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FLAT AVAILABLE FOR RENT 

Fully furnished, 3 Bedroom fl at available 
for rent at Church Road, Near Diesel 
Power House. Conveniently located 

by the roadside and a 5-minute 
walk from M.G. Marg. Suitable for 
Coporate Offi ce and Guest House. 

For further details please 
Contact: 9434117687 /9083826462

CAREER COUNSELLING and STUDY ABROAD 
with Mindscan Education, Noida

04-06 Dec, 2018
Hotel Rendezvous, Gangtok

an initiative of 

in association with SummitTimes

4th Dec, 9.30 am-
Topic:

(a) How to choose subjects for class 11 ( for class 9 and 10 
students)

4th Dec, 4 pm- 
Topic : 

(a)  Myths vs reality - Studying outside India 
(b)  Which course / career stream to pursue after class 12 ( 

in India or Abroad )

5th Dec, 9: 30 AM

(a) How to plan your college / university education
5th Dec, 4 pm- 

(a)  Myths vs reality - Studying outside India 
(b)  Which course / career stream to pursue after class 12 ( 

in India or Abroad)

WALK IN EVENT.  FREE FOR ALL
For individual counseling, students have to register 
at Hotel Rendezvous counter from 1st Dec onwards

Chamling promises ULB Chairperson and 
Zilla Adhyaksha from SC community 

NITESH R PRADHAN 
G , 05 D :
“Don’t tolerate any form 
of atrocity,” was the mes-
sage of Chief Minister 
Pawan Chamling while 
addressing THE closing 
ceremony of the Jan Sam-
park Abhiyaan organised 
by Scheduled Caste Wel-
fare Front of the party.

Addressing party 
workers at the SDF head-
quarters today, Mr Cham-
ling touched upon the 
historical perspective of 
caste and varna system 
in India and said that is-
sues like untouchability 
and other social ills be-
came a norm because we 
tolerated them without 
raising our voices.

He stated that in Sik-
kim such practices are 
not prevalent and if such 
cases are reported the 
state has made stringent 
laws. Further he asked 
the members of the com-
munity to report such 
cases, if any.

On the overall back-
wardness of the commu-
nity in India he held 
that lack of access to 
education was the key 
factor which led to 
such exploitation of 
the community.

“Empowerment is 
the key so that no one 
can take away your 
rights,” he held.

Citing example of BR 
Ambedkar he said that 
he has become more rel-
evant than ever and now 
the community must 
look forward to empow-
erment rather than re-
venge against any section 
of society.

“India is backward 
due to the caste system,” 
he added.

Addressing recent 
concerns of the sched-
uled Caste community 
with regards to reserva-
tions, he added that res-
ervation for Hindu SCs 
at 6% is intact and 2% 
reservation for Christian 
SCs as weaker section is 
meant at empowering all 
Scheduled Caste commu-
nity members following 

different faiths.
“I appeal to the com-

munity not to differentiate 
between each other and 
grow together,” he said.

Further, he stated 
that 2% reservation for 
the Christian SCs will not 
dilute the rights of other 
SCs in any way.

He stated that his gov-
ernment has worked for 

the development of the 
community at all levels.

As demanded earlier 
by the SC groups, the CM 
assured one Chairperson 
from the community in 
urban local bodies and 
one Zilla Adhyaksha in 
rural bodies.

He also stated that 
Ambedkar Meritorious 
Scholarship has also 
been started for children 
where bright students 
are being given oppor-
tunity to study in public 
schools across the state 
and country. 

Further, he informed 
of Janta Mela to be held 
on 16 Jan where many im-
portant items will be dis-
tributed to people includ-
ing houses, cows, pigs, Tin 
sheets, cookers etc.

“We want to give some-
thing to all households 
this time,” he stressed.

The Chief Minister also 
said that there is a need to 
revolutionise dignity

turn to pg02

SKM slams CM’s address 
to bureaucrats

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 D :

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha today slammed 

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling’s statement 
against the party during 
the inauguration of the 
new Secretariat build-
ing on Tuesday. SKM has 
condemned the alleged 
statement made by the 
CM that if bureaucrats 
choose the wrong party 
in 2019 they will have to 
work under an environ-
ment of fear.

“The Chief Minister 
forgot where and whom 
he was addressing, de-
meaning the status and 
dignity of Chief Minister,” 
states and SKM release. 
This attitude proves that 
he has become arrogant 
because of his power, the 
party further states.

Being the Chief Min-
ister, he should have ad-
vised the state bureau-
crats and technocrats 
in a better way, but his 
address has demoral-
ized the bureaucrats 
and technocrats, the 
release mentions.

SKM has further said 
that the inauguration of 
the State’s Secretariat is 

not a political stage to 
criticize any political par-
ty, adding that his speech 
was totally political.

Chamling should look 
at his track record of ha-
rassing the government 
before blaming the oppo-
sition, SKM has said.

In may be mentioned 
here that while address-
ing bureaucrats on Tues-
day, the Chief Minister 
had taken a dig on SKM 
and said that, “No em-
ployee under his gov-
ernment has been sent 
to jail and in previous 
governments, there is a 
record of even the Chief 
Secretary going to jail. 
If the employees do not 
want to go to jail then I 
am there; if they want to 
go to jail then the Goonda 
party is there. It is up to 
the employees to decide.”

The claim of the CM 
that employees are treat-
ed better under his gov-
ernment is unacceptable, 
SKM has said further add-
ing that if that is the case 
then employees would 
have been given better 
pay revision and bene its 
in 5th Pay Revision and no 
political transfers would 
take place.

Governor completes tour of 
Sikkim’s eastern border 

State’s irst GPU-level E-Library inaugurated at Pakyong GPK
P , 05 D  (IPR): Min-
ister for Buildings & Hous-
ing Department, DT Lepcha, 
today inaugurated an E-Li-
brary-cum-Facilitation Cen-
tre for Electoral Enrolment at 
the Gram Prashanan Kendra 
(GPK) Hall here at Pakyong 
in the presence of Zilla mem-
bers, Panchayat presidents, 
vice-presidents, senior of i-
cials from line departments, 
local public and students.

The E-Library, initiated 
and installed by the Pakyong 
Yakten Gram Panchayat Unit 
(GPU), has been established 
under FFC as per Gram Pancha-
yat Development Programme 
2017-18 and is equipped with 
facilities like computers, projec-
tors, free wi- i, printers, scan-
ners etc and has been set up as 
an endeavour to make the learn-
ing process digital, thus making 
education more interesting and 

innovative through the use of 
electronic media and informa-
tion and communication tech-
nologies (ICT).

The Minister congratulat-
ed Pakyong Yaakten GPU for 
launching the irst E-Library at 
the GPU –level in the State and 
urged the gathering to work 
cohesively for the develop-

ment of the constituency and 
the state as a whole. 

“Development of the con-
stituency has been possible 
due to the joint efforts and 
contributions of the public at 
large,” he said.

The Minister added that the 
State has seen unprecedented 
growth and positive change un-

der the present government and 
this has been possible through 
the more substantive develop-
ment of the constituencies. He 
highlighted that Sikkim is fast 
becoming the most business 
and tourism-friendly State.

Mr Lepcha further called 
upon the gathering to not in-
dulge in petty politics or com-

munalism and urged them to 
dedicate their time towards 
the development of the con-
stituency and the state.

He further directed all the 
Panchayat functionaries and 
of icials to complete the pend-
ing infrastructural works in the 
constituency at the earliest. 

He also highlighted the 
achievements and success 
achieved by the State Govern-
ment in the education sector.

While addressing the stu-
dents, he encouraged them to take 
their studies seriously and urged 
them to be more competitive in 
preparation for today’s world. 

Addressing the students as 
the future of Sikkim, the Minister 
advised them to take counselling 
regarding their future prospects 
and also asked parents and Pan-
chayat functionaries to provide 
counselling to the students.

turn to pg02

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 D :

Governor of Sikkim, 
Ganga Prasad on his 

maiden trip along the 
famous Silk Route in the 
eastern border of Sikkim 
visited various places 
and interacted with the 
people on 04 Dec.

A press communiqué 
from Raj Bhavan informs 
that the Governor started 
his visit from Tsongmo 
Lake where he was re-
ceived by Black Cat Divi-
sion of icials in the morn-
ing. He then proceeded to 
Kupup village where he 
was warmly received by 
the residents. He made a 
brief halt there and trav-
elled along the famous silk 
route to Zuluk Village. 

The Governor then 
visited Gokul Public 
School and encouraged 
the teachers and stu-
dents to work had for 

the betterment of them-
selves and the society. 
The students presented 
patriotic songs. 

Later, the Governor 
visited the homestays in 
the locality and assured 
to take up the problems 
and grievances of the 
villagers concerning 
medical facility and in-
ternet services at the 
appropriate level. He en-

couraged the homestay 
operators to preserve 
the Sikkimese hospitality 
and cuisine for the bene-
it of the tourists visiting 

Sikkim. He also present-
ed cash grant to school 
manging committee and 
distributed shawls to the 
village elders.

On his second leg of 
the visit, the Governor 
reached Rongli Commu-

nity Hall where he was 
given community recep-
tion by the sub divisional 
of icials, members of Zil-
la and Gram Panchayats, 
teachers, students, Self 
Help Groups, Asha work-
ers, members of tourism 
development commit-
tee, business community 
representatives and the 
general public of Rongli.

turn to pg02

State-level coordination meeting 
takes stock of Jorethang 

Maghey Mela preparation

G , 05 D  [IPR]: 
A State-level coordina-
tion meeting was held 
for the Jorethang Maghey 
Sakranti Mela Celebra-
tions 2019 at the con-
ference hall of the Chief 
Secretary here at Manan 
Kendra today. 

Health Minister AK 
Ghatani, who is also the 
chief patron of the orga-
nizing committee, chaired 
the meeting which was 
also attended by Chairper-
son, Nayabazar Jorethang 
Municipal Council, Tika 
Gurung, and Chief Secre-
tary AK Shrivastava.

The meeting was also 
attended by Principal 

Secretaries, Secretaries, 
Heads of the department, 
IG Law and Order, of icials 
and representatives from 
various departments and 
the executive members of 
Jorethang Maghey Sakran-
ti Mela organizing com-
mittee 2019.

The 3-day Mela is 
scheduled to be inaugu-
rated on 14 January by 
the Chief Minister.

At the outset, the Chief 
Secretary presented an 
overview of Jorethang 
Mela and marked the 
event as a historic and the 
biggest fair celebrated an-
nually in the State. 

turn to pg03
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of labour and added that traditional occupation of the 
community deserves respect.

Adding further he said that professions like cut-
ting and tailoring are sustainable way of living and 
government will empower those interested in such 
noble work.

He also stated that traditional Naumati Baja 
should be commercialised as a “Nepali band” and he 
is willing to support people engaged in all possible 
ways.

Talking about the system of reservations he asked 
the community to take full bene it of it but not to limit 
oneself within that framework.

Chamling promises...

In a formal interactive programme at the Commu-
nity Hall, various grievances and issues of public 
importance such as internet connectivity, roads, 
banking services etc. were placed before the Gov-
ernor by Sub Divisional Magistrate and representa-
tives of various organisations. 

While assuring to take up the problems at the ap-
propriate forum, the Governor urged the of icials to 
reach out to the rural masses and work in close prox-
imity to safeguard and promote the interest of villag-
ers and farmers. He stated that without transforming 
the villages, we cannot imagine about developed In-
dia. The Governor further stressed on the need to cap-
italise on the fame that Sikkim has got in the ield of 
organic farming and tourism, also appealed all stake-
holders to work collectively and responsibly for the 
prosperity of the State.

The Governor in his last leg of the visit, reached 
Rangpo, where he was warmly received by business 
community. In a brief interaction with the com-
munity representatives at the Raj Bhavan Winter 
Camp, the Governor urged them to work in the inter-
est of the Sikkim. 

Mentioning that Sikkim is hailed as a land of peace 
and harmony where all segment of society including 
business community carry out their economic activity 
in harmony, the Governor also asked them to recip-
rocate and contribute to the overall development and 
prosperity of Sikkim. 

Governor completes tour...

He added, “The State Government has worked dili-
gently and put all its effort in the education sector and 
has provided all the required facilities which have 
made Sikkim the best performing state in the educa-
tion sector in the country over the years”. 

In conclusion, Mr Lepcha urged the gathering to 
stay united and maintain peace and harmony. He also 
assured to provide all possible support and meet the 
demands placed before him.

Earlier, a brief report on the E-Library, Electoral 
Enrolment and activities of the GPU was delivered by 
BDO Pakyong, Chiran Rizal.

A slideshow on the various activities and achieve-
ments of the GPU was also showcased before the gath-
ering. The Panchayat members also placed the GPU’s 
needs and demands before the Minister.

Also speaking on the occasion, Special Secretary, 
Mission Director (SBM), Anil Raj Rai, encouraged the 
students to make the best use of the facilities provid-
ed and congratulated the GPU for having the irst E-Li-
brary in the whole state. 

He added that the success of the GPU was possible 
if the human resources in the GPU were tapped and 
developed properly.

Referring to students as the brand ambassador for 
cleanliness in the state, he appealed to the gathering 
to speak out against the use and sale of plastics in the 
state. He urged the students to be more competitive 
and acquire necessary skills to excel in their future  
careers not only within the state but outside as well.

He also suggested sensitization programmes for 
drivers, tour operators and local public on cleanli-
ness and sanitation. Highlighting the State’s achieve-
ment on cleanliness and sanitation, he said, “Sikkim 
has been adjudged the cleanest state and was the 
irst open defecation free state as well, therefore it is 

the responsibility of every citizen to raise our voices 
against littering and put in our best efforts to keep our 
state clean and maintain a clean and green image as a 
tourism state”.

The function also saw the handing over of the 
equipment for Smart Classes to Pakyong Junior High 
School by the chief guest.

The function ended with the vote of thanks pro-
posed by Panchayat member, Sarita Bhusal.

State’s irst GPU...

CM’s greetings 
on Losoong and 
Namsoong 
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 D :

Chief Minister Pawan 
Chamling and Tika Maya 

Chamling have extended 
warm greetings and best 
wishes to the people of Sik-
kim, particularly to the Bhu-
tia and Lepcha communities 
on the festive occasions of 
Losoong and Namsoong.

The Chief Minister in 
his message has said, “As 
the year comes to an end, 
I would like to extend my 
best wishes to my fellow 
Sikkimese people on the 
auspicious occasion of 
Losoong and Namsoong. 
These festivals hold great 
religious and cultural sig-
ni icance for the people 
of Sikkim and serve as an 
occasion to unwind and 
celebrate with family and 
friends. I hope and pray 
that the festivals strength-
en the unique bond that 
we share as Sikkimese and 
may it mark a fresh begin-
ning for better things to 
come for the State and 
the people.” 

The Chief Minister 
has further said, “These 
festivals highlight the 
rich culture and tradi-
tion of the two commu-
nities; and celebration of 
such festivals will help in 
preservation of our age-
old customs and tradi-
tions for posterity. I hope 
that the younger genera-
tion will gain knowledge 
about the festivals, and 
work towards preserving 
and promoting them fu-
ture as   future citizens.”

“Let us all unite in 
celebrating the unique 
culture and religious 
traditions of Sikkim and 
continue to live in har-
mony,” concludes the 
Chief Minister. 

26 families from Arithang join SKMPIB to conduct Media Workshop 
for Rural Journalists in Namchi

G , 05 D  [PIB]: 
Press Information Bu-
reau, Government of 
India, Gangtok is con-
ducting a media work-
shop ‘Vartalap’ at Of i-
cers’ Club, Namchi on 07 
Dec. Journalists active in 
South, West and parts of 
East district will be par-
ticipating in the work-
shop that is mainly aimed 

at streamlining the low 
of information from PIB 
to the local media. 

Chairperson, Namchi 
Municipal Corporation, 
Udai Chandra Rai, will be 
attending the workshop 
as chief guest. Besides, 
of icials from NABARD 
and of ice bearers of the 
Press Club of Sikkim will 
be addressing the work-

shop on various topics. 
The workshop will in-

clude technical sessions 
on ‘Social Media Optimi-
zation (SMO)’, ‘Challeng-
es in Rural Reporting,’ 
‘Importance of Develop-
ment Communication in 
Border Areas,’ and the 
‘Highlights of Pradhan 
Mantri Fasal Bima Yoja-
na.’ The Vartalap will also 

focus on the growing im-
portance of new media 
in the sphere of informa-
tion dissemination about 
welfare schemes of the 
government. 

This will be the fourth 
Vartalap being conduct-
ed by PIB, Gangtok. Ear-
lier, two such workshops 
were conducted in Gang-
tok and one in Singtam. 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 D :

Twenty-six families 
from Arithang joined 

Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha in a ward level com-
mittee coordination 
meeting held today, an 
SKM release informs. The 
meeting was held at the 
residence of Digendra 
Gurung, under Arithang 
Constituency. 

Among those who 
joined the party were 
SDF ex Panchayat, Nirmal 
Gurung and some core sup-
porters of the ruling front, 
the release claims. They 
were warmly welcomed 
into the party and given pri-
mary membership.

The meet was chaired 
by secretary general, Arun 
Upreti and was attend-
ed by general secretary 

(Incharge Zone 1) Neelu 
Chettri , CLC president, 
Tenpo Bhutia and workers 
of Arithang constituency.

The meet further 
assigned roles and re-
sponsibilities to workers 
within Arithang Con-
stituency for upcoming 
mega youth and nari con-
vection starting from 18 
Dec at Rolu, the release 
mentions.

Hindu Baudha Darshan 
Sammelan at Jorethang on 23 Dec

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 D : 

Hindu Baudha Samiti 
is all set to organise 

a daylong “Antarashtriya 
Hindu Baudha Darshan 
Sammelan, 2018” at Jore-
thang on 23 December. 
The Samiti, which was 
formed on 09 September 
2018, has been formed 
expressly for the pur-
pose of organizing the 
Sammelan.

Addressing a press 
conference here today, 
the president of the Sami-
ti, Rohit Raj, informed 
that the main purpose of 
the Sammelan was to in-

terest the younger gener-
ation of Sikkim towards 
preserving culture, heri-
tage and traditions in the 
name of dharma. 

“We also want to 
convey the message to 
the students and peo-
ple at large that they 
shouldn’t be distracted 
by unhealthy, intoxicat-
ing things which can only 
harm/ ruin their lices. 
We want to deliver relief 
through this Sammelan,” 
he adds. 

The Samiti general 
secretary, HB Gurung, ex-
pressed hope that the pro-
gram will have a positive 

impact and receive good 
response from the people.

The Samiti has invit-
ed all to be part of the 
Sammelan and highlight-
ed that this was a multi-
faith event to which peo-
ple can carry their own 
religious lags. 

Chaitayan Krishna 
Ji Maharaj from Nepal, 
Chidananda Muni Shri 
Maharaj from Rishikesh, 
Gyaltshab Rinpoche from 
Ralang, Sonam Gurmey 
Lama Rinpoche from Ne-
pal and patron of Hindu 
Baudha Sangam, Indresh 
Kumar, are scheduled to 
speak at the event.

Water scarcity hits Kalimpong
SUMMIT REPORT
K , 05 D :

Once again drink-
ing water scarcity 

has struck Kalimpong 
town. The distribution 
needs not met by the 
PHE department has 
troubled the locals the 
most. This has driven up 
the price of private water 
supply as well.

Due to the scarcity 
of water in the town, the 
concerned department 
has been distributing 
drinking water twice a 
week. The distribution 

of water in Kalimpong 
is done by PHE and Wa-
ter works which comes 
under GTA meanwhile 
Neura is handled by State 
Government.

The public health en-
gineering (water works) 
department of the DGHC 
that distributes drinking 
water to the town has 
been forced to regulate 
the supply because of 
inadequate water supply 
from Neura said a PHE 
of icial.

Some Kalimpong res-
idents draw water from 

the natural springs, while 
most buy water from the 
markets. A 1,000 litre of 
water in Kalimpong costs 
anything between Rs 400 
and Rs 500 depending  
on the distance from the 
source like small streams 
or jhoras.

In the absence of wa-
ter supply for two days, 
most residents arranged 
for drinking water from 
the natural springs in 
the neighbourhood 
while others bought it 
from the market.

Neura few days ago 

clari ied that only they 
are supplying water 
to the town at present 
which they are inding 
dif icult to cope with. 

PHE Water source 
at Relli and Thukchuk is 
not supplying water from 
last many years so the 
burden has fallen totally 
upon our shoulders, Neu-
ra of icials had said.

People have also 
questioned why the sup-
ply of water is being done 
only twice a week nowa-
days as compared to ev-
ery other day in October. 

Chakung farmers 
trained on Soil Nutrient 

Management

BJP outreach prog surveys 
implementation of central 

schemes, inds State Govt wanting

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 D : 

Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty’s East District 

committee has been car-
rying out a door-to-door 
campaign in different 
constituencies. 

On the directions of 
the national committee 
of the party, the Sikkim 
unit has been reaching 
out to the people to see 
how the 126 “pro-peo-
ple” programmes of the 
Central government 
have been implement-
ed in the State, informs a 
BJP press release. 

The release adds that 
the party has been get-
ting enough instances of 
the State Government’s 
lethargy in implement-

ing these programmes 
and even found that 
names of these welfare 
programmes have been 
changed and given to 
supporters of MLAs and 
SDF panchayats. 

The release adds 
that the BJP workers 
have weathered through 
threats from SDF MLAs 
and panchayats to give 
continuity to its outreach 
programme.

The release further 
informs that several peo-
ple and businessmen 
of Singtam bazaar of i-
cially joined BJP in the 
presence of BJP East 
District president, YT 
Lepcha, and East Dis-
trict mahamantri, DR 
Khatiwada, today. 

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 D :

Mevedir organized a 
GPU level training 

on Preparation of Soil Nu-
trient Management today 
at Chakung GPU, West 
Sikkim in the presence 
of Damber Kumari Gu-
rung (Ward Panchayat), 
Karuna Darnal (MGNRE-
GA member) along with 
Mevedir Master Trainer, 
Renuka Chettri and San-
gita Dhital, a press re-
lease informs.  

In the irst session, 
Renuka Chettri (Mevedir 
Staff) explained about the 
soil nutrient management 
issues. She informed the 
farmers about prepa-
ration of liquid manure 
with locally available ma-
terials following simple 
methods for nutrient re-
quirement for crops, the 
release mentions. 

She briefed the par-
ticipants about the pro-
cess and ingredients 
for the preparation of 
Amrit Jal by introducing 
materials such as cow 
dung, cow urine, Jaggery 
(Gur), water & soil avail-
able from the farm and 
this preparation could 
be ready within a period 

of 4 to 5 days and to be 
utilized within a week. 
This highly nutrient rich 
liquid fertilizer would 
greatly enhance the fer-
tility of the soil and pro-
vides good yield results 
for crops. The farmers 
were also informed 
about the dosage of this 
liquid manure.

The second half of 
the training was chaired 
by Sangita Dhital who 
briefed about the farm-
ers diary which is one of 
the ICS documents. The 
farmers were informed 
about the maintaining 
of farmers diary, which 
records all the activi-
ties that occurs in the 
farm. She also explained 
the role of the farmers 
in maintenance of the 
Farmers Dairy and pro-
vided correct yield and 
production estimates. 

Before concluding 
Damber Kumari Gurung 
shared her thoughts and 
opinion regarding Or-
ganic Farming and also 
highlighted some of the 
bene its of organic farm-
ing. The vote of thanks 
was delivered by Sangita 
Dhital and the program 
was concluded.

Dilip Buildcon 
ined Rs 

33.78 cr for 
excavation 
work in Maha
B , D  5 (PTI): Ma-
harashtra authorities have 
imposed a Rs 33.78 crore 
ine on Dilip Buildcon Lim-

ited (DBL), a Bhopal-based 
construction company, 
for allegedly excavating 
murum (soft rock) illegally 
in Beed district. According 
to Majalgaon tehsilar NG 
Zampalwad, DBL was en-
gaged in illegal excavation 
work during cementing 
of the Majalgaon-Kej road 
as part of the Khamga-
on-Pandharpur National 
Highway project stretch.

The company exca-
vated 59,767.55 brass 
(One brass means 100 
cu ft) ‘murum’ near the 
village river area, the te-
hsildar said in the notice 
issued Sunday.

A complaint was re-
ceived by the Beed ad-
ministration, after which 
Additional District Col-
lector BM Kamble or-
dered a probe into the 
matter, an of icial said.

The Majalgaon teh-
sil land record inspector 
examined the site and a re-
port was sent to the Public 
Works Department. Based 
on the report, the company 
has been asked to pay the 
hefty ine, the of icial said. 

RBI leaves key 
interest rate 
unchanged

M , D  5 (PTI): 
The Reserve Bank of India 
Wednesday left the repo rate 
unchanged while maintain-
ing the stance of ‘calibrated 
tightening’ of policy.

The key rate remains 
unchanged at 6.5 per cent. 
This is for the second time 
in a row that the central 
bank did not tinker with 
the interest rate.

“The decision of the 
Monetary Policy Com-
mittee is consistent with 
the stance of calibrated 
tightening of monetary 
policy in consonance with 
the objective of achieving 
the medium-term target 
for consumer price index 
(CPI) in lation of 4 per 
cent within a band of +/-2 
per cent, while supporting 
growth,” RBI said. The cen-
tral bank also retained the 
GDP growth projection for 
FY19 at 7.4 per cent. For 
the irst half of 2019-20, 
the GDP is been projected 
at 7.5 per cent.

RBI said in lation in 
the second half of the 
current iscal is projected 
at is projected at 2.7-3.2 
per cent. While the deci-
sion on keeping the pol-
icy rate unchanged was 
unanimous, Ravindra H 
Dholakia voted to change 
the stance to neutral.
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1. Winter Crash Courses running suc-
cessfully for classes X, XII (CBSE, 
ICSE,ISC)

2. Study Materials provided according 
to the standards of the board.

3. Mock Test and Pre Board examina-

tions for the students 
4. Revision notes for the students to 

make them much more eff ective 
5. Doubt clearing Sessions held by re-

spective teachers 
6. Separate hostel facilities for boys and girls.

STUDY ZONE
Mr. Dawchung Lepcha (Chairperson) 

For further details please contact: 9002163719, 7319565616, 7432036651 
Address: P.N.G Road, Opp. City press , Gangtok

OUR COURSE OUTLINES: 

1. To give clear concept of the chapters 
2. To give the students proper guidance 

to excel in their examinations 
3. To Prepare and deliver answers eff ec-

tively and effi  ciently
4. Greater emphasis would be to excel. 
5. Last minute suggestion tips as per 

board requirements

OUR COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

ADMISSION
OPEN

The Chief Secretary also directed various depart-
ments to take up their assigned responsibilities sin-
cerely and seriously.

The tentative programme designed by the Cel-
ebration Committee encompassing construction of 
stage and side pandals, gates, traditional food stalls, 
government exhibition stalls, installation of LED 
screens, cultural programmes, transportation, accom-
modation, lunch/ refreshments, rural and adventure 
sports, puja ceremony, maintenance of law and order 
etc. were discussed thoroughly with the respective 
line departments for further necessary action.

Addressing the meeting, Mr Ghatani extended his 
gratitude and congratulations to the Chief Secretary 
and various departments for their support in organiz-
ing the mela on previous occasions and hoped for the 
same cooperation and contributions to make the Jore-
thang Maghey Mela 2019, a grand success.

He instructed all the departments to display peo-
ple-centric schemes and programmes implemented 
along with the achievements of the State Govt over 
the past 25 years at their respective stalls. 

He urged the Commerce & Industries Department 
to coordinate with all the nationalized banks to bring 
their schemes to the public domain through exhibi-
tions and displays at the mela so that the people were 
informed about new programmes and schemes like 
Krishi pension to farmers, Start-up Schemes, Mukhya 
Mantri Jiwan Rakhya Kosh, HPV vaccination, initia-
tives to eliminate Tuberculosis, etc.

Programmes like SARAS Mela, Job Fair, AROGYA Mela, 
Orange Festival, traditional and cultural events, sports like 
rock climbing, Sikkim Run will be the major components of 
the Jorethang Maghey Mela celebration this year. 

Self Help Groups and youth have to be involved 
and bene ited on priority, he added.

He also urged committee members to inform the 
concerned authorities about progress and prepared-
ness of the assigned works.

The Chief Secretary, in his concluding remarks, 
instructed all departments to depute nodal of icers 
and coordinate with the Information & Public Rela-
tions Department. He was supported the proposal to 
organize Orange Festival as a component of Jorethang 
Maghey Mela and urged the departments along with 
Milk Union and NERLP. 

The Chief Secretary directed that proper safety 
measures be included in organizing events like rock 
climbing. He also stressed proper arrangements for 
waste management. Further, he instructed the con-
cerned department to take up responsibility on illu-
mination of Akar Bridge, opening of FRO at Rambang 
Check-post (w), cultural events, Puja ceremony, main-
tenance of law and order etc.

Secrerary, RMDD, KS Rao, also informed that the 
department has invited all the states and union terri-
tories to participate in SARAS Mela. 

This year, the pandal of SARAS Mela will be con-
structed by the committee and funds transferred to 
the committee’s account for the said purpose.

SDM Jorethang, Tshering Bhuia, and SE Power 
(Jorethang Circle), Jigmee Namgyal, informed the 
meeting about the plans and tentative programmes 
mapped out by the committee.

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks proposed 
by the Secretary, IPR Department, Dr Sherap Shenga. She 
also urged all departments for full cooperation and coordi-
nation to make the mela, a grand success.

State-level coordination

Haryana farmers meet Governor at Raj Bhavan
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 D :

Governor Ganga 
Prasad granted au-

dience to a group of 34 
progressive farmers from 
Haryana in a formal meet 
at New Raj Bhavan this 
evening. The group was 
led by Chairperson, Krish-
na Gahlawat, Haryana 
State Agricultural Market-
ing Board and Chief Ad-
ministrator of the board, 
Hardeep Singh. The group 
arrived in Sikkim on 03 
Dec for a ive-day study 
cum exposure tour on or-
ganic farming practices 
adopted by Sikkim.

Expressing delight 
over the initiative and 
lead taken by Sikkim in 
organic farming in the 
country, members of the 
farmers group shared 
their happiness of get-
ting opportunity to trav-
el to beautiful, clean and 
irst organic state in the 

country. They also con-
veyed their excitement 

of learning the nuances 
and good practices di-
rectly from the farmers 
on organic farming and 
said that they will take 
up organic farming in 
Haryana as sustainable 
agricultural practice for 
better tomorrow. They 
also said how the use 
of chemical fertilizers 
have caused misery and 

health complications to 
the masses, and spoiling 
the soil health irrepara-
bly simultaneously.

While addressing the 
visiting group, the Gov-
ernor welcomed them 
to organic Sikkim and 
urged them to replicate 
the organic farming prac-
tice for sustainability. 
Highlighting how Hary-

ana has better proximity 
of transport, market and 
other infrastructures for 
ensuring greater bene its 
to the farmers, the Gover-
nor said that if the state 
of Haryana takes up or-
ganic farming extensive-
ly, it would be much more 
easier and bene icial 
for farming community 
there. He also mentioned 

how Sikkim is now ac-
claimed nationally and 
globally as the leader in 
organic movement and 
added that the Sikkim 
people have to work hard 
for this achievement.

The Governor also 
conveyed his good wish-
es to the group for mem-
orable stay in Sikkim and 
successful study tour.

RBI Gangtok holds Town Hall 
Meeting on MSME at Namchi 

ICAR-KVK East Sikkim celebrates World Soil Day

Governor’s greetings on Kagyed Cham
SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 D :

On the occasion of 
Kagyed Cham, Gov-

ernor Ganga Prasad, has 
extended warm greet-
ings and good wishes to 
the people of Sikkim. 

In his message the 
Governor has said, “The 
holy Kagyed festival which 
is marked by the per-
formance of the Kagyed 
Dance in monasteries in 
the honour of our guard-

ian deities, signi ies the 
destruction of evil forces 
and protection of Sikkim 
and its people. The occa-
sion is auspicious time 
to offer prayers for peace 
and prosperity of all sen-
tient beings.

May this auspicious 
occasion reinforce our 
commitment to abide by 
the virtues of compas-
sion and brotherhood 
ensuring peace, progress 
and harmony in Sikkim.”

SUMMIT REPORT
G , 05 D :

ICAR-KVK, East Sikkim, 
Ranipool celebrated 

World Soil Day on the 
theme Stop Soil Pollu-
tion with a view to high-
light the importance of 
soil as the most critical 
component of the natu-
ral system and as a vital 
contributor to the human 
commonwealth through 
its contribution to food, 
water and energy secu-
rity and as a mitigator of 
biodiversity loss and cli-
mate change. 

A press release in-
forms that the program 
was held at KVK-East Sik-
kim, ICAR-National Or-
ganic Farming Research 
Institute, Ranipool, on 05 
Dec. Around 30 farmers 
from different villages of 
East Sikkim attended the 
programme.

Joint Director, Dr. R.K. 
Avasthe, ICAR-NOFRI, 
Tadong briefed about 
healthy soil which is the 
foundation of the food 
system by improving 
soil health and reducing 

input costs for farmers. 
Healthy soil is crowd-
ed with microscopic 
and larger organisms 
that perform many vi-
tal functions including 
converting dead and 
decaying matter as well 
as minerals to plant nu-
trient, he briefed during 
his address. 

Furthermore, he 
stressed upon the soil or-
ganic carbon which needs 
to be increased that will 
affects the chemical and 
physical properties of the 
soil and its overall health. 
Therefore, it is essential 
to maintain soil fertility 
for sustainable organic 
farming through soil con-
servation technology, he 
added.

Joint Director, East 
Sikkim, FS&AD depart-
ment, Bina Rai, high-
lighted the importance 
of soil health and fo-
cused on better under-
standing of the linkages 
between soil life and 
ecosystem function and 
the impact of human 
interventions will en-

able the reduction of 
negative impact and the 
more effective capture 
of the benefits of soil bi-
ological activity for sus-
tainable and productive 
agriculture. 

Emphasis was also 
given on measures to 
restore and rebuild soils 
which have been under 
cultivation for long time 
by SMS-Horticulture, 
Boniface Lepcha.

Ezekiel Khawas (JRF) 
and Bina Tamang (SRF) 
were also present at the 
event and assisted in the 
smooth execution of the 
programme. Soil Health 
Cards were also distrib-
uted to the farmers of 
East Sikkim during the 
program. 

The farmers were ex-
posed to the demonstra-
tion farms of zero till pea 
cultivation under rice fal-
low and seed production 
of Rajmash to witness the 
modern cropping system 
with improved produc-
tion and resource con-
servation technologies 
for Rabi season crops.

S  R
G , 05 D :

A Town Hall Meeting 
on MSME by Re-

serve Bank of India (RBI) 
Gangtok for the district 
of South Sikkim was held 
on Tuesday in Namchi, 
South Sikkim for the 
prospective and existing 
Micro, Small and Medi-
um Enterprises (MSME) 
entrepreneurs from vari-
ous parts of the district, a 
press release informs. 

According to RBI of-
icials, these Town Hall 

meetings bring all stake 
holders together name-
ly; State Government, 
RBI, banks, industry 
bodies and entrepre-
neurs on the same plat-
form which provides 
a useful  interface be-
tween them and helps in 
improving the financial 
health of the sector. 

These meetings are 
absolutely bene icial as 
MSME Sector is very vital 
for the economy since it 
employs large number of 
skilled, semi-skilled peo-
ple across the country 
and is responsible for ex-
ports which are import-
ant for the economy.

The Town Hall meet-
ing was presided over 
by the General Manager 
and Of icer-in-Charge of 
Reserve Bank of India, 
R.V. Sangvai. Apart from 

Mr Sangvai, DDM NAB-
ARD for South Sikkim 
and Assistant Director, 
MSME-DI along with of-
icials from SIDBI, KVIC, 

and LDM from SBI took 
part in the meeting. Rep-
resentatives of various 
banks, entrepreneurs 
and other industry as-
sociations of Sikkim also 
attended the meeting. 

GM & O-i-C, RBI, 
Gangtok emphasised the 
critical role played by 
the MSME sector in the 
country’s economy. In 
view of the limited avail-
ability of employment 
in the government and 
other organised sectors, 
he emphasized on the 
need to encourage en-
trepreneurship among 
the youth so that more 
of them could come for-
ward and take advantage 
of the various initiatives 
of the Government and 
other inancial institu-
tions and could have an 
alternative source of sus-
tainable livelihood.  

Of icials from MSME-

DI, KVIC, SIDBI and banks 
also addressed the forum 
and explained about var-
ious Central and State 
Government initiatives 
and schemes. They also 
presented various issues 
and suggestions for the 
growth of this sector.

Various entrepre-
neurs across the district 
of South Sikkim shared 
their success stories with 
the audience. Many en-
trepreneurs expressed 
dif iculties in getting 
bank loans and proce-
dural bottlenecks. 

All the bankers were 
requested to consider 
the loan applications by 
various MSME entre-
preneurs making use 
of CGTSME scheme of 
no collateral till a loan 
amount of Rs. 10 lakh 
and upfront subsidy of 
35% under CMSS. The 
entrepreneurs were en-
couraged to take up man-
ufacturing enterprises to 
shift from over-reliance 
on services like hotels 
and commercial taxi.

SSB organizes Cleanliness Fortnight
G , 05 D  [PIB]: Following 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s di-
rections on “Swachhta Pakhwada,” Sec-
tor Hqrs SSB Marchak (Gangtok) carried 
out a cleanliness drive on 05 December 
at the Birspati Parsai Senior Second-
ary School playground at Marchak, Ra-

nipool (East Sikkim). Of icers and staff 
of Sashastra Seema Bal, Gangtok Sector, 
school teachers and students of BPSSS 
participated in the drive.

Before starting the drive, Sushanta 
Mallik, Staff Of icer (Ops), explained 
the objectives of Swachhta Pakhwada.

 GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM
ROADS & BRIDGES DEPARTMENT

NOTICE
The Roads & Bridges Department hereby invites enlisted contractors 
of Category I- AA excluding Joint Venture enlisted with the SIKKIMK 
PWD for submission of their work detail along with inancial credibil-
ity supported by authentic documents as prescribed below within 15 
( ifteen) days from the date of publication of this notice.

1. Work executed in the last 10 years and work under execution.
2. Tools & Plants details with ownership (Hiring certi icate shall 

not be entertained).
3. Hot-mix plant ownership mandatory.
4. Annual turnover for the last 3 years not less than Rs.6.00 

Crore.
5. Solvency certi icate.
6. Pro it and loss Statement for the inancial year ending March 

2018.
7. Fixed Deposit Details not less than an amount of Rs.2.00 Crore.

This is to enable the Department to establish their credentials 
with respect to their performance as of now for empanelment 
after evaluation with regard to invoking Clause I of the Noti-
ication No: 515/R&B/PWD/Secy dt: 12/06/2018 for emer-

gency / urgent works.
Sd/-

Chief Engineer.
Roads & Bridges Department

Government of Sikkim
Gangtok.

R.O. No. 534/IPR/PUB/Classi./18-19 
Date: 05.12.2018

  

STATE DESIGNATED AGENCY, SIKKIM 
(Government of Sikkim)

Energy & Power Department, Kazi Road, Gangtok – 737101

Invitation of Public Comments/ Suggestions
Invitation of Public comments/ suggestions for Sikkim Energy Conservation 
Building Code and Sikkim Energy Conservation Building Code Rules, 2018.
Schedule for the process: 

The documents are available at our of icial website: http://www.sdasikkim.
com/ and https://sikkimpower.co.in with heading Draft Energy Conservation 
Building Code 2018. All concerned are requested to go through the document 
and send their comments/ suggestions either by hard copy or through e-mail to 
(sikkimecbecell@gamil.com). The feedback can also be given personally at the 
of ice of Executive Engineer, SDA, Energy & Power Department, Room No. 405 
A between 11:00 AM to 2.30 PM on 08.01.2019.

Documents available on of icial website 
for downloading

From 10.12.2018, 09.00 AM 
onwards.

Last date for submission of comments/
suggestions

09.01.2019, by 4.00 PM

Nodal Of icer
SDA Sikkim.

R.O. NO.535/IPR/PUB/Classi./18-19 
Date: 05.12.2018
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Quotaed into Lethargy
Time to ask the right questions 

and demand better

Reservation, quotas, local protection… These 
remain strong political constituencies to this 

day in the country, 70 years and counting since the 
day India became Free and its people equal! The 
exclamation because the stop-gap arrangement of 
quotas, put in place while long-term policies were 
kick-started to make equal opportunity and equal 
access realities for communities that had remained 
underprivileged, subjugated and sidelined for cen-
turies, appears to have mutated into a permanent 
ixture. This reality perhaps deserves a double ex-

clamation mark because the nation continues to 
discover more communities which require a re-
served slot and special treatment to come at par 
with the mainstream. Yes, this is an inexplicable 
situation teetering at risk of short-term gains be-
coming long-term liabilities. 

Fact remains that reservations have made peo-
ple lazy and segregation can never deliver either 
unity or equality, but this is not a statement sup-
porting the end of quotas and reservations, in fact, 
it is an attempt to get those in the reserved lot to 
ask the more important questions and lex beyond 
the chips hammered into their shoulders. What has 
arguably lawed the reservation regime is its insti-
tutionalization, which requires its reinforcement at 
every level through overt displays – from the make-
up of bureaucracy to the Cabinet. Merit, as a result, 
gets not only sidelined, but even compromised at 
times because harmonised composition becomes 
the desired trait. One cannot blame the irst lead-
ers of Independent India for this measure, they did 
after all, plan to have a more concrete solution in 
place before the idea outlived its utility or instilled 
tokenism. Later leaders did not allow that to hap-
pen and preferred to secure captive vote-banks in-
stead. And only they (such leaders) appear to have 
gained. Look around, there are many examples of 
individual members from the reserved categories 
having bene ited from the policy, but has reserva-
tion delivered what it promises to the community 
as a whole? At least in the same scale as it has fed 
political careers which require people to remain 
underprivileged and denied at some levels to re-
main relevant. Such ideologies have problems with 
real reform and actual progress and examples of 
such self-centered pro iteering from the miseries 
of others abound.

The limitations of a reservations-only approach 
to lift communities up started manifesting with the 
second generation itself and the bene its have not 
spread as uniformly, and only very rarely to the 
grassroots level. Make no mistake, we are still a 
country of such massive inequalities and astound-
ing privilege that quotas and reservations are still 
required, unfortunately not because the model is 
perfect, but because this has remained the only 
route opened. The carrot of quotas makes people 
lazy and soon people enjoying this bene it [at least 
on paper] forget that this was to undo the damage 
of centuries of discrimination and subject them-
selves to more humiliation by themselves believing 
that they are feeding on a sop or lack the potential 
to compete better, when they are actually being 
compensated for historical wrongs. This makes 
them refrain from asking the right questions. 

Quotas are ine, but they are limited. What 
should be given is access to the best grooming, an 
education that prepares them to compete with the 
best… aspire for the “open” category, not snuggle 
into the slivers offered as quota. Reserved quotas 
are add-ons, the plan-B’s, and not the constricting 
pigeonholes they have now become to sti le ambi-
tion and suffocate con idence. Things can improve 
only when the educational infrastructure in villag-
es and “backward” areas is strengthened, made at 
par with “city” institutes; when the best teachers 
take classes in basti schools and a generation of ea-
ger competitors replaces those who set their am-
bitions with one eye on their surnames and what 
it accrues them. And this was always how things 
were to proceed when reservation was irst in-
troduced, presenting itself as a salve for the short-
term while long-term interventions were put in 
place to level the playing ield. That follow-up never 
happened, and that remains the continuing denial 
of people who have been marginalized throughout 
history because access is still controlled. 

 The challenge of parenting in a migrant caravan

The world’s disturbing inaction as the 
Genocide Convention turns 70

DILLON THOMAS BROWNE
theconversation.com

The infamous migrant “caravan” comprised ap-
proximately 5,000 to 6,000 people from Cen-

tral America when it inally concluded its slow six-
week crawl to Tijuana, the Mexican border city just 
south of California.

At one point the caravan swelled to 7,000 peo-
ple, but many of them succumbed to exhaustion, 
sleep and sickness along the way and chose to stay 
behind in Mexican towns; others turned back to 
their country of origin.

The hardest hit by these events are undoubt-
edly the children, unaware of the magnitude 
of their journey and unable to keep up with its 
physical requirements.

The photographs taken by journalists following 
the caravan have highlighted the plight of child mi-
grants and their parents. The impact of the journey 
on migrant parent-child relationships has been 
less discussed.

As a clinical psychologist, my practice and re-
search has demonstrated that refugee parents, such 
as these migrants, often exhibit symptoms of de-
pression, anxiety and post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) that have profound effects on parenting.

Their emotionally distraught state can some-
times lead to overprotectiveness, harshness in 
parenting and even reversal of parent-child roles. 
Children in these circumstances are more likely to 
suffer from mental health problems.
INFECTIONS, DEHYDRATION, TEAR GAS

The caravan formed in San Pedro Sula, Hondu-
ras, on Oct. 13, nearly seven weeks ago. The 500 
migrants who have been in the caravan from the 
beginning have marched a total of 4,000 blistering 
km on their way to Tijuana.

Along the way, migrants have suffered from fe-
vers, eye infections, lice infestations, respiratory 
infections and dehydration. 

As the city of Tijuana tries to accommodate 
thousands of migrants in temporary shelters, the 
crowded and unhygienic conditions only escalate 
health concerns. Children are more susceptible to 
diseases and tire out quicker, making this journey 
especially arduous for them.

This adds to the list of concerns their parents 
already have. The batons and tear gas that these 
migrants have faced at the United States border 
further adds to the stress of relocation.
FINANCIAL STRIFE AND MARITAL DISCORD

The biggest push factors for these asylum seek-
ers are the corruption and poverty rampant in 

their countries. According to the World Bank, two 
thirds of the population of Honduras lived in pov-
erty in 2016. According to the CIA World Factbook, 
over 30 per cent of the population lived under the 
poverty line in El Salvador at the same time.

The signs of the migrants’ inancial strife are 
evident. Migrant families have relied heavily on the 
generosity of strangers for food, shelter and trans-
portation in the towns they have passed through. 
There is also the fact that people simply do not 

walk 4,000 km if they can travel the same distance 
in any other vehicle. In some cases, families have 
resorted to begging along the way for passage.

Financial stress tends to increase the likelihood 
of marital discord, which leads to criticism and an-
ger between spouses.

Over time the strain on a marital relationship of-
ten spills over onto the parent-child relationship — 
leading to a marked reduction in nurturance, respon-
siveness to needs and consistency in parenting.

This can contribute to socio-emotional prob-
lems in children — such as low self-esteem, de-
pression, drug use and other health problems.
GANG VIOLENCE AND DISSOCIATION

Due to widespread gang violence, El Salvador 
has the highest homicide rate in the world, fol-
lowed in second place by Honduras, with Guatema-
la not too far behind.

Migrant families have reported leeing their 
hometowns due to threats against their lives, or 
the lives of family members, if they did not join the 
local gang. Often, gangs also extort cuts of people’s 
already meagre livelihoods and threaten others 
with physical and sexual assault. 

Research indicates that repetitive community 

violence exposure causes parents to feel hopeless, 
powerless and emotionally drained, leading to 
symptoms of depression, anxiety and PTSD.

Other fallouts include dissociation (feeling 
cut off from reality) and lower understanding 
of and tolerance towards their child’s psycho-
logical distress.

As a result, children are more likely to develop 
emotional dif iculties, learn disengagement and 
form similar unhelpful coping mechanisms.

NEED FOR SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL SUPPORT
Today in Tijuana, some asylum-seeking fam-

ilies await to be processed by authorities while 
others begin to settle into life in Mexico. Their par-
ent-child relationships will be further tested and 
strained under the pressure of acculturation and 
other post-migration stressors.

This underlines the need for social and emo-
tional support at the end of this journey, as well as 
efforts to help them rehabilitate into safer areas.

Childhood is already a delicate time for growth 
and development, even when good enough par-
enting and a stable, nurturing environment is 
available. A gruelling move to a strange and 
potentially hostile country obviously feels nec-
essary for these migrant families — or they 
wouldn’t be on the move.

Given the life they are leeing, an uncertain fu-
ture in an idealized country eclipses certain deso-
lation and death in their homelands.

(Syeda Javeria Hasan, an undergraduate stu-
dent in biomedical sciences and psychology at the 
University of Waterloo, co-authored this analysis.)

[the writer is Assistant Professor, 
University of Waterloo]

KYLE MATTHEWS & ALLAN ROCK
theconversation.com

This month marks the 70th anniversary of the 
Convention on the Prevention and Punish-

ment of the Crime of Genocide. This is a founda-
tional piece of international law that was born 
out of the mass atrocities committed 
by the Nazi regime against European 
Jews during the Second World War.

Despite the passage of time, we 
can still ind inspiration in the exam-
ple of Raphael Lemkin. After leeing 
to the United States when he lost his 
family to the Holocaust, Lemkin cam-
paigned for the establishment of an 
international law to de ine and forbid 
genocide. When his resolution pro-
posing the Genocide Convention was 
adopted by the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in 1948, it became the 
UN’s irst human rights treaty.

The Genocide Convention has 
since led to other norms and 
mechanisms, two of which are 
crucial in combating large-scale 
human rights violations.

The irst is the International Crim-
inal Court (ICC), established through 
the Rome Statute in 1998, with a mandate to pros-
ecute those who commit the crime of genocide. 
The second is the Responsibility to Protect (R2P), 
a global political commitment to prevent and inter-
dict genocide and ensure the Convention is oper-
ational. R2P was initiated in 2001 under the lead-
ership of Canada, and endorsed by all UN member 
states in 2005 at the UN World Summit.

Yet the conditions that led to the Genocide Con-
vention hold ominous similarities to our world 
today. The protection of human rights, the com-
mitment to multi-lateralism and our rules-based 
international order are all under threat.
‘MUTE AND DYSFUNCTIONAL’

The ICC is under ierce partisan attack. Nation-
alism and xenophobia in Europe and Asia have 
produced authoritarian regimes, emboldened by 
a White House that has relinquished moral leader-
ship and condones their worst behaviour. And the 
UN Security Council, responsible for acting on hu-
manity’s behalf, stands by mute and dysfunctional.

Most troubling of all, there has been a resur-
gence of the very crimes the Genocide Convention 
was intended to address.

In August, a UN fact- inding mission deter-
mined the state-led ethnic cleansing of Rohingya 
Muslims in Myanmar to be an act of genocide. This 

was echoed one month later by Canada’s parlia-
ment, which voted historically to recognize the 
events as genocide, calling for the prosecution of 
those in the Burmese military who are responsible. 

Meanwhile, the Uyghurs are still being rounded 
up in mass detention camps in western China, fac-
ing the prospect of annihilation. And the Yazidis, a 

minority group in Iraq, endured attempted geno-
cide at the hands of ISIS, a crime that continues 
to go unpunished. Nadia Murad, a Yazidi survivor 
who was sold into sexual slavery, was recent-
ly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for using her 
voice to campaign for the prevention and punish-
ment of genocide.

Our collective response to these heinous crimes 
has fallen far short of what the Convention requires. 
Most UN member states have shown reluctance 
even to use the term “genocide” when it obviously 
applies, no doubt worried they’ll be called upon to 
meet the responsibilities laid out in the Convention 
— to prevent and to punish.
INACTION NOW THE NORM

So inaction in the face of mass atrocity has sadly 
become the norm. While R2P was adopted relative-
ly recently, it is already in danger of atrophying to 
irrelevance. R2P has not led to effective responses 
in Syria, Iraq, Myanmar, Yemen or South Sudan. In-
deed, R2P has not been meaningfully invoked since 
the controversial 2011 intervention in Libya.

While there are ample grounds to criticize the 
way R2P was implemented in that case, it is shame-
ful to use those concerns as an excuse for doing 
nothing to prevent atrocities elsewhere. The ive 
permanent members of the UN Security Council 

must take up their responsibility and stop abusing 
their undeserved privilege to advance their narrow 
self-interest.

History shows that individuals like Raphael 
Lemkin and Nadia Murad can make a difference. 
But the promise of “never again” will ring hollow in 
the absence of political leadership.

Only 149 UN member states have rati ied the 
Convention, leaving 45 to do so. Adama Dieng, the 
UN’s special adviser on the prevention of genocide, 
has launched an appeal for universal rati ication.

Faced with a lacklustre response, he said this:
“What message are those states sending, 70 

years after the adoption of the convention? That 
genocide could never happen within their borders? 
That is being naïve. History has shown us time and 
again that genocide can happen anywhere.”

Heeding history’s call, we must reaf irm our 
commitment to the Genocide Convention and work 
towards universal rati ication. More importantly, 
we must abide by the convention’s terms and show 
the moral courage of our convictions.

The Genocide Convention’s anniversary comes 
at a perilous time. But it can also be a moment of 
promise if we summon the spirit of 1948 and re-
new our collective determination to prevent and 
punish the most serious crime of all.

[Kyle Matthews is Executive Director, The 
Montreal Institute for Genocide and Human 

Rights Studies, Concordia University; Allan 
Rock is President Emeritus and Professor of 
Law, University of Ottawa, former Attorney 

General of Canada and Canadian Ambassador 
to the United Nations, University of Ottawa]
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R.O. No: 527/IPR/PUB/Classi/18-19 
Date: 04/12/2018 

GOVERNMENT OF SIKKIM,
ROADS AND BRIDGES DEPARTMENT,

NAMCHI SUB DIVISION,
SOUTH SIKKIM.

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
N.I.T No.:- 03/R&B/Nam/2018-19                      Dated:-03/12/2018

For and on behalf of the Governor of Sikkim, Assistant Engineer, Roads and Bridges Department, Namchi Sub Division, invites 
sealed tenders under single bid system from the eligible contractors of class IV grade enlisted with Sikkim Public Works 
Department vide noti ication No. 515/R&B/Secy, dated 12/06/2018 and subsequently vide noti ication No. 556/R&B/PWD/Secy, 
dated 28/08/2018 and 584/R&B/PWD/Secy, dated 08/10/2018, through competitive bidding within the territorial jurisdiction 
of concerned ward of the GPU/ULB where the work is to be executed. The works are listed as under:- 

Sl
No

Name of work Value put to 
tender (Rs)

Completion 
time,          

( in months)

Cost of tender 
documents  

(Rs)

Amount 
of Earnest 
Money @ 
2.5% For 
issue of 

tender form 
(Rs)

Grade   of 
contractor

Name of 
G.P.U

Name of 
Constituency

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1
Construction of road 
from Mandir Dara 
Gaon to Bhanjyang 
Road     

a. KM -1st 
42,38,496.00 12months 1,500.00 1,05,962.00

Grade IV
Namchi 
Municipal 
Council

Namchi 
Singithang 
Constituency

b. KM 1.0-1.50 21,19,248.00 12months 1,500.00 52,981.00 Grade IV
Namchi 
Municipal 
Council

 Namchi 
Singithang 
Constituency

2. Construction of Raod 
from Upper Debrong 
to Lower Debrong

a.
KM 1st

42,38,496.00 12months 1,500.00 1,05,962.00 Grade IV
Namchi 
Municipal 
Council

Namchi 
Singithang 
Constituency

3. Construction of Link 
Road from Palden 
Tamang House 
bear Boomtar Jail 
to Tangsang near 
Lower Boomtar 
Primary School.

a. KM 1st 42,38,496.00 12months 1,500.00 1,05,962.00 Grade IV
Boomtar 
Salleybong 

Namchi 
Singithang 
Constituency

b. KM 2nd 42,38,496.00 12months 1,500.00 1,05,962.00 Grade IV
Boomtar 
Salleybong 

Namchi 
Singithang 
Constituency

4. Construction of Link 
Road from Namchi 
Rong Raod to Upper 
Salleybong Dara 
Gaon.

a. KM -1st 42,38,496.00 12months 1,500.00 1,05,962.00 Grade IV
Boomtar 
Salleybong 

Namchi 
Singithang 
Constituency

b. KM 1.0-1.50 21,19,248.00 12months 1,500.00 52,981.00 Grade IV
Boomtar 
Salleybong 

 Namchi 
Singithang 
Constituency

5. Construction of 
road from Namchi 
Damthang Raod to 
Punjitar.

a. KM 0.0-0.50 21,19,248.00 12months 1,500.00 52,981.00 Grade IV Damthang
Poklok 
Kamrang  
Constituency

b. KM 0.5-1.0 21,19,248.00 12months 1,500.00 52,981.00 Grade IV Damthang
Poklok 
Kamrang  
Constituency

c. KM 1.0-1.5 21,19,248.00 12months 1,500.00 52,981.00 Grade IV Damthang
Poklok 
Kamrang  
Constituency

d. KM 1.5-2.0 21,19,248.00 12months 1,500.00 52,981.00 Grade IV Damthang
Poklok 
Kamrang  
Constituency

6. Construction of road 
from near Gom JHS 
to Middle Syampani 
Village.

a. KM 0.0-0.50 21,19,248.00 12months 1,500.00 52,981.00 Grade IV
Sorok 
Syampani

Poklok 
Kamrang  
Constituency

b. KM 0.5-1.0 21,19,248.00 12months 1,500.00 52,981.00 Grade IV
Sorok 
Syampani

Poklok 
Kamrang  
Constituency

c. KM 1.0-1.5 21,19,248.00 12months 1,500.00 52,981.00 Grade IV
Sorok 
Syampani

Poklok 
Kamrang  
Constituency

7. Construction of road 
from Basbari School tp 
Dharey Jaubari South 
Sikkim.

a. KM 0.0-0.50 21,19,248.00 12months 1,500.00 52,981.00 Grade IV Damthang 
Poklok 
Kamrang  
Constituency

b. KM 0.5-1.0 21,19,248.00 12months 1,500.00 52,981.00 Grade IV Damthang
Poklok 
Kamrang  
Constituency

c. KM 1.0-1.5 21,19,248.00 12months 1,500.00 52,981.00 Grade IV Damthang
Poklok 
Kamrang  
Constituency

d. KM 1.5-2.0 21,19,248.00 12months 1,500.00 52,981.00 Grade IV Damthang
Poklok 
Kamrang  
Constituency

e. KM 2.0-2.50 21,19,248.00 12months 1,500.00 52,981.00 Grade IV
Damthang Poklok 

Kamrang  
Constituency

f. KM 2.50-3.0 21,19,248.00 12months 1,500.00 52,981.00 Grade IV Damthang
Poklok 
Kamrang  
Constituency

h.
KM 3.50-4.0 21,19,248.00 12months 1,500.00 52,981.00 Grade IV Damthang

Poklok 
Kamrang  
Constituency

I
KM 4.00-4.50 21,19,248.00 12months 1,500.00 52,981.00 Grade IV Damthang

Poklok 
Kamrang  
Constituency

8.
Construction of Raod 
from Kolbung tp 
Nalam

a. KM 1st 42,38,496.00 12months 1,500.00 1,05,962.00 Grade IV Namthang 
Maneydara

Namthang 
Rateypani 
Constituency

9. Construction of road 
from Namchi Phong 
Road to U/Ramaram 
via Khorlong

a. KM 1st 42,38,496.00 12months 1,500.00 1,05,962.00 Grade IV Tanzi 
Bikmat

Namthang 
Rateypani 
Constituency

Time Schedule:-
1. Date of submission of application with bank Receipt  :    26th  December 2018.

For issue of Tender Documents                                  (From 10.00am to 4.00pm  
(excluding Tender Form)                                                                 at   respective GPK)

2. Date of issue of Tender Form on submission of   : 28th December 2018
TDR (as Earnest Money)         (From 10.00am to 4.00pm
       at   respective GPK)

3. Last Date and Time of submission of Tender  : 29th December 2018   
                  (From10.00 am to 12.30 pm)

           at   respective GPK)
4. Date and Time of Opening of Bid   : 29th December  2018.             

       (1.30 pm at respective GPK)
CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT:- 

1. Tender is open only to the eligible Contractors/Firms of appropriate Class/Area.
2. The intending tenders/contractors should apply in writing for issue of tender documents. The application 

would invariably be signed by the contractor himself/herself. The tender document will not be issued to any 
person other than the INTENDING TENDER. The application shall be submitted initially for each work listed 
above with all required documents.

3. The applicants should enclose attested copies of the Validated/Updated Contractor Enlistment Certificate. 
It is mandatory to produce the Original validated/Updated Enlistment Certificate during sale/issue of the 
Tender Document for verification. Selected bidder should produce No objection certificate/ Tax clearance 
certificate from the commercial taxes Division, Finance Revenue and Expenditure Department prior to the 
issue of Work Order.

4. The prescribed Non-Transferable Tender Documents (excluding the Tender Form) can be obtained during the 
period speci ied in (As above from the respective Gram Prasasan Kendra, Cost of tender form shall be deposited 
to the revenue of respective GPU.

5. Earnest money deposit @ 2.5% in State Bank of Sikkim shall be in the form of Deposit Receipt of Schedule Bank 
which includes deposits in the form of temporary deposit receipts (TDR) in favor of the Sr. Accounts Of icer, 
Roads & Bridges Department, Namchi. Tender form shall be issued from the respective Gram Prasasan Kendra, 
only on production of the deposited receipts to that contractors/ irm who has obtained the tender documents, 
on production of toward deposit receipts of 2.5% earnest money.

6. The Tender Documents, including the Tender Form with quoted offer should be placed in a sealed cover with 
the name of the tenderers and the name of the work superscripted on it, Supporting documents listed at Sl. No. 
3 above should be enclosed with the offer.

7. Sealed tenders may be deposited in the Tender box at respective Gram Prasasan Kendra, on the date and within 
the time indicated above.

8. Tenders will be opened by a Tender Opening Committee as prescribed by the Government in the presence of 
the tenderness on the date and time indicated above.

9. The Tenderer should sign on every page of the tender documents as Acceptance of the general Direction and 
Conditions of the Contract and other laid down norms. The rate quoted should be both in igures and words and 
should be inclusive of GST and all other Taxes and Levies. Over writing and correction should be avoided and if 
made should be authenticated. Incomplete/Conditional tenders shall be rejected forthwith.

10. In case of any discrepancy in rate(s) printed in the Schedule of Rates and Quantities issued with the tender 
documents, rates as per approved Schedule of Rates will be taken as correct. For items outside the SOR, the 
rates shall be as per the technically checked estimate/analysis. Decision of the Principal Chief Engineer cum 
Secretary/ Head of the Department will be inal in this regard.

11. The work value, scope and quantum of work are subject to change, the contractor shall execute the work as 
per the directives of the Department. No claim on this account shall be entertained whatsoever. If any claim is 
made, it shall be as per the agreement rates.

12. Avoidable damages due to negligence of the contractor shall be at his own risk and cost. The Department shall 
not be liable for payment of such damages (if any), including accidents to labourer at site.

13. The offer shall remain valid for a period of 90 days. The work should commence within 15 days from the issue 
of work order.

14. All the conditions as mentioned in the NIT shall be deemed to a part of the agreement to be entered with the 
contractor. Security deposit shall be collected by deductions from the running bills of the contractor @ 5% of 
the value of work done.

15. The Department reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
16. The recoveries of Royalties on Forest produces shall be as per rates noti ied by the Government from time 

to time and applicable on the date of payment. In no case, claim of any contractor for deduction as per rates 
incorporated in Analysis of Rates or Schedule of Rates on the date of tender shall be acceptable.

17. Subletting of contract work is against the norms and if it comes to the notice, the original contract shall be 
cancelled and appropriate action shall be initiated as per the rules.

18. In case the man powers employed by the contractors are from outside the State or neighboring countries, it 
shall be the responsibility of the contractors to get them registered with the labour department, Government 
of Sikkim as per the relevant Labour Laws.

19. The Department also reserves the right to increase, decrease, alter or modify the item of works as indicated in 
the NIT without assigning any reason thereof.

20. Use of explosives shall be regulated as under:-      
a) Transportation, Handling, storage and use of Explosives (if necessary) shall be in accordance with the 

provisions of the India Explosive Act and General Guidelines, Circulars issued by the department and 
other competent authorities on the subject from time to time.

b) The rules and regulations issued by the Sikkim Public Works Department or any other competent 
authority shall strictly be adhered to with regard to transportation, storage; handling and use of 
explosives shall be maintained by the contractor.

21. The contractor shall also make arrangements to have photographs of the works taken at least at three stages of 
the construction period. i.e. beginning, middle and completion stage.

22. Damage to properties in and around the work site must be avoided at all cost. The contractor shall be held 
responsible for any acts of negligence and shall be made to make good the damages.

23. Expenditure involved for material testing, cube strength of concrete, crushing strength of road metals etc., at 
site or in laboratories shall be borne by the contractor. The contractor shall make necessary arrangements 
accordingly as and when instructed to do so.

24. It is accepted to the tenderer to have inspected the site before submitting his bid. There may be possible site 
dif iculties for which the tenderer should have their own correct assessment before submitting the bid.

25. The contractor will have to pay all taxes and duties as applicable and noti ied by the State/Central Government 
and no claim shall be entertained in this regard whatsoever.

26. The cost of stock materials supplied from the Department store will be deducted from the contractors’ bills as 
per rules.

27. The bidders shall produce a Certi icate of Residence from the concerned Gram Panchayat Unit where the work 
is to be executed. Sd/-

Assistant Engineer
Roads & Bridges Department,

Namchi Sub-Division,
South Sikkim.

India’s most powerful satellite GSAT-11 launched successfully
Bengaluru, Dec 5 (PTI): India’s heaviest 
satellite GSAT-11, that would boost broad-
band services in the country, was success-
fully launched by an Arianespace rocket 
from French Guiana in the early hours of 
Wednesday, the Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) said. Blasting off from 
the Ariane Launch Complex in Kourou, a 
French territory located along the north-
eastern coast of South America, at 02:07 
am (IST), the Ariane-5 vehicle injected the 
GSAT-11 into orbit in a lawless light of 
about 33 minutes.

“ISRO’s heaviest and most-advanced 
high throughput communication satellite 
GSAT-11 was successfully launched from 
the spaceport in French Guiana during the 
early hours today,” the Bengaluru-head-
quartered Indian space agency said.

The ISRO hired Ariane-5 rocket as its 
own geosynchronous satellite launch ve-
hicle GSLV MK III can only haul satellites 
that weighs upto 4 tonnes. GSAT-11 has 
been described as India’s “richest space 
asset” by the ISRO. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi lauded the ISRO on the success-
ful launch and called it a “major milestone” 
for the country’s space programme, which 
would transform the lives of crores of Indi-
ans by connecting remote areas.

“Congrats to @isro for the successful 
launch of GSAT-11, which is the heaviest, 
largest and most-advanced high through-
put communication satellite of India,” he 
tweeted. “India is proud of our scientists, 
who keep innovating and setting high 
standards of scale, achievements and 
success. Their remarkable work inspires 

every Indian. @isro,” he said in another 
tweet. After a 30-minute light, GSAT-11, 
the 34th communication satellite built by 
the ISRO, separated from the Ariane 5 up-
per stage in an elliptical Geosynchronous 
Transfer Orbit.

The achieved orbit was very close to 
the intended one, it said. “The heaviest, 
largest and most powerful satellite ever 
built by India is successfully launched by 
Ariane-5,” ISRO Chairman K Sivan said at 
the launch complex, describing GSAT-11 
as the “richest space asset”for India.

Weighing about 5,854 kg, the next gen-
eration “high throughput” communication 
satellite GSAT-11 is the “heaviest” satellite 
built by the ISRO and has a designed life 
span of more than 15 years. GSAT-11, the 
top-of-the-line communication satellite in 

ISRO’s portfolio, is capable of providing 
high bandwidth connectivity with speeds 
of up to 16 gigabytes per second.

Post-separation, ISRO’s Master Control 
Facility at Hassan in Karnataka took over 
the command and control of GSAT-11 and 
found its health parameters normal, the 
ISRO said in a statement here.

The satellite is initially placed in the 
Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit and will 
be raised to the Geostationary Orbit 
(36,000 km above the equator) through 
phase-wise orbit-raising manoeuvres in 
the days ahead, using its on-board propul-
sion systems. GSAT-11 will be positioned 
at 74-degree east longitude in the geosta-
tionary orbit, the ISRO said, adding that 
subsequently, the two solar arrays and 
four antenna re lectors of the satellite will 

be deployed in orbit. The satellite will be 
operational after the successful comple-
tion of all in-orbit tests.

According to the ISRO, GSAT-11 will 
provide high data rate connectivity to us-
ers of Indian mainland and islands through 
32 user beams in Ku-band and 8 hub beams 
in Ka-band. Calling the satellite a forerunner 
in a series of advanced communications sat-
ellites with multi-spot beam antenna cover-
age over Indian mainland and islands, it said 
GSAT-11 will play a vital role in providing 
broadband services across the country and 
also be a platform to demonstrate new gen-
eration applications.

GSAT-11 is going to be the “richest 
space asset” for India, Sivan said. “It is 
going to provide something like 16 GBPS 
data link services to the country. 
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Wilder wants Fury rematch ‘ASAP’
L  A , D  5 (AFP): Deontay 
Wilder on Tuesday called for an im-
mediate rematch with Tyson Fury, 
dismissing claims from his British ri-
val he would attempt to avoid a return 
bout after their epic heavyweight duel 
in Los Angeles.

Wilder retained his World Boxing 
Council heavyweight crown on Satur-
day after a thrilling 12-round battle 
ended in a split decision draw at the 
Staples Center.

Fury, who many observers be-
lieve did enough to win despite being 
knocked down twice during the ight, 
said on Monday he feared Wilder would 
seek to duck a rematch “at all costs.”

However the 33-year-old Wilder 
on Tuesday rejected that claim in the 
strongest possible terms, saying a re-
match with Fury was his priority rather 
than a uni ication bout with WBA, IBF 
and WBO champion Anthony Joshua.

“I’m ready to do it again,” Wilder 
told reporters on a conference call.

“My main goal is Tyson Fury. I’m 
looking forward to giving him the re-
match as soon as possible.

“This is the biggest ight still in the 
heavyweight division, this is the most 
exciting ight in the heavyweight divi-
sion and we’re ready to give the fans 
what they want to see.”

Wilder snatched a draw on Saturday 
after Fury somehow recovered from a 
devastating 12th round knockdown by 
the American champion to inish the 
ight on his feet.

Wilder said Tuesday he would make 
no mistake in any possible rematch.

“He woke up from hell -- I want to 
put him back there,” Wilder said.

Fury, who only returned to boxing 
this year after nearly three years out 

of the ring as he struggled with depres-
sion, drink and drug problems, had 
said Monday he doubted Wilder would 
grant him a return.

“I’ve got a funny feeling he’s going to 
get his running shoes out and stay away 
from me at all costs,” Fury said.
- REMATCH INESCAPABLE -

However Wilder said a rematch was 
all but inescapable.

“Both sides de initely want (a re-
match) to happen. I don’t see why we 
wouldn’t. It’s a great ight and the 
build-up has already started. We can’t 
get away from this ight. It’s only right 
for us to go back in and do it again. I 
don’t want no other ights to happen 
between him or I before then. I want to 
give Tyson Fury the rematch ASAP.”

Wilder, who on Saturday had spoken 
enthusiastically about a possible uni-
ication ight with Joshua, meanwhile 

poured cold water on the idea on Tues-
day. Asked where he now saw Joshua’s 
place in the heavyweight pecking or-
der, Wilder replied: “I haven’t even 
thought about Joshua. They’re getting 
what they deserve.” Negotiations over 
a possible Wilder-Joshua showdown 
stalled earlier this year.

Wilder’s camp maintain they of-
fered 50 million to Joshua to accept a 
ight, a gambit dismissed by the Brit-

ish boxer’s manager Eddie Hearn as a 
“wonderful PR move.”

“They felt like they was the only 
people in boxing or the heavyweight di-
vision that people cared about,” Wilder 

said of the Joshua camp. “We don’t care 
about him no more.

“They had their opportunity. They 
had four months to have their opportu-
nity. But they led people on. Their ego 
got the best of them.

“So let them continue to fight the 
second tier fighters.” Wilder also 
dismissed criticism of the scoring of 
Saturday’s fight, adamant that Fury 
had not done enough to win. He was 
landing some punches but most of 
them was pitty-patter, they didn’t af-
fect me,” Wilder said.

“When you coming in here ighting 
the champion, you’ve got to be domi-
nant. You’ve got to take the title, and I 
don’t think Fury took the title. I felt like 
I won that ight, totally.

1st Test: India seek ix for No 6 as 
they brace for Battle Down Under

CHETAN NARULA
A , D  5 (PTI): An In-
dian team brimming with con-
idence will aim to finally shed 

the poor travellers’ tag when it 
takes on a circumspect Austra-
lia in what is being perceived 
as the tourists’ best opportu-
nity to win a Test series Down 
Under in 70 years.

While the narrative re-
mained same during the earlier 
tours of South Africa (1-2) and 
England (0-4), Virat Kohli and 
his men will like to walk the talk 
as India’s tough cycle of away 
assignment ends with this four-
Test series beginning at the Ade-
laide Oval on Thursday.

The series is even more im-
portant for Kohli as it would also 
de ine his legacy as a leader hav-
ing already established himself 
as world’s premier batsman.

India’s past Test record in 
Australia is quite abysmal. In 
44 Tests on Australian soil, they 
have only managed ive wins 
thus far.

In 70 years and over 11 
tours, only two drawn series, 
under Sunil Gavaskar in 1980-
81 and with Sourav Ganguly in 
charge in 2003-04 is more a re-
lection of temperament of tour-

ing sides over the years rather 
than quality.

While the idea will be to play 
aggressive cricket but Indian 
team management’s choice of 
12 with both Rohit Sharma and 
Hanuma Vihari in the mix is an 
indicator that they have climbed 
down from their aggressive 
ive-bowler ploy in order to get 

20 wickets.
Injured all-rounder Hardik 

Pandya’s absence does upset the 
balance of the side but getting 
an Australia side, which is still 
reeling under the after-effect of 
the ball tampering scandal with 
Steve Smith and David Warner 
serving their respective one-
year suspensions.

Rohit Sharma is a prime con-
tender for the extra batsman’s 
slot in Pandya’s absence.

He last played Test cricket in 
South Africa, and had a torrid 
time, managing only 78 runs 
in four innings while batting 
at number five. He is back in 
the mix, once again on the back 
of limited-overs’ form, and his 

ability to play horizontal bat 
shots well.

Tested against the English 
bowling attack at the Oval, 
rookie Vihari looked com-
fortable in scoring his maiden 
half-century there.

The Indian team manage-
ment has gone to great lengths 
trying to explain that the two 
scorelines aren’t necessarily 
true re lections of the contests, 
it remains to be seen if the les-
sons from those two prior tours 
have been learnt.

India have faced two key 
issues, and the irst has to do 
with the batting line-up not ir-
ing enough to support skipper 
Kohli.

While Kohli scored 286 runs 
in three Tests in South Africa, 
the next highest cumulative to-
tal was 119 by Hardik Pandya 
and he scored 93 of those in one 
innings at Cape Town.

Cheteshwar Pujara only 
managed 100 runs in three 
Tests, while Murali Vijay (102 
runs in three Tests) and KL Ra-
hul (30 runs in two Tests) came 
a cropper.

Opening issues continued to 
plague India in England as well. 
After only 26 runs in two Tests, 
Vijay was sent home.

While Rahul did scored 299 

runs in ive Tests there, 149 of 
those came in the inal innings 
of the series at the Oval.

His previous nine innings 
on tour yielded only 150 runs 
and 37 was his highest score, 
again in the first innings at 
the same ground. Shikhar 
Dhawan, who is not part 
of the current Test squad, 
scored 162 runs in four Tests.

In total, India used four dif-
ferent opening partnerships in 
eight Tests, including the Johan-
nesburg Test wherein Parthiv 
Patel opened with Vijay.

In the second innings. Over-
all, the opening pair averaged 
18.16 in three Tests in South 
Africa, and 23.70 in five Tests 
in England.

Further, it didn’t help that 
the middle-order didn’t start 
scoring runs until the third Test 
at Nottingham.

Pujara scored 278 runs in 
four Tests in England, albeit 
only managed 146 runs in sev-
en innings. Rahane too scored 
257 runs in ive Tests there, but 
only had two noticeable scores 
of 81 (at Nottingham) and 51 (at 
Southampton) therein.

That Kohli needs more 
support from other batsmen 
is a fact that has been noticed 
by Australia.

Prithvi Shaw’s ankle injury 
has opened doors for the Ra-
hul-Vijay combination.

In the past, captain Kohli 
has gone to great lengths to 
make room for Rahul dropping 
Rahane in South Africa (2018), 
dropping Pujara and himself 
moving up to number three 
against West Indies (at St. Lucia 
in 2016), and dropping Pujara 
against Australia (Sydney 2015).

The bowling attack is pre-
dictable with Ishant Sharma, 
Mohammed Shami, Jasprit Bum-
rah and R Ashwin making up 
four-pronged line-up.

It will go head-to-head 
with Australia’s similar four-
some of Mitchell Starc, Pat 
Cummins, Josh Hazelwood 
and Nathan Lyon.

Teams: India (12): Virat 
Kohli (capt), KL Rahul, Murali 
Vijay, Cheteshwar Pujara, Ajink-
ya Rahane, Rohit Sharma, Hanu-
ma Vihari, Rishabh Pant (wk), R 
Ashwin, Ishant Sharma, Jasprit 
Bumrah, Mohammed Shami.

Australia (playing eleven): 
Tim Paine (capt & wk), Marcus 
Harris, Aaron Finch, Usman Kha-
waja, Travis Head, Shaun Marsh, 
Peter Handscomb, Nathan Lyon, 
Mitchell Starc, Pat Cummins, 
Josh Hazlewood,

Match starts at: 5.30am IST.

Manchester City tops 
World Cup player 

pay-out table
P , D  5 (AFP): 
Manchester City received 
more money from FIFA 
than any other club from 
their players’ participa-
tion at the 2018 World 
Cup, the European Club 
Association (ECA) said 
on Tuesday.

World football’s gov-
erning body gave the 
Premier League champi-
ons just over USD 5 mil-
lion (4.4 million euros) 
in reference to their 
16 players selected for 
their national team for 
the tournament and the 
number of days each in-

dividual was in Russia.
Champions League 

winners Real Madrid 
earned USD 4.8m and 
Chelsea and Manches-
ter United both gained 
more than USD 3.6m.

Elsewhere in Eu-
rope, Paris Saint-Ger-
main received USD 3.9 
m for their 12 players, 
Serie A champions Ju-
ventus USD 3m and 
Bundesliga title hold-
ers Bayern Munich USD 
2.7m. The competition 
organisers paid USD 
209m to a total of 416 
clubs worldwide.

SC approves Centre’s draft 
witness protection scheme
N  D , D  5 
(PTI): The Supreme 
Court Wednesday ap-
proved the Centre’s 
draft witness protection 
scheme and asked all 
the states to implement 
it till Parliament comes 
out with a legislation.

A bench headed by 
Justice A K Sikri said 
that they have made 
some changes in the 
scheme.

The issue of wit-
ness protection scheme 
had cropped up earlier 
when the top court was 
hearing a public interest 
litigation (PIL) seeking 
protection for witness-
es in rape cases involv-
ing self-styled preacher 
Asaram Bapu.

During the hear-
ing on November 19, 
Attorney General K K 
Venugopal had told the 
apex court that the draft 
scheme, which has now 
been finalised, would be 
made into a law “in due 
course”, but till then the 
court should direct the 
states to start imple-
menting it.

The top court was 
also told by advocate 
Gaurav Agrawal, who 
is assisting the court as 
an amicus curiae in the 
matter, that the govern-
ment has finalised the 
draft witness protection 
scheme after discussing 
it with all the states.

The draft witness 
protection scheme, fi-
nalised in consultation 
with the National Le-
gal Services Authority 
(NALSA) and Bureau 
of Police Research and 
Development (BPRD), 
has three categories of 
witnesses based on the 
threat perception.

In April this year, the 
Centre had informed 
the top court that it had 
framed a draft witness 
protection scheme and 
it was circulated among 
the states and Union 
Territories administra-
tion for comments.

The court had asked 
the Centre to finalise 
the scheme after get-
ting response from 
the states and Union 
Territories. The court 
had said that witness 
protection scheme can 
be implemented for 
at least sensitive cas-
es and the Ministry 
of Home Affairs could 
come out with a com-
prehensive plan. The 
draft of the Witness 
Protection Scheme, 
2018 states that it is 
the first attempt at 
the national-level to 
holistically provide 
for the protection of 
the witnesses, which 
will go a long way in 
eliminating secondary 
victimization. The wit-

nesses, being eyes and 
ears of justice, play 
an important role in 
bringing perpetrators 
of crime to justice, the 
draft noted.

“This scheme at-
tempts at ensuring 
that witnesses receive 
appropriate and ade-
quate protection. This 
will go a long way 
in strengthening the 
criminal justice system 
in the country and will 
consequently enhance 
national security sce-
nario,” the draft said.

The types of pro-
tection measures en-
visaged under the 
scheme are to be ap-
plied in proportion to 
the threat and they are 
not expected to go on 
for infinite time, but 
are expected to be for 
a specific duration on 
need basis which is to 
be reviewed regularly.

Further, the scheme 
envisages that there 
should be safeguards 
that witnesses and 
accused do not come 
face to face during in-
vestigation or trial and 
adequate security mea-
sures should be there 
for the safety of the 
witnesses and all pos-
sible steps should be 
taken for expeditious 
completion of the trial 
of cases. The scheme 
provides for identity 
protection and giving 
a new identity to the 
witness. In the cases 
involving Asaram, pe-
titioners who are wit-
nesses, have sought a 
probe into the instances 
of alleged attacks and 
disappearances of wit-
nesses in these cases.

The top court had in 
March last year ques-
tioned Haryana and 
Uttar Pradesh over the 
status of implemen-
tation of witness pro-
tection schemes till 
then and had directed 
them to provide secu-
rity cover to witnesses 
in rape cases against 
Asaram, who is at pres-
ent in jail. While Uttar 
Pradesh has three such 
witnesses, Haryana has 
one. Section 195 A of 
the Indian Penal Code 
deals with witness pro-
tection.

Countries such as 
USA, United Kingdom, 
China, Italy, Canada, 
Hong Kong and Ireland 
have witness protection 
scheme. In 2003, Justice 
V Malimath Committee 
on criminal justice sys-
tem had recommended 
enacting a separate wit-
ness protection law and 
in 2006, the Law Com-
mission of India, in its 
198th report, provided 
for a draft witness pro-
tection law.

Serena, Nadal 
and Murray 
all con irmed 
for Australian 
Open
M , D  5 
(AFP): Serena Williams 
will make her return 
to the Australian Open 
for the irst time since 
winning in 2017 when 
eight-weeks pregnant, it 
was con irmed Wednes-
day, with virtually all the 
world’s top 100 players 
due at Melbourne Park.

That includes inju-
ry-prone Rafael Nadal and 
Andy Murray. Williams re-
turned from giving birth 
to her irst child to reach 
the 2018 Wimbledon and 
US Open inals, but suf-
fered upset losses in both 
to leave her stuck on 23 
major wins.Australian 
Open organisers said she 
was among the entries for 
the opening Grand Slam of 
the year as she attempts to 
equal Margaret Court’s re-
cord of 24. Her appearance 
will mark her irst major 
since her controversial rant 
at an umpire during the US 
Open inal loss to Naomi 
Osaka, which overshad-
owed the Japanese star’s big-
gest ever win.

In the aftermath, Rog-
er Federer said Williams 
“went too far”. “Sere-
na Williams, currently 
ranked 16, will make her 
highly anticipated return 
to Melbourne for the irst 
time since winning in 
2017 when eight-weeks 
pregnant with baby Alex-
is Olympia,” said tour-
nament organiser Craig 
Tiley. The evergreen 
Federer will be back to 
defend his title, along 
with long-time adversary 
Novak Djokovic. Caroline 
Wozniacki defends the 
women’s crown.

Organisers said the 
world’s top 102 women 
and top 101 men have all 
con irmed they will be 
playing. The only top-100 
absentee from the wom-
en’s draw is 74th-ranked 
Agnieszka Radwanska of 
Polandwho recently an-
nounced her retirement. 
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Indonesia hunts suspects in 
alleged Papua mass killing

W , D  5 (AFP): 
Indonesian soldiers 
hunted Wednesday for 
rebels suspected of kill-
ing a group of construc-
tion workers in restive 
Papua province, as an 
eyewitness account 
supplied by the military 
described a grisly mass 
execution.

The survivor’s ac-
count detailed the kill-
ing of at least 19 people, 
which if con irmed would 
mark the deadliest bout 
of violence in years to hit 
a region wracked for de-
cades by a low-level in-
dependence insurgency.

Some 150 military 
personnel were focusing 
their operation at Ndu-
ga, where employees of 
state-owned contractor 
Istaka Karya were build-
ing bridges and roads as 
part of efforts to boost 
infrastructure in the im-
poverished region.

Some Papuans resent 
Indonesia’s building ef-
forts, saying it is a way to 
exert more control over 
a region that shares a 
border with Papua New 
Guinea, an independent 
island nation.

Four workers -- in-
cluding three suffering 
gunshot wounds -- were 
among a dozen civilians 
who have been evacuat-
ed from the area so far.

“Today we are going 
to continue to evacuate 
any more victims and 
search for the perpe-

trators,” said Papua 
military spokesman Mu-
hammad Aidi.

On Wednesday, the 
military supplied an ac-
count from one survivor 
identi ied only by his 
initials “JA” who claimed 
about 50 rebels entered 
the workers’ camp on 
Saturday and led them 
away with their hands 
tied behind their backs.

The following day, the 
rebels shot dead a group 
of workers, while some 
tried to escape, the ac-
count said.

The attackers al-
legedly recaptured six 
workers and slit their 
throats, according to the 

uninjured witness, who 
said at least 19 employ-
ees had been killed in all.

Previous local me-
dia reports pegged the 
number of dead be-
tween 24 and 31, but 
authorities have yet 
confirm any killings.

AFP has con irmed 
with relatives that the 
witness worked for con-
tractor Istaka Karya in 
the area where the kill-
ings allegedly took place, 
but his account of a mas-
sacre could not be inde-
pendently veri ied.

Indonesia routinely 
blames separatists for 
violence in Papua and 
foreign media need per-

mission to report there 
so obtaining reliable in-
formation is dif icult.

The suspected kill-
ings came as more than 
500 activists -- including 
an Australian -- were ar-
rested in a nationwide 
police crackdown that 
coincided with rallies on 
December 1, a date many 
Papuans consider their 
anniversary of indepen-
dence from Dutch colo-
nialists.

Papua declared itself 
an independent nation 
on that date in 1961, 
but neighbouring Indo-
nesia took control of the 
resource-rich region by 
force in 1963. It of icially 

annexed Papua in 1969 
with a UN-backed vote, 
widely seen as a sham.

Jakarta keeps a tight 
grip on Papua, which 
experienced several 
spasms of violence this 
summer including the 
killing of three local peo-
ple, allegedly by rebels.

Much of the past vi-
olence, however, has 
involved skirmishes be-
tween rebel factions and 
Indonesian security forc-
es. The military has long 
been accused of rights 
abuses against Papua’s 
ethnic Melanesian popu-
lation including extraju-
dicial killings of activists 
and peaceful protestors.

Indian scientist explores 
way to grow crops in 

arsenic contaminated soil

ADITI KHANNA
L , D  5 (PTI): 
An Indian scientist in 
the UK is working on a 
way to grow crops in ar-
senic contaminated soil, 
a study which is likely 
to have wide ranging 
impact for farmers in 
north-eastern India.

Dr Mohan TC, from 
Dr Alex Jones Laboratory 
at the School of Life Sci-
ences at the University 
of Warwick, conducted 
a pilot study in trans-
genic Barley and is now 
looking at doing it in rice 
plants following funding 
from the Medical and Life 
Sciences Research Fund 
(MLSRF), UK. The univer-
sity made the announce-
ment on Wednesday, to 
mark World Soil Day on 
December 5.

“To stop the can-
cer-causing arsenic entry 
into the food chain, it is 
essential to develop safe 
crops, through restrict-
ing the translocation of 
arsenic to edible part,” 
he said. “In our current 
project, we are trying 
to manipulate cytokinin 
hormone in rice plants 
through genetic engi-
neering and we expect to 
increase the roots detox-
i ication capacity of the 
transgenic rice,” he said.

Warwick University 
said that arsenic in soil 
is a worldwide problem. 
The chemical is carcino-
genic and is naturally 
found in water supplies 
and soil, particularly in 
parts of North-east India 
and Bangladesh.

Arsenate is the most 
abundant form of arse-
nic and is structurally 
similar to phosphate. 
Therefore, it is easily in-
corporated in to plant 
cells through phosphate 
uptake pathway the pro-
cess of the roots absorb-
ing nutrients.

However, when a 
plant absorbs arsenic 
it can translocate it up 
to the edible part of the 
plant ultimately arse-
nic enters food chain. 
Plants have an inherent 
capacity to cope with 
arsenic stress by pro-
ducing metal-chelating 
peptides called phyoche-
latins (PCs).

PCs detoxify the ar-
senic and restrict the 
movement of arsenic in 
the roots, which in turn 
helps to reduce the root-
to-shoot translocation of 
arsenic. Phyochelatins 
are therefore essential 
in trapping the arsenic 
absorbed by the plant in 
the roots.

Scientists at the Uni-
versity of Warwick want-
ed to make plants with 
more phytochelatins in 
the roots, to stop any 
of the arsenic escaping 
and travelling up the 
shoot to the edible part 
of the plant.

The university said 
this is being done by 
making transgenic plants 
with reduced cytokinin 
hormone in the roots, 
which means phytochel-
atin is boosted and can 
detoxify and hold more 
arsenic in the root.

Theresa May triggers Brexit 
showdown in Parliament

ADITI KHANNA
L , D  4 (PTI): 
British Prime Minister 
Theresa May on Tuesday 
opened a debate in the 
House of Commons on 
her Brexit deal, setting 
the stage for a show-
down with MPs across 
party lines opposed to 
the proposals on offer.

The marathon debate 
is set to last ive days be-
fore a crunch vote on the 
Withdrawal Agreement 
struck with the European 
Union on December 11.

An embattled May 
has been combatting 
pressure from differ-
ent sides of the House, 
including the Northern 
Irish Democratic Union-
ist Party (DUP) which 
props up her Conserva-
tive Party government 
by providing crucial 10 
MPs for a majority in the 
Commons. The deal ne-
gotiated by her and the 
EU has to be backed by a 
majority of MPs if it is to 
come into force.

“No backstop means 
no deal,” she told MPs in 
her opening statement in 
the Commons, in refer-
ence to the most conten-
tious aspect of the With-
drawal Agreement which 
some fear will keep the 
UK within an EU-wide 
Customs Union even af-
ter Brexit. “The backstop 
is not a trick to trap us in 
the EU,” she said, in an 
obvious attempt to sway 
members of her own par-
ty who have been voicing 
concerns over the issue.

While the pros-
pects of her deal pass-
ing through Parliament 
remain in doubt, her 
ministers faced a rare a 
contempt-of-Parliament 
challenge over its deci-
sion not to release the 
full legal advice on the 
Brexit deal. The govern-
ment suffered a bruising 
defeat on the motion, 
forcing it to publish the 
advice in coming days.

Attorney General 
Geoffrey Cox had pub-
lished an overview on 
Monday but Opposition 
parties say that by lim-
iting the information re-
leased, ministers ignored 
a binding Commons vote 
demanding they release 
the full advice. “It’s about 
parliamentary democra-

cy and guaranteeing that 
MPs have the informa-
tion they need to know 
-- precisely what the 
government has negoti-
ated with the European 
Union,” said Labour’s 
shadow Brexit secretary, 
Sir Keir Starmer.

The issue triggered a 
back and forth between 
the government and the 
Parliament’s Privileges 
Committee, causing fur-
ther Brexit related cha-
os in Parliament as MPs 
questioned government 
ministers over the issue 
in the Commons on Tues-
day. Many believe May’s 
deal is lawed because of 
a “backstop” that could 
keep the UK tied to EU 
customs rules in the 
event no future trade 
deal can be agreed. The 
demands for the pub-
lication of the full legal 
advice is the only way 
seen as a de initive way 
to establish whether that 
would in fact be the case.

Both Leave and Re-
main wings of May’s own 
party are opposed to the 
current deal, claiming 
that a better agreement 
can be negotiated or 
that the public should 
have the final say in a 
referendum. A petition 
calling for a so-called 
“People’s Vote”, or an-
other referendum, if 
Parliament rejects the 
Brexit deal has attract-
ed nearly 92,000 sig-
natures, just shy of the 
100,000 needed for Par-
liament to consider the 
issue for a debate.

Meanwhile, in what 
came as a welcome 
boost to anti-Brexiteers, 
the European Court of 
Justice’s (ECJ) advocate 
general on Tuesday con-
irmed that the UK would 

be legally able to stop 
Brexit unilaterally.

In a written state-
ment, the ECJ said Cam-
pos Sanchez-Bordona’s 
legal opinion was that 
if a country decided to 
leave the EU, it should 
also have the power to 
change its mind during 
the two-year exit pro-
cess specified in Article 
50 of the EU treaty. And 
it should be able to do 
so without needing the 
consent of the other 27 
member states.

It has been pounced 
upon as the proof re-
quired to counter argu-
ments that the process 
would be dif icult to 
reverse, even if Britain 
was to change its mind 
over Brexit. While the 
advocate general’s opin-
ions are not binding, 
the ECJ tends to follow 
them in the majority of 
its inal rulings. The an-
ti-Brexit politicians and 
campaigners who had 
brought the case in the 
ECJ hope it will give MPs 
an extra option when 
considering whether to 
approve May’s draft deal 
or not, because it could 
keep alive the prospect 
of calling off Brexit - po-
tentially through another 
referendum.

With the battle lines 
now drawn, May has en-
tered one of her most 
challenging weeks in 
power as she will seek to 
convince MPs on all sides 
that the deal she has se-
cured is the best possible 
one for the country to de-
liver on the public verdict 
in favour of Brexit in the 
June 2016 referendum.

“To deliver on that 
vote, we need to deliver a 
Brexit that respects the 
decision of the British 
people - a Brexit that 
takes back control of 
our borders, laws and 
money,” she has repeat-
edly said.

“This is the deal that 
delivers for the British 
people,” she insists.

The Conservative 
Party chief whip, Julian 
Smith, who is responsible 
for getting party MPs in 
line during a government 
vote in Parliament has 
stressed that he remains 
con ident May’s Brexit 
deal will pass through 
the House of Commons 
next week.

However, with just a 
week to go for the cru-
cial vote next Tuesday, 
the outcome remains 
uncertain with many 
wondering if the Brit-
ish PM can really pull 
off what looks like an 
impossible situation.

Britain is scheduled 
to leave the EU on March 
29 next year under the 
Article 50 process set in 
motion after the referen-
dum over two years ago.  

Vijay Mallya offers to repay 100 per 
cent of the principal loan to banks

L , D  5 (PTI): 
Fugitive liquor baron Vi-
jay Mallya on Wednesday 
appealed to various Indi-
an banks to accept his 
offer to pay back 100 
per cent of the principal 
loan amount he owes to 
them, days ahead of a 
UK court’s decision on 
his plea not to extradite 
him to India.

The 62-year-old for-
mer King isher Airline 
boss, who has been on 
bail in the UK on an extra-
dition warrant since his 
arrest in April last year, 
is ighting extradition to 
India on charges of fraud 
and money laundering 
amounting to around Rs 
9,000 crores.

In a series of tweets, 
the embattled business-
man said that the huge 
loans he took from banks 
went into keeping his 
now-defunct King isher 
Airlines a loat despite 
high jet fuel prices.

“Airlines struggling 
inancially partly be-

cause of high ATF pric-
es. King isher was a fab 
airline that faced the 
highest ever crude pric-
es of USD 140/barrel. 
Losses mounted and 
that’s where Banks mon-

ey went . I have offered 
to repay 100 per cent of 
the principal amount to 
them. Please take it (sic).”

Mallya also claimed 
that his vast liquor 
empire, the United 
Breweries, contribut-
ed “handsomely” to the 
state exchequer.

“Sad loss of the inest 
Airline but still I offer 
to pay Banks so no loss. 
Please take it,” he said.

“Politicians and the 
media are constantly 
talking loudly about my 
being a defaulter who 
has run away with PSU 
Bank money. All this is 
false. Why don’t I  get 
fair treatment and 
the same loud noise 
about my comprehen-
sive settlement offer be-
fore the Karnataka High 
Court,” he said.

“I see the quick media 
narrative about my ex-
tradition decision. That 
is separate and will take 
its own legal course. The 
most important point 
is public money and I 
am offering to pay 100 
pr cent back. I humbly 
request the banks and 
Government to take it,” 
he said.

Mallya’s tweets came 

hours after alleged 
AgustaWestland VVIP 
chopper deal middle-
man Christian Michel 
was brought to India 
from Dubai, the irst 
successful extradition 
since India initiated sim-
ilar proceedings against 
economic offenders like 
Mallya, Nirav Modi and 
Mehul Choksi.

A ruling at the end of 
Mallya’s extradition trial 
is expected at Westmin-
ster Magistrates’ Court in 
London on December 10.

The extradition trial, 
which opened at the Lon-
don court on December 4 
last year, is aimed at lay-
ing out a prima facie case 
of fraud against Mallya 
and establishing there 
are no bars to him being 
extradited to face Indian 
courts over the allega-
tions relating to loans 
made out to his now-de-
funct King isher Airlines.

In separate legal pro-
ceedings, the business-
man had also lost his ap-
peal in the UK’s Court of 
Appeal against a High 
Court order in favour 
of 13 Indian banks to 
recover funds amount-
ing to nearly 1.145 bil-
lion pounds.
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EtCETERA

FULL EXCITEMENT!  Actor Jason Momoa is 
animated while greeting fans in The Big Apple.
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ARIES: Bring things back into bal-
ance, Aries. You’ve probably been 
so focused on yourself that you’ve 
completely forgotten about others. 
It ’s t ime to fi l l  in the rest of the 
equation and take into account what 
other people feel. Balance is cru-
cial in every part of your l i fe so that 
you maintain a healthy viewpoint. 
A clear mind allows you to see the 
truth of what’s really going on.
TAURUS:This is a good day to look 
at the big picture and discuss your 
ideas with others, Taurus. As you 
walk down the street, make sure 
you pay attention to what’s going 
on around you. If you continue to 
be preoccupied by one issue, you 
may never see some of the oth-
er important pieces of the greater 
whole even though they’re obvious 
to everyone else.
GEMINI:You wil l be in an excellent 
mood, Gemini, and find your posi-
tive attitude amplif ied as you come 
into contact with more and more 

people. The one thing to watch out 
for today is laziness. There may be 
a great deal of it going around, es-
pecially in your camp. Don’t waste 
the good energy of the day sitt ing 
around and doing nothing - even 
though it ’s quite tempting.
CANCER:Speak your mind clearly, 
Cancer. Other people aren’t mind 
readers l ike you are. If you keep 
waiting for someone to figure out 
what you’re thinking, it wil l be a 
long time before the truth comes 
out. Give people a break and let 
them know what’s going on in-
side your head. Communication 
is important, and today it begins 
with you. LEO:You can soar to 
great heights on a moment’s notice 
today, Leo. There’s a fast-paced, 
socially minded quality to the day 
that wil l encourage people to share 
more of themselves with others. 
You wil l f ind a great deal of sup-
port from many different people 
now. Welcome this help with open 

arms. Don’t try to do things by 
yourself when you’re surrounded 
by such a strong team spirit.
VIRGO:Try to see the positive in 
people, Virgo. Relax and don’t get 
so worked up over your internal 
drama. You’re the one responsible 
for creating this turmoil. Find com-
fort in a creative project. Do some-
thing that you love to do that makes 
you truly happy. There’s an expan-
sive feeling in the air that’s l ikely to 
amplify whatever mood you project.
LIBRA:You should find that the ad-
venturous side of you has the sup-
port of your emotions, Libra. These 
two parts of your spirit are work-
ing in harmony to help you stretch 
beyond your l imits. Push into new 
realms and ask questions when 
you don’t understand something. 
SCORPIO:Dress in your very best 
today, Scorpio. Feel free to kick up 
your heels and take on the town. 
This is a great t ime to go out with 
friends, socialize, and have a fab-

ulous time. Put your worries aside 
and join a group for some light-
hearted fun and merriment. Keep a 
smile on your face and you wil l f ind 
that you can walk through any door 
you choose.
S :You wil l f ind that the 
more peaceful and understanding 
you are today, Sagittarius, the bet-
ter off you wil l be in general. Doors 
wil l open and people wil l welcome 
you with great fanfare. Be the dip-
lomat instead of the warrior. Focus 
on the positive aspects of the equa-
tion instead of the negative. Luck and 
prosperity will come your way when you 
have this attitude wherever you go.
CAPRICORN: Make sure you leave 
things in better condition than you 
found them, Capricorn. This is a 
good time to tidy your personal 
space and the environment. This 
is also a great t ime to do some 
shopping for yourself. Just be care-
ful that you don’t spend too much 
money. When beautiful things catch 

your eye, it might be hard for you 
to resist them, regardless of how 
much they cost.
AQUARIUS: This is one of those 
days in which it ’s easier to be your-
self, Aquarius. Don’t feel l ike you 
need to change your personality 
to fit a situation. You naturally add 
an important dynamic to the group. 
Your detached, unbiased, and 
knowledgeable view of the situation 
wil l be an important asset to to-
day’s events. People would do well 
to l isten to you, so be bold when 
expressing yourself.
PISCES: Communication is a key 
part of the day, Pisces. You wil l f ind 
that a great deal of information is 
available to you when you ask for 
it. You can pull from many differ-
ent resources, so don’t be afraid to 
tap the different wells available to 
you. Emotionally, this may not be 
the best day for you, but you can 
overcome this as long as you keep 
a l ighthearted, optimistic approach.

Johnny Depp feared Tom Hanks would 
replace him on ‘Edward Scissorhands’

L  A , D  4 (PTI): 
An old interview of Johnny 
Depp has resurfaced where 
the actor talks about of his 
fear of getting replaced by 
Tom Hanks from his break-
out film “Edward Scissor-
hands”.

In the 1990 dark fanta-
sy feature, directed by Tim 
Burton, Depp played an ar-
tificial man named Edward 
who has scissor blades in-
stead of hands.

The ilm was instrumental 
in the success of Depp and his 
co-star Winona Ryder and it 
is considered a cult classic by 
many ilm a icionados.

The interview, conducted 
by host Charlie Rose in 1999, 
was unearthed by The Hol-
lywood Reporter. During his 
discussion with Rose, the ac-
tor said he was con ident that 
he was going to be ired from 
the ilm as Burton would rehearse with the whole cast, except 
for him. “He didn’t know exactly what I was going to do when 
I walked on the set, the same thing with Ed Wood. In fact, I 
spent the irst two weeks of Ed Wood and Scissorhands and 
Sleepy Hallow thinking I was going to be ired, that I was going 
to be replaced. But luckily Tim was happy with the stuff, and I 
didn’t lose my job,” Depp said.

Rose refused to believe the actor but Depp recounted an 
incident from “Edward Scissorhands” sets that convinced him 
that Hanks would soon replace him.

“I can remember when we were doing ‘Scissorhands’ we 
were living in this sort of resort, some kind of country club 

thing, and there was a knock on the door ... one afternoon 
while everyone was off rehearsing. There were two young 
girls at the door and I thought, ‘Oh, they found me and maybe 
they want me to sign something, I don’t know.’

“So, I opened the door and said, ‘How do you do?’ and they 
said, ‘Hi. Is Tom Hanks here? Does he live here?’ I said, ‘What? 
No. Not yet.’ And I was convinced that Hanks would be replac-
ing me. I was convinced. It was one of the most frightening 
moments in my career.” Depp collaborations with Burton con-
tinued after “Edward Scissorhands” and some of their most 
notable works include “Sleepy Hollow”, “Charlie and the Choc-
olate Factory”, “Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet 
Street” and “Alice in Wonderland”, among others.

Jennifer Garner Sends an Adorable 
Message to Ex-Boyfriend Michael Vartan 

Be still, our nostalgic 
beating hearts. 

Attention, Alias 
fans—this week is a 

special one for you. Jen-
nifer Garner triggered 
all the feels on Tues-
day when she shared 
an adorable message 
for the Vaughn to her 
Sydney—Michael Var-
tan, of course. The actor 
celebrated a milestone 
birthday on Tuesday and 
Garner did not forget. 

“Can you believe this 
baby face is 50?! Happy 
birthday, #MichaelVar-
tan,” she captioned a 
throwback shot of them 
in character. “#alwaysa-
nALIASgirl#sydneyand-
vaughnforever.”

As fans well know, 
the on-screen pair brie ly dated behind the 
scenes after Garner iled for divorce from her 
irst husband, Felicity co-star Scott Foley. 

With both stars now divorced from their 
signi icant others, the question was recently 
posed to Vartan about the possibility of them 
ever getting back together.

Cardi B and Offset 
Break Up After 1 
Year of Marriage 

‘Zero’ is about romancing life not 
just surviving, says Aanand L Rai

K  P

Shah Rukh Khan may have ro-
manced some of the biggest 

leading ladies in the Hindi ilm 
industry, but ilmmaker Aanand 
L Rai says in “Zero”, he has made 
the superstar fall in love with life.

In the ilm, Shah Rukh is play-
ing a vertically challenged man 
Bauua, who is in the search of the 
love of his life. The ilm features 
Anushka Sharma and Katrina 
Kaif as female leads.

“The film is about incom-
pleteness of any form - be it 
emotional or physical. But it has 
nothing to do with happiness. 
The film is about ‘let’s celebrate 
life in any form’. This film makes 
me feel very dreamy.

“I being on wheelchair can 
be a happier person than you. 
It is about accepting all the 
flaws and weaknesses and 
celebrate life. It is about ro-
mancing life not surviving. 
Don’t survive... live,” Rai told 
PTI in an interview.

The director says even 
though his lead character is ver-
tically challenged and Anush-
ka’s role is that of a woman with 
cerebral palsy, he does not want 
the audiences to feel “sympa-
thetic” towards them.

“I never wanted anybody to 
have sympathy or to have pity 
on my characters. As I have not 
treated them that ways. He be-
ing vertically challenged per-
son, she being on the wheel 
chair becomes secondary, 
what becomes primary is the 
chemistry, the wit and the hu-

mour, this should be the way 
to see people.”

Set in Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, 
“Zero” falls in the same slice-of-
life bracket that Rai is known 
for. “’Zero’ is all about soul. 
This looks huge because of the 
demand of the story. But it is a 
very simple film,” he says.

Rai has been working on the 
film for about five years. The 
director says the basic idea al-
ways revolved around a verti-
cally challenged person and he 
wanted to make the film on a 
huge scale.

“I had the idea before ‘Tanu 
Weds Manu Returns’. It was al-
ways a heavy film, it was always 
with VFX. That time there was 
an idea, we had a vertically 
challenged man then also.”

Shah Rukh is facing lull at 
the box office as his few of his 
previous films including “Fan” 
and “Jab Harry Met Sejal” have 
not minted money. Rai, howev-
er, says only someone of Shah 
Rukh’s status could have taken 
the risk of doing the film.

“His last couple of films have 
not done that well as expected 
but he went ahead and said ‘yes’ 
to a film. That is tough. But who 
else can afford to do this?

“Only Shah Rukh could have 
done this... when people are 
expecting you to do something 
that just works on box office. 
He is doing both something that 
works at the box of ice and intro-
duce something new.”

The ilm will arrive in the-
atres on December 21.

Cardi B and Offset appear to be calling it quits.
On Tuesday evening, the “Bodak Yellow” rap-

per took to Instagram with a big announcement 
for her fans.

As it turns out, the Grammy nominee and Off-
set are not together anymore.

“So everybody been bugging me and every-
thing and you know, I’ve been trying to work 
things out with my baby father for a hot minute 
now and we’re really good friends and you know 
we’re really good business partners,” Cardi B ex-
plained in her video. “He’s always somebody that 
I run to to talk to and we got a lot of love for each 
other but things just haven’t been working out be-
tween us for a long time and it’s nobody’s fault.”

She continued, “I guess we grew out of love, 
but we’re not together anymore. I don’t know. It 
might take time to get a divorce and I’m gonna al-
ways have a lot of love for him because he is my 
daughter’s father and yah.”


