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CM returns from Gujarat

SILIGURI, 09 APR (IPR): 

Chief Minister, PS Tamang, arrived at the Bagdogra Airport, today, after par-
ticipating in the 'Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav' in Gujarat. 
The Chief Minister was accompanied by  Minister for Power Department, 

MN Sherpa, Secretary to CM, SD Dhakal along with other officials. 
Upon his arrival, the Chief Minister was received by Officials of Home, 

Tourism and Civil Aviation Departments along with the Information and Pub-
lic Relations Department.

 Sikkim to organise vaccination 
festival Teeka Ustav 

GANGTOK, 09 APR (IPR): 
The Chief Secretary of Sikkim, S.C. Gupta 
chaired a meeting today to discuss the Tee-
ka Utsav- Vaccination Festival to be held 
in Sikkim from April 11, 2021 to April 14, 
2021.

During the meeting, the Chief Secretary 
informed that on the 8th of April, the Prime 
Minister of India, Narendra Modi had inter-
acted with the Chief Ministers of various 
states regarding the COVID-19 situation 
via video conference where the Prime Min-
ister has mentioned that to fight against 
COVID-19 effort/focus should be to vacci-
nate maximum number of people.  Keeping 
this in mind, the Prime Minister has an-
nounced to organize Teeka Utsav- Vaccina-
tion Festival, he added.

In this context, the  Chief Minister of 
Sikkim, Prem Singh Tamang will be chair-
ing a high level meeting on 10th April with 
all the Departmental Heads to prepare a 
road map for the Vaccination drive, he fur-
ther informed.

He said that in Sikkim, Vaccination drive 
is being carried out in systematic and effi-
cient manner in every hospital, PHSCs of all 
the districts for the people above 45 years 
and above.  

He said that for the convenience of the 
people and adhering to the safety protocol 
of COVID-19, the venue for the Teeka Ustav 
would be the Indoor Gymnasium Hall of 
Paljor Stadium. He directed the concerned 
officials to make proper arrangements for 
the Ustav so that the vaccination drive is 

carried out effectively.
The vaccination drive will also be car-

ried out in Ranipool Urban PHC from Mon-
day i.e. April 11, 2021.

It may be mentioned here that the Co-
rona Curfew will continue in the State from 
10:00 pm to 6:00 am till further orders.

Kanchenjunga Shield 2021 
'A' Division League begins

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 09 Apr: 

Kanchenjunga Shield 
2021 'A' Division 

League has started here 
at Sikkim Cricket ground 
at Rangpo, East District 
on Friday. The annual 
cricket league is being or-
ganized by Sikkim Crick-
et Association [SICA].

In the inaugural 
match played today, Ne-
pali Police Cricket Club 
[NPCC] registered an 
easy victory over White 
Conch Cricket Club 
[WCCC] by 10 wickets. 
After winning the toss, 
WCCC decided to bat first 
and were all out for 62 
runs in 24.5 overs. Ne-
pal Police CC reached the 
target in just 7.4 overs to 
register its first win in 
the league.

Advisor to the In-
formation Technolo-
gy Department, Ten-
zing Lamtha was the 
chief guest of the inau-
gural day.

Speaking to the me-
dia, SICA general sec-
retary, Tshewang Lama 
expressed that SICA has 
been providing expo-
sure to local cricketers 
through such leagues 
and tournaments to give 
them more experience, 
which, he added, would 
ultimately help them in 
upcoming national tour-
naments. 

He added that eight 
local teams and two 
guest teams are par-
ticipating in this A Di-
vision league. He in-
formed that a total of 
33 teams participated 
in Kanchenjunga Shield 
2020, of them eight top 
teams have got entry in 
A Division league and 
rest are in the B Division 
and SICA has also start-
ed C Division for new 
clubs of the State.

Mr Lama mentioned 
that SICA plans to con-
duct BCCI tournaments 
at Rangpo cricket ground 

along with other home 
tournaments. He added 
that the association also 
plans to hold a school 
tournament at Rangpo 
cricket ground.

A total of ten teams 
are participating in 
this A division cricket 
league of SICA, which 
have been divided into 
two pools for league 
matches. Pool A has 
NPCC, WCCC, Gyalshing 
District Cricket Welfare 
Association and Royal 
North Brothers, while 
Rajasthan Club, Kolkata, 
Alpine Sporting Club, 
Jorethang Brothers CC 
‘A’ Himalayan Rivals 
Cricket Club, Namchi 
and Black Caps Lachung 
are in Pool ‘B’. 

It is informed that 
Nepal Police CC consists 
of international players 
who represented Nepal 
in the recently concluded 
U-19 World Cup and Ra-
jasthan Club, Kolkata is 
an elite A Division team. 

55 students selected under CM’s 
Merit Scholarship Scheme

Gangtok, 09 Apr (IPR): 
The Counselling cum Al-
lotment of seats under 
Chief Minister's Merit 
Scholarship Scheme or-
ganised by Education 
Department was held at 
Tashi Namgyal Senior 
Secondary School, today.

Minister for Educa-
tion Department, Kunga 
Nima Lepcha was pres-
ent as the chief guest. 
The programme had the 
presence of Advisor, M.P. 
Subba, Additional Chief 
Secretary, Education 
Department, G.P Upa-
dhyaya, Officials from 
Education Department, 
School Heads, teachers 
from different Schools 
of the State, selected stu-
dents under Chief Min-
ister Merit Scholarship 
Scheme and their par-
ents and guardians.

The chief guest in his 
address congratulated 
all the 55 students who 
had achieved this merit 
scholarship and said that 
it is a golden opportuni-
ty provided by the Gov-
ernment for students to 
study in reputed schools 
within the State. He em-

phasized on the impor-
tance of education in 
every endeavour of an 
individual. 

He said that the Mer-
it Awards will be a huge 
motivation for all other 
students in Sikkim to 
perform better in their 
academics. In conclusion, 
the Minister appreciat-
ed the efforts taken by 
the parents, the school 
heads, teachers and the 
authorities in supporting 
these children achieve 
this success. 

Additional Chief Sec-
retary, G.P Upadhyaya in-
formed that a total of 50 
students from different 
Schools are being select-
ed under this Chief Min-
ister Merit Scholarship 
along with five additional 
seats from Dzongu area 
to give more facilities to 
the children from the re-
mote areas and these five 
will be allotted seats in 
Tashi Namgyal Academy 
School, Gangtok. 

He added that the se-
lected students will be 
allotted seats in the fol-
lowing Schools:

1. Tashi Namgyal 

Academy, (East)
2. St. Xavier’s School, 

Pakyong (East)
3. St. Joseph Convent, 

Martam (East)
4. Palzor Namgyal 

Girls School (East)
5. Namchi Public 

School (South)
6. Manjushree Public 

School, Temi (South)
7. Don Bosco, Malba-

sey (West)
8. St. Mary’s Convent, 

Geyzing (West)

He further informed 
that Palzor Namgyal Girls 
School and Manjushree 
Public School have been 
included from this year. 
He said that the motive 
behind the Chief Minis-
ter's Merit Scholarship 
Scheme is to ensure rich 
academic and infrastruc-
tural supports to the de-
serving students which 
will further encourage 
other students in the 
State as well.

The programme con-
cluded with the vote of 
thanks proposed by Ad-
ditional Director, Text-
book Exam and Scholar-
ship, Suchita Subba. 

Tourism stakeholders meet Minister, want mandatory RTPCR test rule for tourists relaxed
Gangtok, 09 Apr [IPR]: A meeting of 
tourism stakeholder associations and 
officials of the Tourism & Civil Avia-
tion Department was convened today 
chaired by Tourism Minister BS Panth 
on Covid-19 preparedness and to tack-
le the second wave of the pandemic.

With the continuous rise of the 
Covid-19 graph in the State and the en-
tire nation, the Home Department had 
issued a notification in accordance to 
the guidelines of the Ministry where in 
a Negative RTPCR Test certificate prior 
to 72 hours of arrival for visiting tour-
ists was made mandatory. 

The representatives of the stake-

holder associations have expressed 
their anguish on the above notification 
which has created confusion among 
the tourist as well as the stakeholders, 
thus resulting in cancellation of many 
bookings/ reservations.

The stakeholders stated that the 
onus is always on the Hotels, Restau-
rants, Tour Operators, Luxury Tourist 
Vehicles and Tourist Service provid-
ers with severe impact on their liveli-
hoods and businesses while the hotels 
in neighboring West Bengal, Darjeeling 
and Kalimpong are operating with full 
occupancy.

The stakeholders have appealed for 

removal of the mandatory Negative RT-
PCR test certificate 72 hours prior to 
arrival from the directives and in return 
have assured to take full responsibility 
for taking effective measures in contain-
ing the spread of Covid-19 and would 
adopt and embrace Covid-appropriate 
behaviour strictly in all their establish-
ments and tourist business operations.

The stakeholders have requested 
for an appointment with the Chief Min-
ister to express their grievances and 
the Minister for Tourism & Civil Avia-
tion has agreed to fix an appointment 
on the availability of the Chief Minister.

The stakeholders have also placed a 

demand for considering the stakehold-
ers and the members of the Tourism 
Industry to be considered at par with 
the frontline workers and facilitate 
them in getting their Covid-19 Vaccina-
tion on priority as they directly come 
in contact with people from all walks 
of life.

The meeting was also attended by 
YT Lepcha, Advisor, Tourism & Civ-
il Aviation department, Lukendra 
Rasaily, Chairman, Sikkim Tourism 
Development Corporation, Dr K Jaya 
Kumar, Additional Chief Secretary, 
Kuldeep Chettri, Secretary, Senior 
Officials of the Tourism & Civil Avia-

tion department, Roshan Raj Shrestha 
(SHRA), Norgay Lachungpa (TAAS), 
Ganesh Shivakothi (SUTO), Jigmee Bhu-
tia (Homestays Association), Chamba 
C. Sherpa (ASHTHA), President, Luxury 
Vehicle Association, Rakesh Mohra (OR-
HAS) and Raj Lama (SHRA) along with 
their respective office executives.

The meeting ended with the assur-
ance from the Minister to look into the 
demands and problems being faced by 
the stakeholders. The Minister also ap-
pealed to all the stakeholders to co-op-
erate and work collectively and respon-
sively during such trying times owing to 
the pandemic.

NUMBER OF ACTIVE COVID 
CASES CROSSES 100

Madhya Pradesh tourist among 6 new cases 
SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 09 Apr: 

After a long time, the number of active cases of 
novel coronavirus has crossed the 100-mark once 

again and stands at 101 with six new cases reported 
in the last 24 hours in the State. Of the six new cas-
es, five were reported in East District and one in West 
District.

On the other hand, with no new recovery, the fig-
ure of recovered cases of COVID-19 in Sikkim stands 
still at 5980. Sikkim’s tally of confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 has now reached 6329.

In his daily health bulletin on Friday, Health De-
partment State IEC Officer, Sonam Gyaltsen Bhutia in-
formed that six new cases were found in the testing of 
199 samples on Thursday. Samples of five persons were 
found positive for COVID-19 in the RT-PCR testing of 154 
samples and one more new case was reported in the 
rapid antigen testing of 41 samples, he added.

While giving details of new cases, Mr Bhutia in-
formed that one person from Army quarter in Bar-
dang, two from Rangpo and one from NHPC Balwatar 
in East District tested positive for COVID-19. 

He added that one person, who has tested positive 
and is presently admitted in COVID dedicated STNM 
hospital, had given the address of Assam during test-
ing in Central Referral Hospital, Tadong but later said 
that he/she is from GREF camp Zuluk during admis-
sion in STNM hospital so the health team has been 
enquiring in order to trace all contacts of the patient. 

Likewise, one tourist from Indore, Madhya Pradesh 
has also reported positive for COVID-19 during test-
ing in West District and was referred to Siliguri, he 
added. Mr Bhutia mentioned that the contact tracing 
team has already tracked hotels the tourist had stayed 
in North District, Gangtok and other places.

Meanwhile, a total of 8484 persons in different 
categories have been vaccinated for COVID-19 in dif-
ferent parts of Sikkim on Thursday. Out of 8484 per-
sons, 7846 persons have received the first dose and 
638 have completed their vaccine schedule with the 
second shot.
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ANTHEYSTHI KRIYA
Smt Jas Hang Subba W/O Late Bir Hang Sub-
ba R/O Upper Singithang Below Namchi Fire 
Station   has left for her heavenly abode on 
5/4/21.The bereaved family deeply thank-
ful to those who graced the final rites and 
would request your presence for anthestri 
kriya falling on 13th April 2021 in residence 
at namchi singithang. 

Mr. Maniraj subba,Kumar  Subba,
Bharat Subba, Amber Singh Subba,  

Mrs Sarita Subba (Daughter) 
and Bijoy Subba (Son in law)

Yashasvi Medical & clinic, 
5th Mile, Opposite Manipal Gate.  

NEW CLINIC TIMING.  
Doctor Available: (Monday- Saturday)  
1.General Physician: 7 AM-9AM,  
2.OBG & Gynecologist: 9-10AM. 
3.Pediatrician: 8:30-9:30 AM.  
4.Skin Specialist: 5-7PM. 
5. Orthopaedic : 5-7 PM.  
6.Cardio Specialist: 4-6PM. 
7.Medicine (Gastrointestinal Specialist) :5-6PM.

Call For Appointment : 6294683018 / 7908242665

IPR school intervention on COVID-19 at Greendale school
GANGTOK, 09 APR (IPR): 

With an aim to take 
the Jan Andolan 

Campaign on Covid-19 
to the Educational Insti-
tutions in the State, the 
Information & Public Re-
lations Department (IPR) 
conducted a school in-
tervention at Greendale 
Senior Secondary School 
today. 

The programme 
had IEC Officer Health 
Department, Sonam G. 
Bhutia as the resource 
person, and had the pres-
ence and participation 
of Principal Greendale 
School, Tabitha Pradhan, 
faculty members of the 
school, students of class 
9 to class 12, and officials 
from IPR Department.

A comprehensive 
presentation on ‘Jan An-
dolan’ was made by the 
officials from the IPR 
Department, covering 
the focus areas namely 
Testing, Tracing, Treat-
ment, Covid Appropriate 

Behaviour and Vaccina-
tion. The students and 
faculty members were 
sensitised with thorough 
presentation, hands-on 
demonstration and an 
extensive questionnaire 
survey. 

IEC Officer, Sonam 
G. Bhutia gave a presen-
tation on ‘Jan Andolan’ 
campaign which empha-
sises on “Dawai Bhi, Ka-
dai Bhi” (medicines as 
well as strict preventive 
measures). His presenta-

tion covered aspects like 
the four golden rules- To 
adopt Healthy Immunity 
Boosting System, Follow 
Social Distancing, Wash 
hands with soap/hand 
wash and water thor-
oughly, and the impor-
tance of wearing masks 
at all times in public plac-
es, which are the key pre-
ventive measures against 
the virus.  He urged the 
students and faculty 
to share the acquired 
knowledge with family 

and society.
Principal, Greendale 

Senior Secondary School, 
Tabitha Pradhan in her 
address highlighted 
the initiatives taken by 
the school in dealing 
with the pandemic and 
yet ensuring that the 
activities of the school 
continued with neces-
sary precautions. She 
thanked the team from 
the IPR Department 
and the resource per-
son for today’s session 

covering all aspects of 
Covid-19.

It may be informed 
that IPR Department is 
the Nodal Department to 
coordinate and collabo-
rate with all the depart-
ments to effectively im-
plement the campaign in 
the State of Sikkim. 

Considering cognitive 
awareness of Novel Coro-
navirus in Educational 
Institutions amongst 
the school administra-
tors, teachers and staff, 
parents, caregivers and 
community members, as 
well as children them-
selves in promoting safe 
and healthy schools, IPR 
Department initiated a 
proactive approach and 
launched its first school 
intervention on 2nd De-
cember 2020 in Sichey 
Senior Secondary School. 
The department aims 
to take the campaign 
to schools and colleges 
across the State, in the 
coming days.

RDD bids farewell to 13 retired SRDA employees
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 09 Apr:

A farewell cum ex-
perience sharing 

programme of retired 
officials and staff of Sik-
kim Rural Development 
Agency (SRDA), Rural 
Development Depart-
ment was organized to-
day at Janta Bhawan con-
ference hall. 

A press release in-
forms that recently re-
tired 13 SRDA officials 
consisting of Additional 
Project Director, Joint 
Project Directors, Project 
Officers, Asst Project Of-
ficers, Project Managers 
and Project Assistants 
were bid farewell by the 
staff and officials of SRDA 
and RDD. 

The program was 
attended by Principal 
Secretary, RDD, C.S. Rao 
and the Commission-

er-cum-Project Director, 
SRDA/RDD, Dr. P. Senthil 
Kumar along with about 
35 officials and staff of 
the Department. 

The main objective 

of the programme was 
to bid farewell and share 
their long service ex-
perience in the field of 
poverty alleviation and 
rural development pro-

gramme. In his address 
Principal Secretary, RDD, 
highlighted the role and 
service during their 
service period and ex-
pressed good wishes for 

their retired life. 
Commissioner/RDD, 

Dr. P. Senthil Kumar 
highlighted about the 
role of DRDA in im-
plementation of vari-
ous rural development 
programs and the role 
played by the SRDA 
officials and staff in 
achieving the rural de-
velopment objectives 
in the state. He ex-
pressed and conveyed 
happy and healthy re-
tired life to all retiring 
officials and staff. SRDA 
officials and Staff actively 
involved in the program 
and expressed their grat-
itude to the retiring offi-
cials and staff. 

The program was 
conducted by Asst Proj-
ect Officer, Mamita and 
welcome address was 
delivered by HR Bhatarai, 
Joint Project Director. 
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Governor and First Lady 
receive second dose of vaccine

Gangtok, 09 Apr (IPR): 

Governor, Ganga 
Prasad and the First 

lady of Sikkim, Kamla 
Devi, received the second 
dose of COVID-19 vac-
cine at STNM hospital, 
Sochyagang, today. 

The Governor in 
his brief address stat-
ed that he has taken a 
second dose of vacci-
nation, today. He ap-
pealed to everyone to 
take the vaccination of 
COVID-19 for the safe-
ty of oneself and of 
others and urged not 
to pay heed to the ru-
mours being spread on 
vaccination. 

The Governor also 
reiterated to follow 
COVID-19 appropri-
ate behaviour which 

includes social dis-
tancing, constant 
hand-washing and 
wearing of masks.

He also spoke on the 

Prime Minister's initia-
tive on 'Dawai Bhi Ka-
dai Bhi' and appealed 
to focus on the fivefold 
strategy to deal with 

the emerging COVID 
crisis i.e Testing, Trac-
ing, Treatment, COVID 
appropriate behaviour 
and Vaccination.

BEFORE THE OATH COMMISSIONER SOUTH SIKKIM AT NAMCHI 
AFFIDAVIT

I, Bishnu Chettri, aged about 48 years  son of shri Shree Man Chettri, resident of Ramaram, P.O. Maniram & P.S. Namchi, South 
Sikkim do hereby solemnly affirm on oath as follows:-

1. That the cast Chettri I is also spelled as Chhetri.
2. That Smt Mangla Chettri  is my legal wedded wife, Miss Shumita Chettri is my biological daughter and Mr. Ashok Chettri is 

my biological son.
3. That my name has been found recorded as Bishnu Chettri is my all relevant documents including my Aadhaar card bearing 

card no. 3084 8741 9507 issued by the Unique Identification Authority of India, Government of India. 
4. That the name of my wife has been found recorded as Mangala Chettri in her Aadhaar Card bearing Card No. 3618 8284 2683 

issued by the Unique Identification  Authority of India, Government of India and the name of my daughter Aadhaar Card bearing no. 
4054 2425 6843 issued by the Unique Identification  Authority of India, Government of India and further the name of my son has 
been found recorded as Ashok Chettri  in his Aadhaar Card bearing Card No. 3106 3117 6757 issued by the Unique Identification  
Authority of India, Government of India.

5. That however, my name has been found recorded as Bishnu Chhetri in my Service record of Army and further the name of 
my wife has been found recorded as Mangala Chhetri, name of my daughter has been found recorded as Shusmita Chhetri and the 
name of my son has been found recorded as Ashok Chhetri  in the Army Service Record.

6. that the purpose of this Affidavit is to declare that the caste Chettri is also spelled as Chhetri and further  to declare that 
the names mentioned above i.e. Bishnu Chettri and Bishnu Chhetri are the names of one and the same person i.e., none other than 
myself and the names i.e., 

Mangala Chettri and Mangala Chhetri are my legally wedded wife and the names mentioned above i.e., Shusmita Chettri and 
Shusmita Chhetri are my biological daughter and further to declare that the names mentioned above i.e., Ashok Chettri and Ashok 
Chhetri are my biological son.

Sworn and Sign on this 7th day of the month of April, 2021 at Namchi, South Sikkim, at around 1:30 PM.
DEPONENT.

India records highest daily spike of over 1.31 lakh 
COVID-19 cases; 780 deaths take toll to 1,67,642

New Delhi, Apr 9 (PTI) 
India registered a re-
cord single-day spike of 
1,31,968 new COVID-19 
cases on Friday, push-
ing its infection tally to 
1,30,60,542, while the 
death toll increased to 
1,67,642 with 780 more 
fatalities in a day, high-
est since October 18, the 
Union Health Ministry 
data showed.

Registering a steady 
increase for the 30th day 
in a row, the number of 
active COVID-19 cases 
increased to 9,79,608, 
which is 7.5 per cent of 
the total infections, ac-
cording to the data up-
dated at 8 am.

The recovery rate in 
the country has further 
dropped to 91.22 per 
cent, it added.

The active 
COVID-19 caseload in 
the country was re-
corded at its lowest of 
1,35,926 on February 
12, comprising 1.25 
per cent of the total 
infections.

The number of peo-
ple who have recuper-
ated from the disease 
surged to 1,19,13,292, 
while the case fatality 
rate has dropped to 
1.28 per cent, the data 
stated.

India's COVID-19 
tally had crossed the 
20-lakh mark on Au-
gust 7 last year, 30 
lakh on August 23, 40 
lakh on September 5 
and 50 lakh on Sep-
tember 16.

It went past 60 lakh 
on September 28 last 

year, 70 lakh on October 
11, 80 lakh on October 
29, 90 lakh on Novem-
ber 20 and the one-
crore mark on Decem-
ber 19.

According to the 
Indian Council of Med-
ical Research (ICMR), 
25,40,41,584 samples 
have been tested for 
COVID-19 in the coun-
try so far, including 
13,64,205 on Thursday.

The 780 new fatal-
ities include 376 from 
Maharashtra, 94 from 
Chhattisgarh, 56 from 
Punjab, 39 from Uttar 
Pradesh, 36 from Karna-
taka, 35 from Gujarat, 27 
from Madhya Pradesh, 
24 from Delhi, 19 from 
Tamil Nadu, 18 from Ker-
ala and 11 from Haryana.

A total of 1,67,642 

deaths due to the disease 
have been reported so far 
in the country. The fig-
ure includes 57,028 fa-
talities from Maharash-
tra, 12,840 from Tamil 
Nadu, 12,767 from Kar-
nataka, 11,157 from 
Delhi, 10,370 from West 
Bengal, 9,003 from Ut-
tar Pradesh, 7,334 from 
Punjab and 7,268 from 
Andhra Pradesh.

The Union Health Min-
istry stressed that more 
than 70 per cent of the 
deaths occurred due to co-
morbidities.

"Our figures are be-
ing reconciled with the 
ICMR," the ministry said 
on its website, adding 
that state-wise distribu-
tion of figures is subject 
to further verification 
and reconciliation.

Sri Krishna Leela Katha 
at Thakurbari

Summit Report
Gangtok, 09 Apr: 

A three-day Sri Krish-
na Leela Katha 

began here at Thak-
urbari on Friday. The 
festival is being organ-
ised by ISKCON, Gang-

tok, along with Sikkim 
Maheswari Mahila 
Sanghatan. The open-
ing ceremony had Cul-
ture Department Sec-
retary, Sherap Shenga, 
as chief guest.

A press release ex-
plains that Sri Krish-
na Leela Katha is be-
ing organised to help 
people cope with the 
Covid stress of the 
past year.  

The State IEC Officer 
mentioned that 3301 
persons [3105 first dose 
& 196 second dose] in 
East District, 1245 per-
sons [1090 first dose 
& 155 second dose] in 
West District, 707 per-
sons [622 first dose 
& 85 second dose] in 
North District and 3231 
[3029 first dose & 202 
second dose] in South 
District have received 
their vaccines. In catego-
ry-wise vaccination, he 
informed 25 healthcare 
workers [03 first dose 
& 22 second dose], 254 
frontline workers [05 
first dose & 249 second 
dose] and 8205 persons 
in age group of 45 years 
& above [7838 first dose 
& 367 second dose] were 
vaccinated for COVID-19. 

Number of active 
COVID cases 

crosses 100...
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GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
SOCIAL JUSTICE & 

 WELFARE DEPARTMENT
5TH MILE TADONG, GANGTOK

Memo No: 10/GOS/SJ&WD/EC/2021      Dated: 07.04.2021

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
The Assistant Engineer, (N) Social Justice & Welfare Department, Government of Sikkim, Samaj Kalyan Bha-
wan, Lumsey, Tadong, East District, Sikkim on behalf of Governor of Sikkim, invites sealed tenders in percent-
age Rate basis from the eligible contractors of appropriate class Vide Notification No. 584/R&B/PWD/Secy. 
Dated 08.10.2018 vide Notification No. 515/R&B/PWD/Secy. Dated 12.06.2018 Notification No. 104/R&B 
Dated 08.10.2020 for the work(s) listed under:-

Sl.
No.

Name of work Value put to 
Tender (in Rs.)

Completion 
Time (in 
months)

Amount 
of Earnest 
Money @2.2% 
for issue of 
tender form 
(Rs)

Amount of 
Bank receipt 
fpor cost of 
tender docu-
ments (Rs.)

Constituency / 
GPU/Ward.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1 Construction  

of 4/R/S/B for 
Science Lab & 
Library with Lab 
equipments 
and furniture at 
Manul Secondary 
School in North 
Sikkim.

52,42,922.00 18 months 1,31,073.00 5000.00 Lachen Man-
gan Constitu-
ency
14-Toong Naga 
GPU
Manul Singchit 
ward.

Time Schedule is as follows:-

1. Start Date for submission of application with deposit receipt of the receipt of the respective GPUI- 12th 
April to 13th April, 2021 (10.00 am to 4.30pm) for issue of Tender Documents (Excluding the tender form).

2. Last date for issue of tender form  - 19th April, 2021 (11:00hrs to 13:00hrs).
3. Date and Time for submission of Tender  - 17th May, 2021 (10:00 hrs to 13:00 hrs).
4. Date and Time of opening of Tender  - 17th May, 2021 (13:30 hrs to 16:30 hrs).
5. Place of tender     - Toong Naga GPK.

Note: The details of tender documents including tender form can be obtained from the office of the Assistant 
Engineer- (N) SJ&WD on production of receipt of deposit made to respective GPK.

CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT

1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contracts/Firms of appropriate Class/Area.
2. The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender documents. The application 

would invariably by signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender documents will not be issued to 
any person other than the INTENDING TENDER.

3. The applicants should enclose attested copies of the (a) Valid GSTIN Registration Certification, (b) Latest 
Income Tax Clearance Certificate as per the Indian Income Tax Act and (c) Validated Contractor Enlistment 
Certificate, and Professional Tax Clearance Certificate along with the application. It is mandatory to pro-
duce the original validated/updated Enlistment Certificate during sale/issue of the Tender Document for 
verification (d) PAN card.

4. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (Excluding the Tender Form) can be obtained during 
the period specified in (As above from the office of the Assistant Engineer of Social Justice & Welfare De-
partment, Samaj Kalyan Bhawan, Lumsey, Tadong, East District, Sikkim, on production of receipt deposit to 
the revenue of the respective GPK.

5. Earnest Money Deposit @2.5% in the State Bank of Sikkim in the form of deposit receipt of schedules 
bank which includes in the form of temporary deposit receipts or fixed deposits receipts in favour of the 
Sr. Accounts Officer of the Department Tender Form shall be issued only on the production of the deposit 
receipt to the contractors who has obtained the tender documents, on production of deposit receipts of 
2.5% earnest money.

6. The Tender document s including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in a sealed cover 
with the name of the Tenderers and the name of the work superscripted on it. Supporting documents 
listed at SL 3(a), (b) and (c) above should b enclosed with the offer.

7. Sealed Tenders may be deposited in the Tender Box in the concerned GPK on the date and time indicated 
above.

8. Tenders will be opened by a Tender Opening Committee a prescribed by the Government in the presence 
of the tenderer on the date and time indicated above.

9. The Tender should sign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the General Direction 
and Conditions of Contract aad other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both  in figures and 
words and should be inclusive of GST and all other Taxes and Levies. Overwriting and correction should be 
avoided and if made should be authenticated. Incomplete/ Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the ten-
der document, rates as per approved Schedule of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the SOR, 
the rates shall be as per the technically checked/estimate/analysis. Decision of the Add. Chief Engineer 
cum Secretary/Head of the Department will be final in this regard.

11. The Work Value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the 
work as per the directives of the Department. No claim on this account shall be entertained whatsoever. If 
any extra claim is made, it shall be as per the agreement rates.

12. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his own risk and cost. The Depart-
ment shall not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to laborer at site.

13. The offer shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence within 15 days from the 
date of issue of work order.

14. The department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason 
thereof. 

15. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to the notice, the original contract shall 
be cancelled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules 

16. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indi-
cated in the NIT without assigning any reason thereof.

17. The contractor will have to pay all taxes and duties as applicable and notified by the State/Central Gov-
ernment and no claim shall be entertained in this regard whatsoever.

18. The rate quoted shall be inclusive of prevailing taxes.
19. The department reserves the right to reject the incomplete tender without any reason there-off.
20. The Contactor has to submit the work program/ bar Chart may be submitted in the initial stage.

Sd/-
Assistant Engineer (North-I)

Social Justice & Welfare Department
Samaj Kalyan Bhawan, Lumsey,

5th Mile, East District , Sikkim.
R.O. No. 11/IPR/PUB/Classi/21-22 Date. 08.4.2021

Krishi bhawan
Tadong- 737102

Gangtok 
Land Line No. 03592-295367

HORTICULTURE DEPARTMENT
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

   No. 614/DIR/Horti          Dated: -08/04/2021
The Horticulture Department, Government of Sikkim with a view to pro-

vide entrepreneurship opportunity invites project proposals for credit linked 
back ended subsidy schemes for buying Refrigerated Transport Vehicles un-
der HMMEH subject to following terms and conditions:-
1. The Scheme details area as under:-
(i) FPOs/SHGs/PSUs/Government Agencies/Cooperatives may avail scheme 

without credit link, if they are able to meet their share of project cost from 
their own resource.

(ii) Individual local farmers/individual local entrepreneurs with credit linked 
back ended subsidy upto a maximum of Rs. 13 lac or 50% of project cost 
whichever is less.

2. The last date for submitting the project proposal to Additional Chief Engi-
neer, Hroticulture or the undersigned is 30th April, 2021.

3. For further details, please contact Director, Horticulture at 9734927483, 
ACE, Horticulture at 9434015139 or Heads of Horticulture Department in 
all four districts.

Sd/-
Director, Horticulture

File No: 253/Hort/Engg/20-21

R.O. NO. 12/IPR/PUB/21-22  Datet. 9.4.2021

DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION & PUBLIC RELATIONS
GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM

SOOCHANA BHAWAN, 5TH MILE TADONG
GANGTO – 737102

Ref. No. 17/IPR/21-22   Dated: 7/4/2021

APPEAL 
As we are aware, that the number of cases of COVID-19 in the country is witness-
ing an alarming upward trend. In this regard, Hon’ble Prime Minister convened 
a high level meeting on 4th April, 2021 to review the emerging situation, follow-
ing which it has been decided to focus on the fivefold strategy tyo deal with the 
emerging crises viz Testing, Tracing, Treatment, COVID appropriate behavior and 
Vaccination, with renewed emphasis on “Dawai Bhi Kadai Bhi.

Sd/-
DIO/East.

Urban PHC limits number of vaccine jabs to 
200 per day as line of vaccine seekers grows

DEEPTI SUBBA
Gangtok, 09 Apr:

As cases rise, the need 
for social distancing 

and adherence to Covid 
protocols are also get-
ting reinforced. It is 
probably for this reason 
that the concerned au-
thorities have decided 
that a maximum of 200 
people can be vaccinat-
ed per day at the Urban 
PHC established where 
the STNM Hospital used 
to be.

“From now on, we 
will be vaccinating 200 
persons per day as per 
fresh directions received 
from higher authorities,” 
confirmed Programme 
Manager, BhanuPradhan. 

The new guideline 
came into force on 08 
April and were required 
after Urban PHC's con-

venient location in the 
heart of town started 
receiving more footfalls 
than could be safely han-
dled.

Following an increase 
in the number of daily 
cases over the past week, 
there has been a sudden 
surge of people want-

ing to take the vaccine. 
The numbers have 

also increased because 
the number of people 
who can be administered 
the vaccine has also been 
expanded. Earlier, only 
people above 60 and 
healthcare and frontline 
workers were being vac-

cinated, and now every-
one above 45 years of 
age is qualified to take 
the vaccine.

The 200 limit, mean-
while, leaves some elder-
ly out.

60-year-old Hari Ba-
hadur Chettri came up 
from Tadong to get vac-
cinated at the Urban PHC 
but by the time he went 
up to get registered, the 
200 quota had already 
been filled up. 

When asked why he 
delayed his vaccination 
given that his age-group 
could have taken it any 
time since 01 March, Mr 
Chettri said that he did 
not know about the vac-
cine or the procedure 
and it was only after his 
friends told him about it 
that he decided to take 
the jab.

Program on effects of substance abuse on brain
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 08 Apr:

A special program on 
brain disorders was 

organized today on the 
occasion of World Health 
Day by nursing officers 
at Center For Addiction 
Medicine, Chuwatar, a 
press release informs. 

The program was or-
ganized on the direction 
of CMO East. The pro-
gram was held on long 
term effects of alcohol 
and substance depen-
dence with relation to 
acute and chronic brain 
disorders. 

Ganga Dhakal, Sarala 
Rai and Tshering Kizom 
Bhutia gave a presenta-
tion on delirium, korsa-
koff psychosis and de-
mentia highlighting signs 
and symptoms for early 

recognition, common 
causes of these brain dis-
orders and special nurs-
ing care. 

Palden Bhutia (ANS) 
organizing secretary of 
Thursday CNE shared 
that alcohol and sub-
stance use have long 

term effects on brain cells 
(neurons) apart from 
other medical complica-
tions. Delirium and kor-
sakoff psychosis are very 
common in chronic alco-
hol dependence charac-
terised by disorientation 
and disturbances in at-

tention, concentration, 
information processing, 
memory, consciousness, 
and other cognitive im-
pairment. 

The program was at-
tended by staff and pa-
tients, the release adds.

Rangpo prepares for Chaiti Chhath puja 
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 09 Apr:

Rangpo is prepar-
ing to celebrate 

the Chaiti Chhath puja 
from 16 April onwards 
following COVID pro-
tocols, a press release 
informs.

A meeting was held 
today wherein a com-
mittee was formed to or-
ganize the puja which is 

headed by Manoj Prasad 
as president. 

The committee 
comprises of Susil Ku-
mar Gupta as vice pres-

ident, Manjaya Ram as 
general secretary, San-
jay Singh as joint secre-
tary, Toon Toon Prasad 
as cashier.

Member Dilip 
Prasad has been given 
the responsibility to 
organise the program, 
the release mentions. 

Raju Bista joins Dilip Ghosh campaign at Malbazar 
SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 09 Apr:

Member of Parlia-
ment, Darjeeling 

and National Spokesper-
son, BJP, Raju Bista to-
day joined West Bengal 
BJP president and MP, 
Dilip Ghosh, MP Jalpaig-
uri, Jayanta Kumar Roy 
and other BJP state and 
district leaders in the 

campaigning for BJP Mal-
bazar candidate, Mahesh 
Bagey.

In a press release, Mr 
Bista informs of the vari-
ous assurances of the BJP 
party for the region. He 
states that the party “is 
committed to start giv-
ing Parja Patta within six 
months” and raise the tea 

garden wages to Rs 350 
per day.

An AIIMS in North 
Bengal, IT Park in Sili-
guri and upgradation of 
Bagdogra Aiport to an 
International Airport are 
some of the other prom-
ises. 

“I informed the peo-
ple how after forming 

the government in West 
Bengal, our party plans 
to work in collaboration 
with the Central Govern-
ment towards expediting 
the process of finding 
a Permanent Political 
Solution to the issues 
of Darjeeling hills, Terai 
and Dooars region,” the 
release mentions.

Dikchu school 
SAATHI Club 

holds awareness 
program 

WANGCHUK BHUTIA
MANGAN, 09 Apr:  

An awareness pro-
gram on substance 

abuse was held at Dik-
chu Senior Secondary 
school in East Sikkim 
today to mitigate the 
growing problem of 
addiction in the state. 
The function was held 
under SAATHI (Sikkim 
Against Addiction To-
wards Healthy India) 
club of the school.  

The students were 
sensitized about the 
ill effects of drugs and 
how to stay away from 
drugs. The students 
were also informed 
about good touch and 
bad touch.  

The function was 
attended by zilla 
member, Rakdong Tint-
ek GPU, BB Gurung as 
chief guest. 

The event was at-
tended by Principal 
Santosh Kumar Chettri, 
SMC members includ-
ing President, Lall Man 
Limboo, IC Dikchu Po-
lice Out Post, JN Ne-
pal, National Awardee, 
Naresh Chettri and the 
parents.
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WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment 
on, criticise, run down, 
even appreciate if they like 
something in this paper. Letters 
carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, 
except when against people 
responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have 
to be ignored. Letters which 
carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command 
immediate attention and receive 
prominence.  
Mail us at: news@summittimes.com

Allow Girls Their Real Due 
Before we can become gender-neutral 
we will have to become pro-women

A recent research in the UK has revealed that brighter 
than average girls, especially if they hail from finan-

cially underprivileged families, are more susceptible to 
depression in their teens than their peers. The same does 
not, however, apply to the boys, in whose case, they have 
been found to grow more confident as the years progress. 
That says a lot about how disadvantaged girls are even in 
“progressive” societies, and if one were to look with the 
same prism at the environment we have created around 
us, the picture would be rather dismal because we have 
internalized instincts which must leave our daughters 
look at intelligence and ambition as character flaws. Okay, 
character flaw appears to be too strong a word, but let’s 
accept it, too many women must be feeling frustrated 
with having to constantly recalibrate their potential to 
lower aspirations even as they watch mediocre men re-
ceive opportunities which had much better contenders.

Take the board exam results for instance, all of which 
will be released soon, and while policy changes are be-
ing proposed on how students are graded at this water-
shed evaluation of their learning, what will probably not 
change is the fact that girls will continue to outshine boys 
in the overall results. The board exam results replay a 
data which everyone who has been through school has 
experienced – girls outperforming boys. In all probability, 
Sikkim will also mimic this national pattern. It is import-
ant, however, that these statistics are not taken to suggest 
that gender equality is somehow approaching closer, and 
it should definitely not be plugged as a success of the Be-
ti-Padhao, Beti-Bachao tokenism. If anything, such data 
only goes on to confirm that equality remains a distant 
goal.

When it comes to education, one could safely argue 
that girls in our country are short-changed when it comes 
to accessing it since only the more academically consis-
tent of them or those hailing from financially stable fam-
ilies reach the class X and XII levels and hence a higher 
percentage of them get through. This would however also 
be a superficial reading of the situation because girls out-
performing boys has been a trend which has been consis-
tent for a while now. What has not been consistent though 
is the access this academically more perseverant section 
receives in later years. In less than half a decade since the 
girls trump boys in class X and XII exams, they start fad-
ing away in the years when their education should be in 
its strongest expression and they should be reinforcing 
their presence in careers and research. 

Centuries of societal discomfort with a women-on-top 
scenario starts manifesting more strongly in these years 
and discourage women away from ambition. The society 
suffers as a result, because the section which has consis-
tently been more responsible [like learning well when 
in school] is pressured away from the responsibilities of 
policy-making and programme delivery. Male domina-
tion of these sectors has been instituted by the historic 
oppression of women in our country. Our major religions, 
Hinduism and Islam, are in scriptural and practical terms 
deeply inhospitable to the emancipation of women. They 
fool us with the celebration of women as the mother and 
the homemaker, a dodge which they then leverage to pre-
scribe strongly against individualism and independent 
women. In Sikkim’s case, the experience with Buddhism 
has not been much better because at heart even this faith 
is not as gender-neutral as some might suggest it to be 
and this is made obvious by the preponderance of male 
reincarnates against the extremely few women who re-
turn as Rinpoches. 

Returning to the theme of education and the better 
performance of girls and how this is subconsciously sup-
pressed when it comes to professional positions, sample 
this – the first person from Sikkim to clear the UPSC ex-
ams and become an IAS officer in Sikkim was a woman. 
She was probably representative of the better respect for 
education among women, and yet, it was nearly four de-
cades after Sikkim had an organized administrative ser-
vice that a woman became the Chief Secretary here. The 
delay was clearly because when it comes to careers and 
professions, the brightest lot is expected to step aside and 
make way for the second rung.

There is a staggering baggage of historic oppression 
and its attendant prejudices that women have to negoti-
ate in our country, which is why their outshining males 
in education [for long dominated by men] should be cel-
ebrated every time it happens, even if it has become rou-
tine. After that, more attention needs to be paid to ensure 
that they remain in careers they are best suited for and 
ambition among them is respected. In fact, if the country 
is to become gender-neutral some day, it has to first con-
sciously become pro-women.

Women’s Pain is Routinely Underestimated, 
and Gender Stereotypes are to Blame

AMANDA C DE C WILLIAMS
theconversation.com

When a man consults a doctor 
about pain, he will hope to be 

taken seriously: to convince the doc-
tor that the pain is real, and a prob-
lem that needs addressing. The ex-
perience is different for women, who 
may suspect that gender stereotypes 
could lead their doctor to conclude 
they’re not in as much pain as they 
say they are.

Unfortunately, this suspicion is 
valid. Evidence suggests that health-
care staff routinely underestimate 
patients’ pain, and particularly wom-
en’s pain, based on a number of bi-
ases and beliefs that have little to do 
with their actual testimony.

Now, a new study has found gen-
der stereotypes are particularly de-
cisive in the estimation of patients’ 
pain. Because of the false belief that 
women are oversensitive to pain, and 
express or exaggerate it more easily, 
healthcare staff, both men and wom-
en, often discount women’s verbal 
reports and nonverbal behaviour ex-
pressing pain.

Not only do they tend to underes-
timate women’s pain but, on the ba-
sis of their underestimate, they often 
under-treat pain – and even recom-
mend psychological rather than anal-
gesic treatment to women.

GENDERED PAIN
The new study ingeniously sep-

arates potential sources of observer 
bias in underestimating women’s 
pain: beliefs about women’s sensitiv-
ity to pain (“pain threshold”), about 
their willingness to report it, and 
their capacity to endure it (“pain tol-
erance”) – all, of course, compared to 
men as the norm or ideal.

Researchers used brief video 

clips of real patients undergoing 
painful examinations, with support-
ing information about patients’ rat-
ings of their own pain, and a quanti-
fication of their pain expression.

Male and female lay participants 
watched a selection of these videos 
and, after each, recorded the pa-
tient’s sex, estimated their pain on a 
numerical scale, and rated their pain 
expressiveness too.

Compared with the patient’s own 
rating of their pain, observers of both 
genders consistently underestimat-
ed women’s pain and overestimated 
men’s pain. When men and women 
showed exactly the same amount of 
pain in their facial expression, wom-
en were thought to be in less pain 
than men.

An additional experiment 
showed that stereotypes drove these 
judgements: men’s pain was estimat-
ed higher by those who believed that 
the typical man endured pain better 
than the typical woman, and wom-
en’s pain was estimated lower by 
those who thought that women were 
more willing to report pain than men.

CONSISTENT FINDINGS
The gender effect in pain estima-

tion is surprisingly strong. In 2016, 
a study in my lab examined whether 
clinicians’ pain estimations were af-
fected by patients’ depression histo-
ry and their “trustworthiness” – an 
automatic judgement we make of 
other people’s faces.

What emerged was a strong 
underestimation of women’s pain, 
again by participants of both sexes. 
If women were perceived to be un-
trustworthy, this further disadvan-
taged them – but untrustworthiness 
had little effect on estimates of men’s 
pain.

These stereotypes do not neces-
sarily help men, and serious studies 
of men’s pain are rare. While men’s 
pain may be estimated by clinicians 
closer to their pain self-ratings, being 
less than stoical can attract adverse 
judgements of being unmanly or 
weak, while the expectation of sto-
icism may encourage men to present 
symptoms to medical scrutiny later 
than they should.

JUDGING PAIN
Pain expression is complex: 

though partly hard-wired by evolu-
tion, it is affected by many personal 
factors, including your personal his-
tory of pain and your social context. 
The observer’s task of interpreting 
pain expression is also complex, 
modulated by their personal quali-
ties, by social context, and by broad-
er factors, such as gender, age and 
cultural norms.

Several studies of young children 
show that while boys and girls play-
ing together have similar numbers of 
accidents (falls, collisions, conflicts) 
that might cause pain, and express 
their distress largely similarly, girls 
may be offered more physical com-
fort than boys.

Although findings are not entirely 
consistent, and may be mediated by 
girls expressing distress more vocal-
ly, they do demonstrate that gender 
stereotypes about pain may take 
root early in our lives. And in these 
cases, differences in judgement may 
lie more in observers’ responses to 
the children than in any differences 
in behaviour from the children them-
selves.

The gender bias effect even holds 
when observers are watching the 
same expression of pain. In one sim-
ple experiment, observers watched a 

video of a five year old having blood 
drawn from a finger, expressing 
pain. Observers for whom the child 
was described as “Samuel” rated the 
child’s pain higher than those for 
whom the same child was described 
as “Samantha”.

Further, participants believed 
that girls were more sensitive to 
pain, and were more willing to show 
it. Given how frequent minor painful 
incidents are for small children, as is 
the parental or other adult response, 
this is a surprisingly neglected area 
of enquiry.

PAIN BIAS
Unfortunately, the pain expres-

sion database upon which many pain 
experiments are conducted consists 
mainly of middle-aged Canadian 
Caucasians. This provides little op-
portunity to explore another very 
consistent bias in pain assessment 
and treatment: discounting of the 
pain of black and Asian or other non-
white patients, leading, in research 
studies, to shocking shortcomings in 
treatment.

There is much to be done by cli-
nicians to abolish the inequalities in 
pain care – and many more inequali-
ties, based on false stereotypes, to be 
unearthed through research. But this 
latest study, confirming that gender 
stereotypes inform our estimation of 
others’ pain, should help healthcare 
staff reflect on the social and person-
al bias they may bring to their prac-
tice.

[the writer is Reader in Clinical 
Health Psychology & Science, Med-

icine & Society Network, UCL]

Prince Philip dies: old-school European 
aristocrat and dedicated royal consort

SEAN LANG
theconversation.com

The death of Prince Philip, the Duke of Edin-
burgh marks the end of a chapter not just for 

the British royal family – but for European mon-
archy itself. Philip belonged to that cosmopolitan 
world of interrelated royals that had ruled Europe 
before the first world war that has been largely 
swept away by time, war or revolution.

Born on Corfu to the Greek-Danish Prince 
Andrew and the English-German Princess Alice 
of Battenberg, he might have lived as an obscure 
European prince had his family not been caught 
up in the revolutionary politics of the post-WWI 
era and banished from their homeland. Philip re-
mained bitter throughout his life that his Romanov 
relatives had been murdered by the Bolsheviks: in 
1993, his DNA was used to identify their bodies.

Moving first to Paris and then to London, Philip 
was educated in England, Germany and finally at 
Gordonstoun School, established by the German 
Jewish refugee Kurt Hahn. It was to the tough char-
acter-building regime at Gordonstoun that Philip 
always attributed his pragmatic, unsentimental 
approach to life, but which sometimes struck oth-
ers as harsh or unfeeling.

In the second world war he served with distinc-
tion in the Royal Navy, but it was after the war that 
he was projected into the royal role that defined 
his life. Having fallen in love with his distant rela-
tive, Princess Elizabeth, he married her in 1947 in 
the first of a series of high-profile royal weddings 
that were to punctuate postwar British history.

To mark the wedding, Philip, who had given 
up his foreign titles when taking British national-
ity, was given the title Duke of Edinburgh. To his 
intense irritation, however, his wife retained her 
royal surname of Windsor for herself and their 
first two children rather than taking her husband’s 
name, Mountbatten. Eventually a constitutional 
compromise was reached whereby Prince An-
drew and Prince Edward were given the surname 
Mountbatten-Windsor.

FRESH AIR
Philip seemed an invigorating breath of fresh 

air, striding into Buckingham Palace in slacks and 

open-necked shirt, in a monarchy that was in dan-
ger of appearing stuffy and out of touch. But when 
Princess Elizabeth succeeded to the throne in 
1952, he discovered the ambiguities and frustra-
tions of the role of consort to the British monarch. 
Unlike Prince Albert, he was not given the formal 
title of Prince Consort, though in 1957 he was giv-
en the courtesy title Prince Philip.

Like his Victorian forebear, he threw himself 
into charitable, scientific, sporting and education-
al schemes, most notably heading the National 
Playing Fields Association and the Worldwide 
Fund for Nature. Perhaps his most lasting legacy 
is the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, a graded 
programme of outdoor adventure and endeavour 
for young people based on the same principles as 
Gordonstoun.

‘DENTOPEDOLOGY’ PROBLEM
Philip quickly developed a reputation for what 

he once defined, to the General Dental Council, 
as “dentopedology - the science of opening 
your mouth and putting your foot in it”. His 
“gaffes” were typical of the clubbish humour 
of the officer class – though less appreciat-
ed, sometimes even offensive, to other ears.

His remarking to the president of Nige-
ria,  who was wearing national dress, “You 
look like you’re ready for bed”, or advis-
ing British students in China not to stay 
too long or they would end up with “slitty 
eyes”,  is probably best written off as ill-
judged humour. Telling a photographer to “just 
take the fucking picture” or declaring “this thing 
open, whatever it is”, were expressions of exasper-
ation or weariness with which anyone might sym-
pathise.

He was also capable of genuine if earthy wit, 
saying of his horsey daughter Princess Anne: “If it 
doesn’t fart or eat hay she isn’t interested.” Many 
people might have thought it but few dared say it. 
If Prince Philip’s famous gaffes provoked as much 
amusement as anger, it was precisely because they 
seem to give voice to the bewilderment and pent-
up frustrations with which many people viewed 
the ever-changing modern world.

MY HUSBAND AND I

It was in his family role that Philip came in for 
most criticism. The Queen never failed to pay trib-
ute to his support – for many years she would begin 
her public utterances with the words “My husband 
and I”. And their children appeared to outward ap-
pearances to be balanced and happy. Yet the string 
of scandals and divorces that engulfed the younger 
royals in the 1980s increasingly seemed to point to 
inadequate parenting.

In particular, Prince Charles, a more sensitive 
figure than his father but whom Philip had nev-
ertheless put through the rigours of Gordonstoun 
and the Navy, suffered from his father’s no-non-
sense approach. It was Philip who forced Charles 
to end public speculation and marry Lady Diana 
Spencer in 1981 and, when the marriage ended in 
divorce, much blame was attached to the exacting 
way in which the Duke had brought up his eldest 
son. The crisis provoked by Diana’s death in 1997 
brought criticism of the monarchy out into the 
open, but the Duke played an important part in 
planning the funeral that went a long way towards 
rebuilding public trust.

PUBLIC SERVANT
In his later years, the Duke of Edinburgh began 

to step down from his huge range of public roles 
– he held more than 800 presidencies and patron-
ages – including the chancellorship of the univer-
sities of Cambridge, Salford, Wales and, fittingly, 
Edinburgh. 

He received wide praise in 2012 when he stood 
for three hours in the rain beside the Queen at her 
Diamond Jubilee river pageant, and then suffered a 
bladder infection. However, his insistence on con-
tinuing to drive attracted criticism when, in 2019, 
he was in collision with another car near the San-
dringham estate.

As his health deteriorated, he nevertheless 
kept up his scheduled of public duties, only finally 
stepping down in 2017, at the age of 96.

Fittingly for a naval-military man, his last pub-
lic duty was when he transferred his role as col-
onel-in-chief of The Rifles to his daughter-in-law 
Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall in July 2020.

[the writer is Senior Lecturer in His-
tory, Anglia Ruskin University]
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Bengal Assembly Polls: Trinamool, BJP fight for 

North Bengal amid changing political equations
Kolkata, 09 Apr [PTI]: 
North Bengal, with its 
54 seats spread across 
seven districts, has the 
capability to become a 
game-changer this elec-
tion as the BJP strives 
hard to hold onto its fort 
in the region and the Tri-
namool Congress (TMC) 
seeks to recover its lost 
ground amid changing 
political equations.

Once considered a 
bastion of the Congress 
and the Left Front, north 
Bengal districts - mostly 
dominated by tribal and 
minority communities 
-- have largely remained 
out of bounds for the 
TMC, barring a brief peri-
od of time.

The ruling camp had 
managed to fare well 
in the 2016 state polls, 
when it won 25 seats in 
the region. But the subse-
quent general election in 
2019 changed the course 
of the wind in favour of 
the BJP, which won sev-
en of the eight Lok Sabha 
seats and stayed ahead in 
35 assembly segments.

The TMC, after the 
Lok Sabha poll debacle, 
has managed to woo 
back Gorkha Janmukti 
Morcha (GJM) leader Bi-
mal Gurung, who holds 
sway over at least 15 
assembly seats and 11 
Gorkha communities.

BJP state president 
Dilip Ghosh stated that 
his party is confident of 
sweeping North Bengal 
this election.

Negating him, se-

nior TMC leader and 
state minister Gautam 
Deb claimed that "tables 
would be turned on ri-
vals" and the ruling party 
will emerge victorious in 
the northern part of the 
state.

Voters in north Ben-
gal's 54 seats -- Cooch 
Behar (9), Jalpaiguri (7), 
Alipurduar (5), Darjeel-
ing (6), North Dinajpur 
(9), South Dinajpur (6) 
and Malda (12) -- have 
weathered many a storm 
over the past few years, 
including the 104-day-
long strike in the hills 
over demands of state-
hood in 2017, as they 
sought the protection of 
indigenous rights.

The BJP, sensing an-
ger over infiltration in 
the region, made the Na-
tional Register of Citizens 
(NRC) and Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act (CAA) 
its poll planks to impress 
the electorate and pocket 
votes in 2019.

It had also inducted 
leaders from various lo-
cal outfits, stitched an al-
liance with social groups, 
such as the Rajbanshis 
in Cooch Behar, to gain a 
foothold.

Bimal Gurung, the 
chief of one of the two 
factions of Gorkha Jan-
mukti Morcha (GJM), had 
lent his support to the 
BJP back then.

The party had also 
claimed credit for facili-
tating the historic Land 
Boundary Agreement in 
2015 -- which allowed 

51 Bangladeshi enclaves 
to become a part of In-
dia and 111 enclaves in 
Cooch Behar to merge 
with Bangladesh's terri-
tory.

The TMC, however, 
had claimed that the age-
old matter was resolved 
only after its dispensa-
tion took the initiative, 
and paved the way for 
territory swap.

In Darjeeling, the 
promise of a permanent 
political solution and 
growing resentment 
against the TMC govern-
ment over "atrocities" 
perpetrated during the 
104-day agitation in the 
Hills, also helped the BJP 
cement its foundation.

Similarly, in Alipur-
duar, Jalpaiguri and mi-
nority-dominated Dina-
jpur and Malda -- the BJP 
camp was steadfast in 
exploiting the infiltration 
issue to get an edge over 
the TMC.

According to sources 
in the BJP, the social work 
carried out by the RSS 
further worked in favour 
of the party.

The TMC, which was 
grappling with infighting, 
corruption and commu-
nal clashes at that time, 
had failed to hold on to 
its bastions. The ruling 
party, however, did not 
take this setback lying 
low and initiated neces-
sary measures to change 
the ground-level equa-
tions in the region.

With the return of 
Bimal Gurung, the TMC, 

which already enjoys the 
support of GJM's other 
faction led by Binoy Ta-
mang, has geared to take 
on the BJP.

"Bimal Gurung's sup-
port is indeed one of our 
biggest achievements in 
the North Bengal region. 
We had ceded ground to 
the BJP in 2019, but now 
we are hopeful of recov-
ering it," a senior TMC 
leader, who did not wish 
to be named, said.

Add to that, the grow-
ing dissension in the BJP 
over the distribution of 
tickets, following the in-
duction of leaders from 
other parties, may give 
the state's ruling camp 
an edge.

The TMC has also 
secured a trump card in 
Alipurduar, after popu-
lar Scheduled Tribe (ST) 
leader Rajesh Lakra, 
hailed as "Tiger", joined 
the party.

Moreover, the Ma-
mata Banejee-led camp, 
which is trying to cash 
in on the delay and con-
fusion over CAA imple-
mentation to curry fa-
vour with the refugees, 
is hopeful that the Con-
gress-Left-ISF alliance 
might eat into the vote 
bank of the BJP, which it 
had secured in 2019.

Political analyst 
Biswanath Chakraborty 
is of the view that the 
Gurung factor, and the 
three-party alliance 
might prove to be det-
rimental to BJP's pros-
pects.

Rigid provisions are hobbling Nepal’s political process
BINOD GHIMIRE
Kathmandu, 08 Apr [KathmanduPost]: 
Three major parties in Parliament control 
142 seats, enough to unseat Prime Minister 
KP Sharma Oli, if they so wish, and form a 
new government. However, it’s Oli who con-
tinues to reign supreme.

While the Nepali Congress and the Mao-
ist Centre, the second and third largest forc-
es in the lower house, are at their wits’ end, 
the Janata Samajbadi Party finds itself at a 
comfortable position, waiting for others, in-
cluding Oli, to make a move.

The Maoist Centre was revived as per the 
Supreme Court’s March 7 decision. Its chair-
man Pushpa Kamal Dahal, who shared the 
chair with Oli in the Nepal Communist Party 
(NCP) until March 7, had formed an alliance 
with Oli’s arch-rival Madhav Kumar Nepal to 
unseat the prime minister.

Both Dahal and Nepal had decried Oli’s 
decision to dissolve the House of Repre-
sentatives on December 20 and demanded 
his resignation. After the Supreme Court 
overturned Oli’s move, the Dahal-Nepal fac-
tion, which had a sizeable number of UML 
leaders, had asked Oli to resign on moral 
grounds.

However, the Supreme Court’s March 7 
decision changed the entire political land-
scape, effecting, in essence, a split in the 
Dahal-Nepal faction. Nepal, along with other 
UML leaders, was left with no option than to 
return to the mother party.

Dahal is left with his Maoist Centre party, 
with four of his lawmakers defecting to Oli.

Dahal’s Maoist Centre has the option of 
withdrawing the support it lent Oli in Feb-
ruary 2018, but it has not done so. The Ne-
pali Congress which called Oli’s House dis-
solution unconstitutional too did not make 
any move to unseat Oli after the court over-
turned the dissolution decision.

The Janata Samajbadi Party, the fourth 
largest force in the House, however, has 
maintained that it’s up to bigger parties to 
get the ball rolling.

Analysts say one of the multiple factors 
that have led to the political stalemate is rig-
id constitutional provisions.

“In the constitution, drafters incorpo-
rated some strong provisions in search of 
political stability,” Rajendra Maharjan, a 
political commentator and columnist for 
the Post’s sister paper Kantipur. “In the 
parliamentary system, a no-confidence 
motion is a tool that parties can employ to 
express dissent with the incumbent gov-
ernment.”

All countries that practise the multi-par-
ty democratic system keep this provision 
of a no-confidence motion, as it is useful in 
keeping the government in check.

However, stung by Nepal’s history of 
frequent government changes, the drafters 
wrote a provision which allows a no-confi-
dence motion only two years after the for-
mation of a government.

Article 100 (4) of the Constitution of Ne-
pal says one fourth of the total number of 
existing members of the House of Represen-
tatives may table a motion of no-confidence 
in writing that the House has no confidence 
in the prime minister.

The provision, however, is caveated with 
a statement that a motion of no-confidence 
shall not be tabled until the first two years 
after the appointment of the prime minis-
ter…”

“The constitution actually has in a way 
closed the door for a no-confidence motion,” 
said Maharjan.

What has made matters even more com-
plicated is Article 100 (5), which says “mo-
tion of no-confidence shall also indicate the 
name of a member proposed for the prime 
minister.”

In the present context, of the three par-
ties seeking to unseat Oli—the Nepali Con-
gress, the Maoist Centre or the Janata Sama-
jbadi Party—at least two parties must come 
together, as it will need 68 members to file a 
no-confidence motion.

The constitution also says if a no-confi-
dence motion, which is filed after two years 
of appointment of a prime minister, fails, 
another similar motion cannot be filed for 
another year.

Analysts say these complexities could 
have spooked the parties and Oli and lead-
ers from his orbit are taking advantage of 
such provisions to challenge them for filing 
a no-confidence motion.

Speaking at a meeting of the House of 
Representatives on Monday, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Pradeep Gyawali said that 
the government was under no compulsion 
to seek a vote of confidence.

“The government follows the constitu-
tion which doesn’t make a vote of con-
fidence mandatory,” said Gyawali. “The 
parties wanting to unseat the govern-
ment should file a no-confidence mo-
tion.”

Since the Maoist Centre has not with-
drawn its support to the government yet, 
it is still part of the government, legally. 
For it to file a no-confidence motion, it 
first needs to withdraw its support. But 
it fears that withdrawing support could 
prompt Oli to dissolve the House again. The 
Maoist Centre instead is looking to the Ne-
pali Congress to file a no-confidence motion 
and offering the prime minister’s post to 
Congress President Sher Bahadur Deuba.

But the Congress is not sure how the Ja-

nata Samajbadi Party is going to respond, as 
the support of the party with 32 seats is a 
must for the Congress to form a government 
and it does not want to see its motion fail.

If the no-confidence motion fails, the 
Congress and the Maoist Centre fear, Oli will 
become even more powerful and have free 
rein for one more year.

Analysts say while drawing up the con-
stitution, the drafters put excessive focus on 
technical issues and failed to comprehend 
the philosophy of the objective of writing 
the top law of the country. There were major 
oversights as the parties, mainly the same 
UML, the Nepali Congress and the Maoist 
Centre, were in a rush to adopt the consti-
tution, not giving two hoots about concerns 
raised by various sections, according to 
them.

“Many provisions in the constitution 
were incorporated without properly evalu-
ating their consequences,” Vijay Kant Karna, 
a professor of political science at Tribhuvan 
University, told the Post. “What the three 
parties [the Congress, the UML and the Mao-
ist Centre] thought was a perfect document 
during the drafting process has turned out 
to be flawed.”

Nepal’s adoption of the constitution in 
September 2015 followed violent protests 
in districts along the Tarai plains. More than 
40 people were killed. The three parties that, 
however, pushed for the constitution were 
the UML, the Maoist Centre and the Nepali 
Congress, as all had their own interests in-
volved. UML’s Oli was in a hurry to become 
prime minister, Maoist Centre’s Dahal want-
ed to see the demand of the “people’s war” 
for a constitution through the Constituent 
Assembly fulfilled, and the Congress’ Sushil 
Koirala wanted to have his name etched in 
history as the prime minister who oversaw 
the constitution writing.

The parties failed to see the forest for 
the trees.

Analysts say the drafters put focus on 
details so much to avoid political instability 
and incorporated rigid provisions that the 
same provisions have hobbled politics as 
well as the parliamentary process. However, 
some say rather than blaming the constitu-
tion, the blame should go to those who are 
elected to implement it.

“More than the constitutional flaws or 
complexities, I find the present deadlock 
a result of a lack of political ethics among 
parties,” Lok Raj Baral, a professor of po-
litical science at Tribhuvan University, told 
the Post.

“The provisions were incorporated with 
good intentions to ensure stability, but our 
parties failed to demonstrate political prin-
ciples and morals.”

Assam Congress alliance candidates 
flown to Jaipur resort for safekeeping

Guwahati/Jaipur, 09 
Apr [PTI]: As many as 
22 candidates of the op-
position alliance in As-
sam have been flown to 
Jaipur and sequestered 
in a hotel for "safekeep-
ing" amid fears that the 
BJP may try to lure them 
away ahead of election 
results due next month, 
sources said on Friday.

The candidates from 
the Congress-led oppo-
sition alliance known 
as Mahajot are from 
the Maulana Badruddin 
Ajmal-led All India Unit-
ed Democratic Front (AI-
UDF).

They have been kept 
in the same Fairmont 
resort in the capital city 
of Congress-ruled Rajas-
than where the its MLAs 
were holed up last July 
during the party's inter-
nal crisis.

"It's now a trend since 
the BJP tries to break the 
Congress after losing 
elections. So they (allies) 

want to take guard," Con-
gress's Randeep Singh 
Surjewala said, confirm-
ing the developments.

Mahesh Joshi, Con-
gress's chief whip in the 
Rajasthan Assembly told 
news agency ANI, "We 
will take care of people 
coming here. We don't 
know their parties and 
why they've come here. 
There are around 20 peo-
ple. Congress will bear 
expenses. Till BJP is in 
centre, there will always 
be a possibility of buying 
MLAs."

Assam, where the BJP 
came to power in the 
last elections, vot-
ed for a new govern-
ment in three phases 
between March 27 
and April 6.  The re-
sults are due on May 
2 along with those for 
polls in West Bengal, 
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and 
Puducherry.

These were the first 
election in northeast 

after the Congress was 
ousted from the region 
and for the first time, the 
Congress is not going solo 
in the state. It has forged 
the Mahajot or "Grand 
Alliance" - a 10-party 
coalition consisting of 
the AIUDF, Jimochayan 
(Deori) People's Party 
(JDPP), Adivasi National 
Party (ANP), CPM, CPI, 
CPI (ML), Anchalik Gana 
Morcha, Bodoland Peo-
ple's Party (BPF) and 
the Rashtriya Janata Dal 
(RJD).

Neither of the two 
fronts has announced a 
Chief Minister candidate. 
While the BJP has prom-
ised to protect the rights, 
land culture, language of 
the indigenous commu-
nities of Assam against 
settlers of Bangladeshi 
origin, the Congress 
made the contentious 
Citizenship Amend-
ment Act (CAA) its 
main poll issue, vowing 
to roll it back.

Assam Poll officials caught on camera 
with postal ballots; Probe ordered

Guwahati, 09 Apr 
[NDTV]: Two men with 
election commission 
cards are seen carry-
ing what appears to be 
postal ballot papers, in a 
shocking video that has 
emerged from Assam on 
Thursday. An inquiry has 
been ordered after locals 
in Silchar - which went to 
polls on April 1- reported 
the matter to the author-
ities.

In the video taken 
at Assam's Barak Valley 
region, locals are seen 
questioning a man who 
was caught in posses-
sion of what appears to 
be postal ballot papers 
in the secrecy of night. 
The incident took place 
in Cachar district head-
quarters in Silchar last 
evening, according to the 
local media.

The district author-
ities have taken cogni-
zance of the incident and 
have initiated an inquiry 
on the incident.

The locals first in-
tercepted the men late 
on Thursday and tried 
to question but the offi-
cials tried to avoid their 
questions and attempted 
to escape, the locals in-

formed the police.
The officials - iden-

tified as Biswajit Dey 
Purkayastha and Dipak 
Goswami - had gone to 
the residence of a voter to 
collect the ballot paper.

"A person named Sab-
yasachi Dutta of Silchar's 
Maulavi road received a 
ballot paper which was 
sent to him accidentally 
by election officials. On 
April 1, he went to polling 
station to cast his vote 
like any other citizen. 
Because he has already 
voted, there is no use of 
the ballot paper he re-
ceived, so we have come 
here to collect it," the of-
ficial, Biswajit Dey Pur-
kayastha - who is senior 
assistant of postal bal-
lot paper cell in Cachar 
district - is heard saying 
during the confrontation 
with the locals.

When asked whether 
he will cancel the ballot 
paper, Mr Purkayastha 
says: "I have been ap-
pointed to collect the 
paper and submit it to 
my higher officials. I am 
not authorised to cancel 
this."

However he refuses 
to name the higher offi-
cial. "We all work under 
deputy commissioner 
and she is the ultimate 
authority," he says.

Reacting to the devel-
opment, Cachar Deputy 
Commissioner Keerthi 
Jalli confirmed to NDTV 
that they have initiated 
an inquiry.

Polling took place in 
Silchar on April 1 in the 
third and final phase of 
the state polls. The postal 
ballot must reach before 
the polls, according to 
the protocol.

Arunachal 
reports 
12 new 
COVID-19 
cases
Itanagar, Apr 9 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh re-
ported 12 new COVID-19 
cases on Friday, taking 
the tally to 16,873, a 
health official said.
Seven of the new cas-
es were reported from 
the Lower Dibang Val-
ley district, three from 
Leparada, and one each 
from Namsai and Capi-
tal Complex, he said.

Three Indo Tibetan 
Border Police (ITBP) 
jawans and an Army 
personnel were among 
the new patients, State 
Surveillance Officer 
Lobsang Jampa said.

Three of the new 
patients are symptom-
atic, he said.

Arunachal Pradesh 
currently has 29 active 
cases.

The death toll in the 
state is 56.

As many as 16,788 
persons have recov-
ered from the disease 
so far, Jampa said.

Altogether, 4,16,046 
samples have been 
tested for COVID-19 
in the state, including 
499 on Thursday, he 
said.

State Immunisation 
Officer Dimong Padung 
said that a total of 
96,887 people have been 
inoculated in the state so 
far.
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Arsenal rues late equaliser; 
United wins in Europa League

Berlin, Apr 9 (AP): 
Arsenal conceded in in-
jury time to draw 1-1 
with Slavia Prague in the 
first leg of their Euro-
pa League quarterfinal, 
while Manchester United 
won 2-0 in Granada.
Bruno Fernandes' 
last-minute penalty on 
Thursday put United in a 
commanding position to 
reach the semifinals after 
Marcus Rashford had giv-
en the visitors the lead in 
Spain.

Arsenal paid the 
price for a lack of con-
centration after failing 
to defend Nicolas P p 's 
86th-minute opener.

Goalkeeper Bernd 
Leno made a fine save to 
deny Luk Provod in inju-
ry time, but couldn't stop 
Tom Hole from grabbing 
Prague's equalizer from 
the resultant corner.

Roma also came from 
behind to win 2-1 at Ajax, 
and Villarreal won 1-0 at 
Dinamo Zagreb thanks to 
Gerard Moreno's penalty 
before the break.

ARSENAL FRUS-
TRATED

Arsenal had worked 
hard for P p 's opener. 
Brazilian winger Willian 
struck the post with a 

free kick early in the sec-
ond half, and Alexandre 
Lacazette should have 
scored later when he 
only had the goalkeep-
er to beat. The French 
striker opted to lift the 
ball only to see it crash 
back off the crossbar.

The visitors missed 
chances of their own 
before P p finally broke 
the deadlock with a chip 
over the outrushing On-
drej Kol r in the Slavia 
goal.

Hole headed in 
Prague's equalizer in 

the fourth minute of in-
jury time.

UNITED IN CONTROL
United emerged with 

commanding advantage 
despite a tough game in 
Andalusia.

Rashford scored with 
a cool finish past Grana-
da goalkeeper Rui Silva 
in the 31st.

The buildup was sim-
ple. United goalkeeper 
David de Gea passed to 
defender Victor Lindel f, 
who sent a long ball over 
the home side's defense 
for Rashford to latch onto 

with a brilliant first touch 
before he fired past Silva. 
It was the England strik-
er's 20th goal of the sea-
son in all competitions.

Granada respond-
ed before the break 
with Yangel Herrera 
striking the post, Ro-
berto Soldado going 
close and then Kenedy 
testing De Gea after a 
corner. The home side 
maintained its pressure 
after the interval, when 
again Kenedy forced De 
Gea into action.

Harry Maguire be-

came the third United 
player to be ruled out of 
the second leg through 
suspension when he was 
booked for a foul on Sol-
dado in the 72nd. Luke 
Shaw and Scott McTomi-
nay were booked earlier, 
as was Granada defend-
er Domingos Duarte, 
who will also miss next 
week's game.

Yan Brice was booked 
after conceding the pen-
alty on Fernandes, who'd 
had a quiet game. Rui Sil-
va almost saved the spot 
kick but Fernandes's ef-

fort squirmed through.
ROMA COMES BACK
Ajax, like Arsenal, 

was to rue a missed op-
portunity.

Davy Klaassen cap-
italised on hesitant de-
fending to score the 
home team's opener in 
the 39th. The Dutch mid-
fielder cut out Amadou 
Diawara's weak back 
pass and exchanged 
passes with Du an Tadic 
before scoring as Roma 
defenders Roger Iba ez 
and Gianluca Mancini 
backed off.

Tadic should have 
made it 2-0 early in the 
second half, but Roma 
goalkeeper Pau L pez 
saved his penalty.

Lorenzo Pellegrini 
then equalised with a 
free kick that young goal-
keeper Kjell Scherpen 
fumbled over the line 
in the 57th, and Iba ez 
atoned for his lackluster 
defensive display with 
the winner in the 87th. 
Iba ez took Klaassen's at-
tempted clearance from 
a corner on his chest be-
fore firing a volley in un-
der the crossbar.

The second legs 
are to be played next 
Thursday.

Fore, dad! McIlroy sends errant 
Masters shot off his father

Augusta (US), Apr 9 
(AP) Rory McIlroy hit his 
approach on the seventh 
hole at the Masters right 
where he was aiming.

Problem was, he was 
aiming at his father.

Here's a tale that will 
be part of McIlroy family 
lore for probably forever: 
Gerry McIlroy was stand-
ing near the right side of 
the green, watching his 
son play his second shot 
from off to the left of the 
fairway on Thursday. The 
ball wound up hitting 
Gerry McIlroy in the left 
leg.

"It was a perfect 
shot," Rory McIlroy said.

Well, kind of. He 
wound up making bo-
gey, which was his third 
consecutive one at that 
point.

"It was dead straight," 
Rory McIlroy said. "But 
I think he was OK. He 
didn't limp away. He 
walked away pretty 
swiftly, so that was all 
right."

Gerry McIlroy is a 
pretty good golfer him-
self. He introduced his 
son to the game long ago, 
and has developed quite 
a following among his 
fellow members at his 
home course, Seminole 
Golf Club in Florida.

He'll be getting mile-
age off this story for 
years.

Rory McIlroy also had 
a tee shot spray right on 
the par-4 11th, causing 
some patrons to tap-
dance out of the way. He 
finished with a 4-over 76, 
not exactly boosting his 
chances of finally win-
ning a Masters and com-
pleting the career grand 
slam.

There's a tradition of 
sorts in golf that when 
someone gets struck 
by an errant ball, the 
golfer signs a glove and 
presents it to the per-
son as a part-apology, 
part-souvenir. McIlroy 
didn't seem like he was 
planning to give one to 
his dad.

"I think he just needs 
to go and put some ice 
on," he said. "Maybe I'll 
autograph a bag of fro-
zen peas for him."

FLEETWOOD'S ACE
Tommy Fleetwood 

had no birdies in the 
opening round of the 
Masters.

A hole-in-one made 
him smile anyway.

Fleetwood made 
an ace on the 170-yard 
16th hole Thursday, the 
32nd in Masters history. 
Of those, 23 have come 
on the 16th.

Fleetwood finished 
the day with four bo-
geys, the ace and shot a 
2-over 74. There were 
no aces at the Masters 
last year; Justin Thomas 
and Bryson DeCham-
beau both made one at 
the 16th in 2019.

ANCER'S PENALTY
On a day when it was 

tough enough to go low, 
Abraham Ancer's score-
card took another blow 
after he completed his 
round.

Augusta National offi-
cials ruled that Ancer un-
knowingly touched the 
sand with his club before 
taking his third stroke 
from a greenside bunker 
at the par-5 15th hole.

Ancer was assessed 
a two-stroke penalty, 
bumping his score on 
the hole from a 6 to a tri-
ple-bogey 8. His overall 
score increased to 3-over 
75, leaving him 10 shots 
behind leader Justin 
Rose.

Ancer tweeted that 

while he was "gutted, I 
can't wait to get after it 
tomorrow."

Ancer had already 
signed his scorecard and 
exited the scoring area 
when the committee re-
viewed video evidence of 
the incident.

Because the club 
touching the sand was 
deemed visible to the na-
ked eye, officials decid-
ed to assess the penalty. 
If that had not been the 
case, the video evidence 
would have been disre-
garded.

SPIETH'S DAY
Jordan Spieth hit a 

tee shot into the trees, hit 
an approach off another 
tree, and three-putted 
from inside of 10 feet.

Lucky for him, all 
those miscues came on 
the same hole.

Spieth had a triple-bo-
gey 7 on No. 9 Thursday, 
after spraying his tee 
shot into some trees, 
clunking his recovery try 
off another tree, eventu-
ally missing a bogey putt 
that just wouldn't stop as 
it trickled past the hole 
and, of course, missing 
the 5-footer that would 
have saved double as 
well.

The 2015 Masters 
champion shook it off 
quickly, made birdie 
on the next hole to get 
back on track and shot a 
1-under 71.

LAST SHALL BE 
FIRST

Brian Harman was 
the last player to get 
into the Masters. When 
he finished his opening 
round, his was the first 
name on the leader-
board.

Harman made three 
birdies over the last 
six holes for a 3-under 
69. That matches his 
best score at Augusta 
National, though it's a 
small sample size. This 
is only Harman's third 
appearance in the Mas-
ters.

He had little reason 
to be believe he would be 
here in April.

Only a month ago, 
Harman was at No. 95 
in the world ranking. 
He tied for third at The 
Players Championship, 
and that got him into 
the Match Play. The 
Match Play was the 
final tournament for 
players to crack the 
top 50, and Harman 
reached the quarter-
finals. That got him to 
No. 49, and he was on 
his way to the Masters.

Being a late entry 
had its advantages.

"Probably so," Har-
man said. "The pre-
vious two times I've 
played it, I've certain-
ly looked forward to it 
maybe and prepared 
too much for it. I just 
kind of came in here, 
and I know the course 
pretty well. I've played 
here bunches of time. I 
love it around here. It's 
just a matter of having 
my game ready."

Based on what got 
him here, he was ready. 
Harman said his short 
game has been on song, 
and that never hurts at 
Augusta National.

HAT'S OFF
When Lee Elder, the 

first Black player to play 
in the Masters, went to 
the tee for the honor-
ary starter ceremony 
with Jack Nicklaus and 
Gary Player on Thurs-
day morning, there 
were about 100 people 
wearing green caps with 
"1975" written in white 
across the front.

Indian Women's Football Team Suffer Narrow 1-2 Defeat vs Belarus
New Delhi. 09 Apr: In-
dian women's football 
team on Thursday suf-
fered a narrow 1-2 defeat 
at the hands of Belarus at 
the AGMK Stadium. 

While both the sides 
played out an even first 
half, Belarus took the 
lead through a Shuppo 
Nastassia penalty before 
Pilipenka Hanna doubled 
their lead. Meanwhile, 
India's Sangita Basfore 
pulled one back deep 
into added time. 

After a good perfor-
mance against Uzbeki-
stan, India started off 
with a high tempo in the 
first half, and almost took 
the lead within three 
minutes, when Soumya 
Guguloth's shot from out-
side the box struck the 
Belarus cross-bar. Striker 
Pyari Xaxa did manage 
to get her head onto the 
rebound, but her effort 
looped over the goal and 
went out of play.

Anju Tamang, looked 
lively, playing at the right 
fullback position, often 
making forays into the 
opposition area. Not only 
did she help in the attack, 
but Anju also tracked 
back to make a few cru-
cial blocks and affect a 
few turnovers in posses-
sion.

Around the quar-
ter-hour mark, Manisha 
dribbled past a couple of 
defenders and made her 

way into the opposition 
area, before going down 
under some attention 
by the Belarus defend-
ers. However, the referee 
waved play on.

Minutes later, Belarus 
had a great opportunity 
to score, when midfield-
er Pilipenka Hanna was 
played through on goal. 
She slipped her shot past 
the keeper, but India's 
defender Ranjana Chanu 
recovered well in time to 
clear the danger.

India head coach 
Maymol Rocky gave a 
run-in to experienced 
defender Ashalata Devi 
towards the end of the 
first half, bringing off 
Soumya in her place, as 
the two sides headed 
into the dressing rooms 
level on the scoreboard.

Belarus grabbed 
the initiative after the 
changeover, as they 
managed to work the 
ball into the Indian net, 
but the referee soon 

blew his whistle, sig-
nalling that one of their 
attackers was in an off-
side position during the 
buildup.

However, India soon 
started to settle into 
the second half as well. 
A minute past the hour 
mark, Manisha Kalyan 
soared up the left flank 
to enter the opposition 
area and send in a low 
cross. However, it evaded 
striker Pyari Xaxa, who 
tried in vain to get a vital 
touch on the ball.

Minutes later though, 
Belarus were awarded a 
penalty after one of their 
attackers was adjudged 
to have been fouled in-
side the Indian box. Nas-
tassia slotted the ball to 
the left of Aditi Chauhan, 
who had dived in the cor-
rect direction, but the 
ball was just beyond her 
reach.

Belarus doubled 
their advantage 10 min-
utes later when Pilipen-

ka Hanna was played 
through into the Indian 
penalty box, and she 
squeezed her shot be-
tween the keeper and the 
near post; as the ball hit 
the upright and bundled 
in.

India looked deter-
mined to get back in the 
game after that, and In-
dumathi instantly found 
Manisha on the left with 
a piercing through ball. 
The latter pulled the trig-
ger after sprinting into 
the Belarus box, but her 
effort was saved.

With around five min-
utes of regulation time 
left on the clock, India 
won a free-kick close to 
the Belarus area. Sangita 
Basfore stood over the 
dead ball, and put her 
laces through it, but her 
effort sailed inches wide.

Listen to the latest 
songs, only on JioSaavn.
com

Basfore got one back 
late in added time, as she 
pulled the trigger from 
around 30 yards out. The 
Belarus keeper managed 
to get a glove onto that, 
but Sangita's shot packed 
too much of a punch, as 
the ball deflected off the 
keeper's gloves and into 
the net.

However, there was 
not much time left for 
a comeback, as the ref-
eree soon brought the 
game to an end.

Dhoni-led CSK look for strong 
start vs Rishabh Pant's DC

Chennai, 09 Apr [PTI]: 
It will be a battle be-
tween the "young ap-
prentice and his master" 
when Rishabh Pant's Del-
hi Capitals and Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni's Chennai 
Super Kings square off 
in an IPL match on Satur-
day, with both sides aim-
ing for a winning start 
to their campaign. The 
Delhi franchise ended 
runners-up last season 
in the UAE and would 
be aiming to go one bet-
ter this time and a good 
start would be what they 
will be looking for. Three-
time champions CSK had 
a forgettable season last 
year, finishing at seventh 
out of eight teams and 
they would also be seek-
ing a winning start in 
their bid to make amends 
of a poor IPL 2020.

K e e p e r - b a t s m a n 
Pant, anointed to cap-
taincy in the absence 
of injured Shreyas Iyer, 
has said recently that he 
would put his learning 
from Dhoni to use in DC's 
season opener.

"My first match as 
captain will be against 
Mahi bhai (MS Dhoni). It 
will be a good experience 
for me as I have learned 
a lot from him. I'll apply 
my own experience and 
learning from him," Pant 
had said recently.

Delhi's strong batting 
line up of Shikhar Dha-
wan, Prithvi Shaw, Ajink-
ya Rahane, Steven Smith 
and Pant himself will 
look to fire on all cylin-
ders right from the open-
ing game. Dhawan (618 
runs) was the second-high-
est run-scorer in IPL 2020 
and looked in good touch 
in the recent ODI series 
against England.

He would be raring 
to go this season. Shaw 
will be itching to prove 
his worth after amass-
ing 827 runs in the Vijay 
Hazare Trophy. It is most 
likely that Shaw and Dha-
wan would open. Captain 
Pant, a hard-hitting bats-
man, is in the form of his 
life, having emerged as a 

match-winner for India 
in the series against Aus-
tralia and England.

He would like to con-
tinue his good run. The 
Delhi team also possess-
es the likes of all-rounder 
Marcus Stonis, Shimron 
Hetymar and Sam Bill-
ings but will have to get 
their team combination 
right, as only four over-
seas players can feature 
in the playing XI. They 
have enough options to 
choose from the battery 
of pacers comprising 
Ishant Sharma, Kagiso 
Rabada, Umesh Yadav, 
Chris Woakes and Anrich 
Nortje.

Even if the South Af-
rican duo of Rabada and 
Nortje misses out the 
first game as they joined 
the team just a few days 
back, DC have enough 
firepower and experi-
ence in the bowling de-
partment. Also, playing 
a key role on a sluggish 
Wankhede track would 
be the spinners -- Rav-
ichandran Ashwin and 
Amit Mishra, though Axar 
Patel will not be available 
as he tested positive for 
COVID-19 last Saturday.

On the other hand, 
Chennai will be bolstered 
by the return of the expe-
rienced batsman Suresh 
Raina, who is their all-
time leading run-scorer, 
with 5,368 runs. Raina 
will strengthen the 
top-order, which has the 
likes of young Ruturaj 
Gaikwad, South African 
Faf Du Plessis and Am-
bati Rayudu.

With the likes of 
young Sam Curran, who 
almost pulled off a win for 
England in the final ODI 
against India, and Moeen 
Ali, along with great fin-
isher Dhoni, Chennai also 
have a stable middle-or-
der. Their bowling attack 
will be led by the ever-im-
proving Shardul Thakur, 
who can also bat, and 
Deepak Chahar. And then 
there is Ravindra Jadeja, 
the wily left-arm spinner, 
who can also be handy 
with the bat.

Zlatan Ibrahimovic to make big screen 
debut as "Antivirus" in next Asterix film
London, 09 Apr [AFP]: 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic is 
set to make his big 
screen debut in the 
next Asterix film, the 
AC Milan and Sweden 
striker announced 
on Thursday. The 
39-year-old posted 
the word 'Antivirus', 
the name of his char-
acter, on his Instagram 
account using the 
typeset and colours 
associated with the 
Goscinny/Uderzo he-
roes. Ibrahimovic, who 
was recently recalled 

to the Swedish nation-
al team and is likely to 
feature in this year's 
delayed Euro 2020, will 
play a Roman called Cai-

us Antivirus in "Asterix 
and Obelix: the Middle 
Empire", the fifth film in 
the live action series.

The film, which will 

be directed by Guillaume 
Canet who also plays As-
terix the Gaul, will also 
star Oscar-winner Mar-
ion Cotillard as Cleopa-
tra and Gilles Lellouche 
as Obelix.

Production of the 
film was due to take 
place last year but was 
delayed due to the pan-
demic.

With a budget of 
over 60 million euros 
($71 million), it is al-
ready shaping up to be 
one of the biggest French 
productions.
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China hands death sentences 
to Uyghur former officials

Helen Davidson
Taipei, 09 Apr 
[theGuardian]: A Chi-
nese court has issued a 
suspended death sen-
tence to the former di-
rectors of the Xinjiang 
education department 
for charges including 
writing and publishing 
school textbooks it said 
were designed to “split 
the country”.
Sattar Sawut and his 
deputy, Shirzat Bawu-
dun, were given death 
sentences with a two-
year reprieve, while 
five other Uyghur men, 
including editors, were 
given lengthy jail terms, 
according to state media.

The date of the con-
victions and sentences 
are unknown but were 
revealed in a state media 
film released in the last 
week, amid a PR offen-
sive by the Chinese gov-
ernment pushing back 
on international criti-
cism of its abuses in the 
Xinjiang region.

In the Chinese ju-
dicial system, a death 
sentence with reprieve 
can be commuted to 25 
years, or life in prison, 
pending good behaviour.

Sattar was accused of 
building a team and plan-
ning with his deputy to 
incorporate “bloody, vi-
olent, terrorist and sep-
aratist ideas” in primary 
and secondary school 
textbooks dating back 
13 years, the state news 

agency Xinhua said.
The books in question 

date back as far as 2003, 
but in 2016 the content 
was deemed by Xinjiang 
authorities to be “sepa-
ratist” in nature and in-
citing ethnic hatred.

The son of Yalqun 
Rozi, one of the editors 
sentenced, and who 
was first arrested in 
2016, said the charges 
were “absurd”.

“These textbooks 
were sanctioned by the 
state,” Kamaltürk Yalqun 
told the Associated Press. 
“China is trying to erase 
history and write a new 
narrative.”

The court has not 
published its ruling or 
other documents, and 
state media did not detail 
what problems it saw in 
the texts. A People’s Dai-
ly article on Wednesday 
said a total of 84 texts in a 
2003 and a 2009 edition 

in ethnic languages had 
been found to have in-
fluenced several named 
individuals to take part 
in the 2009 Urumqi riots, 
and a 2014 bombing at 
the Urumqi railway sta-
tion.

The People’s Daily re-
port said: “By changing 
and distorting history, 
[Sattar and his co-ac-
cused] tried to instil 
separatist ideas into stu-
dents, increase national 
hatred and achieve the 
purpose of splitting the 
motherland.”

South China Morning 
Post cited the CGTN film 
to describe some sec-
tions and images in the 
textbook that referred to 
a 1940s chapter of Xinji-
ang history and the short-
lived East Turkestan 
Republic government, 
or that depicted clashes 
between Uyghur fighters 
and Han-looking soldiers 

d u r i n g 
t h e 
s a m e 
period.

Yalqun told the AP 
the passages were about 
historical tales that had 
nothing to do with ter-
rorism, and the prose-
cutions were aimed at 
cultural destruction and 
assimilation.

“Because these text-
books are rich in Uyghur 
culture, China targeted 
them,” Yalqun said. “They’re 
moving toward the direc-
tion of eliminating Uyghur 
language education and 
culture altogether.”

Sattar, who was also 
convicted of offences 
related to bribery alle-
gations, was deprived of 
political rights for life, 
and had his property 
confiscated.

The prosecution 
comes amid a deepen-
ing crackdown on Uy-
ghur and other ethnic 
minority Muslims in the 
Xinjiang region. More 

than 1 million people are 
believed to have been 
interned in reeducation 
camps, and there is ev-
idence of authorities 
running enforce labour 
transfer programmes, as 
well as systemic rape and 
torture, forced sterilisa-
tion of women, child sep-
aration and mass surveil-
lance and intimidation. 
Leading Uyghur academ-
ics and other public fig-
ures have been arrested.

The US government 
and some law groups 
have declared the actions 
of the Chinese govern-
ment against the group 
to be a genocide.

As international out-
rage mounts and be-
comes increasingly coor-
dinated in the implemen-
tation of sanctions and 
other measures against 
the perpetrators, Bei-
jing has ratcheted up its 
denials of mistreatment 
and abuses, launching 
multi-platform PR cam-
paigns ranging from 
choreographed press 
conferences in foreign 
countries to a domesti-
cally released musical 
depicting a wonderful 
life in Xinjiang.

Chinese diplomats 
have engaged in hostile 
communications online 
and with foreign coun-
terparts, and individual-
ly targeted and smeared 
Uyghur women who have 
spoken publicly about 
their ordeals.

China drills in disputed South China Sea as US naval patrol grows
Taipei, 09 Apr [alJa-
zeera]: China has drilled 
deep in the South China 
Sea to retrieve sediment 
core from the seabed, 
state media has reported, 
amid tensions over dis-
puted waters with rival 
claimants Taiwan and the 
Philippines, as the United 
States increases its naval 
presence in the region.

Chinese scientists on 
a marine research vessel 
used China’s homemade 
Sea Bull II drilling system 
to obtain a sediment core 
231 metres (757 feet) 
long at a depth of 2,060m 
(6,760ft), according to 
the official Xinhua news 
agency on Thursday.

The system can help 
explore natural gas hy-
drate resources in the 
seabed, Xinhua added, 
referring to the solid ice-
like crystals formed from 
a mixture of methane 
and water that are touted 
as a promising source of 
energy.

It was unclear exactly 
where the drilling took 
place in the South Chi-
na Sea, approximately 
90 percent of which is 
claimed by Beijing as its 
territorial waters. The 

International Court of 
Arbitration at The Hague 
has declared that claim 
as without legal basis.

Malaysia, the Philip-
pines, Taiwan, Vietnam 
and Brunei also lay claim 
to parts of the sea, which 
has vast oil and gas po-
tential.

Tensions in the region 
have escalated in recent 
weeks following revela-
tions that 200 Chinese 
“maritime militia” ves-
sels have been amassing 
at Whitsun Reef, about 
320 kilometres (200 
miles) west of Palawan 
Island and within the 
Philippines’s exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ).

Since then, the US 
has deployed a Navy 

strike group led by the 
USS Theodore Roosevelt, 
which entered the South 
China Sea on Sunday.

According to a 
South China Morning 
Post newspaper report 
on Friday, the US has 
also deployed the am-
phibious assault ship 
USS Makin Island to 
enter the busy sea lane 
through the Strait of 
Malacca.

The group also re-
portedly included the 
amphibious transport 
dock USS San Diego, the 
publication reported, cit-
ing information from the 
Beijing-based South Chi-
na Sea Strategic Situation 
Probing Initiative.

The US has defend-

ed its latest naval activi-
ties calling it a “routine” 
transit and in accordance 
with the “freedom of nav-
igation” principle.

On Friday, it was also 
reported that Chinese 
military vessels gave 
chase on Thursday to a 
Filipino vessel with ci-
vilians and journalists 
on board with the Phil-
ippines’ EEZ, according 
to the Manila-based 
television station, ABS-
CBN.

The Philippines, a US 
ally that has developed 
closer ties with Beijing 
since the administration 
of President Rodrigo 
Duterte, has voiced con-
cern in recent days about 
the presence of Chinese 

vessels in its EEZ.
On Thursday, the Phil-

ippine defence depart-
ment said it was keeping 
“all our options open” as 
Manila’s diplomatic dis-
pute with Beijing grows.

Self-ruled Taiwan, 
which China claims as 
its own territory, has 
also threatened to shoot 
down Chinese drones 
spotted circling the Tai-
pei-controlled Pratas Is-
lands in the South China 
Sea.

On Monday the Chi-
nese carrier, Liaoning, 
also led a naval exercise 
near Taiwan and Beijing 
said that such drills will 
become regular occur-
rences.

China’s oil and gas 
exploration activities in 
the South China Sea have 
stoked tensions before, 
notably when state-run 
China National Off-
shore Oil Corp (CNOOC) 
deployed a deepwa-
ter drilling rig in Viet-
nam-claimed waters in 
2014.

One-third of the 
world’s trade estimated 
at more than $3 trillion 
passes through the South 
China Sea annually.

Egyptologists uncover ‘lost golden 
city’ buried under the sands

Cairo, 09 Apr [alJa-
zeera]: Archaeologists 
have uncovered the re-
mains of an ancient city 
in the desert outside 
Luxor that they say is 
the “largest” ever found 
in Egypt and dates back 
to the golden age of the 
pharaohs 3,000 years 
ago.

The discovery of the 
ancient city, buried un-
der sand for millennia, is 
said to be one of the most 
important finds since un-
earthing Tutankhamun’s 
tomb.

Famed Egyptologist 
Zahi Hawass announced 
the discovery of the “lost 
golden city” on Thurs-
day, saying the site was 
uncovered near Luxor, 
home of the legendary 
Valley of the Kings.

“The Egyptian mis-
sion under Dr Zahi Ha-
wass found the city 
that was lost under the 
sands,” the archaeology 
team said in a statement.

“The city is 3,000 
years old, dates to the 
reign of Amenhotep III, 
and continued to be used 
by Tutankhamun and Ay.”

Betsy Bryan, profes-
sor of Egyptian Art and 
Archaeology at Johns 
Hopkins University, said 
the find was the “second 
most important arche-
ological discovery since 
the tomb of Tutankha-
mun”, according to the 
team’s statement.

Jewellery items such 
as rings have been un-
earthed, along with co-
loured pottery vessels, 
scarab beetle amulets 

and mud bricks bearing 
seals of Amenhotep III.

“Many foreign mis-
sions searched for this 
city and never found it,” 
said Hawass, a former 
antiquities minister.

The team began ex-
cavations in September 
2020, between the tem-
ples of Ramses III and 
Amenhotep III near Lux-
or, some 500km (300 
miles) south of the capi-
tal Cairo.

“Within weeks, to the 
team’s great surprise, 
formations of mud bricks 
began to appear in all di-
rections,” the statement 
read. “What they un-
earthed was the site of a 
large city in a good con-
dition of preservation, 
with almost complete 
walls, and with rooms 
filled with tools of daily 
life.”

‘Tombs filled with 
treasures’

After seven months 
of excavations, several 
neighbourhoods have 
been uncovered, includ-
ing a bakery complete 
with ovens and storage 
pottery, as well as admin-
istrative and residential 
districts.

Archaeologists say 
Amenhotep III inherited 
an empire that stretched 
from the Euphrates to 
Sudan and died around 
1354 BC.

He ruled for near-
ly four decades, a reign 
known for its opulence 
and the grandeur of its 
monuments, including 
the Colossi of Memnon 
– two massive stone stat-

ues near Luxor that rep-
resent him and his wife.

“The archaeologi-
cal layers have laid un-
touched for thousands of 
years, left by the ancient 
residents as if it were 
yesterday,” the statement 
added.

Bryan said the city 
“will give us a rare 
glimpse into the life of 
the Ancient Egyptians at 
the time where the Em-
pire was at his wealthi-
est”.

The team said they 
were optimistic that 
further important finds 
would be revealed, not-
ing they had discovered 
groups of tombs reached 
through “stairs carved 
into the rock”, similar 
construction to those 
found in the Valley of the 
Kings.

After years of politi-
cal instability linked to a 
popular revolt in 2011, 
which dealt a severe 
blow to Egypt’s key tour-
ism sector, the country 
is seeking to bring back 
visitors, in particular by 
promoting its ancient 
heritage.

Last week, Egypt 
transported the mum-
mified remains of 18 
ancient kings and four 
queens across Cairo from 
the iconic Egyptian Mu-
seum to the new Nation-
al Museum of Egyptian 
Civilisation, a procession 
dubbed the “Pharaohs’ 
Golden Parade”.

Among the 22 bodies 
were those of Amen-
hotep III and his wife 
Queen Tiye.

Prince Philip, husband of Queen Elizabeth II, dies aged 99
London, 09 Apr [theGuardian]: The 
United Kingdom’s Prince Philip, the hus-
band of Queen Elizabeth II, has died aged 
99, Buckingham Palace said on Friday.
“It is with deep sorrow that Her Majesty 
The Queen announces the death of her 
beloved husband, His Royal Highness The 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh,” the pal-
ace said in a statement.
“His Royal Highness passed away peace-
fully this morning at Windsor Castle. Fur-
ther announcements will be made in due 
course. The Royal Family join with people 
around the world in mourning his loss.”

The Duke of Edinburgh, as he was of-
ficially known, had spent four weeks in 
hospital earlier this year to receive treat-
ment for an infection and have a heart pro-
cedure, but returned to Windsor in early 

March.
He had been by the queen’s side 

throughout her 69-year reign, the longest 
in British history.

“He has, quite simply, been my strength 
and stay all these years,” the queen said in 
a rare personal tribute to him made in a 
speech marking the pair’s 50th wedding 
anniversary in 1997.

The couple married in 1947, five years 
before Queen Elizabeth II succeeded to the 
throne.

The Queen’s ‘strength and stay’
After completing more than 22,000 

solo appearances, Prince Philip retired 
from public life in August 2017, although 
after that he occasionally appeared at offi-
cial engagements.

His last public appearance came last 

July at a military ceremony at Windsor 
Castle, the royal palace to the west of Lon-
don where he and the monarch have resid-
ed during COVID-19 lockdowns.

In his life, he earned a reputation for a 
tough, no-nonsense attitude and a propen-
sity for occasional bigotry.

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
said he would be remembered “above all for his 
steadfast support for Her Majesty the Queen”.

“Not just as her consort, by her side, ev-
ery day of her reign, but as her husband, 
her strength and stay of more than 70 
years,” Johnson said in a televised address 
to the nation.

“And it is to Her Majesty, and her fam-
ily, that our nation’s thoughts must turn 
today,” he added.

Scotland’s First Minister Nicola Stur-

geon also added her condolences, saying 
she was “saddened” by the death of the 
duke.

“I send my personal and deepest con-
dolences – and those of scotgov and the 
people of Scotland – to Her Majesty The 
Queen and her family,” she Tweeted, citing 
the country’s devolved government.

Private head of the family
Prince Philip and the queen had four 

children, Prince Charles, the heir to the 
throne, Princess Anne, and Princes An-
drew and Edward.

While he officially played second fiddle 
to his wife, the Duke of Edinburgh was re-
garded as the private head of the family.

The former naval officer, who was born 
on the Greek island of Corfu in 1921 and 
fought in World War II, often took a wry 

approach to his unusual position.
“Constitutionally, I don’t exist,” he once 

said.
His final years were clouded by contro-

versy and fissures within the royal family.
His third child, Prince Andrew, was em-

broiled in scandal over his friendship with 
American financier Jeffrey Epstein, who 
died in a New York prison in 2019 while 
awaiting trial on sex trafficking charges.

And at the start of 2020, his grandson 
Prince Harry and his wife, Meghan Markle, 
announced they were quitting royal duties and 
moving to North America to escape intense 
media scrutiny that they found unbearable.

Prince Philip is survived by the queen 
and their four children as well as eight 
grandchildren and 10 great-grandchil-
dren.

DEAR READERS,
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REACHES YOU.
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COUPLE GOALS! The power duo, Russell 
Wilson & Ciara, look super stylish as they leave a 
TV studio in Los Angeles.
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Bollywood anxious as India 
abolishes film certification tribunal

Actress Geetika Vidya Ohlyan 
was in a meeting when her 

phone rang. It was a message on 
her college WhatsApp group.
“I saw a message that Vishal 
[Bhardwaj] sir had called it a 
sad day for cinema,” Ohlyan told 
Al Jazeera, referring to the film-
maker’s tweet about the Indian 
government’s decision to abol-
ish the Film Certification Appel-
late Tribunal (FCAT).

The FCAT was set up in 
1983 by India’s Ministry of In-
formation and Broadcasting 
to hear appeals by filmmakers 
aggrieved by the decision of 
the Central Board of Film Certi-
fication (CBFC), a British colo-
nial-era body popularly referred to as the “censor board”.

In India, filmmakers do not self-censor, as in most coun-
tries in the West, but have to get a CBFC certificate before re-
leasing their films.

The CBFC certifies the film to be “A” (restricted exhibition 
for adults only), “U/A” (unrestricted exhibition, subject to pa-
rental guidance for children below 12 years of age), “U” (unre-
stricted exhibition), or “S” (restricted to specialised audiences 
such as doctors or scientists).

If a filmmaker is unhappy with a certificate given to their 
film by the CBFC, or by suggested changes in the film proposed 
by the CBFC, they could approach the FCAT for a re-evaluation.

With its headquarters in the capital, New Delhi, the FCAT 
was headed by a chairperson and had four other members, 
including a secretary appointed by the Indian government.

In its order earlier this week, the government said the high 
court and not the FCAT will now hear the appeals by filmmak-
ers who do not agree with the CBFC’s suggestions or certifi-
cates for their films.

Abhishek Bachchan's Reply To Troll 
Who Called His Acting "3rd Rate"

Abhishek Bachchan showed us once again who is the boss. 

The actor, who was trolled by a Twit-
ter user for his performance in the 

recently-released film The Big Bull, had 
the most unexpected reply. The Twitter 
user compared the film to the web-se-
ries Scam 1992 (based on the life of stock-
broker Harshad Mehta). He also called 
Abhishek Bachchan's acting "3rd rate." 

"As usual Abhishek Bachchan 
doesn't disappoint you with his 3rd rate 
so called acting in a poorly scripted and 
badly filmed The Big Bull. Pratik Gand-
hi and Scam 1992 are far superior by 
miles," read the tweet. 

Replying to the troll, Abhishek Bach-
chan wrote: "Hey man, as long as I've not 
disappointed you, I'm happy. Thank you 
for taking the time out to see our film."

If that's not called a perfect reply, we 
don't know what it. Read the Twitter ex-
change here:

A few days ago, a Twitter user asked 
the actor why he should watch The Big 
Bull if he has already seen the show 
Scam 1992. The actor, who has quite a 

bit of a reputation when it comes to giv-
ing it back to trolls, gave a crisp reply in 
merely 3 words: "I'm in it."

The Big Bull, directed by Kookie Gu-
lati, released on streaming platform Dis-
ney+Hotstar on Friday and it opened to 
average reviews. 

Film critic Saibal Chatterjee gave the 

film 1.5 stars in his review for NDTV and 
he wrote: "Abhishek Bachchan leads a 
cast that cannot hold a candle to the one 
that was assembled for the web series 
that landed in our midst last year and 
blew us away with its sharp-eyed lucidi-
ty. In the absence of genuine atmosphere 
in The Big Bull, the actors struggle."

Mrs. World Caroline Jurie arrested after 
grabbing Mrs. Sri Lanka's crown at pageant

Caroline Jurie, the reigning Mrs. World who 
Mrs. Sri Lanka World Pushpika De Silva ac-

cused of injuring her after Jurie grabbed the 
crown from her head at a recent pageant, was 
arrested on April 8.

Police spokesman Ajith Rohana told the 
BBC Jurie and model Chula Padmendra were 
arrested over the incident on charges of sim-
ple hurt and criminal cause. 

Chandimal Jayasinghe, the national 
director of Mrs. Sri Lanka World, told 
the Colombo Gazette he, Jurie, Padmen-
dra and De Silva recorded statements at 
the Cinnamon Gardens Police station in 
Colombo earlier in the day and that Ju-
rie and Padmendra were arrested short-
ly after. Per the BBC, Jurie and Padmen-
dra were bailed out and are expected to 
appear in Colombo Magistrates Court on 
April 19.

The arrests came days after De Silva 
was named the winner of the Mrs. Sri 
Lanka World pageant on April 4. Mo-
ments after the crowning, Jurie, who received 
the same title last year, interrupted the cere-
mony to object the decision.

"As for the Mrs. World Inc, there's a rule 

that you'll have to be married and not di-
vorced," she said, according to footage of the 
televised broadcast shared by the Colombo 
Gazette. "So, I'm taking my first steps saying 
that the crown goes to the first runner-up."

Priyanka Chopra to present at 2021 BAFTA awards
London, Apr 9 (PTI): 
Actor-producer Priyanka 
Chopra Jonas has been an-
nounced as one of the pre-
senters for the 74th Brit-
ish Academy of Film and 
Television Arts (BAFTA) 
Awards.
The annual award cer-
emony, which has been 
delayed from its usual 
February date due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, is 
scheduled to take place on 
April 10 and 11 at the Royal Albert Hall here.

Chopra Jonas will be joined by other presenters, 
which include Phoebe Dynevor, Chiwetel Ejiofor, Cyn-
thia Erivo, Hugh Grant, Richard E Grant, Tom Hiddleston, 
Felicity Jones, Gugu Mbatha-Raw, James McAvoy, David 

Oyelowo, and Pedro 
Pascal, the BAFTA an-
nounced on Thursday.

The "Quantico" star 
had recently announced 
the Oscar nominations, 
along with her husband 
pop-star Nick Jonas.

Chopra Jonas and 
other star presenters 
from London will be 
joined by additional 
presenters from Los 
Angeles including Rose 

Byrne, Andra Day, Anna Kendrick and Renee Zellweger.
The 38-year-old actor's last release, "The White Ti-

ger", is nominated in two categories at the BAFTA, in-
cluding best leading actor male for Adarsh Gourav and 
adapted screenplay for director Ramin Bahrani.

ARIES:
Eyes on the prize, Aries. That's right! Eyes 
on the prize. You may feel like you've only 
completed a fraction of the journey, but 
that is far from the truth. You are where you 
need to be and you are progressing at the 
right pace. So instead of second guessing 
yourself, keep moving forward and on-
wards. There is so much you are yet to dis-
cover about yourself *and* your true calling 
on this journey.
TAURUS:
For Taureans in love, this may be a chal-
lenging time. Some of you could be think-
ing about setting off on a journey of your 
own or may be with somebody who is plan-
ning to. It's natural to feel all kinds insecure 
about the distance. Stay in your centre 
anyway, and trust the foundation you have 
built together. Who knows? Your time apart 
could make your heart grow fonder.
GEMINI:
The week ahead promises to be full of ideas 
and ‘aha’ moments. You want to keep that 
journal handy, Gemini, for when inspiration 
strikes unexpectedly. As such, communica-
tion of all kinds is also taking centre stage. 
Given that authenticity is having a big mo-
ment, you may feel inspired to tell your sto-

ry like it is. The cards are also bringing the 
law of cause and effect to your attention. 
Actively work towards giving your ideas a 
tangible form. It is the steps you take now 
that will determine the assistance you will 
receive from the mysterious forces above.
CANCER:
There was a time you glorified the bohe-
mian life. There was a time when you be-
lieved there was nothing greater than be-
ing creatively satisfied. You still believe all 
of those things and more. However, your 
experiences have taught you the value of 
your work. Today, you're redirecting your 
gaze towards the long term vision and tak-
ing the steps you need to in order to get 
there. If that means making certain practi-
cal decisions, so be it.
LEO:
When it comes to your finances, you're be-
ing asked to make practical decisions. Yes, 
that means saying no to frivolous expenses 
despite how tempted you may be to say yes 
at the moment. Think about how exercising 
self-control at this point will help the future 
you. This is a good way to keep yourself 
from doing something you might potentially 
regret. Some of you may be unhappy with 
the remuneration you are receiving at the 

moment. Remember, nobody is going to 
take a step that benefits you unless you 
stand up for yourself.
VIRGO:
Pause and breathe, Virgo. Pause and 
breathe. As you do, let go of your need 
to push against the flow and acknowl-
edge what your body is tell ing you. Giv-
ing yourself the permission to refuel is 
the only way you wil l be able to fulf i l l 
the sacred mission you have taken on. 
Some of you could be dealing with im-
mense pain on the emotional level as 
well. Allow that which is unprocessed to 
resurface. Trust that you have the wis-
dom required to heal and make peace 
with your past.
LIBRA :
Admit it, Libra! You've always been 
a rebel at heart. But it looks l ike your 
black sheep syndrome could get you 
and those around you in trouble at this 
point. So go against your natural instinct 
and do things by the book unti l things 
settle down. On the upside, some of you 
may be drawn towards a philosophy you 
haven't quite explored before. Be patient 
with the subject at hand. Make a conscious 
effort to understand the tenets. Trust us, 

you will open your mind in the process.
SCORPIO:
You’ve been working hard to put your coins 
in the bank, but your account may or may 
not bear testimony to this. Where do you 
think this discrepancy is stemming from? 
Today, the cards are urging you to assess 
your spending habits carefully. Exercising 
a certain amount of restraint will help you 
get your finances in order. Besides, it's 
always a good idea to be prepared for un-
expected expenses, should they arise in 
the future.
SAGITTARIUS:
Like the Scorpios, you're being guided to 
be mindful about your finances at the mo-
ment. It's a good idea to set a big goal or 
redirect your gaze towards the long term 
vision. This will prevent frivolous expendi-
ture. Be careful when it comes to lending 
money as well. The person in question may 
be coming from a good place. However, 
there is no guarantee they will be able to 
pay back what they're asking for.
CAPRICORN:
Everything looked picture-perfect when 
you started out (well, almost!). However, 
you feel your journey has turned into some-
what of an obstacle course. It will be easy 

for you to give everything up at this point, 
which would be a shame given you're *this* 
close to the finish line. So, pick up the piec-
es, Capricorn. Challenge yourself to focus 
on what lies ahead. Before you know it, this 
stage will have passed and everything will 
fall into place again.
AQUARIUS:
What happens to the untold stories, Aquari-
us? What happens to the pain and the trau-
ma that doesn't get a chance to express it-
self? Beware of suppressing your emotions 
lest they turn poisonous. What you want to 
do instead is talk things out with the person 
concerned in a manner that is gentle. If that 
is not an option available to you, consider 
approaching a trusted healer or therapist.
PISCES:
Pisces, you could be dealing with some-
body who has a chip on their shoulder. 
Resist the urge to bring your ego into the 
equation. Your aggression will only be met 
with aggression. Your need to reason ev-
erything out will only make matters worse. 
What you want to do instead is throw them 
off by choosing the path of least resistance. 
Your ability to operate from a space of love 
and kindness could change this equation 
for the better.


