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CM disappointed with SDF’s absence from Assembly, 
congratulates two rebels who showed up 

SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 30 Jul: 

Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang [Golay] 

expressed disappoint-
ment on the absence of 
most opposition legis-
lators from the ongoing 
Budget Session of Sik-
kim Legislative Assem-
bly. Sikkim Democratic 
Front, it may be recalled, 
has boycott the Assem-
bly sessions to register 
its protest against Mr 
Tamang continuing as 
the Chief Minister even 
though he is disqualified 
from contesting elections.

Meanwhile, in the As-
sembly today, Mr Tamang 
commented that to boy-
cott assembly proceed-
ings instead of delivering 
on the role of a respon-
sible opposition was not 
healthy in a democracy 
and should be seen as 
an insult of the people’s 
mandate. 

He once again urged 
SDF legislators to attend 

and participate in the on-
going assembly session in 
the interest of the people.

The CM made these 
comments while replying 
to a discussion on Motion 
of Thanks on the Gover-
nor’s Address.

While urging the op-
position leader and leg-

islators to participate in 
the assembly session, the 
CM thanked SDF legisla-
tors GT Dhungel and Em 
Prasad Sharma who de-
fied their party’s position 
and attended the assem-
bly session today. 

He congratulated for 
having taken a bold and 

brave decision in the inter-
est of the people and for 
supporting what he held up 
as the “people’s budget”.

He went on to con-
tend that Sikkim Kran-
tikari Morcha had de-
livered on its role of a 
responsible opposition 
in the last five years by 

raising the voice of the 
people in the House and 
that it was unfortunate 
that the SDF leader, a 
former CM and a senior 
politician has now failed 
to deliver on the respon-
sibilities of opposition. 

He argued that this 
attitude proves that SDF 

runs only after power 
and was not interested in 
serving the people as an 
opposition party. 

Speaking on the 
White Paper placed in 
the assembly on Monday, 
the CM invited discus-
sions and suggestions 
and said that the govern-
ment was dedicated to 
fulfill all the basic needs, 
hopes and aspiration of 
the people of Sikkim de-
spite the huge financial 
obligation inherited by it. 

He stated that the 
government has been 
committed to provide 
the best and quality med-
ical facilities and quality 
education to everyone 
was another top priority 
of the State government 
for the inclusive develop-
ment of Sikkim. 

He added that the 
government would also 
work in skill development, 
eco-tourism and green in-
dustry on priority basis.

turn to pg02

2 SDF MLAs thumb down 
boycott decision, attend 

Assembly Session 
SDF negotiating merger with 

“mainstream” party, alleges Dhungel

SAgAR CheTTRi
gangtok, 30 Jul: 

In a surprise move, two 
legislators of Sikkim 

Democratic Front party 
attended the second day 
of the ongoing Budget 
Session 2019 of Sikkim 
Legislative Assembly on 
Tuesday. Going against 
the decision of the party 
to boycott the assembly 
sessions, Upper Tadong 
MLA, GT Dhungel and 
Namcheybong MLA, Em 
Prasad Sharma attended 
the second day of the as-
sembly session.  

Mr Dhungel has also 
said that the two of them 
were not in Delhi with the 
remaining MLAs who were 
negotiating a merger with a 
“mainstream” party. 

Today, when the as-
sembly session began 
both MLAs sat on the 
opposition bench in the 
House. During the zero 
hour, both MLAs placed 
petitions to be provided 
seating away from the 
SDF legislators’ bench, 
which was accepted by 
the Speaker, LB Das. 

Later, they were pro-

vided separate seats be-
hind the Deputy Speak-
er. They also offered 
khadas to the Speaker, 
Deputy Speaker and the 
Chief Minister, PS Ta-
mang [Golay].

Before placing their 
petitions, they explained 
that the people of Sik-
kim have elected them 
to discharge their duties 
as lawmakers, therefore, 
they decided to attend 
the assembly session in 
the interest of the people 
although other SDF legis-
lators have boycotted the 
assembly session.

Responding to me-
dia queries after the as-
sembly session, Upper 
Tadong MLA, GT Dhungel 
said that by participating 
in the assembly session 
they are not revolting 
against the party. He 
stated that negative re-
actions from the public 
on the absence of the op-
position legislators in the 
Assembly forced them 
to attend the assembly 
session so that they can 
speak for the people.

turn to pg02

 Budget Session Q&A

Sikkim has outstanding loan 
of over Rs 16,207 crore: CM

Gangtok, Jul 30 (PTI): 
Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang [Golay] 
on Tuesday informed the 
Assembly that the state 
has an outstanding loan 
of Rs 16,207.94 crore as 
on March 31.

The loan amount 
turns out to be Rs 2.45 
lakh on each individual 
of Sikkim, he said.

“When we took over 
from the previous gov-
ernment, there was an 
outstanding loan of Rs 
16,207.94 crore as on 
March 31, 2019,” the 
chief minister said.

Golay’s party, the Sik-

kim Krantikari Morcha 
(SKM), ousted the Sikkim 
Democratic Front gov-
ernment led by Pawan 
Kumar Chamling after 25 
years in May.

Golay said Sikkim had 
an outstanding loan of 
only Rs 214.93 crore by 
March 31, 1994, the year 
in which Chamling was 
elected to power for the 
first time, implying that 
his predecessor had left 
behind the huge financial 
burden on him.

The chief minister 
said his government has 
also inherited financial 
liabilities to the tune of 

Rs 50,604.75 crore by 
way of pending bills of 
various departments.

A member of the 
House raised the issue of 
rumour on social media 
about “merger” of Sikkim 
and Darjeeling hills.

Speaker LB Das ex-
punged this but the chief 
minister chose to speak 
on the issue.

Golay said Sikkim is 
protected under the Art 
371(F) of the Constitu-
tion, which deals with 
certain special provi-
sions with respect to the 
state.

A bill proposing to 

amend a law for starting 
e-payment for collection 
of court fees was passed 
by the House on Tuesday.

Gangtok, 30 Jul [IPR]: 
The second day of the 
budget session today 
witnessed several ques-
tions raised by the MLAs 
concerning Human Re-
source Development 
Department, Commerce 
and Industries, Tourism 
and Civil Aviation, En-
ergy and Power, Labour 
and Mines and Geology 
Departments.

HRDD Minister Kun-
ga Nima Lepcha, replying 
to a query raised by MLA 
Bishnu Kumar Sharma, 
said that HRDD has taken 
out a total of 17 works 
since 2014. Out of the 
17 works sanctioned, 15 
are new constructions 
and two are repairs and 
maintenance works 
sanctioned under non-
planned head of account.

Replying to the que-
ries raised by MLA Ad-
itya Golay, Minister for 
Energy & Power De-
partment, Mingma Nor-
bu Sherpa, stated that 
during 2004–2009 the 

Energy & Power Depart-
ment portfolio was held 
by Pawan Chamling, 
erstwhile Chief Minister 
of Sikkim.

Regarding the ques-
tions related to the pow-
er plant project, Mr Sher-
pa said that 17 hydro 
electric plants totalling 
4,194 MW were allotted 
during 2004-2009 and 
Rs 4.19 crore upfront 
revenue at the rate of 
Rs 10,000 per MW was 
received by the govern-
ment.

As on date, seven hy-
dro electric plants have 
been completed and are 
operational. The target-
ed revenue from these 
projects was about Rs 
918.48 crore per annum 
considering the rate as 
Rs 5 per unit. The annu-
al revenue earned by the 
department from 2004 
to 2018–19 from free 
power from the commis-
sioned project excluding 
NHPC is Rs 447.51 crore.

Replying to a supple-

mentary question raised 
by MLA Sunita Gajmer, 
the Minister for Com-
merce & Industries, BS 
Pant, informed that till 
date, the department 
has closed down two 
pharmaceutical com-
panies, namely Pristine 
Life Sciences, Singtam, 
East Sikkim and Ideal 
Cure Pacheykhaney, East 
Sikkim while the centre 
has closed down Alembic 
Phramceutical Samar-
dung, South Sikkim.  

Answeringthe ques-
tions put forth by MLA 
BK Sharma, Minister for 
Tourism & Civil Aviation, 
BS Pant, said that the de-
partment is aware of the 
fact that people residing 
in the periphery of the 
Greenfield Airport at Pa-
kyong are affected and is 
providing steps for relief 
and rehabilitation process 
to the affected people. 
Surveys have been made 
to access the damage of 66 
affected families.

Minister for Mines & 

Geology, Karma Loday, 
while replying to the que-
ry raised by MLA Sunita 
Gajmer said that as per 
the parcha/ document, a 
total of  27.2520 hectares 
was under Sikkim Min-
ing, Rangpo. A portion of 
land is allotted and trans-
ferred to various organi-
zations and associations as 
well as government depart-
ments as per the approval 
of the government. 

Responding to anoth-
er query raised by MLA 
Aditya Golay, the Minister 
for Labour Department, 

Mingma Norbu Sherpa, 
said that Cess collection 
under the provision of 
buildings and other Con-
struction Workers Wel-
fare Cess Act 1996 start-
ed in the state of Sikkim 
w.e.f 06 Sept, 2010.

Answering another 
question, Mr Sherpa said 
that Sikkim Buildings 
and Other Construction 
Workers Welfare Board 
has notified 22 schemes 
for the welfare of work-
ers registered under the 
BOCW Act 1996.

Replying to another 

query by MLA Aditya Go-
lay, Mr Sherpa said that 
the contract labour (Reg-
ulation and Abolition) 
Act 1970 has not been 
enforced in the state of 
Sikkim. However, under 
the provision the inter-
state migrant (Regula-
tion of Employment and 
Conditions of Service) 
Act 1979, the Labour De-
partment is empowered to 
issue license for employ-
ment of inter-state migrant 
workers directly to the 
companies or contractors 

turn to pg02

SC adjourns SDF 
petition challenging 
golay’s appointment  

SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 30 Jul:

The Supreme Court 
today granted three 

weeks’ time as prayed 
by the State Government 
in the matter of the writ 
petition filed by Sikkim 
Democratic Front’s Bi-
mal Dawari challeng-
ing the appointment of 
Prem Singh Tamang as 
Chief Minister.

While hearing the 

plea on adjournment 
motion of the State 
Government for three 
weeks, the three judge 
bench headed by Chief 
Justice of India, Ranjan 
Gogoi, Justices Deep-
ak Gupta and Anirud-
dha Bose granted three 
weeks time as prayed 
by the State government 
and directed the regis-
try to list the matter af-
ter three weeks.
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URGenTly ReqUIRed: 
Urgent Recruitment for a waiter 

with atleast 3 years experience and 
one kitchen helper. Contact: Hotel 

Paramount, Dentam, West Sik-
kim- 9735909625 / 8348285444

WANTeD 
HOUSEKEEPER/BABYSITTER . 

Contact:  9933443442/9800500696.
geNeRAl iNFoRMATioN

This is for general information of all concerned 
that Hotel Parasol Residency, Panihouse, Deorali 
East Sikkim shall remain closed for a period of 
six months for carrying out necessary repairs. 
All concerned tour operators and clients are 
requested to refrain from booking or deal with 
any sort with regard to Hotel Parasol Residency, 
Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim.

Mr. Subash Lama
Proprietor

Hotel Parasol Residency,
 Panihouse, Deorali, East Sikkim

Four & half Storied building on SALE, behind Hotel 
Agarwal at Pani House, Gangtok, East Sikkim. In-
terested parties may also buy flats – 2 flats – 1650 
sq.ft , 1 Flat – 1186 sq.ft & 1 Flat on top (1 & half)- 
3000 sq.ft. Contact: -9434751150

In his reply to discussions on Motion of Thanks on 
the Governor’s Address, the CM expressed gratitude 
towards the Governor for his address and thanked the 
Governor for highlighting all relevant issues and for 
touching every area of importance in his address.

CM disappointed...

“We participated in the proceedings and discus-
sion in the assembly session and this shows we are 
here for the people, to work for them. People sent us 
to the Assembly and we are here for the people,” Mr 
Dhungel said.

Likewise, Namcheybong MLA, Em Prasad Sharma 
said, “People of Sikkim voted for us but some of us are 
running from our responsibilities so we are here to 
deliver the responsibility of a responsible opposition.” 

He said that he is not quitting SDF but is attending 
the assembly session for the people as SDF ‘B’. 

SDF legislators had decided to boycott the Budget 
Session till PS Tamang continues to occupy the post of 
CM in ‘breach of the Constitution’.

2 SDF MlAs...

if they employ five or more such workers under 
Section 8 of the above mentioned act for the execution 
of the particular given work.

During the zero hour, MLAs of the Sikkim Demo-
cratic Front Party, GT Dhungel and Em Prasad Sharma 
raised a query to the Chief Minister, Mr PS Tamang 
who is also the Minister-in-charge for Home Depart-
ment as to whether the Sikkim-Darjeeling merger was 
a fact or just another political propaganda. 

This question was expunged by the Speaker, SLA, 
LB Das under Rule 325 of Rules of Procedure and Con-
duct of Business in SLA. 

Budget Session...  

obituary references in legislative Assembly 
Gangtok, 30 Jul (IPR): 
The second day of the 
budget session started 
with Obituary References 
on the passing away of for-
mer Governor of Sikkim, 
Sudarshan Agarwal, and 
former Speaker of Megha-
laya, Dongkupar Roy. The 
Obituary Reference ses-
sion was participated in 
by Speaker SLA, LB Das, 
and the Chief Minister PS 
Tamang [Golay].

The Speaker, in his 
obituary reference, re-

membered the Late Sud-
harshan Agarwal for his 
soft spoken nature and 
caring and compassion-
ate personality, integrity 
and commitment to the 
highest standards of pub-
lic service.

He served as the Gov-
ernor of Sikkim from 
25 Oct, 2007 to 08 Jul, 
2008. He passed away 
on 09 July, 2019 after 
battling a prolonged ill-
ness at New Delhi.

In his obituary refer-

ence of Late Donkupar 
Roy, former Speaker of 
Meghalaya, the Speaker 
informed that the late Mr 
Roy was born on 10 Nov, 
1954 and won his first 
election as an indepen-
dent candidate in 1987. 
Besides holding several 
political positions in his 
long political career, Mr 
Roy also served as Chief 
Minister of Meghalaya 
from 19 Mar, 2008 to 19 
Mar, 2009. He was also a 
doctorate in economics 

from the North Eastern 
Hill University and un-
der the Conrad Sanga 
Government, was elected 
peaker of the Meghalaya 
Legislative Assembly. He 
breathed his last on 28 
July, 2019. 

The Chief Minister, in 
his obituary reference on 
the passing away of Mr 
Agarwal expressed deep 
condolence and men-
tioned that the late Gov-
ernor had accomplished 
various works pertaining 

to social, educational and 
religious development 
while serving. 

For instance, he had 
given admission to two 
meritorious daughters 
of Sikkim in his school 
under the annual pro-
gramme of HRD Depart-
ment. He always used to 
visit the school during 
his regional visit and 
extended notable con-
tributions in the field of 
education within a short 
span of time. 

Awareness prog to spread 
wider awareness on scholarship 

options in South Sikkim

namchi, 30 Jul (IPR): 
A daylong awareness 
program on scholarship 
schemes coordinated by 
Social Justice, Empower-
ment and Welfare Depart-
ment was held at the Zilla 
Panchayat Bhawan con-
ference hall here today.

The program also had 
the presence of School 
Heads, teachers and of-
ficers from various line 
departments.

Resource person for 
the program, Addition-
al Secretary, Benu Gu-
rung, in her address, laid 
down the objective of the 
awareness programme 
which was to inform 
and detail scholarship 
schemes that provide 
suitable financial assis-
tance to students from 

various categories in 
order to enable them to 
pursue education with-
out any financial hurdles. 
She informed that so far 
only one disabled stu-
dent has availed pre-ma-
tric scholarship in South 
district while applications 
for other scholarships has 
also been abysmal. 

She called on school 
heads and HRDD offi-
cials to disseminate ro-
bust awareness among 
students in order to aid 
them through schol-
arships provided by 
SJE&WD. 

She also sought coop-
eration from the District 
Administration to help 
the Department gain 
momentum in widen-
ing awareness about 

scholarships.
DC (South), Ragul K, 

also addressed the gath-
ering and lauded the ini-
tiative of the officials of 
SJE&WD in organizing 
programs of such prime 
importance which bene-
fits the minority, disabled 
and ST, Central OBC and 
EBC students. 

He also assured that 
South district will strong-
ly advocate the outreach 
of the scholarships by 
organizing a block level 
awareness camps through 
Welfare Division (South) of-
fice in the days to come. He 
called upon school adminis-
tration to extend all aid and 
possible assistance to en-
sure student scholarships 
provided the State and 
the Central Government.

SSB IG calls on CM

Gangtok, 30 Jul (IPR): In-
spector General, Sashas-
tra Seema Bal, Fontier 
HQ Siliguri, Shrikumar 
Bandopadhyay, accom-
panied by DIG, SHQ SSB, 
Gangtok, BK Paul, called 
on Chief Minister Prem 
Singh Tamang today.

The officers congrat-
ulated the Chief Minister 
on his party’s historic vic-
tory in the recent general 
elections and briefed him 
about the perspectives 
and accomplishments ex-
ecuted by the army as the 
Frontier SSB in Sikkim. 

It was also informed 
that various training pro-
grammes for the youth 
in addition to other so-
cial perceptions and  ac-
tivities like cleanliness, 
construction of sanitary 
toilets, aids to various 
needy institutions, aids 
to the society across the 
state, were the part of 
their programme. 

The Chief Minister 
thanked them for com-
ing all the way from 
Siliguri and expressed 
hope for mutual cooper-
ation in future.

MR 
vaccinations 
at West 
PHCs 
Gyalshing, 29 Jul (IPR): 
The District Health Soci-
ety Gyalshing headed by 
DRCHO, DPM, HEO and 
team with Special Guest, 
Bikash Jairu (Star Foot-
baller of Sikkim, present-
ly playing as Midfielder 
from Jamshedpur FC) in 
presence of Deputy Di-
rector HRDD, CDPO, Prin-
cipal and other dignitar-
ies initiated launching of 
Measles-Rubella Vaccine 
at Darap Sr Sec School 
today. Similarly, the MR 
Vaccinations was also 
launched at Tashiding 
PHC and Mangalbarey 
PHC by Medical Officer 
and team.

CBI books Rolls Royce in corruption case
new delhi, Jul 30 (PTI): The CBI has 
booked London-based Rolls Royce in 
a corruption case for allegedly paying 
over Rs 77 crore as commission to an 
agent to win contracts from public sec-
tor undertakings HAL, ONCG and GAIL 
during 2007-11, officials said Tuesday.

The action comes after a five-year-
long inquiry by the agency initiated 
on the basis of a complaint from the 
Defence Ministry which had received a 
letter about the engagement of Singa-
pore-based Ashok Patni and his com-
pany Aashmore Pvt Ltd by Rolls Royce, 
they said.  The inquiry was launched on 
the basis of the letter which was for-
warded to the CBI.There was no imme-
diate response from Rolls Royce.

It was alleged that the total business 
of HAL with Rolls Royce was around Rs 
4,700 crore between 2000 to 2013.

It is alleged that Rolls Royce paid Rs 
18 crore to Patni as “commercial advi-
sor” in the 100 supply orders of Avon 
and Allison Engines spare parts to HAL 
between 2007-11, they alleged.

The agency alleged that Patni was 
also engaged in direct contracts of Rolls 
Royce with ONGC and GAIL for the sup-
ply of spare parts.

Although contracts with ONGC and 
GAIL allowed services of an agent but it 
was mandatory to declare the name at 
the time of bidding, a condition violated 
by Rolls Royce, they said.

The company declared the name of 
its agent to the oil and gas sector behe-
moths in 2013, the agency alleged.

It is alleged that Roll Royce paid Rs 
29.81 crore in 73 purchase orders from 
2007 to 2011 for procurement of ma-
terial and spare parts pertaining to the 
engines for ONGC, but the company de-
clared it in 2013, they alleged.

The company also paid one million 
British pounds with regard to 68 pur-
chase orders from GAIL for spare parts 
from 2007 to 2010, the CBI alleged.

It also said that the company en-

tered in an arrangement with Turbo-
tech Energy Services International Pvt 
Ltd and another company Infinity, also 
owned by Patni, to which extra commis-
sion was paid, but not declared to GAIL, 
it alleged.

The total commission paid by Rolls 
Royce comes to the tune of Rs 28.09 
crore during the period 2007-10 for 
supplies to GAIL, they alleged.

Rolls Royce, its Indian subsidiary, 
Patni, his company and Mumbai-based 
Turbotech Energy Services Interna-
tional Pvt Ltd besides unidentified offi-
cials of HAL, ONGC and GAIL have been 
booked by the CBI for criminal conspir-
acy and bribery, they said.

There was an alleged conspiracy 
by Rolls Royce Plc and its subsidiary 
Rolls Royce India Pvt Ltd to misrep-
resent the facts before HAL regarding 
the engagement of the agent in order 
to win contracts with HAL with “de-
ception”, they said.

The Indian Marine Gas Turbine unit 
of the HAL provides support in areas of 
inspection, spare parts, maintenance, 
equipment overhaul and assembly for 
Industrial and Marine Gas Turbines un-
der licence from reputed manufactures.

The unit provides overhaul and re-
pair of Avon and Allison Engines for 
ONGC and GAIL for which spare parts 
are supplied by energy division of Rolls 
Royce, they said.

The contract between Rolls Royce 
Power Engineering Plc .and Hindustan 
Aeronautics Ltd. was signed June, 2007 
which was valid till December, 2011 to 
provide maintenance, repair and over-
haul services for the units owned by 
the GAIL and ONGC under above licence 
from Rolls Royce.

“The purchase order condition spe-
cifically mentioned that Rolls Royce is 
not supposed to appoint any agent in 
India to promote this contract and no 
commission is payable to such agent,” 
the CBI FIR has alleged. 

‘Collarwali’: The ‘supermom’ 
of pench Tiger Reserve

Seoni (MP), Jul 30 (PTI): 
A 14-year-old tigress has 
contributed almost half 
of the wildcat popula-
tion in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Pench Tiger Reserve, 
which has been adjudged 
the best-managed na-
tional park in the coun-
try, an official said.

The highly fertile ti-
gress, “Collarwali”, has 
earned the tag of “super-
mom” for her feat and is 
a star attraction in the 
Pench Tiger Reserve 
(PTR) located in Seoni 
district.

After giving birth to 
25 cubs over a period of 
time, Collarwali had de-
livered four more cubs in 
December last year. This 
made her the mother of 
29 cubs born in different 
litters in the last 10 years, 
which forest officials feel, 
could be a record.

The PTR was jointly 
adjudged the best-man-
aged national park along 
with the Periyar Reserve 
of Kerala in the All India 
Tiger Estimation Report 
2018, released by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
in New Delhi on Monday.

“Collarwali had first 
given birth to three cubs 
in May 2008. Since then, 
she has given birth to 29 
cubs, of which 25 have 
survived.

“I have not come 
across with news of such 
a feline in the country 
which has given birth to 
so many cubs in its lifes-
pan, PTR field director 
Vikram Singh Parihar 
said on Tuesday.

“In a rare occurrence, 
Collarwali, born as one of 
the four cubs to famous 
tigress T-7 in 2005, had 
given birth to a litter 
of five cubs in October 
2010,” he said.

The tigress is a prolif-
ic breeder and cub-raiser, 

Parihar said.
Though national 

park-wise estimation is 
yet to be released, Pari-
har claimed tiger count 
in the PTR may be more 
than 53, up from 43 in 
2014.

This estimation 
shows Collarwali has 
contributed almost half 
of the wildcat population 
in the PTR, nestled in the 
southern slopes of the 
Satpura range of hills in 
Central India.

The field director said 
the PTR has been jointly 
adjudged the best-man-
aged national park along 
with the Periyar Reserve 
in a list featuring 50 na-
tional parks.

This ranking was 
based on parameters like 
protection of wildlife, 
lesser human interven-
tion, anti-poaching mea-
sures, tourism manage-
ment, employees welfare 
and community partici-
pation in conservation of 
wild animals, he added.

MPs Additional Chief 
Conservator of Forest 
(ACCF) Sanjay Shukla 
said a picture of tigress 
`Lagaddi’ (12 years), an 
inmate of PTR, has been 
published on the first 
page of All India Tiger 
Estimation Report 2018.

This picture was tak-
en in May 2019, he said.

The tiger population 
in the country has grown 
from 2,226 in 2014 to 
2,967 in 2018, according 
to the report.

Madhya Pradesh, 
with 526 big cats, has 
emerged as the “tiger 
capital” of the country.

The state was close-
ly followed by Karna-
taka (524 tigers) at the 
second spot. Third and 
fourth sports went to Ut-
tarakhand (442) and Ma-
harashtra (312).

Demand for strict action to 
check plagiarism in research

new delhi, Jul 30 (PTI): 
Raising the issue of pla-
giarism in research in 
educational institutions 
in the country, a BJP MP 
on Tuesday said in Rajya 
Sabha that there should 
be zero tolerance to-
wards it and demanded 
steps to curb the menace.

Former Union Min-
ister KJ Alphons said 
during the Zero Hour 
that if faculty members 
indulge in plagiarism 
they should be dismissed 
from service and a sub-
ject, ‘Research Integrity’, 
should be added in the 
curriculum of institu-
tions. Terming plagia-
rism as a “very serious 
problem”, he said it was 
also giving a bad name 
to the country as some 
research papers sent to 
international journals 
have been returned due 
to plagiarism.

There must be seri-
ous research in the coun-
try and not this “cut and 

paste” kind of research, 
he said. “There should be 
zero tolerance towards 
plagiarism. Those peo-
ple, who are found to be 
plagiarising, if they are 
members of the faculty, 
they must be dismissed 
under 56(J). “We must in-
clude a subject in the cur-
riculum called Research 
Integrity. Fourth, an Office 
of Research Integrity may 
be set up which will report 
directly to the Prime Min-
ister,” he said.

Alphons said he was 
sure that very good re-
search is going on in some 
institutions and universi-
ties. “But in a very large 
number of universities, 
a lot of research is go-
ing on which is basically 
plagiarism, which basi-
cally means that they are 
stealing the ideas from 
the published material,” 
he said. “In 2018, 127 
published articles in in-
ternational journals had 
to be retracted because 

they were found to be 
plagiarised. One in every 
three articles submitted 
by Indian authors is re-
turned today because of 
plagiarism,” he said, add-
ing that a software can 
run through the thesis 
and can tell if the article is 
plagiarised. “Today, there 
are big shops outside uni-
versity campuses which 
sell thesis, and I am told, 
if you dont permit plagia-
rism, how would you have 
all these Ph.D. and M.Phil. 
thesis published.

“This is a very serious 
problem. This brings bad 
reputation to the coun-
try. I think there must 
be serious research in 
the country and not this 
‘cut and paste’ kind of 
research. There is a seri-
ous problem with regula-
tion,” he said.

The BJP MP expressed 
shock that the UGC has 
issued guidelines stating 
that “10 per cent plagia-
rism is okay”. 

Manohari 
Gold tea Rs 
50,000 per kg
Guwahati, Jul 30 (PTI): 
The Guwahati Tea Auc-
tion Centre (GTAC) on 
Tuesday created a record 
when Manohari Gold tea, 
a specialty orthodox tea 
variety from Dibrugarh’s 
Manohari Tea Estate, sold 
at Rs 50,000 a kg under 
the public auction system. 
“The price that Manohari 
Gold has fetched is per-
haps the highest for tea 
in a public tea auction in 
the world and it is a proud 
moment for GTAC which 
has emerged as a hub for 
specialty tea,” claimed 
secretary of Guwahati Tea 
Auction Buyers Associa-
tion, Dinesh Biyani.

City-based Sourabh Tea 
Traders Private Limited 
bought two kg of this tea 
on Tuesday. The GTAC is a 
platform for tea producers 
to sell superior quality tea 
and its demand is increas-
ing across the country 
which will encourage tea 
producers to cultivate good 
quality specialty tea to be 
auctioned at the centre,” Bi-
yani added.

The Manohari Gold Tea 
is cultivated from the finest 
P-126 tea clones, is hand-
picked early morning in the 
second flush season in May 
and June, is very delicate, 
has a subtle aroma and the 
liquor is of a rich gold co-
lour, Manohari Tea Estate 
owner Rajan Lohia said.

He said that the 
weather this year was not 
favourable for the produc-
tion of the gold tea and 
only five kg of this could 
be produced this year. 
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CapitalTIMES

Roads & Bridges Department
government of Sikkim

NoTiCe
The Roads & Bridges Department hereby invites enlisted Contractors 
of Category I-AA excluding Joint Venture enlisted with the Sikkim 
PWD for submission of their work details along with financial credi-
bility supported by authentic documents as prescribed below within 
15 (Fifteen) days from the date of publication of this notice.

1. Work executed in the last 10(ten) years and work under execution.
2. Tools & Plants details with ownership (Hiring certificate shall not 

be entertained).
3. Hot mix plant ownership mandatory.
4. Annual turnover for the last 3 (Three) years not less than Rs.6.00 

Crore (Rupees Six Crore) only.
5. Solvency Certificate.
6. Profit and loss statement for the financial year ending March 2019.
7. Fixed deposit details with not less than an amount of Rs.2.00 Crore 

(Rupees Two Crore) only.
This is to enable the Department to establish credential with re-

spect to their performance as of now for empanelment after evalua-
tion with regard to invoking Clause I of the Notification No. 515/R&B/
PWD/Secy. Dt: 12/06/2018 for emergency/ urgent works.

Sd/-
(Chief Engineer)

Roads & Bridges Department
Govt. of Sikkim. Gangtok.

R.O. no. 116/IPR/Pub/Classi./19-20 
date: 26.7.19

Magistrates sensitized on POCSO 
Act and child psychology

SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 30 Jul:

Sikkim Judicial Academy 
organised a workshop 

on Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences 
Act for Chief Judicial 
Magistrate and Learned 
Judicial Magistrates of 
the State on 26 July. 

The purpose of the 
workshop was to sensi-
tize the Magistrates in-
volved in recording state-
ments of child victims 

under Section 164, Code 
of Criminal Procedure. 

Further, some of the 
Judicial Magistrates also 
function as Principal 
Magistrates of the Juve-
nile Justice Boards of the 
various Districts. 

The objective was 
also to have a better un-
dertsanding of the psy-
chology of the victim. 

The workshop was 
divided into three ses-
sions, the first two ses-

sions devoted to POCSO 
Act and the final session 
on child psychology.

While Bharti Ali, 
Co-founder & Executive 
Director of HAQ: Centre 
for Child Rights, New Delhi, 
was the resource person 
for the first two sessions, 
the third session had Se-
nior Clinical Psychologist, 
Dr Sonam Ongmu Lasopa, 
New Multispeciality STNM 
Hospital, Sochaygang, as re-
source person.

Pratima trains 5 to medals 
at State Boxing c’ship

Knockout football tourney 
kicks off in Jorethang

Amar Subba clocks 134.5KMs in 24 hrs
SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 30 Jul:

Marathon Man of Sik-
kim, Amar Subba, 

has expressed satisfac-
tion with his perfor-
mance at the recently 
held 24 Hours Stadium 
Run held on 20 July at 
Sree Kanteerava Stadi-
um, Bengaluru. Despite 
sustaining an ankle injury 
during the run, he covered 
134.3 KMs in 24 hours 
and finished the ultra mar-
athon on 24th position in 
the open category.

The run, organised by 
NEB Sports, Bengaluru, 
started at 6pm on 20 July 
and ended at 6pm the 
next day. 

It may be recalled 
that Amar Subba had 
finished third covering 

151.7Kms in 24 hours at 
the last edition of the 24 
Hours Stadium Run held 
in Mumbai last year.

Speaking to me-
dia persons today, the 
50-year-old Mr Subba 
expressed happiness on 

completing the Stadium 
Run despite an ankle in-
jury he sustained eight 
hours into the run. 

A total of 67 ultra 
runners from India and 
abroad had participated 
in the event of whom 19 
were disqualified after they 
could not cover the qualify-
ing distance. He mentioned 
that a runner has to cov-
er the distance of at least 
125KMs in 24 hours to 
qualify in the event.   

About the injury, he 
said, “Although it was 
very painful for me to re-
sume my run, I decided 
not to give up and after 
taking advice from phys-
iotherapist I again start-
ed running.”

The run was partici-
pated in by International 

Association of Ultrarun-
ners [IAU] for the first 
time and this meant par-
ticipation of many ex-
perienced international 
runners. 

“It was a learning ex-
perience for me to run 
with international run-
ners and it motivated me 
to perform better in the 
future competitions,” Mr 
Subba said.

He informed that 
IAU has now decided 
to take select ultra run-
ners from events of NEB 
Sports to international 
level competitions. He in-
formed that any runner 
who completes at least 
120Kms in 12 hours and 
220Kms in 24 hours will 
be selected for interna-
tional events.

Sikkim Karatekas bag 15 
medals in Kolkata event

SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 30 Jul:

Sikkim Karatekas have 
returned with a haul 

of 15 medals from the 
5th International Karate 
Championship held from 
26 to 28 July at Netaji In-
door Stadium, Kolkata, in 
West Bengal. The Sikkim 
State Karate-Do Associa-
tion [SSKA] team bagged 
4 gold medals, 5 silver 
medals and 6 bronze 
medals for Sikkim in the 
championship.

Babyana Gurung won 
two medals in individual 

Kata and open Challenge 
Kata, while the other 
Gold Medallists are Bhar-
ghavi Cintury and Sush-
mita Subba. 

Likewise, Anurodh 
Rai, Sakima Rai, Avinash 
Chettri, Biswas Gurung 
and Jerusha Tamang won 
a silver medal each and 
bronze medallists are 
Sukraj Limboo, Kunal Ghi-
miray, Sita Subba, Sushmi-
ta Subba, Abigyan Cintury 
and Anuraj Subba.

A 15-member SSKA 
team, led by Binam Gu-
rung as team coach and 

Bimala Tamang as Team 
Manager, represented 
the SSKA at the champi-
onship.

SSKA felicitated the 
team members for their 
outstanding perfor-
mance in the champi-
onship and on winning 
medals and laurels for 
the State. 

On the occasion, the 
SSKA president, Bijoy 
Gurung, general secre-
tary Bidhan Ballav Subba 
and working president 
Bhim Bahadur Subba 
congratulated the team. 

SuMMiT RepoRT
Jorethang, 30 Jul:

Open Knockout Foot-
ball Tournament for 

the 73rd I-Day got under-
way today at Jorethang in 
South Sikkim. 

The opening match 
was played between Ka-
risma FC of Siliguri and 
Gyalshing Football Acad-
emy which the former 
team won 3-1. 

Raj Subba scored the 
first goal in the 15th min-
ute itself taking Karisma 
FC ahead. Samit Tamang 
and Smile Tamang scored 

the next two goals for Ka-
risma FC sealing the match 
in their teams favour. Samir 
Tamang was named the 
man of the match. 

On Wednesday, Chi-
sopani FC will take on 
Yaks of Darjeeling.

SDM, Tshering Bhutia, 
was present as the chief 
guest today accompanied 
by Sherina M Gurung was 
the guest of honour. 

Special attractions of 
the opening included a 
cultural program, pipe 
band display and a com-
edy dance. 

SuMMiT RepoRT
Gangtok, 30 Jul:

Five pugilists pursuing 
regular boxing train-

ing under State Boxing 
Coach, Pratima Gooroong 
of the Department of 
Sports & Youth Affairs, 
delivered an excellent 
performance at the re-
cently held State Boxing 
Championship at Kham-

dong in East Sikkim. 
All five boxers won 

medals in the champi-
onship.

Sarathi Mukhia, Mus-
kan Khatoon and Anne 
Lepcha bagged a gold 
medal each while Diya 
Thapa won a Silver and 
Chirag Pradhan won a 
Bronze at the champi-
onship.

Three days into power, BJP 
govt scraps Tipu Jayanti

Bengaluru, July 30 (PTI): 
The BJP government in 
Karnataka on Tuesday 
scrapped the birth anni-
versary celebrations of 
the controversial 18th 
century ruler of the erst-
while Mysore Kingdom, 
Tipu Sultan, an annual 
event the party had been 
opposing since 2015 
when it was launched 
during the Congress rule.

Within three days af-
ter coming to power, the 
Yediyurappa government 
issued an order cancel-
ling the “Tipu Jayanti” 
celebrations, initiated 
by the Siddaramaiah led 
Congress ministry as an 
annual affair on Novem-
ber 10, 2015 amid oppo-
sition from the BJP and 
right wing organisations 
then. The celebrations 
were continued by the 
Congress-JD(S) coalition 
government led by H D 
Kumaraswamy, which 
collapsed on July 23 af-
ter losing a vote of con-
fidence in the assembly, 
paving the way for the in-
stallation of the BJP min-
istry that won the trust 
vote on Monday.

According to the of-
ficial order, Virajpet BJP 
MLA K G Bopaiah wrote 
to Chief Minister B S Yedi-
yurappa requesting him 
to cancel Tipu Jayanti 
celebrations by the state 
Kannada and Culture De-
partment, highlighting 
opposition to such cele-
brations, particularly in 
Kodagu district, and the 

violence it had led to in 
the past. The MLA had 
submitted a petition stat-
ing that there had been 
violence during the cele-
brations in the past and 
it should not be repeated.

After discussion in 
the cabinet, it was de-
cided that Tipu Jayanti 
should not be celebrated 
here on and a govern-
ment order has been is-
sued to this effect,” Yedi-
yurappa told reporters.

The first official cel-
ebration in 2015 was 
marred by widespread 
protests and violence in 
Kodagu district, leaving 
a Vishwa Hindu Parishad 
(VHP) worker Kuttap-
pa dead. BJP and right 
wing organisations have 
been strongly opposing 
Tipu Jayanti, calling the 
erstwhile Mysore king a 
“religious bigot”, forcing 
the authorities to orga-
nise the event statewide 
every year under thick 
security.

Meanwhile, calling 
the BJP government’s 
decision a big crime, for-
mer Chief Minister Sid-
darmaiah said Tipu was 
not some one who just 
belonged to minority 
community, but he was 
the king of Mysuru, who 
fought against the British 
and was a great patriot.

Stating that Tipu had 
worked for the develop-
ment of the then Mysuru 
state, he said foundation 
to KRS dam was laid 
during his period and he 

also worked for develop-
ment of industries, agri-
culture and trade.

... not with any other 
intention, as he was lov-
er of freedom, freedom 
fighter, we had decided to 
celebrate it (Jayanti). BJP 
with malice, because of 
their hatred towards mi-
norities, they have done 
this. I oppose this move, 
Siddaramaiah added.

Tipu was a ruler of 
the erstwhile Kingdom of 
Mysore and considered 
an implacable enemy 
of the British East India 
Company.

He was killed in May 
1799 while defending 
his fort at Srirangapatna 
against the British forces.

Tipu Sultan, how-
ever, is a controversial 
figure in Kodagu district 
as Kodavas (Coorgis), 
a martial race, believe 
thousands of their men 
and women were seized 
and held captive during 
his occupation and sub-
jected to torture, death 
and forcible conversion 
to Islam. He was also 
accused of execution of 
Mandyam Iyengars at the 
temple town of Melkote 
in Mandya district on the 
day of Deepavali, as they 
supported the then Ma-
haraja of Mysuru.

However, the scale of 
such suppression is dis-
puted by several histo-
rians, who see Tipu as a 
secular and modern rul-
er who took on the might 
of the British. 

500 Indian Sikhs arrive in Pak for Guru 
Nanak’s birth anniversary celebrations

M ZulqeRNAiN
lahore, Jul 30 (PTI): 
Some 500 Indian Sikhs 
arrived in Pakistan on 
Tuesday to take part in 
celebrations in connec-
tion with the 550th birth 
anniversary of Sikh faith 
founder Guru Nanak Dev.

Since the arrival of 
the Indian Sikhs was kept 
in a “low profile” neither 
the Evacuee Trust Prop-
erty Board, which looks 
after holy places of mi-
norities in the country, 
nor the Pakistan Gurd-
wara Parbhandhik Com-
mittee were taken on 
board by the Imran Khan 
government regarding 
their arrival. The Paki-
stani media was also not 
invited to the venue to 
cover the arrival of the 
Sikh pilgrims from India.

The Pakistan Foreign 
Office later in the day 
issued a statement con-
firming the arrival of 500 
Indian Sikhs but did not 
tell whether they crossed 
over here via under con-
struction Kartarpur cor-
ridor or Wagah border.

Sources, however, 
told PTI that the Indian 
Sikhs arrived here via 
Wagah border. The ETPB 
and PSGPC officials ex-

pressed their surprise 
for keeping them out of 
the “unscheduled” ar-
rival programme of 500 
Sikhs. “I wonder why the 
federal government left 
us out of this unscheduled 
arrival programme of In-
dian Sikhs... which is un-
precedented,” an official 
told PTI. The Foreign Office 
said in the statement: “This 
morning, a special Jatha 
of a little over 500 Indian 
Sikh pilgrims crossed over 
to Pakistan for Nankana 
Sahib. These pilgrims are 
scheduled to kick start cel-
ebrations of the 550th birth 
anniversary of Baba Guru 
Nanak from his birth place, 
Nankana Sahib, Pakistan 
on Thursday, 01 August 
2019.”

It said the Pakistan 
High Commission in New 
Delhi issued visas to the 
Indian Sikh pilgrims. 
“These visas have been 
granted over and above 
the issuance of thou-
sands of visas every year 
under the framework of 
Pakistan-India Protocol 
on Visits to Religious 
Shrines of 1974,” it said.

It further said that 
the Pakistan govern-
ment is taking a number 
of important initiatives 

including opening of the 
Kartarpur corridor to 
make the 550th birth an-
niversary of Guru Nanak 
memorable and historic.

The government also 
believes in the policy of 
promoting visits to reli-
gious shrines and peo-
ple-to-people contacts 
between Pakistan and 
India, it added. Pakistan 
and India are inching clos-
er to finalise the modali-
ties regarding opening of 
the Kartarpur corridor at 
Narowal, some 125-km 
from Lahore, for Indian 
Sikhs on the occasion of 
550th birth anniversary of 
Guru Nanak in November.

The corridor will con-
nect Darbar Sahib in Pa-
kistan’s Kartarpur with 
Dera Baba Nanak shrine 
in Gurdaspur district 
and facilitate visa-free 
movement of Indian Sikh 
pilgrims, who will have to 
just obtain a permit to vis-
it Kartarpur Sahib, which 
was established in 1522 
by Guru Nanak Dev.

Pakistan is building 
the corridor from the Indi-
an border to the Gurdwara 
Darbar Sahib while the other 
part from Dera Baba Nanak 
up to the border will be con-
structed by India.
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Let’s Swachch Sikkim Even More
Sikkim might be cleaner than the 

more stressed and over-populated 
states, but it can still be better

Now, let’s get real. First, anyone who has travelled 
around the country will have no qualms agree-

ing that Sikkim’s position as a Swachch State, earned 
at around this time two years ago, is well deserved. 
While parts and portions of many other states will 
definitely be cleaner and better maintained than 
even Sikkim’s cleanest locations, collectively, as an 
entire State, Sikkim is undoubtedly cleaner than the 
rest. What Sikkim also is, is much smaller, much less-
er populated and much more governed. There must 
be several pockets around the country with a popula-
tion of around 6 lakhs which have better waste man-
agement systems in place, but none of them are a 
State like Sikkim is and none have the funds or the in-
frastructure of a State to look after such matters. So, 
when Sikkim basks in recognition as a clean state, as 
it rightly should, it should also sit back, evaluate and 
rededicate itself to addressing its waste management 
problem. Yes, Sikkim might be the cleanest state in 
the country, but that does not mean that it does not 
have a garbage disposal/ waste management chal-
lenge. It does. And if it lets the cleanest state of India 
trophy go to its head and convince it that it is also 
managing its waste well, it will do so to its own peril. 

For those who would still insist that Sikkim is 
doing everything right when it comes to waste 
management, this is how the term is defined: 
“Waste management is all the activities and ac-
tions required to manage waste from its inception 
to its final disposal. This includes amongst other 
things, collection, transport, treatment and dis-
posal of waste together with monitoring and reg-
ulation. It also encompasses the legal and regula-
tory framework that relates to waste management 
encompassing guidance on recycling etc.” Measure 
Sikkim against this definition and it quickly dawns 
that while collection and transport and legal and 
regulatory frameworks are in place, there is only an 
apology of an effort towards treatment and dispos-
al and nothing by way of addressing the problem 
from inception itself. Segregation of waste remains 
unheard of and beyond the urban demarcations, ev-
erything falls apart. So, while Gangtok can be count-
ed among the cleaner towns of the country, residents 
will accept that garbage disposal has become a vexed 
problem for most localities with problems including 
erratic collection of garbage, incorrect means of dis-
posing household waste [even when deposited to the 
collection trucks], inefficient garbage recycling prac-
tices, and the lack of awareness about waste man-
agement efforts. And then there is the landfill embar-
rassment of around 40 tonnes of garbage deposited 
untreated to the landfill at 32 No., Majhitar, along 
NH10. That is an issue which needs to be resolved 
and  now that Sikkim’s credibility in the concerned 
circles when it comes to swachhata has been es-
tablished, it should leverage it to rope in experts 
and funds to work out a more durable waste man-
agement solution for the State. 

What also needs closer attention is the garbage 
situation in rural Sikkim. Even after the expansion 
of urban sprawls, 75% of Sikkim still resides in rural 
Sikkim. But these rural-urban divisions are pointless 
nowadays at least in as much as the nature of waste 
generated is concerned. Rural Sikkim lives more or 
less the same lifestyle as families in urban areas, fol-
lowing similar patterns of consumption, and hence 
generating similar waste. They should thus be pro-
vided a matching organizational and infrastructural 
arrangement to manage their waste. The traditional 
modes of disposal in villages will not suffice for the 
non-biodegradable and excessive nature of mod-
ern-day waste. Most village homes used to have a pit 
in the backyards to dispose their kitchen and house-
hold waste. When this waste was organic in nature, 
the ‘pit’ approach worked well, but kids no longer 
buy loose balls of ‘Anda’ mithai anymore and their 
sweets come in plastic wrappers and guests at social 
gatherings are no longer served in plates stitched 
from ‘malatho’ or banana leaves and water comes in 
plastic bottles too. The traditional waste management 
system, which focused only on household level disposal 
and had no need for segregation, collection and orga-
nized disposal, just won’t do anymore. The rural areas 
generate the same waste as urban zones hence it is nec-
essary that they are extended the same systems of col-
lection and disposal. This requirement becomes even more 
urgent as more areas start hosting tourists and village tourism 
becomes the new mantra for development here.

Sikkim is definitely doing all things right when it 
comes to waste management, but as the latest recog-
nition attests, it is doing several things right. Now, 
it needs to do even better.

The amazing baby brain says ‘pas 
de problème’ with bilingualism

AdRIel JOhn ORenA & lIndA POlKA
theconversation.com

People often say that babies are like little spong-
es — with their ability to soak up language 

quickly and easily.
Yet much of the early research on language ac-

quisition has focused on young infants learning 
only one language. This research was guided by an 
implicit assumption that learning one language is 
the usual and optimal way to learn to talk.

This idea was so strong that many questioned 
whether exposing babies to more than one lan-
guage might be more than babies — as so-called 
“language sponges” — could absorb. Some even 
raised concerns that multi-language exposure 
might confuse babies and hinder their speech and 
language development.

Research in recent years paints a different pic-
ture. Language researchers now recognize that 
more and more babies are growing up in families 
with two or more languages. According to Statistics 
Canada, in 2016, 19.4 per cent of Canadians report-
ed speaking more than one language at home, an 
increase from 17.5 per cent in 2011.

Research also directly challenges the assump-
tion that single language exposure is required to 
optimize early language acquisition.
At McGill University’s Infant Speech Perception 
Lab, we have been studying how babies begin to 
take their first steps in acquiring their native lan-
guage or languages.
FiRST lANguAge STepS

Long before babies can say their first words, 
they’re already taking many steps to learn about 
their language. Our research has studied one of 
these challenging first steps — the ability to track 
when one word begins and ends in speech, or what 
are heard as word forms. 

It’s challenging to track these word forms in 
speech as people rarely pause between words when 
they speak. As adults, we can locate word boundar-
ies in our native language effortlessly. However, we 
often fail altogether when we encounter an unfa-
miliar language.

Babies have to learn the same skill for their na-
tive language, as learning to isolate word forms is 
a critical skill in learning new words. The ability to 
distinguish word forms earlier in life predicts later 
vocabulary development.

So how do babies it? Luckily, languages are 
consistent in what makes a word, and with sufficient 
exposure, babies can find and use these rules to rec-
ognize word forms or units in their native language.
WoRD FoRMS iN DiFFeReNT lANguAgeS

Words are formed differently in different lan-
guages. Let’s consider English and French, Canada’s 
official languages.

English is a stress-timed language, which means 
that each syllable within a word is spoken with 

different stress or emphasis. For example, say a 
two-syllable word in English out loud. Chances are 
you produced the first syllable with more stress — 
that is, longer, louder and with a higher pitch. Most 
two-syllable words in English follow this pattern 
(for example, BA-by, HAP-py, BOT-tle).

Babies who are only exposed to English can de-
tect this rule — that stressed syllables more likely 
than not represent the start of a word — and they 
can use this rule to find words in conversation. 
However, babies who are only exposed to French 
fail to do so.

This is because French is a syllable-timed lan-
guage, where each syllable within a word has near-
ly equal stress. Syllables are given more stress only 

when they fall at the end of a phrase or a sentence 
(for example, donne-moi un ca-DEAU).

Nevertheless, since stress does not provide a 
consistent rule for distinguishing words in French 
speech, French listeners have to rely on other rules 
to find words in conversation.

Research has shown that French adults and ba-
bies track the co-occurrence of syllables in words. 
For example, they might track that the syllable “ca” 
is often followed by “deau,” so “cadeau” would like-
ly be a word.
BiliNguAl BABieS

The rules above are helpful for babies learning 
only one language, as they can focus on learning just 
the rules of their own language. For example, we 
know that babies learning just English or just French 
can make use of the rules above to track word forms 
in their native language by their first birthday. 

But, it seems that babies learning both English 
and French have to contend with conflicting rules. If 
they were to focus on stress cues, would a stressed 
syllable represent the beginning of the word, as it 
frequently happens in English? Or would it mean 
the end of the phrase or sentence, as in most cases 
in French?

To navigate this challenge, bilingual babies 
need to keep track of whether they are hearing En-

glish or French. But, is this too difficult or confusing 
for bilingual babies?

With these questions in mind, we recently con-
ducted an experiment in Montréal, a city where 
over half the population speak both French and 
English.

We tested bilingual babies in a task that as-
sessed how they recognize word forms, and we 
compared them to their monolingual peers. The 
experiment involved 84 babies, ranging from eight- 
to ten-months old. We tested babies learning only 
French, babies learning only English and bilingual 
babies learning both languages.

As we expected, the French-only and En-
glish-only babies could track word forms in their 

native language, but not in the other language. Im-
pressively, bilingual babies were on par with their 
monolingual peers in tracking word forms in both 
English and French at the same ages, even though 
the languages differ significantly. Further, bilingual 
babies who heard both languages spoken by the 
same parent appeared to do better at the task.

This is an impressive feat given that bilingual 
babies have to learn two different language sys-
tems in the same time period that monolinguals 
learn their single language. It is certainly a learning 
progression, but even young children can tell when 
they are hearing two languages.

These studies provide extra assurance that, giv-
en sufficient exposure, bilingual babies as language 
sponges can soak in their two languages. Recent 
studies suggest that this multi-language exposure 
alters the brain structure in ways that lead to more 
efficient cognitive processing. This may even be 
helpful for children with Autism Spectrum Disor-
der. Our research will continue to study how we 
talk to bilingual babies so that we can better sup-
port the language-learning process. 

[Adriel John Orena is Postdoctoral Researcher, 
Infant Studies Centre, University of British Columbia; 

Linda Polka is Professor, School of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders, McGill University]

Botswana recognizes LGBTQ rights, 
leading the way in southern Africa

MARC eppReChT
theconversation.com

Botswana is a small country by pop-
ulation, but a big one by its role in 

the history of multi-party democracy 
and human rights in southern Africa. 
Botswana, although it did not sac-
rifice as much as many of the other 
frontline states, just got bigger. Last 
month, its High Court determined 
that the law that criminalized “carnal 
knowledge of any person against the 
order of nature” was discriminatory 
and therefore unconstitutional.

Botswana now joins a select 
group of African countries that rec-
ognizes the rights and dignity of its 
sexual minorities.

This ruling is a tremendous vic-
tory for all LGBTQ people in Botswa-
na. The path is now open to liberate 
LGBTQ people from fear of arrest and 
harassment by the police, of shaming 
and outing by health-care profes-
sionals and of extortion by ex-lovers, 
among other presently common ex-
periences. 

It has the potential to liberate 
LGBTQ people psychologically from 
the stigma of being criminalized. That 
stigma often drove men who have sex 
with men (MSM) to hide their sexu-
ality behind a façade of heterosexual 
relationships. This ruling provides 
some hope for a safer and greater dig-
nity as the need to hide from the law 
is removed.

The ruling has significance far be-
yond Botswana’s borders.
BoTSWANA iS WiDelY ReSpeCTeD

Although human rights monitors 
in South Africa have reported failures 
by security forces to uphold rights of 
lesbians and transgender men, it was 

the first country in the world to en-
shrine freedom from discrimination 
on the basis of sexual orientation in its 
national constitution. It was also one of 
the first governments in the world to 
recognize full equality of marriage for 
sexual and gender minorities.

While Cape Town markets itself as 
“Africa’s gay capital,” South Africa has 
been cautious to avoid the accusation 
of exporting its approach to human 
rights. Some consider the South Af-
rican laws an idiosyncrasy linked to 
white settler colonialism.

But Botswana was never a colony. 
It was a protectorate in which core 
aspects of traditional authority and 
culture were preserved and almost 
no white settlement was allowed. 
Botswana, Angola, Mozambique 
and Zimbabwe are widely respected 
throughout Africa for their role in the 
liberation of South Africa from white 
supremacy.

The Botswana ruling may slightly 
embolden South African’s Minister of 
International Affairs. Now that South 
Africa is just one of four nations in the 
region to have decriminalized con-
senting homosexual acts, it may be-
come more forthright in speaking out 
against gross violations of the human 
rights of sexual and gender minori-
ties in other African countries.
uRBANiZeD AND pRogReSSiVe

The common assumption is that 
traditional culture in Botswana is in-
imical to gay rights. That assumption 
is mistaken.

Botswana is one of the most ur-
banized countries on the continent 
(more so than South Africa, and not 
much behind Switzerland). LEGA-
BIBO (Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals of 
Botswana, whose CEO testified as a 

friend of the court in this case), is one 
of the oldest sexual minority rights 
associations on the continent outside 
of South Africa.

While Sotho-Tswana remain 
strong and integral to national identi-
ty, traditional culture is actually more 
open than commonly assumed. The 
concept of batho (often translated 
as “African humanism”) is perhaps 
relevant to that understanding. How 
can you be a human being with digni-
ty and meaning if you do not respect 
your fellow humans — alive, yet-born 
and ancestral — as equally endowed 
with dignity and humanness, not-
withstanding their (and our own) 
many differences and flaws? The cur-
rent president appears to share the 
same view.

Former president Festus Mogae 
hinted at this cultural attribute a few 
years ago when he admitted that, as 
president, he quietly ordered the po-
lice not to enforce the-then law. Why 
enforce something that humiliates 
our family members and ourselves, 
especially when that law is a relic of a 
colonial, racist system?
JUdICIAl IndePendenCe

Botswana has a long and proud 
tradition of judicial independence 
and of the courts taking a stand 
against the misuse of power.

The current ruling is actually the 
culmination of an incremental pro-
cess of legal victories over the past 
decade, including winning the rights 
to non-discrimination in places of 
employment, change gender identity 
on official documents and form civil 
society associations. This process of 
respect for the rule of law is powerful 
testimony to the strength of Botswa-
na’s democratic institutions.

But democracy, of course, does 
not always favour progressive change. 
Botswana’s Attorney General has al-
ready filed an appeal against the new 
ruling. Although, without providing a 
strong rationale and running counter 
to the President’s earlier sympathetic 
statements toward sexual minorities, 
it is difficult to see the appeal as much 
more than a performance of rectitude. 

Several African countries have 
used appeals to democracy to cement 
majoritarian cultural preference into 
their constitutions precisely to block 
sexual minority rights. This was the 
main argument in the Kenya case, 
where decriminalization of sodomy 
theoretically opened the door to a 
challenge on the constitutional defi-
nition of marriage as heterosexual.

In Botswana, a public health crisis 
clarified that democracy means more 
than majority preference. Botswana 
has one of the highest rates of HIV/
AIDS prevalence in the world, roughly 
100 times that of Canada’s. Botswana 
was among the first governments on 
the continent to recognize the imper-
ative of a holistic, science-based ap-
proach to fighting the pandemic.

Since men who have sex with men 
(MSM) and trans people have dispro-
portionately high rates of HIV , it only 
makes sense to help that “key popu-
lation” protect itself (and hence the 
non-key majority, who can now be 
equipped with honest sexuality edu-
cation). Rationally, and compassion-
ately, who can oppose this logic on 
the most basic public health grounds?

Bravo, Botswana, for saying so 
loudly and clearly that they cannot.

[the writer is Professor of 
Global Development Studies, 
Queen’s University, Ontario]
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Cafe Coffee Day founder goes missing
Mangaluru/Bengaluru/
new delhi, Jul 30 (PTI): 
India’s biggest coffee 
chain founder V G Sid-
dhartha was reported 
missing mysteriously 
since Monday night en 
route to the coastal Man-
galuru city in Karnataka, 
with an alleged letter by 
him showing he was un-
der “tremendous pres-
sure” from lenders.

Teams of National Di-
saster Response Force, 
Coast Guard, Home 
Guard, fire services and 
coastal police scoured 
the waters under a 
bridge across the swollen 
Nethravathi river, where 
60-year old Siddhartha 
was reportedly last seen, 
to trace the coffee tycoon.

Cafe Coffee Day (CCD) 
chain owner Siddhartha, 
also the son-in-law of 
former Karnataka chief 
minister and BJP leader S 
M Krishna, was last seen 
near the bridge in the 
Kotepura area in Dak-
shina Kannada district 
on Monday night, police 
said. Local fisherman, 
along with their boats, 
have also joined in the 
frantic search operations.

Siddhartha had left 
from Bengaluru to Sakle-
shpur in Hassan district 
in a car on Monday after-
noon, but on the way had 
asked his driver to go 
towards Mangaluru, the 
police said. On reaching 
the bridge, he alighted 
from the car and told his 
driver that he was going 
for a walk.

“He (Siddhartha) 
asked the driver to wait 
till his arrival. When he 
did not return even af-
ter two hours, the driver 
approached the police 
and lodged a missing 
complaint,” Deputy Com-
missioner of Dakshina 
Kannada district Senthil 
Sasikant Senthil told PTI.

“The help of local 
fishermen is being tak-
en in the search. We are 
checking who he spoke 
to over phone,” Mangal-
uru Police Commissioner 
Sandeep Patil said.

“Air Cushion Vehicle 
(H-198) is undertaking 
search in Nethravathi 
River and providing sup-

port to CG diving teams.
Three diving teams, 

along with the district 
disaster relief team, 
has been deputed to 
carry out search for 
the missing person,” 
the Coast Guard said in 
a statement.

Police said they are 
also questioning the car 
driver.

Senior Congress lead-
er D K Shivakumar said 
he found the disappear-
ance of Siddhartha “ut-
terly fishy” and sought an 
investigation into it.

He said the letter 
purportedly written by 
Siddhartha, “which is 
circulating”, is dated July 
27 (Saturday) and he 
received a call from him 
on Sunday asking if they 
could meet.

“It’s unbelievable that 
a courageous man like 
him would resort to this,” 
Shivakumar tweeted.

He said he has known 
closely Siddhartha and 
his family members for 
decades.

“However, I find this 
(the disappearance) ut-
terly fishy and urge that 
a thorough investigation 
be conducted into this 
matter,” he said.

In a letter purported-
ly written by him to the 
Board of Directors and 
employees of Coffee Day 
Enterprises, he founded, 
whose authenticity could 
not be independently 
verified, Siddhartha said, 
“I have failed as an entre-
preneur.”

“...I have failed to cre-
ate the right profitable 
business model despite 

my best efforts,” Siddhar-
tha, who built the coffee 
empire over the last 37 
years, said.

“I would like to say I 
gave it my all. I am very 
sorry to let down all the 
people that have put 
their trust in me,” he said.

Siddhartha said he 
fought for a long time 
but “today I gave up as I 
could not take any more 
pressure from one of the 
private equity partners 
forcing me to buy back 
shares, a transaction I 
had partially completed 
six months ago by bor-
rowing a large sum of 
money from a friend”.

“Tremendous pres-
sure from other lenders 
lead to me succumbing 
to the situation,” he said.

In the letter, Siddhar-
tha also complained of “a 
lot of harassment from 
the previous DG Income 
Tax in the form of attach-
ing “our shares on two 
separate occasions to 
block our Mindtree deal 
and then taking position 
of our Coffee Day shares, 
although revised returns 
have been filed by us”.

However, the IT de-
partment in Bengaluru 
referred to the note said 
to be written by Siddhar-
ha mentioning about the 
attachment of Coffee Day 
shares by it and said “the 
authenticity of the note is 
not known and the signa-
ture does not tally with 
the signature as available 
in his annual reports.”

The department 
sources in New Delhi de-
nied charges of harass-
ment during their probe 

against Siddhartha.
The sources said the 

provisional attachment 
of shares was made by 
the IT department to 
protect the “interests of 
revenue” in cases of large 
tax evasion and the ac-
tion was based on “credi-
ble evidence” gathered in 
the search or raid action 
undertaken against the 
Bengaluru-based group 
in 2017.

“The department has 
acted as per provisions of 
the Income Tax Act,” one 
of the sources told PTI.

The sources said 
Siddhartha fetched Rs 
3,200 crore from the 
sale of Mindtree shares, 
but has paid only Rs 46 
crore out of the total Rs 
300 crore minimum al-
ternate tax (MAT) pay-
able on the deal.

Siddhartha had sold 
his 20 per cent equity 
stake in consultancy 
firm Mindtree to engi-
neering and construc-
tion company Larsen & 
Toubro Ltd in a block 
deal for about Rs.

3,200 crore in March 
this year.

He launched the first 
Cafe Coffee Day outlet in 
Bengaluru in 1996 when 
the city was on the cusp 
of transforming into an 
IT hub and the chain 
currently has over 1,700 
outlets across India and 
abroad.

Shares of Coffee Day 
Enterprises Ltd crashed 
20 per cent after news 
surfaced that Siddhartha 
has gone missing.

The scrip hit its low-
er circuit limit as well 

as its 52-week low of Rs 
154.05 on the Bombay 
Stock Exchange.

In a filing to the BSE 
on Tuesday morning, the 
company said Siddhar-
tha, Chairman and Man-
aging Director of Coffee 
Day Enterprises Limited, 
was not reachable since 
Monday evening.

“We are taking the 
help of concerned au-
thorities... Company is 
professionally managed 
and led by competent 
leadership team, which 
will ensure continuity 
of business,” the filing 
added.

Coffee Day Enter-
prises said it is assess-
ing the situation after 
Siddhartha went miss-
ing and formulating ap-
propriate steps to en-
sure business operations 
are unaffected.

The company’s board 
held an emergency meet-
ing following disappear-
ance of Siddhartha and 
also reviewed the letter 
purportedly signed by 
him and shared copies 
with relevant authorities.

It has also “sought the 
assistance of local and 
state authorities, who 
are doing their utmost, 
and relevant officers of 
the company are coop-
erating with the author-
ities as requested”, the 
company said in another 
regulatory filing after the 
board meeting.

In Bengaluru, Chief 
Minister B S Yediyurap-
pa, former Chief Minister 
H D Kumaraswamy, for-
mer Prime Minister H D 
Deve Gowda and several 
leaders visited Krishna’s 
Bengaluru residence af-
ter reports of Siddhar-
tha’s missing.

In Mumbai, global 
buyout major KKR said 
it is “deeply saddened” 
by the disappearance 
of Siddharth and it had 
invested in the popular 
coffee chain nine years 
ago and part-exited the 
investment last year.

The fund statement 
added it continues to 
hold about 6 per cent 
stake in the company 
now down from 10.3 per-
cent earlier.

CBSE to not allow subject change 
in classes 10, 12 on account of 

students making own arrangements

new delhi, Jul 30 
(PTI): The Central Board 
of Secondary Education 
has asked schools affili-
ated to it to not entertain 
any request for subject 
change in classes 10 and 
12 on account of par-
ents or students making 
their own arrangements 
to study. The board has 
framed Standard Op-
erating Procedures for 
schools to deal with 
the requests for subject 
change in classes 10 and 
12. According to CBSE, 
classes 10 and 12 are a 
two-year course. Schools 
are expected to counsel 
students into opting sub-
jects in classes 9 and 11 
which they would like to 
continue in the next class 
and are available in the 
school.

“Several students 
want to change subjects 
when they move to class 
10 and 12 on various 
grounds. As per revised 
norms, any request for 

change of subjects will 
be accepted provided 
such a request has been 
made before July 15 of 
the academic session. In 
order to streamline the 
process, the board has 
framed SOPs for the pur-
pose,” a senior board of-
ficial said. “In no manner, 
any request to change the 
subjects that parents will 
make their own arrange-
ment of study will be 
accepted by CBSE. Now, 
almost all the subjects 
have internal assessment 
and schools need to pro-
vide the performance 
in internal assessment 
of students,” the official 
added.

According to the 
SOPs, a student or parent 
is supposed to submit an 
official request to school 
along with documents 
supporting the reason 
behind the move.

“The schools need to 
analyse whether the re-
quest for subject change 

is genuine and what was 
the performance of the 
student in classes 9 and 
11 and whether the child 
is unable to cope up.

“The schools also 
need to consider wheth-
er the new subject re-
quested is available in 
school, selected com-
bination of subjects is 
valid as per the scheme 
of studies and the school 
has affiliation in respect 
of that subject from affil-
iation unit or from skill 
education unit in case of 
skill subjects,” the official 
said. Schools have been di-
rected to compile all such 
requests and send to re-
gional offices of CBSE.

“Schools also need to 
ensure they are not devi-
ating from the directions. 
If in any case it is found 
that instructions have 
not been followed, 
CBSE will reject the re-
quest for which school 
will be responsible,” 
the official said.

Consider diversity of NE 
before finalising NEP: NESO

Crab catcher dragged away 
by tiger in Sundarbans

IndiGo to fly to hanoi 
from KolkataAgartala, Jul 30 (PTI): 

The North East Students’ 
Organisation (NESO), a 
confederation of eight 
student bodies of the re-
gion on Tuesday urged 
the Centre to consider 
the diversity of the re-
gion before finalising the 
National Education Poli-
cy (NEP).

In a statement NESO 
demanded that region-
al languages be accord-
ed due importance by 
including them in the 
eighth schedule.

“No language should 
be made compulsory. 
But, Centre is trying to 
surreptitiously thrust 
Hindi as the sole lan-
guage of the country 
through the draft NEP, 
which will never be ac-
cepted,” it said.

NESO executive mem-
ber Sunil Debbarma said 
that the medium of in-
struction in the schools 
should be in the regional 
languages.

The draft NEP was 
revised in June following 
protests in various parts 
of the country fearing 
imposition of Hindi on 
non-Hindi states through 
the education policy.

“The Centre’s inten-
tion of imposing Hindi 

is clear in the draft NEP. 
Though revised in June, 
we still have apprehen-
sions that there may be 
attempts to impose the 
language in North East,” 
he said.

NESO said the NEP 
should not be imple-
mented in haste and 
states should be allowed 
to prepare the roadmaps 
for the different sec-
tors after consulting the 
stakeholders and work-
ing out the required fi-
nances.

“NEP’s emphasis on 
the need to have central-
ly- constituted bodies to 
frame rules and policies 
and asking the states to 
only implement them 
threatens the federal 
structure of the nation,” 
it said.

NESO said that the 
education policy should 
take into account the 
diverse socio-economic 
conditions in rural areas.

It said that the time 
allotted to the stakehold-
ers to offer their views 
on the draft NEP is lim-
ited and at least six more 
months should be giv-
en to deliberate on the 
workability of NEP after 
translating it into all the 
scheduled languages. 

Kolkata, Jul 30 (PTI): IndiGo is set to 
launch daily direct flights between Kol-
kata and Hanoi from October 3, making 
the Vietnam capital the fifth Southeast 
Asian destination in the airline’s net-
work, the low-cost carrier announced 
on Tuesday.

The flight to Hanoi (6E 1398) will 
take off from Kolkata at 12.40 pm and 
the return flight (6E 1399) will reach 
the city at 5.55 pm, it said.

William Boulter, the chief commer-
cial officer of IndiGo, said, “It is truly a 
very special moment for all of us at In-
diGo as Kolkata will be connected with 
Hanoi on its network for the first time.

“This milestone reflects our relent-
less focus and commitment towards 
strengthening our network between 
eastern corridors of India and the 
Southeast Asia region, in tune with the 
government’s ‘Act East’ vision.”

The bookings have opened with im-
mediate effect, with one-way fare start-
ing from Rs 9,999. “We foresee a rising 

demand for Hanoi, which is famous 
for its historic architecture and a rich 
blend of Southeast Asian and French 
culture. Additionally, we are also ex-
pecting a high demand for the Buddhist 
circuit as Vietnam has a large Buddhist 
community,” Boulter added.

IndiGo had last week announced 
that it will introduce daily non-stop 
flights connecting Kolkata with Yangon 
from September 20.

The budget carrier will also operate 
flights on the Kolkata-Hongkong route 
from mid-August.

Kaushik Bhattacharjee, the director 
of the Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose In-
ternational Airport in the city, said Indi-
Go will be the first airline to operate di-
rect flights between Kolkata and Hanoi.

“The city did not have flight services 
to Vietnam till date. As far as Kolkata 
airport is concerned, it is good that 
the airline is starting daily services 
between Kolkata and Southeast Asian 
countries,” he added.

Canning, Jul 30 (PTI): 
A crab catcher has been 
dragged away by a tiger 
in West Bengal’s Sundar-
bans, a forest official said 
on Tuesday.

The incident occurred 
at South 24 Parganas’ Go-
saba on International Ti-
gers’ Day on Monday.

“A tiger dragged away 
48-year-old Arjun Mon-
dal by the neck, while 
he was catching crabs in 
a creek near Sadakkha-
li forest with two other 
friends of Rajatjubuli vil-
lage,” the official said.

He said that the vic-
tim’s friends -- Dhruba 
Mondal and Paritosh 
Mridha -- went after 
the tiger but could not 

rescue him.
“They returned and 

informed Arjun Mondal’s 
family and the Sajnekhali 
Range Office, who then 
launched a search for the 
crab catcher but he is yet 
to be traced.” he said.

This is the third inci-
dent of tiger attack on 
humans in the Sund-

arbans this month, the 
official said.

According to the All 
India Tiger Estimation 
Report 2018 released 
by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Monday, 
the tiger population in 
the country has grown 
from 1,400 in 2014 to 
2,977 in 2019.  
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Indian football progressed well in past 10 
years but still lot of catch-up to do: Chhetri

PhIleM dIPAK SInGh
new delhi, July 30 
(PTI): Indian football 
superstar Sunil Chhet-
ri feels the country has 
made progress in the past 
10 years but still remains 
far behind other Asian 
powers in fields such as 
grassroot development 
and talent scouting.

Chhetri said the 
country still needs to do 
a lot of work to narrow 
the gap with the Asian 
powers and reach the top 
10 in the continent.

“Not only the grass-
root but also the overall 
development of Indian 
football has been good. 
The hard part is reach-
ing the top 10 in Asia is 
still far. No matter how 
fast we improve, the im-

provement seems small 
as compared to other 
Asian powers. Where we 
want to reach is still far 
but we are heading in the 
right direction,” the Indi-
an football team captain 
told PTI.

“We are not good 
enough in identifying tal-
ent, infrastructure, mak-
ing sure that young play-
ers get nourished food 
etc. We are not there yet. 
We are far better than we 
were in the last 10 years 
but the road is still very 
far. it is not the time of 
congratulating ourselves 
and being satisfied. We 
have to keep working 
hard,” he added.

Asked about talent, 
he said, “It is better now 
but it is not great. Iden-

tification of talent is the 
first criteria of scouting 
and you have to identify 
talent at the right time.

“When a kid is 11 and 
when he is 14, there is a 
hell lot of a difference. 
Catching him when he is 
at 11 and putting him in 
a programme is going to 
be different from when 
he is 14. That is where 
we lacked. We have 1.3 
billion people and it is 
impossible we don’t 
have talent. We have to 
improve as a country (in 
this aspect).”

Youth development 
is headed in the right 
direction, he said, and to 
support his point, Chhe-
tri gave the example of 
youngsters like Indian 
U-17 World Cup team 

captain Amarjit Singh 
and Narinder Gahlot 
breaking into the senior 
national team.

“Young players like 
Amarjit Singh and Naren-
dra Gahlot coming in the 
senior team, this gives us 
hope. It is not everyday 
that two young kids from 
U-17 break into the se-
nior team. It is a promis-
ing thing and I just think 
things like these should 
happen for Indian foot-
ball to progress further,” 
said Chhetri who recent-
ly visited the Hindustan 
Zinc-run Zinc Football 
Academy in Udaipur.

Still going strong at 
34, Chhetri said he would 
like to be remembered as 
a footballer who gave his 
best for the country.

“(Would want to be 
remembered as) Some-
body who tried his 
best. I have a life which 
is so blessed and I 
have achieved much 
more than what I have 
dreamt of. When I have 
achieved this much, my 
moral responsibility 
is to do my best,” said 
Chhetri who has played 
111 matches for India 
and scored 71 goals.

“When I go to the 
pitch, eat, sleep and 
think, I stay positive to 
give my best. That is the 
least I can do. I have to 
honest to my sport and 
give my best. So, whenev-
er I am done, in 6 years, 
eight years or 10 years 
down the line whenever, 
I hope I am remembered 

by people as somebody 
who gave his best.” Ch-
hetri said he is liking 
the playing style of new 
head coach Igor Stimach, 
a member of the 1998 
World Cup third-place 
finishing Croatian side.

“It is a different style 
of play and you have 
seen in the last tourna-
ment (Intercontinental 
Cup). The way we build 
up is different, he wants 
to build up from behind 
with lots of passes. I like 
this kind of game because 
my club plays like this 
and the Spanish players 
play like this,” said the 
striker who is currently 
the second highest goal 
scorer among active 
players behind only to 
Cristiano Ronaldo.

“His (Stimach’s) phi-
losophy and what he 
wants is quite clear. He 
is knowledgeable and 
the boys love him and we 
all have to rally behind 
him. Sahal, Udanta and 
Anirudh are flourishing 
under him.”

Talking about the 
Intercontinental Cup 
where India lost two and 
drawn one match, he 
said, “We did not do well 
because a lot of players 
were injured and also we 
are doing a lot of things.”

Chhetri described 
India’s group in the up-
coming 2022 World Cup 
qualifiers as “interesting” 
and said the team will 
have to give its best.

“It is an interesting 
group, I am looking for-
ward to it. I just hope 
we get some training 
matches before the 
tournament starts. We 
are getting two tough 
matches first, Oman at 
home and Qatar away. 
All the boys will have to 
come injury free and we 
will give a good fight.”

Administrative blunder costs 
India chance to compete 
in World Squash C’ship

Kenya makes strides on 
doping, but hurdles remain

let’s not talk about 
boycott but dropping 
shooting from CWg 
also unfair: Sakshi

nairobi, July 30 (AFP): Kenya 
suffered international embarrass-
ment in 2016 when a string of 
doping scandals brought the coun-
try famed for its distance runners 
within a whisker of disqualifica-
tion from the Rio Olympics.

“It was a time when Kenya 
faced an enormous challenge in 
terms of the very integrity of our 
sports,” said Japhter Rugut, who 
heads the Anti-Doping Agency of 
Kenya (ADAK), established in the 
wake of the scandal.

Kenya scraped through to Rio. 
But while its sporting authorities 
promised to clean up their act, 
Kenyan athletes have proved hard-
er to convince. A year after the 
scare, Jemima Sumgong -- who in 
Rio won Kenya’s first-ever Olympic 
gold in the women’s marathon -- 
tested positive for the banned sub-
stance erythropoietin (EPO) and 
was suspended. In 2018, three-
time world champion and Olympic 
1,500 metre winner, Asbel Kiprop, 
tested positive for EPO and was 
also banned.

Between 2004 and August 
2018, 138 Kenyan athletes tested 
positive for performance-enhanc-
ing drugs, according to a World 
Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) re-
port published in September 2018.

The report concluded that 
nandrolone, an anabolic steroid, 
corticosteroids and EPO were the 
substances most used by local 
athletes. However it found there 
was “no evidence of an institution-
alised system” of doping in Kenya.

Thirty-six Kenyan runners are 
currently suspended, according to 
the Athletics Integrity Unit.

- BUIldInG AWAReneSS -
Nevertheless, efforts to clean 

up the sport are beginning to bear 
fruit. Since its inception, the num-
ber of anti-doping tests conducted 
by ADAK has mushroomed more 
than 10-fold, from about 100 in 
2016 to 1,150 in 2018.

It has created biological pass-
ports for about 40 elite athletes 
to track their data over time, a 
development made possible by 
the opening of a WADA-approved 
blood testing laboratory in Nairo-
bi in 2018. ADAK, under its slogan 
“Stay Clean, Win Right”, has also 
launched a nation-wide aware-
ness-raising program aimed at 
athletes, coaches and medical staff.

In line with International As-
sociation of Athletics Federation 
(IAAF) guidelines, Kenyan athletes 
selected for the 2019 World Cham-
pionships starting in Doha in Sep-
tember will be subject to a mini-
mum of four blood and urine tests.

“Qualification will be done on 
time and testing,” says Jackson Tu-
wei, president of the Kenyan Ath-
letics Federation. “We have made 
this very clear to all our athletes 
that those who want to go to worlds, 
must also qualify by being tested.” 
But beyond the elite level, tackling 
doping remains a monumental chal-
lenge. There are 4,000 top-level ath-
letes registered with the athletics 
federation -- four times more than 
in France for example -- stretching 
oversight resources.

These athletes see running -- 
and winning -- as the only way out 
of a life of poverty, and go unde-
tected by the checks and controls 
as Kenya focuses on its elite ath-

letes. “There are easily more than 
500 top marathon runners... so it 
is difficult for the federation, given 
its limited resources, to monitor 
and control each athlete,” says spe-
cialist journalist Elias Makori.

“Every weekend, there are doz-
ens of Kenyans winning marathons 
all over the world.”
- ‘A CUlTURe OF hOneSTy’ -

“In East Africa, unlike any-
where else in the world, hundreds 
and hundreds of professional ath-
letes make a very good living from 
road running,” says Brett Clothier, 
director of the Athletics Integrity 
Unit (AIU), a watchdog set up to 
police anti-doping in athletics.

“Many of these athletes (...) are 
never tested out of competition.

“Such athletes have the moti-
vation, opportunity and financial 
means to boost themselves, and 
therefore there is a high demand 
for doping products.”

For Brother Colm O’Connell, 
legendary coach of two-time 
Olympic 800m champion David 
Rudisha, the education of athletes 
is at the heart of combating the 
scourge.

“I also think we must instil in 
our young people, as they grow 
up through the ranks, becoming 
athletes, we must instil a culture 
of honesty, fair-play, that you can 
win without, you can win clean,” 
he said. Other significant hurdles 
remain.

No one is tracing doping sub-
stances stocked by pharmacies 
and hospitals. The regulation of 
athletics agents is lax. Allegations 
of corruption, too, have marred ef-
forts to clean up the sport. 

BhARAT ShARMA
new delhi, July 30 
(PTI): An administrative 
blunder by the Squash 
Rackets Federation of 
India (SRFI) has denied 
the national men’s team 
a chance to compete in 
the World Championship 
in Washington from De-
cember 15-21.

It is learnt that SRFI 
officials were not able to 
get the necessary clear-
ances in time from the 
Sports Authority of In-
dia (SAI) for the biennial 
event.

“The SRFI was not 
able to get a meeting 
with SAI and that is why 
the approval did not 
come and SRFI didn’t 
register the team. It is re-
ally sad that players have 
to bear the brunt of this,” 
a source told PTI.

Despite repeated 
attempts, the SRFI top 
brass was not available 
for a comment.

The players, both 
men and women, are 
already struggling for 
guidance with the SRFI 
not being able to ap-
point a foreign coach 
after Egyptian Achraf 
Karargui left on a bitter 
note ahead of the 2018 
Commonwealth Games, 

calling the Indian feder-
ation “unprofessional”.

India were not exact-
ly title contenders but 
have a competitive men’s 
team comprising world 
number 10 Saurav Gho-
sal, 48th-ranked Ramit 
Tandon and 55th-ranked 
Mahesh Mangaonkar.

Defending champi-
ons Egypt are favourites 
to lift the trophy as the 
United States gears up 
to host the event for the 
first time in its 52-year 
history. India too has 
hosted the prestigious 
once, back in 2007 in 
Chennai.

Hosts USA will be 
joined by 22 teams rep-
resenting Argentina, 
Australia, Canada, Co-
lombia, Egypt, England, 
France, Germany, Hong 
Kong China, Ireland, Ja-
maica, Kuwait, Malaysia, 
New Zealand, Nigeria, 
Republic of Korea, Scot-
land, Singapore, South 
Africa, Spain, Switzer-
land and Wales. The last 
edition was held in Mar-
seille, France in 2017.

Since the tourna-
ment’s inception in 1967 
in Australia, the men’s 
world team champion-
ship has been staged in 
12 countries. 

ChANDRABoli MiTRA
noida, July 30 (PTI): 
Olympic medal-winning 
wrestler Sakshi Malik 
does not endorse the 
Indian Olympic Associa-
tion’s call for a boycott of 
the 2022 Commonwealth 
Games but at the same 
time feels that dropping 
shooting from the event’s 
roster is “wrong on the 
athletes.”

The Indian Olympic 
Association last week 
proposed boycott of the 
2022 Birmingham CWG 
for dropping shooting 
from the roster, and 
sought the government’s 
approval.

“Let’s not say that 
we will boycott but I just 
hope that shooting is in-
cluded and all of us going 
to Birmingham,” Sakshi 
told PTI on the sidelines 
of the launch of Asics 
sportswear here.

At the same time, 
Sakshi backed the IOA’s 
aggressive push to get 
shooting on the Games’ 
roster.

“Whatever decision 
IOA is planning to take is 
right because whichever 
sport is taken out, it is 
wrong on those athletes. 
And our shooters bring a 
lot of medals and I see it 
as an entire Indian con-
tingent and even if one 
discipline is affected, it is 
unfair,” Sakshi said.

On to other issues 
and Sakshi slammed the 
Haryana government’s 
decision to “cut prize 
money” of the state’s ath-
letes who win medals in 
international events.

“It is wrong to cut 
the prize money. We are 
working hard for the last 
15-20 years and regu-
larly winning medals at 
international events, and 
it would be very demor-
alising if our prize money 
is cut,” she said.

Sakshi made it to the 
World Championship, to 
be held in Kazakhstan 
from September 14-22, 
after she emerged victo-
rious in the 62kg catego-
ry at the recent trials. She 
is now looking to book an 
Olympic berth with a po-
dium finish in Astana.

“I am aiming to book 
an Olympic berth with 
a medal at the World 
Championship. Top six 
wrestlers in each weight 
category qualify for the 
Olympics, but I am also 
eyeing a medal,” the Rio 
Olympics bronze-medal-
list said.

The 26-year-old said 
she was certainly aiming 
to change the colour of 
her medal at the 2020 
Tokyo Games but her 
first goal was to qualify 
for the Olympics.

“If you manage to 
qualify at the World 
Championship, it gives 
you almost a year’s time 
to prepare for the Olym-
pics and plans things well 
in advance. Although for 
the last Olympics, I qual-
ified in the final qualify-

ing event and still won a 
medal.

“In case, I do not 
qualify for the Olympics 
at the World Champion-
ship then I will prepare 
for the next qualification 
event,” Sakshi said.

Sakshi hardly had to 
break a sweat during the 
recent trials but she in-
sisted that there is a lot 
of potential among the 
younger lot.

“There are a lot of 
wrestlers coming up 
across all categories. I 
would say my experi-
ence helped me during 
the trials. Moreover, it 
takes time for the young-
sters to make a place. But 
there is certainly a lot of 
potential.”

Ahead of the World 
Championship, Indian 
wrestlers would be com-
peting in Bulgaria from 
August 7.

“I need to work more 
on my technique for 
the Worlds and not that 
much on power. Fitness 
is a continuous process.

“Mentally also you 
have to be very strong. 
No matter how physical-
ly strong you are, until 
your mind works proper-
ly, it is not possible to do 
well in any sports. And 
since it is a contact sport, 
it becomes even more 
important to be mentally 
alert.” On learning differ-
ent techniques from In-
dian and foreign coach-
es, Sakshi said: “We are 
learning a lot from the 
foreign coach (Andrew 
Cook). But even our In-
dian coaches are as good. 
Foreign coaches follow 
different techniques. But 
when you combine both, 
you get a lot of variations, 
which ultimately are very 
helpful.” Sakshi had won 
her Olympic bronze in 
the 58kg category at Rio 
de Janeiro but now she 
has moved up to 62kg 
weight division.

Asked if this catego-
ry would pose a tougher 
challenge, she explained: 
“It is not such a big issue. 
The world body changes 
rules every four years.

“There is also a 
change in weigh-ins. Ear-
lier, the weight-ins used 
to happen a day before 
but now they happen on 
the same day, which is a 
little tough. But as far as 
the competition in 62kg 
is concerned, there is not 
much difference. There 
are more or less same 
wrestlers.”

She conceded that the 
competition at the World 
Championship is going 
to be very tough with all 
countries participating.

“I do not want to rate 
my chances because 
in our sport things can 
change in matter of sec-
onds. It is very difficult 
to maintain high intensi-
ty for six minutes. Even 
if you lose concentra-
tion for a few seconds, 
you can lose points,” she 
signed off.
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Boris Johnson tries to reassure 
on Brexit as pound slumps

london, Jul 30 (AP): Brit-
ish Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson was visiting 
Wales on Tuesday as part 
of a national tour intend-
ed to reassure Britons 
that his hard-Brexit push 
won’t hurt the economy 
and rip apart the UK.

He faces a tough re-
ception from farmers 
a group central to the 
Welsh economy who fear 
economic havoc if Brit-
ain leaves the European 
Union without a divorce 
deal. They say millions 
of sheep might have to be 
slaughtered if tariffs are 
slapped on lamb exports 
to the EU.

Johnson’s office ar-
gues that leaving the 
28-nation bloc and its 
rules-bound Common 
Agricultural Policy will 
be “a historic opportu-
nity to introduce new 
schemes to support 
farming” and will open 
up new markets for UK 
agricultural exports.

The trip follows a 
visit Monday to Scot-
land, where Johnson was 
booed by protesters and 
warned by First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon that his 
vow to take Britain out 
of the EU on October 31, 
with or without a deal, 
was “dangerous.” 

Johnson, who took of-

fice last week, also plans 
to visit Northern Ireland, 
the only part of the UK to 
share a land border with 
the EU. The status of that 
currently invisible fron-
tier with the Republic of 
Ireland has become the 
main stumbling block to 
a Brexit deal.

The pound has fallen 
sharply in recent days as 
businesses warn that no 
amount of preparation 
can eliminate the eco-
nomic damage if Britain 
crashes out of the 28-na-
tion trading bloc without 
agreement on the terms. 

The currency fell early 
Tuesday to USD 1.2120, 
its lowest since March 
2017.

Johnson became 
prime minister last week 
after winning a Conser-
vative Party leadership 
contest by promising the 
strongly pro-Brexit party 
membership that the UK 
will leave the EU on the 
scheduled date of Octo-
ber 31, with or without a 
divorce deal.

The EU struck a with-
drawal agreement with 
Johnson’s predecessor, 
Theresa May, but it was 

rejected three times by 
Britain’s Parliament. 
Johnson is insisting the 
bloc make major chang-
es to May’s spurned deal, 
including scrapping an 
insurance policy for the 
Irish border that has 
been rejected by UK law-
makers. The EU insists 
it won’t reopen the 585-
page withdrawal agree-
ment it spent two years 
negotiating with May’s 
government.

Johnson’s govern-
ment has been accused of 
sending mixed messages 
on Brexit that have un-

settled markets.
Michael Gove, who 

heads a new Brexit de-
livery committee in Cab-
inet, has said the govern-
ment is “operating on the 
assumption” that the UK 
will leave without a deal.

But Johnson who just 
weeks ago put the odds 
of leaving without a di-
vorce agreement at a mil-
lion to one said Monday 
he was “very confident” 
of getting a new deal.

There are current-
ly no new negotiations 
planned between Britain 
and the bloc. 

China says ‘most’ inmates 
in Xinjiang camps are out

Pak Army 
plane crashes 
in Rawalpindi, 
kills 17 people, 
including 
two pilots
By SAJJAd hUSSAIn
Islamabad, Jul 30 
(PTI): At least 17 people, 
including two pilots and 
three military personnel, 
were killed and 12 others 
injured when a Pakistan 
Army aviation aircraft on 
a routine training flight 
crashed in a residential 
area in the garrison city 
of Rawalpindi early on 
Tuesday.

The plane crashed 
in the suburbs of Mora 
Kalu village, killing 12 
civilians and five crew 
members and destroying 
five to six houses, the Pa-
kistan Army said.

It said that all five 
crew members, including 
two pilots, were killed 
and 12 others were in-
jured in the accident.

District commission-
er Rawalpindi Ali Rand-
hawa told the media that 
the incident occurred 
between 2:30 to 2:40 am 
when a small military 
plane which was on a 
training mission crashed 
in Rawalpindi.

The dead and injured 
were shifted to various 
hospitals of Rawalpindi, 
where paramedics said 
most of the victims were 
badly burnt. Radio Paki-
stan also reported that 
17 people were killed in 
the accident. The cause 
of the crash is yet to be 
ascertained and the res-
cue operation was com-
pleted by the morning, 
the authorities said.

The village where the 
plane crashed is located 
close to the posh area of 
Bahria Town. Soon after 
the crash, a massive fire 
broke out that engulfed 
several houses in the lo-
cality.

Some of the locals 
have also uploaded pic-
tures of the burning 
houses on social media. 

Top diplomats gather in Bangkok 
for key Asia-Pacific talks

Trump nominee sparks worries 
of intelligence politicization

Beijing, Jul 30 (AFP): 
Chinese officials on Tues-
day said “most” individu-
als held in re-education 
camps in its northwest 
Xinjiang region have left 
the centres and found 
jobs - though they did not 
provide any figures.

In Xinjiang, experts 
and human rights groups 
say more than one mil-
lion Uighurs and other 
mostly Muslim minori-
ties are held in a net-
work of camps where 
they endure political 
indoctrination.

But Alken Tuniaz, 
vice chairman of Xin-
jiang, told reporters at 
a press briefing that 
“most personnel who 
have received education-
al training have already 
returned to society and 
have returned home.” 
“Right now, most have 
already completed their 
studies and obtained em-
ployment,” he said.

After initially denying 
their existence, Beijing 
has gone on a public rela-
tions blitz to defend what 
it calls “vocational educa-
tion centres” as a neces-
sary measure to counter 
religious extremism and 
boost employment.

At a press confer-
ence in Beijing, officials 
from Xinjiang called the 
centres “effective.” “After 
these past one to two 
years of effort, most of 
the people at the train-
ing centres who return 
to society -- you could 
say more than 90 per-
cent -- have found work 
that they like and find 
suitable,” Shohrat Zakir, 
chairman of Xinjiang, 
told reporters. He also 

said the centres aim to 
teach inmates three top-
ics: Chinese law, Manda-
rin, and “the true mean-
ing of religion.” 

“We let them know... 
how to carry out normal 
religious activities, under 
the protection of the law,” 
he said.

But former inmates 
have said following Is-
lamic traditions, such as 
wearing long beards and 
face veils, was the reason 
they were incarcerated 
in the first place.

A Kazakh business-
man, who spent nearly 
two months in a camp, 
told AFP the facilities 
only had one goal: to 
strip detainees of their 
religious belief.

Inmates were forced 
to sing patriotic songs 
every morning and eat 
pork, a violation of Is-
lam’s religious restric-
tions, he said.

Re-education camp 
detainees have also re-
portedly been used as 
forced labour at Chinese 
factories.

In December, an ar-
ticle in the New York 
Times showed that a 
United States sportswear 
company had received 
a container of T-shirts 
from Hetian Taida, a com-
pany in Xinjiang shown 
on state television to 
have been using workers 
from re-education camps 
holding Muslim minori-
ties. Badger Sportswear 
has since said it would 
stop sourcing clothing 
from Hetian Taida in Xin-
jiang.

“Uighurs are being 
marginalised, and their 
culture and identity is 

being eliminated,” said 
Dilxat Raxit, spokes-
man at the exiled World 
Uyghur Congress, in a 
statement.

“Taking measures to 
force people to give up 
their faith is a strategic 
policy that the Chinese 
government is carrying 
out locally,” he added.

Chinese officials 
spent most of the press 
briefing praising the 
economic successes of 
Xinjiang over the past 
70 years, including in-
creases in gross domes-
tic product, disposable 
income, and improved 
infrastructure.

However, these im-
provements have re-
quired an enormous 
amount of financial sup-
port from the central 
government.

From 2012 to 2018, 
Beijing provided 1.61 
trillion yuan (USD 23 
billion) in subsidies to 
the Xinjiang government, 
said Zakir.

Last year, the central 
government covered a 
whopping 60 percent of 
the region’s budgetary 
expenditures.

Other regions in Chi-
na have also invested 
heavily in Xinjiang. Ac-
cording to Zakir, by the 
end of 2018, 19 prov-
inces and cities in China 
allocated 103.5 billion 
yuan (USD 15 billion) in 
aid to the region.

“China flaunts eco-
nomic success to cover 
up the discrimination, as-
similation, and extreme 
persecution of Uighurs 
of being implemented lo-
cally,” said Raxit from the 
World Uyghur Congress.

Washington, Jul 30 
(AFP): President Donald 
Trump’s choice of a law-
maker with limited ex-
perience to oversee the 
massive US intelligence 
community has sparked 
concerns over the pos-
sible politicization of 
crucial national security 
decisions.

Trump announced 
the nomination Sunday 
of Republican Represen-
tative John Ratcliffe to 
replace Dan Coats as Di-
rector of National Intel-
ligence, the person who 
coordinates the 17 agen-
cies that make up the US 
intelligence community.

Coats is leaving after 
24 months during which 
Trump has regularly ig-
nored and undermined 
his spy chiefs, keeping 
them in the dark espe-
cially on his plans for re-
lations with Russia.

While the departure 
is not a surprise, the 
choice of Ratcliffe has 
sparked worries among 
lawmakers.

“I’m gravely con-
cerned when it appears 
that the president is try-
ing to look for someone 
who will be a political 
loyalist rather than that 
independent voice stand-
ing up for the intelligence 
community,” Democratic 
Senator John Warner told 
CNN.

Key Republicans 
were cautious about the 
nomination, some think-
ing that, despite his inex-
perience in the field, he 
might have Trump’s ear, 
unlike Coats.

“I don’t know John, 
but I look forward to get-

ting to know him,” said 
Senator Richard Burr, 
chairman of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee, 
which must approve the 
nomination.

Coats’ willingness to 
make clear his disagree-
ment with Trump on im-
portant security matters 
earned the former sen-
ator and ambassador to 
Germany respect across 
the political spectrum.

Ratcliffe, by compar-
ison, has made his name 
over four years in the 
House of Representatives 
as a staunch defender of 
the president.

Like many of Trump’s 
appointees, he frequent-
ly appears on Fox News 
repeating conservative 
conspiracy theories and 
alleging that special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s 
investigation into Rus-
sian election interference 
was a political hit-job by 
Democrats working with 
US intelligence.

“So was the Trump in-
vestigation really about 
our national security -- 
or was it politically moti-
vated?” he said last year.

That view - entirely 
contrary to how US spy 
chiefs see the Russia in-
vestigation - could bode 
ill for an intelligence 
community whose rela-
tionship with Trump has 
always been tenuous.

Ratcliffe, 53, would 
take over a crucial job 
that involves collating 
and distilling intelli-
gence from the CIA, the 
National Security Agen-
cy, the FBI, the Pentagon 
and other bodies for the 
president.

The DNI helps pri-
oritize the threats and 
risks the country faces 
short- and long-term. 
All previous directors 
have been former diplo-
mats steeped in security 
and military issues, se-
nior Pentagon officials, 
and intelligence agency 
chiefs.

Ratcliffe’s resume is 
thin: before arriving in 
Congress in 2015, he was 
mayor of a small, very 
wealthy lakeside suburb 
of Dallas, Texas for eight 
years, and a federal dis-
trict attorney for just one 
year.

“Ratcliffe would be 
the first DNI without 
significant intelligence 
or ambassadorial expe-
rience,” said John Mc-
Laughlin, former CIA 
deputy director.

The intelligence com-
munity has struggled 
with politicization under 
Trump.

He took office reject-
ing a DNI report that said 
Putin directed the 2016 
election interference to 
hurt the campaign of 
Trump rival Hillary Clin-
ton.

His legitimacy ques-
tioned, Trump countered 
that he himself was un-
der attack by the “crim-
inal deep state.” Trump 
has also dismissed intel-
ligence on North Korea 
and Iran to declare his 
own “facts.” 

Earlier this month, 
Sue Gordon, Coats’ dep-
uty director of national 
intelligence, said his in-
dependence has been 
important in the current 
political environment.

Bangkok, Jul 30 (AP): 
Top diplomats from the 
Asia-Pacific region start-
ed gathering Tuesday in 
the Thai capital to dis-
cuss issues of concern to 
the area, including secu-
rity on the Korean pen-
insula and China’s terri-
torial claims in the South 
China Sea.

The meetings in 
Bangkok are hosted by 
the 10-member Associ-
ation of Southeast Asian 
Nations, chaired this 
year by Thailand. 

Thai officials say 
there will be 27 meetings 
in all through Saturday, 
and 31 countries and al-
liances will participate.

The core ASEAN 
Foreign Ministers Meet-
ing brings together the 
group’s top diplomats, 
but they are likely to be 
overshadowed by the big 
power players attending 
the adjunct meetings, 
such as the ASEAN Re-
gional Forum and the 
East Asia Foreign Minis-
ters’ Meeting.

The heavy-hitters 
in Bangkok this week 
include U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo, 
Chinese Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi and Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov.

Other ASEAN dia-
logue partners include 
Australia, India, the Eu-
ropean Union, Japan and 
South Korea.

Most attention will be 
on these side meetings, 
in which ASEAN will play 
a supporting role, if any.

A representative of 
North Korea will be pres-
ent in Bangkok, a Thai 
foreign ministry spokes-
man said last week, 
though it is not clear if 
Pyongyang is sending its 
foreign minister. Wash-
ington has downplayed 
Pyongyang’s recent 
launch of medium-range 
missiles and expressed 
interest in reviving talks 

on North Korean denu-
clearization, so sideline 
talks are a possibility.

Reports say that the 
United States is also will-
ing to hold a sidelines 
meeting with Japan and 
South Korea to discuss 
the bitter trade dispute 
between the two East 
Asian nations that threat-
ens to disrupt Seoul’s 
electronics industry by 
hindering its purchase of 
semiconductor compo-
nents.

The dispute also 
draws on long-standing 
bitterness over Japan’s 
actions toward Korea 
during World War II and 
threatens to poison re-
lations at a time when 
Washington would pre-
fer to see a united front 
in dealing with North 
Korea.

ASEAN’s own most 
pressing concern argu-
ably involves Beijing’s 
expansive territorial 
claims in the South China 
Sea, which pits it against 
the claims of Vietnam, 
the Philippines, Malaysia 
and Brunei.

The dispute is 
long-running, but flared 
up again earlier this 
month when Vietnam ac-
cused China of violating 
its sovereignty by inter-
fering with offshore oil 
and gas activities in dis-
puted waters.

Vietnam can count on 
having some allies at this 
week’s meetings but may 
have to operate outside 
the conventional ASEAN 
framework by forming 

a de facto maritime bloc 
with Indonesia, which 
has aggressively dealt 
with Chinese poachers in 
its waters, and the Philip-
pines, still smarting over 
a June incident in which a 
Chinese fishing vessel hit 
a Philippine fishing boat 
and fled the scene as 22 
Filipinos escaped their 
sinking vessel.

It’s unlikely ASEAN 
will agree on any major 
statement against China 
since it operates by con-
sensus, which in practice 
means a single member 
can exercise veto over 
the group’s decisions and 
declarations. 

Beijing can count on 
the support of allies such 
as Cambodia and Laos, 
and reluctance by others 
to defy Asia’s superpow-
er.

Beijing also is dis-
inclined to flout legal 
norms that might re-
strain its actions, say 
critics, citing as an exam-
ple the Permanent Court 
of Arbitration’s ruling on 
the South China Sea case 
brought by the Philip-
pines.

The struggle for in-
fluence between the U.S. 
and China looms larger 
than ever over this year’s 
meetings, with their 
trade disputes fueling 
the rivalry.

Beijing’s attempts to 
project its influence even 
further afield through 
its Belt and Road Initia-
tive, an ambitious global 
development program 
of major infrastructure 

projects, has sharpened 
the sense of unease 
among some parties.

The U.S. has coun-
tered with its own vision 
strategy for a Free and 
Open Indo-Pacific, which 
Beijing regards as direct-
ed against it.

ASEAN leaders at 
their summit meeting in 
June adopted a five-page 

“ASEAN Outlook on 
the Indo-Pacific” state-
ment that sought to find 
a middle ground. But 
some analysts suggest it 
is less an assertion that 
the regional grouping is 
a player in its own right 
than a weak effort to 
keep on the good side 
of both Washington and 
Beijing.

“Its significance is in 
the monumental oppor-
tunity squandered,” said 
Benjamin Zawacki, au-
thor of “Thailand: Shift-
ing Ground between the 
U.S. and a Rising China.” 

“The increasing ten-
sion between Washing-
ton and Beijing does af-
ford ASEAN more, rath-
er than less, influence 
and room to maneuver, 
but it is influence and 
room that ASEAN would 
rather not have and will 
choose not to use,” he 
said. 

“ASEAN is most com-
fortable when it has 
the least influence and 
room to maneuver, for 
such provides a ready 
justification for its inde-
cisiveness, inertia, and 
utter obsession with 
neutrality.
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LOVE IS IN THE BEACH! The two Senorita 
singers, Shawn Mendes & Camila Cabello were seen 
kissing in Miami Beach.
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Aries: It’s okay to want to spend time by 
yourself. It’s okay to prioritise nurturing your 
inner garden. You may or may not be able to 
turn your back on the worldly responsibilities. 
Just be sure to find a balance. What this week 
is about to teach you: the importance of med-
itation and mindfulness. There’s a reason the 
yogis and ascended masters reiterated the im-
portance of practicing silence.
Tip: Prioritise nurturing your inner temple.
TAurus: The dark moon is a time of mov-
ing inwards, of experiencing our shadows, and 
confronting the parts of ourselves we have 
been shying away from. Yes, this process of 
release will require a certain degree of detach-
ment. Don’t be afraid to take that time out for 
yourself or prioritise self-care. Is there a spiri-
tual practice that helps you stay grounded? Let 
your inner sorceress reclaim her reins.
Tip: Confront the darkness within.
Gemini: It’s okay to uphold the values of 
loyalty and commitment. It’s okay to desire a 
monogamous relationship. Speak your truth, 
Gemini, especially if you feel you are not on 
the same page as your partner. On the upside, 

this phase of your life is bringing you the kind 
of friends who are deeply committed to your 
growth, and take pride in watching you pursue 
your sacred purpose. Offer them your uncondi-
tional love and support in return.
Tip: Be honest about what you desire from this 
relationship.
CAnCer: Spoiler alert: the challenges you 
perceive are but an illusion. The road is being 
cleared for you at this very moment. Let go of 
the fears and inhibitions. Motivate yourself to 
fulfill your sacred purpose. For some of you, this 
newfound optimism could do wonders for your 
romantic life. Do you believe that you have the 
potential to start over? Get set and go, Cancer.
Tip: Let optimism be your preferred choice of 
drug today.
Leo:The root of all suffering is either hanging 
on to a past you need to let go of, or projecting 
your worries onto the blank canvas of the future. 
Where are you vibrating at, Leo? Could you be 
turning a blind eye to the blessings the present 
is offering you? Once again, it’s time for you to 
watch the self-sabotaging patterns as you gently 
walk your anxiety to the exit door.

Tip: Open your eyes to what the present is of-
fering you.
VirGo: No force in the world can stop you 
once you awaken to your own power and po-
tential. Remember who you are, Virgo. Re-
member why you came here in the first place. 
This newfound optimism promises to do won-
ders for your romantic life as well. You may or 
may not have found a partner wh
Tip: Remember who you are.
LibrA: What if there is no such thing as ‘the 
one’? What if Shakespeare and the other guys 
deluded us into believing that the only kind of 
love that exists is the eternal version? Be pres-
ent to what this moment is offering you. Revel 
in the many blessings that are showing up in 
your reality. This is the secret to experiencing 
love in its most evolved form.
Tip: Be grateful for the blessings you are expe-
riencing in this moment.
sCorpio: “We let go of one phase, one as-
pect of love, and another enters. Passion dies 
and is brought back. Pain is chased away and 
surfaces another time. To love means to em-
brace and at the same time to withstand many 

endings, and many, many beginnings—all in 
the same relationship.” 
Tip: Accept the changes you are experiencing 
in your relationship.
sAGiTTAriu: Love is not a game, Sagit-
tarius. If you’re in it for the thrill, it’s time to 
reassess your life choices. Some of you may 
be feeling a sense of stagnation—like you’re in 
the arms of your special someone, yet you don’t 
seem to be going anywhere. It’s okay to make 
your individual goals a priority for now. What 
if building a solid foundation for yourself is the 
secret to a long-lasting relationship?
Tip: Be patient with yourself and the other. This 
is the time to build a solid life for yourself.
CApriCorn: “Sometimes, the one who is 
running from the Life/Death/Life nature in-
sists on thinking of love as a boon only. Yet 
love in its fullest form is a series of deaths and 
rebirths.” A Clarrisa Pinkola Estes classic to 
awaken you, Capricorn. What this phase of 
your relationship is teaching you: the impor-
tance of not just accepting, but also embracing 
the changes—no matter how chaotic they feel 
in the moment. For some, a hidden truth may 

come to light. Stay grounded so you can make 
decisions that are in alignment with your 
higher purpose.
Tip: Drastic changes are on the cards.
AquArius: Aren’t you tired of carrying all 
that burden, Aquarius? How long are you going 
to operate from a place of pain? Understand the 
phases of the moon and what its darkness is of-
fering you. Today brings with itself a wonderful 
opportunity to delve into the shadows and free 
yourself from a past that’s keeping you from ex-
periencing joy and happiness.
Tip: Let go. The pain has served its purpose.
pisCes: There’s two people in every rela-
tionship, Pisces. Do you feel seen and heard 
here? Is there enough room for you to ex-
press your emotions? This phase of your 
life is bringing your attention to that which 
needs to be healed. Don’t shy away from 
confronting the heaviness. Given the kind 
of release you are going through at this 
point, you may not have the bandwidth to 
be your productive self, and that’s okay. 
Accept your limitations.
Tip: Confront the heavy emotions.

‘Ant-Man and the 
Wasp’ star Evangeline 

Lilly on India visit
new delhi, Jul 30(PTI): “Ant-Man and 
the Wasp” star Evangeline Lilly surprised 
her fans in India by posting a series of 
touristy photographs from around the 
monuments in Delhi.

The 39-year-old actor took to Insta-
gram on Sunday to share snapshots from 
her tour to popular heritage sites such as 
Humayun’s Tomb and Agrasen Ki Baoli at 
the heart of the capital city.

“Earlier today... #delhi #newdelhi,” 
Lilly captioned her picture which shows 
her standing in the backdrop of the baoli, 
while another shows her posing in front 
of the tomb.

She also shared a picture of her sitting 
on the stairs of the baoli, which she cap-
tioned as: “Who are you solitary woman? 
#delhi #newdelhi.” 

In one of her Insta stories, Lilly shared 
a boomerang of her night-out in the city.

The actor, who is known for playing 
Hope van Dyne aka the superhero Wasp 
in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, recent-
ly appeared in “Avengers: Endgame”.

Elton John celebrates 
29 years of sobriety

Netflix renews 
‘Trinkets’ for second 

and final season
los Angeles, Jul 30 (PTI): “Trinkets”, 
the young-adult comedy series which 
was launched on Netflix in June, has been 
renewed by the streaming platform for a 
second and final season. 

The comedy is based on the book by 
Kirsten “Kiwi” Smith.

According to The Hollywood Reporter, 
the decision to announce a final run was 
taken because season two was being writ-
ten to provide the natural conclusion to 
the story and Netflix wanted to let view-
ers know upfront that there would not be 
a third season.  

The Poland-set series focuses on three 
completely different high school children 
who become friends after meeting at a 
mandated Shoplifter’s Anonymous ses-
sion. Brianna Hildebrand, Kiana Madei-
ra and Quintessa Swindell play the lead 
roles. The second season, which will pre-
miere in 2020, will have 10-episodes.

Sarah Goldfinger will take over the di-
recting duties from Linda Gase.

Shabana azmi joins ‘Sheer Qorma’ cast

Paresh Rawal joins Farhan 
Akhtar’s ‘Toofan’

Rana Daggubati to produce 
Muttiah Muralitharan biopic

Mumbai, Jul 30 (PTI): Veteran actor 
Paresh Rawal is set to feature in Far-
han Akhtar-fronted 
sports drama, “Too-
fan”. Akhtar shared 
the news of Rawal 
joining the cast on 
Twitter. “Thrilled and 
privileged to collab-
orate with an abso-
lute giant of an actor. 
So looking forward 
@ S i r Pa re s h Rawa l 
#Toofan” the actor 
tweeted. The film 
is being directed by 
Rakeysh Omprakash 
Mehra and will fea-
ture Akhtar in the role of a boxer.

This will be the actor-director 
duo’s second project post “Bhaag 
Milkha Bhaag”, a 2013 biopic on leg-
endary Indian athlete Milkha Singh.

Details are currently sparse but 

reports say that Rawal will play a box-
ing coach in the film.

The project will be co-produced 
by Excel Entertainment and ROMP 
Pictures.

Rawal most recently featured in 
“Uri: The Surgical Strike”, alongside 
Vicky Kaushal and Yami Gautam.

Mumbai, Jul 30 (PTI): 
Actor Rana Daggubati 
is set to produce the 
biopic on celebrat-
ed cricketer Mutti-
ah Muralitharan, the 
makers announced 
on Tuesday.

The film to be pro-
duced under Rana’s 
banner Suresh Produc-
tions, features Vijay 

Sethupathi as the Sri 
Lankan spin legend.

Rana said he is ex-
cited to have Sethupathi 
on board for the film to 
be directed by MS Sripa-
thy and co-produced by 
Dar Media Pvt Ltd.

“Suresh Productions 
is going to be associated 
with Dar films in telling 
the story of a legend 

through legendary ac-
tor - Vijay Sethupathi as 
Muttiah Muralitharan... 
Coming soon,” Rana 
said in a statement here.

Rana’s recent home 
production film “Oh 
Baby!” was a block-
buster.

The currently un-
titled biopic will go on 
floors in December.

Los Angeles, Jul 30 (PTI): Veteran actor 
Shabana Azmi is the latest addition to 
the cast of Faraz Ansari’s upcoming di-
rectorial venture “Sheer 
Qorma”.  The movie fea-
tures Swara Bhasker and 
Divya Dutta in the lead. 

According to a 
press release issued by 
the makers, the film is a 
“heart-rending narrative 
of the longing for love and 
acceptance, felt by queer 
children in their paren-
tal homes that plays out 
through delicate story-tell-
ing, told through charac-
ters of courageous queer 
women of colour.”  “Divya 
Dutta recommended the 
‘Sheer Qorma’ script to 
me. I was moved by it 
and met Faraz who came 
across as sincere, honest and deeply 
committed to the story. 

“The bonus is working with Divya 
and Swara so we reworked the dates a 
bit and I said yes. We had the first work-
shop yesterday and everything came to-
gether organically. I am looking forward 

to the shoot,” Azmi said in a statement. 
Ansari said having the critically-ac-

claimed actor on board is a wish come 

true. “The character 
that Shabana ji essays 
in ‘Sheer Qorma’ is go-
ing to not only resonate 
with mothers all across 
the world but will also 
open a much needed dialogue 

about parenthood, and with not just 
parents of queer children but a more 
universal dialogue that I hope will 

bring a lot of love 
back in our uni-
verse.  “Shabana ji’s 

character in ‘Sheer 
Qorma’ is the mother 

we all deserve,” the di-
rector said.

london, Jul 30 (PTI): Music legend Elton 
John is celebrating 29 years of abstinence 
from alcohol and drugs.

The 72-year-old singer took to Instagram 
on Monday to share the news.

“29 years ago today, I was a broken man. 
I finally summoned up the courage to say 3 
words that would change my life: ‘I need help’. 

“Thank-you to all the selfless people who 
have helped me on my journey through sobri-
ety. I am eternally grateful,” John wrote.

The veteran musician shared the picture 
of a coin, which is given to Alcoholics Anon-

ymous members when achieve a milestone 
in their journey, featured a Roman numeral 
XXIX (meaning 29) engraved on it, along with 
words “Service”, “Unity” and “Recovery”.

“To thine own self be true,” a phrase from 
Shakespeare’s “Hamlet”, is also engraved on 
the coin.

By his own admission, John had “quite a 
lot” of drugs in the ‘70s and ‘80s.

The music icon’s drug addiction, which 
was one of the challenging themes in his bi-
opic “Rocketman”, was explored in the film 
which starred Taron Egerton in the title role.


