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SUPPORT LOCAL FLOWER GROWERS 
TIDE OVER THE PANDEMIC, 

ORDER BLOOMS FROM HORTICULTURE DEPTT

The Floriculture Section of Horticulture Department has started 
selling cutf-lowers  of  tropical orchids (phalaenopsis), gerbera 
and other cut-flowers collected from farmers fields with the 
objective to support our farmers who are facing difficulties 
because of COVID-induced restrictions. 
Phalaenopsis pots are also available for sale. 

The flowers are from the farmers’ fields promoted by the 
Horticulture Department. 

Anyone interested in buying flowers can contact the following 
officials and order as and when required from Room No 406, 
Krishi Bhawan, Tadong. 
This initiative has been taken up by the Department to ease 
hardships and help farmers sell the flowers even during the 
Pandemic. The message is, “Government is always with our 
farmers!”

Rates:
Gerbera-      Rs 10/stick
Lilium-       Rs 15/ stick
Alstroemeria-     Rs 10/ stick
Anthurium-     Rs 15/ stick
Phalaenopsis (cutflower)-  Rs 75/ stick
Phalaenopsis (pot)-    Rs 600/ pot

Following officers can be contacted for order-
Ms Annapurna Alley, Special Secy, Horticulture, Contact no-94341 17687
Ms Kesang Lachungpa, Joint Director (Floriculture); Contact no- 94341 37409

Sikkim records more recoveries than 
new cases for third consecutive day
MON TO WED IN SIKKIM - 545 NEW CASES AND 989 FULL RECOVERIES

summit report
Gangtok, 09 Jun: 

More and more Sik-
kimese continue to 

beat the Novel Coronavi-
rus and make full recov-
eries, and today, for the 
third consecutive day, 
the State witnessed more 
recoveries than new cas-
es. Against the 231 new 
cases detected from the 
testing of 2,135 samples 
[giving Sikkim a Test 
Positivity Rate of 10.80% 
today], a staggering 371 
formerly Covid-positive 
people completed their 
home isolation without 
symptoms are returned 
to their normal lives in 
the past 24 hours.

For those still wor-
rying about the State’s 
recovery rate which cur-
rently stands at 75.10% 
need to bear in mind is 
that since the statistics 
are dynamic, in that new 
cases continue to be de-
tected even as people 
infected in the past two-
three weeks continue to 
be convalescing, unless 
the cases stop or come 

down substantially, re-
covery rates worked out 
daily numbers will not 
reflect the true picture.

For instance, if one 
was to take the data just 
for the past three days, 
then a completely dif-
ferent picture emerges. 
Over these three days, 
Sikkim detected 545 
new cases - 59 on Mon-
day, 255 on Tuesday and 
231 today. Over the same 
three days, the State re-
ported 989 recoveries - 
312 on Monday, 286 on 
Tuesday and 371 today.

The figure of recov-
ered cases of COVID-19 
crossed the 13,000-mark 
today and currently 
stands at 13,265.

Given the traumat-
ic month and half that 
the State has spent with 
Covid-19, it should per-
haps be this number that 
people draw comfort 
from and continue keep-
ing safe and bring infec-
tions even lower. These 
numbers should not 
however lead to compla-
cency, and that is where 

the right messaging from 
experts should be prior-
itised and conveyed be-
cause the virus itself is 
not going away any time 
soon. 

The government 
should ensure continued 
mass testing and intel-
ligently planned vacci-
nation while the people 
accept that the virus 
cannot be taken lightly 
and take proper precau-
tions. It is important to 
bear in mind that the vi-
rus claimed more lives in 
Sikkim in the past month 
and a half than it did in 

the previous year.
In the past 24 hours 

as well, Sikkim lost one 
more life to Covid when 
a patient passed away 
at STNM Hospital. The 
state’s COVID death toll 
has increased to 276.

In the meantime, 
the 231 new cases have 
taken the State’s tally of 
the confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 to 17,656. 

Out of 231 new cases, 
141 were detected in RT-
PCR testing of 1106 sam-
ples, while 89 more cas-
es were found in rapid 
antigen testing of 1026 

samples and one person 
also found positive for 
COVID-19 in TruNat test-
ing of three samples. 

Among the new cas-
es, 140 were registered 
in East District, 34 in 
West District, 55 in South 
District and 02 in North 
District.

At present, there are 
3,869 active Covid cases 
in the State, of whom 23 
are currently admitted 
in ICU facilities of STNM 
hospital and Central Re-
ferral Hospital, Tadong.

CM hails PM’s decision to provide 
free vaccines for 18 above

summit report
Gangtok, 09 Jun:

Chief Minister, Prem Singh Tamang has welcomed the decision of the Prime 
Minister, Narendra Modi to extend the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna 

Yojana till November 2021 and provide free vaccination to those who are 18 
years and above from 21 June, a press release from the CMO informs.

In his letter to the PM, the Chief Minister hailed it as a step in the right di-
rection to overcome the COVID-19 pandemic and thanked him for the support 
extended to Sikkim during these tough times. He stated that the procurement of 
vaccines by the central government and its equitable distribution to the citizens 
is an encouraging step.

Further, he added that the decision to vaccinate everyone above the age of 18 
years in a densely populated country like India is nothing short of historic and 
strengthens the belief of the people towards the government.

The Chief Minister stated that it was encouraging to know that the vaccines 
for those below 18 years of age have entered the trial phase. He added that the 
quick development and deployment of the vaccine will help minimize the threat 
in case of future waves of the pandemic.

The decision to extend the provision of free ration under Pradhan Mantri 
Garib Kalyan Yojana to 80 crore beneficiaries was lauded by the  Chief Minister 
and expressed his delight on the humanitarian gesture of the  Prime Minister 
which will assist the people to overcome this tough period.

Towards the end, he mentioned that the people of Sikkim are very grateful 
for the timely step taken by the central government and expressed his belief 
that collectively the country can defeat the pandemic under the guidance of the 
Prime Minister.

group of women protest against 
Bhaichung in Namchi, burn effigy

BiKash chettri
Namchi, 09 Jun: 

Even as people across the 
state are following all lock-

down protocols, a group of 
about 17-19 women, led by 
Babita Subba of Namchi who 
is an active member of Sikkim 
Krantikari Morcha’s Nari Shakti, 
gathered in Central Park today 
shouting slogans against Bhaic-
hung Bhutia, the vice president 
of Hamro Sikkim Party. 

The women were carrying 
placards that read ‘We welcome 
government’s decision to bring 
hospital in Veterinary Ground,’ 
and ‘stop playing with emotions 
of Sikkim people’. The protest 
was claimed by “South Sikkim 
Nari Sangh”.

The women also burnt an ef-
figy of Bhaichung Bhutia in the 
public square while shouting 
“Bhaichung Murdabad”. 

Former UP Chief Secretary takes 
charge as election commissioner
New Delhi, 09 Jun 
[pti]: Former Uttar 
Pradesh chief secretary 
Anup Chandra Pandey 
assumed charge as an 
election commission-
er on Wednesday.
Mr Pandey joins the 
Election Commission 
(EC) as the second 
election commission-
er. The three-mem-
ber body is headed 
by Chief Election 
Commissioner Sushil 
Chandra and Rajiv Ku-
mar is the other elec-
tion commissioner.

Mr Pandey was ap-
pointed as an election 

commissioner on Tues-
day.

Born on February 
15, 1959, Mr Pandey 
was a 1984-batch In-
dian Administrative 
Service (IAS) officer. 
During the span of 
about 37 years of ser-
vice, he has worked in 
various ministries and 
departments at the 
centre and his state 
cadre of Uttar Pradesh, 
an official statement 
said.

He will demit office 
in February 2024 on 
attaining the age of 65.

Mr Pandey super-

annuated as the Uttar 
Pradesh chief secre-
tary in August 2019. Pri-
or to joining the EC, he 
served as a member of 
the National Green Tri-
bunal Oversight Commit-
tee, Uttar Pradesh.

The state organ-

ised the Kumbh Mela at 
Prayagraj and the Pravasi 
Bharatiya Diwas when he 
was the chief secretary.

Earlier, Mr Pandey 
served as as industrial 
development commis-
sioner of Uttar Pradesh, 
the statement said.
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Companies complying with Govt 
advisory, says SKM Labour Front 

summit report
Gangtok, 09 Jun:

Chief coordinator of 
the SKM Labour Front, 

Prem Raj Gurung on Tues-
day said that most com-
panies are implementing 
the advisory issued by the 
State Government for the 
welfare of the employees 
working in pharma com-
panies in Sikkim. 

SKM Labour Front, 
Labour department and 
Labour Minister are 
keeping an eye on phar-
ma companies to see if 

they are complying with 
the state government’s 
recommendations or 
suggestions. 

If the workers in any 
company are dissatisfied 
with the management 
regarding this advisory, 
they can call him or com-
plain against the man-
agement, said Prem Raj 
Gurung.

In the interest and 
safety of employees 
working in the pharma-
ceutical companies of 
Sikkim, a high level meet-

ing was held by the state 
government on 30 June 
2021, following which 
the government had is-
sued various suggestions 
to the Pharma compa-
nies. 

Most of the compa-
nies are accepting the 
suggestion, said Prem 
Raj Gurung, 

This is some adviso-
ry which is government 
issued :
1) If any employee dies 

due to covid, two lakh 
grant should be given 

by management .
2) Doctors and nurses 

should be kept in the 
company .

3) The company should 
be run by maintaining 
social distance accord-
ing to the protocol of 
covid-19.

4) An isolation center 
should be set up in the 
pharma company to 
keep the covid infected 
employees.

5) Covid Care Center 
should be established 
etc.

GJM Bimal faction and SSWS 
open isolation centre 

smrita Khawas
Gangtok, 09 Jun:

Gorkha Janmukti Mor-
cha (Bimal Faction) 

with the initiative of Sin-
galila Social Welfare So-
ciety opened a Covid-19 
isolation centre named 
Kanchenjunga Isolation 
Centre at Malidhura 
Kanchenjunga School 
hostel today where both 
male and female wards 
have been made. 

“We have started 
covid-19 isolation cen-
tre from today where 
everyone from anywhere 
is welcome to stay for 
free. We have started two 
wards [one male and one 
female] with 20 beds in 
each and in future ac-
cording to the require-
ment we will increase 
the number of beds till 
50- 50 bed capacity,” said 
Bimal Gurung.

He added that the 
main reason behind 

opening the isolation 
centre here in Malidhura 
was because compared 
to Darjeeling town, the 
climate is warmer and 
most of the area is cov-
ered with trees and 
plants because of such 
environment the patient 
will recover fast.

“We can see because 
of covid-19 many pa-
tients have to go through 
mental stress. Also we 
have been working and 
reaching many red zone 
areas to keep them mo-
tivated and also to tell 
them that they are not 

alone. Many of the NGO’s 
have been helping us. We 
are very much thankful 
for medical equipments 
and in future also we will 
be working to help the 
people of Hills as well as 
Terai and Dooars”.

ACMOH’s Anupam 
Bhattacharya said, “Two 
doctors with 10 nursing 
staff are here in the iso-
lation centre but we will 
get more staff soon. We 
just want to appeal to all 
the public that as soon 
as they face mild symp-
toms of Covid -19 they 
should go for testing so 

that medical team can 
help them. As nowadays, 
we are seeing that people 
get mild symptoms and 
recover within 3 days but 
after some time sud-
denly the oxygen level 
goes down and then 
they seek help. And 
because of that we 
request all the public 
not to take covid-19 
lightly and take pre-
cautions as needed 
and in future if anyone 
suffers from even the 
mildest symptom they 
should contact a doctor 
immediately.”

ICICI Pru Life: Bonus reflects 
commitment to policyholders

summit report
Gangtok, 09 Jun:

ICICI Prudential Life In-
surance has announced 

an annual bonus of 
Rs.867-crore for all 
eligible participat-
ing policyholders for 
FY2021. The bonus 
declared is the high-
est ever by the Com-

pany till date and is 
also 10% higher than the 
bonus announced in the 
last fiscal.

All participating pol-
icies in-force as of 31 
Mar, 2021 are eligible 
to receive this bonus. A 
total of 9.8-lakh partic-
ipating policyholders 
will benefit from this. 

This is the 15th consec-
utive year the Company 
has declared a bonus, 
underscoring its cus-
tomer-centricity and 
long-term investment 
approach to deliver su-
perior risk-adjusted re-
turns to policyholders. 

Managing Director 
& CEO, NS Kannan, ICI-

CI Prudential Life In-
surance, said, “We are 
delighted to announce 
that the annual bonus 
for FY2021 is the highest 
ever in the history of the 
Company. What gives us 
special satisfaction is the 
fact that it coincides with 
the 20th anniversary of 
our operations.”

“Why Centre, not States”: Mamata Banerjee 
on supplying vaccines to private hospitals

Kolkata, 09 Jun [PTI]: 
Alleging that the Naren-
dra Modi government is 
not following the spirit of 
federalism, West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Wednesday 
wondered why the Cen-
tre kept to itself the right 
of distribution of 25 per 
cent COVID-19 vaccines 
to private hospitals and 
not to the states.
The prime minister had 
on Monday announced 
that the Centre has decid-
ed to buy 75 per cent of 
jabs from vaccine makers 
for free supply to states, 
while private sector hos-
pitals will continue to 
procure the remaining 
25 per cent.

Ms Banerjee said that 
she opposed the impo-
sition of Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) on med-
icines, equipment and 
vaccines required for the 
treatment of COVID-19.

Addressing a press 
meet at the state secre-
tariat “Nabanna” after 
meeting leaders of agi-
tating peasants, she said 
that from “Covid to farm-
er”, the BJP-led central 
government has pushed 

the country into serious 
crisis.

“The Centre has said 
that it will directly pro-
vide 25 per cent of vac-
cines to private hospi-
tals. Why by the Centre? 
The state implements 
the policy of the Centre 
in a federal set-up,” she 
said.

Taking a dig at the 
prime minister, she said, 
“He only knows how to 
speak against states. He 
only knows about divide 
and rule. Why is there no 
word by the PM about 
withdrawing 5 per cent 
GST on Covid vaccines?”

Ms Banerjee said that 
the prime minister did 
not think about spend-
ing ₹ 34,000 crore from 
PM-Cares Fund to fully 
vaccinate the people of 
the country in all these 
days.

Had the Centre taken 
up the free vaccination 
drive in this period, “We 
would not have to lose so 
many citizens in the age 
group of 18-45 years”, 
she claimed.

“What happened to 
the promise by (PM) 
Modi before the Bihar 
elections about free vac-
cination to everyone? So 

many months elapsed af-
terwards,” she said.

The Bihar Assem-
bly election was held in 
three phases in Octo-
ber-November last year.

“The Prime Minister 
should not take credit 
for the free vaccine poli-
cy of the Centre now and 
should explain what hap-
pened in all these days,” 
Ms Banerjee said.

The Chief Minister 
said that two crore peo-
ple were inoculated in 
West Bengal and the 
state government spent 
₹ 200 crore to procure 
vaccines.

As BJP’s Mukul Roy skips meet, 
Delhi leadership in a huddle

Kolkata, 09 Jun [PTI]: 
BJP leader Mukul Roy 
has added to his party’s 
nervousness by skipping 
a key meeting in Kolkata. 
His silence on specula-
tion that he is heading 
back to Mamata Baner-
jee’s Trinamool Congress 
has not helped.

The BJP has launched 
efforts to salvage its 
Bengal unit, with sever-
al leaders raising tough 
questions and not hiding 
their resentment after 
the party’s election loss.

Besides Mukul Roy, 
who is BJP Vice-Presi-
dent, Suvendu Adhikari 
also failed to attend the 
meeting called by state 
chief Dilip Ghosh. Mr 
Adhikari is in Delhi for 
meetings with the lead-
ership, sources pointed 
out, adding that Mr Roy’s 
wife is in hospital so he 
could not get away.

Mr Roy has neither 
confirmed nor denied 
the rumours but his son 
Shubranshu has not 
ruled out a return to the 
Trinamool Congress.

Last week, Mama-
ta Banerjee’s nephew 
Abhishek Banerjee - re-
cently elevated to a key 
post - visited Mr Roy in 
hospital and inquired 
after his wife. The very 
next morning, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 

called him to ask about 
his wife’s health.

The Trinamool claims 
35 BJP MLAs are eager to 
return and are in touch 
with the leadership. The 
tables are turned, gloats the 
party that lost its leaders 
and MLAs to the BJP in the 
weeks before the Bengal 
election.

Amid signs of brew-
ing rebellion and “reverse 
migration”, the BJP’s most 
prominent acquisition from 
the Trinamool, Mr Adhikari, 
met with Home Minister 
Amit Shah and BJP presi-
dent JP Nadda in Delhi. To-
day, he met PM Modi.

Two MPs, Arjun singh 
and Saumitra Khan are 
also heading to Delhi for 
meetings aimed at “feed-
back and review”.

The party’s strategy, 
both during and after the 

state election, has been 
called into question by 
Bengal leaders, espe-
cially those who ditched 
Mamata Banerjee just 
before the polls.

These leaders resent 
that the BJP brought in cam-
paigners from outside for 
the state election instead 
of relying on the local lead-
ership that delivered 18 of 
Bengal’s 42 Lok Sabha seats 
in 2019. It was a “mistake” 
that helped Mamata Baner-
jee, they say, as she turned it 
into a “Mamata versus All” 
and a “Trinamool vs outsid-
ers” fight.

Among the doubters 
is Trinamool alum and 
ex-minister Rajib Banerjee, 
who joined the BJP in the 
presence of Home Minister 
Amit Shah after dramatical-
ly flying to Delhi in a pri-
vate jet arranged by the 

ruling party.
Mr Banerjee has, in 

a Facebook post, ques-
tioned his new party’s 
move to threaten Pres-
ident’s rule in Bengal 
and the Centre’s moves 
against Mamata Ba-
nerjee, who retained 
power by a landslide. 
The people of Bengal 
will not take it well, he 
says, and advises the par-
ty to focus on Covid and 
the aftermath of Cyclone 
Yaas.

Another former Tri-
namool leader, Sabyasa-
chi Dutta -believed to be 
close to Mukul Roy and 
now with the BJP, told a 
local channel: “Getting 
leaders who can’t speak 
Bengali to run the cam-
paign was a mistake as 
there was a communica-
tion gap.”

“Quack in garb of Baba”: Doctors’ 
body to top medical body on Ramdev

New Delhi, 09 Jun 
[pti]: The Indian Medi-
cal Association (IMA) on 
Wednesday wrote to the 
Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR) against 
yoga guru Baba Ramdev 
alleging him of making 
“unprovoked demeaning 
and prejudicing utter-
ances against modern 
medicine”.

“We are therefore 
seeking your indulgence 
as the statutorily au-
thorized ‘custodian’ of 
modern medicine in the 
interest of the medical 
profession and medical 
professionals especially 
in the context of the ma-
terial fact that self-styled 
Baba Ramdev through 
his ruthless public utter-
ances is making a mock-
ery of modern medicine 
and the professionals 
which tantamount to the 
mockery and ridicule of 
the life-saving protocols 
that have been worked 
out by the Indian Council 
of Medical Research and 
have been successfully 
put into operation that 
has resulted in unparal-
leled effectivity,” wrote 
IMA in its letter to ICMR

“However, the quack 
Baba Ramdev in his pub-
lic depiction is not only 
tarnishing it but also 
undermining the entire 
responsive and respon-
sible contribution of In-
dian Council of Medical 
Research in such difficult 

times which is uncharita-
ble and also defamatory 
and tarnishing in nature 
and character in taming 
the crook and the quack 
in the garb of Baba Ram-
dev from causing unilat-
eral irreparable damage 
to the fair name and 
credit of the protocols 
prescribed by the ICMR, 
executed by the modern 
medicine professionals 
including humiliation 
that he has heaped on 
the Covid martyrs by in-
sulting them in the most 
barbaric and beastly 
manner,” the letter adds.

The controversy 
started with a video, 
floating on different so-
cial media sites, showing 
Ramdev terming modern 
allopathy “a stupid and 
failed science”.

Last week, the IMA 
had appealed to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
to take appropriate ac-
tion under sedition and 

other charges against 
Ramdev for allegedly 
“spearheading a misin-
formation campaign on 
COVID vaccination”.

The IMA had sent a 
legal notice to yoga guru 
Ramdev over his alleged 
statements against allop-
athy and “defaming” sci-
entific medicine.

However, the Patan-
jali Yogpeeth Trust has 
denied allegations by 
the IMA that Ramdev has 
misled people by making 
“unlearned” statements 
against allopathy and 
defamed scientific med-
icine.

“IMA brings to the no-
tice of our Health Minis-
ter, a video circulating in 
social media portraying, 
the celebrated Yoga Gu-
ruji saying that ‘modern 
allopathy ek aisi stupid 
aur diwaliya science hai’ 
(modern allopathy is 
a stupid and failed sci-
ence),” the association 

had said in its statement.
On May 23, Ram-

dev had withdrawn his 
statements on allopathic 
medicine after receiving 
a strong-worded letter 
from Union Health Min-
ister Dr Harsh Vardhan 
who called his remarks 
“inappropriate”.

“We do not oppose 
modern medical science 
and allopathy. We believe 
that allopathy has shown 
immense progress in 
surgery and the lifesav-
ing system and served 
humanity. My statement 
has been quoted as part 
of a WhatsApp message 
that I was reading during 
a meeting of volunteers. 
I am sorry if it has hurt 
anyone’s sentiment,” 
wrote Ramdev in his let-
ter to the Union Health 
Minister in Hindi.

According to the Ha-
ridwar-based Patanjali 
Yogpeeth Trust state-
ment, Ramdev was read-
ing out a WhatsApp for-
warded message in the 
video that has gone viral 
on social media.
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Mass Covid testing reaches Chuba-Perbing
Namchi, 09 Jun [IPR]: In mass random Covid testing, a team led by Medical Officer, Namthang Primary Health Centre, Dr Mingyur 
D Lassopa, Dental Surgeon’s Dr Ayesha Chettri and Dr Sushmita Chettri and ANM Deepsika Chettri collected a total of 203 RT-PCR 
samples under Chuba-Perbing GPU. The team also conducted a total of 29 RAT test all of which were found negative. Additionally, at 
Namthang PHC a total of 14 RAT test was conducted out of which 2 samples were found positive.

CAEPHT hosts Community 
empowerment prog

summit report
Gangtok, 09 Jun:

The programme on 
“Community Empow-

erment through Tech-
nology Products” con-
ducted at CAU, Imphal 
was streamed online at 
old auditorium hall of 
CAEPHT, Ranipool on 9 
Jun, 2021 at 11.00am, a 
press release informs. 

The programme was 

attended by the facul-
ty members, staff and 
farmers of the Sikkim 
state maintaining the 
Covid-19 SOP. 

Additional Chief En-
gineer, Jeevan Chettri, 
FS & AD, attended the 
programme as chief 
guest. Only eight farmers 
were invited for the pro-
gramme from East and 
West Districts of Sikkim 

due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic. 

Inputs which were 
supplied by in-charge 
AICRP-PEASEM were 
distributed. The faculty 
and staff of CAEPHT, Ra-
nipool and COH, Bermiok 
also contributed one 
day salary for provid-
ing inputs to the Sikkim 
farmers during current 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Landslide damages property in Bringbong village 
wangchuK Bhutia
Mangan, 09 Jun: 

A team of Disaster 
Management De-

partment led by SDM 
Dzongu inspected 
Bringbong village un-
der Hee Gyathang GPU 
in North Sikkim to 
take stock of damages 
brought about by the 
torrential rain of 08 
Jun, 2021. 

The team visited 
Bringbong PS and few 
houses damaged by 

landslide. A brief report 
of the damages has been 

submitted to DC North. 
The report highlights the 

need for immediate res-
torations of the proper-

ties damaged. 
A school located in 

the village has also been 
damaged and staff of 
the school have been 
asked to not visit the 
campus for the time 
being. The SDM has di-
rected the concerned 
panchayat to ensure 
proper maintenance of 
drains in and around 
the village. He also as-
sured immediate re-
moval of debris from the 
school campus. 

Covid safety equipment 
distributed at Sumin Linchey

summit report
Gangtok, 09 Jun:

Zilla Panchayat of Sum-
in Linchey, Kumari 

Chettri, distributed Pulse 
Oxymeters, N95 Masks, 
Surgical Masks, Hand 

Wash, Gloves, PPE Kits, 
Accure BP Machine, Hand 
Sanitizer and face shields 
to the staff of PHSC, Mid-
dle Sumin and also to the 
Milk Collection Centre at 
Upper Sumin.

She also provided 
Battery Operated Spray-
er to the Sumin Linchey 
GPU.

All the ASHAs of her 
constituency also re-
ceived the same supplies.

Tycoon behind DAMAC’s Trump golf club wants full ownership
DUBAI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP): The bil-
lionaire founder of one of 
Dubai’s largest develop-
ers, DAMAC Properties, 
announced on Wednes-
day his intention to take 
the company fully private 
by buying its publicly 
traded shares in a move 
that would delist it from 
the local stock exchange.

DAMAC is known 
in Dubai for a devel-
opment that features a 
Trump-branded golf club 
surrounded by villas and 
apartments, making it 
the only one of its kind 
in the Middle East that 
bears the Trump logo. 
The company’s part-
nership with the Trump 
Organization to manage 
and run the golf course 
was struck before Don-

ald Trump’s election as 
U.S. president. The golf 
club was inaugurated by 
Trump’s two sons in Feb-
ruary 2017 when he was 
president.

The company, found-
ed by HussainSajwani, 
also manages the DA-
MAC Towers, a high-
rise development that 
includes luxury res-
idences and the Hol-
lywood-themed Para-
mount hotel and resort 
near the world’s tallest 
tower in Dubai. DAMAC 
also has projects in Qa-
tar, Jordan, Saudi Ara-
bia, Lebanon and the 
U.K.

When DAMAC went 
public in early 2015, 
Sajwani stood to prof-
it greatly from the sale 
while retaining majority 

ownership. The compa-
ny was valued then at 
around $3.8 billion.

Shares have since 
fallen and the company 
is now valued at $2.1 bil-
lion, making the buy back 
a much more affordable 
endeavor.

A notice filed by DA-
MAC to the Dubai Finan-
cial Market said Sajwani 
owns about 72% of the 
company through vari-
ous investment firms. His 
offer to buy out minority 
shareholders is valued at 
approximately 2.19 bil-
lion dirhams, or what is 
$595 million.

The statement an-
nounced that Maple In-
vest Co., which is owned 
by Sajwani and regis-
tered in the British Virgin 
Islands, intends to ac-

quire shares to reach at 
least 90% plus one own-
ership and then exercise 
its rights to acquire the 
remaining shares of any 
minority shareholders 
that do not accept the of-
fer. The company would 
then be delisted off the 
Dubai exchange.

It was announced that 
Sajwani had tendered his 
resignation as chairman 
and board of director 
of DAMAC Properties 
due to conflicts of in-
terest in the sale and 
purchase. The board of 
directors will appoint 
a new chairman who is 
an Emirati national, the 
statement said. A com-
mittee will review and 
assess the offer.

Last year, the compa-
ny lost $283 million in 

earnings despite higher 
revenues that reached 
$1.28 billion. In 2019, the 
developer saw its first 
yearly loss since becom-
ing publicly traded at $10 
million off revenues of 
nearly $1.19 billion.

DAMAC’s losses re-
flect concerns of an over-
supply of new properties 
on the market, which 
prompted Dubai’s lead-
ership in 2019 to an-
nounce the creation of 
a committee to review 
new real estate projects 
before they come into 
the pipeline. The govern-
ment is seeking to curb 
the pace of new construc-
tion projects as property 
prices fall and the sheer 
scale of developments 
threatens to outstrip de-
mand.

Former VW boss to pay firm $13 million over diesel scandal
FRANKFURT, Germany 
(AP): Volkswagen said 
Wednesday that former 
CEO Martin Winterkorn 
has agreed to pay 11.2 
million euros ($13.6 mil-
lion) in compensation for 
what the company called 
his failure to quickly get 
to the bottom of the scan-
dal over diesel engines 
rigged to cheat on emis-
sions tests.

The German auto-
maker also said it would 
be receiving 270 million 
euros ($329 million) 
from liability insurance 

against loss from the ac-
tions of directors and of-
ficers.

The company said in 
a statement that Win-
terkorn “breached his 
duties of care” as CEO, 
based on an extensive in-
vestigation by a law firm 
commissioned by the 
company.

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
caught Volkswagen using 
software that let the cars 
pass emissions tests and 
then turned off air pollu-
tion controls during nor-

mal driving. Winterkorn, 
who has denied wrong-
doing, resigned a few days 
after the Sept. 18, 2015 
notice of violation from 
the EPA. Volkswagen has 
apologized and paid more 
than 31 billion euros in 
fines, recall costs and com-
pensation to car owners.

U.S. environmental 
regulators were alerted 
to the emissions prob-
lems in May 2014 by a 
study from the West Vir-
ginia University’s Center 
for Alternative Fuels, En-
gines & Emissions. Volk-

swagen, however, contin-
ued to assert that the in-
creased emissions came 
from technical issues, not 
illegal software.

The investigation found 
that from July 27, 2015, 
Winterkorn failed “to com-
prehensively and promptly 
clarify the circumstance 
behind the use of unlawful 
software functions” in 2.0-li-
ter diesel engines sold in the 
U.S. from 2009 to 2015.

The company said 
Winterkorn also failed to 
ensure that the company 
answered questions from 

U.S. regulators “truthful-
ly, completely and with-
out delay.”

Settlements were 
also reached with other 
former VW executives. 
Under the agreements, 
Rupert Stadler, former 
head of the Audi luxury 
car division, would pay 
4.1 million euros, former 
Audi executive Stefan 
Knirsch 1 million euros 
and former Porsche exec-
utive Wolfgang Hatz 1.5 
million euros. Porsche is 
a part of the Volkswagen 
Group.

DRDO invites applications from 
Indian pharma firms for bulk 

production of Covid drug 2-DG
Hyderabad, 09 Jun 
[pti]: The Defence Re-
search and Development 
Organisation or DRDO, 
which developed 2-De-
oxy-D-Glucose (2-DG), a 
drug used for treatment 
of COVID-19 patients, 
has called for Expression 
of Interest to transfer 
the technology to Indian 
pharmaceutical indus-
tries for production.

2-DG was developed 
by the Institute of Nucle-
ar Medicine and Allied 
Sciences (INMAS), a lab 
of DRDO, in collaboration 
with Dr Reddy’s Labora-
tories.

Clinical trial results 
have shown that this 
molecule helps in faster 
recovery of hospitalised 
patients and reduces 
supplemental oxygen de-

pendence.
Higher proportion 

of patients treated with 
2-DG showed RT-PCR 
negative conversion in 
COVID-19 patients.

According to the Ex-
pression of Interest docu-
ment, applications should 
be submitted before June 
17 through email.

“The EoI (Expression 
of Interest) submitted by 
industries will be scru-
tinised by a Technical 
Assessment Committee 
(TAC). Only up to 15 in-
dustries will be given 
Transfer of Technolo-
gy on their capabilities, 
technical hand hold-
ing capability of DRDO 
and on First Come First 
Served Basis,” it said.

The bidders should 
have a Drug license to 

manufacture Active 
Pharmaceutical Ingredi-
ent (API) from Drug Li-
censing Authorities and 
WHO GMP (Good manu-
facturing Practices) cer-
tification among others.

Laboratory synthe-
sis process for 2-DG has 
been developed using 
D-Glucose as starting 
material.

The synthesis pro-
cess consists of conver-
sion of D-Glucose to 2-DG 
through five chemical re-
action steps followed by 
purification.

The process has been 
established at batch 
scale (100g) and pilot 
plant scale (500g) and 
necessary patents have 
been filed by DRDO in 
this regard, the Defence 
body said.CBI carries out searches in Yes Bank case

New Delhi, Jun 9 (PTI): 
The CBI has carried out 
searches at 14 locations 
in Delhi-NCR and three 
other cities after reg-
istering an FIR against 
Oyster Buildwell Private 
Ltd, Avantha group pro-
moter Gautam Thapar 
and others for alleged 
diversion of over Rs 466 
crore in Yes Bank during 
2017-19, officials said.

Thapar is already be-
ing probed in another 
case related to diversion 
of public money in Yes 
Bank allegedly involving 

the bank’s former chief 
Rana Kapoor, they said.

In the present case, 
the CBI has also booked 
directors of Oyster Build-
well Pvt Ltd - Raghubir 
Kumar Sharma, Rajendra 
Kumar Mangal and Tapsi 
Mahajan - as well as un-
identified executives of 
Avantha Realty Pvt Ltd 
and Jhabua Power Ltd.

Oyster Buildwell Pvt 
Ltd (OBPL) is part of 
Avantha group with over 
97 percent stake held by 
Avantha Realty and the 
remaining by Thapar and 

Vani agencies, the CBI al-
leged.

The case has been 
registered on a com-
plaint, dated May 27, 
2021, from Chief Vigi-
lance Officer of the Bank 
Ashish Vinod Joshi.

The CBI has alleged 
that the accused have in-
dulged in a criminal con-
spiracy, criminal breach 
of trust, cheating and 
forgery for diversion of 
public money to the tune 
of Rs 466.15 crore, they 
said.

After registering 

the case, the CBI team 
searched at 14 locations 
in Delhi and NCR, Luc-
know (Uttar Pradesh), 
Secunderabad (Telanga-
na) and Kolkata (West 
Bengal) including the 
premises of the accused, 
they said.

The complaint by 
Yes Bank, now a part of 
the FIR, has alleged that 
Jhabua Power Limited 
(JPL), a group concern of 
OBPL, entered in a oper-
ations and maintenance 
contract for its 600 MW 
power plant with its 

holding company Jhabua 
Power Investment Ltd for 
10 years.

OBPL was required 
to pay an interest-free re-
fundable security deposit 
of Rs 515 crore to JPIL for 
which Yes Bank had sanc-
tioned a long-term loan of 
Rs 515 crore for 10 years.

The company default-
ed on payments with the 
account turning into a 
non-performing asset on 
October 30, 2019.

The total outstanding 
principal dues stand at Rs 
466.15 crore, it alleged.
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Introduce the young 
to environment First 

They will then take care of each other

It was World Environment Day recently. This time, the pan-
demic ensured that only the VIPs received the chance to 

wash away some of their guilt by planting saplings. Unlike 
past years, there were no major plantation drives, or work-
shops and seminars. Like every year though, once the peo-
ple were done with the process of observing WED and draft-
ing press releases, they settled deeper into their concrete 
homes driving fuel guzzling and noxious fume emitting 
vehicles, their headlights powered by batteries that turn 
the earth sour. This is so because although urban-dwellers 
realise at some level the need to protect the environment, 
they do not understand what environment really is. They 
want the city air to be cleaner, but cannot connect with the 
need to keep green belts alive for this to happen. You cannot 
really have healthy air if you keep conspiring to wipe out 
trees to make way for urban excesses. We want potable wa-
ter in our taps and also uninterrupted power supply, which 
either burns fossil fuels or divers water courses to generate. 
The city-bred ideas of environmental protection are riddled 
with clichés, are impractical and for all their high-sounding 
ideals, are shallow in their concern.

This is the trap that Sikkim has to work itself out of. 
Even though a majority of the people here live in the 

bustees, and are thus closer to nature, the generation which 
will take decisions in future is being groomed in the urban 
areas where Environment may have become a subject in 
school but speaks of things they cannot associate with. The 
disconnect cannot serve the environment too well, because 
even if a generation grows up feeling that the environment 
needs to be conserved, it will, by and large, not know what 
environment means. The superficiality of environmental 
concern will thus continue to mar even well-intentioned 
efforts. Take for instance the calls/ claims for a “Green 
Economy.” Economies, by nature, exploit natural resourc-
es to progress. The only green that an economy recognis-
es are ‘greenbacks’, and these have nothing to do with the 
greening of the environment. Activities which constitute a 
“green economy” continue to be microenterprises which 
are allowed neither the space nor the motivation to grow 
beyond token gestures. Statistics which are so important to 
economists, excite little appeal among the real folk who live 
in rural spreads and watch urban excesses exploit resources 
they have nurtured for generations. 

It is important for the young [the elders already beyond 
help] to realise that every time they leave the lights on lon-
ger than required or allow faulty water tanks to overflow or 
insist on being ferried around in an exclusive car instead of 
a bus or other mode of public transport, they are creating 
a demand for the exploitation of limited natural resources. 
Similarly, they should feel pride when they try and minimise 
their carbon footprint because then they would be support-
ing sustainable harnessing of finite resources which too 
many generations before them have exploited. 

As this section has repeated too often in the past, for 
such responsibility to ingrain itself, an introduction will 
have to be made first. That is not happening anymore. There 
are many children who have never seen a cow being milked. 
It is only slightly better in the villages because there, al-
though the children run chores around the home, they have 
never seen the indigenous cow graze in the fields because 
the only bovines around are imported hybrids which spend 
their entire lives in the cowshed. For no fault of theirs, most 
of the young might know the various functions of the vari-
ous keys of a mobile phone, but ask them to recognise one 
tree by name and they are stumped. They know the months 
and days of the week, but do not need to know the seasons 
anymore. This is not the curse of modernity, it is a reflection 
of the previous generation’s uncaring attitude not only to-
wards their young, but also towards the society and its col-
lective future. A generation so uninitiated in the ways of na-
ture cannot, even if it wants to, take care of the environment.

On World Environment Day, we should perhaps intro-
duce the young to environment first. Once they get to know 
each other, they will also take care of each other as well.

Why Standard Ways of Valuing Health 
were set aside During the pandemic

suBhash poKhrel
theconversation.com

Governments around the world 
initially responded to COVID-19 

according to the single most im-
portant aim: saving lives. But as the 
pandemic continued, affecting both 
health and finances, questions start-
ed arising as to what the right fo-
cus should be: protecting health or 
protecting the economy – or both. 
Implicitly, governments across the 
globe began considering a trade-off 
between the two in their decision 
making.

Making decisions on these mat-
ters is difficult. There is always more 
than one way to get things done. We 
call these alternatives or “compet-
ing measures”. When considering 
health and economic benefits, gov-
ernments have had alternatives at 
their disposal at different levels: 
tight lockdowns versus less strin-
gent ones (or none at all), open 
schools and universities versus on-
line-only education, open versus 
closed borders, and so on.

Each alternative leads to both 
positive and negative consequenc-
es. Being able to select one requires 
answering difficult questions. How 
much more dip in the economy are 
we willing to accept for every life 
that would be saved with a lock-
down? Or conversely, how many 
more deaths are we willing to accept 
in return for increased economic 
and other activities?

A standard practice for dealing 
with such difficult questions is to 
apply economic evaluation tools – 
measures that allow you to estimate 
the actual cost of efforts to protect 
people’s health, such as quality-ad-
justed life years (QALYs). Yet these 
haven’t been used.

HOW QALYs WORK
QALYs are a measure of how 

much good health an intervention 
provides. They measure not only 
the years of life saved by an inter-

vention but also how disability-free 
those saved life years would be. A 
measure that gives one year of per-
fect health provides one QALY; if it 
provides a year of life that is com-
promised – say by a disability or 
chronic condition – then it provides 
only a fraction of a QALY.

One way the UK uses QALYs is in 
the NHS, to determine whether new 
and expensive treatments should 
be provided. QALYs make such de-
cisions explicit and transparent. 
By estimating both the costs of the 
treatment and QALYs gained, you 
can judge whether it offers good 
value.

In the NHS, if the cost per QALY 
gained is between £20,000 and 
£30,000 (or up to £50,000 in case 
of some end-of-life treatments), 
the intervention is deemed 
cost-effective by the health watch-
dog, NICE. Other government de-
partments also use QALYs, though 
they may use different thresholds 
depending on the specific context. 
The UK’s Department of Health 
and the Treasury use a higher 
threshold than the NHS, for exam-
ple: £60,000 per QALY.

But despite their proven strength 
in making healthcare decisions ex-
plicit and transparent, QALYs haven’t 
been used by the UK government 
during the pandemic response. Re-
searchers have estimated that each 
QALY saved through lockdowns, for 

example, may have cost the country 
hundreds of thousands or even mil-
lions of pounds.

These estimates are much high-
er than the traditional thresholds 
used by NICE and others. Why has 
this happened?

NOT NORMAL TIMES
COVID-19 is an emergency. And 

one thing that differentiates emer-
gencies from normal times is the 
high level of risk aversion that pre-
vails due to uncertainties.

In an unfamiliar situation like a 
pandemic, the actual health impact 
of the problem is unknown. Calcu-
lating the scale of other impacts, 
such as economic harm, is also high-
ly challenging because of the novel-
ty of the situation. It’s very hard in 
such situations to calculate the scale 
of economic harm accurately.

In these sorts of situations, au-
thorities tend to err on the side 
of caution. Experience shows that 
when so much is unknown, the de-
sire to avoid the pandemic having a 
huge, uncontrollable health impact 
outweighs desires to assess the eco-
nomic costs.

Plus, at multiple points during 
the pandemic, these unknowns hav-
en’t been equal. The available hard 
data has shown not only frightening 
rates of viral transmission, but death 
rates soaring up and the threat of 
the NHS being overwhelmed. If the 
more concrete information in an 

uncertain situation points towards 
drastic consequences for people’s 
health, it’s not surprising that risk 
aversion kicks in and protecting 
health is prioritised over saving 
money.

For these reasons, despite calls 
for them to be used, cost-benefit 
measures such as QALYs have never 
been on the table. And as a result, 
rough calculations of the costs of 
saving a QALY have ended up being 
much higher than thresholds typi-
cally used in the UK.

Sadly, we are still in a highly un-
certain situation without meaning-
ful data on the wider impacts of dif-
ferent measures used to control the 
virus, beyond infection, hospitalisa-
tion and death rates. There are also 
additional factors, like the emer-
gence of new variants of the coro-
navirus, that can quickly change the 
likely health impacts of the pandem-
ic. Therefore, the application of nor-
mal times’ economic rules that gov-
ern healthcare decisions, although 
desirable, still isn’t feasible for the 
foreseeable future.

But what we should definitely be 
doing is collecting more hard data, 
retrospectively, on the economic 
and wider consequences of this cri-
sis, so that we have more informa-
tion at our disposal in future crises.

For example, although the cost 
per QALY saved wasn’t considered 
in developing or rolling out any of 
the COVID-19 vaccines, modelling 
suggests that vaccines appear to 
offer good value for money when 
considering the healthcare costs 
and deaths they avoid. Gathering in-
formation like this can help us build 
more robust economic models for 
situations down the line, and would 
help legitimise decisions on health 
spending in future pandemics.

[the writer is Professor of 
Health Economics and Head, 

Department of Health Scienc-
es, Brunel University London]

COVAX is failing to halt the COVID-19 
pandemic: here’s why, and how to fix it

monica De Bolle
theconversation.com

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) re-
cently called for an accelerated global ef-

fort to distribute vaccines to end the COVID-19 
pandemic. It was a welcome step because past 
official statements by world leaders have fallen 
short of delivering specific policies to reach des-
perate populations, particularly in low- and mid-
dle-income countries.

The IMF was also right to recognise that the 
cost of containing the COVID-19 pandemic is far 
less than the overall benefits for the global econ-
omy of full vaccine coverage. But it could have 
gone further by recognising that the inefficient 
vaccine allocation rules currently in place must 
be replaced by new cooperative institutional 
structures and more concrete steps by the Group 
of Twenty (G20) countries.

The IMF is approaching the problem too nar-
rowly. It strongly supports vaccine donations 
and distribution to be carried out solely through 
the COVAX facility. COVAX is one of three pillars 
of the initiative known as the Access to COVID-19 
Tools (ACT) Accelerator, which was launched in 
April 2020 at an event co-hosted by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), the European Com-
mission, French president Emmanuel Macron 
and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.

COVAX was created to facilitate equitable 
access to vaccines. The first two pillars were 
focused on equitable access to diagnostics and 
treatment. As helpful as the arrangement has 
been, its model of approaching the problem has 
become out of date.

Since its creation last year, vaccines have be-
come more available but distribution and other 
problems have become more apparent.

COVAX provided a good baseline model for 
expected public health needs. It was also useful 
for setting priority targets. The key one was to 
vaccinate about 20% of each country’s popula-
tion as quickly as possible.

But the facility suffers from two major flaws.
Firstly, it primarily allocates vaccines in pro-

portion to population sizes, which is not the best 
public health metric.

Secondly, it does not consider countries’ ca-
pacities to roll out massive immunisation cam-
paigns.

FLAWs
Setting vaccine distribution goals on the ba-

sis of population size is flawed for a number of 

reasons.
Firstly, it disregards the complexity of the 

problem. Countries are at very different stages of 
the pandemic. Some are suffering horrific losses 
and their health systems have collapsed. Others 
have a lack of adequate public health measures, 
and inadequate social adherence to these mea-
sures.

On the other hand, others face far less daunt-
ing scenarios.

Much has been said about the lack of vaccines 
in many African countries. But as precarious as 
this problem is on the continent, African coun-
tries aren’t currently experiencing the extremely 
aggressive outbreaks seen in India, Nepal, Brazil, 
and many other Latin American countries.

These cases lay bare the shortcomings of dis-
tributing vaccines on the basis of a population 
yardstick: the metric fails to capture the severity 
of the underlying public health problems facing 
different nations.

CRITERIA FOR ALLOCATION
Vaccine allocation, whether done through 

COVAX or directly, should be based on public 
health metrics. These include:

The incidence rate. This measures the num-
ber of new cases of COVID-19 that occur during 
a specified period of time in a population at risk 
for developing the disease. Usually expressed 
as incidence per a certain number of persons 
(1,000, 10,000, 100,000), the rate is a measure 
of events, that is, the transition from a non-dis-
eased to a diseased state, and thereby a measure 
of risk.

Countries at higher risk levels calculated 
using the incidence rate should have priority in 
vaccine allocations.

The attack rate. This measures the number 
of susceptible people who become ill within a 
set period of time as a share of the total number 
of susceptible persons. Increases in the attack 
rate may suggest that a viral variant that is more 
transmissible is becoming dominant in a certain 
country.

Indeed, higher attack rates were associat-
ed with the emergence of Alpha, or B.1.1.7, in 
the UK, Gamma, or P.1, in Brazil and Delta, or 
B.1.617, in India.

Therefore, without widespread genomic 
surveillance, the attack rate may help in map-
ping the spread of dangerous variants of con-
cern.

Health system capacity. This is measured by 

the number of intensive care beds per 1,000 peo-
ple in a given country, for example.

Abiding by these and other metrics for vac-
cine allocation would ensure that vaccines went 
to countries that had the greatest immediate 
need.

Vaccine allocation also needs to take into 
account the capacity that countries have to dis-
tribute them internally. Recently, Malawi burned 
20,000 doses of the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine 
only 18 days after receiving them due to the risk 
of expiration.

South Sudan has announced that the govern-
ment will send back to COVAX 72,000 doses of 
the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine, again because 
of the risk of expiration.

While these events are associated with in-
creased vaccine hesitancy following rare blood 
clotting events associated with the Oxford/As-
traZeneca vaccine, it is also the case that many 
countries in Africa, as well as in other regions, 
lack the resources to mount effective vaccination 
campaigns.

Without the necessary funding for these cam-
paigns, donation of doses is not only insufficient 
but also a waste of life-saving vaccine doses, as 
the cases of Malawi and South Sudan illustrate.

WHAT’S NEEDED
Vaccine allocation efforts need to be guided 

by both equity and efficiency principles. By fo-
cusing chiefly on equity, COVAX and other initia-
tives are currently failing at delivering vaccine 
doses to address public health emergencies 
around the globe.

Moreover, the excessive focus on equitable 
distribution leaves out the capacities and re-
sources that countries have for mounting mass 
vaccination campaigns.

Improving the existing structure requires 
concrete steps in global cooperation. This in-
cludes an agreement on the public health guide-
lines and metrics for vaccine distribution, actual 
donations of doses according to these guidelines 
in lieu of open-ended commitments or pledg-
es to donate surplus doses, and mechanisms to 
ensure that vaccine supply chains can operate 
smoothly.

Designing this structure should be the main 
objective of the G20 in the coming months both 
to fight the current pandemic and to prepare for 
future ones.

[the writer is Professor, Johns 
Hopkins University]
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Ladakh reserves subordinate 
service jobs for locals

Leh, Jun 9 (PTI): Lada-
kh administration has 
reserved all subordinate 
service jobs in the union 
territory for the local 
residents, a development 
welcomed by BJP but dis-
missed by an opposition 
leader on the plea that 
the rules are full of flaws .
In a notification issued 
by the Labour and em-
ployment department 
on Tuesday, the admin-
istration announced the 
Union Territory of Lada-
kh Employment (Subor-
dinate) Service Recruit-
ment Rules 2021 , re-
serving jobs exclusively 
for the locals.

No person shall be 
qualified for appoint-
ment to the service 
unless the person is a 
resident of the Union 
Territory of Ladakh, the 
notification read, clari-
fying that the rules shall 
not apply to persons with 
services in UT of Ladakh 
under the provisions of 
section 89(2) of Jammu 
and Kashmir Re-organi-
zation Act 2019, or such 
rules as may be pre-
scribed by the adminis-
tration.

Jammu and Kashmir 
was bifurcated into two 
union territories on Au-
gust 5, 2019 after its spe-
cial status under Article 
370 was revoked.

The recruitment 
rules, framed by 
Lietenant Governor R K 
Mathur, would come into 
force from the date of 
their publication in the 
official gazette, the no-
tification read.

The residents of 
Union Territory of La-
dakh means any per-

son who satisfies the 
criteria of residence as 
may be prescribed for 
the purpose of employ-
ment under the admin-
istration of Union Ter-
ritory of Ladakh under 
any act, rules or regu-
lation having force of 
law in Union Territory 
of Ladakh, the notifica-
tion said.

As per the rules, 
the appointment to the 
service shall be made 
by direct recruitment 
or by promotion, fail-
ing which by absorption. 
The competent authority 
to appoint a person to 
the service by absorption 
shall be the administra-
tion.

Every person on ap-
pointment to the service, 
by direct recruitment 
shall be on probation for 
a period of two years. 
Person on appointment 
to the service by pro-
motion or by absorption 
shall be on probation for 
a period of six months, 
the notification said.

It said the age limit 
and other qualifications 
for direct recruitment 
would be as prescribed 
by the administration.

If any question arises 
relating to the interpre-
tation of these rules, the 
matter shall be referred 
to the administrative de-
partment whose decision 
thereon shall be final and 
binding, the notification 
said.

Ladakh BJP president 
and MP Jamyang Tsering 
Namgyal thanked the 
Centre for the new rules, 
saying they were in ac-
cordance with the senti-
ments of the people.

Thanks #ModiSark-
ar, especially Hon. Home 
Minister Sh. Amit Shah 
Ji for respecting the sen-
timents and considering 
the demands of people 
of Ladakh in respect of 
#JobSafeguards for the 
residents of Ladakh, 
Namgyal said in a tweet.

However, prominent 
politician from Kargil 
Sajjad Hussain expressed 
his resentment against 
the new rules, claim-
ing that these are full of 
flaws .

but these rules are 
full of flaws Who is the 
resident of Ladakh, what 
is the criteria? LAHDCs 
(Ladakh Autonomous 
Hill Development Coun-
cils of Leh and Kargil) 
were totally ignored 
and rules unilaterally 
imposed, Hussain, who 
enjoyed the backing of 

National Conference and 
Peoples Democratic Par-
ty as a candidate in the 
last parliamentary elec-
tions, wrote on twitter.

Meanwhile, senior 
CPI(M) leader and for-
mer MLA Mohamad 
Yousuf Tarigami said the 
latest decision to reserve 
jobs for residents of La-
dakh region is another 
half-hearted attempt of 
the BJP government as 
it did not even bother to 
consult two functional 
hill development coun-
cils in the region.

CPI(M) stand on J&K 
Reorganisation Act-2019 
through which the erst-
while state of Jammu and 
Kashmir was downgrad-
ed and divided into two 
Union Territories J&K 
and Ladakh - is clear that 
it was unconstitutional, 
arbitrary and against the 
interests of the people of 

the region. The party has 
already challenged it in 
the Supreme Court, he 
said in a statement.

He said the Article 35-
A, which was scrapped 
by the BJP government 
along with the Article 
370 in 2019 unconsti-
tutionally , was there to 
protect the land and job 
rights of people of resi-
dents of all three regions 
of J&K.

The unconstitutional 
decision harmed the in-
terests of people of Kash-
mir, Jammu and Ladakh 
equally, he said.

Tarigami said there 
was no clarity in the lat-
est order issued by the 
Lt Governor of Ladakh 
whether those applying 
for jobs will have to sub-
mit permanent residence 
certificates, as was the 
practice prior to 2019, or 
domicile certificate.

Unlike Ladakh, the 
recruitment rules framed 
for J&K last year allowed 
all domiciles, even those 
who have been living in 
J&K for more than seven 
years or studying in the 
UT up to class 12, as eli-
gible to apply for jobs, he 
said.

He said a lot of cor-
porate sector companies 
were working in Ladakh 
region and limited em-
ployment opportunities 
in the region have been 
provided to the outsiders 
through them.

We once again reiter-
ate that if the BJP govern-
ment wants to correct its 
wrongs, it should restore 
the pre- 5 August 2019 
position of J&K. Taking 
half-hearted decisions 
to appease one region or 
one community will not 
work, the CPI(M) leader.

Nagaland extends lockdown till June 11
KOHIMA, JUN 9 (PTI): 
The Nagaland govern-
ment on Wednesday an-
nounced an extension of 
the ongoing Covid-relat-
ed lockdown till June 18 
with easing of some re-
strictions.

The decision was 
taken by the states High 
Powered Committee on 
COVID-19 at a meeting 
chaired by Chief Minis-
ter Neiphiu Rio two days 
before the current lock-
down was to end, state 
minister Neiba Kronu 
said.

This will be the third 
extension of the lock-
down in the state.

Earlier, a seven-day 
lockdown was imposed 
in the northeastern state 
from May 14 to contain 
the spread of coronavi-
rus. Subsequently, it was 
extended till May 31 and 
then up to June 11.

“Views of all the Dis-
trict Task Force (DTF) 
were taken through 
video conferencing. It 
has been a consensus to 
continue lockdown with 
more relaxation,” Kro-
nu, who is also the HPC 
spokesperson, said.

The HPC has recom-
mended the COVID-19 
war room to increase 
the duration of shop-
ping timings for essential 
commodities, which is 
currently from 6 am to 
12 noon throughout the 
state, he said.

The HPC also decided 
that trains will not stop 
at Dimapur, the only rail-
way station in the state.

While construction 
activities had resumed 
in the state, it was decid-
ed that labourers from 
outside Nagaland would 
not be allowed if they do 
not furnish a negative 

COVID- 19 test result.
Previously all places 

of worship and church 
services had been re-
stricted, but the HPC 
meeting on Wednesday 
permitted a maximum 
of 20 members to attend 
prayer service in church-
es.

The government also 
allowed the opening of 
stationery shops, he said.

However, classes will 
continue in the online 
mode.

HPC co-spokesperson 
and advisor Mmhonlu-
mo Kikon said while the 
Nagaland chief secretary 
would issue an overall 
lockdown guideline for 
the entire state but the 
respective DTF of the dis-
tricts would issue nec-
essary orders for relax-
ation as per the situation 
in the districts.

Nagalands COVID-19 

caseload during the start 
of the total lockdown 
on May 14 was 17,531, 
which mounted to 
21,680 on May 31, when 
the extended lockdown 
was to end.

The number of 
COVID-19 deaths had 
also doubled from 190 
on May 14 to 376 on May 
31, necessitating an ex-
tension of the lockdown 
with total restrictions till 
June 11.

However, in the past 
8 days, there has been 
a decrease in daily case 
count. The COVID-19 tal-
ly in the state on Tuesday 
was 23,051, and with the 
demise of three corona-
virus patients, the death 
toll was 432.

The recovery rate in 
Nagaland has also im-
proved from 72.59 per 
cent on May 31 to 75.03 
per cent till Tuesday.

farmer leaders to meet mamata 
to elicit support for stir

Kolkata, Jun 9 (PTI): 
Farmer leaders led by 
Rakesh Tikait and Yudh-
vir Singh of the Bharatiya 
Kisan Union will be meet-
ing West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata Baner-
jee on Wednesday to elicit 
her support for the ongo-
ing farmers’ stir against 
the new agriculture laws 
and for a Minimum Support 
Price for farm produce.

Banerjee’s support 
for the agitation which 
has drawn on the farmer 
community in rural north 
India, is being viewed as 

a potential booster which 
has been flagging in recent 
weeks.

Yudhvir Singh, general 
secretary of the BKU, told 
PTI, “We want to congrat-
ulate Mamata Banerjee for 
her electoral victory and 
to elicit her support for 
the move to give farmers 
a fair MSP for their crops.”

Singh wants to also 
impress Banerjee to come 
up with MSP for fruits, 
vegetables and milk prod-
ucts in West Bengal as 
“this will serve as a model” 
elsewhere.

The lack of a specified 
MSP and glut in produce 
often leads to farmers suf-
fering from extremely low 
prices which results in 
huge losses, often leading 
to farmer suicides in many 
parts of the country.

Tikait and other farm-
er leaders have been 

agitating on Delhi’s bor-
ders for the past one year 
against three laws passed 
by the Parliament which 
they feel will commercial-
ise agriculture without ad-
equate protection to small 
farmers from exploitation 
by large retail chains and 
industry.

Tripura logs 700 new COVID-19 
cases, 5 more deaths

Agartala, Jun 9 (PTI): 
Tripura’s COVID-19 tal-
ly rose to 56,169 as 700 
more people tested pos-
itive for the virus, while 
five new fatalities pushed 
the coronavirus death 
toll to 574, a health offi-
cial said on Wednesday.

The state current-
ly has 5,152 active 
COVID-19 cases, the offi-
cial said.

At least 563 more 
people recuperated since 
Tuesday, taking the total 
number of COVID-19 re-
coveries to 50,380.

The COVID-19 recov-
ery rate now is 89.79 per 
cent.

Altogether, 10,72,002 
samples have been tested 
so far for COVID-19.

Meanwhile, health ex-
perts said 50-60 per cent 
of the COVID-19 patients 
in the second wave in the 
state are infected by the 
double mutant variant 
of coronavirus or Delta 
variant.

“Like some other 
states, the infection of 
Delta strain in Tripura is 
high -- around 50 to 60 
per cent. The double mu-
tant variant is infecting 
young people, even chil-
dren as well. It is a mat-
ter of concern”, said Dr 
Tapan Majumder, head of 
the Microbiology depart-
ment of Agartala Gov-
ernment Medical College 
(AGMC).

As the Delta strain is 
now claiming compara-
tively more lives than the 
previous ones, Dr Ma-
jumder said that a high 
dose of the virus infec-
tion, late diagnosis that 
increases the risk factors 
and immune deficiency 
were the principal caus-
es as per the death audit.

“While analyzing 
some of the RT-PCR test 
reports of the Covid-in-
fected patients who died, 
we found that the viral 
load of the virus was very 
high in most of the cases. 
They might have been 
attacked by the virus in 
an unsafe position... “, Dr 
Majumder told reporters.

“Late diagnosis and 
less immunity power 
of the infected persons 
are also the reasons be-
hind such deaths. Some 
people after developing 
symptoms, are avoiding 
tests. In that case, by the 
time the patients start 
suffering from breathing 
problems and reach the 
hospital, the infection 
reaches a high level,” he 
said.

Majumder said that 
as young people have the 
capacity to tolerate heavy 
hypoxia, sometimes they 
don’t realise the breath-
ing problem even if the 
oxygen saturation level 
comes down to 80 unless 
they monitor it by a pulse 
Oximeter.

Odisha reports 6,019 new 
COVID-19 cases, 43 more deaths
Bhubaneswar, Jun 9 
(PTI): Odisha report-
ed 6,019 new COVID-19 
cases on Wednesday and 
43 more deaths, a Health 
Department official said.

The state has so far re-
ported 8,31,129 cases and 
3,123 fatalities, he said.

Of the new infections, 
3,397 were reported 
from quarantine centres 
and the remaining 2,622 
were local contact cases.

There are 71,312 active 
cases in the state at present.

In the last 24 hours, 
8,836 patients recovered, 
taking the total recover-
ies to 7,56,641.

Khurda district, 
where state capital Bhu-

baneswar is located, re-
ported the highest 796 
new cases, followed by 
Cuttack (531) and Jajpur 
(406).

Of the latest fatali-
ties, Khurda accounted 
for five deaths. Angul, 
Cuttack, Jharsuguda and 
Sundergarh reported 
four deaths each.

The state tested 
68,778 samples on Tues-
day.

Meanwhile, the Bhu-
baneswar Municipal Cor-
poration started a door-
to-door vaccination drive 
for bedridden persons. 
So far, 51 such persons 
have registered to avail 
the service.
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Donovan Mitchell scores 45, 
rallies Jazz past the Clippers

SALT LAKE CITY (AP): Don-
ovan Mitchell did not feel like 
his usual self for an entire half.
The Utah Jazz guard strug-
gled with a bout of nausea 
and light-headedness before 
halftime Tuesday night. He felt 
even worse after his individu-
al performance on offense and 
defense.
“I didn’t do a lot of things right 
for my team in the first half, 
and it ate at me,” Mitchell said.
Mitchell did virtually every-
thing right in the second half.

He scored 45 points and 
lifted the Jazz to a 112-109 
victory over the Los Angeles 
Clippers in Game 1 of their 
Western Conference semifinals 
series.

Mitchell imposed his will 
offensively after halftime, 
scoring 32 points to rally 
the Jazz from a double-digit 
deficit. Jordan Clarkson and 
BojanBogdanovic chipped in 
18 points apiece. Mitchell and 
Clarkson combined for 12 
3-pointers.

Kawhi Leonard scored 23 
points to lead Los Angeles. 
Paul George chipped in 20 
points and 11 rebounds. Luke 
Kennard added 18 points 
while making a team-high 
four 3-pointers.

Utah and Los Angeles will 
play Game 2 on Thursday in 
Salt Lake City.

“We had a pretty good 
rhythm in the first half,” Leon-
ard said. “We came in the third 
quarter pretty flat, but they 
are good defensive team. They 
played hard tonight, and they 
fought the whole game.”

The Jazz trailed by as many 
as 14 points before rallying 

and overtaking the Clippers in 
the fourth quarter. Utah took 
the lead for good on a 21-9 
run bookended by 3-pointers 
from Bogdanovic. His second 
one gave the Jazz a 103-93 lead 
with 5:22 remaining.

George hit a 3-pointer to 
cut the deficit to 112-109 in the 
final minute. But Rudy Gobert 
blocked a potential game-tying 
shot from Marcus Morris with 
a second left to preserve the 
victory.

“Personally, I enjoy those 
moments,” Gobert said. “I em-
brace those moments.”

The Jazz went ice cold on 
offense during the first quar-
ter. Utah jumped out to a 10-2 
lead after Mitchell made a pair 
of 3-pointers. Over the next 8 
1/2 minutes, the Jazz missed 
20 consecutive shots. 15 of the 
20 shots were contested by the 
Clippers. Utah started 3-of-25 
from the field before Clarkson 
buried a corner three to break 
the ice.

“We’ve had games where 
we’ve not shot it well,” Jazz 
coach Quin Snyder said. “Those 
are the games where you have 
to rely on your defense. The 
thing I’m pleased with is we 
didn’t stop shooting. We tried 
to get better looks.”

Los Angeles capitalized 
on the lengthy drought with 
a 22-2 run. Kennard buried 
three 3-pointers to put the 
Clippers in front 24-12 late in 
the quarter.

Hot outside shooting 
buoyed Los Angeles in the 
second quarter and kept 
Utah at a distance. The 
Clippers went 7 of 12 from 
3-point range during the 
quarter. Four of those bas-
kets came during a stretch 
in which they scored on six 
straight possessions, cul-
minating in Rajon Rondo’s 
outside basket, to extend their 
lead to 51-37.

“We did a great job in the 
first half and then came out in 

third quarter a little sluggish, 
not making the right play and 
not making any shots while 
they kind of got going offen-
sively,” Clippers coach Tyron-
neLue said.

Mitchell took over from the 
start of the third quarter. He 
scored four straight baskets to 
open the quarter and totaled 
16 points in nine minutes. His 
effort helped the Jazz regain a 
72-71 lead at the end of a 13-4 
run. Mitchell scored back-to-
back baskets to fuel the run 
and assisted the go-ahead 
layup from Royce O’Neale.

“I’m just happy with how I 
was able to control the pace,” 
Mitchell said. “That’s some-
thing I’ve tried to make strides 
with throughout my career.”

tip-ins
Clippers: Serge Ibaka (back 

spasms) did not play. … DeMar-
cus Cousins made his postsea-
son debut and finished with 
six points and three rebounds 
in four minutes. Cousins did 

not appear in any of the first-
round games against Dallas. … 
George went 4-of-17 from the 
field.

Jazz: Mike Conley (right 
hamstring strain) did not play. 
… Mitchell shot 11-of-17 from 
the field in the second half. … 
Gobert and O’Neale combined 
for 23 rebounds. … Utah did 
not score a two-point basket 
during the first quarter, going 
0-of-8 inside the 3-point line.

full house
The Jazz hosted their first 

full capacity crowd at Vivint 
Arena since March 9, 2020. 
The arena holds 18,300. It 
created a raucous atmosphere 
to the point where the crowd 
noise drowned out commen-
tary from the TNT crew calling 
the game at certain points.

“We really felt it through-
out the whole game. It wasn’t 
just at the end or in the key 
moments,” Gobert said. “Hav-
ing that crowd behind us really 
gave us a big lift.”

DefensiVe shift
Gobert’s end-of-game 

block underscored a dom-
inant defensive effort for 
the Jazz throughout the 
second half. Utah allowed 
just six total baskets in the 
third quarter and held the 
Clippers to 5-of-19 shoot-
ing from the perimeter 
over the final 20 minutes. 
The Jazz also edged Los An-
geles 24-18 in rebounds after 
halftime.

“They play physical, so we 
definitely have to be more phys-
ical next game, get to our spots, 
get to the basket, keep attack-
ing the paint,” Kennard said. 
“They’re making us work.”

NCAA can do better with gender equality
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP): 
Oklahoma softball coach 
Patty Gasso has had 
enough.
Her Sooners are closing 
out another dynamic 
season by playing Florida 
State in the best-of-three 
Women’s College World 
Series final this week. 
But lately, she’s had more 
on her mind than win-
ning between the lines.

About a month ago, 
she lit into the NCAA 
for its WCWS format. 
She pointed out that the 
men’s College World Se-
ries stretches over nearly 
two weeks and does not 
include doubleheaders 
while the women’s tour-
nament lasts no more than 
a week and forces several 
teams to play doublehead-
ers. She said the current 
format is a health risk for her 
players, and that she has, at 
times, been uncomfortable 
with how she has had to use 
pitchers while winning her 
four national titles.

Gasso’s ire was raised 
again this week after 
Florida State and Okla-
homa State played a 
WCWS game that started 
at nearly midnight and 
didn’t end until after 2 
a.m. on Sunday. Though a 
rain delay pushed things 
back, she felt the situ-
ation could have been 
avoided. In the men’s 
World Series, there are 
more days off and more 
scheduling flexibility.

“It’s very uncomfort-
able when we are talking 
to our players about 
standing up for what is 
right, yet, what is hap-
pening around us is not 
right,” Gasso said. “And 
the players will do what-
ever you put in front of 

them. They’re not go-
ing to complain. They’re 
going to go to bed at 
three, wake up at seven, 
because it’s the World 
Series. But that’s not the 
memory they need to 
have.”

If this sounds fa-
miliar, it should: There 
was sharp criticism of 
inequalities between 
the men’s and women’s 
basketball tournaments 
earlier this year. Similar 
complaints were raised 
only a few weeks later 
about the women’s NCAA 
volleyball tournament.

Now, softball is hav-
ing its reckoning.

There’s plenty of en-
ergy behind this year’s 
WCWS, which returned 
after being canceled last 
year because of the pan-
demic. A $27.5 million 
project that Oklahoma 
City voters approved in 
2017 has been complet-

ed, and USA Softball Hall 
of Fame Stadium has 
new upper decks that 
increased seating capac-
ity from 9,000 to 13,000 
along with improved 
locker rooms and other 
amenities.

The men’s and wom-
en’s World Series events 
boasted similar televi-
sion ratings in 2019 and 
ratings are strong again 
this year for the WCWS, 
according to ESPN.

Merely having more 
than women’s softball 
has had before isn’t 
enough anymore.

“I think it’s (soft-
ball) ready to burst, and 
I just hope we can get 
the NCAA to understand 
that and look at some of 
the inequities that are 
still involved in women’s 
sports,” recently retired 
Arizona coach Mike Can-
drea said. “And I think 
they need to be changed 

because we have a tre-
mendous product.”

The NCAA declined 
an interview request for 
this story, saying it wants 
to keep the focus on the 
athletes. Joni Comstock, 
NCAA senior vice presi-
dent of championships, 
said the Division I Softball 
Committee that handles 
the format and scheduling 
includes active coaches 
and administrators from 
around the country.

There are questions, 
and not just about sched-
uling. The women don’t 
have showers at USA 
Softball Hall of Fame Sta-
dium. And Gasso pointed 
out before the tourna-
ment that there are no 
indoor batting facilities 
for the women.

The men have those 
things.

“Oklahoma City has 
done that with increas-
ing the seating and you’ll 

get that wow factor (at 
the stadium),” Gasso 
said. “But there are still 
things behind the scenes 
that need to get worked 
on, and they will. I know 
they will. We’re in the 
right direction, without 
question.”

The NCAA made a 
change on Sunday. When 
another weather delay 
raised the potential for 
two very late games they 
were moved to Monday 
and the championship 
series was moved back a 
day to Tuesday.

Matthew Holmes, the 
NCAA’s assistant direc-
tor for championships 
and alliances, said that 
was an independent de-
cision unrelated to the 
long night that dragged 
into Sunday. He said the 
games were moved be-
cause the softball com-
mittee didn’t want those 
games potentially split 

into separate days, giv-
ing one finalist a rest day 
while the other played in 
an elimination game.

The coaches feel per-
manent changes are need-
ed. Florida State coach 
Lonni Alameda said the 
schedule makes players 
less than their best, which 
means television viewers 
are getting a lesser prod-
uct.

“I really want to be 
a part of bringing that 
discussion up, because I 
know in our sport, we’ll 
play until all hours, we’ll 
do what’s ever needed 
because we’re a blue-col-
lar sport,” she said. “But 
on the other side, when 
we’ve got something so 
great we’ve got to protect 
it and take care of it. So 
that conversation has to 
start happening. Now that 
I’ve lived it, I can help 
that conversation move 
along.”

Shake Milton 
saves Sixers 
as Philly 
evens series 
with Hawks
PHILADELPHIA (AP): 
Joel Embiid bounded on 
the court and pointed at 
Shake Milton following 
an electrifying stretch 
that might have saved 
Philadelphia’s season 
and yelled, “I told you be 
ready!”

Sure enough, Embi-
id — who had a sideline 
confrontation last season 
with Milton — rallied the 
forgotten guard with a 
pregame pep talk.

“For some reason,” 
Embiid said, “I felt like he 
was going to be needed.”

Milton buried a 
32-footer and scored 14 
points, and Embiid had 
a playoff-best 40 points 
and 13 rebounds to lead 
the 76ers past the At-
lanta Hawks 118-102 in 
Game 2 on Tuesday night 
and even the Eastern 
Conference semifinal.

Game 3 is Friday in 
Atlanta.

“It really shows what 
the playoffs is about,” 
76ers forward Tobias 
Harris said. “You never 
know who’s going to be 
able to step up.”

Milton took his turn 
in Game 2.

Milton shined at times 
as a sixth man this season 
before he fell out of favor 
and slogged through an 
awful first round against 
Washington (3.4 points 
per game).

With the reserves fail-
ing Philly for the second 
straight game against the 
Hawks — the Sixers had 
zero bench points at the 
half — coach Doc Rivers 
gave Milton a shot in the 
third.

The Sixers squan-
dered a 21-point lead 
and Trae Young hit a 
pair of free throws in the 
third for Atlanta’s first 
lead, 80-79.

Then came Shake.
Milton did not play in 

the first half but prompt-
ly buried a quick 3 to 
make it 82-80 for Phil-
adelphia’s first bench 
points in 34 minutes. He 
buried a long-distance 
3 at the horn that sent 
the Sixers into the fourth 
quarter with a 91-84 lead 
and sent the crowd into 
an absolute frenzy. He 
kept it going with a jump-
er early in the fourth that 
made it 95-84.

Rivers kept the faith 
and Shake rattled the 
Hawks and helped the Six-
ers roll to a 14-0 run that 
blew the game open and 
they avoided a straight 
second disaster at home. 
“He prepared himself and 
he believed he would get 
another shot and he got 
it,” Rivers said. Milton’s 
14 minutes were the most 
valuable of Game 2.

Embiid proved his val-
ue all season.

Playing with a carti-
lage tear in his right knee, 
Embiid carried the Sixers 
early not long after he 
found out he was run-
ner-up in NBA MVP vot-
ing. Embiid, Tobias Harris 
and Seth Curry steadied 
the top-seeded Sixers a 
game after they fell behind 
by 26 and were stunned in 
a Game 1 defeat. Young 
scored 21 points for the 
Hawks, DaniloGallinari 
scored 21 and Kevin 
Huerter had 20. “When-
ever we got close we just 
turned the ball over or 
gave up a basket,” coach 
Nate McMillan said. “We 
didn’t really do a good job 
of controlling or establish-
ing our defense all night 
long.”

spain 
expands 
parallel 
squad after 
2nd player 
tests positive
MADRID (AP): spain ex-
panded its parallel squad 
on Wednesday after Di-
ego Llorente became the 
second player infected 
with the coronavirus 
ahead of the European 
Championship.

Coach Luis Enrique 
called up 11 players from 
Spain’s under-21 squad 
to train separately from 
the main team in a paral-
lel bubble. They will join 
six other players who 
had already been called 
up after captain Sergio 
Busquets tested positive 
and was put into isola-
tion on Sunday. Llorente 
tested positive on Tues-
day and also had to leave 
the team’s training camp.

No other players have 
tested positive so far, the 
Spanish soccer federa-
tion said.

Llorente’s positive 
result was made public 
not long after Spain’s 
under-21 squad beat 
Lithuania 4-0 on Tues-
day night in Madrid in a 
match that was supposed 
to be played by the senior 
team as its final warm-up 
before “La Roja” opens 
its Euro 2020 campaign 
against Sweden on Mon-
day in Seville.

All but one of the 
20 players called up for 
that match — Bryan Gil 
— had played for the 
senior national team be-
fore. The friendly count-
ed as a first-team match, 
with players getting caps 
and an official debut for 
coach Luis de la Fuente 
with the main squad. The 
last time Spain had 10 
players on debut for a se-
nior international was in 
1941, against Portugal, 
after the team had not 
played since Spain’s Civil 
War broke out in 1936.

The Spanish federa-
tion did not say wheth-
er Busquets or Llorente 
would be cut from the 
squad.

Luis Enrique had ear-
lier called up six players 
to practice separately 
at the team’s training 
camp: KepaArrizabala-
ga, defender RaúlAlbiol, 
Rodrigo Moreno, Pablo 
Fornals, Carlos Soler and 
Brais Méndez.

Luis Enrique has un-
til Saturday to make 
changes to his initial 
list in case of injuries 
or COVID-19 cases. He 
only selected 24 play-
ers instead of the 26 al-
lowed for each nation-
al team at Euro 2020, 
saying he didn’t want 
to call up too many 
players who would not 
likely be used at the 
tournament.

Among those left 
out was veteran cap-
tain Sergio Ramos — a 
defender like Llorente 
— who had been side-
lined for most of the 
second part of the 
season because of in-
juries and a spell with 
COVID-19.

Players who test 
positive must stay in 
isolation for at least 
10 days, meaning both 
Busquets and Llorente 
will miss the open-
er against Sweden. It 
would also be unlikely 
they would be fit for 
Spain’s second match 
against Poland on June 
19. The team’s final 
Group E match will be 
against Slovakia on June 
23, also in Seville.
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ElseWhere

‘This IS INSANE’: Africa desperately 
short of COVID vaccine

CAPE TOWN, South Afri-
ca (AP): In the global race 
to vaccinate people against 
COVID-19, Africa is tragically 
at the back of the pack.
In fact, it has barely gotten out 
of the starting blocks.
In South Africa, which has the 
continent’s most robust econ-
omy and its biggest coronavi-
rus caseload, just 0.8% of the 
population is fully vaccinat-
ed, according to a worldwide 
tracker kept by Johns Hopkins 
University. And hundreds of 
thousands of the country’s 
health workers, many of whom 
come face-to-face with the vi-
rus every day, are still waiting 
for their shots.

In Nigeria, Africa’s biggest 
country with more than 200 
million people, only 0.1% are 
fully protected. Kenya, with 
50 million people, is even low-
er. Uganda has recalled doses 
from rural areas because it 
doesn’t have nearly enough to 
fight outbreaks in big cities.

Chad didn’t administer its 
first vaccine shots until this 
past weekend. And there are 
at least five other countries in 
Africa where not one dose has 
been put into an arm, accord-
ing to the Africa Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion.

The World Health Organi-
zation says the continent of 1.3 
billion people is facing a severe 
shortage of vaccine at the same 
time a new wave of infections 
is rising across Africa. Vaccine 
shipments into Africa have 
ground to a “near halt,” WHO 
said last week.

“It is extremely concern-
ing and at times frustrating,” 
said Africa CDC Director Dr. 
John Nkengasong, a Cameroo-
nian virologist who is trying 
to ensure some of the world’s 
poorest nations get a fair share 

of vaccines in a marketplace 
where they can’t possibly com-
pete.

The United States and 
Britain, in contrast, have ful-
ly vaccinated more than 40% 
of their populations, with 
higher rates for adults and 
high-risk people. Countries 
in Europe are near or past 
20% coverage, and their cit-
izens are starting to think 
about where their vaccine 
certificates might take them 
on their summer vacations. 
The U.S., France and Germa-
ny are even offering shots to 
youngsters, who are at very 
low risk of serious illness from 
COVID-19.

Poorer countries had 
warned as far back as last year 
of this impending vaccine in-
equality, fearful that rich na-
tions would hoard doses.

In an interview, Nkenga-
song called on the leaders of 
wealthy nations meeting this 
week at the G-7 summit to 
share spare vaccines — some-
thing the United States has 
already agreed to do — and 

avert a “moral catastrophe.”
“I’d like to believe that the 

G-7 countries, most of them 
having kept excess doses of 
vaccines, want to be on the 
right side of history,” Nkenga-
song said. “Distribute those 
vaccines. We need to actually 
see these vaccines, not just ... 
promises and goodwill.”

Others are not so patient, 
nor so diplomatic.

“People are dying. Time is 
against us. This IS INSANE,” 
South African human rights 
lawyer Fatima Hasan, an activ-
ist for equal access to health 
care, wrote in a series of text 
messages.

The Biden administration 
made its first major move to 
ease the crisis last week, an-
nouncing it would share an 
initial batch of 25 million spare 
doses with desperate countries 
in South and Central America, 
Asia and Africa.

Nkengasong and his team 
were in contact with White 
House officials a day later, he 
said, with a list of countries 
where the 5 million doses ear-

marked for Africa could go to 
immediately.

Still, the U.S. offer is only 
a “trickle” of what’s needed, 
Hasan wrote.

Africa alone is facing a 
shortfall of around 700 mil-
lion doses, even after taking 
into account those secured 
through WHO’s vaccine pro-
gram for poorer countries, 
COVAX, and a deal with John-
son & Johnson, which comes 
through in August, two long 
months away.

Uganda just released a 
batch of 3,000 vaccine doses 
in the capital, Kampala — a 
minuscule amount for a city 
of 2 million — to keep its pro-
gram barely alive.

There and elsewhere, the 
fear is that the luck that some-
how enabled parts of Africa to 
escape the worst of previous 
waves of COVID-19 infections 
and deaths might not hold this 
time.

“The first COVID was a joke, 
but this one is for real. It kills,” 
said DanstanNsamba, a taxi 
driver in Uganda who has lost 

numerous people he knew to 
the virus.

In Zimbabwe, ChipoDzim-
ba embarked on a quest for 
a vaccine after witnessing 
COVID-19 deaths in her com-
munity. She walked miles to 
a church mission hospital, 
where there were none, and 
miles again to a district hos-
pital, where nurses also had 
nothing and told her to go to 
the region’s main government 
hospital. That was too far away.

“I am giving up,” Dzimba 
said. “I don’t have the bus fare.”

South African health work-
ers faced similar disappoint-
ment when they crowded into 
a parking garage last month, 
hoping for vaccinations and 
ignoring in their desperation 
the social distancing protocols. 
Many came away without a 
shot.

FemadaShamam, who is in 
charge of a group of old-age 
homes in the South African 
city of Durban, has seen only 
around half of the 1,600 elder-
ly and frail people she looks af-
ter vaccinated. It is six months, 
almost to the day, since Britain 
began the global vaccination 
drive.

“They do feel very de-
spondent and they do feel let 
down,” Shamam said of her un-
vaccinated residents, who are 
experiencing “huge anxiety” 
as they hunker down in their 
sealed-off homes 18 months 
into the outbreak. Twenty-two 
of her residents have died of 
COVID-19.

“It really highlights the big-
gest problem ... the haves and 
the have-nots,” Shamam said.

As for whether wealthy 
countries with a surplus of 
vaccine have gotten the mes-
sage, Nkengasong said: “I am 
hopeful, but not necessarily 
confident.”

Gucci digitally outfits Gen-Z in 
metaverse foray with Roblox

MILAN (AP): Anyone 
whose virtual alter ego 
is wandering around the 
Roblox online game plat-
form these days might 
run into other avatars 
sporting Gucci handbags, 
sunglasses or hats.
The digital-only items 
were part of a limited 
Gucci collection for Rob-
lox, a step by the fashion 
house that prides itself 
on Italian craftsman-
ship to enter an expand-
ing virtual space where 
many of its youngest 
admirers already are at 
home.

Players in the 
metaverse — where vir-
tual worlds, augmented 
reality and the internet 
meet — say the big-name 
fashion collaboration 
represents a new era of 
virtual-real world inter-
play, a space in which 
smart product placement 
meets the desire of con-
sumers to express their 
personalities in the vir-
tual world.

While the Gucci Gar-
den space on Roblox was 
open for two weeks last 
month, the platform’s 
42 million users could 
spend from $1.20 to $9 
on collectible and limit-
ed-edition Gucci accesso-
ries. Items were hidden 
in the virtual Gucci Gar-
den, which echoed re-
al-world Gucci Garden 
exhibitions in Florence 
and other global cities. 
Some items were offered 
for free, and the exclusiv-
ity was underlined with 
limited time releases.

The experience al-

lowed Roblox’s core de-
mographic — roughly 
ages 9 to 15 — a digital 
entrée to the rarified 
world of luxury goods 
that few can dream of 
in the real world. Now 
that the space is closed, 
the limited edition items 
have even greater cachet. 
According to the devel-
oper, more than 4.5 mil-
lion items were “won.”

Many parents may 
scratch their heads at 
paying real money to ac-
cessorize an avatar, but 
Generation Z players 
have long been prepped 
for this evolution.

They ran through 
physical streets and 
parks to intercept and 
capture Pokemon Go 
characters, part of an 
augmented reality mo-
bile game that launched 
in 2016. Many took the 
edge off pandemic lock-
down by playing with 
real-world friends over 
gaming platforms. On Ro-
blox, dressing up avatars 
is old hat.

“Gen Z, they some-
times see virtual prod-
ucts as more valuable 
than physical products,” 
Christina Wootton, the 
vice president for brand 
partnerships at Roblox, 
said. “We are definitely 
seeing that on Roblox, 
where it is all about sto-
rytelling and self-expres-
sion. There are so many 
people who come togeth-
er and social and con-
nect with their friends, 
and they want to repre-
sent their digital selves 
through fashion.”

While the Gucci items 
users bought only can 
be “worn” on the Roblox 
platform, it is just the tip 
of the metaverse iceberg.

Similar items made 
and traded in the 
metaverse are known 
as non-fungible tokens 
(NFTs) — digital objects 
backed by blockchain 
technology certifying 
their authenticity, and 
often uniqueness. NFTs, 
which might be any-
thing from personalized 
“skins,” or costumes, for 
avatars to digital art, can 
be traded ad-infinitum, 
potentially growing in 
value with each trade. 
Their ownership is not 
limited to any single plat-
form.

Even on Roblox, 
which has its own mar-
ketplace where items can 
be traded, the Gucci Dio-
nysus Bag with Bee was 
resold for over $4,100 
worth of Robux — ex-
ceeding the price of a real 
Gucci Dionysus bag and 
a huge premium of the 
original price of 475 Ro-
blox, roughly $4.75. Only 
851 of the bags were 
available during two 
releases, making it the 
rarest piece in the collec-
tion, compared with the 
2.6 million wide-brim 
denim hats that were 
snapped up.

Unlike NFTs, the as-
tronomically priced Di-
onysus bag cannot be 
traded outside of the 
Roblox platform, making 
it seemingly a vanity in-
vestment for a super-fan.

The metaverse’s po-

tential for the fashion 
world goes well beyond 
the world of gaming 
and extends into digi-
tal ecosystems that are 
still under construction. 
So-called decentralized 
worlds are seeing a huge 
influx of money, with bil-
lions being spent to iron 
out technical issues.

Boson Protocol, a 
technology company, 
is bridging the gap be-
tween the metaverse 
and physical world with 
a new venture designed 
to allow consumers to 
purchase fashion NFTs 
for their avatars from a 
platform, Decentraland. 
NFTs, in turn, will con-
tain vouchers redeem-
able for corresponding 
real-world items. The 
project is expected to 
launch in two months.

“If we increasing-
ly are going to exist in 
these digital spaces, then 
objects that are scarce, 
unique and ownable, of 
course, are going to have 
value in those spaces,” 
London-based Boson 
Protocol co-founder Jus-
tin Banon said. “All of 
these things of social sig-
naling in the real world 
are just, in fact, perhaps 
more important in the 
digital world.”

It’s only natural that 
fashion would pave the 
way for the less digitally 
savvy consumers, who 
may shy away from Bit-
coin and balk at multi-
million-dollar sales of 
NFTs that have captured 
the attention of artists 
and collectors alike.

Billionaire donor slams vaccine 
hoarding at Africa’s expense

KAMPALA, Uganda 
(AP):Billionaire philan-
thropist Mo Ibrahim is 
sharply criticizing the 
hoarding of COVID-19 
vaccines by wealthy na-
tions, urging the inter-
national community to 
“walk the talk” of equita-
ble distribution as Africa 
desperately lags behind.

Ibrahim, a British mo-
bile phone magnate who 
was born in Sudan, is 
hailed as a voice of moral 
authority across Africa. 
The 75-year-old earned 
his fortune by estab-
lishing the Celtel mobile 
phone network across 
Africa in the 1990s.

He is now using that 
fortune to promote de-
mocracy and political ac-
countability on the conti-
nent, including through 
his sponsorship of the 
$5 million Ibrahim Prize 
for African leaders who 
govern responsibly and 
who give up their power 
peacefully.

He lamented the 
global “competition” for 
vaccines in an interview 
with The Associated 
Press. He said he views 
the the pandemic-era 
phrase “nobody is safe 
until everybody is safe” 
as a meaningless slogan 
until there is an equitable 
distribution of COVID-19 
vaccines around the 
world.

“They say that while 
they are hoarding the 
vaccine. Can you walk 
the talk? Stop just talking 
like parrots, you know, 
and do you really mean 
what you said?” Ibrahim 
said late Tuesday in a 
Zoom call from London, 
where he is based.

He argued that “at 
least a reasonable por-
tion” of the vaccines 
should go to frontline 
workers in Africa.

The World Health Orga-
nization reported last week 
that COVID-19 vaccine 
shipments have ground to 
“a near halt” in Africa at a 
time when some countries 
face a spike in cases.

Africa has adminis-

tered vaccine doses to 
31 million of its 1.3 bil-
lion people. But only 7 
million people are fully 
vaccinated, according to 
World Health Organiza-
tion Africa director Mat-
shidisoMoeti.

Sub-Saharan Africa 
has on average admin-
istered only one vaccine 
dose per 100 people, 
compared to a global 
average of 23 doses per 
100 people, she said, re-
iterating Africa’s ongoing 
plea for richer countries 
with significant vaccina-
tion coverage to share 
some of their remaining 
doses.

President Joe Biden 
has said the United States 
would share some of its 
vaccines.

Ibrahim warned also 
that Africa cannot afford 
to sit back, citing a need 
for greater accountabili-
ty by governments which 
pledged in 2001 to spend 
at least 15% of their na-
tional budgets on public 
health. Economic inte-
gration that widens trade 
among nations is key, he 
said.

While support from 
abroad is welcome, he 
said, “we should rely 
much more on ourselves. 
I always thought self-re-
liance is something im-
portant in Africa.”

“We really need to 
build resilient health ser-
vice in our countries,” he 
said.

Citing Tanzania un-
der former leader John 
Magufuli, who died in 
March, Ibrahim said he 
was disappointed that 
some presidents ap-
peared to dismiss the 
threat from COVID-19.

“We need to hold our 
leaders accountable,” 
he said. “You deny and 
you pay the price... Un-
fortunately, your people 
also pay the price. So we 
need to hold our people 
accountable for their be-
havior, for the way they 
allocate resources. And it 
is for us in civil society to 
keep raising this issue.”
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coVER GIRl! celeb christine Quinn hit the magazine stands in los 
angeles

aries:
What do you do when things refuse to go your way? Do 
you huff and puff, Aries, or accept the situation for what it 
is? Remember, we’re moving closer and closer to the solar 
eclipse. So choose the path of least resistance. Learning to be 
flexible as and when required will take you a long way.
taurus:
There is never a dearth of love, wealth and opportunities in 
your world. Read that again, Taurus. What the cards want you 
to focus on today: visualising yourself in the midst of a lush 
garden, dressed in your finest, holding the cornucopia or the 
horn of plenty in your hand. Remember, you are supported 
in all of your earthly ventures, and all the resources you need 
will be provided to you at every step along the way.
gemini:
You’ve got 99 problems at hand, Gemini, and stressing 
incessantly isn’t going to fix any of them. What the cards 
are urging you to focus on today: centering yourself. 
Work with meditation techniques that stay in the present. 
Listening to your favourite motivational speaker or going 
for a walk in the wilderness are some of the other ways 
in which you can alleviate your troubles. As you do, 
look beyond the current fluctuations in your reality and 
remember that you’re protected and taken care of. 
cancer:
Take a moment to centre yourself, Cancer. As you do, observe 

the fluctuations in your emotional landscape. The constant 
chatter in your mind that is lowering your vibration. You 
are where you are supposed to be, and everything that’s 
unfolding is a part of the divine plan. So embrace the changes 
with both arms and trust that they’re taking you to a better 
place.
leo:
Sometimes, you’ve just gotta put on a star-studded dress, 
spray on an intoxicating perfume, brew a cup of lavender tea, 
and watch the show unfold. The bad news: we’re a day away 
from the eclipse and you may have no control over what is 
taking place around you. The good news: you have a front 
row ticket to devour it all, and with mild interest, take a few 
notes. Remembering that it’s all a play is the key to watching 
your triggers and operating from a space of higher wisdom.
Virgo:
You’ve been to hell and back, Virgo, but that doesn’t mean 
it’s all downhill from here. That voice of wisdom within is 
reminding you that the wheel is turning in your favour and 
that things are going to get better for you. So trust that voice 
and act in a manner that you’re being guided to. Something 
tells us you’re *this* close to calling in a miracle!
liBra:
We, as humans, tend to believe that we’re the doers of 
things, and that we have to control every aspect of our 
life single-handedly. But this is far from the truth, Libra. 

Imagine a parallel reality. A reality where you simply show 
up and things begin to happen for you, miracles become an 
everyday occurrence, and the resources you need at every 
step make themselves available. Today, you’re being asked to 
make that paradigm shift to the ‘yin’ and hold space for the 
divine forces to show up for you.
scorpio:
Control is an illusion, Scorpio. We repeat: control is an illusion. 
Observe how and where you are holding on too tightly as you 
relinquish your false sense of control. Revelation, revelation: 
it’s much easier to get things done when you allow the divine 
forces to look out for you. Given that we’re a day away from 
the eclipse, some of you may be feeling tired and fatigued. It’s 
okay to take a day off every now and then. Give yourself the 
downtime you deserve (minus the guilt).
sagittarius:
If the offer at hand looks too good to be true, it’s because it 
is. But, that doesn’t mean you’re not worthy of it, Sagittarius. 
Remembering that the path needs you as much as you 
need to walk it will help you make the right decision. What the 
cards want you to remember: you are supported in all of your 
ventures. Given that we’re a day away from the eclipse, some of 
you could be feeling unusually fatigued. Work with your body 
rather than against it. Yes, that means letting go of the need to be 
productive at all times and getting adequate rest.
capricorn:

You can plan with precision every detail of this story, yet 
what is about to unfold will surprise both you and those 
around you. Destiny is stepping in, Capricorn—and she has 
big plans for you this week. What to expect: synchronistic 
encounters and serendipitous openings. The doors that 
were once tightly secured are now unlocking themselves 
for you. Believing in your power and potential will help you 
make space for miracles. Trust that and move forward!
aquarius:
It’s been a rollercoaster ride with little or no respite, and 
quite frankly, you’re exhausted. The cards want you to hit 
the pause button, breathe, and regroup. The worst is behind 
you, Aquarius. The new moon is going to bring about a 
massive shift in all areas of your life—trust this and reaffirm 
the good that is yet to come. Remember, you are a co-creator 
of your Destiny and the power to alter the script has always 
been within you.
pisces:
If everything remained constant, nothing would change. If 
nothing would change, we would find ourselves stagnant, 
which as you know, is the enemy of growth. So, accept the 
changes with both arms. As you do, take some time out 
to centre yourself, breathe through the drama, make that 
gratitude list and reaffirm the good in your life. You are 
where you are supposed to be, and things will only get better 
from here!

Police Officer Pleads Guilty to 
Kidnap and Rape of Murdered 
British Woman Sarah Everard

A U.K. Metropolitan Police officer confessed 
to kidnapping and raping Sarah Everard, 

whose remains were found more than a week 
after her disappearance on March 12.
British police officer Wayne Couzens plead-
ed guilty to kidnapping and raping Sarah 
Everard, a 33-year-old marketing executive 
whose death sparked outrage worldwide.

According to NBC News, Couzens virtu-
ally appeared in a London court on Tuesday, 
June 8, where he entered a guilty plea on 
charges of kidnapping and raping Everard. 
The Guardian reports Couzens is suspected 
of kidnapping her on the night of March 2, 
while the rape allegedly took place between 
March 2 and 10.   

Additionally, per The Guardian, the 
48-year-old officer “admitted responsibil-
ity” for killing Everard, but has not yet 
entered a plea on the charge of murder. 

During the hearing, it was shared that 
a psychiatric report on Couzens may be 
ready by next month, according to The 
Guardian, when he is next scheduled to 
appear in court.

Members of the Everard family, in-
cluding Sarah’s parents Jeremy and Susan, 
were present for the hearing.

Couzens remains in custody at the Bel-
marsh prison in south-east London.

He was initially arrested on suspicion of 
kidnapping Everard on March 10, but two 
days later he was charged with both kidnap-
ping and murder. The two charges coincided 

with the discovery of Everard’s remains in a 
wooded area of Kent, England, where Cou-
zens and his wife lived.

On June 1, U.K. Metropolitan Police con-
firmed Everard’s cause of death. “A post-mor-
tem examination into the death of Sarah 
Everard held at the William Harvey Hospital 
in Ashford has given cause of death as com-
pression of the neck,” a spokesperson stated. 
“Sarah’s family have been informed and are 
being supported by specialist officers.”

According to The New York Times, the 
Everard family said in a statement, “Sarah was 
bright and beautiful — a wonderful daughter 
and sister. She was kind and thoughtful, car-
ing and dependable.”

Though Couzens’ arrest ended the fami-
ly’s search for their daughter, it ignited ques-
tions about the Met’s hiring practices, as well 
as disciplinary actions.

The New York Times reported Couzens 
was previously arrested on suspicion of in-
decent exposure at a fast food restaurant in 
south London on Feb. 28. It’s unclear how 
the Met responded to the allegations, but on 
March 12, they confirmed a police watchdog 
is investigating whether two officers had “re-
sponded appropriately” to the allegations 
against Couzens. 

Women across Britain and abroad mourn-
ed Everard’s death, including Duchess of 
Cambridge Kate Middleton, who laid flowers 
at a memorial for the 33 year old on Saturday, 
March 13.

Wawa to mark ‘Mare of Easttown 
Day’ with new cheesesteak

philaDelpHIA (AP): For all the love Wawa 
has gotten thanks to the HBO hit TV show 
“Mare of Easttown,” the popular Pennsylva-
nia convenience store chain is giving a little 
back.

To celebrate its newest store opening in 
Delaware County — where the Kate Wins-
let-led crime drama is set — Wawa is dedi-
cating Thursday as “Mare of Easttown Day,” 
an homage to the show that introduced the 
world to the coffee and hoagies Pennsylva-
nians have loved for years.

Customers of the relocated Upper Darby 
store will get to enjoy that coffee Thursday 
free of charge, and the first 100 customers 
will get a “Wawa Delco” t-shirt.

British actress Winslet plays Mare Shee-
han, a detective sergeant in Easttown — a 
fictional town just outside of Philadelphia 
— who is investigating the murder of a teen 
mother while looking into the disappearance 
of another young girl. As Mare, the Oscar win-
ner eats hoagies and drinks Wawa coffee, all 
in the perfect patois of Philadelphia and its 
suburbs. Winslet said she worked on the ac-

cent every day to get it just right.
To turn into Mare, Winslet worked along-

side Chester County Detective Christine 
Bleiler, who also served as a police techni-
cal adviser on the drama. Bleiler will be at 
the Wawa store Thursday ordering the very 
first “Mare of Easttown Spicy Cheesesteak,” 
a limited edition sandwich that will be sold 
throughout dozens of Wawas in Delaware 
County.

It’s a nod to how spicy the show is, Wawa 
said in a statement.

Local police and fire officials will also be 
honored at the event and Wawa will donate 
money each to the charities of their choice, as 
well as $10,000 to the Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia.

Wawa said they wanted to “celebrate 
the authenticity of the show as it depicts 
the culture and resilience of a community 
that stands by one another during good 
times and bad, and shines a light on ev-
eryday heroes who go to great lengths to 
serve their community.”

While Wawa is inextricably tied to Penn-
sylvania, the chain also has locations in New 
Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Florida 
and Washington, D.C.

Harrison exits ‘Bachelor’ in wake of racial insensitivity
LOS ANGELES (AP): Chris Harrison, the 
original host of ABC’s “The Bachelor” 
and its spinoffs, is leaving the long-run-
ning franchise.
His departure comes four months after 
he defended contestant Rachael Kirk-
connell against criticism over 2018 pho-
tos showing her at a fraternity formal 
with an Old South plantation theme.

Harrison is “stepping aside as host of 
‘The Bachelor’ franchise. We are thank-
ful for his many contributions over the 
past 20 years and wish him all the best 
on his new journey,” Warner Horizon 

and ABC Entertainment said in a joint 
statement Tuesday.

The producer and the network had 
no further comment, including on a re-
placement for Harrison. His publicist 
didn’t immediately respond to a request 
for comment.

Harrison faced backlash after he 
voiced support for Kirkconnell during 
an “Extra” interview last February 
with Rachel Lindsay, who had been on 
“The Bachelorette” and was the first 
Black star of the franchise that begin 
in 2002.

In a subsequent online statement, 
Harrison apologized for what he called a 
“mistake.” While he had only intended to 
ask for “grace” and compassion for Kirk-
connell so she could address the issue, 
Harrison said, he realized he had caused 
harm by “speaking in a manner that per-
petuates racism.”

He was on hiatus from the franchise 
before his permanent departure was 
confirmed. The current season of “The 
Bachelorette” is being hosted by former 
cast members Tayshia Adams and Kait-
lynBristowe.

Kemper apologizes for role with 
group that had racist past

ST. LOUIS (AP): Actress Ellie Kemper 
has apologized for participating in a 
debutante ball hosted by a St. Louis or-
ganization that she now says had “an 
unquestionably racist, sexist and elitist 
past.”
The 41-year-old St. Louis native and star 
of TV’s “Unbreakable Kimmy Schmidt” 
was criticized on Twitter after it was 
revealed that when she was 19, she was 
named “Queen of Love and Beauty” at St. 
Louis’ Veiled Prophet Ball.

The Veiled Prophet Organization 
dates to the late 1800s. It didn’t allow 
Black members until 1979. Daughters of 
many prominent St. Louis families have 
held the same title as Kemper, whose 
family founded Commerce Bancshares.

Kemper, who rose to fame on TV’s 

“The Office,” said onInstagram that she 
was unaware at the time of the history 
of the Veiled Prophet, but “ignorance is 
no excuse.”

The Veiled Prophet Organization 

put out its own statement saying it “ac-
knowledges our past and recognizes the 
criticism levied our way.” The statement 
said that the organization today “rejects 
racism, in any form.”


