouldn’t be a problem 
ahead of the round of 16.

“He played perfectly,” said 
Spain coach Luis Enrique, who 
decided to wait for Busquets 
instead of dropping him from 
the squad despite not knowing 
if he would fully recover from 
the virus. “He is unique, a guar-
antee.”

With Busquets back and the 
team having found its scoring 
touch again, Luis Enrique 
feels Spain is back to being a 
contender at Euro 2020. He 
said there are always things 
to improve, but “La Roja” re-
mains among the favorites for 
the title.

“We are gaining momen-
tum. I’m sure that if you ask 
any of our rivals no one will be 
happy to have to play against 
us,” the coach said. “Now we 
get to play against a Croatia 
team that has great players 
and plays at a high level. You 
can’t expect weak teams in the 
round of 16.”

Eligibility rule keeps 
transgender runner out of trials Strikers search for goals, wing 

backs shine at Euro 2020

Transgender Olympic athlete 
could polarize opinion

Young scores 48 points, Hawks 
beat Bucks 116-113 in Game 1

WELLINGTON, New Zea-
land (AP): A U.S. expert 
on transgender rights 
and politics says the par-
ticipation of New Zealand 
weightlifter Laurel Hub-
bard at the Tokyo Olym-
pics might inspire other 
trans athletes but could 
also become a focus for 
conservative activists who 
oppose greater LGBTQ 
rights and freedoms.

Dr. Jami Taylor, pro-
fessor of political sci-
ence at the University 
of Toledo, said Hubbard 
might find herself in a 
no-win position even if 
she succeeds when she 
competes in the women’s 
87-kilogram plus divi-
sion.

Hubbard’s selection, 
which will make the 
43-year-old New Zea-
lander the first trans 
athlete to compete at an 
Olympics, has already 
drawn criticism from 
some conservative com-
mentators.

“I suspect that we are 
going to see opponents of 
transgender rights frame 
the Hubbard situation in 
ways that further their 
own ends,” Taylor said in 
an email to The Associ-
ated Press. “I think they 
are going to have some 
success and I would not 
be shocked if the IOC and 
other sporting bodies end 
up tightening their poli-
cies if those polices were 
relatively permissive.

“In the U.S., that has 
and will continue to hap-
pen at the state level un-
til we have some national 
level policy.”

Hubbard’s participa-
tion at Tokyo is a major 
milestone for transgen-
der athletes and possibly 
an inspiration to others, 
Taylor said, but may also 
attract condemnation.

“I think it is likely that 
a backlash is building on 
this,” she said. “We see it 
in various states in the 
U.S. “The Internation-
al Olympic Committee 
has also noted that its 
policies on trans people 
participating are open to 
further review as more 
medical and scientific ev-
idence emerges.”

Taylor said Hubbard 
is “now part of this body 
of evidence.”

“In some respects, 
Hubbard is in a no-win 
situation,” Taylor said. 
“If she medals, her per-
formance will certainly 
be used by opponents to 
argue that trans wom-
en should be subject to 
greater restriction if not 
an outright ban.”

Hubbard rarely gives 
media interviews and 
tends to shun the spot-
light. Inevitably, though, 
it follows her to each 

competition. “In some 
respects, this is the best 
Olympic games for her to 
be at,” Taylor said. “The 
reduced crowd capacity 
and restrictions on yell-
ing due to COVID-19 will 
limit the ability of fans to 
affect her performance 
by booing and yelling.”

“It will not just be fans 
though,” Taylor added. 
“I suspect that she is go-
ing to get a lot of hostile 
questions from reporters 
. . . especially from seg-
ments of the U.S. and U.K. 
media who have been on 
the warpath over trans 
women in sport.”

Some critics of inclu-
sion argue that transgen-
der women have intrinsic 
advantages of physiology 
and strength in some 
sports. Some female 
athletes have cited that 
in calling for Hubbard’s 
exclusion, and conserva-
tives have amplified it.

Taylor, who teaches 
in areas including public 
policy and American pol-
itics and is a co-author of 
the book “The Remark-
able Rise of Transgender 
Rights,” conceded that the 
inclusion of transgender 
women in sport involves 
complicated issues.

“Gender transition 
changes some but not all 
biological factors that may 
contribute to performance 
differences that exist on 
average between males 
and females,” Taylor said. 
“There is also the gender 
bias that may negatively 
affect sporting opportuni-
ty for many women and 
most trans women have 
not faced that. “Regardless 
of that, societal averages 
don’t compete, individuals 
do. And their circumstanc-
es vary. Individuals also 
have rights.”

Hubbard, who won a 
silver medal at the 2017 
world championships and 
gold in the 2019 Pacific 
Games in Samoa, will be 
ranked fourth in the Olym-
pic competition on Aug. 2.

She competed at the 
2018 Commonwealth 
Games on Australia’s 
Gold Coast but sustained 
a serious injury that set 
back her career.

“I am grateful and 
humbled by the kind-
ness and support that has 
been given to me by so 
many New Zealanders,” 
Hubbard said in a state-
ment when her selection 
was announced earlier 
this week. “When I broke 
my arm at the Common-
wealth Games three years 
ago, I was advised that 
my sporting career had 
likely reached its end. But 
your support, your en-
couragement, and your 
aroha (love) carried me 
through the darkness.”

EUGENE, Ore. (AP): 
Transgender runner 
CeCe Telfer will not be 
allowed to compete in 
the women’s 400-meter 
hurdles at U.S. Olympic 
trials because Telfer has 
not met the conditions 
World Athletics estab-
lished in its eligibility 
regulations for certain 
women’s events.

Telfer competed for 
the men’s team at Divi-
sion II Franklin Pierce, 
but took time off, then 
came back to compete 
for the women’s team. 
In 2019, Telfer won the 
NCAA title.

Telfer was entered in 
this week’s trials but was 
ultimately not allowed to 
compete because of guide-
lines World Athletics re-
leased in 2019 that closed 
off international women’s 
events of between 400 
meters and a mile to ath-
letes who did not meet the 
eligibility requirements. 
Among those require-
ments was that their tes-
tosterone levels had to be 
below 5 nonomoles per li-
ter (nmol/L) for a span of 
12 months. Telfer’s man-
ager, David McFarland, 
said Telfer would respect 
the decision.

“CeCe has turned her 
focus towards the future 

and is continuing to train. 
She will compete on the 
national — and world — 
stage again soon,” McFar-
land said. USATF said in a 
statement that in order for 
athletes to be eligible for 
the trials, they must meet 
the requirements to be a 
member of the U.S. Olym-
pic team, and that eligibili-
ty for the Olympics is gov-
erned by World Athletics.

It further explained: 
“Following notification 
from World Athletics on 
June 17 that the condi-
tions had not yet been 
met, USATF provided 
CeCe with the eligibility 
requirements and, along 
with World Athletics, the 
opportunity to demon-
strate her eligibility so 
that she could compete 
at the U.S. Olympic Team 
Trials. According to sub-
sequent notification to 
CeCe from World Athlet-
ics on June 22, she has 
not been able to demon-
strate her eligibility.”

In a blog last week in 
Women’s Health, Telfer 
said: “I love what I’m do-
ing and I’m getting to live 
my truth and live my au-
thentic life. I believe that 
this is my way of being the 
change that I want to see 
in the world. And I live by 
that every single day.” 

MILWAUKEE (AP): Trae Young re-
mains as poised as ever in hostile 
environments in his first postsea-
son.

Young scored 48 points, Clint 
Capela converted a go-ahead put-
back with 29.8 seconds left and the 
Atlanta Hawks beat the Milwaukee 
Bucks 116-113 on Wednesday 
night to open the Eastern Confer-
ence finals.

The Hawks improved to 6-2 in 
road playoff games this year and 
handed the Bucks their first home 
loss of the postseason.

“Ever since I was in middle 
school, when I was going on the 
road in middle school, I always 
loved playing on the road,” said 
Young, who was two points off 
his career high. “I loved playing 
against an opposing crowd, an 

opposing team. It feels like you’re 
really with your team, and it’s just 
them in the building. I think that 
really brings our group together.”

Game 2 is Friday night in Mil-
waukee.

Giannis Antetokounmpo had 
34 points, 12 rebounds and nine 
assists for the Bucks. Jrue Holiday 
added 33 points and 10 assists.

Milwaukee’s Khris Middleton 
missed a potential tying 3-pointer 
in the closing seconds. Although 
Middleton scored 15 points, he 
shot 6 of 23 and missed all nine of 
his 3-point attempts.

“I’ve just got to be better,” Mid-
dleton said. “It’s as simple as that.”

Never before had the Hawks 
won an Eastern Conference finals 
game since moving to Atlanta in 
1968. The Hawks reached the East 

finals in 2015, but were swept by 
Cleveland.

The Hawks did win a title in 
1958 and reached the league finals 
in 1957, 1960 and 1961 when they 
were in St. Louis.

“It’s special,” Young said. “I 
wanted to achieve things like this 
when I was a rookie. Coming in as 
a rookie, you don’t know how hard 
it is until you’ve got to actually do 
it.” John Collins added 23 points 
and 15 rebounds for the Hawks. 
Capela had 12 points and 19 re-
bounds.

Antetokounmpo scored the 
first six points in a 9-0 run that 
turned a 98-96 deficit into a 105-
98 advantage with 4:18 left. But 
the Hawks scored the next five 
points, and the game went back 
and forth from there.  

LONDON (AP): Kylian Mbappé 
scored the most goals in France 
last season, and Harry Kane did 
likewise in the Premier League.

It’s not just the fact that nei-
ther Paris Saint-Germain nor Tot-
tenham won their leagues that 
links them. Nor the fact that both 
strikers are being talked about for 
transfers to new clubs after the Eu-
ropean Championship.

Although prolific for their clubs 
— Mbappé with 27 league goals 
and Kane with 23 — neither has 
managed to replicate their domes-
tic scoring output at the European 
Championship.

Kane managed only one shot 
on target in the three games for 
England. Mbappé had three for 
France. But neither striker found 
the back of the net.

“I think it’s the world of a big 
player,” England coach Gareth 
Southgate said, discussing Kane. 
“Inevitably he’s come through 
those periods and scored import-
ant goals for us and played excep-
tionally well. So it’s a bit of a repet-
itive cycle.”

Perhaps it’s a reflection of the 
toll of more gruelling pandem-
ic-congested seasons on players’ 
bodies.

France is at least reaping the 
benefit of recalling Karim Benze-
ma after six years in international 
exile. It was the Real Madrid for-
ward scoring for France for the 
first time in 2,085 days — twice 
in fact — that secured a 2-2 draw 
against Portugal on Wednesday 
and passage into the round of 16.

“I knew as soon as I would be 
in the national team, the critics 
would come out — that is part of 
the football game but I never give 
up,” Benzema said. “Everyone was 
waiting for this goal and that was 
some kind of extra motivation for 
me. Of course there is another 
pressure than when you play for 
your club because it is your whole 
country but for me it is a great 
pleasure.”

At least it was Mbappé who 
earned a penalty for Benzema, 
which is a greater contribution 
than Kane has made as England 
also advanced as group winners.

Euro 2020, however, will be 
missing Europe’s leading striker 
in the knockout phase. Three goals 
from Robert Lewandowski weren’t 
enough to carry Poland through to 
the next round.

The top individual scorer is, 

unsurprisingly, Cristiano Ronaldo, 
with five for Portugal.

But it’s own-goals that made 
a big splash. After only nine own-
goals from 1960 to 2016 at Euro-
pean Championships, there have 
been eight in less than two weeks 
this year.

WING BACKS
While some leading strikers 

are struggling to make an impact, 
this tournament has been a stage 
for wing backs to shine.

Denzel Dumfries has been 
the unexpected star for the Neth-
erlands, capitalizing on a 3-5-2 
formation that gives him space 
to surge down the right when in 
attacking mode. Goals against the 
Ukraine and Austria — the PSV 
Eindhoven’s player first for the 
national team — helped them into 
the last 16.

While Dumfries was familiar 
to the Dutch, playing for the sec-
ond-place team in the domestic 
league, Robin Gosens has never 
played in the Bundesliga nor Ger-
many’s youth teams.

But after flourishing in Italy with 
Atalanta — which has become a reg-
ular in the Champions League — Go-
sens has more than justified Joachim 
Löw’s decision to call him up for in-
ternational duty. His signature per-
formance in the group stage came 
when he forced an own-goal, set up 
a goal and then scored himself in a 
4-2 win over Portugal.

VERSATILITY
What benefits any modern side 

is the versatility of players.
There’s Joshua Kimmich, who 

can excel as a right back or in mid-
field with Germany and Bayern 
Munich. And for so long a fullback 
at Bayern alongside him, David Al-
aba has flourished more recently 
as a center back. With Austria, he’s 

been more of a central defensive 
playmaker.

“You have the ball a lot in this 
position,” Alaba said. “You can set 
the pace and influence the buildup 
of the game more.”

Euro 2020 will be seeing more 
of him as Austria has advanced to the 
round of 16 for the first time, next play-
ing Italy. Then it’s off to a new chapter in 
his career at Real Madrid.

HOME COMFORTS
Euro 2020 is a unique tourna-

ment, affording home advantage to 
more countries than ever before.

Of the 11 cities being used 
across Europe, nine teams had 
the chance to play in their home 
stadiums. Only Italy and the Neth-
erlands, who both failed to quali-
fy for the last World Cup, won all 
three of their group matches.

Germany had a win, a draw 
and a loss in Munich. Denmark 
lost back-to-back games but over-
came the setbacks and emotions of 
Christian Eriksen’s collapse to end 
with a victory.

Hungary claimed one point 
from its two games in Budapest. 
Russia and Scotland lost both 
matches they played at home. 
Scotland’s only point, and best 
performance, came from playing 
at old rival England.

It’s Wembley Stadium which has 
the most matches at the tournament 
with eight, including the semifinals 
and the final. England managed two 
wins and that Scotland stalemate at 
its national stadium.

Spain had to wait until its third 
match to win after a pair of draws 
in Seville, where the hosts even 
grumbled about the conditions of 
their own field. It was a late switch 
of host cities after Bilbao was un-
able to guarantee entry to fans 
during the pandemic. 



7SummitTIMES | 25 June 2021

HAVE  A 
STORY 

TO 
SHARE? 

email us: 

news@
summittimes.com

ElseWhere

Aging Japanese nuclear reactor 
restarted after a decade

As pandemic restrictions wane, 
hopes rise for Europe travel

SWANSEA, Wales (AP): When Sierra 
Schade booked a trip to from Atlanta 
to Greece, she hoped more European 
countries would follow Greece’s lead 
and open to U.S. travelers.

She’s now been able to add Italy 
and France to the itinerary for her 
trip next month after the 27-nation 
European Union recommended last 
week that restrictions be lifted for 
American tourists.

As pandemic restrictions start to 
ease, travelers and the businesses in 
Europe that rely on them are eager 
for a return to something resembling 
normal.

In 2019, before the pandemic, 
tourism and related activities ac-
counted for 10% of the EU’s GDP, 
meaning the return of international 
travel is key to economic recovery, 
particularly for countries like Greece 
and Italy that rely more heavily on it. 
That figure was cut nearly in half in 
2020, according to the World Travel 
and Tourism Council.

There is guarded optimism about 
tourists returning this year, though 
the EU doesn’t expect growth in the 
industry to return to 2019 levels un-
til at least 2023.

Schade has flexibility because 
she works for an airline, but a con-
fusing patchwork of restrictions has 
made booking trips trickier for aver-
age travelers. And European travel-
ers still aren’t welcome in the U.S.

Within Europe, governments use 
a traffic light system where countries 
in green are deemed safe and coun-
tries in red unsafe, but they don’t 
all use the same criteria, befuddling 
those who want to take a trip.

And while the EU agreed that 

member countries should gradual-
ly remove restrictions on travelers 
from the U.S. and a handful of other 
countries, it’s ultimately up to each 
individual country to decide how 
and when it wants to open its bor-
ders. Different countries may also 
have different requirements about 
vaccinations and COVID testing.

Things could get a bit easier, at 
least for Europeans, when the EU 
Digital COVID Certificate comes into 
effect next week. The certificates 
will certify EU citizens’ tests and 
vaccinations, allowing them to travel 
between countries without having 
to quarantine or undergo coronavi-
rus tests.

Jennifer Janzen, from Europe’s 
largest airline association, Airlines 
for Europe, is hopeful that the certif-

icate, if adopted widely, will help at 
least combat Europeans’ confusion 
about travel, merging “27 different 
systems in order to travel, to one sin-
gle system.” She said that most Eu-
ropeans didn’t bother to travel out-
side their own countries with rules 
changing constantly, but an uptick is 
soon expected.

“We’re going from a ... long peri-
od of chaos, where nobody traveled, 
to now, a state where the industry 
is really hopeful that we will have 
some sort of recovery for European 
travel,” Janzen said. Many businesses 
that rely on tourists are still in wait-
and-see mode.

“Right now there is not much 
tourism in Barcelona because of the 
pandemic,” said Roger Martin. He 
and his parents own Bar del Pi, a 

tapas bar and restaurant in the heart 
of the Spanish city. He said the lack 
of young tourists and local nightlife 
has meant much less business.

Still, he is hopeful the EU health 
passport will bring more tourism 
and investment in local businesses, 
including his own. Not everyone has 
waited for a health passport to make 
a trip or let pandemic restrictions 
impede their travel plans.

Irina Gatilova, who lives in the 
Czech Republic and isn’t yet fully 
vaccinated, underwent coronavirus 
tests for a recent trip to Italy, also 
crossing through Austria and Germa-
ny. Shortly after, she went on a fami-
ly trip to Russia, where she currently 
is, knowing a mandatory quarantine 
awaits her upon her return home. 
Gatilova supports the idea of the 

EU’s health passport and plans to 
get one after her second dose of the 
vaccine. “Being outside the EU at the 
moment I don’t feel very comfort-
able in hotels or public places where 
they don’t ask for tests and people 
don’t wear masks,” she said. “If there 
were compulsory COVID passports 
for travelers, it would give me confi-
dence and peace of mind.”

Recent data from the European 
Travel Commission found that two-
thirds of Europeans plan to travel by 
the end of November.

Executive director and CEO Edu-
ardo Santander said the travel indus-
try in Europe is feeling additional 
relief and optimism with American 
travelers allowed in once again.

“U.S. travelers (are) very import-
ant for a lot of European destina-
tions that really depend on them and 
their market power,” he said, adding 
that these travelers often visit multi-
ple countries at a time. But Europe-
ans are still not allowed to visit the 
U.S., and Santander said that lack of 
reciprocity is posing a challenge for 
airlines that would prefer not to fly 
empty planes back to the U.S.

Still, U.S. airlines have scrambled 
to add new trans-Atlantic flight des-
tinations in wake of the recent news, 
with American Airlines spokesper-
son Nate Gatten welcoming it as a 
“positive development”

For Schade, the relaxation of re-
strictions means a chance to get out 
into the world again.

“We were both very COVID-safe,” 
she said, referring to the friend she 
plans to travel with. “So (this trip) is 
our first time...being out and able to 
do stuff that’s not at home.”

TOKYO (AP): A more 
than 40-year-old nuclear 
reactor in central Japan 
which suffered a deadly 
accident has resumed op-
eration after being taken 
offline for a decade after 
the March 2011 Fukushi-
ma nuclear disaster, as 
Japan pushes to meet its 
carbon emissions reduc-
tion goal.

Kansai Electric Power 
Co. said the Mihama No. 
3 reactor in Fukui pre-
fecture went back online 
Wednesday after work-
ers removed control rods 
inside the reactor.

The reactor, which 
started operation in 
1976, is one of Japan’s 
oldest. It’s one of three 
operated by Kansai Elec-
tric that were granted 
extensions to operate be-
yond their initial 40-year 

life, and is the first of the 
three to resume opera-
tion since meltdowns at 
the Fukushima nuclear 
power plant prompted 
extended safety checks 
and tougher standards at 
all Japanese reactors.

Some residents of 
Fukui and nearby areas 
filed a request for an 
injunction with Osaka 
District Court on Mon-
day because of concerns 
about the aging Mihama 
No. 3 reactor.

The reactor had an 
accident in 2004 in which 
hot water and steam 
leaked from a ruptured 
pipe in its turbine build-
ing, killing five workers 
and injuring six others.

Kansai Electric also 
plans to restart the two 
other aging reactors — 
Takahama No. 1 and No. 

2, also in Fukui — that 
received operating ex-
tensions.

Prime Minister Yoshi-
hide Suga, who pledged 
last October that Japan 
will achieve carbon neu-
trality by 2050, recently 
the raised 2030 target 
for reducing carbon 
emissions from 2013 lev-
els to 46% from the pre-
vious 26%. Japan is one 
of the world’s top carbon 
emitters.

A revision of Japan’s 
current energy plan, 
set in 2018, is expected 
around July. The 2050 
carbon emissions neu-
trality target will re-
quire drastic changes 
and likely prompt calls 
for the restart of more 
nuclear plants and pos-
sible construction of 
new reactors.

German 
business 
sentiment 
rises as 
pandemic 
ebbs
BERLIN (AP): Germa-
ny’s businesses are more 
optimistic than they’ve 
been in almost three 
years, according to a 
closely watched survey 
by Munich’s Ifo institute 
released Thursday.

Sentiment among 
German managers rose 
to 101.8 points in June, 
from 99.2 in May, its 
highest since November 
2018. The upbeat mood 
was partly spurred by 
declining coronavirus in-
fections and the reopen-
ing of large parts of the 
economy.

Analysts had expect-
ed a more moderate in-
crease in optimism from 
the questionnaire of 
about 9,000 businesses 
conducted every month.

One concern raised 
by manufacturing com-
panies was ongoing sup-
ply shortages. German 
automakers have been 
among those hit by a lack 
of semiconductors, re-
sulting in delivery delays 
for new cars.

German 
vaccine 
center 
flooded, 5 
injured by 
heavy hail
BERLIN (AP): Officials 
say a vaccination center 
was flooded and five peo-
ple were injured by hail 
during heavy storms in 
southwestern Germany 
overnight.

All appointments for 
Thursday at the vaccina-
tion center in Tuebingen 
were canceled after the 
site was swamped by tor-
rential rain late Wednes-
day.

Police said five people 
were injured in the near-
by town of Reutlingen af-
ter they were struck and 
injured by hail the size of 
tennis balls.

Firefighters were out 
in force across the region 
pumping water out of 
flooded basements and 
removing toppled trees 
from roads, police said.

The downpour also 
drenched players and 
spectators at the Germa-
ny-Hungary Euro 2020 
match held in Munich 
on Wednesday evening, 
forcing some public 
viewings to be aban-
doned. The game ended 
in a tie.

The neighboring 
Czech Republic and Swit-
zerland were also affect-
ed by the heavy rain, with 
some roads and train 
tracks made impassable 
by floodwater.

Last Apple Daily newspaper 
edition sold out across Hong Kong

HONG KONG (AP): 
Across Hong Kong, peo-
ple lined up early Thurs-
day to buy the last print 
edition of the last re-
maining pro-democracy 
newspaper.

By 8:30 a.m., Apple 
Daily’s final edition of 1 
million copies was sold 
out across most of the 
city’s newsstands. The 
newspaper said it would 
cease operations after 
police froze $2.3 million 
in assets, searched its of-
fice and arrested five top 
editors and executives 
last week, accusing them 
of foreign collusion to en-
danger national security 
— another sign Beijing is 
tightening its grip on the 
semi-autonomous city.

In recent years, the 
newspaper has become 
increasingly outspoken, 
criticizing Chinese and 
Hong Kong authorities 
for limiting the city’s 
freedoms not found in 
mainland China and ac-
cusing them of reneging 
on a promise to protect 
them for 50 years after 
the 1997 handover from 
Britain.

The pressure on 
the paper — and Hong 
Kong’s civil liberties — 
increased after author-
ities responded to mas-
sive protests in 2019 
with a sweeping national 
security law — used in 
the arrests of the news-
paper employees — and 
revamped Hong Kong’s 
election laws to keep op-
position voices out of the 
legislature.

“This is our last day, 
and last edition, does 
this reflect the reali-
ty that Hong Kong has 
started to lose its press 
freedom and freedom of 
speech?” said an Apple 
Daily graphic designer, 
Dickson Ng. “Why does it 
have to end up like this? 

Why is there not going 
to be the Apple (Daily) 
newspaper any more in 
Hong Kong?”

To a big applause, 
associate publisher 
Chan Pui-man told staff 
who gathered around 
the newsroom Wednes-
day night: “You’ve done 
a great job, everyone!” 
Chan was one of the five 
arrested last week.

Apple Daily printed 
1 million copies for the 
final edition, up from 
the usual 80,000. While 
pro-democracy media 
outlets still exist online, 
it was the only print 
newspaper of its kind left 
in the city.

On Wednesday night, 
over 100 people stood 
outside Apple Daily’s of-
fice building in the rain 
to show their support, 
as employees worked on 
the final edition, taking 
photographs and shout-
ing words of encourage-
ment.

In the early hours 
of Thursday, residents 
in the city’s Mong Kok 
neighborhood in the 
working-class Kowloon 
district began lining up 
hours before the paper 
hit the stands.

Thursday’s edition 
splashed an image of an 
Apple Daily employee in 

the office waving at sup-
porters surrounding the 
building, with the head-
line “Hong Kongers bid 
a painful farewell in the 
rain, ‘We support Apple 
Daily.’” By Thursday, Ap-
ple Daily’s website was 
inaccessible, with a no-
tice that read: “We are 
sad to inform you that 
Apple Daily and Next 
Magazine’s web and app 
content will no longer be 
accessible at 23:59, 23 
June 2021, HKT.”

“We would like to 
thank all of our readers, 
subscribers, advertisers, 
and Hongkonger for your 
loyal support,” the notice 
said.

A similar notice was 
posted on its news app.

Apple Daily’s closure 
marks a “dark day for 
press freedom in Hong 
Kong,” said Thomas Kel-
logg, executive director 
of the Georgetown Cen-
ter for Asian Law.

“Without Apple Dai-
ly, Hong Kong is less 
free than it was a week 
ago. Apple Daily was an 
important voice, and it 
seems unlikely that any 
other media outlet will 
be able to fill its shoes, 
given growing restric-
tions on free speech and 
freedom of the press,” he 
said. British Foreign Sec-

retary Dominic Raab said 
on Twitter that the na-
tional security law is be-
ing used to curtail free-
dom and punish dissent.

The forced closure by 
Hong Kong authorities 
“is a chilling demonstra-
tion of their campaign 
to silence all opposition 
voices,” Raab said.

German Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson Maria 
Adebahr called the clo-
sure a “hard blow against 
press freedom in Hong 
Kong.”

“In our view this is 
another sign that plu-
ralism, freedom of opin-
ion and freedom of the 
press in Hong Kong are 
subject to erosion, which 
can particularly be seen 
since the National Secu-
rity Law came into force,” 
Adebahr said.

It was the first time 
the national security law 
had been used against 
journalists for something 
they published.

More than 100 peo-
ple, including the city’s 
most outspoken pro-de-
mocracy advocates, have 
been arrested under the 
security legislation. They 
include media tycoon 
Jimmy Lai, who found-
ed Apple Daily in 1995. 
Many others have fled 
abroad.
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STYLE STAR! The fashion guru, Olivia Palermo is seen looking 
chic on the streets of New York City.
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Aries:
Your daily affirmation: “I trust myself to create the 
abundance I deserve.” Repeat these words out loud 
to yourself with unyielding faith as you begin your day. 
Even better, write it down in your journal a few times 
or pin it up on your work desk as a reminder. What 
the Universe wants you to know is that the wealth you 
need for this venture will come your way soon.
Tip: “I trust myself to create the abundance I deserve.”
Taurus:
That vision board looks sharp, Taurus, but it isn’t going 
to manifest itself. This phase of your life is about put-
ting the given plan into action. Remember, everything 
seems intimidating at first—until you get the hang of 
it. So, motivate yourself to take that first step and trust 
that you will find a way to learn the ways of the world 
as you go along. 
Tip: It’s time to put the given plan into action.
Gemini:
There are some days when everything seems top-
sy-turvy, but today is *not* one of those days, Gemini. 
You’ve got a smile on your face and a song in your 
soul. You know that the divine forces are with you, 
and they will turn the most challenging circumstances 
around. So keep the faith, beautiful. Keep affirming 
the good within and without. As you do, trust that the 

portal of healing and abundance is being activated for 
you.
Tip: The divine forces are with you and they’re helping 
you turn the most sticky situations around. 
Cancer:
Setting off on an adventure may or may not be an 
option right now. But that doesn’t mean life has to be 
colourless. What the Universe is offering you today: 
the opportunity to board that flight of fantasy. So, 
take some time off from your routine to dream a new 
dream, to vision board about what you want to call 
into your reality, and set an intention about the ways 
in which you would like to be supported by the Uni-
verse. .
Tip: Get ready to board the flights of fantasy.
Leo:
It’s been a roller coaster ride, Leo, with little or no re-
spite. Quite frankly, you’re exhausted! So, instead of 
pushing against the flow, hit the pause button. Take 
that much-needed breather. A yin yoga session or a 
therapeutic massage are some of the ways in which 
you can decompress. If spending time outdoors is an 
option, reconnect with Mother Nature. Dig your feet 
into the soil and wrap the trees around you in a warm 
embrace. Meditating under the open skies may also 
be a good way to bring your body and being into bal-

ance.
Tip: Take a breather.
Virgo:
When we’re stuck in the ego space, all we’re able 
to focus on is the differences. When we tap into that 
space of love, however, we open the pathway to one-
ness. It all comes down to where you will choose to 
vibrate at, Virgo, and we do hope that you will make 
the right choices today. It’s time to make peace where 
there has been war. It’s time to become the flagbearer 
of change. Your angels and guides are with you, help-
ing you bring about a shift.
Tip: It’s time to become the flagbearer of change. 
Libra:
Given that we’re in retrograde season, unhealed trau-
ma from the past is coming up in a big way. Here’s the 
thing, Libra: you have a choice. You always have a 
choice. To choose the path of denial or to act respon-
sibly. Something tells us you’re in the mood to work 
through the heavy emotions and bring about a signif-
icant change. Remember, the other person is merely 
a mirror. A catalyst who is getting you to look within.
Tip: The other person is merely a catalyst, so treat 
them with respect.
Scorpio:
What if we said that you are an open channel for love, 

healing, and abundance, and that everything you 
ever need will always be provided to you? You are 
beginning to see proof of your co-creating abilities, 
and it’s oh-so-magickal, Scorpio! Today, the cards are 
also bringing your attention to the quote ‘the more you 
give...’ So, offer your help freely, support small busi-
nesses, donate to charitable organisations that have 
been on your radar. Know that the seeds of goodness 
you are planting today will come back to you manifold.
Tip: “The more you give...”
Sagittarius:
You’re many things, Sagittarius, but mediocre is cer-
tainly not one of them. What the cards are reminding 
you is that you are here to inspire change. You are 
here to start a revolution and help the masses ques-
tion the rules that have been handed down to them. 
But, you can only create this change if you practice 
what you preach. 
Tip: You are here to inspire change by living your truth 
boldly.
Capricorn:
Do you ever just look around and notice all the things 
that are transpiring for you, all the ways in which the 
Universe is conspiring so you can live the life of your 
dreams? The miracles are endless, Capricorn, and 
the support of both your earth angels and spirit team 

is strong. So, take a moment to count your blessings 
instead of nitpicking. 
Tip: Oh, look! There’s a rainbow beyond the clouds.
Aquarius:
We all need a little bit of hope and optimism once in a 
while. We all need a little bit of motivation to get back in 
the game. What makes *you* feel good, Aquarius? What 
are the activities that release your happy hormones? 
More importantly, who are the people in your life that re-
mind you of the rainbow that exists beyond the clouds. 
It’s time to get in touch with them in your own special way. 
Tip: It’s time to open the door to hope and optimism.
Pisces:
There’s got to be more to life than amassing wealth 
and making your way up the corporate ladder. Thank 
goddess for art, music, and drama! Thank goddess for 
the creative and the intuitive and for everything that lies in 
between. If you’ve been unsure of your sacred purpose, 
this is your affirmation that you are meant to help human-
ity ascend to the next level of consciousness as a conduit 
of the Divine Feminine energy. Pisces, do you know 
how many people you inspire by just being *you*? PS: 
We’re blinded by your awesomeness.
Tip: You are here to help humanity ascend to the 
next level of consciousness as a conduit of the Divine 
Feminine energy.

Britney Spears tells judge: 
‘I want my life back’

LOS ANGELES (AP): After 13 years of near silence in the con-
servatorship that controls her life and money, Britney Spears 
passionately told a judge Wednesday that she wants to end 
the “abusive” case that has made her feel demoralized and en-
slaved. Speaking in open court for the first time in the case, 
Spears condemned her father and others who control the con-
servatorship, which she said has compelled her to use birth 
control and take other medications against 
her will, and prevented her from getting 
married or having another child.

“This conservatorship is doing 
me way more harm than good,” the 
39-year-old Spears said. “I deserve 
to have a life.” She spoke fast and 
sprinkled profanity into the writ-
ten speech that lasted more than 
20 minutes as her parents, fans 
and journalists listed to an audio 
livestream. Many of the details 
Spears revealed have been carefully 
guarded by the court for years.

Spears told Los Angeles Superior 
Court Judge Brenda Penny that “I want to 
end this conservatorship without being eval-
uated.” Penny thanked the pop star for her “cou-
rageous” words but made no rulings. A long legal 
process is likely before any decision is made on terminating 
the conservatorship. Spears said she wants to marry her boy-
friend Sam Asghari and have a baby with him, but she is not 
allowed to even drive with him.

“All I want is to own my money and for this to end and 
for my boyfriend to be able to drive me in his (expletive) car,” 
Spears said. “I truly believe this conservatorship is abusive,” 
Spears said, adding at another point, “I want my life back.”

When an attorney representing her co-conservator said 
the hearing and transcript should be kept sealed if private 
medical information was to be revealed, Spears shouted her 
down, saying her words should be public. “They’ve done a 
good job at exploiting my life,” Spears said, “so I feel like it 
should be an open court hearing and they should listen and 
hear what I have to say.” She went on to say she was forced 
to take lithium — which made her feel “drunk” — after re-
hearsals broke down for a Vegas residency in 2019, which was 
subsequently canceled. She said all she had done was disagree 
with one part of the show’s choreography.

“I’m not here to be anyone’s slave,” Spears said. “I can say 
no to a dance move.” “Not only did my family not do a god-
damn thing, my dad was all for it,” Spears said. She accused 
her father of relishing his power over her, as he showed when 
she failed a series of psychological tests in 2019 and forced 
her to go into a mental hospital. “I cried on the phone for an 
hour, and he loved every minute of it,” Spears said. ”The con-
trol he had over someone as powerful as me, as he loved the 

control to hurt his own daughter 100,000%.” Spears said she 
felt forced to do the Las Vegas residency on the heels of a tour, 
and felt like a great weight was lifted when it was canceled. She 
has not performed or recorded since. Spears also said several 
nurses often watch her every move, not even letting her change 
her clothes in private. Vivian Thoreen, attorney for Spears’ father, 

James Spears, gave a brief statement on his behalf after 
conferring with him during a recess. “He is sorry to 

see his daughter suffering and in so much pain,” 
Thoreen said. “Mr. Spears loves his daughter, 

and misses her very much.”
James Spears serves as co-conser-

vator of his daughter’s finances, and 
also had control of her life decisions 
for most of the conservatorship. He 

currently serves as co-conservator 
of her finances.

Britney Spears said her years-long 
public silence has falsely created the 

impression that she approved of her cir-
cumstances. “I’ve lied and told the whole 

world, ‘I’m OK, I’m happy,’ ” she said. “I’ve 
been in denial, I’ve been in shock. I am trau-

matized.” More than 100 fans from the so 
called #FreeBritney movement gathered outside 

the courthouse before the hearing, holding signs that read 
“Free Britney now!” and “Get out of Britney’s life!”

Fan Marissa Cooper was inside the courtroom, and cried 
and occasionally clapped during the remarks. “It was insane,” 
Cooper said outside court. “Everyone that’s been following 
this has been called crazy since the beginning, and conspiracy 
theorists, so it just feels really really good to actually hear it 
from her.” Spears said she has not felt heard in any of her pre-
vious appearances before the court, all of which were sealed 
from the public.

Her court-appointed attorney, Samuel Ingham III, said 
he made no attempt to “control, or filter, or edit” his client’s 
words. He said Spears has not officially asked him to file a pe-
tition to end the conservatorship.

Spears said she had done research that showed her con-
servatorship could be ended without further evaluation of 
her. But under California law, the burden would be on her 
to prove she is competent to manage her own affairs, and an 
intensive investigation and evaluation is probably inevitable 
before it can come to an end. The conservatorship was put in 
place as she underwent a mental health crisis in 2008. She has 
credited its initial establishment with saving her from finan-
cial ruin and keeping her a top flight pop star.

Her father and his attorneys have emphasized that she and 
her fortune, which court records put at more than $50 million, 
remain vulnerable to fraud and manipulation. Under the law, 
the burden would be on Spears to prove she is competent be-
fore the case could end.

Erika Jayne Shares Her Truth About Divorcing 
Tom Girardi After Being "Pushed" Out

Jewish Museum in Berlin opens 
kids’ museum about Noah’s Ark

During the June 23 episode of The Real 
Housewives of Beverly Hills, Erika 

Jayne shared more details about what led 
her to divorce Tom Girardi.

Erika Jayne is getting real about her 
split from Tom Girardi. 

During the Wednesday, June 23 epi-
sode of The Real Housewives of Bever-
ly Hills, the 49-year-old TV personality 
opened up to her co-stars about decid-
ing to move on from her marriage of 
21 years. The initial discussion came 
during a group meal at Sutton Stracke's 
party and followed conversations about 
the topic that first began in last week's 
installment.  "Let's discuss the elephant in 
the room," Erika said in the new episode. 
"So, my life drastically changed this week. 
I let go of my Lamborghini. I let go of my 
16,000-square-foot home. I let go of my 
marriage. I let go of everything."

The singer further explained to the 
camera that she made the difficult 
choice to leave the marriage because she 
had felt "pushed" out of the partnership.  
"I literally made a decision that I had to," 

she shared. "I left because he pushed me 
further and further out. The conversa-
tions that I used to have were now re-
duced down to a sentence or two. I just 
kept walking around that house, and 
knowing that this marriage was headed 
down a really s--tty path, I had to make 
a choice to do what was right for me. I 
couldn't live that way anymore."

She went on to inform her friends 
that she purposely hadn't told them de-
tails about the split until now so as not 
to put them in a "bad position" legally as 
the divorce process plays out. 

"I struggled for a long time knowing 
that I had to leave," she explained in her 
confessional. "But once I made my deci-
sion, I spent a good 30 days closing out 
certain parts of my life. I cried every day. 
This was the end of a massive part of my 
life and stepping into, basically, a void."

Erika added that she was "met with 
such resistance" from Tom when she 
tried to get them to talk things out. She 
also claimed that the differences in sta-
tus, given that he is 33 years older and 

was wealthy when they first met, meant 
she "was always dismissed" if she were 
to bring up her hurt feelings. 

The reality star shared that she in-
tentionally filed for divorce on Nov. 3 be-
cause it was Election Day 2020 and she 
"wanted it to get buried" in the news cy-
cle, but that media outlets nonetheless 
wrote about the news of her split. 

Indeed, E! News was first to report the 
divorce, and the headline for our exclusive 
reporting was flashed onscreen during 
the episode. At the time, Erika released a 
statement saying in part that this was "not 
a step taken lightly or easily."

After her statement was released, a 
source close to Erika told E! News that 
Tom's alleged infidelity was the reason 
for the breakup. Tom's team did not re-
spond to E! News' request for comment. 

In addition, the attorney is currently 
facing legal issues after past clients ac-
cused him of fraud and embezzlement. 
Neither Tom nor Erika, who is also listed 
as a defendant in the suit, has yet to file 
responses to these complaints.

BERLIN (AP): Torrential rain pours down, 
waves break and big puddles splash as visi-
tors enter the new children’s museum at the 
Jewish Museum in Berlin. No surprise there, 
because the exhibit is dedicated to the an-
cient story of Noah’s Ark and begins in the 
middle of the biblical deluge.

Young children are invited to 
actively participate in Noah’s 
journey as soon as they set 
foot in the new ANOHA Chil-
dren’s World, which opens 
Sunday. They can build lit-
tle arks that they can float 
on a “deluge simulator” or 
help rescue 150 animals, 
created by over a dozen art-
ists out of recycled material 
such as old spoons, espresso cof-
feemakers, pieces of carpet or bike 
fenders. They can even use the animals’ 
pretend excrement — represented by brown 
felt balls — to fertilize plants.

They can also cuddle a gigantic sloth, 
crawl through the serpentine body of an ana-
conda or take a rest on a yellow-eyed octopus.

The circular, wooden Ark is the center-
piece of the museum and spans 7 meters (23 
feet) tall and 28 meters (91 feet) wide. At its 
heart is an empty space where visitors are in-

vited to sit down, linger and think about life’s 
big universal questions: about God and the 
world, the past and the future.

At the end of the tour, there are glimps-
es of the earth again, rocks lurking out of the 
retreating floods and a big rainbow on which 

kids can write their thoughts, wishes 
or worries. The ANOHA museum 

was built inside a former flow-
er market, across the street 

from the Jewish Museum’s 
main building on a 2,700 
square-meter (29,000 
square-foot) space. It was 
meant to open in May 
2020 but was delayed by 

the coronavirus pandemic.
While the main Jewish 

Museum’s permanent and tem-
porary exhibitions primarily cater 

to adults and teenagers, the children’s mu-
seum targets the youngest visitors, children 
between 3 and 10.

“We tried to always listen to the children 
when we created this world,” Ane Kleine-En-
gel, the head of the children’s museum, told 
The Associated Press. “From the beginning of 
the museum’s development, children were in-
volved in the process and we plan to keep them 
on board as co-curators in the future as well.” 


