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A to seek info

1 B737 MAX

s from Boeing,
n carriers post
iopian crash

2lhi, Mar 10 (PTI):
on regulator
will seek infor-
1 from Boeing
1 as Jet Airways
piceJet operat-
oeing 737 MAX
ft in the wake of
crash in Ethiopia,
ing to senior of-

many as 149 pas-
s, including Indi-
ere killed when a
» 737 MAX plane
ed by Ethiopian
s crashed soon
taking off from
Ababa.

] Directorate
1l of Civil Avi-
(DGCA) would
nformation from
maker Boeing
Indian carriers
ing Boeing 737
planes in India,
ing to the offi-

Airways and
ot fly Boeing 737
lanes.

Sikkim to go to pollson 11
Apr, results on 23 May

SAGAR CHHETRI
GANGTOK, 10 MAR:
Sikkim will be holding

simultaneous Assem-
bly and Parliamenta-
ry elections in the first
phase of general election
2019 on 11 April.

In exactly a month’s
time, the fate of the 32
assembly seats and the
lone parliamentary seat
will be decided by the
electorate.

With the announce-
ment of dates by the
Election Commission of
India, the model code of
conduct has also come
into effect.

ECI declared the
dates late Sunday eve-
ning, announcing a seven
phase Lok Sabha elec-
tions and Assembly elec-
tions in three states star-
ing 11 April through till 19
May followed by counting
of all votes on 23 May.

The gazette notifica-
tion for the elections will
be issued on 18 March
and the last date for fil-

T

SR
ing of nominations has
been fixed for 25 March
with scrutiny of nomi-
nations scheduled for 26
March.

The last date of with-
drawal of nomination
papers is 28 March with

polling on 11 April.
Addressing a press
conference here this eve-
ning, Chief Electoral Offi-
cer of Sikkim, R Telang,
informed that with the
declaration by the ECI,
the model code of con-

duct has come into force.

He added that the
Chief Electoral Office has
made all preparations to
implement the MCC in
the State. He informed
that 24X7 control rooms
in all districts shall now

be operational and var-
ious teams have been
constituted.

Expenditure  moni-
toring teams, static sur-
veillance teams and fly-
ing squads have been put
in place as well.

He informed that
there were three flying
squads for every constit-
uency so there will be
around 90 flying squads
across the State to mon-
itor any violation of ECI
guidelines for the polls.

Mr Telang informed
that video surveillance
teams will record meet-
ings of political parties
and added that there will
be district and state level
MCMC teams.

He mentioned that
all instruments have
already been put into
place.

It is informed that
there were total 567
polling booths, including
51 booth for Sangha, for
the 4,23,167 voters in
the State.

'O thanks CM for 5 LT
didates announcement

rganisation calls on other groups to re-
frain from submitting misleading and
contradictory memos to Centre

IT REPORT
'0K, 10 MAR:
im Tamang Orga-
ation, at a coor-
on meeting held
at its head office
ey, thanked Chief
er Pawan Cham-
or his announce-
that his party will
five candidates
the Limboo and
Ig communities in
ycoming elections
interim arrange-
since the Centre
t resolved the LT
reservation issue
[0 has highlight-
at SDF has been
ly party to make
n assurance and
nly the SDF Gov-
nt has proposed
reservation which
s LT rights with-
ompromising the
and privileges of
her community.
STO press release
today informs
het the coordina-
ieeting was called
cuss the issues of
t reservation and
nd protection of
ig community. The
1g was chaired by
ate President, ad-
 Dr BC Tamang.
Tamang point-
t that STO was
irst organization
- forward the de-

proper and fair
" o+~

PR

officially granted by the
Central Government.

Till date, only the
SDF has come forward
and promised to field
five LT candidates in
the upcoming elections,
the organisation points
out and has thanked
the SDF party and the
CM for looking into the
concerns of the LT com-
munity and for the as-
surance.

The STO president
underlined that this was
a historic declaration by
the SDF party president
which had restored faith
among all “the deprived
LT communities of Sik-
kim”.

The meeting also re-
iterated that the “prime
objective” of STO was
to foster communal
harmony in Sikkim and
therefore the 40-seat
formula proposed by
the state government
was found the most ap-
propriate as it provides
equal justice to all the
communities of Sikkim.

Dr Tamang stated
that even though the de-
mand for LT seats was
a legitimate demand, it
should not adversely af-

fect any other communi-
ty in Sikkim.
“Therefore being

responsible  Sikkimese
citizens we should en-

sure that while seeking
rvetrimn EFve IT

Cong ready for Sikkim polls: Basnet

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 10 MAR:
Sikkim Pradesh Con-

gress Committee
president, Bharat Bas-
net, today announced
that the Congress party
was ready to contest all
32 Assembly seats and
the lone Lok Sabha seat
from Sikkim.

He asserted that
only the Congress can
save the identity and
existence of Sikkim and
Article 371F of the Con-
stitution. These, he said,
would be the issues on
which the party will
base its election cam-
paign here.

Addressing a press
conference, Mr Basnet
mentioned that the party
would go to the people
with issues related to
identity and the very
existence of Sikkim
and the safeguard of
the Article 371F.

He claimed that it
was the Congress which
had given the provisions
of the Article 371F to
Sikkim and that the par-
ty has been committed

to safeguarding it ever
since.

While reiterating that
the party was ready to
contest the elections on
its own, he added that
Congress was also open
to allying with any party
which prioritized peace,
security and develop-
ment of Sikkim.

Responding to media
queries on the proposed
alliance between SKM
and BJP, Mr Basnet said

li [

that the Congress was
not disheartened with
this alliance and that it
welcomed it instead. He
added that the Congress
practices politics of pol-
icy and principles and
does not believe in doing
business like BJP.

He informed that
SPCC has already sent
a list of 25 prospective
candidates to the Cen-
tral committee and kept
some room in case of any

alliances.
On the occasion, Na-
tionalist Sikkim United

Organisation president
Deo Kumar Pradhan,
a Gorkha party candi-
date in last election, PC
Lepcha, and Tej Baha-
dur Tamang from SDF
joined the Congress. He
mentioned that more
people from different
parties will be join-
ing the Congress in the
next few days.

Brains behind Pulwama terror attack
-- 23-year-old electrician: Officials

identified

SUMIR KAUL
SRINAGAR, MAR 10
(PTI): Lesser-known

Jaish-e-Mohammed ter-
rorist Mudasir Ahmed
Khan, alias ‘Mohd Bhai’,
has been identified as
the brains behind the

graduate degree hailing
from Pulwama district,
arranged the vehicle and
explosives used in the
terror strike.

A resident of Mir Mo-
halla of Tral, Khan joined
the Jaish-e-Mohammed

killed in December 2017,
Khan disappeared from
his home on January 14,
2018 and has been active
since then.

Suicide attacker Adil
Ahmed Dar, who blew his
explosive-laden vehicle

tute (ITI). The eldest son
of alabourer, Khan is also
believed to be involved in
the terror strike at the
army camp in Sunjawan
in February 2018, in
which six personnel and
a civilian were killed.

SKM begins Parivartar
Sankalp Yatra in East Sikl

SUMMIT REPORT
GANGTOK, 10 MAR:
Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha started its Pari-
vartan Sankalp Yatra for
East Sikkim from Kit Go-
lai under Rhenock con-
stituency on Sunday.

On the occasion, 127
families aligned to the
SDF, and SRP vice-pres-
ident Kamal Giri and
former general sec-
retary of Congress,
Gyalpo Tamang, joined
SKM, an SKM press re-
lease informs.

The release further
mentions that in his ad-
dress, the SKM party
president, PS Tamang
[Golay], stressed that
2019 would be a deci-
sive war for “parivar-
tan” [change] and to
save Sikkim.

He alleged that de-
spite 25 years in office,
SDF was in panic mode
due to SKM’s growing
popularity and has hence
been luring and deceiv-
ing the people.

He further alleged
that the SDF government
has destroyed Sikkim and
urged the people of Rhe-
nock constituency to save
democracy by supporting
SKM in the elections.

The release adds that
Mr Tamang stressed that
SKM does not have any
fight with any individu-
al and was more moti-
vated by its principle to
bring transformation in
the State.

He stated that SKM
was the party of women'’s
empowerment and the
youth and accused the
Chief Minister of indulg-
ing in communal politics
and dividing the commu-

nities of Sikkim.
He also lash

against the State |

ment on the Lim

mang seat reserva
sue and alleged tl
was against the L
and Tamangs.

The release |
that Nari Morcha
secretary, Pabitra
dari, also addres:
meeting and lask
against the rulin
accusing it of a
injustice on a won
ployee of Alembi
maceutical. She i
that the State |
ment has failed to
the people of Sikk

Dr MK Shar
turn, stressed that
should not to cc
the per capita |
of Sikkim with
land but with (
and Goa to see t
situation of Sikkin

SKM  spokes
in turn, alleged r
corruption in tt
government and
that many leade:
rejoined SDF due
of investigations.
regard, the SKM
president opted
imprisonment
and for this sacrif
people should gi
justice by extendi
support. He also ;
that the CM ha
using Maoists fr
pal to instigate v
in Sikkim.

Likewise, SK
nior vice-preside
Dhakal, alleged n
agement in every
in the state. He
cused the ruling |
communal politic
vide the people of

Brains behind Pulwama te
attack identified -- 23-ye:
old electrician: Official:

SUMIR KAUL
SRINAGAR,  MAR 10
(PTI): Lesser-known

Jaish-e-Mohammed ter-
rorist Mudasir Ahmed
Khan, alias ‘Mohd Bhai/,
has been identified as the
brains behind the auda-
cious terror strike in Pul-
wama that left 40 CRPF
personnel dead on Feb-
ruary 14, officials said on
Sunday.

Piecing together ev-
idence gathered so far,
security officials said
that 23-vear-old Khan,

overground work
was later drawn i
JeM fold by Noor
med Tantrey, alia
Trali’, who is beli
have helped in th
al of the terror o
Kashmir Valley.
After Tantra
killed in Decembe
Khan disappeare
his home on Janu
2018 and has bee
since then.
Suicide attack
Ahmed Dar, who b
explosive-laden



Prime Minister
Ira Modi has “sur-
ed” before Paki-
litants and sepa-
National Confer-
NC) leader Omar
ah said on Sunday,
fter the Election
ssion’s no to si-
eous  assembly
k Sabha polls in
and Kashmir.
 EC announced
hedule for Lok
polls to be held
en phases across
intry, including in
e phases), but cit-
urity grounds for
lding the assem-
Is simultaneously.
ntnag Lok Sabha
olling will be held
> phases due to se-
‘easons.
light of the fail-
conduct assem-
ctions on time in
n retweeting my
from a few days
M Modi has sur-
ed to Pakistan,
militants & to the

W\

hurriyat. Well done Modi
Sahib. 56 inch chest
failed. #slowclap, Omar,
the NC vice-president,
wrote on Twitter.

The first phase will
be held on April 11,
second on April 18,
third on April 23 and
fourth on April 29, fifth
on May 6, sixth on May
12 and seventh phase
on May 19. Counting
of votes for all seven

phases would be done
on May 23.

Omar said Modi’s
“abject surrender” to an-
ti-India forces is “a cry-
ing shame”.

“Balakote & Uri are
not symbols of PM Mo-
di’s handling of national
security, J&K is and look
at the mess he has made
there. The abject surren-
der to anti-India forces is
a crying shame, he said.

The former Jammu
and Kashmir chief min-
ister said it was for the
first time since 1996 that
Assembly elections in the
state were not being held
on time.

Remember this the
next time you are prais-
ing PM Modi for his
strong leadership, he
said.

Omar said in 2014,
J-K had Lok Sabha elec-

sembly elections on the
schedule even after the
most devastating floods,
but delaying them now
“shows how badly the
BJP & earlier the BJP-PDP
mishandled J&K .

“What happened to
(Union Home Minister)
@rajnathsingh’s  assur-
ance to Lok Sabha &
Rajya Sabha as well as
to the all party meeting
recently in Delhi that all
forces would be made
available for simultane-
ous polls? he asked in an-
other tweet.

Omar said he never
thought Modi would be
willing to confess his fail-
ure on a global stage by
not conducting the assem-
bly polls on time in J-K.

With the amount of
international attention
elections in J&K attract I
never thought PM Modi
would be willing to con-
fess his failure on a glob-
al stage but we all make
mistakes & that was
mine, he said.

1j: PAAS leader Hardik Patel
0 join Congress on Mar 12

)ABAD, MAR 10
Patidar quota agi-
eader Hardik Patel
said he would join
gress on March 12
rresence of its chief
andhi.

Congress would
ding its Working
ttee meet here on
12 and then hold a

Adalaj in Gandhi-
ater in the day.
vever, Patel’s plans
est the Lok Sabha
e schedule of which
inounced by the
n  Commission
a on Sunday, may
ible only if he clears
rdles.
has been convicted
tenced to two years
t case connected to
15 Patidar quota
n, which bars him
ntesting polls.

give shape to my

intentions to serve society
& country, 1 have decid-
ed to join Indian National
Congress on 12th March
in presence of Shri Rahul

Gandhi & other senior
leaders,” Patel tweeted
Sunday.

“I would also like to
state that if there is no le-
gal hindrance and party
decides to field me in elec-
toral politics, I would abide
by the party’s decision. I

am taking this step to serve
125 crore citizens of India,”
he said in another tweet.

In July last year, the ses-
sions court of Visnagar in
Mehsana district had sen-
tenced him to two years im-
prisonment for rioting and
arson which took place in
Visnagar town in 2015.

While his jail term has
been stayed by the court,
his conviction has not been
suspended.

Just before MCC kicks in, UP
govt effects appointments
in various commissions

Lucknow,MAR10 (PTI):
Hours ahead of the mod-
el code of conduct for the
2019 Lok Sabha polls
coming into force, the
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment Sunday hurriedly
announced the names
of top office bearers in
various commissions,
councils and corpora-
tions.

A UP government
spokesperson said that
names of 72 persons
have been cleared for
various posts of 22
commissions, councils
and corporations in the
state.

Arvind Rajbhar has
been made the chair-
man of UP Small In-
dustries Corporation
Limited.He is the son
of UP Cabinet minister
Om Prakash Rajbhar,
whose party Suheldev

Bharatiya Samaj Party
(SBSP) is an ally of the
NDA.

Rana Ajit Prat-
ap Singh, another of-
fice-bearer of the SBSP,
has been made the chair-
man of UP Beej Vikas
Nigam (UP Seeds Devel-
opment Corporation).

Comedian Raju Sri-
vastava has been ap-
pointed as the chair-
man of Film Develop-
ment Council, while
Shyam Nandan Singh
has been made the
chairperson of UP Gau
Seva Aayog.

Jayendra Prat-
ap Singh Rathore has
been made the part-time
chairman of UP Pollu-
tion Control Board while
Surendra Nath Valmi-
ki has been made the
chairman of Rajya Safai
Karamchari Aayog.

1s behind Pulwama terror...

| carried out searches at the residence of Khan

ruary 27.

laruti Eeco minivan was used in the Pulwama
ittack and it was bought by another Jaish-e-Mo-
>d operative just 10 days before the strike.

 JeM operative, identified as Sajjad Bhat, a resi-
‘Bijbehara in south Kashmir, has since been on
1and is believed to have become an active mili-

w, they said.

thanks CM...

selves into different communities and causing
nce and insecurities amongst the various com-

es in Sikkim,” he said.

 meeting also rued that different organizations
rties have submitted different memorandums
> contradicting suggestions and solutions to
itral Govt. and this has caused severe confusion
‘entre and resulted in the delay in securing the

servation.

) has appealed to all political and non political
ations/ associations, and members of the LT
Inity to stand united on the LT seats issue, and
ed, submit a joint memorandum to expedite

Cess.

 STO president also appealed to all non Lim-
mang organizations and associations to refrain
submitting misleading representations and
andums to the Centre and further appealed to
nbers of the LT community to be aware of all
arties and organizations which are spreading
formation and indulging in activities that have
delay in the process of obtainment of LT seat

ition.

Cong calls EC’s scheduled announce-
ment of poll dates “Modi’s vidai parv”

NEw DELHI, MAR 10
(PTI): The Congress
on Sunday took a dig at
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, hours before
the EC’s scheduled an-
nouncement of dates for
the Lok Sabha polls, say-
ing it was the first day of
his “vidai parv” (farewell
festival).

“It’s first day of Vidai
Parv of Modi ji. Voters are
ready,” said AICC spokes-
person Pawan Khera.

The Election Com-
mission (EC) is set to an-
nounce schedule for the
high-voltage Lok Sabha
elections, which is likely
to be spread over seven
to eight phases in April-
May.

“The farmers, unem-
ployed youth, small trad-
ers, they all were waiting
for this day. Don’t know
why Modi ji delayed this,
(may be) to cut the rib-
bons for projects that
started in Congress re-
gime,” Khera said.

The poll panel is

ence scheduled this eve-
ning at Vigyan Bhavan
here.

The term of the pres-
ent Lok Sabha ends on
June 3.

Khera said a new gov-
ernment will take over
to rectify the “mistakes”
made by Modi’s govern-
ment.

Elections are not an
end for the Congress,
these are means for the
party for good gover-
nance, he said.

“Modi in the past five
years, has only been in
campaign mode. Con-
gress party is in cam-
paign mode  during
elections, and in gover-
nance mode after elec-
tions,” said the Congress
spokesperson.

In reply to a question
if there was any rethink-
ing within the Congress
over alliance with Aam
Aadmi  Party (AAP),
Khera said the party’s
stand was very clear.

“It is the AAP which

As far as Congress is con-
cerned, I think its very
clear.

“Delhi Congress pres-
ident Sheila Dikshit has
clearly said it. Why so
much doubts then?” he
said in a press confer-
ence.

Dikshit after a meet-
ing with Congress pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi, on
last Tuesday, said there
was unanimity in the
party against alliance
with the AAP in Delhi.

Gandhi recently said
Delhi unit of Congress
was against alliance with
AAP.

However, there are
speculations that the fi-
nal word on the issue is
yet to come out.

With announcement
of elections, in which
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will make his bid
to return to power amid
hectic parleys by several
political parties to put
a united fight against
the ruling BJP, the mod-

BIKAS CHETTRI
NAMTHANG, 08 MAR:
The second annual gener-
al meeting of Namthang
Organic Farmers Pro-
ducers Organisation Co-
operative Society (NOF-
POCS) was held here at
Krishi Vigyan Kendra
(KVK), Namthang in
South Sikkim today.

The programme was
funded by NABARD and
100 members of the
society were provided
with marketing subsi-
dies and ploy pipes.

DDM (S/W) NAB-
ARD, Tempa C Bhutia,
was present as chief
guest for the pro-
gramme which was also
attended by Joint Reg-
istrar Cooperative De-
partment, DR Sharma,

.
77 MOAL GENERAL M

Programme Coodinator
KVK, IP Shivakoti, Audi-
tor Cooperative Depart-
ment Deptt.,, Hari Bhat-
trai and other officers
from the department
and ward and Zilla Pan-
chayats members.

During the pro-
gramme Auditor, Hari
Bhattrai presented a
brief report on the so-
ciety.

PC KVK-Namthang,
Mr Shivakoti, in his ad-
dress, encouraged the
farmers to focus on in-
creasing produce from
their farms.

He informed that or-
ganic certification had
made marketing easier,
so much so that growers
were being unable to
meet the demand.

geTnG o

He assured
tend technical s
from KVK to he
crease productio
requested all pr
sive farmers to 1
themselves by
tending trainir
workshops.

Mr Bhutia,
address, comn
that working unc
society has many
fits for farmers ¢
marked that whe
work together, th
assured better pr
the long run.

President NO
Bikash Tamang,
placed a brief rey
the society and t
NABARD and the
government for st
ing farmers.

Modi seeks people’s ‘blessing
Cong says he will be defeate

NEw DELHI, MAR 10
(PTI): Prime Minister
Narendra Modi sought
Sunday people’s “bless-
ings” for the NDA in the
Lok Sabha polls, say-
ing his government has
made possible what was
earlier deemed impos-
sible, but opposition
parties said voters will
throw it out of power
for “wasting” its historic
mandate and practising

“all talk no work”.
As the  Election
Commission declared

a seven-phase general
election starting April
11, political parties wel-
comed the much-awaited
announcement with the
ruling alliance making a
pitch for its re-election
while its rival expressing
confidence of unseating
it.

Seeking people’s sup-
port for the BJP, its pres-
ident Amit Shah said the
Modi government has
taken bold decisions for
their welfare in its first
term and will ensure In-
dia’s giant leap to make
everyone “happy and
prosperous” in its sec-
ond.

The BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance gov-
ernment has achieved
“phenomenal results” in
various spheres of gover-
nance during this term,
he said, citing a number
of its welfare initiatives.

The Congress,
however, hit out at the
government saying it
will be best remem-
bered for “wasting” its
historic mandate and
that all its promises

remained “unfulfilled”.

At a press conference
after the announcement
of the poll schedule, Con-
gress leader K C Venu-
gopal said people will
change the Modi govern-
ment that believes in all
talk and no work.

All its promises have
remained unfulfilled, he
said asserting that it will
be defeated when votes
are counted on May 23.

Senior Congress lead-
er Ahmed Patel claimed
the upcoming elections
will herald a new era
ending five years of
“chaotic, despotic and
destructive”  dispensa-
tion and the country will
return to the path of “so-
briety, integrity and in-
clusivity”.

BSP supremo May-
awati termed the govern-
ment as “anti-poor and
pro-capitalist” and which
disturbed peace, caused
unrest & anger among
masses.

Modi in his tweets
drew a comparison of
his government’s per-
formance with the pre-
ceding Congress-led UPA
government,  asserting
that the last five years
have shown what was
earlier deemed impos-
sible has now become
possible.

The 2019 polls are
about a spirit of confi-
dence and positivity with
which India is fulfilling
the aspirations of its peo-

ple, he said.
In 2014 people com-
prehensively  rejected

the UPA as there was un-
precedented anger over

its “corruption, ne
and policy paraly:
said, adding that

self-confidence wa
all-time low and

wanted to rid the
of such “decay and
mism”.

“Guided by
Saath, Sabka Vika
seeks your bl
again. We spent t
five years fulfillin
necessities that wi
unfulfilled for 7(
years. Now, tim
come to build on t}
create a strong, pr
ous & secure Ind
said.

CPI(M) general
tary Sitaram Yechu
the announceme
polls will end the
use of official res
by the Modi gover
as the model code
duct has come intc

BJP ally and L
shakti Party pre
Ram Vilas Pasw;
pressed confidenc
the NDA will wi
350 of the 543 Lok
seats.

The choice
peopleis whether
a strong governme
helpless governm
said, expressing cor
that Modi will be prir
ister for another ter
NDA will sweep the
Bihar, which sends 4(
the Lok Sabha, he adc

Samajwadi
president Akhilesh
predicted a loss f
NDA, saying the p
nouncement is a
announcement of
change” in inter
people and the cot

Army chief asks Para Brigade to be re:
to deal with ‘emerging challenges’

NEw DELHI, MARCH 10
(PTI): Army chief Gen-
eral Bipin Rawat Sun-

reviewed  operational
readiness of the Para
Brigade during his vis-

The Brigade is
airborne brigade a
decisive force mu



1s between New
and Islamabad, a
cal visit by the
team to Pakistan
yection of projects
1s river basin this
has been post-
senior officials
nday.
ing the 115th
g of the Perma-
ndus Commission
' Lahore from Au-
9-30, 2018, both
mmissioners had
to undertake the
mandated tours of
lus basin on both
he official said.
 tour of the Paki-
ide was originally
led in October
ut was postponed
e of local bodies
ns in Jammu and

Kashmir. Subsequently,
the Pakistani team visit-
ed India in the last week
of January to inspect
projects in the Chenab
basin in the state.
Pakistani Indus Com-
missioner Syed Moham-
mad Mehar Ali Shah and
Indian Commissioner
PK Saxena along with

respective advisers vis-
ited the under-construc-
tion Indian hydropower
projects in Chenab basin
namely Pakal Dul (1000
MW), Ratle (850 MW)
and Lower Kalnai (48
MW).

The delegation also
visited the under-opera-
tion Baglihar hydro elec-

sioner extended an invi-
tation to his counterpart
to undertake a visit of the
Indus basin on Pakistani
side.

The Indian team was
supposed to visit Paki-
stan this month, a senior
official said.

“But amid the ongo-
ing tension it has now
been postponed,” the of-
ficial added.

The official remained
non-committal about
the date, but said the
visit has to take place by
March 2020.

Under Article VIII of
the treaty, both commis-
sioners are mandated to
undertake, once every
five years, a general tour
of inspection of the rivers
for ascertaining the facts

on both sides.

The current five-
year block ends in
March, 2020. The PCIW,
formed under the In-
dus Waters Treaty, was
signed between India
and Pakistan in 1960,
and it includes Indus
commissioners of both
countries. The treaty
provides for both the
commissioners to meet
at least once every year,
alternately in India and
Pakistan.

The treaty specifies
that the waters of three
eastern rivers namely
Ravi, Beas and Sutlej,
have been reserved for
India while that of west-
ern rivers, namely Indus,
Chenab and Jhelum, are
for Pakistan.

7 to

fer Padma
rdees
1day

DELHI, MAR 10
Fifty-six of the
nspiring” person-
who were select-
this year’s Padma
, will be conferred
estigious honour
1day by President
lath Kovind at a
function in Rash-
Bhavan, officials

ong those receiv-
e Padma Vibhu-
Padma Bhushan
dma Shri on Mon-
> late actor Kader
Akali Dal leader
v Singh Dhindsa
nowned journalist
ldip Nayar.
n  (posthumous)
> honoured with
Shri, Dhindsa and
(posthumous) will
oured with Padma
in, a Home Minis-
cial said.
ed theatre per-
y from Maharash-
asaheb Purandare
Balwant Moresh-
urandare (Padma
han), Bihar leader
idev Narayan Ya-
>adma Bhushan),
CEO of multina-
echno giant Cisco
s John Chambers,
1ed dancer and
ker Prabhu Deva
1 Shri) will also be
ed.
> President M
ah Naidu, Prime
r Narendra Modi
1er dignitaries are
d to attend the
n.
 Padma awards
nnounced on the
epublic Day and the
ng awardees are
> be conferred the
at another function
ld on March 16.
s year’s awardees
m across the na-
| segments of soci-
1 the government
ne beyond excel-
ilone, recognising
impact and their
, service, the offi-
d.
ne Minister Ra-
ingh will also have
teractive session
e Padma awardees
ir families Sunday.
' nomination pro-
r Padma awards

UP STF nabs Delhi gang that duped
banks of Rs 10 crore using KYC info

Noipa (UP), Mar 10
(PTI): With the arrest of
three men from Delhi, the
Uttar Pradesh Police on
Sunday claimed to have
busted a gang involved in
defrauding banks to the
tune of Rs 10 crore after
obtaining credit cards
using fake documents.

The gang, which was
active in Delhi NCR and
had illegally obtained
KYC (Know Your Cus-
tomer) information like
Aadhaar and PAN card
details of several individ-
uals, was held on Satur-
day night by Special Task
Force (STF) of UP Police,
officials said.

A case was regis-
tered at Noida’s Sec-
tor 24 police station
in the first week of
March in which the
complainant said his
KYC, which he never
gave, was used for issuing
a credit card from the SBL.

The Noida unit of the
STF was handed over the
probe as several other
similar complaints in-
volving various banks
came to the fore, agen-
cy’s Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police Rajkumar
Mishra said.

“Probing the case, the
Noida field unit of the STF
tracked down the gang in
Delhi and Saturday called
a lead suspect for ques-
tioning at the STF office
in Greater Noida. Based
on credible evidence of
his involvement, he was
arrested and later his two
gang-members picked up
from Delhi,” Mishra said.

The accused have
been identified as gang'’s
mastermind Bhupendra
Soni, from Uttam Nagar,
and his associates Teer-
ath Rathore (42), from
Mangolpuri, and Chan-
dra Prakash (40), from
Rohini, he said.

The officer said that a
raid at the gang’s work-
place led to the recov-
ery of 23 credit cards,
13 debit cards of vari-
ous banks, nine mobile
phones, over 50 credit
card application forms
(blank) of various banks,
personal details like Aad-
haar and PAN of several
individuals, photocopies
of multiple credit cards,
among others.

Soni, a Class 8 pass,
told interrogators that
they would obtain per-
sonal details of individuals
from private vendors as-
sociated with various tele-
com companies and banks
for collecting customers’
KYC details in exchange
for money; the officer said.

The gang would then
use this detail along with
photoshopped documents
to get credit cards issued
from banks and had part-
nered with some vendors

for using their EOD-POS
(end of day point of sale)
machines for making
transactions, he said.

“The vendors who
partnered them would get
a commission of at least
2 per cent excluding the
GST and other taxes as
applicable after swiping
credit cards. Once the card
would reach its limit, the
accused would break and
dump it,” Mishra said.

The DSP said, “The
gang has been active for
about three years during
which they have duped
banks to the tune of more
than Rs 10 crore with this
modus operandi.”

They have  been
charged under India Penal
Code sections 420 (fraud),
467 (forgery of will, se-
curity), 468 (forgery for
cheating), 471 (using as
genuine a forged docu-
ment) and sent behind
bars, he added.

nized.

The three-day long Intensified Pulse Polio Immunisation started all over India on Sunday, 10 March.
Pulse Polio booths were opened all over the State for children below five years of age and on 11 and 12
March, health workers will be going door to door in a follow-up drive to take stock of children immu-
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vevelopliacit - LUllnis=
sion (DDC), a premier
think-tank which advis-
es the Delhi government
on key policy issues, has
set-up a
high-level
on reforming higher ed-
ucation in the national
capital.

The panel, to
be chaired by DDC
vice-chairperson

17-member
committee

Jas-
mine Shah, will recom-
mend goals, metrics,
policies, and actionable
plans for reforming Del-
hi's higher education
system within a year.
“Nalanda 2.0, a
non-profit policy think
tank with a mission to
make India’s higher ed-
ucation system world
class, is the knowledge

aicliit vilitial saiu.

The other members
of the committee are
Pramod Bhasin, founder
Genpact and co-found-
er Ashoka University;
Arindam Bhattacharya,
senior partner and Di-
BCG; Abhishek
skill develop-
expert; Pankaj
Jalote, Founding Direc-
tor, IIIT Delhi; Devesh
Kapur, Director of Asia
Programs and Profes-

rector,
Gupta,
ment

sor, Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity; Gaurav Khanna,
Assistant Professor of
Economics, UC San Di-
ego; Sandeep Kumar,
Secretary (Higher Ed-
ucation), Delhi govern-
ment; among others.
Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Manish Sisodia said

ot Lo udl
the education sys
the national capit

“Over the la
Delhi
be known all ov
world for the i
tions in its gover
schools - be it th
piness curriculu

years, ca

frastructure ov
teacher training
tives or more re
entrepreneurship
riculum.

“We also w
make Delhi a kno
and innovation
tre where some
best talent in the
would want tc
study, and work
ulty members, st
and professionals
dia said.

ADVERTISEMENT NO. SBS/GM/2019/01

STATE BANK OF SIKKIM
(A Government of Sikkim Undertaking)

LATERAL RECRUITMENT OF GENERAL MANAG]
IN STATE BANK OF SIKKIM

DATES FOR SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION: 01.03.2019 TO 20.03.20?

Established in 1968 through the State Bank of Sikkim Proclam:
State Bank of Sikkim of the then Government of Sikkim, State |
of Sikkim is an undertaking of the State Government of Sikkim. .
Bank of Sikkim operates as a commercial bank in the line witl
other banking institutions in the country and also functions
treasury bank to the State Government of Sikkim.

Applications are invited from eligible Indian Citizens of Sikki
origin having Sikkim Subject certificate/ Certificate of Identific:
for lateral appointment in the following posts on regular/con
basis in State Bank of Sikkim.

Sl. | Name of Post No of Po:
1. | General Manager (Credit/Recovery) 1 (one)
2. | General Manager (Operation & Inspection) | 1 (one).

For detailed advertisement and application form, interested cand
may visit Bank’s Official Website www.statebankofsikkim.com.

General Manage
State Bank of Sil

Control Unit (CU)

° —

X >

voting?

Ballot Unit (BU)

Q 1. What is an Electronic Voting machine? In what wa
functioning is different from the conventional systen

Ans. Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) is an electronic de
for recording votes. An Electronic Voting Machine consis
two Units- a Control Unit and a Balloting Unit -joined by a
meter cable. The Control Unit is placed with the Presi
Officer or a Polling Officer and the Balloting Unit is pl
inside the voting compartment. Instead of issuing a ballot p:
the Polling Officer in-charge of the Control Unit will rele:
ballot by pressing the Ballot Button on the Control Unit.

w1l anakls fhasiritar i ract hiasrrts her meannasarrthas hlhaava B



To hit back at the problem for once
f late, there has been so much written about
tance abuse in the State that the equally perva-
problem of alcoholism remains ignored. One
ks of media reportage here. And when the
ia overlooks the problem of alcoholism, it is,
way, reflecting the societal acceptance of this
lem which is no longer even looked at as a
‘ed problem. It is something that families suf-
n private, not realizing that so many of them
grappling with the problem that it should
ally have become a priority intervention un-
aking by now. And no, the Supreme Court ban
ing to push liquor shops away from the high-
s will not solve the problem or even make the
'ways any safer because this problem has not
1 created by easy access, and has set in be-
e its progress was ignored. With an election
n us, there is going to be even more booze
ing around.
ven without the indulgence of campaign ex-
es, alcoholism is a worry. Look around, few
ple are disturbed in Sikkim by conspicuous
king. Few people are worried enough to inter-
> even when they notice a colleague reporting
uty reeking of alcohol and only the rare fam-
nember will attempt counseling for someone
is obviously in need of it. Where empathy
required, Sikkim has served up ridicule. The
response that an alcoholic evokes nowadays
snide remark and jokes behind her/his back.
re is no real concern, or so it appears.
ikkim’s indifference towards this problem
weigh heavy on its collective conscience one
Many justify alcoholism with the argument
the person is earning enough to indulge him-
Substance abuse, because it starts at a much
nger age is more scandalous because of the
y crimes that the addicts invariably resort to
nce their addictions. While there is no deny-
the fact that drug abuse is a matter of serious
“ern, alcoholism, because no one seems to be
ng it seriously is even more debilitating.
ven if one were to keep the emotions aside for
2, the impact alcoholism has on the economy is
litating enough to demand action. Most peo-
urn alcoholics in what should be the most pro-
ive years of their lives. Enslaved to the bottle,
r faculties are compromised and their work
ers as a result. Those who suggest that alcohol
sts their creativity or energises them to work
er are just peddling excuses to cover up for a
kness and we find refuge in these excuses to
1 up for our vacuity towards the problem. We
much at risk with this indifference because al-
blism does not only affect the individual, but
acts the entire family. While a younger drug
ict makes the elders of the family suffer guilt
gs, an alcoholic ends up abusing all members
1e family. While the elder ones can just ignore
ranting of an alcoholic, the younger ones are
red forever by their experience.
his is a social problem and requires the com-
ity to step forward and get proactive in its battle
nst the problem. Anytime now will be a good time
gin...

DR ANNIE WAQAR
theconversation.com

Of the numerous areas of global tension, arguably
the most perilous is that between India and Pa-
kistan. And recent events in Kashmir have made
the situation even more dangerous. The reason
is straightforward: India and Pakistan are in a
long-running and incendiary dispute, they are both
nuclear powers, and crossing a confrontational
threshold could ignite a nuclear war between them.
Indeed, arms control investigators have long identi-
fied the subcontinent as one of the world’s likeliest
nuclear flashpoints.

India and Pakistan share a long and complicat-
ed history, and they have been in conflict over the
disputed territory of Kashmir since 1947. The Hi-
malayan region is one of the most militarised re-
gions on Earth - former US president Bill Clinton
has called Kashmir “the most dangerous place in
the world”.

Under the partition plan provided by the Indian
Independence Act of 1947, Kashmir with its Muslim
majority was free to accede to either India or Paki-
stan. But the local ruler, Hari Singh, decided against
giving the population a choice, leaving the region in
a geopolitical limbo and with a disputed border. A
two-year war erupted between India and Pakistan
in 1947 and another broke out in 1965.1n 1999, the
Kargil crisis, when the two countries again came
to blows, may have been the closest the world has
come to nuclear war since the end of World War I1.

Diplomatic interventions have previously
helped to defuse the military tensions, but an en-
during peace has remained elusive. Both sides have
dug in along the disputed border and military skir-
mishes are commonplace.

THE NUCLEAR QUESTION

It has long been argued in international secu-
rity circles that having nuclear weapons deters
countries from using them in warfare. Indeed, in
the post-World War II era, no state has used them
- despite there still being around 15,000 nuclear
weapons in the world. But horizontal nuclear prolif-
eration has made the world a dangerous place; the
more countries that have them, the more likely they
are to be used at some stage.

Street level flashpoints can quickly escalate in
Kashmir. Shutterstock

And while the presence of nuclear weapons may
forestall a nuclear exchange, they don't discourage
nuclear states from using conventional military
power against one another. And, as conventional
conflicts can quickly escalate, the possibility of a nu-
clear exchange remains a real, if remote, possibility.

So what are the chances of India and Pakistan
(which both have between 130 and 150 warheads)
engaging in a nuclear war?

The most recent escalation is just another exam-
ple of the ongoing tensions between these nuclear
neighbours. It was triggered by a Kashmiri militant
suicide bombing of an Indian paramilitary convoy
in mid February. In that attack, more than 40 peo-
ple were killed, mostly Indian military personnel -
and Jaish-e-Mohammed, an Islamist terrorist group
situated in Pakistan, claimed responsibility for the
attack.

Indian prime minister Narendra Modi, currently
caught up in election fever, warned of a “crushing
response”, and launched air strikes on targets in the
Pakistan-controlled Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province.

It was not long before both sides were exchanging
artillery fire across the line of control and the con-
flict quickly escalated.

Meanwhile, in a national televised speech, Paki-
stan’s prime minister, Imran Khan, stated that any
further escalation between the nations would be
beyond the leaders’ control, warning:

“With the weapons you have and the weapons
we have, can we afford miscalculation? Shouldn’t
we think that if this escalates, what will it lead to?”

The ball is now in India’s court. Modi has the
choice of escalating the conflict by deploying more
jets into Pakistani territory, which could lead to a
flurry of “tit-for-tat” retaliations. So what could be
next?

Since 1974, when India stunned the world with
its unexpected atomic trial of the “Smiling Buddha”
weapon, South Asia has been viewed as a global nu-
clear problem. Nevertheless, to date, India, like Chi-
na, has maintained a “No First Use” doctrine. This
advocates that India will only use its nuclear weap-
ons in response to a nuclear attack. The policy was
proclaimed in 1999, a year after Pakistan effectively
exploded five of its own nuclear weapons. But Pa-
kistan has so far refused to issue any clear doctrine
governing its own use of nuclear weapons.

THE STAKES ARE HIGH

The combined arsenals of Pakistan and India are
small compared to those of the US, Russia or China.
Nevertheless, they are more powerful than those
dropped on Japan in 1945 and could unleash stag-
gering destruction if deployed on civilian targets.
Indeed, even a constrained exchange of warheads
between the two nations would, in a split second, be
among the most calamitous ever, notwithstanding
the risk of the radioactive aftermath and the long-
term impact on the environment.

India’s nuclear-powered ballistic missile sub-
marine, INS Arihant, became operational in 2018,
giving the country a “nuclear triad” - the ability to
launch nuclear strikes by land, air and sea. Its oth-
er ground-based ballistic missile, the Agni IlI, has a
range of approximately 3,000km.

While Pakistan has a slightly larger nuclear ar-
senal - estimated to be 140-150 warheads in 2017

- it is less Capable of dellvermg them to t
Although Pakistan is developing new ballist
siles, its current ballistic missile range is 2,
and the country has no nuclear-armed subm
Either way, it currently would take less th:
minutes for a nuclear missile launched fror
stan to reach India, and vice versa.

The worst case scenario is that, either t
mishap or error, what began with a terrorist
grows into a nuclear exchange aimed at one
er’s civilian populations. Technological ad
might also exacerbate the already incendia
ation. India’s arsenal now includes the Bral
cruise missile developed jointly with Russia
can be fired from land, sea or air and used as
terforce weapon. Counterforce doctrine, in 1
strategy, means the targeting of an opponent
tary infrastructure with a nuclear strike.

Discontent in the Kashmir valley could «
tensify and lead to further crises. No Indian g
ment has thus far shown the political will t
the Kashmir crisis, to demilitarise it, or to ap
diplomatic deftness needed to negotiate a s
with Pakistan. Nor has Modi been able to
and prevent hardline Hindus from forming 1
te squads in the region and threatening and
those they think are defiling their religious
tions. And so, on a day-to-day basis, ordinary
continue to suffer.

In the past, during episodes of global t
the US has taken the lead in crisis manag
But it seems unlikely that Islamabad or Ne
hi would now turn to the Trump adminis
for assistance in deescalating the conflict. |
leaders from both countries must also consi
reaction of Asia’s third nuclear power, China
has always been the primary focus of India’s
ar program.

For now, India and Pakistan are showin,
vital restraint. But they must also work tov
long-term fix. The last thing either governm
the world, needs is a mushroom cloud.

[the writer is Lecturer,
ment of Politics and Internation:
tions, University of Westm

gher, further, faster: Marvel’s first female cinematic superhe

TH MACKENDRICK
versation.com
ing a woman in a male-dominated
y sort of sucks, but it doesn’t suck
ore than being a woman in the
My advice? Be terrifying.” — Kel-
DeConnick, Captain Marvel comic
riter.
en the Captain Marvel movie opens
‘ch 8, coinciding with International
1's Day, it will be Marvel Studios’s
male-superhero led film and many
will be lined up to see this much
ated flick and to enjoy one of Cap-
arvel’s trademark specialties: fight-
actic evil.
“more than just fighting aliens, Cap-
rvel represents a strong female su-
o with an intricate and complicated
he struggles with anger issues as
5 a sense of purpose. She’s also a

preventing cosmic threats (they tra
the planet-eating Galactus into :
en fertility god), and became the
of space,” taking up residence
Canadian supergroup Alpha Fli
the Alpha Flight Space Station. C
Marvel also joined the Guardi
the Galaxy and was part of A-Fo
all-female Avengers.

DeConnick’s run was poignant
larious and if the movie can keej
audiences will be in for a treat. V
also see something special from |
Goose. (In the comics, Goose is |
as Chewie — Captain Marvel is
Star Wars fan.) In the movie, Goc
likely steal a scene or two.

As the trailers for the film have
Captain Marvel will be punching
and blowing stuff up and we'l
nitely see why she has the m

-fisted smartass.

he last decade, Captain Marvel has
e a prominent character in Marvel
. She’s a member of the Avengers,
e face of one side of the second
ero Civil War, and is a mentor to
27 Me Marvel Kamala Khan In the

Almost a decade later, she gained her pow-
ers through an accident and turned into
Ms. Marvel. But the Captain Marvel we’ll
be seeing on the screen is highly indebt-
ed to comic book writer Kelly Sue DeCon-
nick’s narrative. There are even rumours
that DeConnick has a cameo in the film.

DeConnick’s reboot was also accom-
panied by a new look — leaving behind
thigh-high boots, a swim suit and a mask
for shorter hair, a Chuck Yeager jumpsuit
and sensible footwear.

DeConnick’s comic book narrative be-
oins with a touching tribute to Carol Dan-

Carol Danvers also winds up bemg
present at the moment of her super-
hero origin. Instead of following the
1977 narrative, where she was the
victim in an explosion that would
give her powers, DeConnick re-writes
the narrative as a choice.

“Earth’s mightiest hero.” The m
set in 1995, borrowing element
Roy Thomas’s comic, “Kree
War” (originally published as Av
#89-97 in 1971), and follows D
as she becomes Captain Marvel.

Cantain Marvel ic Marvel <t



sing speculations
osying up with ri-
 senior Trinamool
ss leader Sabya-
Jutta Sunday said
ained a “loyal sol-
f the party and ac-
he saffron brigade
g to create confu-
ead of the general
ns.
ta, who is also the
of Bidhannagar,
JP leader Mukul
his residence in
ke on Friday, that
d to the specula-

 TMC leadership,
or, said that Dutta
epted his mistake
ing a BJP leader at
idence at a time
he two parties are
g for a showdown
olls in the state.
5 speculations
ground after Dut-
aturday decided to
e party’s North 24
s district commit-
eting.
ious at the devel-
t, TMC supremo
'est Bengal Chief
r Mamata Ba-
had asked senior
leaders Firhad
and Jyotipriyo
. to convene a
g of councillors

of Bidhanagar Municipal
Corporation to discuss
the matter.

“I am a loyal sol-
dier of TMC and Mama-
ta Banerjee. On Friday,
(Mukul) Roy all of a
sudden came to meet
me, as | had known him
since his days in TMC I
couldn’t say no to him.
But I was not aware that
he had also informed the
media about his visit to
my place and had placed
camera persons outside
my house. He deliber-
ately wanted to create
a confusion,” Dutta said
after a meeting with the
councillors.

Dutta claimed that

the two did not discuss
a single word about pol-
itics.

“We spoke about
cricket,” he said.
Hakim said Roy,

ahead of the elections,
was deliberately trying
to create chaos as the
party doesn’t have the
right candidates to fight
the Lok Sabha polls in
the state.

“Just like a beggar a
senior leader of BJP is
knocking at every door
with a request to con-
test the polls. We are all
soldiers of Mamata Ba-
nerjee, we beleive in the
principles of Mahatama
Gandhi and Netaji Sub-

has Chandra Bose, un-
like BJP which believes
in ideology of those who
killed Gandhiji,” Hakim
said.

According to sourc-
es, TMC Rajya Sabha MP
Dola Sen on Sunday went
to Dutta’s residence to
discuss the matter and
enquired about the en-
tire sequence of events.

Later, Hakim and
Mullick also spoke to
Dutta.

It was only after
Dutta’s assurance that
he was asked to come
and attend the meeting
of TMC councillors and
leaders.

Dutta, also an MLA of

known as a loyalist of the
latter during his days in
TMC. Roy was once the
number two in TMC but
switched over to the BJP
camp in 2017 following
alleged differences with
party chief Mamata Ba-
nerjee.

Dutta had stayed
back in Banerjee’s par-
ty even as Roy became a
rebel.

Dutta is considered
to be quite influential in
North 24 Parganas’ Dum
Dum and Barasat Lok
Sabha constituencies,
both of which are adja-
cent to Kolkata.

Bidhannagar Munic-
ipal Corporation is the
local governing body
responsible for civic in-
frastructure of Salt Lake
and Newtown satellite
cities.

In the last two
months, several TMC
leaders, including sitting
Lok Sabha MP from Bish-
nupur, Soumitra Khan,
had switched over to the
BJP.

The TMC leadership
of late has been reach-
ing out to its disgruntled
leaders to thwart any
“poaching” bid by the BJP
ahead of the general elec-
tions.

FIELDWORK REFLECTION

NGFING LEPCHA

voman is the full circle. Inside her is
ver to create, nurture and transform”.
-above quote is true in many ways
eds no further explanation. Every
| is a powerhouse not just for cre-
ut also for destruction. To justify the
tive aspect, 1 feel that the idea of
- and the strength they possess does
>d to be romanticized by saying only
»d things. Also, every individual re-
s of gender is a form of either posi-
negative energy. So, either to become
or or destroyer is solely an individu-
ice which should not be tagged with
ects such as gender, religion, nation-
c. but keeping aside the tug of war
n positive and negative, this article
the silent contribution of women in
cular society where I carried out my

rk.

ently, we witnessed the celebration
national Women'’s Day on the theme
e for better”, and I thought it would
d if I wrote something on women
lly to highlight their contribution
ing the wheel of society moving. [
und the theme “balance for better”
menting the contribution of women
e perspective of how I conceived the
g of the theme to justify this article.

1ough, in one of my previous articles
already talked about the women in
society, this article consists of my ex-
e of living among the fishing commu-
d the contribution of women which I

sed.

- Vadabalija fishing community re-
t Annavaram village located 15 km
Tagarapuvalasa town of Bheemuni-
1 Mandal of Visakhapatnam district,
 Pradesh. Their main source of live-
comes from the ocean. They practice
ditional form of fishing. All the men
7illage participate in fishing which is
task which starts as early as possi-
1ally at around 3-4am. By 7 AM, they
1e net to the shore along with the fish

Balancin for B

after which the fish is separated. Once, it is
done, they eat their food prepared by their
wives, mothers and daughters and their task
is over. They take rest, some engage them-
selves in gambling and alcohol etc. but basi-
cally their job is done for the day.

I was standing by the shore and looking at
the technique of fishing which was a totally new
and exciting thing for me given the fact that I was
told not to touch or cross the net, which, for some
cultural reasons, women are not allowed to do.
lived near the ocean, so reached the shore ear-
ly, by 6AM. As I stood there all flabbergasted,
I noticed the women from the village started
coming with lunch boxes and waited for the
men to get over with their task. While, the men
ate their food the women sat nearby.

After the food, I thought the women will
head back to their respective houses but to
my surprise it was then that the actual role of
women came into play.

It wasn't just to wake up early and prepare
the food for their men (families) but the wom-
en are the ones who set out to the market and
far off places carrying fish in their baskets to
make money out of it. The men sells the fish
to the women at low rates and it is their re-

counterparts.

etter

sponsibility to get the catch sold at higher
rates to earn a profit. It is a daily challenge
for the women but they do it without hesi-
tation because that is what they have been
doing for generations and that is how they
participate themselves in the fishing econo-
my. But the balance of workload is disrupted
by the fact that once they come back from
the market, their work does not end there,
they are engaged in daily chores such as
fetching water, laundry, cooking and clean-
ing which men won’t because they do not do
anything apart from fishing. I came to know
about this fact when one of the informants
discussed a miscarriage she had suffered
because she had to fetch water even in the
crucial months of pregnancy which caused
her to get into an accident.

It is not that all women go to sell the fish;
some are Anganwadi workers, school teach-
ers, staff at a nearby laboratory but no matter
in what profession women are in they are also
required to take care of everything as well.

The area also practices early marriage of
the girl child. Despite their more than equal
contribution towards the community, they
still have lesser autonomy than their male

So, the theme balance for better should
have been from both men and women keep-
ing in view all the aspects of living but the
daily scenario of the women of the Vadabalija
community seems a challenge which most of
us would not accept and yet they are balancing
their lives for the betterment of their families
and community as a whole with their consistent
hard work and dedication. It is not that women
should accept discrimination but sometimes how

the society moulds the concept of men and

women turns them into how they are. Even
though women play vital roles in a society yet
their presence is always under a veil. They

themselves may not realize their efforts they

are putting in to balance their lives for the
better but without them things will always
be chaotic and disbalanced.
[the writer is a Research Schol-
ar at Department of Anthropol-

ogy, Sikkim University]

veen demands immediate hike of royalty on coal to 20 pc

NESWAR, MAR 10
Odisha Chief Minis-
een Patnaik Sunday
led that the Centre
ately take steps to
al royalty from 14

royalty revision submitted
on February 5, 2018 is still
under consideration of the
central government.

“It is once again re-
quested that the central

one-fifth of the total coal
production in the country,
he said.

The Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regula-
tion) Act permits revision of

Rs 50 per tonne to Rs 400
per tonne during this peri-
od, Patnaik said.

Since introduction of
clean energy cess on coal
from 2010-11, the Cen-

least 60 per cent of such
funds to deal with negative
externalities, Patnaik said
this may be considered by
the central government
early. The chief minister

and entrepreneurs have
shared their experience
at an interactive session
organised by the Indian
Chamber of Commerce
(ICC) Expert Committee
for Women Development
and Empowerment.
Women entrepre-
neurs talked about their

experiences in fight-
ing perceptions in a
male-dominated field,

financial challenges and
others during the discus-
sion on Saturday.

The programme, at-
tended by Indian Insti-
tute of Management Cal-
cutta (IIM-C) Director Dr

help in understanding
these problems.

Drawing from her
academic and profes-
sional experiences, Seth
stressed on the need for
family support for em-
powering women and
instilling the idea in them
from a young age that
women can become what-
ever they want to be.

Several young wom-
an entrepreneurs met
Seth and other women
business leaders after
the session.

“Many women here
are entrepreneurs, many
have taken over their

thing which is en
neurial,” corporat
lic relations expe
Bhimani told PTI1

“Ithasbeenav
namic session anc
the first woman d
of [IM-C is a huge j
mindset,” Bhimani

The Co-Ch
of private educ
institution Techr
dia Group, Manos
Chowdhury, said
a huge step tal
leaders in manag
leaders in engir
and education, |
in commerce to cc
gether and combir

JMM to contest polls in Odis
in alliance with Congress

BARIPADA (Opi1sHA),
MAR 10 (PTI): The
Jharkhand Mukti Mor-
cha (JMM) Sunday an-
nounced it will contest
the Lok Sabha and As-
sembly polls in Odis-
ha in alliance with the
Congress.

JMM supremo Sibu
Soren’s daughter Anjani
will contest from Mayur-
bhanj Lok Sabha constit-
uency, the party’s Cen-
tral Working President

Hemant Soren said.

The candidature of
Anjani, Hemant Soren’s
sister, has been finalised
from Mayurbhan,;.

Anjani, who lives
along with her in-laws at
Baripada in Mayurbhanj
district, would be con-
testing for the first time,
the former Jharkhand
chief minister told re-
porters.

About the Assembly
election, Soren said the

JMM will field cane
in some seats of
bhanj and Sunc
districts, for whi
cussion is in p
with the Congress.
The seat shar
rangement with tl
gress will be fi
within four days, I
Assembly po
Odisha will be
along with Lok
elections in four
from April 11.

Newspapers run blank front pages in Kash
to protest ‘denial’ of govt ads to two daili

SRINAGAR, MAR 10
(PTI): Most of the lead-
ing dailies in the Kashmir
valley printed a blank
front page on Sunday as
a mark of protest against
the “unexplained denial”
of advertisements to two
newspapers by the Jammu
and Kashmir government.

The Kashmir Editors’
Guild (KEG) had claimed
last month that the state
government had stopped
giving advertisements to
two major local dailies
-- Greater Kashmir and
Kashmir Reader.

“With utmost regret,
the Kashmir Editors’
Guild wishes to inform

that the Jammu and
Kashmir government has
stopped state govern-
ment advertisements to
two major daily newspa-
pers -- Greater Kashmir
and Kashmir Reader” it
had said in a statement,
adding that the decision
was neither conveyed
formally nor was any
reason detailed to the re-
spective publications.

As a mark of protest,
the leading dailies here
-- both English and Urdu
-- printed a blank front
page on Sunday.

The front pages of
these newspapers only
carried a message from

the KEG -- “In
against the unex]
denial of gover
advertisements to
er Kashmir and K
Reader”

A spokespers
the KEG said the
and the Kashmir |
Forum had on Sz
taken the decis
print a blank fror
against the govern
move “to scuttle” t
dia in Kashmir.

He added th
guild would also
protest at the Pre:
here on Sunday
noon against the g
ment decision.

7-phase LS polls in WB speaks a 1
about law and order situation: Op

KOLKATA, MAR 10 (PTI):
The state opposition par-
ties on Sunday welcomed
the seven-phase Lok
Sabha polls in West Ben-
gal and said it reflects the
“deteriorating” law and
order situation in the
state.

However, the ruling
Trinamool Congress
said such a prolonged
polling process will put
a lot of pressure on the
people because of the
month of Ramzan and
the summer in April and
May.

Lok Sabha elections
in West Bengal will begin
on April 11 and polling
would be held over seven
phases through May 19,
followed by counting of

votes for all seats on May
23, the Election Commis-
sion announced on Sun-
day.

“The seven-phase
election reflects the law
and order situation in
the state.. how people
were stopped from exer-
cising their democratic
rights,” CPI(M) politbu-
ro member Mohammed
Salim said, referring to
the violence that took
place during the pan-
chayat polls in the state
last year.

“We hope that the
polling will be held in a
free and fair manner and
the EC will be impartial,
proactive and respon-
sive,” Salim said.

The state units of BJP

and the Congre
welcomed the Lok
polls. “It shows tt
of law and orde
prevailing in Wes
gal” BJP leader
Roy said.

West Bengal Cc
president Somen
also echoed the v
the CPI(M) and th

Senior TMC
Firhad Hakim sa
party is not
ered” about th
en-phase polls.

“However, sl
long duration wou
a lot of pressure
people, as the da
incide with the m
Ramzan and the s
season,” said Haki
the Mayor of Kolk:

Time to throw out ‘most dictatorial :
anti-federal govt’ in history: Kejriw

NEw DELHI, MAR 10
(PTI): After the Election
Commission announced
the schedule for the 2019
parliamentary election
on Sunday, AAP head
and Delhi Chief Min-

ister Arvind Kejriwal
caid it wac fime o thraw

out the most dictatorial
and anti-federal govt in
the history of India. Time
to seek answers on de-
monetisation, jobs, de-
struction of traders and
destroying brotherhood

amongst different com-

muiinitiec” Keirivaral caid

The elections
en Lok Sabha s
Delhi will be held
12.

The Election
mission has fixe
date for removal

“autocratic” gover
P A rrrinbrg el



Hallllga Jiddiuiu
ubaneswar from
15.

 teams ranked
1 to 10th in the
le and Indian Su-
cague (ISL) will
te in the qualifiers
a spot in the main

culuvull.
will be a knock-out and
will kick off on March 29.
It will be played among
the top six teams of the
I-League and ISL, along
with the winners of the
four qualifiers.

The final will be
played on April 13.

411C llial 1vuiiv

alill 1J 9.0ovpiil).
Kerala Blasters FC vs In-
dian Arrows (Qualifier
2).
March 16 (5pm): Del-
hi Dynamos FC vs Hero
I-League 9 (Qualifier 3).
March 16 (8.30pm):
Chennaiyin FC vs Aizawl
FC (Qualifier 4).

w a kid’s visit to dentist gave birth to

1san Bala’s ‘Mard Ko Dard Nahi Hota’

Al, MAR 10 (PTI):

iker Vasan Ba-
ard Ko Dard Nahi
is an ingenious
mation of martial
d a man who does
] pain, origins of
the director says,
his curiosity to
nore.

 film chronicles
ry of a young man
ithout pain recep-
ho longs to defeat
yponents in a ku-
urnament.
 action-comedy
y bagged People’s
Award in the Mid-
Madness section
nto International
stival.

e always wanted
e a martial arts
s a genre, India
7er made it as such
though we have
mnofficial remakes
e films, we have
f never used mar-
s properly,” Vasan
1.
at started as an
martial arts, soon
' a humane story
led with quirk when
eard a true story.
riend of mine told
out this kid who
to a dentist and
- ask for anesthe-
sot intrigued and
1e whole process
w what his condi-
s started.

“Somehow while
writing, this condition
came in and it all merged
with my martial arts love.
This happened in 2015.”

The film, however,
involved “immense” re-
writes for the director,
who wrote it while lis-
tening to soundtracks of
“llayaraja, AR Rahman,
Sinatra and everyone” to
give the script the mood
it needed.

“I would always go
to scene one and start
rewriting all over again.
I must've rewritten it at
least 10-15 times. I don’t
know why, but I think it's
an obsession, when you
think you've finished it,
you go back and almost
rewrite it again.”

“Mard Ko Dard Nahi
Hota” is the second fea-
ture of Vasan and the first
to get a theatrical release,
after his 2012 “Peddlers”
which never saw the light
of the day even after be-
ing lauded at the Cannes
Film Festival.

Asked if all the re-
writes got to his nerves,
Vasan said, “It’s frustrat-
ing when you're putting
in so much hardwork and
you don’t know if the film
is going to be made at all.
If the films going to get
made and you're rewrit-
ing, you're still at peace.”

To make his vision
come to life, actors Abhi-

—

manyu Dassani and
Radhika Madan joined
the action-comedy as
principal cast along with
Gulshan Devaiah in a
double role.

Vasan says it was im-
portant to get the casting
right and the team spent
a considerable amount of
time on it.

“A lot of times when
I'm doing ads, I keep a
note of actors I'm hun-
dred percent going to
cast. But for the main
characters we had to
spend a lot of time
searching for them.

“For Radhika, I didn’t
see any audition. There
was an introduction of
hers which I had seen
and it was just very in-
stinctive. Abhimanyu
went through quite a
lengthy process of audi-
tioning for one and a half
months.”

The film is scheduled
to release on March 21
and Vasan hopes to get a
sound sleep once it is ap-
preciated.

“Eventually it's the
goodnight sleep we are
chasing. But also the
sleeplessness. When a
film comes out, no mat-
ter what you’'ve been
through, there’s no
greater feeling to see
your crew, the people
you look up to, be hap-
py and smiling.”

cannot bowl at Kohli’s stumps, Warne tells bowlers

DELHI, MAR 10
To bowlers bruised
ttered, and faced
e frightening pros-
again running into
Kohli, spin great
Warne offered an
bowl at either leg
> of off stump, but
he stumps.

you're going to
o Virat Kohli, you
bowl at leg stump
otect the on side,
bowl wide of off
and you protect
“side. You cannot
t the stumps, be-
le can hit you both
Warne was quoted
ng ‘ESPNcricinfo’.
I think you've to
1t one side of the
Protect just one

with a slip, short cover
and some protection out
there. So then it'll be very
hard for him to get it over
the leg side. That's what
I'd be trying to do and
hopefully get a little bit
lucky and he mis-hits one.”

Warne said he has not
seen anyone “dominate”
one-day international
cricket like Kohli has, but
steered clear of calling him
the greatest of all time.

“I got asked the ques-
tion last night and again
this morning: is Virat
Kohli the best player in
one-day cricket? Is he
better than Tendulkar; is
he better than Lara? I'm
still thinking about it, I'm
still trying to work that
out.”

have seen anyone dom-
inate one-day cricket
like Virat Kohli has. The
best player 1 saw (Don)
Bradman’s the best so
he doesn’t even come
into the equation but
Viv Richards is the best
player I saw. As a play-
er, playing against them,
Lara and Tendulkar were
the two best players that
I bowled to.”

The Indian has just
scored his 41st ODI cen-
tury, inching closer to Ten-
dulkar’s record of 49 tons.

“You know records
are different in different
eras and it’s very hard to
judge. All you can judge
is how a player is in their
era, and Virat Kohli is
so far ahead in one-day

BENGALURU, MAR 10
(PTI): Hockey India Sun-
day announced a list of
60 players for a coaching
camp for the junior na-
tional team.

The 21-day camp will
be held from March 11 to
31 at the Sports Authori-
ty of India campus.

A total of six goal-
keepers, 15 defenders,
18 midfielders and 21
forwards have been
called up for the camp.

The list of campers

comprises goalkeepers
Pawan, Prashant Kumar
Chauhan, Akashdeep

Singh, Anant Vishwakar-
ma, Rakesh Dahiya and
Sahil Kumar Nayak.

The defenders who
have been called for the
camp include Mandeep
Mor, Parampreet Singh,
Suman Beck, Pratap
Lakra, Sanjay, Dinachan-
dra Singh Moirangthem,
Lugun Cyril, Innocent
Munda, Rajinder Singh,
Princepal Singh, H. Thr-
ishul Ganapathy, Pankaj,
Sharda Nand Tiwari,
Akashdeep Singh and

Moein Ali.
The Midfielders in-
clude Vishal Antil, Yash-

deep Siwach, Vishnu
Kant Singh, Rabichan-
dra Singh Moirangthem,
Niraj Kumar Waribam,
Akshay Awasthi, Gopi
Kumar Sonkar, Gregory
Xess, Jaswinder Singh,
Rahul Kumar, Geet Singh
Thakur, Sukhman Singh,
Manish Yadav, Nabin Ku-
jur, Pinkal Barla, Surya

N M, Sundram Singh Ra-
jawat and Vinit.

The list of forwards
comprises  Gursahibjit
Singh, Maninder Singh,
Bobby Singh Dhami,
Sudeep Chirmako, Rahul
Kumar Rajbhar, Dilpreet
Singh, Arshdeep Singh,
Amandeep Singh, Shivam
Anand, Prabhjot Singh,
Araijeet Singh Hundal,
Gurveer Singh, Kishan
Kanojia, Rahul, Poovanna

C B, Venkatesh Kenche,
Uttam Singh, Ankit Pal,
Sunit Lakra, K. Tiras, S.
Karthi.

Speaking on the com-
position, Hockey India
secretary general Ra-
jinder Singh said, “This is
our first camp of the year
and we want to ensure
that the coaching and
support staff can have a
look at the best possible
pool of talent.

Just go for very short training abroad: Comaneci advice for Dipa

New Delhi, Mar 10 (PTI):
Gymnastics legend Nadia
Comaneci suggests that
Dipa Karmakar does not
need to change anything
or move overseas to be
able to challenge for a
medal at the Tokyo Olym-
pics but train for a week
or two abroad just for a
change in environment.

The five-time Olym-
pic champion from Ro-
mania also sees great
passion in the diminutive
Indian gymnast for her
sport.

“She (Dipa) does not
need to move overseas
to be able to challenge
for a medal at the next
Olympics. She clearly has
a very supportive system
in India and all I would
suggest to her is to per-
haps go abroad and train,
either in America or any

other country where
there are good gymnasts,
for just a short while.
Just a week or two, to
change the environment
and then back to India,”
Comaneci, who is a mem-
ber of the Laureus World
Sports Academy, says.
According to Coman-
eci, one need not be born
in a particular country to
be good at gymnastics.
“Yes, over the years
USA, Russia, and Roma-
nia have dominated the
sport but it is fascinating
to see a talented gymnast
like Dipa emerge from
India. Her success will
ensure thatitis nolonger
considered a bridge too
far for an Indian to shine
at the world stage in the
extremely  competitive
sport of gymnastics,” she
writes in the foreword of

a book “Dipa Karmakar:
The Small Wonder”.

She also says that
she was very surprised
to see Dipa attempt the
Produnova at the 2016
Rio Olympics, where the
Indian gymnast missed a
bronze by a whisker.

“It is an extremely
difficult and complex
vault, yet she executed
it with minimum fuss.
As someone who has
competed at the highest
level, I must say that it
requires a lot of guts and
had I been given a choice,
I would never have at-
tempted such a danger-
ous vault.

“Itis truly a reflection
of the bravery and the
dedication of this love-
ly gymnast that she was
successful in executing
it at a place no less than

the Olympics,” Coman-
eci writes in the book
brought out by Finger-
print! Publishing.

Dipa, according to
her, may not have had
the access to the facili-
ties the best gymnasts
of the world have today
but she has a passion for
her sport. “To succeed in
sport you need to have
passion. It is this which
will see you negotiate
the hurdles that you face
over your career.”

The book, co-written
by Dipa’s coach Bish-
weshwar Nandi, Vimal
Mohan and Digvijay
Singh Deo, has many un-
told stories of struggle
and triumph besides rare
archival photos from the
Karmakars’ private al-
bum as well as competi-
tion photos.

DuBal, MAR 10
India  opener
Mandhana has j
three places to
a career-best
position in the
ICC Women’s
Player ranking
leased Sunday.
Mandhana,
top-ranked ODI
who led the T2(
in the absence o
manpreet Kaur, .
72 runs in the
matches, includ
fifty in the third
Harmanpreet,
had missed the E
series due to an ar
jury, slipped two
to the ninth spot.
Among b
Radha Yadav has
five slots to reac
position after gr
three wickets fro
matches while
left-arm spinner
Bisht has also fi
with three from
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England’s D
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T20I Player rai
after the visito
feated India 3-0
three-match ser
Guwabhati.
while Wyatt’s
er of the series ef
123 runs has hely
gain two slots anc
17th in the list.
Tammy Bea
and captain
er Knight have
gained two |
each to reach
and 33rd respe
ly, while Laurer
field (up eight
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ers in the latest
ings update c
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Stakes high for BJP; litmus test
for SP-BSP in 7-phase UP LS poll

Lucknow, Mar 10 (PTI):
With the Election Com-
mission  Sunday an-
nouncing the Lok Sabha
poll schedule, the ball
was set rolling in Ut-
tar Pradesh where the
stakes of the ruling BJP
is high as the state sends
the highest number of 80
MPs to the lower house
of Parliament.

With a major part of
the gruelling exercise
falling in the hot sum-
mer months of April and
May, the fierce battle of
ballots in all likelihood
will scorch the electoral
arena across the state.

The keenly watched
contest will test the
popularity of the fledg-
ing opposition alliance
of once bitter rivals
Mayawati and Akhilesh
Yadav, who have joined
hands to take on the BJP,
which had scooped a
massive 73 seats in the
2014 election along with
its ally, the Apna Dal.

The state will have
seven-phase polling on
April 11, 18, 23 and 29
and May 6, 12 and 19.

Conntine nf votee will

fect, the Uttar Pradesh
government hurriedly
announced the names
of top office bearers of

certain commissions,
councils and corpora-
tions by nominating

people owing allegiance
to the ruling BJP or its
ally Suheldev Bharatiya
Samaj Party (SBSP).

A UP government
spokesperson said
names of 72 people have
been announced for vari-
ous posts in 22 commis-
sions, councils and cor-
porations in the state.

A notable appoint-
ment was of Arvind
Rajbhar, who has been
made the chairman of
UP Small Industries Cor-
poration Ltd, apparent-
ly to soothe the ruffled
feathers of his father
and UP Cabinet minis-
ter Om Prakash Rajbhar,
whose SBSP has often
embarrassed the ruling
BJP despite being an ally
of the NDA.

Another office bearer
of SBSP Rana Ajit Pratap
Singh has been made the
chairman of UP Beej Vikas
Nioam (T1IP Sepdc Develan-

Prajnesh stuns Basilashvili at Indian We

-
INDIAN WELLS (US), MAR
10 (PTI): Indian qualifier
Prajnesh Gunneswaran
achieved the biggest win
of his career when he stun-
ningly knocked world num-
ber 18 Nikoloz Basilashvili
out of the Indian Wells ATP
Masters event, continuing
his dream run here.

Playing his maiden sin-
gles main draw at this lev-
el, the Indian left-hander
secured a hard-fought 6-4
6(6)-7 7-6(4) victory over
the Georgian in two hours
32 minutes.

The world number 97
needed only a single break
of serve to take the lead in

Prajnesh in the latter to seal
aspot in the next round.

“It was definitely a huge
match. I think I played well
better than I did in the pre-
vious round. I had to step
up because I was playing a
really good player, someone
who hasbeen in form and is
ranked in the top 20, Pra-
jnesh told PTL

“Heisan aggressive ten-
nis player, hits the ball big
and I didn’t have too much
room to just put the ball in
and hope for the best. I
came out and was firing
and stayed with the right
intensity. I think this is
one of my best matches

world number 8
atia’s Ivo Karlovic
third round. He hac
got the better of
Frenchman Benoit |
the first stage.

Talking about th
Prajnesh said he re
not finishing the m
the second game its

“I should have |
itin 5-3 at the third
I also had a lot of 0
nities in the secon
think I needed to b
bit more better ir
moments.

“In the tie-br
stepped up, there
shift in the mor



ould be only one
Kim Jong Un’s rul-
rkers’ Party has an
ip on the Demo-
People’s Republic
a, as the isolated,
r-armed country is
ly known.
every five years it
in election for the
stamp legislature,
as the Supreme
's Assembly.
l in keeping with
of  Pyongyang’s
enduring slogans
sle-minded unity”
e is only one ap-
name on each of
ballot papers.
h portraits of the
s father Kim Jong
grandfather Kim
looking down on
ballot box, voters
1p to drop their
side.
re is a pencil
panelled voting
for anyone who
wish to register
- by crossing out a
ate’s name.
no one does.
nout last time was
per cent, accord-
the official KCNA
agency -- only
vho were abroad
rking in oceans”
take part.
| the vote was 100
1t in favour of the

named candidates, a
result unmatched any-
where else in the world.

“Our society is one
in which the people are
gathered around the re-
spected Supreme Lead-
er with a single mind,
election official Ko Kyo-
ng Hak told AFP as vot-
ers queued at the 3.26
Pyongyang Cable Factory.

Participation in the
election was a citizen’s
obligation, he said, “and
there are no people who
reject a candidate”.

An editorial in the Ro-
dong Sinmun, the mouth-
piece of the ruling party,
reinforced the message.

Voters “should cast
approval ballots with
their loyalty to the party
and the leader, absolute
support to the DPRK
government and the
will to share their desti-
ny with socialism to the
last”, it said.

With a total absence
of electoral competition,
analysts say the election
is held largely as a polit-
ical rite to enable the au-
thorities to claim a man-

date from the people.

It was the result of
“established institutional
inertia and a need to le-
gitimise the government
by simulating democratic
procedure”, said Andrei
Lankov of Korea Risk
Group.

Soviet-style Commu-
nist states had a long tra-
dition of holding general
elections, he said, even if
the ruling party ignored
its own rules about
holding regular con-
gresses -- something the
North skipped for more
than 30 years.

“North Korea is just
emulating all other Com-
munist states,” he said.

“The early Commu-
nists sincerely believed
that they were producing
a democracy the world
had never seen. So they
needed elections and it
became a very import-
ant part of self-legitimi-
sation.”

The last significant
government of a major
country to dispense
with elections alto-
gether was Nazi Ger-

686 at the last election in
2014, when Kim stood in
Mount Paektu, a dormant
volcano on the border
with China revered as the
spiritual birthplace of the
Korean people.

He received a 100 per
cent turnout and 100 per
cent in favour according
to KCNA.

Some of the seats are
allocated to two minor
parties, the Korean Social
Democratic Party and
the Chondoist Chongdu
Party, which has its roots
in a 20th century Korean
religious movement.

They are both in a
formal alliance with the
ruling party and analysts
and diplomats say they
exist largely on paper,
with only small central
offices maintained for
propaganda purposes.

Even so, participa-
tion in the poll, like other
obligatory rituals in the
North, does reinforce loy-
alty to the government
and social unity, Lankov
said, “because humans
love symbolism”.

It is a marked con-
trast to the vibrant
multi-party  democracy
on the other side of the
Demilitarised Zone divid-
ing the peninsula, where
president Park Geun-hye
was ousted in 2017 after
mass street protests over

I
“definitely novel”, said
Sokeel Park, of campaign
group Liberty In North
Korea.

“The idea that you
get to cast your vote and
either be on the win-
ning side or the losing
side and you don’t know
what that’s going to be
until the results come in
-- that’s a big thing.”

Sunday’s voting took
place in something of a
carnival atmosphere in
Pyongyang, children in
red neckerchiefs parad-
ing in the streets to en-
courage voters to attend.

Bands played at poll-
ing stations, where vot-
ers lined up in numerical
order according to voter
lists displayed for days
beforehand, and after
casting their ballots wom-
en danced wearing flow-
ing traditional dresses.

Architecture student
Kuk Dae Kwon, 18, said
he was excited to be tak-
ing part for the first time.

Ordinary North Kore-
ans always express total
support for the author-
ities when speaking to
foreign media, and Kuk
told AFP: “At this election
we consolidate the sin-
gle-minded unity around
the Supreme Leader and
also demonstrate the ad-
vantages of our socialism
to the world.”

e
takeoff from the capital
Sunday morning killing
all 157 thought to be
on board, according to
statements from the air-
line and the state broad-
caster.

There were no im-
mediate details on what
caused the crash of the
Boeing 737-8 MAX
plane, which was new
and had been deliv-
ered to the airline in
November.

The state-owned
Ethiopian Airlines,
widely considered the
best-managed airline in
Africa, calls itself Afri-
ca’s largest carrier and
has ambitions of be-
coming the gateway to
the continent.

The airline’s state-
ment said 149 passen-
gers and eight crew
members were thought
to be on the plane that
crashed six minutes af-
ter departing Addis Aba-
ba on its way to Kenya’s
capital.

The crash occurred
around Bishoftu, or De-
bre Zeit, some 50 kilome-
ters (31 miles) south of
Addis Ababa, at 8:44 am.

While the airline
said “search and rescue
operations are in prog-
ress and we have no
confirmed information
about survivors or any

casualties,” a

possible
separate statement by
the Ethiopian prime min-
ister’s office offered its
“deepest condolences” to
families.

State broadcaster
EBC reported all passen-
gers were dead and that
the passengers included
33 nationalities.

An Ethiopian Airlines
spokesman said 32 Ken-
yans and 17 Ethiopians
were among the victims.

James Macharia, Ken-
ya’s transport minister,
told reporters that Ken-
yan authorities had not
yet received the passen-
ger manifest.

He said an emergency
response had been set up
for family and friends.

“My prayers go to all
the families and associ-
ates of those on board,”
Kenya’s President Uhuru
Kenyatta said, as many
Kenyans braced for the
worst.

Records show that
the plane was new.

The  Planespotters
civil aviation database
shows that the Boeing
737-8 MAX was deliv-
ered to Ethiopian Air-
lines in mid-November.

In October, anoth-

e

nesia’s capital, kil
189 people on boz

The cockpit d
corder showed tl
jet’s airspeed
tor had malfunc
on its last four
though Lion Air i
claimed that pre
with the aircra
been fixed.

The last deadl
of an Ethiopian /
passenger plane
2010, when the
crashed minute
ter takeoff from
killing all 90 peo
board.

Sunday’s crash
as the country’s
ist prime ministe
Ahmed, has vov
open up the airli
other sectors t
eign investment
major transfor:
of the state-ce
economy.

Ethiopian A
has been expand
sertively, recently
ing a route to M
and in January i
rating a new pas
terminal in Addis
to triple capacity.

Speaking at
auguration, the
minister challeng
airline to build
“Airport City” tern
Bishoftu where St
crash occurred.

ssing Italian, British
mbers found dead on
k’s ‘Killer mountain’

) HUSSAIN
\BAD, MAR 9
The bodies of two
iineers from the
| Italy were found
ay in northern Pa-
nearly two weeks
1e duo went miss-
ile trying to climb
Parbat in Gilg-
sitan region, the
ambassador said
y .
ian national Dan-
rdi, 42, and Tom
1, a 30-year-old
, went missing
ruary 24 as they
d the mountain,
at 8,125 metres
0 feet) is the
s ninth-highest
Nanga Parbat is
1own as the “kill-

intain”,
ian ambassador
\kistan Stefano

orvo tweeted that
dies of the two
1d been identified
rerial photos. “It
to announce that
arch is officially
e wrote.

e search team
confirmed that
lhouettes spot-
at about 5,900
; are those of
e and Tom” he

contact with the base

camp, prompting a
search by other fellow
mountaineers in col-
laboration with the Pa-
kistan Army, said Karar
Haidri of Alpine Club
of Pakistan, which or-
ganises mountaineer-
ing and other moun-
tain-related adventure
activities.

The search was
interrupted by bad
weather. It also got de-
layed because rescue
teams were forced to
wait for permission to
send up a helicopter af-
ter Pakistan closed its
airspace on Wednes-
day amid escalating
tensions with India
following the Pulwama
attack.

Haidri also shared
a message sent by Nar-
di’s family on the trag-
ic occasion.

“We are devastated
by pain; we inform you
that Daniele and Tom'’s
researches are com-
pleted. Part of them will
remain forever at Nanga
Parbat,” the family said.

Nardi had attempted
to scale Nanga Parbat in
winter several times.

Rallard was the <on

15 dialysis patients die in
Venezuela’'s blackout: NGO

CARACAS, MAR 10 (AFP):
Fifteen Venezuelans with
advanced kidney disease
have died after being
unable to get dialysis
during the country’s ex-
tended power outage,
an NGO reported Satur-
day.

“Between  yesterday
and today, there were 15
deaths for lack of dialysis,”
said Francisco Valencia,
director of the Codevida
health rights group.

“The situation of
people with kidney
failure is very difficult,
critical, we are talking
about 95 per cent of di-
alysis units, which today
likely hit 100 per cent,
are paralyzed, due to

the power outage,” Va-
lencia added.

He warned that
there are more than
10,200 dialysis-depen-
dent people nationwide
who were at risk by the
blackout.

Venezuelans  since
Thursday afternoon
have been in the grips of
the worst blackout in the
history of the oil-produc-
ing country.

President Nicolas
Maduro government has
charged that a US-led
war on electric power
supply was under way.

The United States
backs the interim presi-
dency of opposition lead-
er Juan Guaido. He is now

recognized as interim
president for more than
50 countries. Maduro
told supporters Saturday
that almost 70 per cent of
power had been restored
but at midday there was
another cyber “attack
at one of the generators
that was working per-
fectly and that disturbed
and undid everything we
had achieved.”

Although Caracas and
the states of Miranda and
Vargas -- home to the
country’s international
airport and main port
-- had intermittent pow-
er, the western regions
of Barinas, Tachira and
Zulia remained without
electricity.

China protests US criticism of policies on religion

HonG KoNG, MArR 10
(AP): China has issued a
protest over remarks the
US ambassador-at-large
for international reli-
gious freedom made
criticising Beijing’s po-
lices toward Muslim and
Tibetan Buddhist mi-
norities and saying the
country was “at war with
faith.”

The foreign minis-

speech was given.

China’s constitution
and laws protect free-
dom of religion and crit-
ics should “cease their
slander of China’s poli-
cies on religion and the
situation with freedom
of faith and cease using
religious issues to inter-
fere in China’s internal
affairs,” the office said in
a statement.

the crackdown.

The Chinese govern-
ment says those camps
are vocational training
centers designed to rid
the region of extremism.

Brownback said Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s
administration is “deep-
ly concerned and con-
sidered it a deliberate
attempt by Beijing to re-
define and control these

Air India pilot deplaned, deporte
from US on child porn charges

NEw DELHI, MAR 10
(PTI): An Indian pilot of
Air India was handcuffed
in front of passengers
and deplaned by US law
enforcement authorities
on allegations related to
accessing and download-
ing child pornography,
officials of the national
carrier said on Sunday.

The incident took
place at San Francisco
on Monday and the pilot
was deplaned by the au-
thorities soon after his
plane landed from New
Delhi, they added.

“The US authori-
ties seized his passport,
cancelled his visa and
deported him back to

India,” the Air India offi-
cials said on the condi-
tion of anonymity.

“When the Delhi-San
Francisco plane landed
in the US on Monday, the
pilot was handcuffed in
front of the passengers
and deplaned,” they said.

“The pilot was under
the scanner of US law
enforcement authorities
such as the FBI for ac-
cessing and downloading
child pornography,” the
officials added.

The spokesperson of Air
India did not respond to que-
ries related to the matter.

In the United States,
images of child pornog-
raphy are not protected

under the First A
ment rights and
legal contraband
federal law.

Section 2256 «
18, United States
defines child por
phy as any “visual
tion” of sexually e
conduct involving
nor”, who is somec
der 18 years of age

“Visual depi
include photog
videos, digital or
puter-generated |
indistinguishable
an actual minor a
ages created, aday
modified, but apy
depict an identifial
tual minor.
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'to be the headliner for Saturday’s Singapore Grand

ncert. Joining her are heavyweights
ry, Red Hot Chilli Peppers and Swedis

adlining on Sunday and Friday respectively. The
| wave of performers join an already spectacular
of artists, featuring Muse, Hans Zimmer, Fat Boy

nd more.

yional acts will also be taking the stage, includ-
cal crooner Glen Wee, Malaysian R&B artist NJWA

ore.

er her controversial win at the Grammys this year,
even led the rapper to deactivate her Instagram for a
/s, Cardi B is definitely one of the most anticipated per-

ces of the event.

~album, “Invasion of Privacy” won Best Rap Album in
19 Grammys and we can expect her to perform some

sreatest hits. Though her set list is yet to

ving to hear her chart-topping hits like “

"and “I Like It” live.

s is the first time Cardi will be in Singapore and we're

it will not be her last.

in the music
h House Ma-

released, fans
Drip”, “Bodak

“azal began his career a decade ago
h Aamir Khan-starrer “3 Idiots” and
tor says the superstar’s hunger for
dge has stayed with him throughout
‘ney.

who had a cameo appearance in the
1ar Hirani-directed 2009 blockbuster,
m was a learning experience for him.
sed to always observe Aamir. Between
ve would snap out and play chess and
yoks. That stuck with me for some rea-
s thirst for knowledge, that even at
vel the man was going nuts, trying to
out and say ‘I haven’t learnt enough’”
| PTI.

» actor says he is glad he realised so
1 his career that a performer should
et complacent.

alised it's never enough, especially for
. We are doomed if we are satisfied.
e got to keep going. If I'm completely
d with ‘Mirzapur’, that’s the death of
- added.

will be next seen in Tigmanshu Dhu-
ilan Talkies”. While the filmmaker has
anting to make the film since 2012, a
Visit to Tigmanshu's office landed Ali

the lead part in the romantic-drama.

“I met Tigmanshu randomly four years
ago in his office. I had gone to congratulate
him for ‘Paan Singh Tomar’ and he told me
he’s making ‘Milan Talkies. Then four years
later he calls me for the same film!

“It was such a well-written script. |
couldn’t put it down. I've always admired Tig-
manshu as a writer and director. He’s a rock-
star, and he was in such fine form with this
one,” he added.

Ali, who was recently seen in films such as
“Happy Phir Bhaag Jayegi”, “Fukrey Returns”
and the Hollywood project “Victoria and Ab-
dul”, believes people who do not hail from a
film family have to often prove themselves.

“For somebody who doesn’t have those
connection, sometimes you have to prove
yourself. You are your last hit film. Now I
know I have to really plan, be careful.

“Of course, I can’t say I can’t deliver a flop,
no one can. But what helps us is that there are
no expectations from someone who’s an out-
sider. You can quietly do your work and keep
going.”

“Milan Talkies” is scheduled to release on
March 15.

N, MAR 9 (PTI): Music legend Elton John has announced that he will coming out with

moir in October this year.

e 71-year-old music icon took to Twitter to share the news of the release of his official

ography.

y life has been one helluva roller coaster
own words. My first and only official auto
d

ride and I'm now ready to tell you my story,
biography will be released October 2019,” he

ording to his publisher, Henry Holt & Co, a division of Macmillan, the book will be a

lds-barred account” of John's life.

multiple Grammy-winning legend and flamboyant superstar, Elton is the most endur-
uccessful singer/songwriter of all time. Fans have been eagerly waiting for him to tell
ry. Now the wait is (almost) over,” the publisher said about the anticipated memoir on

rebsite.

n’s life will also be chronicled in a biographical drama film, titled “Rocketman”. Actor
Egerton is portraying the legendary singer in the Dexter Fletcher-directed movie.

MumMBAI, MAR 9 (PTI): Ac-
tor Arjun Rampal has short-
listed three feature films as
his next projects and says
they belong to different
genres, including horror
which he will star in and
produce too.

The actor, who had pro-
duced “Daddy” and recently

made his digital debut, says
he is “raring to work in fea-
ture films now.”

“I've  shortlisted three
subjects which I'll be get-
ting into the shooting soon.
There are two thrillers, but
both different than each
other, and one adventure
film. I've been wanting to do
something like this since a
while,” Arjun told PTI.

The actor says these
projects are in various stag-
es of developments and
he will be making an an-
nouncement soon.

“There’s also a horror
movie with a damn inter-
esting premise which I'll
be producing. It's a great
story. I'll be starting in it
as well but it’s too soon
to reveal other informa-
tion,” he added.

Arjun says he has be-
come picky and choosy
about the kind of films he
wants to do and when a
script comes to him, he
looks at it from a holistic
point of view.

“I react to stories when
they are pitched to me by
asking: is it something
I'll watch myself, even if I
wasn't part of it? Of course
the people attached to it
also matter.

“Will the producers be able
to do justice to the director; the
story and bring that alive.

H SUPER COOL! Actress Yara Shahidi spo
# fun look while stepping out in New York Ci

never consensual sex: zova Akhtar

Filmmaker Zoya Akhtar says

portrayal of sex in Hindi
cinema has been problematic
with more focus on physical
abuse, rape and molestation
than consensual sex.

Zoya said when people con-
sume such content at a young
age, the impact is visible later.

“I realised this much lat-
er that while I was growing
up, I have only seen physical
abuse in Hindi films. It was
crazy because we were al-
lowed to watch rape scenes,
molestation and assault but
we weren't allowed to see
consensual sex.

“That has to impact the
psyche because you do not watch people
kissing, tenderness. You don’t see people
making love and how they want to be treat-
ed,” she said during a session on ‘Women
Shaping the narrative in media and enter-
tainment’,

The event was organised by Amazon
Prime Video and Screenwriters associa-
tion.

: The director said this portrayal of sex
: can be problematic as it sends a wrong no-
tion.

“What you are putting out is that wom-

==

en will alwys say no and you will jus
on them. When you are a kid, you do
ally focus on it. When you grow up, y
alise that was weird and it should ch:

Zoya said she has become the
she is not only because of the strong
en in her life but also men.

“I have been raised by a hardcore
nist. My male friends, colleagues in t
dustry and outside are all feminists. ]
me a long time to realise and recog
certain amount of sexism because it
exist in my world. A lot of it went by w
me even reacting to it.”

ARIES: The higher you climb, the more
support you need. Today’s productive an-
gle between the confident Sun and structure
junkie Saturn could illuminate a great coach,
mentor or consultant who can guide you up
the next rung of the ladder. It’s not a sign of
weakness to ask for help (need we remind
you again, Aries?)

TAURUS: Yes, Taurus, it’s your turn
to call out the neon pink elephant in the
room. But relax: Today, people are actu-
ally ready to hear it. They’ve known for a
while that something was off, and it’s been
affecting the morale of the entire team.
If there wasn’t an actual mutiny on your

hands, people have certainly been drifting.
CEMINT: Pavvrar otiraa! Tadav e Qiim Qaf

CANCER: Relationships will benefit
from unapologetic honesty today, Cancer,
but there’s just one hitch. Don’t confuse
your opinions with the gospel truth. The
way something SEEMS may not reflect
the way it actually is, but you run the risk
of flinging false accusations based on
assumptions. If you are unhappy with a
partnership, lay down your weapons and
advance with curiosity..

LEO: Forget about going with your best
guess today, Leo. A precise angle between
the illuminating Sun and structure hound
Saturn insists that you take exact measure-
ments in all that you do. Do the cost break-
down of an upcoming project or travel

wlarn Van mmav nead 4 cirminlifo ar fvareals

steady Saturn could bring a hot prospect
with staying power. You certainly won’t
meet this person while clearing out your
Netflix queue. Follow the Sun’s motiva-
tion to dress up and meet friends out on the
town. Coupled Virgos, don’t get lazy. Take
a pause from co-hibernating and reserve a
table for two.

LIBRA: Go ahead, Libra, let your inner
control freak have the wheel today. With
the can-do Sun productively angled to struc-
ture fanatic Saturn, you could really whip a
plan into shape. Be a stickler for the details.
If people’s promises aren’t making sense or
their deadlines don’t seem realistic, call it out.
You don’t have to go along with the first offer

mannlae ala

SAGITTARIUS: So many people, so lit-
tle time. You’ve been spreading yourself
thinner than angel hair pasta lately, Archer.
The person suffering most is you, and if you
keep running at this pace, you won’t have
anything left to give others. Be firm when
a close friend or family member pushes for
more of your time than you have to give.
Today, make sure your schedule includes
plenty of pauses in between appointments,
a longer lunch break and a spot of time to-
night to soak in the tub, listen to music and
just relax!

CAPRICORN: You’ve been mulling over
some pretty big ideas ever since hard-hitting

Saturn entered Capricorn on December 19,
ANTT Thadav talba annthar ctern foaxirard mwi1f

could unearth a Eureka!-level discove:
AQUARIUS: Lift your nose fror
grindstone and give your personal i
tention today, Aquarius, as the Sur
a supportive boost from your co-
structured Saturn. If your house is
order—literally and metaphorically
going to be difficult to focus and be
ductive. Even cleaning your spac
be meditative. Or maybe it’s time tc
a cleaning service to deal with the
bunnies you simply don’t have the
to clear away anymore..

PISCES: Take charge of a flounderin;
sion and get everyone focused and in:
again. With the expressive Sun in Pis

a rnramitintie anale ta can AdAa Qatiirn v



