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cM joins pM’s video-conference, 
assures sikkim has prepared well

gangtok, 02 Apr [ipr]: Chief Minis-
ter Prem Singh Tamang [Golay] today 
joined the video-conference called by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi con-
cerning the COVID-19 outbreak. The 
video conference was attended by 
Chief Ministers of all the states of In-
dia.

The Prime Minister gave strict 
guidelines to the heads of all states to 
tackle the outbreak in the country. 

He advised all the Chief Ministers 
to observe lockdown in their respec-
tive states and make sure that people 
are following it. 

He also directed the heads of the 
states to look after the facilities and 
make sure there was no shortage of 
essential commodities.

The Chief Minister, on his part, 
talked about how the State Govern-
ment has adopted every preventive 
measure and once again informed ev-
eryone about the availability of three 

months worth of essential products 
in the state. 

He also informed how the Govern-
ment was focussing on isolating and 

quarantining those who have recent 
travel history outside Sikkim. 

Due to the recent casualty in the 
neighboring district of Kalimpong 

and with few more positive cases, he 
informed about the increased securi-
ty at major checkpoints and of having 
directed officers to provide a report 
daily.  

The Chief Minister also urged 
NGOs and the people to be cautious 
and refrain from activities that will 
risk the lives of the masses. 

With the effort of the people and 
the Government, the state has been 
able to contain the disease from en-
tering Sikkim’s borders, he said. 

With the next few weeks being 
crucial for the state, the Chief Minis-
ter urged everyone to cooperate in the 
same manner and observe social dis-
tancing to keep Sikkim COVID-19 free.

The video conference was also at-
tended by the Health Minister Dr MK 
Sharma, Chief Secretary, DGP, Principal 
Secretary Health, Secretary to the Chief 
Minister and Secretary, Health Depart-
ment.

curfew clamped in Medo after man tests coViD-19 positive
itanagar, Apr 2 (pti): Cur-
few was clamped in Medo area 
of Lohit district in Arunachal 
Pradesh on Thursday for 
24-hours after a man tests 
positive for COVID-19, an offi-
cial said.
The 24-hour curfew which 
has been clamped at Medo 
area since 12 PM on Thursday 
would be in force till Friday 
noon, Lohit Deputy Commis-
sioner Prince Dhawan said.

The 31-year-old man, who 
tested coronavirus positive is 

from Medo area of the district 
and he is also the first person 
in Arunachal Pradesh to have 
COVID-19.

“The curfew has been 
clamped as a precautionary 
measure against spreading of 
coronavirus after the person 
tested positive,” the DC added.

The man had attended 
the Tablighi Jamaat congrega-
tion in Delhis Nizamuddin on 
March 15.

“The district health author-
ity had kept the infected man 

at a special isolation room at 
Zonal Hospital Tezu, the dis-
trict headquarters town and 
all his family members were 
kept in quarantine room,” 
Health Secretary P Prathiban 
said, adding that the swab 
samples of the family mem-
bers would be collected and 
will be sent to Dibrugarh for 
test.

The 31-year-old man 
reached Medo in Lohit dis-
trict of Arunachal Pradesh on 
March 18 after attending the 

Markaz congregation in Del-
hi’s Nizamuddin on March 15.

He left Nizamuddin on 
March 16 and since March 24 
he was under home quaran-
tine and was not showing any 
signs and symptoms even after 
16 days.

The district police are on 
job to trace all the persons 
who came in contact with the 
person, Lohit district SP Wang-
di Thungon said.

State Surveillance Officer 
(Integrated Disease Surveil-

lance Programme) Dr L Jampa 
informed that six more who, 
also attended the Markaz 
congregation, were located in 
Namsai district and have been 
found negative.

Meanwhile, another 12 
people were traced by the cap-
ital complex police on Thurs-
day morning.

So far, the state govern-
ment has tracked down 19 
people who had been to the 
Tablighi Jamaat congregation 
in Delhi last month.

iit-roorkee develops low-cost ventilator

An open letter to tHe priMe Minister oF inDiA, sHri nArenDrA DAMoDAr MoDi
“Sir, attacks on our regional identity come in different forms”

ViewPoint
JiWan Rai
Dear Mr. Prime Minister of India,
I am writing this letter with a deep-seat-
ed conviction that in an emergency situa-
tion such as this, nothing should distract 
your attention. But when the overriding 
concern of our northeastern people be-
ing wrongly singled out and stereotyped 
as “COVID-19 spreaders” in some parts of 
the country could no longer be contained, 
I took this step to address you. 

Before I zero in on the issues, I, as an 
ordinary citizen, would like to record my 
heartfelt appreciation of and complete 
solidarity with your lockdown decision. I 
am proud of your courage and I hope that 
India’s hitherto victorious battle will only 
get better in the days to come.

Sir, the humiliation of such typecasting 
in our own homeland has been our long-
standing experience. I need hardly say 
that the agony of being profiled as ‘corona’ 
when we are sharing the same horror and 
terror as the rest of humanity is beyond de-
scription. What some of our fellow citizens 
are saying about NE Indians (some of the 
most racist remarks we have ever heard) 
does not pain us as much as the general 
national silence about it does. Except for 
a few instants of condemnation here and 

there, the rest of the country doesn’t say a 
word. The appropriate action by the gov-
ernment has been disappointingly small, if 
not non-existent.

India must battle such recognizably 
malignant stereotyping right now with 
the same degree of passion as we are 
showing in our national battle against 
the CV pandemic. I, therefore, humbly 
request you to kindly condemn such 
an attitude, ask the nation to condemn 
such acts and the people who do them, 
and ask them to rise up from their nar-
row understanding of ‘who are Indians’ 
in your next Mann Ki Baat or Address to 
the Nation.

As a long term solution, I would like 
to make the following humble sugges-
tions:

Firstly, India must construct a me-
ta-narrative of Indianness which can 
eventually broaden the general percep-
tion of who are Indians. Nothing much 
has been done to close the chasm be-
tween ‘NE Indianness’ and ‘Desi Indian-
ness’. Such profiling more than questions 
the root of our Indian life. It betrays the 
lack of acceptance of diversity on the 
part of many in the supposed ‘mainland’. 
Being called “chinky” “momo”, “chow-
mein” and now “Corona” by mean and 
small-minded Indians is not the real 

issue. It is only a symptom of a lack of 
acceptance which is central to the Indi-
anness of the NE people. Our historical 
and ethnic diversity and atypical ap-
pearance still do not seem to have been 
fully absorbed into the perceived Indian 
mainstream. 

Sir, such a notion of Indianness de-
fies the idea of India that our founding 
fathers had crafted with great care. We 
can now recall with irresistible nostalgia 
that the rigorous political and academic 
engagement that began with the com-
mencement of the Gandhian era in 1919–
20 had birthed the idea of India. Mahat-
ma Gandhi, the Father of the Nation and 
other founding fathers inculcated and 
developed an inclusive framework for 
nationalism by advocating for an Indian 
nationalism that was both horizontal-
ly and vertically inclusive. Every native 
tongue, for example, was given due rec-
ognition. The idea of Indian nationalism 
penetrated deeper than ever before, 
covering the entire linguistic, religious, 
social, economic and ethnic spectrums 
of the Indian population. Through such 
political discourse, the term ‘Indian’ was 
dejargonized to mean every native of the 
land, irrespective of caste, ethnicity, re-
ligion or sex. They smartly figured out 
that the creation of a new political en-

tity called India would only be possible 
when it was premised on a political plu-
ralism that encompassed diversity of all 
kinds. But after so many years of indepen-
dence, the people of NE India are still met-
ed out step-motherly treatment time and 
time again. It is high time that the idea of 
Indian diversity is raised to a newer level 
of implementation and realization.

Secondly, India must create enough 
space for NE history, culture and lan-
guage in national academia. Our histo-
ry is a part of greater India. The nation 
must know how the NE became a part 
of India. What historical background 
we have. The nation can also offer one 
NE language as an optional language in 
school systems. 

We grapple with innumerable ques-
tions and the answers are not forthcom-
ing. Will Bollywood’s sweeping asser-
tion of Indianness eventually give way to 
a more liberal and inclusive approach? 
Will the concept of a heroic look in mov-
ies be accommodative of NE looks? Will 
the new generation Danny Denzongpas 
be cast in a lead role in Hindi films?  Will 
another biopic of an icon from North 
East feature a North Eastern actor in the 
main role? Will NE music be categorized 
as mainstream Indian music? Will some 
NE tribals who do not consider the coun-

try to be their “mother” (mata) be allowed 
to stick to their own kind of patriotism? 
Will local dietary traditions be respected, 
even if they don’t fit into the “mainstream” 
India diet? NE students know more about 
Maharana Pratap Singh and Akbar than 
they do about their own principalities. 
Will the non-NE Indians get to learn about 
their NE heroes?

Sir, attacks on our regional identity come 
in different forms. Apart from ordinary peo-
ple, even some leaders make remarks that 
betray an utter disrespect for our regional 
food culture. In 2012, somebody in Haryana 
had advocated a ban on chowmein, brand-
ing it as a cause for rape. His theory was that 
chowmein causes a hormonal imbalance 
which increases sexual urges. Another lead-
er in Jammu and Kashmir was once busily 
persuading his state’s health minister, Bali 
Bhagat, to ban momos saying that momos 
are the root cause of several life-threatening 
diseases including memory loss and cancer.

I really believe that these issues must 
be brought to your notice. The nation will 
hopefully give an adequate hearing to these 
matters when a leader of your pan-nation 
recognition raises them.

With Best Regards
Yours Faithfully

Jiwan Rai
Gangtok, Sikkim

  IIT-Roorkee has developed a low-cost 
portable ventilator that can be useful 
in the fight against COVID-19.

The closed-loop ventilator does 
not require compressed air and is 
useful when hospital wards and open 
areas are converted into ICUs, a press 
release from the premier institute 
said.

The ventilator named ‘Prana-Vayu’ 

has been developed in collaboration 
with AIIMS, Rishikesh.

The ventilator is based on the con-
trolled operation of the prime mover 
to deliver the required amount of air 
to the patient.

The automated process controls 
the pressure and flow rates in the in-
halation and exhalation lines.

The prototype has been tested suc-

cessfully for normal and patient-spe-
cific breathing conditions.

The research team from IIT-Ro-
orkee included Akshay Dvivedi and 
Arup Kumar Das with online support 
from Debendra Tripathi from AIIMS, 
Rishikesh.

They teamed up only a week back 
by remote communication to develop 
a quick time technology to help the 

distressed at the time of COVID-19.
Prana-Vayu has been designed es-

pecially for COVID-19 pandemic. It is 
low-cost, safe, reliable, and can be quick-
ly manufactured. We have successfully 
achieved the ventilatory requirement on 
a test lung, and it can be used for both 
infants and even overweight adults, said 
Akshay Dvivedi, coordinator, Tinkering 
Laboratory, IIT Roorkee.

Dist admn begins checking if anyone here 
attended tablighi Jamaat event in Delhi

suMMit report
gangtok, 02 Mar: 

The East District Ad-
ministration has ap-

pealed to those who en-
tered Sikkim in the last 
15 days and had attend-
ed the Tablighi Jamaat 
in Nizamuddin Markaz 
Mosque, Delhi, to come 
forward and disclose this 
to the administration so 
that adequate precau-
tionary measures could 
be taken.  Similar exercis-
es have been undertaken 
in other districts as well.

SDM [Gangtok], Rob-
in Sewa, made this ap-
peal by using a public 
address system to people 
residing around the Mas-
jid area and other parts 
of the capital here today. 

He further appealed 
to residents to remain 
indoors and inform 
the administration if 
any new persons have 
started to living in their 
neighborhood in the 
past few days.

It may be recalled 
that the Tablighi Jamaat 
took place in Delhi’s 
Nizamuddin Markaz 
Mosque in early March 
and has now emerged 
as a COVID-19 virus 
hotspot after numer-
ous cases across India 

were traced back to the 
event. 

This religious congre-
gation was attended by 
people from across India 
as well as other coun-
tries and many attendees 
have shown symptoms of 
COVID-19 of which and 
positive cases have been 
confirmed.

Addressing media 
persons, the SDM men-
tioned that the reports 
of new positive cases of 
COVID-19 and its symp-
toms from attendees of 
Tablighi Jamaat have 
shocked the entire coun-
try and it was a matter of 
great concern for Sikkim 
as well. 

On the same, he ap-
pealed that if there was 
any attendees of Tablighi 
Jamaat who have entered 
Sikkim without inform-
ing the State administra-
tion about their partici-
pation, they should come 
forward for the test and 
other required protocol. 

He warned of strict 
legal action if anyone 
hides information about 
their participation in 
Tablighi Jamaat. The ad-
ministration can be con-
tacted at 03592-284444 
with information in this 
regard.
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335
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tablighi, a radical outfit that deserved to be banned....
r K sinHA
Delhi, 02 Apr:

The Tablighi Jamaat, that indulges in 
teaching to  non-Muslims to convert 

into Islam and to make Muslims funda-
mentalists and militants in the name of 
being true Muslims, has caused huge 
incalculable  damage to India’s ongoing 
war against the corona virus. They have 
put the entire nation  in a big health cri-
sis. How the nation   comes out of this 
difficult situation is a moot question 
now.

When the Kaaba, Mecca, Medina 
were closed due to Corona, Vatican City 
was shut down, shrines, mosque gu-
rudwaras were closed, Tablighi Jamaat 
held meeting in the Nizamuddin area of 
Delhi where  thousands of natives  and 
foreign Maulanas participated. This 
begs a question, Why the Prime Minis-
ter’s appeal was ignored?

Will the people advocating their 
cause tell how they justify their shame-
less act of holding this conference in 
the wake of an outbreak of corona all 
over the world and especially India 
which is going through a phase of lock 
down and social distancing. What was 
the conspiracy behind this?

These advocates of Tabligi rule out 
the possibility of any conspiracy the 
weakening the resolve of the govern-
ment’s fight against corona by the Ja-
maat, hardly realizing that they violat-
ed every law of the land and also the 
government’s directive by not adhering 
to the policy of social distancing. The 
presence of hundreds of foreigners in 
their group raises even deeper ques-
tions.

The Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s first call for the ‘Janata Curfew’ on 
22 March, and then for a nationwide 
lockdown on March 24 was treated 
with utter contempt by these religious 
fanatics.

The Prime Minister had, on both 
the occasions, appealed to the nation 
his resolve to break the chain of corona 
virus infection by pleading with people 
to stay indoors and avoid public con-
tact. No Prime Minister ever of any na-
tion in the past has ever appealed with 
folded hands. 

Now it is fact that most of the Ta-
blighi Jamaat people are in the grip of 
corona virus some of whom have died. 
However, it is yet to be ascertained as 
to how many people would have been 
infected by corona virus primary and 
secondary due to the shameless and ir-
responsible act of these fanatics.

Reports say close 12, 000were in-
vited to attend the Jamaat, out of which 
only 7–8 thousand attended from our  
country and abroad. Thus many ig-

nored the call perhaps perceiving the 
danger and sensibly kept them aloof 
from this calamity.

You often might have seen around 
10–15 people wearing fancy round cap 
donning a  long  Kurta and short pay-
jama having a typical beard moustache  
with a bag in their hands roaming in 
different parts of the country.

Doesn’t it seem that these prosely-
tizing army of so called Moulvis/Mul-
lahs are still living in the Stone Age? On 
the contrary, Tablighi claim that their 
objective is to guide and follow Islam 
sounds hollow.

Wherever they go or visit they 
only stay in the mosques. They also 
claim that the Tablighi Jamaat, started 
in 1927, is spread in more than 150 
countries of the world. However, due to 
their links with terrorist organizations, 
many countries including Russia and 
Kazakhistan have banned the Jamaat.  
The organisation is estimated to have 
between 120 million to 150 million ad-
herents worldwide although the major-
ity living in South Asia. You will be sur-
prised to know that there is no website, 
newspaper or channel of the Jamaat 
despite having such a big following.

Anti-nationalism under the garb 
of secularism, In fact, the anteced-
ents of Tablighi Jamaat itself has 
been suspicious. It has been facing 
serious allegations of being linked 
to organization like Al-Qaeda and 
harboring terrorists associated 
with it.

Tablighi Jamaat was under the 
scanner of intelligence agencies 
following allegations that mili-
tant Hafiz Saeed lend money to 
Falah-e-Insaniyat Foundation in a 
mosque in Palwal, Haryana, about 
two years back. It is  regrettable 
that in the guise of secularism these 
, anti-national elements are active 
and the governments deliberately 
remain non-commital and ignore 
intentionally  due to vote bank pol-
itics.

Well, Delhi Police has swung into 
action against Maulana Saad, the 
head of Tabligi Jamaat, and regis-
tered cases against him under sec-
tions 269, 270, 271, 120B of IPC. He 
is accused of leading several thou-
sand people in the Tablighi Markaz 
under his leadership and violating 
government orders. Maulana Saad 
had clearly stated in his speeches 
that Muslims need not heed to the 
Prime Minister’s appeal, thus justi-
fying that  if at all they  have to die 
due to carona, it is better to die in 
mosques for a noble cause of Islam.

It is also important that Darul 

Uloom Deoband has been making 
serious allegations against Saad and 
Tablighi Jamaat. Darul Uloom Deo-
band has also levelled allegations 
against Maulana Saad, president of 
Jamaat in India, for misinterpreting 
the Islamic Sharia and insulting the 
prophets of Allah. Apart from this, 
on 17 November 2011, WikiLeaks 
had also said on Tablighi Jamaat 
that with its help Al-Qaeda was try-
ing to gain a foothold in India. The 
seriousness of these allegations can 
well be imagined.

The recent incidents have been in-
strumental in exposing the real face of 
Tablighi Jamaat and the whole country 
has now been informed of their nefari-
ous activities. This is perhaps what the 
deadly Corona has done. 

Their meetings are being support-
ed by evil forces from all over the 
world animical to India. They want 
the world to return to the era when 
Islam was born. They hate inclusive 
society. They also want to make India 
an Islamic country. They strongly re-
ject the secular liberal aspect  of Is-
lam, which we know as the Sufi se-
quence. They never go to the dargah 
of a Sufi mystic to prostrate.

They never visit the dargahs of Haz-
rat Nizamuddin Auliya and Amir Khus-
ra in Nizamuddin. They hate the Gan-
ga-Jamuni tehzeeb. The Tablighi Jamaat 
is running a factory to produce Mus-

lims fanatics. Their object is to make 
everyone monolithic and want them 
to mould into their beliefs. The hard 
tenacity to acclimatize is nurtured. Ta-
blighi Jamaat is the name of one such 
dangerous large production outfit. The 
country will have to fight against this 
toxic ideology.

 In an article written by BBC London 
senior journalist Mark Tully who lived 
in Nizamuddin area for thirty years, he 
wrote that if one wants to see how  vari-
ous views of Muslims co-exist  peacefully 
in India, one should come to India. Had 
Nizamuddin Auliya and Tablighi Markaz 
occurred together in any Islamic coun-
try, Tablighis would have destroyed the 
dargah in no time. There can be no place 
for organizations like Tablighi Jamaat in a 
pluralistic country like India. 

The secular Muslims of the country 
will also have to come forward in the 
fight against the Tablighi Jamaat. They 
must prevail in flushing out such ten-
dencies. It is often seen that Muslims 
keep tolerating the evils prevalent in 
their society.

But now is the need of the hour to 
fight a radical, anti-human organiza-
tion like Tablighi Jamaat. The method-
ology adoped even in the midst of the 
deadly corona threats, therefore estab-
lishes the fact that  its intentions were 
not honarable .Thus this intentional act 
has to be curbed in no time and restore 
sanity in the Muslim world.

pM interacts with cMs to bolster efforts to tackle coViD-19
Delhi, 02 Apr (piB): Prime Min-
ister, Narendra Modi today inter-
acted with Chief Ministers of states 
via video conferencing to discuss 
measures to combat COVID-19.
Prime Minister thanked the States 
for supporting the decision of 
lockdown due to which India has 
achieved some success in limit-
ing the spread of COVID-19. He 
praised how all the States have 
worked together as a team to 
check the spread of the virus. 
He however forewarned that the 
global situation remains far from 
satisfactory and informed about 
speculations of a possible second 
wave of spread of the virus in some 
countries.

Prime Minister outlined that 
the common goal for the country 
is to ensure minimum loss of life. 
In the next few weeks, testing, 
tracing, isolation and quarantine 
should remain the areas of focus. 
He highlighted the necessity of 

maintaining supply of essential 
medical products, availability of 
raw material for manufacture of 
medicines and medical equip-
ment. He said it is necessary to 
ensure availability of separate, 
dedicated hospital facilities for 
COVID-19 patients. To increase 
the availability of doctors, he 
asked the States to tap into the 
resource pool of AYUSH doctors, 
organize online training and uti-
lize para-medical staff, NCC and 
NSS volunteers.

Underscoring the importance 
of coordinated action and the 
need to avoid overlaps in efforts 
of stakeholders, Prime Minister 
talked about the need of setting 
up Crisis Management Groups at 
district level and appointment 
of District Surveillance Officers. 
He said that data must be taken 
from the accredited labs for test-
ing - this will ensure congruence 
in data of district, state and cen-

tre. He said it is necessary to en-
sure staggered release of funds to 
the beneficiaries under PM Garib 
Kalyan Yojana to avoid crowding 
at banks.

Prime Minister said that con-
sidering that this is the time to 
harvest crops, the government 
has given some relaxation from 
lockdown but it is necessary to 
continuously monitor and main-
tain social distancing as much as 
possible. He asked the states to 
think of other platforms for pro-
curing grains apart from APMC, 
and explore the possibility of cre-
ating pooling platforms for rural 
areas, like that in ride sharing 
apps, which can be used for this 
purpose.

The Chief Minister thanked 
the Prime Minister for his lead-
ership, continuous guidance 
and support in this time of cri-
sis. They appreciated the Prime 
Minister for taking the bold and 

timely decision of Lockdown 
which has helped check the 
spread of the virus in the coun-
try. They mentioned their efforts 
of maintaining social distancing, 
tracking suspect cases, identi-
fying and quarantining suspect 
cases arising from Nizamuddin 
Markaz, containing community 
transmission, boosting up of med-
ical infrastructure, strengthening 
medical workforce, provision of 
tele-medicine, provision of mental 
health counselling, distribution of 
food and other essentials to those 
in need and taking care of migrant 
workers. The States spoke about 
the importance of mobilising re-
sources, financial as well as med-
ical, to mitigate the crisis.

Prime Minister thanked the 
Chief Ministers for their sugges-
tions and also for apprising about 
the situation on the ground. He 
said it is imperative to work on war 
footing, identify hotspots of the vi-

rus, encircle them and ensure that 
the virus does-not spread out. He 
said that it is pertinent to maintain 
peace and law & order across the 
country.  He added that COVID-19 
has attacked our faith and belief 
and is threatening our way of life. 
He appealed to the leaders to reach 
out to community leaders and so-
cial welfare organizations at state, 
district, town and block levels to 
build up a united front based on 
community-approach in the battle 
against the pandemic.

Prime Minister said that 
it is important to formulate a 
common exit strategy to en-
sure staggered re-emergence of 
the population once Lockdown 
ends. He asked the States to 
brainstorm and send sugges-
tions for the exit strategy. He 
reiterated the importance of so-
cial distancing in preventing the 
spread of COVID-19.

Union Home Minister talk-

ed about the need to implement 
lockdown more strictly in some 
states and the importance of ef-
fective district level implementa-
tion of the guidelines issued by the 
Centre.

Union Health Secretary ap-
prised the dignitaries of the rise in 
number of cases in India, spread 
of cases from Nizamuddin Markaz, 
preparations to tackle medi-
cal cases arising out of further 
spread of the virus and need to 
break transmission chain in the 
districts with high number of 
confirmed cases.

Union Defence Minister, 
Health Minister, Principal Secretary, 
Cabinet Secretary, Home Secretary 
and DG ICMR also participated in 
the interaction. Along with the Chief 
Ministers, the Home Minister, Health 
Minister, Chief Secretary, Home Sec-
retary and Health Secretary of the 
respective states also attended the 
video conference.

temi tea estate has ensured safe working conditions: MD
suMMit report
gangtok, 02 Apr:
Temi Tea Estate has refuted reports 
that the tea estate was continuing 
operations without adequate safety 
measures in place as “totally false and 
misleading,”

Managing Director, Mrinalini Shri-
vastava, in a press release issued to-
day, explains that Temi Tea Estate was 

exempted from lockdown and was 
following all guidelines issue d by the 
Government. 

The Tea Estate, she stresses, has 
taken care of its workers, sensitised 
them and taken all necessary pre-
cautionary measures in consultation 
with the Health Department including 
distribution of masks, sanitizers and 

social distancing measures.
Reports suggesting otherwise are 

based on “hearsay” and not facts or proper 
verification with concerned authorities.

The MD has appealed to all work-
ers and the people of Sikkim not to 
pay any heed to rumors and false 
news.

“Temi Tea Estate will take legal 

and appropriate actions for defaming, 
creating disharmony, apprehensions 
and fear amongst the workers, peo-
ple and its customers at large,” the 
release warns, adding that “safety of 
each and every worker, employees 
of the Temi Tea Estate is our priority 
during its operation and plucking of 
tea leaves.”

17 tablighi Jamaat returnees test 
negative to coViD-19 in odisha

Bhubaneswar, Apr 2 
(pti): Of the 22 persons 
including seven foreign 
nationals, who came to 
Odisha after attending 
the congregation at Ni-
zamuddin in Delhi, 17 
have tested negative 
for COVID-19 and all 
are quarantined in the 
state, an official said on 
Thursday.

Among the returnees 
from Tablighi Jamaat 
congregation, so far 
samples of 17 persons 
tested negative, said 
Subroto Bagchi, Odisha 
Government spokesper-
son on COVID-19.

As per reports avail-
able so far, 22 persons 
including 7 foreign 
nationals linked to Ni-
zamuddin event have 
been traced in Odis-
ha, an official in states 
Health and Family Wel-
fare Department said, 
adding that all are now 
in the government quar-
antine facility.

While the state gov-
ernment still does not 
have a clear idea about 
the number of people 
who went from Odisha 
to the religious congre-
gation at Nizamuddin, 
a senior police officer 
said at least 37 people 
including seven from 
abroad have so far been 
traced having links with 
the Delhi event.

“So far till Thursday 
noon, we have traced 
37 persons including 
seven from abroad, who 
attended the event at 
Nizamuddin,” the senior 
police officer told PTI, 
adding that the seven 
foreign nations com-
prise six from Sudan 
and one from Djibouti.

He said while 22 per-
sons are quarantined in 
Odisha, 15 others have 
been kept under obser-
vation in Delhi.

The officer said the 
state government has 
engaged personnel 
in tracing all the peo-
ple who attended the 
event at Nizamuddin, 
a COVID-19 hotspot in 
Delhi.

Meanwhile, Khurda 
District Collector S K 
Rout said that 13 per-
sons from the district 
took part in the reli-
gious congregation in 
Nizamuddin. Of the 13 
persons, seven are from 
Jatni and three each 
from Tangi and Khurda, 
the collector said.

“Nine of them are 
now kept at a quaran-
tine centre in New Del-
hi and one at a hospital 
at Kishanganj in Bihar 
while the remaining 
three persons, who have 
returned to Khurda, 
have been admitted to 
hospital isolation ward. 
Their blood and swab 
samples were sent to 
AIIMS, Bhubaneswar, 
on Wednesday for the 
COVID-19 test,” the col-
lector said.

Jajpur district ad-
ministration on Thurs-
day said that it had 
traced two more persons 
from the district who had 
attended the event at Ni-
zamuddin in Delhi.

Jajpur district collec-
tor R K Das said while 
they had on Wednesday 
traced one man from 
Binjharpur block to have 
visited the religious con-
gregation in Delhi, the 
administration on Thurs-
day located two others, 
one from Brahmabarada 
and another from Rasul-
pur - who have visited 
the religious event.
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LAND FOR 
SALE 

(URGENT SALE)

BL land for sale. Road site 100ft 
by 50ft at Lower Syari. Enroute 

Ranipool to Deorali via Syari. 10 
Minutes Drive from Ranipool.

Serious Buyer may contact : 83720-
77482/ 94341-36989/ 98320-82664

Homemade masks to overcome shortage
Delhi, 02 Apr (piB): 
Are you an apprehensive 
citizen wondering where 
to get your hand on a 
face mask? Office of the 
Principal Scientific Advi-
sor to the Government of 
India has come up with 
an innovative solution 
for you: homemade face 
mask. “This is primari-
ly mend for the people 
who want to wear mask 
but do not have access to 
it. They can make these 
washable and reusable 
masks home” says Senior 
Adviser, Dr Shailja Vaidya 
Gupta, Office of the Prin-
cipal Scientific Adviser to 
the Government.

Shortage of face 
mask and hand sani-
tizers is a stark reality. 
With the outbreak of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, as 
anxious public frantically 
shopped hygiene prod-
ucts, in particular mask 
and hand sanitizers, the 
sudden increased supply 
could not be met by the 
burgeoning demand.

The Office of the Prin-
cipal Scientific Advisor 
to the Government of 
India issued the manu-
al on homemade masks: 
“Masks for Curbing the 
Spread of SARS-CoV-2 
Coronavirus” for home 
fabrication. The key cri-
teria for proposed de-
signs are Ease of Access 
to Materials, Easy of 
Making at Home, Ease of 
Use and Reuse.

 Shops and services 
are demanding that the 
customers use face mask. 
In some shops the pa-
trons are denied ser-
vices for not using the 
face mask. The home-
made mask would help 
people. Many health 
experts are also sug-
gesting use of face 
mask in public spac-
es could reduce the 
spread of infection. 
The proposed guide 
is meant to provide a 
simple outline to make, 
use and reuse masks. 
This manual could be 

used by NGOs and in-
dividuals to self-create 
such masks and acceler-
ate widespread adoption 
of use of masks across 
India.

Protective masks low-
er the chances of corona-
virus entering our respi-
ratory system through 
droplets that are present 
in the air. According to a 
report published in Pub 
Med analyses show that 
if 50% of the population 
were to wear masks, only 
50% of the population 
would be infected by 
the virus. Once 80% of 
the population wears a 
mask, the outbreak can 
be stopped substantial-
ly. Wearing of masks is 
especially recommend-
ed for people living in 
densely populated areas.

says “India has pock-
ets of dense population: 
its mind boggling the 
density; the North East 
district of Delhi has a 
population density of 
36,155 per square km, 

the models and control 
points for India are out of 
scale! Masks and washing 
hands will help and easy 
to make at home”. said 
Dr Gupta while speaking 
with India Science Wire.

The Science and 
Technology Empowered 
Committee was consti-
tuted on 19th March 
2020. The committee is 
jointly chaired by Prof. 
Vinod Paul, Member, 
NITI Aayog and Prof. K 
Vijay Raghavan, Princi-
pal Scientific Adviser to 
the Government of India, 
and is responsible for 
coordination amongst sci-
ence agencies, scientists, 
industries and regulatory 
bodies, and to take speedy 
decisions on research and 
development to imple-
mentation related to the 
Sars-Cov-2 virus and the 
COVID-19 disease.

Download the de-
tailed manual on using 
and making homemade 
masks http://bit.ly/DIY-
MasksCorona

Excise Deptt warns of strict action 
against sale of liquor during lockdown
gangtok, 02 Apr [ipr]: 
The Excise Department 
will be deploying sur-
veillance teams start-
ing today to check 
against the sale of 
liquor during lock-
down, the provisions 

of which do not allow 
either liquor shops or 
bars to remain open.

The Department 
is taking this step in 
response to reports 
from various quarters, 
including members of 

the public, that some 
Excise vendors are 
still selling liquor even 
as some people are 
forcing the vendors to 
open their shops. 

The Department 
has warned that who-

ever is found selling 
liquor will have their 
licences seized and can-
celled and those found 
buying liquor or forcing 
vendors to provide li-
quor will be prosecuted 
severely.

Alkem contributes rs 50 lakh to cM relief Fund

suMMit report
gAngtoK, 02 Apr:

Alkem Laboratories 
Ltd. contributed Rs 

50 lakh towards Chief 
Minister Relief Fund to 

help the State Govern-
ment in its initiatives in com-
bating the Novel Coronavi-
rus, a press release informs. 

Apart from the financial 
support, Alkem also donated 

1,000 bottles of sanitizers, 
3,000 masks and 1,000 pairs 
of gloves. 

Alkem, the release adds, 
has also distributed 150 
food packets for free since 

31 March on a daily basis at 
Rangpo check post to those 
in need and police person-
nel on duty. Alkem plans 
to continue this distribu-
tion till 14 April.

Russian plane lands in us with medical 
supplies to combat coronavirus

By lalit K Jha
Washington, Apr 2 
(pti): A Russian cargo 
plane carrying 60 tonnes 
of medical supplies, 
including ventilators, 
masks and other pro-
tection gear, needed to 
treat the patients with 
COVID-19 landed in the 
US as the country wres-
tles with the coronavirus 
pandemic that the White 
House has warned could 
kill up to two lakh people 
during the next fortnight.

The Permanent Mis-
sion of Russia to NATO 
on Thursday tweeted a 
video of the Russian Min-
istry of Defence cargo 
aircraft Ruslan AN-124-
100 arriving at the John F 
Kennedy airport in New 
York.

“MoD cargo aircraft 
Ruslan AN-124-100 ar-
rived in Flag of United 
States NY JFK airport 
with 60 tons of medical 
equipment, ventilators, 
masks & other protection 
gear to assist in fighting 
real common adversary- 
COVID19,” the mission 
said in the tweet.

The move to buy 
medical equipment from 
Russia comes after a 
telephonic conversation 
between US President 
Donald Trump and his 

Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin on March 
30.

US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo in a tweet 
said that it was a time to 
work together to over-
come a common enemy 
that threatens the lives 
of all.

“We have to work 
together to defeat 
COVID-19. This is why 
the US agreed to pur-
chase urgently need-
ed personal protective 
equipment from Russia 
to help FEMA respond in 
New York City,” he said.

Earlier, State De-
partment Spokesperson 
Morgan Ortagus said on 
Wednesday, “as a fol-
low-up to the March 30 
phone call between Pres-
ident Trump and Pres-
ident Putin, the Unit-
ed States has agreed 
to purchase needed 
medical supplies, in-
cluding ventilators and 
personal protection 
equipment, from Rus-
sia, which were handed 
over to FEMA on April 1 
in New York City.”

Both the countries 
have provided humani-
tarian assistance to each 
other in times of crisis 
in the past and will no 
doubt do so again in the 

future, she said.
“This is a time to 

work together to over-
come a common enemy 
that threatens the lives of 
all of us,” she added.

“The countries of the 
G20 agreed last week to 
work together to defeat 
the coronavirus, and we 
are working closely with 
these countries and oth-
ers to ensure that criti-
cally needed supplies get 
to those in need,” Ortagus 
said.

The United States is 
committed to the global 
fight against COVID-19, 
she said, adding that the 
US is a generous and reli-
able contributor to crisis 
response and humani-
tarian action across the 
world.

“But we cannot do it 
alone,” Ortagus noted.

President Trump told 
reporters on Tuesday 
that the US was head-
ed for a “very tough two 
weeks”, advising people 
to be prepared for the 
“hard days” ahead, as the 
country is at war with 
the deadly coronavirus 
pandemic that the White 
House projects could 
claim one to two lakh 
lives during the next fort-
night.

Deborah Birx, a mem-

ber of White House Task 
Force on coronavirus, 
based on a model from 
actual data from the 
ground, said the death 
toll in the US could be 
between 100,000 to 
200,000, with the strict 
implementation of the 
existing mitigation mea-
sures including social 
distancing till April 30.

Across the United 
States, hospitals are fac-
ing shortages of ventila-
tors.

Some medical device 
makers have agreed to 
ramp up supplies. But be-
cause patients diagnosed 
with or suspected to 
have COVID-19 often re-
quire breathing support, 
there is widespread con-
cern that these devices 
won’t be developed and 
shipped quickly enough.

A total of 932,605 
COVID-19 cases have 
been reported across 
more than 175 coun-
tries and territories 
with 16,809 deaths re-
ported so far, according 
to Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity data.

The US has report-
ed 213,372 COVID-19 
cases, the highest in the 
world, and over 5,000 
people have died due to 
the disease.

six-week-old baby dies 
of coronavirus in us

By yoshita singh
new york, Apr 2 (pti): 
A six-week-old baby girl 
has died of coronavi-
rus in the US state of 
Connecticut, Governor 
Ned Lamont said on 
Thursday, stressing 
that the death is a re-
minder that “nobody 
is safe with this virus” 
as the COVID-19 cases 
there crossed 3,500.

A report in the 
Hartford Courant 
newspaper quoted of-
ficials as saying that 
the infant arrived at 
the hospital unre-
sponsive and tested 
positive for the coro-
navirus post-mortem.

Probably the 
youngest person ever 
to die of COVID here 
in Connecticut. That 
baby was a less than 
seven weeks old. And 
it just is a reminder 
that nobody is safe 

with this virus, Lam-
ont said.

Lamont said that 
the state recorded a 
tragic milestone with 
the death of the in-
fant.

The governor, in 
a tweet, said that the 
baby from the Hart-
ford area was brought 
unresponsive to a hos-
pital late last week 
and could not be re-
vived.

“Testing confirmed 
last night that the new-
born was COVID-19 
positive. This is abso-
lutely heartbreaking. 
We believe this is one 
of the youngest lives 
lost anywhere due to 
complications relating 
to COVID-19,” he said.

“This is a virus 
that attacks our most 
fragile without mercy. 
This also stresses the 
importance of staying 

home and limiting ex-
posure to other peo-
ple. Your life and the 
lives of others could 
literally depend on it. 
Our prayers are with 
the family at this dif-
ficult time,” Lamont 
said.

Hartford May-
or Luke Bronin said, 
our hearts break for 
that family, and our 
prayers are with the 
families of all of those 
who have lost loved 
ones and all of those 
affected by this ongo-
ing epidemic.

Earlier, the 
youngest Connecti-
cut resident to die 
of COVID-19 was a 
35-year-old man, the 
report said.

The state has 3,557 
confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 and 85 peo-
ple have died of the 
disease.

About 766 
COVID-19 patients are 
currently hospitalized 
in the state.

The news report 
said that a model pre-
pared by the University 
of Washington projects 
that as the coronavirus 
hits a peak in Connecticut 
on April 15, hospitals here 
will fall dramatically short 
on available beds.

In Connecticut, it 
foresees a peak of 41 sin-
gle-day deaths in mid-
April, before the numbers 
taper off during May and 
hit zero before the start 
of June. As many as 1,100 
residents could die of the 
disease.

According to Johns 
Hopkins Coronavirus Re-
source Center, the number 
of Americans to have been 
infected by coronavirus 
stood at 214,000, and 
5,093 had lost their lives 
from the deadly disease.

Masks worth lakhs seized; one held
Mumbai, Apr 2 (pti): 
A 32-year-old man was 
arrested for alleged-
ly hoarding three-ply 
masks worth over Rs 35 
lakh in the western sub-
urb of Santacruz, police 
said on Thursday.

Acting on a tip-off, 
the police raided Dheer-
aj Heritage Building 

in Santacruz (west) 
on Wednesday night 
and seized over 1 lakh 
three-ply masks, worth 
more than Rs 35 lakh, 
an official said.

Mahendra Ramsund-
ar Koli was arrested for 
hoarding the masks and 
selling them at prices 
higher than the MRP, he 

said.
“An electronics deal-

er, Koli purchased the 
masks in bulk and en-
gaged in black market-
ing to make money,” se-
nior inspector Shriram 
Koregaonkar said.

The accused has 
been arrested under 
relevant sections of the 

Essential Commodities 
Act, he said, adding that 
further probe is under-
way.

The police have been 
taking stringent action 
against hoarders and 
black marketers of es-
sential commodities in 
wake of the coronavirus 
outbreak in the state.
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consciously combat stigma
Finger-pointing reflects poorly on us

There is a very fine line dividing concern and para-
noia. Unfortunately, the manner in which govern-

ments have handled the nCoV scare, it is the latter 
which is increasing exponentially, to borrow a term 
made popular by the virus, and is the other graph that 
needs to be flattened, to continue with clichés. 

Concern is when we take precautions ourselves and 
try and keep those we are responsible for, safe. Para-
noia is when we peer out of the windows and without 
any understanding of the context or the reasons, throw 
nuance out of the window and start painting everyone 
outside as being reckless people who will unleash the 
virus on others. It is dangerous bigotry when we start 
singling out a certain section or community as being 
more responsible for the spread of the virus than oth-
ers. How provision stores in some southern states 
turned away people from the northeast is not much 
different from how some people under home quaran-
tine in Sikkim are being harassed with phone calls. 
The public circulation of names of people who were 
on the same flight as the Kalimpong lady who died of 
COVID-19 recently is also another example of the in-
stinct to stigmatise that which we cannot understand 
or fear. It is not enough to justify such actions as serv-
ing the larger common good, because what it ends up 
achieving is bracketing these people as “carriers” oth-
ers need to be wary of without first confirming wheth-
er the people themselves have gone into self-isolation 
and are taking all precautions. It was after all a similar 
emotion which brought out the worst in the villagers 
of Assam-Lingzey and convinced them that chasing a 
busload of Sikkimese students was an acceptable ac-
tion to address their fears. Elsewhere in the country, 
doctors and nurses and even pilots and airhostess 
who came to the aid of scared people caught in nCoV 
locations have been shunned and even evicted from 
their rented accommodations. No amount of taalis and 
thaalis can make up for such disgusting attitudes.

Sikkim needs to recognize these tendencies and 
then consciously work towards combating not just the 
virus but also the stigma. The situation might require 
social-distancing, but that does not mean that the 
Sikkimese become a-social or anti-social. Even if one 
keeps the higher qualities of empathy aside, defeat-
ing stigma is also about keeping ourselves safe. What 
happens when stigma is rife? Those who develop the 
symptoms or have had contact with someone who has 
the virus, hide this information and opt to struggle and 
overcome the virus on their own. This not only puts 
them at risk because they stay away from medical as-
sistance, but also puts everyone around them at risk. 
When they see neighbours turn even on responsible 
people who have opted for home-quarantine, they will 
choose not to be similarly ostracized. 

Awareness and access to credible information 
helps in combating stigma, much as is the case with 
fighting nCoV as well. What also helps is for the so-
ciety’s elders and leaders to keep an eye out for such 
tendencies and calling it out and discouraging it. This 
response has to be nuanced because it should not lead 
to a new stigma being created because not everyone 
who displays these tendencies is even aware of what 
they are doing. It is thus important that compassion is 
reinforced, empathy promoted and the battle against 
the virus is fought with confidence and not fear. So, 
sure, close the borders and promote lockdown proto-
cols, but don’t hyperventilate over it and scream obe-
dience. Some calm grace will help everyone feel safer 
and composed. Everyone knows that the virus is con-
tagious and COVID-19 frightening, they don’t need to 
be scared any more. What is clearly in short supply is 
poise and composure, and it is in this shortage that 
paranoia manifests and fuels stigma. Remember, this 
virus too will run its course, but how we weathered 
through it as a people will define us forever.

india’s stark inequalities make social 
distancing much easier for some than others

priyasha Kaul
theconversation.com

With the coronavirus pandemic 
continuing its spread around 

the world, the Indian prime min-
ister, Narendra Modi, announced a 
three-week complete nationwide 
lockdown of 1.3 billion people on 
March 24. The government advised 
people to observe social distancing 
even before the lockdown came into 
place – but it was only partially ef-
fective.

There were several media re-
ports of non-compliance with gov-
ernment advice for all Indians to 
self-isolate for at least 14 days af-
ter recent international travel. In 
a much-publicised case, a police 
complaint was lodged against Bolly-
wood singer Kanika Kapoor for not 
following self-quarantine – she had 
attended elite parties and travelled 
across the country after returning to 
India from abroad.

As a sociologist working in the 
national capital, Delhi, the conver-
sations I’m having about social dis-
tancing show how central India’s 
inequalities are to its effectiveness. 
The current crisis has shown how 
starkly India needs more invest-
ment in public sector institutions, 
especially in public health, for those 
most vulnerable in the Indian social 
hierarchy.

Social distancing in a deeply 
fragmented society like India is both 
vertical – along class and caste lines 
– and horizontal, involving the sep-
aration of people within the same 
groups. India’s already entrenched 
hierarchies of power meant vertical 
distancing was quickly introduced. 
But horizontal social distancing has 
posed as a much bigger problem.

REINFORCED HIERARCHIES
With the lockdown, the more 

privileged groups in Indian society 
have quickly established greater 
social distance between themselves 
and others around them. It simply 
required a widening of existing hier-
archical power structures in society, 
which are often based on class and 
caste. In most Indian homes, domes-
tic workers are rarely allowed to sit 
on the household furniture or eat 
with the same utensils used by the 
members of the household.

Even before the lockdown, one 
of the earliest measures adopted 
by Indian elites was to ban entry of 
part-time hired domestic help into 
their residential complexes.

A majority of workers in India 
are in the unorganised informal sec-
tor, often on a temporary basis, and 

employers have no long-term legal 
obligations for their welfare. With 
the coronavirus crisis, many of these 
informal workers lost their jobs.

Both caste and class are hier-
archical systems based on the ex-
ploitation of marginalised groups 
in Indian society. The practice of 
untouchability has been a funda-
mental aspect of the caste sys-
tem. As there continues to be a 
significant overlap between caste 
and class hierarchies in contem-
porary India, the suspension of 
hierarchical relations under the 
lockdown has essentially fol-
lowed these established divisions 
in society. This made vertical so-
cial distancing easier to achieve 
with the onset of the pandemic in 
India.

NOWHERE TO GO
Yet, the complexities of In-

dia’s caste and class layers mean 
horizontal social distancing – 
where people within the same 
caste or class distance from each 
other – is an onerous task for the 
marginalised groups in Indian 
society.

Even in a non-crisis situation, 
the poorer sections in India have 
limited access to the basic means 
of survival and are at a much 
higher health risk, often living 
in densely populated slums in 
urban India or areas in rural India 
which are segregated by caste. This 
makes social distancing, while cer-

tainly a civic duty, a luxury for mil-
lions of poor in India.

The situation is particularly dif-
ficult for migrant workers who live 
in congested slum areas or road-
sides often with no access to clean 
drinking water or toilets. Most are 
dependent on daily wages. The sud-
den announcement of the lockdown 
of a massive country such as India, 
with only four hours notice, and the 
suspension of all public transport 
left thousands of migrant informal 
sector workers in cities without 
any means of basic survival. Many 
have begun walking long distances 
to their homes or families in rural 
areas. 

In the first week of the lock-
down, 17 migrant workers and their 
kin died trying to return home. As 
the state borders are sealed, there 
have been multiple reports of these 
groups being beaten up or harassed 
by the police deployed on the roads 
to secure the lockdown.

But no immediate action for 
non-compliance was taken by the 
authorities against hundreds who 
flouted social distancing to take part 
in processions on March 22 in cities 
like Ahmedabad, in Modi’s home 
state of Gujarat, as well as in Mum-
bai in Maharashtra and Indore in 
Madhya Pradesh. They were show-
ing their support for the govern-
ment at the end of a one-day curfew, 
but took to the streets a few hours 
before it was over.

Neither has there been official 
condemnation of the chief minis-
ter of the state of Uttar Pradesh, 
Yogi Adityanath. A day after the 
lockdown began, he participated 
in a pre-dawn religious ceremony 
in Ayodhya to shift the idol of Lord 
Rama into the temporary structure 
where a new temple is to be built.

INEQUALITIES LAID BARE
The lockdown has served to 

exacerbate the already gaping in-
equalities in Indian society. An esti-
mated 21.9% of Indians live below 
the poverty line, according to official 
data from the most recent census in 
2011-12. More recent analysis sug-
gests the rural poverty figure could 
be slightly higher.

India’s decision to implement 
a swift lockdown is laudable. But it 
should have had a better financial 
and social welfare plan to deal with 
the rising coronavirus threat in the 
weeks before the sudden lockdown, 
instead of scrambling for it after-
wards. The effectiveness of the wel-
fare package of Rs1,700 billion (£18 
billion) announced by the Indian 
government in helping the poor re-
mains to be seen.

Without a significant correspond-
ing social welfare plan to enable the 
most marginalised people to survive 
while on lockdown, its enforcement 
will continue to worsen inequality.

[the writer is Assistant 
Professor of Sociology, Ambed-

kar University Delhi]

Why clapping For carers 
Feels so strangely uplifting

cAtHerine loVeDAy

I was immediately worried when I had a call from 
my mum at just after 8pm on March 26. She has 

early-stage dementia and lives in a remote village 
in England with very few neighbours. But instead 
of panic or worry, I was greeted by an excited 
voice asking me if I had been outside to cheer for 
the National Health Service (NHS), the institution 
for which she worked for more than 40 years.

Despite her poor memory, my mum had 
somehow remembered that people in the UK 
had pledged to clap and cheer at 8pm that eve-
ning for the tireless health workers treating the 
rapidly growing number of COVID-19 patients in 
the country. She had fully expected to be on her 
own. To her absolute delight and joy, she heard 
loud whoops and applause from the three houses 
at the bottom of the hill. She was so uplifted by 
this moment that she couldn’t wait to see if I had 
felt it too.

Like millions of people across Europe, I had. 
My London street had come alive – despite lock-
down – with people cheering from their door-
steps or pavements, and children’s faces appear-
ing at open bedroom windows. For the next few 
hours, my social media was packed with similar 
shared stories and a palpable sense of hope, joy, 
gratitude and solidarity. This left me pondering 
why this simple communal act had such a signifi-
cant impact on so many of us?

At a very basic level, this display of appreci-
ation makes us feel good because it is an oppor-
tunity to explicitly express our gratitude for the 
extraordinary efforts that so many of our health 
workers are making. Being grateful has repeat-
edly been shown to boost wellbeing and promote 
prosocial behavior.

These uplifting feelings are further boosted 
by the brain’s unconscious memory system: from 
a young age, we learn to associate clapping and 
cheering with positive moments in our life – suc-
cess, celebration, appreciation and victory. In the 
same way that the sight of food makes us salivate 
or the smell of grass evokes a sense of summer-
time, these sensations automatically elicit posi-
tive feelings through the basic process of condi-
tioning.

But the effects we felt last Thursday go be-
yond learned association and feeling grateful. 
What many of us found for those few minutes was 
a much needed sense of human connection and 
belonging. Social psychologist Stephen Reicher 
has shown that collective participation, for exam-
ple at sporting events or in music and religious 
festivals, enhances our sense of shared social 
identity, which encourages individuals to support 
and look out for one another.

As a species, humans have survived because 
they work in groups, so it is natural for us to feel 
stronger when there is a sense of togetherness. 
Some have even argued that our capacity to en-
gage in coordinated activities such as singing, 
dancing and marching may have contributed to 
our evolutionary success.

There may be some parallels with research on 
collective musical performance. An increas-
ing number of scientific studies has shown 
that performing together has many health 
benefits. For example, singing in choirs 
and rhythmic music making have both been 
consistently linked with better social, psy-
chological and physical wellbeing. In fact, 
neuroscientists have now shown that when 
individuals perform together, there is ev-

idence that brain activity becomes syn-
chronised.

For me, one striking feature of this celebra-
tion for the health service was the sound of other 
human voices. Neuroscience has shown that the 
human voice has an important impact, reducing 
stress hormones and raising levels of the “cuddle 
hormone” oxytocin. In fact, research shows that a 
mother’s voice can offer similar comfort to giving 
an actual hug.

During a period when we are so restricted in 
terms of physical contact with others, maybe it 
is no surprise that we find comfort in the phys-
ical sound of other people cheering – the audito-
ry equivalent of a group hug. It also explains the 
huge emotional response to stories and videos 
of people singing from their balconies, as well as 
musicians performing outside care homes.

From our earliest living moments until our 
last breath, our most fundamental emotions are 
expressed and received through variations in 
rhythm, pitch and timbre. Social isolation is dif-
ficult for most of us at the best of times. It con-
tradicts our deep human instinct to congregate 
socially and work in groups.

From an evolutionary perspective, we are 
generally safer when we come together, but for 
now we find ourselves in the unusual position 
where safety depends on us keeping our distance. 
What clapping with our neighbours on March 26 
did for me, for my mum, and probably for many 
of you, was to provide a powerful, emotional and 
physical reminder that that we are part of some-
thing bigger and for once it feels as though we are 
all on the same side.

[the writer is Neuropsycholo-
gist, University of Westminster]
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chronicles of death not foretold in coronavirus days
new Delhi, Apr 2 (pti): As a kind of 
hush settles deeper across the expanse of 
India and thousands of towns and villag-
es shut down to ward off a pandemic, life 
goes on as it must and so does death.

In times of social distancing, thou-
sands of people are dying alone without 
a last glimpse of their loved ones who are 
unable to reach them. Mourning, too, is 
about isolation with no extended family, 
friends or even neighbours to share your 
grief in person.

In a dystopian present, imagined as a 
distant future only in fiction perhaps, the 
affluent and connected are mourning with 
each other through video conferencing 
and attending virtual funerals. Others, in 
villages and towns without easy access to 
technology, are left to grieve, alone with 
their thoughts and no one to help with the 
healing process.

Delhi-based journalist Ritika Jain, 
who lost her her 85-year-old grandfa-
ther in Palitana, Gujarat, during the 21-
day lockdown, which began on March 24 
to curtail the spread of the coronavirus, 
couldn’t get to meet him that one last 
time.

Her father managed to take the last 
flight from Mumbai to Bhavnagar just 
before the lockdown came into force but 
none of the others could. They attended 
the funeral through the Zoom mobile ap-
plication.

“In the evening, the entire family met 
virtually through Zoom, paid last re-
spects to my grandfather and consoled 
each other,” Jain said as the number of 
COVID-19 cases crossed 1,900 with 50 
fatalities.

Actor Sanjay Suri did the same when 
his wife lost her grandmother. it was so 

strange attending a funeral via Zoom. 
Strange times! he wrote on Twitter.

With governments limiting the num-
ber of people who can attend a funeral to 
20 or less, no way to travel from one city 
to another and passes needed to leave 
the house, deaths have become compli-
cated beyond belief. And the emotional 
trauma is just one of the many things to 
deal with.

When 77-year old Kesavan, who lives 
in a Chennai suburb, heard news of the 
death of his 94-year old mother at his 
sibling’s home in a distant corner of the 
city, his first thought was the commute.

Finally, he told PTI, he just left home 
without waiting for the pass.

“The spectre of coronavirus is horri-
ble as it punishes even those who are not 
affected, added K Veeraraghavan, also 
from Chennai, who lost his father recent-
ly. No members of the family could join 
the cremation.

Funerals have always been a time for 
social bonding in Indian society. But not 
any more with crematoriums and burial 
grounds strictly limiting the number of 
people allowed.

According to Rakesh Kapoor, caretak-
er of the Shamshan Ghat (Mukti Dham) 
in Punjab’s Ludhiana town, the num-
ber of people at a cremation have come 
down sharply from 100 to just 20.

As soon as the body arrives, we allow 
people to pay their last respects for just 
one or two minutes and then start the 
process of performing last rites, he said.

In Haryana, too, rules are being 
strictly followed.

Sukhbir Singh, from Gorakhpur vil-
lage in the state, lost his uncle to cancer 
recently and said the family followed all 

the regulations.
But it all came at an emotional cost.
“The kind of support one gets from 

friends, neighbours and relatives is not 
there these days due to the restrictions,” 
he said.

For many families, the lockdown has 
also meant coming to terms with the fact 
that everything cannot go as they had al-
ways planned.

In Odisha, for instance, many Hindus 
believe that those cremated in Swargad-
har in Puri will get moksha. On normal 
days, about 60 bodies are cremated at 
Swargadwar each day, said Bjay Ku-
mar Das of the Puri Municipality. But 
this has come down to less than 10. B 
Dhai, from Banki village in Cuttack, went 
to Swargadhar for his mother’s last rites 
in accordance with her last wishes and a 
handful of family members accompanied 
the hearse to the seaside town.

However, the post death rituals have 
been done away with.

Church leaders are being equally strict.
Normally, over 100 people are pres-

ent at the burial ground during funeral 
of any member of our community. How-
ever, we will have to reduce the number 
to less than 20 during this 21-day pe-
riod, said Paresh Das of the Church of 
Christ (Union Church) in Bhubaneswar.

In Mumbai, Bhaskar Gurav, death 
register officer of the Bandra-Kherwadi 
Crematorium said not everybody is fol-
lowing lockdown rules.

We want one police constable should 
be there to control and restrict the 
crowds because they are putting other 
lives in danger, he said.

Shoeb Khatib, trustee of the Juma Mas-
jid Trust which also looks after Mumbai’s 

biggest graveyard, said about 120 bod-
ies come into the Bada Kabrastan every 
month but due care is being taken.

We have identified three spots for only 
COVID-19 dead bodies to be buried. For 15 
years no one will touch their graves, Khat-
ib told PTI.

Kerala’s Palayam Juma Mosque has 
also cut down the number of family mem-
bers allowed during the burial of any de-
ceased.

“The health department has given 
strict instructions not to allow more than 
10 people to be present during the burial 
ceremony, a mosque official said.

And the state-run Santhi Kavadam cre-
matorium in the capital city of Thiruva-
nanthapuram is only allowing six to eight 
people during funerals.

In Telangana, the number is capped at 
20, said a Greater Hyderabad Municipal 
Corporation official. Besides, social dis-
tancing is being followed, only one body is 
being cremated at a time and the manage-
ment is ensuring the availability of hand 
sanitisers, gloves and masks.

Irrespective of faith, family members of 
the deceased are forced to cut short their 
rituals in Karnataka and leave as soon as 
the bodies are disposed of.

The burning of bodies using logs has 
stopped at the Harishchandra Ghatin 
Chamarajpet.

“We are not getting logs, camphor, 
ghee or diesel to perform the last rites. As 
a result, we are directing people to take 
the bodies to the electrical crematorium,” 
Kiran Kumar, who arranges last rites at the 
Ghat, told PTI.

“We have announced that in the event 
of the death of a person, people should 
straight take the bodies to the burial 

ground instead of the mosque,” said Mau-
lana Maqsood Imran of Bengaluru’s Jama 
Masjid.

Churches in the Karnataka capital have 
also directed family members to take the 
bodies directly to the cemetry and not or-
ganise any mass.

Business around the grounds has also 
been impacted.

Like in Bihar, which has a tradition of 
feeding those who carry a dead body to the 
place of cremation. Several shops close to 
the ‘Baans ghaat’ in Patna are now closed.

Surendra Kumar, who runs a small eat-
ery in the area, pointed towards the many 
closed shops on either side of his stall.

Business used to be brisk But the lock-
down has changed it all. Now only four or five 
people are coming to the ghat with dead bodies. 
Our businesses may have suffered but my heart 
goes out to the bereaved ones. A sizeable gather-
ing lends strength to those who have lost a loved 
one, he added.

In Kolkata, too, there were reports of many 
families not finding enough people or vehicles 
to carry their dead ones to the burial ground or 
cremation.

A family member of a close friend passed 
away. His relatives couldn’t come due to the lock-
down and there were only two men in the house, 
So three friends had to go and help them, said 
Arshad Ahmed, a resident of Belgachia in the city.

The family of Aziz, a 70-year-old who died 
in Uttar Pradesh’s Pilibhit district last week, can 
give some clues on how to conduct a funeral 
of a loved one.

His family members carried the body 
in a handcart and not on shoulders to 
the burial ground as is the ritual, strictly 
maintaining the laid down guidelines of 
social distancing to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.

3 die of coViD-19 in Bengal, death count 7
Kolkata, Apr 1 (pti): 
Three persons have died 
due to novel coronavirus 
in West Bengal, taking 
the number of COVID-19 
deaths in the state to sev-
en, a Health Department 
official said on Wednes-
day.

A 57-year-old man, 
who was admitted to a 
private hospital in Gola-
bari area of Howrah dis-
trict two days ago, died 
on Tuesday night, he 
said.

“We are trying to find 
out the travel history of 
the deceased and also 
whether he had come in 
contact with any infected 
person,” the official said.

Another man, also of 
the same age, breathed 
his last at a hospital in 
Belghoria, North 24 Par-
ganas district, early on 
Wednesday, he said.

The Belghoria resi-
dent had no history of 
travelling abroad or to 
any other state in India.

“The man was diabet-

ic for the last 20 years 
and was hospitalised on 
March 23 with kidney 
ailment. He tested pos-
itive for coronavirus on 
Tuesday night,” the offi-
cial said.

Later in the evening, 
a 66-year-old man, who 
had tested positive for 
COVID-19 last week and 
was also undergoing 
treatment for other ail-
ments, died at a private 
hospital here.

However, there was 
no official confirmation 
from the state Health De-
partment on whether the 
man from Nayabad area 
in the city died of the vi-
ral disease.

“He had underly-
ing health problems, 
too. We need to find 
out what caused his 
death... we cannot com-
ment more on this case 
for now,” a Health De-
partment official told 
PTI on the condition of 
anonymity.

He, however, said 

the elderly man would 
be cremated in accor-
dance with the protocol 
set by the Health De-
partment for COVID-19 
deaths.

“We cannot take 
chances. His last rites 
will be performed fol-
lowing the protocol set 
for any person dying due 
to coronavirus,” he said.

The sexagenarian 
had attended a wedding 
ceremony at Egra in East 
Midnapore recently. Four 
other persons who had 
attended the ceremony, 
along with him, have also 
tested positive.

Family members of 
all three deceased have 
been placed under quaran-
tine, the official said.

Meanwhile, the bulletin 
released by the Health De-
partment on Wednesday 
evening said seven more 
people, including three 
women, have tested posi-
tive for the disease, taking 
the total number of such 
cases in the state to 37.

condition of Manipur coViD-19 
patient improving: Doctor

imphal, Apr 1 (pti): 
The condition of the 
23-year-old lone 
COVID-19 patient in 
Manipur is improving, 
the medical superin-
tendent of a state-run 
hospital where she is 
being treated said on 
Wednesday.

“Four days ago, she 
was very weak and her 
blood pressure was 
low. But since Tuesday, 
her health condition 
is improving and her 
blood pressure is now 
normal.

“She is gaining ap-
petite and her kidneys 
and liver are function-
ing normally. Hopeful-
ly, she will be alright 
within a few days,” Dr 
T Rajen, Medical Su-
perintendent of Jawa-
harlal Nehru Institute 

of Medical Sciences 
here said.

On the other hand, 
one person exhibiting 
coronavirus- like symp-
toms has been placed 
under isolation and his 
samples have been sent 
for tests, the Medical Di-
rectorate said.

Meanwhile, the 
Thoubal district ad-
ministration has 
formed a volunteers 
team to deliver essen-
tial items to the resi-
dences of persons who 
have been home quar-
antined, Deputy Com-
missioner N Bandana 
told reporters.

The team compris-
es volunteers from 
the police, Indian Red 
Cross Society and the 
Nehru Yuva Kendra, 
Thoubal, she said.

The home quar-
antined persons can 
make calls to two ded-
icated mobile numbers 
and the goods will be 
delivered to their door-
steps 24/7 for free, the 
official said.

At least 605 per-
sons, including 12 who 
had travelled with the 
COVID-19 patient, have 
been home quarantined 
in the district.

On the other hand, a 
total of 437 people were 
detained earlier in the 
day for violating restric-
tions on movement and 389 
vehicles were seized from 
them, a release issued by Ad-
ditional Director General of 
Police, L Kailun said.

The violators were 
produced before a court 
which imposed a total 
fine of Rs 23,500 on 
them, it added.
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olympic sports fret over lost games income
lausanne, Apr 2 (AFp): 
The postponement of the 
Tokyo Olympics and the 
shutdown of the sporting 
calendar because of the 
coronavirus pandemic 
are going to hit interna-
tional sports federations 
hard financially.

Many sports that are 
part of the Games depend 
heavily on the payouts 
every four years from the 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC).

“The situation is 
tense and very gloomy. 
An assessment will be 
made, but clearly some 
posts are under threat,” 
said an official of a major 
international federation.

The 28 international 
federations (IF) of the 
sports that were due to 
be present at the Tokyo 
Olympics, would have re-
ceived substantial sums 
from the IOC.

However, the post-
ponement of the Games 
until 2021 could lead to 
a freeze of their payment.

“We have a lot of 
IF with substantial re-
serves, but others work 
on a different business 
model, they have income 
from major events which 
are suspended, which 
can be a problem for the 
cashflow if they don’t 
have enough reserves,” 
said Andrew Ryan, direc-
tor general of the Asso-
ciation of International 
Olympic Summer Sports 
Federations (ASOIF), 
which is responsible for 
distributing this money.

The five additions to 

the Tokyo Games pro-
gramme - karate, surfing, 
skateboarding, climbing 
and baseball/softball - 
are not eligible.

The Olympic payout 
totalled 520 million after 
the Rio Games, four years 
ago.

“The Olympic money 
could be less than for Rio 
2016,” Ryan warned be-
fore adding: “My advice 
is to budget the same as 
in Rio”.

The federations re-
ceive money on a slid-
ing scale determined by 
their audience and size.

The three largest 
(athletics, swimming and 
gymnastics) can expect 
approximately 40 mil-
lion.

For the second tier, 
made up of cycling, bas-
ketball, volleyball, foot-
ball and tennis, the sum 
is 25 million.

For group three, 
which contains eight 
sports, including boxing, 
rowing, judo and table 
tennis, it is 17 million.

The nine sports in the 
next level (including sail-
ing, canoing and fencing) 
receive 12 million.

For the three in the 
last category (rugby, golf, 
modern pentathlon) the 
payout is 7 million.

For the largest associ-
ations, such as football’s 
FIFA which has a 1.5 bil-
lion nest egg, or basket-
ball body FIBA which has 
CHF 44.4 million (42 mil-
lion euros) in reserves, 
IOC aid represents a 
small proportion of their 

income.
For others, it is vital.
“Some IF probably 

don’t have the cashflow 
to survive one year,” said 
Ryan.

For most federations, 
the postponement of 
the Olympic Games has 
a domino effect, forcing 
them to reschedule their 
own money-earning 
competitions.

“The revenues from 
these events will eventu-
ally come in,” said Ryan. 
“But this impacts the 
cashflow.” World Ath-
letics has already post-
poned the 2021 World 
Championships in Eu-
gene, Oregon to 2022.

The International 
Swimming Federation 
(FINA) will have to do 
the same for its World 
Championships sched-
uled for next summer in 
Fukuoka, Japan, when 

they would probably 
clash with the Tokyo 
Games.

“One edition of the 
World Championships 
means for us 10 million 
in revenues,” said one 
sports federation offi-
cial, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity.

“If this income is 
postponed, totally or 
partially, for a year, we 
will face major prob-
lems, especially if the 
IOC money, originally 
expected in September, 
is not paid out.”

The Singapore-based 
International Table Ten-
nis Federation has al-
ready taken steps, with 
“the Executive Commit-
tee agreeing to reduce 
their expenses and se-
nior staff offering to 
take a salary reduction,” 
said marketing direc-
tor Matt Pound, but, he 

added,”further cuts will 
take place if needed.”

- ‘SIGNIFICANT LOSS 
OF REVENUE’ - 

The ITTF has sus-
pended all its competi-
tions until June and that 
is costly.

Kim Andersen, the 
Danish president of 
London-based World 
Sailing, said commercial 
revenues are not im-
mune.

“The IOC will even-
tually pay out its aid, 
but what weighs most 
heavily is the uncertain-
ty about whether our 
competitions will be 
held and whether our 
sponsors will be main-
tained,” he said.

The IOC is not pre-
pared to go into details 
of what it plans.

“It is not possible at 
this stage to assess the 
overall impact” of the 

postponement of the To-
kyo Olympics, an official 
told AFP.

“It depends on a num-
ber of variables that are 
currently being studied.” 
According to an official of 
one federation: “the IOC 
will discuss on a case-
by-case basis, sport by 
sport”.

Another option is for 
the federations to ask 
for a share of the public 
aid set up to deal with 
the coronavirus crisis, 
in Switzerland, where 
22 ASOIF members are 
based and also in the 
United Kingdom, home 
of World Sailing.

“Can sports federa-
tions benefit from feder-
al aid? The answer is yes, 
in principle,” Philippe 
Leuba, State Councillor 
of the canton of Vaud, in 
charge of the economy 
and sport, told AFP.

Khabib won’t fight in uFc 249
los Angeles, April 2 
(AFp): Mixed martial 
arts star Khabib Nur-
magomedov said he 
would not take part in 
a UFC card scheduled 
for April 18, saying he 
was not prepared to 
travel amid the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Lightweight cham-
pion Nurmagome-
dov was due to have 
headlined the UFC 
249 event in a bout 
against Tony Ferguson 
but said in a post on 
Instagram he was not 
willing to leave Russia 
for the fight.

“I understand ev-
erything and I’m defi-
nitely upset more than 
you to cancel the fight, 
probably like all oth-
ers, I had many plans 
after the fight, but I 
can’t control it all,” 

Nurmagomedov wrote.
The Ultimate Fight-

ing Championship has 

already postponed 
three events after of-
ficials were unable to 

find venues to stage 
bouts amid restric-
tions put in place to 

combat the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The UFC had still 

not disclosed a venue 
for the Khabib-Fergu-
son fight, but presi-
dent Dana White has 
spoken of his determi-
nation to organise the 
card.

Reports have said 
the fights were ex-
pected to go ahead 
without fans.

White said in an 
interview last week 
he wanted the fight 
to go ahead to try and 
restore “some normal-
cy” to US sport, which 
has been locked down 
since the coronavirus 
pandemic erupted.

“I’m gonna try to 
pull off Tony vs. Khabib 
on April 18 and try to get 
some normalcy back into 
this country,” White said.

“I have four or five lo-
cations right now. We’re 
getting this deal done.

russia extends football match ban over virus to May 31
Moscow, Apr 2 (AFp): 
Russia will extend its 
suspension of football 
matches in the face of the 
coronavirus pandemic 
until May 31, the Rus-
sian football association 
(RFS) said.

Due to the spread of 
the virus in Russia, the 
RFS decided at a meeting 
of its executive committee 
to “suspend... all sports 
events to May 31,” said a 
statement on its website.

The previous date for 
the resumption of play 
was April 10.

The Russian Premier 
League said it would 
comply with the decision.

“At the moment we 
don’t plan to end the 
championship early,” the 
league’s president Sergei 

Pryadkin was quoted as 
saying in a statement.

As elsewhere in Eu-
rope, the question of a 
salary cut for Russia’s pre-
mier league footballers is 
under discussion, Pryad-
kin said, praising the ex-
ample of Spartak Moscow.

The club was the 
country’s first to an-
nounce a pay cut.

The club said play-
ers had agreed to “re-
ceive 40 percent less” 
during the period of na-
tional lockdown, until 
the team starts training 
again, in order “to sup-
port the club in a difficult 
situation.” Russia has 
announced 2,777 con-
firmed cases of the virus 
and 24 deaths.

lewis of ‘Dls method’ 
cricket fame dies, aged 78

London, April 2 (AFP): 
Tony Lewis, one of the 
men behind the Duck-
w o r t h - L e w i s - S t e r n 
method used in weath-
er-affected limited overs 
cricket matches, has died 
aged 78, the England and 
Wales Cricket Board an-
nounced Wednesday.

“It is with much sad-
ness that the ECB has 
learned of the passing of 
Tony Lewis MBE, aged 
78,” said a statement.

“Tony, alongside fel-
low mathematician Frank 
Duckworth, devised the 
Duckworth-Lewis meth-
od which was introduced 
in 1997 and adopted of-
ficially by the ICC (Inter-
national Cricket Council) 
in 1999.

“Renamed the Duck-
worth-Lewis-Stern Meth-
od in 2014, the mathe-
matical formula contin-
ues to be used in rain 
reduced limited overs 
cricket games across the 
globe.”

A career academic, 
and not the Welshman of 
the same name who cap-
tained England, Lewis re-
ceived an MBE (Member 
of the Order of the British 
Empire) for his services 
to cricket and mathemat-
ics in 2010.

“Cricket is deeply in-
debted to both Tony and 
Frank’s contributions to 
the sport,” the ECB add-
ed.

“We send our sin-
cere condolences to To-
ny’s family.” The formula 
came about in response 
to the extraordinary cli-
max of a rain-interrupted 
1992 World Cup semi-fi-
nal in Sydney.

The method then in 
use was based on remov-
ing the lowest-scoring 
overs from each team’s 
innings.

But it produced 
a farcical finish to a 
showpiece semi-final 
when South Africa, 
who had faced the chal-
lenging but achievable 
target of 22 runs off 13 
balls to beat England, 
were left with the im-

possible task of scoring 
21 runs off one ball after 
a rain delay.

Duckworth, the more 
outspoken of the found-
ing duo -- fellow statisti-
cian Steven Stern helped 
revise the formula sev-
eral years later -- said: 
“I recall hearing (com-
mentator) Christopher 
Martin-Jenkins on radio 
saying ‘surely someone, 
somewhere could come 
up with something bet-
ter’ and I soon realised 
that it was a mathemat-
ical problem that re-
quired a mathematical 
solution.”

The big difference be-
tween Duckworth-Lewis 
and previous methods 
was that it gave credit to 
sides defending a target 
for taking wickets as well 
as chasing sides for scor-
ing runs.

Significantly, this 
meant the target could 
be adjusted proportion-
ately in the event of more 
than one stoppage.

‘An enduring criticism 
of the system is that it is 
difficult to understand 
without having access to 
a chart that shows where 
teams need to be over by 
over, for however many 
wickets they have lost

But the sight of a D/L 
target soon became a fa-
miliar feature on cricket 
scoreboards around the 
world.

Several sides, howev-
er, have still confused the 
target needed to tie with 
the total they require to 
win, with co-hosts South 
Africa being knocked out 
of the 2003 World Cup 
when they made this 
mistake against Sri Lan-
ka in Durban.

The formula has also 
been criticised for not 
being suited to Twen-
ty20 matches, cricket’s 
shortest format, which 
came into being after 
Duckworth-Lewis was 
established.

No alternative meth-
od, however, has yet 
found favour with the 
ICC.

cycling shutdown extended, 
tour de France dates remain

paris, Apr 2 (AFp): Cy-
cling’s shutdown was 
extended until June due 
to the coronavirus pan-
demic, meaning French 
one-week stage race the 
Criterium du Dauphine 
will be postponed, or-
ganisers announced.

However, the Tour de 
France, due to start in 
Nice on June 27, remains 
on schedule.

The Criterium was to 
have started in Clermont 
Ferrand on May 31, while 
the only remaining key 
Tour de France warm-up 
race not yet postponed is 
the Tour de Suisse.

The Criterium is 
organised by Amoury 
Sports Organisation 
(ASO) who run the Tour 
de France.

“The priority is the 

health of the nation,” 
insisted ASO president 
Christian Prudhomme.

“For now the Tour de 
France dates remain the 
same,” Prudmomme told 
AFP.

“The most import-
ant word in the Tour de 
France is ‘France’.”

The president of the 
International Cycling 
Union (UCI) David Lap-
partient made the an-
nouncement of the ex-
tended suspension on 
Wednesday.

The UCI says it is pre-
paring a new potential 
calendar taking into ac-
count different scenarios 
and will present it in the 
coming weeks.

Last season the Cri-
terium du Dauphine was 
won by Jakob Fuglsang.

WRITE US: 
Readers are invited to comment on, criticise, run 
down, even appreciate if they like something in 
this paper. Letters carrying abusive/ indecorous 
language and personal attacks, except when 
against people responsible in this newspaper 
(who are fair game), will have to be ignored. 
Letters which carry forward a conversation or 
initiate a dialogue will command immediate 
attention and receive prominence.  Mail us at: 
news@summittimes.com
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Activists slam china’s use of 
bear bile in virus treatment

China has approved the 
use of bear bile to treat 
coronavirus patients, 
angering activists and 
raising fears it could un-
dermine efforts to stop 
the illegal animal trade 
which is blamed for the 
emergence of the new 
disease sweeping the 
globe.

The move comes 
just weeks after China 
banned the sale of wild 
animals for food, cit-
ing the risk of diseases 
spreading from animals 
to humans.

But the National 
Health Commission in 
March issued guidelines 
recommending the use 
of “Tan Re Qing” –- an 
injection that contains 
bear bile powder, goat 
horn and three other me-
dicinal herbs –- to treat 
critically ill coronavirus 
patients.

It is one of six tradi-
tional Chinese medicine 
products included in the 
directive.

President Xi Jinping 
has been keen to pro-
mote traditional medi-
cine, calling it a “treasure 
of Chinese civilisation” 
and saying it should be 
given as much weight as 

other treatments.
The active ingredient 

in bear bile, ursodeoxy-
cholic acid, is used to dis-
solve gallstones and treat 
liver disease but has no 
proven effectiveness in 
treating COVID-19.

China has used both 
traditional and Western 
medicine in its battle 
against the novel coro-
navirus, which has killed 
more than 3,000 and in-
fected more than 82,000.

But activists say 
greenlighting a treat-
ment that uses an an-
imal product is “both 
tragic and ironic” given 
that the origin of the 
deadly coronavirus is 
linked to the trade and 
consumption of wild an-
imals.

“We shouldn’t be re-
lying on wildlife prod-
ucts like bear bile as 
the solution to combat 
a deadly virus that ap-
pears to have originat-
ed from wildlife,” Brian 
Daly, a spokesman for 
the Animals Asia Foun-
dation, told AFP.

The novel coronavi-
rus is believed to have 
come from bats, but re-
searchers think it might 
have spread to humans 

via an intermediate host 
mammal species.

- Cruel trade -
Chinese disease con-

trol officials have pre-
viously identified wild 
animals sold in a market 
in Wuhan market as the 
source of the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

C o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s 
have long accused Chi-
na of tolerating a cruel 
trade in wild animals as 
exotic menu items or for 
use in traditional medi-
cines whose efficacy is 
not confirmed by sci-
ence.

Scientists say Severe 
Acute Respiratory Sys-
tem (SARS) -- another 
deadly coronavirus -- 

likely originated in bats, 
later reaching humans 
via civet cats.

“Promotion of bear 
bile has the propensity 
to increase the amount 
used, affecting not only 
captive bears, but also 
those in the wild, po-
tentially compromising 
an already endangered 
species in Asia and 
across the world,” Daly 
said.

There are about 
20,000 bears being held 
in tiny cages under cru-
el conditions across 
China to cater to the 
demand from tradition-
al medicine suppliers, 
said Kirsty Warren, a 
spokeswoman for World 

Animal Protection.
“We estimate the 

entire market value of 
bear bile pharmaceuti-
cals to be more than $1 
billion,” Warren added.

Bile farming is legal 
in China -- but exports 
of the product or treat-
ments made from it are 
banned under the Con-
vention on Internation-
al Trade in Endangered 
Species, which China is 
a signatory to.

“Across Asia, bear 
bile trade is wide-
spread, although it is il-
legal in most countries,” 
said Richard Thomas 
from animal rights NGO 
Traffic.

“But the active ingre-

dient in bear bile -- ur-
sodeoxycholic acid -- is 
readily synthesised in 
laboratories, so even if it 
did prove to be popular, 
there should be no need 
for bear bile to be includ-
ed (in medicines).”

China in February de-
clared an immediate and 
“comprehensive” ban on 
the trade and consump-
tion of wild animals that 
was welcomed by envi-
ronmentalists.

Beijing implemented 
similar measures follow-
ing the SARS outbreak in 
the early 2000s, but the 
trade and consumption 
of wild animals, including 
bats and snakes, made a 
comeback.

But in signs that the 
measures are being tak-
en more seriously this 
time, the southern city of 
Shenzhen also passed a 
law this week banning the 
consumption of wild ani-
mals -- including cat and 
dog meat.

The move was wel-
comed by animal rights 
activists, with Humane 
Society International say-
ing the trade kills an esti-
mated 10 million dogs and 
four million cats in China 
every year.

global virus cases near 
million as us baby dies

Confirmed coronavirus 
infections around the 
world approached one 
million Thursday as the 
pandemic spread at a 
“near-exponential” rate, 
with a six-week-old baby 
becoming one of the 
youngest known victims.

Half the planet is un-
der some form of lock-
down as governments 
struggle to tamp down a 
virus that has killed tens 
of thousands of people.

Those restrictions 
-- while necessary for 
health -- risk causing 
global food shortages, 
experts warn, as supply 
chains gum up and pan-
ic buying sparks export 
controls.

The death toll from 
COVID-19 continued its 
relentless march up-
wards, with more than 
46,000 people known to 
have died worldwide.

The United States, 
which now accounts for 
almost a quarter of re-
ported global infections, 
logged its 5,000th death, 
according to a tally by 
Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty.

And, said President 
Donald Trump, things 
were going to get worse.

“We’re going to have a 
couple of weeks, starting 
pretty much now, but es-
pecially a few days from 
now, that are going to be 
horrific,” he said.

“But even in the most 
challenging of times, 
Americans do not de-
spair. We do not give in 
to fear.”

Among the latest US 
fatalities was a six-week-
old baby who was taken 
to a Connecticut hospital 
late last week.

“Testing confirmed 
last night that the new-
born was COVID-19 posi-
tive,” the state’s Governor 
Ned Lamont tweeted. 
“This is absolutely heart-
breaking.”

The new coronavirus 
has chiefly affected the 
elderly and those with 
pre-existing medical con-
ditions, but a number of 
recent cases have high-
lighted that it can affect 
people from all walks of 
life.

The dead have in-
cluded a 16-year-old in 
France, a 12-year-old 
in Belgium and Ismail 
Mohamed Abdullah, 13, 
in Britain, whose fami-
ly said the “gentle and 
kind” boy had no under-
lying health issues.

World Health Orga-
nization head Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
said the disease’s rapid 
spread was alarming.

“Over the past five 
weeks, we have wit-
nessed a near exponen-
tial growth in the number 
of new cases, reaching 
almost every country,” he 
said.

“The number of 
deaths has more than 
doubled in the past 
week. In the next few 
days we will reach one 
million confirmed cases 
and 50,000 deaths.”

- Spanish peak? -
Britain and France 

both reported their 
highest daily death 
tolls from COVID-19 on 
Wednesday, although 
there were signs the ep-
idemic could be peaking 
in Europe.

Italy’s toll -- the 
highest in the world 
-- climbed past 13,000, 
while Spain surpassed 
9,000.

But epidemiologists 
said the infection rate 
was continuing to slow.

Fernando Simon, 
head of Spain’s health 
ministry’s emergency 
coordination unit, said 
it appeared the coun-
try may have passed the 
peak.

The US is rapidly be-
coming the worst-hit 
country, with its total 
number of infections ris-
ing above 216,000.

More than 
three-quarters of Amer-
icans are under lock-
down, including tens of 
thousands of prisoners, 
who were told Wednes-
day they would be con-
fined to their cells for 
two weeks.

Officials also shut-
tered the Grand Can-
yon to prevent tourists 
gathering there, and 
New York announced 
that outdoor basketball 
courts would be closed 
as the city grapples with 
sky-rocketing infections 
and a severely strained 
health system.

America’s unwanted 
title as the most-infect-
ed country was ques-
tioned Wednesday by a 
Bloomberg report, which 
cited US intelligence as 
saying China’s infection 
tally was far worse than 
officially acknowledged.

China says it has 
around 81,000 infec-
tions, and 3,300 deaths.

Republicans, many of 
whom are naturally scep-
tical of Beijing, attacked 
China’s numbers as “gar-
bage propaganda”.

“Without comment-
ing on any classified in-
formation, this much is 
painfully obvious: The 
Chinese Communist Par-
ty has lied, is lying, and 
will continue to lie about 
coronavirus to protect 
the regime,” Senator Ben 
Sasse said.

China, which is large-
ly thought to have got on 
top of its own outbreak, 
has locked down a coun-
ty of 600,000 people af-
ter a visit by someone 
who later tested positive.

The shuttering of the 
area in central Henan 
underscores growing 
fears of a second wave 
of infection in China, and 
highlights the risk of a 
strategy that saw aggres-
sive quarantines used to 
stamp out the disease.

- Sporting victim -
Having already 

caused the Tokyo 2020 
Olympics to be post-
poned for a year, the 
pandemic on Wednesday 
claimed another sporting 
victim as the Wimbledon 
tennis tournament was 
shelved.

The cancellation of 
the world’s oldest Grand 
Slam tournament -- for 
the first time since World 
War II -- leaves the sea-
son in disarray, with no 
tennis set to be played 
until mid-July.

Roger Federer pro-
claimed himself “devas-
tated” by the news.

But the loss of sport-
ing events in the devel-
oped world paled in com-
parison with the hard-
ships imposed on those 
in poorer parts of the 
globe, where lockdowns 
were threatening whole 
communities.

Dwellers of South Af-
rica’s townships say it is 
simply impossible to stay 
at home.

“We don’t have toi-
lets... we don’t have wa-
ter, so you must go out,” 
said Irene Tsetse, 55, 
who shares a one-bed-
room shack in Khayelit-
sha township with her 
son.

singapore reports fourth death due to coronavirus
gurdip singh
singapore, Apr 2 (pti): 
singapore has reported its 
fourth death due to the 
novel coronavirus, the 
Health Ministry said on 
Thursday, a day after 74 
new COVID-19 infections, 
including seven Indians, 
were confirmed in the 
country.

The ministry said that 
a 68-year-old male Indo-
nesian national, who was a 

Singapore Work Pass hold-
er, passed away from com-
plications due to COVID-19 
infection on April 2.

The patient was admit-
ted to the National Cen-
tre for Infectious Diseases 
(NCID) on March 22 and 
was confirmed to have 
COVID-19 infection on the 
same day. He had been in 
Indonesia from January 20 
to March 16 and was in the 
intensive care unit (ICU) 

since March 26.
The patient, with a his-

tory of diabetes and hyper-
tension, developed serious 
complications and eventu-
ally succumbed to the in-
fection after seven days in 
the ICU, said the ministry.

Seven Indian nationals 
were among 74 new coro-
navirus cases reported in 
Singapore on Wednesday, 
the highest daily increase 
in COVID-19 positive pa-

tients in the country. The 
total number of infections 
is 1,000.

Twenty of the new cases 
are imported, with a trav-
el history to Australia, Eu-
rope, South America, Afri-
ca, ASEAN and other parts 
of Asia, said the Ministry.

Twenty-four COVID-19 
patients are in critical con-
dition in the intensive care 
unit. Most of the rest of 
the 457 confirmed cases, 

still in hospital, are stable 
or improving, the ministry 
said. A total of 245 cases 
have fully recovered and 
been discharged from hos-
pitals or relocated to com-
munity isolation services.

According to Johns Hop-
kins University data, a total 
of 932,605 COVID-19 cases 
have been reported across 
more than 175 countries 
and territories with 16,809 
deaths reported so far.
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lAugHter is tHe Best MeD! the new couple, 
Ben Affleck & Ana De Armas share laugh amid 
the slower streets in los Angeles.

Aries:
Think of this time as a reprieve from all the noise outside. 
A chance to retreat into your sanctuary, an opportunity to 
spend time with yourself. Aries, you have endured so many 
challenges in the past few months. Take this well-earned 
break to rejuvenate your mind, body, and soul; to listen to 
the stirrings of your heart, and realign with your soul pur-
pose. As the mystics say, the magic is in this moment.
Tip: Welcome this opportunity to come home to yourself.
Taurus:
This is a time of major epiphanies. You realise that there 
were no accidents in your life. Everything has been de-
signed to perfection and has unfolded in accordance with 
the divine plan. Give thanks, Taurus. Give thanks to myste-
rious forces above that showed up for you even when you 
weren’t aware of their presence. What you want to focus 
on this quarantine season: the process of self-inquiry. Your 
true self has been waiting to have a rendezvous with you 
for a long, long time.
Tip: Look within.
Gemini:
Why do we resist change when it is the only thing that 
makes way for a new world order? Let the old structures 
crumble, Gemini. Witness the transformation that is tak-
ing place on an individual and collective level. Letting go 
of unhealthy attachments is the only way to transcend. No, 
this isn’t going to be easy, but nothing worthwhile ever is. 
But you don’t have to do this alone. If you find yourself 
struggling with the process, reach out to the people around 
you—your co-passengers on this journey to enlighten-
ment. Consider a virtual sharing circle where everybody 
can talk about how the outside is affecting the inside. Rise 
together as a community, wild one!
Tip: Become the eye of the storm.
Cancer:
As an empath, you feel pain and chaos more intensely than 

those around you. Therefore, the need to help is also far 
greater. But, there’s only so much you can pour from an 
empty cup. So strike a balance between what you give 
yourself and what you give to the world. This is the time 
to develop self-care rituals that will help you feel nurtured. 
Meditation and mindfulness are also taking centre-stage 
this week. So, breathe in and breathe out. Quarantine sea-
son revelations: nothing helps you cancel out the noise like 
raising your vibrations.
Tip: Understand the need of self-care in the time of 
self-isolation.
Leo:
The process of self-inquiry is seldom easy. There are de-
mons vying for your attention, unhealed trauma and 
unprocessed emotions to deal with. But denial is never 
healthy, Leo. If there’s anything this period of isolation is 
teaching you, it’s the importance of bringing light to your 
shadows and putting a balm to those old wounds. As Eck-
hart Tolle wisely said, “Awareness is the greatest agent for 
change.”
Tip: You are experiencing deep, inner alchemy through the 
process of isolation.
Virgo:
This work-from-home scenario is anything but rainbows 
and sunshine. There are dishes to do and cobwebs to clear 
and meals to prepare. Not that you can explain any of this 
at the 10am meeting today. But let’s not forget that you are 
a Virgo! Even if the world is falling apart, you will *always* 
have a plan in place. So manage your time and organise 
your schedule better. Make focus and discipline your pow-
er words. This is the time to establish new routines that 
will serve you in the long run.
Tip: Establish new routines and learn to manage your time 
in an effective manner.
Libra:
The world may be on lockdown, but that doesn’t mean 

your optimism has to be. This is a time of deep, inner al-
chemy, Libra. You’re having so many epiphanies around 
the concept of joy, contentment, and happiness; learning 
to be your own sunshine because there is the only way to 
survive the dark night. Feeling inspired to connect with 
your inner child? Replace the idea of productivity with cre-
ativity. Respond to the creative urges emanating from deep 
within you through art and movement.
Tip: You’re learning to make your own happiness potion.
Scorpio:
Quarantine season was supposed to be fun. I mean, weren’t 
we going to be parading around in our Sunday best (read: 
PJs) and OD-ing on our favourite shows? But now, the lock-
down has been extended and you’re longing for the out-
side world. At times like these, we have no option but to 
turn inwards, Scorpio; to find a source of joy and happiness 
within, to celebrate the simple things that make our lives 
oh-so-beautiful, like making chai with your sister every 
morning or listening to your dad narrate anecdotes from 
his youth!
Tip: Find joy in small, simple things.
Sagittarius:
This period of self-isolation was supposed to be an ex-
tended sleepover party but you’ve re-read all your favou-
rite books, watched every show on Netflix, and learned 
about seven new languages. Now what? The outdoors look 
tempting but your longing for sunshine could get you into 
a lot of trouble. What the cards are urging you to do: con-
sider the art of turning lemons into lemon tarts. Drag your 
mat to the terrace or the backyard and do your crunches to 
the sound of Cardi B’s tunes. Miss having your crew around 
to motivate you? Organise a virtual dance-a-thon tonight.
Tip: Find new ways to stay motivated.
Capricorn:
It’s either all-in or all-out, Capricorn, because lukewarm 
just doesn’t cut it for you. You’re in the mood to take life 

by the horns and experience everything fully. As a popu-
lar phrase goes, “Rejoice in life, in love, in meditation, in 
the beauties of the world, in the ecstasy of existence—re-
joice in everything! Transform the mundane into the sa-
cred. Transform this shore ino the other shore, transform 
the earth into paradise.” For those who are feeling lost 
and confused: there are big things taking place behind the 
scenes for you. Perfect the art of trust and surrender.
Tip: Experience life fully.
Aquarius:
Given the current state of affairs, it will be easy to go into a 
state of panic. One word, Aquarius: boundaries. This is the 
only way to ensure you don’t pick up on the collective hys-
teria that could potentially lower your vibration. So take 
the necessary precautionary measures like self-isolation 
and regularly washing your hands, but also remember to 
stay centred. Your consumption habits will play an inte-
gral role in how you are feeling. Avoid the instant noodles 
and sugary chai circle. Instead, consume freshly prepared 
meals with healthy, immunity-boosting ingredients. Medi-
tating and exercising regularly will also help you maintain 
a state of balance.
Tip: Be mindful of your consumption habits.
Pisces:
Hello, and welcome to the land of your personal demons! 
Nobody said this was going to be easy. Then again, nothing 
transformative ever is. Resist the urge to run away from 
the turmoil. What you want to do instead is unpack, sit 
down with your thoughts, observe the patterns, and re-
lease that which is no longer yours. This is the only way 
to free yourself from the old story, Pisces. Know that you 
are rising, moving, shifting, and evolving. The next chapter 
is going to be fulfilling on so many levels. So, buckle your 
seatbelt and enjoy every bit of transformation process.
Tip: Have a chat with your demons.

Dicaprio, others launch $12M 
coronavirus relief food fund

los Angeles (Ap): — 
Leonardo DiCaprio will help 
launch America’s Food Fund, 
which has already raised 
$12 million to help commu-
nities impacted by the coro-
navirus.
The organization said 
Thursday that the funds will 
be aimed to help low-in-
come families, the elderly, 
individuals facing job dis-
ruptions and children who 
rely on school lunch pro-
grams.

The food fund will 
work with hunger relief 
organizations World Cen-
tral Kitchen and Feeding 
America.

DiCaprio serves as a 
co-founder of America’s 
Food Fund with philan-
thropist Laurene Powell 
Jobs. Apple and the Ford 
Foundation are also pro-
viding money to help 
launch the new initiative.

“In the face of this cri-
sis, organizations like 
World Central Kitchen and 
Feeding America have in-
spired us all with their un-
wavering commitment to 
feed the most vulnerable 
people in need,” DiCap-
rio said in a statement. “I 
thank them for their tire-

less work on the front-
lines, they deserve all of 
our support.”

The new coronavirus 
has caused a global pan-
demic that has sickened hun-
dreds of thousands of people 
and killed more than 47,000 
worldwide, crippled economies 
and forced restrictions on the 
movement of millions of people 
in an effort to stop the virus 
from spreading further 
and overwhelming health 
care systems.

“In times of need, a 
plate of food is both vital 
nourishment and a mes-
sage of hope from the 
community, that we care 
and we’re here to make 
sure that tomorrow, things 
will be better,” said José 
Andrés, founder of World 
Central Kitchen.

For most people, the new 
coronavirus causes only mild 
or moderate symptoms, such 
as fever and cough. For some, 
especially older adults and 

people with existing health 
problems, it can cause more 
severe illness, including 
pneumonia.

Organizers say donations 
to America’s Food Fund are 
being accepted and will be 
used on efforts to get meals 
to those who need them.

“With millions losing 
their jobs and programs like 
school lunches in jeopardy, 
making sure people aren’t 
going hungry is of the utmost 
urgency,” said Powell Jobs.

no time to Die star lea seydoux claims 
James Bond is totally a “sexual object”

“I think that women, they 
love to see Bond, no?”
No Time to Die’s Lea Seydoux 
has spoken about why she 
thinks James Bond is actu-
ally a “sexual object” him-
self.

Not long after it was 
confirmed that the 25th 
Bond film would be pushed 
back until November amid 
the ongoing coronavi-
rus (COVID-19) pandem-
ic, the actress shared her 
thoughts on 007’s image, 
flipping the age-old debate 

over Bond’s sexism on its 
head.

James Bond movies 
have long been critiqued 
for their relentless use of 
the male gaze, but Seydoux 
– who was first introduced 
as psychologist Madeleine 
Swann in Spectre – has 
suggested that it’s not only 
the so-called ‘Bond girls’ 
who can be considered sex 
objects.

Insisting the series’ 
new female characters are 
not around “to please Bond’s 

sexuality”, the actress told 
Harper’s Bazaar: “What we 
forget is that James Bond is 
also a sexual object. He’s one 
of the few, maybe one of the 
only, male characters to be 
sexualised. “I think that wom-
en, they love to see Bond, no? 
To see his body. No? Don’t 
you think? I love to see sexy 
men in bathing suits.”

Lea’s comments come 
after Daniel Craig recently 
responded to claims that his 
incarnation of Bond was the 
least “horny” of the franchise.

When asked if he thought his 
take on the secret agent had 
put a new spin on an oth-
erwise old-fashioned Bond 
“trope”, Craig admitted that 
he wanted “to explore some 
of the things that had gone 
on before”.

He continued: “I did want 
to make the characters of 
the women mean something 
and it was very important 
to lift that. Hopefully, some-
thing we’ve done through 
the [movies] managed to do 
that.” sylvester stallone and family hilariously 

impersonate ‘tiger King’ cast
The 73-year-old actor and his 
family stepped into the ban-
danas and flower crowns of 
the cast from the hit Netflix 
docuseries.

By Alexander Kacala
Sylvester Stallone and 

his family are apparently 
entering themselves into the 
competition of celebs vying 
for roles in a fictional “Tiger 
King.”

The famous family went 
above and beyond, actual-
ly impersonating the char-
acters from the hit Netflix 
docuseries that has taken 
the country by storm. And 
we have to admit, they did a 
pretty awesome job!

“TIGER KING fever has 
taken over,” Stallone cap-
tioned a gallery of video clips 
and photos featuring his fam-
ily impersonating different 

“Tiger King” cast members.
The 73-year-old actor 

can be seen in the role of Jeff 
Lowe, while his daughter So-
phia filled the shoes of the 
series’ main protagonist, Joe 
Exotic. His other two daugh-
ters, Sistine and Scarlet, are 
one of Exotic’s former hus-
bands, John Finlay, and head 
zookeeper Erik Cowie, re-
spectively.

But the best imperson-
ation has to go to his wife, 
Jennifer, who can be seen 
as Carole Baskin, donning a 
flower crown and repeating 
Baskin’s infamous catch-
phrase, “Hey, all you cool cats 
and kittens.”

Many actors have taken 
to social media, expressing 
their interest if a “Tiger King” 
movie ever gets made.

Dax Shepard tweeted, “If 

I don’t get cast as Joe Exotic 
in the eventual biopic, Holly-
wood is broken.”

Edward Norton was quick 
to respond, tweeting, “Um, 
step aside, pal. You’re way 
too young and buff and you 
know it.”

But Jared Leto went above 
and beyond as well, actually 
dressing up as Exotic.

And while Kate McKinnon 
is actually going to be playing 
Carole Baskin in an upcom-
ing limited series based on 
the big-cat activist’s life, oth-
er names that have floated 
around the internet include 
Patricia Arquette and Lisa 
Kudrow.

And one resemblance we 
can’t unsee: Jeff Goldblum as 
the husband of Carole Baskin, 
Howard Baskin.

Uncanny, right?

sophie turner calls Joe Jonas a ‘psy-
chopath’ for Wearing Jeans at Home

Thanks to social distancing, couples 
are spending way too much time to-
gether and, in turn, learning things 
about their partner that they didn’t 
previously know. For some people , 
this  could be that  their  s ignif i -
cant  other  leaves wet  towels  on 
the f loor  or  talks  way too loud-
ly  with headphones,  but  for  So-
phie  Turner,  i t  has  everything to 
do with Joe Jonas’s  inabi l i ty  to 
get  comfortable  when no one’s 
around.

The Game of  Thrones alum, 
24,  recently  joined Conan 
O’Brien for  an at-home version 
of  his  late-night  talk  show.  While 
discussing her  sel f -quarantine, 
Turner trol led her husband, who 
apparently wears jeans every. Sin-
gle. Day. The conversation kicked off 

with the actress admitting that she 
enjoys virtual calls, since she doesn’t 
have to get dressed from head to toe.

“I love this. This is great, isn’t it? 
You don’t have to get dressed up. 
I’m wearing my sweatpants,” Turner 
said. “I’m business on top, party on 
the bottom.” Been there, done that.

The GoT star went on to say that 
she recently came across a meme 
that made her question Jonas’s ward-
robe choices.

“I mean, this is something that’s 
only kind of come to my attention 
since this quarantine thing, but I 
saw…it was like a meme online or 
some comment or something and 
someone said, like, ‘If you’re wear-
ing denim pants at home, like, what 
does that say about you as a person? 
Like, are you a psychopath?’” she ex-

plained. “And Joe does that. Joe wears 
denim trousers at home—where no one 
can see him. I’m not wearing denim 
trousers. This is the most dressed 
up I’ve been in days.”

Pants aside, Turner confirmed 
that she and Jonas haven’t run into 
any relationship issues during their 
self-quarantine (at least not yet). 
“Everything seems to be working 
out in my favor here,” she added. 
“Joe’s like—he’s a real social but-
terfly. So, I struggle to kind of lock 
him down and have him just spend 
time with me. So, it’s kind of like 
prison for him, but it’s great for 
me.”

Turner should be thankful she’s 
dealing with jeans and not some-
thing more risqué…like Speedo 
briefs. (Hey, we can dream.)


