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one more tests positive, sikkim’s covid-19 tally rises to 3
summiT reporT
GANGTOK, 04 Jun: 

One more person from Sikkim has tested 
positive for COVID-19 on Thursday 

taking the total number of COVID-19 positive 
cases in the State to three. The man from 
South Sikkim, who arrived in Sikkim from 
Mumbai today, had got tested in Mumbai 
before departing and his test result was 
received this afternoon over the phone after 
he had already boarded an SNT bus at NJP 
railway station. The patient is asymptomatic 
and has been admitted in the isolation ward 
of STNM hospital.

Addressing the media, Health Department 
Director General-cum-Secretary, Dr PT 
Bhutia confirmed that a person from South 
Sikkim has tested positive for COVID-19.
He informed that there were 13 persons in 
the SNT bus including the driver which was 
headed for South Sikkim and arrangements 
were made to drop the patient first at 
Rangpo check-post to bring him to STNM 
hospital. The bus was then sent back to Melli 
to ferry the other passengers hailing from 
South Sikkim. 

“We have instructed the concerned 
authority at Melli to keep all in that bus 

separately until testing is done since they 
are primary contacts,” he informed. 

He mentioned that the patient was 
brought to STNM hospital from Rangpo 
and admitted to the isolation ward of STNM 
hospital. It is informed that the authorities 
have started the contact tracing process.

“We have been informed that there 
weren’t many people and no other 
person from Sikkim in his bogey of the 
train traveling from Mumbai but we have 
informed authorities of other north-
eastern states who shared the bogey with 
the patient as a safety measure,” Dr Bhutia 

said.  
Dr Bhutia urged the people not to 

panic and believe rumours or fake news 
and assured that the medical staff is well-
equipped to handle the situation.

It has to be mentioned here that 191 
Sikkimese from Mumbai reached NJP station 
in a special train this afternoon and were 
sent to Sikkim in 14 buses in a staggered 
manner by maintaining social distancing. 
Eight buses brought 112 people of South 
and West Districts to Melli and six buses to 
Rangpo for 79 people from North and East 
districts.

minister lays foundation stone 
forrangshang steel Bridge

Gyalshing, 04 Jun 
(ipr):
The Minister-
cum-Area MLA of 
GyalshingBermiok 
c o n s t i t u e n c y , 
LokNath Sharma 
laid the foundation 
stone of Rangshang 
Steel Bridge over 
College Khola at 
RangshangDobhan, 
this afternoon. The 
Bhumi puja was also 
held before laying 
the foundation 
stone.

M i n i s t e r 
Sharma was also 
a c c o m p a n i e d 
by the District 
Collector West, 
Karma R Bonpo; 
Additional Chief 

Engineer, Thupden 
Bhutia; Additional 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
of Police, 
N a h k u l P r a d h a n ; 
Divisional Forest 
Officer (T),Tenzing 
N Bhutia and 
concerned officials.

While speaking to 
the media Minister 
Sharma expressed 
his gratitude to 

the Chief Minister 
of Sikkim for 
sanctioning the long 
pending demand 
of the public and 
also extended 
thankfulness to the 
concerned Minister 
Incharge, District 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
and the officials 
of Road & Bridges 
Department for their 

consistent support 
to fullfill the genuine 
public demand.

He also 
anticipated that the 
construction of the 
bridge will certainly 
resolve the need 
of much awaited 
road connectivity 
between Bermiok 
and Gyalshing, 
permanently. The 
construction of 
Bridge will shorten 
the distance 
between Bermiok 
and Gyalshing to 
29kms only. Further, 
he briefed on future 
roadmap to develop the 
vicinity as tourism hub by 
exploring the tourism 
potential extensively, 

thereby benefiting the 
local public in terms of 
economy and socially 
as well.

Thereafter, he 
inspected the ongoing 
construction of Buda 
NilaKanthaDham at 
Chandabung under 
Chingthang GPU. He 
took stock of work 
progress and advised 
for applaudable 
engineering works 
to ensure exemplary 
tourist destination.

Milan Samaj of 
Omchung, Gyalshing 
handed over an 
amount of Rs. 3100/- 
to the Minister-Area 
MLA for the Chief 
Minister’s Relief 
Fund.

SKM Legislators meet, resolve 
to make party stronger

SUMMIT REPORT
Gangtok, 04 Jun: 

The 9th Legislators 
meet of Sikkim 

Krantikari Morcha 
was held here at 
Samman Bhawan on 
Wednesday evening. 

The meeting, 
which was chaired 
by Chief Minister 
PS Tamang [Golay], 
was attended by all 
the SKM legislators 
along with Advisors 
to the CM, Political 
Secretary to the CM 
and Confidential 
Secretary to the CM. 

A press release 
from Confidential 
Secretary to the CM, 
Bikash Basnet, who 
is also the Chief 
Coordinator for 
Press & Publicity, 
SKM, informs that 
after a welcome 
address by Minister 
Arun Upreti, the 
CM placed various 
agendas of the 
meeting. 

The release 
mentions that 
on behalf of SKM 
legislators, the 
CM greeted all 
party workers on 
completing one 
year in government 
and asserted that 
this government 
will give justice to 
all hardworking 
workers and 
supporters of the 
party. 

The CM stressed 
upon strengthening 
v a r i o u s 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
under SKM party 
including district 
level committee, 
constituency level 
committees as well 
as block level and 
ward level. He also 
requested all MLAs to 
work on this process 
in accordance 
with guidelines 
issued by the party 
headquarters. 

The release 
mentions that the CM 
expressed heartfelt 
gratitude towards 
the generosity of 
all the legislators, 
advisors and 
party workers for 
contributing sum of 
Rs 10 lakhs towards 
CM relief fund and Rs 
11 lakhs towards PM 
Cares fund to combat 
COVID19. 

He remarked that 
it was praiseworthy 
that at this time of 
distress the party 
extended support to 
the country and the 
state. 

The release 
mentions that 
Sikkim Garib Awas 
Yojana was a flagship 
programme of the 
SKM government 
which  aims to 
construct 100 houses 
in each constituency. 
The CM called on 

all legislators to 
select beneficiaries 
without any 
discrimination. This 
housing scheme 
is purely for rural 
areas while for 
urban areas, as 
the government is 
planning Sikkim 
Urban Awas Yojana. 

On the same, 
the CM suggested 
that the legislators 
list out another 
beneficiaries list 
to cover house up 
gradation, GCI sheets 
etc. He informed that 
the government will 
allocate separate 
budgets for small 
scale civil works 
like Jhora-training 
besides NC budget 
allocation. 

During this 
financial year, the 
government has 
made a budget 
provision for 
construction of 
roads in the various 
constituencies, for 
which the CM has 
asked legislators 
to identify projects 
in their respective 
areas. 

The meeting 
also applauded 
the government’s 
decision to provide 
grants to farmers 
on their agricultural 
products. 

Turn Page 2

191 sikkimese return from mumbai
Gangtok, 04 Jun 
[IPR]: The Shramik 
Train from Mumbai 
ferrying 191 
Sikkimese returnees 
reached NJP at 
12:15 Thursday 
afternoon. 
The returnees were 
received at the 
station by officers 
and staff of SNT-
Siliguri and were 
sent to Sikkim in 14 
buses in a staggered 
manner duly 
maintaining social 
distancing. 

Eight buses plied 
to Melli [South/ 
West] and six to 
Rangpo [North/ 
East]. 

The last bus left 
NJP station at 2 PM. 

Of the returnees, 

112 are from South 
and West districts 
and 79 are from 
North and East 
districts.  

There were 60 
persons from West, 

52 from South, 76 
from East and 3 from 
North District, as per 
official information 
received from 
DGM, SNT Siliguri, 
Bhupendra Chettri.

Foundation stone laid 
for bridge at Sirthang

rudra KaushiK
Gyalshing, 04 Jun: 

Ag r i c u l t u r e 
M i n i s t e r 

Loknath Sharma, 
who is also the 
area MLA, laid 
the foundation 
stone for a bridge 
at Sirthang under 
Gyalshing-Bermiok 
constituency on 
Thursday. 

The bridge will 
connect Gyalshing 
with Bermiok and 
is being constructed 
over Kalej Khola. 

Thus far, a 
temporary iron 
bridge has been 
used as a ‘crossover’ 
medium. 

The construction 
project of the 50 

metre long bridge 
is being initiated 
by Roads & Bridges 
Department through 
a local contractor at 
the project cost of Rs 
8.56 crore. 

The bridge 
creates the shortest 
distance between 
Gyalshing and other 
places of West Sikkim 
such as Bermiok, 
Rinchenpong, Soreng 
and Sombaria.

Minister Sharma 
stressed for quality 
to be maintained in 
the construction and 
added that there will 
be no compromise 
as far as quality is 
concerned. 

Turn Page 2 
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LAND FOR SALE 
A land measuring an area for  50x32 1/2  at Road-
side just below housing colony is for sale. It is 
just a  one minute walking distance from Namchi 
bazaar taxi stand. Interested party may contact 
9593373387 and 9434406761

LAND FOR SALE 
An area measuring 1 acre at Sadam South Sikkim 
near Loretto Convent School at Gupti road. Price 
negotiable any one interested can contact:

78640-04501,62970-03235, 98320-48410

GENERAL LAND FOR SALE
General land 30X40 (3 Plots) available for sale 

at  Tadong 6th Mile next to Harka Maya College. 
Flat Land no cutting required. Price 27 Lakhs 

(negotiable).
Contact: 9800201335
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to book 
advertisements in sum-
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governor’s message on world environment day
Summit Report
Gangtok, 04 Jun:
“It is with profound 
concern that we 
stand today to 
celebrate the World 
Environment Day, 
2020. The concern 
this time is more 
about mankind 
rather than 
environment. As 
the world is amidst 
the greatest crises 
humanity has ever 
faced since the 
Spanish flu, the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
has claimed lives 
unprecedented by 
any epidemic seen 
so far. Hence we 
stand united against 
the pandemic with 
the country and the 
entire world. We 
deeply sympathize 
with all the people 
who have lost their 
loved ones to this 
virus and also salute 
all the frontline 
workers who have 
relentlessly offered 

their services for 
the healing and 
containing of this 
outbreak day and 
night.

Therefore, this 
year’s message on 
the day of celebrating 
environment and 
biodiversity could 
not contain the mirth 
but observance of 
solidarity. However, 
we look forward 
to harmonious 
existence in 
the future with 
environment for our 
strength lies in its 
management. Sikkim 
has been a beacon of 
hope even in such an 
hour when it could 
prevent the entry of 
this silent killer for 
the longest possible 
time. We are blessed 
with nature’s 
bounty, and a wealth 
of natural splendour 
that we have come to 
respect. Our culture 
imbibes the ethos 
of conservation 

inherently in our 
practices. Hence this 
world environment 
day, I call upon my 
fellow Sikkimese 
to learn and revive 
the old ways of 
life that aligned so 
harmoniously with 
nature and brought 
forth a beautiful and 
healthy co-existence 
between man and 
environment.

Sikkim is 
bestowed with 
majestic mountains, 
beautiful hills and 
valleys, crystal clear 
water falls, springs 
and lakes, rivers 
and streams, steep 
and undulating 
terrains, snow clad 

mountains, low 
lying land ranging 
from altitude of 
310m (Jorethang) 
to 8586m (Mt 
Khangchendzonga) 
above mean sea level 
(MSL). Sikkim is 
blessed with varied 
flora and fauna 
falling within the 
Eastern Himalayas, 
which is one of the 
mega-biodiversity 
hotspots. The State 
is a repository of 
endemic flora, rare 
and endangered 
species of animals, 
high value medicinal 
plants etc. Sikkim is 
a botanist’s paradise. 
There are mainly 
five forest types 
in Sikkim namely 
Sub-Tropical, Moist 
Mixed Deciduous, 
Wet Temperate, 
Conifer and Sub-
Alpine forest.

Within an area 
of 7096 sq. Km, the 
State has a healthy 
30.77% of landmass 

under Protected 
Area Network, 
comprising of seven 
Wildlife Sanctuaries 
and one National 
Park, which is highest 
in the country. 
Khangchendzonga 
National Park is 
also a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site 
declared in July 
2016.

The State 
has a recorded 
assemblage of more 
than 4000 species 
of flowering plants. 
Among these most 
prominent are 
more than 500 
species of orchids 
and 40 species of 
r h o d o d e n d r o n s . 
More than 1100 
types of plants 
found in Sikkim 
are known to have 
some medicinal 
value or the other. 
We also have rich 
faunal biodiversity 
with more than 
570 species of 

birds, which forms 
a substantial 
proportion of almost 
half of those found in 
India and 650 types 
of butterflies and 
moths.

With such a wealth 
of biodiversity it 
wouldn’t be incorrect 
to say that Sikkim 
resonates perfectly 
with this year’s 
theme of World 
Environment Day 
that is ‘Celebrating 
Biodiversity’. We 
as the citizens 
of this beautiful 
Himalayan State, let 
us come together 
and  supplement 
the effort of the 
government towards 
conservation of our 
rich environment 
and biodiversity and 
be part of  various 
programmes meant 
to achieve this goal. 

A Happy World 
Environment Day 
to all my fellow 
Sikkimese.”

contribution towards 
cm’s relief Fund

summiT reporT
GANGTOK, 04 JuN:

A team of 10 
members of the 

Sri Sathya SaiSeva 
O r g a n i s a t i o n , 
Sikkim, led by the 
State president, 
P u n a m P r a d h a n 
called on Chief 
Minister, PS Tamang 
today and handed 
over a contribution 
of Rs. 1,51,000 to 
the CM’s Relief 
Fund which was 
contributed by 
members of the 
organization, a press 
release informs.

The delegation 
also thanked the 
CM for the efficient 
manner with 
which the state 
administration has 
handled the present 

situation caused 
by the pandemic 
and also expressed 
gratitude for helping 
to bring the sevadals 
and students 
from Sikkim who 
were stranded at 
Puttaparthi. 

Apart from this, 
MrPradhan also 
appraised the CM 
on the structure, 
functioning and 
various activities 
undertaken by the 
organisation in all the 
districts of Sikkim. 
The CM expressed 
his happiness on 
hearing about the 
activities of the 
organisation and 
also expressed 
support to the 
organisation in its 
endeavours.

essential items presented to donok phsc

summiT reporT
Gangtok, 04 Jun: TurungMamring 

GPU under 

N a m t h a n g -
R a t e y p a n i 
Constituency handed 
over some essential 
items to the Primary 
Health SubCentre 
Donokin South 
Sikkim today, a press 
release informs.

The PPE kits 
were handed over by 
Transport Minister, 
SanjeetKharel.

Minister inaugurates Kishan 
Bazar at IDMST building

Gyalshing, 04 Jun 
(IPR):
The Minister, 
A g r i c u l t u r e , 
Horticulture, Animal 
Husbandry and 
Veterinary Services-
cum-Area MLA of 
GyalshingBermiok 
c o n s t i t u e n c y , 
LokNath Sharma 
i n a u g u r a t e d 
Kishan Bazar at 
IDMST building at 
Gyalshing, West 
Sikkim today. 

Minister Sharma 
was accompanied 
by the Chairman 
Gyalshing Municipal 
Council, IK 
Neopaney, District 
Collector West, 
Karma R Bonpo, 
Superintendent of 
Police (SP), West, 
T a s h i W a n g y a l , 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Engineer (SE) 

South/West Urban 
Development and 
Housing Deptt, 
MK Rai, Municipal 
Executive Officer 
(MEO) Gyalshing 
Municipal Council, 
Bhumika Pradhan.

Minister Sharma 
also interacted with 
the vegetable sellers 
of newly inaugurated 
Kishan Bazar and 
extended his best 
wishes. Further, he 
encouraged them to 
increase production 
to meetup growing 
demands of 
vegetables in the 
market.

The shed of the 
newly inaugurated 
Kishan Bazar 
was constructed 
by District 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
West and 
handedover to 

the Gyalshing 
Municipal Council 
for its functioning 
and governing the 
asset.

A f t e r w a r d s , 
Minister Sharmaalso 
inspected the 
proposed site for 
the establishment 
of Gyalshing Police 
Station at Bazar area.

Thereafter, along 
with the entourage, 
he visited the 
proposed site of 
Gyalshing Land 
Use Nursery for 
the establishment 
of Kishan Market-
cum-Taxi station. 
He instructed the 
concerned officials 
to expedite the 
pending official 
procedure so that 
the construction 
work can be started 
at the earliest.

laptops distributed to 
srlm shgs of east sikkim

summiT reporT
GANGTOK, 04 JuN:
The Government 
of Sikkim provided 
laptops to all Self 
Help Groups under 
Sikkim Rural 
Livelihood Mission, 
Rural Development 
Department with 
the objective to 
empower the 
self help groups 
and enable them 
to maintain SHG 
accounts, enable 
online reporting and 
online sale of SHG 
products, a press 
release informs. 

The distribution 

of laptops was 
organized in all 
the ten blocks viz. 
Gangtok-Nandok, 
Ranka, Martam, 
RakdongTintek and 
Khamdong of East 
Sikkim on 03 Jun, 
2020 and Regu, 

Rhenock, Pakyong, 
Parakha and Duga 
of East Sikkim on 02 
Jun, 2020. 

Rural Development 
Minister, Sonam Lama 
was the chief guest 
in the program in all 
blocks. 

Sl No. Block No. of 
SHG

No of VAA 
as per GPU

Laptops 
to be 

distributed
1 Duga 168 4 172
2 Gangtok Nandok 98 7 105
3 Khamdong 124 5 129
4 MARTAM 82 4 86
5 Pakyong 267 9 276
6 Parakha 57 3 60
7 Rakdong Tintek 128 4 132
8 Ranka 68 4 72
9 Regu 269 8 277

10 Rhenock 96 3 99
Total 1357 51 1408

He maintained that the bridge will cut 
down the distance between the district 
headquarter and some other places in the 
district. 

He hailed the state government and 
Roads & Bridges department for approving 
the construction project. 

He informed that SKM government was 
working with full commitment to accelerate 
the developmental process in Sikkim and 
attend to the needs of the people and the 
society.

Earlier, the Minister visited a site nearby 
Gyalshing petrol pump acquired by the state 
government for construction of a parking 
plaza and Kishan Bazar. 

This project, being executed by the Urban 
Development and Housing Department 
is yet to commence as certain clearance 
procedures from the Forest department are 
pending. 

Minister Sharma pressed for early 
commencement of the sanctioned 
project citing that delay will hamper the 
developmental process and the aspirations 
of the people. 

He directed the Forest Department to take 
necessary steps for clearance of norms at the 
earliest so that the project moves forward.

The Minister also inaugurated a organic 
haat shed set up on the top floor of IDMST 
building at Gyalshing bazar.

Foundation stone..

CM informed that Rs 50 crore has been allocated for Skill Youth 
Start up scheme. This amount will be devoted for granting subsidised 
loans in tie-up with central banks. 

The release mentions that the meeting also decided that each 
legislator will plant at least 1,000 saplings in their respective 
constituencies starting 05 June and continue till end-July. 

The meeting also welcomed the government’s decision of a 
complete ban on service extension system and unanimously decided 
that no one will encourage such acts in future. 

The meeting further discussed ways to reform administrative activities 
in the state and proper management of each and every department so that 
people can avail government works without any hardship. 

SKM Legislators body passed a note of gratitude towards former 
Chief Secretary, PK Pradhan, for providing 6.9 acre land to construct 
a Community Health Centre in Soreng.

The legislator’s body thanks all COVID19 warriors of the state for 
their dedicated service and selfless efforts in these unprecedented 
times of pandemic. The meeting appeals to the citizens not to 
panic but rather stay calm as the state government is prepared for 
the containment of the disease. It is informed that the evacuation 
process of stranded Sikkimese is on war-foot level, wherein the final 
and last batch of stranded Sikkimese has already proceeded from 
Mumbai. On the same, the CM informs that inter district movement 
of vehicles has been barred taking safety concern of our people as 
soon as things get into normal situations there may be relaxations 
accordingly. In order to win from this situation mutual responsibility 
and cooperation are needed among the citizens so let us all unite 
and rise above our differences to prevail from this global pandemic, 
he urged.

sKm legislators meet
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sJa holds workshop on code of civil procedure 1908
summiT reporT
Gangtok, 04 Jun:
Sikkim Judicial Academy 
organized a workshop 
over video conference on 
Code of Civil Procedure, 
1908, for the District 
Judges on 30 Jun, 2020, a 
press release informs. 
The Resource Person 
for the Workshop 
was former District 
& Sessions Judge, HS 
Sharma, Delhi Superior 
Judicial Service. The 
topics covered under the 
Code were “Jurisdiction 
of the Court, Pecuniary 
jurisdiction (Section 
6), Place of suing 
(section 15-Section 
25), Institution of suits 
(Section 26), Summons 
and Discovery (Section 
27-Section 32), Written 

Statement, Set-Off and 
Counter-Claim under 
Order VIII, Discovery 
and Inspection under 
Order XI, Admissions 
under Order XII 
and Production, 
Impounding and Return 
of Documents under 
Order XIII.”

During the 
workshop the Resource 
Person discussed all 
the relevant provisions. 
While discussing 
Jurisdiction under the 
Code of Civil Procedure, 
1908, it was mentioned 
that the object of the 
Legislature behind 
pecuniary jurisdiction 
was to avoid forum 
hunting. It was also 
informed that Specific 
Performance Suits can 

be filed in a Court even 
if the Property lies in the 
territorial jurisdiction of 
another Court. 

Similarly a Partition 
Suit can be filed in a 
Court even if some of the 

property is lying outside 
the Jurisdiction of the 
said Court, provided the 
Court trying the Suit has 
pecuniary Jurisdiction 
over the matter. 

While discussing the 

provision on Judgment on 
Admission, the Resource 
Person highlighted that 
the Admission must be 
unequivocal, clear and 
unconditional. Further 
reliance must be placed 

upon the definition 
of Admission given 
in Section 17, Indian 
Evidence Act. It was 
also mentioned that 
the Admission must be 
specific and that the 
provision of Admission 
that is Rule 6 of Order XII, 
can be invoked even after 
recording of evidence in 
the suit. 

During the Workshop 
the Learned Resource 
Person discussed all the 
landmark judgments 
on the various 
provisions. He also 
shared his experience 
as a District Judge 
while dealing with the 
provisions. There was a 
healthy discussion and 
interaction throughout 
the programme. 

Chief Minister greets on the 
occasion of Saga Dawa 

Gangtok, 04 Jun 
(IPR):

The Chief Minister, 
Prem Singh 

Tamang has extended 
his warm greeting 
and best wishes to 
the people of Sikkim 
on the auspicious 
occasion of Saga Dawa.

The Chief Minister 
in his message 
recapitulates on the 
teachings of Lord 
Buddha being 
relevant to this day 
and being kind and 
compassionate is 
the essence of his 
teachings and that 

we should follow 
them.

On this day, the 
Sakyamuni Buddha 
was born, enlightened 
and attained nirvana. 
Saga Dawa is a 
landmark event for the 
followers of Mahayana 
Buddhism and is most 
sacred among the 
Buddhist festivals.

On this auspicious 
occasion the Chief 
Minister has offered 
his prayers and wished 
the people of Sikkim 
peace, joy, wellbeing 
and spiritual 
upliftment.

governor’s greetings on saga dawa
summiT reporT
Gangtok, 04 Jun:

On the occasion 
of Saga Dawa, 

Governor of Sikkim, 
Ganga Prasad has 
extended warm 
greetings to the 
people of Sikkim, 
a press release 
informs.

In his message, 
the Governor said, 
“Among the holiest 
of the festivals 
of our Buddhist 

brethren worldwide, 
Saga Dawa 
c o m m e m o r a t e s 
three important 
events in the 
life of Lord 
Buddha i.e. Birth, 
E n l i g h t e n m e n t 
and Nirvana. 
The spiritual 
perspective and 
way of living 
as enshrined in 
Buddhism has given 
a new hope and 
light to mankind. 

The ideals of truth, 
n o n - v i o l e n c e , 
brotherhood and 
harmony among all 
sentient beings have 
been the guiding 
light for peaceful 
coexistence of 
mankind. It has 
remained in the 
core of our national 
identity and has 
shaped our destiny 
as a country over 
centuries.

May the 

teachings and ideals 
of Lord Buddha 
remain the guiding 
force in our lives till 
eternity. Let us 
pray together on 
this auspicious 
day and strive 
forward collectively 
on the path of truth, 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s 
and non violence, 
t r a n s c e n d i n g 
beyond caste creed, 
gender, religion and 
nationality.”

Quarantine Facilities at sird and sicB

Namchi, 04 
Jun (IPR): To 
a c c o m m o d a t e 
the returnees 
of South Sikkim 
and to undergo 
the mandatory 
14 days period 
of Institutional 
Quarantine so as 
to curb the spread 
of COVID-19. The 
South District 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
has transformed 
two important 
G o v e r n m e n t 
campus namely 
State Institute of 
Rural Development 
(SIRD) under Rural 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Department and 
State Institute of 
Capacity Building 
(SICB) under Skill 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
D e p a r t m e n t 
both located 
in Karfectar, 
Jorethang, South 
Sikkim into Free 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l 
Quarantine Centres 
for South District.

SIRD
This quarantine 

facility started 
from 24 Mar, 
2020 and has 

the capacity to 
accommodate 33 
people in a total 
of 15 rooms. This 
centre provides a 
separate room with 
balcony, 13 rooms 
are double bedded 
and 3 rooms are 
triple bedded 
with attached 
b a t h r o o m s . 
Currently, a total 
of 22 inmates 
comprising of 
12 male and 10 
female under 
the category of 
senior citizens and 
medical patients 
are undergoing 
their mandatory 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
quarantine at 
the centre. The 
facility has SDM, 
RB Bhandari 
( J o r e t h a n g ) a s 
Nodal Officer and 
Joint Director, 
Chandra Kala Rai as 
Incharge. They are 
assisted by medical 
team, IRBns 
accompanied by 
various other staff 
of the institute. 
The centre has 
also set up a 
Swab Collection 

Chamber and 
till date, a total 
number of 58 
people have been 
discharged after 
testing negative.

SICB
Similarly this 

G o v e r n m e n t 
Institute converted 
into Quarantine 
Centre was 
o p e r a t i o n a l 
from 05 May, 
2020 onwards. 
The centre has 
lodging which 
can accommodate 
atleast 92 
r e t u r n e e s . 
Presently, this 
centre has a total 
of 42 returnees 
who are medical 
patients, parents 
with their child 
and are undergoing 
their compulsory 
quarantine period. 
The centre is 
headed by SDM, 
RB Bhandari as 
the Nodal Officer 
and Central 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
SICB, Bishal Rai 
as Incharge. This 
centre also includes 
Medical Staff, 
IRBns, volunteers 

and other support 
staff. A total of 88 
people have been 
discharged from 
the centre after the 
test results were 
negatives.

The campus 
of SIRD and 
SICB is known 
for imparting 
various trainings 
and programmes 
focusing on 
skill and rural 
d e v e l o p m e n t s . 
But now they are 
functioning as 
facility quarantine 
centres.

T h e 
m a n a g e m e n t 
teams in this 
Centre are putting 
in their earnest 
efforts to offer 
better services 
by providing 
basic amenities 
like televisions, 
t o i l e t r i e s , 
thermal scanner, 
blood pressure 
e q u i p m e n t , 
baby food and 
many more. 
Additionally, SICB 
quarantine centre 
is also offering 
gift hampers 
to children and 
frontline warriors 
in order to uplift 
their spirit and try 
to work in a positive 
e n v i r o n m e n t . 
These centres 
are also duly 
m a i n t a i n i n g 
protocols laid 
down by the Sikkim 
State Government 
for functioning of a 
quarantine facility.

CM message on the World Environment Day
Gangtok, 04 Jun 
(IPR):
Let us cherish our 
biodiversity as 
common heritage 
and build a resilient 
society.
World Environment 
Day is celebrated 
on 5th June every 
year. It is the United 
Nations’ initiative to 
raise awareness and 
encourage actions 
for protecting our 
environment with 
the involvement 
of more than 143 
countries. The 
theme for this year is 
biodiversity and this 
theme is very special 
for Sikkim.  

India is among 
the 17 megadiverse 
countries of the 
world. Within India, 
Sikkim, nestled in 
the Himalaya global 
biodiversity hotspot, 
is known for its rich 
biodiversity. Sikkim 
is blessed with 
extreme variation in 
altitude ranging from 
280 to 8,598 metres 
above sea level, 
covering humid sub-
tropical valleys to 
temperate montane 
habitat, alpine 
meadows and trans-
Himalayan cold 
desert. As a result, 
Sikkim sustains 
diverse assemblages 
of flora and fauna 
in habitats ranging 
from the tropical 
to the alpine. This 
variation also results 
in great ecosystem 
and species 
diversity. Sikkim 
has exceptional 
plant and animal 
diversity with over 
5500 species of 
plants, including 557 
species of orchids, 
11 oak species, 28 
bamboo species, 
and nearly half of 
the nation’s bird 
diversity. As many 
as 165 plant species 
have been named 
after Sikkim. 

M t 
Khangchendzonga, 
the world’s third 
highest peak in 
the world and the 
highest in India, 

is revered by the 
people of Sikkim 
as a guardian deity. 
Our forefathers 
referred to Sikkim 
as Beyul Demajong, 
the “hidden valley of 
rice”. They developed 
intricate relationships 
with nature, 
nurtured through 
reverence, traditional 
knowledge, and 
resource use 
practices refined over 
centuries. It is a matter 
of pride that Dr Salim 
Ali, the renowned 
ornithologist praised 
the people of Sikkim 
for their knowledge 
as he found that there 
were local names for 
almost all the birds 
reported from the 
state. Although only 
about 12% of the 
geographical area is 
under agriculture, 
Sikkim’s farmers have 
been maintaining 
high agrobiodiversity, 
which provides a 
source of livelihood 
for over 64% of 
its population. 
The agroforestry 
practices that have 
been developed here, 
like large cardamom 
agroforestry, support 
both economy 
and environment, 
maintain forest 
cover and provide 
significant cash 
income to farmers. 
Organic agriculture is 
an age-old traditional 
practice in Sikkim that 
has recently gained 
global recognition.

Sikkim has 
been a pioneer 
in biodiversity 
c o n s e r v a t i o n . 
Ecotourism initiatives 
began in Sikkim in 
the 1990s and it soon 
became as one of 
the best ecotourism 
destinations in the 
Eastern Himalaya. In 
recent years, Sikkim 
has also led the way in 
pioneering research 
on biodiversity and 
climate change. Many 
young scientists 
are carrying out 
quality research on 
the biodiversity of 
Sikkim, including 
exciting work on how 

species are moving 
upwards as a strategy 
to adapt to climate 
change. Researchers 
from Sikkim 
University have 
recently recorded 
a new species of 
butterfly and also 
showed evidence of 
how organic farming 
supports butterfly 
species diversity. 
Recognizing the 
various efforts 
made by Sikkim in 
balancing nature 
and culture, the 
Khangchendzonga 
National Park was 
inscribed as India’s 
first “Mixed World 
Heritage Site” on 
the UNESCO World 
Heritage List. The 
Sikkimese people 
are proud of this 
recognition.

However, like 
other mountain areas, 
Sikkim is faced with 
a number of serious 
issues that threaten 
the environment, 
biodiversity, and 
the livelihoods of 
its people. A recent 
regional assessment 
revealed that climate 
change is emerging 
as a major driver of 
change and causing 
visible impacts in the 
Hindu Kush Himalaya. 
Glaciers are melting 
faster, flowering 
periods have 
advanced, rainfall has 
been erratic, and we 
are witnessing higher 
temperatures each 
year. As a result 
of climate change 
the frequency of 
natural disasters 
has increased, 
outbreaks of 
malaria and dengue 
are being reported 
from higher 
altitudes, new pests 
and diseases are 
infesting crops, and 
invasive species are 
spreading into new 
areas. Researchers 
fear that the impact 
of climate change 
might even lead 
to the extinction 
of some species in 
Sikkim. We need to 
meet these challenges 
head on to conserve 

Sikkim’s biodiversity 
and sustain the flow 
of ecosystem goods 
and services that 
contribute to the 
wellbeing of people 
in the state and 
downstream.

Sikkim is also 
paying a price for 
its conservation 
successes. In many 
areas, successful 
conservation has 
led to increasing 
wildlife populations 
and growing human-
wildlife conflict. 
Traditional practices 
and traditional 
knowledge are also 
being eroded or lost. 
For example, yak 
herding in north 
Sikkim, an age-old 
tradition of the high 
mountains, is slowly 
dying due to both 
changing climate and a 
new generation that 
is less interested 
in herding as a 
livelihood option. 
Then there 
are emerging 
c o n s e r v a t i o n 
challenges. With 
climate change, the 
protected areas in 
Sikkim are required 
to be bridged for 
greater biodiversity 
and ecosystem 
services. 

The greatest lesson 
from this year is that 
emerging infectious 
diseases pose a major 
threat to civilization. 
Scientists believe 
that habitat loss 
and trade in wildlife 
and wildlife parts 
is one of the major 
reasons for the 
spread of zoonotic 
disease such as 
COVID-19. With the 
coronavirus, it is 
clear that human 
health and wellbeing 
is linked with the 
health of habitats 
and the overall 
health of our planet. 
The only option 
we have is to treat 
nature with respect 
and use her resources 
sustainably.  

Once again my best 
wishes to everyone 
for a Happy World 
Environment Day!
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learning from Tiananmen 
 

On this day, 04 June, thirty-one years ago, China completed its 
crackdown on what remains one of the most inspiring, brave 

and momentous occasions in recent world history. Much Before 
Wall Street was occupied or pro-democracy people took over 
Tahrir Square, there was the aspiration of the Chinese youth 
which crested with the nearly month and half long ‘dharna’ at 
Tianenmen Square in Beijing. The desire for democracy was so 
strong that China had to deploy its army and tanks to quell it. 
We now know the episode as the Tianenmen Square Massacre, 
and that the iconic image of the protest - that of a solitary man 
standing up to an armoured tank - continues to radiate courage 
and inspire movements.

News broadcasts on this day in 1989 were filled with the 
images of tanks, blood and death on the streets of Beijing. As 
night fell on 03 June, 1989, 40,000 soldiers of the 27th Peoples 
Liberation Army moved into China’s capital with orders to 
crush the six weeks of demonstrations and protests by the 
country’s students and workers, and end their demands for 
political change. In the preceding weeks, China, and Beijing 
in particular, had witnessed extraordinary events. A student 
occupation of Tiananmen Square became the focus for a rising 
working class movement. Independent Workers’ Autonomous 
Federations were active in numbers of cities. From 20 May the 
movement continued in defiance of martial law and the central 
government was divided and paralysed. The paralysis was 
short-lived though and eventually the gloves came off. Accounts 
of witnesses testify to the calculated terror employed by the 
military as it reclaimed the capital. 

Even though the ‘uprising’ was quelled. Tiananmen 
continues to inspire movements around the world. Who 
can forget that compelling image of the heroic Power of 
One mentioned earlier? Tiananmen cannot be dismissed 
as a freak development. It was the culmination of a 
decade of simmering discontent which exploded in the 
hands of students and workers. Countless were killed 
in the crackdown, some 40,000 arrested and dozens 
later sentenced to public executions. And yet, that one 
episode changed China. The last bastion of communism 
was ironically co-opted by demands of market forces and 
became the powerhouse dragon that the West is eyeing 
as much as a market as the backroom manufacturer. 
Even as the students inspired youth around the world, the 
iron fist of the government attracted those driven solely 
by profit. There are those who believe that Tiananmen did 
trigger investments into China, but for the wrong reasons. 
Tiananmen Square was like a global advertisement for 
investment - in China, no opposition to exploitation and 
oppression is tolerated. From 1990 on, investment flowed 
into China at exponential levels. In 1994 more investment 
entered the country than in the entire decade from 1979-
1989. The crocodile tears that the rest of world shed after 
Tiananmen suggest that the latter interpretation is more 
correct. 

But nothing in life is in pure black and white and the 
truth in this case also perhaps rests in a grey zone. Be 
that as it may, fact remains that Tiananmen was about 
courage and conviction. Since it was spearheaded by the 
young, it is something that every youth should learn from. 
Tiananmen is not just about taking on the establishment 
[that was just the medium of expression]; it is about 
harbouring convictions so strong that no adversary 
appears invincible. It is about finding a common cause and 
then living by it. We should ensure that this underpinning 
of the Tianenmen Moment is conveyed to all the young so that 
they take inspiration from the courage of the Chinese youth who 
put everything on the line 31 years ago. 

how to protest during a pandemic and 
still keep everyone safe from coronavirus

Thomas a. russo
theconversation.com

“WE ARE STILL IN A 
PANDEMIC,” Denver Black 

Lives Matter activist Tay Anderson 
shouted in capital letters on Twitter 
as he urged everyone who has 
protested police violence in recent 
days to join him in getting tested for 
the coronavirus.

Crowds of people, many 
maskless and yelling, can pose a 
health risk to one another in the 
middle of a pandemic. One of the 
greatest threats is that people may 
be spreading the disease before 
they know they have it. Protesters 
who may have been exposed to 
these “silent spreaders” then risk 
bringing it into their own homes 
and neighborhoods, putting their 
friends and families at risk if they 
don’t take precautions.

What can protesters do to 
protect themselves, their families 
and their community?

Here are answers to that 
and other key questions about 
protesting during a pandemic, from 
the head of infectious diseases for 
the Department of Medicine at the 
University of Buffalo.

The protests are outdoors. 
Doesn’t that lower the risk?

As a general rule, being outside 
is better than inside. That’s because 
the larger air volume disperses the 
virus, and a larger space facilitates 
social distancing.

But large protests create unusual 
circumstances:

- You have a large crowd of 
people who are in close quarters for 
a prolonged period.

- They’re agitated and may 
be chanting or shouting, so they’re 
generating more respiratory 

secretions than if they were having 
a quiet conversation.

- From what we’re seeing, 
they might not have PPE, like masks 
and eye protection.

That combination is probably 
going to negate whatever 
advantages someone might get from 
being outside.

This is also a scenario where 
we don’t know how many people 
might be infected in a given crowd. 
Your community might have a low 
infection rate, but if it’s getting 
rabble-rousers from elsewhere, all 
bets are off.

If I don’t have symptoms, do I 
need to worry about infecting my 
family and friends?

This is part of the problem. You 
can feel Tony the Tiger “great!” and 
still be infectious.

A person who has the 
coronavirus can be infectious up to 
six days before symptoms develop 
and up to at least nine days after, 
based on the limited data we have to 
date. That’s a pretty big window.

We think the peak time for 
spreading the virus is two to three 
days before symptoms start and 
a few days after, but we are still 
learning about this virus. We don’t 
even know the infectious dose – how 
much exposure is needed before a 
person becomes infected.

Infected people may also never 
develop symptoms but still spread 
the disease.

What’s the risk of 
‘superspreaders’ at protests?

In large gatherings, there’s 
certainly a big risk that one person 
could infect a large number of 
people.

Normally, someone with 
COVID-19 can infect between two 

and six unprotected, susceptible 
people. But there are people called 
superspreaders who have infected 
dozens.

One question is whether 
any person could become a 
superspreader if they’re at the right 
point in their infection, when they 
have the maximum viral load and 
they’re coughing or shouting in 
close quarters with other people.

We saw the harm a superspreader 
can do when an asymptomatic 
person attended a choir practice in 
Skagit County, Washington. Fifty-
two of the 61 choir members there 
that day developed either confirmed 
or probable cases of COVID-19. Two 
people died. The choir members had 
sung together for 2.5 hours.

There’s always the risk a single 
person has the potential, put in the 
right circumstances, to infect large 
numbers of others – like at a protest.

Can shouting spread the virus farther?
We know that just talking can 

spread enough of the virus to 
infect someone nearby. Exertion 
and shouting further increase the 
generation of respiratory secretions, 
and there’s typically a lot of that 
going on at protests.

When people are shouting 
and getting agitated, they’re often 
spitting. That’s going to increase the 
likelihood of you getting infected.

You also use more oxygen when 
you exert yourself, so you breathe more 
heavily and increase your air exchange 
to compensate. If your respiratory rate 
is up, that’s going to increase your risk 
of inhaling infectious particles.

What can I do during the protest 
to stay safe?

Wear a mask and eye protection.
Keep your distance from other 

people, too. Remember that there’s 

nothing magical about the 6-foot 
rule. You could be 10 feet away 
and still get a sufficient dose to be 
infected if you’re in the right place at 
the right time.

Staying to the periphery and 
upwind of the protest can help, but 
it doesn’t guarantee safety. A change 
in crowd movement and wind 
direction can suddenly increase 
your risk.

It’s hard to protest in an 
absolutely safe fashion, but if 
everyone was wearing masks 
and eye protection, that would 
significantly decrease risk.

When I get home from a protest, 
what should I do to protect my 
family and friends?

Remember that even if you feel 
healthy, you could be spreading the 
virus. If you become infected, you 
will put everyone in your household 
and social circle at risk.

Minnesota, the state where 
George Floyd died in police custody, 
is urging everyone who attended a 
protest to get tested. The Minnesota 
National Guard also plans to test all 
its members deployed in response 
to the protests after one tested 
positive for the coronavirus.

But while daily or intermittent 
testing will identify many people 
who become infected, access to 
testing may be limited.

The safest way to protect 
loved ones is to immediately and 
religiously wear a mask for three 
weeks post-protest, given the 
incubation time and infectious 
window for this virus, if self-
quarantining is not an option. 

[the writer is Professor and Chief, 
Infectious Disease, Department of 

Medicine, University at Buffalo, 
The State University of New York]

in publishing Tom cotton, the new york 
Times has made a terrible error of judgment

denis muller
theconversation.com

When a newspaper with the authority of The 
New York Times chooses to publish a party-

political essay calculated to further inflame the 
violence wracking cities across America, serious 
questions arise.
On June 3 the Times published in its opinion 
section an essay by a Republican senator from 
Arkansas, Tom Cotton, headlined “Send in the 
troops”.
It argued the case, plentifully coloured by party-
political asides, in support of US President Donald 
Trump’s threat to mobilise the US military against 
the protests triggered by the police killing of 
George Floyd.

The newspaper’s decision provoked a stream 
of protests on social media, including from several 
journalists on its own staff. Some simply stated 
that they disagreed with Cotton. But for others, 
their objections ran far deeper.

Many expressed concern that it endangered 
the safety of Times journalists, in particular those 
who are black. In circumstances where the police 
are already turning their violence on journalists 
covering the protests, this is a well-founded 
objection.

Nikole Hannah-Jones, a correspondent for The 
New York Times Magazine who won the Pulitzer 
Prize for commentary last month, tweeted:

The NewsGuild of New York, the union that 
represents many Times journalists, said in a 
statement:

“This is a particularly vulnerable moment 
in American history. Cotton’s Op-Ed pours 
gasoline on the fire. Media organizations have 
a responsibility to hold power to account, not 
amplify voices of power without context and 
caution.”

In the face of these cogent criticisms, it might 
have been expected the Times would publish a 

coherent and substantial account of its reasons 
for running the Cotton essay. It has not. It has 
left it to the editorial page editor, James Bennet, 
to respond, and he has contented himself with a 
Twitter thread.

His reasoning, if it can be dignified with the 
term, can be summarised in these statements 
from that thread:

“Times Opinion owes it to our readers to show 
them counter-arguments, particularly those 
made by people in a position to set policy.

We understand that many readers find Senator 
Cotton’s argument painful, even dangerous. 
We believe that is one reason it requires public 
scrutiny and debate.”

These reasons can be swiftly disposed of 
before moving on to questions he did not bother 
to mention.

Counter-arguments: by all means, but 
why from a party-political source at this time 
in American history, when party-political 
polarisation is as deep as at any time in the post-
civil war era? Why not invite a non-party source, 
perhaps an expert in national security, to make 
the case for military intervention?

From a person in a position to set policy: just 
about the strongest reason not to run such a piece. 
It aligns the paper closely with those in power, 
an abrogation of the paper’s independence from 
government.

Scrutiny and debate: government is better 
scrutinised at arm’s length, and the public debate 
that has ensued is not about the merits of military 
intervention, but about the inflammatory content 
of the essay and the Times’s decision to run it.

Now for the questions Bennet did not mention.
Did the Times solicit the essay from Cotton or 

did he offer it?
To what extent, if at all, did the Times consider 

the likely foreseeable consequences of running 
such a clearly partisan essay on so volatile an 

issue?
What consequences did it anticipate?
How did it balance the obvious risks of 

aggravating an already violent situation against 
the public-interest grounds Bennet has advanced?

Did it ask itself why a senator, with the 
powerful platform of the US Senate at his disposal, 
would seek to harness the authority of The New 
York Times to his cause?

Did it perceive that in lending its authority 
to this essay, it would be handing a valuable 
propaganda tool to the White House?

The newspaper’s blithe public disregard for 
these questions is unsettling.

In the three-and-a-half tumultuous years of 
the Trump presidency, America’s serious national 
newspapers -– the Times, The Washington Post, 
the Los Angeles Times -– have been a remarkable 
bulwark in defence of American democracy.

Along with the judiciary, they have discharged 
their institutional responsibilities fearlessly. 
They have kept an unflinching gaze on the Trump 
presidency and faced down his intimidatory 
tactics.

With Congress paralysed by partisan 
divisions, it is these two institutions that have 
made America’s democratic arrangements work.

Yet the strains are beginning to show.
The Washington Post reported this week, 

in the context of police attacks on the media 
covering the riots, that “the norms have broken 
down”.

In these circumstances, the decision by the 
Times to publish the Cotton essay is worse than 
just a bad editorial call.

At a critical juncture in this crisis, it suggests 
a failure of nerve.

[the writer is Senior Research Fellow, 
Centre for Advancing Journalism, 

University of Melbourne]
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gas leak still on from 
oil well in assam

Guwahati, Jun 4 (PTI): 
Gas is “uncontrollably” 
flowing out of a natural 
gas producing well of Oil 
India Ltd (OIL) in Assam 
after a blowout eight 
days ago and the public 
sector undertaking on 
Thursday said an expert 
agency is monitoring the 
environmental impact of 
the leak.

Pumping of water 
to the well through 
the casing valve is in 
progress to minimise 
chances of fire, a press 
release issued by the PSU 
major said.

On May 27, a major 
blowout took place at 
the OIL well at Baghjan 
in Tinsukia district, 
next to Dibru Saikhowa 
National Park, forcing 
the administration to 
evacuate thousands of 
people living nearby to 
relief camps.

Digging of water 
reservoir near the plinth 
of the well is complete, 
an area for placement of 
pumps of 2,500 gallons 
capacity is underway 

underway along with 
arrangement for 
collection of the required 
quantity of water from 
the source, the release 
said.

The company has 
called a Singapore-based 
firm which is expected to 
reach the site shortly, it 
said.

Building of an 
approach road is in 
progress at the well site.

A National 
Accreditation Board for 
Education and Training 
(NABET) accredited 
consultant, engaged by 
the company to carry 
out environment impact 
assessment study, has 
started work at the site, 
the release said.

The OIL has 
approached the Council of 
Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR), 
National Environmental 
Engineering Research 
Institute (NEERI), 
Nagpur and the Wild 
Life Institute of India, 
Dehradun for conducting 
detailed impact 

assessment studies.
The company’s 

fire service unit is 
stationed at the site 
for continuously water 
jacketing the well to 
avert any eventuality, it 
said.

The presence of gas, 
air and water quality 
is being monitored at 
constant interval at 
strategic points, besides 
picking up layers of 
condensate deposited 

near the site.
Ambulances with 

para-medical staff are 
on stand by and a team 
of National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) 
has been mobilised 
to look after the relief 
operation.

Fabrication and 
testing of equipment 
required for controlling 
the well is taking place 
at OIL workshop as 
it has been assessed 

that approach to the 
vicinity of the well 
would not be safe due 
to gas gushing at high 
pressures.

On May 29, the Assam 
Forest Department had 
issued a notice to OIL 
after dead river dolphins 
and fish were found 
in a lake nearby Dibru 
Saikhowa National Park 
and it was reported 
that had died due to the 
blowout.

Belur math to allow in 
devotees from June 15

Kolkata, June 4 
(pTi): Belur Math, the 
global headquarters of 
Ramakrishna Math and 
Ramakrishna Mission, 
has decided to throw 
open its gates TO the 
devotees from June 15 
after putting in place all 
safety measures required 
to contain the spread of 
COVID-19.

The gates of the 
sprawling premises of 
the Math set up by Swami 
Vivekananada at Belur 
near here was closed 
since the lcokdown was 
announced in March by 
the Centre. The Math has 
devotees from across the 
globe.

The secretary of 
Belur Math Ramakrishna 
Math and Ramakrishna 
Mission, Swami 
Suvirananda said in a 
statement that as the 
easing down of lockdown 

measures announced 
by the Centre and the 
state did not indicate 
the threat caused by 
COVID-19 pandemic 
is over, the authorities 
thought it prudent to put 
in place all the measures 
required before opening 
the gates of the Math and 
all RKM centres in the 
country for the scores of 
devotees.

The statement was 
issued on June 1, the 
day religious places of 
worship were thrown 
open by the West Bengal 
government.

“We had to think 
about both aspects - the 
issue of public health 
and also the wish of 
our devotees for 
having a darshan 
of the shrines of 
Swami Vivekananda, 
Sri Sarada Maa 
and Ramamrishna 

Paramahansa. But we 
believe spirituality and 
sceintific temparament 
must go hand in hand,” 
he told reporters on 
Thursday.

“Therefore it is 
imperative for us to 
consult experts and 
put in place adequate 
arrangement and 
infrastructure” before 
opening the (Belur Math) 
gates,” he said.

The senior monk said 
the timing of the opening 
and closure of the shrine 
and all other details 
conforming the health 
protocol and guidelines 
will be announced before 
opening date.

The Math complex 
had become totally out 
of bound for visitors 
from March 24 when the 
lockdown was clamped. 
There was restricted 
entry to it since May 16.

Bengal Vcs’ council takes exception to governor’s letter
Kolkata, Jun 4 (PTI): The 
West Bengal Vice-chancellors’ 
Council has taken exception 
to the letter to the VCs of the 
state universities by Governor 
Jagdeep Dhankhar which 
stated that communications 
required to be sent to him as the 
chancellor should henceforth be 
directed to him and “not through 
any other authority”.

The Upacharya Parishad 
(VCs’ council), in a statement 
issued on Wednesday, said 
it unanimously feels that the 
interactions with the governor 
had undermined the honour and 
prestige of the vice-chancellors, 
which was “uncalled for”.

The statement said the 
VCs remain committed to the 
promotion of the cause of 
higher education in the state 
and “they perform their duties 
in consonance with the terms 
of the existing Acts and Rules 
issued from time to time, 
specifying the roles of the state 
government, Hon’ble Chancellor, 
vice- chancellors and other 
statutory authorities”.

Dhankhar, who being the 
governor is also the chancellor 
of the state universities, had in 
his letter to the VCs on Tuesday 
said, “Several vice-chancellors 
have routed communications 
through the Higher Education 
department quoting the 
provisions of the 2019 rules. 
Such a stance betrays lack of 

appreciation that no rule can 
override a provision of the Act.”

The West Bengal Assembly 
had, on December 10 last year, 
passed a new law that enabled 
vice-chancellors to call meetings 
of their highest decision-making 
bodies in consultation with the 
higher education department 
and not the chancellor, as was 
the earlier practice.

The new rule further 
stipulated, “Every 
communication proposed to 
be made by the chancellor to 
any state-aided university shall 
be routed through the higher 
education department.”

Dhankhar, in his letter, 
had said, “It is noted that the 
West Bengal State Universities 
(Terms and Conditions of 
Service of the Vice-Chancellor 
& the Manner and procedure of 
Official Communication) Rules, 
dated December 9, 2019, do not 
override provisions of the Acts 
of various universities.”

State Higher Education 
Minister Partha Chatterjee had 
told PTI on Tuesday that the 
provisions of the Act passed by 
the Assembly on December 10, 
2019 were actually drafted in 
2017.

The VCs’ council also 
expressed anguish over the 
“unfortunate interactions” 
between Dhankhar and two of 
its members -- Professor Nimai 
Chandra Saha of Burdwan 

University and Professor 
Debkumar Mukherjee of 
Coochbehar Panchanan Barma 
University -- over the phone.

The phone call to Saha 
was made on the issue of 
appointment of the pro 
vice-chancellor of Burdwan 
University and the call to 
Mukherjee was related to a 
show-cause letter in connection 
with the convocation of 
Coochbehar Panchanan Barma 
University, it said.

“We are deeply pained by the 
humiliation faced by Professor 
Saha and Professor Mukherjee 
during their interactions with 
the Hon’ble Chancellor,” the 
council said in the statement.

“The Upacharya Parishad 
feels that the actions of both 
Professor Saha and Professor 
Mukherjee were guided by the 
relevant sections of the West 
Bengal State Universities Rules, 
2019 and they need not have 
experienced what they faced,” 
the statement by the 20-member 
VCs’ body said.

It said as West Bengal is 
facing an unprecedented 
crisis due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and Cyclone 
Amphan, every university 
is grappling with multiple 
challenges relating to the 
holding of examinations, 
completion of courses, 
admissions to the upcoming 
session and addressing the 

material and psychological 
needs of students and other 
sections of the university 
community.

“Hence, the situation requires 
united action by all concerned,” 
the statement signed by council 
general secretary Subiresh 
Bhattacharya said.

Bhubaneswar senior citizens 
get exclusive time in parks

B h u b a n e s w a r , 
Jun 4 (PTI): The 
B h u b a n e s w a r 
Municipal Corporation 
(BMC) has reopened 
public parks in the 
Odisha capital and 
reserved a two-hour 
slot in the morning 
exclusively for senior 
citizens.

People aged 60 
years and above will 
be allowed in the 

parks only between 
5 am and 7 am, as 
they are vulnerable 
to novel coronavirus 
infection, according to 
a BMC order issued on 
Wednesday.

All other age groups 
are prohibited during 
this time slot, the order 
said.

The parks will 
remain open from 5 am 
to 10 am and from 4 

pm to 6 pm on the five 
weekdays, it said.

The BMC requested 
all the visitors to wear 
marks and maintain at 
least two-metre social 
distancing in the parks.

The parks in 
Bhubaneswar and 
other parts of the 
state remained 
closed for the public 
since the imposition 
of the first phase of 

lockdown in Odisha 
on March 22.

The state 
government had on 
June 1 advised people 
above 65 years of 
age, persons with co-
morbid conditions, 
pregnant women and 
children below 10 
years of age to avoid 
outdoor movement 
except for essential 
work till June 30.

have  a story to share? 
email us: news@summittimes.com
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Have battled suicidal thoughts, depression: 
robin uthappa opens up on life and cricket

New Delhi, Jun 4 (PTI): 
Robin Uthappa, a key 
member of the 2007 
World T20 winning 
Indian team, has revealed 
that he battled clinical 
depression and suicidal 
thoughts for nearly two 
years during his career, 
a phase when cricket 
was perhaps the only 
thing that kept him from 
“jumping off a balcony”.

The big-hitting top-
order batsman, who 
represented India in 
46 ODIs and 13 T20 
Internationals, was 
picked by Rajasthan 
Royals for Rs 3 crore for 
this year’s IPL, which 
is currently suspended 
because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“I remember around 
2009 to 2011, it was 
constant and I would 
deal with that on a daily 
basis. There were times 
where I wasn’t even 
thinking about cricket, it 
was probably the farthest 
thing in my mind,” he 
said during the Royal 
Rajasthan Foundation’s 
live session ‘Mind, Body 
and Soul’.

“I was thinking about 
how I would survive this 
day and move on to the 
next, what’s happening 
to my life and in which 

direction am I heading. 
Cricket kept my mind off 
of these thoughts but it 
became really difficult 
on non-match days and 
during the off-season.

“On days, I would 
just be sitting there and 
would think to myself 
on the count of three, 
I’m going to run and 
jump off of the balcony 
but something kind of 
just held me back,” he 
recalled.

It was at this stage 
that the 34-year-old 
began maintaining a 
diary before reaching out 
for professional help.

“...(I) started 
the process of just 
understanding myself as 
a person. I then started 
to seek outside help to 
make those changes I 
wanted to make in my 
life,” he said.

This phase was 
followed by him not 
making the Indian team 
despite captaining India 
A in Australia and the 
Karnataka batsman said 
it was because he “was 
innately not happy with 
something.”

“...for some reason 
there, no matter what I 
did or how hard I worked 
in the nets, I was just not 
able to score a run off my 

bat. I would spend hours 
in the nets to get it right 
but that would just not 
happen,” he said.

“Some part of 
me was actually not 
willing to accept 
that I had a problem 
with myself...I think 
sometimes we don’t 
accept the wrong 
and are unwilling to 
do so and it is really 
important to have the 
acknowledgement.

“The unwillingness 
to accept is the no one 
issue and especially 
for men, who find it 
difficult to accept their 

mental issues,” he added.
U t h a p p a 

subsequently had a great 
Ranji run in 2014-15 
season, finishing as the 
national event’s top run-
getter.

He hasn’t retired yet 
but neither has he played 
for India since 2015. 
Uthappa said he has no 
regrets about how he 
dealt with the lows of his 
life.

“I feel sometimes 
being negative is 
necessary. Being 
negative or having 
negative experiences, 
going through trials and 

tribulations is sometimes 
necessary for one’s own 
growth,” he asserted.

“...I have no regrets on 
my negative experience 
as they’ve helped me 
develop positively. You 
need to go through 
the lulls to make you 
feel ecstatic about the 
positives.

“I feel life is about 
balance and we can’t 
have it one way, a 
lopsided life is not going 
to be great, both negative 
and positive experiences 
are essential,” he said.

The soft-spoken 
Uthappa said cricket, 

as a sport, has changed 
drastically in the decade 
to be more competitive 
than ever.

“Cricket was a much 
more simple game ten 
years ago. It’s very 
different and competitive 
now. It’s fun along with 
being competitive, you 
know it comes with its 
positives and negatives.

“It’s become hard to 
keep in touch with people 
from all around the world 
so it is challenging in that 
sense. Mentally, though, 
it’s something that keeps 
you alive and keeps you 
sharp,” he noted.

Billings doesn’t want to be pigeon-holed as 
limited-overs cricketer, eyes Test success

London, Jun 4 (PTI): 
England wicketkeeper-
batsman Sam Billings 
says he doesn’t want 
to be “pigeon-holed as 
a white-ball cricketer” 
and has a renewed 
desire to come good 
in the Test format, an 
ambition that took 
a backseat when he 
decided to play IPL early 
in his career.
The 28-year-old has 
never played a Test for 
England but featured in 
15 ODIs and 26 T20Is 
before a shoulder injury 
robbed him of chance to 
be a part of his team’s 
historic victory in the 50-
over World Cup last year.

“There’s no one 
else to blame apart 
from me really for 
that (white-ball 
typecasting),” Billings 
told ESPNcricinfo.

“I think there are 
opportunities in the Test 
team as well, especially 
as a batter and also 
in the wicket-keeping 
position. I find that 

really exciting. I don’t 
want to just be pigeon-
holed as a white-ball 
player. I’m better than 
that,” he asserted.

Billings spoke about 
a change in mindset 
after competing in the 
IPL.

“I played four 
IPLs and you’re not 
going to turn down an 

opportunity like that as 
a young player in terms 
of a chance to develop 
especially as there was 
no financial gain in the 
first two years. For me, 
I saw it purely as an 
opportunity as I went 
for base price to Delhi 
(Rs 30 lakh in 2016).

“Obviously four-day 
cricket had to take a 

back seat at that point 
in time and I just didn’t 
play anywhere near 
enough cricket. That’s 
where my mindset has 
changed a little bit.”

After returning 
to action, Billings 
managed just 34 runs in 
five T20 innings against 
New Zealand and was 
dropped from white-

ball squads for South 
Africa tour early this 
year.

He could play a few 
matches for Kent and 
he made it count by 
scoring three hundreds 
in consecutive 
Championship innings, 
including two in a 
match against Yorkshire 
at Headingley.

Following the 
omission from South 
Africa tour, Billings 
decided not to put his 
name forward for any 
T20 franchise and was 
looking forward to the 
2020 season with Kent 
before the COVID-19 
pandemic delayed it.

“The back end of last 
year proved to myself 
more than anyone that 
I can be more than just 
an average first-class 
cricketer or quite a good 
first-class cricketer. That 
can be as strong a format 
as any.

“But it was only when 
I really proved it to myself 
last year that that came 
back to the forefront of my 
mind,” Billings said.

He said his 
performance in the 
championship last year 
brought “a big turning 
point” and ignited his 
ambition to play the 
traditional format.

“I want to play Test 
cricket. That is a big goal of 
mine,” he said.

competitive cricket will return to australia after coronavirus hiatus with T20 carnival
Melbourne, Jun 
4 (PTI): More than 
two months after a 
c o r o n a v i r u s - f o r c e d 
shutdown, Australia will 
witness resumption of 
competitive cricket along 
with fans in the stands 
when a T20 tournament 
starts this weekend at 
Darwin.
The CDU Top End T20, a 
round-robin T20 carnival 
featuring 15 games 
across the Queen’s 
Birthday long-weekend 
on June 6-8, will also 
see up to 500 spectators 
allowed at the grounds 
since Northern Territory 
has not registered any 
active COVID-19 case 
since May 21.

The tournament, 
featuring seven Darwin 
Premier Grade clubs 
and an Invitational XI 
comprising best players 

from the Northern 
Territory’s ‘Asia Cup’ 
competition, will be 
a testing ground for 
cricket in a COVID-19 
environment.

On March 13, 
Australia and New 
Zealand had played 
the last international 
cricket match possible 
before the COVID-19 
pandemic forced a 
cricket shutdown across 
the globe.

“We have a unique 
opportunity to showcase 
Darwin’s wonderful 
dry season to a global 
audience, as well as 
celebrate the return of 
cricket after a period 
of unprecedented 
disruption to the game,” 
Northern Territory 
Cricket chief executive 
Joel Morrison was quoted 
as saying by cricket.com.

au.
“It’s been a pretty 

tough couple of months 
for everyone around the 
world and we are hoping 
to bring some joy to the 
cricket community.

“We are open-minded 
and are quite happy to 
be a test case for world 
cricket.”

The matches, which 
are being conducted in 
collaboration between 
NT Cricket and Charles 
Darwin University, 
will be held at Marrara 

Cricket Ground, Gardens 
Oval and Cazaly’s Oval.

Select games will 
also be streamed live on 
the MyCricket Facebook 
page to a global audience, 
including one of the 
semi-finals and the grand 
final on Monday, June 8.

After the T20 carnival, 
a 14-round Darwin & 
District one-day season 
will follow which will 
culminate with a final on 
September 19.

The tournament 
is happening at a 

time when the ICC 
Cricket Committee has 
recommended a ban 
on the use of saliva on 
the ball as an interim 
measure to counter the 
coronavirus threat but 
did not allow use of 
artificial substances.

Darwin Cricket 
Management chairman 
Lachlan Baird said it 
will not be an issue in 
the T20s but needs to be 
discussed before the 50-
over event.

“Cricket Australia is 
still very strong at the 
moment that they will 
not necessarily follow 
the ICC direction that 
sweat can be used and 
any wax applicator will 
not be banned,” Baird 
told the NT News this 
week.

“They are still 
exploring that. 

Fortunately, it should not 
be too much of an issue 
with our T20 competition 
this weekend.

“But the week after 
when 50-over cricket 
begins we will need a 
formal decision on what 
we are going to do either 
through wax applicators 
with Kookaburra or 
hopefully following 
the ICC and the United 
Kingdom, who say using 
sweat and not saliva 
to shine the ball is an 
acceptable risk.”

Top Australian 
cricketers, including 
David Warner, Steve 
Smith, have resumed 
training this week 
with Cricket Australia 
announcing an 
international schedule 
that includes a three-
game ODI series against 
Zimbabwe.

Life’s greatest lessons 
from 4 unlikely friends!

New Delhi, Jun 4 
(PTI): What happens 
when a boy, a mole, a 
fox and a horse meet? 
They converse and teach 
each other some of life’s 
greatest lessons.

Charlie Mackesy, who 
began as a cartoonist 
and book illustrator 
before being taken on 
by galleries, through his 
book “The Boy, The Mole, 
The Fox and The Horse” 
tells about his four 
unlikely friends.

“The book is for 
everyone, whether you 
are 80 or eight. You 
can dip into anywhere, 
anytime. Start in the 
middle, if you like. 
Scribble on it, crease the 
corners and leave it well 
thumbed,” he says.

The boy is lonely 
when the mole first 
surfaces. They spend 
time together gazing into 
the wild.

“I think the wild is a 
bit like life-frightening 
sometimes but beautiful,” 
says Mackesy, who has 

lived and painted in 
South Africa, Southern 
Africa, and America.

In their wanderings 
they meet the fox.

“It’s never going to 
be easy meeting a fox if 
you’re a mole. The boy 
is full of questions, the 
mole is greedy for cake. 
The fox is mainly silent 
and wary because he’s 
been hurt by life,” the 
author says.

“The horse is the 
biggest thing they have 
ever encountered, and 
also the gentlest. Their 
adventures happen in 
springtime where one 
moment snow is falling 
and the sun shines the 
next, which is also a bit 
like life - it can turn on a 
sixpence,” he says.

Mackesy hopes his 
book, brought out by 
Penguin Random House 
India in a digital format, 
encourages readers 
to live courageously 
with more kindness 
for themselves and for 
others.

new book to promote 
benefits of ‘dry fasting’ diet

New Delhi, Jun 4 (PTI): 
Joining the bandwagon 
of books on beauty and 
healthy living is best 
selling Indian author 
and renowned personal 
lifestyle coach, Luke 
Coutinho’s new book, 
“The Dry Fasting Miracle: 
From Deprive to Thrive”.

Co-authored by 
Sheikh Abdulaziz Bin Ali 
Bin Rashed Al Nuami, a 
member of the Ajman 
royal family in the 
UAE, the book will be 
published under the 
Ebury Press imprint of 
Penguin Random House.

In the book, the 
authors look back 
at traditional eating 
practices to explain why 
the dry fasting diet is the 
“most superior form of 
fasting and cleansing”.

“In the olden days, 
people ate early because 
there was hardly any 
light after sunset. Their 
next meal would only 
be after sunrise. This 
practice spread to all 
religions as a discipline 
due to its health and 
spiritual benefits.

“Today, it is called 
the dry fasting diet. 
Replicating it requires 
abstinence from all food 
and water for twelve or 
more hours,” the authors 
said in a statement on 
Thursday.

The book will take its 
readers on a journey to 
discover the miracle of 
dry fasting, teach them 
how it can stimulate the 
body, help one find the 
right balance between 
the “elimination phase”, 
and the “building phase”, 

aid weight loss and avoid 
a number of diseases, 
publishers added.

“The book takes us 
back to our roots, and 
explains the benefits of 
dry fasting and how it 
promotes good health,” 
they said.

According to 
Coutinho, dry fasting and 
intermittent fasting help 
the body to heal naturally 
and regenerate.

“Not only have I 
experienced its benefits 
myself, I have also seen 
my patients, clients and 
people all over the world 
experiencing its miracles.

“The new, revised and 
updated version of ‘The 
Dry Fasting Miracle’ is 
backed by more research 
and evidence and we are 
hoping that the book 
changes the health of 
every person who reads 
it,” said the lifestyle 
coach.

“Fasting is designed 
to stimulate your mind, 
empower your body and 
nourish your soul. In 
essence, this book is a 
miracle for humankind, 
as it has the ability to 
transform people into 
better, healthier versions 
of themselves. It teaches 
them to actually live, and 
not just survive,” said 
Sheikh Abdulaziz Bin Ali 
Bin Rashed Al Nuaimi.

The book is 
peppered with personal 
experiences and also 
features a simple, easy to 
follow routine.

“The Dry Fasting 
Miracle: From Deprive to 
Thrive” is set to hit the 
stands on June 15.

gold prices fall rs 274; 
silver drops by rs 542

New Delhi, Jun 4 
(PTI): Gold prices in the 
national capital fell by 
Rs 274 to Rs 47,185 per 
10 gram on Thursday, 
according to HDFC 
Securities.

On Wednesday, the 
precious metal had closed 
at Rs 47,459 per 10 gram.

Silver prices also 
eased by Rs 542 to Rs 
49,558 per KG against 
Rs 50,100 per KG in the 
previous trade.

“Spot gold prices for 
24 carat gold at Delhi 
were trading down by Rs 
274 reflecting overnight 
fall in global gold prices 
despite weaker rupee,” 
HDFC Securities Senior 
Analyst (Commodities) 

Tapan Patel said.
The retail jewellery 

stores are opening 
gradually in India with 
ease in lockdown, he 
added.

After a long gap, 
spot gold markets in the 
national capital reopened 
on Monday. The spot gold 
markets remained closed in 
the wake of the nationwide 
lockdown imposed since 
March 25 to curb spreading 
of COVID-19 infections. 
Lockdown restrictions 
have now been eased.

In the international 
market, gold was trading 
with gains at USD 1,704 
per ounce, while silver 
was trading flat at USD 
17.62 per ounce.
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Biden to focus on economic plans, 
inequality in weeks ahead

Washington, Jun 
4 (AP): Joe Biden is 
pledging to unveil a 
series of proposals in 
coming weeks aimed at 
reversing the economic 
devastation wrought 
by the pandemic and 
addressing inequalities 
that have contributed to 
protests sweeping the 
country.
The presumptive 
Democratic presidential 
nominee and his aides 
see some parallels to 
the last time his party 
wrested the White House 
from Republicans.

The economic 
collapse during the 
final stages of the 2008 
presidential campaign 
gave Barack Obama, with 
Biden as his running 
mate, an opportunity to 
present clear contrasts 
with GOP policies 
and make the case for 
sweeping overhauls.

The dynamics are far 
more complicated today. 
The current crisis was 
prompted not by poor 
bank lending practices 
but by a dramatic 
freeze in American life 
that began in March to 
prevent the spread of the 
novel coronavirus.

Joblessness is at 
levels not seen since the 
Great Depression.

And as some states 
and cities reopen, the 
protests responding 
to the police killing 
of George Floyd have 

spurred calls to address 
inequalities rooted in 
systemic racism.

To have true justice 
in America, we need 
economic justice, 
Biden said this week in 
Philadelphia.

The moment has 
come for our nation 
to deal with systemic 
racism, to deal with 
the growing economic 
inequality in our nation 
and to deal with the 
denial of the promise of 
this nation.

U n e m p l o y m e n t 
numbers from May will 
be released on Friday, 
providing an updated 
picture of just how 
challenging Biden’s job 
may be if he wins the 
presidency.

The former vice 
president says the plans 
to be unveiled later this 
month will focus on 
housing, education and 
access to capital.

In the meantime, 
he’s held daily economic 
briefings, including from 
chief economists from the 
Obama administration, 
Jared Bernstein and 
Ben Harris, and Heather 
Boushey, a progressive 
economist who advised 
Hillary Clinton’s 2016 
campaign.

Jake Sullivan, Biden’s 
senior policy adviser, said 
there’s been more of an 
emphasis on job creation 
and the issues holding 
back the labor market 
since the coronavirus 
outbreak began.

We really accelerated 
our work in that area, 
both in terms of how the 
policy team reaches out 
to experts, and in terms 
of how the vice president 
spends his time and 
structures his economic 
briefings, he said.

Biden’s campaign has 
hinted that it would like 
to pursue an even more 

expansive set of reforms 
than those proposed by 
Obama in the wake of the 
financial crisis.

That includes aid to 
middle class families 
rather than corporations, 
bolstering workers’ 
rights and removing 
some of the barriers to 
expansion in the labour 
force, like boosting 
access and government 
support for child and 
elder care.

It has also discussed 
returning the supply 
chain to the US and 
investments in green 
infrastructure to create 
jobs.

They are realities 
about the underlying 
structure of the American 
economy that have just 
been laid bare by this 
pandemic, Bernstein 
said.

Biden, who ran a 
centrist campaign to win 
the primary, was moving 

to the left on some 
economic issues before 
the virus hit.

That’s part of an effort 
to woo progressives who 
have shunned him.

He supported 
a minimum wage 
increase, adopted some 
of Bernie Sanders’ free 
college tuition plan and 
embraced Elizabeth 
Warren’s bankruptcy 
reform plan.

His campaign is 
also now working with 
Sanders’ advisers to find 
more common ground 
on top issues.

But as Biden and 
other alumni of the 
Obama administration 
can attest, grand 
ambitions sometimes 
meet more challenging 
realities.

A new administration 
generally has about 
one year to usher its 
biggest proposals 
through Congress before 
attention turns to the 
midterm elections and 
the president’s own 
reelection.

Even in the best 
of times, that can be 
challenging. Initially 
benefiting from strong 
Democratic majorities in 
Congress, Obama muscled 
through an 800 billion 
economic stimulus and major 
health care and financial 
services reforms before 
Republicans took control of 
the House and blocked most 
of his agenda.

Brazil, mexico see record deaths as 
virus rages across latin america

Brazil and Mexico 
reported record daily 

coronavirus death tolls 
as governments in Latin 
America battled to fortify 
their defenses against 
the pandemic with fresh 
lockdown orders and 
curfews.
In Europe where 
countries have been 
emerging from 
lockdowns, the European 
Central Bank was 
expected to beef up 
its plans to help virus-
battered economies and 
Britain was preparing to 
host a summit to raise 
funds for a global vaccine 
alliance.

But as European 
countries moved to 
reopen their borders, 
South and Central 
America cemented 
their places as the 
new hotspots in the 
pandemic, while Iran -- 
the hardest-hit country 
in the Middle East -- 
announced a surge in 
infections.

Mexico on 
Wednesday announced 
more than 1,000 
coronavirus deaths in 
a day for the first time, 
while Brazil, the region’s 
worst-hit country, 
reported a record 1,349 
daily deaths.

Brazilian President 
Jair Bolsonaro has 
staunchly opposed 
lockdowns but many 
local authorities have 
defied him and, with the 
crisis deepening, a vast 
section of Bahia state 
was placed under curfew.

In Chile, the 
government said it was 
extending a three-week 
shutdown of the capital 
Santiago after a new 
record for daily deaths.

And in Peru, the 
second worst-hit 

country in Latin America, 
desperate residents were 
lining up to buy oxygen 
tanks for their loved 
ones.

“We haven’t found 
oxygen yet,” said Lady 
Savalla in the capital 
Lima.

“I’m worried about 
my mom more than 
anything else, because 
she’s going to need a 
lot of oxygen and the 
hospital doesn’t have 
enough.”

- Struggle to restart 
economies -

Since emerging in 
China late last year, 
the new coronavirus 
has infected nearly 6.5 
million people, killed 
more than 380,000 
and wreaked havoc on 
the global economy as 
millions were forced into 
lockdown.

The virus was on the 
rise again in Iran, which 
reported 3,574 new 
infections on Thursday, 
its highest daily toll since 
the outbreak began in 
February and the fourth 
straight day of a caseload 
over 3,000.

While hoping the 
worst of the health crisis 
has passed, Europe is 
struggling to restart 
its stalled economies 

without sparking 
a second wave of 
infections.

Governors of the 
European Central Bank 
were to meet Thursday 
with analysts expecting 
them to boost the 750 
billion euro ($839 
billion) Pandemic 
Emergency Purchase 
Programme (PEPP) 
decided in March by a 
further 500 billion euros.

An increase in the 
emergency bond-buying 
scheme would send a 
clear signal of support to 
European governments, 
especially for hard-hit 
countries like Italy, Spain 
and France.

After easing national 
lockdowns in recent 
weeks, European nations 
are now reopening their 
borders, with Austria set 
Thursday to scrap entry 
checks at its frontiers 
except for with Italy.

Spain said it would 
reopen land borders 
with France and Portugal 
on June 22, after Italy 
opened its borders to 
European travellers 
Wednesday.

- Risk of spread at US 
protests -

Europe is anxious to 
save its summer tourism 
season, though experts 

have warned that 
travel restrictions will 
be needed around the 
world in some form until 
a vaccine is found.

Efforts to develop 
one are gathering pace, 
with Britain set to host 
a major virtual meeting 
on Thursday with more 
than 50 countries as well 
as powerful individuals 
such as Bill Gates taking 
part, to raise money for 
Gavi, the global vaccine 
alliance.

Gavi and its partners 
will launch a financing 
drive to purchase 
potential COVID-19 
vaccines, scale up their 
production and support 
delivery to developing 
nations.

“I hope this summit 
will be the moment when 
the world comes together 
to unite humanity in the 
fight against disease,” 
British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson said ahead 
of the talks.

China, meanwhile, 
said that foreign airlines 
blocked from operating 
in the country over virus 
fears would be allowed 
to resume limited flights, 
apparently easing a 
row with Washington 
following US plans to ban 
Chinese carriers.

hong Kong protesters 
defy Tiananmen vigil ban

Hong Kong pro-
democracy protesters 
defied a ban against 
gathering at a park 
to commemorate 
Thursday’s anniversary 
of China’s deadly 
Tiananmen crackdown, 
with tensions seething 
in the financial hub over 
a planned new security 
law.

The semi-
autonomous city had 
for three decades seen 
huge vigils to remember 
those killed when China’s 
communist leaders 
deployed its military 
into Beijing’s Tiananmen 
Square to crush a 
student-led movement 
for democratic reforms.

This year’s vigil was 
banned, with authorities 
citing coronavirus 
restrictions on group 
gatherings.

But pro-democracy 
campaigners in Hong 
Kong, who have been 
waging a long struggle 
against what they see 
as China’s tightening 
grip on the city, were 
determined to make 
their voices heard.

Hundreds of 
people, including some 
prominent democracy 
leaders, broke through 
barriers at Victoria Park 
where the vigil is held 
each year just as night 
fell.

“I’ve come here for 
the vigil for 30 years in 
memory of the victims 
of the June 4 crackdown, 
but this year it is more 
significant to me,” a 
74-year-old man who 
gave his surname as Yip 
told AFP inside the park.

“Because Hong Kong 
is experiencing the same 
kind of repression from 
the same regime, just 
like what happened in 
Beijing.”

Some of the people 
in the park wore black 
t-shirts with the word 
“Truth” emblazoned in 
white. Others shouted 
pro-democracy slogans 
including: “Stand with 
Hong Kong”.

Police maintained a 
presence near the park 
but did not move to 
disperse the protesters.

The defiant gathering 

came hours after pro-
Beijing lawmakers in 
Hong Kong’s legislature 
succeeded in passing a 
bill criminalising insults 
to China’s national 
anthem.

- Neighbourhood, 
church vigils -

China’s communist 
rulers forbid discussion 
on the mainland of the 
Tiananmen crackdown, 
during which hundreds 
-- by some estimates 
more than a thousand -- 
people were killed.

Hong Kong, which has 
been allowed liberties 
unseen on the mainland 
as part of its 1997 
handover agreement 
with the British, had 
been the only part of 
China where such mass 
displays of remembrance 
were possible.

Organisers of 
commemoration events 
also called for residents 
to light candles of 
remembrance at 8pm 
(1200 GMT) wherever 
they were. Booths 
sprung up across the city 
to hand out candles as 
commuters made their 
way home on Thursday 
evening.

On the campus of 
Hong Kong University, 
students spent the 
afternoon cleaning 
a memorial to the 
Tiananmen dead known 
as “The Pillar of Shame”.

Seven Catholic 
churches have also 
announced plans to host 
a commemorative mass 
on Thursday evening.

- Security and 
anthem laws - Crowds 
have swelled at Hong 
Kong’s Tiananmen vigils 
whenever fears have 
spiked that Beijing is 
prematurely stamping 
out the city’s own 
cherished freedoms, an 
issue that has dominated 
the finance hub for the 
past 12 months.

The city was engulfed 
by seven straight months 
of huge and often violent 
pro-democracy protests 
last year -- rallies that 
kicked off five days after 
the last annual vigil.

In response to 
those demonstrations 
last month Beijing 

announced plans to 
impose the security 
law, which would cover 
secession, subversion of 
state power, terrorism 
and foreign interference.

The city was engulfed 
by seven straight months 
of huge and often violent 
pro-democracy protests 
last year -- rallies that 
kicked off five days after 
the last annual vigil.

In response to 
those demonstrations 
last month Beijing 
announced plans to 
impose the security 
law, which would cover 
secession, subversion of 
state power, terrorism 
and foreign interference.

China says the 
law -- which will 
bypass Hong Kong’s 
legislature -- is needed 
to tackle “terrorism” and 
“separatism” in a restless 
city it now regards as a 
direct national security 
threat.

Opponents, including 
many Western nations, 
fear it will bring 
mainland-style political 
oppression to a business 
hub.

- Blackout on 
mainland -

But in mainland 
China, the crackdown 
is greeted by an 
information blackout, 
with censors scrubbing 
mentions of protests and 
dissidents often visited 
by police ahead of June 4.

Police in Beijing 
prevented an AFP 
photographer from 
entering Tiananmen 
Square to record the 
regular pre-dawn flag-
raising ceremony on 
Thursday and ordered 
him to delete some 
photos.

The candle emoji 
has been unavailable in 
recent days on China’s 
Twitter-like Weibo 
platform. The United 
States and Taiwan issued 
statements calling on 
China to atone for the 
deadly crackdown.

“Around the world, 
there are 365 days in a 
year. Yet in China, one of 
those days is purposely 
forgotten each year,” 
Taiwan’s President Tsai 
Ing-wen tweeted.
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USING HIS STAR POWER! Star Wars actor John Boyega spoke 
through a megaphone during a protest to support the Black Lives 
Matter movement in London’s Hyde Park.

EtCETERA

Aries:
Love is not a battlefield, Aries. You can’t enter the room with 
the intention of winning at all costs. Your need to prove a 
point could cause serious damage to your interpersonal 
relationships. What you want to do instead is hold space 
for a two-way conversation, keep an open mind, and listen 
to what the other person has to say. You may or may not be 
able to solve the crisis immediately, but you will have made 
progress in the right direction.
Taurus:
“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our 
deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. It 
is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us.” A 
Marianne Williamson quote to awaken you to the gifts 
of the soul you possess. Don’t let anybody tell you your 
dreams are too big or too unrealistic. Don’t fall prey to 
the limitations projected onto you by another. Taurus, 
you are a warrior of love and light, a force to be reckoned 
with. Today, you’re being asked to look at your dreams 
through the eyes of wisdom and know that you are worthy 
of manifesting every bit of what you desire—starting now.
Gemini:
Gemini, you’re likely to find yourself at a crossroads 
today. The first pathway reeks of familiarity; the second 
promises to open the door to infinite possibilities. Let 
your adventurous side prevail! Following your instincts 
is the key to manifesting the wealth and abundance you 
deserve. The energy at the moment is inspiring you to go 
big or go home. So don’t shy away from tooting your own 

horn (tastefully, of course!) and letting the people who 
matter know you have something worthwhile to offer to 
the world.
Cancer:
It’s easy to play tragedy queen. It’s easy to blame the world 
and her aunt for everything that’s going wrong. But you 
know what takes an insane amount of courage? Taking 
charge of the situation and bringing forth the energy of 
change. Cancer, think of yourself as an embodiment of 
courage. Take the next step with awareness and know that 
Spirit has got your back.
Leo:
Leo, you’re likely to be faced with some rather tough decisions 
today. It will be easy for you to give up, to say that your side of 
the argument doesn’t matter. But is maintaining order for the 
sake of maintaining order going to serve you in the long run? 
Only you have the answer to this one. The cards are urging 
you to turn to your soul squad. Ask them to play sounding 
board as you work through the pros and cons. This will help 
you arrive at a logical solution. PS: Spirit has got your back 
no matter what! 
Virgo:
Are things falling apart or finding a way to come together? 
Let rock bottom be the solid foundation on which you 
build your life. Virgo, you are about to turn this breakdown 
into your biggest breakthrough. Remember to assess what 
your experiences are teaching you before you move on to 
the next stage. We all have our limitations, and that is okay. 
Setting realistic goals (and letting go of the lofty ones) 

seems like the best way forward for now.
Libra:
Author Joshua Becker says, “Minimalism is intentionally 
living with only the things I really need—those items that 
support my purpose.” Libra, you’re in the mood to draw 
inspiration from his words and revisit Project Downsizing. 
This time of solitude has helped you realise the amount of 
excess baggage you have been carrying, be it physical or 
emotional. So let go of the frills, and do so with the energy 
of gratitude and love. Trust that this cleansing process 
will help you redirect your energy towards the things that 
make your life meaningful.
Scorpio:
Given that we are in the midst of pandemic, your side hustle 
could be in serious jeopardy. Ask yourself why you’re 
trying so hard to hold on to something that is causing 
mental unrest. In moments of stillness, you will come face-
to-face with the fears that are making you settle for less 
than what you deserve. Breathe out the anxiety. Breathe in 
the trust. Know that the Universe has got something better 
planned for you, even if it takes a bit for the plan to reveal 
itself.
Sagittarius:
It all starts with the self, Sagittarius. Your beliefs about 
yourself shape your relationships with the world. It’s 
easy to blame others for deceitful behaviour. But if you’re 
giving them the permission to take advantage of you, 
you’re equally at fault here. The cards are urging you to be 
mindful of your time and energy. Your higher self is telling 

you who deserves a space in your sacred circle and who 
does not.
Capricorn:
You’ve been defending them at the risk of your own mental 
and emotional well-being, Capricorn. But, what have you 
gained from this warfare? Has their behaviour transformed 
in any way? The cards are urging you to pick your battles 
mindfully. Let go of the need to make everybody else’s 
problem your problem, no matter how close you are to 
them. Establishing and firming your boundaries will assist 
you in this process.
Aquarius:
Aquarius, you’ve been giving selflessly and supporting 
your soul crew in the best way you can. But what about 
your mental and emotional well-being? Do you not believe 
that you are deserving of the love you so freely give to 
others? The cards are urging you to examine the root of 
this negative thought pattern. The light of awareness will 
help bring about a shift and help you open up to the energy 
of receiving.
Pisces:
It’s not that you haven’t resisted the ‘new normal’, it’s that 
your inherent watery nature helps you adapt and adjust. 
This week, you’re establishing new rituals and routines 
as you take your self-care game to a whole new level. You 
understand the need for nurturing yourself physically, 
mentally, emotionally, and spiritually, a sacred act which 
in turn helps you serve the world from a space of fullness, 
rather than lack.

Batwoman replaces ruby rose’s kate 
kane with new character, an out lesbian

New character Ryan Wilder will 
replace Kane in season 2 of The 

CW’s Batwoman, reports say.
Now that Ruby Rose has left DC Comics series 
Batwoman after just one season of playing 
lead Kate Kane, it seems Warner Bros. has 
opted to introduce an entirely new character 
to replace Kane.  

Batwoman on The CW show will have a 
new identity of Ryan Wilder, Deadline reported 
Tuesday. The new character is described in her 
mid-to-late 20s, “likable, messy, a little goofy 
and untamed” and “nothing like Kate Kane, the 
woman who wore the batsuit before her,” 
Decider reported. 

According to the character 
description in a casting call originally 
posted on Reddit, “Ryan spent years 
as a drug runner, dodging the GCPD 
(Gotham City Police Department) and 
masking her pain with bad habits. 
Ryan is the most dangerous type 
of fighter: highly skilled and wildly 
undisciplined. An out lesbian. Athletic. 
Raw. Passionate. Fallible. And very much 
not your stereotypical all-American 
hero.”

In the comics, multiple people have 
donned the famous suits of DC icons 
like Batwoman, Batman and Robin. So 
having Batwoman’s secret identity go 
from Kate Kane to Ryan Wilder isn’t that 
strange of a concept. 

Oddly enough, Ryan Wilder isn’t a 
character previously mentioned in DC Comics 
stories, so it could also be a new character for 
future Batwoman comics as well. 

No casting decisions have been made 

as of yet, so it’s anybody’s guess who 
might take on the lead role left vacant by 
Rose. Neither DC Comics, Warner Bros. 
nor The CW immediately responded to 
requests for comment.

Season 2 of Batwoman is supposed 
to debut on The CW in January 2021, 
but that could change with production 
delays due to the coronavirus outbreak. 
Season 1 of Batwoman starring Rose is 
available to stream on HBO Max now.

John Boyega delivers rousing speech at 
london protest over george Floyd’s killing

London, Jun 4 (PTI): Speaking directly 
from the heart, actor John Boyega gave an 
impassioned speech at a protest against the 
custodial killing of George Floyd in the US.
The “Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker” star 
on Wednesday joined thousands of protestors 
gathered at Hyde Park for the Black Live 
Matter protest.

“I’m speaking to you from my heart. Look, 
I don’t know if I’m going to have a career after 
this, but f**k that,” Boyega said.

“Black lives have always mattered. We 
have always been important. We have always 
meant something. We have always succeeded 
regardless. And now is the time. I ain’t 
waiting,” he added.

Floyd, a 46-year-old African-American 
man, died May 25 in Minneapolis, Minnesota 
after a white police officer knelt on his neck 
for nearly nine minutes in an encounter 
caught on video. The officer, Derek Chauvin 
has been charged with murder and 
manslaughter.

In his speech, Boyega said Floyd was 
not the first victim of police brutality as 
he named a number of people who lost their 
lives in such attacks.

“We are a physical representation of our 
support for George Floyd. We are a physical 
representation of our support for Sandra 
Bland. We are a physical representation 
of our support for Trayvon Martin. We 
are a physical representation of our 
support for Stephen Lawrence,” he said.
Fighting back tears, Boyega went on to 

say, “Today is about innocent people 
who were halfway through their process. 
We don’t know what George Floyd could have 
achieved, we don’t know what Sandra Bland 
could have achieved, but today we’re going to 
make sure that won’t be an alien thought to 
our young ones.”

“I need you to understand how painful 
this shit is. I need you to understand how 
painful it is to be reminded every day that 
your race means nothing and that isn’t the 
case any more, that was never the case any 
more,” he added.

At the same time, the actor urged his 
fellow protestors to remain calm and refrain 
from being violent so as to not “mess up”.

“It is very, very important that we keep 
control of this moment. That we make this 
as peaceful and as organised as possible. 
Because they want us to mess up, they want 
us to be disorganised, but not today,” Boyega 
said.

The actor’s speech has gone viral on social 
media, earning him praise from all quarters, 
including Lucasfilm that produces his “Star 
Wars” movies.

In a brief statement, posted on the 
company’s website, the production house 
said it “stands with John Boyega” and his 
message.

“The evil that is racism must stop. We will 
commit to being part of the change that is 
long overdue in the world. John Boyega, you 
are our hero,” the Disney-owned company 
added.

More actors speak out against ‘glee’ star lea Michele
Los Angeles, Jun 4 (PTI): A number 
of actors, who worked with “Glee” 
star Lea Michele, have accused her of 
mistreatment and appalling behaviour.

Michele found herself at the centre 
of a storm on Twitter after her “Glee” 
co-star Samantha Marie called her out 
for her creating a toxic environment on 
the sets.

Ware, who accused the actor of 
“traumatic microaggressions” on the 
hit series, was responding to Michele’s 
Twitter post supporting the Black Lives 
Matter movement amid the protests 
over the death of George Floyd, an 
African-American man who died in 
police custody in Minnepolis.

On Wednesday, the actor issued 
an apology after meal-kit company 
HelloFresh dropped her as its brand 
ambassador.

But now, more actors have 
come forward with their stories of 
mistreatment at the hands of Michele.

Another “Glee” star Heather Morris 
posted a statement on Twitter, saying 
that she had an “unpleasant” experience 
of working with Michele.

“Let me be very clear, Hate is a 

disease in America that we are trying to 
cure, so I would never wish for that hate 
to be spread to anyone else.

“With that said, was she unpleasant 
to work with? Very much so; for Lea to 
treat others with the disrespect that she 
did for as long as she did, I believe she 
SHOULD be called out.”

“Community” star Yvette Nicole 
Brown, who worked with Michele on 
ABC’s “The Mayor”, also shared her 
experience in a post on Twitter.

Responding to Ware’s tweet, 
Brown said, “I felt every one of 
those capital letters. Every person 
on a set matters. Every person on 
a set deserves respect. And it is 
the responsibility of every series 
regular to make every person who 
visits their home feel welcome. This 
dismissive attitude is what’s wrong 
in Hollywood and the world.”

Actor Amber Riley, who featured as 
a series regular on “Glee”, said during 
a discussion on Instagram that many 
women have similar stories to share 
about Michele.

“In my inbox, there are a lot of Black 
actors and actresses telling me their 

stories and letting me know they have 
dealt with the same things on set, being 
terrorised by the white girls that are the 
leads of the show,” Riley said.

In her apology on Wednesday, 
Michele said even though she does not 
remember making the specific remarks 
that Ware says she made, she regrets 
her actions.

“What matters is that I clearly 
acted in ways which hurt other 
people. Whether it was my privileged 
position and perspective that caused 
me to be perceived as insensitive or 
inappropriate at times or whether it 
was just my immaturity and me just 
being unnecessarily difficult, I apologise 
for my behaviour and for any pain which 
I have caused,” she said.

The 33-year-old, who is currently 
expecting her first child with husband, 
entrepreneur Zandy Reich, said will 
keep working to be a better person so 
that she can be a “real role model for my 
child”.

“I listened to these criticisms and I 
am learning and while I am very sorry, 
I will be better in the future from this 
experience,” she added.

sonu sood offers help to 28,000 underprivileged 
people affected by cyclone nisarga

Mumbai, Jun 4 (PTI): Actor Sonu 
Sood on Thursday said he and his team 
provided food and rehabilitation to 
28,000 people living close to the 
coastal lines when Cyclone Nisarga 
made its way to Mumbai.

The cyclone spared India’s 
financial capital, which is already 
reeling under the COVID-19 
pandemic, after it made landfall near 
adjoining Alibaug on Wednesday.

Sood, who has been arranging 
transport facilities for migrant 
workers to return to their home 
safely amid the pandemic, said 
they have moved the people to 
municipality schools and colleges for 
safety.

Today, all of us are facing tough 
times and the best way to fight this 
is by being each other’s strongest 
support system. My team and I have 

distributed food to over 28,000 
people from the coastal areas across 
Mumbai and rehabilitated them in 
various schools and colleges. We 
are making sure all of them are safe, 
Sood said in a statement here.

The actor has also helped over 
200 migrants from Assam, who were 

homeless and stranded in Mumbai 
due to Cyclone Nisarga.

After the migrants reached out to 
Sood on Twitter, he made arrangements 
for their stay and food, the release said.

The Assamese migrants have been 
moved to shelter homes where they 
will be staying until they’re sent home, 
it said.

Cyclone Nisarga is now a depression 
over west Vidarbha region in 
Maharashtra and will weaken further, 
the India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) said on Thursday.

The cyclone had hit the coastal 
districts of Maharashtra from 
Arabian Sea with wind speeds of 
up to 120 kilometres per hour 
(kmph) on Wednesday afternoon. 
Mumbai was on edge as it braced 
for the cyclone after a gap of 72 
years.


